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Bigger swordfishing hooks kill fewer turtles, UN says
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2 August 2004 – The lives of many rare and endangered sea turtles may be spared if fishermen trolling for swordfish would attach bait to circular hooks that are too large for turtles to swallow instead of the smaller hook now in use, according to a new report co-sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

In the report, called “Catch Fish Not Turtles Using Longlines,” UNEP, in collaboration with several non-governmental organizations (NGOs) focusing on fishery and marine research, says some present-day turtles once lived alongside the dinosaurs about 200 million years ago and still can travel thousands of miles between feeding and nesting grounds. 

“Studies, using so-called ‘circle hooks’ baited with mackerel, found that around 90 per cent fewer leatherback turtles and over 60 per cent fewer loggerhead turtles were caught compared to the use of traditional J-shaped hooks baited with squid,” it says. 

The booklet not only advises on ways to reduce the capture of turtles, but recommends methods of handling snagged turtles, removing any hooks they may have swallowed and nursing them back to health. 

"If we are to ensure the survival of sea turtles well into the future, action needs to be taken now to protect them in the oceans and at nesting sites," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. “The tragic truth is that many species are in precipitous decline. Some experts predict that leatherbacks and loggerheads may become extinct in the Pacific Ocean within two decades.” 

The report stresses the need to balance the economic demands of the fishing industry against the imperative of reducing the loss of biodiversity by 2010 as well as the financial needs of tourism investors offering turtle-watching.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Tips to Turn the Tide in Favour of Endangered Sea Turtles



From UN Environment Programme
Monday, August 02, 2004

NAIROBI/HONOLULU/BANGKOK, 2 August 2004 - Fishermen who use large circular hooks baited with fish rather than squid may not only boost their catches, they may also significantly reduce the number of turtles killed and harmed in fishing gear every year.

Studies, using so-called "circle hooks" baited with mackerel, found that around 90 per cent fewer leatherback turtles and over 60 per cent fewer loggerhead turtles were caught compared to the use of traditional J-shaped hooks baited with squid.

Meanwhile, the fishermen -- involved in the United States Atlantic longline swordfish fishery -- caught up to a fifth more swordfish when using the circle hooks and mackerel as bait.

The importance of testing new kinds of hooks and fishing methods as a way of conserving rare and endangered migratory marine turtles is highlighted in a new booklet called 'Catch Fish Not Turtles Using Longlines' compiled by the Honolulu, Hawaii-based Blue Ocean Institute.

It has been produced in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Regional Seas Programme and the Indian Ocean-South East Asian (IOSEA) Marine Turtle Secretariat, as well as numerous fisheries and research bodies.

Sea turtles are among the most extraordinary and charismatic creatures on the planet. They are some of the world's great nomads, sometimes navigating thousands of miles between feeding and nesting grounds. Some turtles, like the olive ridley, have been around over 200 million years, once living alongside the dinosaurs. Revenue-raising tourism has been developed in some parts of the world, based around the unquestioned attraction to visitors of seeing turtles at first hand.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director said: "We need to balance the legitimate economic needs of fishermen, including longliners, with the need to conserve the marine environment, including sea turtles. I am sure the tips and advice in this booklet can play their part in furthering the urgent need for more responsible fishing that respects the natural world upon which we all depend."

"If we are to ensure the survival of sea turtles well into the future, action needs to be taken now to protect them in the oceans and at nesting sites. The tragic truth is that many species are in precipitous decline. Some experts predict that leatherbacks and loggerheads may become extinct in the Pacific Ocean within two decades", he added.

Eric Gilman of the Blue Ocean Institute noted: "In the last few years, preliminary progress has been made to develop techniques that effectively avoid sea turtle capture, reduce injury to hooked turtles, and are acceptable to the longline industry. It should be possible to reduce sea turtle deaths in pelagic longline gear to negligible levels."

"The booklet highlights new techniques and tips that could, given greater support and genuine will within the industry, propel us towards this goal. However, the methods found to be effective and commercially viable in preliminary trials in one longline fishery may not be the answer in other fisheries. So we must step up research into other techniques and technologies, otherwise we face losing sea turtle species and fishermen risk losing their livelihood", he added.

Douglas Hykle, Coordinator of the Bangkok-based Indian Ocean-South East Asian Marine Turtle Secretariat, said, "Sea turtle numbers have declined dramatically in recent years due to the combined effect of many threats, including mortality in fishing gear. Whether some populations survive the next few decades is an open question."

The 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development set an ambitious target of 2010 for achieving a significant reduction in the current rate of loss of biodiversity, and called for the establishment of a representative network of marine protected areas by 2012. Much work still needs to be done to achieve these goals, which are directly relevant to sea turtle conservation.

"An international approach is critical to deal with the conservation of highly migratory species and management of threats that occur over broad areas", said Mr. Hykle. "This multilingual booklet presents the current knowledge of how to address the threat to turtles from capture in longline fishing gear, and serves as a model to tackle other priority threats through collaboration with industry, managers, scientists and other groups."


Background

Hooks and Deep Sea Setting Many longline fisheries traditionally use so-called J-shaped hooks. Tests have recently been carried out on larger circle-shaped hooks, baited with mackerel rather than squid as outlined above, with promising results. Tests indicate that the wider the hook, the smaller the chance of a turtle being able to swallow it.

Furthermore, when hard-shelled turtles, like the loggerhead, are hooked, the turtles tend to deeply swallow conventional J-shaped hooks, whereas circle hooks tend to hook them in the mouth making it easier to remove the gear and save the animal.

Other preliminary studies from Australia and Hawaii indicate that fishermen who set their lines and hooks below 40 metres deep may catch just as much fish but far fewer turtles. 

The booklet says that using large circle hooks and setting gear below 40 metres "appear to be solutions for some fisheries", but adds: "More research and commercial demonstrations are needed, especially for fisheries where large hooks and deeper setting are not economically possible".

Fish or Squid Bait
Some studies indicate that use of fish bait can help conserve turtles. The booklet notes: "Fish appears to come free of the hook while being progressively eaten by a turtle in small bites. Squid holds much more firmly to the hook and tends to cause more turtles to ingest the hook with the squid." Because definitive research has yet to be conducted on this, the booklet suggests that fishermen compare bait types to determine which ones maintain catch rates of target fish and catch fewer turtles.

Other Ideas Scores of other low and high tech devices and techniques are being studied, including deterrents designed to scare turtles away from hooks and lines. These include the deployment of fake, fibreglass sharks, light emitting diodes, acoustic devices or "scarers", and dying bait blue.

Other kinds of hooks are also being tested including ones with bimetallic strips that conceal the point of the hook only at deeper, cold water temperatures, rather than in the warmer, shallower waters where turtles are generally found.

Releasing Captured Turtles The booklet also gives eight key tips on how to handle a snagged turtle in order to maximize its chances of survival. These include advice on how to remove an ingested hook and how to treat a turtle until it can be released.


Notes to Editors
The booklet, 'Catch Fish Not Turtles Using Longlines', is available online at www.wpcouncil.org and www.ioseaturtles.org

It can be ordered free of charge in English, Japanese or Spanish from Blue Ocean Institute, 2718 Napuaa Place, Honolulu HI 96822 USA; e-mail: ericgilman@earthlink.net


For more information, please contact: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, Tel: +254-20-623292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, Tel: +254-20-623084, Mobile: +254-733-632755,
E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org

At the Blue Ocean Institute, please contact Eric Gilman on Tel: +1-808-988-1976, E-mail: ericgilman@earthlink.net

At the Indian Ocean-South East Asian Marine Turtle Secretariat, please contact Douglas Hykle, Coordinator, on Tel: +66-2-288-1471, E-mail: iosea@un.org




For more information, contact:

Nick Nuttall
Head of Media
UN Environment Programme
cpiinfo@unep.org
_______________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist
Return of the Iraqi wetlands
Amid the chaos and violence, at least one thing is going right in Iraq. The restoration of the Mesopotamian marshes, drained by Saddam Hussein during the 1990s as vengeance against the Marsh Arabs, is proceeding apace. 

On the 23 July, the United Nations Environment Programme announced that Japan would give $11 million in aid to improve water quality in the marshes, underlining the fact that there is once again water to worry about. "Forty per cent of the marshlands have been re-flooded by marsh dwellers or by the government," says Suzie Alwash of the Eden Again project, a group of expatriate Iraqis.

The main problem is the failure to repair sewage treatment plants upstream in Baghdad and elsewhere. As a result, the river water entering the marshes through holes made in Saddam's dykes is laden with sewage. Marsh Arabs attempting to recreate their ancient homes among the reed beds are succumbing to water-borne diseases.

The Japanese aid aims to install water treatment works in the marshes. But one biologist advising on marsh rehabilitation, Tom Crisman of the University of Florida, Gainesville, told New Scientist: "They should be trying to restore the reed beds instead to act as a natural water cleanser."
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Tips to Turn the Tide in Favour of Endangered Sea Turtles



From UN Environment Programme
Monday, August 02, 2004

NAIROBI/HONOLULU/BANGKOK, 2 August 2004 - Fishermen who use large circular hooks baited with fish rather than squid may not only boost their catches, they may also significantly reduce the number of turtles killed and harmed in fishing gear every year.

Studies, using so-called "circle hooks" baited with mackerel, found that around 90 per cent fewer leatherback turtles and over 60 per cent fewer loggerhead turtles were caught compared to the use of traditional J-shaped hooks baited with squid.

Meanwhile, the fishermen -- involved in the United States Atlantic longline swordfish fishery -- caught up to a fifth more swordfish when using the circle hooks and mackerel as bait.

The importance of testing new kinds of hooks and fishing methods as a way of conserving rare and endangered migratory marine turtles is highlighted in a new booklet called 'Catch Fish Not Turtles Using Longlines' compiled by the Honolulu, Hawaii-based Blue Ocean Institute.

It has been produced in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Regional Seas Programme and the Indian Ocean-South East Asian (IOSEA) Marine Turtle Secretariat, as well as numerous fisheries and research bodies.

Sea turtles are among the most extraordinary and charismatic creatures on the planet. They are some of the world's great nomads, sometimes navigating thousands of miles between feeding and nesting grounds. Some turtles, like the olive ridley, have been around over 200 million years, once living alongside the dinosaurs. Revenue-raising tourism has been developed in some parts of the world, based around the unquestioned attraction to visitors of seeing turtles at first hand.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director said: "We need to balance the legitimate economic needs of fishermen, including longliners, with the need to conserve the marine environment, including sea turtles. I am sure the tips and advice in this booklet can play their part in furthering the urgent need for more responsible fishing that respects the natural world upon which we all depend."

"If we are to ensure the survival of sea turtles well into the future, action needs to be taken now to protect them in the oceans and at nesting sites. The tragic truth is that many species are in precipitous decline. Some experts predict that leatherbacks and loggerheads may become extinct in the Pacific Ocean within two decades", he added.

Eric Gilman of the Blue Ocean Institute noted: "In the last few years, preliminary progress has been made to develop techniques that effectively avoid sea turtle capture, reduce injury to hooked turtles, and are acceptable to the longline industry. It should be possible to reduce sea turtle deaths in pelagic longline gear to negligible levels."

"The booklet highlights new techniques and tips that could, given greater support and genuine will within the industry, propel us towards this goal. However, the methods found to be effective and commercially viable in preliminary trials in one longline fishery may not be the answer in other fisheries. So we must step up research into other techniques and technologies, otherwise we face losing sea turtle species and fishermen risk losing their livelihood", he added.

Douglas Hykle, Coordinator of the Bangkok-based Indian Ocean-South East Asian Marine Turtle Secretariat, said, "Sea turtle numbers have declined dramatically in recent years due to the combined effect of many threats, including mortality in fishing gear. Whether some populations survive the next few decades is an open question."

The 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development set an ambitious target of 2010 for achieving a significant reduction in the current rate of loss of biodiversity, and called for the establishment of a representative network of marine protected areas by 2012. Much work still needs to be done to achieve these goals, which are directly relevant to sea turtle conservation.

"An international approach is critical to deal with the conservation of highly migratory species and management of threats that occur over broad areas", said Mr. Hykle. "This multilingual booklet presents the current knowledge of how to address the threat to turtles from capture in longline fishing gear, and serves as a model to tackle other priority threats through collaboration with industry, managers, scientists and other groups."


Background

Hooks and Deep Sea Setting Many longline fisheries traditionally use so-called J-shaped hooks. Tests have recently been carried out on larger circle-shaped hooks, baited with mackerel rather than squid as outlined above, with promising results. Tests indicate that the wider the hook, the smaller the chance of a turtle being able to swallow it.

Furthermore, when hard-shelled turtles, like the loggerhead, are hooked, the turtles tend to deeply swallow conventional J-shaped hooks, whereas circle hooks tend to hook them in the mouth making it easier to remove the gear and save the animal.

Other preliminary studies from Australia and Hawaii indicate that fishermen who set their lines and hooks below 40 metres deep may catch just as much fish but far fewer turtles. 

The booklet says that using large circle hooks and setting gear below 40 metres "appear to be solutions for some fisheries", but adds: "More research and commercial demonstrations are needed, especially for fisheries where large hooks and deeper setting are not economically possible".

Fish or Squid Bait
Some studies indicate that use of fish bait can help conserve turtles. The booklet notes: "Fish appears to come free of the hook while being progressively eaten by a turtle in small bites. Squid holds much more firmly to the hook and tends to cause more turtles to ingest the hook with the squid." Because definitive research has yet to be conducted on this, the booklet suggests that fishermen compare bait types to determine which ones maintain catch rates of target fish and catch fewer turtles.

Other Ideas Scores of other low and high tech devices and techniques are being studied, including deterrents designed to scare turtles away from hooks and lines. These include the deployment of fake, fibreglass sharks, light emitting diodes, acoustic devices or "scarers", and dying bait blue.

Other kinds of hooks are also being tested including ones with bimetallic strips that conceal the point of the hook only at deeper, cold water temperatures, rather than in the warmer, shallower waters where turtles are generally found.

Releasing Captured Turtles The booklet also gives eight key tips on how to handle a snagged turtle in order to maximize its chances of survival. These include advice on how to remove an ingested hook and how to treat a turtle until it can be released.


Notes to Editors
The booklet, 'Catch Fish Not Turtles Using Longlines', is available online at www.wpcouncil.org and www.ioseaturtles.org

It can be ordered free of charge in English, Japanese or Spanish from Blue Ocean Institute, 2718 Napuaa Place, Honolulu HI 96822 USA; e-mail: ericgilman@earthlink.net


For more information, please contact: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, Tel: +254-20-623292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, Tel: +254-20-623084, Mobile: +254-733-632755,
E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org

At the Blue Ocean Institute, please contact Eric Gilman on Tel: +1-808-988-1976, E-mail: ericgilman@earthlink.net

At the Indian Ocean-South East Asian Marine Turtle Secretariat, please contact Douglas Hykle, Coordinator, on Tel: +66-2-288-1471, E-mail: iosea@un.org




For more information, contact:

Nick Nuttall
Head of Media
UN Environment Programme
cpiinfo@unep.org
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Australian Town Joins Global War on Plastic Bags 

SYDNEY - The tiny Australian seaside town of Huskisson, perched on the edge of glittering Jervis Bay and fringed by pristine national parks, has signed up for the global battle against the humble plastic bag. 

The former whaling settlement, whose waters are a major draw for divers and dolphin watchers, is one of an increasing number of Australian towns to outlaw plastic bags and help slash the seven billion bags the country's 20 million people use each year. 

"It was really about protecting our own backyard for not only ourselves, but for the million-odd visitors that come here each year. People just thought it absolutely made sense," said Matt Cross, coordinator of the project in Huskisson, population 750, about 112 miles south of Sydney. 

Shoppers around the world use tens of billions of plastic bags every year. Environmentalists say normal plastic bags can take up to 1,000 years to disintegrate, although industry groups argue the bags make up only a small percentage of global litter. 

But environmentalists say the growing problem posed by plastic bag pollution can no longer be ignored. 

Even remote Himalayan foothills are now strewn with thousands of used bags and in South Africa they have become such a common eyesore they are dubbed "roadside daisies," prompting a campaign to exterminate the "national flower." 

Sacred cows roaming India's streets have died after chewing bags containing scraps of food, while thousands of turtles, birds and other marine animals are killed each year after mistaking the millions of bags in the world's oceans for squid and jellyfish. 

"We've had plastic bags since the 1960s and initially they seemed like a great idea, lightweight, low energy needed to make them. Then the dead animals starting washing up on beaches," said John Dee, from environmental group Planet Ark. 

But discarded plastic bags do more than just kill animals. 

In Bangladesh they were blamed for clogging drains in the capital Dhaka, contributing toward deadly flooding in the low-lying country. The government has since banned the 10 million plastic bags used each day in the country in a bid to alleviate the problem. 

"Disposal of bags is creating havoc in urban areas. Environmentally speaking, plastic is more suitable for long life products like pipelines," said Chandra Bhushan, associate director at India's Center for Science and Environment. 

GLOBAL BACKLASH 

The Australian government has urged supermarkets to halve plastic bag use by 2005. 

In addition to Bangladesh, other countries, including Ireland and Taiwan, have slapped bans or taxes on bags. 

Dozens of other countries from China, which is fighting vast quantities of "white pollution," to Finland, France and Britain are making efforts to cut the number of bags used and find practical and cheap alternatives. 

Slapping levies or charges on plastic bag use has proved highly successful, with Ireland's tactic of imposing a 15 euro cent ($0.19 cents) per bag charge leading to a 95 percent plunge in the number of bags used and raising millions of dollars for the government to spend on environmental projects. 

In Taiwan, where most stores charge T$1 (34 cents) per bag, use has slumped by 80 percent after stores, fast-food outlets and the food and beverage industry were gradually banned from handing out free bags to consumers. 

In Britain, where consumers use up to 20 billion bags a year, major supermarkets are handing out biodegradable alternatives, while Australian scientists are considering bioplastics made of sucrose or grain which can eventually end up on compost heaps. 

One alternative made by British firm Symphony Plastic Technologies by mixing an additive to polyethylene has a stable shelf life but breaks down to water, carbon dioxide and dust. 

"The interest we're getting is global. Europe has got a lot of plastic waste problems and there's a lot of work being done in the EU. What you're seeing is the beginning of a very big change," said Symphony Chief Executive Michael Laurier. 

However, higher costs remain an issue for many biodegradables and critics say some alternative products break down into hundreds of flakes which can still harm wildlife. 

Some countries are employing novel tactics, with India's southern city of Bangalore looking to use a mix of bitumen and recycled plastic to build roads. 

GREENER SHOPPERS 

But simple consumer education is one of the most effective methods with Australian supermarkets reporting a dramatic rise in fabric bag sales as an intensive campaign to urge customers to shun plastic begins to catch on. 

"The public are very concerned about plastic bags, they know the problem and they're concerned about the impact on wildlife, but as soon as they get to the checkout at the supermarket, their brain switches off," said Planet Ark's Dee. 

Not surprisingly, the plastic bag backlash may prove serious for manufacturers, many already under pressure from cheap Asian imports, as consumers switch from thin, single-use polythene bags to alternatives made of calico, paper or thickened plastic. One Australian plastic bag manufacturer has already been forced to lay off staff as a direct result, said the Plastics & Chemicals Industries Association. 

"To ban an article which is part of the litter stream will not solve the litter problem. An alternative will then be found in the litter stream," said Axel Kistenmacher, Plastics Europe director for environmental issues. "If it's the plastic bag today, it'll be the paper bag tomorrow." (Additional reporting by Sugita Katyal in New Delhi, Judy Hua in Beijing, Tiffany Wu in Taipei, Edward Stoddard in Johannesburg, Anis Ahmed in Dhaka and Laura Vinha in Helsinki) 

Story by Sophie Hares 

Story Date: 3/8/2004 _ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Danube Delta Terns Victims of Canal Construction 
KIEV, Ukraine, August 2, 2004 (ENS) - Thousands of tern chicks have died in their shells on a spit of land in the Danube delta named for the wealth of its bird life. They are the first loss of wildlife documented as a result of a ship canal being built by the Ukraine government across the Danube Delta to the Black Sea. The canal crosses a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve that is also a Ramsar Wetland of International Importance. 

Last month, representatives of Danube Biosphere Reserve and three other organizations "with sadness" documented the death of colonies of sandwich terns, Sternasandvicensis, and common terns, Sterna hirundo, that nested at the Ptichya (the Bird) spit near the Bystroe estuary. 

[image: image23.jpg]


Broken tern egg shells found by environmental observers on Ptichya spit. (Photo courtesy SEU)
On June 28 biologists recorded 950 and 430 nests in two sandwich tern colonies and 120 nests of common terns. In late July they found all the eggs were broken and no adult birds were present. "The colony abandoned the Ptichya spit," the observers said. 

"The most possible case of the colony vanishing was overwhelming disturbance coming from dredging fleet and service scooters working at the Bystroe estuary," according to the Socio-Ecological Union, one of the observer groups. 

"The noise coming from the working dredgers is spreading around for five to seven kilometers (three to five miles)," they said. The dredging is being conducted by the German company Moebius under contract to the Minstry of Transport of Ukraine. 

The Bystroe canal project is going ahead despite pending legal challenges and warnings from Ukranian and intergovernmental organizations that the canal violates several international agreements and would destroy the fragile area. 

A dredge from the German company Mobius works its way across the Danube Delta. (Photo courtesy SEU)
The Ukraine's official position is that the canal will do no harm to the delta. On July 8, at the EU-Ukraine Summit, Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma stated that canal construction through Bustroye estuary is harmless to the Danube Delta's nature. 

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry representative Konstantin Grischenko told environmental organizations who asked for a thorough environmental assessment, "Canal construction to the Black Sea through Bystroe estuary does not affect ecological balance of the Danube Delta." 

Logging of the reserve is about to begin. On June 17, a represenative of the company Delta-Pilot announced that logging of the Danube Biosphere Reserve will take place this summer in preparation for construction of the canal sides. 

If canal construction and reserve destruction continue, the environmental groups warn, in October the Danube Biosphere Reserve may lose its UNESCO biosphere certificate. 

"This will be a final stab - as then Ukrainian Government and business will be free to abolish the reserve and to use it territory for business purposes," said the Socio-Ecological Union, one of the environmental groups protesting the canal. 

Pelicans on the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (Photo courtesy SEU)
Meanwhile, the lawsuits launched by Ecopravo-Lviv, a nongovernmental international organization, are working their way through various courts. 

On June 29, the Kiev Commercial court heard the case against the environmental impact assessment of the canal project. It was the second court hearing, and the court did not take any decision yet, despite the ongoing construction of the canal by the Ministry of Transport. 

On June 30, the High Commercial Court of Ukraine heard the case on the withdrawal of the waters from the Danube Biosphere Reserve. "As no decision was taken it seems that the court is waiting for the political solution of the problem," said Ecopravo-Lviv. 

On August 5, the Kiev Commercial Court is scheduled to conduct the next hearing of Ecopravo-Lviv's suit against the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine challenging the conclusion of the state environmental assessment of the Danube Canal – Black Sea building project. 

The Danube Delta is inhabited by some 280 bird species, 70 percent of the world's white pelican population, and 50 percent of the world's pygmy cormorants. WWF and other environmental organizations are concerned that the Bystroye Canal will change the natural flow of the delta, which in turn affects breeding areas that support local fisheries in the Black Sea.

Crop Biotech Update

30 July 2004

BIOTECH TRAINING FOR HI SCHOOL TEACHERS IN KENYA 

Tuskegee University, USA and African Biotechnology Stakeholders Forum held a pioneering training workshop for 30 high school science teachers in Kenya on biotechnology. The practical workshops, held at Lukenya Academy on the outskirts of Nairobi, introduced the teachers to simple experiments using locally available materials and equipment to introduce traditional and modern biotechnology.

The teachers who came from 16 schools from Nairobi and Eastern provinces of Kenya also visited various biotechnology facilities in Nairobi, including the newly built biosafety greenhouse at the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute and Genetic Technologies Limited, a local private laboratory.

The workshops got the support of the country’s Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, through the permanent secretary, Prof Karega Mutahi. Another round of workshops for tutors of teachers as a means of making the project sustainable is being planned./ Kenya Biotechnology Center

For more updates, visit Kenya Biotechnology Center at http://www.isaaa-africenter.org.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

03 August 2004

General Environment News

EU for protection of endangered species under CITES

Brussels, Belgium (PANA) - The European Commission has drafted a proposal to be presented to the next conference of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) to be held in Bangkok (Thailand) from 2 to 14 October. The text is aimed at strengthening rules concerning the trade in endangered species; a communiqué issued Monday in Brussels said. Some 33,000 fauna and flora species are currently protected under the CITES convention which was signed in 1983 but came into force two years later. In the proposal, the EC commission has requested that the rules on the trade of certain endangered species, including elephants, be strengthened. The proposal noted that although the international trade of ivory is banned, poaching and the illegal trade of the product remained widespread in African countries. The EC felt that the restoration of the trade in ivory was unacceptable, except in cases where it was certain that it will not lead to increased poaching, it added. In this respect, it recalled that a few Southern African countries -- South Africa and Zimbabwe -- also succeeded in protecting their populations of elephants but the total ban to commercialize ivory generated stocks that raised serious security problems.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng051455&dte=02/08/2004
National Parks Widens Its Catchment Area

Business Day (Johannesburg): ENVIRONMENTAL Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk proclaimed more than 66000ha of land to be incorporated into the national parks system in a move that will boost SA's protected areas network. As a signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity, SA has a goal of ensuring at least 10% of all land in the country is protected. The proclamation by Van Schalkwyk at the weekend moves SA a step closer to reaching that goal. Department spokesman Mava Scott said yesterday that SA had "more than 5%" of land under protection. During his budget speech in June, Van Schalkwyk said that R123m would be budgeted for land acquisition for national parks over the next three years. A further R160m a year over the same period is expected from the local and international donor community. Van Schalkwyk said three of the areas affected by the expansion fell within the Cape floristic kingdom, which was recently declared as SA's sixth World Heritage Site. "Of great significance is the fact that the Table Mountain National Park, the Agulhas and the West Coast national parks fall within the Cape floristic kingdom, which we are proud to manage on behalf of the nations of the world," he said. The 66000ha of land proclaimed as part of the national parks include an extra 1725ha for the VhembeDongola National Park in Limpopo; 3636ha in Western Cape's Agulhas National Park, 17405ha in the Karoo National Park, 34246ha in the Namaqua National Park, 2121ha in the Augrabies Waterfall National Park, 6772ha in the West Coast National Park, and an extra 573ha for the Table Mountain National Park. Van Schalkwyk said the expansion of protected areas accomplished a number of goals, one of which was to bring a more representative cross-section of ecosystems into the protection net. "By creating more space in the parks, we allow for better facilities and greater attractions for visitors. We also create a need for expanded infrastructure like roads and more jobs in the conservation field and through concessions in the parks."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200408020151.html
Kenya launches national housing project

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenyan government Monday launched a National Housing Project for the construction of 150,000 housing units per year. Handing over office equipment and a vehicle to the Project Implementation Unit in Nairobi, Lands and Housing Minister Amos Kimunya said the project was in fulfillment of one of the pledges made by the ruling National Rainbow Coalition (NARC). He said the cost, which he did not disclose had been factored into the 2004-2005 national budget, adding that the scheme would help tackle accommodation problems faced by low and middle income groups in the urban Centres. The Minister said the housing problem had contributed to the mushrooming of slums and unplanned structures in the country's urban center. The government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Nairobi-based UN agency for human settlements, UN-Habitat for the formulation and implementation of a Kenya Slum Upgrading Programme (KENSUP). The programme, he said, would bring together stakeholders towards improving the lives of those living and working in slums and informal settlements.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng051379&dte=02/08/2004
Environment Body Unveils Strategic Plan

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The National Environmental Management Authority (Nema) is in the process of developing its first ever-strategic work plan to enhance its activities. Nema director general Prof. Ratemo Michieka yesterday said this would be the benchmark for the authority to develop annual work plans and specific programmes. The strategic plan will be produced with the help of two environmental experts and consultants from the European Union. Michieka said in Nakuru the plan would be a blueprint that would enable the Organisation carry out environmental management for Kenyans over the next five years. Speaking in Nakuru yesterday, Michieka said the plan would provide a focus approach to implementation of the environmental management and Coordination Act (EMCA). The director general made the remarks while opening a two-day strategic planning workshop attended by Nema board of management.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200408021202.html
Nairobi Garbage Plan Put On Hold

The Nation (Nairobi): A Sh3.5-billion garbage project for Nairobi has been put on hold. Jacorossi Imprese, the Italian firm that had been engaged by the City Council to carry out the project has announced it was suspending the venture. Jacorossi cites "negative remarks" about the waste management plan by Nairobi mayor Dick Wathika as the main reason for its decision. The firm has also been stung by revelations that the council was negotiating with a British firm for a similar project, with a meeting on the matter scheduled for August 14. "We shall temporarily put on hold our works on the project until such a time that this matter is clarified," said Mr. Christopher Staubo, the managing director of Anset Africa, Jacorossi's regional representative, in a letter to Mr. Wathika. The official said the venture's financiers might move it elsewhere if the city council's lukewarm attitude persists. The firm was finding it costly to hold 30 million Euro (Sh2.4 billion) set aside for the project in abeyance due to dithering at City Hall, Mr. Staubo said. In the letter, dated July 29, Mr. Staubo said the firm was not ready to commit the money in a venture whose survival hinged on council politics, the legal position notwithstanding.  Garbage management is a big challenge for City Hall. The council has sub-contracted garbage collection in some areas.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200408020787.html
Plan On Hyacinth Mooted

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The Lake Basin Development Authority (LBDA) is exploring the possibility of a joint venture with a Canadian investor regarding utilizing the water hyacinth. The authority-managing director Bartholomew Wanyama said the investor was willing to invest Sh3 billion in the project. He said the Canadian firm, through a local company, Two-M products Kenya Limited, had developed new technology of making fertilizers from the weed in Lake Victoria. Negotiations on the joint venture are ongoing, said the MD and he expressed optimism that it would take off. "We want to engage stakeholders to discuss the viability of the new technology and if the LBDA could tap it," he said. However, Simon Njoroge Mwaura, Director of the Company said the fertilizers from water hyacinth have been tested and proved to have all the plant nutrients.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200408020674.html
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ROAP Media Update – 03 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

New hooks catch fewer sea turtles: Study says change of ways may also take more fish
The Nation (Bangkok), Published on Aug 1, 2004  - Fishermen who use large, circular hooks baited with fish rather than squid may not only boost their catches, they may also significantly reduce the number of turtles killed and harmed in fishing gear every year. 
According to the UN Environment Programme, studies found that using so-called circle hooks baited with mackerel caught around 90 per cent fewer leatherback turtles and over 60 per cent fewer loggerhead turtles than traditional J-shaped hooks baited with squid.
…It has been produced in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme’s (Unep) Regional Seas Programme and the Indian Ocean-Southeast Asia (Iosea) Marine Turtle Secretariat, as well as numer-ous fisheries and research bodies. 
“Sea-turtle numbers have declined dramatically in recent years due to the combined effect of many threats, including mortality in fishing gear. Whether some populations survive the next few decades is an open question,” Douglas Hykle, Coordinator of the Bangkok-based secretariat, said.
…“We need to balance the legitimate economic needs of fishermen, including long-liners, with the need to conserve the marine environment, including sea turtles. I am sure the tips and advice in this booklet can play their part in furthering the urgent need for more responsible fishing that respects the natural world upon which we all depend,” Unep’s Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. http://nationmultimedia.com/page.arcview.php3?clid=3&id=103385&usrsess=1 
Research work is to begin in September to analyze the nature of the atmospheric brown clouds which gather over the country, during the NorthEast monsoon season.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives , TVM    02-08-2004 - The Ministry of Home Affairs and Environment has announced that research work is to begin in September this year to analyse the nature of the Asian Brown clouds which gather over the country, during the North East monsoon season.
The Ministry informs that the research is to begin soon in an observatory developed for this purpose in Hanimaadhoo of South Thiladhummathee Atoll and that necessary equipment will be installed this month.
The project will be jointly conducted by the United Nations Environment Programme,  the Centre for Clouds Chemistry and Climate of the University of California, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Government of Maldives.
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=3239 

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –2 August 2004

General Environment News

Environmental industry booms
China Daily 2004-08-02 
The coming of the 2008 Olympic Games to China and the 2010 Expo Shanghai have pulled foreign giants into a booming environment protection industry in the country. …
"(The above elements) prompt foreign businesses to actively seek opportunities in China," said Pan Yue, Vice Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-08/02/content_356648.htm
Beijing to raise water prices again
Xinhuanet 2004-07-31

Beijing, the national capital of China, will again raise prices for water for industrial, urban life and environmental purposes starting August 1, said a senior official of the Beijing Municipal Development and Reform Commission (BMDRC) here Saturday. The new round of price hikes is meant to promote economizing water use in Beijing, where water resources have been shrinking rapidly over the past years. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-07/31/content_1688463.htm 
Also in Xinhuanet: http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-08/02/content_1691951.htm
Drought strikes S. China

Xinhuanet 2004-07-30

Dry weather and rising demand for water have exposed southern China once again to drought, sources of the State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters disclosed here Friday. The headquarters attributed the drought to sustained high temperature and increasing demand for water because many farmers in the south need to reap their early rice and seed their late rice between late July and early August. As the drought situation in Jiangxi, Fujian, Zhejiang and Sichuan is developing fast, the headquarters has required local departments to take effective measures to help local farmers survive the busy season in farming. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-07/30/content_1681807.htm
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ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain 
Youngsters to focus on green issues  

ENVIRONMENTAL awareness is topping the agenda for a group of youngsters at the Science Centre for Children and Youth in Umm Al Hassam. 

Nineteen children, aged eight to 12 years, are taking part in the summer programme to learn more about the role of water in nature and the importance of all species. The two-month programme, which concludes on August 10, is being organised by the Public Commission for the protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife. 

Commission public relations and environmental media head Zakariya Khunji said children are being taught about various animal and plant life through theoretical and practical teaching methods.

"Modern teaching methods, presented by specialists, are being used to teach the children about various environmental factors affecting all species," he said.

"The children are also involved in conducting scientific experiments and are taken on field trips and visits to various areas where they can watch birds, animals and fish in their natural environment."

Mr Khunji said the programme is also focusing on various sources of water in nature as well as factors that cause water pollution.

At the end of the programme, each participant would present a project on means of conserving water and models of what they observed in nature
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=88204&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27134
UAE 
Insight: United they stand guard against contamination of Gulf waters 

Preventing oil spills, which cause lasting damage to the marine environment, even before they occur is the main aim of the Regional Clean Sea Organisation (Recso), which groups 12 major oil companies operating in the Gulf as well as oil tanker owners.

An oil spill near a beach is confined by a sand barrier to prevent it from spreading further out into the sea. 

"We are also expanding membership to include the different port authorities and electricity and water authorities in the region," said Khamis J. Bu Amim, Recso chairman and vice-president of the Dubai Petroleum Company.

Information sharing is the group's most critical platform for cooperation. 

Recso, founded in 1972 as the Gulf Area Oil Companies Mutual Aid Organisation, is a regional oil and shipping industry cooperative organisation which functions under the concept of "mutual aid" at times of marine oil spills. 

It functions as a voluntary, non-commercial association of oil operators with the objective of accomplishing a 'clean sea' vision. In the last 32 years, Recso has had to respond to several oil-spill incidents. The group's resolve and procedures had been put to the test in battling oil spills during the Gulf War in 1991.

www.gulfnews.com
Hamdan issues decree to regulate fishing practice
ABU DHABI - Shaikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Chairman of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda), has issued a new decree regularising fishing with specifications required for the practice such as paritculuar types of nets known as ‘Al Sakar’ (fixed nets) and ‘Al Dahfara’ encircling nets.

The decree, which comes in line with the Federal Law No. 23 of 1999 on exploitation, protection and development of living marine aquatic resources, stipulates strict penalties that range between imprisonment and heavy fines in case of violation.

According to Erwda, the eight-article decree specifying conditions of using ‘Al Sakar’ and ‘Al Dahfara’ in fishing in the emirate of Abu Dhabi was based on recommendations made by a sub-committee about specifications of nets and the approval of another committee tasked with regulating fishing activities.

As per the decree, fishing using ‘Al Sakar’ and ‘Al Dahfara’ will be premissable only for those who have trading fishing licence or fishing rights on lagoons or particular portion of the sea.

The decree also states that Erwda is the sole body authorised in the capital with issuing fishing licence.

It bans the use of nylon-made nets and that Al Sakar or fixed nets should have a mesh of not less than 2.5cm and must not be used beyond 1,500 meters away from lagoons and areas rich in coral reefs.

The decree also states that “the length of the Al Dahfara or encircling net should not exceed 700 metres and a depth of six spans of outstretched arm, while the mesh should not be less than 6cm”.

The last article of the decree stipulates that “violating fishermen may face a six-month imprisonment and a minimum fine of Dh25,000 and not more than Dh50,000 or either of the punishments.

If the violation was repeated, violators will get a jail term of not less than one year and a fine (not less than Dh50,000 and not more than Dh100,000) or either of them, according to the decree.

However, in the event of any violation, fishing boats and fishing equipment will be confiscated.

The decree has urged the parties concerned to adopt, in cooperation with the specialised authorities, all the necessary procedures required to implement the decree and make sure that it is implemented.
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/august/theuae_august23.xml
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Accra Agreement on Côte d’Ivoire
Just before midnight on Friday, at an African summit in Accra, Ghana, the Ivorian parties one by one signed an agreement to relaunch the peace process in the divided country.
The President of Côte d’Ivoire, Laurent Gbagbo, agreed to use the powers invested in him by the Constitution to carry out the Linas Marcoussis agreement of nearly two years ago regarding guidelines as to who is eligible to run for the presidency of the country.  He also agreed, in the name of national unity, to take back into the Government three opposition cabinet members he dismissed in May.
Other provisions of the agreement include the delegation of powers to the Prime Minister, investigation into human rights abuses and a monitoring mechanism to report on progress in the implementation of the accord.
Asked at a press conference afterwards if the agreement would be honoured when past agreements had failed, the Secretary-General replied:  “Times change.  The people are tired.  The leaders themselves are beginning to realize that they need to get a handle on this.”  In an interview before he left Accra, the Secretary-General stated:  “I’m challenging the Ivorian leaders to rise above the fray and to put their personal and selfish interests aside and work for the nation and the people.”
Copies of the agreement in English and French are available in my Office, as is the transcript of the press conference.  The Secretary-General will be back in his office later this afternoon.
**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, is in Khartoum attending a meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism, which he co-chairs with the Sudanese Foreign Minister, Mustafa Ismail.  Among the main items being discussed is the report of the Joint Verification team that visited Darfur between 23 and 26 July to assess the humanitarian and security situation there.
Also on the issue of Darfur, the Secretary-General’s Representative on Internally Displaced Persons, Francis Deng, has called for a comprehensive settlement to address the root causes of displacement in Darfur and in all of Sudan.  In a statement issued today following his just-completed mission to the Sudan, he notes that he found a situation of persistent insecurity and human rights violations as the paramount concern of the displaced.
Deng calls for the Sudan to transform itself and forge a new common and inclusive framework of national identity.  He says that resisting this would be “imprudent, unsustainable and self-defeating”.  The full text of his statement is available upstairs.
Regarding humanitarian assistance to Darfur, the World Food Programme announced today that it had begun air drops of food to the most inaccessible parts of the Darfur region.  The food will reach more than 70,000 displaced people and local residents who have been cut off from aid because of the rainy season and insecurity.  More information from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is available upstairs.
**Security Council
With the start of the new month yesterday, Russian Ambassador Andrey Denisov has taken over the rotating Presidency of the Security Council.  There are no Council meetings or consultations today, as Ambassador Denisov meets bilaterally with other Council members to discuss the program of work for August.
Tomorrow, the Council intends to hold consultations on the program of work for this month.  Then, at 1:00 tomorrow afternoon, following his presentation of credentials to the Secretary-General, Ambassador Denisov will speak to you in this room concerning the Council’s work during August.
**Afghanistan
More than 90 per cent of the Afghans eligible to vote have now registered to do so, the United Nations Mission in Afghanistan said yesterday.  As of 29 July, more than 8.6 million Afghans were registered to vote, including more than five million men and more than three and a half million women.
Afghanistan’s Joint Electoral Management Body today said that voter registration in the country will end on 15 August.  We have more details in the Kabul briefing notes upstairs.
**UNICEF Bangladesh Appeal
UNICEF, the United Nations Children’s Fund, has issued an urgent appeal for $13.4 million to help people affected by the recent floods in Bangladesh.  The floods were the worst since 1998, and 25 million people have been affected.  The funds are needed to supply 60 million water purification tablets, supplies to manage diarrhea and cholera outbreaks, and food for infants and children.
**WFP North Korea
The World Food Programme (WFP) has welcomed the arrival of a major shipment of Russian food aid to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  WFP says the shipment will help support millions of malnourished children and women over the coming weeks.  The donation is the largest part of an $11 million dollar contribution by Russia -– its first ever through WFP. 
WFP has appealed for almost 500,000 tons of commodities to help feed 6.5 million North Koreans this year –- so far, its received confirmed pledges amounting to 125,000 tons.  We have more on that upstairs.
**Ethiopia
Finally, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has established a presence in the Somali Region of Ethiopia to help improve humanitarian assistance there following a drought in some areas.
International agencies on the ground, including the United Nations Children’s Fund, talk of a humanitarian crisis that will develop if rural communities are not assisted during the drought.  Already, the water situation for humans and livestock is becoming critical in many districts.  That’s all I have for you.
**Questions and Answers
Question:  In Paraguay, we heard that in the dreadful supermarket fire that there were some United Nations people involved.  Do you have any news of that?
Spokesman:  I haven’t heard that, but let me check with our security office to see if that’s true.
[It was later announced that no United Nations staff had been reported as injured or dead following the fire in Paraguay.]
Question: In addition to setting up this Joint Implementation Committee in Khartoum, can we assume that Jan Pronk is now starting this thirty-day period in which he will be tasked with reporting back to the Security Council under the terms of the resolution last week?  I mean, he still remains the United Nations person who will be coming back here to say how things are going.
Spokesman:  Yes.  I think the plan is -- under the Joint Declaration -- for him to meet with the Sudanese Foreign Minister every two weeks.  The Secretary-General has asked him to report to the Council monthly, and the Council resolution calls on him to report within 30 days.  So yes, the clock is ticking.
Question:  I know you can’t say much on security, but how is the United Nations involved in this latest terror threat?  Were United Nations officials told that the United Nations was mentioned in anybody’s computer in Pakistan?  Has there been a higher elevation in any way that you won’t be able to tell us about security in the Building?
Spokesman:  On the advice of the New York City Police Department, we further tightened our security measures over this past weekend.
Question:  Was that an upgrade that has been done in the past or an upgrade from the overall level and will remain now at a higher level?
Spokesman: We can’t predict whether it will go up or down, but in response to an increased security threat, and on the advice of the Police Department, we’ve taken additional measures.
Question:  Were you told, was the United Nations threatened at all in any new information?
Spokesman:  I can’t go beyond what I’ve just said.
Thank you very much.
* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Turtles" ��UN News Centre – Bigger swordfishing hooks kill fewer turtles� 
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Daily Nation – How to turn the tide in favour of sea turtles
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