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· Reuters - Heatwave Study May Fuel Global Warming Lawsuits
· BBC - German Minister Hails Kyoto, Urges Higher Eu Targets
· DPA - UNICEF director urges landmine eradication pact ratification
· PACNews - UN And Mauritius Sign Agreement On Upcoming Small Islands Conference
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· ROA


Other UN News

•
UN Daily News of 2 December 2004

•
S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 2 December 2004

PANA
New plan mooted to save Angolan elephants

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Wildlife conservationists launched a one million US dollar project here Thursday aimed at protecting 120,000 elephants from an Angolan wildlife sanctuary from the crippling effects of landmines to facilitate their movement to neighbouring Zambia.

Wildlife Works founder Mike Korchinsky said the plan would save tens of thousands of elephants from an imminent death by removing the landmines and provide a safe playing environment for Angolan

children.

The US and the Swiss government are supporting the mine clearance plan, which conservationists said are aimed at creating a vast transfrontier conservation area.

The mine clearance plan also aims at re-establishing Angola as a tourist destination and creating renewed economic activities in the remote villages, inflicted by thousands of landmines left behind during war.

The joint project, initiated by California-based wildlife conservators, Roots for Peace and Wildlife Works, aims at raising funds at the on-going Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World for mine clearance activities in the southern Africa region.

The mine clearance activities targets the smoothening of a wildlife migration route linking Botswana with Zambia and Angola and is aimed at easing tension in Angola, which is hosting a rapidly growing elephant population currently estimated to grow at five percent every year.

"The bonus of removing the landmines is that you provide a safe environment for local children and allow eco-tourists to visit the area, bringing an economic future to the local communities," Korchinsky said.

The launch of the demining project in Southern Africa to save the elephants and ease human-animal conflicts was done on the sidelines of the Nairobi summit, whose high level segment kicked off Thursday.

Nobel Peace Laureate Jody Williams planted a tree at the UN Environmental Programme headquarters in Nairobi to launch the project before an elephant sculpture with a blown leg.

Angolan Foreign Minister Jaob Bernado de Miranda said 19 anti-personnel mines have caused 19 injuries and 14 deaths since the  beginning of the year.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS
Countries Gather to Lighten the World's Burden of Landmines
NAIROBI, Kenya, December 2, 2004 (ENS) - A project to clear anti-personnel land mines from a wildlife sanctuary in southern Africa was introduced today at a global conference on land mines in an effort to give thousands of elephants and local residents fresh hope. 

The initiative, backed by the California based organization Roots of Peace, demonstrates that land mines are an environmental as well as a humanitarian concern. 

The US$1 million project initially aims to clear mines, sown during the Angolan civil war, to help restore an ancient elephant migration route linking Botswana with Zambia and Angola. 
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Deminer works in Angola. (Photo courtesy UNDP)

There are very few ecotourism initiatives in Angola, mainly because of land mines. Restoring this area is part of a plan to create a large transboundary park known as the Okavango/Upper Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area which will stretch from Zimbabwe through Botswana, Namibia, Angola and Zambia. 

An estimated 120,000 elephants, whose numbers are growing at five percent annually would be able to move north into Angola and Zambia if the mines were cleared. 

The Roots of Peace elephant project was announced during the Nairobi Summit for a Mine-Free World taking place at the headquarters of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

The Nairobi Summit is the first five year review of the 1997 Ottawa Convention banning anti-personnel mines. At the Summit, the international community is expected to adopt a powerful action plan to address challenges that remain on the path towards a mine-free world. 

Heads of state and ministers of foreign affairs from several countries are expected to address the Summit’s two day high level session that opens today. 

At the Summit Ethiopia became the 144th state to accept the Ottawa Convention. The announcement came Monday on the first day of the Summit. 

“I am ecstatic that on the first day of this historic event one of the world’s most mine-affected states has joined the effort to end the suffering caused by anti-personnel mines,” said Summit President Ambassador Wolfgang Petritsch of Austria. 

Petritsch noted that Ethiopia will destroy its existing stockpiles of anti-personnel mines within four years, clear mined areas within 10 years, and cease any use, production or transfer of the weapons immediately. 
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Anti-personnel mine (Photo courtesy UN)

“Every state in Sub-Saharan Africa except Somalia has now accepted the Ottawa Convention’s comprehensive solution to the humanitarian catastrophe caused by anti-personnel mines,” said Ambassador Petritsch. “In addition, I have great hope that Somalia will soon join this global movement given as the new Somali Prime Minister has confirmed that he will attend the Nairobi Summit.” 

The official five year review document offers a hopeful outlook. Since it was adopted in Oslo on September 18, 1997, the Convention’s "unique spirit of cooperation has been sustained, ensuring the Convention’s rapid entry into force and over five successful years of implementation," the document states. 

The review charts progress and points out considerable challenges that remain before the world will be free of mines. 

Despite great progress towards universal adherence, 51 countries have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention, including the United States. 

"The U.S. will not sign the Ottawa Convention because of concern for the safety and security of our men and women in uniform, and because of our responsibilities around the world for the security of friends and allies," the U.S. State Department's Bureau of Political-Military Affairs said in a statement issued November 26. 

"The Ottawa Convention would remove from U.S. forces munitions our commanders say they may need for these purposes, munitions that self-destruct or self-deactivate within hours or days of being used, and thus do not remain hazardous to innocent people after the military conflict has ended," the State Department said. 
"The U.S. has ratified the Amended Mines Protocol to the Convention on Conventional Weapons, a separate international landmine treaty that establishes reasonable, transparent and verifiable standards for the use of landmines to minimize risks to civilians," said the State Department, which assured the global community that "at present, the United States maintains no minefields anywhere in the world, and has not exported anti-personnel landmines since 1992." 
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A mined riverbed en route to Farkhar village, Afghanistan, 2002. (Photo by David Jensen courtesy UNEP Post Conflict Assessment Unit)

But 12 countries that are not parties to the Ottawa Convention have used anti-personnel mines since the Convention entered into force - Ethiopia, Georgia, India, Israel, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Myanmar, Pakistan, the Russian Federation, Sri Lanka and Uzbekistan, as well as Iraq under its former regime, according to the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL), a network of 1,400 nongovernmental organizations in 90 countries. 

The ICBL has estimated that six countries that are not Parties to the Ottawa Convention may hold a total of more than 180 million stockpiled antipersonnel mines. They are China, India, South Korea, Pakistan, the Russian Federation and the United States. 

Together, the Parties have destroyed more than 37 million landmines since the Ottawa Convention took effect. 

From a financial perspective, the five year review acknowledges that some States Parties, particularly developing countries, do not possess the financial means to destroy their stockpiles of antipersonnel mines given pressing needs in other areas. 

"It should be recognized that while an investment of typically less than US$1 per mine will destroy a stockpile of mines, the costs to clear emplaced mines are hundreds or thousands of times higher," the review document says. 

[image: image28.jpg]


Nobel Peace Prize Laureates Kenyan Assistant Environment Minister Wangari Maathai (left), Shirin Ebadi of Iran (center), and Jody Williams of the United States, who won in 1997 for her work for the International Campaign to Ban Landmines. The three Laureates led a panel in Nairobi on responses to war. (Photo courtesy ICBL)

Many States Parties do not have the means to obtain accurate data on casualties or even a general sense of the extent to which populations are at risk underscores the need for assessments in order to determine what needs to be done to initiate or advance mine education activities. 

From a technical perspective, the remaining main challenges include the destruction of a unique type of mine, the PFM1 mine, the review document explains. 

This type of mine is tough to destroy because it cannot be disarmed once armed, and it contains a liquid explosive that gives off toxic fumes once detonated. 

Belarus, which is a Party to the Convention, holds millions of PFM1 mines. In addition, some States that are not Parties including one signatory, Ukraine, have large stockpiles of them, the review says, pointing out that "the destruction of those stockpiles would be an important challenge should they join the Convention." 

Another technical challenge relates to a lack of expertise by some Parties to develop and implement national stockpile destruction plans. 

Mine detection efforts are getting more creative, although most mine clearance still depends on the mainstays - manual deminers, mine detection dogs and mechanical systems. 

But new techniques are in development. Tests have been conducted on combined ground penetrating radar and metal detectors and on infrared detectors. 

The use of creatures other than dogs to detect antipersonnel mines is being investigated, with certain types of rats, trained honey bees, and genetically modified plants showing some promising results. 

Once areas have been demined, they can be converted - carefully - to peaceful uses. 

Roots of Peace, which works with bodies including the UNEP, the United Nations Development Programme UNDP, the United Nations Mine Action Service and the UK based Mine Advisory Group, is developing agricultural projects in de-mined areas. 
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Tun Channareth of Cambodia. Landmine survivor, Ambassador for the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. (Photo by Markku Sarubin courtesy La Trobe University)
In Afghanistan, the de-mined areas have been restored into grape growing fields and in Cambodia, the once deadly soils are now being used to cultivate rice. 

"Together we have planted rice in Cambodia, grapes in Afghanistan, orchards in Croatia and wheat in Iraq converting swords into plough shares in war torn countries," said Heidi Kuhn, founder and president of Roots of Peace. 

UNEP, which has a Post Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU) based in Geneva, has carried out studies in several war-torn countries and regions including the Balkans, Afghanistan and Iraq. 

It recently conducted a post conflict assessment of Liberia and has received similar requests from other African countries including Angola. 

Henrik Slotte of the Unit said, " Mines and unexploded ordnance (UXO's) have been problem in many areas where UNEP-PCAU has been working such as Afghanistan, in Kosovo, in Serbia-Montenegro, in Bosnia-Hertzegovina and in Iraq." 

"In addition to immediate risks for the local population and returning refugees after the conflicts, mines and UXO's are also posing a threat to the wildlife and to the use of nature protection areas such as National Parks and wildlife reserves," Slotte said. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said, "Land mines are among the horrendous legacies of war that play their deadly role in perpetuating poverty. The direct threat to people from these seeds of misery must be our first concern but it is clear that the environment, upon which local people depend for items such as food, shelter and natural medicines suffers, too." 

"Land mines effectively bar people from productive land forcing them to clear forests and other precious areas for agriculture with consequences for the fertility of soils, accelerated land degradation and loss of wildlife," said Toepfer. "We need more initiatives like this Roots of Peace and Conservation International project in Angola that not only remove these discarded weapons but replace them with the chance for local people to earn a sustainable livelihood." 

Dr. Ken Rutherford and his fiancee Kim Schwers after he was maimed by a landmine near Lugh, Somalia, in 1993. They are now married with four children. In 1997, Rutherford started the Landmine Survivors Network. He serves as Landmine Studies Coordinator, Department of Political Science, Southwest Missouri State University. (Photo courtesy Journal of Mine Action)
Access to "opportunities to earn a living and be accepted as part of society" is an important part of the Landmine Survivors Summit Declaration issued Sunday after the parallel gathering of survivors in Nairobi convened by Her Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan. 

In their Declaration, the survivors called upon Ottawa Convention States Parties to do many things including, "integrate landmine survivor assistance into national health and rehabilitation policies and development programs." 

In addition, the survivors ask for recognition that "as a necessary condition of adequate victim assistance, landmine survivors must be treated on an equal basis with all other members of society and protected from discrimination on the basis of their disability in accordance with recognised civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights." 

Read the Survivors Summit Declaration here. 

View the Draft Five Year Review of the Ottawa Convention. 



	

	


UN News Centre

UNICEF calls on China, India, Russia and US to join Mine Ban Treaty
	

	A victim of a landmine explosion


2 December 2004 – With landmines claiming up to 20,000 victims a year, many of them children, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called on China, India, Russia and the United States to join the Mine Ban Treaty and immediately cease production of the weapons. 

“Landmines are a deadly attraction for children, whose innate curiosity and need for play often lure them directly into harm’s way,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy told the first World Summit on a Mine Free World being held this week at the headquarters of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The millions of antipersonnel landmines and other explosive remnants of war across the globe pose a vicious threat to children, who are being injured, killed and orphaned by them long after wars are over, and she called on the four countries - among the largest holders of the weapon in the world - to also do more to assist those whose lives have been disrupted by mines. 

“Landmines, meant to be used against soldiers in war, are devastating the lives of children at peace,” Ms. Bellamy said. “Countries have a moral responsibility to ratify the Mine Ban Treaty and rid the world of these devastating weapons.” 

Since it went into force five years ago, 143 states have ratified the treaty, which prohibits signatories from using, stockpiling, producing or transferring landmines. 

“The cost of playing too close to a landmine is brutal,” Ms. Bellamy said, citing loss of limbs, blindness, deafness, and injuries to the genital area as some of damage landmines inflict on children. In part because they are physically smaller, children are more likely than adults to die from landmine injuries. 

Over 80 per cent of the 15,000 to 20,000 landmine victims each year are civilians, and at least one in five are children, according to the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL). Among the most contaminated countries are Iraq, Cambodia, Afghanistan, Colombia and Angola. 

UN Assistant Secretary-General Julia Taft, Director of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Bureau for Conflict Prevention and Recovery, told the summit that countries like Afghanistan and Angola will never fully develop without the removal of landmines.

“The landmine problem is a critical development issue,” she said. “The terrible human toll taken by these indiscriminate weapons is compounded by deep and lasting economic damage. Millions of mines still in the ground mean that there are hundreds of roads that cannot be travelled, thousands of acres of farmlands that cannot be tilled, and entire communities that are deprived of health care and education and essential investment.” 

An ambitious project to clear mines from a wildlife sanctuary in Angola, scene of a three-decade-long civil war, was launched at the summit today in a bid to give thousands of elephants and local villagers new hope. 

“The direct threat to people from these seeds of misery must be our first concern but it is clear that the environment, upon which local people depend for items such as food, shelter and natural medicines suffers, too,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

The $1 million project, backed by the California-based Roots of Peace, initially aims to help restore an ancient elephant migration route linking Botswana with Zambia and Angola. It is part of a wider plan aimed at creating a vast trans-frontier conservation area which is being supported by the governments of Switzerland and the United States. 

Angola has over 2,200 known sites harbouring mines or unexploded ordnance. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
	

	


Xinhua
New plan launched to clear mines for migrating African elephants

www.chinaview.cn 2004-12-03 01:33:32

    NAIROBI, Dec. 2 (Xinhuanet) -- An ambitious project to clear deadly landmines in southern Africa was launched Thursday in a landmine conference in Kenyan capital Nairobi, a bid to allow thousands of elephants and local villagers live and travel in peace.

    The million-dollar initiative, created by the California-based Roots of Peace, a non-governmental organization, underlines landmines are an environmental and a humanitarian concern.

    The new plan was announced during the ongoing Nairobi Summit for a Mine-Free World held in the Kenyan capital.

    Speaking during a ceremony, Roots of Peace and another organization Wildlife Works announced their partnership to raise one million US dollars to clear a southern Angolan Wilderness of lethal landmines.

    "The de-mining will allow these animals access to Zambia and back into Angola, enabling them to follow ancient elephant migration routes, presently barred by the presence of the landmines," an official with the organization said.

    An estimated 120,000 elephants in southern Africa, whose numbers are growing at five percent annually would be able to movenorth into Angola and Zambia if the mines were cleared, according to the organization.

    Heidi Kuhn, founder and president of Roots of Peace said they were "waging peace on the most heavily mined country in Africa."

    She said restoring the migration routes by de-mining the reserve also offered the prospect of creating jobs and much neededincome for the local people, adding there were very few eco-tourism initiatives in Angola, mainly because of the landmines.

    "Together we have planted rice in Cambodia, grapes in Afghanistan, orchards in Croatia and wheat in Iraq - converting 'swords into plough shares' in war-torn countries," said Kuhn.

    The project initially aims to clear mines, down during the Angolan civil war, to help restore an ancient elephant migration route linking Botswana with Zambia and Angola.

    "Landmines are among the horrendous legacies of war that play their deadly role in perpetuating poverty. The direct threat to people from these seeds of misery must be our first concern but itis clear that the environment, upon which local people depend for items such as food, shelter, and natural medicines suffers, too," UN Environment Program's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.

    Angola, which suffered three decades of civil war that finally came to an end in December 2002, is one of the most heavily mined countries in the world with over 2,200 known sites harboring minesor unexploded ordnance. Enditem

____________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

Project to clear mines in Angola's elephant migratory paths launched

	


NAIROBI (AFP) Dec 02, 2004

A project to clear landmines along paths used by elephants in a wildlife sanctuary in Angola during migratory periods was launched at a conference on landmines in Nairobi on Thursday.

The project, to clear mines along the migratory paths in Luiana Partial Reserve in eastern Angola linking them to parks in Botswana and Zambia, was launched by Nobel Peace Prize winner Jody Williams.

The initiative will be carried out by Roots for Peace, a US-based non-governmental organisation, which specialises on clearing mines and planting trees. It is expected to cost in the region of 637,000 dollars.

If the mines are cleared, an estimated 120,000 elephants in Botswana, whose numbers are growing at five percent annually, would be able to move north to Angola and Zambia during migratory periods, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a statement.

The statement said UNEP will assist villagers living around reserves, whose crops have been damaged by elephants trying to evade the mined areas in Angola, the most heavily mined African nation.

Angola suffered three decades of civil war between government forces and rebels, which finaly ended in December 2002.

About 2,200 sites are known to be mined or contain other unexploded ordnances.

"If this option is not followed, Botswana is faced with the stark reality of shooting and killing up to 60,000 elephants over the next few years," the UNEP statement quoted CI's John Hanks as saying.

Nearly 1,000 delegates are in the Kenyan capital for a week-long conference reviewing progress made since the 1997 Ottawa Convention was signed. The Convention bans the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of landmines that kill or maim around 40 people in the world everyday, and vows to rid the world of the deadly devices by 2009.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Angola to demine elephant route 
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Northern Botswana has seen its elephant population swell


An ancient elephant migration route in southern Africa is to be cleared of mines to create new living space for swelling herds. 
The 150km strip will allow passage to 120,000 elephants crowded in Botswana into Angola and Zambia. 
The $1m UN-backed initiative was unveiled at an anti-landmine summit in the Kenyan capital Nairobi on Thursday. 
Angola is one of the world's most heavily-mined countries after nearly 30 years of civil war. 
There are 2,200 known sites harbouring mines or unexploded ammunition, according to United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). 
Environmentalists said the elephants appear to sense the danger of the mines, and have confined themselves to an area of 107,000 sq km (41,320 sq miles) in northern Botswana, which is being laid to waste by their surging numbers. 
The elephants are also coming into increasing conflict with villagers because of the damage they are causing to crops and the daily threats to human life. 
"An estimated 120,000 elephants, whose numbers are growing at 5% annually, would be able to move north into Angola and Zambia if the mines were cleared," said Unep. 
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Elephants will be able to migrate from Botswana to Angola and Zambia


The project is part of a wider plan to create a vast cross-border conservation reserve, stretching from Zimbabwe through Botswana, Namibia, Angola and Zambia. 
The mine-clearing, spearheaded by humanitarian organisation Roots of Peace, will initially focus on a 150 sq km (58 sq mile) area of the Luiana Partial Reserve in south-eastern Angola. 
The initiative could be a boon Angola's fledgling eco-tourist industry as the impoverished country attempts to rebuild itself after decades of conflict. 
Dr John Hanks of Conservation International, which developed the project, said de-mining would give Botswana's elephants "access to Zambia and back into Angola, enabling them to follow ancient elephant migration routes presently barred by the presence of the land mines". 
He added: "If this option is not followed, Botswana is faced with the stark reality of shooting and killing up to 60,000 elephants (to control the population) over the next few years." 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail & Guardian

Plan to clear mines from elephant routes 

A project to clear landmines along paths used by elephants in a wildlife sanctuary in Angola during migratory periods was launched at a conference on landmines in Nairobi on Thursday. 

The project, to clear mines along the migratory paths in Luiana Partial Reserve in eastern Angola linking them to parks in Botswana and Zambia, was launched by Nobel Peace Prize winner Jody Williams.

The initiative will be carried out by Roots for Peace, a United States-based non-governmental organisation, which specialises on clearing mines and planting trees. It is expected to cost in the region of $637 000.

If the mines are cleared, an estimated 120 000 elephants in Botswana, whose numbers are growing at 5% annually, would be able to move north to Angola and Zambia during migratory periods, the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) said in a statement.

The statement said Unep will assist villagers living around reserves, whose crops have been damaged by elephants trying to evade the mined areas in Angola, the most heavily mined African nation.

Angola suffered 30 years of civil war between government forces and rebels, which finaly ended in December 2002.

About 2 200 sites are known to be mined or contain other unexploded ordnances.

"If this option is not followed, Botswana is faced with the stark reality of shooting and killing up to 60 000 elephants over the next few years," the Unep statement said.

Nearly 1,000 delegates are in the Kenyan capital for a week-long conference reviewing progress made since the 1997 Ottawa Convention was signed. The Convention bans the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of landmines that kill or maim around 40 people in the world every day, and vows to rid the world of the deadly devices by 2009. - Sapa-AFP
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Ancient Angola Elephant Route to be Demined

SOUTH AFRICA / ANGOLA: December 3, 2004

JOHANNESBURG - An ancient but now lethal migration route for elephants is to be demined in Angola, paving the way for swelling herds in neighbouring Botswana and Zambia to expand their range, the United Nations said on Thursday.

Angola, which suffered almost three decades of civil war, is one of the world's most heavily mined countries, a situation that is taking a heavy toll on both humans and wildlife.

And sparsely populated northern Botswana has a pachyderm bottleneck, with a fast growing elephant population that is eating itself out of house and home and coming into conflict with poor rural folk.

"An estimated 120,000 elephants, whose numbers are growing at 5 percent annually, would be able to move north into Angola and Zambia if the mines were cleared," the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a statement.

Environmentalists say the elephants -- famed for their intelligence and long memories -- appear to sense the danger posed by the mines, confining them to an area of 107,000 sq kms (41,320 sq miles) which is being laid to waste by their surging numbers. The unveiling of the initiative coincides with a global conference in the Kenyan capital Nairobi which is discussing ways to eradicate the scourge of landmines. UNEP said the $1 million project, backed by the California based humanitarian organisation Roots of Peace and environment group Conservation International, was part of a wider plan to create a vast transfrontier conservation area which would eventually include Namibia's Caprivi Strip.

This could be a boon Angola's fledgling eco-tourist industry as the impoverished southwest African country attempts to rebuild itself after decades of brutal conflict.

Dr John Hanks of Conservation International said de-mining will give Botswana elephants "access to Zambia and back into Angola enabling them to follow ancient elephant migration routes, presently barred by the presence of the land mines".

"If this option is not followed, Botswana is faced with the stark reality of shooting and killing up to 60,000 elephants (to control the population) over the next few years," he added.

The project will initially focus on a 150 sq km (58 sq mile) area of the Luiana Partial Reserve in southeastern Angola.

Story by Ed Stoddard

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Independent on line

Elephant trails to be cleared of mines 

Nairobi - A project to clear landmines along elephant migratory paths in Luiana Partial Reserve in eastern Angola, linking them to parks in Botswana and Zambia, was launched by Nobel Peace Prize winner Jody Williams in Nairobi on Thursday.

The initiative will be carried out by Roots for Peace, a United States-based non-governmental organisation, which specialises on clearing mines and planting trees. It is expected to cost in the region of $637 000 (about R3,6-million).

If the mines are cleared, an estimated 120 000 elephants in Botswana, whose numbers are growing at five percent annually, would be able to move north to Angola and Zambia during migratory periods, the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) said in a statement.

The statement said Unep will assist villagers living around reserves, whose crops have been damaged by elephants trying to evade the mined areas in Angola, the most heavily mined African nation.

Angola suffered three decades of civil war between government forces and rebels, which finally ended in December 2002.

About 2 200 sites are known to be mined or contain other unexploded ordnances.

"If this option is not followed, Botswana is faced with the stark reality of shooting and killing up to 60 000 elephants over the next few years," the Unep statement quoted CI's John Hanks as saying.

Nearly 1 000 delegates are in the Kenyan capital for a week-long conference reviewing progress made since the 1997 Ottawa Convention was signed. The Convention bans the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of landmines that kill or maim around 40 people in the world everyday, and vows to rid the world of the deadly devices by 2009.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Kerala News 

Asia ; UNICEF calls on China, India, Russia and US to join Mine Ban Treaty

Asia News, With landmines claiming up to 20,000 victims a year, many of them children, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called on China, India, Russia and the United States to join the Mine Ban Treaty and immediately cease production of the weapons.

“Landmines are a deadly attraction for children, whose innate curiosity and need for play often lure them directly into harm’s way,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy told the first World Summit on a Mine Free World being held this week at the headquarters of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya.

The millions of antipersonnel landmines and other explosive remnants of war across the globe pose a vicious threat to children, who are being injured, killed and orphaned by them long after wars are over, and she called on the four countries - among the largest holders of the weapon in the world - to also do more to assist those whose lives have been disrupted by mines.

“Landmines, meant to be used against soldiers in war, are devastating the lives of children at peace,” Ms. Bellamy said. “Countries have a moral responsibility to ratify the Mine Ban Treaty and rid the world of these devastating weapons.”

Since it went into force five years ago, 143 states have ratified the treaty, which prohibits signatories from using, stockpiling, producing or transferring landmines.

“The cost of playing too close to a landmine is brutal,” Ms. Bellamy said, citing loss of limbs, blindness, deafness, and injuries to the genital area as some of damage landmines inflict on children. In part because they are physically smaller, children are more likely than adults to die from landmine injuries.

Over 80 per cent of the 15,000 to 20,000 landmine victims each year are civilians, and at least one in five are children, according to the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL). Among the most contaminated countries are Iraq, Cambodia, Afghanistan, Colombia and Angola.

UN Assistant Secretary-General Julia Taft, Director of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Bureau for Conflict Prevention and Recovery, told the summit that countries like Afghanistan and Angola will never fully develop without the removal of landmines.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

African leaders call on major land mine-producing countries to join 

BC-AF-GEN--Kenya-Land Mines Summit, 1st Ld-Writethru African leaders call on major land mine-producing countries to join treaty to ban the devices 

By TOM MALITI

   NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) _ African leaders called on land-mine-producing countries on Thursday to join an international treaty to ban the deadly devices, saying there is no justification for them. 

Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki and Malawi's President Bingu wa Mutharika said that if the major land-mine-producing countries joined the 1997 Ottawa Convention to ban anti-personnel mines, then the treaty's goal of a mine-free world could be achieved. 

They were speaking during the high-level segment of the first five-year review of the treaty, during which more than 1,300 delegates are also discussing an action plan for the next five years. 

China, Russia and the United States are among 15 countries that produce or still have the capacity to produce land mines, according to the 2004 Landmine Monitor, the annual report of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, winner of the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize. Thpse countries have not signed the treaty. 

``If small countries can eliminate these weapons from their arsenals, there is no justification for the mighty and powerful states and those with sophisticated weapons to continue clinging on to them,'' said Kibaki. 

Wa Mutharika said he appealed ``particularly to the superpower states to show solidarity and accede to the convention so that we can join hands toward attainment of a mine-free world.'' 

Rwandan Prime Minister Bernard Makuza said major land-mine-producing countries should join the treaty because the mines can fall into the hands of rebels and other armed groups. 

To date, 144 countries have ratified the Ottawa Convention but 41 countries have not. 

Countries around the world have destroyed 62 million stockpiled mines, but 67 countries still have about 200 million mines in their stockpile, according to the 2004 Landmine Monitor. 

Before the treaty to ban land mines came into force 51 countries were known to produce land mines. 

Roots for Peace, a San Rafael, California-based group, announced Thursday that it was going to start an 18-month, US$637,000 project to clear mines so that 120,000 elephants in Botswana can reuse ancient migratory routes between Angola and Zambia. 

``We will be waging peace in Angola ... by literally removing seeds of destruction,'' said Heidi Kuhn, president of Roots for Peace. 

John Hanks of Conservation International said the 120,000 elephants have been unable to leave Botswana in the past 30 years because of minefields in Angola and the war between the Angolan government and rebels. 

Angola's war ended in April 2002. He said 10 elephants are known to have been killed by mines in Angola. 

``We think if elephants move slowly enough they are able to detect the mines by smell, but we are not sure about this,'' Hanks said. 

He said Botswana's elephants are overpopulated by 60,000, and clearing the Angolan minefields so that they may migrate is one way of easing the population pressure. (PROFILE (WS SL:BC-AF-GEN--Kenya-Land Mines Summit, 1st Ld-Writethru; CT:i; (REG:EURO;) (REG:BRIT;) (REG:SCAN;) (REG:MEST;) (REG:AFRI;) (REG:INDI;) (REG:ASIA;) (REG:ENGL;) (LANG:ENGLISH;)) ) 
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Expedition Pursues Secrets of Clipperton Island

Julio Godoy*

PARIS, Dec 2 (Tierramérica) - To compare him to Charles Darwin or Alexander von Humboldt might be too much. But French explorer Jean-Louis Etienne is proposing an effort similar to these giants as he heads to Clipperton, a tiny Pacific island 1,300 km southwest of the Mexican resort of Acapulco.

Beginning Dec. 7, Etienne will spend four months on Clipperton with some 40 other experts from France's National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), among them biologists, geologists, divers, ornithologists and computer technologists.

Their task is to conduct an exhaustive inventory, a first-ever classification of the local flora and fauna -- as Darwin did in the Galápagos Islands, and Humboldt in the Andes.

The team will also study the origins of the species recorded and try to determine how they reached this coral atoll that covers an area of just seven square km and has an internal freshwater lagoon.

Unique to the East Pacific, it was discovered by Fernando Magellan in 1521, but was ultimately named after an 18th-century pirate who used it as a hideout.

France annexed the island in 1855, but in 1897 Mexico took it over and attempted to settle people there, unsuccessfully. A heated sovereignty dispute ensued, until international arbitration granted France authority over it in 1931.

Clipperton is included on the list of protected areas of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which classifies it as ''one of the least altered island systems in the Pacific Ocean,'' and ''the fauna and flora consist of an unusual assemblage including both Panamic (American) and Indo-Pacific forms.''

In a Tierramérica interview, Etienne stressed that the coral atoll, also known as Isla de la Pasión, ''is not virgin land.'' Four centuries ago, he pointed out, an Asian cargo ship sank just off Mexico's Pacific coast. ''The rats from the ship reached Clipperton and reproduced with extraordinary facility, and today constitute a true plague'' that his team proposes to eliminate as its first task.

Tides also bring all sorts of waste to the island, and humans have mistreated the area, even using Clipperton as a military base.

In the 1960s, France considered testing atomic bombs there, and in the 1970s as a nuclear waste site, but both plans were scrapped due to protests from Mexico and the United States.

Etienne suspects that drug traffickers use the island as a stopover, utilising a precarious landing strip that was built during the Second World War.

According to Philippe Bouchet, a CNRS biologist on the expedition, interest in Clipperton ''lies in the fact that its ecosystems are very simplified, unlike those of the equatorial forests.''

''Because of the coral atoll's isolation and its extremely scarce natural resources, species face enormous difficulties in establishing themselves there. But once they have done so, they reproduce very easily,'' said Bouchet.

There are some 100,000 birds of various species living on the island, and there are many amphibians, red or tuna crabs (Pleuroncodes planipes) and other crustaceans, and fish -- with around 115 species identified around the island, says Etienne.

An atoll is the remnant of a sunken, extinct volcano, on which a coral reef has formed. In the case of Clipperton Island, after the volcano ended its active phase it began to sink, and its crater became a lagoon, protected from the sea and from external biological influences.

In symbiosis, the coral protects the green algae, which through photosynthesis produce the oxygen they need. This process cannot occur deeper than 20 meters because the not enough light reaches those depths.

Clipperton ''is a geo-chemical laboratory unique in the world,'' because the water in its lagoon lacks oxygen deeper than eight meters, and contains high proportions of sulphuric acid, making it a ''natural melting pot where phosphates are formed, and an ideal environment for the emergence of new organisms,'' Etienne explained.

The 58-year-old explorer rose to fame in France for having crossed the Arctic on foot in 1986, and for his repeated trips to the Himalayas.

The research team going to Clipperton will study the DNA -- the genetic makeup -- of the organisms found on the atoll, and the effect of solar radiation on its plant and animal species.

''In particular we want to see if the species that live near the water surface have developed new mechanisms for resisting the ultraviolet rays,'' Etienne said.

Through these studies, he believes it will also be possible to better understand the evolution over the millennia of climate phenomena like the warm-water currents of El Niño, which ever three to seven years flow from the western Pacific near Australia to the coasts of South America.

During the four months he will be on Clipperton, the explorer will maintain an online diary, available on his website, to ''share this experience with all the world.''

(* Julio Godoy is an IPS correspondent. Originally published Nov. 27 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)

(END/2004)
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Gulf Daily News

Clean-up drive by girl guides 

MORE than 1,600 girl guides took part in a nation-wide clean-up campaign organised by the Education Ministry.

The 11th annual Clean Up the World campaign was held under the supervision of the ministry's physical education and scouts activities directorate.

It was held as part of the global Clean Up the World campaign, which operates in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as part of the International Year of Seas and Oceans. 

The campaign calls on communities to focus on raising awareness about the effect of rubbish on the environment and ultimately the seas and oceans.

Girl guides visited coastlines, parks and towns, covering Arad, Al Fateh Cornice, Budaiya, Hamad Town, Al Hidd and Tubli Bay as well as the Education Ministry. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

Merco Press

Mercury contamination in Amazon basin. 

Amazon basin representatives began discussing in Rio do Janeiro combating the potentially disastrous effects of tons of highly toxic mercury that illegal low-tech gold miners dump every year into the streams and rivers that make up the planet's biggest reserve of fresh water 
	[image: image3.jpg]




	


Delegates from Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Suriname, Peru and Venezuela -members of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization- are trying to agree as a first step on ways to determine current pollution levels. 

Actually no reliable data exist regarding the damage mercury has caused to the rivers of the vast Amazon region, said Rosalia Arteaga, an Ecuadorian who serves as the treaty organization's secretary-general.
"One part of the problem lies in the fact that this pollution largely comes from illegal activity".

Ms. Arteaga identified illegal mining and logging as the major causes of Amazon pollution, yet acknowledged that legal activities have also caused serious environmental damage. Officials in the region estimate that between one and three kilos of extremely toxic mercury are used for every kilo of gold extracted.

A highly polluting heavy metal, mercury is used to separate gold particles from ore, but waste produced in the process winds up being dumped into the Amazon's rivers.

Also expected to play a role in studying pollution levels is the United Nations Environment Program, which works to preserve and monitor global reserves of fresh water, considered by experts an endangered natural resource.

The Amazon effort is aimed at ensuring that the region avoids a disaster similar to the one that struck Japan's Minamata Bay where thousands of people were poisoned by mercury a mining company dumped for years into the water.

Mercury in Japan worked up its way all along the food chain ending in the fish consumed by humans, who became ill with serious nerve disorders in their hands and feet, among other symptoms. Large-scale genetic mutations also occurred in the area.

According to the latest figures available over the past half century almost 1,300 tons of mercury has been dumped into Amazon-basin fluvial system. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Yahoo News

Save The World Air Invited to United Nations Environmental Forum
Tuesday November 30, 1:05 pm ET 

	


Erin Brockovich to Address Inter-Governmental Meeting in Bali, Indonesia 

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 30 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Save The World Air, Inc., (OTC: ZERO - News) today announced that the company has been invited to participate in a conference of high-level government officials and environmental experts organized by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP).

Erin Brockovich, SWA's Vice President for Environmental Affairs, will address the conference and participate as a delegate. The invitation was extended by the UNEP and the government of Indonesia.

The "Inter-Governmental Working Meeting on a Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building" will be held in Bali, Indonesia on December 2-4. Representatives of more than 100 nations are expected to attend. The meeting will focus the United Nations' efforts for technological support and capacity building for environmental initiatives in developing nations.

"We are honored that SWA has been invited by the United Nations and the Indonesian government to participate in this conference," said Edward Masry, SWA's Chief Executive Officer. "Save The World Air may be a for-profit company, but we share a common goal with The United Nations Environmental Programme: to develop new technology that will help developing nations reduce their pollution problems. Hopefully, we can take steps at this event to make that dream become a reality."

Save The World Air, Inc., was created to develop devices using proprietary technologies that can be installed on motor vehicles to reduce harmful emissions, improve fuel efficiency, and/or improve performance.

Finalized tests conducted in September at a Hong Kong laboratory approved by Britain's Vehicle Certification Agency (VCA) found that the CAT-MATE pollution-reduction device developed by SWA cut carbon monoxide emissions from a two-stroke motorcycle engine by an average 78%.

Safe Harbor Statement

The statements contained herein, which are not historical, are forward looking statements that are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed in the forward looking statements, including, but not limited to, SWA's ability to market its technologies and devices and future customer acceptance for these products and services and other risks set forth in SWA's filings and future filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including those set forth in SWA's Annual Report on Form 10-KSB for the year ended Dec. 31, 2003.

www.savetheworldair.com 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Bahrain Tribune –

Experts discuss Environmental Strategies

 
Experts from Arab and western Asian nations have held a two-day network meeting to map out strategies to guide the region's environmental programmes in future, writes Titus Filio. 
The West Asia Network for Environmental Assessment brought together around 40 participants from the Gulf and western Asia for the event at the Regency Inter-Continental Hotel under the supervision of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and the Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA).
The meeting aimed to strengthen partnerships, networking and other mechanisms as country representatives grope with environmental challenges facing the region. 
"The objective is to bring up key environmental assessment issues from different countries and various organisations involved, said Dr Adel Farid Abdel Kader, UNEP regional coordinator.
"We're here to build partnerships to be able to address different issues of the region and support the decision-making process," he said. 
The meeting was formally opened by UNEP-ROWA acting director and regional representative Dr Habib Al Habr.
The regional co ordinator said the most pressing environmental priorities in the region remain water security, water quality, desertification, waste management, land and marine degradation. A series of recommendations was drafted at the close of the meeting on Tuesday. The meeting was a prelude to a subsequent two-day event starting yesterday: the GEO-4 Regional Start Up Meeting. 
The meeting is organised to discuss specific plans and deliver regional input for the implementation of the Global Environment Outlook (GEO) process in western Asia.
GEO is the flagship report of UNEP on global environment and facilitates interaction between the sciences, on one hand, and policy and decision making, on the other. 
"This is the fourth in a series of Global Environment Outlook reports. This will be published in 2007 and focus on both regional and global environmental concerns," said Dr Abdel Kader.
GEO 1 was launched seven years ago, followed by GEO 2 in 1999 and GEO 3 two years ago, prior to the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. 
Apart from the various national representatives, both meetings are attended by representatives from key institutions such as Arabian Gulf University, the Arab Centre for the Study of Arid Zones and Dry Lands, the Arab Forest and Range Land Institute, American University in Beirut, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency and the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

Tunis centre moots partnership for Solar Thermal Systems

Tunis centre moots partnership for Solar Thermal Systems Tunis, Tunisia (PANA) - The bid for large-scale use of wind,solar and other renewable energies across the Mediterranean region of North Africa received a major boost with the official launch of a new Center here, focused specifically on promoting renewable energy projects.

The Mediterranean Renewable Energy Centre (MEDREC), established by the Tunisian Ministry for Industry and Energy with funding from the Italian Ministry for the Environment and Territory(IMET) will promote and develop renewable technologies across the region.

"Today we are taking a big step towards creating a strong market environment for renewable energy in the Mediterranean region," IMET director general Corrado Clini said of the initiative.

"MEDREC will help us to reach the objective we have identified at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development Johannesburg -to provide renewable energy to 100 millions of people in the next decade," Clini said.

MEDREC will train experts, disseminate information and mobilize financial support for pilot projects in the field of renewable energies.

The first such pilot project - a loan facility designed to strengthen the market for solar water heating in Tunisia – was announced at the launch by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

The project, called SOLdinars (from the French 'solaire' for 'solar' and the Tunisian currency 'dinars') plans to finance 30,000 domestic solar water heaters in Tunisia in the next 3-4 years.

"Even though a solar hot water system can payback the initial investment in as little as six years, the capital cost presents an impossible financial barrier for many families," said Monique Barbut, Director of UNEP's Technology, Industry and Economics Division.

"The new UNEP programme will provide an interest rate subsidy and a capital cost subsidy that will significantly lower the solar water financing," Barbut indicated.

SOLdinar loans will be offered on terms of 60 months and an interest rate of about four percent, which is lower than the rate for mortgage finance.

Current consumer loans carry an interest rate that is three times higher. The monthly loan repayments will also be structured to match current monthly spending on other forms of energy.

It is also expected that the project contributes to the creation of a sustainable market for solar water heating systems, and bring social, economic and environmental benefits to Tunisia.

"Finance facilities such as SOLdinars are needed to help developing countries tap their substantial renewable energy potential, create sustainable jobs, and reduce the environmental impacts of energy use such as air pollution and climate change," Clini said.

The Italian government is the main financial contributor to the SOLdinars project. Other partners include the Tunisian National Agency for Energy Conservation and the Tunisian State utility, Société Tunisienne de l'Electricité et de Gaz (STEG).

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Heatwave Study May Fuel Global Warming Lawsuits

NORWAY: December 3, 2004

OSLO - A study of a 2003 heatwave in Europe may give Pacific islanders and environmentalists new ammunition for legal cases blaming the United States for global warming, advocates said on Thursday.

Claims linked to climate change could dwarf billion-dollar awards against tobacco companies if UN forecasts to 2100 of rising temperatures, higher sea levels, catastrophic storms and droughts turn out to be true, they said.

"This is the kind of evidence that will help those seeking compensation," Peter Roderick, director of the Climate Justice Programme which advises plaintiffs, said of a study of Europe's 2003 heatwave published on Wednesday in the journal Nature.

The British-based authors said human activity, especially emissions of heat-trapping gases from fossil fuels, had at least doubled the risks of heatwaves like last year's in which more than 20,000 people died.

The conclusion is a shift from studies saying that everything from more frequent hurricanes to floods could simply be statistical freaks even though they are consistent with UN projections of warming caused by a build-up of greenhouse gases.

"One study is not going to create an entire new area of jurisprudence, but this is an important step," Steve Sawyer, climate policy director at Greenpeace, said of the Nature study.

"Like tobacco lawsuits, it may take decades to be successful," he said. US officials dismiss any cases, saying Washington is acting to curb growth of greenhouse gas emissions and aggressively funding research into renewable energy.

Greenpeace is involved in lawsuits accusing the US Export-Import Bank of wrongly funding fossil fuel projects in poor nations and another accusing the US Environmental Protection Agency of failing to rein in greenhouse gases.

SUE OR BE SWAMPED?

Low-lying Pacific island states including Tuvalu, at risk of disappearing if sea levels rise, are considering suing the United States, the world's top source of greenhouse gases, to force it to do more to curb global warming.

Washington has taken the brunt of legal actions since President George W. Bush pulled out of the UN's 128-nation Kyoto protocol in 2001, saying its goals for cutting emissions would be too costly and wrongly excluded poor nations.

Writing in Nature, the experts said that the heatwave study still meant huge barriers to any claimants.

"It will almost always be impossible to say that 'but for' greenhouse gases, this event would never have occurred," wrote physicist Myles Allen of Oxford University and senior London lawyer Richard Lord.

"Other legal questions about whether emitters should have foreseen damage, and their fault or negligence, will present formidable hurdles to claimants," they said.

Among other cases, eight US states and New York City filed suit against five US power companies in July, accusing them of stoking climate change. The firms have asked for the case to be dismissed, arguing that climate change is a matter for the president and Congress.

And away from the courts, Inuit hunters argue that melting Arctic ice threatens their livelihood and plan to petition a commission of the Organization of American States to brand climate change a human rights abuse by the United States.

Story by Alister Doyle

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
____________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC Monitoring International 
December 2, 2004

Headline: German Minister Hails Kyoto, Urges Higher Eu Targets
Text of report by German news agency ddp on 2 December

When the Kyoto Protocol on reducing greenhouse gas emissions comes into force, and this is imminent, it will be a "breakthrough for international climate protection", according to Federal Environment Minister Juergen Trittin (Greens). In a government statement to the Bundestag in Berlin on Thursday (2 December) regarding the coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol on climate protection, Trittin said that this would give an "unmistakable signal" that climate change is being taken seriously.

The Kyoto Protocol will take effect on 16 February 2005. Russia passed its ratification document for the protocol to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in mid-November, marking the start of the 90-day period laid down in the protocol until it comes into force. Kyoto commits the industrial countries as a whole to cut their emissions of greenhouse gases during the period 2008-2012 by five per cent compared with the 1990 levels.

German emissions are intended to be cut by 21 per cent during this period. The Federal Republic is still around two percentage points adrift from meeting this target, said Trittin, who renewed his appeal for the EU to set a medium-term reduction target of minus 30 per cent through 2020. Subject to this condition, Germany would, he said, cut its own greenhouse gas emissions by 40 per cent through 2020, compared with its 1990 levels.

With an eye to the United States' withdrawal from the Kyoto process, Trittin stressed that "multilateral environmental policy has prevailed over unilateral doggedness." However, he insisted that the United States must also be brought back into the international Kyoto process, urging "the greatest emitter of greenhouse gases to at last face up to its responsibility." In this respect, the minister argued that trends in oil prices also showed the considerable economic opportunities offered by coherent climate protection policy. "We must move away from oil," he insisted, arguing that the future belonged more to renewable energy sources.

Source: ddp news agency, Berlin, in German 0851 gmt 2 Dec 04
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Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

December 2, 2004, Thursday 
HEADLINE: UNICEF director urges landmine eradication pact ratification

DATELINE: Nairobi

BODY:
It is the moral responsibility of all countries to "rid the world" of anti-personnel landmines, United Nation Children's Fund (UNICEF) director Carol Bellamy said Thursday in Nairobi.

Bellamy, speaking in the Kenyan capital on day four of a week-long international landmines summit, said the small shape, size and colour of anti-personnel landmines often makes them a "deadly attraction" to children.

She urged all countries to ratify the Ottawa Landmine Convention, saying these "devastating weapons" kill, maim and orphan children all over the world. 

Bellamy was joined at the summit by a 14-year-old Bosnian boy maimed by a landmine when he was three years old.

Nikola Kokorus told reporters how he found what he thought was a shiny toy near his home. Throwing it against the steps of his house, it exploded, blowing three fingers off his right hand.

It was the detonator from a landmine, discarded from a local mine- producing factory. Nikola's hand was amputated at the wrist.

Although the Bosnian war ended in 1995, and the country ratified the Ottawa mine ban treaty in 1999, authorities said that in 2004 there were still 18,319 minefields in the country containing more than 260,000 anti-personnel mines, 51,000 anti-vehicle mines and 3,600 unexploded ordnances.

In 2003, 23 people were killed and 31 were injured by landmines and unexploded ordnances in the country.

Out of the 15,000 to 20,000 people falling victim to landmines in the world every year, over 80 per cent are civilians, and more than one fifth are children.

According to UNICEF, children are more likely than adults to die from landmine injuries, and around 85 per cent of child victims die before reaching a hospital.

If the children survive, the cost for treatment and prostheses is too heavy for some families to bear.

"My parents are both unemployed and don't have health insurance to cover the cost of a prosthesis for me. So I haven't had one since outgrowing my old one several years ago," said Nikola.

"I know of many children whose parents were killed by landmines. I consider myself one of the lucky ones - I merely lost a hand. I don't know how I could have survived losing my mother or father."

It will cost up to 334 million dollars to clear Bosnia of landmines by 2010.

To date, 37 million stockpiled mines have been destroyed by the 144 countries who have so far joined the Ottawa Landmine Convention.

But it is estimated that around 180 million mines are still held by countries which have not ratified the treaty, among them the United States, Russia, China and India. dpa ve ch
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2 December 2004
Headline: Un And Mauritius Sign Agreement On Upcoming Small Islands Conference

BODY:


02 DECEMBER 2004 NEW York (Pacnews) --- The United Nations and the Government of Mauritius have signed an agreement officially paving the way for a conference on the plight of small island developing states (SIDS) next month in the Indian Ocean country. The accord was endorsed in New York by Ambassador Jagdish Koonjul and the Secretary-General of the Mauritius International Meeting, UN Under-Secretary-General Anwarul K. Chowdhury. The conference, slated to be held from January 10 to 14, is viewed as critical to the future of the world's small islands nations, which face a host of problems ranging from climate change to economic isolation. More than 2,000 participants from the islands, their traditional donor partners and other countries, including over two dozen national leaders, are expected to take part in the UN International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. That action plan was adopted a decade ago at a global conference in Barbados. The Mauritius gathering had originally been scheduled to open in August, but delays in the construction of the conference centre forced a postponement. The vulnerability of small island nations was spotlighted this year when hurricanes and major storms devastated Haiti, Grenada and other Caribbean countries, as well as island States in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. "The Mauritius conference provides a critical window of opportunity for the future of small islands," said Mr. Chowdhury. He warned that, "If this occasion to extend the international community's support to small island developing States in their development efforts is not successful, it might take decades before such an opportunity arises again." In a recent report, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan called attention to the specific challenges of small island developing States, including their remoteness, susceptibility to natural disasters and climate change, fragility of land and marine ecosystems, high transportation costs, limited diversification in production and exports, dependence on international markets, and vulnerability to external economic shocks. "As a result, their economies, including trade, financial flows and agricultural production, show greater volatility than those of other countries," said Mr. Annan...

(THROUGH ASIA PULSE)
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UNEP in the news

New plan mooted to save Angolan elephants
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Wildlife conservationists launched a one million US dollar project here Thursday aimed at protecting 120,000 elephants from an Angolan wildlife sanctuary from the crippling effects of landmines to facilitate their movement to neighboring Zambia. Wildlife Works founder Mike Korchinsky said the plan would save tens of thousands of elephants from an imminent death by removing the landmines and provide a safe playing environment for Angolan children. The US and the Swiss government are supporting the mine clearance plan, which conservationists said are aimed at creating a vast transfrontier conservation area. The mine clearance plan also aims at re-establishing Angola as a tourist destination and creating renewed economic activities in the remote villages, inflicted by thousands of landmines left behind during war. The joint project, initiated by California-based wildlife conservators, Roots for Peace and Wildlife Works, aims at raising funds at the on-going Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World for mine clearance activities in the southern Africa region. The mine clearance activities targets the smoothening of a wildlife migration route linking Botswana with Zambia and Angola and is aimed at easing tension in Angola, which is hosting a rapidly growing elephant population currently estimated to grow at five percent every year. The launch of the demining project in Southern Africa to save the elephants and ease human-animal conflicts was done on the sidelines of the Nairobi summit, whose high level segment kicked off Thursday. Nobel Peace Laureate Jody Williams planted a tree at the UN Environmental Programme headquarters in Nairobi to launch the project before an elephant sculpture with a blown leg. Angolan Foreign Minister Jaob Bernado de Miranda said 19 anti- personnel mines have caused 19 injuries and 14 deaths since the

beginning of the year.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064803&dte=02/12/2004
Tunis centre moots partnership for Solar Thermal Systems
Tunis, Tunisia (PANA) - The bid for large-scale use of wind, solar and other renewable energies across the Mediterranean region of North Africa received a major boost with the official launch of a new Center here, focused specifically on promoting renewable energy projects. The Mediterranean Renewable Energy Centre (MEDREC), established by the Tunisian Ministry for Industry and Energy with funding from the Italian Ministry for the Environment and Territory (IMET) will promote and develop renewable technologies across the region. "Today we are taking a big step towards creating a strong market environment for renewable energy in the Mediterranean region," IMET director general Corrado Clini said of the initiative. MEDREC will train experts, disseminate information and mobilize financial support for pilot projects in the field of renewable energies. The first such pilot project - a loan facility designed to strengthen the market for solar water heating in Tunisia - was

announced at the launch by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). The project, called SOLdinars (from the French 'solaire' for 'solar' and the Tunisian currency 'dinars') plans to finance 30,000 domestic solar water heaters in Tunisia in the next 3-4 years. "Even though a solar hot water system can payback the initial investment in as little as six years, the capital cost presents an impossible financial barrier for many families," said Monique Barbut, Director of UNEP's Technology, Industry and Economics Division. "The new UNEP programme will provide an interest rate subsidy and a capital cost subsidy that will significantly lower the solar water financing," Barbut indicated. It is also expected that the project contributes to the creation of a sustainable market for solar water heating systems, and bring social, economic and environmental benefits to Tunisia. The Italian government is the main financial contributor to the SOLdinars project. Other partners include the Tunisian National Agency for Energy Conservation and the Tunisian State utility, Société Tunisienne de l'Electricité et de Gaz (STEG

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064773&dte=02/12/2004
General Environment News

Nobel Peace Prize Winner Decries Poverty

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Universal peace will never be achieved unless the gap between the rich and the poor is bridged, the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize winner, Ms Jody Williams has said. She said it was immoral for the North and Western countries to spend a fortune on developing weapons and wage warfare but spend less on education and healthcare for the poor especially in the Third World. "I have problems counting a billion dollars. I even get more problems trying to count trillions which the powerful and mighty states of the world are spending on weapons and things that do not improve humanity," Williams told an open forum at the Hotel Intercontinental, Nairobi. The forum was one of the side events of the Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World. It was attended by two other Nobel Peace Prize winners Prof Wangari Maathai of Kenya and Shirin Ebadi of Iran. The topic of discussion was: Linking humanitarian, disarmament and development responses to war. "There's something that is terribly wrong in this world. Why are people going without basic healthcare, education, and jobs that could give them hope and enable them live with dignity? Maathai recalled how her treacherous campaign to conserve the environment by planting trees helped empower the Kenyans who finally and peacefully removed the Kanu regime from power. Ebadi decried discrimination against women saying it is a world-wide phenomenon. http://allafrica.com/stories/200412020963.html
WHO urges coordination among UN agencies dealing with water
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - WHO coordinator for water, sanitation and health Dr Jamie Bartram Thursday called for coordination with a view to a clear and concise work-plan for all 24 UN agencies involved in water and sanitation management, so as to avoid overlaps in their programmes afield. "We need to harmonies our programmes and work at country level," Bartram urged in a presentation at the Global WASH Forum on water and sanitation underway here. He said his unit, which WHO set up only last year focuses on four priority areas, including sanitation, drinking water, water scarcity and water disasters that could arise from natural and man-made havoc. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064801&dte=02/12/2004
30 billion dollars needed to attain MDGs
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Donors and governments in developing countries need to spend US$30 billion annually to attain the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), says a release issued Thursday by an NGO coalition at the five-day Global WASH Forum on water, sanitation and hygiene, which ends here Friday. These NGOs urged decision-makers to give priority to sanitation, which is currently accorded only an eighth of all the investments in the water and sanitation sectors. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 84% more resources are required to correctly cover the sanitation requirements of the poor. The NGOs said that governments will have to cough more funds because of their past failures to invest in water and sanitation, which are crucial sectors for the reduction of poverty, enhancing local governments and sustainable development. The seven-member NGO coalition deplored that inadequate investments in these sectors had led to lower productivity and environmental degradation. The NGOs stressed the need to slash the debts of poor countries overwhelmed by debt servicing, which leaves them no room to invest in the vital water and sanitation sectors. They pleaded with donors to cancel all the debts of the poorest countries and deplored the argument that they were not allocating more funds to water and sanitation allegedly because the two sectors were not priorities in poverty alleviation strategies. On the other hand, the NGO noted that the other alternative was for the beneficiaries to mobilize the required funds to finance these sectors so as to meet their own needs. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064883&dte=02/12/2004
WASH forum pinpoints private sector role in attaining MDGs
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Experts at the ongoing Global Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (Global WASH) Forum here Thursday agreed that the private sector participation was crucial in attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the water and sanitation sector. During a workshop on the "mobilization of the private sector's potential for water and sustainable sanitation services", the conferees stressed the need for all partners to "deploy special efforts in the design and implementation of projects concerning their interests". Water and sanitation services will be affordable for the poor and adapted to their special needs if they were allowed to participate in the formulation and implementation of such services, the participants observed. They also emphasized that in the conservation of resources, all partners and stakeholders must cooperate to avoid the overexploitation and pollution of water resources. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064885&dte=02/12/2004
'Lead Afrique Francophone' advocates sustainable development
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - A meeting of the regional concert of West African civil society organizations is underway here at the behest of 'Lead Afrique Francophone' (Leadership for Environment and Development) - an organization led by Senegalese national Masse Lo. Lead Afrique Francophone was established in the wake of the Rio summit to contribute to the emergence of a critical mass of leaders worldwide capable of spurring the changes necessary for sustainable development. Agenda 21 establishes capacity building outlines and goals and stipulates in its principles of action that "the aptitude of a country to embark on the road to sustainable development largely depends on the capacities of its populations and its institutions, as well as on its ecological situation and geographical location." Across French-speaking Africa, there is dearth of leaders with a good command of the crosscutting approaches required for sustainable development. It is to bridge this gap that Lead Afrique Francophone was initiated in 2000 by the organization 'Environnement et Développement du Tiers-Monde' targeting French-speaking Africa. Leaders trained in the programme are today striving to raise awareness in citizenship and to promote attitudes amenable to sustainable development. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064761&dte=02/12/2004
FG Approves N148m for Erosion Control

This Day (Lagos): The Federal Government has approved about N148 million for flood and erosion control in Umuahia township in Abia State, the first of such in the South-east. The project would take care of Umuahia Urban City, through old Umuahia, Olukoro communities to Enugu-Port Harcourt Expressway. Minister for Special Duties, Youth Development and Inter-Governmental Affairs, Mr. Frank Nweke (Jnr), who said this yesterday, said "after inspection of the area, it was very clear to us that if this was left untreated, it would cost a lot of economic and social dislocation to people living in these areas." Nweke said other parts of the country, including Abia State, would in the coming months receive more interventions, adding that "Council approved the contract (Umuahia) in the sum of N147,990,120.80 to be awarded to Umez Nigeria Limited. We expect that this project would be completed in the next nine months from the date of award." The Federal Government also yesterday reviewed and approved the report and recommendation contained in a memo from President Olusegun Obasanjo on the Millennium Development Goals and Nigeria's performance in 2004, which would be presented formally. The Millennium Development Goals, marked out by the United Nations (UN), are expected to be met by 2015. http://allafrica.com/stories/200412020423.html
EU to Launch Conservation Project Near Mara Reserve

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The European Union's Community Development Trust Fund will tomorrow launch a Sh20 million environmental conservation project next to the Maasai Mara game reserve. The project is an initiative of 10,000 members of the Siana Wildlife Trust. It is aimed at promoting development of community tourism whose benefits will empower the locals. "The successful implementation of this project will halt the threat on biodiversity due to land sub-division in the Siana area by maintaining a viable land area for wildlife conservation," said Sammy ole Nkoita, the group's chairman.  The EU says the trust will operate within the beneficial aspects of the Maasai culture and land-use by ensuring the locals benefit from tourism activities. Located 90 kms from Narok town, the sanctuary occupies 150 square kms. Since it was incorporated in the year 2000, it has proved to be a major tourist attraction. http://allafrica.com/stories/200412020961.html
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Annan endorses panel's recommendations for a more secure world, strengthened UN 

2 December - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today gave his strong support to the findings of a high-level panel that looked at how the international community could address new and evolving security threats, including its recommendations for reforming the United Nations. 

"I wholly endorse its core arguments for a broader, more comprehensive system of collective security: one that tackles both new and old threats, and addresses the security concerns of all States - rich and poor, weak and strong," Mr. Annan says in a letter transmitting the report to the UN General Assembly for review. 

"The report offers the United Nations a unique opportunity to refashion and renew our institutions," he adds, promising to quickly consider and implement specific recommendations that fall within his purview. 

The 95-page report, "A more secure world: our shared responsibility," was formally presented this morning in New York to the Secretary-General by the Chairman of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, former Prime Minister Anand Panyarachun of Thailand. 

Mr. Annan had appointed the 16-member panel of prominent politicians, diplomats and development experts in November 2003 to assess the current threats facing the international community, evaluate the UN's ability to address those challenges, and recommend policy and institutional changes to deal with them. 

The report contains 101 recommendations for dealing with the six areas identified by the Panel as being the greatest threats to worldwide security in the twenty-first century: continued poverty and environmental degradation, terrorism, civil war, conflict between states, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) and organized crime. 

Mr. Panyarachun said it was important to focus on the interconnectedness of those threats in today's world. "A threat to one is a threat to all," he said at a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York. 

Joining him was Panel member Gro Harlem Brundtland, a former Prime Minister of Norway and former Director-General of the UN World Health Organization (WHO). She stressed that collective security must be built around effective, responsible states since they are at the front line of defence against all of the challenges the Panel describes. 

"Because the threats cross boundaries states must work together; that is obvious. But first of all we have to have working states, functioning states. And that illustrates our main point: that development has to be the first line of response for collective security," she said. 

In his letter to the Assembly, the Secretary-General echoes that view, saying that eradication of poverty and disease is an essential part of the effort to achieve a safer world. "If we are to succeed in better protecting the security of our citizens, it is essential that due attention and necessary resources are devoted to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)," he writes. 

The Goals, adopted at a UN summit in 2000, aim to halve extreme poverty and hunger, achieve universal education and promote gender equality. They also seek to reduce infant and maternal mortality, fight HIV/AIDS and other diseases, ensure environmental sustainability and develop a global partnership for development - all by 2015. 

In March the Secretary-General will submit a comprehensive report that includes a review of the progress made on achieving the MDGs, taking into account some of the Panel's findings. That paper will also help set the agenda for a planned summit of world leaders to review the 2000 Millennium Declaration ahead of the General Assembly session in September 2005, which coincides with the sixtieth anniversary of the United Nations. 

The Panel's other recommendations include adopting a definition of terrorism, something the General Assembly's legal committee has not been able to do after years of discussion; rebuilding the global public health system; revitalizing the nuclear non-proliferation regime; and reforming each of the principal organs of the United Nations. 

Secretary-General urges Rwanda to refrain from fighting on Congolese territory 

2 December - Expressing deep concern, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said Rwanda should not interrupt the Democratic Republic of Congo's political transition by fighting against former rebel Rwandan Hutu militiamen in the eastern DRC. 

"The Secretary-General is very disturbed by the increasing tension between the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Rwanda, particularly by indications from Rwanda of military operations on DRC territory against ex-FAR/Interahamwe elements which Rwanda maintains are a threat to its security," UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement. 

"The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Rwanda to refrain from any military action on DRC territory, which would disrupt the vital transitional process in the DRC. He hopes that Rwanda will work within the established process for the disarming and repatriation of the remaining ex-FAR/Interahamwe elements still in DRC territory." 

Rwanda should share any information it had on the location of the militiamen with the Kinshasa Government and the UN peacekeeping mission (MONUC), he said. 

Rwanda's Hutu extremist militias, who have been blamed for the genocide of Rwandan Tutsis and moderate Hutus in 1994, fled across the border into mineral-rich DRC, and were pursued by the Rwandan army in 1996 and 1998. 

Assessing what is thought to be the latest incursion, a team from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) went to an area of the DRC bordering Rwanda, North Kivu province, and heard claims from some of the 2,000 newly displaced people pouring in there that fierce fighting was taking place, Mr. Eckhard told journalists in New York. 

MONUC, meanwhile, had gathered "compelling evidence" that Rwandan soldiers were in the eastern DRC, he said. 

"The mission's helicopter reconnaissance patrols have taken photos of abandoned bivouacs and well-equipped soldiers who are moving with new uniforms and materials," Mr. Eckhard reported. 

"As well, mission patrols have been getting consistent and coherent information from locals about hundreds of Rwandans that have crossed into the DRC." 

The large number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in North Kivu could suffer dire humanitarian consequences since they were continuing to arrive with little or no food and had already overwhelmed the existing health services, Mr. Eckhard warned. 

Meanwhile, MONUC said members of a joint Congolese-Ugandan mission had addressed another 2,000 people in a stadium in Eringeti, on the border between the provinces of North Kivu and Orientale. 

The joint mission called on unidentified Ugandan rebel militias in the crowd to seize the opportunity to get amnesty, go home under the demobilization, disarmament and repatriation programme, and allow the DRC to hold its elections, which are scheduled to take place next June. 

UN reports fresh fighting in Sudan's Darfur region 

2 December - Fresh fighting broke out today in Sudan's western Darfur region where the Government, rebel and militia forces are embroiled in what the United Nations has called the world's worst current humanitarian crisis, the UN mission in Africa's largest country reported. 

The mission said heavy fighting erupted in a government-stronghold southwest of Nyala in South Darfur following shooting at a camp for displaced persons at Kalma yesterday. And in West Darfur, the area of north Geneina has been declared a "no go" area for UN staff until further notice following an ambush on policemen yesterday. 

The latest reports of fighting come only a day after the mission said aid workers were gradually returning to Tawila in Sudan's North Darfur region where rebels launched an attack last week in violation of ceasefire accords. 

Meanwhile, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) announced that it was providing vegetable seeds and gardening tools to 35,000 of the poorest and most vulnerable households in Darfur, where nearly 1.7 million people have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after the rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of the area's economic resources. 

"We target poor farmers who cannot afford to buy seeds or have lost their seed stores due to the conflict," FAO Area Emergency Coordinator in North Darfur Sara McHattie said. "FAO-donated seeds will allow families to grow vegetables to improve their vitamin intake while also having some produce available for sale at market." 

The agency will also help more than 5,000 displaced households save one of their main assets through the provision of veterinary supplies and vaccines for some 12,000 donkeys. Essential draught animals, donkeys are often the sole means of transport to water points and markets and, in the last year, have saved thousands of lives by carrying families and their belongings away from villages under attack. 

"The loss of donkeys is a significant blow to families, not only today as they struggle to cope in the camps, but also tomorrow when they must return home and rebuild their lives without their most important asset," said Adam Salih, FAO Assistant Livestock Coordinator, based in Khartoum, Sudan's capital. 

The new project will raise the total number of households benefiting from FAO agricultural and livestock assistance to over 110,000. But FAO estimates that more than 330,000 households in Darfur currently need food and agricultural assistance. An additional $4.9 million has been pledged by donors and more funding is expected, but the precarious security situation in the region has severely limited access to many in crisis-hit areas. 

UN mission in Burundi starts disarming former fighters 

2 December - Over 200 former fighters in Burundi turned in their weapons at a United Nations-run centre in the Central African country, which today officially began the disarmament process considered crucial to countering instability caused by decades of ethnic war there. 

"This is a historic moment," Isabelle Abric, a spokeswoman for the UN Mission in Burundi (ONUB), told the UN News Service. "It is extremely important in view of the upcoming elections." 

Burundians have been registering to go to the polls on 22 December to participate in a referendum on the country's Constitution. That document will determine the upcoming elections, slated to take place between February and April of next year. 

A first batch of 216 former fighters - from both armed groups and the Burundian national army - gave up their weapons at a newly opened centre in Muramvya - the first of three which will operate in Burundi. The others, in Gitega and Randa, are expected to open in the coming days. 

UN officials anticipate that hundreds of child soldiers will be among those voluntarily disarming at the Gitega site in the next week or so. 

At a ceremony today at Muramvya, some 200 weapons were burned. ONUB chief Carolyn McAskie attributed the successful launch of the disarmament effort to the Burundians themselves, and emphasized that the UN is there to support the peace process. 

The centres will serve to foster disarmament as part of a four-part process that also includes demobilization, rehabilitation and reintegration. 

Ms. Abric joined the ONUB chief in hailing the successful start of the process. "If it keeps going like this it will be great," she said. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations emergency feeding agency today started providing food to the demobilized ex-combatants. 

"Providing food to ex-combatants in the demobilization centres will enable them to participate actively in the orientation programme before they go back to their communities of origin," World Food Programme (WFP) Country Director Zlatan Milisic said. 

Under the initiative, which will expand in coming years to include all 55,000 former combatants identified by the National Programme for Demobilization, Reinsertion and Reintegration, WFP gives food to each participant during a mandatory 10-day preparation for reintegration into civilian life. 

"The total demobilization of all former fighters who will not be integrated in the national army and police is a critical step in the peace process and WFP food assistance will continue to be provided until the demobilization phase is completed," Mr. Milisic said. 

Yesterday the Security Council renewed for another six months the mandate of ONUB, set up in May to help cement a multi-party, power-sharing government and pave the way to peace in the small nation of some 6 million people torn asunder by ethnic conflicts between Hutus and Tutsis. 

Wrapping up trip to Iran, UN envoy says better security key to democratic Iraq 

2 December - The top United Nations envoy for Iraq ended his visit to Iran today, meeting with senior government officials for talks on the region's efforts to support Iraq's transition process, which he said hinges on improved security. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Ashraf Qazi met this morning with Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazzi for talks on the latest developments in Iraq as well as international and regional efforts to support Iraq through the transitional process. 

Mr. Qazi stressed the important role of the regional countries in contributing to the success of the transitional process in Iraq. 

In a separate meeting with Interior Minister Abdel Wahed Mousawi Lary, Mr. Qazi pointed out that improvement in the security situation in Iraq is essential for advancing the political process towards the goal of rebuilding stable, democratic and prosperous Iraq. 

The UN envoy's three-day visit also included the Conference of the Interior Ministers of Neighbouring Countries of Iraq. 

UN welcomes return of Côte d'Ivoire newspapers for first time since latest unrest 

2 December - In a further sign of improvement in Côte d'Ivoire, newspapers have returned to the stands for the first time since they were forced off a month ago when new violence erupted after Government forces bombed rebel positions in breach of a nearly two-year-old ceasefire, the United Nations mission reported today. 

Welcoming their return, the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) also noted that South African President Thabo Mbeki was due to arrive in the West African country today as part of an effort to bring the peace process back on track. 

The latest crisis began on 4 November when Government forces bombed rebel positions in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. Two days later government forces bombed French peacekeepers there, killing nine. In retaliation, French troops destroyed the Government's air force. This led to widespread rioting, looting and harassment of foreigners, and the flight of thousands of Ivorian refugees and expatriates, mainly French. 

UNOCI was set up in April to help implement the peace accords between the Government and rebels signed in January 2003. 

Top UN relief official meets with Somali president on humanitarian situation 

2 December - United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland held talks today in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, with President Abdullahi Yusuf of Somalia to discuss the international response to that country's complex humanitarian problems. 

Last month the UN launched its 2005 humanitarian appeal for Somalia, seeking $164 million for programmes to address needs caused by continuing insecurity, worsening drought and deep poverty. UN aid programmes are based in the Kenyan capital. 

Somalia has been without a central government since the ousting of President Siad Barre in 1991. 

On 10 October, Somalia's Transitional Parliament, sitting in Kenya, elected Mr. Yusuf to serve as President - a move which marked the culmination of a two-year negotiation process. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says out of a population of about 7 million people, more than 350,000 Somalis remain refugees, while 370,000 to 400,000 have been internally displaced by years of conflict and drought. 

UNICEF calls on China, India, Russia and US to join Mine Ban Treaty 

2 December - With landmines claiming up to 20,000 victims a year, many of them children, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called on China, India, Russia and the United States to join the Mine Ban Treaty and immediately cease production of the weapons. 

“Landmines are a deadly attraction for children, whose innate curiosity and need for play often lure them directly into harm’s way,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy told the first World Summit on a Mine Free World being held this week at the headquarters of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The millions of antipersonnel landmines and other explosive remnants of war across the globe pose a vicious threat to children, who are being injured, killed and orphaned by them long after wars are over, and she called on the four countries - among the largest holders of the weapon in the world - to also do more to assist those whose lives have been disrupted by mines. 

“Landmines, meant to be used against soldiers in war, are devastating the lives of children at peace,” Ms. Bellamy said. “Countries have a moral responsibility to ratify the Mine Ban Treaty and rid the world of these devastating weapons.” 

Since it went into force five years ago, 143 states have ratified the treaty, which prohibits signatories from using, stockpiling, producing or transferring landmines. 

“The cost of playing too close to a landmine is brutal,” Ms. Bellamy said, citing loss of limbs, blindness, deafness, and injuries to the genital area as some of damage landmines inflict on children. In part because they are physically smaller, children are more likely than adults to die from landmine injuries. 

Over 80 per cent of the 15,000 to 20,000 landmine victims each year are civilians, and at least one in five are children, according to the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL). Among the most contaminated countries are Iraq, Cambodia, Afghanistan, Colombia and Angola. 

UN Assistant Secretary-General Julia Taft, Director of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Bureau for Conflict Prevention and Recovery, told the summit that countries like Afghanistan and Angola will never fully develop without the removal of landmines. 

“The landmine problem is a critical development issue,” she said. “The terrible human toll taken by these indiscriminate weapons is compounded by deep and lasting economic damage. Millions of mines still in the ground mean that there are hundreds of roads that cannot be travelled, thousands of acres of farmlands that cannot be tilled, and entire communities that are deprived of health care and education and essential investment.” 

An ambitious project to clear mines from a wildlife sanctuary in Angola, scene of a three-decade-long civil war, was launched at the summit today in a bid to give thousands of elephants and local villagers new hope. 

“The direct threat to people from these seeds of misery must be our first concern but it is clear that the environment, upon which local people depend for items such as food, shelter and natural medicines suffers, too,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

The $1 million project, backed by the California-based Roots of Peace, initially aims to help restore an ancient elephant migration route linking Botswana with Zambia and Angola. It is part of a wider plan aimed at creating a vast trans-frontier conservation area which is being supported by the governments of Switzerland and the United States. 

Angola has over 2,200 known sites harbouring mines or unexploded ordnance. 

Millions of people worldwide are still being enslaved, sold as chattels - Annan 

2 December - Millions of men, women and children are still being bought and sold as chattels, forced into bonded labour, held as slaves for ritual or religious purposes, or trafficked across borders, often to be sold into prostitution, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message marking International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. 

“All these forms of slavery are abhorrent, and must be eradicated,” he declared, calling on all States to ratify and implement existing conventions that fight the scourge. 

“Slavery offends every value that underlies the United Nations Charter, and the Organization and all its Member States must take a strong stand against it.” 

Noting that the General Assembly has declared 2004 the International Year to Commemorate the Struggle against Slavery and its Abolition, UN human rights institutions deplored the “appalling reality that today millions of human beings all over the world continue to be enslaved.” 

The statement, endorsed by a number of officials including the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the expert on trafficking in persons, stressed the need to address the primary causes of slavery as well as protecting the victims. 

"Indeed the elimination of slavery cannot be achieved without combating poverty, social exclusion, illiteracy, ignorance and discrimination in all its forms,” they declared. 

UNESCO denounces yet another journalist’s murder in Philippines 

2 December - Denouncing it as “a severe blow to democracy,” the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has condemned the murder of yet another journalist in the Philippines, the 10th this year, and called on the authorities to take active measures to bring those responsible to trial. 

Allan Dizon, a photojournalist for the daily The Freeman and the tabloid Banat News who was killed in the city of Cebu on 27 November, is reported to have recently written about drug-trafficking in a Cebu neighbourhood, according to the non-governmental organization Reporters without Borders. 

“His death is a severe blow to democracy, which largely depends on the ability of the media to collect and disseminate information to the public,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in a statement yesterday. 

Before Mr. Dizon’s assassination, the World Association of Newspapers (WAN) reported that nine journalists had been killed in the Philippines this year alone and a total of 45 had been murdered since the establishment of democracy in 1986. More journalists have been killed in the Philippines this year than in any other country, except Iraq. 

According to WAN, none of those responsible for the murder of journalists in the Philippines has been convicted. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 November 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, 

**High-level Panel
The Secretary-General this morning received the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, and he said that he wholly endorsed its core arguments for a broader, more comprehensive system of collective security.

In a letter transmitting that report to the Member States of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General says that the report “offers the United Nations a unique opportunity to refashion and renew our institutions”.

In particular, he pledges to take the lead in promoting a new comprehensive strategy against terrorism and to articulate his vision in a report that he will submit to Governments next March, which will factor in the panel’s recommendations.  That report will help to set the agenda for the summit next year on implementing the UN’s Millennium Declaration.

The Secretary-General agrees with the Panel’s view that the world’s threats are interconnected, saying, “We cannot treat issues such as terrorism or civil wars or extreme poverty in isolation”.

He also notes that the report’s concerns have also figured in his own reform efforts, including the need for a more representative Security Council.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman regarding the Democratic Republic of the Congo:

“The Secretary-General is very disturbed by the increasing tension between the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Rwanda, particularly by indications from Rwanda of military operations on the DRC territory against ex-FAR/Interahamwe elements which Rwanda maintains is a threat to its security.

“The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Rwanda to refrain from any military action on the DRC territory, which would disrupt the vital transitional process in that country.  He hopes that Rwanda will work within the established process for the disarming and repatriation of the remaining ex-FAR/Interahamwe elements still in the DRC territory.

“He also calls on the Government of the Republic of the Congo to intensify its efforts for disarming and repatriating such elements.  He would expect that Rwanda would provide the DRC and the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) with all information it may have on the location of such elements.

“The UN Mission is prepared to activate immediately the Joint Verification Mechanism for the purpose of disarming and repatriating these groups.”

**MONUC -- Update
Meanwhile, the UN Mission in that country says it has compelling evidence that Rwandan soldiers have crossed into the east of the country.  The Mission’s helicopter reconnaissance patrols have taken photos of abandoned bivouacs and well-equipped soldiers who are moving with new uniforms and materials.

The Mission says that the communications equipment the soldiers were carrying suggests they’re from the Rwandan army, rather than members of one of several other armed groups in the region.  Mission patrols have also been getting consistent and coherent information from locals about hundreds of Rwandans that have crossed into the country.  The Mission is continuing its reconnaissance activities, with the aim of obtaining full confirmation, if possible.

**OCHA/DRC Displaced
The UN Office for Humanitarian Affairs has sent an assessment team to the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s North Kivu province which shares a border with Rwanda.

The team says it has encountered people who claim to have witnessed fierce fighting in that area, and that villages have been looted and burned, while children have been separated from their families.

The OCHA says that over 2,000 newly displaced persons people have been registered so far in the south of Lubero -- which is in North Kivu province -- and others continue to arrive.  OCHA says humanitarian actors on the ground there warn that such displacement is likely to have dire humanitarian consequences, as people are arriving with little or no food, and the existing health system is unable to cope with the influx of new cases.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning approved the program of work for the month of December and then held consultations on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Council members heard a briefing by Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, on the latest developments in the DRC.  Following the consultations, Council President, Algerian Ambassador Abdallah Baali will brief you here on the month’s program.

**Security Council -- Wednesday
To recap, yesterday afternoon the Security Council held brief consultations on Burundi and then extended the mandate of the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB) for six months, until 1 June 2005.  Council members, in a unanimously adopted resolution, reiterated their strong condemnation of the Gatumba massacre and reaffirmed that the perpetrators of such crimes must be brought to justice.

On Burundi, the World Food Programme today started providing food to ex-combatants in support of the demobilization and reintegration efforts that are vital to that country’s peace process.

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, ended a three day visit to Iran, which included the Conference of the Interior Ministers of Neighboring Countries.  He met this morning with Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazzi for talks on the latest developments in Iraq as well as international and regional efforts to support Iraq through the transitional process.  Qazi stressed to the Foreign Minister the importance of the role of the regional countries in contributing to the success of the transitional process in Iraq.

In a separate meeting with Iran’s Interior Minister, Abdel Wahed Mousawi Lary, Qazi pointed out that improvement in the security situation in Iraq is essential for advancing the political process towards the goal of rebuilding a stable, democratic and prosperous Iraq.  We have more information upstairs.

**Sudan
The UN mission continues to report fighting in parts of Darfur, Sudan.  The mission reported heavy fighting today in a government-stronghold southwest of Nyala in South Darfur, as well as shooting at a camp housing displaced persons in Kalma yesterday.  And in West Darfur, the area of north Geneina has been declared a “no go” area for UN staff until further notice following an ambush on policemen yesterday.

Meanwhile, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reports that it is providing vegetable seeds and gardening tools to 35,000 of the poorest households in conflict-affected areas of Darfur.

**Côte d’Ivoire -- Newspapers
The UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire welcomes the return of newspapers forced off the stands since 4 November.  A press release is expected out on that subject later today.

Meanwhile, the UN Mission reports that its office will be closed as of 3 p.m. local time because of the young patriots descending on the streets to welcome South African President Thabo Mbeki, who is working to bring the Côte d’Ivoire peace process back on track.

**Egeland
UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland is in Nairobi, where he met with Abdullahi Yusuf, the President of the Republic of Somalia, to discuss the response to the humanitarian situation in that country.  The United Nations has just launched its 2005 Humanitarian Appeal for Somalia, seeking $164 million for programs to address humanitarian needs caused by continuing insecurity, worsening drought, and deep poverty.

**Landmines
On landmines, China, India, Russia and the United States should join the Mine Ban Treaty immediately and cease landmine production, Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of UNICEF, said at the Nairobi Summit for a Mine-Free World. She was joined by a fourteen-year old boy from Bosnia-Herzegovina, who had lost a hand to unexploded ordnance when he was three.  We have more information on that.

**Disabled Persons
Tomorrow is the International Day of Disabled Persons.  In Kabul today, the UN Mission in Afghanistan supported a number of events to mark the occasion. The Mission reported that the new Afghan Government would implement a $9 million strategy to deal with disability that it had designed with the UN Development Programme.  The Mission says that an estimated 800,000 to 2 million Afghans are disabled.

Here in New York, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, will issue a Mayoral Proclamation tomorrow to recognize the International Day of Disabled Persons. Present at that event will be a young, award-winning filmmaker, Victor Pineda, who is a person with disability himself.

**SG Message -- Slavery
Finally, people everywhere should know that slavery is not a thing of the past.  It still exists, and must be eradicated.  Those remarks are part of the Secretary-General’s message for today, the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery.  He also notes that the practice offends every value that underlies the UN Charter.  And we have the full text of his message available upstairs.

That’s my report for you for today.

Thank you very much.

We have a reluctant questioner.  Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  (Correspondent from Tokyo introduces himself).  Concerning Mr. Qazi’s visit to Baghdad, could you just update the number of UN officials in Baghdad and who is guarding them right now?

Spokesman:  The ceiling has not changed.  So, it’s still 59 international UN personnel in all of Iraq at this time.  Yes?

Question:  Who is guarding them?

Spokesman:  Who is what?

Question:  Who guards them?

Spokesman:  Who guards them?  The multinational force has assumed responsibility for guarding the UN personnel until the special arrangements can be put in place as far as the close protection unit, the middle ring, and there are negotiations still going on to firm that up.  Yes?

Question:  There was a photo that was released last night on ABC World News Tonight of Kojo Annan, a UN-accredited photo.  Are you releasing that photo at all?

Spokesman:  I don’t know what you’re talking about.

Question:  There was a photo last night that aired on World News Tonight of Kojo.

Spokesman:  I did not see World News Tonight.  I am not sure we have any official photos of the Secretary-General’s family.  If there are any official photos, certainly, you can have them.  But I’m not sure whether there are any.

Question:  And then there was a report in The New York Post this morning about...(Interrupted).

Spokesman:  I am not going to comment on it.  That’s a matter between Kojo Annan and Cotecna.  It has no UN angle at all.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  Er, (After long pause).  Sorry, I blanked there for a second.  George Bush today said that in order for U.S. taxpayers to feel comfortable about funding the UN, there had to be clear, open accountability.  Now, I was wondering, do you argue that the Volcker commission supplies that clear, open accountability about what’s happening in the oil-for-food programme?  And also, do you intend to release audits or any further information about the oil-for-food programme to Congress over the next couple of months, even before the Volcker Commission reports?

Spokesman:  I didn’t see the President’s comments, so, I really can’t give you any reaction to them. And I thought the business of documentation was regulated once and for all with the exchange of letters between Paul Volcker and the members of Congress who are conducting these investigations.

Question:  I am just trying to see if I can clarify what documents you are going to...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  We’re not going to release anything.  We’ve given everything, and literally everything, to Paul Volcker.  I believe Paul Volcker went public with his letter to the members of Congress.  But you’ll have to ask him, I don’t speak for him.  But my understanding of what he said in that letter is that when he next reports publicly on the progress of his investigation, which will be some time in January, he might release the UN’s internal audits on oil-for-food at that time.  And we, of course, would not stand in the way of that.

Question:  One more thing.  In the wake of the attack on Kojo and his activities in relations to Kofi Annan, is the UN, in any way, considering a re-think of how you handle the sensitive question of the activities of relations to senior members of the UN management?  Most countries have been through some sort of similar scandal, whether in Britain, you know, son of Maggie Thatcher or even here at the time when questions might be asked about Bush junior as related to Bush senior.  But is the UN considering any re-think or guidelines or whatever as to how senior management or the relations of senior management should make declarations about what they are doing and what their activities are, especially as they might affect the activities of the UN?

Spokesman:  I think we have guidelines already in place regarding hiring practices of family members.  Whether we would need to take a closer look at a possible need to elaborate on those, I don’t know.  I have not heard any discussion of that.  We can ask the chief of management if she’s had any thoughts of expanding these guidelines along the lines that you suggest.  But I am not aware of any plans at the moment to do so.  Yes?

Question:  Any comment yet from Mr. Qazi concerning the situation in Iraq?

Spokesman:  I already gave my report.  I reported on Mr. Qazi’s activities in Iraq today.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, yesterday, I believe some ambassadors of most of the countries met with the Secretary-General, lending him their support in view of what’s happening in the United States, especially in the right-wing press.  Can you please tell us exactly who met with him yesterday and what did they say?

Spokesman:  The list of countries, or the ambassadors, was in the programme that we put out.  I don’t have them in front of me, but we mentioned all the ambassadors of the countries that were meeting collectively with the Secretary-General yesterday.  The purpose of the meeting was not to give support to the Secretary-General.  Incidentally, they happened to each and without exception, express on behalf of their governments and their support for the Secretary-General.

Thank you very much.
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            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





PANA - New plan mooted to save Angolan elephants


ENS - Countries Gather to Lighten the World's Burden of Landmines


UN News Centre - UNICEF calls on China, India, Russia and US to join Mine Ban Treaty


Xinhua - New plan launched to clear mines for migrating African elephants


AFP - Project to clear mines in Angola's elephant migratory paths launched


BBC - Angola to demine elephant route


Mail & Guardian  - Plan to clear mines from elephant routes


Reuters -  Ancient Angola Elephant Route to be Demined


Independent  - Elephant trails to be cleared of mines


Kerala News - Asia ; UNICEF calls on China, India, Russia and US to join Mine Ban Treaty


AP - African leaders call on major land mine-producing countries to join


IPS - Expedition Pursues Secrets of Clipperton Island


Gulf Daily News - Clean-up drive by girl guides


Merco Press - M ercury contamination in Amazon basin


Yahoo News - Save The World Air Invited to United Nations Environmental Forum


Bahrain Tribune - Experts discuss Environmental Strategies


PANA - Tunis centre moots partnership for Solar Thermal Systems
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