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Agence France Presse 

January 31, 2003 Friday 

Environmental conflicts to top UN meeting in Kenya 

Eenvironmental problems caused by conflicts from the Middle East to Afghanistan will be tackled at a

      ministerial gathering in Kenya next week, a UN Environment Programme (UNEP) official said Friday. 

      The meeting will also review the results of the World Summit on Sustainable Development held last year in

      Johannesburg, South Africa, UNEP Deputy Executive Director Shafqat Kakakhel told a press conference. 

      "The Johannesburg plan of implementation has given us a blueprint for delivering a cleaner, healthier and

      more stable world," Kakakhel declared. "Our meeting is about making this blueprint, this road-map for fighting

      poverty that respects people and nature, operational." 

      Delegates from more than 100 countries are expected at the meeting of the 22nd UNEP Governing Council,

      to be held between next Monday and Friday, when Kakakhel said they will look at environmental problems

      caused by conflict in the Palestinian territories and Afghanistan. 

      Ministers will also examine how UNEP can improve its support to African countries, Kakakhel said, citing the examples of environmental damage to Kenyan mountains and water sources such as the Aberdare range and Mount Kenya. 

      Mountain range forests across Kenya have been almost decimated for fuel wood, which accounts for 80

      percent of energy supplies, as only nine percent of the population is connected to electricity supplies. 

      Mount Kenya, a world heritage site, has suffered years of illegal logging and charcoal production, leading to soil erosion, damage to rivers and water supplies. 

      The logging has also seen a high cost in precious indigenous trees and wildlife, on which locals depended for medicine and tourism revenues. 

      "There is an urgent need for the government to consider the state of forest destruction and degradation as

      a national disaster," Kenyan Environment Minister Newton Kulundu told the press briefing. 

      A  survey by UNEP experts points out that the environment of poor countries was at risk because of the

      globalised world's uncontrolled and insensitive trade. 

      The phasing out of lead in gasoline and enhancing civil society engagement in environmental issues will also be on the agenda. 

      The ministers will be joined at the end of the session by youths from 45 countries worldwide to plant over

      4,000 trees at the Ngong Forest sanctuary in Nairobi's southwest suburbs. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse Pte Limited   

 February 3, 2003 

Korea seeks to host special session of  UNEP Governing Council 

SEOUL, Feb 3 

      BODY: 

      The Ministry of Environment said Monday it will seek to host a special section of the United Nations

      Environmental Program (UNEP) Governing Council slated for next year. 

      A delegation led by Deputy Environment Minister Lee Maan-ee will fly to Nairobi, Kenya to attend the 22nd

      UNEP Governing Council and the 4th Global Ministerial Environmental Forum beginning Wednesday, in a bid to

      promote South Korea as host for the eighth special session. "Playing host to the UNEP's special session will

      give us (South Korea) a good change to upgrade our image and inform foreign countries of our efforts to

      preserve the environment," a ministry source said. 

      The seventh special session was held in February, 2002 in Columbia where representatives from some 130

      countries including South Korea and about 20 international organizations attended. 

      Meanwhile, this meeting's major agenda items include follow-up measures from the World Summit on

      Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg, South Africa last year as well as clean-up of

      starvation, preservation and management strategies for national resources. 

      (Yonhap)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London) 

February 3, 2003, Monday London Edition 1 

 THE WEEK AHEAD MONDAY 3 

UN environment  programme The governing council of the United Nations environment programme meets in Nairobi. Its  agenda includes negotiations on formulating an international treaty or taking other action to reduce the risks  posed by mercury to human health. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

February 2, 2003 Sunday 3:43 AM Eastern Time 

 UN presence boosts Kenya economy: UN official 

The United Nations office in Kenya is an economic boon to the east African nation, its director general Klaus  Toepfer said at a ground-breaking ceremony to expand the UN's Africa headquarters here on Saturday. 

      "The total value of the UN in Kenya is probably now well over 400 million dollars (370 million euros), which is   greater than the country's many conventional industries, such as coffee exports," said Toepfer, who is also  executive director of the Nairobi-based UN Environmental Programme (UNEP). The ceremony, attended by delegates who will attend the UNEP Governing Council from Monday, marked the start of a new phase of office construction at Gigiri in Nairobi's northern suburb, estimated to cost 13 million dollars, an UNEP statement released on Sunday said. 

      "This ceremony signals the expansion of our headquarters in Africa -- the only UN headquaters in a

      developing country -- underlining the importance of the UN family on this continent and this location, as well  as the confidence we have in Kenya as a stable and democratic country," Toepfer said. 

      The new office space will be used to house an expanded UN-HABITAT, following its recent promotion to a  fully-fledged programme, as well as the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), Operation Lifeline Sudan and the World Food Programme (WFP). 

      The UN office in Kenya was established in 1972 and has been a centre of operations for humanitarian activities for the conflict-wracked eastern Africa region, including Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Economic Newswire 

January 31, 2003 Friday 

Environment ministers to gather in Kenya for UNEP forum 

      BYLINE: Reuben Kyama 

      DATELINE: NAIROBI, Jan. 31 

      BODY: 

      Environment ministers from more than 100 countries will gather in Nairobi on Monday to begin a weeklong  conference on the state of the global environment, organizers said Friday. 

      The forum at the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) headquarters comes just five months after the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in South Africa. 'The purpose of the meeting is to carry forward the resolutions passed during the Johannesburg summit,' Shafqat Kakakhel, deputy executive director of the UNEP, told reporters. 

      Topping the agenda will be a global assessment of mercury pollution and the environmental condition of

      conflict areas, from the Middle East to Afghanistan, officials said. 

      The ministers, who will be attending the 22nd session of the UNEP Governing Council on Feb. 2-7, will also draw up the UNEP's work program for the next two years. 

      More than 800 representatives, including high-level delegations from the United States, India and China, are expected to attend the talks, the officials said. 

      According to the UNEP, two decades of war in Afghanistan have degraded the environment to the extent

      that it now presents a major stumbling block in the country's reconstruction efforts. 

      With 2 million returning refugees in 2002 and a further 1.5 million expected this year, the pressure on

      Afghanistan's natural resources and environmental services is set to increase further. 

      In a study made last year, the UNEP estimated that over 80% of Afghan people live in rural areas, but they have seen many of their basic resources such as water and trees disappear in just a generation.

__________________________________________________________________________________

NY TIMES

Study Finds Lower Level of Old Toxins but New Trends Are Worrying

February 1, 2003

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

The broadest study yet of toxic chemicals that Americans absorb in their bodies showed a continuing decline in the clearest threats, like lead, pesticides and tobacco residues, but turned up numerous other findings that federal scientists and other experts called troublesome yesterday.

The study tested blood and urine collected in 1999 and 2000 from more than 2,000 volunteers chosen as a representative slice of the American population. It determined that almost 8 percent of the roughly 50 million American women ages 16 to 49 had blood levels of mercury exceeding 5.8 parts per billion, the precautionary standard set by the Environmental Protection Agency.

Federal health officials said the danger level for mercury was 10 times that high, a level not found in any of the women in the study. But they said the finding justified a

greater effort to find ways to cut women's exposure to mercury, which at high levels can cause birth defects and other problems. Much of the mercury exposure is likely to accumulate through eating fish.

It is the second such study by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, but in examining 116 chemicals it greatly expands on the first report, published in 2001, which looked for only 27.

Health researchers, environmental campaigners and industry representatives hailed the report as a vital tool in trying to discern, or rule out, health effects from chemicals in the environment.

"This allows us to begin connecting the dots," said Dr. Patricia Butterfield, a researcher and professor of nursing at Montana State University. "We can begin in the next generation of citizens to understand these issues and make science-based decisions."

The study, the Second National Report on Human Exposure to Environmental Chemicals, was posted at www.cdc.gov/exposurereport yesterday.

Because the study measured exposures by age, sex and ethnic background, it could help public health officials focus their priorities, officials and experts said. For example, it found that all other population groups, including children, had blood levels of mercury well below the government safety limit.

Future surveys will be published every two years.

Among other findings, the new study disclosed that children had higher levels of residues from secondhand smoke, some pesticides and plastics than adults, and that Mexican-Americans have three times the levels of a DDT residue of other Americans.

The children's higher levels of residues could be a result of several factors, federal scientists said. For one, children eat, drink and breathe three times as much as

adults pound for pound.

More work should be done to understand the DDT levels in Mexican Americans, scientists from the disease control agency said. The pesticide has long been banned in the United States and since 1997 has been phased out in Mexico.

The study did not differentiate between native-born Americans of Mexican descent and Mexican immigrants.

The study used new methods able to detect the slightest traces of chemicals in the blood and urine. Tests were run to check for dozens of constituents or breakdown products of pesticides and plastics as well as long-lived compounds that are now largely banned but persist in the environment.

Already, federal officials said, the smaller 2001 survey has borne fruit.

They cited a recent investigation of a cluster of childhood leukemia cases in Fallon, Nev. Investigators sifted for clues to any link to 132 chemicals, said Dr. James L.

Pirkle, the deputy director for science at the federal laboratories that conducts the studies. A significant finding was that levels of tungsten, a toxic metal, were 

higher locally than in the 2001 general overview of the population. Now the researchers can try to determine whether tungsten levels can be linked to the leukemia, he said.

The new study echoed the 2001 study's findings on DDT; tobacco residue, called cotinine; lead; and other toxic compounds that have been measured for many years. All concentrations have continued to drop in all age and ethnic groups, according to the new study.

Cotinine is a compound left behind after the body breaks down cigarette smoke and is used as an indicator of exposure to a host of other cigarette ingredients that can

cause cancer and other diseases.

The new study found that children had more than double the level of cotinine found in nonsmoking adults. The researchers said this was probably because most efforts to curtail smoke exposure had occurred in workplaces and public spaces, not the home.

Environmental and chemical industry groups had different reactions to the report yesterday.

Environmental campaigners highlighted the need for more work to reduce chemical releases into the environment and more research on risks.

Industry groups said the data showed the robustness of humans, whose longevity and health have been steadily improving even with trace exposures like those measured in the new research.

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/01/science/01CHEM.html?ex=1045106354&ei=1&en=0c5efcc29c069010

__________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

 January 31, 2003, Friday 

Kenya  steps up environmental 

protection efforts 

      by Wang Jingzhong 

      NAIROBI, Jan. 31 (Xinhua) -- Stickers with big blue words "Make Nairobi the Environment Capital of the

      World" were pasted Friday on two minibuses, the most popular means of transport in the Kenyan capital, to

      show the government's determination to tackle environmental degradation in the east African country. 

      "No Pollution, No Poverty, Yes to Prosperity" are other words on the stickers that are meant to tell the

      public the coming of Global Ministerial Environment Forum in the city, once well known as Green City in the

      Sunshine but some columnists now describe it as Stinking City on Garbage. 

      "We want to work with relative ministries to clean up Nairobi to restore its past glory and make it true

      headquarters of the United National Environment Program (UNEP)," said Newton Kulundu, Kenyan minister of

      Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife, after he put the stickers on the minibuses, also called matatu in

      Swahili. 

      He told Xinhua that steps to be taken include the disposal of waste and plastic bags as well as the

      cleaning-up of the Nairobi River that was once crystal clear but is now heavily polluted by all kinds of waste

      and sewage.    DEPLORABLE ENVIRONMENT CONDITION 

      "The environment condition in Kenya is deplorable," he said, citing the wanton forest destruction, water

      pollution, soil erosion, land degradation and the encroachment of national game reserves. 

      His words are evidenced by a number of surveys by the government, the UNEP and other environmental

      organizations. 

      Preliminary results from a survey released by the UNEP Friday indicated that Aberdare Mountain, one of the

      two most important " water towers" in Kenya, has been under grave threat as a result of wanton logging for

      charcoal. 

      An aerial survey, conducted towards the end of 2002, spotted well over 14,000 illegal charcoal kilns, some

      of which are the size of a small factory. They are located mainly in the south and west of the Aberdares. 

      Mount Kenya, a World Heritage Site and the other major "water tower", has also suffered years of illegal

      logging and charcoal production, leading to erosion, damage to rivers and water supplies and loss of precious

      wildlife. 

      "My recent ground and aerial tours of Mount Kenya and Aberdares forests have greatly concerned me on the

      level of wanton destruction and degradation that have taken place in the last several years and that are

      on-going," said the minister. 

      He attributed the destruction of forests to unwarranted massive excisions, unauthorized logging, growing

      bhang in the forests, extensive charcoal burning, as well as livestock over-grazing and invasion among

      others. 

      UNEP figures indicate that forests cover less than 2 percent of Kenya's total land area, but they harbor a

      disproportionate amount of the country's biodiversity, with some 40 percent of the mammals species, 30

      percent of the bird species and 35 percent of the butterfly species found in such sites. 

      It was estimated that 80 percent of Kenya's fuel comes from wood with only nine percent of the population

      connected to electricity supplies. 

      Experts say that a significant quantity of Kenya's charcoal is being exported out of Kenya to places like the

      Middle East.    

      WAY FORWARD 

      "There is an urgent need for the government to consider the state of forest destruction and degradation as

      a national disaster, " he said, noting that the current situation can only be reversed with the concerted

      efforts all government arms and the general public. 

      He stressed that the first step to be taken by his ministry is relentless zero tolerance to corruption as the

      destruction of forests often involves corrupt government officials. 

      "Stern disciplinary measures have been instituted against Forest Department officers, and these should be

      extended to those involved in the Provincial Administration, Police, Lands, Local Authority, State House

      operatives and persons of great influence and beneficiaries deliberately having involved themselves," he said.

      Forest Department officers have been given the mandate and strict instructions to cease forthwith from

      taking any instructions from the Provincial Administration on matters related to forests, he said. 

      Kalundu also disclosed that the ministry is strengthening the Forest Protection Unit with an additional 1,000

      forest guards, and has set up a hotline to enable the public to report any destruction of the forests. 

      The minister said that he has ordered the immediate destruction of any Bhang cultivations in the forests and

      the installing of perimeter fencing of the Aberdares to minimize human-wildlife conflict. 

      He pointed to the fact that to better conserve the forests, local communities must be involved and massive

      afforestation program be launched. 

      "We are making overall assessment of forests in this country to decide how many seedlings are needed in

      the afforestation program, " he said, adding that the government encourages private land owners to plant

      trees on their idle land. 

      The government is also exploring ways to expand the use of solar energy and liquified petroleum gas to

      reduce the use of charcoal as the fuel, he said. 

      Asked how the government will do to tackle serious air pollution resulting from heavy bus emissions that

      pesters Nairobi and other major cities, the minister said that stricter standard will be placed to check the

      engines of the vehicles. 

      However, he said that Kenya is a developing country and lacks the financial resources to solve the problem

      immediately, but the government will do its utmost to tackle the problem before it runs out of control. 

      "The government is doing everything possible to look for opportunities for delivering long-lasting and

      sustainable development in line with the version of the World Summit on Sustainable development," he said. 

      The minister appealed to the international community to assist Kenya in her environmental protection

      efforts, saying that the Global Ministerial Environment Forum to be held from Feb. 2 to 7 will provide a golden  opportunity in this regard.

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsedge

Trade And Environment Set To Lock Horns At WTO 

February 2, 2003 5:42pm 

02/02/2003 

Less than eight months remain before the Cancun Ministerial meeting and two years before the Doha Round of WTO negotiations is scheduled to conclude. As with most contentious issues, the negotiations on trade and environment are moving nowhere. Yet they are of special significance as they are likely to set in motion the direction for further integration of trade and environmental objectives in the WTO. The Declaration adopted in the last ministerial in Doha, unlike before, contains a large amount of language regarding the environment. It not only designates it as an agenda item in the new trade round but also calls for efforts to promote cooperation between the WTO, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), and other international environmental and development organisations. Consequently, the two significant items which are currently being negotiated are liberalisation of environmental goods and services, and the "relationship between trade obligations in Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) and WTO rules". The developing countries, including India, who had accepted the inclusion of these issues as a quid pro quo for gains in agriculture now seem to be in a fix. While there seems to be no visible sign of any gains on agriculture, it is becoming increasingly clear that these two issues will have significant trade implications. On the first issue, no agreement has been arrived at on what could be classified as an ‘ environmental good’. Different opinions on definitional aspects range from a narrow definition to a broader one. According to the narrow definition, environmental goods are those whose use result in a beneficial environmental impact, i.e., capital goods or technologies required for end-of-the-pipe pollution abatement. The broader definition takes into account environmental characteristic of the goods themselves and/or their production processes. Recognising the cross-sectoral nature of the issue, WTO members have agreed that the negotiations on tariff reduction will take place with a ‘list’ rather than a ‘definitional’ approach. The US has supported a list prepared by the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), which includes capital equipment used for air pollution control, waste management, renewable energy, etc. The US has also rejected the inclusion of goods based on process and production methods (PPMs), i.e., the way they have been manufactured. However, it has given its qualified support to the inclusion of goods of interest to developing countries. Incidentally, the US is the world’s biggest producer and consumer of pollution control equipment and services, as well as the second largest net exporter, after Germany and Japan. The US, Japan and the EU together control 85% of the trade in this industry. India, like other developing countries, is also against the recognition of PPM standards in trade regime, but has indicated its support for the inclusion of environmentally friendly natural products like jute, coir, rattan and bamboo in the list of environmental goods. Preliminary trade data analyses reveals that India is a net importer of items mentioned in the APEC list; so India’s interest lies in keeping the list as small as possible, though it might have an advantage if some of the natural products are included into it. On the other hand, an expansion of the list of environmental goods beyond pollution-control capital equipment can prove to be a double-edged sword. There is a possibility of the developed countries insisting on the inclusion of other goods whose use/ consumption/disposal is less negative or beneficial for the environment, but whose production mandates technical know-how, on the basis that they are environmentally-friendly natural products. In fact, Japan, in its latest submission to the trade body, has already proposed a list, which includes products like resource-efficient microwave ovens, refrigerators and video projectors. India does not have an advantage in these products and our existing tariffs are quite high compared to those prevailing in the developed countries. The second issue being negotiated in the Doha round - the MEAs and WTO rules - is slightly different. Unlike environmental goods and services, it has been deliberated upon in detail in the WTO Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE) for more than five years. At least 20 of the existing MEAs have significant trade provisions to achieve their respective objectives, which might conflict with the WTO. Prominent among these are the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, and the Convention for International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). India is party to most of the MEAs in question, and therefore its position depends on the experiences of the domestic industry. The Indian industry’s experiences on the Montreal Protocol and Basel Convention have been mixed. The Basel Convention, which India ratified in 1992, seems to have adversely affected the Indian lead and zinc recycling industry. Despite having a well-organised system of waste collection, the recycling processes in India often do not incorporate environmentally-sound practices. Moreover, the Basel Convention does not have any specific financial mechanism to facilitate technology transfer, and the technical cooperation fund as well as that for the implementation of the Convention are very low, leaving little hope for support for industry. The Montreal Protocol, on the other hand, is perceived as one of the more successful MEAs, primarily because of generous provisions for financial help and transfer of technology on fair and favourable terms. Nonetheless, some sections of Indian industry are of the view that a substantial portion of the financial burden was passed on to developing countries. In India, for instance, the country programme, prepared with the assistance of the World Bank, estimated grant funds of $2.0 billion. However, so far, the actual amount committed or disbursed is around $127 million - less than 10% of costs. Therefore, in trade negotiations, India will have to keep in mind the special needs of labour-intensive small-scale enterprises as well as economic development, in general. The importance of transfer of technology and other positive measures firmly need to be roped in firmly. Having said that, it remains to be seen how the environmental and trade regimes are reconciled, and whether the ongoing negotiations result in supporting member countries take measures to improve their environment while aiding their development. The writer is a trade policy analyst with TERI, New Delhi. The views expressed here are his own. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf News

War will affect ecological balance 

PRIVATE


Sheikh Hamdan

The outbreak of a war in the Gulf region will adversely affect the environment, ecological balance and biodiversity, said Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs yesterday. 

"The damage cannot be gauged at this point," added Sheikh Hamdan, who is also Deputy Chairman of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Develop-ment Agency (Erwda).

Sheikh Hamdan was speaking ahead of the Environment and Energy Conference and Exhibition 2003 which gets underway in Abu Dhabi today.

The event is being organised by the General Exhibitions Corporation in collaboration with the Erwda. Arab and international environment and energy experts and around 300 companies from 28 countries will gather here today for the four-day event which will shed light on the UAE's environmental efforts at local, regional and international levels.

"The UAE under the visionary leadership of His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan has a prominent position at the regional and international levels and gained respect of the international community for its leading achievements in protection of environment and wildlife, said Sheikh Hamdan.

"Sheikh Zayed pays due attention to the environment and has, from his early days in office, set up concerned bodies and issued laws to protect and conserve the local environment. 

"From the very beginning, the UAE has treated the issue of environment conservation as a key objective of its development policy. 

"It has exerted arduous efforts, in such harsh environmental conditions, to tackle the issue of desertification, extend landscaped areas, develop water resources, improve marine environment and protect from pollution and proliferate fisheries, fauna and avia by enacting necessary legislation.

Sheikh Hamdan said conference will examine a range of topics including implications of energy related policies in the environment, global socio-economic implications of energy policies, current and future environment-friendly technologies, poverty alleviation and consumption patterns. 

"The forum for Arab ministers of energy and environment will issue Abu Dhabi Declaration on Environment and Energy, which will determine features of an integrated Arab strategy in this field".

Sheikh Hamdan expressed the hope that initiatives and projects which have been launched recently during Johannesburg Summit be thoroughly discussed.

Our Staff Reporter adds: The Abu Dhabi Declaration on Energy and Environment will be officially launched and endorsed by Arab ministers tomorrow .

The ministers will discuss how to reach a balance between energy and the environment. This is the first joint gathering of the ministers responsible for environment and energy. 

The Abu Dhabi Declaration is a culmination of plans and strategies for sustainable environmental development in the Arab region in the 21st century. 

Majid Al Mansouri, ERWDA's Secretary General, pointed out that the conference's programme will focus also on the development of an integrated environment-energy strategy for the region building upon and consolidating the provisions of the Abu Dhabi Declaration in achieving sustainable development. 

Meanwhile, the Zayed Environ-ment Award Comittee will participate in the 22nd session of the United Nations Environment Pro-gramme (UNEP), in Nairobi from February 5 to 9, WAM reported

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS 

Logging Pollution Damages North Coast Watersheds 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY, California, January 29, 2003 (ENS) - Accelerated logging has polluted some 85 percent of the waters in California's North Coast  region, uprooted protected redwoods and damaged private property, but state officials continue to permit logging companies to avoid complying with                      environmental regulations. 

                      California environmentalists are fighting back with lawsuits, and activists continue to take to the trees in a desperate attempt to save ancient redwoods  and their surrounding ecosystems. 

                      Treesitter Raven inhabits a redwood tree in Humboldt County. (Photo courtesy SF Indymedia)

                      They blame inadequate state oversight and the intensive logging practices of  Pacific Lumber Company for the region's poor water quality, as well as for recent landslides and flooding within the region's watersheds. 

                      "People in Humboldt County are really suffering from the effects of this logging," said Cynthia Elkins, a  spokeswoman for the Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC)."The water quality problems are very

                      profound and severe." 

                      A new independent study found that excessive logging by the company within five Humboldt County watersheds has caused severe water quality problems and flooding downstream. The independent scientific study was issued by a panel of scientists chosen by community members, the North  Coast Regional Water Quality Board and Pacific Lumber Company. 

                      The panel unanimously concluded that the company's rate of logging must be  dramatically reduced due to water quality concerns, and the water board is investigating whether Pacific Lumber Company has logged in some areas without the appropriate permits. 

                      "Pacific Lumber is going through these watersheds, clearcutting, burning and then spraying herbicides on vast areas of land in a very short timeframe," Elkins said. "We have a very unique geology in this area where it is even more unstable than most areas, and it is naturally susceptible to erosion. When you couple that with the intensive style of management that Pacific Lumber is                   carrying out through the terms of the Headwaters Deal, it really spells  disaster." 

                                               Landslide in Humboldt County (Photo courtesy California Geological Survey)

                                               Pacific Lumber Company says it has done nothing wrong and believes that    some environmentalists "will never be satisfied," according to company  spokeswoman Mary Bullwinkle. 

                                               Heavy December rains caused some of  the erosion and mudslides, she said,                                               and the panel's report did not include relevant information about the company's environmental protections. 

                                               "We disagree with the complaint that water quality is not in good shape in                                               those watersheds," she told ENS. "We believe the study is incomplete and is too narrowly focused." 

                      The company's environmental protections go well beyond what is required by California law, she added, and some of the efforts undocumented by the  report include a planned $1 million to be spent on road improvements, set, aside areas, forested buffers along streams and wet weather restrictions. 

                      But it is clear that the state is not holding the company to the requirements of California's Clean Water Act. The logging industry in the North Coast region  of California has operated under a waiver since 1987 that eliminates the requirement that they comply with the law. 

                      This waiver was up for review over the past three years, but the North Coast  Regional Water Quality Board adopted a categorical waiver on December 10, 2002, just prior to the deadline. The new waiver relies on the implementation of  the California Forest Practice Rules by the California Department of Forestry for logging operations to protect water quality on nonfederal land. 

                      But these rules, said Earthjustice attorney Mike Lozeau, don't work, and the water quality and watershed problems simply confirm this. 

                      "It is painfully demonstrated in the North Coast that the rules that we are relying on are not sufficient to protect water quality," Lozeau said, adding that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service and the Regional Water Board have each criticized the effectiveness  of this rule. 

                      Treesitter Remedy waves at a visitor from her perch atop a Humboldt  County redwood. (Photo courtesy SF Indymedia)

                      Earthjustice, on behalf of EPIC  and the Humboldt Watershed Council, filed a petition in                     mid-January in California Superior Court to reverse the renewal of the waiver. The board,                     according to Earthjustice, did not analyze the potential adverse environmental impact of the                     waiver, something that is required by state law. 

                      Earthjustice has also filed an administrative appeal with the State Water Resources Control Board challenging this decision to grant the waiver. 

                      "The waiver is basically paying for overseeing discharges by very large  logging companies like Pacific Lumber and that is bad public policy," he said. "It is not what the public expects." 

                      With some 96 percent of the original redwood ecosystem gone, many activists  are willing to go to extreme measures to try and force protection of what is remaining. A dozen or more tree sitters from the environmental group  EarthFirst! are currently protesting within Pacific Lumber's Demonstration                      Forest as well as on the company's lands near in Grizzley Creek, within the  Mattole watershed and on Gypsy Mountain. 

                      The mountain was named after activist David "Gypsy" Chain, who in 1998  was killed by an angry logger who felled a tree that crushed Chain, who was in  the forest with a group of anti-logging protesters. 

                      Bullwinkle confirmed that the company had removed one of the 12 tree sitters  on January 16. "This is a very difficult issue," she said. "We would wish they would not take the law into their own hands. These are illegal activities and very dangerous as well. We approach it on a case by case basis." 

                      The controversy over the management of the North Coast forests has deep roots. In 1985, Maxxam, a Texas based corporation, succeeded in a $900  million hostile takeover of Pacific Lumber, a company with local ties stretching back to the 1850s. 

                      Maxsam kept the Pacific Lumber name, but tripled the rate of its logging operations. A chorus of protests soon followed, as activists took to the streets and to the trees, appealing to the public and the logging industry to protect many of the world's last redwood forests. 

                      The result of these protests came 10 years later, with the Headwaters Forest deal between the federal government and Pacific Lumber. At the heart of the  deal was the exchange of $480 million in public money for some 7,500 acres of  ancient redwoods, which is called the Headwaters Forest. 

                      Although it included a 50 year ban on logging within some additional 7,000  acres, it allowed Pacific Lumber to bypass many logging restrictions on much  of its land, including protections for endangered species and limits on the rate  of logging. The company owns some 210,000 acres in Humboldt County. 

                      It is nearly four years later and many local activists are clearly not happy with the consequences. Conservationists worry that Pacific Lumber has rapidly increased its logging, with negative impacts to the watersheds and to  endangered species such as the marbled murrelet and the coho salmon. 

                      Although the company must submit plans to the California Department of  Forestry to commence logging operations, many activists fear the company  has effectively neutralized any political opposition to its efforts. 

                      "It is extremely political," Elkins said. "Every time it seems like we are getting movement … nothing happens. It is very frustrating." 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Nasa shuttle lost on  re-entry

               There were seven astronauts aboard the shuttle  The American space agency Nasa says it has lost               contact with the space shuttle Columbia about 15  minutes before it was due to land at the Kennedy space centre. 

               There were seven crew members aboard the shuttle -  six Americans and the first Israeli in space. 

               A Nasa spokesman confirmed they had had reports that the space  shuttle had broken up  during its descent, and  that debris had fallen about 100 miles (160 km) south of Dallas, in the state of Texas. 

               Relatives of the astronauts who were awaiting the  shuttle's arrival were taken away from mission control. 

               President Bush has been briefed about the incident  and is monitoring the  situation, a White House official said. 

               He is expected to make a statement shortly. 

               The White House has said there is no immediate evidence that terrorism was involved. 

                 Click here for continuing coverage from BBC News 24 

             In Israel, the office of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon  issued a statement saying "the government and people of Israel are praying for the safety of the astronauts on board space shuttle Columbia." 

               Columbia, which was due to land in Florida at 0916 (1416GMT) was returning from a 16-day mission  orbiting the Earth and had just begun its re-entry  procedure when contact was lost. 

               Television pictures showed a vapour trail from the craft as  it flew over Dallas. 

               It then appeared to disintegrate into several  separate vapour trails, and witnesses in the area said               they heard loud noises. 

               One witness in the Dallas area, John Ferolito, told the BBC his house shook and  windows rattled as he heard a loud boom. 

               Nasa has declared an emergency, and search and  rescue teams have been mobilised. 

               'Hazardous' 

               According to Nasa, the shuttle was about 200,000 feet up and travelling at 12,500 mph (20,000 kph) when contact was lost at about 0900 local time. 

               Although the space agency did not say what had happened to the shuttle, it warned that any debris found in the area should be avoided and could be hazardous.

               In 42 years of human  space flight, Nasa has never lost a space crew during landing. 

               In 1986, the space shuttle Challenger exploded shortly after  lift-off with the loss of all seven crew on board. 

               Nasa spokesman John Ira Petty said that, having lost communication, he did not see how               the shuttle could land. 

               He told the BBC: "It is controlled by computer until the last bit of the flight and is essentially a glider. 

               'Catastrophic failure' 

               "It doesn't have the capability to go around  like a commercial airplane might." 

               Mr Petty said everyone at Nasa was very  concerned about Columbia - Nasa's oldest  shuttle, which first flew in 1981. 

               He added: "We are concerned about our crew  members and their families but it is a situation             where we have very little information." 

               Mr Petty said he could not think of a more  difficult terrorist target than a shuttle, although he admitted security - particularly before launch - had been tighter than usual. 

               Former chief historian for Nasa, Roger Launius  told BBC News that so far it looked like this              was a "catastrophic failure." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 03 February 2003

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
RP’s wetlands under threat of destruction 

The Philippine Star 02/02/2003 (By Katherine Andraneda) -  Amid threats of water shortage due to the expected occurrence of the El Niño phenomenon this year, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) issued a public appeal to intensify efforts in saving coastal areas in the country. 
DENR Secretary Elisea Gozon issued the appeal as the country joined the global community in the observance of World Wetlands Day 2003 yesterday.
… Gozun appealed to lawmakers to come up with a national policy on wetlands. She said it would be an important step in recognizing wetland problems and identifying solutions while bringing the issue to public attention.
She said the DENR is presently implementing the South China Sea Project, an Asian regional project funded by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) which seeks to drawp up an action plan on the conservation of the country’s wetlands. 
http://www.philstar.com/philstar/News200302020415.htm 


ESP head calls for protection of marine environment
The Philippine STAR 02/02/2003 - The ocean is the marvel of the marine environment, covering three-fourths of earth, the only water planet in the galaxy. The marine environment is one of the richest ecosystems in the planet. Not only does it cover most of the earth, it also harbors one of the most diverse species of flora and fauna. 
The biodiversity of the oceans is unequaled. A coral reef is a complex city bustling with life and activity that many people will never fathom nor understand. Every polyp, every species is busy building their city. There is neither poverty nor unemployment. Everyone has the same goal: To make their city, their home, the coral reef, and the food chain richer and sustainable. 
This is the report made by Antonio M. Clapa-rols, president of the Ecological Society of the Philip-pines (ESP) and who is also the regional councilor of the International Union for Conservation of Nature, and Natural Resources (IUCN).
http://www.philstar.com/philstar/Business200302024506.htm 


__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROE
UN or UNEP in the news

International Herald Tribune, page 2: From forest to flamingo, ravaged land :“Afghan wars’ other victims”
Please note that this editorial (on second page) is devoted to Afghanistan and the UNEP report. http://www.iht.com/articles/85231.html
UN urges urgent action on Afghan environment

KABUL - The United Nations urged international donors this week to provide immediate support to protect Afghanistan's environment as an integral part of efforts to reconstruct the war-ravaged country.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19638/story.htm
General Environment news

Italy may lose coastal areas to rising seas – study

ROME - Italy will protect Venice from the rising sea levels, but a new study said it must decide soon whether to build dikes in other threatened areas or surrender some 4,500 square kilometres of land to permanent flooding. "Unfortunately, man-made phenomena have accelerated natural erosion to the point that we now have to take serious decisions to defend our coastline," Environment Minister Altero Matteoli told reporters this week. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19646/story.htm
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update

The Ministry of Municipalities of Oman is participating in the World Conference of Energy and Environment in Abu-Dhabi form 2-5 February.

http://www.omandaily.com/
http://www.alwatan.com/
The Environmental Research Center opposed the establishment of a Sodium Hydroxceed industrial company in Syria for its dangerous outcome.

http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20030201144968
The President of the UAE is recommending the unity in  the Arab environment effort in his opening statement in the Conference and Exhibition of Energy and Environment in Abu-Dhabi. He pressed on the cooperation between the Arab countries, activation of the  Arab contribution in enriching the global dialogue on the environmental issues.  

.

http://www.wam.org.ae/arabic.htm
UAE is going to participate in the Twenty-Second Session of the Governing Council/ Global Ministerial Environmental Forum (GC-22/GMEF) in Nairobi headed by H.E. Dr. Salem Al-Daheri the General Director of the Federal Environment Agency. 
http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/02/02/mhl/
Environment drive at Hatta

By a staff reporter 

DUBAI - The Dubai Municipality will sponsor an environmental campaign under the slogan 'For a Cleaner Hatta' on the National Environment Day on February 4.

The campaign, directed by Qassim Sultan, Director-General of the municipality, will be organised in cooperation with companies from the private sector, including Chilis and Arabian Automobiles. The municipality has earmarked a team of 50 volunteers to conduct the clean-up operations at several sites in Hatta and organise an environment awareness workshop. Engineer Hamdan Al Shaer, Director at the Environment Department of the Dubai Municipality, said the UAE had to its credit a number of environmental achievements. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.co.ae/uae.htm
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by Deputy Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council met this morning on Afghanistan in an open meeting followed by closed consultations.

           In his briefing to the Council, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan, Lakhdar  Brahimi, reviewed the first year of the Bonn peace process, noting that major political milestones were reached on  time, including the holding of the Emergency Loya Jirga and also the establishment of the Transitional Administration.

           However, Brahimi underscored that the peace process in Afghanistan would need to progress much further

     before one could safely say that it was irreversible.  He went on to highlight security problems that the country was still facing, which were illustrated by the explosion in a bus today which has caused the death of 16 passengers.

           Brahimi also updated the Council on the situation in the judicial sector, whose reform, he said, was one of the  greatest challenges that the Administration was facing.

           He concluded that Afghans are watching closely developments elsewhere with some sense of fear that they

     may again be forgotten, saying that they do understand too well how vulnerable they still are to forces that, if

     unchecked, may consume them again and undo the significant progress that has been made in the last year.

           Today is the last day of the French presidency of the Security Council.

           Starting tomorrow, Germany assumes the Council presidency for the month of February.

           Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany has scheduled a press conference with you on Tuesday on the

     programme of work for the month.

           **UNMOVIC

           According to our regular briefing from Baghdad, a team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection  Commission (UNMOVIC) performed aerial inspections over a number of sites for the first time, including a number of biological and agricultural research facilities.

           Other UNMOVIC teams also conducted inspections by car.  Sites visited include a factory which produces a  wide range of shell bodies and fuses for rockets. 

           For more info, please see the full update in my Office.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, Carolyn McAskie, continued her  mission to West Africa with a stop in Burkina Faso today.

           In Ouagadougou, in her meeting with President Blaise Compaore, McAskie was told that the economic

     impacts of the crisis include losses in revenue for Burkina Faso's private sector and increases in the prices of

     consumer goods.  The UN estimates that some 60,000 migrant workers have returned to Burkina Faso from Côte d’Ivoire since violence erupted in September.

           Over the weekend, McAskie will go to Liberia, where she plans to visit Ivorian refugees staying in camps there.

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has now resumed most of its operations in  Côte d'Ivoire after a three-day suspension, following unrest in Abidjan and general insecurity in the rest of the country last weekend.

           Many refugees, increasingly worried following recent developments in the country, have asked to be

     transported as quickly as possible to Liberia.

           Refugees are still being targeted in various parts of the country, and UNCHR says it remains very concerned about the general security situation there.

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance (OCHA) today reiterated an urgent appeal, voiced a  week ago by Carolyn McAskie, to ensure the security and protection of human rights of the civilian population in Côte  d'Ivoire.

           In her meeting with Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo on 23 January, McAskie raised her concern about the  destruction of shanty towns in Abidjan, despite the President’s declaration last October that such destruction would be  halted.  In the days that followed, however, attacks on several shanty towns have taken place.

           We have a press release upstairs, in French only, with more details.

           **Angola

           Angolan President José Eduardo dos Santos met yesterday the Special Representative of the

     Secretary-General to Angola, Ibrahim Gambari, who afterwards called for a “spirit of new partnership” in order to overcome the new challenges.

           Among the challenges he pointed out were the reintegration of war- demobilized persons into the society,

     demining, technical assistance for preparation of the next elections, as well as the holding of an international donors  conference.

           Also in Angola, the Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), James T. Morris, said today  that Angola needs immediate and strong participation from many players to respond to mounting humanitarian needs in the country as it emerges from years of devastation caused by war.

           Morris’ trip comes at a time when humanitarian agencies face significant challenges in Angola, such as the

     ongoing effort to ensure that food aid is delivered to a growing number of fragile communities.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           The World Food Programme (WFP) announced today the start of an airlift operation to bring food to more than 100,000 people in the town of Bunia, in the north-east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           These people have been stranded by the recent fighting in the area.  The food, which will include maize, flours and beans, will be sufficient to feed this population, which consists mostly of women and children, for about a month.

           For more information, you can pick up the WFP press release upstairs.

           **Timor-Leste

           The UN peacekeeping mission in Timor-Leste informed us that today, at around 3:30 p.m. local time, a civilian  aircraft crashed into the mountains near Baucau whilst attempting to land at Baucau airfield in conditions of poor visibility.  Six Russian crew members were on board, and it is feared that all may have lost their lives.  Five bodies have been recovered so far.

           Shortly after the news was received, a Civil Aviation Disaster Committee was formed at the direction of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Timor-Leste, Kamalesh Sharma, and medical evacuation teams  were dispatched to the area.  Sharma assured all parties that the UN mission would assist in every way possible at  this difficult time.

           **Drugs -- Afghanistan

           Next Monday, the guests at the noon briefing will be Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office  on Drugs and Crime, and Sandeep Chawla, Chief of the Office’s Research Section, who will present a new study, “The Opium Economy in Afghanistan:  An International Problem”.

           That report analyses developments that have made Afghanistan the world’s top producer of illicit opium and  suggests ways to deal with that problem in the long run.  The Office on Drugs and Crime has conducted annual opium  poppy surveys in Afghanistan since 1994, and has estimated, during that period, a 15-fold increase in Afghan opium  production since the Soviet invasion in 1979.

           Upstairs, we have a press release on the report that will be launched Monday, as well as an executive

     summary, both of which are embargoed until Monday, at 1 p.m. New York time.  The full report will also be available at  the UN bookstore.

           **Drugs

           The International Narcotics Control Board will begin a five-day meeting in Vienna next Monday, in which it will    focus on the impact of drugs, crime and violence on individuals, families and neighbourhoods.

           Among other things, the Board will also review the findings of a study looking at the various existing penalties  around the world for drug trafficking, and discuss a recent meeting on daily doses of narcotic drugs for medical  treatment.

           We have a press release upstairs with more information.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced a week-long campaign to immunize

     thousands of Afghan women against tetanus as part of a global campaign.  Running from 2 to 8 February, health  workers and volunteers aim to reach some 740,000 Afghan women aged 15 to 45.

           We have a press release available upstairs.

           **Sierra Leone

           The UN Mission in Sierra Leone reports on a so-called “Diamonds for Development” initiative designed to help  finance community welfare projects in diamond producing areas.  The initiative is also seen as an incentive for legal  mining, through the issuance of licenses as the local communities would derive benefits from those fees.

           The proposal has been conveyed by the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General Alan Doss to  the Minister of Mineral Resources who strongly welcomed it.

           Again, we have more details upstairs.

           **AIDS

           US Secretary of Health Tommy Thompson was today elected Chairman of the Board of the Global Fund to  Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  He succeeds Chrispus Kiyonga of Uganda, the Board’s first Chairman. 

           Also at the meeting of the Board in Switzerland, grants worth $866 million were awarded to projects in 60

     countries.  Sixty per cent of the money awarded will go to projects to fight AIDS, with 70 per cent of the projects  including a mother-to-child transmission component. 

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Kosovo

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says it has just published a new  position paper on the continued need for international protection for some people from Kosovo, in particular members of Serb, Roma, and some other minorities.

           The UNHCR believes the general situation in Kosovo has improved over the past year. But the security

     situation of minorities continues to be a major cause for concern.  The level of risk varies according to the particular  group and their location.

           **UNICEF Assists Kenyan Schools

           Two weeks after pledging $2.5 million to assist the Government of Kenya with its free primary education

     programme, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) today handed over the first consignment of supplies.

           We have a press release with more information.

           **Press Releases

           And two more press releases to flag from the World Health Organization (WHO):

           The first announces the publication of guidelines to help governments minimize the threat of acts of terrorism  against food supplies.  The document looks at means of establishing basic prevention, surveillance and response capacities and integrating terrorism prevention into existing national food safety and disease surveillance programmes.  The document is available on the WHO Web site.

           In the second press release, the WHO announces a meeting on the impact of alcohol on global health.

           **Budget

           So far today, one more Member State has paid its 2003 regular budget in full.  Slovenia made a payment of

     over $1 million to become the 35th fully paid-up Member State.

           And today is the last day of the 30-day period during which Member States can pay their dues on time.  After today, unpaid dues will be considered as arrears.

           On Monday, we will be able to give you a complete list of any other payments made today and which will be considered as on-time payments.

           **United Nations News Centre Web Site in Arabic

           An announcement to make:  the Department of Public Information today launched the Arabic-language version  of the UN News Centre -- the Web site, which many of you know as a valuable source of continuously updated news and links to related materials.

           The Internet address of the Arabic-language News Centre is www.un.org/arabic/news.  It can be also reached from the Arabic-language home page of the United Nations Web site, as well as from the front pages of UN News  Centres in English and French.

           **Press Conference

           And at 12:45 p.m. today, Ambassador Revaz Adamia of Georgia will be in this room to brief you on the

     situation in his country and the developments related to the peace process in Abkhazia.

           **The Week Ahead at United Nations

           And, of course, we have the Week Ahead for you to pick up in the Office upstairs.

           Any questions?  Yes, please?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  The part about Tommy Thompson, is that the US Tommy Thompson the former governor?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Yes.

           Question:  But he’s heading a UN board?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  It’s a global fund to fight AIDS and malaria.

           Question:  Is it related to the announcement which was made about $1 billion for AIDS or is this a separate

     thing?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  It’s a separate thing.  It’s not related.  Okay, Richard?

           **Briefing by Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           At the resumed 80th plenary meeting of the General Assembly this morning on election of judges for the

     International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, the President made an opening statement.  As you’re probably aware, last Wednesday elections were suspended related to necessary payments to reduce the arrears of certain countries under Article 19 of the Charter.

           The President made a statement in which he said that he’d received information that one of the States that

     had previously been certified as paying their dues had become in arrears.  They received this information during the  third round of balloting.  And after consultations with the Legal Counsel, the President decided to suspend the  meeting.  In this morning’s statement, he said, “For the first time in the history of the United Nations, elections took  place but the rules embodied in the United Nations basic document, the Charter of the United Nations, were violated. 

     We don’t have a precedent that could help us to move on.  Let me stress that since we’re now establishing a

     precedent for future elections,  we must proceed in the most responsible and sensitive way, being aware of all possible consequences.”

           The President then went on to say that he had received communications from some delegations in which

     representatives expressed their deep concern about the situation.  The President has requested a full and objective  investigation that would be reported to Member States on why the situation occurred.  He also said that he has requested suggestions to prevent such a situation from happening in the future.  He found the situation regrettable, and after a number of interventions by Member States during this morning’s session, New Zealand, in noting the  unequivocal legal advice by the Legal Counsel, proposed a meeting of the bureau.

           Following this proposal, the President decided to suspend the meeting this morning until 3 p.m. for a meeting  of the bureau with the chairs of the regional groups, if they wish to attend, and requests the Legal Counsel to attend. 

     The President has assured the Assembly and is working very hard and hopes to find a solution that is both pragmatic and legal.

           Any questions?

           Question:  Without any precedent?  That’s what the President said?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  That is right.  Those are his words.

           Question:  I recall that in the case of the Security Council, the Mali delegation voted without ... did the two

     organs operate under the same procedure?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  I think that that’s a separate issue.  I believe that the rulesof the

     General Assembly in this case were ...

           Question:  (inaudible) had nothing to do with it?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  I am not a legal counsel -- I can’t get into that in great detail. 

     There’s one response I would like to make to a question that was raised yesterday, that voting in this case is

     completely different from the voting process in the International Criminal Court in that for the ICC voting, Article 19 of   the Charter does not apply to those elections.  In this case, we’re talking specifically about Article 19 of the Charter  applying to these elections that are taking place.  But I think all concerned are working very hard, as the President said, to find a solution that is both pragmatic and legal.

           Question:  What is a pragmatic solution?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  I think we have to wait for the bureau to come back, and we should  know more at 3 p.m.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Okay.  I forgot to mention one thing.  As you can see, the UN Post has issued new sets of stamps.  So, hopefully you will go out and buy them.

           Thank you, have a very nice weekend.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN arms monitors conduct first aerial inspections in Iraq

*
Amid ‘remarkable’ gains, challenges persist in Afghanistan, Security Council told

*
Continuing mission to West Africa, UN aid official meets President of Burkina Faso

*
Following 3-day suspension, UNHCR resumes partial operations in Côte d’Ivoire  

*
UN envoy in Angola call for ‘spirit of new partnerships’ 

*
DR of Congo: WFP launches emergency airlift to feed 115,000 in east of country

*
US Heath Secretary elected to Chair Global AIDS Fund Board

*
Minorities in Kosovo still face acute discrimination, UN reports

*
UN health agency issues guidance to minimize terror threats to food

*
UN to meet beverage companies on health-related alcohol issues

* * * *

Iraq

For the first time, United Nations monitors in Iraq today conducted aerial inspections over a number of sites, including several biological and agricultural research facilities.

According to a spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), an UNMOVIC biological team performed the aerial inspections of Fulluja II and III, the Agricultural and Biological Research Centre, Tuwaitha and former biological research centres in Salman Park. 

In Baghdad meanwhile, UN spokesman Hiro Ueki said an UNMOVIC chemical team inspected the commercial headquarters of the Agricultural Supply Company. 

An UNMOVIC missile team visited the 7 Nissan Factory. “The factory produces a wide range of shell bodies and fuses for rockets, Mr. Ueki said. Among other things, the team obtained clarifications on the present status of Al Fatah research and development activities.

West of Baghdad an UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team inspected the Abu Gharib Ammunition Factory. “Although only a limited number of personnel were at the site, the inspections proceeded smoothly,” Mr. Ueki said. The survey included the production areas, quality control, computer system and several warehouses.

* * *

Afghanistan

31 January – The top United Nations envoy for Afghanistan told the Security Council today that while impressive gains had been made over the past year, the country still faced tough challenges and the peace process was “far from secure” amid worrying reports that support for the remnants of the Taliban might be growing in some areas. 

Briefing the Council in an open meeting, Lakhdar Brahimi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, stressed that while in 2002 the challenge was to shore up the fragile foundations of peace, this year Afghanistan would have to meet the rising expectations of its people, namely “strengthen and build on the foundations of the state, and address the political and security uncertainties.”

Reviewing the first year of the Bonn peace process, Mr. Brahimi underscored that major political milestones had been reached on time, including the holding of the Emergency Loya Jirga and the establishment of the Transitional Administration. At the same time, he noted that this year’s agenda for Afghanistan will be every bit as challenging, if not more so.

While he was optimistic that the “remarkable progress” made to date could be capitalized on and the challenges ahead could be met, he cautioned that further advancement will require the continued commitment of the Afghan people to the process together with the sustained engagement of the international community.  

Towards that goal, President Karzai has been discussing the need for the Government to articulate – and for the international community to support – a clear plan of action setting out the main goals for coming year. Going forward, Mr. Brahimi said, the focus would be on solidifying the key institutions of the State, pursuing national reconciliation, and showing tangible results on reconstruction projects to build the economy and increase confidence in the government.

Mr. Brahimi told Council members that too many Afghans felt excluded from the government and the political transformation under way. “The door should be open to those who wished to participate in good faith,” he said. “Leaving them outside the fold led to a growing incentive to undermine the peace process.”  

Despite the relatively calm security situation, incidents continued to occur, as a result of inter-factional tension and sporadic terrorist activity. Today, Mr. Brahimi said, a bus carrying 16 passengers detonated an explosive device as it approached a bridge to the southwest of Kandahar. Investigations were ongoing in that incident, in which 12 people have reportedly died.  Across the country, tensions between factions remained.  In the west, fighting broke out recently in the province of Badghis, where the authority of Ismael Khan was being challenged by the local Governor, Gul Muhammad.  

So the overall peace process in Afghanistan needed to progress “much further before we can safely said it is irreversible,” Mr. Brahimi said. With a range of doubts lingering in their own country, Afghans were watching closely developments elsewhere, fearing that they might be forgotten again.  

“[Afghans] do not clamour for international assistance for the sake of international assistance,” Mr. Brahimi said, “but they understand all too well how vulnerable they still are to forces that, if unchecked, might consume them again and undo the significant progress of the past year.  

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

31 January – A top United Nations relief official, who is now on a month-long mission to West Africa, met today in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, with President Blaise Compaore.  

During the meeting, President Compaore told Carolyn McAskie, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, how the crisis in that country impacted Burkina Faso’s economy, including losses in revenue for the private sector and increases in the prices of consumer goods. The UN estimates that some 60,000 migrant workers have returned to Burkina Faso from Côte d’Ivoire since violence erupted in September.

Over the weekend, Ms. McAskie will go to Liberia, where she plans to visit Ivorians in refugee camps there. 

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has now resumed most of its operations in Côte d’Ivoire after a three-day suspension following unrest in Abidjan and general insecurity in the rest of the country last weekend. Since the partial resumption on Wednesday, another 235 Liberian refugees have been transported from Tabou, in western Côte d’Ivoire, across the Cavaly River to Liberia. Refugees are still being targeted in various parts of the country, and many are so desperate they have asked UNHCR to simply arrange for free passage past several vigilante checkpoints on the Côte d’Ivoire side of the border river.

In a related development, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance (OCHA) today reiterated an urgent appeal, issued a week ago by Ms. McAskie, to ensure the security and protection of human rights of the civilian population. In her meeting with Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo on January 23, Ms. McAskie raised concern over the continued destruction of shantytowns in Abidjan, despite the President’s declaration last October to halt such destruction.

* * *

UNHCR- Côte d’Ivoire


31 January – The United Nations refugee agency has resumed most of its operations in Côte d’Ivoire after violent protests in Abidjan over a proposed peace accord and a climate of insecurity throughout the region forced a three-day suspension earlier in the week.

According to a spokesperson for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), since a partial resumption on Wednesday, another 235 Liberian refugees have been transported from Tabou, in western Côte d’Ivoire, across the Cavaly River to Liberia.

“Another 300 are scheduled to cross today, bringing the number of returns since the emergency return began on 17 January to over 1,400,” Ron Redmond said, adding that more than 1,700 refugees are still awaiting repatriation in the Tabou area. 

“Refugees are still being targeted in various parts of the country and we remain very concerned about the general security situation,” Mr. Redmond said. Many refugees, increasingly worried following recent developments in the country, have asked to be transported as quickly as possible to Liberia. 

Many are so desperate that they have asked UNHCR to simply arrange for free passage past several vigilante checkpoints on the 30-km stretch of road between Tabou and Prollo, a town on the Côte d’Ivoire side of the border river. “They say they can do without immediate assistance on the Liberian side,” Mr. Redmond added.

           Meanwhile, UNHCR reports that hundreds of Liberian refugees, many of them chased from their homes by angry Ivorians who accuse them of siding with the rebels, have been stopped at the checkpoints in recent weeks and prevented from leaving the country. In one such incident this week, a group of 25 Liberian men was apprehended by young vigilantes at a church in Tabou, verbally abused and threatened with death. After UNHCR and government refugee officials intervened, the men were released. The men will be repatriated by UNHCR, together with their families.

* * *

Angola

31 January – With demobilization programmes under way and elections imminent in Angola, the United Nations top envoy has called for a “spirit of new partnership” to help the war-torn country overcome any new challenges that lie ahead.

That call came following a meeting Thursday between Ibrahim Gambari, the Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan to Angola, and Angolan President José Eduardo dos Santos.

Among the challenges Mr. Gambari pointed out were the reintegration of war demobilized into the society, demining, technical assistance for preparation of the next elections, as well as efforts to convene an international donors conference.

Mr. Gambari’s proposals on how best the United Nations could continue to assist the Government and the people of Angola after February 2003 will be included in the Secretary-General’s upcoming report to the Security Council.

Also in Angola, the Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), James T. Morris, echoed the call for enhancing partnerships, stressing the country needs immediate and strong participation from many players to respond to mounting humanitarian needs as it emerges from years of devastation caused by war.

Mr. Morris’ trip comes at a time when humanitarian agencies face significant challenges in Angola, such as the ongoing effort to ensure that food aid is delivered to a growing number of fragile communities. 

“WFP can do a tremendous amount to help the Angolan population get back on their feet after decades of despair, and we must seize this opportunity,” said Mr. Morris. “What’s needed is a constellation of committed partners, including our traditional donors, working together to tackle the immense tasks which lie ahead to assist millions of vulnerable people.”

* * *

DR of Congo

31 January – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has launched an emergency airlift to provide food for over 100,000 desperate and hungry people in the town of Bunia, who were forced from their homes by fighting in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

The operation, carried out together with the agency’s implementing partner, German Agro Action (GAA), will deliver 892 tons of food – including maize flour, pulses, beans and vegetable oil – to some 115,000 people, most of whom are women and children, according to Felix Bamezon, WFP’s Country Director for the DRC. The provisions will be sufficient to feed the displaced population in Bunia for roughly one month.

 
“It is a desperate situation that calls for desperate measures,” Mr. Bamezon said, stressing that a lack of funds and landing clearance from the local authorities prevented WFP from carrying out any relief airlifts until now. Making matters worse, since last August, prevailing insecurity forced the agency to suspend its efforts to transport supplies to the town by road.

“The start of this operation is a welcome step forward because we will finally be able to assist tens of thousands hungry people,” said Mr. Bamezon. He cautioned however that given the high costs of airlifts, delivering food in this way could only be a short-term solution. “In the long term, we need the fighting to stop so we can reach these areas by road,” he said.

Fighting between the Hema and Lendu ethnic groups in Ituri province has sent large numbers of men, women and children fleeing towards Bunia. Adding to that, thousands who fled the towns of Epulu and Mambasa in Orientale province when factional clashes erupted last October have also sought refuge in Bunia. 

Along with Bunia, WFP is planning to airlift food to other parts of eastern Congo including the town of Kindu in Maniema province. In total, the agency is targeting around 1.5 million displaced people throughout the DRC, whose living conditions and nutritional status are extremely precarious.  The Bunia operation is entirely funded by the European Commission.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

31 January – A senior United States health official has been elected to head the executive board of the global anti-AIDS fund championed by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

Tommy Thompson, United States Secretary of Health and Human Services, has been elected Chair of the Executive Board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. Mr. Thompson, who will succeed Dr. Chrispus Kiyonga of Uganda, was elected by consensus during the Board’s fourth meeting, currently under-way in Geneva. 

Also today Dr. Suwit Wibulpolprasert, Deputy Permanent Secretary for Thailand’s Ministry of Public Health was elected as Vice-Chair. He will succeed Mr. Seiji Morimoto of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Japan. 

Upon his election, Mr. Thompson said he looked forward to being actively engaged at Board meetings and that “the United States is committed to the fight against global AIDS and proud to partner with the Global Fund, with our allies, and with every man, woman and child on this planet as we seek to end this plague.” 


In other news, the Board announced that grants worth $866 million were awarded to projects in 60 countries. Sixty percent of the money awarded will go to projects to fight AIDS, with 70 percent of the projects to include a mother-to-child transmission component.  

“The Global Fund’s newest grants are quickly taking public/private partnerships to scale to make a broad global impact against AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria,” said Richard Feachem, the Fund’s Executive Director. “Not only is the Global Fund encouraging the most effective players to work together to get the job done on the front lines of the epidemics, it is also helping donors coordinate efforts, reduce waste and focus on achieving results.”

* * *

Kosovo

31 January – The security of minorities in Kosovo continues to be a major cause for concern despite the general improvement of the situation in that country over the past year, according to a new report by the United Nations refugee agency. 

The UN Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) report on the continued need for international protection states that specific problems range from acute discrimination, marginalization and restricted freedom of movement, to destruction of property and physical harassment, including grenade attacks, landmines, booby-traps, drive-by shootings and arson. 

The level of risk varies according to the location or group, but is particular among members of Serb, Roma, and other minorities. By contrast, few of the vast majority of Kosovo Albanians who returned home after the 1999 crisis face protection problems.

“We stress that the return of members of these minorities from asylum countries should continue on a strictly voluntary basis,” said UNHCR spokesperson Ron Redmond, during a press briefing in Geneva today. “In addition, any such voluntary returns should be carefully coordinated, and returnees provided with assistance to enable them to reintegrate properly once they are back home in Kosovo. UNHCR explicitly opposes any forced or induced return of members of these minorities to Kosovo.” 

* * *

WHO

31 January – The United Nations health agency today released guidance to help national governments establish mechanisms to minimize potential terrorist threats against food supplies.

The document published by the World Health Organization (WHO) concentrates on working with national governments to integrate terrorism prevention and response measures into existing national food safety programmes, because both unintentional and deliberate outbreaks of food-borne disease can be managed by the same mechanisms.

Food-borne agents are estimated to cause 1.5 million deaths worldwide from diarrhoea-related conditions alone, according to WHO. While only a few cases of intentional contamination have been proven, the agency believes the risk of such terrorist threats should be given serious consideration by public authorities and the food industry.

Many developed and most developing countries are not yet adequately prepared to deal with large-scale food safety emergencies, WHO says. Its recommendations, titled “Terrorist Threats to Food: Guidance for Establishing and Strengthening Prevention and Response Systems,” emphasize the need to strengthen existing emergency alert and response systems by improving links with all relevant agencies and with the food industry.

Food industry involvement is encouraged from the outset, as the industry possesses the primary means to minimize contamination by putting in place appropriate security measures to protect production and distribution systems. The document provides specific measures for consideration by the food industry.

The guidance document was prepared in collaboration with the WHO European Centre for Environment and Health. Experts from national agencies in Australia, Germany, Ireland, Japan, Russia, Spain, the United Kingdom, the United States, the European Commission, the Food and Agriculture Organization and the Industry Council for Development contributed to its development.

* * *

WHO

31 January – With alcohol responsible for 4 per cent of the global disease burden, the United Nations lead health agency is calling a meeting with selected alcohol beverage companies to consider the impact of alcohol on global health.

The World Health Organization (WHO) will host the meeting on February 12 in Geneva, with the companies representing more than half of total global alcohol sales. Participants will be briefed on current activities in the alcohol policy area and relevant corporate social responsibility initiatives. They will also exchange views on how to curb drinking and driving, and the marketing and promotion of alcohol to young people.

“Worldwide, 5 per cent of all deaths of young people between the ages of 15 and 29 were attributable to alcohol use, and that globally, 140 million people were suffering from alcohol dependence,” said Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland, WHO Director-General. Speaking at the WHO European Ministerial Conference on Young People and Alcohol in February 2001, she also called for a concerted review by international experts of the issue of marketing and promotion of alcohol to young people. 

The Geneva meeting follows informal discussions over the past six months with alcohol companies and reflects WHO’s determination to engage with all interested stakeholders in formulating a policy to address the public health consequences of alcohol use worldwide. Alcohol is the leading health risk in some developing countries, and ranks third in industrialized nations, causing 1.8 million deaths worldwide, according to the recently released World Health Report 2002.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conflicts" ��AFP - Environmental conflicts to top UN meeting in Kenya�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Korea" ��Asia Pulse  - Korea seeks to host special session of UNEP Governing Council�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Week" ��Financial Times (London)  The Week ahead Monday 3 Feb.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Economy" ��Agence France Presse  -  UN presence boosts Kenya economy: UN official� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ministers" ��Japan Economic Newswire  -  Environment ministers to gather in Kenya  for UNEP …� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Toxins" ��NY TIMES - Study Finds Lower Level of Old Toxins but New Trends …


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Protection" ��XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE  -   Kenya steps up environmental protection efforts 


� � HYPERLINK  \l "Trade" ��Newsedge - Trade And Environment Set To Lock Horns At WTO�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Balance" ��Gulf News - War will affect ecological balance� 
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