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Environment:Human Development At the Service of Wildlife

Human development in the countries of Africa, Latin America and Asia is essential for protecting the diversity of plant and animal species, says biologist Edward O. Wilson, professor emeritus of Harvard University and one of the "fathers" of the concept of biodiversity.

"Eighty percent of the human population lives in the countries of the developing South, where most of the species, especially in the tropic jungles of Africa, Latin America and Asia, are also concentrated," he said in a conversation with Tierramérica.

"The problem lies in that the human populations in those regions destroy the natural resources around them, and with them the species, because they have no other means of subsistence. This is why improved living conditions in developing countries is indispensable for saving biodiversity," said the eminent biologist.

Wilson urges all rich countries "to increase development aid for those regions, and include in the corresponding programmes goals for conservation of biodiversity."

Wilson was in Paris for the international conference "Biodiversity: Science and Governance", which took place here Jan. 24-28, drawing hundreds of experts and officials from around the world.

The aim of the conference was to seek ways to implement the Convention on Biological Diversity, approved at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, organised by the United Nations in 1992.

The Convention entered into force in 1993, although the U.S. government never ratified it, and the text remains a dead letter due to the lack of instruments that would compel governments, companies and individuals to protect biodiversity.

Wilson says such protection is essential for guaranteeing environmental security for humanity, because the different species provide free services to humans, such as cleaning up water, stabilising the atmosphere, and creating fertile soil.

"Economists and ecologists have calculated that the annual value of those services, provided free of cost to humanity, is some 30 trillion dollars, or more than the global gross domestic product," he said.

At the Paris conference, scientists and government officials recognised that human activities are the driving force behind the acceleration of species extinction: some 16,000 types of animals and 60,000 types of plants are endangered.

The rapid process of extinction, similar in magnitude to the disappearance of the dinosaurs, is occurring despite the international conventions and numerous official speeches made about the risks that this poses for the planet, said the conference participants.

For example, in 2002 the signatory countries of the Convention on Biological Diversity pledged at The Hague to reduce significantly the rate of decline of biodiversity by the year 2010, but that didn't prevent governments like France from authorising construction in highly sensitive regions, like the glaciers of the Alps.

Less than two months ago, Paris authorised exploitation of the rocky glaciers of Vars Pass in the French Alps, near the Italian border. That region is one of two ecosystems in the world where the Brachyta borni is found. This extremely rare beetle was first discovered in 1997.

Because of situations like this, "we scientists are under the impression that there is no progress in protecting biodiversity, despite the fact that the crisis has reached historic proportions," said Michel Loreau, president of the Paris conference's scientific committee.

"We need to show governments, private companies and individuals the environmental consequences of their actions are," through clear and understandable indicators about species extinction, which illustrate the crisis of biodiversity, said scientists in a public appeal issued during the conference.

The experts suggested creating a new scientific structure, similar to the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change, set up by the World Meteorological Organisation and the United Nations Environment Programme in 1988. The task of the IPCC is to use scientific information to provide relevant information for understanding the process of global warming.

But an entity of this type already exists: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, launched by U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan in June 2001, to provide information about the consequences for humankind of ecosystem and species destruction.

Beyond entities for analysis and diagnosis, the priority, agree experts, is to make an inventory of the world's species -- a colossal effort for which scientists lack sufficient resources.

Relevant Links

Environment
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Sustainable Development

Says Philippe Bouchet, professor at the National Museum of Natural History, in Paris: "To catalogue some 10,000 species of birds, we have a veritable army of data collectors, thanks to institutions like the League for Bird Protection, or BirdLife International. But for the more than one million species of insects, our capacity of gathering information is not even a hundredth of that."

"For a species to exist in our conscience, it must have a name. But if society doesn't want to invest in ensuring vital coexistence with 30 million species, it is also going to consider an inventory a futile endeavour," said Bouchet.

____________________________________________________________________________

Business Standard

ITC unveils first triple bottomline report

Our Bureau / Kolkata February 3, 2005
ITC has created a total rainwater harvesting potential of 16.1 million kilolitres against its own net consumption of 8.4 million kilolitres, planted 19,500 hectares with 66 million saplings and recycled over 53 per cent of the solid waste it generated besides empowering millions of farmers through its e-choupal’s providing knowledge and a trading platform to farmers, company chairman Y C Deveshwar said today in its first ‘sustainability report’ released to highlight its contribution across economic, ecological and social dimensions, or the `triple bottom line’.

The report claimed ITC was one of the first to release a sustainability report conforming to the Global Reporting Initiatives (GRI) Guidelines of 2002 jointly formulated by the US NGO (non-governmental organisation) Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies’ (CERES) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The e-Choupal initiative, which uses information technology (IT) to enhance the competitiveness of Indian agriculture, had improved crop quality and productivity, while its social and farm forestry projects generated sustainable high quality raw materials for the paperboards business, Deveshwar said in the report.

Social forestry programmes helped tribals rejuvenate wastelands, generate income and helped an estimated 200,000 people in 2004 alone. Deveshwar said ITC was committed to being a `Citizen First’ through its sustainable development philosophy, responsibly using resources while their business objectives and creating wealth. ITC will take care to preserve and enrich the environment, and also serve society, while being engaged in their business operations, he added.

ITC was today a ‘water-positive’ corporation thanks to conservation efforts and creation of rainwater harvesting potential of 16.1 million kilolitres in 2004 alone. Water-harvesting structures constructed under ITC’s developmental initiatives provided critical irrigation to 8000 hectares in 2003-04.

ITC was determined to be carbon-positive and had gone in for carbon sequestration through plantations to the extent of 31 per cent of all carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from its operations during 2003-04, Deveshwar pointed out.

Besides, CO2 emissions were reduced by using climate-neutral fuels. ITC sourced only 3 per cent of its energy requirement from the grid, as the balance came from captive generating units.

Its paperboard unit in Bhadrachalam in Andhra Pradesh had specific energy consumption is 36.1 Giga Joules (GJ) per tonne of paperboard manufactured, as compared to the international benchmark of nearly 41 GJ per tonne of paperboard manufactured.

Deveshwar said ITC units minimised and recycled solid wastes to the extent of over 53 per cent of volume generated as part of its drive to become a zero solid waste company.

ITC’s other social initiatives include imparting skills training to women, supporting women’s micro credit groups, aiding government-run schools in rural India, and enhancing livestock quality.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Businesswire

Dr. Reddy's Publishes Its First Sustainability Report for the Year 2004; Joins a Select Group of Pharmaceutical Companies Worldwide 

HYDERABAD, India--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Feb. 2, 2005--Dr. Reddy's Laboratories today released its first 'Sustainability Report' for the financial year 2003 -2004. This is a voluntary initiative and is part of the company's continuing efforts to establish global benchmarks in corporate governance. 

The Sustainability Report details the economic, environmental and social dimensions of the company. Last year, the company had published its first Safety, Health and Environment (SHE) report. 

Commenting on the release of the report, Mr GV Prasad, CEO, Dr. Reddy's, said, "We believe that an organization has to perform well on all the three dimensions of performance - economic, social and environmental - to achieve sustainable growth and success. As a company, we are fully committed to the principles of sustainability. The publication of this report is a reflection of our commitment to voluntary - as opposed to mandatory - corporate transparency." 

The report details the various initiatives and activities of the company as a responsible corporate, in the community, as a global citizen, its commitment to protecting stakeholder interests, and in contributing to broader societal goals. Dr. Reddy's Sustainability Report for the year 2004 can be accessed on the company's website at www.drreddys.com. 

This report has been presented in line with the reporting guidelines recommended by the Global Reporting Initiative. As per the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) database there are about 624 companies worldwide which currently publish sustainability reports, of which ten are Indian companies. Dr. Reddy's is among a select group of companies in the healthcare sector worldwide to publish a sustainability report. 

The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) is a multi-stakeholder process and independent institution whose mission is to develop and disseminate globally applicable 'Sustainability Reporting Guidelines'. Started in 1997, GRI became independent in 2002, and is an official collaborating centre of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and works in cooperation with UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Global Compact. Website: www.globalreporting.org 

About Dr Reddy's 

Established in 1984, Dr. Reddy's Laboratories (NYSE: RDY) is an emerging global pharmaceutical company with proven basic research capabilities. The company develops, manufactures and markets a wide range of pharmaceutical products in India and overseas. Dr. Reddy's produces finished dosage forms, active pharmaceutical ingredients, diagnostic kits, critical care and biotechnology products. The basic research program of Dr. Reddy's focuses on cancer, diabetes, bacterial infections and pain management. Website: http://www.drreddys.com
_____________________________________________________________________________
AP New York

Human Rights Watch wins Heuss prize

	


	

	


February 2, 2005, 9:21 PM EST

NEW YORK -- International rights group Human Rights Watch has been named one of three winners of the 40th annual Theodor Heuss prize for its global reporting on human rights issues. 

The Theodor-Heuss Foundation, in deciding on the award, said Wednesday that the "hallmark of Human Rights Watch is the evenhandedness and credibility of its reporting." 



	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	


"Highly respected, Human Rights Watch is at times dreaded by governments and international organizations for the accuracy, impartiality and timeliness of its reports," the foundation said. 

The award will be presented April 29 in Germany, where the Heuss foundation is based. The two other recipients are civil society advocate Meinhard Miegel, director of the Bonn-based Institute for Economics and Cooperation, and Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environmental Program in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Past winners of the prize include Vaclav Havel, the former Czech prime minister and dissident, and Nobel literature laureate Gunter Grass. 

The foundation, named after Germany's first president, was established in 1965 to support democracy as a way of life. 

Human Rights Watch's executive director, Kenneth Roth, said the group was honored to receive such a prize from "an institution whose dedication to freedom is widely celebrated." 

The group said it plans to open its first advocacy office in Germany later this year. 
________________________________________________________________________

AME Info

ENVIRONMENT 2005 receives over 11,000 visitors
ENVIRONMENT 2005 – the 3rd edition of the International Exhibition and Conference on environment held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates concluded today witnessing an impressive turn-out of more than 11,000 visitors, over the 4 days of the event. 

	


The event also saw the signing of the landmark Abu Dhabi Declaration to promote 'Sustainable Transportation in Developing Countries' by ministers from over 20 countries in the region. 

His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of Presidential Affairs, inaugurated ENVIRONMENT 2005 on 30th January 2005. Delivering the opening address at the inauguration ceremony, Sheikh Abdul Rehman Al Midfa, UAE - Minister of Health, said that the UAE has become a role model for all countries in the region in the field of environmental protection and this progress has been made thanks to the efforts of Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Late President of the UAE through his endeavours to enhance the environmental conditions for wildlife while enabling the UAE to emerge as one of the leading countries as regards environmental protection. Al Midfa also emphasised the parallel support provided by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE who has undertaken to further build on the massive infrastructure projects initiated by Sheikh Zayed decades ago. 

338 exhibitors, from 41 countries took part in the ENVIRONMENT 2005 exhibition. The event also had official pavilions from France, Germany, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, the US, India and Iran and covered a net area of over 5,000 square metres. 

German Gilli, Director of R&D at Linabond Inc. says, 'This is the best trade show I have ever been to. As a result of our participation at the show, we have obtained 50 hard-core business leads and are in a position to convert these into significant business in the next few weeks'. 

Expressing satisfaction at her company's participation at ENVIRONMENT 2005, Ms. Anja Busse, Managing Director of Busse Innovative Systems GmbH from Germany said, 'This is the second time our company has participated at this major exhibition. We see more interest among the visitors about wastewater recycling which is our specialty. Our participation here has resulted in interesting discussions with potential partners as well prospective business deals with customers.' 

Francis Charles, Project Manager, Onyx International said that 'The exhibition gave us an important opportunity to build our brand and showcase our business agreement with Abu Dhabi Municipality to provide waste collection and street cleaning services. We also had the opportunity to gain information on the many projects initiated by the UAE in the environmental field'. 

'Many of our exhibitors at ENVIRONMENT 2005, have signed up to exhibit at the next edition to be held in two years time as well. We expect over 400 exhibitors in 2007 which represents an increase of over 25% over this time's event' said a spokesperson for General Exhibitions Corporation, the organizers of ENVIRONMENT 2005. 

ENVIRONMENT 2005 also saw the presence of several Sheikhs, ministers, high-ranking dignitaries and officials from all over the world who visited the exhibition. Over 1,000 delegates participated in the parallel conference on 'Sustainable Transportation in Developing Countries' that was held and had the opportunity to listen to more than 80 expert speakers. 

The US Ambassador to the UAE, H.E. Michele Sison who was among the high-ranking guests at ENVIRONMENT 2005 remarked 'Specialised exhibitions such as ENVIRONMENT 2005 are a vital tool in enhancing co-operation and technology transfer between the US and other countries in the region. We are pleased with the level of organisation and the opportunity that environment 2005 provides for US companies as it is a great platform to display the latest technologies in the environmental field', added Ambassador Sison. 

Declaring that Abu Dhabi was a role model for all new cities, H. E. Margaret Wolf, German Vice Minister and Parliamentary State Secretary said at the event that she would encourage organisations and specialised interest groups from Germany to visit the UAE so they can see and learn from the progress that Abu Dhabi has made. 

ENVIRONMENT 2005 provided the ideal platform to exchange experiences and information as well as to exhibit related best practices of the public/private sectors. In addition it gave exhibitors the opportunity of meeting influential officials from governments, municipalities, transport and health authorities, water and electricity agencies, Public Works departments, environmental institutions, academic associations and companies from developed and developing countries. 

ADNOC and its Group of Companies was the main sponsor for ENVIRONMENT 2005. The co-sponsors for the event were Abu Dhabi Water & Electricity Authority, Union Water & Electricity Company, the UAE Offsets Group, BP, Shell, Total and the National Bank of Abu Dhabi. Other special-event sponsors include ADNOC Distribution, Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, Marafiq and JODCO-Impex. Water & Wastewater International was the official publication for the event and Etihad Airways was the official Airline of ENVIRONMENT 2005. 

The event also received active support from the Federal Environment Agency, all the Municipalities in the UAE, Water & Electricity Authorities, the Ministry of Civil Defence, the UAE University and the United Nations Environment Programme, besides many other local and international institutions.


________________________________________________________________________
BBC
Africans 'worst-hit by warming' 
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Africa is the world's poorest continent


Millions of Africans could be among the worst hit by global warming, a conference on climate change has heard. 
Nigerian scientist Anthony Nyong said that temperatures could rise by two degrees and rainfall drop 10% by 2050, if current trends continue. 
This could mean more droughts and smaller harvests, leaving up to 100 million more Africans hungry. 
He called on rich countries to cut their emissions of the greenhouse gases, which worsen climate change. 
High population growth and increasing environmental stresses have already made Africa the world's poorest continent. 
'Wake up call' 
"Africa's high vulnerability is not only due to climate change but a combination of other stresses," said Mr Nyong from Jos University. 
"Such stresses include poverty, wars and conflicts, limited technological development, a high disease burden and a rapid population growth rate." 
BBC science correspondent Roland Pease says that global warming could also mean malaria-carrying mosquitoes moving to new areas. 
The World-Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), which sponsored Mr Nyong's report, said it was a wake-up call to the world. 
"If global warming is not tackled, the viability of millions of people's livelihoods in Africa will be undermined," said Catarina Cardoso, head of climate change at WWF-UK. 
____________________________________________________________________________
BBC
Antarctic's ice 'melting faster' 
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Guide to Climate Change 
Hunting climate change evidence 


A team of UK researchers claims to have new evidence that global warming is melting the ice in Antarctica faster than had previously been thought. 
Scientists from the British Antarctic Survey (Bas) say the rise in sea levels around the world caused by the melting may have been under-estimated. 
It is thought that over 13,000 sq km of sea ice in the Antarctic Peninsula has been lost over the last 50 years. 
The findings were announced at the Climate Change Conference in Exeter. 
Rising sea level 
Professor Chris Rapley, director of (Bas), told the conference that Antarctica could become a "giant awakened", contributing heavily to rising sea levels. 
Melting in the Antarctic Peninsula removes sea ice that once held back the movement of glaciers. 
As a result, glaciers flow into the ocean up to six times faster than before. 
The other region in the continent affected by the changes is West Antarctica where warmer sea water is thought to be eroding the ice from underneath. 
In 2001, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) predicted the average global sea level would rise by between 11cm (4.3in) and 77cm (30.3in) by 2100 - but forecast the Antarctic's contribution would be small. 
But over the past five years, studies have found that melting Antarctic ice caps contribute at least 15% to the current global sea level rise of 2mm (0.08in) a year. 
It is not known whether the melting is the result of a natural event or the result of global warming. 
Professor Rapley said that if this was natural variability it might be expected to be taking place in only a handful of places. However, studies had shown that it was happening in all three major ice stream in West Antarctica. 
Several major sections of the Antarctic ice sheet have broken off in the past decade. 
The Larsen A ice shelf, which measured 1,600 sq km, broke off in 1995. The 1,100 sq km Wilkins ice shelf fell off in 1998 and the 13,500 sq km Larsen B dropped away in 2002. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

African Poor to Bear Brunt of Global Warming Crisis

UK: February 3, 2005

EXETER - Africa's poor millions, already suffering grinding poverty and rampant disease, risk bearing the brunt of the global warming crisis unless urgent action is taken now, a leading Nigerian scientist said on Wednesday.

Anthony Nyong from Jos University said if current trends continued temperatures in sub-Saharan Africa could rise by two degrees centigrade by 2050 and rainfall could drop 10 percent leading to major shortages in already water-stressed countries.

"There must be substantial and genuine reductions in greenhouse gas emissions by the principal emitters," he said in a paper to a climate change conference, noting that the G8 group of rich nations accounted for nearly half of world carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions in 1999.

"While that is on, mitigation should be supported by effective and sustainable adaptation. This implies that Africa's capacity to adapt to climate change must be strengthened through capacity building," he added.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair has pledged to make Africa and the battle to curb climate change one of the top priorities for his presidency of the G8 this year.

Scientists say climate warming is caused by gases such as CO2, and most accept that much of this is from human activities like car exhaust and electricity generation and urgently needs to be curbed.

Almost alone of the developed world, the United States does not accept there is a human element to climate change.

Scientists predict that temperatures will rise by at least two degrees this century and warn that it could push the planet into the unknown as ice caps melt, sea levels rise and weather patterns change at accelerating rates threatening millions of people and animals.

Nyong noted that while global warming was a crisis for the whole world, Africa was among the worst placed of the continents to face it because it was already highly water-stressed and highly dependant on agriculture for food and export earnings.

"Africa's high vulnerability is not only due to climate change but a combination of other stresses," he said. "Such stresses include poverty, wars and conflicts, limited technological development, a high disease burden and a rapid population growth rate."

The World-Wide Fund for Nature, which sponsored Nyong's paper to the climate conference, said it was a wake-up call to the world.

"If global warming is not tackled the viability of millions of people's livelihoods in Africa will be undermined. Without significant new resources, millions of others won't be able to adapt to changes that are already happening," said Dr Catarina Cardoso, Head of Climate Change at WWF-UK.

The group said that by the 2080s climate change would have put an extra 80-120 million people at risk of hunger -- up to 80 percent of whom would be in Africa because of the dependence on ecosystems that would be the first to go as the climate changed.

Story by Jeremy Lovell

_____________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 03 February 2005

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news


ITC unveils first triple bottomline report

Business Standard, India, 3 February 2005 - ITC has created a total rainwater harvesting potential of 16.1 million kilolitres against its own net consumption of 8.4 million kilolitres, planted 19,500 hectares with 66 million saplings and recycled over 53 per cent of the solid waste it generated besides empowering millions of farmers through its e-choupal’s providing knowledge and a trading platform to farmers, company chairman Y C Deveshwar said today in its first ‘sustainability report’ released to highlight its contribution across economic, ecological and social dimensions, or the `triple bottom line’.

The report claimed ITC was one of the first to release a sustainability report conforming to the Global Reporting Initiatives (GRI) Guidelines of 2002 jointly formulated by the US NGO (non-governmental organisation) Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies’ (CERES) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
http://www.business-standard.com/strategist/storypage.php?hpFlag=Y&chklogin=N&autono=179733&leftnm=lmnu7&leftindx=7&lselect=0 
General Environment News

Planet may be heading `into the unknown' 
Bangkok Post, 3 February 2005 - Exeter, England _ Whole species of animals from frogs to leopards, living in vulnerable areas and with nowhere else to go, face extinction due to global warming, scientists said yesterday.
And the faster the temperature rises the worse it gets.
…Scientists say climate warming is caused by so-called greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide and most accept that much of this is from human activities like car exhausts or electricity generation and urgently needs to be curbed.
The UN International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) predicted in 2001 that the world could warm up by between 1.5C and nearly 6C by the end of the century, with clear proof that people were to blame for most of the rise.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/03Feb2005_news28.php 

Disease alert ahead of Chinese New Year 
The Nation (Thailand) 3 February 2005 - Public health officers across the country have been told to be on the lookout for the contagious acute viral encephalitis disease among Chinese visitors coming here for the Chinese New Year festivities, senior officials said yesterday. 
Wichai Thienthaworn, permanent secretary at the Public Health Ministry, said the disease was reported to have killed 16 people in China in January. One person has died from the disease in Thailand
…Last month alone, 258 Chinese people were infected, up 94 from the same period last year. 
In Thailand, two people were reported to have contracted the disease in January and one of them died, he said.
http://www.komchadluek.net/breaking/read.php?lang=en&newsid=40654 

Ho Chi Minh City beings culling of all ducks – Pigeons also targeted; duck farming will be banned in southern capital of 1 year
The Nations (Thailand) HANOI (Reuters) - Vietnam's biggest city, home to 10 million people, began slaughtering its ducks on Wednesday in an increasingly desperate fight to halt the spread of the deadly bird flu virus that has killed 13 people in the last month.
…The birds would be killed by burning or being buried alive, an animal health official said a day after a Vietnamese doctor confirmed the death of the first Cambodian in waves of outbreaks that have now killed 45 people over the past year. 
"After the killing, duck raising will not be allowed for one year," said the official at the city's Animal Health Department. 
World Health Organization (WHO) officials have headed to the Cambodian province of Kampot, which abuts Vietnam across a porous border, to investigate the area the Cambodian woman came from…
See Reuters : http://www.reuters.co.uk/newsArticle.jhtml?type=healthNews&storyID=7511598 

Refugees, disease, water and food shortages to result from global warming
[image: image5.png]


Hindustan Times, India, Richard Ingham (AFP) - Exeter, England, February 2, 2005 - Global warming will boost outbreaks of infectious disease, worsen shortages of water and food in vulnerable countries and create an army of climate refugees fleeing uninhabitable regions, a conference in Exeter was told on Wednesday.
…In India alone, there could be 30 million people displaced by persistent flooding, while a sixth of Bangladesh could be permanently lost to sea level rise and land subsidence, according to the study.
Pachauri's body, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), estimated in 2001 that by 2100, temperatures would rise by between 1.4 C (2.5 F) and 5.8 C (10.4) compared to 1990 levels, driven by atmospheric carbon pollution which stokes up heat from the Sun.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_1225220,00040003.htm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROWA MEDIA BRIEFING -  2 FEBRUARY 2005

Bahrain

Environment issues to be highlighted

AN exhibition highlighting environmental issues will be held on Friday at the Southern Governorate's campsite next to the Campers Service Centre in Sakhir.

The exhibition is organised by Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife as part of the country's celebration of the second National Environment Day, which falls on February 14.

The event, which will be open to the public, will feature various awareness campaigns on this year's theme Automobile Exhaust ... A Threat to Life, said a commission spokesman.

Commission public relations and environment information head Zakriya Khonji said that a science camp for children was also being held at Al Areen Wildlife Park, in co-operation with the Children and Youth Science Centre.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103426&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27320
Qatar

Workshop on turtle protection organized

PROTECTION and proliferation of turtles was the topic for a two-day workshop, organised at Doha Club, by the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves (SCENR).
Participants included Central Municipal Council members representing Al-Khor, Dukhaira, and Shamal, as well as officials from the Coast Guard, fishery department and Qatar Petroleum. 
Addressing the meeting, Shahi al-Shafi, director of HR and systems administration at the council, said the workshop aimed at highlighting the advantages of Qatari waters for the protection of turtles.
The regional water is an important refuge for the sea turtles, he added.
The workshop would also seek to increase the awareness about the kinds of turtles in the Gulf and the breeding season. 
The types of risks turtles face will also be explained

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=25131&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
Oman

Directory on environmental research in SQU released

A research directory compiled by Sultan Qaboos University’s Centre for Environmental Studies and Research (Cesar) was released here on Sunday, coinciding with the opening of a seminar on environmental research at the university. 

The directory is a compilation of details of environment-related research being conducted at SQU by 71 faculty members. It will be of use not only to researchers within the university, but also as a source of information to ministries, the private sector and those involved in research and concerned with environmental affairs in the country. The book was released by Dr Ali Al Bemani, SQU’s Assistant Vice-president for Postgraduate Studies.

Earlier, inaugurating the seminar, titled ‘Environmental Research at SQU — An overview of some contributions’ and organised by Cesar, Dr Bemani said Oman “has strived to be a leader in environmental concerns and affairs in the Arabian Gulf region for the past 30 years.” 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2005/february/middleeast_february1.xml
UAE

Ministers from 20 nations ink Abu Dhabi Declaration

Ministers in charge of environment, health and transport in 20 developing countries pledged here yesterday political commitment of their countries to a set of measures aimed at ensuring economically viable transportation policies that take into consideration safety, health and environmental issues. 

Wrapping up their meeting on the sidelines of the International Conference on Sustainable Transportation in Developing Countries, which concluded yesterday, the ministers adopted the Abu Dhabi Declaration, which called for cleaner transport in their countries. 

The declaration, prepared by UAE authorities in cooperation with a number of experts in the fields of environment, health and transport, was adopted with great difficulty following differences over oil-related issues, a close source who attended the closed-door closing session told Khaleej Times. 

The scientific conference ran in parallel with the Environment-2005 Exhibition, which saw participation of 338 exhibitors from 41 countries. Both the events were co-organised by the General Exhibitions Corporation (GEC) and Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda).

The declaration said in recent decades a number of important positive steps had been taken to develop and implement measures designed to address transportation issue at global, regional and national levels.

However, these steps require in-depth assessment and follow-up such as policy initiatives, programmes and projects, conference recommendations and declarations.

“We recognise that the integration of transportation sector-related safety, health and social and environmental issues into economically viable transportation policy is a requisite for sustainable development,” the declaration said.

The ministers pledged to work hard to implement all commitments adopted and endorsed by their leaders at the Rio Earth Summit 1992, the Millennium deceleration 2000, and the World Summit on Sustainable Development 2002, which have agreed through inter-governmental process related to sustainable development in general, and transportation in particular.

They re-emphasised the role of the United Nations and its organs as set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI), particularly implementation of recommendations related to transportation through the established priorities in the multi-year programme of work under the Commission for Sustainable Development.

The ministers promised their resolve to continue the high level political dialogue on transportation that began here in Abu Dhabi.

Earlier in the meeting, Hamad Abdul Rahman Al Midfa, Minister of Health and Chairman of the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA), stressed the need to develop sustainable transportation strategies and policies in the developing countries which he said suffered lack of financial and human resources which enabled them to implement these strategies without international support.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february88.xml
Key show ends on a high note

The curtains came down in the capital yesterday on the third edition of the Environment-2005 Exhibition and Conference, the successful run raising hopes of the event growing bigger and more diverse in the years ahead. 

The Abu Dhabi International Exhibition Centre, venue of the event, saw 338 exhibitors from 41 countries showcase a wide range of products and services over the last four days — a 49 per cent growth over the previous edition of the biennial show that was spread over an area of 5,000sq-m that again is an increase of 30 per cent.

Many companies from various countries made their debut at Environment-2005, while a good number of them were more conspicuous with their own stalls at their country’s pavilions.

The entire venue was a beehive of activity with a conference that ran parallel, deliberating on the absorbing theme “Sustainable transportation in developing countries”, to the participation of speakers from environmental agencies and international companies.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february82.xml
Dh1.3b deal to boost capacity

The Dewa signed three major contracts at a total cost of Dh1.3 billion for enhancing the production capacity of Dewa and its transmission lines on the sidelines of the Seventh Water, Energy Technology and Environment Exhibition (Wetex 2005). 

“The first project is the Power Generation Station at Al Aweer (Station H) Phase two at a cost of Dh801 million for increasing the production capacity of the station by 400 mw,” said Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, the Managing Director and CEO of Dewa.

“The project consists of three simple gas turbine generators utilising the most advanced technologies, which will be connected to the existing 400kv substations at Al Aweer, in addition to the civil, electrical, and mechanical works. The total production capacity of this station after the completion of the project will reach 1,000mw and is expected to complete in the first quarter of 2006.”

The second project includes the installation, testing, and commissioning of six substations of 132/11kv at a total cost of Dh254 million. The substations will support the transmition lines at Dewa as they will serve the existing and the newly planned areas at the same time such as Al Ras, Al Fahidi, Dubai Land and Parks, Dubai Medical City and the Dragon Market. This project is expected to be complete by the first quarter of 2006, he said.

Al Tayer also added that the third project consists of three main substations of 132/11kv and the laying of 132kv HV cables in the newly developed areas such as the Discovery Park in Jebel Ali and Dubai Land. 
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february76.xml

_____________________________________________________________________________

UN Daily News – 2 February 2005
In the headlines:

• 
Top UN envoy meets with Iraqi Prime Minister to discuss post-election landscape

• 
Security Council President vows 'no impunity' for war crimes in Darfur, Sudan

• 
Looking forward to Volcker report, Annan reaffirms resolve to improve UN management

• 
UN officials discuss security with rebels in Côte d'Ivoire

• 
New UN envoy on foreign troops in Lebanon to visit Damascus, Beirut

• 
US engagement vital for UN success in tackling global challenges, Fréchette says

• 
UN nuclear watchdog agency lays out seven speedy steps to curb weapons spread

• 
International tourism climbed 10 per cent in 2004, UN agency says

• 
UN prepares for early landmark in 60th anniversary year – its 38 millionth visitor

• 
Refugees may be caught up in European crackdown on illegal migrants – UN

Top UN envoy meets with Iraqi Prime Minister to discuss post-election landscape 

2 February - The top United Nations envoy in Iraq met with interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi today to discuss the role the world body will play in supporting the political process following Sunday's polls to elect a national assembly that will write a new democratic constitution for a country that has suffered decades of dictatorship. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Ashraf Qazi also conferred with two leading politicians, Abdul Aziz Al Hakim, president of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution, and Hussein al-Shahristani, a leading candidate on the United Iraqi Coalition, as part of his ongoing consultations following the elections. 

Mr. Qazi's talks with Mr. Allawi focused on ways the UN can help during the transitional process, which continues with the drafting of a permanent constitution, its presentation for adoption through a national referendum, and the holding of new elections towards the end of the year. 

The UN played a leading role in enabling the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq which conducted Sunday's poll. 

Mr. Qazi is scheduled to hold further talks this week with other leading figures representing various political trends with a view to encouraging an inclusive political process. 

Security Council President vows 'no impunity' for war crimes in Darfur, Sudan 

2 February - The Security Council is determined to ensure there is no impunity for anyone who has committed war crimes or crimes against humanity in Sudan's Darfur region, its President for February said today as he announced that the situation in Africa's largest country will be the focus of at least two Council meetings this month. 

As Council members study the report of a UN-appointed commission of inquiry into whether genocide has occurred in Darfur, Ambassador Joel W. Adechi of Benin, which holds the rotating presidency for this month, told reporters at a briefing that the 15-member body wants to deal with the situation in an "internationally recognized way." 

The commission of inquiry found that while the Sudanese Government had not conducted a policy of genocide, both its forces and allied Janjaweed militias had carried out "indiscriminate attacks, including killing of civilians, torture, enforced disappearances, destruction of villages, rape and other forms of sexual violence, pillaging and forced displacement." 

The panel also concluded that rebel forces in Darfur were responsible for possible war crimes, including murder of civilians and pillage, and recommended that the Council refer its dossier on the crimes to the International Criminal Court (ICC). Tens of thousands of people have been killed and up to 1.85 million others are internally displaced or have fled to neighbouring Chad since the conflict flared in early 2003. 

Speaking to reporters today at UN Headquarters, Secretary-General Kofi Annan reiterated his support for the ICC option and for quick and decisive action by the Council. He also stressed that sanctions against the Khartoum Government must remain on the table. 

"I was able to sit down with President Bashir and his Foreign Minister…to tell them exactly what we think should be done and the fact that the situation in Darfur was not getting any better and it was essential that they took every step to bring the situation under control," Mr. Annan said of his meeting with the Sudanese leaders at the African Union summit last weekend in Nigeria. 

The Council will hold at least two meetings and possibly a third on Sudan this month, focusing on both the situation in Darfur – where violent clashes have been reported this week – and the proposal for the establishment of a UN peace-support mission in southern Sudan following the signing of a peace deal there last month. 

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Sudan, will brief the Council this Friday and again at a separate meeting next Tuesday on the proposal for the peace-support mission. Sudanese Vice-President Ali Osman Mohamed Taha and John Garang, leader of the rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA), may brief the second meeting, along with representatives of the African Union. 

Mr. Adechi said Council members could hold a third meeting on Sudan, this time focusing on the contents of the genocide inquiry report, as early as late next week. 

Meanwhile, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) said reports indicate that on Monday violent clashes broke out between local tribes north of the town of Malha in North Darfur state. The dispute is believed to have been over long-standing tensions about the water shortage in the area, which has been ravaged by drought. 

In South Darfur state, security and military officials from the capital Nyala have travelled to the town of Gereida to assess the situation following reports that militiamen attacked a group of internally displaced persons (IDPs) near there last week, killing six people and displacing more than 4,000 others from their homes. 

Looking forward to Volcker report, Annan reaffirms resolve to improve UN management 

2 February - Saying he looked forward to receiving the report of an independent panel investigating the United Nations Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today stressed that the UN was already taking action to improve the organization's procedures. 

"We will study [the report] and implement its recommendations," Mr. Annan told reporters at UN Headquarters, referring to the forthcoming report by the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC). "We ourselves are taking measures to strengthen some of our management practices and we will be making some announcements and taking some concrete action very soon." 

The Secretary-General added that during the last General Assembly session he had asked the Assembly to review the mandate of the UN's own watchdog, the Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), 10 years after its establishment to see how it can be strengthened and give it appropriate authority to do its work. 

The report by the three-member independent panel, which is headed by former US Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker, is scheduled to be released on Thursday. Mr. Volcker was appointed by Mr. Annan in April 2004 to conduct an inquiry into allegations of impropriety in the administration and management of the Oil-for-Food programme, which permitted the use of proceeds from oil sales to purchase humanitarian goods. 

UN officials discuss security with rebels in Côte d'Ivoire 

2 February - Two senior officials in the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Côte d'Ivoire held talks today with the rebel Forces Nouvelles on restoring its participation in the transitional coalition government and on security issues. 

Acting Special Representative Alan Doss and Force Commander Abdoulaye Fall of the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) went to the northern rebel stronghold of Bouaké for discussions with Forces Nouvelles leaders. 

The talks would continue in an effort to persuade Forces Nouvelles ministers to return to cabinet meetings and to facilitate the disarmament process in Cote d'Ivoire. 

With the Special Representative of the Secretary-General Albert Tévoédjrè having resigned from UNOCI effective Monday, Mr. Doss is acting mission chief. 

Both the Government and the armed opposition have been given the new task of listing their weapons within the next six weeks or so. By a unanimous vote yesterday, the Security Council approved a resolution giving them a deadline to make "a comprehensive list of armaments in the possession of these armed forces and in possession of paramilitary troops and militias associated with them, as well as their location." 

New UN envoy on foreign troops in Lebanon to visit Damascus, Beirut 

2 February - Secretary-General Kofi Annan's newly appointed top envoy on the withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon will meet in the coming week with the leaders of Lebanon and Syria, which has 14,000 troops on its smaller neighbour's soil, a United Nations spokesman announced today. 

Terje Roed-Larsen, until last month the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, will visit Damascus on Saturday when he will convey a message from Mr. Annan to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, and Beirut on Tuesday on a similar mission to Lebanese President Emile Lahoud. 

Mr. Roed-Larsen's official title is Special Envoy for the implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, adopted in September ahead of elections in Lebanon, and which supported polling free from outside influence and called for the withdrawal of all remaining foreign forces, the disbanding of all militias and the extension of Government control over the entire country. 

In an initial report in October Mr. Annan said that aside from a UN peacekeeping force, the only significant foreign forces in Lebanon were Syrian. He said Syria indicated it had some 14,000 troops still inside Lebanon stationed near the border, and that it had redeployed about 3,000 other forces. 

He reported that the Governments of both Lebanon and Syria said the timing of further withdrawals would be determined by the security situation in Lebanon and the region and they could not provide a schedule for such action. 

US engagement vital for UN success in tackling global challenges, Fréchette says 

2 February - With the United Nations and the United States collaborating on "causes of great importance," they are moving forward in reforming the world body for its contemporary role and have held successful elections in Iraq and Afghanistan, UN Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette said today. 

"I do not need to tell any of you how important the role of the United States will be in moving forward the process of renewal and reform. US vision and values helped give birth to the UN and America's engagement has always been crucial for a strong and successful United Nations," she told the Women's Foreign Policy Group in Washington, DC. "That remains true today and it will be true tomorrow." 

This year UN Member States have to find solutions to such challenges as building a collective security system for the 21st century, making smart investments to eradicate global poverty and updating and renewing the United Nations itself, she said. 

Some of the fruits of US-UN cooperation were seen last Sunday when millions of Iraqis went to the polls to vote, Ms. Fréchette said. 

She was proud of the many dedicated UN staff who worked over many months with the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq to help put in place the electoral system that was used, she said. 

"Believe it or not, Iraq is now the 95th Member State which the UN has helped conduct elections since 1992 – a record of promoting democracy that should be more widely known," she said. 

The Iraqi elections were an important landmark in that country's political transition, a process which the UN is willing to help make more inclusive "should the Iraqis ask us to do so," she said. 

The UN could offer technical expertise as the Iraqis draft their constitution and also could help with a nationwide media campaign to maximize transparency, Ms. Fréchette said. 

On other security issues, the world body now has 17 peacekeeping missions on four continents with 75,000 personnel and has taken a leading role in the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster, feeding 1.1 million people and providing safe water to half a million, with a high priority given to transparency, she said. 

Nonetheless, certain people still questioned the relevance of the UN and doubted its effectiveness, she said. 

"Many who supported the Iraq war saw the Security Council's failure to authorize action as symptomatic of the UN's inability to provide a muscular response to today's threats," the Deputy Secretary General said. "Many who opposed the war were disillusioned that the UN appeared helpless to prevent it." 

The biggest contributor to loss of confidence in the UN, however, has been the criticism of the management of the Oil-for-Food programme that brought relief to millions of Iraqi civilians, she said. Sanctions were in force against their country at the time. 

With the first report of the independent investigation led by former US Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker into the allegations surrounding the programme due out tomorrow, Ms. Fréchette said, it was important to find out what happened and why, to hold any wrongdoers accountable and to introduce whatever changes would be needed to ensure proper oversight and accountability in the future. 

UN nuclear watchdog agency lays out seven speedy steps to curb weapons spread 

2 February - As parties to the Nuclear Weapons Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) prepare to meet this spring to curb the spread of illicit arms, the United Nations atomic watchdog today spotlighted a series of steps for speedy action including a moratorium on new facilities that could produce weapons-grade fuel and a clampdown on smuggling. 

“It is clear that recent events have placed the NPT and the regime supporting it under unprecedented stress, exposing some of its inherent limitations and pointing to areas that need to be adjusted,” International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Mohamed ElBaradei said. 

Over the past two years the IAEA has been particularly busy with undeclared nuclear activities which Iran carried on for nearly two decades, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s (DPRK) withdrawal from NPT, which Mr. ElBaradei has called a dangerous precedent, and the possibility that nuclear weapons could fall into terrorist hands. 

The 2005 Review Conference of the 188 States Parties, meeting from 2 to 27 May at UN Headquarters in New York, is seen as a turning point in efforts to hammer out priorities to confront the new threats. 

Mr. ElBaradei has proposed seven steps to strengthen the NPT regime and, with it, world security. “Some of the needed fixes can be made in May, but only if governments are ready to act,” he said. 

The steps, which would not require amending the Treaty, include a five-year moratorium on building new facilities for uranium enrichment and plutonium separation, materials that can be used for weapons production. “There is no compelling reason for building more of these proliferation-sensitive facilities. The nuclear industry already has more than enough capacity to fuel its power plants and research facilities,” Mr. ElBaradei said. 

Other “fixes” are a speed-up of efforts to convert research reactors operating with highly enriched uranium (HEU) to low enriched uranium and to make HEU unnecessary for all peaceful nuclear applications; increased access for IAEA inspectors nuclear sites; swift Security Council action in the case of any country that withdraws from the NPT; speedy action by all countries to prosecute any illicit trading in nuclear materials and technology; accelerated implementation by all five nuclear weapon States of their “unequivocal commitment” to nuclear disarmament; and, in light of the volatility of long-standing tensions that give rise to proliferation in regions like the Middle East and the Korean peninsula, action to resolve existing security deficits and provide security assurances. 

International tourism climbed 10 per cent in 2004, UN agency says 

2 February - International tourist arrivals jumped to a record 760 million last year, a 10 per cent increase over 2003 and the best growth rate of the past 20 years, the United Nations World Tourism Organization (WTO) said today. 

"We are confident that the tourism sector is back on the right track after three difficult years and, though still in commotion over the tragic events in Asia, the tourism sector will surely show again its extraordinary resilience and its ability to overcome difficulties by making an important contribution to the quick recovery of the affected countries," WTO Secretary-General Francesco Frangialli said in Phuket, Thailand, a tourist destination that was devastated by the 26 December tsunami. 

"The recovery of the world economy, and in particular of the economies of important American and European generating markets, strongly contributed to the very good results obtained in 2004," the WTO said. 

Fears that oil prices would have a negative impact on consumer travel decreased over the year when it turned out that increased costs were being absorbed by the dynamism of the world economy and seemed not to have affected consumer confidence, it said. 

The increase varied from region to region, ranging from 4 per cent for Europe, to 7 per cent for Africa, including the North African sub-region; 10 per cent for the Americas and 29 per cent for Asia and the Pacific as the area rebounded from the blow of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), the WTO said. The growth rate for the Middle East, which included Egypt, was 21 per cent. 

The outstanding results for Asia and the Pacific were the backdrop for the "Phuket Action Plan," which identified tourism destinations in tsunami-affected Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Thailand and Indonesia for particular assistance. 

"Our aim is to ensure that the tourism sector in these four countries emerges from this disaster stronger and more resilient than before, with more environmentally friendly systems, more civil society involvement in the tourism industry and more revenues from tourism remaining in the local community," according to the Plan. 

UN prepares for early landmark in 60th anniversary year – its 38 millionth visitor 

2 February - Some time this month, in an early landmark during the United Nations’ 60th anniversary year, a man, woman or child will become the 38 millionth visitor to take a guided tour of the UN’s New York Headquarters in a series that began 52 years ago to bring home to the general public the importance of the world body’s role. 

“Our guided tours not only become treasured memories for people visiting New York from around the world, but they also play an important role in shaping people’s perceptions of the world body,” UN Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi Tharoor says. 

The United Nations is one of New York City’s most visited destinations where world politics, history, renowned architecture and art converge and the guides are the most direct link between it and the general public. 

During this anniversary year, when the UN is focused on renewal – on new international threats and challenges, and ways to ensure the international system is up to the task of dealing with them – the tours provide answers to questions from the public about the wide range of UN activities around the world. 

Ten young women began giving tours in November 1952, and traffic on the route grew quickly, reaching its peak in 1964 during the World’s Fair with over 1.2 million visitors. The UN suspended the tours following the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks on New York, shortly after receiving its 37 millionth visitor, but resumed them a month later as part of an effort to keep Headquarters accessible to the public. 

A new group of 21 multilingual guides will be trained next month to supplement the existing team of 32, who are gearing up for the “spring rush,” when thousands of school groups descend upon UN Headquarters on their field trips. Children and students constitute over 40 per cent of visitors. 

Refugees may be caught up in European crackdown on illegal migrants – UN 

2 February - Concerned that genuine asylum seekers are mixed in with the flow of illegal migrants that the European Union (EU) is battling, the United Nations refugee agency, in cooperation with the European Commission, is launching a one-year project to gather essential information on migration through North Africa into Europe. 

“This project is an important and in many ways pioneering initiative for the refugee agency,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told reporters in Geneva. “It is a first step towards understanding the link between transit migration and refugees and creating a protection space for asylum seekers while they are in transit.” 

This problem raises new challenges and the agency stressed its increasing concern that in their effort to combat illegal migration EU countries tend to overlook the needs of the refugees mixed in with the illegal migrants. Because the refugee dimension of transit migration has so far been largely ignored, comparatively little is known about the number of potential refugees involved. 

UNHCR will seek testimony from asylum seekers in southern European nations, like Italy, Spain and Malta, which are first ports of call for thousands of people transiting from Africa. It will also seek to talk to asylum seekers and migrants in North Africa, with interviews already planned in Mauritania. 

Another axis of the project is to increase dialogue on refugee issues in North Africa, both at the national and regional level, in order to develop basic protection mechanisms for asylum seekers and potential refugees. Many North African nations have signed the 1951 Refugee Convention but need to develop a national framework to create an asylum space in the region. 

The third part of the project will look into the question of how to manage the protection of asylum seekers and potential refugees on the high seas. In the vast majority of cases, the trip from Africa to Europe involves a sea crossing, often organized by illegal traffickers, sometimes with disastrous consequences. 

The question of interception of boats on the high seas is difficult and often neglected, raising concerns about which state is responsible for the asylum seekers who might be onboard. In this regard, UNHCR will be advocating a multilateral approach involving the EU, countries of transit and the relevant international organizations. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

3 February 2005

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon,

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Baghdad, Ashraf Qazi, is continuing to hold intensive talks with Iraqi leaders on the political situation in the country and the role the UN will play in the country in supporting the political process in the post election phase.

Qazi met with Iraqi interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi.  They explored means through which the UN can help the Iraqis during the transitional process.  This process is set to continue after the convening of the Transitional National Assembly with the drafting of a permanent constitution and adopting it through a national referendum ahead of holding new elections towards the end of the year.

The top UN official in Iraq also held similar talks with the president of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution, Abdul Aziz Al Hakim, and with the leading candidate from the United Iraqi Coalition, Iraqi nuclear scientist Hussein al-Shahristani.

Qazi is scheduled to hold further talks this week with leading Iraqi personalities representing various political trends in the country, with a view to encouraging an inclusive political process and discussing UN support for it.

**Tsunami Appointment
I confirmed yesterday afternoon that the Secretary-General has offered to former U.S. President Bill Clinton the position of his Special Envoy for tsunami-affected countries and that President Clinton has accepted. 

The Secretary-General is confident that President Clinton will bring energy, dynamism and focus to the task of sustaining world interest in the vital recovery and reconstruction phase following the tsunami disaster that hit South Asia.  He believes that no one could possibly be better qualified for this task. 

The terms of reference for President Clinton are still being finalized, but they will focus on reconstruction and recovery in the region, and ensuring that the international community stays engaged for the long term. 

I was, therefore, wide of my brief in responding to a question yesterday when I said that, if asked, President Clinton could extend good offices to the Indonesian and Sri Lankan Governments in their respective peace talks.  His mandate will not include the peace processes in those countries that are in the hands of others.

**Sudan Statement
We put out a statement late yesterday expressing the Secretary-General’s serious concern about the recent shooting at two African Union monitors in south Darfur on 31 January. 

He strongly condemns this attack, which could jeopardize the fulfilment of the African Union mission in Darfur and which occurred at a time when the military observers were conducting investigations to verify allegations of aerial bombardments and other violations of the ceasefire agreement in the towns of Jayjay and Shangil Tobai.

The Secretary-General calls upon the Government and rebel forces in Darfur to respect the neutrality of African Union monitors, observers and police, as well as all international humanitarian workers, and he also urges them to investigate the shooting incident and take immediate action against those found responsible.

**Sudan
The Special Representative for Sudan will leave Khartoum this evening to come to New York, where he is scheduled to take part in meetings of the Security Council on Sudan.

The UN mission, meanwhile, continues to send reports of insecurity on the ground.

Long-standing tensions over access to water in an area of north Darfur turned violent on Monday when clashes broke out between tribes.  No further details are currently available, but this incident compounds concerns over a general water shortage in the region that has been worsened by the present drought conditions.

In south Darfur, security and military officials from Nyala travelled to a town where a gathering of internally displaced persons was reportedly attacked by militiamen a few days ago.

Meanwhile, three Norwegian Church Aid national staff members, who were detained by local authorities at the beginning of January, were released two days ago, the mission reports.  Jan Pronk had urged the local authorities to release aid workers, during his visit to Darfur last week.

The mission also says it is receiving daily reports of rapes in one area of Darfur and reports that insecurity has caused new displacements of up to 50,000 people.

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization has appealed to humanitarian agencies to be on the lookout for possible meningitis cases given the recent outbreak in Chad.

**Security Council
The Security Council has approved the programme of work for the month of February.

The Security Council President, Joël W. Adechi, the Permanent Representative of Benin, will brief you here in Room 226 on the month’s programme immediately following the noon briefing.

**Côte d’Ivoire - Security Council
The Security Council yesterday unanimously approved a resolution which authorizes the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire and the French forces in that country to monitor the implementation of sanctions measures, imposed last year by Resolution 1572.

The UN and French forces are also authorized to collect, as appropriate, arms and any related materiel brought into Côte d’Ivoire in violation of the sanctions measures.

The Security Council also requested the Secretary-General to create, within 30 days of the resolution’s adoption, a group of experts to examine the implementation of the sanctions.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The UN mission in Côte d’Ivoire reports that Acting Special Representative Alan Doss, and Force Commander Abdoulaye Fall were in Bouaké to discuss security-related issues with officials of the Forces Nouvelles.

The talks will continue in order to facilitate the return of Forces Nouvelles ministers to cabinet meetings and pave the way to the disarmament process in Côte d’Ivoire, according to the mission.

**Lebanon
The Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the implementation of Security Council 1559 (2004), Mr. Terje Roed-Larsen, will visit Damascus, Syria, on 5 February and Beirut, Lebanon, on 8 February.  In both capitals he will hold talks with government officials and convey a message from the Secretary-General to President Bashar al-Assad of Syria and President Emile Lahoud of Lebanon.

**DSG - DC Speech
The Deputy-Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, is in WashingtonD.C. today, where she’ll be addressing the Women's Foreign Policy Group on “New Challenges for the United Nations.”

She’s expected to mention the importance of the United States in moving forward the UN’s renewal and reform process, and that America’s engagement has always been crucial for a strong and successful UN.

Following her speech, the Deputy-Secretary-General will take part in a question and answer session with participants.  We have copies of her embargoed speech upstairs, and we expect to have copies of the final “as delivered” version either later today or tomorrow.

**Tourism
The UN’s World Tourism Organization reports that, after three years of stagnant growth, international tourism rebounded in 2004.

According to the agency’s latest publication, the number of international tourists reached an all-time record high of 760 million -- which is an increase of 10 per cent over 2003.

And speaking of tourism, the 38 millionth visitor to the UN is expected to take a guided tour of the building early this month.  Close tallies of visitors have been kept since the first guided tour took place in 1952.  We have press releases on both those items upstairs.

**WFP – Correction
Regarding the Guyana floods, I’d like to correct a number I read out yesterday.  I said that, according to the World Food Programme, some 375,000 people still remained in shelters.  That number is actually 3,750.

Apologies for that.
**Flag
And just to inform you -- as you may have noticed, the UN flag is flying at half-mast today.  This is in observance of the official mourning for Mr. Sami Kronfol, the Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United Nations, who passed away yesterday.

That’s all I have for you.

Laura?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any comment on the reports that Israel is not going to pull out of parts of the West Bank and Gaza?

Spokesman:  I don’t have anything on that.  I believe that, as he usually does after he’s been away on a trip, he is prepared to talk to you on his way into the building this afternoon.  So, you might put that question directly to him.

Question:  What time?

Spokesman:  Two-thirtyish.  We’ll squawk it when he is on the way.

Question:  Fred, (Inaudible), ... a matter of housekeeping.  You’re talking about the tourists coming to the United Nations; there is one tour which has been added as Hindi.  Hindi has been added.  Hindi is unique to India.  Both the languages are spoken in Pakistan and also in India has just as many people who speak Urdu.  Most of the Indian movies are made in Urdu.  Why can’t the United Nations also consider having Urdu language to the tours?

Spokesman:  I’ll have to put that question to the people who run the guided tours.  I have no idea.

Yes?

Question:  Fred, could you give us a reason why Clinton’s mandate changed from what you thought it was yesterday?

Spokesman:  That was just my mistake, and I apologize for that.

Question:  Did anybody, I mean was the mandate changed at all... (Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  No.  That was just my misunderstanding of the mandate.

Okay, I’ll ask Djibril Diallo to come up, the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
The revitalization of the General Assembly was the subject of a meeting President Jean Ping had yesterday with the facilitators appointed to that effect.  The facilitators from Cost Rica, Kenya, Singapore, Sweden and the CzechRepublic shared with the President early ideas about ways to bring about a culture of even more efficiency, focus and flexibility in the work of the Assembly. 

The facilitators, as you may recall, are appointed following regional consultations, and they help the President to conduct the affairs of the General Assembly.  And they will continue to consult Member States and come up with proposals to enable the General Assembly to fulfil its role in the United Nations as a vibrant engine for interaction on current issues facing the international community.

Among the issues that they will focus on will be the agenda and organization of the work of the General Assembly, the working methods of the General Assembly, the Committees, as well as the presentation of reports and other documents.  For the past few days we have had the informal meeting of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and other issues, and this is another aspect of the work of the General Assembly that the President is focusing on vigorously.

As I have said repeatedly in these briefings, the idea behind this revitalization is to try and see how the General Assembly can find ways in which it can have on its agenda a focus on the right mix between long-term and short-term issues, and also to consider new ways of bringing about flexibility and focus in its work.

That’s all I have for you.

Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Djibril, one of the things that’s been said in this debate in the General Assembly is that there was, one of divisions between certain MemberStates and so-called (Inaudible), are quite large.  But they can replace and they can, as a social compromise formula (Inaudible).  Is that being looked at by Mr. Jean Ping? 

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  What are you talking about, the High-Level panel?

Question:  The High-Level Panel.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I shared with you yesterday in my briefing some of the key points coming out of that consultation and it’s going on.  So, I can’t have some sort of definite position as of now.  But consultations are going on not only among the regional groups that you mentioned, you know, the Group of 77, the Non-Aligned, but also among individual Member States.  The next date that you need to look at in this connection will be 22 February when there will be another meeting.

Question:  Do you see another formula emerging also?  Is it a possibility?  A new formula, especially in the constitution of the Security Council?
Spokesman for General Assembly President:  It’s too early to say what would be the outcome of these consultations because delegations made comments on the two models that we talked about here.  Again, this being Model A, Model B.  And in the case of Africa, news reports indicate that there is going to be another meeting after the African Union summit in Abuja; this time in Swaziland, to streamline further the African position.  So, delegations are vigorously consulting each other, and 22 February will be one date and even beyond.  It’s an ongoing consultative mechanism.

Yes?

Question:  Prior to the 22 February meeting, is the President hosting other sorts of informal consultations as an opportunity to get Member States together, whose differences are quite stark, sort of work out their differences on the two options?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I am giving you these dates just as signposts in which the President takes a temperature of these consultations.  You may recall that the report -- after its being issued on 2 December, there was consultation on 8 and 9 December, and then this consultation took place, and 22 February will be another one.  But in between, there are many consultations going on with the President, with the facilitators and in the capitals of the different regions as well.

Question:  ...(inaudible) in taking up the role of hosting, sort of gatherings of Member State representatives so they can work out their differences on some of these issues of UN reform, he’s inviting the Member States sort of to take the initiative on their own in that respect?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  No. He has, as the President, a leadership role which has been quite effective in terms of being plugged into the system, among other things, through the system of the facilitators and his door being open also to the Member States who would like to express to him their views.  And after all this, he will be communicating formally to the Secretary-General as to the position of Member States, which will help the Secretary-General to prepare his report that will come out in March.

Okay?  Thank you.

* *** *
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