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Opinion: Political Will Marks UNEP's 30th Year 

By Klaus Toepfer

Executive Director United Nations Environment Programme 

NAIROBI, Kenya, January 2, 2002 (ENS) - We do not fully posses the  telescope of time to know how the year 2002 will be viewed by future  generations. 

But it is my hope that, when the historians' pencils are sharpened to weigh the  impact of the whirlwind of environment related meetings, conferences and summits, they may record that the second year of the new millennium and  UNEP's 30th anniversary was a defining moment in the long march towards a                      more environmentally sound, sustainable, healthier and fairer world. 

Klaus Toepfer is the executive director of the United Nations' top environmental agency, UNEP. (Photo

courtesy UNEP)

It is too easy to view events such as the  World Summit on Sustainable Development  (WSSD) in Johannesburg or the Finance for  Development meeting in Monterrey, Mexico  as just another round of high level nibbles, of  political get togethers that are merely  prolonging the agony of the planet and the                      poor. 

I believe we have, as a result of the  negotiations and agreements that have  marked 2002 and culminating in the WSSD, witnessed some real stirrings of intent, some  clear routes of progress that can transform the fine words of previous years  and decades into real and genuine action. 

The Plan of Implementation, and the many partnerships, agreed in South Africa has targets, and it has timetables on issues such as fisheries and  wildlife to ones on drinking water and sanitation. It is already focusing the  work of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) along with many other organizations and groups across the whole spectrum of society. 

Indeed when environment ministers from across the globe meet at UNEP's  headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, in early February, 2003, the WSSD Plan and  the challenge of taking it forward, of delivering real and meaningful results,  will be at the center of the talks, at the center of the decisions. 

Klaus Toepfer at the WSSD in South Africa (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations  Bulletin)

At WSSD, financial commitments  were made in support of the Plan  of Implementation, partnerships                                                   and the Millennium Declaration goals in the areas of water and  sanitation. These include $970                                          million from the United States, and some 21 water and sanitation  related initiatives worth at least                      US$20 million. 

Similarly, the Plan of Implementation commitment on energy access will be  accompanied by financial commitments from the European Union of $700  million, the United States of $43 million, and 32 separate partnership initiatives  worth up to US$26 million. 

Optimism also comes from the decision by Canada to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change. The eyes of the world are now on Russia to put  its pen to this paper so it can come into force. 

Meanwhile, the new spirit of cooperation, the new vision, espoused by African leaders and ministers in the guise of the New Partnership for African  Development or NEPAD give us a new start for this most wondrous of  continents, from where the human race took its first unsteady steps towards  the diversity of civilizations and cultures we see today. Many African  countries recognize that only through partnership with each other can a new dawn for this continent come. 

There is also a real recognition that developed nations, committing funds to assist developing ones, need reassurance that the cash will be well and effectively spent. 

WSSD may have been a milestone but should not be seen in isolation from  events such as the Doha, Qatar, trade talks and the Monterrey, Mexico Finance for Development meeting. I am also particularly delighted over the outcome of our Global Judges Symposium held just prior to the Summit.  Strengthening the use, development and awareness of such laws is one of the  keys needed to unlock the environment for development agenda. 

The International Year of the Mountains, ending in the summit in Bishkek where funds were pledged to clean up old nuclear dumps in Central Asia, was, I believe, a success. The International Year of EcoTourism with its summit in Quebec, has given us some good pointers as to how we can match the  modern enthusiasm for tourism and leisure with conserving nature and  generating income for local people. However, we clearly need to urgently  re-visit this issue to chart a more robust and effective course. 

Klaus Toepfer at the CITES meeting in Chile in November 2002. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

UNEP this year also published two landmark  publications - the "Global Environment Outlook 3" and                                      the "Africa Environment Outlook." These have not only contributed to our understanding of the threats                                      and improvements humankind is creating for life on  Earth, but also are building strong networks of                                      researchers and centers in developing countries where  environmental and developmental science is                                      flourishing. 

Working closely with the Global Environment Facility, the multi-billion dollar environment fund, we have launched important new projects on trying to restore damaged and degraded drylands in Africa to                      unraveling the mysteries of the humble organisms that populate and bring  fertility to the soils of tropical countries. 

We are also partners in the largest ever project undertaken to build the skills of developing nations in the area of genetically modified crops and foods. 

At the Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Cartagena, Columbia,  countries agreed a new, strengthened UNEP, and it is gratifying to see that our funding is on the rise from a wider group of nations. This is a vote for the  environment and a vote for UNEP's improved ability to deliver. We have every  intention to live up to our new and increasing responsibilities, not only in this 30th year of UNEP's birth but in the months, years and decades to come. 

{Klaus Toepfer has served as executive director of the United Nations  Environment Programme (UNEP) since February 1998. A former German  environment minister, Toepfer believes that environment policy is the peace  policy of the future.}
___________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

Less may mean more for capitalism's future 

By Roger Cowe 

Imagine a world in which every family in China and India possessed a car. A manufacturer's dream? Perhaps - but more like a nightmare for everyone else on the planet, given the likely effects on pollution and the drain on raw mat erials.  This prospect brings home the challenge of sustainable consumption for a world in which executives go weak at the knees at the prospect of new markets a fraction the size of China's or India's.

In that context "sustainable consumption" seems an oxymoron. But it is the Holy Grail of those who want to achieve sustainable development without throttling the consumer society that drives the modern economy. They include world leaders, who agreed at this year's United Nations summit in Johannesburg that: "Fundamental changes in the way societies produce and consume are indispensable for achieving global sustainable development."

The goal of sustainable production and consumption was also identified as a priority at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992; the fact that little progress has been made since then demonstrates the scale of the challenge.

What advances there have been are connected mostly to the production end of the problem rather than consumption. Business is getting increasingly sophisticated about this end of the supply chain, especially eco-efficiency - the term used to describe the relationship between resource use and economic activity.

While many businesses, especially smaller ones, have made little progress towards greater eco-efficiency, companies such as DuPont have made great strides - well beyond merely saving energy and resources in manufacture. Some companies are developing products that use less energy and other resources: lighter, more efficient cars; detergents that wash at lower temperatures; appliances that use less energy.

The information technology revolution should also help by enabling resources to be used more intelligently: providing heat or cooling only when and where needed, say, rather than constantly throughout an office or a factory.  Meanwhile the developed world is slowly learning to harvest resources more carefully, by composting and recycling, for example. The concept of eco-efficiency now stretches to zero waste - achieved by designing products and processes where any waste can be reused. The product-to-service transition appears to have great potential in many sectors, because it flips the business model from one that maximises sales to one that stimulates conservation of resources. Ford, for example, has talked about delivering a mobility service rather than selling cars, while some chemical companies now offer a cleaning service rather than supplying solvents.

All these developments are helping to reduce the energy and materials expended per pound of gross domestic product. But if the improvement is 2 per cent a year while GDP rises at 3 per cent, carbon dioxide emissions and resource depletion will continue to increase.  On top of that is the issue of growth in developing countries. While estimates vary as to how much strain the planet can take, it is clear that the earth could not cope if all its inhabitants pursued the lifestyle enjoyed by the rich few in North America, Europe and Japan.  Already there are isolated warnings about what happens when economic activity ignores the earth's "carrying capacity". For example, the fishing industry, especially in the North Sea, might be facing a less bleak future if it had operated more sustainably in the past.

Given such constraints, it is natural to ask whether sustainable consumption means reducing consumption in the rich world. Although few environmentalists now peddle the hair-shirt solution, most emphasise quality of life rather than quantity of consumption. The UN Environment Programme, for example, talks about "consuming differently", which it says means quality rather than quantity. That sounds a lot like lower consumption but Jacqueline Aloisi de Larderel, director of Unep's division of technology, industry and economics, has said that "sustainable consumption is not about consuming less".  Others are not so sure. "I can't see a world with 8bn or 9bn people without needing to have all sorts of things reined in," says John Elkington, chairman of Sustainability, the consultancy.

While the concept of lower consumption may send shivers down the spines of business leaders and economics ministers, it could be a viable business model. After all, high margin, low volume is generally more attractive from a business perspective than mass-market, commoditised production. But it is not an approach that comes naturally to most business people, driven by the tradition of top-line growth. "Most companies can't conceive of that outcome," says Mr Elkington. "It is so anti the spirit of current capitalism."  In particular it runs counter to the spirit of marketing - the business function that has probably been least engaged with sustainability issues. Sally Uren, head of the business programme at Forum for the Future, a UK think-tank, says marketing is an "untapped resource" as far as sustainable development is concerned. It could be a powerful force for corporate sustainability, because of its understanding of the power of brands in delivering benefits to consumers. Marketing could be used to sell sustainability rather than its opposite.

Martin Charter, head of the Surrey-based Centre for Sustainable Design, says the profession is only just waking up to sustainability. He says work needs to be done to understand two important issues: why consumers rarely translate their stated sustainability preferences into purchases; and why the marketing profession has not engaged with the issue. He insists that sustainable consumption is not inconsistent with marketing values. "Modern marketing is about building long-term customer relationships, protecting and building brands and reputation," he says.

But Mr Charter's first criterion for a sustainable product or service is that it is designed to satisfy a genuine human need, which poses two big questions. First, how many of the products on sale in the developed world 
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does that really cover? And second, does it exclude a car for every family in China and India?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Wall Street Journal

   U.S. Debates Dangers  Of Depleted Uranium

   By JOHN J. FIALKA 

   Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

   Sometime next year, Lt. Col. William H. Hedges, a 43-year-old Army training planner, will come to Baltimore for his regular medical checkup.

   Most people would find nothing regular about it at all. A team of doctors and scientists will examine his kidneys, his blood, his brain,his urine and his semen for the effects of depleted uranium, a controversial metal that the military uses for some of its antitank   weapons. As the result of a "friendly fire" incident during the Gulf War, Mr. Hedges carries at least 15 BB-size pieces of

   depleted-uranium shrapnel in his body.

   That makes him a walking laboratory in the debate over depleted uranium, which some Iraqi critics and some U.S. veterans groups have attacked as an environmental menace created by the American military. At stake in the controversy are both the battle for   international opinion concerning Iraq, and whether the Pentagon may eventually be forced to abandon the use of depleted uranium --   its most effective tank penetrator.

   For years, soldiers and civilians in several countries have complained of various medical ailments resulting from the use of "DU" in battles from the Gulf War, Bosnia   and Kosovo. Now, as the U.S. prepares for a second war in Iraq, where both U.S. tanks and A-10 aircraft would carry DU rounds, DU complaints are growing. In October, Iraqi doctors in southern Iraq showed U.S. congressmen evidence of almost a tenfold increase in birth defects, which they and Iraqi officials ascribe to the

   spread of radiation and poisons in the environment from DU weapons used 11 years ago.

   "This is real," insists retiring Rep. David E. Bonior, a Vietnam veteran and former House minority whip who picked three Iraqi hospitals to visit, based on reports he had heard from Iraqi immigrants in Detroit. Mr. Bonior once helped expose the dangers of the Vietnam defoliant Agent Orange and now says "I have a feeling that   we're headed down the same path."

   So far, many medical experts disagree. Specialists at the Veterans Administration in Baltimore who have tested Col. Hedges and 70 other U.S. veterans exposed to   DU in the Gulf War, have accumulated a small mountain of medical evidence that hasn't demonstrated any connection between DU and serious human diseases.

   "I think what's been proven by all these methodical studies is that DU is a political irritant," not a medical one, says William M. Arkin, a former Army intelligence   officer. Mr. Arkin has studied the issue for Harvard University, Human Rights Watch and Greenpeace.

But the controversy may be having an effect nevertheless. The Defense Department, after                                                       spending millions in studies to prove that DU doesn't cause illness, is slowly drifting away from                                                       its use despite its advantages. The Marines and the Navy have replaced DU with other types                                                       of armor-piercing ammunition. The Air Force's next generation tank killer won't use DU, and                                                       the Army is experimenting with alternative armor-penetrating tank shells.

Depleted uranium is a byproduct of the process by which natural uranium is turned into nuclear                                                       weapons. It is only 60% as radioactive as natural uranium, but it is heavier than lead and can                                                       keep its shape upon impact with other metal. These features made DU very attractive to the                                                       Pentagon.

The U.S. fired over 300 tons of it during the Gulf War, mostly from Air Force A-10 "Warthogs"                                                       and from M-1 tanks. U.S. tanks also used layers of DU as additional armor protection. In one                                                       battle, according to the Pentagon, three Iraqi T-72 tanks fired on and struck an M-1, only to see                                                       their rounds bounce off. The U.S. tank then destroyed all three, hitting the last one by firing a                                                       DU round through a sand berm the Iraq tank was trying to hide behind.

The government's evidence on the medical implications of DU begins with 50 years of records                                                       on uranium miners. Although hundreds of those miners were exposed to uranium for years,                                                       even frequently inhaling powdered uranium, researchers have found no evidence of increased                                                       cancer risks, says Melissa A. McDiarmid , a toxicologist who runs the DU testing program in                                                       Baltimore. What's more, recent studies of battlefield exposure to DU by the think tank Rand                                                       Corp., the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the U.K.'s Royal Society, the                                                       European Commission and the World Health Organization all found no ties to cancer or other                                                       serious disease.

"We've found no direct links," says Pekka Haavisto, chairman of the DU assessment team for                                                       the United Nations Environment Program, which looked at sites in Bosnia and Kosovo. Iraqi                                                       doctors have complained about leukemia and birth deformities near Basra, Mr. Arkin notes, but   that isn't where the U.S. tanks or A-10s did their fighting.

Col. Hedges was wounded shortly after dawn on Feb. 27, 1991. After a night of running tank battles against Iraqi forces in the closing hours of the Gulf War, he was leading his company of four tanks when two Iraqi rocket-propelled grenades hit the front of his tank. Another U.S. tank unit almost two miles away saw the grenade explosions and assumed that Col. Hedges's tank was an Iraqi tank firing at them. That unit hit Col. Hedges's tank with three 120mm DU rounds, killing its gunner and wounding him and two other crewmen.

After two operations on Col. Hedges, Army surgeons decided to leave small fragments of DU inside his body, reasoning that more surgery was riskier.

                     A decade and much research later, Dr. McDiarmid believes the calculation was ustified. While most critics focus on radioactivity, she says Col. Hedges's risk from that is small because DU is only slightly radioactive. She is more concerned about the long-term toxic effects of the  metal itself because the colonel and other shrapnel-carrying patients get a daily dose of it. Dr. McDiarmid says patients get an elaborate  battery of psychological tests, including tests to detect short-term memory loss, that is known to result from long exposure to lead and other   heavy metals. So far, the results have been negative.

   "I was initially very concerned" about the decision not to remove the DU fragments, recalls Col. Hedges, a former West Pointer. Since then, after fathering three  healthy children, he has concluded that talk of the danger of DU is "much ado about nothing." But "it may take 20 or 30 years" to prove that definitively, he adds.

   Write to John J. Fialka at john.fialka@wsj.com2.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist

Genetically modified 'protato' to feed India's poor 

 02 January 03

            Genetically modified potatoes will play a key part in an ambitious 15-year plan to combat malnutrition among India's poorest  children. Anti-poverty campaigners have greeted the "protato" with cautious support.

            The three-pronged attack on childhood mortality would aim to provide children with clean water, better food and vaccines. "Zero child mortality in underprivileged children would be the goal," says Govindarajan Padmanaban, a biochemist at the  Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore.

            Formulated in collaboration with charities, scientists, government institutes and industry, the anti-hunger plan is under consideration by the Indian government. 

            Meanwhile, the protein-rich GM potatoes are in the final stages of testing, prior to being submitted for approval. Padmanaban,  who outlined the plan at a conference at the Royal Society in London in December, hopes Western-based environmental groups and charities will not demonise the project in the same way as they did AstraZeneca's "golden rice", a strain modified to  make more vitamin A. 

            "The requirements of developing countries are very different from those of rich countries," he says. "I think it would be morally indefensible to oppose it."

            Essential amino acids 

            Asis Datta's team at the Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi added the AmA1 gene to potatoes, with the result that they  make a third more protein than usual, including substantial amounts of the essential amino acids lysine and methionine. 

            AmA1 is a gene from the amaranth plant, a crop long grown by native South Americans and now available in some Western  health food stores.

            "The potato doesn't contain a pesticide gene," says Padmanaban. "It's a gene that improves nutrition, and it's from another  plant that is already eaten. Moreover, it's not a known allergen." 

            That might help make it acceptable in India, where local activists oppose the recent licensing of Bt cotton - which carries a gene  for a bacterial pesticide - on the grounds it is "unnatural", and that it could kill beneficial insects.

            Midday meal 

            The idea is that the potatoes will form part of a midday meal to redress deficiencies in children's diets. A lack of lysine, for  example, can affect brain development.

            The potato should only be adopted if it passes all safety and environmental requirements, and if the extra protein is digestible,  says Suman Sahai of Gene Campaign, a Delhi-based sustainable development group opposed to the patenting of plants.  However, Sahai says the team's goal is far more worthy than, say, creating crops resistant to a company's own weedkiller.

            "If you're going to use GM at all, use it for this," she says. "India's problem is that we're vegetarian, so pulses and legumes are  the main protein source, but they're in short supply and expensive. The potato is good because it's cheap." 

            Independent assessment 

            Siddharth Deva, policy adviser for south Asia for the British-based charity Oxfam, agrees that the potato could serve a useful  purpose. But he calls for the government's judgements on GM crops to be independently assessed by panels of experts,  including environmentalists. "We want to ensure that introductions of GM crops don't have harmful implications," he says.

            The potato is not the first protein-enriched crop. Strains of GM maize rich in lysine have already been created. It is not  necessary to resort to genetic engineering, of course: bread and wheat flour can also be enriched in protein simply by adding,  say, peanut flour. 

            But this is costlier and none of the various schemes to provide such bread to malnourished children since the 1960s has survived, despite the benefits. 

                        _______________________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles Times:

January 2, 2003

COLUMN ONE

Paradise Losing in Hawaii

     Alien species have altered the archipelago's very nature. Islanders are struggling to save what native plants and animals they still can.

By Gary Polakovic, Times Staff Writer

HONOLULU -- The Hawaiian Islands emerged from the ocean fuming and angry, but nature turned gracious and cloaked the steaming volcanic rock with a mantle of splendor.

Forests sprouted palms of extraordinary size and shape, along with yucca-like silver swords and an explosion of vivid blossoms. Birds were so prolific that early accounts recall their sweet and ceaseless chatter. Fat

monk seals perfected beach lazing long before tourists arrived.

The archipelago, more removed from continents than any other, remained lost in perfect isolation for centuries. But that changed once paradise was discovered, first by Polynesians 1,800 years ago, then by Europeans

more than two centuries ago. Today, Hawaii -- the real Hawaii -- is disappearing, its natural and wild character eroding bit by bit each year.

Increased tourism, military activity and global trade opened the door to opportunistic invaders -- foreign plants and animals -- long held at bay by the broad Pacific. The alien species are turning Hawaii's environment

upside down.

Legions of tiny frogs fan out across the islands and produce an  ear-splitting screech that irritates visitors. A jungle tree from South America threatens to envelop Hawaii's forests in a darkness that snuffs out wildlife beneath its canopy. Off Waikiki, algae coat coral reefs in red goo.

Native flora and fauna are being devoured by wild pigs and rats, overrun by weeds and starved because pollinating insects and birds are no longer present to spread the seeds of life.

But Hawaiians are not just standing by idly, waiting for the next exotic snake or house plant to push on to their shores.

Alarmed at the threat to Hawaii's tourism, agriculture and ambience, scientists, government officials and everyday Hawaiians -- from schoolchildren to hoteliers -- are waging a multi-front war to save native

plants and animals.

One Indiana Jones-style "human pollinator" has even gained minor cult status, traipsing from one island to the next -- where he climbs trees and rappels down cliffs to dispense pollen once spread by birds and bees.

The fight will not be easy.

The Aloha State has bid farewell to more species than any other. It has lost 80% of its bird species -- a greater proportion than on all the continents -- to Polynesian hunters, egg-snatching rodents and avian malaria borne by nonnative mosquitoes among other killers. One-third of the plants that were here when Capt. James Cook arrived in 1778 are gone. The federal government has identified 317 endangered species in Hawaii; California is second with 296, most of those imperiled by habitat loss.

Before humans reached Hawaii, a new species established itself on the islands every 70,000 years. Today, about 20 new species arrive annually, according to state wildlife officials.

The invaders reach the islands aboard potted plants and airplanes. They come in the mail and in the cargo holds of ships, in lumber and on the soles of shoes.

"It's the same story practically everywhere on islands around the world,"  said Warren Wagner, curator of Pacific botany at the Smithsonian Institution. "It's part of the homogenization of the planet.... Every

unique place in the wild is starting to look like each other."

Most people, even many Hawaiians, cannot recognize the transformation. It happens away from resorts, beaches and golf courses. Even where tourists get off the beaten path in search of natural Hawaii -- such as Maui's road to Hana or the Hamakua Coast of the Big Island, as the locals refer to the island of Hawaii -- they are being cheated.

Everyone thinks Hawaii "looks really pretty and natural but ... it's all ecological kitsch," said Fred Kraus, a zoologist at the Bishop Museum in Honolulu. "It's the aesthetic equivalent of a painted velvet image of

Elvis Presley."

More than beauty is at stake.

Nonnative termites are causing $150 million in damage a year. About 100 types of mosquitoes have reached Hawaii aboard airplanes, leading to reports of dengue fever, a virus that causes severe flu-like symptoms.

Agricultural pests from distant shores cost Hawaii an estimated $300 million in lost revenues because of export restrictions, the government estimates.

Yet scientists, government officials and others are responding aggressively to the challenge. Their solutions range from the conventional to the unorthodox:

* On Maui, tree huggers are turning into tree killers. Saws and herbicide are standard issue on Sierra Club day hikes that have become search-and-destroy missions for miconia, a towering tree nicknamed "cancer

of the jungle." Miconia was brought here so its broad, purple leaves could adorn yards, but its canopy is so dense that it blots out the sun, killing other plants on the forest floor. Helicopter "spraycon" missions take out

the densest stands.  

"Every botanist I've  met in Hawaii is more interested in killing plants than preserving them," said Mindy Wilkinson, invasive species coordinator with the Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources.

* Scientists and sharpshooters work hand in glove to blast wild goat herds that eat rare plants and erode slopes, giving invasive species a foothold.  On the Big Island, scientists capture a single wild goat, affix a homing

beacon and turn the animal loose. When the "Judas goat" rejoins the herd, helicopters ferry sharpshooters to canyons and shoot animals whose location has been betrayed.

* Schoolchildren are recruited as anti-ant agents on the Big Island. Dan "the ant man" Gruner, a University of Hawaii graduate student, assigns 500 schoolchildren to find ants. No social insects are native to Hawaii. The

children leave peanut butter-coated chopsticks outside and report ant colonies to authorities, who poison the pests.

If Hawaii ever adopted Amber alerts, they might be used to locate snakes.  Reptiles are not native to the islands, and are particularly loathed by Hawaiians, in part because they pose a mortal threat to birds.

It is a crime to own a snake here, although 13 sightings were reported last year and three snakes were confiscated, including a python stuffed into an airport collection box. Inspectors use beagles to sniff the

landing gear of some arriving planes, so wary are they of snakes.

Brown tree snakes are a chief concern and have been known to travel in landing gear. On Guam, they virtually wiped out the island's birds; they also inflict venomous bites and cause one of every four power outages when

they slither across power lines.

When the alien invaders can't be kept out, Hawaiians attempt to throw up defenses to protect the native species that remain.

On a ridge overlooking a military base in Oahu's Makua Valley, ecologists have erected a veritable Maginot Line for a mollusk. Inside a fortified perimeter lives one of the last substantial remaining colonies of banded

tree snails. Once so prolific they dripped from trees in dense clusters and were used by natives to make leis, the tiny creatures are now endangered and surrounded by a 4-foot-high plywood barricade.

The barrier is rimmed with a trough of salt to stop nonnative predatory snails. An electric current and barbed wire keep out rats and other predators. About 150 snails are in the enclosure, which is half the size of omation. It happens away from resora basketball court.

When physical barriers don't suffice, the last remaining refuge in Hawaii for some plants becomes several prominent gardens maintained by human hosts.

Limahuli Garden on Kauai has become a sort of emergency room and museum. New plants are grown there from seeds, cuttings or cloned tissue. Visitors can see an oha tree, of which three remain in the wild, or a lovely white hibiscus thought to be extinct until one was found near a remote waterfall in 1976.

For many plants, survival in the wild is threatened because dozens of birds and insects that pollinated them are gone or disappearing.

Into the void has stepped a lanky, bearded scientist with deep-set eyes. Ken Wood spends three-quarters of the year in the back country searching for the rarest of the rare -- then brings these plants the precious pollen

they no longer can count on nature to deliver.

In an example of extreme botany, Wood rappels down 3,000-foot cliffs above roaring seas at Molokai, rope in one hand and a Q-tip or makeup brush in the other, to dab pollen on rare alula trees, which look like cabbages

stuck on baseball bats.

The Indiana Jones image makes Wood squirm, but strangers have seen him so much in the media that they ask questions about the environment when they run into him at the Kalaheo Coffee Co. and cafe on Kauai.

As the rain subsides, Wood heads for Kokee State Park and an endangered alani tree, a distant cousin of the orange. Just 12 alanis remain in the wild, and the trail to this one is treacherous.

Red soil is slick atop spiny ridges of the Na Pali mountains. Goats at the edge of the precipice watch Wood's every step. It is a place few people visit, but where this one-time gold miner and philosophy student can be on

the front lines of the fight for biological diversity.

Wood came weeks earlier and dabbed pollen onto flowers of the tree. Now he crawls gingerly up into the spindly alani. Wood examines tiny seed clusters tucked in the leaves and grins like a proud parent.

Down from the tree, Wood quips: "I was ready to smoke a cigarette.... I think I'm about to become a father. Soon I'll be passing out cigars."

In a few more weeks, Wood will collect mature seeds to propagate new plants at the National Tropical Botanical Garden.

Man's interventions here have not always been so thoughtful, or promising.

For example, mongoose were brought to Hawaii in 1883 to control rats  ravaging Hawaii's birds and sugar cane. But the nocturnal rats and the day-traveling mongoose seldom crossed paths. Instead, the mongoose became another voracious bird predator.

Like many other island environments, Hawaii's delicate balance is particularly vulnerable to alien species. Before man came, ecosystems were simple, without a full complement of predators and competitors.

That meant native species needed little armor against the environment:  Wild raspberries have no thorns; thistles go without spines; and mint lacks its distinctive, minty flavor -- all defense mechanisms originally

unneeded in Hawaii's kinder, gentler environment.

Those benign characteristics proved fatal when the native species were confronted with plants and animals bred in the Darwinian rough and tumble of distant shores.

Today, the state's $33-billion economy depends on agricultural trade and tourism, making the growing threat to the islands' plants and wildlife more than academic. Among the commercial crops susceptible to pests are sugar cane, pineapples, orchids and coconuts. Locals worry that tourists could become an endangered species too if the islands lose "our tropical plants" and if they have "biting ants everywhere, and snakes," said Wilkinson, the state's coordinator on invasive species.

One of the greatest threats comes from a pipsqueak tree frog called coqui (pronounced coke-ee). The creature stowed away in nursery plants shipped from Puertomation. It happens away from resoro Rico a decade ago. Though no bigger than a quarter, when coqui gather en masse they emit an ear-piercing call that reaches 100 decibels -- as loud as a rock concert.

Complaints are mounting. Lori Campbell, who owns the Rainforest Retreat in Keaau in the middle of coqui country on the Big Island, where 8,000 pack a single acre, organizes "night brigades" to capture frogs.

"I can hear them moving in all around me, and we are trying to keep them out" of the retreat, Campbell said. "When you get 40 or 50, it gets really obnoxious. I'm worried about my sleep ... and my business."

The state Department of Agriculture has tested concentrated caffeine to kill coqui. Sprayed into the forest, it acts like a nerve agent on frogs, but the EPA has restricted its use because of concerns about public health

and wildlife.

Meanwhile, the pesky amphibian is spreading faster than the bureaucracy works -- to Maui, Oahu and the Big Island. Officials are resigned to the realization that the opportunity to eradicate the coqui has passed. Now,

they are simply trying to slow its spread.

 * * *

Copyright 2003 Los Angeles Times

*** NOTICE:  In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, this material is distributed, without profit, for research and educational purposes only.  ***
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 Fresh Water Flow to Arctic Ocean Increasing 

DURHAM, New Hampshire, December 19, 2002 (ENS) - The average annual  discharge of fresh water into the Arctic Ocean from the six largest Eurasian  rivers has increased seven percent since 1936, an international research team  has found. The six rivers include three of the largest rivers on Earth, the  Tenisei-Angara, the Ob, and the Lena - all in Russia. 

The authors of "Increasing River Discharge to the Arctic Ocean," published  in the December 13 issue of the journal "Science," correlated this increase in  freshwater flow to historic patterns of climate change. 

Based on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projections   for global temperature rise, the authors predict that, if these patterns hold,   there will be an 18 percent increase in river discharge over the next 100 years. 

IPCC climate models project that the Earth will warm 1.4 to 5.8 degrees Celsius  (2.5 to 10.8 degrees Fahrenheit) between 1990 and 2100, with most land areas  warming more than the global average. 

An increase of such magnitude may have "large-scale impacts" on the ocean  circulation pattern that brings heat to the northern latitudes, the authors said. 

The Russian State Hydrological Institute and the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research in Germany collaborated with lead author Bruce Peterson from the Marine Biological Laboratory, an independent scientific                      institution in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. Co-authors from the Water  Systems Analysis Group at the University of New Hampshire include Charles Vorosmarty, Richard Lammers, and Alex Shiklomanov. 

"Too much freshwater leaking from the land into the Arctic Ocean could  reduce or shift the patterns of Atlantic deep water formation and stall the  ocean conveyor belt that helps to bring heat to the northern latitudes," explains Charles Vörösmarty, co-author and professor of Earth Sciences at the University of New Hampshire's Institute for the Study of Earth, Oceans, and Space. 

"England, for example, without the beneficial effect of this ocean circulation,  would plunge into a deep freeze due to its high latitude," he said. 

In a self-perpetuating cycle, as temperatures warm globally, evaporation of  surface water will increase and more moisture will be held in the atmosphere. This moisture will lead to more precipitation at high latitudes, such as the  Arctic, and more river runoff. 

                                              * * *

______________________________________________________________________________________
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Oil from sunken tanker reaches France

PARIS (Reuters) --Viscous, black fuel oil seeping from the sunken tanker Prestige has finally reached beaches in France, the Atlantic maritime authority said on Wednesday.

Tests on blobs of a tar-like substance that washed up this week along several kilometers of beach in the picturesque Landes region near Bordeaux showed they were deposits of  oil from the Prestige, which sunk off Spain's west coast in November.

"The experts from two laboratories have reached the conclusion that these are traces of  pollution by fuel oil coming from the Prestige tanker," the maritime authority said in a statement.

France 3 television said local police and firefighters were being drafted in to clean up the oil patches, which brought back painful memories of the 1999 oil spill off the Brittany coast from the Erika tanker, where damage ran to $860 million.

The long, sandy beaches of the Landes region, flanked by vast pine forests dotted with campsites, are immensely popular with surfers and holidaymakers, and the area lives off  tourism.

The Prestige, laden with 77,000 tons of fuel oil, sprang a leak on November 13, then  snapped in two and sank six days later, unleashing a tide of foul-smelling sludge on  Spain's richest fishing grounds and the northwest coast of Galicia.

France has been growing anxious as high winds have driven a massive oil slick from the  wreck toward French waters in recent days. Spanish media estimate that the cluster of oil  slicks now threatening France covers an area the size of New York City.

On Tuesday, plane monitors spotted around 100 small slicks of about 10 meters (32 ft) in diameter some 330 km (205 miles) from the French coast and heading east into French  waters.

Weather forecasts indicate strong easterly winds will continue to drive the slick towards the French coast.

The Prestige is leaking more than 100 tons of oil a day from its shattered hull, and the  black grime has been continually washing ashore on Spanish beaches -- despite the  efforts of cleanup vessels to clear the sea's surface.

Spain is still deciding what do to with the wreck which lies 3.5 km beneath the sea about  130 nautical miles off the coast.

The French mini-submarine Nautile has plugged some of the cracks but this is not seen as a permanent solution.

______________________________________________________________________________________
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Hundreds of Species Pressured by Global Warming

STANFORD, California, January 2, 2003 (ENS) - Hundreds of plant and  animal species around the world are feeling the impacts of global warming,  although the most dramatic effects may not be felt  for decades, according to new research from a Stanford University team. They  predict that a rapid temperature rise, together with other environmental   pressures, "could easily disrupt the connectedness among species" and lead   to numerous extinctions. 

"Birds are laying eggs earlier than usual, plants are flowering earlier and  mammals are breaking hibernation sooner," said Terry Root, a senior fellow  with Stanford University's Institute for International Studies (IIS) and lead  author of the article published in today's issue of the journal "Nature." 

Root and her colleagues analyzed 143 scientific studies involving a total of  1,473 species of animals and plants for the article, "Fingerprints of global  warming on wild animals and plants." 

After analyzing all 143 studies, the Stanford team concluded that global  warming is having a statistically significant impact on animal and plant  populations around the world. 

Dr. Terry Root is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Environmental  Science and Policy in Stanford University's Institute for International  Studies (Photo courtesy Aldo Leopold Leadership Program) "Clearly, if such ecological changes are now being  detected when the globe has warmed by an estimated  average of only one degree Fahrenheit (0.6 C) over the  past 100 years, then many more far reaching effects on  species and ecosystems will probably occur by 2100,  when temperatures could increase as much as 11 F (6 C),"                      Root said. 

As temperatures have increased, some species began breeding and migrating earlier. Other studies confirmed that species, from butterflies and marine  invertebrates, have shifted their ranges northward as temperatures rose, occupying areas previously too cold for survival. 

"Our study shows that recent temperature change has apparently already had  a marked influence on many species," the Stanford team wrote. 

In their analysis, Root and her co-workers showed that nearly 1,200 species,  some 81 percent of the total number analyzed, have undergone biological changes that were "consistent with our understanding of how temperature change influences various traits of a variety of species and populations from  around the globe." 

North American tree swallows  in a tree by the Anacostia River  (Photo courtesy U.S. Geological Survey)

The North American tree  swallow is among the  bird species beginning springtime activities  earlier than historically  recorded. Field  biologists, who kept track of some 21,000 tree  swallow nests in the United States and Canada over the last 40  years, concluded that the average egg laying date for female swallows has advanced by nine days - a  phenomenon that mirrors other North American studies confirming higher                temperatures and the earlier arrival of spring. 

Long term observations of flowering plants in Wisconsin show that wild  geraniums, columbine and other species are blooming earlier than before. 

Studies in Colorado found that marmots are ending their hibernations about  three weeks sooner than they were in the late 1970s. 

Measurements taken in Alaska revealed that growth in white spruce trees has  been stunted in recent years - another expected consequence of a rapidly warming climate, Root said. 

"Climate change models predict that the poles will warm more quickly than the  equator, so it's not surprising that we're getting the strongest signals of biological change from Alaska and other northern regions," Root said. 

   A primary concern for wild species and their ecosystems is the rapid rate of change predicted during the next century. 

Spruce budworm caterpillar (Photo courtesy University of Idaho)

"The problem will be the differential  response of species," Root explained. "I call it the tearing apart of                                                communities. For example, four types  of warblers feed on spruce budworm caterpillars. But the birds are shifting  north. What happens when the birds  no longer are present in the southern  portion of their ranges, and the caterpillar population is no longer kept  in check?" 

She predicted that rapid climate change, coupled with the loss of habitat and other ecological stressors, could lead to the disappearance of species - a consequence that might be avoided by taking proactive instead of reactive conservation measures. 

"For example, there's a very high probability that global warming could  contribute to a 50 percent decline in breeding waterfowl populations," Root  predicted. 

"One thing we might do now is to consider adjusting the bag limits for  hunters so we don't add insult to injury in the coming years," Root suggests. "Because anticipation of changes improves our capacity to manage, it                     behooves us to increase our understanding about the responses of plants  and animals to a changing climate." 

Co-authors of the study are Jeff Price of the American Bird Conservancy in Colorado, Kimberly Hall of Michigan State University, Stanford biology  professor Stephen Schneider, Cynthia Rosenzweig of the NASA Goddard  Institute for Space Studies, and Alan Pounds of the Golden Toad Laboratory  for Conservation in Coast Rica. 

The study was financially supported by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Winslow Foundation and the University of Michigan.

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 03 January 2003


Topical News Issues

SCOUT JAMBOREE: Lessons in world citizenship
The Nations, Dec 30, 2002 - Global Village opens, teaching teens about environment, peace and rights.
Fun, friendship and fantastic learning experiences were the order of the day at the opening of the Global Development Village yesterday. 
… "Visiting here has been such an eye-opener," said Satichon Wiangnon, a 15-year-old Thai scout from Roi Et, at the United Nations Environmental Programme stand.
|"It's all more fun and useful than I expected. Here, for example, I have learned that if we destroy any species of life on earth, it will cause the extinction of other living things since every life on the planet is interconnected." Besides the environment, the village covers three other areas; peace, human rights and health; and invites the boy scouts to take part in both interactive stands and workshops.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.arcview.php3?clid=4&id=71678&usrsess=1 

ECO Secretary General Reports on Recent Activities 
TEHRAN TIMES ECONONIC DESK, 29/12/02 - TEHRAN -- Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, ECO secretary general in a meeting, briefed the participants on the conclusions and achievements of the recent ECO activities. 
Arastou expressed that upon the invitation of the executive secretary of UNESCAP, has attended 5th Asian and Pacific Population Conference, in Bangkok, Thailand, held 11-17 December 2002.
…He also referred to the environment plan of action approved in the said meeting and the MOU to be signed between ECO and UNEP.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=12/29/02&Cat=9&Num=5 

Thirty years of environmental progress, but . . .
Japan Times, 26/12/02 (By STEPHEN HESSE)  - Yet another year is tugging impatiently at the sleeve of closure and within days will be history. 
In environmentalist terms, 2002 may be best remembered for summer's U.N. Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg, South Africa -- though to many observers that Second Earth Summit seemed more circus than circumspection. Clearly a two-week global gathering couldn't possibly yield comprehensive accounting of the environmental problems humanity faces.
…For those serious about getting up to speed on where we stand, perhaps the most comprehensive and reasonable overview of the state of our planet is "Global Environment Outlook 3," produced under the auspices of the U.N. Environment Programme based in Nairobi, Kenya. This is the third in a series of UNEP state-of-the-environment reports drafted with the cooperation of more than 35 collaborating institutions worldwide. GEO-1 came out in 1997 and GEO-2 in 1999.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?fe20021226sh.htm  

Two South Pacific villages washed away by cyclone
Reuters, January 3, 2003 - HONIARA - A cyclone that devastated remote South Pacific islands five days ago washed away at least two villages and there was no word on the fate of about 700 people who lived there, local officials said yesterday.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19274/story.htm 
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ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –02 January  2003 

ROLAC:

Marina Silva.

Environment Minister of Brazil

The new Environment Minister of Brazil is a 44 year-old PT Senator: Marina Silva. Very appreciated by the national and international environmental NGO’s, some call her the “feminine version” of Lula, for her working-class origins.

Born in a “seringal” (rubber plantation, typical in the Amazon) in the State of Acre, she learned to read and write at the age of 16. Her social compromise she acquired with Chico Mendes (murdered in 1988). A fervent catholic, she first thought of becoming a nun, but went on to University and got a degree in History. Initially she joined the Revolutionary Communist Party and later on become member of the PT. She won a seat in the Senate eight years ago and since then has continually fought for the preservation of the Amazon region.      

www.ips.org
RUSSIA-ENERGY:
Nuclear Cooperation With Iran Strains Ties With U.S. 

Analysis - By Hooman Peimani * 


GENEVA, Jan 2 (IPS) - Russia's plans to intensify non-military nuclear cooperation with Iran, despite plea by the U.S. government to end it, has strained Moscow-Washington ties. The move also underlines President Vladimir Putin's determination to pursue Russia's national interests, even if that should irk President George W. Bush. 

A case in point is Russian Energy Minister Alexander Rumyantsev four-day visit to Tehran last month. Referring to his meeting with the head of the Iranian Atomic Energy Organisation, Gholam Reza Agazadeh, Rumyantsev announced in Moscow that Iran's 1,000-megawatt Bushehr Nuclear-Power Reactor (BNPR) would become operational in December 2003. 

Rumyantsev, whose ministry is interested in building at least six more nuclear power reactors in Iran, denied the U.S. government's allegations on Iran's clandestine efforts to create ”nuclear weapons or develop sensitive nuclear technologies.” 

”Iran has signed all required international agreements and undertaken full obligations on transparency and checks ... and (has) unfailingly fulfilled them,” Rumyantsev said Dec 27 in Moscow. 

The timing of Rumyantsev's Tehran visit was remarkable. The visit took place about two weeks after Washington's uproar about Iran's nuclear facilities in Arak and Natanz allegedly used for its nuclear-weapon project and supposedly established with Russia's assistance. 

These accusations have been rejected by both Iran and Russia on the ground that the reactor's specifications and its being under the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspection regime remove the possibility of its use for military purposes. 

Energy minister Rumyantsev reiterated this point as he remarked in Moscow: ”Iran is using nuclear energy exclusively for peaceful purposes. there are no programs to create nuclear weapons or develop sensitive nuclear technologies.” 

To allay the U.S. government fear of the possible use for nuclear-weapon production of the BNPR's used nuclear fuel, Iran and Russia have agreed in principle to transfer it to Russia. 

According to Rumyantsev, an official agreement on that matter would be signed in January as the Russian Foreign Ministry was analysing the text of the proposed agreement. 

Being built in Iran's Persian Gulf port of Bushehr, the 800-million dollar BNPR has been a source of conflict between Russia and the United States since the early 1990s when the former agreed to finish it. 

Prior to the Iranian revolution of 1979, a German company, Siemens, began the reactor project but refused to finish it after the revolution. The Iranian government revitalised the Bushehr project in the early 1990s when the massive destruction of the Iranian infrastructure as a result of the Iran-Iraq War (1980-88) and the rapid growth of the Iranian population created a severe shortage of electricity. 

In the absence of any interested Western contractor to finish the BNPR damaged during the Iraqi air strikes in the 1980s, Iran turned to Russia, whose severe economic problems made it very interested in obtaining that lucrative project. Moscow's common views with Iran on certain regional and international issues and its friendly ties with Tehran made it a desirable contractor for the Iranians. 

The BNPR is only a first major project for the Russians who, over the last few years, have reiterated their interest in expanding their non-military nuclear ties with Iran. Having lost most of the markets of their friends and allies when the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, their failure to secure access to other markets have since inclined them to expand economic relations with those few countries, which, because of economic imperatives and/or political considerations, are interested in such relations. 

As a rich neighbouring country with friendly ties with Russia, Iran has become one of its major economic partners. In particular, its increasing need for power generation has created, and will continue to create, a lucrative growing market for Russia's nuclear power reactors. 

Unsurprisingly, the Russia government is trying to receive more contracts for constructing such reactors from the Iranians who are planning to generate 6,000 megawatts of nuclear power over the next ten years. Thus, in August 2002, the Russian government announced its readiness to build six more reactors in Iran. 

Against that background, certain statements made by Russia's nuclear authorities regarding Rumyantsev's visit to Iran have suggested Russia's hope for increasing its share of Iran's nuclear power market. 

In statements issued on December 26, the Russian Atomic Power Ministry referred to the expanding nuclear cooperation between Russia and Iran. The statements did not elaborate on the specifics of such cooperation. 

However, after talking to the Iranian nuclear authorities in Tehran, Rumyantsev's remark in reference to Iran's plan to increase its nuclear power generation, suggested that Russia's construction of more nuclear power reactors could be part of Iranian-Russian expanding nuclear cooperation. ”Russia is extremely interested in discussing such a project,” said the energy minister. 

* Dr. Hooman Peimani works as an independent consultant with international organisations in Geneva and does research in International Relations.

www.tierramerica.net
 2002 The Droplets of Life
The World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg Aug 26 to Sep 4, was the environmental event of the year, though many left the event disappointed… Except on the water issue, which will be the star of a United Nations-sponsored International Year in 2003. 
MEXICO CITY – The year 2002 saw a stellar event: the World Summit on Sustainable Development, also known as “Rio+10”, in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

The mega-conference generated high expectations around the globe, drawing the greatest number of heads of state (104) and official and non-governmental representatives (20,000), costing more than any meeting of this type (55 million dollars) and causing a great deal of waste and contamination (331 tons of garbage and an estimated 290,000 tons of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide). 

Everything was big in Johannesburg, except for the Summit’s concrete outcomes. Of the Summit’s five themes – water, energy, public health, biodiversity and agriculture – consensus was achieved on just one: the 190 countries participating in the meet agreed to reduce by half the world population that lacks access to clean water and to sewage systems by 2015. 

Although there were other accords with deadlines and timeframes, those related to water are the most significant because of the effect they could have on the daily lives of citizens around the world. Today, nearly 1.1 billion people – more than a sixth of the population – do not have adequate access to potable water, says the United Nations. 

Amid the hissing and shouts of “Betrayal!”, some environmental groups called the conference, which met Aug 26 to Sep 4, the “Summit of Shameful Deals”. 

The activists were particularly irked by the lack of an accord on proposals for clean energy, which were rejected outright by a bloc of countries led by the United States. U.S. President George W. Bush was a notable absence in South Africa, but from Washington opposed any quantifiable commitment on clean energy and upheld his refusal to ratify the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on climate change, which seeks to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

“The North American oil industry held the Summit hostage,” said critics. 

But the environmentalists dedicated to the water issue claimed victory and got down to work preparing for 2003, International Year of Freshwater. 

The world must work to make this the century of peace, not a century of war over water, says Koïchiro Matsuura, director-general of UNESCO, one of the 23 UN agencies involved in promoting universal access to this essential resource. 

The 3rd World Water Forum is slated for Mar 16-23, in Kyoto, Japan, no less. It is crucial that this and other crusades for water are successful, if only for one reason: to prevent the deaths of 6,000 children each day related to preventable illnesses – like cholera and diarrhea - arising from the lack of clean water. 

_______________________________________________________________________________
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UN inspectors continue investigations into Iraq’s weapons programmes

*

On New Year's Day, UN weapons inspectors continue probe in Iraq

*

Five countries begin 2-year terms as non-permanent members of Security Council

*

Côte d’Ivoire: UN urging quick evacuation of Liberians from endangered camp

*

10 countries pay UN dues in full for 2003

*

Joseph E. Connor, UN’s top manager, retires

* * * *

Iraq: inspections

2 January – United Nations inspectors today continued their visits to Iraqi facilities, on the look out for evidence that the sites may be involved in programmes to produce weapons of mass destruction.

According to a spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), a team of chemical experts went to inspect the Al Hadar State Company, formerly known as the Ash Sharqat Uranium Enrichment Facility, a chemical plant that produces nitric acid and ammonium nitrate.

UNMOVIC missile inspectors returned to the Al Fatah State Company – which was previously inspected on 14 December – to hold technical talks with key personnel associated with the Iraqi Solid Propellant Missile Programmes, spokesman Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad. Biological experts, meanwhile, inspected the Technical Military Depot for the Air Force Al Taji, which is part of a large military site and houses spare parts for a variety of aircraft.

In the meantime, an multidisciplinary team from UNMOVIC inspected the Ibn Firnas State Company, which is owned by the Military Industrialization Corporation and is an engineering and procurement entity supporting the Iraqi air force, according to Mr. Ueki. The team then visited the Al Fatah State Company to verify information on aviation-related matters.

As for the IAEA, inspectors visited the Falluja Lead Recovery Plant and a storage site at Khan Dari, both located approximately 60 km west of Baghdad. The Lead Recovery Plant operates gas-fired furnaces and the storage site contains an array of materials as well as equipment.

*


1 January – Pressing forward with their non-stop series of surprise inspections since arriving in Iraq late last year, United Nations arms experts probed sites suspected of involvement in the country's weapons programme on New Year’s Day.

A team of missile specialists from UNMOVIC visited the Al Harith Factory at the Taji Camp, located roughly 40 kilometres north of Baghdad.

"A few days ago, Iraqi representatives requested that UNMOVIC remove tags from SA-2 missiles to facilitate required maintenance tasks," said UN spokesman Hiro Ueki. "The missile experts took this opportunity to re-inspect the facility, which was previously inspected on 19 December 2002."

Meanwhile, chemical weapons experts from the Commission inspected the Al Majd Al Amiriyah Stores, which contain "some electronics and corrosion-resistant materials," Mr. Ueki said.

In addition, an UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Baghdad Alcoholic Drinks Company, a brewery that produces beer for local markets. Another germ warfare team inspected the 7-UP Plant of the National Food Industries, located in Baghdad.

* * *

Security Council

2 January – Angola, Chile, Germany, Pakistan and Spain have joined the United Nations Security Council as non-permanent members, beginning their two-year terms on 1 January.

Those countries replace Colombia, Ireland, Mauritius, Norway and Singapore on the 15-nation body, and join permanent members China, France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States.
Wednesday also marked a changeover in the Council’s rotating Presidency, as Ambassador Jean Marc de La Sablière of France will preside for the month of January. He takes over for Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, who, as a parting gift, presented the Council a six-month supply of Colombia coffee.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

2 January – Officials from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) have urged Côte d’Ivoire to approve the speedy evacuation of thousands of terrified Liberians from a camp in the country’s volatile west.
UNHCR officials who recently travelled to Nicla camp, which houses an estimated 8,000 Liberian refugees, said the camp's inhabitants were extremely nervous and insisted on being moved to a safer location. The settlement is a mere 40 kilometres from the line that separates Ivorian troops from rebel forces.

A reported rebel attack in the area yesterday, south of the nearby town of Guiglo, caused additional anxiety amid the camp's population, whose ethnic composition would make it particularly vulnerable if rebels overran the area.

The camp originally housed 5,000 people, but it has swollen to about 8,000 since fighting spread to that area of Côte d'Ivoire in late November. Altogether, UNHCR said it plans to evacuate up to 60,000 Liberian refugees who are believed to be trapped by fighting in the western part of Côte d'Ivoire, but the Nicla camp population is seen as a top priority.

While Ivorians and Liberians are the main groups uprooted by the crisis, UNHCR has also noted an increasing number of nationals of Guinea, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Ghana, and Mauritania showing up in Liberia in recent days and asking to be taken to their embassies in Monrovia. UNHCR has already registered 500 such people at the border.

* * *

 United Nations

2 January – With the new year just underway, 10 countries have already paid their United Nations dues in full for 2003, according to a UN spokesman.

Armenia has paid some $27,000, while Bangladesh contributed $135,000, Belarus $256,000, Congo $13,500 and Honduras $67,500. Latvia, with a payment of $135,000, Mali ($11,800), Senegal ($67,500), Sierra Leone ($13,500) and Ukraine ($715,500) are the other countries that have already fulfilled their financial obligations to the world body.

Meanwhile, Switzerland made its full payment of nearly $2.5 million for its year of admission. The General Assembly voted to accept the country as the organization’s 190th member on 10 September.

In 2002, 117 Member States paid their budget contributions in full, compared with 135 the previous year. The total paid in 2001 was just over $750 million, while the final amount contributed to the UN last year was about $800 million.

Total arrears for 2002 amounted to some $1.7 billion, including more than $300 million for the regular budget, over $1.3 billion for peacekeeping operations and less than $100 million for the 

international war crimes tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

* * *

United Nations

2 January – The United Nations’ top manager has retired after eight years of shepherding the world body through fiscal crises and instituting reforms initiated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Tuesday was the last day on the job for Joseph E. Connor, who since May 1994 has served as the Under Secretary-General for Management. He will be replaced by former World Food Programme (WFP) chief Catherine Bertini, who will assume her duties on Monday.

Since joining the UN, Mr. Connor has built up its reputation as a well-run organization by relentlessly pursuing the goals of the UN reform agenda, improving efficiency and maintaining no-growth budgets, according to UN spokesperson Hua Jiang.

“In response to a decision by the Secretary-General, Mr. Connor introduced results-based budgeting, which emphasizes achieving strategic goals, not just the bottom line,” she said.

When the United States Congress passed the Helms-Biden legislation outlining a path for the payment of US arrears to the UN, Mr. Connor engineered the meeting of the required benchmarks allowing the US to curtail nearly two decades of withholding dues payments.

Mr. Connor also introduced a centrally computerized system for all UN administrative processes, revised UN personnel practices to emphasize merit over tenure and designed the plan for the refurbishment of the 52-year-old Headquarters complex in New York, which the General Assembly approved late last month.

Mr. Connor also assisted the Secretary-General in establishing the Office for Internal Oversight Services, the UN’s first “Inspector General’s” office, to conduct internal audits while monitoring, inspecting, evaluating and investigating all UN activities.

“Joe Connor’s impact on the United Nations over these past eight years has been marked, and will continue to be felt many years into the future,” Ms. Jiang said.

* ***



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Year" ��ENS - Opinion: Political Will Marks UNEP's 30th Year� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Future" ��Financial Times - Less may mean more for capitalism's future� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Uranium" ��Wall Street Journal -  U.S. Debates Dangers Of Depleted Uranium
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