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Shopping for a better world 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announces partnership with New Zealand's Lucire as its first fashion magazine partner Part of ongoing efforts to promote “cool”, green lifestyles 

Brussels, Paris and Wellington, June 2 (JY&A Media/UNEP News Release Paris) From the catwalk to the consumer, the world's leading fashion designers and retail giants could play a major role in saving the planet. 

Whether it is the high-end labels of Prada or Versace or the high-street brands of Carrefour, Monoprix and Marks and Spencer, a growing number of professionals in the fashion and retail business are responding to a latent public demand for ethical and green products. 

In support of these efforts, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is working on a new initiative, dubbed ‘Shopping for a Better World’ which aims to influence the $US7 trillion global retail industry. At the same time, new partnerships with people from the fashion world hope to bring environmental messages to a new and increasingly influential audience. 

‘Consumers, especially the young, are often confronted with the seemingly contradictory choice of wanting to help the planet and the hedonistic desire to buy the latest “must-have” brands,’ said UNEP Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer, speaking here in Brussels today at the opening of the European Commission's Green Week. 

‘But, what can be more modern, more fashionable, than caring about our planet?’ Mr Toepfer continued. ‘By working with the retail and fashion industry we can help change attitudes towards consumption, and ultimately people's actions.’ 

The new UNEP activities are the latest element of UNEP’s work to advance the positive sides of sustainable consumption and production. 

Earlier this year, to encourage more people to embrace so-called sustainable consumerism, UNEP launched a new project that puts an emphasis on marketing ‘attractive’ or ‘desirable’ lifestyles as a key way to sell environmentally friendly products. 

‘UNEP has stepped up its activities with the retail sector, whose role lies in helping to change unsustainable consumption patterns,’ said Toepfer. ‘We are also starting to work with partners in the fashion industry, in order to show how sustainable lifestyles can be fashionable and 'cool' as young people might say.’ 

One of the first emerging partners in this area is the award-winning web-based global fashion magazine, Lucire ( http://www.lucire.com). 

According to Lucire’s founding publisher, Jack Yan, ‘Fashion magazines should not only communicate the labels and their offerings, they should also give the industry insight into what's hot and what's not.’ 

‘In our joint effort with UNEP, Lucire will champion those who understand sustainability, bringing them the consumer demand that they deserve,’ says Yan. ‘At the same time, we will be able to send a signal back to the fashion industry that this is what today's society desires.’ With the wider retail sector, UNEP helped to kick-start its ‘Shopping for a Better World’ work when it recently hosted an informal meeting of the retail industry in Paris. Ten international retailers and associations were represented—a diverse group involved in food, clothing and other retailing (see below). 

As the link between manufacturers and consumers, UNEP believes the retail sector is particularly well placed to help put some aspects of the ‘cool’ green lifestyle initiative into practice. 

‘On the one hand, the retail sector can influence suppliers to produce in a more sustainable manner—raising questions of resource and energy use for example,’ said Mr Toepfer. ‘On the other hand, the sector is in a unique position to help the public to adopt more environmentally friendly lifestyles and purchasing habits by providing customers with an appropriate choice.’ 

In recent years, a few companies in the retail sector have not only started to green their own operations but also to become important players in global efforts to make consumption and production patterns more sustainable. They are taking action: developing logistical strategies for transport, making life-cycle assessments of packaging, marketing green products, drawing up codes of conduct for suppliers, and demanding innovation in building design and energy systems. 

According to Philippe Houze, President of Monoprix, ‘A survey done by PricewaterhouseCoopers in March 2000 showed that 64 per cent of consumers want to be informed about the production methods of the goods they buy and that 73 per cent of them would be influenced by social labels in their purchasing decision. 

Mr Houze was writing in the latest edition of UNEP's Industry and Environment magazine that is dedicated to the retail topic. ‘Shopping for a better world: sustainability and retailing’ is available at < http://www.uneptie.org/media/review/ie_home.htm >. 

About Lucire Lucire, the global fashion magazine, is one of the world’s leading fashion titles on the web. Founded in 1997, it covers fashion, beauty, travel and lifestyle, with a global perspective for today’s woman. It is known for providing in-depth, quality journalism. The magazine is targeted at the woman who is tired of the offerings from established fashion players, and chooses to be herself. Lucire is available at < http://www.lucire.com >. In August 2001, Lucire received 13,000 unique visitors daily. According to Alexa, Lucire is one of the top-ranked pure-play fashion titles in the world. 

About UNEP The mission of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP, < http://www.unep.org >), established in 1972, is to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. UNEP works to encourage sustainable development through sound environmental practices everywhere. Its activities cover a wide range of issues, from atmosphere and terrestrial ecosystems, the promotion of environmental science and information, to an early warning and emergency response capacity to deal with environmental disasters and emergencies. UNEP works closely with stakeholders to provide a common information and knowledge base which assists government and industry in making environmentally sound decisions. More recently, UNEP has extended its catalytic role to develop and operate sector and issue-specific fora that provide information on environmental issues for an international audience. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

June 2, 2003 Monday 3:55 AM Eastern Time

UNEP forms partnership to combat trade in rare species, toxics

      DATELINE: NAIROBI, June 2

      BODY:

      The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has formed a partnership with other international watchdogs to

      combat trade in endangered species, toxic compounds and ozone-depleting substances, it said in a

      statement released on Monday.

      "The UNEP-led Green Customs Intiative (GCI), aims to improve coordinated intelligence gathering,

      information exchange, guidance, such as codes of best practises and training among partner organizations,"

      the statement said. 

      "Custom officers around the world are getting some extra back-up in the ongoing battle to beat the

      multi-billion dollars illegal trade in ozone-depleting substances, toxic chemicals, hazardous wastes and

      endangered species," it said.

      The partnership includes the International Criminal Police Organisation (Interpol), World Customs Organisation (WCO) and the secretariat of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs).

      "The new partnership is vital in enforcing stringent international restrictions on trading of ozone-depleting

      chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and illegal smuggling of ivory tiger bones as well as rare orchids," the statement quoted UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer as saying.

      "Environmental crime is big and increasingly lucrative," Toepfer said.

      According to a 2000 US government report titled "International Crime Threat Assesment," illegal trade nets up to 51 billion dollars (43 billion euros) per year.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

UNEP Announces Drive Against Trade In Rare Animals, Pollutants 

The U.N. Environment Program today announced an initiative launched with other international organizations aimed at blocking illegal trade in endangered species, chemicals and hazardous wastes.

Called the Green Customs Initiative, the project focuses on training customs officials to better spot possible illegal items in so-called environmental commodities, a rapidly expanding trade estimated to be worth up to $31 billion annually.

"The smuggling of ivory, tiger bones and rare orchids are a direct threat to species survival," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "The illegal traffic of toxic waste negatively impacts on the environment and health of thousands in the developing world. At the same time criminal groups smuggle environmentally harmful products like ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons whose legal trade is subject to stringent international restrictions."

Toepfer added that "building the capacity of customs officials, who are on the front line of every country's efforts to combat this illegal trade, is vital."

UNEP's partners in the initiative include Interpol, the World Customs Organization and the secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements that have trade provisions, such as the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

"By sharing expertise, experience and infrastructure multilateral environmental agreements are working together to present a coordinated customs training front," said Toepfer. 

In addition to training customs officials, the initiative is meant to improve intelligence gathering and sharing of information among partner organizations (UNEP release, June 2). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News

Environment issues to be analysed

OZONE Depleting Substance (ODS) officers from around the region will take part in a meeting from Sunday until June 11 at Elite Hotel.

The event is being organised by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) Regional Office of West Asia (Rowa). 

It will be held under the patronage of General Commis-sion of Marine Resources, Environment and Wild Life chairman Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

Among the main topics of discussion are the regional and national action plans to phase-out ODS as required by the Montreal Protocol. All countries in the region are parties to the protocol except for Iraq and Palestine.

All parties of the protocol have committed themselves to put in place national action plans for phasing out ODS in their respective countries.

The protocol obliges all developing countries to phase out ODS used in many sectors, such as the air-conditioning and foam industries, fire-fighting, aerosols and solvents as soon as possible but no later than January 1, 2010.

Similarly, UNEP has also committed itself to supporting West Asia countries in implementing the plans as well as preparing and following up the regional action plan to curb the illegal trade in ODSs and to stop the dumping of ODS-based technologies in the West Asia region. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire

June 2, 2003 Monday

U.N.: NEW INITIATIVE TARGETS ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME

Eryn Gable, Greenwire reporter

      The United Nations Environment Programme is beefing up efforts to fight what it calls a multibillion-dollar illegal trade in ozone-depleting substances, toxic chemicals, hazardous wastes and endangered species.

      As part of a new initiative, UNEP today launched a "Green Customs" web site focused on training border guards to identify and apprehend smugglers tracking in "environmental commodities."

      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the smuggling of ivory, tiger bones and rare orchids threatens the survival of  species. He also pointed to environmental threats from the illegal trafficking of toxic waste and ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 

      "Building the capacity of customs officials, who are on the front line of every country's efforts to combat this illegal trade, is vital," Toepfer said.

      The U.S. Justice Department estimates that local and international crime syndicates earn $22 billion to $31 billion annually from dumping hazardous waste, smuggling hazardous materials and trafficking in endangered species. A December 2000 DOJ report estimates that criminal organizations earn $10 billion to $12 billion annually for dumping trash and hazardous waste, while illicit trade of natural resources such as timber      earns them $5 billion to $8 billion annually.

      The global market for ozone-depleting substances is estimated to range from 20,000 to 30,000 metric tons annually, according to the United Nations. Illegal imports are far less expensive than obtaining CFCs from recycled or limited existing stocks.

      "When it comes to law enforcement and customs training around the world, we urgently need a more coordinated international response to strengthen the domestic capacity of countries to tackle this problem," said Thomas Sansonetti, assistant attorney general of the DOJ's environment and natural resources division.

      The initiative aims to improve intelligence gathering and training among the partner organizations, which include UNEP, Interpol, the World Customs Organization and the secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements that have trade provisions. These treaties include the "Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal," the "Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna" and the "Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer."

________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

June 2, 2003 Monday 

South Africa;  Western Cape to Launch Environment Week 

The environmental and tourism ministry will launch the National Environment Week and World Environment Day celebrations at the Chrysalis Academy in Tokai, on Wednesday. 

      This in partnership with the provincial department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, and the City of Cape Town. The National Environment Week kicks off throughout the country today and will lead to the World Environment Day to be commemorated worldwide on Thursday. 

      The National Environment Week ends on Friday. 

      The department said the main purpose of the World Environment Day celebrations was to encourage people to become active supporters of sustainable and equitable living, to promote awareness and an understanding that communities played a central role in changing attitudes towards environmental issues. 

      The United Nations General Assembly established World Environment Day in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. 

      The Stockholm conference resulted in the establishment of the United Nations Environment Programme,

      which highlights concerns about the world's environment. 

      South Africa's theme for World Environment Day is 'My environment, my life', which focuses on issues such as access to clean air, environment and fresh water. 

      The international theme for World Environment Day is 'Water: two billion people are dying for it'. 

      The Deputy Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Rejoice Mabudafhasi, is expected to be the guest speaker at the launch. 

      Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Mohammed Valli Moosa will table the department's budget vote in the National Assembly on Thursday. ________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

June 2, 2003, 

UNEP launches initiative to combat growing global menace of environmental crimes

      DATELINE: NAIROBI, June 2

      BODY:

      Customs officers around the world are getting some extra backup in the ongoing battle to beat illegal trade

      in ozone depleting substances, toxic chemicals, hazardous wastes and endangered species, the United

      Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said here Monday.

      With a focus on training border guards to better spot and apprehend criminals trafficking in "environmental

      commodities," a new "Green Customs" web site (http://www.unepie.org/ozonaction/ customs/) has been

      launched from Monday, UNEP said in press release.

      "The UNEP-led Green Customs initiative aims to improve coordinated intelligence gathering, information

      exchange, guidance (such as codes of best practice) and training amongst the partner organizations

      involved," UNEP said. 

      The initial partners in the project include UNEP, the International Criminal Police Organization, the World

      Customs Organization and the Secretariats of Multilateral Environmental that have trade provisions,

      according to the release.

      The web site is part of an initiative to help tackle the growth of environmental crimes, one of the most

      profitable and fastest growing new areas of international criminal activity, said UNEP.

      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, who is also driving the new initiative, said that "the smuggling of ivory, tiger bones and rare orchids are a direct threat to species survival."

      "Building the capacity of customs officials, who are on the front line of every country's efforts to combat

      this illegal trade, is vital," Toepfer added

      The environmental crime is a big and increasingly lucrative business. Thomas Sansonetti, assistant attorney

      general of the environment and natural resources division of the US Justice Department, was quoted as

      saying by the release that "according to a December 2000 US government report, it is estimated that local

      and international crime syndicates worldwide earn 22 to 31 billion dollars annually from hazardous waste

      dumping, smuggling proscribed hazardous materials, and exploiting and trafficking protected natural

      resources."

      "The UNEP-led Green Customs initiative can provide an effective training package for strengthening

      domestic institutional capacity on environmental crime and enforcement of multilateral environmental

      agreements," the assistant attorney general said. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News

June 2, 2003 Monday 

South Africa;   Financial Institutions Need to Take a Broader View 

 Serving all relevant stakeholders means they should add economic, environmental and social value to core      functions 

      SA FINANCIAL institutions that fail to address the needs of all relevant stakeholders must brace themselves for greater scrutiny of their business decisions. 

      They must rapidly absorb the maxim that a sustainable business is one that enhances longterm shareholder

      value by addressing the needs of all its relevant stakeholders, and that it should add economic,

      environmental and social value to its core business functions. 

      SA's institutions in particular may be called on to face the music because sustainability as a corporate

      concept is much better developed and understood internationally than domestically. The typical response

      from a local institution is that banks have no environmental effect apart from paper recycling. Local financial institutions should take note of the recent experience of CitiGroup of the US, which has been forced to adopt more responsible social and environmental policies in deciding what projects to finance since      Rainforest Action Network and other groups attacked its "disproportionate support" for extractive industries, particularly fossil fuels and logging. 

      Among projects that Citi has helped finance is the controversial Camisea pipeline project that will ship

      natural gas from the Amazon region of Peru to the Pacific coast. 

      The network is urging Citi and other lenders to provide more funding to more ecologically and socially benign enterprises, such as renewable energy, tree-free paper and certified wood alternatives, and to integrate      social and environmental criteria into all of its operations. 

      The UNEP Finance Initiative has been driving international dialogue on sustainability, engaging rating

      agencies, the insurance industry, asset managers and mainstream investment communities on responsible

      investment, global warming, environmental management and sustainability reporting. 

      In SA, extensive recommendations on corporate reporting in the second King report and the JSE Securities

      Exchange SA's socially responsible investment index, now being developed, point to a shift in thinking and

      emphasis on sustainability issues. 

      The sustainability issues for SA's finance sector include redressing the past by eliminating redlining; dealing with HIV/AIDS risk in client and employee bases, in life insurance and in mortgage products; an economic empowerment charter for the sector; socially responsible investment; and improving accessibility and      affordability of financial products and services. 

      Even so, local banks and financial services organisations are far behind the international agenda. 

      Sustainability reporting, which describes the underlying management of sustainability issues, has been

      adopted by African Bank and Standard Bank, which have begun reporting according to Global Reporting

      Initiative sustainability guidelines. 

      There are other examples of similar reporting efforts, but substance is often lacking, as is understanding of

      sustainability and its implications for the business. Reports are often not verified 

      It is important to understand that "reporting" is an indication of how well the organisation is able to manage sustainability risks and turn them into opportunities. For investors and shareholders, this translates into the question of whether the company (and its investment) will be around in five years. 

      Much of what is reported is likely to be information needed to manage the business effectively anyway.

      Sustainability issues are not external to business but represent its viability, and accordingly need to be

      integrated into mainstream organisational thinking, rather than management paying lip service because it

      thinks it should. The UK Co-operative Bank is a leading example, thanks to its inclusion of various

      assessments by nongovernment organisations of its performance. 

      Each addresses specific aspects of the report, which is verified and spells out clear indicators and quantified

      targets. 

      Australian bank Westpac, which addresses environmental and social issues in its strategy at corporate level

      and capitalises on its excellent sustainability expertise by embracing business opportunities, has been

      recognised for its commitment to sustainability across the world. Its environmental management system is

      among the best in the industry and operational ecoefficiency has improved since last year. 

      The company runs an effective stakeholder dialogue programme, including annual staff reviews to get

      feedback on workplace practices and generate ideas for improvements. Direct customer dialogue has been

      built into the quality process for the company, which regularly meets community and representative groups

      to glean a wider view of issues. 

      According to the Dow Jones group sustainability index, Westpac is the global corporate sustainability leader in the banking sector owing to its superior management of codes of conduct, crime prevention and

      performance recognition. Westpac attributes real improvements to the way it conducts these dialogues. 

      For example, the development of its ATMs for visually impaired people came from dialogue with

      nongovernmental bodies and government bodies. 

      Are you listening, Mr Banking Executive? If you aren't, you should. These strategic trends will affect your

      business. 

      Lomas-Walker heads the corporate sustainability unit at PricewaterhouseCoopers' Durban office. ________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

China shuts dam gates to block the mighty Yan

  BEIJING - China blocked the massive Yangtze River on the weekend, starting to fill a reservoir for the world's biggest hydroelectric project that is a point of national pride but which critics fear will become an environmental nightmare. 

  Live television footage showed cascades of white water roaring as sluice gates drew slowly shut on the Three Gorges dam, China's biggest engineering project since the Great Wall was built more than 2,000 years ago. 

  The Xinhua news agency said 19 of the 22 gates at the dam in Yichang, in the central province of Hubei, closed by 9.20 a.m. (0120 GMT), blocking the flood-prone Yangtze to form what will become a 600-km (365-mile) reservoir. 

  "The project to close the gates to fill the Three Gorges reservoir is successful," it said. 

  China says the world's largest hydroelectric project is critical for national power needs and will help tame the 6,300 km (3,900 mile) Yangtze, whose annual floods killed 300,000 people in the last century alone. 

  "When the entire project is completed in 2009, it will be highly effective for flood control, power generation, navigation, ecological protection and water diversion," Xinhua said. 

  But critics at home and abroad say the $25 billion project, begun in 1993, will bring ecological disaster as pollution seeps from the remnants of deserted towns, villages, factories and hospitals on the reservoir bed. 

  More than 720,000 people - from fishermen to farmers - along the Yangtze were uprooted, and more than one million million will move before the reservoir swallows lands - and some archaeological treasures - across about a dozen counties. 

  The project also has been plagued over the past decade by corruption and discovery of hundreds of cracks in the dam, though the  Guangzhou Daily on the weekend quoted officials as saying the cracks, some tens of metres (yards) long, were not a danger. 

  UPROOTED 

  Despite the live coverage, word of the event failed to reach the ears of many relocated to Chongming Island at the mouth of the Yangtze far to the east near Shanghai. Farmer Ke Chungui, 49, heard of it first from a foreign reporter and then caught the broadcasts on a radio. 

  Ke, his feet clad in straw shoes, said he had been unable to find work since being moved from Yunyang County in Chongqing municipality  three years ago. 

  "They lied to us again. They promised us a better life here. We're much worse off," he said, speaking in the thick Sichuan accent of central China. 

  China's leaders have dwelt on the power and flood control benefits of the biggest Chinese engineering project since Emperor Qinshihuang built the Great Wall more than 2,000 years ago. 

  Two 700 megawatt generators will fire up in August and 26 turbines are to pump out 18,200 megawatts by 2009 - equivalent of 10 coal-fired power stations using 50 million tonnes of coal a year. 

  Revolutionary leader Sun Yat-sen first proposed building the dam in 1919, but technical obstacles and social upheaval relegated the plan to the drawing board for 70 years. 

  Chinese leaders from Mao Zedong to Deng Xiaoping to Jiang Zemin weighed in with support over the years. 

  There was markedly less fanfare on the weekend. The main players on television were not Chinese leaders but engineers and project heads - who closed the gates with clicks of a computer mouse. 

  Some gates shut days ago, and water levels had already climbed to 106 metres by Sunday morning. Three of the 22 gates will remain open to guarantee water flow on the Yangtze during the two weeks it takes to fill the reservoir to 135 metres. 

  Navigation resumes on June 16 on the Yangtze after a break of more than 60 days. The water is to rise further next year, eventually creeping past a sign on the green hills above the dam - "150" - on its way to 175 metres by 2009. 

  Story by Brian Rhoads ________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN nuclear agency tries to avert water crisis

  VIENNA - The United Nations nuclear watchdog agency is helping countries use atomic physics to squeeze every last bit of water hidden

  in the earth's crust to avert a crisis of the world's most precious commodity. 

  While nearly 80 percent of the earth is covered with water, some 97 percent of that is salt water ocean and two percent is frozen. Less than

  one percent of the earth's surface water can be used for the water needs of humans, animals and plants. 

  The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is showing countries how to tap the world's many underground springs. 

  "The management of water resources is the most important thing for water scarcity, because you have to know where it is and how much

  is there in order to minimise or avoid water shortages," said Pradeep Aggarwal, head of the IAEA's isotope hydrology department. 

  Isotope hydrology is not a new science and has been around as long as nuclear science. But the IAEA, which has helped some 45

  countries set up isotope hydrology labs, says the simple and relatively cheap technique is still not used widely enough. 

  The idea is simple. Water contains natural isotopes, which are atoms of the same element but with different atomic weights. So-called

  heavy water contains more heavier isotopes. 

  By tracking these isotopes - which give the water source its "fingerprint" - water engineers can quickly obtain information that would

  normally require half a century of measuring rain, river and water body levels. 

  "Because these are naturally existing tracers, we don't have to inject anything into the ground," said Aggarwal. "And they contain the

  history of water movement and that history is crucial in hydrology." 

  EVERY LAST DROP 

  The technique of analysing underground water sources with isotope hydrology is becoming more and more popular in Africa, which is

  heavily reliant on ground water. 

  Callist Tindimugaya, head of hydrology at Uganda's Ministry of Water, Lands and Environment, told reporters at a recent IAEA gathering

  on isotope hydrology that the technique has become crucial for his country's 23 million people, 80 percent of whom rely on underground

  springs. 

  The entire Ugandan city of Kisoro relies on a single spring for its water needs, though local officials and water engineers had no

  information about the origin and movement of this water. 

  "The worry was the sustainability," Tindimugaya said. "They were worried this water would get polluted and that at the end of the day

  they would not have clean, safe water." 

  Local officials mistakenly thought the water originated from Uganda's mountain lakes. The Austrian government even sent water

  specialists to help Uganda analyse the water source to find out whether it was sustainable and would remain unpolluted. 

  When conventional techniques failed, the Austrian consultants turned to the Vienna-based IAEA for help. By using isotope hydrology

  the mystery was solved - the spring came from rainwater that moved slowly through a network of volcanic caves. 

  "Rainwater enters volcanic vents, sort of caves, and the caves are covered by papyrus (leaves), so the water is not exposed to

  atmospheric evaporation," Tindimugaya said. 

  "And we found that it takes a long time for this water to come through the spring. This water stays 50 years underground before it is

  discharged." 

  This was crucial information. First of all, the Ugandans are now able to take action to protect the source from pollution. 

  "But if pollution is ever detected (at discharge), it means a lot of water along the way is already polluted," he said. 

  Seifu Kebede, a scientist from Ethiopia's University of Addis Ababa, said that the potential water crisis is often misunderstood as being

  the result of a lack of clean water. 

  "The problem is not only the lack of clean water," said Kebede. "There is water, but the problem is (managing), understanding how it

  moves and how the hydrologic system functions, rather than the lack of water." 

  Thanks to isotope hydrology, Ethiopia is learning to trace the movement and size of hidden water sources to ensure that they are useable

  and sustainable for the country's rural population, 90 percent of whom rely on ground water. 

  "But part of the challenge is convincing the water engineers to implement the isotope hydrology data because the science is new to the

  country and the scientists are new to it," said Kebede. "They are sometimes suspicious." 

  Story by Louis Charbonneau 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Anti-G8 protests flare before Evian summit opens

  EVIAN, France - Several hundred black - hooded protesters blocked roads and trashed shops in the Lake Geneva area early on the weekend as heads of the world's leading industrial democracies gathered for their annual G8 summit. 

  French and Swiss riot police fired teargas to contain the anti-capitalist crowds kept in two towns kilometres (miles) away from the lakeside spa of Evian where U.S. President George W. Bush was due around noon (1000 GMT) to meet leaders who opposed the Iraq war. 

  Leaders of the Group of Eight - the United States, Japan, Germany, France, Britain, Italy, Canada and Russia - will join counterparts from 12 major developing countries shortly after midday to discuss debt relief, AIDS and access to clean water. 

  But disputes such as the bitter rift over the Iraq war, transatlantic trade tensions and U.S. efforts to curb nuclear programmes in Iran and North Korea should overshadow the talks on the world economy, usually the core of the G8 summits. 

  Massive security precautions for the June 1-3 summit meant the protesters - far fewer than the crowds that besieged the 2001 Genoa meeting in Italy - were concentrated in the French town of Annemasse and Lausanne in neighbouring Switzerland. 

  About 500 demonstrators sacked two petrol stations near Lausanne and blocked a road early on the weekend, while hundreds more cut off another road close to Annemasse, near Geneva. There were no reports of injuries or arrests. 

  Twin marches from Geneva and Annemasse were due to join up at the French-Swiss frontier in the main anti-G8 event of the day. 

  None of this could delay the G8 leaders, set to fly into Evian by helicopter, or the guests from developing countries travelling by boat across Lake Geneva from their Lausanne hotels. 

  STRAINS PAST AND PRESENT 

  Bush's visit, his first to France since the two countries clashed over the Iraq war, comes after a reconciliation meeting in St Petersburg with Russian President Vladimir Putin, another opponent of the U.S.-led war to overthrow Saddam Hussein. 

  Both he and French President Jacques Chirac have said they want to put the strains of recent months behind them - but Bush's next moves to fight the spread of nuclear, biological and chemical weapons may stir further unease. 

  In a Saturday speech in Krakow, Poland, Bush sought support for an international agreement to seize and search planes and ships suspected of carrying illegal weapons and missile technology. 

  "When weapons of mass destruction or their components are in transit, we must have the means and authority to seize them," he said, unveiling a Proliferation Security Initiative that will pose tricky issues of international law. 

  Bush will also urge the major industrialised nations to increase pressure on Iran and North Korea, which Washington accuses of clandestinely developing atomic weapons. 

  Russia has vowed to continue building a nuclear power plant in Iran while seeking assurances on its nuclear programme, and the European Union will hold the latest round of talks on a trade agreement in Tehran just as the G8 meeting begins. 

  FOCUS ON AFRICA 

  Chirac has given Africa and development issues, such as debt relief, fighting AIDS and easier access to cheap medicines and clean water pride of place on the summit agenda, alongside efforts to revive the sluggish world economy. 

  Bush sought to reassure Europeans, alarmed at the nearly 15 percent fall of the dollar against the euro this year, saying the financial markets had devalued the currency contrary to U.S. policy and he believed good fiscal and monetary policy would strengthen the dollar  again. 

  Chirac will have a private meeting with Bush yesterday, but U.S. National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice has made clear that Washington was not about to forgive his campaign to deny a U.N. mandate for the use of force in Iraq. ________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

03 June 2003
General Environmental news

Western Cape to Launch Environment Week

BuaNews (Pretoria): The environmental and tourism ministry will launch the National Environment Week and World Environment Day celebrations at the Chrysalis Academy in Tokai, on Wednesday. This in partnership with the provincial department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, and the City of Cape Town. The National Environment Week kicks off throughout the country today and will lead to the World Environment Day to be commemorated worldwide on Thursday. The National Environment Week ends on Friday. The department said the main purpose of the World Environment Day celebrations was to encourage people to become active supporters of sustainable and equitable living, to promote awareness and an understanding that communities played a central role in changing attitudes towards environmental issues. The international theme for World Environment Day is 'Water: two billion people are dying for it'. The Deputy Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Rejoice Mabudafhasi, is expected to be the guest speaker at the launch. Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Mohammed Valli Moosa will table the department's budget vote in Thursday.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200306020900.html
Many Diseases Caused By Contaminated Water - WHO

This Day (Lagos): World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that about 80 per cent of illnesses in the world today is caused by contaminated drinking water. It said that many countries in the world have gross inadequate water treatment facilities. It observed that clean and pure drinking water is needed but unfortunately, most water is unusable. Only three per cent of the world's water is fresh. Two-third is locked in glaciers and polar ice caps. While the remaining one per cent of the earth's water, about half is located beneath the earth surface, experts say. It was as a result of this that Mr. Wole Onipede, Sales and Marketing Director of Liquid Air Nigeria Limited, Lagos, at a presentation of Liquid Air H20 equipment, asserted that moisture in the air has been found to be the most viable water source for the future. He said, water if obtained from the atmospheric humidity, is readily available and unlimited in supply and could be derived anywhere the world. According to him, the need for clean water has led to an explosive worldwide growth in the sale of bottled water and filtering devices attached to faucets that are meant to filter already treated drinking water. Liquid air water is the latest American technique in turning air moisture to portable water in hours, but depends on the humidity level of the environment.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200306020999.html
Chissano worried over water shortages in Mozambique 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano has expressed concern over the persistent water shortage in developing countries, including Mozambique, which he said contributed to the death of many children every year. Speaking at a ceremony to mark the International Children's Day in the central city of Beira Sunday, he said the theme of the celebration, "A healthy environment for every child," was apt for the "Environment Week". Chissano said water was the most important resource for health, particularly in children. "The problem is not only that water is scarce, it is more than that -- there is also a shortage of water for food production (due to) lack of adequate management and control of rivers and rain water," he added. The Mozambican leader described the situation in Mozambique as paradoxical for a country that also suffers from sporadic floods and droughts.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003033&dte=02/06/2003
Govt to Check Floods Menace

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Vice-President Michael Wamalwa yesterday said the Government will put in place durable mechanisms to tame and harness water in flood prone areas. Wamalwa said the Government will build dams that will allow locals to utilise water in times of drought and spare them calamities year after. "I will take it upon myself to crusade for investment in construction of dams and dykes to harness water for constructive use," said Wamalwa. The V-P was speaking at the East Africa Satsang Swaminarayan Temple after receiving relief donations worth about Sh2 million for flood victims in Budalang'i.

 http://allafrica.com/stories/200306020781.html   

________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROAP Media Update – 03 June 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP forms partnership to combat trade in rare species, toxics
NAIROBI (AFP) Jun 02, 2003 - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has formed a partnership with other international watchdogs to combat trade in endangered species, toxic compounds and ozone-depleting substances, it said in a statement released on Monday.
http://www.terradaily.com/2003/030602075546.lyvp47q3.html 

Shopping for a better world 
Scoop (New Zealand), June 03, 2003 - United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announces partnership with New Zealand's Lucire as its first fashion magazine partner Part of ongoing efforts to promote “cool”, green lifestyles
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/BU0306/S00004.htm 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/BU0306/S00003.htm 


General environment news


South Asia boils, heatwave death toll nears 1,000
NEW DELHI, India (AFP) Jun 02, 2003 - A heatwave seared the plains of South Asia again Monday, as the number of people killed by the fortnight-long scorcher rose to almost 1,000 and serious water shortages were reported in the populous region.
http://www.terradaily.com/2003/030602135339.g9ha6ite.html 
go asiapacifric: http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNA_870565.htm 
Radio Australia: http://www.abc.net.au/ra/newstories/RANewsStories_870565.htm 

No Apathbandhu cover for sunstroke victims 
The Hindu, June 03, 2003 (By Our Special Correspondent) - Hyderabad June 2. The Government today ruled out inclusion of sunstroke deaths in the Apathbandhu scheme for giving a higher ex gratia to the affected families, while the toll reached a high of 1,020. 
http://hinduonnet.com/stories/2003060304280400.htm 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE – 1st June  2003 

www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-LATIN AMERICA:
A Dangerous Splash in the Sea 

Gustavo González 


SANTIAGO, May 31 (Tierramérica) - From Acapulco to Viña del Mar, the most beautiful beaches of Latin America are turning into dangerous places for bathers, the result of increasing contamination from various sources, but mostly from sewage discharged into the sea. 

This is a common phenomenon throughout the region, and often pits health authorities and ecologists against local officials and businesses, the latter seeking to preserve the lucrative tourist economy associated with beaches and coastal areas. 

Acapulco, on Mexico's southwestern Pacific coast, Colombia's Cartagena, on the Caribbean, and Viña del Mar, on the Chilean Pacific coast, are feeling the effects of these debates. 

So, too, the Brazilian beaches of Rio de Janeiro, on the Atlantic, where authorities decided two years ago to establish a swimming beach on the shores of an artificial lake. 

The 'Piscinao (big pool) de Ramos', made famous in Brazil by the popular TV series 'The Clone', was created to give the 130,000 residents of the nearby 'favelas' (slums) an alternative to bathing in the polluted waters of Rio's otherwise beautiful Guanabara Bay. 

At Ramos and other beaches along the bay, measurements taken in 1998 to 2000 revealed concentrations of 4,000 faecal coliform bacteria per 100 millilitres of water, when the internationally accepted maximum is 1,000 per 100 ml. 

Sewage is the biggest enemy of the beaches, but also taking their toll are oil spills, garbage brought in by tides and even natural phenomena, like die-offs of sea birds or fish. 

In Viña del Mar, officials assure that the coastline is no longer contaminated, thanks to the construction in the 1990s of a system that carries sewage far out to sea, and to the water treatment plants along the Aconcagua and other nearby rivers that flow into the Atlantic. 

Municipal waste is subject to treatment processes in Cartagena, Colombia, and in Mexico's Acapulco, where mayor Alberto López Rosas, of the leftist opposition Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD), countering the health authorities' ban on two beaches, went for a swim at both. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a recent study that urban wastewater has been identified as one of the greatest threats to sustainable coastal development worldwide. 

According to the UNEP, the economic value of goods and services provided by oceans is 23 trillion dollars a year, while the infectious diseases that the contaminated coastal waters cause among bathers and seafood consumers have an annual economic impact of some 10 billion dollars. 

The problem takes on particular importance in Latin America and the Caribbean, where 60 percent of the population lives less than 100 km from the sea. 

The rehabilitation of beaches thus emerges as a shared responsibility in defence of marine resources and human health, an endeavour that requires extensive investment, monitoring systems, and environmental education campaigns targeting local populations, say experts. 

Rodolfo Lacy Tamayo, chief advisor of the Mexican Environmental Secretariat, said in comments to Tierramérica that the key is to provide systematic information about coastal water quality to alert bathers about health risks. 

But when the Secretariat imposed a ban on Tlacopanocha and Caletilla beaches in Acapulco during the recent Holy Week, the mayor actively rejected it, saying the measure was excessive and inappropriate. The mayor was backed by local Roman Catholic archbishop Felipe Aguirre Franco, who proposed pouring holy water into the Acapulco sea. 

Acapulco took in 200,000 tourists during Holy Week, 8.6 percent more than in the same period in 2002. Five million people visit the resort city each year, says mayor López Rosas. 

The Cartagena Centre for Ocean and Hydrology Research states in a report that the water in the city's bay has ”high levels of contamination, sedimentation and overall environmental deterioration,” as a result of wastewater discharge with organic compounds and fuel, oil, and fertilizer. 

But Cartagena mayor Carlos Díaz said in a conversation with Tierramérica that those problems are now a thing of the past, dating to when the city's sewage system could not keep up with the waste created by newly constructed properties. He said the current state of Cartagena's bay is ”excellent”. 

In nearly all Latin American countries there are bodies that monitor the coastal environmental conditions, and beaches in particular. In Chile this is the task of the Joint Commission on the Coastal Border, made up of the militarised Carabinero police, the navy and the local municipal authorities. 

In November 2002, of the 415 beaches tested along the Chilean coast, eight were closed to bathers because they had higher coliform levels than the permitted 1,000 per 100 ml of water. 

But the people who use the beaches say the clean-up efforts are not very rigorous. Tourist Renato Moya complained: ”Two years ago my right foot was infected with the staphylococcus bacteria in Viña del Mar. I had to take two months of medical leave.” 

The major beaches of Rio de Janeiro, like Copacabana, Ipanema and Barra de Tijuca, do not suffer high levels of contamination because they face the open sea, unlike those of Guanabara Bay, where mayor Anthony Garotinho inaugurated the 'Piscinao de Ramos' in December 2001. 

Environmental activist and Rio resident Maria do Carmo Serra Lopes told Tierramérica that she shed tears of happiness when she saw the beautiful park built around the artificial lake in an area where she had played as a child. 

The ”big pool” is a public work that not only improved the quality of life of the impoverished local residents, it also has had a positive effect on the bay itself, where fisherfolk have seen the fish population swell as a result of the clean water that flows into the bay from the artificial lake. 

* Originally published May 24 in Spanish by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme: www.tierramerica.net 

(Gustavo González is an IPS correspondent. Yadira Ferrer/Colombia, Pilar Franco/Mexico and Mario Osava/Brazil contributed to this report.)

ENVIRONMENT-ARGENTINA:
Sick Citizens Take Tannery to Court 

Marcela Valente 


BUENOS AIRES, May  (Tierramérica) - Residents of the city of Las Toscas, in the northern Argentine province of Santa Fe, are awaiting a definitive ruling on a lawsuit they filed against a leather tannery they say dumped toxic waste that filtered into residential water sources and caused health problems, including cancer. 

The lawsuit, involving 150 people affected by the toxic chemicals, was brought against the Arlei tanning company in July 2001, and two lower courts have ruled in favour of the citizens. Now it is up to the Supreme Court of Justice, the prosecuting attorney, Santiago Kaplun, told Tierramérica. 

Justice authorities enacted a preventative lien on the tannery property as the Las Toscas residents await the final ruling. 

Arlei, which opened up shop in 1990, is the most important business in Las Toscas, employing some 1,200 people in a town of 10,000 people. The company is one of Argentina's leading leather exporters. 

In 1998 Arlei requested a six-million-dollar loan from the Inter-American Investment Corporation of the Inter-American Development Bank to expand its operations. 

But the creditor made the loan contingent on Arlei's construction of a wastewater treatment plant in order to stop the dumping of chromium into the surrounding watershed. The plant was inaugurated in 2000. 

Arlei representatives declined to comment when consulted by Tierramérica. They said they would not issue statements ”while the controversy is in the hands of justice and the court has not yet issued a decision.” 

According to studies conducted by the environmental watchdog Greenpeace, the proportion of chromium in the liquid waste of the Arlei factory was 30 times greater prior to the installation of the treatment plant. 

The samples of industrial liquid and solid waste, as well as sediments, were taken in May 2000 and sent to the British University of Exeter, where scientists found they were highly toxic, Greenpeace activist Verónica Odriozola told Tierramérica. 

Elevated concentrations of chromium contaminating water consumed by humans is associated with higher cancer rates and genetic malformations. 

The chemical also causes irritation of the body's mucous membranes, eyes and skin, and can lead to respiratory illnesses. The tolerable limit for humans has been established at five micrograms of chromium per litre of blood. In Las Toscas, there are residents whose blood tests at more than 130 micrograms per litre. 

Elisa Kacsán, head of the toxicology lab at Cullén Hospital in Santa Fe, found that 24 people out of 32 cases studied had higher than acceptable levels of chromium in their blood. 

Among the people affected by exposure to chromium and phenols, substances used in the leather tanning process, there are three litigant groups demanding compensation totalling 15 million dollars from the Arlei company, says attorney Kaplun. 

First are the families of those who died of cancer that could be directly linked to contamination caused by the tannery. Most of the victims have been children between ages 8 and 14. 

One of the plaintiffs is Nora Mancini, whose 14-year-old daughter died of leukaemia in April 2000. 

”In March we were preparing for her formal fifteenth birthday party and suddenly she became ill. They diagnosed leukaemia, and she died a month later,” Mancini told Tierramérica. 

Another group of plaintiffs ”are those who have cancer, or spots on the skin, rash, asthma and other health problems, and who need very costly medical treatment,” according to Roque Cirmi, head of the Northern Santa Fe Environmental Association. 

The third group is made up of those who are ”contaminated”, whose blood or urine tests show extremely high levels of chromium and phenols, although they do not yet manifest symptoms of illness. 

The Santa Fe provincial government says the indicators of contamination are indisputable, but does not officially associate the problem with the operations of the Arlei tannery. 

Meanwhile, residents near the factory continue to complain about foul odours, skin ailments and sore throats. 

* Originally published May 24 in Spanish by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme: www.tierramerica.net 

(The author is an IPS correspondent.) (END/2003)
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE 

Bahrain
1,000 waste bins to be distributed  

DOMESTIC waste collection services in the north, middle and south municipalities will soon be improved by distributing an additional 1,000 waste bins. 

The move will coincide with an awareness programme on a cleaner Bahrain, officials of MBM-Alam Flora have revealed.

The Malay-sian-UAE-Bahrain joint venture firm, which has been awarded a BD3 million annual contract for seven years for waste management in the three municipality areas, also appealed to the public to co-operate in their efforts to keep Bahrain's environment clean and green.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=53056&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26072
UAE
Stamps showcasing rare Arabian wildlife issued

DUBAI - Emirates Post has issued a set of 12 special stamps to spotlight carnivorous animals of the Arabian peninsula, as part of its commitment to wildlife conservation and environmental protection. The collection includes a few endangered species, some of which are on the verge of extinction.

The new stamps, in the denomination of 50 Fils, have been issued in association with Arabia's Wildlife Centre, Sharjah, where over 100 species of rare and endangered animals are conserved in natural habitat. 

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/june/theuae_june36.xml
New technologies discussed at remediation meet

 Speakers at a seminar on "World Class Remediation Technologies", in the oil industry, shared their experience in managing environmental balance and discussed some new technologies and the impact they had on environment.

The seminar, organised by Hamed Est GTC, a firm of Bin Butti Group which has stakes in oil & gas, construction and development, was attended by Dr Ali Awad Al Amoudhi, DG Federal Environmental Authority, officials of Abu Dhabi Municipality and oil engineers working with leading companies in UAE and Oman.

The Bioremediation technology developed jointly by these two organisations has been patented and is a cost effective and efficient treatment process for completely eliminating oil spills, and remediation of any type of oil contaminated soil. Dr Tuli highlighted the benefits of how this bio-remediation not only eliminates the problem but also enriches the soil by producing organic manure in the process, making the soil fertile for cultivation.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=business&xfile=data/business/2003/june/business_june14.xml
Jordan
Urban beautification plan to be implemented soon

Work on a JD22 million project proposed by Her Majesty Queen Rania, to enhance the aesthetic environment of Jordan's cities, will begin in the "near future," Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs Abdul Razzaq Tbeishat said on Wednesday. 

At a meeting with the Karak Cultural Forum, Tbeishat said JD3.5 million has been allocated to execute the first stage of the project in 2003, and that completion of subsequent stages is planned by 2007. 

The minister said all municipalities will be included in the beautification process, designed to highlight the artistic side of the cities by improving the architecture of buildings, expanding green areas, organising streets and pavements, lighting main roads and establishing more parks and gardens. He also stressed that working to keep these cities clean was a major component of the scheme. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews13.htm

Agricultural research centre to be established 
Two pioneer centres for agricultural research will be established in cooperation with the International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA), Minister of Agriculture Trad Fayez said Thursday. The centres will be training stations in the Mideast and North Africa region in the field of monitoring soil changes and the plant green cover. The minister spoke after a visit to Damascus where he met with his Syrian counterpart, ICARDA director and the director of the Arab Centre for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands. A number of cooperation agreements with the three parties were signed. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews15.htm

Yarmouk University to host conference 

IRBID (Petra) — In cooperation with ISESCO, the faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies at the Yarmouk University is to hold a three-day conference on health, environment and ekistics. Dean of the Sharia Faculty Abdul Nasser Abu Basal said the conference will start on June 3, and participants from Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Algiers, Italy and Jordan will discuss mental health, preventive medicine, Islamic medicine, pollution, ekistics and the standards and planning of buildings. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews15.htm
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
DR of Congo: more troops, 1-year extension recommended for UN mission

*
Annan welcomes approval of multinational emergency force for DR of Congo

*
Myanmar: Annan ‘worried’ by continued detention of pro-democracy leaders

*
UN rights officials call for release of democracy leaders in Myanmar

*
Zimbabwe: Annan voices concern about reports of possible violence

*
Annan urges G-8 leaders to support global millennium anti-poverty goals
*
No human security without civil liberties, UN human rights official tells G-8

*
Top UN envoy for Iraq arrives in Baghdad; food distribution resumes

*
Japan becomes UN Children’s Fund’s top donor in Iraq

*
UN legal counsel heading to Cambodia to sign agreement on Khmer Rouge tribunal

*
Sierra Leone UN-backed Court takes custody of alleged body of former rebel leader

*
Afghanistan’s constitution talks must be free of threats, UN and human rights panel say


*
UN with fashion industry to promote environmentally friendly lifestyles


*
UN agency launches project to combat trade in illegal chemicals, endangered species

*
Mozambique: UN agency welcomes rice donation by Algeria

*
Secretary-General’s panel on relations with civil society begins two-day meeting

* * * *

DR of Congo

2 June – With the parties in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the United Nations standing at the intersection of peace and war, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended that the mandate of the UN mission in the country be extended until next June and that its military strength be boosted to nearly 11,000 troops.

After nearly five years of continuous fighting in the DRC, securing a successful transition and a lasting peace will require the utmost cooperation between Congolese leaders and the Organization, the Secretary-General writes in his second special report to the Security Council on the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC).

He stresses that with the definitive and successful conclusion of the Inter-Congolese political negations this past April, the region’s peace process has now moved beyond the Lusaka framework and begun a new chapter that, more than ever, will require the comprehensive engagement and assistance of the UN and the wider international community. 

The immediate priorities, especially those related to the security arrangements in Kinshasa and peace initiatives in the volatile Ituri district, clearly require further resources for MONUC, Mr. Annan says, recommending that the Mission’s mandate be extended for another year, until 30 June 2004, and that its authorized military strength be increased to 10,800.

Mr. Annan also recommends that the number of civilian police personnel be increased to 134 from the current level of 100. He adds that between six and 48 additional officers may be needed depending on which method of training is chosen for the force. Other specialized personnel to support MONUC’s immediate priorities in the coming weeks and months – including helping the parties establish the transitional Government and assisting and sustaining peace initiatives in Ituri – will also have to be augmented.

“The magnitude of the challenges should not to be underestimated,” Mr. Annan observes. “The country is still divided, military hostilities continue in the east, the population is traumatized by years of conflict, the country is poverty stricken and State services and infrastructure are non-existent.” MONUC, he continues, is well, if not uniquely placed to play a central role in assisting the parties through the transition period.

“For this reason I believe that the main focus of MONUC should now shift to facilitating and assisting the transitional process, and should be reconfigured accordingly,” Mr. Annan stresses. Still, many other challenges stand in the way of transition, chiefly the brutal conflicts in the Kivus and in Ituri, where a “humanitarian catastrophe threatens to derail the overall peace process.” While Uganda’s recent withdrawal from Ituri was welcomed, that country and other actors must recognize their accountability for the actions of the armed groups they helped create, and must stop supplying them with arms, refuge and other support.

With that in mind, the Secretary-General recommends the possibility of imposing an arms embargo be considered in Ituri as well as the Kivus, with an exemption for the equipment of members of the future integrated armed police units. “The challenge at hand is enormous,” Mr. Annan writes, adding that it is up to the Congolese people themselves to keep the peace process vibrant, dynamic and successful. “The international community and MONUC will follow their lead and provide the necessary assistance in translating the vision of peace into a reality.”

* * *
DR of Congo

2 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the Security Council’s approval of a robust multinational force to work alongside the UN mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to restore stability to the troubled town of Bunia and help improve the humanitarian situation there.

“The Secretary-General is grateful to France for having assumed the role of lead nation and for contributing roughly half the troops for the force, on which the people of Bunia, and indeed of all of the north-eastern region, count to help them restore normalcy to their lives,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement issued in New York.

The statement added that with advance elements scheduled to be deployed in a matter of days, and full deployment to begin in two weeks, the multinational force offers the parties in the DRC “a chance to rebuild the peace process” in that country, which is essential to the stability of central Africa.

“The Secretary-General urges them to cooperate fully with the force as well as with United Nations peacekeepers in pursuit of that goal,” the statement said.
* * *

Myanmar

2 June – Stressing that Myanmar is at a “critical juncture” in its ongoing political transition, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said he believes Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other pro-democracy leaders currently being held in “protective custody” should be released immediately and allowed to cooperate with the Government to bring about national reconciliation in the country.

According to a statement by his spokesman in New York, the Secretary-General is increasingly concerned with the situation in Myanmar following the incidents this weekend in the north of the country. “He is especially worried by the continued detention in ‘protective custody’ of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other senior leaders of the National League for Democracy Party (NDL),” Fred Eckhard said at a press briefing.

“The Secretary-General believes that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other NDL members should be released immediately,” the spokesman said, adding that, at this crucial juncture, Mr. Annan maintains that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, as both a national leader and the leader of the NDL, must be allowed to play a role, in cooperation with the Government and others, in taking steps to bring about national reconciliation in Myanmar.

“Moreover, all parties should act responsibly to ensure that the national reconciliation process is not undermined further, Mr. Eckhard said. “The present situation in Myanmar is not merely a question of ‘law and order,’ but rather one that derives from the political aspirations of the Myanmar people who are overwhelmingly in favour of change.”

The spokesman said that the Secretary-General has instructed his Special Envoy, Razali Ismail, in his capacity as “facilitator,” to talk to the Government of Myanmar, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other national leaders during his 6 to 10 June visit, with a view to starting the process of national reconciliation.

Over the weekend, the Secretary-General renewed his call for talks between the Government and the opposition.

“The Secretary-General is following closely, and with concern, the situation in Myanmar after the Government announced Saturday that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and several other leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD) were taken into ‘protective custody’ after clashes reportedly broke out between her supporters and pro-government protesters in northern Myanmar,” said a statement issued Saturday.

Stressing that the latest developments underline the “urgent need” for national reconciliation in Myanmar, Mr. Annan renewed his call on the two sides to start their substantive dialogue as soon as possible. “The Secretary-General reiterates his readiness to help facilitate the national reconciliation process,” the statement added.

* * *

Myanmar

2 June – The United Nations Geneva-based Human Rights Office today joined one of the world body’s leading human rights investigators in urging the Government of Myanmar to renew its commitment to political reform and human rights, starting with the immediate and unconditional release of pro-democracy leaders currently being held in detention.

A press release issued by the Office for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and the Special Rapporteur on the situation in Myanmar, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, expressed their shared concern at the recent, “worrying” political developments. Those include the reported detention, in “protective custody,” of Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders of the National League for Democracy (NDL), while NDL headquarters in the capital, Yangon, are said to have been padlocked and offices throughout the county face closing.

Concerned that the Government has effectively shut off the limited political freedom that Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi and her party have been allowed since her release last year, the Human Rights Office also joined the Special Rapporteur in urging the country’s leadership to lift all restrictions on the exercise of basic political rights and freedoms, and to initiate the reform of the system of administration of justice.

Both said they hoped the Government would give “serious consideration” to these initiatives to improve the country’s political climate and pave the way for a credible dialogue towards democratic transition.

* * *

Zimbabwe

2 June – Reacting to developments in Zimbabwe, United Nations Secretary-General today said he was concerned about reports of the possibility of violence in connection with the mass action planned by the opposition against the Government this week.

The Secretary-General urged the organizers of the mass action, the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), to ensure that their action remained peaceful and within the law, according to a statement released by a spokesman for Mr. Annan Monday evening.

“He urges the Government of Zimbabwe to respect the basic principles of freedom of expression and assembly as well as the human rights of those participating in the mass action, and to exercise maximum restraint in dealing with the situation,” the statement said.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his continued support for and readiness to contribute to the search for a negotiated solution of the serious difficulties facing the country,” the statement added.

* * *
G-8: Secretary-General

1 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today issued a strong call to leaders of the Group of Eight (G-8) countries meeting in Evian, France, to renew their commitment to a series of anti-poverty goals set at a United Nations summit held in the year 2000.

Offering a “scorecard” on progress achieved in reaching the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the Secretary-General pointed out that the proportion of people living in extreme poverty has actually increased in Latin America, sub-Saharan Africa, central and eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States. “Only East Asia and the Pacific are on pace to meet the poverty goal, while South Asia is making good progress,” he observed.

Africa, South Asia and the Arab States need to greatly accelerate their progress if they are to achieve universal primary education, Mr. Annan said in remarks to the G-8’s afternoon working session. Progress in promoting gender equality, empowering women and reducing child mortality has been made in all regions, but sub-Saharan Africa lags behind.

Concerning the AIDS pandemic, he cited the sobering fact that only Thailand and Uganda have managed to reverse the spread of HIV once it reached crisis proportions.

“As you can see, formidable challenges lie ahead if we are to even come close to meeting the goals,” he said.

Acknowledging that developing nations have chief responsibility for attaining the targets, he told the assembled leaders that these States “are applying the very policy prescriptions that you, the G-8 countries, have asked for.”

“Their efforts deserve your support, since most cannot reach the MDGs on their own,” he said, calling for debt relief, better access to global markets, and increased official development assistance for poor countries.

At the same time, he drew hope from recent developments. “Most of you, I know, have really shown your commitment by increasing aid and, while we are still far from our goal of finding the extra $50 billion a year that is needed, at a minimum, to achieve the MDGs, I think it’s a very good signal that we must continue,” he said.

In addition to setting a specific timetable for cutting poverty, the goals call for ensuring – by the year 2015 – universal primary education for boys and girls, a reduction in maternal mortality by three quarters, and a halt to the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Sunday evening, the Secretary-General appealed to the world’s richest countries and the leaders of some of its poorest to adopt a strategy of rural investment and agricultural research to cut short the constant recurrence of food shortages and famine in Africa.

Addressing a working dinner of the G-8 summit and presidents of members of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), Mr. Annan also appealed for more resources for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

“The time for additional funding has arrived, and I hope that you, the Group of Eight leaders, who played such an important role in getting the Fund up and running, will now endow it with the further resources it needs to achieve our shared goals,” he told the dinner.

Acknowledging recent dramatic increases in AIDS funding from United States President George W. Bush, French President Jacques Chirac and others, he said: “Those efforts are at last putting some real resources behind the comprehensive global strategy, which puts equal emphasis on prevention and treatment.”

On food he noted that the UN World Food Programme (WFP) was doing all it could to address the immediate needs of the region. “But if we don’t want food shortages and famines to recur, we must have a long-term strategy that emphasizes investments in rural infrastructure and agricultural research to increase productivity, and efforts to improve soil and water management, and to develop disease-resistant crops,” he said.

“I hope that you, the Group of Eight leaders, who have been generous in responding to Africa’s food security challenges, and you, the leaders of NEPAD, will address this situation with the long term in view,” he added.

* * *

G-8: human rights

2 June – The acting United Nations human rights chief today appealed to world leaders at the G-8 Summit to ensure that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights be enshrined as the “international minimum standards” for all institutions of national and global governance.

“There can be no human security without human rights,” Bertrand Ramcharan, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, said in a message to Heads of State and government from the Group of Eight assembled in Evian, France. The summit comprises Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States, along with the European Union. Leaders from various other nations are also participating in some of the meetings.

“The fundamental human rights norms must be the starting point for everything we do nationally, regionally and internationally,” Mr. Ramcharan said. “International cooperation, including international economic cooperation, must be judged by whether it upholds and advances human rights protection – civil, political, economic, social and cultural. Respect for the Universal Declaration is an imperative for governments; it should be obligatory for business.”

Mr. Ramcharan is Officer-in-Charge of the Geneva-based Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights during the four-month absence of High Commissioner Sergio Vieira de Mello in Baghdad, where he is serving as Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq.

Iraq: humanitarian

2 June – The top United Nations envoy for Iraq arrived in Baghdad today pledging to assist in the “critical efforts” to quickly establish a representative Iraqi government, as UN-supplied food rations again began reaching the civilian population.

“We have to move quickly for the issues are urgent,” Sergio Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq, told journalists upon his arrival in Baghdad. “But we must also move intelligently, in concert with the wishes of the Iraqi people and avoiding duplication of efforts,” he said of his forthcoming talks with the United States-run authority.

Mr. Vieira de Mello, whose mandate stems from last month’s Security Council resolution calling on Mr. Annan to appoint a special representative to work with the occupying authority, said his only purpose “is to try to ensure that the United Nations does all that it can to help the people of Iraq out of what has been a terrible period in their long and noble history.”

He outlined the tasks ascribed to the UN in its Iraqi mission, ranging from reconstruction to refugee return, to economic development, to legal and judicial reform, to civilian administration, to humanitarian relied and human rights.

“And one of the most important tasks that the United Nations will seek to assist in, however best it can, are the critical efforts to establish representative governance,” he declared. “The day when Iraqis govern themselves must come quickly.”

Mr. Vieira de Mello said that in the coming days he would meet with the broadest possible spectrum of Iraqis, including political, religious and civic personalities, with the US-run authority and with various UN aid agencies, to draw up a “clear picture” of how best the UN and the international community can help Iraq.

Meanwhile on the humanitarian front, food brought to the country by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has begun reaching Iraqis for the first time since the country’s public distribution system was disrupted by the war in March. The Iraqi Ministry of Trade began distribution yesterday, as nearly 27 million Iraqis nationwide will receive their food rations from 44,000 distribution agents across the country this month.

So far, WFP has brought in about 440,000 tons of food to help re-activate this vital social safety net in a country where 16 million people are believed to be entirely dependent on monthly food rations after two decades of wars and stringent economic sanctions.

“With the restoration of the public distribution system, we are confident that we can avert any hunger among Iraqis,” WFP Executive Director James T. Morris said. “With generous donor support and resources available from the Oil-for-Food programme, WFP has been able to launch one of its largest logistics operations ever.”

The UN agency said it would continue to bring in enough food commodities using available donor funds and re-negotiated contracts concluded under the Oil-for-Food programme to keep the monthly food rationing system fully operational for the coming six months, during which time it plans to bring in about 2.2 million tons.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian


2 June – Japan has become the United Nations Children’s Fund’s (UNICEF) top donor for relief efforts in Iraq with a donation this week of $10.2 million to support reopening schools across the country, bringing its total contributions to more than $15 million, the agency announced today.


“We are delighted that Japan has responded so quickly and so generously to the urgent needs of Iraqi children,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a statement. “The needs are very urgent and we are grateful for this strong and early support.”


Most of Iraq’s 8,500 schools need repairs or clean-up, and another 5,000 need to be built to accommodate all of Iraq’s 12 million school-age children, the Agency said. At present, a shortage of safe school facilities and trained teachers force many schools to operate on shifts. Poor hygiene and sanitation in primary schools is also a serious concern; less than half of all primary schools have access to potable water. 

UNICEF has begun delivering the first of more than 50,000 “school-in-a-box” kits to classrooms across the country. Each kit contains learning supplies and teaching aids to meet the needs of 80 children. When the deliveries are finished, UNICEF will have provided supplies like pencils, notepads and slate boards for some 4 million children in primary schools.

Japan’s latest gift will help more than 1 million children in three cities, UNICEF said. About $3.5 million of the donation will be used to help rehabilitate 70 schools – 30 in Baghdad and 40 in the south of the country. The bulk of the funds, some $6.2 million, will buy teaching and learning supplies.

* * *

Cambodia

2 June – The United Nations Legal Counsel, Hans Corell, is leaving for Geneva today before heading to Cambodia, where he is expected to sign an agreement later this week on the establishment of special courts to try the former Khmer Rouge leaders.

While in Geneva, Mr. Corell will work with the International Law Commission over the next two days. After that, he is scheduled to travel to Phnom Penh, where he is to arrive on Thursday afternoon, according to a UN spokesman.

Mr. Corell is expected to sign an agreement on Friday with his Cambodian counterpart, Senior Minister Sok An, on the establishment of extraordinary chambers to try the crimes committed during the period of Democratic Kampuchea from 1975 to 1979.
* * *

Sierra Leone


2 June – Officials from the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone have taken custody of the body reported to be that of indicted war criminal Sam Bockarie and are set to conduct an independent forensic examination to confirm its identity and determine the cause of death.


According to a statement issued yesterday, the alleged body of Mr. Sam Bockarie was finally returned from Liberia on Sunday, following weeks of diplomatic pressure on the Government of Liberia.

Liberian authorities claim Mr. Bockarie was killed on 6 May during an alleged arrest attempt by Government forces.  However, last week, the Government changed its story and announced that the former rebel leader had been plotting a coup attempt against President Charles Taylor’s regime. 

David Crane, the Court’s Chief Prosecutor, said given their “delaying tactics and obstruction,” he seriously doubted the Liberian authorities’ account of the incident. He promised, however, that the truth would be uncovered “in due time,” saying “the people of Sierra Leone deserve to know whether Bockarie is dead, and if so, in what manner he died.” 

On 7 March, the Court indicted Mr. Bockarie and another rebel leader, Johnny Paul Koroma, for alleged atrocities – ranging from murder and sexual slavery to forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers – committed during Sierra Leone’s 10-year civil war. Both were connected with the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF). Mr. Koroma remains at large, purportedly holed up in a small Liberian village.

Mr. Crane again called for Liberian authorities to arrest and transfer Mr. Koroma to the Court’s custody. “If there is to be any lasting peace and security in the region, Koroma must have his day in Court,” he said.

The Special Court, created through an international agreement between the United Nations and Sierra Leone, is mandated to try those who bear “the greatest responsibility” for atrocities committed during the country’s civil war.

* * *

Afghanistan

1 June – With the approach of historic consultations on a key step in Afghanistan’s transition to democracy, the United Nations and the country’s authorities today urged all concerned to ensure an environment free of threats and intimidation.

Nationwide meetings on the new constitution begin this week, paving the way for the constitutional Loya Jirga tribal council to adopt, in October, the new fundamental law of Afghanistan.

“All participants in the process, men and women, regardless of their ethnic origin, religious belief or political affiliation, should be able to express themselves freely and openly on the major constitutional issues about which they are concerned and regarding the kind of constitution they want for Afghanistan,” UN spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told the press in Kabul.

“Only in this way, will the new Constitution of Afghanistan indeed reflect the needs and aspirations of the Afghan people,” he added in a statement that was jointly issued with the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission.

The statement cited an increase in the number of threats, the level of intimidation, incidents of physical aggressions and arbitrary detentions carried out against citizens who have publicly expressed their political opinions or have criticized the representatives of the government, official institutions or individuals known to be affiliated with powerful political groups. In some cases, factions or armed groups have exercised pressure on individuals to support a particular political stance or agenda.

The Human Rights Commission and the UN jointly called on the Afghan Transitional Authorities, particularly law enforcement and security agencies, to refrain from unlawful interference in the consultative process and to take “all necessary measures” to guarantee the enjoyment by all Afghans of their inalienable rights to freedom of expression and association.

“The Police and other law enforcement entities should use their mandate and resources to counter any attempts aimed at disrupting the consultations and to bring those perpetrators to justice,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva stressed.

Both the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission and the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) have a clear mandate to closely monitor the consultative process. The spokesman pledged that they would work closely together, denouncing and condemning any disruption of that process and recommending prosecution of anyone involved in hindering the smooth completion of the consultation.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva voiced hope that the consultative process “will offer the possibility for Afghan men and women to express themselves freely and openly, thus setting a new benchmark on Afghanistan’s journey towards democracy and the rule of law.”

* * *

UNEP/fashion


2 June – In a bid to promote sustainable consumption and production, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today said it is working on a new partnership with the fashion industry to send ecologically friendly messages to consumers.


“Consumers, especially the young, are often confronted with the seemingly contradictory choice of wanting to help the planet and the hedonistic desire to buy the latest ‘must-have’ brands,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in Brussels today at the opening of the European Commission’s Green Week. “By working with the retail and fashion industry, we can help change attitudes towards consumption, and ultimately people’s actions.”


A growing number of professionals in the fashion and retail business are indeed responding to a latent public demand for ethical and green products and hence UNEP’s “Shopping for a Better World” initiative in support of these efforts and as part of ongoing efforts to promote “cool” green lifestyles, the agency said.


Mr. Toepfer said UNEP is working with partners in the fashion industry in order to show how sustainable lifestyles can be fashionable. “What can be more modern, more fashionable, than caring about our planet,” he stated.


“On the one hand, the retail sector can influence suppliers to produce in a more sustainable manner – raising questions of resource and energy use for example,” Mr. Toepfer said. “On the other hand, the sector is in a unique position to help the public to adopt more environmentally friendly lifestyles and purchasing habits by providing customers with an appropriate choice.”

* * *

Environment

2 June – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today launched an effort to improve coordinated intelligence gathering and information exchange to help customs officers beat illegal trade in hazardous wastes, chemicals and endangered species.

The UNEP-led “Green Customs” initiative is an Internet web site designed to give customs officers and other interested organizations some extra back-up in the ongoing battle to tackle the multi-billion dollar illegal trade in ozone depleting substances, toxic chemicals, hazardous wastes and endangered species.

“The smuggling of ivory, tiger bones and rare orchids are a direct threat to species survival. The illegal traffic of toxic waste negatively impacts on the environment and health of thousands in the developing world,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. “Building the capacity of customs officials, who are on the front line of every country’s efforts to combat this illegal trade, is vital.”

Thanks to the UNEP initiative, customs officers and organization can now access information online on upcoming environmental training, training presentations and best practice codes to tackle environmental crime, an increasingly lucrative business.

“By sharing expertise, experience and infrastructure, multilateral environmental agreements are working together to present a coordinated customs training front,” Mr. Toepfer said in Brussels, where he signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the World Customs Organization (WCO) to foster stronger ties between the two organizations on environmental enforcement issues.

* * *

Mozambique

2 June – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed the arrival in Mozambique of rice donated by Algeria, boosting the agency’s ability to scale up food aid for hundreds of thousands of drought-hit Mozambicans.

The gift of 12,000 tons of rice was received in Beira during a ceremony attended by Algerian Ambassador Fouad Bouttoura, officials from the National Institute of Disaster Management (INGC) and WFP staff.

The donation is part of a larger contribution of 33,000 tons of rice for WFP emergency operations in southern Africa. The overall donation is the biggest contribution ever given by Algeria to WFP and marks the first time the North African country has donated food through WFP for southern Africa.

“We are extremely grateful to the Algerian government for this much-needed donation,” said Angela Van Rynbach, WFP Representative in Mozambique. “The food crisis in Mozambique continues to threaten hundreds of thousands of people, especially now that the maize crop has largely failed for a second year in southern parts of the country. The rice strengthens our steps to scale up food distributions to drought-hit families in the months to come.”

WFP has been providing emergency food assistance to drought-affected people in Mozambique since July 2002. The agency has just extended its operation through June and is aiming to provide food for as many as 650,000 people who have been hardest hit by the natural disaster.

* * *

Civil society

2 June – A panel of prominent personalities from around the globe convened by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan began two days of closed-door meetings at UN Headquarters in New York today, chaired by former President Fernando Henrique Cardoso of Brazil.

Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette opened the session of the Panel of Eminent Persons on UN Relations with Civil Society, after which it began discussion of two main issues with presentations by Mr. Cardoso – an overview of civil society and global governance, and a review and analysis of UN practice in dealing with civil society.

Mr. Annan set up the panel in February, calling improved interaction between the UN and the many actors in civil society “an essential step” towards making the UN more efficient and more capable of responding to the new demands of the 21st century.

“The goals of the United Nations can only be achieved if civil society as well as Governments and international agencies are fully engaged,” he said then.

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________

   DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **DR Congo

           The Secretary-General’s second special report on the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

     (MONUC) was issued on Friday and is out on the racks today.

           The Secretary-General says that the DRC finds itself at an intersection of peace and war, and that the UN

     Mission is well placed to play a central catalytic role in assisting the parties through the transition period.  For that

     reason, he believes that the Mission’s main focus should now shift to facilitating and assisting the transition process

     and that it should be reconfigured and augmented accordingly.

           The urgent priorities for the Mission include providing assistance to the transitional process, contributing to

     security arrangements in Kinshasa, supporting the Ituri peace process, assisting local-level peacemaking in the Kivus,

     and continuing the disarmament and demobilization of foreign armed groups.  The longer-term objectives include

     assisting in elections, encouraging reform in the rule of law and the security sector, and reconstruction and

     rehabilitation.

           With regard to Ituri, which the report calls one of the most volatile and lawless areas in the country, the

     Secretary-General proposes that both the mandate and the troop level of the UN Mission be strengthened to back up

     the mission’s support for the political and reconciliation process generated by the Ituri Pacification Commission.

           The increased military backup would be provided by deploying a UN battalion group previously earmarked for

     disarmament, demobilization and rehabilitation activities in eastern DRC and based in Kisangani, and reinforcing it with

     two additional battalions.  This Ituri Brigade Force, the Secretary-General says, would require that the Security Council

     raise the troop ceiling of MONUC from its present 8,700 troops to 10,800.

           We expect to have a statement by the Secretary-General welcoming the Security Council’s approval on Friday

     of a multinational force for Bunia.

           **SG in Evian

           The Secretary-General is in the air now, and should be arriving back in New York in a few hours, following a

     weekend trip to Europe in which he attended the “Group of Eight” Summit at Evian, France, where he told a closed

     working session of G-8 leaders yesterday that formidable challenges lie ahead if the world is to come close to meeting

     the Millennium Development Goals that world leaders agreed to three years ago.

           He warned that, since the Goals were adopted, the proportion of people living in extreme poverty has actually

     increased in all areas except East Asia and, to some degree, South Asia.  He said that the world is still far from

     finding the extra $50 billion a year that is needed to achieve the Millennium Goals and appealed for more and better

     aid.

           Yesterday evening, the Secretary-General attended a working dinner bringing together the G-8 leaders and

     presidents from members of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), and he warned them, “If we don’t

     want food shortages and famines to recur, we must have a long-term strategy that emphasizes investments in rural

     infrastructure and agricultural research”.  He also appealed to the G-8 leaders to endow the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,

     Tuberculosis and Malaria with the additional resources it needs to achieve its goals.

           We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

           The Secretary-General had come to Evian from Lausanne, Switzerland, where on Saturday he met with a

     delegation from Switzerland headed by President Pascal Couchepin.  During the discussion, which was focused on

     Iraq, the Secretary-General said he was pleased with the adoption of resolution 1483 and explained the role that the

     UN would play under the resolution.

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman

           I now have the text of that statement attributable to the Spokesman on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           “The Secretary-General was heartened by the Security Council’s approval on Friday of a robust multinational

     force to work alongside the UN Mission of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to restore stability to the town of

     Bunia and help improve the humanitarian situation there.

           “He is grateful to France for having assumed the role of lead nation and for contributing roughly half the troops

     for the force, on which the people of Bunia, and indeed of all of the north-eastern region, count to help them restore

     normalcy to their lives.

           “With advance elements scheduled to be deployed in a matter of days, and full deployment to begin within two

     weeks, the multinational force offers the parties in the DRC a chance to rebuild the peace process in that country,

     which is essential to the stability of central Africa.  He urges them to cooperate fully with the force, as well as with

     United Nations peacekeepers in pursuit of that goal.”

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General

           Myanmar

           We have two statements on Myanmar; actually three.  We’re going to kill you with statements today.  Let me

     just read into the record the one we issued on Saturday.

           “The Secretary-General is following closely, and with concern, the situation in Myanmar after the Government

     announced Saturday that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and several other leaders of the National League for Democracy

     (NLD) were taken into ‘protective custody’ after clashes reportedly broke out between her supporters and

     pro-Government protesters in northern Myanmar.     

           “He believes that the latest developments underline the urgent need for national reconciliation in Myanmar and

     renews his call on the two sides to start their substantive dialogue as soon as possible.

           “The Secretary-General reiterates his readiness to help facilitate the national reconciliation process, and his

     Special Envoy, Razali Ismail, is due to arrive in Yangon for a five-day mission on 6 June.”

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman

           And this statement is issued today.

           “The Secretary-General is increasingly concerned with the situation in Myanmar, following the incidents this

     weekend in the North of the country.  He is especially worried by the continued detention in ‘protective custody’ of Daw

     Aung San Suu Kyi and other senior leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD).

           “The Secretary-General believes that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other senior members of the NLD should be

     released immediately.  At this crucial juncture, he maintains that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, as both a national leader

     and the leader of the NLD, must be allowed to play a role, in cooperation with the Government and others, in taking

     steps to bring about national reconciliation in the country.  Moreover, all parties should act responsibly to ensure that

     the national reconciliation process is not undermined further.  The present situation in Myanmar is not merely a

     question of ‘law and order’, but rather as one that derives from the political aspirations of the Myanmar people who are

     overwhelmingly in favour of change.

           “The Secretary-General has instructed his Special Envoy, Razali Ismail, in his capacity as ‘facilitator’, to talk

     to the Government of Myanmar, to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and to other national leaders, during his 6-10 June visit,

     with a view to starting the process of national reconciliation.

           And we have from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on

     Myanmar a statement urging the immediate release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the lifting of government

     restrictions on the exercise of basic political rights and freedoms.

           We have the text of that in my office.

           **Iraq

           From Iraq, “My only purpose, as the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, is to try to

     ensure that the United Nations does all that it can to help the people of Iraq out of what has been a terrible period in

     their long and noble history”.  Those were the words of Sergio Vieira de Mello as he arrived in Baghdad a short while

     ago.

           Vieira De Mello was accompanied by a staff of about 20 who traveled on a UN plane from Cyprus; that was a

     UN aircraft.

           Speaking to journalists on his arrival, Vieira de Mello said that the task ahead is huge.  “We should all come

     to it with a keen sense of humility and a strong sense of determination”, he said.

           Vieira de Mello explained that one of the most important tasks that the UN will seek to assist in is the critical

     effort to establish representative governance.  “The day when Iraqis govern themselves must come quickly”, he added.

           In the coming days, Vieira de Mello said he intended to listen intensely to what the Iraqi people had to say

     and that he would be meeting with broadest possible spectrum of Iraqi society.  He will also meet with the Authority,

     as well as with his UN colleagues who have been working in the country for a long time.  We have the full text of his

     statement upstairs.

           **Iraq -- Food

           With the relaunching today of Iraq’s Public Distribution system, nearly 27 million Iraqis are to receive their food

     rations from 44,000 distribution agents across the country this month.  This is the first time the system has been

     reactivated since it was disrupted by the war.

           To date, the World Food Programme (WFP) has brought about 440,000 tons of food to Iraq to help reactivate

     this vital social safety net in a country where 16 million people are believed to be entirely dependent on monthly food

     rations after two decades of wars and stringent economic sanctions.

           Security remains one of the largest threats to Iraq’s vast Public Distribution System.  WFP provided the U.S.

     Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance with a complete list of the silos, mills and warehouses in the

     country to ensure that proper security arrangements can be made.  More information is available in a WFP press

     release that we have upstairs.

           **Security Council

           Russian Ambassador Sergey Lavrov has taken up the Presidency of the Security Council for the month of

     June.  Today, there are no meetings or consultations scheduled.

           Ambassador Lavrov is holding talks with other Council members on the program of work for the month.  He is

     scheduled to brief you on the month’s programme tomorrow following consultations.

           **Cambodia

           UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell is leaving today for Geneva, where he will work with the International Law

     Commission over the next two days.  After that, he will travel to Phnom Penh, the Cambodian capital, where he is to

     arrive on Thursday afternoon.  He intends to sign an agreement on Friday with his Cambodian counterpart, Sok An, on

     the establishment of extraordinary chambers to try the crimes committed during the period of Democratic Kampuchea,

     which is from 1975 to 1979.

           **Sierra Leone

           Officials from the Special Court for Sierra Leone yesterday took into custody the alleged body of indicted war

     criminal Sam Bockarie, and will conduct, starting today, an independent forensic examination in order to identify the

     body and determine the cause of death.  We have a press release on that.

           **SARS

           The World Health Organization Saturday removed Singapore from the list of areas with recent local

     transmission of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS.

           **Press Releases

           The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is working on a new project called “Shopping for a Better

     World” -- that’s the title -- targeting the $7 trillion retail industry in an attempt to promote the positive side of

     sustainable consumption and production. 

           UNEP also launched a new “Green Customs” Web site today as part of an initiative to help tackle the growth

     of environmental crime.  The initiative will provide a training package to strengthen domestic capacity in environmental

     crime and enforcement of international environmental agreements.

           **Press Conference tomorrow

           At 11:15, Gianfranco Rotigliano, the Representative of the UN Children’s Fund in the Democratic Republic of

     the Congo, will be here to brief you on the situation in Bunia.

           **Civil society/guest

           And finally, the Secretary-General’s Panel of Eminent Persons on United Nations Relations with Civil Society

     began two days of closed-door meetings at UN Headquarters today, chaired by former Brazilian President Fernando

     Henrique Cardoso.

           Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette opened the panel session this morning, after which the panel

     immediately began a discussion of two main issues, with presentations by President Cardoso:  an overview of civil

     society and global governance; and a review and analysis of UN practice in dealing with civil society.

           President Cardoso will be our guest here at the noon briefing tomorrow, to discuss the panel’s work with you.

           That’s all I have for you.  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Fred, did the SG have any other meetings during the G-8 summit to talk about Iraq and the UN’s

     role?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have the details of his bilateral programme.  What we got from my deputy Hua Jiang, who

     is traveling with him, is pretty much what I gave you this morning.  When she arrives back here with him, we can ask

     her for more details on what other bilaterals he might have had and what subjects might have been discussed.  Mr.

     Abbadi?

           Question:   Fred, speaking on DRC, there are some indications that another big massacre has taken place in

     the north-east part of the country on the border with Uganda.  Are there any details of that?     

           Spokesman:  I don’t have anything in the cables for today.  The situation in Bunia centre remained quiet,

     although they talked about continued clashes between the Lendu and the Hema on the outskirts of Bunia, but we

     didn’t witness those directly ourselves.  And I did see the report -- that may have been a press report -- of the

     massacre further outside of the town, but we have nothing in our cables on that today.  Yes, Steve?

           Question:   Do you have any more on that report then that the two people who were tortured and killed, the two

     UN officials, have been identified?

           Spokesman:  The two military observers?   I have…

           Question:   All the military observers have been identified, but the actual people who killed them, in my

     understanding, have been identified?

           Spokesman:  Oh, I see… 

           Question:   Unless I misread the report. 

           Spokesman:  No, I don’t have anything on that, I’d have to check after the briefing.  Serge?  [The Spokesman

     said after the briefing that the UN Mission has received rumours about the identity of the killers of the two military

     observers, but, as it proceeds with its investigations into their deaths, it has not received any details to substantiate

     those rumours.]

           Question:  Regarding the RDC, (DRC), in the 1960s it took us about 50,000 troops in order to solve part of the

     problem.  How can we expect to solve the problem now with the contingent that we have, when the problem is still the

     same?

           Spokesman:  You’re talking about the Katangese war of secession? 

           Question:   Which is almost the same thing.

           Spokesman:  I don’t think so.  The numbers of combatants is limited, there are already talks between the

     militia leaders facilitated by the UN trying to work out elements of a ceasefire; you have agreement at the senior-most

     levels on a peace plan, pacification plan, for Ituri; you have probably one of the most democratic exercises in the

     Congo so far in the establishment of that Ituri Pacification Commission.  So, there are a lot of elements there.  But, the

     militia are unable to separate, disarm and pacify Bunia and other parts of Ituri and after watching these periodic, but

     very bloody eruptions of conflict between these two groups, it was decided that a multinational force was needed --

     well-trained, well-equipped, well-armed -- and the Security Council approved that on Friday.  So, we think that the force

     that was approved on Friday is what is needed to assist the UN peacekeepers already there with a higher level of

     military capability to enforce peace.

           Question:   In other words, the force that we have now is sufficient?  

           Spokesman:  The force you have until Friday had been a peacekeeping force under Chapter Six.  The

     Secretary-General said the situation is getting out of hand; you need an enforcement unit.  And so, that’s what was

     approved on Friday under Chapter Seven.  Yes?

           Question:   Is there any reason to believe that the follow-on UN mission will be an enforcement mission as

     well?

           Spokesman:  I wouldn’t want to comment on that until the Council dealt with the Secretary-General’s

     proposals.  And frankly, I was out much of last week, so I can’t tell you.  But I am assuming that the expansion of the

     existing mandate that he proposed is under Chapter Six and I am not aware that there has been any discussion of

     Chapter Seven and this Chapter Seven force that was approved on Friday was specified as an interim force.  So, it has

     a short lifespan, just to allow the peacekeepers to expand in numbers, and once the interim force under Chapter Seven

     has the situation under control, then you have a larger peacekeeping presence to maintain stability.  That’s the plan. 

     Yeah?

           Question:   Fred, what is that status of the former diplomats of Iraq here at the United Nations?  Something

     like a few weeks ago they were still at the mission?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know what their current situation is, whether they are at the mission or not.  And I

     probably should consult the lawyers before speaking, but my understanding is that the sovereignty of Iraq has been

     interrupted by the invasion of the coalition and the responsible authorities in Iraq today are the coalition partners who

     led the intervention force.  So, under the Geneva conventions, these occupying powers have responsibility for restoring

     government functions and eventually turning the formation of a new sovereign government over to the Iraqis

     themselves.  Once that sovereign government is established under Iraqi control, they will designate diplomatic

     representatives here and elsewhere.

           Question:   Can those diplomats enter the UN building?

           Spokesman:  I don’t even know if they’re still here.  But I would think that should there be an attempt by the

     representatives of the former Iraqi Government to present themselves here representing Iraq today, they would most

     likely meet a challenge from other Member States -- a credentials challenge. 

     Mr. Abbadi?

           Question:   Yes, Fred, the Secretary-General made a very frank statement before the Group of Eight regarding

     the implementation of the Millennium Goals.  Is there any immediate reaction to his recommendations?

           Spokesman:  Not that I have record of.  But maybe he’ll come in the front door tomorrow and you can stop him

     and ask him yourself.

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Shopping" ��


Scoop - Shopping for a better world�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Partnership" ��Agence France Presse - UNEP forms partnership to combat trade in rare species, toxics�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��UNWIRE - UNEP Announces Drive Against Trade In Rare Animals, Pollutants� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Issues" ��Gulf Daily News - Environment issues to be analysed�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Crimes" ��XINHUA - UNEP launches initiative to combat growing global menace of environmental crimes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Crime" ��Greenwire - U.N.: new initiative targets environmental crime�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Week" ��Africa News - South Africa;  Western Cape to Launch Environment Week�


� HYPERLINK  \l "View" ��Africa News - South Africa;   Financial Institutions Need to Take a Broader View 
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