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Other Environment-related News

· SolarAccess.com News - Renewables 2004 Conference Opens in Germany
· Industrial News - Kyoto discussions in Russia are going on                                      
· ENS - Flame Retardant Chemical Found in Arctic Wildlife 
· BBC - Quake unblocked distant geysers 

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROWA

Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  2 June 2004



The News International

(Pakistan )

3 June 2004

World Environment Day on 5th

By our correspondent

KARACHI: World Environment Day 2004 will be observed on June 5 throughout the world. The theme of the day for year 2004 is "Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive." The theme asks to make a choice as how we want to treat the earth’s seas and oceans. It also calls on each and every individual of us to act accordingly. Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive or
polluted or dead? In Pakistan too the day is being observed in befitting manner. Schools have chalked out different programmes for the day by holding rallies, walks and presenting tableaus, organizing essays and posters competitions, tree planting and clean-up
campaign.

The Nation (Thailand)
June 2, 2004, Wednesday

Activist calls for clean seas


More than one million sea birds and 100,000 marine mammals die every year by digesting or getting tangled up in discarded plastic garbage, a representative of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) said yesterday.

Tim Higham, Unep?s Asia Pacific regional information officer, said up to 21 million barrels of oil and 10 billion tonnes of wastewater spill into our rivers and oceans each year. 

?It?s a worrying problem,? he said yesterday during a seminar to mark World Environment Day on Saturday.

He said world governments have shouldered US$12 billion (Bt484.6 billion) in medical expenses for diseases arising from poisoned seawater.

The World Environment Day theme for 2004 is ?Wanted! Seas and Oceans ? Dead or Alive??

Cherdchinda Chotiyaputta, a senior official from the Marine and Coastal Resources Department, said sea pollution had driven many fish species into extinction while foreign boats brought in alien species.

Tara Buakamsri, toxic campaigner for Greenpeace Southeast Asia, said the problem of sea pollution was getting worse despite pledges in 20 conventions to protect the seas.

Sirinart Sirisunthorn</P>The Nation
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UN News Centre

UN environmental agency signs accord for ‘clean’ Athens Olympics
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2 June 2004 – In an effort to limit adverse ecological effects from the upcoming Athens Olympic Games, the United Nations environmental agency today signed an agreement with the Greek organizers to boost goals such as waste management, anti-littering and water conservation. 

At the same time it said much more needs to be done to ensure greater attention to environmental considerations at future Olympic Games. 

“Athens 2004 have made environmental commitments in areas such as recycling, public awareness and developing green spaces. We are sure that some of these will leave a lasting and healthy legacy beyond this year's summer games,” UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

Noting the Games are being organized in the “most difficult atmospheres of recent times with heightened concerns about security,” Mr. Toepfer added that “this has probably come at a price, and other considerations, including parts of their environmental programme, may alas have fallen short of their initial aspirations.” 

But he said the agency hoped to be closely involved in assessing the Games’ environmental legacy and passing on the lessons learned to other cities holding Olympic events. UNEP announced today it is establishing contact with the five cities short-listed for the 2012 Summer Olympic Games - London, Madrid, Moscow, New York and Paris - to discuss how the environment can feature high in their proposals. 

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed in the Greek capital calls for the Organizing Committee to develop a compilation of ‘Environmental Challenges and Achievements’ which will offer a detailed account of the environmental perspective of all aspects of the Games – including a specific assessment of the venues. 

UNEP and the Committee will develop and implement public awareness campaigns on waste management and anti-littering and on water conservation. In other moves a brochure issued at all venues will promote an environment-friendly ‘Code of Conduct’ for visitors, and scoreboards and video boards will carry environment-related messages. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Athens Summer Olympics Signs Environmental Commitment 
ATHENS, Greece, June 2, 2004 (ENS) - Scoreboards and video boards at the Greek Olympic Games coming up this summer in Athens will carry environment related messages as part of an agreement signed today between the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Athens organizers. But security concerns have trumped environmental considerations in Athens, and some of the organizers' initial plans have fallen by the wayside. 

Aimed at boosting the environmental profile of this year’s Olympic Games, the memo was signed in the Olympic Tennis Centre by Eric Falt, director of UNEP’s Division of Communications and Public Information and Yannis Pyrgiotis, executive director of the Organizing Committee for the Athens 2004 Olympic and Paralympic Games (ATHOC). 
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Signs at the Athens Olympics will bear environmental messages. This one says, "The goal is sports meetings with less waste." (Photo courtesy ATHOC)
The Olympic flame starts its global journey today as well. For the first time it will unite all five continents, and organizers hope it will carry a green message. 

The athletes will compete in 28 sports at 35 venues over a period of 18 days, from August 11 to 29. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, “Athens 2004 havs made environmental commitments in areas such as recycling, public awareness and developing green spaces. We are sure that some of these will leave a lasting and healthy legacy beyond this year's summer games." 

“It should also be made clear that these 2004 Summer Olympic Games are being organized in one of the most difficult atmospheres of recent times with heightened concerns about security," Toepfer acknowledged. 

"The organizers have taken this issue seriously to ensure a safe and secure Olympics. But this has probably come at a price and other considerations, including parts of their environmental program, may alas have fallen short of their initial aspirations,” he said. 

Falt said he is pleased with ATHOC's decision to celebrate World Environment Day 2004 on June 5 in close collaboration with the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF). As part of the event, hundreds of divers led by Jean-Michel Cousteau and AEF Executive Director Tony Diamantidis will carry out an underwater cleanup at sites on the Greek coast including the Port of Athens. 

As part of the agreement, UNEP and ATHOC will develop and implement jointly two public awareness and educational campaigns, one on waste management and anti-littering and the other on water conservation. 
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Recycling bins like these at the Athens Olympics allow recyclables to be sorted as they are discarded. (Photo courtesy ATHOC)
The two organizations will co-sign brochures dealing with the environmental profile and management of nine different venues. One additional brochure will be disseminated at all venues, and will promote an environment friendly Code of Conduct for all visitors. 

One key section of the agreement calls for ATHOC to develop a compilation of environmental challenges and achievements of the Athens 2004 Olympic Games. This will offer a detailed account of the environmental perspective concerning all aspects of the games – including a specific assessment concerning the venues. 

Despite security concerns Athens has put effort into greening the city for the Games, planting more than one million large bushes, 290,000 new trees and 11 million new shrubs. 

UNEP announced that it is establishing contact with the five cities short-listed for the Summer Olympic Games of 2012 to discuss how the environment can feature high in their proposals. 

In a letter to the five cities - London, Madrid, Moscow, New York and Paris - Toepfer wrote, “ Your bid explicitly recognizes the importance of incorporating environmental responsibility into the planning and staging of the Olympic Games. In this regard, I would like to formally offer the assistance of UNEP in helping you to strengthen the environmental component of your bid.” 

“We hope to be closely involved in evaluating the environmental legacy of the Athens Games. We hope to make these findings and our environmental knowledge, gained not only through Athens but from our involvement in the upcoming Winter Olympics in Torino, available to others including those cities bidding for the 2012 Olympics,” said Toepfer. 
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Namibia’s only Olympic medallist, Frankie Fredericks collected four silvers at the 1992 and 1996 Olympic Games in the 100 meter and 200 meter races. In the 1996 Games in Atlanta, it took a world record in both races to beat him. (Photo courtesy Engen)
A green agenda for future Olympic Games depends on the support of the athletes. To showcase this support, UNEP is devoting the June issue of its "Tunza Magazine," to sport and the environment. It features current and former Olympic athletes – Kipchoge Keino, Frankie Fredericks and Manuela di Centa. 

“We have to look after the environment,” says Namibian Olympic sprinter Fredericks. “If we keep destroying it, it will be difficult for future generations to have clean air.” 

“I have chosen to dedicate my life to sport, and in particular cross-country skiing, because I feel at ease in the environment in which I move, suffer and live," said Manuela di Centa of Italy, an Olympic Gold Medallist. "It was also love for nature, the desire to feel closer to nature through physical hardship, that led me to discover extreme and unique environment." 

UNEP has also signed a Memo of Understanding with the Turin 2006 Olympic Winter Games Organizers (TOROC). The agreement, made on June 4, 2003, involves UNEP and TOROC working together to promote environmental issues during the planning and staging of these Games. 

As a result of the agreement, TOROC has subscribed to the International Cleaner Production Declaration and has already incorporated clean production mechanisms in its activities and green procurement in its purchases. Public awareness campaigns on the environment are planned prior to and during the Turin Winter Olympic Games. 

The official site of the ATHENS 2004 Olympic and Paralympic Games is at: http://www.athens2004.com/athens2004/ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENN

Agreement to Boost Environmental Awareness at Summer Olympics Signed by UNEP and Athens



From UN Environment Programme
Wednesday, June 02, 2004

NAIROBI/ATHENS, 2 June 2004 - An agreement aimed at boosting the environmental profile of this year's summer Olympic Games has been made between the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Athens organizers.

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed today in the Olympic Tennis Centre in the Greek capital between the Organizing Committee for the Athens 2004 Olympic and Paralympic Games (ATHOC) and UNEP.

UNEP also announced that it was establishing contact with the five cities short-listed for the Summer Olympic Games of 2012 to discuss how the environment can feature high in their proposals.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "Athens 2004 has made environmental commitments in areas such as recycling, public awareness and developing green spaces. We are sure that some of these will leave a lasting and healthy legacy beyond this year's summer games."

"It should also be made clear that these 2004 Summer Olympic Games are being organized in one of the most difficult atmospheres of recent times with heightened concerns about security. The organizers have taken this issue seriously to ensure a safe and secure Olympics. But this has probably come at a price and other considerations, including parts of their environmental programme, may alas have fallen short of their initial aspirations", he added.

"We hope to be closely involved in evaluating the environmental legacy of the Athens Games. We hope to make these findings and our environmental knowledge, gained not only through Athens but from our involvement in the upcoming Winter Olympics in Torino, available to others including those cities bidding for the 2012 Olympics", said Mr. Toepfer.

The agreement with Athens was signed by Eric Falt, Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information and Yannis Pyrgiotis, the Executive Director of ATHOC, in the presence of the media and representatives of non-governmental organizations.

One key clause of the MOU calls for ATHOC to develop a compilation of 'Environmental Challenges and Achievements' of the Athens 2004 Olympic Games. This will offer a detailed account of the environmental perspective concerning all aspects of the Games - including a specific assessment concerning the venues.

UNEP and ATHOC will also develop and implement jointly two public awareness and educational campaigns, one on waste management and anti-littering and the other on water conservation.

The two organizations will also co-sign brochures developed specifically for nine different venues and dealing with their environmental profile and management. One additional brochure will be disseminated at all venues, and will promote an environment-friendly 'Code of Conduct' for all visitors. In addition, the scoreboards and video boards at Olympic venues will carry environment-related messages.

In a letter to Jacques Rogge, President of the International Olympic Committee, Mr. Toepfer, however, recognized that much more needed to be done to ensure that the environment is even more central in future Olympic Games.

He wrote: "I would like to inform you that I have written letters to the five short-listed candidates offering UNEP's assistance in refining the environment component of their bids."

In Mr. Toepfer's letter to the five cities, which are London, Madrid, Moscow, New York and Paris, he says: "Your bid explicitly recognizes the importance of incorporating environmental responsibility into the planning and staging of the Olympic Games. In this regard, I would like to formally offer the assistance of UNEP in helping you to strengthen the environmental component of your bid."

Meanwhile, UNEP has also signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Turin 2006 Olympic Winter Games Organizers (TOROC). The agreement, made on 4 June 2003, involves UNEP and TOROC working together to promote environmental issues during the planning and staging of these Games.

As a result of the agreement, TOROC has subscribed to the International Cleaner Production Declaration and has already incorporated clean production mechanisms in its activities and green procurement in its purchases. UNEP and TOROC also plan to implement public awareness campaigns on the environment prior to and during the Games.

A key challenge of future Olympics is also related to the involvement of civil society. "One of the lessons from Athens is that Governments and organizing committees must better involve civil society organizations and other non-State actors in the implementation of their environmental agenda", said Mr. Falt.

He noted as very positive the decision of ATHOC to celebrate World Environment 2004 on 5 June in close collaboration with the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF). As part of the event, hundreds of divers led by Jean-Michel Cousteau and AEF Executive Director Tony Diamantidis will carry out an underwater clean-up at sites on the Greek coast including the Port of Athens. (See also http://www.unep.org/wed/2004/)

The involvement of young people is also crucial to the implementation of a green agenda for future Games. In this context, UNEP is devoting four pages of its institutional magazine for youth, Tunza Magazine, to the environmental dimension of the Athens Games.

The June issue of Tunza Magazine, focused exclusively on "Sport and the Environment" and features current and former Olympic athletes -- Kipchoge Keino, Frankie Fredericks and Manuela di Centa. "We have to look after the environment", says Frankie Fredericks, Olympic sprinter. "If we keep destroying it, it will be difficult for future generations to have clean air."

"I have chosen to dedicate my life to sport, and in particular cross-country skiing, because I feel at ease in the environment in which I move, suffer and live. It was also love for nature, the desire to feel closer to nature through physical hardship, that led me to discover extreme and unique environments", says Manuela di Centa, Olympic Gold Medallist.


Notes to Editors 
UNEP has developed an active Sport and Environment Programme since 1994 to promote environmental considerations in sport events worldwide and raise environmental awareness through sport. In February 2003, the UNEP Governing Council adopted a long-term strategy on "Sport and Environment", which seeks to further promote the linkages between sport and environment among the public, particularly young people and to promote environmental awareness and action by the public through sports events. The strategy also seeks to develop partnership with sports organizations, federations and specifically requests UNEP to initiate cooperation with Olympic host cities.

UNEP and the IOC signed a Cooperative Agreement in 1994. A Sport and Environment Commission was established by the IOC to advise the Executive Board on environmental issues and the Olympic Games. UNEP is represented in the Commission by its Special Representative on Sport and the Environment, Mr. Tore Brevik. The environment has become a key element in the consideration of bids to host Olympic Games. UNEP also supports the organization of the biennial IOC World Conference on Sport and Environment and regional seminars on sport and the environment. These activities have ensured that environmental issues are regularly reviewed by members of the Olympic Movement.

For more information on UNEP's Sport and Environment Programme, see http://www.unep.org/cpi/sport_env/

Tunza Magazine can be viewed at www.ourplanet.com

For more information, please contact: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, in Nairobi, on tel: +254-20-62-3292, mobile: +254-733-682656, e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, on tel: +254-20-62-3084, mobile: +254-733-632755, e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org





For more information, contact:

Nick Nuttall
Head of Media
UN Environment Programme
cpiinfo@unep.org
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Wednesday, June 02, 2004
Environment Key To Future Olympic Games
Posted 11:46 am ET (GamesBids.com)
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed Wednesday in Athens between the Organizing Committee for the Athens 2004 Olympic and Paralympic Games (ATHOC) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) aimed at boosting the environment profile of this year’s Summer Games.

UNEP also announced that it was establishing contract with the five cities bidding for the 2012 Summer Games to discuss how the environment can feature high in their proposals.

And UNEP has signed a MOU with the Turin 2006 Olympic Winter Games Organizers to promote environment issues during the planning and staging of the 2006 Games.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director said, “Athens 2004 has made environment commitments in areas such as recycling, public awareness and developing green spaces. We are sure that some of these will leave a lasting and healthy legacy beyond this year’s Summer Games”.

He added, “we hope to be closely involved in evaluating the environmental legacy of the Athens Games. We hope to make these findings and our environmental knowledge, gained not only through Athens but from our involvement in the upcoming Winter Olympic in Torino, available to others including those cities bidding for the 2012 Olympics”.

A key clause of the Agreement calls for Athens 2004 to develop a compilation of “Environmental Challenges and Achievements” of the Athens 2004 Games. This will offer a detailed account of the environmental perspective concerning all aspects of the Games – including a specific assessment concerning the venues.

UNEP and ATHOC will also develop and implement jointly two public awareness and education campaigns, one on waste management and anti-littering and the other on water conservation. 

Toepfer wrote a letter to International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Jacques Rogge in which he informed Rogge that he had written letters to the five 2012 candidates offering UNEP’s assistance in refining the environment component of their bids.

As a result of Turin 2006’s agreement with UNEP Turin has subscribed to the International Cleaner Production Declaration and has already incorporated clean production mechanisms in its activities and green procurement in its purchases. UNEP and Turin 2006 also plan to implement public awareness campaigns on the environment prior to and during the 2006 Games. 

SportSpecific.Com

ATHOC
Athens Olympics: ATHENS 2004 – UNEP sign Memorandum of Understanding
ATHENS 2004 and UNEP (the United Nations Environment Programme) today signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). This is the first time in Summer Olympic Games history that such an agreement is signed, emphasising the close links between sport and the environment.

The MoU was signed by ATHENS 2004 Executive Director, Yiannis Pyrgiotis, and UNEP Spokesperson and Director of the Division of Communications, Eric Falt, acting as a representative of UNEP Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer. 

Speaking during the simple ceremony held in the Olympic Tennis Centre (OAKA), Mr Pyrgiotis mentioned the initiatives undertaken by ATHENS 2004, especially the public communication campaign regarding waste recycling and water conservation. He thanked all parties to the agreement for their initiatives in trying to raise public awareness and change the citizens’ attitude on environmental issues, especially so the Olympic Municipalities and all those involved in the implementation of the ATHENS 2004 environmental programmes.

Mr Falt stressed that the MoU is being signed at the right time – just a few days prior to the celebration of World Environment Day, which this year is being celebrated in Barcelona.

He added that the MoU will draw more attention on environmental issues as a parameter of the Olympic Games parameter, and he thanked ATHENS 2004 and the Municipalities that participate in Olympic environmental programmes for their cooperation so far in the effort to secure a better environment.

General Secretary for the Olympic Games, Spyros Capralos, spoke of the efforts made towards raising awareness on environmental issues using the opportunity offered by the Olympic Games, and expressed the hope that this will continue after the Games.

Present at the ceremony were Maroussi Mayor, Panagiotis Tzanikos; Patras Deputy Mayor, Spyros Tyrodimos; Goulandris Museum of Natural History President, Niki Goulandris; National Centre for Environment and Sustainable Development President, Michalis Modinos; General Secretary for the Environment, Giannis Vournas, and many others. 
Some 200 primary school pupils from Maroussi were also present at the event. In fact, Mr Tzanikos offered each child an olive tree to plant in their yard. He announced that, within the next few days, all Maroussi schoolchildren will receive some 10,000 olive trees to plant in their city, so that these trees may constitute the Olympic legacy to their surrounding environment.

www.athens2004.com
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hellenic News

3 June 2004

As the World churns

Cyprus Ambassador Euripides Evriviades told a reporter from the Washington Times that his nation, is “deeply honored” when it joined the European Union May 1st, but sadly disappointed that it remains divided between ethnic Greeks and Turks. “My country is proud to be represented in this remarkable achievement”, his Excellency said after Cyprus was admitted into the Union. “My Government viewed accession to the European Union also as an opportunity to help move towards a full and just reunification of Cyprus, which has been forcibly divided since 1974,” he added. The Hellenic part of Cyprus is recognized worldwide, while the only nation to recognized the forcibly partitioned Turkish sector is Turkey, the nation which perpetrated the illegal and internationally condemned action….New York State’s Assemblyman from Queens, Michael Gianaris, 33, is getting ready for loftier office. He is now running for NY State Attorney General’s job succeeding Eliot Spitzer, which means that if he wins, will have a powerful voice in Albany, whoever the Governor may be. Ever since he was elected to the 36th Assembly District in the year 2000, he has served his constituents with great diligence, and he has gained great popularity as a result. He’s been on the forefront on environmental issues and has been a leader in the effort to reshape New York’s energy policy. He’s big also in Homeland security issues, which brought him nationwide exposure. He’s also got a financial lead over his opponents, which makes it all the better. An experience litigator, Gianaris who was born where all the Greeks lived at that time, which makes it Astoria, was the State’s Consumer Affairs and Protection Legal Counsel from 1997 to 2000, and get this, it makes him the first American Hellene to be elected to public office from the New York City area, which of course makes it hard to swallow. …. 

Operation Sparkling Greek Seas is the largest ever beach and underwater clean-up demonstration and exhibition and was undertaken by renowned marine explorer Jean-Michel Cousteau in the Greek waters this June 5, World Environmental Day. It was initiated by the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF) and was sponsored by the Athens Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) and the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). The clean-up project enlisted the help of scuba divers, some Olympic and some prominent divers, led by Cousteau, who is the Olympic Environmental Ambassador and AEF board member, and took place inside the Olympic perimeter in the port city of Piraeus. Government leaders to schoolchildren, all took part in this event, and Greece’s Mercantile Marine Minister as well as UNEP’s Director of Communications both took a dip in the water to promote awareness. Other events included an olive tree dedication of AEF’s Global Olive Wreath in honor of the Olympic Homecoming, beach clean-up efforts along the Athens coast , environmentally-themed beach games, a demo by the Hellenic Synchronized Swimming National Olympic Team and the promotion of several environmental issues. UNEP has set this year’s World Environment Day Global theme as Wanted: Seas and Oceans-Dead or Alive? To raise awareness about issues related to the marine environment and marine pollution. Athens 2004 president Gianna Angelopoulou-Daskalaki made the opening presentation…... _________________________________________________________________________________________

La Bolsa.com

3 June 2004

El PNUMA firma un acuerdo con los organizadores griegos de las Olimpiadas para garantizar una 'Atenas limpia'
La agencia de la ONU ha entrado en contacto con Madrid y las demás candidatas de 2012 para pedir información medioambiental

MADRID, 2 (EUROPA PRESS)

El Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) firmó hoy un acuerdo con el Comité Organizador Griego de las próximas olimpiadas para garantizar un 'Atenas limpio' durante las competiciones, evitar el desperdicio de recursos y garantizar la gestión correcta de los residuos.

En un comunicado, el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, reconoció que 'Atenas 2004' ha asumido compromisos medioambientales en áreas como el reciclado, la concienciación ciudadana y el desarrollo de espacios verdes, y que estas iniciativas sin duda van a dejar su huella en la ciudad una vez concluyan los Juegos.

Sin embargo, estas Olimpiadas se celebran en "las más difíciles circunstancias" debido a las preocupaciones por la seguridad, y esto se ha producido "en detrimento de otras consideraciones, incluyendo parte del programa medioambiental", que no va a cumplir totalmente "las aspiraciones iniciales".

En virtud del convenio, el PNUMA y el Comité Griego lanzarán campañas de concienciación sobre el ahorro de agua o la gestión de residuos. También publicarán un 'Código de Conducta' para visitantes, y en todas las instalaciones donde haya competición se difundirán vídeos con estos mismos contenidos.

Respondiendo a estas mismas preocupaciones, el PNUMA ha entrado en contacto con las cinco ciudades candidatas a las Olimpiadas de 2012 --Londres, Madrid, París, Nueva York y Moscú-- para pedirles información medioambiental sobre sus proyectos y abordar la mejor forma de introducir estas cuestiones en los mismos. __________________________________________________________________________________________

World Economic Forum Launches 'Africa Water Project Exchange' A Unique Matchmaking Service to Create Partnerships on Water Projects Across the Continent 

World Economic Forum (Geneva) 
PRESS RELEASE
June 2, 2004 
Posted to the web June 2, 2004 
Maputo 
A Unique Matchmaking Service to Create Partnerships on Water Projects Across the Continent 
The World Economic Forum today launched a new matchmaking service designed to create public-private partnerships for the delivery, conservation and management of water projects in Africa. President Joaquim Alberto Chissano of Mozambique inaugurated the new project on the opening day of the Africa Economic Summit 2004 in Maputo. 

At the launch of the Africa Water Project Exchange, President Chissano and Gugu Moloi, CEO of Umgeni Water, together with other prominent actors, will start a "play pump", a merry-go-round that allows children to pump water for their school while they play. The maintenance of the play pump is assured by business advertisements on four sides of an elevated water tank. This is one of the innovative projects to benefit from the Africa Water Project Exchange. The World Economic Forum also announced a number of partnerships that were set up through the Project Exchange. 

In Maputo, the World Economic Forum will announce the first group of particularly promising water project partnerships in the Exchange. These will include projects in Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Malawi, Tanzania, Kenya, and Swaziland. The Africa Water Project Exchange is already facilitating the following projects: 

· Strengthening the Joint Water Commission between Swaziland and Mozambique with private and public involvement 

· Sustainable management model for the Songwe river catchment area, including introduction of payment for ecosystem services (Tanzania/Malawi) with business and community involvement 

· Large-scale water optimization programme for 16 bottling plants with direct benefits and involvement of local communities (Nigeria) 

· Development of an ecotourism hub in south-east Africa to preserve the environment and benefit local communities 

· Water recycling project in industrial development zones and sustainable industrial water use (South Africa) 

· Provision of water and sanitation services in rural areas through partnership between water providers' local authorities and NGOs (African country to be determined) Each day throughout the Africa Economic Summit, one of the projects selected from the most innovative proposals received will be highlighted at the meeting. 

Speaking at the launch, Gugu Moloi, CEO of Umgeni Water, a South African water utility, said, "I am proud to represent an African company that helped to make the Africa Water Project Exchange a reality. Any business depending on water for its operation will want to invest in water protection. By bringing such businesses together with a local authority, an NGO or an aid agency working in the same watershed, the Water Project Exchange can help to make this investment a sustainable one. Through the Africa Water Project Exchange, Africa will pioneer this new approach. I invite businesses, aid agencies, international financial institutions, local authorities and NGOs to come forward and match their efforts through the Africa Water Project Exchange." 

For Klaus Schwab, Executive Chairman and founder of the World Economic Forum, water management is a crucial and neglected issue: "Terrorism and weapons of mass destruction, global warming and possible water shortages are the three major global challenges today, but of the three, water is receiving the least public attention. This why we initiated the Water Initiative." 

The Initiative is co-chaired by two private sector companies, Alcan Inc., the global leader in aluminium, packaging and aluminium recycling, and RWE/Thames Water, the world's third largest water company. Umgeni Water, a South African water utility, spearheads the Africa Water Project Exchange. 

Travis Engen, CEO of Alcan Inc., says, "At Alcan, we now know that whether we are managing a watershed or a harbour, we have an inescapable duty to the larger community. Today no nation, no company, no individual has the right to create wealth at any cost." 

"Working in a broad partnership with each partner doing what they do best will reduce risk, which is the biggest obstacle to work where the needs are greatest and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals," says Bill Alexander, CEO of RWE/Thames Water. "Philanthropy won't be enough. To achieve real scale we need a new business model." 

The Africa Water Project Exchange is the first regional component of the Water Project Exchange, the main component of the Water Initiative of the World Economic Forum. Using the Forum's unique convening power, the Water Project Exchange will assist actors from all sectors in identifying partners with whom they might cooperate in carrying out projects in water and watershed management, creating a win-win situation for all concerned. This type of partnership was recognized by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 as a way to move towards a sustainable way of life on earth. 

Healthy watershed ecosystems such as forests, wetlands, pasture and floodplains ensure the availability and quality of water. Degradation of these ecosystems will mean increased water costs and possibly business disruption. Water supply and sanitation companies may have to invest in expensive filtration plants, while food and manufacturing companies, such as water bottling companies, may have to relocate. For tourism, the lack of well-maintained ecosystems and shortages of water supply often spell economic duress. 

Investing in water and watershed protection and thus ensuring that ecosystems can continue to provide the services beneficial to businesses therefore makes good business sense. All over the world, businesses are investing in water demand management. 

But investment alone is not enough. Efforts to protect water and watersheds must be anchored within the local population, and benefit local communities and the environment, if they are to be truly successful. Partnerships between businesses and other sectors will help achieve such mutual supportiveness. This is what the Water Project Exchange aims to achieve. The World Economic Forum's Water Initiative is itself an innovative partnership: its key partners include Alcan Inc., RWE/Thames Water, Umgeni Water, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), the World Bank and the World Conservation Union (IUCN), the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), the World Bank, the World Conservation Union (IUCN), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

IRIN News – Africa

2 June 2004

Resilient communities have the capacity to face natural disasters
JOHANNESBURG, - Disaster risk reduction should focus on building resilient communities, rather than merely responding to natural disasters, delegates at a conference in South Africa heard on Wednesday.

"We need to address the causes of vulnerability, and consider this as an investment towards building resilient communities that will have the capacity to face disasters," Helena Molin-Valdes, senior policy officer at the UN's International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), told IRIN. She said public health issues such as HIV/AIDS and urbanisation needed to be included in a wider definition of disaster risks. 

Ed Tsui, head of the UN office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in New York, noted the importance of disaster risk management in Africa at the opening of the conference, at which Africa's strategy for reducing vulnerability to disasters is being discussed in preparation for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Japan next year. 

The ISDR, in conjunction with the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), the African Union and the African Development Bank, is hosting the conference which concludes on Thursday. 

"HIV/AIDS not only decimates human capital, it also makes communities more vulnerable to natural disasters. With the growing pressure on cities to accommodate more people, authorities often compromise on planning and environmental concerns by building cheap housing, which is washed away or falls down, so urbanisation is also a disaster risk," Molin-Valdes explained.

African countries should "appreciate the fact that natural hazards are not the only potential threats to life and livelihoods for many communities - livelihood strategies for many people are about trading off risks from multiple sources: economic, social, political and environmental," said Kenneth Westgate, the regional disaster reduction adviser for Africa in the UN Development Programme's (UNDP) Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery.

There was therefore a need to explore the "relationship between natural hazards and other hazard sources in the accumulation of risk, to develop an integrated risk reduction approach," he commented.

Dewald van Niekerk, head of the African Centre for Disaster Studies at the North-West University in South Africa told IRIN there was also a growing need for governments to adopt a multi-disciplinary approach to address vulnerability - health, environment and socio-economic concerns had to be taken into consideration while tackling any issue, as this would help to build resilient communities. 

At the first preparatory committee meeting of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Geneva last month, the African group had acknowledged the importance of a "holistic approach to risk prevention and reduction" and suggested that disaster reduction be made a major component of sustainable development.

They recommended the integration of natural and environmental disaster policies into each country's development planning process; the establishment of well-defined partnership mechanisms in disaster reduction with national entities as well as regional and international organisations; and the fostering of national ownership of the disaster reduction process.

Recognising that many African countries had fragile economies with high levels of foreign debt, the group suggested setting up an international fund to assist vulnerable countries in creating public awareness and setting up mechanisms for disaster preparedness.

South Africa's Disaster Management deputy director Kevin Brennan pointed out that the Southern African Development Community had committed itself to setting up a Regional Food Reserve Facility, which would include both a physical reserve and a financial facility to assist the drought-stricken countries in the region. 

Funding for disaster risk reduction should be part of each country's budget and not be project-based, as this would ensure continuity around the disaster reduction initiatives, suggested Hesphina Rukato, NEPAD's environment and tourism advisor.

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

Norwich Bulletin

3 June 2004

Brooklyn kids to attend environmental program 
BROOKLYN -- A group of local children recently was accepted as delegates for the International Children's Conference on the Environment, sponsored by the United Nations Environmental Program. 

Braeden Dauphinais, 12, of Brooklyn; Celia Guillard, 13, of Windham; Vicki Sear, 13, of Canterbury and Hannah McMerriman, 11, of Pomfret are all homeschoolers from the Quiet Corner. 

The week-long conference will be held for the first time in this country at Connecticut College in New London July 19-23. 

The children wrote essays and have been studying tropical rain forests, ecological health issues and conservation and preservation topics. 

The children will join 600 other delegates, ages 10-13, from more than 100 countries to learn about environmental issues and to develop the leadership skills necessary to impact future environmental practices and policies. They also will meet Jane Goodall, best known for her work with chimpanzees, conservation and animal-welfare issues. 

Hearing postponed on sewer rate hike 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
SolarAccess.com News

2 June 2004

Renewables 2004 Conference Opens in Germany

by Mark Braly, Correspondent for SolarAccess.com News

Bonn, Germany - June 2, 2004 [SolarAccess.com] One hundred and fifty-four countries represented by over 3000 participants opened the four-day Renewables 2004 conference called by German Chancellor Gerhard Schroder. The conference convened at the former German parliament on the Rhine River. The expected 250 media representatives ballooned into more than 700 as energy became a top story during the last few weeks. 

Opening the four-day conference, Tuesday, June 1, Jurgen Trittin, federal German minister for the environment, declared "The age of rewnewables has now begun." He said the aim of the conference, which chancellor Schroder originally announced at the 2002 Johannesburg Summit Meeting on Sustainable development, is to produce a concrete global action program and for poor countries to be linked to the UN and other international programs aimed at poverty reduction. 

Trittin and other speakers hailed renewables as the key to bringing modern energy to the 2 billion people in the world without it. The UN has a goal of halving the number of people living in poverty by 2015. 

Issue papers prepared prior to the conference ticked off the case for renewables. Chief among them were: poverty alleviation; reduced oil dependence and economic benefits of saving oil import costs; jobs (120,000 people now work in renewables in Germany, said Trittin); combating climate change and pollution; clean and available water. 

But the official papers were vague about potential, calling for "accelerated" transition to renewables. Trittin did say at a press conference, renewables "are not a niche market. They are our future." 

However, calls for a rapid and complete transition to renewables have been common. 

Outside the conference hall, eighty members of Solar Generation, an off-shoot of Green Peace, demonstrated for an end to the fossil age. Inside the hall, Abigail Gay Y. Jabines, a spokeswoman for the group, called for a "shift of fossil fuel subsidies to renewables," to end conventional wisdom that renewables are not competitive in cost. A side meeting will explore scenarios for rapid transition of the entire energy economy to renewables. 

One focus of discussion has been the availability of financing for renewables. 

Federal German minister for economic cooperation and development, Heidmarie Wiecyorek-Zeul, said that renewables "are at the mercy of global financial markets which are anti-environmental and short term in their thinking." 

Advocates appear to be targeting the World Bank and backing a report currently before its board of directors that calls for an end to World Bank financing of extractive industries and a switch to financing of renewables. 

Minister Trittin also joined the chorus of environmental groups and renewable energy associations that have sought to get mileage out of the current popularity of Hollywood's exaggerated version of climate change released in U.S. theatres this past weekend - The Day After Tomorrow. 

"Average temperature continues to rise from decade to decade," Trittin said. "Droughts, storms and floods continue to destroy development progress, especially in the countries of the South. Climate change is already a reality today, and not a fiction for the day after tomorrow." 

Mark Braly is attending the four-day conference in Bonn, Germany as a correspondent for SolarAccess.com News __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

"Promushlennye vedomosti" (Industrial News),

1 June 2004

Kyoto discussions in Russia are going on                                      

Should we be afraid of greenhouse effect and ozone holes? World wars against windmills 1 June.   "Promushlennye vedomosti" (Industrial News), article by Academician O. Sorokhtin.  There are some obvious ideas which nobody puts into question, like people before Copernicus believed that the Sun is turning around the Earth.  The same happens with the greenhouse effect.  We all learned that more CO2 is in atmosphere warmer is the surface of the Earth.  However, nobody proved this theory.  This idea was put forward by

S. Arrenius, a well-known Swedish scientist, at the beginning of the last century and was generally accepted.  People and governments are afraid that the global warming will cause the raise of the ocean level,

desertification, soil erosion etc.  Countries are spending huge amounts of money to reduce anthropogenic gas emissions.  Are these fears justified?  Acad. Sorokhtin believes that there is no man-made global warming, that the increase of the CO2 in the atmosphere is beneficial for animal and plant growth.  Changes in the CO2 concentration are caused by temperature changes and not vice versa.  The increased quantity of CO2 is absorbed by the ocean and is released by the ocean when the temperature goes up establishing the

lost equilibrium.

Acad. Sorokhtin also says that there are no reasons to panic about the ozone holes.  Ozone is mainly destroyed by naturally released gases like bog and ocean gazes or gazes emitted by volcanos. Their emissions are three

times more important that the man-made emissions.  Human impact on the atmosphere is minimal. Humankind should accept climate change as it is since it is a natural process which existed long before men appeared and is self-controlled. http://pv.derrick.ru/next/article/?id=88

Kyoto protocol as an instrument of industrial expansion of the EU 31 May.  "Promushlennye vedomosti" (Industrial News), article by Prof. N. Tkachenko.  "Mechanisms of the Kyoto protocol allow the EU sell its

technologies, equipment and services.  The EU is using the Kyoto protocol to dominate European environment market.  The procedure of greenhouse gases emission monitoring is a typical mechanism of industrial spying".

Prof. Tkachenko states that the Kyoto protocol has no scientific basis.  Studies prepared by different scientists are not objective, since they are financed by "ideologists of the Kyoto protocol" through a system of grants,

seminars etc.  Mr. Tkachenko believes that greenhouse gases do not have a very important influence on the global warming.  What is much more significant is the emission of water steam which is completely forgotten by the Kyoto Protocol.  Water use has increased considerably during the last period, water evaporation is also raising (agriculture, drainage, artificial canals, water reservoirs).   Another important source of water steam emission is energy production, especially industries using natural gas.  Burning process of 1 kg of natural gas produces 2.75 kg CO2 and 2.25 kg of water.  Annually some 2 billion tons of water steam is generated by

the gas industry.  The whole oil-gas industry is not in the focus of the Kyoto protocol.  The oxygen which is used for the burning process is lost forever.  There is no natural mechanism to convert water back into oxygen

and hydrogen.  Thus burning of traditional combustibles has a double impact on the climate system: 1. reduction of oxygen, which brings down ozone protection and diminish atmospheric pressure; 2. warm water steam modifies natural atmospheric processes.  Oxygen should not be considered as an unlimited natural resource.  We do not have technologies to restore oxygen or atmospheric ozone, neither the bring up the atmoshperic pressure.  Scientists should look for another source of energy than oil or gas.

http://pv.derrick.ru/articles/article.phtml?id=70&nomer=6
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Flame Retardant Chemical Found in Arctic Wildlife 
WASHINGTON, DC, June 2, 2004 (ENS) - A chemical widely used as a flame retardant in consumer electronics, furniture and clothing has been found in polar bears and Arctic birds. The discovery, announced this week by Norwegian scientists, adds to growing concern that the chemical - known as Deca - is persistent and accumulates in humans and wildlife. 

Polar bear samples analyzed by the National Veterinary Institute in Oslo and blood and eggs from glaucous gulls analyzed by the Norwegian Polar Institute were both found to contain Deca, a type of polybrominated diphenyl ether (PBDE). 

The human health impacts of PBDEs, developed in the 1960s, are not well known, but scientists have found they cause neurological damage in laboratory animals. 

The samples, taken from the remote Arctic archipelago of Spitsbergen, are the first evidence that Deca accumulates in wildlife far from any potential source. 

Two other forms of PBDEs - Penta and Octa - have been found to be extremely persistent and accumulate in the body, much like mercury, lead and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 
Isolation has not kept polar bears free of widely used chemicals. (Photo courtesy Fish and Wildlife Service)
The flame retardant chemicals have been detected worldwide in household dust, indoor and outdoor air as well as in the water and sediments of rivers, estuaries and oceans and in humans and wildlife. 

Concern about Penta and Octa prompted the European Union to enact a ban on both that will take effect later this year. A voluntary phaseout of both chemicals will take effect in the United States at the end of 2004. 

Neither the United States nor the EU has taken action on Deca. EU governments met last week in Ireland to discuss the chemical and again determined that no additional action was needed. 

Deca is the most heavily used PBDE, accounting for some 83 percent of the worldwide market. 

The chemical industry contends that Deca molecules are too large to be absorbed by people's bodies and are unlikely to accumulate in wildlife. 

But the Arctic study undermines that position, environmentalists and public health advocates say, and adds to a list of scientific studies that finds Deca is persistent and potentially harmful to humans and the environment. 

Researchers have determined that Deca - although less easily absorbed by the body than other PBDEs - breaks down under sunlight and during metabolic processes into chemical components of Penta. 
Brominated flame retardants in landfilled computer junk emit pollutants into the air and water. (Photo courtesy Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition)
In addition, research shows that Deca escapes into the environment because it is not chemically bound to products to which it is added. 

Deca is used in televisions, stereos, computers, hair dryers, toasters, draperies, and upholstery fabrics. 

"This is just more evidence that the chemicals industry does not know enough about the products it markets to consumers," said Samantha Smith, director of WWF's Arctic Program. "The industry has insisted that Deca does not accumulate in the food chain. The fact that Deca is in Arctic wildlife shows that industry is wrong." 

A previous WWF study discovered the chemical in one-third of 47 Europeans tested and Deca has been found by scientists in wildlife in Germany, Japan, the United Kingdom, Sweden, the Netherlands and Norway. 

The Arctic study follows a report released last month by the Environmental Working Group, a research and advocacy organization headquartered in Washington, DC, that found high levels of PBDEs, including Deca, in household dust. 

In addition, a recent study of American women's breast milk found levels of Deca in 16 of 20 women tested, and a study from the University of Texas found a maximum level of Deca 40 times higher than industry's estimated maximum body burden for women who make their living disassembling computers that contain Deca. 

Environmentalists contend there are safe alternatives to Deca and the other PBDEs that meet fire safety standards. 

They note that Ericsson, a global manufacturer of cell phones and other electronics, has banned Deca and other PBDEs from its products and says it has found replacements at comparable cost.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Quake unblocked distant geysers 
By Dr David Whitehouse 
BBC News Online science editor 


A major earthquake in Alaska in 2002 set off lots of smaller quakes in the Yellowstone National Park more than 2,000 miles away, say scientists. 
Within hours geysers in the park changed their eruption patterns, according to the journal Geology. 

Researchers believe that earthquakes keep geysers alive by periodically shaking loose clogged channels. 

The Alaskan earthquake was one of the strongest in North America in the past 150 years. 

Thousand smaller quakes 
Robert Smith of the University of Utah his team's study shows that large earthquakes at great distances can have profound effects on the Yellowstone geysers. 

"We did not expect to see these prolonged changes in the hydrothermal system," he said. 

The geysers showed changes just a few hours after the shock waves from the 3 November Alaskan earthquake passed through. 

More than a thousand minor local earthquakes were triggered by the shock waves, many of them near hot springs and geysers. 

They altered water and steam pressure in the geysers, opened new channels and unclogged others. 

In the study, the researchers looked at the eruption patterns of 22 geysers during the winter of 2002-3, noticing that eight geysers showed major changes. 

One of them - Daisy Geyser - erupted more often but returned to its normal pattern after a few weeks. 

The geysers Castle, Plate and Plume also displayed short-term irregularities that lasted for a few days. 

"Several small hot springs, not known to have geysered before, suddenly surged into a heavy boil with eruptions as high as one metre," the researchers say. 

"The temperature at one of these springs increased rapidly from about 42C to 93C and became much more acidic than normal. 

"In the same area, another hot spring that was usually clear showed muddy, turbid water." 

Scientists once believed that an earthquake in one location could not trigger earthquakes at distant sites. 

That view was altered after the 1992 Landers Earthquake (magnitude 7.3) in California's Mojave Desert triggered a spate of quakes more than 800 miles away at Yellowstone. 

Professor Smith believes that the Alaskan quake focused its energy southeast towards Yellowstone meaning that the stresses rippling through the ground at Yellowstone were 200-300 times greater than if the quake's waves were aimed elsewhere. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain 
Environment in focus  

AUTHORITIES say they are working flat out on last minute preparations for World Environment Day, which falls on Saturday.

A series of events have been lined up by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

Celebrations will kick-off at 3pm tomorrow with an open art studio and photography competition at Raas Hayan, in Askar, from 3pm.

The event has been organised by the commission's public relations and enviro-media department. It is the first in a range of activities to mark the occasion, which is spearheaded every year around the world by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Main celebrations to mark the occasion this year will take place in Barcelona, Spain.

However, Bahrain will host its own celebrations throughout the month.

Equipment for tomorrow's event at Raas Hayan will be provided by the Bahrain Arts Society.

It will be followed on Saturday with an exhibition of the completed work at the society's gallery, in Budaiya.

It opens at 7.30pm, after which winners will be chosen and presented with prizes. The one-day exhibition is open to the public.

Meanwhile, the enviro-media department is organising another competition consisting of 30 questions all relating to marine environment and the diversity of its wildlife.

One question a day will be published in national newspapers - including the GDN - and announced on the Arabic language radio show Good Morning Bahrain.

The commission is also organising an art competition based on recycling, which is being done in collaboration with the Southern Governorate's youth committee and the Supreme Council for Women.

The competition's results will be announced at the What Do Young People Need From Environmentalists? conference, which is scheduled to take place at the Crowne Plaza, on June, 28 from 8am. The conference is open to the public.

In addition, the commission is also organising a seminar for specialists and environmentalists on marine resources in Bahrain at the conference hall of the General Directorate for the Protection of the Environment and Wildlife, in Salmabad, on June 15. It will start at 10am.

Events taking place to mark World Environment Day:

Tomorrow: Art competition at Raas Hayan, Askar, 3pm.

Saturday: Art exhibition at the Bahrain Arts Society gallery, Budaiya, 7.30pm. 

June 15: Conference for specialists on marine resources at the General Directorate for the Protection of the Environment and Wildlife, Salmabad, 10am (invitation required)

June 28: Seminar on marine resources, Crowne Plaza, 8am.
All events are open to the public unless stated otherwise.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=83207&Sn=BNEW
Jordan 
Red-Dead terms of reference to go to World Bank — minister   

DEAD SEA (JT) — A senior official on Tuesday said terms of reference for a strategic plan to save the Dead Sea from degradation will be sent to the World Bank for approval. 

Minister of Water, Irrigation and Agriculture Hazem Nasser told the International Water Demand Management Conference that the World Bank is expected to fund a $10 million feasibility study on the Red-Dead Conveyance Canal project after Jordan, the Palestinian Authority and Israel agreed on “satisfactory” terms of reference for the mega-plan. 

Nasser added that the first stage of the project, which would preserve the Dead Sea's environment, is expected to cost $1 billion. 

The Red-Dead Conveyance Canal would generate 550 megawatts and supply 850 million cubic metres (mcm) of potable water a year, according to the minister. 

Urging a swift action, Nasser warned that the diversion of Jordan River water for agricultural use is degrading the Dead Sea's level by a metre every year and causing a 330mcm loss of freshwater annually from aquifers surrounding the sea
http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/homenews/homenews6.htm
http://www.addustour.com/News/ViewSectionNews.asp?NID=74701&SID=1
is up to 561 Million cubic meters Water Shortage in Jordan 

التحديات المائية في الوطن العربي كبيرة جدا وتتطلب حلولا غير تقليدية

العجز المائي في الاردن 561 مليون متر مكعب

واصل مؤتمر ادارة الطلب على المياه اعماله امس لليوم الثالث على التوالي بعقد جلستين صباحيتين رئيسيتين الاولى بعنوان »ادارة الطلب علي المياه ـ الرؤية والجهود المبذولة »قدمها وكيل وزارة المياه والكهرباء للتخطيط والتطوير في المملكة العربية السعودية مؤتمر إدارة الطلب على المياه يواصل أعماله 
لؤي بن احمد مسلم.. والجلسة الثانية بعنوان »الاستجابة للطلب على المياه« قدمها البروفيسور توني ألين من جامعة لندن.

كما عقدت جلسات فنية شملت ادارة الطلب على المياه في القطاع الزراعي والشراكة بين القطاعين العام والخاص في ادارة قطاع المياه واعادة استخدام المياه في المناطق الحضرية وحالات دراسية وادارة الطلب على المياه في دول الشرق الاوسط وشمال افريقيا.. الى جانب تقييم الجفاف وادارته والمياه والطاقة والمسائل المتعلقة بعنوان حماية البحر الميت.

http://www.addustour.com/News/ViewSectionNews.asp?NID=74657&SID=1
الأردن يشارك بلقاء دولي في بيروت حول الأوزون 
Jordan Participation in the Ozone Meeting in Beirut 

تنعقد في العاصمة اللبنانية بيروت أعمال الاجتماع السنوي لشبكة ضبط الارتباط ومسؤولي مكاتب ومشاريع الاوزون في دول غرب اسيا واجتماعات دراسة تدوير واسترجاع المواد المستنزفة لطبقة الاوزون والمستخدمة في قطاع التبريد وتستمر الاجتماعات لغاية يوم الجمعة المقبل.

ويشارك الاردن في الاجتماع بوفد برئاسة امين عام وزارة البيئة د.يوسف الشريقي الذي اكد ان الاجتماع يهدف الى مراجعة وتقييم اداء الدول المشاركة بالشبكة في مجال التخلص من المواد المستنزفة لطبقة الاوزون.

واضاف ان الاجتماع يكتسب اهمية خاصة للاردن نظرا لتمكنه من الفوز في لجنة التحكم والتقييم المعنية بالتدقيق والمراقبة على مدى التزام الدول في تنفيذ الاتفاقية الدولية وايفائها بالتزاماتها الخاصة بالحد من الانبعاثات المضرة بالطبقة ولتعويل الاردن على الاجتماع ليكون الارضية التي ينطلق منها للحصول على مساعدات اضافية تمكنه من تنفيذ مشاريع تسهم في تطوير الصناعة الاردنية وتمكينها من امتلاك التقنيات الحديثة الرفيقة بالبيئة وغير الضارة من ناحية العمل ومتطلبات عملية الانتاج ومخرجاتها بطبقة الاوزون.

ويشارك في الوفد الاردني مساعد امين عام وزارة البيئة مسؤول مدير مشروع اوزون الاردن المهندس غازي العودات وممثل وزارة التخطيط والتعاون الدولي مسؤول قطاع البيئة فيها د.كمال خضير.

http://www.addustour.com/News/ViewSectionNews.asp?NID=74643&SID=1
Yemen 

Islam and the environment: A two-day workshop

ADEN - The Environment Protection Authority bureau in Aden organized a workshop in cooperation with the Guidance & Endowments Office to discuss Islam and the environment, and what role mosques can play in enhancing environmental awareness.  

The two-day workshop described environmental protection as a religious and national duty, and domestic environmental issues were discussed from an Islamic viewpoint. Twenty-six participants took part.

Governor of Aden Dr. Yehya Al-Shoaibi underlined the importance of Imams spreading environmental awareness in society. He added that damaging the environment is a sin, as it harms the health of human beings.

Chairman of the Aden bureau of the EPA Jamal Al-Lowzi said that the workshop came within the framework of efforts to educate people about the importance of protecting the environment.

Tenders for 20 water projects approved

AL-HODEIDAH - A committee from the Hodeidah Local Council has approved tenders for the implementation of twenty water projects, worth a total of YR 50 million.

The projects will be funded by the local councils of their respective districts. In last week’s meeting, headed by Governor Mohammed Saleh Shamlan, compliance with deadlines for implementing the projects was emphasized.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_776.html
Kuwait 
‏EPA Requests  KISR to study Environmental problems in the  Um Al-Haiman area ‏   
‏Environment Public Authority (EPA) General ‏   ‏Director Dr. Mohammad Al-Sarawi said that the EPA awsked on Tuesday the Kuwait ‏   ‏Institute for Scientific Researches (KISR) to conduct immediate survey study ‏   ‏for Ali Al-Salem Al-Sabah area "Um Al-Haiman".‏   ‏ Al-Sarawi, in press conference, said that the KISR's officials showed a ‏   ‏full readiness to make this study and they pointing out that it will take six ‏   ‏months.‏   ‏ The housing Um Al-Haiman area is located near the industrial Al-Shuaiba ‏   ‏area that fear the people living there to face air pollution producing by the ‏   ‏factories. (end)‏   

http://www.kuna.net.kw/English/Story.asp?DSNO=637110
UAE 
Zayed's progressive environment policies pay rich dividends 

The Times, London has published an article Sweetness on the desert air on the breath-taking scenery of Sir Bani Yas Island and the tireless efforts of President His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan to protect the environment.

Excerpts from the article.

Grazing on an island in the Arabian Gulf there are creatures that owe their existence to one particularly enlightened man. Thirty years ago the Arabian oryx and the mountain gazelle were pin-ups of the conservation movement, up there with giant pandas and blue whales, the surviving examples were counted in tens.

Now they are to be found in their thousands on the island, roaming the forests of table-topped ghaf trees and browsing on Rhodes grass.

When the remnants of Alexander the Great's forces charted this region in the 4th century BC, they found strange beasts and spice-laden trees, flora and fauna of unimaginable richness. 

But this Eden was not to last.

By the time of our Renaissance, these discoveries of antiquity had mostly succumbed to deforestation, desertification and climate change that began to take effect along the Gulf coast. 

Plants withered, animals died, birds fled, until a few decades ago the island was lifeless rock and sand. What the visitor to Sir Bani Yas sees today is all new or, at least, renewed: planted, introduced, watered and fed – even the mangroves. The island is a 230 sq km garden into which nine million gallons of water are poured each day, pumped via an undersea pipeline from a solar-powered desalination plant on the mainland.

The trees, mostly acacias, have nitrogen-fixing roots which, along with their leaf litter, transform sand into fertile compost. Before long a shrubby and herbaceous understorey establishes itself. The transplanted animals go native. Birds that were once migrant visitors decide to stay. The vegetation generates evapotranspiration: Sir Bani Yas is palpably humid. Ecologists say one day it will even be possible to turn off the tap. 

This transformation has come about through the vision of one man: President His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and the island is a microcosm and test-bed of what one leading British conservationist has described as "the most radical and progressive environmental policy of any modern nation". 

In fact, Sheikh Zayed decided to make a garden not just of this private paradise but of his entire country. 

But nobody is trying to import some designer landscape. The country's new environmentalism is practical, all-pervasive, and happening. 

You have only to drive from the airport to Abu Dhabi city and note the impact of greening on the lone and level sands to realise that these people are reconstructing their environment both in its broadest sense and right down to the details. 

And they are doing it on the model of Sir Bani Yas – with plants that ultimately form natural, self-sustaining communities. 

The President has a lifelong love of nature and gardens inspired by his early years in the oasis. Unlike most of us, it is rooted not in leisure, amenity or ornament, but in survival: learn to respect and husband plant life, or perish. 

On coming to power in the early 1970s, Sheikh Zayed decided to democratise the privileges of the oasis. 

The best use he could find for oil within this vision was to put it to work securing water and fertility and developing Arabia's live rather than fossil resources.

Since then, most settled areas of the country have been plumbed in to desalination plants and citizens have become eligible for a gift of land, water and plants. 

Similar efforts have gone into conserving or re-creating what were once the signature ecosystems of the Gulf. The President continues to plan and plant.
http://www.gulf-news.com/
Syria 
الاحتفال باليوم العالمي للبيئة في الخامس من حزيران 

Syria celebrations in the World Environment Day

أقر برنامج الأمم المتحدة للبيئة «اليونيب» شعاراً هذا العام للاحتفال بيوم البيئة العالمي «البحار والمحيطات مطلوبة.. حية أو ميتة» الذي سيتم في الخامس من حزيران الحالي. 

وبهذه المناسبة أعدت وزارة الادارة المحلية والبيئة احتفالاً مركزياً في محافظة طرطوس يتضمن إلقاء محاضرات توعية حول العديد من المشكلات البيئية في المنطقة الساحلية وبشكل خاص بالتلوث البحري في أكثر دول المتوسط الناتج عن مصبات مياه الصرف الصحي المصروفة مباشرة الى البحر بدون معالجة اضافة لنواتج مخلفات وسائط النقل البحري وناقلات النفط، وما يلقى من الطائرات.. وغيرها من الأمور التي جعلت النظام الايكولوجي (البيئي) للبحر المتوسط متدهوراً وأصبحت معظم كائناته مهددة بالانقراض وسيقيم فرعا الشبيبة والطلائع في محافظة طرطوس حملات نظافة وتوعية بالحدائق العامة والساحات الرئيسية والشوارع بمشاركة جهات عامة والجمعيات الأهلية. ‏ 

هذا وتستعد جميع مديريات البيئة في المحافظات بتحضير برامجها للاحتفال بهذا اليوم من خلال العديد من الأنشطة التي تتناسب مع المشكلات البيئية في كل محافظة والمتمثلة بعقد ندوات وإقامة معارض بيئية تظهر من خلالها محتوى شعار يوم البيئة العالمي لهذا العام. ‏ 

http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20040601211742
Oman 

The Municipality Plants 1000 Hectares of Mangroves 

البلديات تنفذ مشروع استزراع أشجار القرم
1000 هكتار تحتضن 170 ألف شجرة فـي مختلف المناطق 

تتميز السلطنة بسواحل تمتد لمسافة 3165 كلم وهي غنية ومتنوعة بمواردها الطبيعية التي يعود استخدامها الى العهود القديمة حيث تتميز البيئة البحرية فـي السلطنة بوجود غابات كثيفة من أشجار القرم التي كانت تغطي جزءا هاما من السواحل والجزر وتعتبر من النظم البيئية الهامة لمكونات المنطقة الساحلية.

وكان التجار العمانيون يجوبون ببضائعهم كافة ارجاء المنطقة العربية وذلك لبيع أو مبادلة سلعهم والتي من بينها أخشاب أشجار القرم التي استخدمها الانسان العماني قديما لاغراض كثيرة مثل بناء المساكن والوقود وعلف الحيوانات بالاضافة الى استخدام جذورها فـي تحضير الكثير من العقاقير الطبية.

ونظرا لاهمية أشجار القرم فـي السلطنة لكونها بيئة مهمة للعديد من الكائنات البحرية بالاضافة الى كونها مناطق ذات منظر طبيعي رائع وجذاب وفـي سبيل تحقيق المحافظة وصون أشجار القرم فـي السلطنة من التدهور قامت وزارة البلديات الاقليمية والبيئة وموارد المياه بالتعاون مع وكالة التعاون الدولي اليابانية "جايكا" بتنفيذ مشروع استزراع أشجار القرم وتأهيل الاخوار وذلك بدءا من ابريل 2000م.

http://www.omandaily.com/
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

I have got a lot of stuff here today, and we have to be out of here in 19 minutes.  So, we’ll run through it.

**Iraq
Speaking to the press this morning in Baghdad, Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser said that now the Government has been announced, it will be up to the Iraqi people to judge how good a government it is.

They will make up their mind, he said, based on what the Government does and says in the critical months ahead.

Brahimi said he believes that this Government includes within it people who represent many trends in the Iraqi society.

He added that it responds to a large extent, though not 100 per cent, to what he’s heard from the Iraqi people -– a government composed of experienced and honest people that are not related in a narrow meaning to their political parties.

The overall makeup is reflective of a sometimes extremely difficult negotiation process, with hard but realistic compromises having to be made, Brahimi explained.

Mr. Brahimi has now left Iraq, and is on his way back to New York.

We have the official transcript of his remarks in Baghdad today upstairs in my office.

After a country-wide process of nomination, the selection for the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq has now been completed and the establishment of the Commission was announced yesterday by the Coalition Provisional Authority.

The Electoral Commission, which will be the exclusive electoral authority throughout Iraq during the transitional period, will be autonomous and non-partisan and fully independent of the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government.

By the end of the week, we expect the UN electoral team to have more information on this from Baghdad.

**Security Council - Iraq
As you know, the Security Council held nearly three hours of consultations starting 5 p.m. yesterday on a new draft resolution on Iraq.

Those discussions are expected to continue at the expert level.

Tomorrow, the Council is expected to meet with the Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations this morning on the programme of work and other matters.

The Council President for June, Ambassador Lauro Baja of the Philippines, will brief you on that programme at 1 p.m. here in Room 226.

**Democratic Republic of Congo – Fighting in Bukavu
According to the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, this morning the town of Bukavu in the east of the country, was taken by dissident forces from the former Rassemblement Congolais pour la Democratie-Goma (known by its acronym RCD-Goma).

The town is now effectively controlled by the forces of General Nkunda and the dissident deputy regional military commander Colonel Mutebutsi.

The national Congolese army forces have either fled the city or sought refuge with the 1,300 United Nations troops still stationed in Bukavu.

While there is no fighting at present, massive looting is taking place.  The World Food Programme’s warehouse has been sacked and the UNHCR premises have been attacked.

The UN refugee agency is also reporting that some 50 more people crossed the border from Bukavu into Rwanda this morning, joining some 2,000 who fled late last week after the fighting began.

Today, demonstrations have taken place around UN headquarters in Kisangani and in the capital, Kinshasa, with demonstrators expressing anger that a rebel group has been able to take control of Bukavu.  In Kisangani, a UN building and a vehicle were torched.  No casualties have been reported, though the driver of the vehicle remains missing.  In the capital, two UN vehicles were set on fire.  No casualties have been reported there and calm has been restored with the assistance of the Congolese police.

Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, is expected to brief the Security Council on the situation in the DRC this morning, under other matters.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman on the DRC:

“The Secretary-General was deeply concerned by the outbreak of fighting in the Bukavu area leading to an outflow of refugees and internally displaced persons.  He calls on all parties concerned to put an immediate end to the hostilities and strictly abide by the ceasefire.  The Secretary-General encourages the Transitional Government to address the issue in a consensual manner and reaffirms the UN Mission’s availability to assist in this regard.

“The Secretary-General also calls on all concerned to ensure the safety and security of all United Nations and international personnel in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.”

**Cyprus
In his report to the Security Council on the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus, the Secretary-General says he remains convinced that, in the absence of a comprehensive settlement, the presence of the UN peacekeeping force on the island continues to be necessary for the maintenance of the ceasefire.

He goes on to say that, following the watershed referenda vote of 24 April, and as part of an overall reappraisal of the UN peace activities in Cyprus, he intends to conduct a review of the peacekeeping mission’s mandate, force levels and concept of operations, in light of developments on the ground, the positions of the parties and any views the Security Council might have.

The Secretary-General will submit to the Council, within three months, recommendations on the adjustments or restructuring that may be required.

Meanwhile, he recommends that the Council extends the mission mandate for a further six months, until 15 December this year.  The full report is out on the racks.

**Cyprus Good Offices
The Secretary-General’s report on his Cyprus good offices will be released tomorrow.  That’s a separate report.

**UNRWA – School Shooting Protest
The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near-East –- better known as UNRWA –- has condemned a shooting at one of its schools which wounded two boys -– one of them seriously.

UNRWA says the incident occurred yesterday when an Israeli tank opened fire on a district neighbouring the Al-Umariye Elementary Boys’ School.

Several shots hit the school, with one of them entering a classroom and wounding the boys.

UNRWA will protest this incident in the strongest possible terms to the Israeli authorities.  We have more in a press release upstairs.

**Security Council - Counter-Terrorism Committee
There is a note by the President of the Security Council announcing the names of the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Counter-Terrorism Committee.

The Chair is Russian Ambassador Alexander Konuzin.

**Sierra Leone Special Court
On Sierra Leone, the first trial of the Sierra Leone Special Court is scheduled to commence tomorrow.

There is a statement from Justice Emmanuel Olayinka Ayoola, the Court’s President, saying he is determined to ensure that the Special Court fulfils its promise and strives to complete its judicial activities without delay.

The Special Court was set up jointly by the Government of Sierra Leone and the United Nations.  It is mandated to try those who bear the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian law and Sierra Leonean law committed in the territory of Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996.

As of June 2004, 11 persons associated with all three of the country's former warring factions stand indicted by the Special Court.

**Côte d’Ivoire
On Côte d’Ivoire, as part of a series of diplomatic consultations in order to get the peace process back on track and the Government functioning, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre, has been holding a series of meetings.

He travelled to Bouake yesterday to meet with the leader of the rebel group Forces Nouvelles, Guilaume Soro.  He has held a number of other meetings with the head of State, Prime Minister, diplomats and various political and civil society representatives.

**UNEP/Olympics
On the Olympics, the UN Environment Programme has signed an agreement with the organizers of this year’s summer Olympics to boost the environmental profile of the Games.

The agreement includes joint public awareness and educational campaigns, and a detailed compilation of the environmental challenges and achievements of all aspects of the Games.

As well, UNEP will be establishing contact with the five cities short-listed for the 2012 Summer Olympic Games to discuss how the environment can feature high in their proposals.  We have more information on that in a press release.

**UN University/Governing Council
Fourteen new members have been appointed to the UnitedNationsUniversity’s governing Council.

The Council is the governing body of the University.

The new appointees, who replace 14 retiring members of the 24-member Council, will serve for a term of six years, until 2010.

The appointments were made by the Secretary-General and Koïchiro Matsuura, the Director-General of UNESCO, in consultation with various UN agencies.  We have the full list upstairs.

**Nane Annan/Adopt-a-Mission
This morning, Nane Annan spoke to some 250 students from six New York City middle schools who were visiting the UN Headquarters as part of a programme called “Adopt-a-Mission”.

It aims to educate children about the work of the United Nations through class work, guided tours of the UN, and visits to Permanent Missions to the UN.

The programme was initiated by the UN Association of the US.

Mrs. Annan welcomed the students and showed slides from some of the UN projects she has visited while travelling with the Secretary-General.

**FAO/Bioenergy
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today called for the urgent integration of bioenergy into agricultural and forestry programmes.

FAO says that bioenergy is an environmentally friendly, cost-effective and locally available source of energy.

It includes fuel-wood and charcoal, energy crops such as sugar cane, and agricultural and forestry residues, and is used to produce energy in forms including heat, ethanol, and bioelectricity.

FAO says bioenergy is often neglected by policy makers despite the fact that its production and use contributes to poverty alleviation and food security, and can help reduce land degradation and mitigate climate change.

We have more on that upstairs.

**Information Security Meeting
A reminder that the “2004 Annual Information Security Meeting” will be held here at Headquarters tomorrow.

Topics up for discussion include potential security concerns and solutions, and the role of information security in support of business.

Speakers include Marjatta Rasi, the President of the Economic and Social Council, and Ambassador Victor Camilleri, the chairperson of the UN Working Group on Informatics.

The meeting will be held in Conference Room 2, and runs from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

We have more on that upstairs.

**Press Conference today
Press conferences:  Immediately following this briefing, and I understand she’s already in the Protocol Room right next door, is Shirin Ebadi, the 2003 Nobel Peace Laureate.  And she will be holding a press conference in this room, giving you a presentation on Women, Democracy and Islam.

I’m sorry, first she’ll talk to you in this room, and then she’ll speak on Women, Democracy and Islam in Conference Room 3 starting at 1:15 p.m.  Two separate events.

**Press Conference tomorrow
And finally, at 11:15 tomorrow, the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr. Tassos Papadopoulos, will have a press conference in this room.

Now, Aburrahim?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Is there an end date pegged to Brahimi’s mission in Iraq now?  And...

Spokesman:  Today.

Question:  Sorry?

Spokesman:  Well, I mean, he’s left Iraq.  And so he’ll be coming here.  The Security Council may want to hear from him.  We’re waiting to hear from them on that.  The Secretary-General and the Security Council members will be going on a retreat this weekend, Friday and Saturday.  So there is a chance Mr. Brahimi will be pressed into service to go to that retreat.  So he’ll be busy here at Headquarters.  And I think the rest is in the hands of the Iraqis and the CPA, as they work out the details of the transition.

Question:  Do you have any idea if he’ll be going back to Iraq at some point, or that’s it, now he’s done with Iraq?

Spokesman:  I don’t think we can say one way or the other.  I am not aware of any plans he has at this time to return to Iraq.

Question:  And just a quick one on the draft resolution; based on any discussions that the SG may have had with the Americans and the British, the draft resolution talks about the end of the mandate of the Multinational Force and it pegs it to the end, to the completion of the political process.  What’s the SG’s understanding of what that actually means?

Spokesman:  I can’t discuss a draft resolution when it’s under consideration by the Security Council.  Sorry, I can’t answer that question.  Yes, Laura?

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any comment on the dissolving of the Saudi Arabian charities (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  No.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, is the Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari travelling alone or is he travelling with a delegation, and how long is he going to be in New York?

Spokesman:  You’ll have to ask the Iraqi mission that.  I don’t know whether he’s travelling with a delegation.  I think he is the principal who is expected to meet with the Security Council members tomorrow.  Any other details you’d have to get from the Iraqis.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  Two questions:  One, I just wondered if there was any form of final preparation going over with the Secretariat now for what looks like an eventual, I’m trying to remember the exact words, but “leading role” in sorting out the conference and so forth in Iraq.  There seems to be a large role going to the UN, with the comment “as circumstances permit”, and I just wondered what preparations there were in the Secretariat before that role?  Just on another thing:  I missed some of the details of what’s been happening in the Congo, and it sounds quite serious.  Why was the UN peacekeeping force unable to stop any of this from happening?

Spokesman:  On the Congo first.  The 1,300 or whatever peacekeepers that are in Bukavu in the judgement of the head of the Mission were not militarily capable, nor were they ever intended under their mandate, to fight a war with these parties.  So if you have one party violating the agreement, taking over a town, and carrying out wholesale looting, that’s a problem that will have to be sorted out among the parties with the assistance of the United Nations Mission.  But we’re not going to start battling one or another of them.

Question:  But doesn’t that just bring us back to the string of failures and everything that went wrong with peacekeeping in the early ‘90s?  And I suppose we have the Brahimi report which says, “we’re not going to accept mandates which don’t equip us to do our job properly in these areas”, and again we’re in a situation where you’ve got 1,300 UN troops stationed in a town and the town goes (inaudible), and the UN can’t do anything about it.  Doesn’t that say something about...(interrupted).

Spokesman:  No.  No...(interrupted).

Question:  ...the nature of missions that the UN is accepting?

Spokesman:  No.  No, no, no.  The mandate was not to make war.  The mandate was based on a peace agreement.  Here the peace agreement has been violently breached.  It’s for the parties to sort out.  Once they can sort out their differences and reaffirm their peace agreement, then there is a role for the UN.  When war breaks out, the role of peacekeepers ends.  What was your first question, I am sorry?  [He later added that the UN was also mandated to protect the civilian population, which the peacekeepers in Bukava had effectively done.]

Question:  Was there some preparations for the leading role in Iraq?

Spokesman:  I can’t go into too much detail here, but for several months now, we have been preparing for the possible return of UN international staff, looking at possible headquarters premises and negotiating with possible troop contributors to the Multinational Force who would assume special responsibility for the security of UN staff.  But any return would certainly be contingent on the security situation in Iraq improving from where it is today.  So on a contingency basis, planning is going full speed ahead for a return on 1 July or sometime thereafter, should local conditions permit.

Question:  I’m just trying to understand this:  So the UN has been negotiating with potential possible troop contributors to the UN protection force, is that correct?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  Okay, that flies in the face of what was said before, because it was always said before that this was not being done by the UN.  But now the UN is negotiating.  So I was wondering what progress you were making?  Have you got any sense of the countries that are... (interrupted)?

Spokesman:  No, we’ve had detailed discussions of how to protect our staff in Iraq.  And the concept that emerges is that within the Multinational Force and integrated within its chain of command there would be one unit designated to take responsibility for close protection and perimeter security for the UN.  And we have been talking to a number of, well, a number of troop contributors have come forward to us saying they would be interested in assuming this responsibility.  So we’ve been talking to them about the details, and I can’t obviously give you any.

Now, we’re out of time.  We’re one minute over time, so let me take Bennie.

Question:  Okay, two quick ones:  A) Does Brahimi intend to be on that retreat to formally brief the Security Council?  Secondly, is there any progress on the Special Representative nominated by the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  Brahimi is at the disposal of the Council.  So should they ask him to brief them, I think he’d be happy to do that.  And I don’t yet have any indication of whether they would waive that request, should he be able to attend the retreat.  I mean, that would be the Council’s call.  I am sorry, my mind is a sieve here...your?

Question:  The Special Representative?

Spokesman:  No, there is nothing to announce on a Special Representative at this time.  Mr. Abbadi, quickly please.

Question:  Fred, on “oil-for-food” programme, Mr. Sevan has written an e-mail that is the subject of the press today, where he intends to defend the Organization while criticizing the Security Council, which is part of the Organization.  Can you ask him to come to the press and...(interrupted)?

Spokesman:  No, absolutely not.  Those issues are matters for the Volcker panel to investigate.  This was a personal e-mail to friends who had sent him messages of support.  I am not going to comment on its contents; it was never intended to be made public and the rest is up to Volcker.  Yes, sir?

Question:  The Turkish-Cypriot side changed the regulation to allow EU citizens, including Greek-Cypriots, to pass through the north without passports.  And also they agreed to reopen the middle school in (inaudible) for Greek-Cypriots.  How do you see these steps and why were they not reflected in the latest (inaudible) ...accord?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  It’s probably a matter of timing.  I’d have to get back to you with those details.  (To correspondents still raising their hands) You’re questioning me now, okay.  We’re three minutes late.  Yes, your question?

Question:  Any word on the (inaudible)...in Afghanistan?  Any information on that?

Spokesman:  No, I have nothing on that.

Question:  I mean, if Sevan, if he doesn’t want to make it public but when you send out a personal e-mail on such a hot profile issue, you know it’s going to get out.  What’s he trying to say, because obviously we can’t expect him to be here and it’s under the Volcker thing?  He does talk about the UN, the Security Council, in your sense, you’ve seen it, what is he trying to tell the world?

Spokesman:  He spoke to friends in a private e-mail.  There will be no official comment by me on anything he said in that e-mail.  It was not intended to be made public.  To go into the public domain is to pre-empt Mr. Volcker’s investigation.

(To a correspondent still waiving for attention)  No.  Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��The News International - (Pakistan ) - World Environment Day on 5th�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Seas" ��The Nation (Thailand) - Activist calls for clean seas� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Olympics" ��UN News Centre - UN environmental agency signs accord for ‘clean’ Athens Olympics�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Commitment" ��ENS - Athens Summer Olympics Signs Environmental Commitment� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Awareness" ��ENN - Agreement to Boost Environmental Awareness at Summer Olympics Signed by UNEP and Athens�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Games" ��GamesBids.com - Environment Key To Future Olympic Games��� HYPERLINK  \l "MOU" ��SportSpecific.com - Athens Olympics: ATHENS 2004 – UNEP sign Memorandum of Understanding�


� HYPERLINK  \l "World" ��Hellenic News - As the World churns�


� HYPERLINK  \l "PNUMA" ��La Bolsa.com - El PNUMA firma un acuerdo con los organizadores griegos de las Olimpiadas para garantizar una 'Atenas limpia'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��World Economic Forum - World Economic Forum Launches 'Africa Water Project Exchange' A Unique Matchmaking Service to Create Partnerships on Water Projects Across the Continent�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Disasters" �� IRIN New – Resilient communities have the capacity to face natural disasters�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Program" ��Norwich Bulletin - Brooklyn kids to attend environmental program� 
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