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The New Zealand Herald

Pacific states spotlight the 'dirty dozen'

03.03.05

Delegates from New Zealand, Australia and 12 other Pacific nations met in Wellington yesterday for a three-day workshop on how to reduce contamination by persistent organic pollutants (POPs) such as dioxins.

Meeting Stockholm Convention guidelines on POPs is on the agenda at the meeting co-hosted by the Environment Ministry and the United Nations Environment Programme.

The 12 common chemicals - known as the dirty dozen - contribute to cancer, birth defects and other health problems, and can stay in the environment for 100 years.

New Zealand bureaucrats will highlight ways to collect obsolete agrichemicals, clean contaminated sites, and set national environmental standards banning activities that release dioxins and other toxins into the air.

Case studies at the workshop will include the clean-up of New Zealand's most contaminated site, the former Fruitgrowers Chemical Company land at Mapua, near Nelson, and bans such as on burning of tyres or oil in the open.

The 2001 Stockholm Convention requires signatory countries to commit to a long-term effort to reduce or eliminate health and environmental risks from specific chemicals. New Zealand ratified it last year.

The target chemicals include polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB), dioxins and furans, and nine organochlorine pesticides: aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, mirex, hexachlorobenzene and toxaphene.

New Zealand has said it will reduce dioxin emissions, and clean up contaminated sites and waste pesticides, as well as banning the manufacture and use of the pesticides.

- NZPA
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Waves 'brought waste to Somalia' 

	
The tsunami crashed through many fishermen's homes


Tsunami waves could have spread illegally dumped nuclear waste and other toxic waste on Somalia's coast, a United Nations spokesman has said. 

Nick Nuttall of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) told the BBC that December's tsunami appeared to have broken barrels and scattered waste. 

Mr Nuttall said a preliminary UN report had found that Somalis in the northern areas were falling sick as a result. 

Some firms have been dumping waste off Somalia's coast for years, the UN says. 

It says international companies have been taken advantage of the fact that Somalia had no functioning government from the early 1990s until recently. 

Cancer link 

"It appears that the tsunami broke open the containers and scattered a lot of these toxic substances around," Mr Nuttall told the BBC's Focus on Africa programme. 
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We need to see if there needs to be a clean-up, whether top soils have to be removed and disposed of safely 

Nick Nuttall


"We are talking about radioactive chemicals, heavy metals, medical waste.. you name it," he said. 

Mr Nuttall said that reports from the tsunami-hit areas in northern Somalia had found that some local villagers there had mouth bleeds and haemorrhages. 

He said that some of the hazardous wastes had been linked with cancer. 

"We know this hazardous waste is on the land and is being blown around in the air and being carried to villages. 
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"There is also a possibility - which needs to be urgently investigated - about whether some of these chemicals have got into the coastal waters. 

However, the spokesman said the UNEP needed to asses the full impact for the country. 

He said that the waste posed significant danger to Somalia's fishing industry and also local marine life. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Bangkok Post

UN unveils B345m recovery programme 


ANJIRA ASSAVANONDA 
The United Nations yesterday unveiled a US$9 million (345 million baht) rehabilitation programme for people in tsunami-hit areas of Thailand.

Hafiz A. Pasha, regional director for Asia and the Pacific of the UN Development Programme, said the money was intended for long-term recovery. It would come from several UN agencies, including the UNDP, the Food and Agriculture Organisation, United Nations Environment Programme, International Labour Organisation, and International Organisation for Migration.

The project would work in the areas of livelihood, shelter and environment and would include micro-finance management and sustainable ecology.

The focus would be on the hardest-hit villages in the three provinces of Phangnga, Phuket and Krabi.

''We're approving the plan for cleaning up the coral reefs, and we also have programmes to restore livelihoods of fishing communities in 11 villages in Phangnga province,'' said Mr Pasha, who was at the end of a two-week trip through the hardest-hit areas in Asia.

He was impressed by the relief work done by the government in the first two months of the crisis. The country had resolved problems of providing relief shelters, clearing the devastated areas and rebuilding.

''The emphasis now seems to be shifting from relief work to the issues of long-term recovery, such as livelihood, permanent shelter the environment and so on,'' he said.

A continued focus was needed on provision of basic necessities like food, water and electricity supplies.

Mr Pasha visited devastated Khao Lak in Phangnga's Takua Pa district on Tuesday. Discussions there included alternative job training and technical assistance such as solar energy on some islands, assessment of coral reef damage and fisheries.

He estimated the damage in the region as close to $10 billion.

Recovery efforts would normally take 3-5 years, he said. ''But I believe that Thailand could do it faster.''

One point the government should take into account while moving into the recovery phase ''is the issue of ensuring that efforts are made for disaster mitigation'', Mr Pasha said.

''Resettlement should be done with full cooperation of the people involved and they should be given an opportunity to decide on their own future.''
___________________________________________________________________________________
a2gay.uk

Environmental Agency Steps UP Battle Against Marine Pollution
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It covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes that are being moved from one country to another.



	


Coastal pollution, including plastic waste, discarded lead-acid batteries and used oils and lubricants, will come under renewed attack under a new agreement signed by the United Nations environmental agency and an international treaty body controlling hazardous wastes.

The Memorandum of Understanding, signed last week in Nairobi, Kenya, by the UN Environment Programme UNEP

Regional Seas Programme and the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, seeks to raise awareness on hazardous waste and marine pollution.

The main area of cooperation is the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes in order to prevent coastal and marine pollution and the two organizations will support each other with technical and legal training.

The Basel Convention is the world's most comprehensive environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. 

It has over 160 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment from the inappropriate management of hazardous and other wastes.

The Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. 

It covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes that are being moved from one country to another.

Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse

March 2, 2005 Wednesday 6:25 PM Eastern Time

HEADLINE: S. KOREA, CHINA START YELLOW SEA ECOSYSTEM PROJECT

DATELINE: SEOUL, March 2

BODY:
South Korea and China launched a joint ecological project Wednesday to preserve the sea that lies between the two countries, Seoul officials said.

The program, dubbed "the Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem Project," is crucial for conserving the Yellow Sea surrounded by large population and fast-growing industrial centers, the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries said. 

"The project conforms with South Korea's policy goal of preserving the environment to ensure sustainable economic growth," Vice Maritime Affairs Minister Kang Moo-hyun said.

Under the US$24.29 million program, South Korean and Chinese researchers will conduct on-site research on five major areas -- undersea resources, ecology, pollution, investment, ecological diversity -- in the Yellow Sea until 2009.

The collected data will be used to determine which course of action the two countries should take to preserve the ecosystem of the sea.

The project calls for Seoul to foot $2.08 million of the total, with Beijing shelling out $6.57 million. The remainder will be provided by the Global Environment Facility (GEF).

The GEF, established by the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environmental Programme in 1990, provides grants and concessional funds to developing countries to finance programs to protect the environment.

(Yonhap)

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Emirates

March 2, 2005

HEADLINE: U.A.E.: UN-AIDED WEBSITE TO HELP TAP PULSE OF GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

BODY:


The UAE will soon have an environmental data portal to help scientists share information in real-time to make quick decisions. The project, called Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative (AGEDI), was recently launched by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA). 

The United Nations Environment Programme is collaborating and the ERWDA has asked UAE University to develop the portal. The university's College of Information Technology was given the task of developing the portal, a UAE University official said, according to the Gulf News yesterday.

The ERWDA and the UN agency are working together to address the need to improve environmental data infrastructure. The AGEDI project will simplify and increase the efficiency of information processing. The official said the portal will provide timely quality data and information to help and guide the process of development planning and implementation in the country.

Phase I of the portal is available online at http:/ /www.agedi.ae. The development team includes Dr Harmain Harmain, Kamal Zellag, Waddah Kudaimi, Junaid Aziz and Ahmad Shehab.

'We are proud of our relationship with ERWDA and grateful for the opportunity to work with them on such an exciting project,' said Dr Maitha Al Shamsi, Associate Provost for Research at the university.

(The Emirates News Agency, WAM)

____________________________________________________________________________________

Herald Sun (Melbourne, Australia)

March 1, 2005 Tuesday

HEADLINE: Natural tsunami block

BODY:
COUNTRIES hit by the Indian Ocean tsunami should plant trees along their coastlines and prohibit rebuilding too close to the sea, the United Nations says.

The UN Environment Program said anecdotal evidence and satellite photography showed mangrove forests, peat swamps and other coastal vegetation functioned as a natural barrier against the December 26 waves triggered by an earthquake off Sumatra.

LOAD-DATE: February 28, 2005

____________________________________________________________________________________
BusinessWorld

March 3, 2005, Thursday

HEADLINE: Environmental forum set

BODY:
 The "Greening the Financial Sector Forum II," to be held on March 11 at the Dusit Hotel Nikko in Makati City, brings together the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), the International Finance Corporation (IFC), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB), along with local banks and financial institution to tackle issues concerning good environmental governance.

The forum will communicate the importance of good environmental governance as a key element of good corporate citizenship, and more importantly, of sound business management. It will also cover best-of-practices on environmental due diligence, environmental performance indicators, and environmental capital budgeting.

The Association of Development Financing in Asia and the Pacific (ADFIAP) and the Asia-Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption and Production (APRSCP) are the co-organizers of the forum, in partnership with UNEP, IFC, Development of the Philippines (DBP), and Land Bank of the Philippines.

Supporting organizers are the Chamber of Thrift Banks (CTB) and the Bank Marketing Association of the Philippines (BMAP).

The keynote speech will be delivered by Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas assistant governor Diwa C. Guinigundo. Plantersbank chairman and chief executive officer and current ADFIAP chair Jesus P. Tambunting and APRSCP chair and president Dr. Olivia Castillo will be the opening speakers.

____________________________________________________________________________________________


Thai Press Reports

March 3, 2005

HEADLINE: INDONESIA ANNOUNCES CONSTRUCTION BAN IN COASTAL AREAS

BODY:



Section: Regional News - The Indonesian government has promulgated a building bill for coastal areas, local media said. 


Under the bill, the construction of houses will be banned within a 1.5 kilometre distance from the seaside in order to minimise the impact of natural disasters such as tsunami and tidal waves in the future.

Earlier, the United Nations' environment programme recommended last December's tsunami-hit countries to plant trees along the seaside and to ban house-building in coastal areas in order to protect the ecological system.

The December 26 earthquake and its subsequent tsunamis left nearly 300,000 people dead and missing in 11 countries. - VNA

____________________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 03 March 2005

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news


Pacific states spotlight the 'dirty dozen'

New Zealand Herald, New Zealand, 3 March 2005 - Delegates from New Zealand, Australia and 12 other Pacific nations met in Wellington yesterday for a three-day workshop on how to reduce contamination by persistent organic pollutants (POPs) such as dioxins.

Meeting Stockholm Convention guidelines on POPs is on the agenda at the meeting co-hosted by the Environment Ministry and the United Nations Environment Programme. 
The 12 common chemicals - known as the dirty dozen - contribute to cancer, birth defects and other health problems, and can stay in the environment for 100 years.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/index.cfm?c_id=1&ObjectID=10113308 

TSUNAMI AFTERMATH / REHABILITATION FUNDS 
UN unveils B345m recovery programme 
Bangkok Post, 3 March 2005 (ANJIRA ASSAVANONDA) - The United Nations yesterday unveiled a US$9 million (345 million baht) rehabilitation programme for people in tsunami-hit areas of Thailand.
Hafiz A. Pasha, regional director for Asia and the Pacific of the UN Development Programme, said the money was intended for long-term recovery. It would come from several UN agencies, including the UNDP, the Food and Agriculture Organisation, United Nations Environment Programme, International Labour Organisation, and International Organisation for Migration.
The project would work in the areas of livelihood, shelter and environment and would include micro-finance management and sustainable ecology.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/03Mar2005_news16.php 
Alpine ski resort aims to leave no tracks - Luxury in the face of climate change and less snow than before 
Bangkok Post, 3 March 2005 (HEATHER TIMMONS) - The future of European ski resorts _ or so some environmentalists hope _ may well be found in five 2.5m white geodesic-dome tents perched 1,700m up a mountain in the Swiss Alps.
Accessible only on foot or on skis, these one- and two-person insulated tents, anchored to wooden platforms, are designed to leave absolutely no trace when they are pulled up in the spring. They have no plumbing or electricity, but each has a highly efficient wood stove. They are grouped around a restored 19th-century farmhouse that has a solar shower and generator-powered electricity for just a few hours each day.
….According to a UN Environment Programme study, the snowline in the Alps could rise as much as 300m during this century. Resorts that are only 180m below Whitepod's altitude including the lower slopes of Villars may no longer have enough snow to be viable ski areas in 30 to 50 years, the report said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/en/Horizons/03Mar2005_hori98.php 

Escap faces major task to refute critics 
Bangkok Post, 3 March 2005 (ACHARA ASHAYAGACHAT) - The UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (Escap) has ambitious tasks to fulfill under a Korean chief who was given another two years to run what critics deride as a talk-shop.
But Kim Hak-su, Escap executive secretary, points to such work as the post-tsunami mission to counter such criticisms. 
The mission is a huge undertaking for the 62-member UN agency, which is working with other multilateral organisations, including the World Bank, on an economic revitalisation scheme for tsunami-hit countries.
Another task was to work with the Thailand-based Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC) and similar centres in Indonesia and India to connect multi-hazard early warning systems to a global network, said Mr Kim, recently reappointed by secretary-general Kofi Annan to head the UN regional body for another two years from this July.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/03Mar2005_news20.php 

____________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA BRIEFING
Qatar

GCC environmental prizes are announced 

THE annual GCC environmental prizes were yesterday announced by Mohamed Jassim al-Maslamani, a member of the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves.
 The awards are given each year for best environmental practices.
The function was also attended by Ali al-Haidous and Ahmed Abdulrahman, both members of the council, and Dr Rashid Saad al-Matwi from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture.
The coveted pan-GCC prize for the best research in the field of environment went to Khalid Mohamed al-Duwaliya and others of King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology.
The prize carries a cash component of QR50,000 besides a shield and citation. The prize-winning research dealt with water leakage in the Riyadh water network.
Mohamed Matar Dabit al-Dousari was chosen the environment personality for 2003-04 in Qatar. He gets a shield and certificate.
The Tissue Culture Laboratory, under the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture, was awarded the prize for the best education institution or research institution in Qatar.
Qatar Radio’s You and the environment was chosen the best awareness programme.
Qatar General Water and Electricity Company was named the industrial establishment with the best environmental practices in Qatar.
The GCC judging panel is headed by GCC secretary-general HE Abdulrahman al-Attiyah. 
Besides a vice-chairman and a rapporteur, the GCC board includes one member from each member state.
Qatar’s representative is Mohamed Jassim al-Maslamani.
Each state has separate panels as well.
The prize aims at encouraging environmental activities as well as individual and collective initiatives, which contribute to the protection of the environment and sustainable development.
It also seeks to inspire individuals and establishments to innovate, research, and create to achieve goals related to current issues, Maslamani said.
It also aims to contribute to the spread of environmental awareness and knowledge among citizens and residents.
The award seeks to emphasise the efforts of industrial establishments committed to environmental standards and specifications.
All the 25 prizes will be distributed at a ceremony to be held in Abu Dhabi in the third week of April, Maslamani added
http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=28304&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
Lebanon

Environmentalists launch unique hotline

In a unique move in Lebanon, environmentalists have launched a hotline for concerned citizens to call about environmental problems affecting their every day life. 

Al-Bia Wal Tanmia Magazine (Environment and Development Magazine) came up with the idea of the "Environment Hotline" as an outlet for Lebanese people with daily complaints. The idea aims at raising "civic awareness on environmental abuses and pave the way for transparency and accountability in handling environmental issues." 

The hotline, which is run in collaboration with the Lebanese Appropriate Technology Association and is jointly financed by USAID and AMIDEAST, kicked off Tuesday at the magazine's offices. 

According to the editor in chief of Al-Bia Wal Tanmia, Najib Saab, this hotline was created for the people to feel that there is someone taking care of their environmental issues and making an effort to bring the problems to light. 

The hotline currently has enough funding for six months and the Environment Ministry is not fully involved so that the hotline is not censored by the government and has the freedom to expose ministerial environmental breaches. 

Environmentalists running the day-to-day technicalities of the program are also working with a group of specialized experts who will be carrying out field investigations to assess the situation and recommend feasible measures to solve possible problems.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=13114
Oman

Chemical forum

The safe management of chemical substances was the subject of a seminar here on Tuesday organised by the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources. The workshop, attended by representatives of private sector companies operating in the oil and gas sectors in the country, was meant to acquaint specialists and those dealing with chemical substances with precautionary measures

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2005/march/middleeast_march66.xml
UAE

Enviro-Spellathon starts in Abu Dhabi

A major environmental education programme in Abu Dhabi Emirate called Enviro-Spellathon Programme was launched here yesterday. 

Going beyond the emirate, the programme has effectively taken awareness on local environment into the classroom of thousands of school children in the UAE.

Since its beginnings in 2001-02, some 45,000 students have come into the programme's fold from the Emirate of Abu Dhabi alone, further encouraging the rest of the emirates to join. Over the past two years, the number of participating students increased to 121,000 for the academic year 2003-04. 

Last year, the highest participation was seen in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi where 69,000 students were involved. The Emirate of Dubai saw around 22,000 students, while Sharjah had around 19,000, Ras Al Khaimah 6,300 and Fujairah 4,500.

In an indirect way, students participating in the Enviro-Spellathon are able to bring environmental awareness into their homes and have a positive impact on their teachers and families.

Erwda's Secretary-General Majid Al Mansouri said that the programme has been developed in cooperation with the Emirates Wildlife Society/World Wildlife Fund for Nature and its success has been possible due the organisations that are involved. They include the Environment and Protected Areas Authority, Sharjah; Dubai Municipality, Fujairah Municipality, Ras Al Khaimah Environment Protection and Industrial Development Commission. Besides, the Abu Dhabi Educational Zone deserved special thanks for the support it has given to school administrations, teachers and students.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march75.xml
___________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

Galamsey 'Breeds' Mercury Poisoning - GAEC Research Finding

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): RESEARCH conducted by the Ghana Atomic Energy Commission (GAEC) on water bodies and stream sediments as a result of small-scale gold mining popularly called "galamsey" activities at Prestea and its environs in the Western Region indicates an excessive pollution of mercury concentration, a toxic that affects human existence. The study, carried out by Instrumental Neutron Activation Analysis (INAA) last year, further suggested that the level of mercury detected from water samples from the Western Regional gold mining town exceeded the World Health Organization tolerable limit of 0.001mg/l for drinking water. According to the GAEC, areas that contained high concentration of mercury are sites that face extensive "galamsey" gold mining activities, stressing that mercury concentration varied between 6.80-19.82mg/l for water and 28.90-84.30mg/kg in sediment at sites with extensive small-scale mining activities.  Regarding areas with low "galamsey" gold mining activities, the research indicated that the toxic concentration in water bodies and sediments varied between 0.50-9.10mg/l and 1.20-22.75mg/kg respectively. The research was undertaken to determine the extent of mercury contamination in the aquatic environment, gather data for scientific basis for future monitoring and assess the mercury levels at greater distances from the point of discharge. Following the high concentration of the toxic substance in water bodies and sediments in the area, the GAEC had warned that workers and inhabitants be placed under close supervision to measure the effect of "galamsey" mining activities, however, much had not been on mercury pollution in the country. "Studies by gravimetric material flow analysis show that 70-80% of mercury is lost to the atmosphere during processing, 20-30% are lost to tailings, soils, stream sediments and water", the report stressed. The report noted further that as a result of lack of a system to recover the used mercury during the extraction process of gold, the toxic substance is released into the environment, thereby causing great damage to the aquatic environment. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503020150.html
No Toxic Waste in North Eastern

African Woman and Child Feature Service (Nairobi): There is no nuclear waste dumped in North Eastern province as claimed for years by residents and local leaders, according to the National Environmental and Management Agency (NEMA). Preliminary results of an extensive study conducted by Nema and the Radiology Protection Board concludes that waste materials deposited in the region by some oil exploring companies did not contain any radio active properties. Although the results have not been made public, sources close to the study say the research team has made its verdict - there are no radioactive materials deposited in the area - and are now working on the report details. According to a source at the Ministry of Environment, a comprehensive report is to be released in the next one or two weeks, once analysis on water, soil and other materials collected from different parts of the province is finalized. "Although the report has not been finalized, what we are completely sure of is that there were no radioactive materials deposited in the area," says the source. Radioactive detectors did not detect any radiation emissions from the soil in different locations in the province. Instead, it is believed that what has been suspected to be radioactive remains deposited in the areas are materials that remained after the companies involved in oil exploration completed their normal search in the area. These materials were buried to fill huge trenches left after excavations were made in search for oil. But the health and other environmental complications the residents of the province have been experiencing for along time seems to tell a different story. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503020865.html
1,000 Forced to Vacate Forest

The Nation (Nairobi): One thousand people have been forcibly removed from Enoosupukia forest since the Government started evictions on Monday. Narok's new district commissioner Hassan Farah told journalists in his office that 60 houses were destroyed by a combined force of GSU, regular and Administration police, forest and Narok county council rangers led by Narok police boss Joshua Keyum. The DC said 50 more people fled and are camping at a local church, adding that they would be flushed out today. The DC said the exercise would take 10 days in three divisions in Enoosupukia before proceeding to Ololulunga where 8,000 people are targeted. In this division, he said, the affected areas would be north and north east of Olmekenyu area in Kapkongoi Tegat and Alolwet and the surrounding areas. The DC was posted in the district to oversee the eviction three days ago. He said the operation would then proceed to Kirapa in Olkurto where 1,500 people are said to be residing illegally in the gazetted Mau forest. The exercise will be conducted in Mulot Division in Siera Leone and Nyamira Dogo areas where 10,000 people will be moved. He appealed to those claiming that they have title deeds to move before they were forcibly evicted. He advised them to consult the ministry of Lands and Housing to sort out their grievances. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503020543.html
Environmentalists Decry Degradation

The Monitor (Kampala): The state of environment in the district has greatly degenerated, the Assistant district Environment Officer, Mr. Christopher Baguma, said recently. "There has been severe encroachment on wetlands, forest reserves and rampant deforestation, bush burning, improper waste disposal and over fishing on lake Albert landing sites. Other problems are vermine destruction of people’s crops and overgrazing, which have led to environmental degradation," Baguma said. He regretted that many people do not take environmental conservation seriously. Baguma's comments follow the burning of 30 hectares of Muziizi Forest Reserve in Sese, Nyamachumu and Bujogoro villages that included destruction of three houses, six banana plantations and two vanilla gardens. This is the second fire incident after the one that broke out in Kisiita sub-county that destroyed over eight houses and 12 banana plantations two weeks ago. He said the district was carrying out an environmental impact assessment. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503020830.html
NEP's Absence Hampers Integrated Development

The Post (Lusaka): THE absence of a national environmental policy (NEP) has hampered the realization of integrated development in the country, environment minister, Patrick Kalifungwa, has said. And Environmental Council of Zambia (ECZ) spokesperson, Justin Mukosa, on Monday evening revealed that despite increasing public awareness, solid waste management had continued to pose a serious environmental problem in the country. Officiating at the launch of Development Link by the Green Living Movement (GLM) Zambia chapter on Monday evening, Kalifungwa said an NEP was cardinal to coordinating national development efforts. He said integrating environmental matters in all development programmes had become cardinal, especially in view of global warming, the effects of which he described as being bigger than the tsunami. The other problem is that the Environmental Protection and Pollution Control Act is silent on waste generation as regards the producer’s role in taking it back. "This has worsened the problem of solid waste, especially plastic. Even local authorities have failed to contain the problem because of financial constraints, hence the need to find better ways of tackling solid waste." http://allafrica.com/stories/200503020491.html
Petroleum Dealers Protest EIA Enforcement

This Day (Lagos): Sale of petroleum products was disrupted in Enugu and its environs yesterday, as members of the Independent Petroleum Marketers Association of Nigeria (IPMAN), closed their stations and stormed the old assembly building venue of the environment court trying some of their members over Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) violations. State Ministry of Environment and Solid Minerals had dragged the petroleum dealers to court following their refusal to comply with the regulation requiring them to get EIA report before setting up filling stations. The court, presided over by Senior Magistrate Osondu Chukwuani, asked the parties to go and settle out of court and report back to the court on April 20. Counsel to IPMAN, Onyeachonam Akpamgbo, told newsmen in the court premises that about 99 per cent of the petroleum dealers had complied with the EIA regulation, saying "nobody can establish petrol station without the report." He wondered why the ministry of environment should be harassing dealers, some of whom have been operating their filling stations for over 30 years having duly complied with environmental regulation. In his reaction, commissioner for Environment and Solid Minerals, Mr. Chinedu Onu, said his ministry has a statutory duty to sanitize the environment of Enugu State, adding that the legal action became necessary "because of the unwillingness of the petroleum dealers to submit themselves to EIAb regulation." He said his ministry has done an audit of all businesses operating in Enugu, and resolved on the need for business operators to produce EIA and audit in accordance with federal law and state regulation o environment protection. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503020214.html
____________________________________________________________________________________________
UN Daily News – 2 March 2005

For information media -not an official record

In the headlines:

• UN peacekeepers in eastern DR of Congo return fire, kill 50 militiamen, destroy camps

• Security Council condemns attack on UN peacekeepers in DR of Congo

• Annan reminds turbulent Côte d'Ivoire to cooperate with African Union's mediation

• Secretary-General discusses shattered Palestinian economy with President Abbas

• Fréchette heads to Sierra Leone after wrapping up visit to UN mission in Liberia

• Haiti's internal security remains precarious, UN report says

• UN mission reports new violence in Sudan's wartorn Darfur region

• UN undertakes programmes to boost Iraq's agriculture

• Without gender equality in education the world cannot advance – Annan

• Violence against women in Mexico prompts UN gender expert to voice concern

• UN sends teams to assess needs after Cyclone Percy hammers South Pacific islands

• UN agency seeks to boost tourism to tsunami-hit nations

More stories inside

UN peacekeepers in eastern DR of Congo return fire, kill 50  militiamen, destroy camps

2 March - United Nations peacekeepers in the volatile eastern region of the Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC) came under attack yesterday while carrying out a search and cordon operation, returned fire and killed at least 50 militia fighters, a UN spokesman said today.

About 240 peacekeepers from Pakistan, Nepal and South Africa in the UN Organization Mission in the

DRC (MONUC) were travelling near the village of Loga in Ituri district when they were fired upon. Air

support was being provided by India, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said at the daily press briefing in

New York. He said at least 50 militia members were killed and two UN peacekeepers were wounded in the ensuing firefight. The two MONUC soldiers were sent to South Africa for care. MONUC had a right to protect itself when shot at, he added, noting that the operation was part of the Mission's more robust approach to normalize the situation and to protect the civilian population.

According to MONUC's Radio Okapi, a mission spokesman, Lt. Col. Dominique Demange, said about 30 light weapons were seized by the UN "blue helmets. "Two militia camps, one of which was believed to be the battalion headquarters of the Nationalist Integrationist Front (FNI), were destroyed in the operation designed to protect the civilian population from militias "who had been terrorizing the civilian population," Mr. Dujarric said. MONUC has said various militias have been looting and extorting the local population. FNI is a militia dominated by the Lendu ethnic group, which has been battling against members of the Hema ethnic group seizing their land.
Security Council condemns attack on UN peacekeepers in DR of Congo

2 March - The Security Council today condemned last Friday's attack on a United Nations

peacekeeping patrol in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), which killed nine Bangladeshi

soldiers, and said it considered "this aggression, by its intentional and well-planned nature, to be an

unacceptable outrage." In a statement read at an formal meeting by this month's Council President, Brazilian Ambassador Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg, the 15-member body endorsed the concern expressed in the DRC by the International Committee in Support of the Transition (CIAT) over the "illegal and criminal activities"of the militias in the eastern DRC district of Ituri and their military and political leaders. The statement identified the perpetrators of last Friday's ambush and murders of the UN peacekeepers as the Nationalist Integrationist Front (FNI) and blamed such leaders as FNI president Floribert Ndjabu and former FNI force commander Goda Sukpa, who have been arrested along with Germain Katanga of the Forces of Patriotic Resistance in Ituri (FRPI). Other blameworthy leaders were current FNI force commander Etienne Lona, Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC) president Thomas Lubanga, and UPC force commander Bosco Tanganda, according to the Council and CIAT.

CIAT comprises representatives in the DRC of the five permanent members of the Security Council – China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States – as well as Angola, Belgium, Canada, Gabon, South Africa, Zambia, the European Union (EU), the African Union (AU) and the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC). The Security Council expressed concern that integrating officers of the Ituri militias into the national Congolese Armed Forces (FARDC) had failed to lead to the disarmament and demobilizing of militiamen and called for their disarmament to proceed without delay.

It called on donors to fund the integration of militias into national troops and police and on the Government of National Unity and Transition to deploy these integrated troops in Ituri. Those who tried to impede the disarmament and community reintegration programme would be considered a threat to the DRC's political process, it said. The Council also reminded the States in the region of the arms embargo imposed on the DRC the year before last and said it was weighing additional measures to reinforce implementation and monitoring. "It further urges those States to ensure that their territories cannot be used by any Congolese armed group, notably the Ituri militia, whose activities perpetuate a climate of insecurity that affects the whole region," the Security Council said.
Council President Amb.Sardenberg of Brazil

Annan reminds turbulent Côte d'Ivoire to cooperate with African Union's mediation

2 March - Expressing concern at the attack by "armed youth" against rebel Forces Nouvelles positions across the peacekeepers' Zone of Confidence last Friday and other serious incidents, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the belligerents to rein in their militias.

In a statement issued through a UN spokesman, the Secretary-General reminded the parties that "everything has to be done to cooperate in earnest with the African Union (AU) mediation led by President (Thabo) Mbeki of South Africa, which is  fully supported by the United Nations, and to avoid any steps which could contribute to the deterioration of the situation on the ground."

He also pointed out to militia leaders, "as well as those behind them," that they would be held accountable for premeditated attacks and could face the measures listed in a resolution which the Security Council unanimously approved last November. In the resolution, the Council imposed an immediate, 13-month arms embargo against the West African country and gave the parties there one month to get the peace process back on track or face a travel ban and a freeze on their assets.

Secretary-General discusses shattered Palestinian economy with President Abbas

2 March - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has discussed with Palestinian President

Mahmoud Abbas the importance of freedom of movement in occupied Palestinian lands in improving

the economy, an essential pillar in securing peace with Israel.

He met with Mr. Abbas last night in London at the end of a one-day Conference in Support of the

Palestinian Authority convened by British Prime Minister Tony Blair.

In a speech to the session Mr. Annan cited economic development as "the third pillar of the progress

we hope to see," side by side with governance and security, noting that without real and discernible change such as more jobs and the removal of Israeli checkpoints and roadblocks, the Palestinian economy will continue to struggle, sowing prolonged, pervasive despair among the Palestinian populace.

"The international community must work constructively with the Government of Israel to create an environment in which this aspect of reform is also addressed," he said. UN agencies have frequently cited the blockades and closures that Israel says it imposes for security reasons , such as preventing suicide bombings, as a serious cause of Palestinian impoverishment and desperation that undermine security.

Mr. Annan also discussed with Mr. Abbas the revised route of the separation barrier that Israel says it is building for the same security reasons, noting that it still encroaches on a substantial amount of Palestinian land in the West Bank. The International Court of Justice in an advisory opinion declared barrier illegal where it runs on West Bank land and called for it to be torn down.

Annan with Palestinian Authority President Abbas

Fréchette heads to Sierra Leone after wrapping up visit to UN mission in Liberia

2 March - Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette headed to Sierra Leone today after wrapping up her trip to Liberia for the second leg of visits to United Nations peacekeeping operations in West Africa to emphasize the world body's zero tolerance policy for sexual exploitation and abuse by UN troops.

Her first appointment was scheduled to be with Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Sierra Leone, Daudi Mwakawago. During her stay, she is slated to meet with the UN Senior Management Team, the UN Country Team, personnel from the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) working on these issues, and a town hall meeting with the entire mission civilian and military staff. Before travelling to the Sierra Leonean capital of Freetown, Ms. Fréchette concluded her visit to the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) by meeting with the Force Commander, Lt. Gen. Joseph Owonibi, Marc Howard of the International Police Services, national military contingent commanders, and national police contingent commanders to discuss the issue emphasize the new policy.

Among the issues discussed was the need for increased pre-deployment training on sexual exploitation and abuse issues for peacekeepers coming to UNMIL, improved staff welfare and recreation programs for peacekeepers and international police officers, and the need for increased investigative personnel and resources.

She also spoke to reporters before leaving the Liberian capital of Monrovia.
Haiti's internal security remains precarious, UN report says

2 March - Although the United Nations peacekeeping force is almost at authorized strength and has

improved Haiti's security, the situation remains precarious "and the possibility of outbreaks of

violence cannot be ruled out," Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report on the Caribbean

nation and the UN mission there."Although the general security environment across Haiti has improved, the Mission's determination to take action against gang members and former soldiers has increased the risk of retaliation against MINUSTAH and other United Nations personnel," he says in a report to the Security Council, referring to the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti.

A number of incidents targeting MINUSTAH have taken place since last November, he says.

A firm and even-handed approach has to be used as "various armed groups" challenge the authority of the State, he says. "Our mandated task of achieving a secure and stable environment, which may at times require the use of proportionate and necessary force, must remain at the forefront of our priorities."

Noting that $13.7 million have been pledged out of the $37.3 million requested from the international community in a Flash Appeal and that action has been taken to release some of the funds pledged at a December donors' conference, Mr. Annan urged the Transitional Government "to develop concrete projects that could effectively utilize the assistance provided." The Government has started paying disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) compensation to former soldiers, even though they have refused to take part in such a programme and the Government itself has not, despite its assurances, decreed and brought into being a national commission on DDR, the report says. "I would like to reaffirm the United Nations' position that compensation payments should be linked to disarmament and entry into a comprehensive disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programme in order to ensure a durable solution," Mr. Annan says. "A piecemeal approach will only postpone problems, not address them." He also calls on the Transitional Government to investigate human rights abuses, especially by officers of the Haitian National Police (HNP). The independent expert on human rights in Haiti, Louis Joinet, would report to the UN Commission on Human Rights in April on his trip last November to the country. "Impunity for human rights violations must end," Mr. Annan says. "To uphold the rule of law and ensure full respect for human rights, it is clear that Haiti needs to reform its institutions, especially in the administration of justice."

UN mission reports new violence in Sudan's war-torn Darfur region

2 March - Fresh reports of violence continue to come in from Sudan's Darfur region, where fighting between rebels, the Government and militia forces over the past two years has led to the deaths of tens of thousands of people and the displacement of nearly 2 million others, the United Nations mission reported today. Earlier this week, an inter-agency assessment team heard reports from many internally displaced persons (IDPs) of an attack in South Darfur on 23 February, when some 26 people were killed while travelling to Salakoyo, the UN Advance Mission to the country (UNAMIS) said.

The UN, together with an African Union (AU) monitoring force, has been struggling to broker a peace accord and bring humanitarian relief to the area, where a UN-appointed inquiry commission says massive war crimes and crimes against humanity have occurred.

In southern Sudan, where a peace accord in January ended Africa's longest civil war, UNAMIS reported that there was a  high risk of a measles outbreak in Ezo County and a vaccination campaign is under way.
UN undertakes programmes to boost Iraq's agriculture

2 March - United Nations bodies have begun a series of projects to improve agricultural production in

Iraq, including irrigation, fertilizers and the building of skills, the world organization's mission in the

country announced today.

The UN Development Group Trust Fund (UNDG TF) is carrying out a $35 million programme to

strengthen basic irrigation and drainage engineering as well as farming skills in Iraq. The programme also seeks to encourage professionals and technicians from different disciplines to work together to benefit farmers. For its part the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has distributed 500 tons of fertilizers to nearly 4,000 beneficiaries in Basra, Missan, Muthana and Thi-Qar governorates, and is procuring $6.8 million worth of equipment and livestock under a UNDG TF supported programme.

Under the umbrella of the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI), some 23 UN agencies, funds and programmes are working together through 11 clusters to coordinate international aid to Iraq and to offer assistance in the rebuilding of the country.

The clusters, whose activities are funded by the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI), are: education and culture; health; water and sanitation; infrastructure and housing; agriculture, water resources, and environment; food security; mine action; refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs); governance and civil society; poverty reduction and human development; and electoral support.
Without gender equality in education the world cannot advance – Annan

2 March - Without achieving gender equality for girls in education, the world has no chance of achieving many of the ambitious health, social and development targets it has set for itself, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

"Education is the right of every one of the world's daughters, as well as its sons. It is also crucial to our progress in reaching many other development goals," he told the Conference on Gender Parity in Education in Washington in a video message. "If we are to succeed in our efforts to build a healthier, peaceful and equitable world, classrooms must be full of girls as well as boys. By educating girls, we will help raise economic productivity and reduce both maternal and infant mortality. By educating girls, we will improve nutrition, promote health, and fight HIV/AIDS. "By educating girls, we will trigger a transformation of society as a whole – social, economic and political. That is why education and gender equality together must be given priority," he added.

"Yet of the more than 100 million children who are not in school, most are still girls," he declared, noting that world leaders have set this year as the target date for girls to catch up with boys in primary and secondary education, not 2015 as with other Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that slash other ills such as extreme poverty, hunger and infant and maternal mortality.

"There can be no more excuses. No more broken promises. We have to work much harder to meet our targets," he said.

Violence against women in Mexico prompts UN gender expert to voice concern

2 March - With violence against women rife throughout Mexico, including murders, forced prostitution,

sexual assaults, domestic violence and gender-based discrimination, a senior United Nations expert has

voiced concern over the criminal justice system in addressing such crimes.

“Impunity for sexual violence against women is extensive and perpetrators of such crimes are rarely brought to justice,” the Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Yakin Ertürk, said in a statement at the end of a weeklong visit.

“In the case of conviction, sentences are lenient and allegations that testimonies are sometimes obtained under torture overshadow these positive efforts. The victims’ distrust in the justice system and the lack of protection for women who report that they have been victims of violence also contribute to the high rate of impunity,” she added.

She commended Mexico for ratifying most international human rights instruments and welcoming numerous Special Rapporteurs on fact-finding missions and noted that most of the authorities and representatives from civil society recognize the problems related to high levels of violence against women in society at large, including within indigenous communities and migrant populations.

She also welcomed a number of steps taken to address the problem such as mechanisms to provide better protection and prevention of the occurrence of violence, including telephone hotlines and the building of shelters, and called for the establishment of such shelters by law in every state with adequate legal and financial backing from municipal, state and federal governments.

But, she said, “gender-based discrimination results in ill-treatment of women and girls, impedes their development and curtails their access to services. In this regard, the high rate of maternal mortality and deaths due to illegal abortion are particularly alarming.”

Ms. Ertürk said she had received “disturbing reports” that violence against indigenous women was often dismissed or justified within the context of cultural specificity. “While it is important to promote cultural diversity, this should not contravene women’s human rights,” she added. On violence in Ciudad Juarez in Chihuahua State, where the human rights non-governmental organization (NGO) Amnesty

International USA reports that over 370 women have been murdered, at least 137 of them after being sexually assaulted, since 1993, Ms. Ertürk welcomed recent federal and state efforts to install a transparent approach to the investigations. “It is however important that these efforts are not limited to the murder incidents in Ciudad Juarez but expanded to include cases of murders, disappearances and other forms of violence in Chihuahua City and in the whole state,” she added. “Indeed, it is now time to move from commitments to achieving concrete results.”

During her visit from 20 to 26 February, Ms. Ertürk met with representatives of federal, state and municipal authorities, NGOs, and victims and families of victims of violence against women.

UN sends teams to assess needs after Cyclone Percy hammers South Pacific islands

2 March - With Tropical Cyclone Percy having sown widespread destruction on the atolls and islands of the South Pacific, the United Nations is sending emergency teams to Tokelau and the Cook Islands to assess damage and humanitarian needs, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.Tokelau comprises three sparsely populated atolls half-way between Hawaii and New Zealand. The cyclone caused widespread damage to all three: Atafu, with a population of more than 500; Nukunonu, with a population of nearly 450; and Fakaofo, with a population of 500.

In the Cook Islands, which already had experienced Tropical Cyclones Meena, Nancy and Olaf, OCHA said, only 10 houses remained intact on Pukapuka, with 600 residents. All the houses belonging to the 70 people on Nassau Island were severely damaged or destroyed.

Percy was now heading towards Palmerston Atoll and its 50 inhabitants, according to the Australian-Pacific Centre for Emergency and Disaster Information (APCEDI), OCHA said.
UN agency seeks to boost tourism to tsunami-hit nations

2 March - Seeking to avoid a new “infodemic,” a repeat of the slump in Asian tourism from the SARS health crisis two years ago, the United Nations tourism agency has called on the world’s media to take care in its coverage of destinations hit by the Indian Ocean tsunami so as not to slow the recovery of an important economic sector.

“The best way to help the Indian Ocean destinations, in particular Sri Lanka, Maldives, Thailand and Indonesia, is to encourage tourists to return,” World Tourism Organization (WTO) Secretary-General Francesco Frangialli said.

“Saturation coverage of the tragedy in the most damaged areas can lead to a certain level of misunderstanding among  consumers,” he added, especially when around 80 per cent of hotels and resorts in these destinations remain fully operational.

“We hope to avoid another ‘infodemic’, as happened two years ago during the SARS crisis,” he stressed, referring to the steep fall-off in travel to the Asia-Pacific region during the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which killed 774 people and infected more than 8,000 worldwide, the vast majority of them in China.

WTO is to launch an awareness campaign, “Holiday with your heart – travel to Sri Lanka, Maldives, Thailand and Indonesia,” at the world’s largest travel fair, ITB, later this month in Berlin.

“The Global Code of Ethics for Tourism spells out the responsibilities of stakeholders in the tourism industry,” Mr.Frangialli said. “It calls on the press, and in particular the specialized travel press, to ‘issue honest and balanced information on events and situations that could influence the flow of tourists,’ and to provide accurate and reliable information to consumers of tourism services.”

He stressed that WTO was not trying to intervene in editorial policies, but urged the media to take care in distinguishing between two different issues. “One is the global humanitarian campaign to help people regain their homes, normal conditions of life and work and overcome the loss of their loved ones,” he said. “Another is the story about tourism recovery. And one of the best ways to help bring relief to those who have suffered is to encourage the immediate return of tourism to Phuket (Thailand), the west coast of Sri Lanka and Maldives, where for many local people tourism is their sole source of employment and income.”

The tsunami hit hardest in areas of no significant tourism, he noted, adding: “The leading destinations in Indonesia, Bali, Lombok, Yogyakarta and Jakarta are thousands of kilometres away from the epicentre off the tragic province of Aceh in northern Sumatra and were not affected at all. But their tourism image is facing a serious challenge.”
Growth in nuclear energy industry forecast by UN

2 March - Signalling a more favourable outlook for nuclear power than predicted five years ago, the

United Nations atomic watchdog agency is projecting that at least 60 more plants will come online

over the next 15 years to help meet global electricity demands, reversing a previous downward trend

in the percentage of such generation. “The current picture is one of rising expectations,” the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Director-General, Mohamed ElBaradei, told the organization’s Board of Governors meeting this week in Vienna.

Based on the most conservative assumption, the latest report on the subject forecasts around 430 gigawatts of global nuclear capacity in 2020, up from 367 gigawatts today, translating into just over 500 nuclear power plants worldwide by then. This represents a slight rise in nuclear power's share in the world electricity market, to 17 per cent from 16 per cent, reversing previous downward estimates. Today, some 30 countries produce electricity using nuclear power. Worldwide 441 nuclear plants are in operation and 27 are being built. The upward forecast is rooted in specific national plans but is also driven by factors like the Kyoto Protocol, which recently came into force, committing countries to meet cleaner air targets and imposing a tax on emissions of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide.

Nuclear electricity plants produce virtually no greenhouse gases. Apart from environmental considerations, nuclear power plants remain most attractive where energy demand growth is rapid, alternative resources scarce and the security of energy supplies a priority.

The fastest growth is in Asia. By 2020 for example, China plans a six-fold increase in its nuclear electricity capacity and India plans a 10-fold increase. Mr. ElBaradei told the Board an increasing number of developing countries were requesting IAEA assistance in evaluating their energy needs and options.“In many cases – despite the acute need for energy that are central to these countries’ development – the prospects for using nuclear energy have been hampered because the large size of nuclear plants makes them unsuitable for lower capacity electricity grids,” he said. “For this reason the IAEA has maintained a focus on the potential for innovative small and medium-sized reactor design, and a few projects are moving toward implementation.”
Nuclear power plant Nile River basin countries to benefit from UN-aided water

management plan

2 March - The 10 countries within the Nile River basin will benefit from better access to information

on the availability, use and development potential of the Nile resources they share under a new

project to improve water management in the region, the United Nations Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO) announced today.

“The Nile waters bear tremendous potential as a lever for social and economic development, but at

the moment, the inability to jointly plan water development, reach agreement on equitable sharing of

benefits and attract investment has delayed the use of this resource for the benefit of the people living in the Nile basin

region,” FAO’s Chief of Water Resources, Development and Management Service Pasquale Steduto said. With an average per capita gross domestic product of $400, far below the African average, the 10 countries – Burundi, the

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda – can ill afford further delays in making the most of the important resource of the world’s longest river. The $5 million project, funded by the Government of Italy and with FAO assistance, will support basin-wide initiatives to integrate technical data with demographic, socio-economic and environmental information to examine how specific policies and projected water use patterns will affect water resources.

It will develop surveys and case studies on the links between water management practices and rural livelihoods and food insecurity. Within this context, a basin-wide survey will be conducted to assess current and potential water use and water productivity in rain-fed and irrigated agriculture. A further case study concerns the analysis and improvement of water productivity through crop management.

The project will be carried out under the umbrella of the Nile Basin Initiative, a regional partnership launched by Nile riparian states in 1999 to facilitate the common pursuit of sustainable development and management of the Nile basin, an area of some 3.1 million square kilometres, around 10 per cent of the African continent.

Earlier work has already produced tangible results, including the establishment of a trans -boundary hydro-meteorological monitoring network and national databases containing hydro-meteorological and water use data, as well as information on land use, land cover and soil type.
UNESCO, US space agency sign accord to mitigate disasters, save world heritage

2 March - The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) will use state-of-the-art space technology to help it conserve World Heritage sites, monitor biosphere reserves and mitigate natural hazards such as the recent Indian Ocean tsunami under a landmark agreement with the United States space agency.

UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura signed the cooperation agreement with US National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Deputy Administrator Frederick D. Gregory yesterday at NASA Headquarters in Washington.

UNESCO’s particular concern is to improve the access of Member States to the benefits of NASA’s expertise, remote sensing data and science research results, increasing the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of conservation work.

It should also reinforce countries’ ability to mitigate the effects of natural hazards, a top priority in view of the recent tsunami disaster, in which experts believe an early warning system could have saved scores of thousands of the more than 200,000 lives lost.

In the field of education, cooperation with NASA will broaden the scope of UNESCO’s Space Education Programme and other activities aiming to raise interest in science.

The agreement, which expands the long-standing relationship between NASA and UNESCO, is the first comprehensive agreement between the two organizations and the first new science agreement with a US organization since the country returned to full membership of UNESCO in October 2003.

UNESCO has also established partnerships with other space agencies within the framework of its Open Initiative to use space technologies to support the World Her itage Convention and UNESCO’s Biosphere Reserves. Initially launched with the European Space Agency (ESA), it currently includes the Argentinean and Canadian space agencies, and the Morocco Space Centre.

The Indian Space Agency and the Chinese Academy of Sciences are in the process of finalizing cooperation agreements to  join the Initiative, which also includes a number of other space research institutions and universities. The overall cooperation agreement between NASA and UNESCO adds an essential new partner to this Initiative.

_____________________________________________________________________________

2 March 2005
Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric de la Riviere, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
In the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, United Nations peacekeepers were involved in a firefight with a local militia group, while carrying out a regular search-and-cordon operation in the Ituri district.  The operation, which was carried out yesterday morning, was aimed at flushing out militia members and dismantling a local headquarters for the militia known as the Nationalist Integrationist Front, or by its French acronym, FNI.

Around 240 peacekeepers -- from Pakistan, Nepal and South Africa -- carried out the operation near the village of Loga when they came under fire.  Also taking part in the operation were attack helicopter units from India.  In the ensuing firefight, at least 50 militia members were killed and two United Nations peacekeepers were wounded; they have both been evacuated to South Africa.

At this stage, it is believed the militia members involved in the attack did belong to the FNI.  The operation resulted in the destruction of two militia camps, one of them believed to be battalion headquarters for the FNI militia.

The operation was part of the United Nations Mission’s more robust approach to normalize the situation in Ituri, where local militias have been carrying out premeditated attacks against the local population. 

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General 
The Secretary-General is very concerned at the recent escalation of serious incidents in and around the Zone of Confidence in Côte d’Ivoire, culminating in the attack by some 100 armed “youth” against Forces nouvelles’ position in the Zone on 28 February 2005.  United Nations troops promptly deployed to the area and regained control of the town.  During the intervention, a Bangladeshi peacekeeper was seriously injured and some 70 armed youth were captured and disarmed by United Nations troops.  The Secretary-General reminds the parties that everything has to be done to cooperate in earnest with the African Union mediation led by President Mbeki of South Africa, which is fully supported by the United Nations, and to avoid any steps which could contribute to the deterioration of the situation on the ground.

In this regard, the Secretary-General calls on the parties to rein in all militias and remind their leaders, as well as those behind them, that they will be held accountable for premeditated attacks, including through the measures envisaged in Security Council resolution 1572 (2004).

**Security Council
Security Council members held consultations on the March programme of work and other matters today.  Under other matters, Council members first heard a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi on the recent constitutional referendum in Burundi.  Then they heard a briefing by the chair of the Côte d’Ivoire sanctions committee, Ambassador Vassilakis of Greece.

Council members also held a formal meeting to adopt a presidential statement on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  In that connection, Mr. Annabi provided a brief update on the latest developments involving United Nations peacekeepers in the eastern DRC, which I’ve just told you about.

Immediately following my briefing, the Security Council President, Ambassador Mota Sardenberg, will brief you here on the programme of work for March for the Council.

**Secretary-General in London
The Secretary-General ended his one-day trip to London last night by meeting with the President of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas.  They agreed on the importance of following through on the important agreements reached at the London Conference held earlier yesterday.  They also discussed Palestinian elections, for which the United Nations was providing technical assistance, as well as the prospects for the Palestinian economy, and the importance of freedom of movement for Palestinians in improving the economic situation.

**Deputy Secretary-General in Liberia
The Deputy Secretary-General, concluding her visit to the United Nations Mission in Liberia, today met with the Mission’s Force Commander, General Owonibi,  and Marc Howard of the International Police Services, as well as national military contingent commanders, and national police contingent commanders.  She emphasized the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance policy regarding sexual exploitation and abuse by peacekeepers.

Among the issues discussed was the need for increased pre-deployment training on sexual exploitation and abuse issues and for peacekeepers coming to the United Nations Mission in Liberia and also improved staff welfare and recreation programmes for United Nations peacekeepers and international police officers, and the need for increased investigative personnel and resources.  Before leaving Monrovia for Freetown, the Deputy Secretary-General spoke to reporters, and we expect a transcript of that encounter a bit later on.

She then travelled to Freetown, which is the second leg of her mission. Her first appointment is to be with the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Sierra Leone, Daudi Mwakawago.  During her stay, she plans to meet with the senior United Nations Management Team, the Country Team, as well as mission personnel.  She will also be conducting a town hall meeting with the mission’s military and civilian staff to also discuss issue of sexual exploitation.

**Haiti
Turning to Haiti, in his latest report to the Security Council, the Secretary-General says the security situation in Haiti remains precarious, and the possibility of outbreaks of violence cannot be ruled out.  He says that it is essential to continue a firm and even-handed approach in dealing with armed groups that challenge the authority of the State.  He also calls on Haiti’s Transitional Government to establish a national disarmament and demobilization commission.

The Secretary-General also calls on all political parties and Haitian voters to join in the electoral process, with the first round of parliamentary and presidential elections scheduled to take place in November.  At the same time, he remains concerned about allegations of human rights abuses, and calls on the Haitian authorities to take the appropriate action if those allegations are substantiated.

**Sudan
On the Sudan, the United Nations Mission in Sudan continues to receive reports of violence in Darfur.  Earlier this week, an inter-agency assessment team heard reports from many internally displaced persons of an attack that took place in South Darfur on 23 February, in which approximately 26 people were killed while travelling to Salakoyo.

Meanwhile, there is a high risk of a measles outbreak in EzoCounty, in southern Sudan, according to another inter-agency assessment mission.  In response, a measles campaign is taking place in that county.

**Iraq
Turning to Iraq, the United Nations Development Group Trust Fund is carrying out a $35 million programme to strengthen basic irrigation, as well as farming skills, in Iraq.  The programme is also designed to encourage professionals and technicians from different disciplines to work together to benefit farmers in Iraq.  We have a press release available upstairs.

**Kosovo
On Kosovo, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, met this morning in Pristina with Prime Minister Vlado Buchkovski of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  Jessen-Petersen welcomed the opening of a Macedonian trade office in Pristina, noting that now all States in the region, with the exception of Serbia and Montenegro, have such offices in the city.  The two also discussed border demarcation and the return of refugees.

**Secretary-General’s Message on Gender and Education
We have a message today delivered by video by the Secretary-General on the Conference on Gender Parity and Education, which is being held in Washington, D.C. In the message, the Secretary-General says that if we are to succeed in our efforts to build a healthier, peaceful and equitable world, classrooms must be full of girls, as well as boys.

He added that, although the world’s leaders set a target for girls to catch up with boys in primary and secondary education by this year, most of the more than 100 million children not in school today are girls.  We have the full text of the message available upstairs.

**Tokelau/Cook Islands – Cyclone Percy
A couple of more announcements.  The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says it is sending emergency teams to the Cook Islands and Tokelau, in the Pacific Ocean, to assess damage from Tropical Cyclone Percy.  The Cook Islands’ Government has declared a state of emergency for two of its northern islands, one which has only 10 houses left intact.  Cyclone Percy is now headed towards one of the Cook Islands’ southern atolls.  We have a press release available upstairs.

**United Nations International School (UNIS) Conference
The United Nations International School will be holding its annual UNIS-UN conference this Thursday and Friday.  This year’s theme is global health.  Speakers will be Morgan Spurlock, director and producer of the Oscar-nominated film “Super Size Me”.  The annual event, as you may know, is organized by students from UNIS.  We have press release available upstairs.

**Press Conferences
Later this afternoon, Sir Emyr Jones Parry, the United Kingdom’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, will give an informal briefing on the London Meeting on Supporting the Palestinian Authority, which, as you know, took place yesterday.  That briefing will take place in the Trusteeship Council.  Delegations, as well as journalists, are invited.

This afternoon, at a press conference in this room at 3:30, the Senegalese Minister for Community Development, Culture and Gender Affairs, Ms. Aida Mbodi, will talk about the Beijing+10 Conference.

Tomorrow at 10:30 a.m., the Permanent Mission of Canada will be sponsoring a press conference on Women’s Environment and Development Organization.  That will also take place here.

Then at 11:15 a.m., Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs Jose Antonio Ocampo, together with Carolyn Hannan, Director of the Division for the Advancement of Women, will be here to launch the report, “World Survey on the Role of Women in Development”, which focuses on women and international migration.

Finally, at 3:30 tomorrow afternoon, the 1992 Nobel Peace Laureate Rigoberta Menchu and others will be here to brief on the increasingly dangerous circumstances facing indigenous peoples face, especially indigenous women.

That’s it for me.  Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Concerning the DRC operation, can you be more specific about what “search and cordon” means.  Are they really going after these guys?  To what extent does this represent a change in the mandate or a shift in strategy?

Associate Spokesman:  There has been no specific change in the mandate.  I think the operation falls under the current mandate.  But it is part of the mission’s more robust approach to normalize the situation in the area, and to better protect the local population which have fallen prey to a number of those militia members.

Question:  Were they going after these guys?  Was this an operation to go out and get these guys and kill them?

Associate Spokesman:  No, it is not an operation to go out and kill anybody.  It is an operation to go out and cordon off areas to limit the ability of these militia members to prey on vulnerable populations.  It is not a “search and destroy” mission, if that is your question.

Question:  Are the military exchanges between the militias and the peacekeepers a direct result of the United Nations’ more robust policy?  You weren’t seeing these kinds of lethal exchanges in the past.

Associate Spokesman:  The more robust approach has to do with going out on patrol.  The United Nations peacekeepers were attacked.  It is their inherent right to return fire when attacked.  The United Nations did not open fire first.  The new robustness of the operation should be seen in the fact that these patrols were going out.

Question:  It looks like these militias were responding violently because they were seeing a greater challenge through this more robust United Nations peacekeeping mission.

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know what was going through the militia’s mind as they were opening fire on United Nations peacekeepers.  I do know there were patrols out there trying to cordon off an area so as to better protect the civilians.  The United Nations again was fired upon, and the peacekeepers returned fire.

Question:  Does the United Nations believe that this militia is being supported by Uganda, and is the United Nations calling on Uganda to stop its support this militia?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have enough information here to tell you exactly what this FNI militia is and who may be backing it, but I’ll be happy to look into it.

Question:  Would that be possible?

Associate Spokesman:  That would very well be possible.

Question:  With all the turmoil in the Congo right now, I’m wondering whether it’s really the best time for the United Nations to be pushing for William Swing to resign.  Could I get your remarks on that?

Associate Spokesman:  As you know, and as we’ve said here, there have been quite a lot of changes in the leadership of the Mission.  Ambassador Swing is on his way here.  He was supposed to travel last week, but that was delayed because it is a very delicate time in the Congo.  The leadership changes are ongoing.  In the discussions he will have here, there will also be discussions of his own plans, and there will be discussion as to the timing of any other leadership changes.  But I don’t want to get ahead of myself until the meetings he will have here have actually taken place.

Question:  Would you have a replacement in the pipes pretty quickly in pushing for him to step down now?

Associate Spokesman:  There’s no pushing for anyone to step down.  There needs to be an examination as to the timing of further leadership changes in light of the fact that this is a very delicate time politically and militarily in the Congo.

Question:  Was the operation in Loga a response to the killing of the Bangladeshis?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  It was not a response in the killing of United Nations peacekeepers.  It was an operation meant to secure areas to better protect the civilian population in that region.

Question:  You mentioned that this is more of a secure area thing than go out seek and destroy those people responsible for killing the peacekeepers.  Is there some sort of mechanism under discussion or in the planning coming out soon to establish some sort of deterrence, so that this sort of thing doesn’t repeat itself?  Such as holding the militias responsible, or at least showing some sort of severe response from the United Nations forces on the ground? 

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know what further operations will be planned.  These operations are planned at the local level by the military force commander.  Obviously, if United Nations peacekeepers come under fire, they have the right to protect themselves under the existing mandates.

Question:  Since the situation is now getting bad again, and in the wake of the death of the Iraqi judges, has the Secretary-General Special Representative given any report on that as yet?

Associate Spokesman:  No, we didn’t get anything from them today, but I’d be happy to check when I go back upstairs. 

Question:  Yesterday, several high-level people in this Building launched the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.  Isn’t this subject important enough to have had a press conference with these folks to discover what the United Nations is trying to do about education for sustainable development?  Should we not have an opportunity to ask questions of these people?

Associate Spokesman:  I completely agree with you.  We’ll go upstairs and try to drag someone down for you. 

Question:  When did the more robust approach (in the DRC) begin?  Did it begin after last week’s attack?

Associate Spokesman:  No, I think it’s an ongoing phase.  I’d be happy to check if there was a Day 1 of more robust operation.  I’ll have to check for you.  [He later added that these types of operation are routine.]

Question:  Was this one of many search-and-cordon operations going on, or was this the first one going on?

Associate Spokesman:  I believe there have been others, but I would have to get those facts for you.

Question:  Could you clarify how this is managed and observed, since we’re seeing a more aggressive United Nations stance?  Is this done through the military component of peacekeeping?  How does the civilian component come in and inform and decide on exactly when the soldiers are going to go in and take on these people?  Are they any non-military people who are observing and providing some non-military account of what went on?  

Associate Spokesman:  There is a force commander, who is responsible for all the national contingents.  He works under the Special Representative for the Secretary-General, and the civilian commander works very closely with him.  So, I would say the strategic decisions are taken by both the military and civilian leadership.  As to the tactical decisions on the ground, I’m sure they’re done by the military component on the ground.  But I don’t really understand your second question.

Question:  First of all, I just want to know how we know that an account given to us by the soldiers is correct, whether the United Nations civilian command even trusts what its military command is saying.  Also, does a tactical manoeuvre have to be okayed, and what is the highest civilian level that the United Nations has that would have to okay an operation in which lots of people get killed.

Associate Spokesman:  The aim of the operation was not to go out and kill people, but it is the right of United Nations peacekeepers to return fire when fired upon.  The account we have was that they were fired on with mortars and heavy weapons, as well.  They came under attack, they defended themselves.  I don’t think I’m going out on a limb here to say that if they are shot at they need clearance all the way back up the chain of command up to United Nations Headquarters to return fire.  But the overall strategic components are made by both the military and civilian components.  As far as the trust of reporting, the reporting comes from the military force commander and the civilian mission.  I have no reason to doubt it.

Question:  Is this the deadliest attack on a United Nations group in a decade or something like that?  Do have any sense of when there’s been such a bloody incident involving the United Nations in which it was responsible for killing people. 

Associate Spokesman:  It’s not a United Nations attack on a civilian group.  Okay, I know, incident. 

Question:  Were the attack helicopters part of the original search-and-cordon operation?  Did they go in with big, heavy guns, prepared to carry out the major military operation that they needed to?

Associate Spokesman:  They went in with the force that they believed was required to protect themselves.  Obviously, it was a hostile environment.  As far as putting this into context, I don’t think this is the biggest peacekeeping incident in United Nations history.  We’re checking.  One that comes to mind in recent history is an operation in Sierra Leone, I think in 2000, but we’re trying to do some checking with peacekeeping.  We’re trying to get some numbers.

Question:  So you didn’t go on a search-and-destroy mission, but you went with a significant contingent bristling with guns and attack helicopters into an area where there was a vast amount of militia ready for a fight.  Would a decision to put that many people with a potentially aggressive posture in a situation have to go up to the Secretary-General, or William Swing, or the force commander? 

Associate Spokesman:  I’d be happy to check who takes the decisions.  But again, they were preying on villages and it was felt that it was the United Nations’ role to protect the vulnerable population.  That’s what the aim of the mission was. 

Question:  Some non-governmental organizations are calling for the United Nations to appoint a Special Rapporteur or something to check on implementation of the Beijing Platform.  Would the United Nations be interested in that role, basically checking into which countries have implemented what laws and so forth?

Associate Spokesman:  I need to get some guidance for you on that.

Question:  I heard that the nine peacekeepers who were killed were lined up, shot in the back of the head, executed in style.  Do you have any information about that?

Associate Spokesman:  I have not heard that, but I will check it out.

Question:  The United Nations has been beat up a lot lately, over the oil-for-food and sex abuse scandal and things like that.  In the larger context, with this peacekeeping mission, is the United Nations trying to project an image of toughness, that change is afoot, that this is the new United Nations.  Is there a new philosophy that is governing United Nations actions, not only in peacekeeping, but in personnel, management, audits for oil-for-food, things like that, all across the board?

Associate Spokesman:  Linking Ituri to oil-for-food is a stretch.  The situation in the Congo, I think, has to be seen just in the context of the Congo.  There have been a number of setbacks recently, especially in the eastern part of the DRC, and it was felt that the situation needed to be addressed.

Question:  Why in this atmosphere is there even discussion of change, whether William Swing is going to leave or not?  This mission has never gotten so much attention or committed so much chaos before.  Why now talk about replacing a guy who by most accounts has done a pretty good job?

Associate Spokesman:  Ambassador Swing has the great respect of the Secretary-General.  The military commander was recently changed.  The former military adviser at headquarters is now the force commander in the Mission. There were a number of issues that needed to be dealt with in the United Nations Mission in the DRC.  One is the political/military situation on the ground, and the other is the issue of sexual abuse and exploitation by United Nations military and civilian staff.  We’ve had to reinforce the regulations and make sure they are fully enforced.

The Mission and all its facets must be looked at as a whole, but it’s not an issue of pushing out Ambassador Swing.  What he’s coming here to discuss is obviously a timeline for any further transition.  But I don’t want to prejudge the outcome of any meetings he will have here.

Question:  You said the peacekeeping force came under fire from mortars and other heavy armaments.  What other heavy armaments?

Associate Spokesman:  I was told other heavy mortars and anti-tank weapons.

Question:  How large was the FNI force?

Associate Spokesman:  I’d have to check that for you.

Question:  Have there been a significant number of troops added to the Ituri brigade?

Associate Spokesman:  I’m not aware of that, but I’ll check.

Question:  How large geographically was the area to be cordoned off?

Associate Spokesman:  I was not provided with that information, but I’ll get you more details.

Comment:  Given that the United Nations has killed 60 people, that seems to be an episode of sufficient gravity that we should have a briefing.

Question:  Concerning Lebanon, do you have an update from Fitzgerald, and is Larsen heading back to the region?

Associate Spokesman:  No, I do not have an update on Fitzgerald, and we will not be providing daily updates on his work.  I’m sure Mr. Larsen will be going back to the region before he submits his report in April.

I have been corrected.  Patrick Cammaert is not the force commander but rather the divisional commander of United Nations forces in the eastern DRC.  That is one of the changes that was recently instituted, given the size of the country, to put a very high-level commander locally in the eastern part of the country.

Question:  He’s the one who’s commanding all these operations?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, he’s the divisional commander in the eastern DRC.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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The New Zealand Herald - Pacific states spotlight the 'dirty dozen'


BBC - Waves 'brought waste to Somalia'


Bangkok Post - UN unveils B345m recovery programme


a2gay.uk - Environmental Agency Steps UP Battle Against Marine Pollution


Asia Pulse - HEADLINE: S. KOREA, CHINA START YELLOW SEA ECOSYSTEM PROJECT


The Emirates - HEADLINE: U.A.E.: UN-AIDED WEBSITE TO HELP TAP PULSE OF GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT


Herald Sun (Melbourne, Australia) - HEADLINE: Natural tsunami block


BusinessWorld - HEADLINE: Environmental forum set


Thai Press Reports - HEADLINE: INDONESIA ANNOUNCES CONSTRUCTION BAN IN COASTAL AREAS
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