[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





[image: image2.jpg]


 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 3 March  2004

[image: image3.jpg]




Other Environment-related News

· The News International – Global warming:  threat than terrorism?
· ENS - Herbicide Paraquat Lands in European Court
· ENS - Whale Watchers Will Attempt to Write Global Policies
·  BBC - Mars rocks once 'water drenched' 

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP
· ROLAC

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of  2 March  2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  2 March 2004
The News International 

Global warming: bigger threat than terrorism?

WASHINGTON: A worst-case scenario assembled by professional futurists at the request of the US Department of Defence says dramatic climate change could suddenly become a global security nightmare.

The Pentagon released the report, ‘An Abrupt Climate Change Scenario and Its Implications for United States National Security,’ to news organisations earlier this week after Fortune in the US, and the Observer in the UK, carried extensive reports about its contents earlier in the month. Tom Regan says this in a report in Christian Science Monitor, quoting Knight-Ridder.

Pentagon consultant Peter Schwartz, one of the authors of the report, said in a Knight Ridder interview that while the climate change envisioned is drastic, it’s as worthy of advance planning as several other high-impact scenarios that came true, such as planning in 1983 for the end of the Soviet Union, or in 1995 for the possibility that terrorists might crash planes into the World Trade Centre.

Yahoo News reports that Schwartz and co-author Doug Randall, of Global Business Network based in California, said climate change should be considered immediately as a top political and military issue.

Earlier this month, the Financial Times reported that an independent panel commissioned by The World Bank called for the phasing out of all fossil fuels within the next eight years. The panel warned or dire consequences caused by global warming if their recommendations were not heeded. The World Bank, however, decided to reject the recommendations of its panel.

The Pentagon’s study outlined some of the security problems that global warming could create:

—Britain could have winters similar to those in current-day Siberia as European temperatures drop off radically by 2020.

—By 2007 violent storms could make large parts of the Netherlands uninhabitable and lead to a breach in the aqueduct system in California that supplies all water to southern California.

—Europe and the US could become virtual fortresses trying to keep out millions of migrants whose homelands have been wiped out by rising sea levels or made unfarmable by drought. Catastrophic shortages of potable water and energy could lead to widespread war by 2020.

—China’s huge population and food demand make it particularly vulnerable.

—Bangladesh could become nearly uninhabitable because of a rising sea level, which could contaminate the inland water supplies.

In its report last Sunday, the Observer alleged that the Pentagon has tried to cover up the report, which is seen as politically sensitive to the White House during an election year. President Bush’s administration claims that global warming is not as serious a threat as some scientists have reported. Bob Watson, chief scientist for the World Bank and former chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, says that the Pentagon’s dire warnings can no longer be ignored.

"Can Bush ignore the Pentagon? It’s going to be hard to blow off this sort of document. It’s hugely embarrassing. After all, Bush’s single highest priority is national defence. The Pentagon is no wacko, liberal group, generally speaking it is conservative. If climate change is a threat to national security and the economy, then he has to act," Watson said.

But Voice of America reports that the Pentagon has downplayed the significance of the report, saying it is highly speculative. The Pentagon says the reasons for commissioning such a study include a desire to anticipate possible climatic conditions US forces might encounter, as well as the need to know what countries might suffer or benefit from climate change.

And the Washington Times reports that those opposed to global warming theory believe the Pentagon’s report is being misused. "Some alarmists are pointing to the Pentagon report as proof that we face impending climate disaster, but even a brief review shows that that isn’t the case," argues Myron Ebell, director of Global Warming and International Environmental Policy at the Competitive Enterprise Institute. "As with past national security assessments, the Department of Defence was presented with a worst-case scenario, not the likely future," he says. "The Pentagon naturally believes it has to research any possible threat whether it be an alien invasion, an accidental nuclear detonation, or catastrophic climate change," he adds.

But the Associated Press reports that study’s authors (who also said the report was not ‘secretive or suppressed’) asserted the plausibility of severe and rapid climate change is higher than most scientists and nearly all politicians think. They also concluded it could happen sooner than generally believed. "This report suggests that because of the potentially dire consequences, the risk of abrupt climate change, although uncertain and quite possibly small, should be elevated beyond a scientific debate to a US national security concern," they wrote.

Danny Rabinowitz of Israel’s Ha’aretz argues that, although the Pentagon study is not based on any special discoveries or on new information, and that it’s authors are not scientists, "two elements in the document could have the effect of changing the discourse about global warming." First, the linkage they study talks about between changes in climate and geopolitical stability. And second, the identity of the study’s sponsor, the Pentagon official that commissioned the report.

The sponsor of the report is Andrew Marshall, a Pentagon adviser and one of the individuals who has exerted the greatest influence on Pentagon thinking for the past 30 years. The highest credibility can be attributed to Marshall’s joining, at the age of 82, the chorus of those who have been warning against the effects of global warming.

Marshall, with his distinct security orientation, is highly regarded in the field in which he has been engaged throughout his professional life in assessment of risks and translating the conclusions into national working plans.

Recently, Sir David King, Chief Scientist in British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s government, has said that global warming is a greater threat to the world’s long term security than terrorism, a statement that reportedly upset the White House.

He also wrote in the ‘Science’ magazine that the Bush administration "is failing to take up the challenge of global warming."

ENS

Herbicide Paraquat Lands in European Court 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, March 2, 2004 (ENS) - The herbicide paraquat must not be permitted for agricultural use in Europe, a coalition of international trade union organizations and environmental NGOs has decided. The coalition Monday filed a lawsuit with the European Court of First Instance challenging the European Commission's decision last December to grant approval for the herbicide across the European Union. 

The coalition contends that the Commission decision ignored readily available scientific evidence on the toxic effects of paraquat on humans and the environment, and that the approval violates the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the European Union Treaty - in particular the precautionary principle - and secondary EU law. 

Agricultural workers' unions and environmental groups have campaigned for years to ban the use of paraquat, which is responsible for a substantial number of the tens of thousands of annual pesticide related deaths. 

Once absorbed through the skin or lungs or orally ingested, its effects are irreversible. There is no known antidote to paraquat poisoning. A potentially fatal link has been documented between paraquat exposure and Parkinson's disease. 

Agricultural workers are regularly exposed to this toxic substance during handling and mixing, spraying and working in freshly sprayed fields, the coalition says. 

But Syngenta, the manufacturer of Gramoxone®, which contains paraquat as the active ingredient, maintains that when the product is diluted and sprayed, the principal route of occupational exposure is via the skin, especially the hands but also, during handheld application, to the forelegs. 

[image: image4.jpg]


Spraying an English field for weeds. (Photo by Ian Britton courtesy FreeFoto)
"Paraquat is poorly absorbed through human skin and any small amounts that may be absorbed in normal occupational use are well below those needed to induce toxic effects in the lung, the most sensitive target organ for paraquat. If this does occur, these extremely small amounts are quickly excreted in the urine," Syngenta says. "Inhalation exposure is negligible as paraquat has a very low vapor pressure and spray droplet sizes are far too large to enter the lung." 

The coalition contends that paraquat is persistent and accumulates in the soil with repeated applications. This long term contamination and unacceptable risks to wildlife populations are well documented in the scientific literature. 

Their lawsuit argues that all of this was ignored by the Commission, whose decision to authorize paraquat came in response to an unprecedented lobbying effort by Syngenta and the wider pesticides lobby in the main EU member states. 

Syngenta takes issue with the coalition's characterization of paraquat. The company says Gramoxone "has been widely used in over 120 countries throughout the world and over a period of 40 years relatively few problems have been reported from occupational exposure." 

When manufacturer's instructions have been followed, even allowing for some minor predictable deviations, there have been no substantiated cases of serious health effects having resulted from systemic absorption of paraquat, associated with occupational use, Syngenta says. 

Instead, the company blames any health problems on "incorrect spraying practices" that can occasionally result in problems of skin irritation, nail damage or nose bleeding, mainly in handheld applications. Such irritation or damage is "reversible when exposure to paraquat is stopped," the company says. 

But the coalition says the Commission made its decision to permit use of paraquat in the face of opposition from environmental, public health and trade union organizations whose members are in the front line of exposure. 

It was opposed by EU member states where paraquat had previously been banned - Austria, Denmark, Finland and Sweden. The government of Sweden has launched an independent challenge to the approval decision in the European Court of Justice. 

"Paraquat must be banned to protect the environment and human health," said John Hontelez, secretary general of the European Environmental Bureau (EEB), a coalition of 143 member organizations in 31 countries. 

"The European Commission has ignored publicly available scientific evidence of the hazards associated with paraquat and pushed through its decision behind the closed doors of the Member States' Committee meetings," said Hontelez. "This can only lead to a loss of public confidence in how pesticides are approved in the EU. That is why this lawsuit is necessary." 
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Spraying paraquat to kill weeds in Costa Rica (Photo by Rafael Luperico courtesy COEH )
"Paraquat has no place in an agriculture which is socially and environmentally sustainable," said Ron Oswald, general secretary of the International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers' Associations. 

"EU approval not only places European agricultural workers at greater risk, forcing paraquat on to the market in countries where unions have successfully fought to have it banned," said Oswald, "it encourages its further use in developing countries, despite the known dangers paraquat poses to humans and the environment. 

The European Union must assume global responsibility for its decisions in this area, he said. 

The consequences of the EU paraquat approval are already being felt. Syngenta made use of the EU decision to mount a public relations and lobbying campaign in Malaysia to reverse that country's phased ban on paraquat. 

The paraquat lobby is also active in Central America, where paraquat use has been criticized. 

Other members of the coalition are - IUF's European regional organization, the Pesticides Action Network Europe, the Dutch Society for Nature and Environment, and the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________


ENS

Whale Watchers Will Attempt to Write Global Policies 
CAPE TOWN, South Africa, March 2, 2004 (ENS) - It is not whale watching season in South Africa. Only from July to December can whales be seen along South African shores - humpbacks, southern rights, Bryde's whales, orcas - but this week the world's whale watching community is gathering in Cape Town to try to agree on a global whalewatching strategy. 

Deputy Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Rejoice Mabudafhasi will open the first International Whale Watching Workshop in South Africa on Thursday at the Breakwater Lodge in Cape Town. 

A whale surfaces to breathe near the South African coast. (Photo courtesy Cape Info)
The main objective of the whale watching workshop is to develop international scientific advisory frameworks for the proper management of whale watching globally. 

The workshop is supported by the International Whaling Commission (IWC) and is a first of its kind where scientists and managers meet together at this level to find solutions to issues surrounding sustainable whale watching. 

Representatives from 11 countries will be there including - Australia, Brazil, Canada, Italy, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

National and international participants will include marine resource and conservation managers from both governmental and nongovernmental organizations and associations. 

There will be representatives from universities, the British High Commission and tourism organizations. 

Delegates will review the scientific basis for management of whale watching and try to harmonize their various regimes. While all countries agree that the whales should not be chased or cornered between two vessels, other guidelines vary widely. 

The United States wants whale watchers to stay at least 30 meters away from the marine mammals, except in the case of the rare Northern right whale, when 457 meters (500 yards) is the proper distance from this species, the U.S. says. 

Australia and Brazil say each say their whale watchers should not approach closer than 100 meters to any whale. 

Argentina says whale watchers should keep a minimum distance of 100 meters between the vessels and the whale while engines are on; not less than 50 meters with engines off. 

A whale breaches off the coast of Cape Town. (Photo courtesy Sunshine 365)
In Canada the operator of a commercial vessel operating under a marine tour business permit shall not permit the vessel to approach a cetacean within a distance of between 100 and 200 meters for more than two periods of 30 minutes each during each excursion. 

Iceland says that if a whale watching boat is already near the whale or whales, an approaching boat should not come closer than 200 to 300 meters until the first boat leaves or indicates that it is safe to approach. 

Japan says vessels must slow down within 200 meters of the targeted whale, and cannot go any closer than 50 meters. 

Madagascar warns whale watchers not to approach a group of whales any closer than 300 meters. If the group is a mother and calf or consists of four or more animals, whale watchers should stay at a distance of 400 meters. 

It will take more than a week to harmonize all these approaches, but the whale watchers will give it a try. They will discuss future management development and implementation frameworks to ensure "both the minimization of negative impacts and optimal sustainable tourism," the South African Ministry of Environment and Tourism said. 

Particular focus will be on socio-economic benefits and staffers will attempt to promote effective involvement of coastal communities in the management of whale watching. 

South Africa was chosen as host country because of its experience in shark cage tourism as well as whale watching, the ministry said.

BBC

Mars rocks once 'water drenched' 
Nasa says its Mars rover Opportunity has shown unequivocally that the Red Planet had the right conditions to support life some time in its history. 
The rover has revealed the rocks at its landing site were once in contact with substantial amounts of liquid water. 

"These rocks were modified in liquid water and may have been precipitated in water," said scientist Steve Squyres. 

Opportunity has been studying the local geology at a location called Meridiani Planum since its landing on 25 January. 

Professor Squyres, the principal investigator on the rover's science payload, said his team had been engaged in a fine analysis of a section layered bedrock at the landing site. 

"For the last two weeks we've been attacking it with every piece of our hardware and the puzzle pieces have been falling into place," he told a special news conference at the US space agency's headquarters in Washington DC. 

"Were these rocks acted upon, were they altered by liquid water? The answer to that question is, definitively, yes." 

Rich in sulphur 
He said there were several key lines of evidence to support the conclusion. 

These included the rocks' physical appearance. Their cross-bedding, the presence of small spherules and indentations all pointed to water modification. 

The rover's instruments also detected high levels of sulphate salts which on Earth would normally form in water or, after formation, be highly altered by long exposures to water. 

"The only way you can form such large concentrations of salt is dissolve it in water and allow the water to evaporate," said mission scientist Dr Benton Clark. 

In particular, the rover found jarosite, an iron sulphate mineral which suggests an acid-rich lake or hot-spring environment might have existed at Meridiani Planum. 

"The purpose of this mission was to go to Mars and see if it had habitable environments," said Professor Squyres. 

"We believe at this place on Mars for some period in time... this was a ground water environment that would have been suitable for life. That doesn't mean that life was there. We don't know that." 

Rock return 
The scientists still have to show the rocks were originally laid down by minerals precipitating out of solution at the bottom of a salty lake or sea - that they were formed like the water-derived sedimentary rocks found on Earth. 

Nasa's scientists said it was not possible to say when the wet environment at Meridiani Planum existed. 

Neither the Opportunity rover, nor its twin, Spirit, is equipped to date rocks. 

"The best way to get at the age is going to be to bring some of this stuff back," said Professor Squyres. 

And Nasa officials believe a sample return mission should now be a priority. 

"One of the pathways of exploration... is to undertake perhaps the most challenging robotic science mission we could imagine to another world - and that is to return pieces of Mars to Earth," said Dr Jim Garvin, the lead scientist for Mars and the Moon at the space agency's headquarters. 

"These first results are a good compass point that says 'we know a good place go and get Mars, figure it out on site like we're doing and bring it home to all those [Earth] labs'." 

He said a future mission could involve a rover that scoured the surface for interesting rocks which it then took back to a mothership for despatch to Earth. 

Opportunity and Spirit are controlled by a team of scientists and engineers working out of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California. 

Spirit touched down in Gusev Crater on the far side of Mars to Opportunity on 4 January. It is investigating an area which scientists think may once have held a lake. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

3 March 2004
UNEP in the news

Environment Plunder is Blamed On Poor Policies

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Inadequate policies on land use are to blame for the widespread environmental degradation in Africa, a Cabinet minister has said. Dr Newton Kulundu, of Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife, said uncontrolled economic activities and unplanned infrastructure development have continued unabated resulting in the degradation of nature. The situation has been compounded by a mismatch between population and economic growth in Africa, he said. "The uncontrolled use of agricultural chemicals has polluted land and water resources posing a danger to human health. General industrial activities have also exacerbated the pollution," said the minister. To counter this threatening situation, he said, all environment stakeholders in Africa should embrace team work so as to agitate for the relevant reforms Kulundu was opening a four-day workshop for Anglophone African countries at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi. The theme of the conference is "Compliance with Enforcement of Multilateral Agreement" Said Kulundu: "We are all aware that the issues before us are many and no single nation can offer solutions to all of them; No lone national can stabilise the climate, protect the ozone layer and preserve the planet's biodivesity."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403020324.html
General environment news

Support for Global Climate Monitor

Business Day (Johannesburg): Senior government officials from more than 30 countries meeting in Cape Town laid the political foundation for an ambitious plan to link thousands of land-, sea-, and space-based observation facilities. The intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) hopes that its globally integrated System of Systems will improve the prediction of environmental changes and assist countries to better manage natural disasters. Rather than setting up a large number of centralized databases, the plan is to devise a virtual data-sharing mechanism. The ad-hoc group produced a seven-page GEO framework document, which will be used to develop a 10-year implementation plan for the GEO System of Systems. The framework document is expected to be signed off at the second Earth Observation Summit in Tokyo at the end of in April, and the implementation plan is to be signed into effect in Brussels next February. SA is one of the GEO group's four co-chairs, along with Japan, the US and the European Commission.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403020118.html
Earth Bricks to Save Energy

New Vision (Kampala): UGANDA'S energy consumption trend indicates that woody biomass caters for over 90% of energy supply. Petroleum caters for only 5% and electricity 1%. The high tariffs imposed on electricity dictates that wood will continue to be used as fuel, hence further diminishing the natural forest. Uganda's land area now has only 3% of natural forest cover left. But new and renewable energy sources, which include solar, wind, geothermal and bio-gas is not being exploited. Deforestation in Uganda is estimated to occur at a rate of 500-650 trees per square kilometers annually. One avenue through which Uganda's forest is fast being depleted other than timber harvest; charcoals burning and firewood collection is brick baking. Mubarak Silim Nahdy, head of Makerere University Architecture department, estimates that 28 big trees are consumed in fire to bake seven tons of brick, which goes into construction of a three-classroom block or an equivalent of a small house. "The future is really in using earth brick technology if we want to save our country's trees," says Mubarak. He adds that Makerere University's Faculty of Technology is developing a course unit on earth brick technology, which shall be examinable in the near future. In Bushenyi district like in few other parts of the country, efforts are ongoing to popularize the use of earth bricks and cut back on deforestation. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403020625.html
SA to Host International Whale Watching Workshop

BuaNews (Pretoria): Deputy Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Rejoice

Mabudafhasi will on Thursday open the first International Whale Watching Workshop in Cape Town, aimed at developing a proper management framework for whale watching globally. The main objective of the workshop is to develop international scientific advisory frameworks for the proper management of whale watching globally. Delegates will develop an international scientific advisory framework for whale watching globally by discussing future management development and to ensure the negative impacts on Eco-tourism are minimized. Particular focus would be on coastal communities living within whale-watching spots and their effective involvement in the management of such areas so as to get economic benefits. The workshop is supported by the International Whaling Commission (IWC) and is the first of its kind where scientists and managers will together try to find solutions to issues surrounding sustainable whale watching. South Africa was chosen as host country because of its vast experience in shark cage tourism as well as whale watching both in the Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal provinces.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403020165.html
Flood: Fear Mounts Over Ogunpa River

Vanguard (Lagos): -There are fears that as the raining season approaches, the non-completion of the channelisation of the River Ogunpa may lead to another wave of flood-induced disaster in the ancient city of Ibadan, the Oyo State capital. Residents of the area are mobilizing to send a SOS to the Federal Ministry of Works.  The city last witnessed a flood disaster in August 1980, when the Ogunpa River overflowed its banks, killing over 100 people. It also destroyed over 5,000 houses and rendered over 50,000 residents homeless.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403020581.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 02 March 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

Central-Asian UNEP Office to be opened in Kazakhstan 
Astana. March 1. KAZINFORM. Increase of the number of the UNEP projects in the Central Asia and the size of their financing requires more coordination in ecological sphere what has necessitated creation of the Central Asian UNEP Office in Kazakhstan. Today this has been told at the bilateral talks of Environmental Protection Minister Aitkul Samakova and UNEP Director on Asia and Pacific region Surendra Shresta, our correspondent has learnt in the press service of the Ministry. 
http://www.inform.kz/showarticle.php?lang=eng&id=69383 

_________________________________________________________________________

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP news update – 3 March 2004

UN or UNEP News

Forum on Economic Development and Environmental Protection in Western China held in Guiling

China Environment News 2004-3-3, Guiling Daily 2004-3-1

A Forum on Economic Development and Environmental Protection in Western China was held during 27-29 February 2004 in Guiling, Guangxi Province, China. Challenges in development, experiences and lessons in environment protection, priorities in the environment and development and measures for addressing the environment problems were discussed. Coordinator of UNEP China Office and a representative from UNDP attended the meeting and made presentations.

General Environment News

New int’l fund fights regional health crises

People’s Daily, China Daily 2004-3-3

Participants at the China-ASEAN Special Meeting on High Pathogenic Avian Influenza Control agreed that regional cooperation is a key weapon in combating disease that transcends all boundaries. A statement issued at this meeting which lists a series of measures that China and ASEAN members will take to fight bird flu. It calls for the strengthening bilateral and multilateral cooperation with international organizations such as FAO, WHO and the World Organization for Animal Health.

Scheme seeks AIDS prevention

China Daily 2004-3-3
A global HIV/AIDS programme aimed at finding new strategies to prevent the spread of the virus was officially launched yesterday in Beijing. “The major strategy of our programme is to prevent secondary generation transmission of HIV from the existing carriers to more people,” said Ray Yip, director of the China Office of the Global AIDS Programme, run by the US Centre for Disease Control in Atlanta, Georgia. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –3 March 2004
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	'Precaution should be the new paradigm for conservation'

	



By Marcela Valente*
Award-winning Argentine biologist Claudio Campagna is promoting a new model for preserving the whale habitat of the Patagonian coast.
BUENOS AIRES - "We must exchange the current conservation paradigm for one that is based on the precautionary principle," Argentine biologist Claudio Campagna, expert in marine mammals of the South Atlantic, said in a dialogue with Tierramérica. 

"It is unacceptable that less than one percent of the ocean is protected," said Campagna, who holds a doctorate in biology from the University of California. 

Honored last week with a 150-thousand-dollar award from the University of Miami's ocean sciences institute, Campagna plans to develop this new conservation model along the coast of Argentina's southern Patagonia region through the "Sea and Sky" program. 

According to the goals of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in 2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa, protected marine areas should be expanded by 2012. The southern Patagonian ecosystem, which extends along the entire Argentine Atlantic coast, is one of the sites to be protected. 

Author of "The Whales of Patagonia", among other books on marine animals, Campagna is a researcher at the National Patagonia Center in Puerto Madryn, in the southern province of Chubut, where thousands of tourists flock each year to go on whale-watching tours. 

- What makes the Patagonian marine ecosystem unique? 
- The Malvinas current, associated with the unique distribution of plants and animals of the sea platform and, in particular, the continental slope, favor the development of fronts of high productivity, which sustain a rich biological diversity in this area. 

- What are the main threats to the ecosystem? 
- One major problem for any marine ecosystem is the illegal fishing by other countries, because it isn't regulated. The collateral effects of those fishing operations, such as the incidental catches and the discarding of species that lack commercial value, aggravate environmental deterioration. But the lack of information that would help in environmental management is another serious problem. In conservation, indifference and ignorance sustain all other problems. 

- Are there "early warning" indicators for these threats? 
- Indicators and monitoring of species is not a simple matter. We are applying techniques like the use of "landscape species" which permit the study of a minimum number of species whose ecological necessities encompass all the rest. This maximizes the effects of monitoring efforts. Technology allows us to study the movement of individual animals over large areas, such as sea elephants or the giant albatross, which travel thousands of kilometers and utilize areas covering hundreds of thousands of square kilometers to search for food. 

- Do you think whale-watching tourism and greater awareness about the danger of extinction are helping to slow the decline of the whale population? 
- In reality, the killing of the whale species that is the focus of the whale-watching industry ended long before this form of tourism was consolidated, and not for conservation reasons, but rather because it was no longer economically efficient to spend weeks at sea hunting for whales that no longer existed. That is how many species of sea mammals were spared. Today, international limits on whaling are beginning to have an effect on species like the southern right whale, whose population is on the rise. However, the total population is small compared to the number of whales estimated to have existed before the era of international whaling. 

- In your book "The Whales of Patagonia", you say that one "charismatic" species allows the conservation of the entire ecosystem that sustains it. What other species are preserved by protecting the southern right whale? 
- If the area used by the whale is protected, then sea lions, fur seals, various species of penguins, part of the area used by sea elephants, giant petrels and possibly the species of fish and invertebrates that are the basis of the whole ecosystem would be preserved. 

- What does the "Sea and Sky" project entail? 
- The project aims to generate a simple but integrated management model for the ecosystem. It should be a dynamic model that incorporates the seasonal aspects of different phenomena and the interconnectedness of the oceans. The ocean environments need different theoretical tools than land environments. Management and monitoring standards specific to the region could be designed. 

- Would this contribute towards achieving the goal of the Johannesburg Summit, which proposes expanding the number and size of protected marine areas? 
- Undoubtedly. It is unacceptable that less than one percent of the ocean surface is protected. We must exchange the current conservation paradigm for one that is based on the precautionary principle. Currently we are a long way from being a society or having an institutional framework that is based on these ideas, which is why the project also seeks a change in discourse, in the language and the philosophy of conservation. 

	ARGENTINA: Limits for Corvina Catches 
	

	BUENOS AIRES - Argentina and Uruguay have banned the use of trawl nets to fish for 'corvina rubia' in the Rio de la Plata estuary that the two countries share. The ban lasts from October to March and is intended to protect this species that has begun to suffer the consequences of overexploitation.

The corvina is the most common and abundant fish species of the South American Atlantic coast and can adapt itself to salt and freshwater. 

The Rio de la Plata Administrative Commission and the Maritime Technical Commission, both part of the Rio de la Plata Treaty signed by Argentina and Uruguay, resolved to limit fishing in the areas were the corvina reproduce.

The ban is aimed at fishing vessels that use deep-water trawl nets, and does not apply to smaller fishing operations or sports fishing.

 

 

COLOMBIA: Glyphosate in Nature Reserves 
BOGOTA - Colombia's Environment Minister Sandra Suárez will have to explain to her country's Congress the U.S. financing received for spraying glyphosate herbicide on illegal coca plantations in nature reserves.

Lawmaker Jorge Robledo, of the leftist Independent Workers' Movement, called for Suárez to testify before Congress about the U.S. measure -- part of its foreign operations program -- to finance fumigation efforts to eradicate illicit drug crops in Colombia's nature parks.

Robledo says it is an attack on the environment and collective heritage of the Colombian people.

The Colombian government says there are 15,000 hectares planted with coca, the raw material for cocaine, in the country's nature parks.

Colombia, the second in biodiversity worldwide, after Brazil, has set aside some 10 million hectares as natural preserves, which are also home to several indigenous communities.

 

 

NORTH AMERICA: Transgenic Maize Under Scrutiny 
MEXICO CITY - The Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) of North America will hold a meeting Mar. 11 in Mexico of representatives from civil society, government and academia to study the contamination of Mexican maize with genetically modified material.

The meeting, to take place in Oaxaca, is one more step in the process begun by the CEC in 2002 with the aim of producing a complete report on transgenic contamination of maize in Mexico, the birthplace of this grain.

The CEC report, to be presented later this year, will show how independent the commission is, or whether it is subject to pressures from business and government, Alejandro Calvillo, director of Greenpeace-Mexico, told Tierramérica.

Several studies have indicated that Mexican corn has already been contaminated by genetic material from transgenic varieties imported from the United States.

The CEC report will cover the effects of this contamination on biodiversity, its social and cultural repercussions and a cost-benefit analysis, among other variables.

According to the norms of the CEC (the environmental arm of the North American Free Trade Agreement between Canada, Mexico and the United States), the report may be kept confidential if the three partners so decide.

 

 

GUATEMALA: Fire-Fighting Funds Embezzled 
GUATEMALA CITY - Guatemala was not able to carry out its plans to fight forest fires in 2003 because 62 percent of the million-dollar budget was misappropriated by the officials of the previous administration, the new presidential spokesman, Eduardo González, told Tierramérica.

"The diversion of most of the funds prevented the implementation of the planned policies and the effective fight against the fires that consumed 425,000 hectares of forests," said the official.

According to González, the new government of Oscar Berger has earmarked a budget similar to that of 2003 to fight forest fires.

The efforts will be supported with military patrols by land and air, mostly in the northern department of El Petén, which is hardest hit by the fires.

 

 

HONDURAS: Eco-Manual for Journalists 
TEGUCIGALPA - The Honduran Environmental Prosecutor has published a manual for journalists that explains the agency's legal and judicial procedures in handling environmental crimes, as well as actions for protecting ecosystems.

The manual is an attempt to help the communications media to better understand and better found their stories on environmental issues, "given that lack of knowledge of some technical terminology sometimes leads to incorrect interpretations," environmental prosecutor Mario Chinchilla told Tierramérica.

"The Honduran Manual for Environmental Journalists" explains the various steps in dealing with a crime against the environment and contains concepts, guidelines and contact information for related government agencies and offices.

This new tool will help orient journalists' work, but more training is needed in order to raise awareness in the media, according to members of the media. "Often the media ignore our denunciations because of lack of understanding," said environmental journalist Dolores Valenzuela.

 

 

PERU: Millions Needed to Clean Up Mining Waste 
LIMA - Peru needs to spend some 200 million dollars to recuperate the environmental losses caused by mines that are now inactive or abandoned, according to government sources.

The "environmental liabilities of mining" are the installation, run-off, and waste deposits of the mines, which continue to pose environmental dangers.

Since 1992, mining concessions include commitments from the mining companies to take measures that reduce and reverse the negative environmental impacts of their activities.

But there are more than 700 mining areas predating the 1992 regulation that have dangerous materials.

The Ministry of Energy and Mining will try to identify those responsible and require them to clean up the areas, said lawmaker Luis Flores, vice-president of the congressional Environment and Ecology Commission.

And the Peruvian government will have to gradually assume the costs of the older mines, where the concessionary companies no longer exist.
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CHILE-ENVIRONMENT:
Melting of Glaciers Requires Urgent Action 

Gustavo González 


SANTIAGO, Mar 1 (IPS) - The melting of glaciers in the Patagonian region at the southern tip of Latin America requires urgent international action, without waiting for the United States to sign the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, Chilean environmentalists and government experts told IPS. 

The glacial retreat in Patagonia, a region shared by Argentina and Chile, was highlighted by a recent month-long expedition by a team of 25 scientists and activists on the Greenpeace vessel Arctic Sunrise. 

The expedition, which ended in mid-February, set out from Amsterdam and toured Patagonia, observing the Perito Moreno and Upsala glaciers in Argentina, as well as six other glaciers on the Chilean side after passing through the Strait of Magellan. 

Chilean experts joined the Arctic Sunrise for that part of the journey, whose mission was to document the state of the glaciers and the damages caused by climate change, a phenomenon blamed on the greenhouse effect caused by emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other gases resulting from the burning of fossil fuels. 

The team observed the Grey, San Quintin, San Rafael and Pius XI glaciers, as well as glaciers number 31 and 12 in the Southern Patagonian Ice Field. Greenpeace noted that all of them, with the exception of Pius XI, are in retreat. 

Prominent local environmentalist Sara Larraín, president of the non-governmental organisation Sustainable Chile, told IPS that the first to feel the effects of global warming are small island states and countries with extensive shorelines, due to the rise in the sea level caused by the melting of glaciers and of the ice caps at the poles. 

But global warming also affects the migration of species, she added. 

''It has been estimated that for every one degree rise in the average global temperature, ecosystems, or more specifically flora, shift 100 kms away from the equator, in the direction of the North or South Poles,'' she explained. 

''This is an issue that directly affects biodiversity and the biological wealth of nations,'' because in these shifts or migrations of ecosystems, species that are unable to swiftly adapt to the changes will be lost, said Larraín. 

She also said there would be an enormous impact on agriculture and on the farming methods that are used. 

Scientific studies estimate that the greenhouse effect drove up the average global temperature by 0.6 degrees Celsius in the 20th century, and researchers project that the temperature will rise between 1.4 and 5.8 degrees over the next 100 years, if the current levels of emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases are not reduced. 

Larraín also pointed out that for every one degree increase in the global temperature, the sea level rises around 50 cms. 

Using data from the NASA (U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration) Shuttle Topographic Radar expedition, Chilean scientists Gino Casassa and Andrés Rivera calculate that the retreat of the glaciers in Patagonia accounts for nine percent of the increase in the sea level, or 0.11 mms a year. 

Gonzalo Villarino, executive director of Greenpeace-Chile, said in an interview with IPS that this Southern Cone country of 16 million produces 0.02 percent of all greenhouse gases, compared to the United States, which accounts for 25 to 30 percent of the global total. 

Villarino and Larraín concurred that it is essential for the United States and Russia to ratify the Kyoto Protocol. The head of the Climatology Department in Chile's Meteorological Agency, Jorge Carrasco, also told IPS that developing countries must lobby hard to get the international treaty approved and ratified. 

''All countries must make progress towards that goal, acknowledge the problem, and begin to work in support of renewable energy sources, an aspect in which Chile is lagging,'' said Villarino. 

Larraín observed that at the 2002 Summit for the Environment and Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, the countries of Latin America pledged to move towards the goal of making renewable sources, like solar, wind and geothermal energy, account for 10 percent of their total energy production. 

''Many countries made similar commitments, and there are also other routes to be taken. Governments must come up with the solutions and political instruments, instead of waiting for the United States,'' said the activist. 

''The United States has not only failed to ratify the Kyoto Protocol,'' she underlined. ''It has not ratified the Biosafety Convention, or disarmament treaties, either. Although it talks about taking part in the multilateral system, in the end it doesn't sign the international conventions,'' said Larraín. 

Developing countries must join efforts to influence international negotiations, she added, saying Latin America should strengthen its cooperation ties, on the financial and technological levels, with the European Union, which is determined to move towards the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol even without the United States. 

''Chile has a huge capacity for using solar, wind, and geothermal resources, but it is not developing them, with the exception of small isolated projects in rural areas, because there is not enough investment and renewable energy sources generally require a large initial investment,'' said Larraín. 

Carrasco said Argentina and Chile should promote truly sustainable development, based on ''clean energy'', and should use the mechanisms created by the Kyoto Protocol to help countries incorporate clean technologies. (END/2004)
· Greenpeace International
· Chile Sustentable - in Spanish 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ Prepared by News Services Section





DH/4091
http://www.un.org/News/






2 March 2004



T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan, Security Council denounce terrorist attacks in Iraq and Pakistan

*
Haiti: Annan urges international community to stay for long haul


*
Hospitals in Haiti cease full operations due to insecurity, lack of utilities-UN


*
North-South divide on global threats is unnecessary, Annan says

*
Security Council commends UN mission’s handling of tensions in DR Congo
*
Africa to dominate Security Council programme for March, President says

*
DPR of Korea: Annan welcomes progress in latest multilateral talks


*
Iraq: UN panel ready to inspect for prohibited arms at Security Council’s request


*
Animal diseases could lead to world trade losses of $10 billion in 2004 - UN

*
UN refugee envoy begins mission to Chad


*
Guatemala: UN mission urges stepped-up efforts to address past abuses


*
Equatorial Guinea: UN launches project to achieve universal primary education


*
UN refugee agency plans to repatriate 35,000 Somalis this year

* * * * 

Terrorist Attacks


2 March – Condemning today’s terrorist attacks in Iraq and Pakistan that have left scores dead or injured, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he is particularly appalled they took place around Muslim shrines during the holy occasion of Ashura. 


In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan urged Iraqis “to refrain from acts that could undermine efforts to achieve national reconciliation at this delicate stage of the country’s political situation.” 


He also reiterated that all Iraqis should work toward building political consensus and national reconciliation. 


Reacting also to today’s attack on an Ashura procession in the Pakistani city of Quetta, Mr. Annan said he was “similarly appalled” and voiced condemnation of the “cowardly” offensive. 


The Secretary-General offered his condolences to the families of the victims, noting that “all terrorist acts, whatever their justifications, are morally reprehensible and wholly indefensible.” 


Asked by reporters whether the UN believed the Iraq bombings were part of a plan by some people to pit Sunni Muslims and Shia Muslims against each other, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said “we would like to think…that the attacks are politically motivated and not based on religion, or not solely based on religion.” 


The bombings of shrines in Karbala and Baghdad in Iraq and the fatal shooting of participants in the procession in Quetta have also been denounced by the Security Council and the Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. 


Ambassador Jean Marc de la Sablière of France, Security Council President for March, described the attacks as horrendous. Speaking to reporters in New York, he added that the Council condemned attempts to divide Muslims against each other. 


Bertrand Ramcharan, the Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, said the attacks could not be justified in any way and called for an all-out effort to bring those responsible to justice. 


“I sincerely hope the attacks will not make it more difficult to carry out the essential work of laying down a human rights infrastructure in the country,” he said in a statement released in Geneva. “Indeed, they make that task all the more important.” 

* * *

Haiti


2 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan appealed today to the international community to keep its focus on helping the people of Haiti. 


“We should put the people of Haiti at the centre of everything we try to do and try and help them build a better future,” he told journalists as he entered UN Headquarters. 


“And as I have indicated before, I hope this time the international community will go in for the long haul and not a quick turn-around,” he stressed. “We need to work with them to stabilize the country and sustain the effort. It may take years and I hope we will have the patience to do it.” 


Meanwhile, UN staff members in Haiti returned to their offices yesterday to resume work, especially on the UN Flash Appeal for humanitarian aid to Haiti, which is to be presented to donor countries as soon as possible. 


The UN is trying to make a rapid assessment of stock in its storehouses to see what humanitarian supplies remain after the widespread recent looting. 


Over the weekend, as chaos mounted, UN staff members worked from their homes or hotels. 


The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has issued its own emergency appeal for $7.6 million to provide relief for children and women caught up by the collapse of civil authority. 


UNICEF, which has 11 international staff and 17 national staff in Haiti, said a humanitarian flight would arrive in Port-au-Prince tomorrow from Copenhagen, Denmark, carrying health and educational kits. 


Even before the crisis, the situation for Haitian children was among the worst in the world, according to the agency. More than one in 10 Haitian children die before the age of five. More than 200,000 have lost one or both parents to AIDS, and up to 6.7 per cent of young women are living with HIV/AIDS. Maternal mortality is also among the highest in the world. 


“We have to keep children alive now by vaccinating them and providing clean water,” said UNICEF chief Carol Bellamy. “But we’re also looking six months ahead, and to a range of solutions that are going to be needed to get Haitian children back to school, and to ensure that children and mothers have basic life-saving medical care.”

* * *

Haiti: Hospitals

1 March – Most of Haiti’s hospitals and health centres ceased full operations over the weekend following the uprising which led to the resignation of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, and many medical emergencies have not been dealt with, according to United Nations health officials in the Caribbean nation.


“The situation in Port-au-Prince is serious because of the interruption of basic services, some of which were facing difficulties even before this crisis,” said Jean-Luc Poncelet, head of Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Relief for the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). There are eight hospitals in the Port-au-Prince area alone, but none of them has been able to take care of patients.

PAHO officials appealed to all parties to respect the neutrality of hospitals and medical centres.

“We must first, and urgently, resume and strengthen the services that already existed,” Dr. Poncelet stressed. There are numerous agencies and personnel in the country ready to resume their work as soon as the security situation improves.” 

The situation has been exacerbated by a lack of electricity and water triggered by fuel shortages and a suspension of shipments of medical supplies, including surgical kits, essential drugs and vaccines, due to looting at the port and airport in Port-au-Prince, the capital.

Among the most critical needs are fuel to operate generators and power stations for the supply of water to health centres and hospitals. PAHO officials also noted a critical need for propane gas to keep vaccines in refrigeration.


PAHO, the world’s oldest public health organization, was established in 1902 and serves as the regional office for the UN World Health Organization (WHO). Officials said their work was being carried out in an atmosphere of tension and fear with most people staying in their homes and off the streets.

PAHO has set up an emergency centre at its Washington, D.C. headquarters, to coordinate the work of its 12 officials on the ground in Haiti. 
* * *

North-South divide

1 March – A high-level panel examining change at the United Nations should show there is no need for a North-South divide when determining the greatest threats to the world, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said tonight. 


Mr. Annan said it was important to “get away from the idea” that terrorism and weapons of mass destruction are only of interest to the North, and poverty and hunger only of concern to the South, according to the text of his address at UN Headquarters to the Board of Trustees of the Brookings Institution, a United States think tank. 


“I think we need a clear global understanding of the threats and challenges that we all have to face, because to neglect any one of them might fatally undermine our efforts to confront the others,” he said. 


The Secretary-General appointed a High-Level Panel of eminent persons late last year to consider contemporary threats and challenges to the world and to examine how the UN system should be adapted in response. 


Tonight he said he hoped the Panel would make specific recommendations for improving the UN. 


“I believe the main reason why some countries resort to unilateral action is that they do not have confidence that a collective response would be timely or effective,” he said. “That, above all, is what we have to change.” 


Mr. Annan added that the answer may lie in “some kind of new compact between the United States and the rest of the world, comparable to that forged by the Great Powers in 1945.” 


At the same time, he refrained from going into further detail in order to provide room for the experts to reach their own conclusions. “I want to leave the Panel itself time and space to do its work, without me telling its members what to think,” he explained.

* * *

MONUC

2 March – The Security Council today commended the United Nations mission (MONUC) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) for resolving tensions in Bukavu and responding to violence in Ituri.

In a statement to the press, Council President Jean-Marc de la Sablière of France also condemned recent atrocities as well as propaganda against MONUC.

Addressing the armed groups in the DRC, he emphasized that “such actions will not be tolerated any more” and voiced support for the UN mission’s “robust” mandate. Late last month, UN troops returned fire against attacking militia in Ituri.

The Security Council called on the DRC’s transitional government to exercise its authority in the eastern areas of the country and to punish those responsible for these crimes, he said.

“They underline the importance of nominating provincial governors, which must be done without delay and in a transparent and consultative manner,” Mr. de la Sablière said at a press conference, which followed a closed-door Council briefing by UN peacekeeping chief Jean-Marie Guéhenno.

The 15 members also urged all governments in the region to ensure that their territories are not used to support armed groups operating in Ituri and in North and South Kivu.

* * *

Security Council

2 March – The Security Council’s schedule for March will be dominated by African issues, especially efforts to guarantee stability in the western part of the continent, the incoming Council President said today.

Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, which holds the 15-member body’s rotating presidency during March, announced an upcoming major public meeting to discuss Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s report on cross-border problems in West Africa.

Those invited to speak at the 25 March event included representatives of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), agencies working in the region and the major donors. The aim was to encourage an integrated approach to such problems as refugees, arms trafficking, mercenaries and child soldiers, he said.

In addition, the Council plans to study the continued deployment of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), as well as the renewal of a reduced UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), he noted, adding that work was also under way to assess the possibility of a UN peacekeeping mission in Burundi.

In the second week of March, he said, the Council would examine the Secretary-General’s report on the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE). The mission’s mandate was set to expire at a time when one of the countries would not receive the Special Envoy appointed to renew their dialogue.

More than two years after the attack on the United States on 11 September 2001 and the adoption of a key Council resolution in response, the time had come to evaluate the effectiveness of the measures governments were taking to fight terrorism, Mr. de La Sablière said.

A new resolution, based on a recent report from Spain, should serve to enhance the work of the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), he said.

* * *

DPRK

2 March – Praising the latest round of multilateral talks concerning the Korean peninsula, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today they have “opened a pathway to full-fledged and continuing negotiations” about achieving a durable peace in the region.

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said the six-party talks held in Beijing last week “produced a noticeable step forward toward a nuclear-weapons-free Korean peninsula.”

The Secretary-General commended the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), the United States and the other countries involved – China, the Republic of Korea, Japan and the Russian Federation – for their commitment to peacefully resolving the issues. He also singled out China for its “effective role as host and facilitator.”

Mr. Annan said the so-called Beijing process will still “confront serious challenges, particularly in light of the lack of mutual trust and confidence amongst some of the parties.”

He said his Personal Envoy to the DPRK, Maurice Strong, will work with the parties to try to mobilize the international community behind the push for peace on the Korean peninsula.

* * *

UNMOVIC


2 March – The United Nations commission set up to monitor and destroy Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction is continuing its work and stands ready to resume operations in the country at the request of the Security Council, according to a document released today at UN Headquarters in New York.


In its quarterly report, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) describes its ongoing work, including elaborating a compendium of Iraq’s past proscribed weapons programmes.

In part, that text seeks to explore “specific signatures and indicators of activities relating to weapons of mass destruction and the identification of related facilities, and how the detection of those signs can be applied to future monitoring.” Outside suppliers to Iraq are also being examined, as well as Baghdad’s methods for hiding the purpose of its procurement activities.

The report notes that lessons drawn from the Iraq experience “may be useful and applicable in other non-proliferation contexts.” 

UNMOVIC received no official information during the period under review on the testimony of David Kay, the former head of the United States Iraq Survey Group, before the US Senate Armed Services Committee. Noting that his successor, Charles Duelfer, is expected to provide another update on the Group’s work later this month, UNMOVIC voices hope that it will receive a copy.


The report also includes information on the UN board which provides guidance to UNMOVIC. At a meeting in late February, the ‘College of Commissioners’ underlined the importance of being prepared for ongoing monitoring in the event that the Security Council should ask UNMOVIC to implement its resolutions on Iraq.


While recognizing that it is up to the Security Council to decide on when to discuss UNMOVIC’s role, the report points to the prevailing view that delays could hamper the work. “Some concern was expressed that there had been further resignations of expert staff,” the report states. “It was noted that trained and experienced experts, once dispersed, were difficult to reassemble at short notice.”


Currently, UNMOVIC has 51 professional staff members – drawn from 24 different countries – at UN Headquarters. They are supported by a handful of staff working in Cyprus and Baghdad. 

* * *

Meat:FAO
2 March –  With disease outbreaks such as bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) and bird flu affecting about a third of global meat exports, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today of losses of up to $10 billion in the $33-billion-a-year meat and live animal trade if import bans extend throughout 2004.


The losses, likely to accrue to the 12 countries facing export bans or market constrains as a result of disease concerns, do not include the costs of disease control measures, losses to producers and consumers through destabilized markets and fluctuating prices, and the general costs to the industry, the Rome-based agency said. 

The impact of the current bird flu epidemic in Asia on small poultry producers may be considerable, with over 100 million birds estimated to have died or been culled over the past two months. In particular, producers in export-dependent countries like Thailand, which has culled some 36 million birds or 25 per cent of its domestic flocks, will increasingly lose income as local prices drop sharply.

In the case of BSE, countries around the world have banned beef imports from the United States and Canada, which account for more than a quarter of global beef exports (around 1.6 million tons, valued at approximately $4 billion). US beef exports, after reaching 1.2 million tons in 2003, are expected to drop to 100,000 tons in 2004 if bans remain in place for the entire year, the US Department of Agriculture estimates. 

Both Canada and the US, accounting for 4 million tons or 50 per cent of world exports of poultry meat, as well as nine Asian countries, have documented bird flu outbreaks. While these have not been reported in commercial flocks in North America, a prolonged ban on exports, which constitute 15 percent of US production, will put downward pressure on all of the country’s meat prices. 

As a result of poultry and beef import bans, FAO expects demand for substitutes such as pork to increase significantly. This is already visible in Japan where shortages of beef and chicken have led to a 40 per cent surge in pig-meat prices in February. 

* * *

Chad

2 March – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) arrived in Chad today to take a first-hand look at the UN’s efforts to help the tens of thousands of refugees there from Sudan and the Central African Republic.


Ruud Lubbers will hold talks with Chadian President Idriss Deby, government ministers, the local heads of UN agencies and staff from non-governmental organizations. (NGOs). He is also scheduled to visit refugee camps.


An estimated 110,000 Sudanese have crossed the border into eastern Chad in the past year to escape fighting in the Darfur region in Sudan’s west. Many of the refugees are living in makeshift shelters along the border and have been subject to raids by militia, prompting the UNHCR to set up safer camps further inland.


Another 33,000 refugees from the neighbouring Central African Republic have moved into southern Chad to escape conflict in their homeland.


Mr. Lubbers began his mission in N’Djamena, the Chadian capital, two days later than expected because of flight cancellations over the weekend.
* * *

Guatemala


2 March – Five years after the publication of a major report on human rights in Guatemala, the United Nations mission in the country today said more efforts are needed to implement its recommendations. 


Following Guatemala’s three decades of war, which left some 200,000 people dead, the Government and rebels signed an accord in 1994 creating a Historical Clarification Commission, under UN auspices, to examine rights violations during the conflict and make recommendations on national reconciliation. Those recommendations were published in 1999.


Issuing its analysis of progress since then, the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA) today said attention to the recommendations has grown increasingly scarce. The authorities, the report warns, cannot continue to postpone a response to the thousands of Guatemalans seeking redress.

MINUGUA chief Ton Koenigs said the UN, always on the side of victims, hoped the report would serve to raise awareness of the need to give priority to correcting past wrongs. “We hope that the new authorities will lead, by example, the fight against indifference,” he said. “This is the only way to advance along the difficult path of reconciliation.”


While welcoming some developments, including efforts to help torture victims, he said the tasks ahead remain daunting. The families of victims of past killings needed to move on with their lives, but the authorities had given little support to the exhumation process, which has been largely carried out with the backing of non-governmental organizations. He called on the Government to develop an active policy, supported by legislation, in dealing with human rights abuses of the conflict era.


Mr. Koenigs also emphasized the importance of healing past wounds to achieve national reconciliation, citing the examples of Argentina, Germany and Chile in this regard. The Commission’s recommendations, he said, serve as a guide to ensure that the conflict’s atrocities would never be repeated.


In addition to presenting its report to the authorities, he said MINUGUA hoped that Guatemalan civil society would continue its fight to heal the wounds of the past.

* * *

Equatorial Guinea


2 March – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Equatorial Guinea have launched a scheme to train enough teachers so that every child in the African country can finish primary school by 2010.


Over the next four years the UNDP and Equatorial Guinea have promised to spend $5.2 million training 2,000 teachers, 45 school inspectors and 36 education advisers as part of a scheme dubbed “Education for All,” the agency said yesterday.


Currently only half of Equatorial Guinea’s primary school-age children attend one of its 884 primary schools. One in five pupils drops out each year and half the children in school are older than their grade level.


Some schools have classes of 70 students and the country’s two teacher training colleges cannot keep up with demand, according to UNDP.


The scheme’s target date of 2010 is five years ahead of the deadline for the Millennium Development Goal – set at a UN summit in New York in 2000 – of achieving universal primary education.


UNDP said the education system in Equatorial Guinea is still recovering from the legacy of 11 years of dictatorship that ended in 1990. But it added that the country’s vast oil and gas reserves have brought “remarkable economic growth over the past decade, averaging 19 per cent a year,” and the opportunity to use that money to help the majority of the population still living in poverty.

* * *

Somalia

2 March –  With some 400,000 Somalis still in exile, the United Nations refugee agency has began a repatriation operation from neighbouring Djibouti with the aim of bringing 35,000 people home to their war-torn East African country this year.


As aid agencies continue seeking $111 million to help Somalia rebuild, hundreds of refugees have already returned with the start of UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) repatriation convoys to the north-western region. Some 220 people returned from Djibouti to the self-declared republic of Somaliland in the northwest last Friday, bringing to more than 430 the number who have gone back since the middle of February.


They were met at the Loyada border crossing by authorities from Somaliland’s Ministry of Repatriation and UNHCR workers based in Hargeisa, the capital of the increasingly prosperous region.

Each head of family receives nine months of food aid from the UN World Food Programme (WFP), plus a repatriation grant of $40 per person, as well as blankets, cooking sets, sleeping mats, tarpaulins and hygiene supplies from UNHCR.  

Over the last 13 years, more than 867,000 refugees have returned to Somalia, including more than 467,000 on convoys and airlifts organised by the UN refugee agency.

An agreement by various Somali leaders in talks in Kenya in late January to establish a new parliament has given rise to hopes of repatriation for many of the 400,000 who remain in exile, mainly in neighbouring countries but also further afield, due to the continued instability in many areas of their homeland. 

Other voluntary repatriation movements planned this year include returns from eastern Ethiopia’s camps. Significant obstacles still remain, as Somalia’s long civil war destroyed infrastructure, including hospitals, schools, water and sanitation systems and roads. Economic collapse, drought and a ban on livestock exports to the Persian Gulf states have also had a dramatic effect, and prompted many Somalis to flee to the Arabian Peninsula and Europe. 
* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

I have just been told that Security Council consultations have adjourned.  If any of you want to run out to the stakeout, I won’t be offended.

**Statement on Iraq and Pakistan
Our first item of today is a statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning the bombing incidents in Iraq and Pakistan:

“The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest possible terms today’s terrorist attacks in Karbala and Baghdad.  He is particularly appalled that these incidents took place in and around Muslim shrines during the holy occasion of Ashura.

“The Secretary-General urges all Iraqis to refrain from acts that could undermine efforts to achieve national reconciliation at this delicate stage of the country’s political situation.  He reiterates that Iraqis from all segments of society should work toward building political consensus and national reconciliation in a peaceful environment.

“The Secretary-General is similarly appalled by reports of another attack, also during a procession today marking Ashura, in the Pakistani city of Quetta, which has resulted in the death and injury of dozens.  Once again, he strongly condemns such cowardly acts.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his position that all terrorist acts, whatever their justifications, are morally reprehensible and wholly indefensible.

“The Secretary-General extends his sincere condolences to the families of all the victims of today’s attacks.”

We also have the text of the statement issued by the acting High Commissioner for Human Rights on this matter.

**SG on Haiti
The people of Haiti, and their efforts to build a better future, should be at the centre of international efforts, the Secretary-General told reporters upon entering UN Headquarters today.

He said that he hopes the international community will be involved in Haiti “for the long haul, and not a quick turn-around”, adding that the effort to stabilize the country may take years.  We have the transcript of that press encounter available for you upstairs.

**Haiti - Humanitarian
According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the situation in Haiti remains chaotic and the distribution of humanitarian aid is frozen for the time being.

UN staffers in Haiti returned to their offices yesterday to resume work, especially on the UN Flash Appeal for Haiti which is to be presented to donor countries as soon as possible.  The UN is attempting a rapid assessment of storehouses to see what remains after the widespread looting of the past days.

Meanwhile, UNICEF has issued an emergency appeal for $7.6 million to provide relief for children and women caught up by the collapse of civil society.  UNICEF has also announced that a humanitarian flight will arrive in Port-au-Prince tomorrow, carrying health and educational kits.

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) reports that most of Haiti’s health centres ceased full operations over the weekend, due to the violence and the lack of electricity and water.  PAHO has asked all parties to respect the neutrality of hospitals, and is doing all it can to coordinate the provision of medical supplies.  We have press releases on these matters upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations on its program for work for the month.

Also this morning, the Security Council was briefed on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo by the Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno.

The briefing focused on the deterioration of security in the eastern regions of the DRC, recent attacks against UN mission personnel, and the challenges facing the Transitional Government in order to achieve national reconciliation.

The Council President, French Ambassador Jean Marc de La Sablière is expected to read a press statement on the DRC following consultations that may be happening just now.

Around 12:30 here in Room 226, the Ambassador is scheduled to brief you on the March Security Council programme.

**UNMOVIC
The UN Monitoring Verification, and Inspection Commission, better known as UNMOVIC, issued its last quarterly report to the Security Council today.

UNMOVIC’s staff continues to work on a number of on-going projects, notably a compendium of Iraq’s past proscribed weapons programmes –- part of which is included as an annex to the report.

The commission’s Executive Chairman, Demetrius Perricos, also reports that in the last quarter he and his staff received no official information on the work the US-led Iraq Survey Group.  UNMOVIC hopes that the Group’s final report expected out later this year will be made available.  The full report by UNMOVIC is out on the racks.

**Sudanese Refugees
The High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers arrived today in Chad, following a delay of his mission due to flight cancellations over the weekend.

He is scheduled to meet with Chadian President Idriss Deby and discuss the situation of 110,000 Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad, as well as 33,000 refugees from the Central African Republic in the south of the country.

**Brookings
A high-level panel examining change at the UN should show there is no need for a North-South divide when determining the greatest threats to the world, the Secretary-General told the Board of Trustees of the Brookings Institution last night.

He said it was important to “get away from the idea” that terrorism and weapons of mass destruction are only of interest to the North, and poverty and hunger only of concern to the South.

He expressed the hope that the Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change that he appointed last year would make specific recommendations for improving the UN.  Some of the solution, he said, may lie in “some kind of new compact between the United States and the rest of the world, comparable to that forged by the Great Powers in 1945”.  We have copies of that speech, as delivered, upstairs and it’s also posted on the Web.

**FAO
Approximately one third of global meat exports, or 6 million tons, are presently being affected by outbreaks of animal disease, the Food and Agriculture Organization said today.

Those diseases, the FAO added, could result in world trade losses of up to $10 billion, if current import bans last throughout the year.  The impact on small poultry producers in Asia, where more than 100 million birds have been culled or died in recent months because of avian influenza, may be considerable.  There are more details in an FAO press release upstairs.

**UNIS/UN
More than 500 high school students from all over the world will fill the General Assembly hall this Thursday and Friday for the twenty-eighth annual UNIS-UN Conference.  The theme of this year’s gathering, which is organized by the students of the UN International School, also known as UNIS, is “Modern Mass Media:  The Influence of Information”.  Guest speakers will include Professor Noam Chomsky of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the CEO of Newsweek, Richard Smith.

We have more information in a press release upstairs.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, and he will be here to talk to you about the AIDS situation in Botswana.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Warren?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Fred, last week you said that the Secretary-General was expecting a fuller explanation from Sir Emyr Jones Parry of the bugging allegations of last week.  On his schedule was a meeting with the Ambassador this morning.  Did they meet?  Did he get that fuller explanation and is he satisfied with it?

Spokesman:  That meeting actually was requested by the Secretary-General and in the course of the morning, although it had been tentatively scheduled for something like 11 o’clock, Ambassador Jones Parry asked for a postponement.  I don’t know that a new date has been set.  But I think the intent of both the Secretary-General and the Ambassador is to meet to discuss whatever is on their common agenda.  Yes?

Question:  To follow up, Fred, is Ambassador Jones Parry the highest representation from the British Government that the SG has had a contact with since this particular incident?

Spokesman:  Yes.  It was the Ambassador who called him on the day that Clare Short made her allegations saying he was calling on behalf of the Prime Minister.  To my knowledge he [the Secretary-General] has had no contacts with representatives of the British Government since then; and as I say, he asked for this meeting today, which is to be re-scheduled.

Question:  Fred, after what the Secretary-General heard yesterday from the members of the Congressional Black Caucus, who gave him a very different account of the departure of President Aristide than what I think he probably had received before, has he had any misgivings about the swift action on Sunday night passing that resolution and have any ambassadors from the Security Council approached him or expressed to the Secretariat their concerns that maybe, as one of them apparently put it, that maybe the Security Council might have sanctioned a coup?

Spokesman:  On your last question, no I am not aware that any member of the Council has discussed that particular matter with him.  I think everyone feels that the quick action taken by the Security Council on Sunday was justified in light of the situation on the ground in Haiti, which was quite threatening.  The Secretary-General listened to what members of the Black Caucus told him yesterday.  But as he said coming into the building this morning, he has also seen reports from the US State Department that are inconsistent with what the members of the Black Caucus told him.  So, he sees that as a disputed point.  It’s for them to sort it out.  But I don’t think he has any misgivings about the quick action taken and the need to get a measure of stability in Haiti with the help of international forces.  And then again, as he said this morning, there is a lot more work to do to build institutions and to bring Haiti to a point where it can stand on its own two feet and he hopes the international community will stay engaged for as long as it takes.  Yes?

Question:  Yesterday, members of the Black Caucus indicated that they 
had asked the Security Council to look into the circumstances surrounding 
Mr. Aristide’s departure.  What, if any, investigative powers does the Secretary-General have in that regard?

Spokesman:  None.  First of all, any request to the Council would have to come from the administrative branch of the US Government.  Traditionally, it is the State Department and foreign ministries that the Secretariat deals with and that the Council deals with.  I am not aware whom on the Council might have been contacted.  You should ask the Caucus members whom they spoke to.

Question:  On Iraq, Fred, does the SG have an assessment on how today’s violence in Iraq may impact future plans by the UN in that country?

Spokesman:  No.  I mean, from the statement that I just read, he is calling on Iraqis to remain united in the political task they have before them.  I think that one viable proposition is that people who carried out these acts are looking to undermine a peaceful transitional process to the return of Iraq sovereignty and he is hoping that Iraqis won’t be deterred.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  Fred, from what’s happening at the moment, how much is the UN looking at this through a prism of country-by-country case examples, or is the UN beginning in any way to get worried about a broader Shia versus Sunni type situation in the Middle East?

Spokesman:  I mean, we would like to think that these two violent acts carried out in Iraq and Pakistan today are politically motivated and not based on religion, or not solely based on religion.  In Iraq, there has always been a comfortable relationship between Sunni and Shia; and it’s our hope that these two groups can work together as they have shown they can on the drafting of an interim constitution, and continue to work together towards arrangements for the transition period to 30 June and then the handover of sovereignty after that.  I don’t think we want to speculate about any wider conflicts among these two branches of Islam.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Did I hear you right when you said that the Secretary-General feels that there is going to be some kind of compact in the United States and the rest of the world; and if so, what kind of compact does he have in mind?

Spokesman:  I was quoting from the speech of last night and the full text is upstairs and I’d refer you that text.  Richard?

Question:  I know that you’re not working with UNMOVIC, but they are all upstairs and busy.  Based upon what you know, is this report more direct in saying that the Americans were wrong, that there really were no weapons of mass destruction discovered after 1994 and this report highlights that more than the other quarterly report?

Spokesman:  It’s not for me to interpret their report.  I know you asked that same question of the Secretary-General this morning and all he said was that he wasn’t surprised.  No, I think you’ll have to ask them to characterize the report.  I am not going to do that.  I don’t speak for them.

Question:  Last week you said the UN would like a fuller explanation from the British Government on the spy allegations.  A few days have passed; is that still the story?  If there was a meeting with the British, what would the UN want to know?

Spokesman:  I think that’s the second time around for that question.  I don’t know if you came in late.  The meeting with the British Ambassador did not take place this morning... (Interrupted)

Question:  ...No, I heard that.

Spokesman:  So, you heard my answer?

Question:  I got it, but it didn’t say what you would like told to you.  What do you want to know?

Spokesman:  We’ll let the Secretary-General discuss that with the British Ambassador when they get together.

Question:  Cyprus:  Did Mr. Prendergast arrive?  Can you refresh us for our CNN Turkish colleagues over there?  Is the UN expecting Kofi Annan will have to fill in the blanks because of differences yesterday?

Spokesman:  Well, we’re not at that point yet.  The two sides are discussing the possible changes to the draft plan.  Mr. Prendergast is in Cyprus; I spoke to him this morning.  He is sitting in on these talks for a couple of days and he will come back to report to the Secretary-General on his personal assessment of how they are going.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Did President Aristide try to contact the Secretary-General in any way since he left office?

Spokesman:  Not since he’s left office, no.  He called the Secretary-General twice in the last week, but prior to his leaving Haiti.  David?

Question:  Just a matter of what I typically call housekeeping here.  Yesterday in the Brookings event, the speech of the Secretary-General was released to the press, to some of the press or all of the press.  But television broadcasters were excluded from covering the event, which makes it purely a story for print journalists rather than broadcast journalists.  I wonder if there is a policy which guides your department as to when television cameras can be included in an event in which his remarks were released to the press?

Spokesman:  Well, as you know, at your request we tried to get TV coverage at least of the Secretary-General’s speech at that event and the hosts turned us down.  It was their board meeting, a private meeting, and it was their call that they didn’t want television present.  We’re free to distribute the text of the Secretary-General’s remarks, but when it comes to television coverage we’ve got to negotiate that with our guests in this house.  And in this case, the guests said “no”.  It would be our preference to give you the maximum coverage possible, equal treatment to broadcast media and print media; in this case it wasn’t possible.  Richard?

Question:  Is the Walzer security report still on target for delivery to the Secretary-General tomorrow?

Spokesman:  As far as we know, yes.  I haven’t seen the SG’s programme for tomorrow but we were told by Mr. Walzer that he expects to present it to the Secretary-General tomorrow.

Question:  Maybe I asked this five weeks ago, but can we possibly get a UN TV camera just for the report handover?

Spokesman:  We’ll have to see if that’s possible, but we’ll ask for you.  Erol?

Question:  Does the Secretary-General intend to give any interview soon to any broadcasters or print media and how can we know about that?

Spokesman:  I think that’s between him and the broadcaster that he gives interviews to.  As you know, he does about two a month.  We usually don’t tell you who he is giving interviews to, but if you want to know we’ll tell you; it’s not a secret because eventually it gets published or it gets broadcast.

Question:  And what are the criteria, if you can elaborate on that?

Spokesman:  We have about a 150 outstanding requests now, from large media and small.  Sometimes we peg it to a trip.  If he is going to region, we’ll consult the list of standing interview requests from media from that region.  If he visits a specific country, we look at the outstanding request from media from that country.  Sometimes he may feel that he wants to send a message out on a particular issue; let’s say, the Middle East, in which case we look at all the outstanding requests from Middle East regional media.  And sometimes he has a worldwide message; and we look at what media have worldwide reach that we would like to give this interview to.  It’s usually done on the basis of recommendation by my Office and Edward Mortimer’s office, the Director of Communications.  And the UNCA Executive Committee is meeting with the Secretary-General right now and I think this question of interviews is on their agenda.

* *** *
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