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Humayun Assures Govt's Support To UN Global Compact


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Oct 02 (PNS) - Commerce Minister, Humayun Akhtar Khan while assuring the government's support to members of UN Global Compact Steering Board, has urged the business leaders to be receptive to the development agenda of UN Global Compact. 

The Minister, while speaking at the first meeting of UN Global Compact Steering Board held here Wednesday, also invited the corporate sector to contribute to the Global Compact related initiatives. 

Commerce Minister, Humayun Akhtar Khan, as the Patron of the Board, and Onder Yucer, UN Resident Coordinator as Chairman highlighted the relevance of the Global Compact as a mechanism to offer the business community an opportunity contribute to the challenges of poverty reduction. 

There was representation from Government, UN agencies, Chambers, Employers' Associations, Civil Society and leading private companies, says a UNDP press release. 

The objective of the Steering Board is to oversee the implementation process of the Global Compact in Pakistan. More specifically, the Steering Board will be instrumental in providing guidance and support for national policy dialogues, advocacy and learning on national development challenges where the business sector could contribute. 

It will also provide guidance in initiating and promoting public private partnership projects and facilitating corresponding mobilization of resources. Onder Yucer said "the business sector is the key generator of employment and technological advancement and the Global Compact seeks to mobilise this engine of growth towards the challenges of poverty eradication". 

The initiative invites the private sector to voluntarily prescribe to the nine principles of the Global Compact in the three focus areas of Human Rights, Labour and Environment. Established by the UN Secretary General in 2000, the vision of the Global Compact is to establish a more sustainable and inclusive global economy by fostering a more constructive relationship between business and societies in support of UN goals through learning platforms, local networks, partnership projects and policy dialogues. 

UN agencies including UNIDO, ILO, UNEP, UNHCHR and UNDP will work with private sector, government, media and civil society to facilitate cooperation and collective problem solving among various stakeholders. 

The Board unanimously agreed on the roadmap for the Global Compact launch in Pakistan and gave assurance that they would aim at establishing practical solutions to contemporary problems related to globalization, corporate behaviour and sustainable development.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

MyInKy

 URL: http://www.myinky.com/ecp/entertainment/article/0,1626,ECP_738_2314174,00.html
'Don't flush' is the warning as Nemo goes worldwide

 By AP

 October 2, 2003

 As the American summer blockbuster "Finding Nemo" surfaces on European movie screens,

 conservationists are beseeching fish hobbyists: Don't flush! 

 Inspired by the adventures of the animated clownfish character - including his unlikely escape down a

 dentist's spit sink - conservationists say hundreds of children have flushed their pet fish down the toilet,

 hoping to free them. 

 The United Nations Environment Programme and its partners want to discourage the innocent practice,

 while using the film's Friday opening in the United Kingdom to highlight a new report that tallies exotic

 fish losses and habitat damage caused by the growing pet trade. 

 "Parents who already have aquariums need to explain to their children that the fish will not survive if

 they are flushed," says Paul Holthus, president of the Marine Aquarium Council, a nonprofit conservation

 group based in Hawaii. 

 The UNEP estimates 2 million people worldwide keep household aquariums, creating a $300 million

 industry. 

 Freshwater aquariums primarily use farmed-raised species. But 20 million marine fish are harvested

 annually for saltwater aquariums. __________________________________________________________________________________________

USIA NEWS

02 October 2003

Trade in Aquarium Fish Becoming Sustainable Industry

Responsible fish harvesting could protect reefs and raise incomes, UNEP says

Supplying small aquariums in homes and businesses with colorful fish has become an almost $300 million business, with the potential of becoming a sustainable industry that can both ease poverty and  protect the threatened coral reefs where the fish are harvested. A U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) report issued September 30 is called the first accurate estimate on the number of ornamental fish, corals and other animals being taken from the wild.

"From Ocean to Aquarium: The Global Trade in Marine Ornamentals" finds that  most species are being taken from waters in Southeast Asia and sold in  Europe, Japan and the United States. A press release describes the trade as "a legitimate industry," though a minority of fishermen uses techniques that could be harmful to both the reefs and the fish.

"If managed properly, the aquarium industry could support long-term conservation and sustainable use of coral reefs in regions where other options for generating revenue are limited," said Mark Collins, director of

UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Center. "Some collection techniques have minimal impact on coral, and the industry as a whole is of relatively low volume yet of very high value."

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Special Report

California Couple Launch Effort to Resurrect Iraq’s Dessicated Marshlands

                         By Pat McDonnell Twair

                         For 7,000 years, the moist, fertile inland delta where the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers converge in what  is now called southern Iraq has supported a unique ecosystem and culture. The abundance of fish,                         wildlife, birds and soil conducive to growing barley and wheat gave rise to the first city states of the                         Sumerians. In fact, some archeologists believe this was the Eden alluded to in the Old Testament and                         earlier texts of the ancient Near East.

                         Historically, the dense reed beds—which could be penetrated only by small boats—created a aven for Chaldeans, who defeated the Assyrian ruler Sargon in the 7th century B.C.E. During the Abbasid period,                         the Zanj, a rebellious slave army, took refuge in the vast marshland which far exceeded the expanse of the                         Florida Everglades. Not even the Ottoman Turks succeeded in incorporating into their empire the independent Ma’dan people, who had inhabited the vast wetlands since prehistory.

                         But, in one of the greatest ecological crimes of the 20th century, Saddam Hussain managed to drain,  poison and desiccate the lush wetlands that were home to 250,000 Ma’danis, as well as a crucial stopover                         for birds migrating from Europe to Africa. This marshland also served as a kidney to the entire Persian/Arabian Gulf by filtering out toxins while contributing organic matter to fishes breeding in the region. 

                         Frustrated by the Shi’i opposition, which eluded his army by retreating into the marshlands, Saddam launched a punitive assault in 1991 that brought desertification to one of the world’s most valuable delta                         regions. Working his engineers 24 hours a day for nine months, the dictator built the Saddam River, a                         canal that diverted agricultural drainage water that once flowed into the Gulf’s al-Hammar marsh. This was                         followed in 1994 by the Mother of Battles River that channeled fresh water from the Euphrates into a salt                         water marsh. On the central marshes, drainage canals were constructed under the names of the Prosperity                         River and, to drain the Hawizeh Marsh, the Crown of Battles River. In 1997, the final blow was the Fidelity                         to the Leader Canal, which also diverted water from the al-Hammar.

Whatever water remained after this non-stop erection of locks, dikes, earth embankments and massive canals—one alone was four-miles wide—was poisoned. Amateur videotapes by Iraqi refugees verify the                         use of toxins to kill fish and water buffalo.

Not only were a quarter of a million Ma’dan people killed or scattered, but many bird and animal species                         unique to the Mesopotamian marshlands may have been eliminated from large portions of their range;                         these include the smooth-coated otter, Jungle cat, Mesopotamian deer and honey badger. 

According to biologist Dr. Michelle Stevens, “We do not know that any species are extinct, because                         many have found refuge in the Hawizeh marsh on the Iran-Iraq border. The Mesopotamian  marshlands                         provide habitat for a number of globally threatened species, including 14 species of bird, three species of                         mammal and one species of dragonfly. Given the habitat loss, several rare or endemic species must now be                         classified as globally threatened.” 

                         Satellite photos provide the only testimony to this ecocide. Saddam justified his colossal drainage project as a means of clearing land for wheat production and opening oil exploration to the Russians and French.

                         Commented Dr. Hassan Partow of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP): “It is absolutely phenomenal to see the destruction of an ecosystem of that scale in just five to six years.”

                         Now, riding to the rescue are two California-based specialists, Drs. Azzam and Suzie Alwash. The two met at USC, where both were graduate students on scholarships: he in engineering, she in geology.

                         Azzam was born in Iraq, where his father, Jawad, was the country’s preeminent irrigation engineer. As a young boy, Azzam rode with his father in motorized boats while his father inspected water levels and irrigation systems. In 1978, at age 19, Azzam traveled to the U.S. to study engineering, and never  returned—much, he admits, to his father’s disappointment.

                         The elder Alwash retired in 1985. Five years later, when Saddam permitted Iraqis to acquire exit visas, he came to the U.S. to visit Azzam and a daughter in Washington, DC.

                         “The first Gulf war broke out and my father opted to remain in the U.S.,” explained Azzam, who is a partner  in Tustin Pacific Soils and Engineering, a firm with 110 employees. Wife Suzie is a professor of geology at  El Camino College. The couple has two daughters, Hannah, 10, and Norah, 8.

                         When news of the devastation of the Iraqi marshlands began leaking out of Iraq, Azzam was heartsick and  started to toy with ideas on how this area, roughly twice the size of Rhode Island, could be resuscitated.

                         With his vast knowledge of the river routes and estuaries of the former marshes, Jawad cooperated with  his son in constructing computer models simulating methods to reflood the region.

                         “There is no way we can hope to restore all the original wetlands,” Azzam noted. Mega-dams built from  the 1970s to the present in Turkey and Syria have dissipated the input flowing into Iraq from the                         Euphrates and Tigris. Irrigation techniques of farmers growing wheat, barley and rice also drain water from                         the region. 

                         In 2001, Azzam and Suzie founded Eden Again which aims to carry out feasibility studies on restoring the Iraqi wetlands so vital to the global environment. The organization comes under the umbrella of the Iraq Foundation. 

                         Two large satellite photos of the region before and after drainage illustrate the obscene proportions of  Saddam’s ecocidal project. More than 90 percent of the marshlands’ 7,800 square miles—equal to the size                         of Massachusetts—is now desert and salt beds. The little that remains is the Hawizeh marsh near the Iranian border. Large reed beds were not destroyed there because Saddam reckoned they formed an  eastern buffer with Iran.

                         “Remember those TV images of U.S. Marines caught in the apocalyptic dust storms outside Nasiriyah?” Suzie asked. “If the Marines had entered Iraq and been in the same spot in 1991, they would have been standing in swampy 10-foot-tall reed beds stretching as far as the eye could see.” 

                         The couple first approached the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). As war appeared increasingly imminent, however, Azzam picked up his maps and computer models and traveled to

                         Washington to confer with Pentagon and State Department officials. He lobbied generals not to bomb dams or dikes, because new water flowing in would be contaminated by saline layers and toxins. He                         prepared leaflets in Arabic that were to be dropped over southern Iraq, asking Iraqis not to tear down                         water works until salts were flushed out of dry water beds.

                         “I think they cooperated at first,” Azzam said. “But after one-and-a-half months, the people grew

                         impatient. They saw nothing happening. We believe they’ve started to reflood an area around Fahood and Chaibaish where we estimate there is up to 2 feet of saline deposits. If the sluice gates are open, the                         next best solution is to create embankments preventing the water from flowing into the saline areas.”

                         In spring 2002, the Alwashes received a $200,000 grant from the State Department through the Iraq  Foundation. With that, they hosted a restoration planning workshop in February at the University of                         California, Irvine attended by 20 international experts. All donated their professional time to the project.                         The couple also delivered presentations to the UNEP in Geneva. 

                         At the February symposium, Dr. Thomas L. Crisman of the University of Florida described Azzam’s goal  as much more daunting than restoring the Florida Everglades, which have a robust inflow of water as well  as an approved plan to clean up the morass. However, Dr. Crisman allowed, favorable conditions could                         enable the Iraqi marshes to be on the mend in two years, and functioning within five to six years.

                         The Alwashes’ efforts drew the attention of the U.S. Agency for International Development, which organized a two-week feasibility study scheduled to begin June 15. Comprising the USAID team were                         Azzam, Dr. Curtis Richardson, director of the Duke University Center for Wetlands, one USAID employee                         and one contractor. 

                         On June 9, under the auspices of the Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance (ORHA),  Jawad Alwash traveled to Baghdad. There he will be working on “de-Ba’athification” and helping                         restructure the Ministry of Irrigation. And, hopefully, he will be able to supply much needed information

                         and local experts to Azzam in the south.

                         The USAID team entered southern Iraq from Kuwait to take soil samples, prioritize specific areas                         conducive to a phased restoration, test methods for reintroducing a flood pulse, and meet with displaced Ma’danis to assess their needs if they are to return to the region. Many Ma’danis fled to refugee camps in  Iran, others are scattered throughout Iraq. Unknown tens of thousands were killed during the drainage  years. Studies are in order on these surviving Ma’danis who lived in deep marshes or in peripheral areas to determine their preferred future living conditions. 

                         Iraqi petroleum engineers Azzam has contacted welcome hearing his plans for modifying drilling                         techniques that would be compatible with restoration of the wetlands. Oil fields in the south are reputed  to constitute the world’s third largest petroleum reservoir. 

                         “One of the most efficient means of drawing oil from underground reservoirs is slant drilling,” Azzam  explained. Rigs would pump oil from platforms supporting a station for oil and another for gas separation,   methods which have been utilized in the swamps of Louisiana.

                         “It’s not a problem of displacing oil fields, it’s the availability of water,” the optimistic Iraqi-American  continued. “If drip and spray irrigation can be introduced to barley and wheat farmers, a lot of water that is wasted or evaporates can be diverted to the marshlands.”

                         Noting that Iraq has only one-sixth of the 12 billion megawatts its electricity infrastructure requires, he questioned why Iraq does not purchase electricity from Turkey. 

                         “Instead of negotiating in the future with Turkey over water rights,” he asked, “why not pay it for the  electricity it will generate by releasing water downstream?”

                         This is what the innovative Iraqi-American calls “thinking outside the box.”

                         “That’s what Iraqi engineers have had to do since the first Gulf war,” Azzam emphasized. “Iraqi engineers have been left in a time warp since 1990, but they have been ingenious in finding solutions outside the                         box.”

                         When bridges had to be repaired in 1991 and sanctions banned all incoming equipment, Iraqi engineers  melted down old bolts and forged new ones. Whether it was repairing oil pumping stations or a car                         engine, Iraqi engineers created Rube Goldberg-like devices to keep the machinery running. 

                         “Iraq will be served best by removing the socialist system that made the people dependent on the                         government for their livelihoods, even their food,” the enthusiastic Azzam emphasized. “Decentralization                         is necessary for economic vitality and to prevent a repeat of another Ba’athist experiment.

                         “For the first time I have hope,” he smiled. “The U.S. can’t afford to have a failed experiment.”

                         In the U.S., Azzam has taught his wife and daughters the joys of kayaking. He hopes to teach them how to  maneuver wood mushhuf boats in Euphrates tributaries as soon as next spring. 

                         It won’t be too soon for the couple’s young daughters who, frustrated by their parents’ preoccupation with restoration of the Mesopotamian marshes, are prone to hide their cell phones in hope of a little more two-on-two communication.

                         Pat McDonnell Twair is a free-lance writer based in Los Angeles.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

EU may start to lift GMO ban before year-end - EC 

  BRUSSELS - The European Union's food safety chief said yesterday the 15-nation bloc could begin to lift its five-year de facto ban on  most genetically modified organisms (GMOs) before the end of the year. 

  EU Health and Consumer Protection Commissioner David Byrne said member states would vote on allowing a new type of genetically  modified maize for use in food, BT11 sweet corn produced by Swiss firm Syngenta AG SYNZn.VX , in the test case. 

  "It is possible that the Syngenta product could be considered by the relevant regulatory committee before the end of the year," the Irish  Commissioner told EU lawmakers. 

  The decision would take place behind closed doors in a committee bringing together member state officials and the European Commission.  A majority of votes would carry the day. 

  A second type of GM maize produced by U.S.-based Monsanto, Round-up Ready maize GA21, also for use in food, would be up for a vote  in 2004, added Byrne. 

  The EU remains divided over GMOs though a raft of rules has been agreed to meet health and environmental safety concerns. 

  Rules for growing gene crops are already in place, while legislation for labelling food and animal feed containing GMOs is being  rubber-stamped and should apply by spring 2004. 

  EU member states are currently trying to thrash out seed purity rules setting a maximum GMO content in organic and conventional seeds.  They are also discussing how to limit GMOs spreading from biotech crops to "traditional" varieties. 

  Britain's Guardian newspaper yesterday published a leaked report from British scientists, saying the mass cultivation of GM oilseed rape  and sugar beet would destroy plant and insect life. The findings are due to be published next week. 

  United Statesfarmers are watching events in the EU closely, ready to expand their cultivation of the two GM maize varieties if the EU  opens up its market. They say the EU's ban is costing them $300 million a year in lost exports of mostly maize. 

  The pro-biotech United States, along with Canada and Argentina, are challenging the moratorium in the World Trade Organisation,  arguing that the EU is acting illegally. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Threat to wildlife enough to ban GM crops, MEPs told 

Paul Brown, environment correspondent

                                    Friday October 3, 2003

                                    The Guardian 

A threat to British wildlife from GM crops would be sufficient grounds for the UK  government to ban the growing of such crops, the European health commissioner said yesterday, after the Guardian's report on field trials of the crops. 

David Byrne was asked by MEPs on the European parliament's environment  committee whether a threat to biodiversity would allow Britain to ban GM crops  unilaterally. He said it would but he had not seen the results of the three years of trials reported in the Guardian yesterday. 

Scientists are set to recommend to the government on October 16 that GM sugar beet and oilseed rape are not grown in Britain because insects and  weeds are fewer in GM fields, further damaging Britain's depleted wildlife. 

Speaking after the meeting in Brussels, Caroline Lucas, the Green MEP for south-east England said: "The commission is clearly beginning to accept that GM is a social and political issue - not simply an economic one. 

"In the face of mounting public opposition, and growing scientific evidence of  the dangers posed by GM, the commission is reluctantly accepting that it must allow member states to reject GM crops." 

Michael Meacher, the former environment minister who set up the trials while in government said: "It would be really unthinkable for the Labour government  to give the go-ahead to these crops at this time. They do not have to say no  forever but they can say not yet, not until a lot more work has been done." 

The Liberal Democrat rural affairs spokesman, Andrew George, said: "If these   leaks are proved accurate then the government will have to face up to decisions they may not have anticipated." 

The director of Friends of the Earth, Tony Juniper, said: "This must surely be the death blow for commercial GM crops in the UK. GM crops are unpopular,  unnecessary and pose threats to our food, farming and environment." 

It emerged yesterday that there may be a question mark over the test results for  a third crop involved in the trials, forage maize, which appeared to do well in allowing biodiversity compared with conventional farming. 

Maize fields are normally sprayed with atrazine, a powerful weedkiller. GM crops treated with the less strong glufosinate ammonium did better in wildlife tests. But atrazine has been banned as too dangerous for use on maize crops, so conventional farmers will have to find a more benign weedkiller. This could   spark a call for the trials to be done again using a herbicide currently permitted  for use on conventional maize. 

The Royal Society criticised the Guardian report. Stephen Cox, the society's  executive secretary, said: "Last week's report on the GM public debate stressed that the public wants confidence in the independence and integrity of information about GM, the assurance that it does not reflect the influence of any group with a special interest for or against GM. 

"We believe that the information in this speculative article, which the Guardian describes as a serious setback to the GM lobby, flies in the face of this plea  from the public."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Overfishing threat grows 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Pressure on global fish stocks is bound to intensify as human numbers rise  and wealth increases, a report says. 

     It says the few marine wild fisheries which are not yet completely exploited will

     inevitably face growing pressure. 

     Global demand for fish has doubled in under 30 years, because of population growth in poor countries and a matching increase in demand for fish there. 

     And increasing environmental worries about fish production methods may hurt small producers, the report concludes. 

     Entitled Outlook For Fish To 2020: Meeting Global Demand, the report is the work of the International Food Policy Research Institute, based in Washington,  DC, and the WorldFish Center of Penang, Malaysia. 

     It sets out to analyse world fisheries in terms of market forces rather than environmental pressures. 

     Appetites doubled 

     The authors say catches of wild fish have levelled off since the mid-1980s, and  many fish stocks are so heavily exploited that their future is in doubt. 

     But world fish consumption has leapt from 45 million tonnes in 1973 to more  than 91 million in 1997. 

     The report says: "Consumption of fish in the developed countries stagnated between 1985 and 1997, mainly because populations remained stable and  people there were already eating large quantities of fish. 

     "But at the same time, rapid population growth in the developing world, along with increases in the average amount of fish consumed per person in those countries, led to soaring increases in global fish consumption." 

     The authors used a global model of supply and demand for food and feed commodities. While on present trends most foods are likely to fall in price over  the next 20 years, they say, fish prices will probably rise, reflecting a global demand that outruns supply. 

     The model shows developing countries both producing and consuming a much greater share of the world's fish in future, and trade in fish commodities  increasing. 

     With fish farming (aquaculture) growing explosively, concerns about effluent  pollution, the escape of farmed fish, land use and pressure on wild fish to make  fishmeal will also increase, unless technology and policy development promote  what the report calls "sustainable intensification." 

     Changing industry 

     It says: "Small, poor producers are at risk of being excluded from rapidly growing export markets unless ways can be found to facilitate affordable certification of food safety and environmentally sound protection." 

     The report points to five major structural shifts, which it says are already under way: developing countries, especially in Asia, will dominate production systems trade between developing countries will become increasingly important with  the emergence there of urban middle classes overfishing will remain "a huge     concern", and environmental demands will strengthen new technology will be developed, and will probably help to reduce the amount of fish used in  aquaculture without institutional change the fishing industry will not help to

     reduce poverty, and the future for small, traditional fishing communities in poor  countries will remain "not bright". 

     The report concludes that the industry can help in fighting poverty, and in  lessening its environmental impact, but that it will not be easy for it to do so. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Global Appetite for Seafood Will Not Be Easy to Satisfy 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 2, 2003 (ENS) - There is increasing evidence  that most of the world's wild fisheries are near - or beyond - their maximum   sustainable exploitation levels, but the world is in no way losing its appetite    for fish. The global demand for fish, which has doubled over the past 30 years, will increase by some 29 million metric tons by 2020, according to a   report released today, and meeting this demand will not be easy. 

                     It notes that increasing aquaculture is the most viable solution to bridge the  gap between supply and demand, but cautions that this could force tradeoffs between the health of wild fisheries and the environment, and the well being  of the poor. 

                      The report - "Outlook for Fish to 2020: Meeting Global Demand" - was compiled by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the  WorldFish Center. 

                      It finds that developing countries will shape nearly all growth in the fish industry in the next two decades, as these countries will be responsible for 77  percent of global fish consumption and 79 percent of world production. 

                      The study projects that fish consumption in developing countries will increase by 57 percent - from 62.7 million metric tons in 1997 to 98.6 million metric tons in 2020. By comparison, fish consumption in developed countries will increase by only about four percent, from 28.1 million metric tons in 1997 to 29.2 million metric tons in 2020. 

Rising populations and increasing affluence in the  developing world is helping  drive the increased demand for fish.

A combination of  factors - including rapid population growth,  increasing affluence and  urbanization in                      developing countries - are driving this trend, the researchers say. 

                      The majority of wild fisheries are already tapped to capacity and the global catch of wild fish has been flat since the mid 1980s, the researchers say. 

                      It follows that meeting the demand for fish and seafood products will largely rest on aquaculture, the report details, and it projects that more than 40  percent of fish consumed in 2002 will come from fish farms. 

                      Aquaculture currently accounts for some 30 percent of total fish production. 

                      The study finds that aquaculture production is expected to nearly double in   the next two decades, climbing from 28.6 million metric tons in 1997 to 53.6  million metric tons in 2020. 

                      How policymakers choose to encourage and regulate this growth could have far reaching consequences, the researchers say. 

                      The report notes that substantial increases in fish farming could actually damage already vulnerable wild fisheries and recommends that growth plans  for this sector consider these potential effects. 

                      "The fate of aquaculture and the world's wild fisheries are linked through  markets and even more directly," said Joachim von Braun, director general of IFPRI, a nonprofit group that identifies and analyzes sustainable food  production policies for the developing world. 

                      On the positive side, von Braun says, increased fish farm production reduces  pressure on fish prices and may decrease pressure on wild stocks. 

                      But on the other hand, "fish farming often uses wild fish products such as fishmeal and small fish as feed, and this is already stressing wild fisheries,"  said Von Braun. "Often, fish farming and wild fisheries compete for the use of

                      coastal space." 

                      Expanding aquaculture could increase pollution and the use of scarce water and land resources, threatening the environment and the poor in developing countries, according to the report. 

                      Fish farming could be the  answer to the world's growing demand for fish, but  environmental concerns remain. 

                      "Small and large scale  fish farmers need  technical and policy assistance to produce top products in an environmentally friendly way," said Meryl Williams, director general of the WorldFish Center, a nonprofit international scientific  and technical center that studies all aspects of fisheries. 

                      Governments can avoid a trade off if they develop aquaculture policies that are "environmentally sustainable and foster technologies that poor fish  farmers can afford," Williams said. 

                      One example, Williams added, is for policymakers to provide small scale fish  farmers with technical assistance so they can comply with food safety and ecological regulations. 

                      Bridging the gap between demand and supply for fish - without devastating the remaining wild fish, harming coastal environments and burdening the global poor - will not be easy, acknowledged the lead author of the report,  Chris Delgado. 

                      The situation is far from hopeless, Delgado said, but it will require difficult choices by local and global policymakers. 

                      "With appropriate actions taken and investments made now, we can ensure  that we will be able to meet growing global demand for fish over the next two  decades," he said. "If policymakers focus on improving stewardship of marine and coastal resources, and developing technologies to reduce waste and environmental damage in wild fisheries, we will not only meet demand, but we  will do so in a way that is fair to the poor and environmentally sustainable." __________________________________________________________________________________________ ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –2 October 2003

 

Agencia de Noticias Amazonia 

 ECUADOR AND PERU DEBATE AMAZON FRONTIER´S ISSUES  

 

 

The Peruvian Consul in Macará, Francisco O. Martínez, the Mayor of the city of San Ignacio, Peru and several authorities of Zamora Chinchipe, province of the Ecuadorian Amazon met last week to discuss topics of bi national importance. Within the meeting organized by the Prefect of Zamora, Victor Manuel Rodríguez, participated representatives of several sectors of the region.  

One of the most important topics was the construction of the IV route Axis that links the 2 countries. On this topic, the authorities agreed to exhort the governments from Ecuador and Peru to act in order to get a loan of the Andean Corporation of Development (CAF) to finance the execution of the project.   

They also agreed to request the Ecuadorian government a 300.000.00 dollars loan to create the National Center of Attention to the Frontier (CENAF) that will be located in the Ecuadorian region La Balsa,  and to insist on the creation of the Consulate of Ecuador in San Ignacio (Peru) and of Peru in Zumba (Ecuador). These Consulates would help to regulate the activities of the Ecuadorian  and Peruvian communities legally.  

During the meeting the authorities established a proposal to create a map and a Bi national tourist Corridor in the frontier Ecuador - Peru. The project will be taken to the pertinent authorities for its approval.   

Regarding migration and informal trade, the meeting assistants agreed to request the Ecuadorian and Peruvian authorities to increase the surveillance personnel to exert better control of the border and to communicate the legal norms on migratory and commercial flow of the 2 countries.   

All the items agreed in this meeting will be presented to the President, Lucio Gutiérrez in the Second Extraordinary Amazon Congress that will be carried out on October 3 in Puyo, Ecuador

vacant lots, houses and buildings so far this year in Caracas, says the capital's city council vice-president Wilfredo Rodríguez. 

These takeovers have reached protected "green areas", like the National El Avila Park, which separates Caracas from the Caribbean Sea, the Caricuao Zoo, the forest that surrounds the horse racing track, and the Botanical Garden. 

Groups of as many as 80 families set up their precarious houses in a matter of hours. These one-room shacks are often made of cardboard, zinc panels, and plastic sheeting. When municipal authorities do take action, they usually negotiate with the squatters to convince them to move elsewhere.

www.tierramerica.net
CUBA: Alternative Energy for Remote Town

HAVANA - The 400 residents of El Mamey, a village in a remote mountainous region in central Cuba, saw their living conditions improve with the implementation of hydroelectric energy. 

To solve the problem of the lack of potable water, researchers replaced an old 15-kilowatt electric pump, which constantly broke down, with a hydraulic ram that uses energy from a waterfall. 

This mechanical device, invented in 1796, functions with the force of the water and gravity, is automatic and requires minimum maintenance. 

Water supplies are thus ensured for more than 100 homes, scattered throughout the area.

GUATEMALA: Fruit Trees Planted in Poor Areas

GUATEMALA CITY - The Guatemalan Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources delivered thousands of fruit and forest trees to 12 impoverished communities affected by drought in the eastern department of Chiquimula. 

"The project forms part of the anti-desertification program, through reforestation, and providing self-sufficiency in food supplies," ministry spokesman Sergio del Aguila told Tierramérica. 

Officials provided 1,667 avocado and 1,500 citrus trees as well as 13,000 'madre cacao', 4,000 'matilisguate', 6,000 cedar and 6,000 'aripín' trees. 

The program's goal is to contribute to increasing forest coverage in the area, thus preventing soil erosion and benefiting water filtration, capturing carbon dioxide and improving the environment in general, said Del Aguila.

NICARAGUA: Antennae Regulated

MANAGUA - Nicaraguan authorities are drafting rules to regulate the installation of antennae for cellular telephone transmission and put an end to the disorder that has environmentalists complaining. 

Parliament is studying an initiative of the Health Ministry and the Managua city government, Managua's assistant environment director Danilo Pérez told Tierramérica. 

According to the proposal, the minimum distance between the 47 antennae in Managua and city residences is 17 meters, he said. 

Although it is not proven that there are health risks associated with the microwaves near the antennae, there are also complaints of "visual contamination", that the antennae are eyesores, says Pérez.

COSTA RICA: Satellite Reveals Deforestation

 SAN JOSE - Global positioning satellite technology is being used by Costa Rica's Ministry of Environment and Energy since July to detect cases of forest mismanagement. 

Costing 14,000 dollars, the 22-computer system provides detailed information about the country's forest coverage as it existed in 2000, and permits scientists to identify sites where illegal logging is occurring. 

"For the first time we have a precise and reliable instrument based on objective measurements and maps, allowing us to determine the legality of forestry permits issued," Agustín Fallas, of the development foundation for Costa Rica's central volcanic range, told Tierramérica.

 BRAZIL: Genetics Reinforce Sugar Industry
RIO DE JANEIRO - The finalization of the sugarcane genetic map by Brazilian researchers this month will help Brazil maintain leadership in sugar production and export, say experts in the sector. 

Within five years plant scientists will develop varieties of sugarcane that are more productive, more resistant to cold, pests and disease, and also better at assimilating nutrients like phosphorous, says William Lee Burnquist, technology coordinator at Copersucar, a cooperative that is responsible for 20 percent of Brazil's sugar and 

alcohol production. 



The sugarcane genome project, with 240 scientists participating, announced on Sep. 17 that 33,620 genes had been identified, of which 2,000 are related to sugar production. 



Brazil produces some 23 million tons of sugar annually.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE of 1 October 2003

UAE

Environment management is 'crucial' for business

Environment management is crucial in today's business atmosphere, since corporate image has a major influence on social attitude, said Habiba Al Marashi, Chairperson of the Emirates Environmental Group (EEG). She was delivering the opening speech at the group's sixth general meeting for the current year here last Sunday. 

Environment management systems (EMS) was the focus of the meeting at which the main speaker was Yngve Amundsen, Manager, MSC Services at Det Norske Veritas (DNV), Middle East region. The meeting highlighted the need to implement effective EMS within the management structures of small and medium businesses, as well as large corporations in the Middle East in order to foster environment-friendly business practices and implement active safety and environment protection strategies within corporate structures.

The importance of ISO 14001, an internationally approved standard for EMS, as a business improvement and risk management tool was also stressed upon during the meeting. An accredited third-party verification, ISO 14001 is a certification that is given is recognition after a company meets the requirements of the international standard in environmental protection.

Receiving the ISO 14001 certification can have economic benefits, in terms of lower cost of materials, increased regulatory flexibility and improved investor relations.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september761.xml

Al Ain targets environment protection

Environment protection and preservation for the posterity is the core of a number of programmes and projects implemented by different Al Ain Municipality departments. 

With the aim of further realising these goals and making them a tangible reality, the Al Ain Public Health Department (AAPHD) has started implementing the second phase of the state-of-art Waste Classification at Source Project, adopted by the department last year.

“The new stage covers other areas of the city like Felej Hazza, Al Geel and Old and New Manaseer,” Hemmam Taha Al Mugemmar, director of the project, told Khaleej Times.

The project involves the categorisation of wastes into three bags: red for the inorganic waste, green for organic recyclable litter and the third for the manufacturing of manure, he added.

“In order to ensure that the new phase is a success, we are carrying out a public awareness campaign in the targeted areas,” he said

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september716.xml
Saudi Arabia

Kingdom to Encourage Organic Farming

The Saudi Arabian General Investment Authority is willing to consider applications from investors in the organic food sector as the Kingdom is set to encourage organic farming without the use of artificial fertilizers and pesticides.

However, a meeting on “Organic Food and the Scope for Growth” felt that there should be internationally accepted guidelines for the production of organic food as the starting point for this new venture.

The meeting, at the Riyadh Chamber of Commerce and Industry, was organized under the auspices of Minister of Agriculture Dr. Fahd Balghanaim.

An exhibition on organic food was also held on the sidelines of the meeting. The Kingdom’s biggest producer of organic food, Watania, had on display its wide range of organic produce ranging from a variety of vegetables to ostrich and emu eggs produced at its organic farm in Qasim.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=32847&d=1&m=10&y=2003&pix=kingdom.jpg&category=Kingdom
Qatar

Pest control efforts must not cause harm to environment

ANY means used against pests should not have adverse effects on the environment, a visiting expert from Malaysia said yesterday. 
Dr A Sivapragasam, deputy director (pests and disease management) at the Rice and Industrial Crop Research Centre of the Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (Mardi), was giving a lecture in Doha on fighting date palm red weevils. It was organised by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture. 

Any pest control measure will have its implications, he cautioned. Besides, “you also need a good organisation, infrastructure and networking” to fight the date palm red weevils, he said, citing the example of Malaysia. 

Isolated action cannot solve the problem. “It’s the country’s problem” and everyone should get involved in the action. 

There should be a multi-disciplinary approach because the problem is not necessarily solely entomological. 

He also stressed on the need for a good infrastructure. “We do a lot of laboratory work to see what pesticide works and what does not”. 

He suggested that it is important to do networking with regional and international bodies. 

Date Palm Global Network, under the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), has a lot of information, Sivapragasam said. Besides, the FAO can have an زadvisory role and provide training, he added. 

 http://www.gulf-times.com/
Farewell to adviser on environment

 THE Scientific and Applied Research Centre (SARC) of the University of Qatar has held a farewell party in honour of Philip Brakmin, environment health and safety adviser at Ras Laffan LNG Company. 
"SARC had the opportunity to work with Brakmin from 1998 and we have completed many projects successfully," a spokesperson said yesterday. 

Among the projects Brakmin was involved in were the development and monitoring of artificial reef structures, restoration of coastal vegetation habitat, and establishment of a natural reserve in Al Dhakhira. 

The RasGas official, who is returning to his hometown, also worked on in a number of Ras Laffan ecological surveys. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michèle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations on its programmes of work, and on Iraq.

           The United States has introduced its latest draft resolution on Iraq.  The Security Council President, U.S.

     Ambassador John Negroponte, is expected to speak at the stakeout following consultations.  He will then host this  month’s Council luncheon with the Secretary-General.

           And at 3:30 p.m., the Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee is scheduled to meet in Conference

     Room 7.

           **SG on Iraq

           The Secretary-General was asked about the U.S. draft resolution on Iraq as he entered the building, and he

     said it would have to be studied to determine whether it is a radical change from the past.  He intends to discuss it  with Security Council members as they hold their monthly luncheon today.

           Asked whether the draft resolution fits with the plan he envisions for Iraq, the Secretary-General responded,   “Obviously, it’s not going in the direction I had recommended, but I will have to study it further.”  He also noted that  security conditions in Iraq are being monitored on a daily basis and added that, without a secure environment, “it’s  going to be extremely difficult for us to take on major responsibilities”.

           The Secretary-General was also asked about the situation in North Korea, which he is expected to discuss

     this afternoon with his Personal Envoy, Maurice Strong, and said he remains hopeful that the nuclear issue can be resolved diplomatically through the six-nation talks.  We have transcripts of his comments upstairs.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman:

           “The Secretary-General is deeply disturbed by the Government of Israel’s decisions to proceed with the

     construction of the separation wall deep in the West Bank, and to build 600 new housing units in West Bank

     settlements.  In keeping with the 26 September statement of the Quartet, he views both the security wall and

     settlements in the West Bank built on Palestinian land as serious obstacles to the achievement of the two-State

     solution.

           “Moreover, the wall continues to cause great hardship to thousands of Palestinian families.  In addition, the

     Secretary-General has repeatedly expressed his view that settlements are a clear breach of the Fourth Geneva

     Convention and also contradict Israel’s commitments under the Quartet’s Road Map.”

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman

           I have this statement concerning Mr. Razali’s visit to Myanmar:

           “Mr. Razali Ismail, the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Myanmar, concluded his three-day visit to  Myanmar on the 2nd October, after having separate discussions with Government leaders, including Prime Minister  General Khin Nyunt, as well as Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and representatives of ethnic nationality groups.  He also called on Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the ruling State Peace and Development Council (SPDC).

           “Mr. Razali is pleased to confirm that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is well and in good spirits, recovering at her

     home from the recent surgery.

           “During all his discussions on the roadmap announced by the Prime Minister on 30 August, the Special Envoy emphasized the need for the Government to begin by taking timely steps to include all parties in the various  preparatory processes leading to the National Convention.  He urged the Government to release Daw Aung San Suu  Kyi and other NLD leaders as soon as possible, and that they be allowed to participate in the preparatory process.

           “The Special Envoy hopes that an understanding will emerge between the Government and Daw Aung San

     Suu Kyi shortly so that their dialogue on the country’s democratic transition may resume.”

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman

           I have a statement on Côte d’Ivoire that we issue in both French and English, and I’ll read the English version.

           “The Secretary-General is deeply concerned about recent developments in Côte d’Ivoire, including the decision  of the Forces Nouvelles to suspend their participation in the Government of National Reconciliation and in the programme of Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration, as well as the subsequent decision to close down the  main road linking Abidjan and Bouaké.  These developments constitute a serious setback in the peace process.

           “The Secretary-General urges all Ivorian political forces and their leaders to work together to build upon the steps already taken toward implementing the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement.  In this regard, the Secretary-General  hopes that the Ivorian Government will continue to provide the necessary leadership in moving the peace process  forward.  The Secretary-General calls upon the Forces Nouvelles to resume participation in the Government of National  Reconciliation and to seek solutions to their grievances through dialogue and through the good offices of the Monitoring  Committee, chaired by his Special Representative, Mr. Albert Tevoedjre.”

           **Liberia

           We spoke a few minutes ago to the UN mission in Liberia.

           Monrovia, the Liberian capital, is reported to be tense today, following random shooting heard throughout the  night.

           The overnight shooting follows the incidents we reported to you yesterday, including one that occurred when  the leader of the rebel group Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), Mr. Sekou Conneh, was  trying to make his way into the capital.  That situation was brought under control by the UN peacekeeping force, which  took over peacekeeping duties in Liberia yesterday.  We also have a humanitarian update available.

           **Burundi -- Humanitarian

           Two weeks of fighting between two rival rebels groups have led to the displacement of an estimated 50,000 civilians in the east and in the north-west of the Burundian capital, Bujumbura.

           Over the next month, the World Food Programme and its implementing partner, CARE, are targeting over

     150,000 vulnerable farming households with food aid.  Some 750,000 people will benefit from the project.

           The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is providing more than 210,000 farming households in Burundi  with seeds and hoes, and the WFP is providing food rations to ensure the farmers have enough food, and do not eat  their seeds.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said that more than 1 million girls have entered the Afghan school system since the fall of the Taliban.

           UNICEF hailed the development as a testament to the courage and wisdom of the Afghan people and the

     generosity of the international community.  Its Executive Director, Carol Bellamy, will pay her third visit to the country from 5 to 7of this month.

           Meanwhile, UNICEF and the UN Mission deplored the burning of two schools on 27 of September in Balkh  Province.  “Incidents such as these fly in the face of the collective efforts to build Afghanistan’s shattered education  system”, the UN Mission said, “and the overwhelming desire amongst the Afghan people to see their children educated.”

           Also on Afghanistan, the World Food Programme has signed an agreement with the Afghanistan’s New

     Beginnings Programme to support the Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration programme, targeting 100,000 active soldiers.

           The WFP will offer a one-time food incentive package to the soldiers who choose to re-enter civilian life. The package will be given only to the soldiers who have undergone demobilization.  And you can get more details in the Kabul briefing notes available upstairs.

           **Tours

           The General Assembly’s general debate is ending this afternoon, Michèle will tell you more about that in a

     minute.  But, as a result, the United Nations will be open to the public once more, starting tomorrow morning.  At 9  tomorrow morning, the UN Headquarters building will re-open to the public, and guided tours will resume.

           There will be a press conference here tomorrow at 11.  Anna Tibaijuka, the Executive Director of the UN

     Settlements Programme or Habitat, will be joined by Jeffrey Sachs, the Secretary-General’s special adviser on the Millennium Development Goals, and they will be here to brief you on the “Global Report on Human Settlements –- The  Slum Challenge”.

           That’s all I have.  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, please do you have the figure about the amount of money requested at the Madrid conference by the UN?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I can confirm a figure that appeared in the press today of $35.589

     billion over four years.  This is based on the needs assessment conducted by the UN Development Programme and  the World Bank.  And it does not include the coalition estimates of an additional $19.4 billion over those same four  years.  We will have a senior UNDP official joining us at the briefing on Monday, and any more detail that you want on  this matter I’d recommend that you talk to the UNDP office here, or the World Bank in Washington.  Yes.

           Question:  Elaborate a bit more on what Annan meant when he said not going in the direction he

     recommended?

           Spokesman:  I cannot, for the simple reason that his discussions on how he would want things to go have

     been confidential with members of the Council or their foreign ministers or heads of State.  And he did say that he  wants to study the text further.  His own advisors will be providing him with analysis of the text, and he’ll shortly have  the chance to discuss it with the Council members at the luncheon.  So, I think you should see that as a preliminary  indication of his reaction, but not his final judgement.  Yes.

           Question:  The Secretary-General said this morning that the draft resolution doesn’t quite go in the direction he’d recommended.  I was wondering if you could elaborate a bit on that.

           Spokesman:  We just had that question.

           Question:  Oh, sorry

           Spokesman:  Alright, if there is nothing else, Michèle.

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Today, the General Assembly hears the last 21 speakers on the list.  The general debate will end this evening  on the closing remarks of the President of the Assembly, summarizing the general debate and the work of the session  since it started on 16 September.  A total of 189 speakers will have expressed their views by this afternoon.  Only  three Member States, originally scheduled to speak, will not intervene during the general debate, ending tonight:  this is the case for Turkmenistan, Libya and Djibouti.  Fifty heads of State, 25 heads of government, four vice presidents,  12 deputy prime ministers, 81 foreign ministers, two deputy foreign ministers, 14 chairpersons of delegations, and one observer delegation will, by this afternoon, have participated in the general debate.  The eleventh and last speakerinscribed for this afternoon is Iraq, a rectification on the information we had yesterday, listing Iraq as the eighth speaker.

           On this last subject, we have been receiving again a number of questions concerning the delegation of Iraq. 

     We cannot confirm at this point who will speak on behalf of Iraq.  The original request sent to the Assembly had stated  that the Iraqi delegation would be headed by Ahmad Chalabi.  We have no further information.  [The Spokesman’s office later announced that Ahmad Chalabi would address the General Assembly on behalf of Iraq this afternoon.]

           As I mentioned before, under the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, Member States submit

     credentials for each session.  A Credentials Committee has been appointed and is headed by the permanent

     representative of Fiji.  It usually takes several weeks to examine the credentials of each Member State, and a report is  not expected until much later in the session.  In the meantime, representatives of Member States sit provisionally, with  full rights of participation, unless there is a formal objection from another Member State.  The Credentials Committee can then be convened on short notice in the event of such an objection by any Member State.

           So far, the Presidency of the General Assembly has not received any objections on the credentials of the Iraqi delegation or its presence on the speakers’ list, but such objections are still possible, on a point of order requested at any time by any other delegation this afternoon.

           Thank you.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  (inaudible) Why Turkmenistan, Libya and Djibouti will not be speaking?

           Spokeswoman:  No, I spoke to all three delegations this morning, and they could not give me a specific

     answer.  The only thing I got, in one case one Foreign Minister had to go for another appointment.  There is really no further explanation received by me.

           Question:  Can you say which Foreign Minister that was?

           Spokeswoman:  That was Libya.  The Foreign Minister was here, was listed to speak, and did not speak.

           Spokesman:  O.K.  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Compact" ��PNS - Humayun Assures Govt's Support To UN Global Compact�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nemo" ��MyInKy - 'Don't flush' is the warning as Nemo goes worldwide*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fish" ��USIA NEWS - Trade in Aquarium Fish Becoming Sustainable Industry�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshlands" ��WRMEA.Com - California Couple Launch Effort to Resurrect Iraq’s Dessicated Marshlands
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*Also in Chicago Tribune.  In Canadian newspaper - The Standard and CP Wire


** Corriere della Sera of  2 October article on tropical fish with quotes from ED
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