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Summit Right Step to Put a Stop to Desertification

      BYLINE: BuaNews 

      Deputy President Jacob Zuma says the conference to combat desertification underway in Havana, Cuba,

      offers hope to millions of people affected by the catastrophe, signalling concerted efforts to deal with it. 

      He was addressing delegates at the Sixth Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Convention to

      Combat Desertification (UNCCD), yesterday. 

      He said the UNCCD was acknowledged by various multilateral conventions such as the World Summit on

      Sustainable Development (WSSD) and the UN Millennium Declaration as an integral part of poverty

      alleviation. 'It therefore provides hope for the millions of people throughout the globe affected by

      desertification and drought. 

      'We concur with the UNCCD view that programmes to combat desertification should be integrated into

      development policies as a whole, addressing the physical, biological and socio-economic aspects of

      desertification and drought,' Deputy President Zuma said. 

      He explained that for South Africa, the conference was crucial as a large sector of at least 12 million rural

      dwellers were involved in subsistence farming activities and relied heavily on natural resources for their

      livelihood. 

      This sector is particularly vulnerable to the consequences of desertification and drought, he said. 

      According to the UNCCD, desertification is land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas

      resulting from various factors, including climatic variations and human activities. 

      At the global level, it is estimated that the annual income foregone in the areas immediately affected by

      desertification amounts to approximately US 42 billion Dollars each year. 

      The indirect economic and social costs suffered outside the affected areas, including the influx of

      'environmental refugees' and losses to national food production, may be much greater. 

      However, the Convention hopes to combat this phenomenon through action programmes to address the

      underlying causes of desertification and drought and identify measures of preventing and reversing it for

      sustainable development. 

      The Deputy President said the war against poverty and environmental degradation would be effectively won if all governments - in both developing and developed countries - seriously worked together within the

      context of the multilateral agencies and others to maintain viable projects, which reach the poorest of the

      poor. 

      He said for its part, the African continent was already implementing and championing the goals of the UNCCD through the New Partnership for Africa's Development (Nepad), the continent's blueprint for socio-economic development. 

      'We believe that there is a need to draw stronger linkages between the 'Environment Initiative' of Nepad and the UNCCD.' 

      For this reason, he said the current co-operation on developing the environmental component of Nepad -

      between African countries, the Global Environment Facility and the UN Environment Programme - was

      greatly appreciated. 

      He added this co-operation was being taken forward in areas such as transfrontier parks, where African

      countries were boosting joint conservation efforts, enhancing biodiversity and rural development. 

      'We will be celebrating these successes at the forthcoming World Parks Congress next week in Durban.' 

      The UNCCD was born from the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Rio Earth Summit) in Brazil and was adopted on 17 June 1994. 

      South Africa became signatory to the Convention in January 1995. 

      The Convention was ratified by Parliament on 30 September 1997.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

Bangladesh

Clean environment needed

Sir,

Sustainable economic development depends upon rational uses of natural resources. This new culture should not only be urging for quantitative adjustments alone but making qualitative transformations too.

While adverse environmental issues have already been identified and our ideas and thoughts have been spiraling over the years on tracking solutions, it is time for implementation. As Mr. Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director UNEP has mentioned , "The global framework for changing current production and consumption pattern has been set- the time for action is now".

It is undeniable that industries, as the main stream channel of production of various human needs, have been playing a degenerative role in the balance of our natural environment. Industrial exploitation of natural resources from minerals to water is no doubt having an impact on the operational balance of our eco-system. However, the process of production in these industries, be they extractive or manufacturing, interfere even much more with our environment. The environmental impact of industries entail pollution of air and water, dispoilation of land, deforestation etc. The concept of cleaner production, written by Mohiuddin Babar, has been a wonderful probability to do significant justice to a better environment. However, it entails a wide range of measures ---- legal, administrative, social and economic. While the concept and its practice met with success-stories in many places, there have been enormous impediments in its implementation elsewhere. 

It is good that business have responded well to the need of a cleaner environment. However, it is seen that only the big companies or multi-national enterprises have been affront with measures for sound production processes. Also, companies in the developed world have been more responsive to the parameters of a good and safe environment. In the developing world, more importantly in the poor countries, the scenario is different. While the multi-national enterprises working there adhere to cleaner practices, most of the industries in these countries are small or medium sized and they do not or can not comply with such practices owing to either lack of willingness, or understanding of its gravity, or affordability to install protection measures, or absence of legal bindings.

Massive population growth and their needs have been propelling unprecedented industrial development along side wide measures to multiply agricultural output. The development of technology during the last century greatly impacted the agricultural and industrial productions which stimulated not only an encouraging socio-economic growth worldwide but steered rapid changes in consumption patterns as well. As the population continues to grow, the economics of demand and supply will also have new yardsticks, fostering yet newer dimensions of consumption patterns.

S.M. Ajmal Huda Amin, Chandanpura

___________________________________________________________________________________________

PANAPRESS

Kibaki encourages protection of biological resources

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki has urged African government to improve the management of protected areas by making conservation an integral component of their national development agenda.

In an upcoming paper to be published in 'Our Planet' a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) magazine, Kibaki argues that natural resources formed the backbone of development and livelihoods for most African  economies and people.

"They provide industrial inputs, firewood, construction materials, medicines and ecosystem functions. We require these materials and services for both subsistence and commerce.

"Coming generations too will need these resources for social, health and economic needs among other things," says the president's article, a copy of which reached PANA here.

African countries face complex environmental and development challenges, with the growing human population exerting severe pressure on biological diversity and natural resources, Kibaki points out.

"The natural landscape is fast changing from being rich and productive to barren and unproductive. Millions of tones of fertile topsoil are being lost daily through water and wind erosion.

"The natural resource base that is essential for development is continually being weakened and undermined by unsustainable land-use practices," says Kibaki.

Early this year, Kibaki's government enacted the Environmental Management and Co-ordination legislation, which entitles every person in Kenya the right to a clean and healthy environment.

The law is also supposed to safeguard and enhance the environment. It also aims at promoting conservation and sustainable use of biological resources as a key factor in the country's objective of industrialization, improved economic performance and enhanced social welfare.

In his forthcoming article, Kibaki urges for the urgent additional establishment and distribution of protected areas,saying the current number was not effective and sustainablein terms of  natural resources.

"It is particularly necessary to conserve representative ecosystems that are rich in biological diversity. Special attention should be given to endemic, rare and threatened species or those species and habitats with critical scientific and aesthetic values".

Protected areas in Africa, Kibaki said, are faced with many challenges, including overexploitation of resources, encroachment on natural habitats by humans, closure of wildlife migratory corridors, civil unrest and warfare within and across national boundaries.

Other challenges include refugees and displaced peoples, poor relationship with neighbouring communities, lack of effective wildlife management systems, inadequate technical capacity and funds, inadequate policies, recurring droughts and desertification, and inadequate sharing of benefits accruing from natural resources.

He hopes the challenges will form part of discussion during the World Parks Congress, to be held in South Africa later this month. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Fox Replaces Mexican Energy, Environment Ministers 

  MEXICO CITY - Mexican President Vicente Fox reshuffled his Cabinet yesterday, replacing his energy minister with a former ruling party  leader and removing the environment minister in a bid to revive his reform agenda. 

  Energy Minister Ernesto Martens was replaced by Felipe Calderon, director of the government's public works bank and a prominent figure  inside Fox's conservative National Action Party, or PAN. 

  Fox's spokesman, Alfonso Durazo, said Martens' departure was designed to "give a new push to the energy sector and promote corresponding reforms." 

  Environment Minister Victor Lichtinger was replaced by Alberto Cardenas, a former governor of Jalisco state and also a senior PAN  member. 

  "With these changes the (president) gives a renewed push in substantial areas of the administration, focusing on politics as the path to more efficient, sensible and committed government," said Durazo. 

  Battered by a weak economy and a lack of progress on his reform agenda, Fox has been under mounting pressure from inside and outside the PAN to make Cabinet changes since the party took a drubbing in July 6 midterm legislative elections. 

  In his state of the union address on Monday, Fox pleaded with Congress to pass long-sought reforms to jump-start the economy. He said   Mexico needs tax, energy and labor reforms if it is to have any chance of real growth. 

  Industry analysts say Calderon, an accomplished politician and former coordinator of the PAN in Congress, could do more to push Fox's  agenda in Congress than did Martens, who kept a particularly low profile at home. 

  "They've had a horrible breakdown of communications between executive and legislative powers and this is a way of mending fences,"   said George Baker, director of the Houston-based consultancy Mexico Energy Intelligence. 

  "This is a proactive step to say we are going to try and listen better to the Congress and facilitate consensus building in energy policy,"  he said. 

  The Fox government has so far failed to win support for electricity reforms in the opposition-dominated Congress, and it has also met  resistance on its proposed tax and labor reforms. 

  Martens, plucked from the private sector when Fox came to power in 2000, was not a flamboyant figure on the world oil stage but  continued Mexico's close ties with the OPEC cartel and with the United States, a major importer of Mexican oil. 

  Lichtinger was brought into the Fox government in December 2000. He was a former environmental consultant for Mexican business. 

  Not a member of the PAN, Lichtinger has been viewed as an outsider by party faithful who have pushed for more participation in the Fox  Cabinet. (Additional reporting by Elizabeth Fullerton) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Rare petrel fights for survival 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     One of Europe's most endangered birds, Zino's petrel, has a slightly firmer grasp on survival than experts had previously thought. 

     Portuguese ornithologists have discovered a new breeding colony of the petrel in its mid-Atlantic fastness. 

     They say this is significant because the petrel is the rarest bird to breed regularly in Europe. 

     But fears persist over its ability to avoid extinction for much longer. 

     The new colony, with 20 chicks and at least nine occupied nests, is the largest known. It was found on Pico do Areeiro, a peak in the central mountain massif of the Portuguese-administered island of Madeira. 

     Natural enemies 

     The new nest site is some way from the three known colonies; access to it has been closed until scientists can be sure how many chicks there are and what  risk visitors may pose. 

     Zino's petrel had been thought to number only 20-30 pairs, and is classed on the Red List compiled by IUCN-The World Conservation Union as critically  endangered. 

     BirdLife International, a global alliance of conservation groups which works in  more than 100 countries, says the species "continues to teeter on the brink of  extinction". 

     Although there are hopes of finding more breeding colonies, the petrel is under constant threat from rats and semi-wild cats which take its eggs and chicks,  and from human pressures. 

     Defence threat 

     It prefers to nest in burrows on ledges inaccessible to people, but goats and sheep which reach them can trample the vegetation, and they are no protection against predators. 

     BirdLife's Portuguese partner, Spea, is also concerned about the possible impact of a Nato radar station which Portugal is planning to build near the  summit of Pico do Areeiro. It is lobbying for the station to be built elsewhere. 

     There are fears the fledglings could fly into the station's lights at night, and that radiation and construction work could both imperil the entire petrel population. 

     Zino's petrel is not in any case one of Nature's great survivors. In the last  decade the colonies have averaged fewer than one fledgling per nest annually.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Southern Africa's Jumbo Problems 
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MARAKELE NATIONAL PARK, South Africa, 3 September 2003— Take a piece of the African bush, enclose it with a fence, and let the world’s largest land mammal reproduce as it pleases.

After a while, you will have a jumbo-sized problem on your hands.

Southern Africa has a major elephant issue and it’s not one that animal welfare groups in the West like to highlight.

“Some people in the West are still under the impression that the elephant population in southern Africa is under threat. They’re not a threatened or endangered species,” South African Environment Minister Valli Moosa told Reuters.

“The fact of the matter is that southern Africa does have an elephant overpopulation,” he said.

That, for some conservationists, is a jarring assertion.

Millions of elephants once teemed across Africa, from the Mediterranean to the continent’s southern tip.

But while their numbers have been decimated over the centuries for the ivory contained in their tusks, there is, quite bluntly, little additional space for them in the face of surging and impoverished human populations.

And once you fence them in — the case for all of South Africa’s roughly 15,000 wild elephants — the population will eventually reach a breaking point where it can no longer be sustained without severely stretching the rest of the ecosystem.

This can have disastrous consequences for other animals.

Elephants have big appetites, with adults consuming on average around 170 kilos (375 lbs) of food a day.

“In any protected area that has elephants you have two choices — you utilize the area to maintain biodiversity or else you have an elephant sanctuary, you can’t have both,” says Dr. Ian Whyte, a biologist with South African National Parks.

“At some stage elephants will start to impact on biodiversity,” he says.

Issues like this will be in focus at the fifth IUCN World Parks Congress from September 8 to 17 in the South African city of Durban.

The congress will bring together 2,500 delegates who will review the state of protected areas and work out strategies for the future preservation of the world’s natural heritage.

The struggle to conserve elephants holds some lessons.

When Nelson Mandela became president in 1994, South Africa introduced a moratorium on culling elephants, which have a long life-span and an intricate social system.

“We’ve decided that we’re not going to resort to the culling of elephants...But it forces us to look hard at other alternatives,” said Moosa.

Those alternatives may well be running out. Scientists are experimenting with contraceptives but question marks still hang over this approach, both on grounds of cost and effectiveness.

South Africa’s favored valve to release the pressure of rising elephant numbers has been to relocate the beasts — but with only so much land and habitat available this is clearly not a process that can go on forever.

More land in South Africa is being utilized for conservation, with former cattle farms being transformed into game parks and reserves as ranchers attempt to grab a piece of the lucrative and growing ecotourism industry.

About six percent of South Africa’s land surface lies within protected areas and the country aims to reach the IUCN’s recommendation of 10 percent — but at some point a limit will be reached and relocation will no longer be an option.

The costs are also mammoth, while the task is huge and dangerous for the humans involved and stressful to the animals.

Marakele National Park in South Africa’s northern Limpopo province — a beautiful piece of Africa where thorn tree-dotted savannah runs up to rugged hills and mountains — last week received a large bull from the renowned Kruger Park.

“It was very agitated this morning but seems better now. Still, we can’t release it straight away,” said one park ranger outside the elephant’s boma, an enclosed area where relocated animals are briefly kept to adjust to their new surroundings.

That animal had been harried by a helicopter a couple of days before, darted, and loaded on a lorry for transport.

Kruger elephants have been relocated to parks and reserves across the country. But the Kruger — which is the size of Israel — can only ship its excess elephants out for so long.

“Last year, our elephant census showed there were 10,459 elephants in the park and the evidence is that they are increasing at about seven percent a year,” Whyte told Reuters by phone as he took a break from aerial counts for the 2003 census.

“In 10 years it will double...they have a long life and low mortality rates,” he said.

Help is at hand as the Kruger drops big chunks of its long fence with neighbouring Mozambique to make way for a super trans-frontier park. Even that expanded area will eventually be squeezed by growing elephant numbers.

A private South African reserve and Botswana have both begun to relocate elephants to a game park in Angola, where almost three decades of civil war wiped out the country’s herds.

But that operation takes serious money and there is no guarantee those animals will be protected from poachers.

South African officials admit they may have to reluctantly go back to culling — a move sure to provoke outrage from animal welfare groups in the West.

“Ultimately, of course, if nothing else can be done because elephants can be so destructive to the ecosystem, you may be forced to start culling them,” Mavuso Msimang, the chief executive of South Africa’s National Parks, told Reuters.

“We are in the business of managing biodiversity. We are not quite in the business of sentiment,” he said.

Other countries have even bigger problems, such as Botswana, home to an estimated 80,000 to 120,000 elephants.

“A process of desertification is taking place (in Botswana) because as those elephant herds move through the veld they just leave a desert behind them because of the amount of biomass which they consume,” said Moosa.

Back at Marakele, boundaries are being extended to accommodate the new bull and his mates, with the removal of the fence separating the park from a neighboring 34,000-hectare (84,000 acre) private reserve. This will create a park of 110,000 hectares (271,800 acres).

But in a few years time, the big bull and his offspring will need more room. And in a country with a huge income disparities and where the rural poor are in need of land, there may be no space left for the elephants.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP
Wednesday, Sep 03, 2003, 

Cancun set for showdown over farm subsidies

Developing countries will be seeking a better deal for their farmers when ministers from the WTO's 146 member countries gather in Cancun, Mexico, from Sept. 10. 

Buoyed by the success of Saturday's deal on patent rules and cheap medicines, they are determined not to let richer countries off the hook over promises made at the launch of the latest global-free-trade talks in 2001 to put development issues at the heart of the negotiations. 

Developing countries account for about two-thirds of the WTO's membership, and have already shown they can be a force to be reckoned with if they act collectively. 

"We need to see export subsidies phased out because they distort not just the international market but also our domestic markets," said Kenya's Ambassador Amina Chawahir Mohamed. 

Ministers agreed in Doha on "reductions of, with a view to phasing out, all forms of export subsidies" in agriculture, but progress on the negotiations has since been slow and problematic. 

Developing countries also want cuts in domestic support to farmers and better access to agricultural markets in the developed world. 

Entrenched positions have meant that a draft declaration prepared for the Sept. 10 to 14 Cancun ministerial gathering is so far devoid of figures on exactly how much farm subsidies and tariffs should be reduced, and when. 

The Mexico meeting has been called to take stock of the overall round of Doha talks that aim to tear down more barriers to global trade, with an accord scheduled by Jan. 1, 2005. 

Developing countries argue that the more than US$300 billion spent each year by industrialized countries to help their domestic food producers prevents them competing on developed markets, but also on their home market. 

"For us to have sustainable food security we have to be able to produce. The dumping of uncompetitive, subsidized agricultural produce has stolen our incentive to produce by denying us access to markets," Mohamed said. 

Subsidies paid by Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries per capita for cows and cotton bolls are "considerably higher" than OECD per capita aid for sub-Saharan Africa, according to the UN Development Programme's Human Development Report last year. 

A proposal by four west and central African cotton-producing countries, led by Burkina Faso, for developed countries to drop cotton subsidies also features on the draft agenda for Cancun. 

And developing countries are also resisting calls by richer countries for ambitious targets in opening up markets for industrial goods, stressing that for them tariffs are an important source of revenue and protection for their goods. 

Kenya generates 16 percent of its overall income from import tariffs, even though the average tariff level is 1.6 percent, Mohamed said. 

"We cannot take on any new commitments, in fact some of our tariffs are the lowest in the world, and we would like to see others, especially those in developed countries match our current level of commitment," she added. 

International relief organization Oxfam has criticized the draft ministerial declaration for Cancun over its proposed targets and guidelines for cutting tariffs on industrial goods. 

Developing countries would have to make deeper cuts than developed countries under the proposed formula, which, it also said, was contrary to the mandate agreed in Doha, Qatar. 

Another area that is likely to produce clashes in Cancun between developing countries and richer ones is the issue of negotiations over new WTO rules on cross-border investment and competition policy. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN/UNEP in the news

Kibaki encourages protection of biological resources 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki has urged African government to improve the management of protected areas by making conservation an integral component of their national development agenda. In an upcoming paper to be published in 'Our Planet' a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) magazine, Kibaki argues that natural resources formed the backbone of development and livelihoods for most African economies and people. "They provide industrial inputs, firewood, construction materials, medicines and ecosystem functions. We require these materials and services for both subsistence and commerce. "Coming generations too will need these resources for social, health and economic needs among other things," says the president's article, a copy of which reached PANA here. African countries face complex environmental and development challenges, with the growing human population exerting severe pressure on biological diversity and natural resources, Kibaki points out. "The natural landscape is fast changing from being rich and productive to barren and unproductive. Millions of tones of fertile topsoil are being lost daily through water and wind erosion. Early this year, Kibaki's government enacted the Environmental Management and Co-ordination legislation, which entitles every person in Kenya the right to a clean and healthy environment.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng010483&dte=02/09/2003
Partnership conference to focus water crisis in Africa 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - The water crisis in Africa will be the focus of a partnership conference scheduled here 8-13 December between African governments and representatives of the international community. "The conference represents a political commitment at the highest level among African governments to move forward in solving the continent's impending water crisis," the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) announced Tuesday. The ECA and the Government of Ethiopia will jointly host the conference whose aim is to determine how to collectively implement the actions envisaged in the African Water Vision 2025, the NEPAD water agenda, the targets of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and the Millennium Development Goals on water. According to an official of the ECA's Sustainable Development Division, the objective is to focus attention on the implementation requirements of the many regional and international targets in the water sector in Africa. Six key initiatives will be launched in Addis Ababa during the Pan-African Implementation and Partnership Conference on Water. These include the African Water Facility to be hosted by the African Development Bank as a mechanism for African governments, regional economic communities and river basin authorities to ensure investment support for water resource management and water service provision. An agreement on implementation modalities for the European Union Water Initiative for Africa is to be concluded during the week of the conference that has been designated as "African Water Week." The ECA said the conference would provide a framework in which governments, UN agencies, donors, inter-governmental bodies, the private sector and other major stakeholder groups can fully take part in a committed and results-focused manner. The conference partners are the African Ministerial Council on Water, ECA, UN Environment Programme, World Meteorological Organization, UNESCO, AfDB, FAO, World Health Organization, UNDP, UN-Habitat, African Water Task Force, regional economic communities and African water research institutes.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng010455&dte=02/09/2003
General Environmental news

Oil Spill Blaze in Ogoni Burns Farms, Pollutes Streams

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Lagos - Crude oil from a ruptured oil pipeline caught fire, destroying farmland and polluting streams in the Ogoni area of southeastern Nigeria, residents said on Monday. Residents of Gio, a small Ogoni community 40 km east of Port Harcourt, said they were roused from their sleep in the early hours of Friday by a loud bang as crude oil gushing from the broken pipeline caught fire. "Large tracts of farmland belonging to the Gio community were destroyed by the fire, with the oil polluting the streams where we get our drinking water," Levura Gbaan, one resident of Gio, told IRIN. He said the fire had died down, but it was still smouldering and had covered much of Gio and neighbouring communities in smoke and soot. A Shell spokesman said an emergency response team sent to the site of the blaze on Friday was prevented from reaching the site by angry village youths, who demanded immediate compensation from the oil company. He said Shell was consulting with community leaders about sending in a joint investigation team to discover the cause of the pipeline burst and arrange clean up. The Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), a minority rights group last week complained to the police that oil thieves in the area were being aided by armed men in police uniforms.  Shell pulled out of Ogoniland 10 years ago following violent protests by local people, angry at the environmental degradation caused by the oil industry and at their failure to share in the wealth it produced on their land.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309020605.html
Rare Chinese Tigers Introduced in Pretoria

South African Press Association (Johannesburg): Two rare and endangered Chinese Tiger cubs arrived in Pretoria on Tuesday to be taught survival skills in an exercise to save the species from extinction. They will undergo hunting training with the help of South African experts in the next five years before being returned to China. The golden-furred pair were introduced to the media at the Pretoria zoo by Li Quan, who initiated the project which is supported by both the Chinese and South African governments. "With only 60 Chinese Tigers left in zoos and less than 30 in the wild, we have to take this drastic measure to save them from likely extinction," Quan said. Under the project, a reserve is to be established over the next five years in China where Chinese Tigers with rediscovered hunting skills will be released.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309021206.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 03 September 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

U.N. Forum In Tajikistan Pledges To Prevent Water Crises

Delegates at a U.N.-sponsored forum in Tajikistan yesterday pledged their commitment to preventing water crises such as the disappearance of the Aral Sea by boosting cooperation between countries sharing common river basins.

http://www.unwire.org/News/328_426_7953.asp 

Grenfell residents can help save the planet
Grenfell Record and Bland Advertiser, Australia, Wednesday, 3 September 2003 - Grenfell residents can make small adjustments to every day living to help save the global environment, according to Scott Major, of Channel Seven's Always' Greener.
Scott has put the challenge out to Grenfell, after revealing UNEP* statistics which show that if the entire global population lived like the most affluent 15 per cent, we would need an additional 2.6 planets to support us all.
Scott major was speaking at Eco-Innovate 03, a Sydney-based Forum for young people from around Australia and the Asia Pacific region, created by a partnership between Bayer, UNEP and UNSW. Also delivering tips were Tanya Ha of Planet Ark and Author of 'Greeniology' and Cameron Little, Coordinator of the University of New South Wales' Eco-Living Centre.
http://grenfell.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=local&category=general%20news&story_id=251888&y=2003&m=9 

Hong Kong Hosts High-Profile International Conference: Financing Sustainable Development
SocialFunds.com , September 03, 2003 - HONG KONG -- The World Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, 2002, highlighted the critical importance of financial institutions in driving the integration of a "People, Planet, Prosperity" ethic into markets at every level. 
The "Financing Sustainable Development" conference will address exactly how financial institutions and capital markets can fulfill this role, becoming powerful drivers for sustainability. 
The event features an international array of renowned experts and decision makers from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP, Geneva), 2008 Olympics Organising Committee (Beijing), Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD, Paris), Ministry of the Environment (Canada), International Finance Corporation (Hong Kong) and many others.
http://www.socialfunds.com/news/release.cgi/2082.html 

Rough weather threatens oil spill area written by MM-News - 31 Aug, 2003 
Maltamedia Daily News, Malta, August 31, 2003 - Stormy weather threatens to spread spilled crude from a Maltese-registered disabled tanker to the Arabian Sea coast, endangering Pakistan's ecologically sensitive mangrove forest. The area is also home to nesting turtles. 

The U.N. environmental agency said it has sent an emergency response specialist to help Pakistani authorities assess the damage after the MT Tasman Spirit, carrying 67,000 tons of Iranian crude oil, ran aground off the port of Karachi during a monsoon on July 27. 
The vessel broke up two weeks later, according to Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program. 
Pakistani authorities estimate that about 15,000 tons of oil spilled when the ship began breaking up, most of it washing up on popular bathing beaches close to the port. Stormy weather is now forecast.
http://www.maltamedia.com/cgibin/news03/print.pl?article=3126 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –2 September 2003

www.eluniversal.mx
FOX DESTITUTES VICTOR LICHTINGER, MEXICAN SECRETARY OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
NEWSPAPER EL UNIVERSAL. Mexico City  September 2.  President Vicente Fox announced new changes in his cabinet, and one day after his Third Annual Presidential Report addressed to the Senate and Congress, he determined to destitute Victor Lichtinger, former Secretary of the Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), post which will be covered by Alberto Cárdenas Jiménez, who had been until now General Director of the National Forestry Commission.
Until now, these changes to the cabinet were made in a personal way by the President, Mr.Vicente Fox Quesada, himself. On this occasion, Alfonzo Durazo, private secretary and spokesman of the Presidency was in charge to announce the changes 
Manuel Reed Segovia, who had been the former Director of the National Commission of Arid Zones, will be the new director of the National Forestry Commission, which until now was under the responsibility of Mr. Alberto Cárdenas, also former Governor of the State of Jalisco and PAN (National Action Party) activist.
It is important to mention, that during Lichtinger´s mandate, SEMARNAT was accused to provide illegal permits for the felling of trees in the Sierra of Oaxaca, situation that derived in a violent act and provoked the death of 26 peasants.
“With these changes, the President gives a new  impulse to the substantial areas of the public administration, giving a privilege to the policy as a guideline of the management of a more efficient, sensitive and compromised government, and to assure all its capacity of resolution.”, said Mr. Alfonzo Durazo
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE

Summer course for students ends in Dubai

The Dubai Development Board concluded yesterday a two-month summer course for secondary certificate holders and university students organised to develop their talents and increase their knowledge of work environment. The course provided the students a chance to practically apply the theories and information they had studied. 

The trainees will be given in future the priority in recruitment at the Development Board, according to a Press release issued by the board yesterday. The students were involved during the training courses in many jobs that managed to break their fear of the working environment, and were taught to depend on themselves as they were given the opportunity of being in responsible positions
http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september41.xml

Eco-awareness drive for students

As students gear up to go back to schools, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) is getting ready to offer once again its environmental awareness programmes which more than 13,000 students experienced last year in the emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

Erwda is charged with assisting the Abu Dhabi government in the conservation of the Emirate's natural environment, resources, wildlife and biological diversity and has placed the raising of the public's level of environmental awareness as one of its high priorities. Erwda aims to inculcate environmental awareness in a fun educational way that does not take extra time away from already pressurised school hours, an agency Press release said yesterday
http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september40.xml
Abu Dhabi in mega tourism venture
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Abu Dhabi has finally endorsed a mega venture to transform a coastal man-made island into a major tourism centre involving a Disneyland-style fun city, hotels and restaurants, a wildlife reserve and other facilities.

A decree issued by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, gave birth to the company which will oversee the development of the palm-dotted island.
http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=96620
Jordan

2nd International Energy Week puts focus on renewable sources, conservation 

“Energy conservation helps reduce the amount of resources consumed and their resulting emissions,” pointed out an Energy and Mineral Resources Ministry official Monday. 

During the launching of the 2nd International Energy Week — held Sept. 14-17 at the Radisson SAS Hotel, Energy Minster Mohammad Al Batayneh spoke to both public and private organisations of the need for new policies and laws promoting renewable energy (RE) as well as conservation. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews6.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Annan welcomes security handover to UN Mission in DR of Congo 

*
Top UN envoy continues efforts to ensure peace, stability in Liberia

*
Substantial number of UN staff to be temporarily removed from Iraq 

*
Myanmar: UN ‘deeply disturbed’ by democracy leader’s reported hunger strike

*
Influx of Sudanese refugees into Chad swells to 65,000 since April – UN agency
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Côte d’Ivoire requests UN assistance for upcoming elections 

*
Asylum seekers in industrialized countries decrease in 2nd quarter – UN agency

*
UN envoy deplores deadly attack on Kosovo Serbs

*
Kosovo: UN rights chief strongly condemns recent attacks as ‘heinous acts’

*
US productivity gap with rest of world widens – UN report 

*
Don’t ignore AIDS, UN envoy warns Asian government officials

*
Top UN health official urges treatment for AIDS patients in Africa

*
UN health agency pledges to help poorer countries with access to generic drugs

*
Amid SARS concern, UN agency urges influenza vaccination for high-risk groups

*
UN agency calls for urgent food aid for refugees and drought victims in Rwanda 

*
Djibouti: UN agency struggles to manage thousands of asylum seekers

*
Afghanistan: UN envoy hails national army’s progress 

*
Annan bans smoking in all UN Headquarters premises

* * * * 

DR of Congo

2 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has welcomed the smooth changing of the guard in northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where UN peacekeepers will now police the war-torn town of Bunia and its surroundings, taking over from the French-led interim force deployed there since June.

In a statement issued by his spokesman in New York, the Secretary-General welcomed yesterday’s “smooth transfer of security responsibilities” from the Interim Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF) to the UN Organization Mission’s (MONUC’s) Ituri Brigade in Bunia. 

“The Secretary-General expresses his appreciation to all States that have contributed troops to the IEMF, in particular the Framework Nation, France,” the statement said.

“The Secretary-General is confident that the MONUC force on the ground, already totalling over 2,500, is prepared to implement its mandate,” the statement continued, adding that his intention is that MONUC will maintain the momentum of its further deployment to the region and of the peace process facilitated by the presence of the European Union-led IEMF.

“The Secretary-General reminds all the key players in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and in the neighbouring States of their responsibility to stay on the course of peace and reconciliation, and to cooperate fully with the United Nations,” the statement concluded.

* * *

Liberia

2 September – In the uneasy calm that has settled over battle-scarred Monrovia, the top United Nations envoy for Liberia continued his meetings with local and regional players to cement the fragile peace, while UN agencies continued helping people in and around the capital, gradually trying to reach deeper into the country’s interior.

As part of his efforts to hold discussions with a wide spectrum of Liberian society, Jacques Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for the country, today met with the Liberian Senate and with the Secretary-General of the Liberian Press Union. Mr. Klein, who retuned to Monrovia last Friday after a week-long series of meetings with West African leaders in neighbouring Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Cote d’Ivoire.

Yesterday, Mr. Klein met with visiting Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo and Foreign Minister Oluyemi Adeniji, the former UN Special Representative for Sierra Leone. Mr Klein thanked the Nigerian government for its support of the vanguard force of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and encouraged it to support a strong mandate for a follow-on UN stabilization force in Liberia. 

In mid-August, ECOWAS sent the peacekeepers, mainly Nigerians, to help secure areas in and around Monrovia and to allow international aid agencies to assist a people traumatized by years of war. But despite a cease-fire peace deal signed by Liberia’s government and two rebel factions in Ghana last month, fighting has continued outside the city where rebel factions still hold sway and UN agencies report that thousands of civilians may once again be on the move.

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) said that in Monrovia’s “uneasy calm,” it has been continuing its efforts to assist people in and around the capital. Over the weekend, two planeloads of relief supplies arrived from Copenhagen with blankets and jerry cans for 10,000 persons, kitchen sets and plastic sheeting for 20,000, water bladders, and four light vehicles. 

Meanwhile, the agency is trying to reach deeper into the country’s interior. UNHCR led a mission to Bo Waterside, on the border with Sierra Leone last week to again examine the possibility of using the land route for convoys to and from the neighbouring country. The agency also tried to reinforce its dialogue with Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebels controlling the area.

Further inland, UNHCR travelled to Buchanan, south-east of Monrovia, last Friday as part of an inter-agency field mission to assess health and protection needs. The city is controlled by rebels of the MODEL (Movement for Democracy in Liberia) and the situation there remains very tense despite the peace agreement.

Cases of extortion, harassment and abductions are reportedly rife in Buchanan. Some 30,000 people are believed to be displaced there, many with immense needs, especially for food. Armed groups are reportedly preventing civilians from moving around freely, demanding heavy tolls to pass the checkpoints, even when they are simply in search of food. Looting of possessions and occupation of private properties are also frequent.

In other news from outside Monrovia, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) together with the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) other partners, have begun a mass measles vaccination campaign in Tubmanburg, a town northwest of the city, home to thousands of internally displaced persons. In the seven-day campaign, UNICEF alone is targeting 42,000 children.

* * *

Iraq

2 September – The United Nations has decided to temporarily remove a substantial number of international staff from Iraq while security issues are examined on the ground following the terrorist attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad two weeks ago which killed 22 people and injured scores more, a spokesman said today.

The UN's core humanitarian functions would continue with senior international staff remaining as well as a heavy reliance on local Iraqi staff, spokesman Fred Eckhard told a news briefing at UN Headquarters in New York. Other staff would be moved to neighbouring countries, he said. The decision was made on Friday.

Asked how such a reduction would affect UN humanitarian operations, Mr. Eckhard said the UN was trying to minimize the impact on the operation. He added that some administrative functions could be performed outside of Iraq.

“We’re trying to minimize the amount of disruption by allowing the people who can easily do their work outside the country as in Iraq to continue their work – administrators, for example,” he said. “And I’ve already mentioned we’re counting on our local staff to carry a lot of the burden as far as the humanitarian work is concerned. So we cannot as efficiently do our work with more than half our international staff out of the country. But we’re doing our best.” 

Mr. Eckhard also said an independent inquiry would investigate security arrangements in the run-up to the attack on the Baghdad headquarters at the Canal Hotel on 19 August, in addition to the immediate security assessment undertaken by the UN Security Coordinator (UNSECOORD).

A spokesperson for the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in Geneva earlier today that security around UN offices in Baghdad had been reinforced, and many OCHA staffers had expressed their willingness to go to Iraq and were presently on a waiting list roster.

OCHA was also not reducing its staff in Baghdad for the moment, spokesperson Elizabeth Byrs said when asked to comment on security in light of the latest attack on a police station in the Iraqi capital this morning.

Some UN staff were withdrawn after the terrorist attack, which killed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Sergio Vieira de Mello among others.

Mr. Annan has vowed to continue the UN mission in Iraq despite the terrorist attack, but has also demanded that security be strengthened.

* * *

Myanmar

2 September – The United Nations human rights expert on Myanmar today voiced deep concern over reports that Aung San Suu Kyi, General Secretary of the National League for Democracy (NLD), is on hunger strike and called on the Myanmar government to release her immediately and unconditionally. 

The Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the situation in Myanmar, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, said he was “deeply disturbed” by the reports.

“Although restrictions on information make it impossible to confirm this news, the Special Rapporteur remains gravely concerned by the continued detention of Aung San Suu Kyi in an undisclosed location, as well as by the impact of her confinement on her safety and health,” Mr. Pinheiro added in a statement.

“The Special Rapporteur reiterates his earlier appeals to the Government of Myanmar to release Aung San Suu Kyi immediately and unconditionally, and underlines once again the Government’s responsibility for her protection and safety,” the statement continued. “He also repeats his calls for the release without delay of all other persons imprisoned for the peaceful expression of their views.”

In July Secretary-General Kofi Annan met with Myanmar’s Deputy Foreign Minister and Special Envoy, U Khin Maung, at UN Headquarters in New York and expressed his “grave concern” about the welfare of Aung San Suu Kyi and other NLD leaders, who had been held incommunicado since 30 May.

“I remain convinced that the only way to build durable peace in Myanmar is to release the detainees, ensure their political freedoms, and begin substantive dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi immediately,” Mr. Annan said then.

* * *

Sudan

2 September – The number of Sudanese refugees heading to eastern Chad for safety since April – fleeing clashes between the Government and rebels in the western part of the country – has now reached some 65,000, the United Nations refugee agency reported today. 

A spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Geneva said that thousands of desperate people are fleeing fighting in the Darfur region of western Sudan, but added that many are being hampered by heavy rain. 

“It is the rainy season in Chad, and many of the refugees are showing signs of exposure, suffering from pneumonia and similar ailments,” said UNHCR’s Rupert Coleville, adding that agency officials, along with two members of the Chadian Parliament and a UN World Food Programme (WFP) official are now on an assessment mission to villages around Abeche and Adre to ascertain the needs of the refugees. 

Mr. Coleville said refugees first began fleeing western Sudan in April, and the influx continues. “They have largely been taken care of by local residents in Chad, who come from the same ethnic group, he added.

With a fragile truce holding between the Khartoum government and southern rebels of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), while peace talks continue in Kenya, the Darfur area has now become Sudan’s main battlefront.

Last Friday, the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) accused Khartoum government forces of killing 46 civilians and destroying scores of villages in North Darfur State, a charge denied by the government. UNHCR officials in eastern Chad quoted the latest refugees as saying they had been targeted by gunfire from aircraft. 


In other news from the region, the transfer of 15,000 Sudanese refugees from Kiryandongo camp in Uganda’s Masindi District got off to a difficult start yesterday as stone-throwing refugee youths staged violent resistance to the government-organized relocation to northern Uganda. The refugees had been displaced from Achol-Pii refugee settlement in Kitgum district last August following a series of vicious attacks by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army on the former settlement of 24,000 people.

According to accounts by refugees in Kiryandongo, after people began boarding the more than 32 trucks sent to the camp by the government, Sudanese youths tried to bar other refugees from getting on to the trucks. Seven refugees were injured in the ensuing mêlée, two of them seriously. Among the injured was an eight-year-old child.

By mid-afternoon, calm had returned to the camp. A total of 19 trucks departed Kiryandongo for the north – to Madi Okollo in Uganda’s northern Arua district and to Ikafe in Yumbe – in an operation that is expected to be completed by mid-September. All logistics and security for the relocation exercise are being handled by the government of Uganda. 

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

2 September – 
As preparations for upcoming general elections get underway in Côte d’Ivoire, the country’s fledgling government has asked the United Nations to help lay the groundwork for the 2005 ballot and to monitor the procedures to ensure fair and creditable outcome.

According to the UN Mission in Côte D’Ivoire (MINUCI), the formal request for electoral assistance came in a letter to Secretary-General Kofi Annan from Prime Minister Seydou Diarra, head of the Ivoirian transitional government established under the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement last January. That accord, brokered by France, calls on the government, rebels and political opposition to share power until elections in 2005.

The Prime Minister asked the world body to led a hand during the run-up to the elections in order to help create ideal conditions in which the ballot could be held in a transparent, fair and credible manner. He stressed that the success of the first general elections under the accord were the key to the long-term success of Côte d’Ivoire.

* * *

Asylum seekers

2 September – The number of asylum seekers in industrialized countries decreased almost across the board in the second quarter of this year, with asylum applications from Iraqis seeing the most dramatic drop, the UN refugee agency said today.

Applications in 29 industrialised countries, excluding Italy, for the period between April and June saw a drop of 12 per cent – 106,850 compared with 121,910 during the first three months of the year – while the number of Iraqis seeking asylum fell 43 per cent compared to the first quarter, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.

But Iraqis still remain the largest asylum-seeking nationality over the first six months, at 17,500. This compares with 26,000 in the last six months of last year.

“Almost all the major countries of asylum are receiving fewer asylum seekers this year compared to last year,” UNHCR spokesman Rupert Colville said in Geneva. “Of the top 20 countries of origin, only four have shown a slight increase. All the others have decreased.”

Altogether, the number of applications during the first half of 2003 was 19 per cent lower than during the first six months of 2002, and 22 per cent lower than the second half of last year.

In the European Union, and in Europe overall, the new figures were the lowest since UNHCR started collecting quarterly data at the beginning of 1999. During the second quarter of this year, the EU countries saw a drop of 16 per cent, to 66,260, following on from a 17 per cent drop in the first quarter. The number in North America also dropped by 12 per cent compared to the previous quarter.

By country of asylum, the most significant quarterly decreases were recorded in the United Kingdom (down 34 per cent), Spain and Ireland (both down 31 per cent), Germany (down 24 per cent) and Sweden (down 22 per cent).

The biggest increase in asylum applications was among Russians, who rose 54 per cent to become the largest group overall during the second quarter. The number of Russian applicants (including Chechens) rose particularly sharply in Austria and the Czech Republic. During the first six months, 12,700 Russians sought asylum in the 29 industrialized countries surveyed, while the figure for the whole of 2002 was around 20,000.

* * *

Kosovo

1 September – The senior United Nations envoy to Kosovo today strongly condemned an attack Sunday evening, which left one Serb dead, and four others injured.

“This is a deplorable act and stains Kosovo’s image in the world,” said Harri Holkeri.

Thirty-three year old Milomir Savic was treated for serious injuries as a result of the attack in Gnjilane region, but died this morning.

Speaking at the launch of a UN organized weapons amnesty programme, Mr. Holkeri urged all people in Kosovo to ensure that violence has no place in their society, and encouraged those still holding illegal firearms to hand them over to the authorities.

“The amnesty is significant in two ways: as a sign of greater security and as a contribution to greater security,” he said. “Every gun and every grenade taken off the streets is one less chance that a disagreement will have fatal consequences.”

During the month-long effort, citizens of Kosovo can surrender unauthorized weapons without fear of prosecution. After 30 September, those with illegal arms will be liable to prosecution and imprisonment of up to eight years or a fine of up to 7,500 euros. 

“The people of Kosovo should seize this opportunity to help themselves while helping Kosovo,” Mr. Holkeri said.

Also today, the envoy attended the opening ceremony of Bajram Curri Elementary School in Slatina village. “Let Kosovo’s children learn from their innocence and let them be educated in the values of tolerance and democracy that are the foundation of a free society,” he told participants.

* * * 

Kosovo

2 September – The acting United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, today strongly condemned the recent series of attacks in Kosovo, calling them an assault on the crucial process of democratic reforms and appealing for an immediate end to the violence.

“These heinous acts underline the urgency of ridding Kosovo of criminal and destructive influences and of establishing a democratic society fully based on rule of law and respect for human rights,” Mr. Ramcharan said in a statement. “The perpetrators of these crimes must not be allowed to undermine the peace process and the efforts to build a multi-ethnic society in Kosovo.”

An attack on Sunday evening left one Serb dead and four others injured, and two Serbian teenagers were shot dead and four others injured while swimming in a river earlier in August.

“The acting High Commissioner encourages the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo and the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government to continue their efforts to improve the security situation in Kosovo, in particular through strengthening local police and measures to fight organized crime,” the statement added.

* * *
Western Sahara

1 September – Reacting to the latest developments concerning Western Sahara, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the release by the Frente Polisario of 243 prisoners of war who were repatriated to Morocco by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

In a statement by his spokesman, the Secretary-General voiced hope that the Frente Polisario para la Liberación de Saguía el-Hamra y del Río de Oro would also release all remaining prisoners, as called for by various Security Council resolutions and international humanitarian law.

“He also urges the parties to continue to cooperate with the ICRC to resolve the fate of all those unaccounted for since the beginning of the conflict,” the spokesman said.

Bordered by Morocco, Mauritania and Algeria, Western Sahara was administered by Spain until 1976. The UN has been seeking a peace settlement since the withdrawal of Spain and the ensuing fight between Morocco, which had “reintegrated” the territory, and the Frente Polisario, which seeks self rule.

* * *

ILO

2 September – United States productivity accelerated in 2002, surpassing Europe and Japan in terms of annual output per worker for the first substantial period since World War II, and widening the productivity gap with the rest of the world, according to a new study by the United Nations labour agency.

In Key Indicators of the Labour Market (KILM), the International Labour Organization (ILO) notes that part of the difference in output per worker was due to the fact that Americans worked longer hours than their European counterparts.

Workers in the United States put in an average of 1,815 hours in 2002 compared to major European economies, where hours worked ranged from around 1,300 to 1,800. In Japan, hours worked dropped to about the same level as in the United States, it adds. 

The KILM findings show that growth in productivity per person worldwide accelerated from 1.5 per cent during the first half of the 1990s to 1.9 per cent in the second half. Most of this growth was concentrated in industrialized economies (the United States and some European Union countries), and some in Asia (China, India, Pakistan and Thailand). In Africa and Latin American economies, available data showed declines in total economy productivity growth since 1980. 

European and other industrialized countries, while achieving slightly lower productivity growth rates on average than the United States, have improved their “employment-to-population ratios,” which measure the proportion of people in the population who are working. While unemployment rates in the EU as a whole remained above those in the United States, many European countries were able to maintain or improve their ability to create jobs, while achieving moderate growth in productivity. The EU increased the employment-to-population ratio from 56.1 to 56.7 per cent between 1999 and 2002 while reducing unemployment, the KILM says. 

Although the employment-to-population ratio in the United States declined by 1.6, from 64.3 to 62.7 per cent, in the same period, overall it remained consistently higher than the EU.

KILM examines 20 key indicators of the labour market, including employment, unemployment, underemployment, hours worked, labour productivity, types of economic activity and how youth and women fare in the labour markets. For the first time, the KILM also examines agricultural productivity and notes that this sector remains the primary employer in many developing economies. The new analysis suggests that a rise in productivity and employment may be the only way to reduce poverty. 

“The overall global trends show that growth is not enough,” ILO Director-General Juan Somavia said. “We must make productivity growth and job creation key objectives and pursue policies that combine these objectives with decent work.” 

* * *

HIV/AIDS

2 September – A top United Nations envoy today called on ministers and senior government officials from 47 Asian nations not to ignore the threat of HIV/AIDS and its devastating impact on communities.

In Bangkok for the 59th annual meeting of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy on HIV/AIDS in Asia Nafis Sadik said “AIDS is no ordinary crisis. It must call forth an extraordinary response. We cannot continue to live in a make believe world.” 

Also speaking at the meeting being held from 1 to 4 September, UNESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su warned that even a low prevalence rate could translate into massive numbers of infections in the Asia-Pacific region as it has the largest population base in the world. 

Given the fact that over 50 per cent of new infections worldwide occur among young people there are an estimated 620 million young lives in the region especially vulnerable to HIV, he warned. Mr Kim Hak-Su highlighted the need for governments to initiate urgent and comprehensive action against the pandemic before it is too late. 

Another highlight was the launch of an HIV/AIDS advocacy kit entitled “To Care To Dare: Fight HIV/AIDS Save Lives” – designed to help governments combat the pandemic through a multi-sectoral approach.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

1 September – The senior United Nations health official today made an impassioned plea for urgent treatment for AIDS patients in Africa, where more than 30 million people are now HIV-positive.

Dr. Lee Jong-wook, Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), proposed a response strategy called “3 by 5” which aims to provide 3 million people living with AIDS with antiretroviral medicines by the end of 2005. 

African countries must be major partners in this effort, he said. “Overall success will require the commitment of civil society, United Nations agencies, the private sector and Member States.” 

In an address to WHO’s African Regional Committee, he also called for improved maternal care, stressing the need to ensure that women can give birth safely. “Protection during pregnancy, childbearing and motherhood forms the core of the health system,” he said.

In addition, Dr. Lee drew attention to the plight of the young, noting that 10 million children in low- and middle-income countries die every year before reaching the age of five, including 7 million who succumb to preventable and treatable conditions like pneumonia, diarrhoea, malaria, measles and malnutrition. He called malaria – which takes the lives of 3,000 children in Africa each day – a “titanic health problem.”

In a separate development, WHO today welcomed the consensus reached by Members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on access to medicines by countries with insufficient capacity for pharmaceutical production. The agency said the agreement would help the fight against AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 

“Given the urgency of the health needs in the poorest countries, the work to implement this agreement must proceed as quickly as possible,” WHO said, pledging to help qualifying countries achieve the full public health benefit from the lower prices.

* * *

Generic drugs

2 September – Calling for speedy implementation of a new agreement allowing countries without proper capacity for pharmaceutical production to import cheaper generic drugs, the United Nations health agency has pledged to work with interested states to realize the full public health advantages of the measures.

The agreement covers all medicines. Among the diseases that could be more effectively tackled as a result of this decision are AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.

“For the agreement to have the intended impact on public health, countries will need to review the full range of medicines required from multiple suppliers, including generic producers, when making purchasing decisions,” the World Health Organization (WHO) said of the accord reached on Saturday.

“WHO will work with the countries which could make use of the new arrangements to assist them to achieve the full public health benefit from the lower prices,” it added in a statement. “Given the urgency of the health needs in the poorest countries, the work to implement this agreement must proceed as quickly as possible. The full impact of the agreement will depend on how effectively it can be implemented in countries.”

Breaking a deadlock over intellectual property protection and public health, member governments of the World Trade Organization (WTO) agreed at a meeting in Geneva on legal changes to make it easier for poorer countries to import cheaper generics made under compulsory licensing if they are unable to manufacture them themselves.

The decision settled the one remaining piece of unfinished business on intellectual property and health, left over from the 2001 WTO Ministerial Conference in Doha, in preparation for WTO’s Fifth Ministerial Conference, scheduled for 10 to 14 September in Cancun, Mexico.

It waives countries’ obligations under a provision of WTO’s intellectual property agreement that production under compulsory licensing in cases of medical emergency must be predominantly for the domestic market. This effectively limited the ability of countries that cannot make pharmaceutical products from importing cheaper generics from countries where pharmaceuticals are patented.

In the decision, WTO member governments agreed that the waiver would last until the provision is amended.

* * *

SARS

2 September – The United Nations health agency today called for the urgent vaccination of people at high risk of contracting influenza, in part to prevent the disruption of health services and costly precautionary measures resulting from suspect cases of the potentially deadly Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

While the influenza vaccine does not provide protection from SARS, high vaccination coverage may reduce the number of pneumonia cases caused by influenza that might raise suspicions of SARS, the World Health Organization (WHO) said. 

Those in influenza high-risk groups include the elderly, people with weakened immune systems and those with underlying chronic diseases. WHO is also urging increased vaccination coverage in health care workers who have frequent contact with these vulnerable populations -- and who registered a large number of the SARS cases.

As well as curbing the disruption and costs caused by investigating suspect SARS cases, decreasing the number of pneumonia cases through influenza vaccination can also help in the early identification of a true SARS outbreak, should the disease recur, WHO added. Early detection is essential to keep the disease contained.

While the human chain of SARS transmission has been interrupted, many experts are concerned that it might be a seasonal disease and return in the next few months, about a year after it first appeared in China. A total of 8,422 SARS with 916 deaths were reported as of August, most of them in China. 

Influenza typically infects 10 to 20 percent of the total population during seasonal epidemics, resulting in between 3 and 5 million cases of severe illness and at least 250,000 to 500,000 deaths annually worldwide. The influenza vaccine is safe and effective, and while some vaccinated people may still contract mild influenza, it does protect from the most dangerous consequence of the disease, pneumonia.

As important as it is, the vaccine remains chronically under-used. An estimated 1 billion persons worldwide are at high risk of severe illness, but only 250 million are vaccinated each year, mainly in industrialized countries. Vaccination coverage of health workers is also low in most countries.

* * *

WFP: Rwanda

2 September – Warning that crop failures have left 45,000 people in Rwanda in dire need of food assistance, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is appealing for urgent contributions to prevent malnutrition among refugees and drought victims in the Central African country.

The agency is appealing for 6,200 tonnes of food worth $ 3.3 million to continue assisting more than 93,000 people in all until February 2004.

“If we don’t receive more donations soon, we’ll have to make some very hard choices,” WFP Country Director for Rwanda David Stevenson said. “Basically, we’ll be forced to reduce the amount of food we distribute per person by at least 30 percent from October onwards.”

Ration reductions will have a devastating impact on already vulnerable people.  Each person needs an intake of 2,100 kcal per day. A reduction to 1,600 kcal resulting from the cash crisis poses a serious threat to the health of refugees and drought victims, in particular children.

“We have to be aware that it takes at least three months before a contribution materializes into actual food for distribution,” Mr. Stevenson said. “It’s imperative to act now and prevent an already worrying situation from deteriorating any further.”

The number of children seeking treatment at nutrition centres in south-east Rwanda following crop failures in January and June has doubled since the beginning of the year.  In order to cope, families have begun selling their belongings and consumed seeds they would otherwise use for farming.

Refugees in the country are also totally reliant on WFP food aid for their survival.  Almost 32,000 people, mainly from the Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi, live in camps in Kibuye in the east, Byumba in the north, and Gikongoro in central Rwanda. Living without access to land or labour opportunities since 1999, their only resource is WFP-donated food.

* * *

Djibouti

2 September – The government in Djibouti has extended by two weeks the deadline for the departure of illegal immigrants from the East African country, where the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has been struggling to cope with thousands of people who thronged a transit centre in a last bid to apply for asylum and legalize their stay. 

Citing security and economic concerns, the government of Djibouti had given illegal immigrants up to 31 August to leave the country. An estimated 10,000 people, instead of the expected 4,000, turned up at a stadium in the Djibouti capital, Djibouti, where they had been asked to gather ahead of their transfer to a transit centre at Aour-Aoussa, some 120 kilometres away. 

“By Saturday, the stadium was teeming with illegal immigrants mixed with asylum seekers, the former anxious to find ways of legalizing their stay in Djibouti ahead of the 31 August deadline for their departure from Djibouti,” UNHCR spokesman Rupert Coleville said in Geneva today. 


The large turnout at the stadium on quickly outstripped the vehicle capacity arranged by UNHCR, forcing the government to provide additional trucks to transport the waiting crowds at the stadium to the transit centre.

“All activities at the transit centre were completely paralysed by the unruly mobs at the centre. Neither registration of genuine asylum seekers nor food distribution could be started over the weekend,” Mr. Coleville said.

Government officials have since deployed military personnel to man the perimeter of the transit centre and police to instil order inside the facility. 

UNHCR staff, working with Djibouti government officials, yesterday begun to separate the large crowds of people into three distinct groups: asylum seekers with or without attestations, Somalis from areas south of the Somali capital, Mogadishu and others who are likely to include villagers from the local community. 

* * *

Afghanistan

31 August – The senior United Nations envoy to Afghanistan this weekend hailed progress achieved by the country’s national army and called on all people to work for reconstruction in the war-ravaged land.

Addressing Saturday’s Opening Ceremony of the Afghan National Army Central Corps, Lakhdar Brahimi said that during a quarter of century of conflict and destruction, many Afghans had courageously defended their country. “Now, however, it is time for them to go back with dignity to civilian life and continue serving their country and their people through other means,” he said.

Mr. Brahimi said the ceremony was an indication that peace, security and stability had returned to Afghanistan. He added that soon, only members of the Afghan national army and police would be wearing a uniform or carrying guns.

“I think one of the most important symbols of a State is precisely the monopoly it has to exercise and use force when necessary through its national police and army,” he observed. “Nobody else in the State is allowed to go around with a gun, let alone use that gun against the people of the country.”

* * *
Tobacco Control

2 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has issued a ban on smoking in any of the United Nations premises at the Headquarters in New York, in a bid to eliminate the risks associated with second-hand smoke.

In a bulletin to staff, Mr. Annan says the ban, which took effect yesterday, applies to all buildings and grounds, with the exception of the outdoor area on the public plaza at the visitor’s entrance.

The ban is consistent with the tobacco control principles developed by the UN World Health Organization (WHO). Local law also prohibits smoking in all offices and indoor public places in New York.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                      AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Secretary-General’s Spokesman

           Hello.  I think we have guests from Macalester College.  Why does that name sound familiar to me?

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of the Democratic Republic of the

     Congo:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the smooth transfer of security responsibilities from the Interim Emergency

     Multinational Force, or IEMF, to MONUC’s Ituri Brigade in Bunia on 1 September.  The Secretary-General expresses

     his appreciation to the European Union and to all the States that have contributed troops to the IEMF, in particular the

     Framework Nation, France.  The Secretary-General is confident that the MONUC force on the ground, already totalling

     over 2,500, is prepared to implement its mandate, and his intention is that MONUC will maintain the momentum of its

     further deployment to the region and of the peace process facilitated by the presence of the EU-led IEMF.  The

     Secretary-General reminds all the key players in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and in the neighbouring

     States, of their responsibility to stay the course of peace and reconciliation, and to cooperate fully with the United

     Nations.”

           **Myanmar

           In a press release today, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation in

     Myanmar, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, says that he’s deeply disturbed by reports that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is on a

     hunger strike.  Although restrictions on information make it impossible to confirm this news, the Special Rapporteur

     remains gravely concerned by the continued detention of Aung San Suu Kyi at an undisclosed location, and he

     reiterates his earlier appeals to the Government of Myanmar to release her immediately and unconditionally.  We have

     copies of that press release in my office.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council President for the month of September, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United

     Kingdom, is holding bilateral consultations with other members of the Council on the programme of work for the

     month.  The Council President is scheduled to brief you on that programme here in this room tomorrow following

     consultations.  The Presidency is aiming for that briefing to take place around 12:30 p.m.

           **Refugees

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that applications for asylum in

     industrialized countries continued to fall in the last quarter and noted the most dramatic decrease was in the numbers

     of Iraqi asylum seekers.  The most significant quarterly decreases were recorded in the United Kingdom, which was

     down 34 per cent; Spain and Ireland, both down 31 per cent; Germany down 24 per cent; and Sweden down 22 per

     cent.  Elsewhere, Canada dropped by 21 per cent and the US by 7 per cent.  Central Europe was the only region to

     show an increase, and that was of 27 per cent.  The biggest increases in this region were in the Czech Republic and

     Slovakia.

           Among the countries of origin, the most dramatic decrease was in the numbers of Iraqis seeking asylum,

     down 43 per cent compared to the first quarter.  And the sharpest increase in asylum applications was among

     Russians, who rose 54 per cent to become the largest group overall during the second quarter.  You can read more

     about the latest statistics on the UNHCR Web site.

           **Kosovo

           In a statement issued yesterday, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Harri Holkeri,

     strongly condemned the attack in a village in the Gjilane region in which one Kosovo Serb was killed and four others

     injured on Sunday evening.  “This is a deplorable act and stains Kosovo’s image in the world”, he said.  Meanwhile

     from Geneva today, the acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, also strongly condemned

     the recent series of attacks throughout Kosovo and appealed for an immediate end to the violence.  Sunday’s attack

     underlines the urgency of ridding Kosovo of criminal and destructive influences and of establishing a democratic

     society fully based on the rule of law and respect for human rights.  The full texts of those statements are available

     upstairs.

           **Sudan

           The number of Sudanese refugees fleeing to eastern Chad since April of this year has now reached some

     65,000, according to UNHCR.  The refugees, many of them in poor health, are fleeing fighting in the Darfur region of

     western Sudan.  A truce between the Khartoum Government and southern rebels of the Sudan People’s Liberation

     Movement/Army (SPLM/A) has largely held while peace talks continue in Kenya.  UNHCR says this leaves the war in

     Darfur as Sudan’s main battlefront.

           **Western Sahara

           The Secretary-General, in a statement released Monday, welcomed the release of 243 prisoners of war

     repatriated by the Frente Polisario to Morocco by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).  The

     Secretary-General also expressed the hope that the Frente Polisario will release all remaining prisoners, in

     accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions and in compliance with international humanitarian law.  He

     also urged the parties to continue to cooperate with the ICRC to resolve the fate of all those unaccounted for since the

     beginning of the conflict.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The UN mission in Côte d’Ivoire says that the transitional Government of that country has formally asked the

     United Nations for assistance during general elections due in 2005.  The mission says that Prime Minister Seydou

     Diarra made the request in a letter addressed to the Secretary-General.  You can read more about this in a press

     release issued by the mission, if you can read French.

           **Headquarters Smoking Ban

           In a bulletin to staff issued last Friday, the Secretary-General announced that from 1 September, no smoking

     shall be permitted in any of the UN premises at Headquarters.  He says that the ban is for the purpose of eliminating

     the risks associated with second-hand smoke and is consistent with the principles developed by the World Health

     Organization (WHO) on tobacco control, as well as applicable local laws.

           **HIV/AIDS

           The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on HIV/AIDS in Asia, Dr. Nafis Sadik, during the annual meeting of the

     United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) in Bangkok, today called on

     ministers and senior officials from 47 Asian nations not to ignore the threat of HIV/AIDS and its devastating impact. 

     According to Dr. Sadik, AIDS is no ordinary crisis and it must call forth an extraordinary response.  “We cannot

     continue to live in a make believe world”, she said.  In other news, the Director-General of the World Health

     Organization, Jong-Wook Lee, yesterday at the annual meeting of the WHO African Regional Committee called for

     urgent treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS in Africa, and stressed the need to ensure that women can give birth

     safely.  We have press releases on those two items upstairs.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Do you have any updates on consultations the Secretary-General may be holding with Americans

     or others in the Security Council about the next step in Iraq.  That’s one.  Second, in light of reports that some UN

     staff in Iraq had actually expressed the desire to leave Iraq even prior to the bombing, how does that tally with the UN

     position that it’s not going anywhere, that it will stay in Iraq?

           Spokesman:  On the first question, I have no information to give you concerning any conversations he’s had. 

     And frankly, I’m not aware of any today.  It’s primarily internal consultations with his own staff.  You probably saw that

     we announced an addition to his programme this afternoon at four o’clock to discuss Iraq.

           On your second question, we are committed to continuing our work in Iraq.  What we’re trying to do is

     reconcile that commitment with our obligation to provide maximum security for our staff.  So it’s for this reason that we

     announced on Friday, I believe it was, that we were moving a substantial number of our international staff to

     neighbouring countries while we sorted out the best and most secure way to provide living and work space for them in

     Iraq.  We’re continuing our core humanitarian activities, relying very heavily on our local Iraqi staff.  We’ve also been

     taking measures to improve their security in Iraq.  So, I’m not aware that some members asked to be repatriated

     before the bombing attack.  I did report to you that after the attack, there were only two staff who asked to leave

     voluntarily, but we have now required a large number of staff to relocate until we can sort out the security arrangements

     for them.

           Question:  What are the numbers on the international staff being moved out?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have them with me.  I’ll see if I can get them for you later.

           Question:  The UN Staff Union asked the Secretary-General to hold an independent investigation of the

     bombing of the UN headquarters.  Has there been any response to that?

           Spokesman:  Not that I’m aware, but, of course, we would carry out an investigation in any case, where our

     staff had been harmed.  We would carry out our own investigation as a matter of course.

           Question:  Obviously.  But they specifically requested a non-UN investigation.

           Spokesman:  By independent they mean non-UN?  I’m not aware there’s been any reply to that letter.  I’ll have

     to check for you.

           (At the end of the briefing the Spokesman added the following)

           Catherine Bertini, the Under-Secretary-General for Management, sent an e-mail to all staff today on the

     subject of security in Iraq.  And she does say that in addition to the immediate security assessment undertaken by

     the UN Security Coordinator, an independent inquiry will be conducted to investigate our security arrangements in the

     run-up to the bombing.

           Question:  Can we have a copy of that?

           Spokesman:  I’m not sure it’s a public document, but every staff member got it as an e-mail this morning so

     you probably won’t have much difficulty getting it.

           Question:  What’s the status of the UN investigation into what happened and also, can you update us on what

     Mr. Tun Myat, the Security Coordinator, is doing in Iraq?  Has he left already?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know the status of the current investigation.  Yes, he is back in New York.  He briefed the

     Deputy Secretary-General’s steering group on Iraq this morning and he will be attending the Secretary-General’s

     meeting at four o’clock this afternoon.  As far as his report on security, I think he expects to complete it in the next

     couple of days.

           Question:  Will that report be made public?

           Spokesman:  I doubt it, but I’ll check for you.

           Question:  What’s the UN doing on the ground in terms of publicity for the Organization itself to separate itself

     from the concept that it is perhaps part of the Coalition, to try and protect it, and sort of have its own identity, because

     the messages that were passing on the ground were that the UN and the Coalition were one and the same and that

     perhaps there was a need for the United Nations to stand on its own and not be identified and perhaps targeted as one

     and the same?

           Spokesman:  I think Sergio Vieira de Mello made that clear on every occasion and before the explosion we

     had a nascent information programme getting under way, and at least one of the persons working on that programme

     was among the victims, so I think at the moment we’re probably rethinking the information campaign.  I don’t know

     what might exist from the original information effort.  You’d probably have to ask Baghdad that.  But normally, in every

     mission we have, we have an information component that explains the mandate so that the local people clearly

     understand why it is we’re there.  Because it’s very easy to get a distorted sense of what the UN’s responsibilities are.

           Question:  Moving the staff to neighbouring countries, how much does that affect the mission?

           Spokesman:  We’re trying to minimize the amount of the disruption by allowing the people who can as easily

     do their work outside the country as in Iraq, to continue their work.  Administrators, for example.  And I’ve already

     mentioned we’re counting on our local staff to carry a lot of the burden as far as the humanitarian work is concerned. 

     So we cannot as efficiently do our work with more than half our international staff out of the country.  But we’re doing

     our best.

           Question:  After the bombing in Najaf, there are an increasing number of people speculating about religious

     civil war in Iraq.  Do you think that might jolt the United Nations in any specific direction?

           Spokesman:  I don’t want to speculate on how things could go wrong in Iraq.  We’re hoping things will go right

     in Iraq.

           Question:  What are the chances of our getting to talk to Tun Myat?

           Spokesman:  We did raise that question.  We didn’t get a definitive answer.  But we did ask and we’ll let you

     know as soon as we get an answer.

           Question:  In terms of security in Iraq, what do we expect from the Coalition?  I read in the New York Post this

     morning that the UN had refused security before the bombing.  Can you try to explain to us?

           Spokesman:  We’ve already addressed that, starting the week before last.  We were never able to confirm that

     on any occasion the UN refused an offer of security.  We did say that we did not want to live in an armed camp and we

     are currently reassessing security since we became vulnerable to this violent attack.  But the responsibility for peace

     and security in Iraq is, of course, under international law, with the Coalition forces.

           Question:  How do you address this story, where they’re talking about the UN’s arrogance?

           Spokesman:  I haven’t seen anything about arrogance.  And we are working with the Coalition.  At the time of

     the explosion, the Coalition forces were erecting a 12-foot concrete wall in response to the increased security threat

     that they perceived and we acknowledged and we agreed to do something about.  It was not enough to prevent the

     damage from this bomb attack, however.

           Question:  On another topic, to clarify the smoking ban, does that pertain to staff only?  Or are diplomats and

     other miscreants running around the building covered?

           Spokesman:  We would hope that all would comply with the Secretary-General’s announced new policy.  If it

     comes to staff and they break the rules, they are subject to disciplinary action.  I’m not sure we have the right to

     discipline diplomats but we count on their cooperation.

           Question:  Has security been involved, have they been told to enforce the ban or verbally admonish people who

     are smoking?  Are they part of this?  Because they are reluctant at times to step in, and I know they have a lot of

     other things to think about.

           Spokesman:  I assume that now that this is a formally articulated policy, that security would do everything

     they could to enforce it.  Again, with staff rather than diplomats.

           Question:  And why did this come now, after so many years?  Is it because of what New York is doing? 

     WHO’s been on board for years saying smoking should be outlawed.

           Spokesman:  It was pressure from you that mainly brought this about.  [Laughter.]

           Question:  Concerning Iraq, there’s an appeal by Member States to join the United States on security.  Is that

     under the flag of the United Nations or in cooperation with it, or otherwise?

           Spokesman:  We’ve been saying for some time that that’s an idea that’s being discussed now among Member

     States, primarily in capitals.

           Question:  Chalabi, who’s the new Chair of the Group of 25 in Iraq, has been charged in absentia to 22 years

     of hard labour by a Jordanian court.  Were they using the announcement of Chalabi as head of the 25 at the time

     because the UN was at that point inoperative?  I’m sure that having a criminal as Chair is not very welcome to the

     United Nations.

           Spokesman:  I don’t think that’s a question you should put to me.

           Briefing by the Spokesperson for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.  Today there is a Meeting of States Parties of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, and

     the Committee on Host Country Relations will meet, tomorrow afternoon in ECOSOC.

           On Thursday, 4 September, President Kavan will co-chair an interactive discussion on the role of civil society

     in conflict prevention.  This discussion will be co-chaired by the President and Assistant Secretary-General for Political

     Affairs, Mr. Danilo Türk.  It will take place in Trusteeship from 10 to one on Thursday.  UN accredited media are invited

     to attend.

           As I mentioned on Friday, the goals of this meeting are to explore how best to link the work of civil society in

     preventing armed conflict with the work of governments and the UN in this area, and to update Member States about

     the ongoing preparatory work towards a major international conference devoted to the role of civil society in conflict

     prevention, which is planned to take place at UN Headquarters in 2005.

           And on Monday, 8 September, President Kavan will address the opening session of the fifty-sixth annual

     DPI/NGO Conference, on the theme “Human Security and Dignity:  Fulfilling the Promise of the United Nations”.  And

     from Monday through Wednesday of next week, the Committee on Conferences will hold its substantive session.

           I’d like to draw your attention to two documents that may help you with future planning.  One is a press

     release on tentative schedule of meetings of UN bodies in September, this Press Release ORG/1393, which I’ll make

     available upstairs at the documents counter.  And also a GA document that gives the opening dates of forthcoming

     regular sessions of the GA and the dates of the general debates from now until the sixty-third session in 2008.  So I’ll

     put this at the documents counter on the 3rd floor.  Any questions?

           Question:  Do you know who’s representing Iraq in the General Assembly?

           Spokesperson:  I have no information on that.




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Desertification" ��Africa News -  Summit Right Step to Put a Stop to Desertification�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��The Independent (Bangladesh) - Clean environment needed�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Resources" ��PANAPress - Kibaki encourages protection of biological resources (Unable to download)


�The People Daily - Biological and natural resoruces are the backbone of development


(Mwai Kibaki)
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