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Deutsche Welle 

No "Green" Medals for Athens
 Greece promised to make Athens 2004 the greenest Olympics ever, but environmental groups have already given the Athens Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) failing grades when it comes to protecting nature.
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Athens won't be winning any green medals for its performance at the Olympics, according to the non-governmental organization (NGO) Greenpeace. Its report called "How Green are the Games" states that "green energy is the most striking failure for the Athens Olympics." 

"For a country that markets itself as a country of endless sunshine, solar energy for the Games shouldn't be so difficult. But green energy at the Games is close to zero," the Greenpeace report said, adding that Athens represents a step backwards from Sydney 2000, where the solar powered Olympic Village became the world's largest solar suburb. It was later sold as public housing. 

"Utilization of solar energy in construction and maintenance, PVC phase out, development of car-free zones and saving of heritage sites from construction perils were key take homes from the Sydney Olympics. But no attempt was made by ATHOC to understand or learn from experiences at Sydney," said Shailendra Yashwant, international campaigns director at Greenpeace. 

The World Wildlife Fund was equally critical in the run-up to the Games, issuing a scorecard that failed Athens organizers in almost every category. 

"Greece must now move forward and look at what can be done to reverse the environmental impacts the day after the Games," said Demetres Karavellas, the WWF's director in Greece. 

Wetlands protection 

One of the most controversial issues is the development of the Schinias wetland and coastal forest into a venue to host the rowing and canoeing competitions. Environmental NGO's argues that the Schinias wetland is one of the few left in the region, and should be protected. 

The WWF accused the International Olympic Committee (IOC) of indifference, saying it failed to hold ATHOC to its environmental promises. Even the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) lamented that environmental promises for the Athens Olympics had "fallen short." 

The IOC has insisted that respect for the environment was a priority in preparing for the Games. 

"We've worked closely with the Athens Organizing Committee to ensure environmental protection measures were considered right from the start," said IOC spokeswoman Giselle Davies. 

Environment-friendly features 

ATHOC has said that while it pressed contractors to include environmentally friendly features in all the sports venues, it could not force them to do so. ATHOC also pointed to its green successes, which include measures such as creating more public transportation, planting a million large bushes and almost 300,000 trees, placing recycling bins at venues, and using organic pesticide against mosquitoes. 

UNEP is working with ATHOC on a series of public awareness activities such as an anti-littering campaign, so that at least visitors at the Games will be reminded of the need to protect the environment. 

"Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek civilization," said UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Töpfer. "In those early Games, victors were crowned with an olive wreath. The olive wreath remains an Olympic symbol to this day, a reminder of the precious link between humankind and the natural environment that we must learn to better preserve and cherish." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail & Guardian

New plan to rid Africa of obsolete pesticides
A special initiative to rid Africa of vast stockpiles of poisonous, obsolete chemical pesticides posing serious health risks has been launched by the multi-partnered African Stockpiles Programme (ASP). 

The redundant pesticides stored and kept in many African countries contribute to land and water degradation and pose a serious danger to man and beast.

ASP plans to get rid of an estimated 50 000 tons of toxic pesticides and associated waste, as well as tens of thousands of tons of contaminated soil that have accumulated over periods as long as 40 years.

"One can compare the pesticides with unexploded ordnance or landmines -- they need to be removed urgently," said Saliem Fakir, director of the World Conservation Union South Africa.

Fakir said there has been a long history of importation of pesticides and chemicals in various industries on the continent, notably in the agriculture and mining sectors.

It is envisaged that the ASP could act as a "catalyst" for African countries in addressing shortcomings found in developing countries, which lack resources in addressing challenges such as stringent import controls, proper storage and stock management, as well as legislation and enforcement.

Fakir said some of the chemicals find their way into Africa as a result of poor legislation, with no real international agreement governing the conduct of government and multinationals importing the material.

"But, the real motivations have also to do with possible liabilities against governments and companies like we have seen for asbestos -- so self-interest has also sparked commitment," said Fakir.

Total cost of $250-million
According to a New Partnership for Africa's Development (Nepad) document mentioning the ASP, funds used for management and disposal will reduce the public health impacts that "disproportionately" affect the poor.

"Such dedicated funds -- the total cost of the ASP is estimated at $250-million [about R1,6-billion] over 12 to 15 years -- would also facilitate the capacity-building that would prevent recurrence of the current stockpiles situation," reads the Nepad document.

Fakir said the ASP will probably concentrate funding and resources on those African countries that lack the necessary capacity. South Africa is likely to play a leading role in the Southern African Development Community region because it has the necessary technical expertise, strong environmental legislation and existing protocols.

According to Les Hillowitz, CropLife area coordinator for East and Southern Africa, the pesticide industry is especially concerned with the category of organochlorine pesticides.

"The stockpiles include some extremely toxic pesticides. Many of these chemicals and their containers are in poor condition and threaten local and regional environments through the contamination of soil, water and air. The dangers worsen with time as packaging materials deteriorate," he said.

Hillowitz said pesticides may also have been donated as aid for control of migratory pests such as locusts, and became unstable after exceeding their shelf life when the pest failed to appear for many years.

"Other stocks may become unusable because the use was banned while stocks were held in storage," he said.

Hillowitz said due to the potential toxicity of pesticides, their production, trade, and use are highly regulated and managed by many industrialised nations.

Storage is major challenge
According to Prof Gerhard Verdoorn, an independent ASP adjudicator, one of the major challenges that need to be addressed relates to the storage of collected chemicals.

"There is no site in Africa which one could trust to dispose of these chemicals and they will have to be exported. There is not a single industrial incinerator that meets United Nations guidelines," said Verdoorn.

Describing a recent inventory during a clean-up operation near Johannesburg, Verdoorn said "every single bottle from 50ml to 10-ton containers" needed to be checked, collected and packaged in steel drums according to international standards, before being exported.

He said experts are thin on the ground, but ongoing efforts are being made to ensure that sufficient personnel are trained to help with the clean-up processes in various countries.

Verdoorn said another challenge is getting governments to take a more active role, particularly because they are the main implementing agencies.

"They need to take the bull by the horns. It's no use cleaning up chemicals while large stocks remain stored in various government departments. They need to participate in the programme," he said.

Because of the enormity of the problem, a progressive, multiphase programme will be implemented with initial countries expected to carry out the entire programme. 

These countries include South Africa, Mali, Ethiopia, Morocco, Tunisia and Tanzania.

Partial preparatory and prevention programmes are expected to be undertaken by Nigeria, Côte d'Ivoire, Cameroon, Niger, Namibia, Botswana, Swaziland and Mozambique, according to the Nepad document. -- [image: image3.png]



__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Papua New Guinea Post

Harmful chemicals to be phased out
CHEMICALS affecting the ozone layer that are being used in Papua New Guinea will be phased out by 2010, the Department of Environment and Conservation has said. 
Ozone unit officer Bernard Siruman said such chemicals include methylbromid, which is used for quarantine and preshipment fumigation purposes and chemicals used as pesticides and refrigerants, which contain chloroflurocarbons (CFC).
The ozone forms a protective layer in the upper atmosphere against harmful ultra violent radiation from the sun.
“These chemicals destroy the ozone layers and depletes it, which can result in skin cancer and other problems,” Mr Siruman said. Speaking at a half-day workshop held by the department for the media, Mr Siruman said all chemicals containing CFC will be phased out by the year 2008 while methlybromid is scheduled to be phased out in 2010.
The department, with the assistance of German Technical Aids (GTZ), is working on a plan to ban the products in the country under a terminal phase out management plan (TPMP).
He said since industries had not come up with an alternative for methylbromid, it would continue to be used for quarantine duties until an alternative ozone layer-friendly chemical is produced to take its place. The TPMP comes as part of PNG’s affiliation to the United Nations Environment Program’s Montreal Protocol, the key obligations for which is to phase out the consumption of CFCs and other harmful gases by the agreed dates. 
“PNG has scheduled itself to phase out CFCs by 2008 which is two years ahead of the international agreement of 2010. We are doing quite well and believe that we will phase out on the scheduled year,” Mr Siruman said.
He said there were other alternatives they are considering for use once CFCs and the other chemicals are completely banned from the country

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Eco Terra

Major temperature rise recorded in Arctic
From: http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200408/s1187058.htm
August 28, 2004

German scientists probing global warming say they have detected a major temperature rise in the Arctic Ocean this year and linked it to a progressive shrinking of the region's sea ice.

Temperatures recorded this year in the upper 500 metres of sea in the Fram Strait - the gap between Greenland and the Norwegian island of Spitsbergen - were up to 0.6 C higher than in 2003, they said. The rise was detectable to a water depth of 2,000 metres, "representing an exceptionally strong signal by ocean standards," it said.

The experts, from the Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research in Bremerhaven, have been recording temperatures aboard a specialised vessel, Polarstern (Pole Star), for the past six weeks. The sampling has been taking place in the West Spitsbergen Current, which carries warm water from the Atlantic into the Arctic Ocean.

The institute said water in the Fram Strait has been warming steadily since 1990 and over the past three years, satellite images had documented "a clear recession" of sea ice edges, both in the strait and the Barents Sea. The latest data "point towards a further warming tendency," the institute said.

In June, a UN organisation announced that American scientists had detected an "alarmingly rapid growth" this year in airborne concentrations of carbon dioxide (CO2), the fossil-fuel pollutant blamed for global warming. CO2 levels recorded in March 2004 at Hawaii measured 379 parts per million (ppm), an increase of three ppm over the previous year. By comparison, there had been an annual increase of only 1.8 ppm over the past decade.

Atmospheric concentrations of CO2 before the Industrial Revolution were 280 ppm.

The June announcement was made at a conference on renewable energies in Bonn by Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) - the United Nations' paramount environment accord. CO2 is the most important of the six "greenhouse" gases blamed for driving changes to the world's delicate climate system.

These gases hang like an invisible shroud in the atmosphere, trapping the sun's heat and inflicting what many scientists predict will be serious changes to icecaps, glaciers and weather patterns.

In the earth's distant past, climate change has occurred naturally, by emissions of CO2 disgorged by volcanoes and other phenomena.

But the overwhelming majority of climate experts say CO2 levels are rising fast today because of the unbridled burning of oil, gas and coal. Opinions differ, though, as to how fast the effects will occur and how bad they will be.

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Soya boom threat to South America 
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The spiralling foreign demand for soya beans could mean the loss of millions of hectares of forest and savannah in South America, conservationists warn. 
WWF, the global conservation group, says nearly 22 million hectares (54m acres) could be destroyed by 2020. 

But WWF says much of this land could be spared if soya farmers could agree to share their land with cattle ranchers. 

It says the demand for soya exports, used mainly in animal feed, is expected to more than double within 20 years. 

Gone beyond recall 
A WWF report, Managing The Soy Boom: Two Scenarios Of Soy Production Expansion In South America, says the area cultivated for soya in countries like Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, and Paraguay has more than doubled since 1994. 

It says soya plantations contributed to the near disappearance of the Atlantic Forest in southern Brazil and eastern Paraguay. 

The report says millions of hectares of Argentine's Chaco and Brazil's Cerrado - the world's most diverse savannah, home to animals found only in South America, like the anteater, jaguar and maned wolf - have also been converted into soya plantations. 

Onwards and upwards 
WWF says demand from the European Union and China for soya beans to feed cattle, pigs and chickens is stimulating the export trade. 

The demand, it believes, is expected to increase by 60% in the next 20 years, imperilling a further 16m ha (40m acres) of savannah and 6m ha (15m acres) of tropical forests in the region. 

But WWF says this could be reduced to an estimated 3.7m ha (9m acres) if soya producers leased pasture land from cattle ranchers and integrated their crops with cattle ranching in rotation. 

Squaring the circle 
It says field tests it has funded have shown rotation means improved soils, higher yields and increased stock density. 

"The study shows that it is possible to achieve higher production of soya without destroying nature," said Matthias Diemer, head of WWF's Forest Conversion Initiative. 

	
	SOYA'S SPREADING FOOTPRINT 

Soya accounts for about 70% of oil meals used in animal feed in Europe 

Imports of Brazilian soya to the15 older European Union members require a cultivated area about the size of Ireland 

Soya expansion threatens an area the size of Britain by 2020 


"The development of more intensive and efficient land use along existing roads and near important population centres will reduce the need to clear virgin habitats." 

But for this to work, WWF says, soya producers, investors, buyers, and regulators will have to support more sustainable practices, including encouraging the effective enforcement of environmental and land use regulations. 

It says it is also urgent to adopt sourcing criteria and develop producer guidelines. In Switzerland the Coop supermarket chain and WWF are now establishing criteria for sustainable soya bean production. 

Matthias Diemer said: "WWF will look for other companies to follow. As soya is one of the most sought-after crops in the world, it is crucial that consumers can eventually buy a product that does not contribute to the destruction of South America's natural wealth." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

China Daily

UN project to better living environment
By Xie Chuanjiao (China Daily)
Updated: 2004-09-03 01:46
Starting this year, the United Nations Human Settlements Programme will launch projects in China to help upgrade safe drinking water and urban sanitation programmes for the country, according to senior UN officials. 

UN Under Secretary-General Anna Tibaijuka, who is the executive director of the programme, made the announcement during the ongoing First China Weihai International Habitat Festival which started on Wednesday, in Weihai of East China's Shandong Province. 

Tibaijuka said the programme has started city water supply projects in both Asia and Africa. 

To meet the goals for water and sanitation in Asia, it is estimated that an additional 675 million people in Asian cities will have to be provided access to adequate sanitation, and 619 million must have access to safe water. 

The Millennium Development Goals pledged to help at least half of those people have safe water to drink by 2015. 

To date, the UN programme has acquired US$500 million in Asian Development Bank (ADB) loans for water and sanitation projects in cities across Asia over the next five years. 

Additional funds for Water for Asian Cities has also been made available by the Netherlands, she said. 

The Weihai event is the first such festival globally highlighting the improvement of the human living environment. With the theme of habitat, environment and development, the event included China habitat exhibitions, and an international forum on habitat development and an international real estate show. 

According to Tibaijuka, Xiamen in East China's Fujian Province was awarded the UN Habitat Scroll of Honor in 2004 and Tangshan in North China's Hebei province won the Dubai International Award for the Best Practices to Improve Living Conditions. 

Last October Weihai grabbed the UN Habitat Scroll of Honour Award, and since 1990, China has obtained 11 Scroll of Honour Awards and five Dubai International Award for the Best Practices to Improve Living Conditions. 

Tibaijuka said China had made many achievements in improving people's living environment, and China's success in achieving a sustainable urbanization course could be a good example for other developing countries. 

"Like many other countries in the world, China has to face various challenges brought by fast-paced economic and social development, including urban expansion, pollution deterioration, water shortages and a wide gap between the rich and the poor," said Tibaijuka. 

"The urbanization course demands a biological and livable environment." 

Liu Zhifeng, China's vice-minister of Construction, said that China has entered an all-round habitat comprehensive treatment stage. 

To date, the country has made various achievements in the protection of historical cultural sites and cities, old city area renovation and economically affordable housing for low-income families. 

Statistics show that China's urbanization rate has reached 40.5 per cent, with a population of 523 million. 

The average urban living area per capita reached 23.7 square metres, and 27.2 in rural areas. 

The minister said the country is also trying to balance harmonious co-existence of urban and rural development, economic and social development, between humans and nature. 

Meanwhile, China will strengthen international co-operation and exchanges in habitat improvement, and contribute to global sustainable urbanization.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 03 September 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

DPR Korea: First-Ever Un Environmental Study Documents Pollution, Degradation 
Scoop.co.nz (press release) - New Zealand, 2 September 2004 - Forests in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) have declined, rivers and city air have become more polluted and major crop yields have fallen dramatically due to land degradation and natural disasters, according to the first-ever United Nations environmental study of the country, released today. 
…The new study by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) calls for stronger environmental laws, better environmental management, targeted financial investment, and improved statistics to support policy making.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0409/S00039.htm 

UNEP Releases First Environmental Report For North Korea, Outlines Potential Projects
A BNA Monitoring Service, International Environment Daily, By Jonathan Hopfner-BANGKOK--The United Nations Environment Program Aug. 27 released its first state of the environment report on North Korea in a move that UNEP officials said would help boost the government's environmental monitoring and assessment capabilities and highlight to the donor community priority areas in need of investment. 

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea: State of the Environment Report 2003, produced by UNEP, the U.N. Development Program, and over 20 North Korean state and academic agencies, warns that rising consumption and industrialization are taking a severe toll on the quality of North Korea's air, water, and forests. 

The report singles out the degradation of forests as one of the most pressing environmental issues the country faces, noting that the quality and scale of the country's 8.2 million hectares of forest cover has "decreased rapidly" in recent years due to drought, rising firewood consumption, and land conversion. 

Water, Air Quality


It also states that the discharge of "huge quantities" of untreated industrial and domestic waste into North Korean waterways has resulted in the "critical" pollution of some of the country's most important water sources, including the Taedong River, which flows through the center of the capital, Pyongyang. 

The impacts of industrialization are also evident in deteriorating air quality, mainly due to North Korea's dependence on coal to meet its energy needs, the report says. 

The country's reliance on coal has created "serious urban air pollution problems" that the report anticipates will grow worse. It predicts that energy demand will double from just under 48 million metric tons of oil equivalent in 1990 to 96 million metric tons by 2020, and that coal consumption will increase five-fold over the next 15 years, emphasizing the "urgent need for clean coal combustion and exhaust gas purification technologies, energy efficiency, and renewable energy alternatives." 

North Korea is also grappling with land degradation brought on by natural disasters and the overuse of chemical fertilizers, while population growth and the overuse of resources is threatening the country's rich biodiversity, the report says. 

However, the report also notes progress in several key areas including the government's accession to the Convention on Biological Diversity and adoption of laws on forestry, fisheries, water resources, and marine pollution. 

Project Recommendations

UNEP signed an agreement Aug. 26 with the North Korean government on a project that will use information technology to improve qualitative environmental assessment and monitoring, the agency said in a statement. 

The state of the environment report proposes 16 projects to address the country's environmental governance gap, including the establishment of a pollution monitoring system for the Taedong River, a pilot initiative for municipal wastewater treatment, and a survey of soil contamination from municipal waste fertilizing. 

In a statement, UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer called for further international support for North Korean environmental initiatives. 

"[North Korea] has shown its willingness to engage with the global community to safeguard its environmental resources, and we must respond so it can meet development goals in a sustainable manner," he said. 

UNEP regional spokesman Tim Higham told BNA Aug. 30 that the projects outlined in the report were intended to "give the donor community a sense of where [North Korea's] needs are," and could be funded through "different mechanisms" such as the Global Environment Facility. 

The report is available at http://www.unep.org/PDF/DPRK_SOE_Report.pdf on the World Wide Web.
*************************************


UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –2 September 2004
General Environment News

Environmental damage to be counted in GDP
China Daily 2004-09-02
An experimental framework for calculating green GDP in China has been set up, Vice-Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration Pan Yue said yesterday. The pilot system will be implemented in some regions as soon as possible, he said. ...By December, the administration may release calculations on the cost of pollution between 1998 and 2003, Pan said. Meanwhile, six provinces will be selected as pilot regions to adopt a green GDP. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-09/02/content_370863.htm
China to increase nuclear power in energy structure

Xinhuanet 2004-09-01

A Chinese top official in atomic energy said here Wednesday that, as an important shift in the country's energy development strategy, China is taking steps to increase the proportion of nuclear power in its overall energy supply. "Nuclear power is going to be an important pillar in the electricity-mix" in coastal areas where power demand is high, said Zhang Huazhu, Vice Minister in charge of the Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense, here at a press conference. …Zhang pledged that with the promising prospect for the uses of nuclear energy in the country, China is willing to cooperate with other countries and international organizations in this field based on equality and mutual benefit in the peaceful use of nuclear power. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/01/content_1933454.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________ Prepared by News Services Section
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN envoy says Sudan has failed to disarm militias and stop attacks in Darfur

*
Sudan: Government, Darfur rebel groups agree to protocol on humanitarian situation

*
New UN appeal for freeing Russian school hostages  

*
Guatemala: UN calls for investigation into squatter violence

*
UN gives ex-combatants in Liberia two more months to complete disarming

*
Burundi: UN envoy welcomes establishment of electoral commission

*
UN appeals for emergency aid to help Somalis suffering from prolonged drought

*
Millionth Afghan refugee returns home from Iran in landmark for UN 

*
Afghanistan and UN appeal for $71 million to combat drought

*
UN again seeks urgent global aid to forestall potential African locust plague 

*
UN war crimes tribunal imposes defence lawyers on Miloševic to reduce delays

*
Rwanda women ex-combatants want role in African peacekeeping forces

*
Iran and Libya figure high on agenda of upcoming UN atomic agency meeting

*
UN forum aims to boost eating fruit, vegetables in bid to avert millions of deaths

*
UN and Brazil join forces to boost poor nations’ technical ability to fight AIDS

* * * *

Sudan

2 September – The Sudanese Government has not disarmed the notorious Janjaweed militias nor stopped their brutal attacks against civilians in the war-torn Darfur region, the senior UN envoy to Sudan told the Security Council today in a meeting assessing what steps Khartoum has taken to restore security to Darfur.

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, called for the mission of African Union (AU) monitors in Darfur to be expanded in size and mandate to better protect the region’s vast population of internally displaced persons (IDPs).

He praised Khartoum for making some progress since the Security Council imposed a 30-day deadline on 30 July, citing the end of Government military attacks in areas with high numbers of IDPs, the deployment of extra police, the removal of restrictions on humanitarian relief and the start of negotiations with Darfur’s two rebel groups.

But Mr. Pronk said Khartoum had failed in two key areas to meet the commitments it made in a joint communiqué with the UN in early July: it has not stopped attacks by militias against civilians and it has not disarmed the militias.

While he welcomed the reining in of part of the Popular Defence Force as “a laudable step,” most militias, especially the notorious Government-allied Janjaweed, have not been disarmed.

Mr. Pronk also said no serious steps have been made to identify any of the militia leaders or bring them to justice, “allowing violations of human rights to continue in a climate of impunity.”

Some 1.2 million IDPs live in at least 139 sites around Darfur, an impoverished region in western Sudan that is equivalent in size to France. Another 200,000 refugees have fled to neighbouring Chad.

Many of the IDPs and refugees have told UN agencies that left their home villages because of deadly attacks by the Janjaweed and Government forces, which have been fighting an armed rebellion in Darfur since February last year.

Mr. Pronk said in his address that the humanitarian situation remains bleak and while there have been no major outbreaks of infectious disease, malnutrition and mortality “is still high, too high.”

Many IDPs are also out of reach of relief workers because of the remoteness of the region, and some areas lack access to food, water and sanitation.

The Council is meeting today to discuss what kind of progress Khartoum has made in implementing its pledges to restore security and end the violence in Darfur.

On 30 July, in Resolution 1556, the Council stated it may take action under Article 41 of the UN Charter if Sudan has not taken steps to meet those promises. Article 41 measures include unspecified economic penalties and the severing of diplomatic relations.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Juan Antonio Yáñez-Barnuevo of Spain, which holds this month’s rotating Council presidency, told a press briefing that the situation in Sudan, Africa’s Great Lakes region and Iraq would be among the major issues confronting the Council this month.

Ambassador Yáñez-Barnuevo said the Council hoped to wind down its workload by the middle of the month to allow for the annual session opening of the General Assembly.

* * *

Sudan

2 September – The Sudanese Government and Darfur’s two rebel groups have reached agreement on a draft protocol to alleviate the dire humanitarian situation in the war-torn region.

The draft protocol was prepared by African Union (AU) mediators with the assistance of United Nations officials and others participating in the talks in Abuja, Nigeria, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters today at UN Headquarters in New York.

The Abuja peace talks between Khartoum and the two rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), will now focus on security issues, Mr. Dujarric said. The parties will then discuss political issues and social and economic matters.

The AU has sponsored the Abuja talks in a bid to end the fighting and humanitarian suffering engulfing Darfur, a remote region in Sudan’s west, since early last year. At least 1.2 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 are refugees in neighbouring Chad because of the violence, particularly the often deadly and brutal attacks by militias against civilians.

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) said yesterday it has taken delivery of eight all-terrain trucks to help it distribute aid around Sudan, where many roads have become virtually impassable because of recent heavy rains.

The airlift of the eight trucks to Sudan was paid for by the United States Agency for International Development.

* * *

Russian Federation

2 September – As the school hostage drama in southern Russia dragged on towards its third day, the top United Nations official dealing with the fate of children in war joined the chorus of appeals from the world body for the immediate release of all the hostages.

“I am very shocked and distressed by this act of terror against school children,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Olara A. Otunnu, said. “It is unacceptable that any children anywhere should be subjected to these practices of brutalisation.”

He called on the international community to focus on and make the protection of children a common cause.  “We must mobilize all levels of international pressure to end these practices and ensure the ‘era of application’ for the protection of children,” he said.

Mr. Annan yesterday called the hostage-taking “this criminal act directed against the most vulnerable members of society” and called for the immediate release of the victims estimated to number in the hundreds, many of them children.

The Security Council issued a similar demand, calling the incident a “heinous terrorist act.” And UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy added: “If we don’t respect the sanctity of childhood, then we have nothing.”

* * *

Guatemala

2 September – The United Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA) has called on the country’s authorities to launch a thorough investigation into Tuesday’s deadly violence surrounding the eviction of squatters from a farm in the southern province of Retalhuleu.

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the Mission noted that key to this probe will be an examination of the alleged kidnapping and disappearance of a peasant farmer named Héctor René Reyes in the same area a year ago.

Further, MINUGUA called for a thorough investigation of human rights abuses which took place during this week’s eviction, including alleged extrajudicial killings and intimidation against journalists.

The UN urged peasant workers, landowners and the Guatemalan authorities to refrain from inflammatory statements and to focus on the promotion of a rural development policy.

* * *

Liberia

2 September – With more than 71,000 ex-combatants from Liberia’s 15-year-long civil war – double the original estimates – having given up their arms so far, the United Nations mission seeking to bring peace and democracy to the strife-torn West African country has given remaining former fighters just two more months to turn in their weapons. 

“I encourage all combatants who are out there to disarm,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Jacques Paul Klein, head of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), said yesterday. “Do not let people talk you out of it. You will be the beneficiaries of vocational training, education and other benefits that the disarmament program has built into it.”

Mr. Klein said leaders of Liberia’s three warring factions would come together on 1 November to formally announce the end of the disarmament exercise in the country. Anyone found with weapons after 30 October would be prosecuted for illegal possession of weapons under Liberian law, he warned.

He expressed satisfaction over the smooth progress of the disarmament programme, which got off to a somewhat rocky start last December when some ex-combatants demanding immediate payment of a stipend rioted. Liberia had come a long way during the last one year, he said, praising the peacekeepers, ex-fighters and ordinary citizens for the success of the programme.

“We now have our civil affairs officers stationed throughout Liberia. We have the civilian police and the military deployed throughout the country,” he said. “In fact we are starting military rotations for people who have been here for a year now.”

Mr. Klein also announced plans to accelerate preparations for national elections scheduled for October 2005. He said a six-week voter registration exercise would begin in April with the help of some 4,000 Liberian students hired for the purpose.

More than 16,000 international troops and police are participating in UNMIL operations to support the peace process after last year’s ceasefire between former President Charles Taylor’s forces and two major opposition groups, Liberia United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL). They are also carrying out humanitarian and human rights missions while assisting in national security reform, including police training and military restructuring.

* * *

Burundi

2 September – The top United Nations envoy for Burundi has welcomed the appointment of a five-member Independent National Electoral Commission as a “decisive step” towards bringing peace to the small Central African country, which has been torn by more than a decade of civil war.

Secretary General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Carolyn McAskie yesterday urged the Transitional Government to support the Commission’s effective establishment and functioning, and offered the assistance of the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB) in holding free, transparent and democratic polls.

Last month, Ms. McAskie attended a meeting in South Africa of 31 Burundian political parties on forming a multi-party, power-sharing Government ahead of the elections.

But serious tension between ethnic Hutu and Tutsi still roils the country of some 6 million people, with one rebel group, the Front National de Liberation (FNL), shunning peace talks and continuing guerrilla operations in the region around Bujumbura, the capital. The FNL claimed responsibility for the 13 August massacre of 160 Banyamulenge (minority Tutsi) refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

ONUB, created by the Security Council in May, will eventually total 5,650 military personnel and up to 1,000 national and international civilian staff.

* * *

Somalia

2 September – With up to a million Somalis needing immediate humanitarian assistance because of the country’s crippling drought, United Nations officials working in the Horn of Africa country have appealed to international donors to drastically increase their funding.

The UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has received less than $35 million so far of the $119 million it needs to deal with the mounting demands for relief from Somalis suffering from what is widely considered to be the worst drought there in 30 years.

The drought affects most of the country but is worst in the north and northeast, where livestock are dying at enormous rates – including 80 per cent of camels – and the rangelands have become badly degraded by the lack of rain.

Some areas in the north have not decent rainfall for four years, and the self-declared republic of Somaliland and autonomous region of Puntland have both declared an emergency in their northern territories.

UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Somalia Max Gaylard said in a statement issued today that Somalis in the north are in “desperate need of help,” with many shepherds already abandoning their livelihoods because of the conditions.

OCHA Humanitarian Affairs Officer Olla Hassan said the croplands and agricultural districts in Somalia’s central and southern regions are also affected. Cereal production has slumped, further damaging the country’s fragile economy.

In the Juba Valley in southern Somalia, freelance militias have set up roadblocks, restricting access and increasing the cost of food transport there. There have also been violent clashes between sub-clans in west Belet Weyne in central Somalia.

Ms. Hassan said Somalia’s security situation makes aid distribution more difficult, but the key problem remained the lack of funds. In November last year OCHA appealed for $110 million for all of Somalia’s needs, a total later increased to $119 million. Yet less than 30 per cent of that amount has been donated so far.

“There is capacity on the ground to provide assistance but there are just no resources,” she said.

* * *

Afghanistan

2 September – The United Nations refugee agency today marked a symbolic milestone with the return home of the one millionth Afghan from Iran since the start of voluntary repatriation to their war-ravaged country in April 2002, reducing by half the overall Afghan refugee population there. 

“I remain concerned at the deterioration in the security situation in some regions (of Afghanistan), but today gives us all the opportunity to take stock of how much has been accomplished already,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers said. 

“Behind this figure there are 1 million individual stories, 1 million people who made the choice to go back, and are now rebuilding not just their own lives, but also their homeland,” he added. If the current trend continues, UNHCR estimates that another 200,000 Afghans will have gone home by the time the voluntary repatriation programme is scheduled to end in March 2005.

More than 2.1 million Afghans have also returned home from Pakistan, the other major host country, since the start of the programme  

The millionth return from Iran comes towards the end of a summer season that has seen a marked increase in the repatriation trend. In recent weeks, up to 4,000 Afghans a day have made the journey home following the introduction of a series of new measures implemented by UNHCR to facilitate repatriation. 

“Many Afghan refugees in Iran are very educated. They have professional skills that are essential to the future of Afghanistan,” said the agency’s representative in Iran, Philippe Lavanchy.

“Every teacher who goes back will teach hundreds of Afghan children to read, every doctor will save lives, all will be an integral part of the reconstruction of Afghanistan. This is why the team here has made it a priority to help refugees who want to repatriate by removing some of the obstacles that stood in their path,” he added.

The new measures cover a wide range of issues of concern to refugees, from logistical to educational, including doubling the number of trucks with accompanying baggage, allowing refugees to take more personal belongings home, and running an information campaign to let refugees know their entitlements under the programme.

Benefits include free travel to Afghanistan, as well as a cash grant and funds to purchase food upon arrival. Returning refugees are also integrated into local assistance programmes.

* * *

Afghanistan

2 September – The Afghan Government and the United Nations have launched an emergency appeal for $71 million to alleviate the humanitarian impact of the country’s long-running drought, which has now entered a sixth year.

Officials from Kabul and from the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) told reporters yesterday at a press conference that the money is needed immediately to cover the next six months as villagers around the country struggle to survive on meagre amounts of food and water.

Government estimates indicate as many as 6.3 million people, or about 37 per cent of the national population, are classed as “food insecure” – twice as many as a year ago.

Because of the history of poor rainfall levels, there are few sources of ground water, which as much as 80 to 90 per cent of Afghans depend on for their supply of drinking water. Many rivers and springs have dried up, most snow has melted and the winter rains are still several months away.

The situation has been exacerbated in the south and east of Afghanistan, where grain prices have jumped by almost 50 per cent, placing them out of reach of many inhabitants.

The appeal total consists of almost $52 million for food and drinking water and another $19 million for basic supplies.

* * *

Locusts

2 September – Calling the next two months in the battle against locusts in West Africa “extremely crucial,” the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today again urged the world community to come up with the funding and equipment needed to prevent the crop-devouring insects from developing into a full-scale plague.

“To make a real impact in the battle to control the desert locust upsurge, help must arrive this month in order to disrupt the next locust breeding cycle in October,” FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said. “Otherwise the infestation could spread to even more countries in Africa threatening food security in a wide area.”

Large quantities of pesticides, spraying equipment and other tools must be rushed to the scene, but this requires funds which were only now becoming available, according to the Rome-based agency. So far only $37 million of the requested $100 million have been pledged while the situation continues to deteriorate.

FAO warned last month that the current infestation is potentially worse than the last plague of 1987-89, which cost the international community $300 million.

Welcoming a 12-country West African ministerial meeting held in Dakar, Senegal, to counter the threat to crops and pasture in the region, Mr. Diouf stressed: “Locusts don’t respect political boundaries, so it is essential that the countries in the region work closely together to tackle this emergency.”

Since last October FAO has been warning of the growing threat from locust swarms caused by the abundant rains that fell in the summer of 2003 throughout much of West Africa. Substantial breeding is now in progress over a large area of southern Mauritania, the sub-Saharan zone of Mali, western Niger and northern and central Senegal. Hatching has occurred and hopper bands are forming in all of these countries. 

The first generation of summer swarms in Mauritania can be expected to form in the coming days. In the coming weeks they will form in other countries. Several locust swarms from northwest Africa reached both western and northeastern Chad earlier in August and a few swarms have also reached northern Burkina Faso.

The swarms have laid eggs in both countries. Significant crop damage has been reported in several countries. Control operations are underway in all these States but they are hampered by insufficient resources.

* * *

ICTY

2 September – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today imposed defence counsel on Slobodan Miloševic, the former Yugoslav president facing genocide charges, to ease his workload and reduce the chance of further delays to his already long-running trial.

The judges at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), sitting in The Hague, said British lawyers Steven Kay and Gillian Higgins, who have been acting as observers at the Tribunal to ensure Mr. Miloševic receives a fair trial, should be appointed to the post by the Registrar.

But the judges said that if Mr. Miloševic made “a reasonable request” to instruct his own counsel, they would consider it. Funding is also being made available if the new lawyers need extra staff.

The new counsel are scheduled to take up Mr. Miloševic’s case from next Tuesday. 

Presiding Judge Patrick Robinson of Jamaica said the judges decided to impose counsel because Mr. Miloševic had rejected previous suggestions to use counsel and opted to represent himself.

The trial of Mr. Miloševic has been delayed many times because of his continuing heart problems, and Tribunal-appointed doctors have said the effort of representing himself in court is harming his health.

Mr. Miloševic – who has been on trial since February 2002 – is facing charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and other war crimes for his role in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Kosovo during the 1990s.

* * *

Rwanda

2 September – Female ex-combatants from Rwanda are seeking a role in regional peacekeeping missions in Africa, highlighting at a United Nations-sponsored meeting their experience of warfare and its particular impact on women as major advantages in efforts to bring stability to the continent. 

Pointing specifically to Rwanda’s recent commitment to support regional peacekeeping missions by sending soldiers to help protect African Union (AU) cease-fire monitors in Darfur, western Sudan, speakers stressed their interest in assisting women caught in conflict. 

“This has really caught people’s imagination,” the Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM),” Noeleen Heyzer, told the UN News Service. “We will help their organization to meet with other women’s groups not only within Africa but outside as well.”

“We hope to create a network of demobilized women,” Ms. Heyzer said, referring to their overall role in rehabilitation after conflicts, including education, health care and employment. On the specific issue of women in peacekeeping operations outside their countries, she said they would have to be prepared, but added: “We try to break new ground.”

The role of women generally as peacemakers figures among the 10 stories the world should hear more about highlighted by the UN Department of Public Information earlier this year.

Rwanda has no tradition of female conscription but during the conflict that tore the small central African nation apart in the past decade, hundreds of women voluntarily took up arms alongside men to assume military responsibilities and fight for the liberation of the country.

The meeting, organized in the Rwandan capital of Kigali by UNIFEM and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) to discuss the challenges of reintegrating into society, and the role female ex-combatants play as peace-builders in their communities, brought together over 200 members of an association of such former fighters called Ndabaga.

The group, established in 2001 as the first association of female ex-combatants in the Great Lakes Region, includes women from all 12 of Rwanda’s provinces, and from both sides of the ethnic Hutu-Tutsi conflict.

“Since wars and conflicts affect children and women in a special way, and since women tend to confide in their fellow women more that they do men, peace missions should have a big representation of women to attend to the special needs of women suffering the consequences of war,” Rwandan Minister for Gender Valerie Nyirahabineza told meeting.

She cited the Sudan mission as an example of where Rwandan women ex-combatants should have been included.

The meeting was organized in recognition of the fact that female ex-combatants, despite the essential roles they can play in post-conflict disarmament, demobilization and reintegration processes, are frequently excluded. Because of a strong focus on men, the needs of women ex-combatants are often inadequately addressed in demobilization phases, resulting in often untenable situations of deteriorating health and poverty.

* * *

IAEA

2 September – The United Nations nuclear watchdog agency will have a full agenda when its Board of Governors begins a three-day meeting in Vienna on 13 September with issues ranging from forestalling nuclear terrorism to the latest status of the verification of atomic programmes in Iran and Libya. 

On the opening day, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei will provide an update on all the major issues since the Board’s last meeting in June.

At that meeting the Governors deplored that the fact that, overall, Iran’s cooperation had not been as “full, timely and proactive” as it should have been. In particular, they cited Tehran’s failure to supply data required under treaties seeking to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons, including the status of its enrichment programme for uranium – an essential ingredient for atomic bombs.

On Libya, Mr. ElBaradei told the June meeting that since the North African country announced in December its decision to eliminate all materials, equipment and programmes leading to the production of internationally proscribed weapons, including nuclear arms, it had “proactively cooperated with the Agency.” But he said it was important Libya provide necessary information for a full assessment to be made.

Other issues the Board will discuss include measures to strengthen international co-operation in nuclear, radiation and transport safety and waste management, progress on steps to protect against nuclear terrorism, and strengthening the Agency’s activities in relation to nuclear science technology and their applications.

The Board is composed of 35 Member States and generally meets five times per year – in March and June, twice in September (before and after the IAEA General Conference) and again in December.

* * *

WHO

2 September – With at least 2.7 million people dying each year around the world because they eat too little fruit and vegetables, the United Nations is holding a three-day workshop in Kobe, Japan, to find better ways to make these two essential commodities available to those who currently cannot access enough.

Organized by the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and bringing together nutrition, health and agriculture experts, the meeting from 1 to 3 September is drawing up a draft framework for cost-effective steps to promote increased production, availability and access, and adequate consumption of fruit and vegetables in member countries.

The Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health, adopted in May, stressed the important role of fruits and vegetables in preventing diet-related non-communicable diseases like obesity and certain cancers, as well as vitamin and mineral deficiencies.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

2 September – Introducing a new weapon in the global arsenal against AIDS, the United Nations and Brazil have joined forces to reinforce the technical capacity of developing countries to fight a pandemic that kills nearly 16,500 people worldwide every day. 

The agreement provides for multilateral accords deals the joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the Brazilian Government and other developing countries and includes setting up an International Centre for Technical Cooperation on AIDS based in Brazil. 

“The new initiative will give other countries the necessary tools to effectively fight AIDS, now that financing is greatly increasing,” UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot said in the Brazilian capital Brasilia yesterday. “Making this money work is now a priority. We urgently need to identify new ways for countries to build technical capacity to tackle the epidemic, the largest human development crisis in history.” 

Dr. Piot, who met with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, paid tribute to the country’s “unrivalled leadership and creativity” as “a model in tackling both HIV prevention and treatment head-on.”  He noted that 20 years into the pandemic “the linkages between poverty, hunger and AIDS are now more evident than ever.”

The new centre will initially be funded by UNAIDS and the Brazilian Government. Additional resources will be raised through the private sector and international foundations.

In a related development, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, an initiative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, unveiled its first communications campaign today in Paris, aimed at raising France’s public awareness of the Fund as a global financing mechanism and winning the commitment of donors.

Over 40 magazines and newspapers have so far agreed to support the campaign, including daily newspapers, news magazines, women’s publications, television magazines and leisure publications. Television will show 30-second spots and the cinemas a 50-second version.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Good afternoon.

**Security Council
I’ll start with the Security Council this morning.  Council members began with an open briefing by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, on the recent report issued by the Secretary-General on the Sudan.  The meeting is being followed right now by closed consultations so that Council members can have a chance to discuss the report.

In his briefing, Jan Pronk noted progress made by the Sudanese Government in 10 areas, but flagged two key areas in which the Government had not met its commitments.

First, he said, the Government had not been able to stop attacks by militias against civilians nor disarm these militias.

Second, he said, no concrete steps had been taken to bring to justice or even identify any of the militia leaders or perpetrators of these attacks, allowing violations of human rights to continue in a climate of impunity.

Citing continued insecurity and the responsibility of the Government to protect its people against attacks and violations of human rights -- the essential message of resolution 1556 -- Pronk urged the Government, if it’s unable to fully protect its citizens itself, to seek, request and accept assistance from the international community.

Referring to the Secretary-General’s report, he said an expanded African Union mission in Darfur offers a way towards this end: independent from the parties, widespread, neutral, efficient, reliably backed with logistics and resources supplied by the international community.

Urging a political settlement leading towards sustainable peace, he appealed to the parties to stay at the negotiation table even if they feel frustrated or provoked.

Finally, he said that the Darfur crisis cannot be seen in isolation from the search for a comprehensive solution in Sudan.

Pronk concluded by saying, “we need a lot of attention, a lot of talking, a lot of pressure and a lot of resources”.

Pronk will speak to you at the stakeout shortly following consultations.

**Sudan-Peace Talks
Also on Sudan, in Abuja, peace talks are progressing.

The Government and the two rebel groups reached an agreement yesterday on the draft protocol on the improvement of the humanitarian situation in Darfur, as prepared by the African Union with the assistance from the United Nations and its partners.

The peace talks are expected to focus next on security issues.

**Security Council–Russian Hostage Situation
The Security Council yesterday evening adopted a presidential statement condemning in the strongest terms the taking of hostages at a secondary school in the Russian town of Beslan.  The Council demanded the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages.

That statement was adopted following consultations on Wednesday afternoon, chaired by the new President of the Security Council for the month of September, Juan Antonio Yáñez-Barnuevo of Spain, in which Council members agreed on a programme of work for this month.

And the Council President is scheduled to brief you on the programme of work in this room 226 following their morning session.

The United States and France also circulated, and put into blue, a draft resolution on the Middle East, concerning Lebanon and Syria.  Council members were given time to consider that draft text, and the Council intends to hold consultations at some point this afternoon, with a view to a formal meeting for a vote on that resolution.

**Iraq
From Baghdad, our team reports that RossMountain, the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative, met this morning with Sheikh Ghazi Al Yawer, the Interim President of Iraq.  They discussed the role of the United Nations in the electoral, political, humanitarian and reconstruction fields.  The discussions also focused on the security situation in Iraq.

The President said he looked forward to “more of a United Nations role” in his country as United Nations support is essential for the ongoing Iraqi transitional process.

RossMountain also stressed the United Nations commitment to assist the Iraqi people not only in the political process, but also through the provision of humanitarian and reconstruction support.

And we have more on RossMountain’s programme available upstairs.

**Secretary-General’s Statement on Death of Abdullah Saleh Al-Ashtal
Also yesterday afternoon, we issued a statement by the Secretary-General in which he said he was saddened to learn of the death of Ambassador Abdullah Saleh Al-Ashtal, who had served as Yemen’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations for almost 30 years.

And the full text of that statement is available to you upstairs.

**Guatemala
Turning to Guatemala:  the United Nations Mission in that country, known as MINUGUA, has called on authorities to launch a thorough investigation into the violence surrounding the eviction of squatters from a farm in southern Guatemala on Tuesday.

MINUGUA calls for the investigation to look into the alleged kidnapping and disappearance of a peasant farmer in the same area a year ago, as well as into human rights abuses which took place during this week’s eviction.

The Mission urges rural workers, landowners and the Guatemalan authorities to refrain from inflammatory statements and to focus on the promotion of a rural development policy.

And more information is available in our office.

**Liberia
From Liberia, the head of the United Nations Mission in Liberia, Jacques Klein, yesterday announced plans to conclude the disarmament of Liberian ex-combatants at the end of October, giving the remaining fighters two more months to give up their arms.

Klein said the leaders of Liberia’s three warring factions would then come together on 1 November to announce formally the end of the disarmament exercise.  Anyone found with weapons after October 30 would be prosecuted for illegal possession of weapons under Liberian law, Klein said.

**Burundi
From Burundi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in that country, Carolyn McAskie, yesterday welcomed the appointment of the five members of the Independent National Electoral Commission that will organize the country’s elections.

And we put out a press release yesterday afternoon with more details on that.

**Somalia
From Somalia, the United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in that country has appealed for more funds to support drought-affected people there.

According to the report by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), up to a million people are in need of urgent humanitarian assistance throughout Somalia, including more than 600,000 who are directly affected by the current drought.

The drought, going on for four years, has been the worst since 1974.

And we have more upstairs from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

**Afghanistan
Turning to Afghanistan -- the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, welcomed the news of the 1 millionth Afghan to return home from Iran as a positive step for Afghanistan.

Lubbers said that “behind this figure of 1 million returns from Iran, there are 1 million individual stories, 1 million people who made the choice to go back, and are now rebuilding not just their own lives, but also their homeland”.

UNHCR has more details on its Web site, and we have also the briefing notes from the United Nations Mission in Kabul available for you upstairs.

**FAO-Locust Update
Update on the Food and Agriculture Organization’s effort to fight the locusts -- the next two months will be “extremely crucial” in the battle to control the desert locust outbreak in West Africa.  That’s the message from Jacques Diouf, the Director-General of the FAO.

He said that, to make a real impact, help must arrive this month in order to disrupt the next locust breeding cycle in October –- otherwise the infestation could spread to even more countries in Africa.  FAO has called on international donors for $100 million to help fight the pest –- so far, it’s received pledges for $37 million.

And we have a press release from FAO upstairs on that.

**ICTY
And lastly, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia today instructed its Registrar to appoint counsel for Slobodan Milosevic.  It said that the Registrar should try first to secure the appointments of British attorneys Steven Kay and Gillian Higgins.  It’s up to Milosevic, the court added, to invite the trial chamber to consider a reasonable request to be permitted to instruct his own counsel.

And we have a press release available on that upstairs.

And that is it for me.  Any questions?  Richard.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  From upstairs it appeared that you had some trouble reading the statements.  Was that do to the shaving of your beard that you lost something -- your strength?  All right.  No comment.

Number two.  Last night, Zell Miller, Senator of the United States, said Senator Kerry has made it clear that he would use military force only if approved by the United Nations.  “Kerry would let Paris decide when America needs defending.  I want Bush to decide.”  Does the United Nations think that it’s now once again being used as a scapegoat in the United States political arena for domestic consumption or have any comment on the remarks, including by Vice-President Cheney, who said the President has made it very clear there is a difference between leading a coalition of many nations and submitting to the objections of a few.  George Bush will never seek a permission slip to defend the American people.  Applause, applause, from those who were there.

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t think I’ll take the bait, Richard.  We’re not going to comment on the speeches which are held in a political convention during an election campaign.

I will reiterate what I think Marie touched upon yesterday about our efforts to reach out to the Republican delegates while they are in New York.  We had yesterday more than 400 young Republicans –- college, high school Republicans –- who came here for a tour of the United Nations and a discussion with a number of senior United Nations officials.  And the atmosphere could not have been any better.

And we also had Republican delegates come here and take the tours of the United Nations.  So, with the help of the United Nations Foundation, we’re taking the opportunity to reach out to them.

Question:  You were there.  Did they have any preconceived notions that you were surprised about regarding the United Nations?  Were they generally aware...?

Associate Spokesman:  They were extremely well informed about how the United Nations actually works and how the Member States interact with each other, and the issues that are high on the United Nations agenda.

Question:  Has Secretary-General Annan spoken by phone or met in any way, even clandestinely, with Senator Kerry?  I know that he met with Tony Blair before he was Prime Minister, about eight or nine years ago.  Has there been any talk between the two over the last few weeks?

Associate Spokesman:  Not that I’m aware of, and I don’t think there -- I will double check, but I believe the answer to that is no.

Question:  Concerning the report from the Secretary-General concerning Sudan:  is it that Sudan’s Government is unable to stop the killings of the people at Darfur?

Associate Spokesman: I think that’s fairly much the conclusion of the report, as Mr. Pronk explained.  But he will be available to you in less than half an hour, and he will explain himself further directly to you, so I will encourage you to ask him questions.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General meeting with any of the Republicans?  Did he go to any private parties or host them at all?

Associate Spokesman:  No, the Secretary-General is still away on holiday.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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