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PRIVATE
Ski resorts at risk from warming, UN warns 

The Associated Press 
Wednesday, December 3, 2003 

TURIN Global warming is threatening the world's ski resorts as melting snow at lower altitudes forces skiing higher into the mountains, according to a study by the United Nations Environment Program.

Downhill skiing could disappear at some resorts while a retreating snow line would cut off base villages from ski runs as soon as 2030, the study found. The findings were issued here on Tuesday at an environmental conference.

"Climate change is happening now - we can measure it," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN agency. "This study shows that it is not just the developing world that will suffer." The study focused on ski resorts in Austria, Italy, Switzerland, Australia, the United States and Canada, using temperature forecasts produced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which comprises 2,000 scientists.

The panel estimated that by 2100, temperatures would rise by a range of 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit, or 1.4 degrees Celsius to 5.8 degrees Celsius, unless major action is taken to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The organizers for the Turin 2006 Olympics played host to the environmental conference, which was held by the International Olympic Committee. Global warming will "probably affect how the IOC chooses host cities for future Winter Games," said Pal Schmitt, who heads the sport and environment commission of the committee. Schmitt said that the committee still preferred new candidate cities but that it might be forced to return to sites of recent games to avoid building structures that could become obsolete in not too many years.

The preferred altitude is now 1,300 meters, or 4,290 feet, said Rolf Burki, an economic geographer at the University of Zurich who led the research behind the study. At that level and above, there is reliable snowfall. But in the future, the study said, global warming is going to push the regular snowfall altitude to between 1,500 meters to 1,800 meters. 



 _______________________________________________________________________________________

The State

PRIVATE
U.N. Reports Warming Effects on Ski Areas

ANDREW DAMPF
Associated Press
TURIN, Italy - Global warming is threatening the world's ski resorts, with melting at lower altitudes forcing the sport to move higher and higher up mountains, according to a new United Nations study.

Downhill skiing could disappear altogether at some resorts, while at others, a retreating snow line will cut off base villages from their ski runs as soon as 2030, warned the report by the U.N. Environment Program.

"Climate change is happening now. We can measure it," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. program. "This study shows that it is not just the developing world that will suffer."

The report, released Tuesday, focused on ski resorts in Austria, Italy, Switzerland, Australia, the United States and Canada, using temperature forecasts produced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a body of some 2,000 scientists.

The panel estimated temperatures will rise by a range of 2.5 degrees to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100 unless dramatic action is taken to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

An accord aimed at halting global warming, meanwhile, may be dead. A top Kremlin official said Tuesday that Russia won't ratify the Kyoto Protocol limiting greenhouse gas emissions because it will hurt the country's economy.

The United States rejected the accord for the same reason. Without Moscow, the protocol cannot come into effect even if approved by every other nation because only Russia's industrial emissions are large enough to tip the balance.

Many scientists believe that carbon dioxide and other so-called "greenhouse" gases trap heat in the atmosphere.

"It appears clear that many resorts, particularly the traditional, lower altitude resorts of Europe, will be either unable to operate as a result of lack of snow or will face additional costs, including artificial snowmaking, that may render them uneconomic," the report said.

U.N. officials presented their findings at an environmental conference of the International Olympic Committee, or IOC, hosted by organizers for the Turin 2006 Olympics.

The findings prompted Pal Schmitt, head of the committee's Sport and Environment Commission, to say that global warming will "probably affect how the IOC chooses host cities for future Winter Games."

Schmitt said that the IOC still prefers new candidate cities, but it may be forced to return to sites of recent games to avoid having to build structures that could be obsolete in the near future.

The magic number for ski resorts right now is an altitude of 4,265 feet, according to Rolf Buerk, an economic geographer at the University of Zurich who led the research behind the report.

At that level and above, there is reliable snowfall. In the future, however, global warming is going to push the regular snowfall altitude to between 4,900 feet and 6,000 feet, Buerk said.

"In Switzerland, several low-lying resorts are already having problems getting bank loans," he said.

One likely casualty is the scenic Austrian village of Kitzbuhel, Buerk said. The village is 2,493 feet above sea level and will eventually be cut off from its ski slopes. That's because, according to the report, Austria's snow line is expected to rise by 656 to 984 feet over the next 30-50 years.

The director of Kitzbuhel's tourism office was not immediately available for comment, but other ski resort areas expressed concern.

"We see this as a long-term threat," said Eduardo Zwissig, marketing manager of the upscale Swiss resort at Gstaad, which is at 3,465-foot level and has skiing from 4,950 to 9,900 feet.

He said authorities are looking for ways to "minimize economic risk," with plans including new hiking trails that can be used in summer and winter, as well as convention centers.

Asked about Swiss banks' reported wariness to lend money to resorts, Zwissig said: "We certainly feel this pressure."

Doris Scholl, of Grindelwald Tourist Office in Switzerland, said the resort was actively trying to expand non-skiing alternatives. But, she said, there have been investments in new ski lifts this year and more are planned.

"The situation isn't as tragic as that," Scholl said.

Buerk, the economic geographer, said artificial snow is not the answer.

"The main reason is it's too expensive," he said, explaining that it costs $600,000 in installation fees and $60,000 each year for each mile of artificial snow. "And if it's warmer than (freezing), it requires a lot of energy," Buerk added.

Researchers behind the U.N. study said they hoped the report would spur resorts into action.

And David Chernushenko, a scientist on the climate change panel based in Canada, cited examples in North America where resorts have begun to take steps to be more environmentally friendly.

The "Sustainable Slopes" program in Aspen, Colo., is a "world leader in running efficient ski centers," with a new ski lift run entirely on power generated by windmills, he said.

In Whistler, British Columbia, site of alpine events for the 2010 Olympics, the "entire town (is) moving toward environmental conservation," he said.

Ultimately, however, Chernushenko said the onus was on governments. "The ski, hotel and resort industry is a multinational one," he said. "And if they act together they can apply pressure on politicians."

ON THE NET
U.N. Environment Program: http://www.unep.org
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Swissinfo

4 December 2003

Ski  resorts begin uphill climb

The new ski season has opened in the Swiss Alps amid a rash of mergers, expansions and announcements of major projects. 

Global warming and declining popularity for the sport are forcing many resorts to reassess their future.

A report published on Tuesday by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) warned that up to half of Switzerland's ski resorts could face economic hardship or bankruptcy because of global warming.

The economic importance of alpine resorts to Switzerland was underlined by the presence of several high-ranking politicians last Saturday at the unveiling of a new cable car in the small canton Valais resort of Lauchernalp.

Adolf Ogi, the United Nations special adviser on sport and former Swiss cabinet minister, cut the ribbon to officially open the new cable car.

The new high-speed lift takes skiers from 2,700 metres above sea level, previously the highest point in Lauchernalp, to 3,100m where they can ski down a glacier.

It makes Lauchernalp the fifth-highest ski region in the Swiss Alps, giving it an important competitive edge, since its 25 kilometres of groomed slopes pale alongside Switzerland’s big resorts.

For example, Zermatt and Verbier have around 400km. A recent merger of cable car companies in and around Davos has created a ski area with 320km of pistes. 
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Only ten or 12 still have potential for growth.

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="""


Hans-Ruedi Müller, University of Bern 

Carrying hopes 

The livelihoods of everyone in Lauchernalp's surrounding villages depend directly or indirectly on the resort, so the new lift is seen as a key investment.

“Without ski lifts, there would be no work here, so people would be forced to leave the valley,” said Peter Vollmer, president of the Swiss Cable Car Association.

In Vollmer’s opinion, ten to 20 per cent of ski resorts will disappear over the next decade.

Hans-Ruedi Müller, head of the Research Institute for Leisure and Tourism at the University of Bern, puts a different spin on what is a bleak picture.

“Only ten or 12 [out of an estimated 230 ski resorts] still have potential for growth. The others will stagnate,” he told swissinfo.

But recent investment in new infrastructure is proof that resorts are starting to wake up to the realities of the 21st century.

The popularity of skiing in the Swiss Alps has been in decline since it reached a peak in the late 1980s, and global warming has forced resorts like Lauchernalp to climb higher to ensure good snow conditions. 

Big is best 

The move towards bigger and higher ski areas has also produced a planned merger to connect three resorts, two in central Switzerland and another in the Bernese Oberland.

The proposal calls for the construction of nine new lifts to connect the Bernese Oberland resort of Meiringen-Hasliberg with Melchsee Frutt in canton Obwalden and Engelberg-Titlis in canton Lucerne.

“We believe only big resorts can survive,” said Albert Wyler, managing director of the Titlis cable car company at a news conference last week to announce the merger.

He will have to overcome fierce opposition from environmentalists opposed to the construction of any new infrastructure, especially since most of the new lifts will be in fragile high-alpine areas.

The proposed lifts will be built between 1,800m and 2,500m above sea level. 
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The Titlis company operates the world’s only revolving cable car (ST/swiss-image.ch) 

Reliable snow 

That height is necessary in order to transport skiers over mountain ridges from one resort to the next, but also to get them above the critical level for reliable snow conditions - currently 1,300m, according to Unep.

"Climate change will have the effect of pushing more and more winter sports higher and higher up the mountains," said Rolf Bürki, an economic geographer at the University of Zurich who led the research behind the Unep report.

"As ski resorts in lower altitudes face bankruptcy, so the pressure in highly environmentally sensitive upper-altitude areas rises, along with the pressures to build new ski lifts and other infrastructure."

The infrastructure required to create the new resort, Hasliberg-Titlis, will cost upwards of SFr60 million ($47 million), if the backers of the plan win support for the project.

The bigger the resort – or the grander the plans – the easier it is to secure the capital for new investments.

The Unep report revealed that several low-lying Swiss resorts were already having problems getting bank loans. 

Weak link 

Hotels, however, could prove to be the weak link in the industry’s long-term plans. The majority in alpine resorts are family-owned businesses that are too small to be able to secure loans to upgrade and improve standards.

Many are badly in need of renovation, yet their prices are still higher than modern and similarly classed hotels in Austrian, French or Italian resorts.

Bringing them up to scratch and making them price competitive could be the biggest challenge facing Swiss ski resorts.

Jerun Vils, director of the Lötschberg tourist region, which includes Lauchernalp, admits that the goal is not necessarily to attract more skiers but to get them to stay longer.

“We are not planning on building new hotels or apartments but to improve occupancy rates,” he said.

swissinfo, Dale Bechtel in Lauchernalp
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Bloomberg

Kitzbuehl Among Ski Areas Affected by Global Warming (Update2) 

Dec. 3 (Bloomberg) -- Kitzbuehl, an Austrian skiing resort less than 800 meters (2,600 feet) above sea-level, is among Low- altitude centers for winter sports that will be affected by global warming, the United Nations said in a report. 

UN scientists estimate temperatures will rise between 1.4 and 5.8 degrees Celsius (between 2.5 and 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit) by 2100, the UN said on its Web site. Global warming may be more extreme in the northern hemisphere during the winter months, threatening mountain-based winter tourism, the report said. 

Such climate change shows that rich nations face ``potentially massive upheavals with significant economic, social and cultural implications,'' said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Program, as cited by the UN. 

The UN Environment Program's report said between 37 percent and 56 percent of Switzerland's skiing resorts in lower- lying areas may have trouble attracting tourists in coming decades because of lack of snow. Resorts in North America, other areas of Europe and in Australia will also be affected, the UN report said. 

Kitzbuehl, lying at 760 meters above sea level, is a prime example of resorts vulnerable to declining and less frequent snow falls, the report said. The town in western Austria, 100 kilometers (62 miles) east of Innsbruck, hosts the Hahnenkamm downhill ski race every January, one of the main events of the World Cup skiing season. 

Kitzbuehl has 5,621 guest beds and had more than 530,000 overnight stays during the last winter season, according to the resort's Web site. 

The UN report, researched by scientists at the University of Zurich in Switzerland, was presented 

___________________________________________________________________________

Courier Mail (Queensland, Australia)

December 4, 2003 Thursday

UN warns of threat to low ski resorts

      NONE of Australia's ski resorts would be economically viable by 2070 under a worst-case scenario outlined in  a United Nations report on global warming.

      The report, released yesterday, warns the livelihoods of low-altitude ski resorts in Australia, North America

      and central Europe will be under threat from global warming.

      The dire forecast came as the Federal Government stood by its decision not to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on

      climate change. 

      Prime Minister John Howard said the Kyoto protocol would place obligations on Australia which would not

      apply to other countries including China and Russia.

      Mr Howard said he would not be party to a deal that would destroy jobs and hinder Australia's competitive

      edge in the global economy.

      The study, commissioned by the United Nation's Environment Program and conducted by Professor Rolf

      Burki and colleagues at the University of Zurich, was being presented at the World Conference on Sport and

      the Environment in Turin, Italy -- the host city for the 2006 Winter Olympic Games.

      Experts believe levels of snow falling in lower-lying mountain areas will become increasingly unpredictable

      and unreliable over the coming decades as a result of global warming.

      This means many low-altitude ski resorts around the world face economic hardship and even ruin.

      In Switzerland, between 37 per cent and 56 per cent of the country's ski resorts, including Wildhaus and

      Unterwasser, could soon have such low levels of snow that they may face "acute difficulties in attracting

      overseas tourists and local winter sports enthusiasts", the study said.

      "The impacts of climate change on winter tourism may be even more severe in countries such as Germany or

      Austria due to the lower altitudes of their ski resorts."

      The internationally celebrated winter sports town of Kitzbuehl, for example, which is popular among the rich

      and famous and lies at an altitude of 760m, faces extinction as a top ski resort.

      The study was published as nations were meeting for a UN conference on climate change in nearby Milan.

      "Climate change in the form of extreme weather events such as hurricanes, floods and droughts, is the

      greatest challenge facing the world," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer.

      "Clearly it is the poorest of the poor on continents like Africa, Asia and Latin America who are at the

      greatest risk, who are the most vulnerable.

      "But this study on winter sports shows that it is not just the developing world that will suffer.

      "Even rich nations are facing potentially massive upheavals with significant economic, social and cultural

      implications." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

AAP NEWSFEED

December 3, 2003, Wednesday

Artificial snow could be key to survival of Aust skiing

Australia's ski resorts may have to rely on artificial snow in future to survive global warming, a key skiing

      organisation said today.

      A new United Nations report has suggested global warming, widely considered to be caused by the burning

      of fossil fuels, could wipe out the Australian ski industry by 2070. 

      Experts say the warming of the global climate will make snow falls more unpredictable and unreliable.

      The study, carried out by the UN's Environment Program, was presented to the the World Conference on

      Sport and Environment in Turin, Italy, where the 2006 Winter Olympics will be held.

      The Australian Ski Areas Association said today the industry was well prepared for climate change - but it

      conceded that future resorts may rely on artificial snow.

      The association's chair Colin Hackworth said some snow fall levels had reduced "slightly" over recent years,

      but said it was impossible to tell whether this was part of a permanent trend.

      Mr Hackworth said ski resorts were investing millions of dollars in artificial snow-making equipment to secure

      the future of the industry.

      "The end result is that ski resorts in Australia will remain economically viable, provided they continue to

      invest in snowmaking-equipment, at least until 2050," he said.

      "Beyond that it is simply too far in the future to tell."

      The release of the UN report followed the federal government's decision yesterday to stand by its decision

      not to ratify the Kyoto Protocol aimed at halting climate change.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Akron Beacon Journal (Ohio)

December 3, 2003 Wednesday

Global warming may hurt ski resorts

      BODY:

      Global warming is threatening the world's ski resorts, with melting at lower altitudes forcing the sport to

      move higher and higher up mountains, according to a United Nations study released Tuesday.

      Downhill skiing could disappear altogether at some resorts, while at others, a retreating snow line will cut off

      base villages from their ski runs as soon as 2030, warned the U.N. Environment Program.

      The report focused on ski resorts in Austria, Italy, Switzerland, Australia, the United States and Canada,

      using temperature forecasts produced by a body of some 2,000 scientists.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Chicago Tribune

December 3, 2003 Wednesday, CHICAGO FINAL EDITION

UN predicts downhill turn for ski slopes

      BYLINE: Associated Press.

      DATELINE: TURIN, Italy

      Global warming is threatening the world's ski resorts, with melting at lower altitudes forcing the sport to

      move to increasingly higher elevations, according to a UN study released Tuesday.

      Downhill skiing could disappear altogether at some resorts, while at others, a retreating snow line will cut off

      base villages from their ski runs as soon as 2030, warned the report by the UN Environment Program. 

      "Climate change is happening now. We can measure it," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN

      program.

      The report focused on ski resorts in Austria, Italy, Switzerland, Australia, the United States and Canada,

      using forecasts by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a group of about 2,000 scientists.

      The panel estimated temperatures will rise by 2.5 degrees to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100 unless action

      is taken to cut greenhouse-gas emissions.

      Reliable snowfall can be had at 4,265 feet and above, said Rolf Buerk, an economic geographer at the

      University of Zurich. However, he said global warming will push the regular snowfall altitude to at least 4,900  feet.

      LOAD-DATE: December 3, 2003
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Olympic.Org

5TH World Conference on Sport and the Environment adopts   positive measures 

03 December 2003 

                     After two days of productive meetings, the participants of the 5th World Conference on Sport and the Environment agreed on clear measures for  working together to ensure respect for the principles of sustainable                     development through sport. From sponsorship strategies to green  procurement for sports events, from environmentally-friendly venue design  to the role of athletes as communicators for the environment and role                     models for development through sport, the conference examined real  examples of positive measures and defined a common way forward.

                     The conference was attended by current and past Games organisers, athletes, applicant cities, academics and other members of the Olympic  Movement, such as representatives of National Olympic Committees and  International Sports Federations from around the world. Partnerships with  the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Turin 2006 Winter Games Organising Committee (TOROC) provided examples both of  best practice and of practical implementation.

                     “The IOC is proud of its role in organising the 5th World Conference on  Sport and the Environment”, said IOC President Jacques Rogge. “The IOC  is committed to ensuring that the Olympic Games are held in conditions  which demonstrate a responsible concern for environmental issues. And we are equally committed to encouraging all those connected with the Olympic Movement to value the importance of sustainable development.”

                     IOC Sport and Environment Commission Chairman Pál Schmitt, also the Conference Chairman, said: “Turin was an excellent choice for the 5th World Conference on Sport and the Environment. By renovating a number of sports venues rather than building new ones, Turin’s work towards the  2006 Olympic Winter Games has embraced one of the key means of implementing the IOC’s adoption of Agenda 21. The past two days have                     been rich with practical examples of implementation strategies and  techniques. We look forward to those examples serving as inspiration for     future Games, the Olympic Movement and for sport in general around the                     world, as we work together to make the environment the winner.” 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Line

December 4, 2003

CALL TO CHECK ILLEGAL TRADE OF OZONE-DEPLETING SUBSTANCES

      BYLINE: Mohan Padmanabhan

      Darjeeling, Dec. 3 - THERE is an urgent need to specify proper guidelines in the seizure of illegally moved

      ozone depleting substances (ODS) like chloro-fluoro carbons (CFCs) by Customs and other border

      enforcement bodies.

      In keeping with the commitment towards the phase-out of manufacture and use of these environmentally

      harmful items, under the Montreal Agreement, it is also essential to label these as environmental crimes,

      rather than mere economic crimes.

      Making a presentation on 'How to combat the illegal trade of ozone depleting substances like CFCs' here

      today at the national workshop on ODS for Customs and other stakeholders, organised jointly by the

      National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics, in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and

      Forests (MoEF), Mr S.C.Wadhwa, key functionary of Regma (Refrigerant Gas Manufacturers' Association) and Vice-President, Corporate Marketing of Gujarat Fluorochemicals Ltd, said in India some 3,000 tonnes of CFCs  have been smuggled in during the last four years, mainly through the porous borders of Nepal and

      Bangladesh, by mislabelling the gas cylinders. He said while production of CFCs was licensed in Nepal, it was  not so in Bangladesh. Pointing out that such compressed CFC gases in high-pressure cylinders posed a

      potential public hazard, he said abnormally high import quantities (as per UNEP data) by the two

      neighbouring countries find the excess landing in India through the illegal channels. 

      Mr Wadhwa clarified that even under the Montreal Protocol, these countries, which are signatories, are only

      cautioned. He also envisioned a major role for transit countries like Dubai and Singapore, as at present there

      was no clear mechanism to check the end-user destinations of the CFC consignments from these

      international trading hubs. He also suggested that considering the growing illegal trade and the problems

      encountered by border Customs and other agencies in preventing such illegal entries because of mislabelling,

      the ODS products should be declared a notified product under Exim laws and the onus of proof of illegal

      imports shifted to the importer.

      He also sought more powers for Customs authorities to deal with the menace. He described the move to

      provide more gas identifiers at Customs points as a good move by the Government.

      Talking to Business Line on the sidelines of the workshop after the presentation, Mr Wadhwa said the only

      answer to counter this huge problem of illegal trade in ODS products was to speedily develop safer

      substitutes through domestic research and development.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Russia

In Turnaround, Russia Says May Yet Ratify Kyoto

  MOSCOW - In an apparent about-face, Russia signaled it might yet salvage the U.N.'s Kyoto protocol on curbing global  warming - a pact that will collapse without Moscow's backing. 

  "There are no decisions about ratification apart from the fact that we are moving toward ratification," said Mukhamed  Tsikhanov, deputy economy minister responsible for Kyoto. 

  On Tuesday Andrei Illarionov, a top Kremlin economic adviser, said Russia would not approve the pact in its current  form. Kyoto has been ratified by 120 nations but has been weakened by a U.S. pullout. 

  The United Nations, hosting a climate conference of 180 countries in Milan, has expressed confidence Russia will ratify in  the end despite the "mixed signals." Moscow's government previously said it would ratify. 

  "I cannot comment on Illarionov but we do not have any information in the government about the fact that a decision has  been made," Tsikhanov told reporters. "It is the government that takes the decision and then sends it to the Duma  (parliament)." 

  He said the government had yet to discuss the pact formally but could well pass it to the Duma next year. 

  The fate of the protocol, which aims to cut emissions of the gases that cause global warming, has been in Russia's hands  since Washington pulled out of the pact in 2001. 

  It can only come into force if countries responsible for 55 percent of developed nations' emissions approve it, meaning  Russia - which emits 17 percent of greenhouse gases - has the casting vote. 

  Countries accounting for 44 percent of emissions have so far signed up. It hinges on Russia because the United States, the  world's top polluter, has withdrawn its 36 percent. 

  Environmentalists, who dismissed Illarionov's comments as bluster before Sunday parliamentary elections and a

  presidential poll in March, welcomed Tsikhanov's statement. 

  "It certainly confirms all of the other reports that have been coming forward on Russia, that they're in the process of  decision making," said Jennifer Morgan, the director of WWF environmental group's climate change program. 

  "We welcome the clarification and urge them to make their decision as soon as possible." 

  PUTIN WAVERS 

  President Vladimir Putin, who is likely to have the final decision, shocked an environmental conference two months ago by  retreating from previous government promises to ratify, saying Russia needed to check if the pact would harm Russia's  economy. 

  Since then Kremlin officials, including Illarionov, have said Moscow wanted guarantees from western nations that they  would buy Russia's substantial excess emission quotas - something permitted in the pact - if it does ratify the treaty. 

  Tsikhanov echoed the argument when asked what approval depended on. 

  "You should put this question to Japan and the EU about when they will start to speak to us in economic language," he  said. 

  It was not immediately clear what was behind the mixed signals in Russia, although some analysts have suggested they  were a negotiating tactic meant to wring concessions from the European Union and Japan. 

  Most analysts say Russia stands to gain from the pact because its industry has collapsed since 1990, when emission levels  were set, and it has large spare capacity to trade. 

  "After the U.S. departure...the economic effectiveness of the pact for Russia fell, but it does exist," Tsikhanov said. 

  Story by Oliver Bullough
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Boston Globe 

Russia won't ratify Kyoto, aide says

Rejection would be seen as end for environment pact

By David Filipov and Beth Daley, Globe Staff, 12/3/2003

MOSCOW -- With the fate of the landmark Kyoto environmental agreement riding on Russia's vote, a senior adviser to President Vladimir Putin said yesterday that Moscow will not ratify the pact because doing so would threaten its economic growth.

Russia's refusal to sign would deal a mortal blow to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on limiting greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide emitted from power plants and automobiles, which scientists believe are among the main causes of global warming.

Putin has given mixed signals about Russia's intentions, but yesterday Andrei Illarionov, the Russian president's economic adviser, told reporters that the pact put Russia's energy-dependent economy at a disadvantage.

"In its current form, the Kyoto Protocol places significant limitations on the economic growth of Russia," Illarionov said. "Of course, in this current form this protocol can't be ratified."

Illarionov's words cast a cloud over an ongoing conference attended by 180 nations in Milan to assess progress in climate change around the world and set the next year's agenda.

But a United Nations official said that Illarionov's statement did not constitute an official rejection of the treaty, and environmentalists said it was more likely posturing prior to Sunday's parliamentary elections than a final decision.

"In no way is it an official rejection" of the protocol, said Michael Williams, a UN spokesman at the Milan talks. Williams said Russia would likely address the comments made by Illarionov during high-level talks at the meeting next Wednesday and Thursday.

"Illarionov does not speak for the president or the Russian government," said Alexei Kokorin, the head of World Wildlife Fund's Climate Change program in Russia.

For the pact to come into force, it must be ratified by 55 countries, including wealthier nations that account for at least 55 percent of greenhouse gas emissions in 1990. After the rejection of the treaty by the United States in 2001, ratification by Russia, which was responsible for 17 percent of global emissions in 1990, is required to push the treaty over this barrier.

Putin has signaled that he would push for ratification, and in July, ratification documents were ready to be sent to the Russian Duma, said Natalya Oleferenko, coordinator of Greenpeace Russia's Climate Campaign.

But after his September summit meeting with President Bush, Putin backed away from Moscow's previous promises to ratify soon. At a Moscow conference on climate change in September, Putin joked that a warmer climate might benefit Russian farming and could help people save money on fur coats.

Some environmentalists, such as Oleferenko, believe US pressure is behind Russia's newfound unwillingness to ratify the pact.

Others see a behind-the-scenes battle of economic interests. Some major Russian corporations oppose the pact, and bureaucrats have been battling over which ministries would manage investment projects that the pact could bring to Russia.

Kokorin recently suggested that Putin may be waiting for the results of Sunday's election for the State Duma, the lower house of parliament, which holds the final word over ratification, as well as next March's presidential election, when he will seek reelection, before pushing for ratification.

Illarionov, who made his comments on the sidelines of Putin's meeting with European business executives, said it would be unfair to Russia to curb emissions and stymie its own growth while the United States, the world's largest polluter with a 36 percent share in 1990, refuses to join the pact.

Analysts disagreed. Far from suffering by ratifying the protocol, Russia would benefit from it "because they would have the opportunity to sell surplus credits to the West to help those countries meet their targets more cheaply," said David Doniger, policy director of the climate center at the Natural Resources Defense Council in Washington.

Russia's economy has collapsed since 1990, and the current agreement allows the country to sell the difference between actual emissions and limits to Western countries that do not meet their own emission goals.

Oleferenko said Russia's economy could expand by 8 percent annually and the country still would not exceed the limits imposed on it by Kyoto, while at the same time benefiting from an estimated $27 billion in surplus credits and investment projects.

Illarionov has argued that with the US rejection of the treaty, Russia would not be able to sell its surplus credits and that the exemption of India and China from the treaty gives their manufacturers an unfair edge.

Some observers believe Russia might be holding out for an even stricter treaty, one that would guarantee the country an enormous windfall from selling off pollution surplus credits.

Robert Kaufmann, a Boston University professor in the Center for Energy and Environmental Studies, said there is no firmly established market yet for surplus credits under the treaty and "a stronger, more viable protocol would have a real market-based trading system. The Russians may want to hold out."
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The Independent (London)

December 3, 2003, Wednesday

DEATH KNELL FOR THE KYOTO TREATY

BYLINE: MICHAEL MCCARTHY ENVIRONMENT EDITOR

BODY:

    FIFTEEN YEARS of international effort to combat climate change appeared doomed last night after Russia said it would not ratify the Kyoto protocol, the world treaty on global warming.

    Russian ratification is necessary for the treaty to take effect. Andrei Illarionov, a senior economic adviser to President Vladimir Putin, said in a surprise announcement in Moscow that Russia was refusing to sign the agreement, because to do so would threaten the country's economic growth.

    The decision means the collapse of the mechanism, agonisingly constructed by thous- ands of officials from more than 150 countries over a decade and a half, for the world to try to deal with its greatest threat.  

    United Nations scientists now predict that global average temperatures may rise by up to 6C by the end of the century in a profound climatic destabilisation that will result in fiercer storms and rising sea levels.

    In large areas of the world, agriculture may become impossible; other parts may become uninhabitable because of flooding, hurricanes, increased disease, or the disappearance of the land. This will take place while the earth's population is rising towards 10 billion or more.

    Ironically, Mr Illarionov's announcement coincided with the publication of a UN report suggesting that skiing would soon be impossible in many European winter resorts because rising temperatures are leading to the disappearance of snow.

    Although diplomats were trying last night to clarify the status of the Russian announcement, its unequivocal nature is the clearest sign that Moscow sees too many drawbacks in the pact to limit emissions of the greenhouse gases, principally carbon dioxide from motor vehicles and electricity generation, which are causing the atmosphere to heat.

    Since the treaty was agreed in December 1997, 120 countries including Britain have ratified it, but its fate has hung by a Russian thread since President George Bush, the oilman son of an oilman father, withdrew the US from it in March 2001, also alleging a threat to economic competitiveness.

    To take effect, the treaty has to be ratified by nations responsible for 55 per cent or more of the greenhouse gas emissions of the industrialised countries in 1990. In the absence of the US, the world's biggest emitter with 25 per  cent of the total, this could not be achieved without the Russian contribution

of 17 per cent.

    Mr Illarionov did not mince his words when he made his announcement after a meeting between President Putin and European businessmen. "In its current form, this protocol cannot be ratified," he said. "The Kyoto protocol places significant limitations on the economic growth of Russia. It's impossible to

undertake responsibilities that place serious limits on the country's growth."

    The chances of the protocol being substantially renegotiated to satisfy Mr Illarionov are nil, so it is in its current form that it will stand or fall.

    At the outset, Russia was confidently expected to ratify, but in the past 18 months Russian ministers and officials had raised increasing concerns by a series of will-we, won't-we statements. A decision had been expected next spring after the Russian elections.

    There have been rumours over the past few months that the Americans have been putting pressure on the Russians to pull out of Kyoto. American withdrawalmeant the loss of one of Kyoto's biggest attractions for the Russians - the chance to sell to the US, for billions of dollars, their notional surplus

emissions of greenhouse gases, brought about by the collapse of Russian heavy industry in the 1990s.

    This year has produced new evidence of a rapidly changing and destabilising climate. India, Sri Lanka and the US have registered record high temperatures, rainfall and tornadoes; Europe has seen record heatwaves, unprecedented forest fires and great rivers, such as the Po in Italy, reduced to a trickle.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Fly lower to cut climate impact 

     By Paul Rincon 

     BBC News Online science staff 

     Flying aircraft 6,000 feet (1.8 kilometres) below current altitudes could  help curb the contribution to climate change made by aircraft. 

     UK scientists say this would result in a 47% reduction in contrails, the exhaust  streams produced by aircraft. 

     Contrails can evolve into cirrus clouds that may trap terrestrial radiation, driving  up global temperatures. 

     The suggestion comes out of computer modelling at Manchester Metropolitan University and other institutions. 

     "Climate change is a real, measurable phenomenon," said Manchester's Professor David Lee, an author of the research who was speaking at the Science Media Centre in London. 

     Cirrus clouds - typically thin and wispy - occur about 20,000 feet (6 km) over  the Earth's surface, and above. They are composed of ice crystals that form  through the freezing of super-cooled water droplets. 

     3D simulation 

     The researchers came to their conclusions by developing a computer simulation  model of the total global aircraft traffic. This took account of different flying routes, altitudes, flight frequencies, and aircraft types. 

     They also used meteorological data to calculate where the aircraft would hit conditions favourable for contrails, or condensation trails. The exhaust clouds  form more frequently where there is high atmospheric humidity. 

     This simulation was then played through a 3D computer grid which revealed the contrail coverage produced by the virtual air traffic. 

     This can be used to calculate the contrail contribution to the total climate change effect from aviation which is assessed using a measure known as radiative forcing. 

     This describes how an environmental process affects the energy balance of the  Earth and atmosphere. 

     The team tried several scenarios in which they looked at the effect of flying  aircraft 2,000, 4,000 and 6,000 feet below their current levels. Flying aircraft at  6,000 feet below their current altitudes reduced the contrail coverage by 47%  in the simulation. 

     Conventional altitudes for commercial aircraft are between 20,000 (6 km) and  40,000 feet (12 km). 

     Icy clouds 

     Although contrails have been observed evolving into cirrus clouds, there are  currently no figures on their contribution to the formation of cirrus clouds  globally. 

     Dr Paul DeMott, an atmosphere scientist at Colorado State University, US, was cautious about the factors behind cirrus cloud formation on a worldwide scale. 

     "I think there is at least some potential impact of aircraft causing more  cloudiness, but you have to have the right conditions for cirrus cloud  formation," he said. 

     "I think it's fair to say, we're still not completely certain about the direction or  magnitude of cirrus clouds on [climate change]. We need to know more about their distribution in the atmosphere," he added. 

     The study is a joint project between nine different partners across Europe,  including Manchester Metropolitan University, the German Aerospace Centre  and the University of Oslo. 

     The UK Government's white paper on the future of aviation, expected next  month, will outline a 30-year strategy for the aircraft industry. 

     The industry has been looking at options for stabilising emission levels from  aircraft in line with projected passenger growth of 3-5% over a similar period. ___________________________________________________________________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

04 December 2003

General environment news

Towns to Get Air Quality Monitors

The East African Standard (Nairobi): City dwellers may soon breath easier - thanks to a Government plan to install air quality monitors in Nairobi and major urban centres. The Minister for Environment, Dr Newton Kulundu, said yesterday the monitors would help to determine the levels of pollution in towns for appropriate action. Kulundu, who also holds the Natural Resources and Wildlife portfolio, said the monitors would help determine the levels of pollution in towns, which are among the most polluted areas in the country. The Minister said the National Environmental Management Authority (Nema), which is a parastatal under his ministry has been directed to procure and install the equipment. Dr Kulundu said Kenya, being the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) headquarters, must lead by example by ensuring that the air is free of pollutants. He was speaking at his Maji House offices where the Nordic Development Fund regional manager, Mr. Magnus Magnusson, paid him a courtesy call. The minister said the use of plastics will also be banned in the next five years. Dr Kulundu said polythene remained a major problem in environment and waste management. Dr Kulundu admitted that afforestation programmes had been hampered by the suspension of over 800 forest officers for allegedly abetting illegal felling of trees. The minister said the Government was seeking funds for the planting of 80 million tree seedlings over the next five years. Mr. Magnusson said his country would co-finance projects which have been supported by development partners such as the World Bank, adding that they would identify priority projects to co-finance.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200312030054.html
World Bank urged to stop investing in harmful oil projects 

Paris, France (PANA) - A study on oil and mining projects financed by the World Bank in developing countries has recommended that the bank stop investing in these sectors, because of their harmful impact on the environment and people, a French NGO said in Paris. The NGO "Friends of the Earth," quoting the study said oil and mining projects were believed to be responsible for the upsurge of corruption and human rights violations in poor countries. It also denounced cases of intimidation, rape, torture and even killings associated with the exploitation of natural resources. The study was undertaken by an independent agency, "Extractive Industries Review (EIR), which held a series of consultations with industrialists and civil society organizations in parts of the world. From the consultations, it emerged that extractive industries contributed to the impoverishment of the local populations by keeping them of the pastures and forests and by polluting the watercourses, the study said. The EIR study urges the World Bank to ensure respect of human rights in the extractive industries. It also said there should be "free and enlightened consent" of the local communities and indigenous people affected by oil and mining projects. Informed sources said the EIR recommendations, to be discussed at a meeting planned for 11-13 December in Lisbon, Portugal, could lead to a revision of World Bank's support for such industries.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022991&dte=03/12/2003
Mozambique to list obsolete pesticides 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - An inventory of the obsolete pesticides begins in Mozambique in January as a first stage to implement government regulations on these products. Wednesday's issue of the daily paper "Noticias" reported that the ministry of agriculture has already organized seminars in the southern, central and the northern regions to train the staff who will deal with these pesticides. Noticias quoted the head of the Registration and Control of Pesticides department, Khalid Cassam, as saying this is the second such inventory to take place in Mozambique. The first exercise, in the late 1990s, reported 850 tonnes of pesticides, many of which were collected and re-exported. However, the re-export only occurred after public and media pressure forced the government to drop its initial plan to incinerate these toxic chemicals in the furnaces of the cement factory in the southern city of Matola. Cassam said that, since the first inventory was carried out, other quantities of pesticides had expired. Furthermore, the earlier project had not succeeded in listing all the obsolete pesticides then in the country. He explained that a new inventory was required to uncover the exact quantity of pesticides in the country, and prevent further accumulation of expired chemicals. The government regulations on pesticides that came into effect early this year establish that the cost of disposing of obsolete pesticides is to be charged to the owners.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023047&dte=03/12/2003
Ghana loses US$24 million yearly to bush fires 

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - Ghana loses about 24 million US dollars annually as a result of bush fires, according to Lands and Forestry Minister Dominic Fobih. He said Wednesday the figure could even be higher since most of the fires were not reported, warning that the contributions of forests to the growth of the country's economy were under threat. Timber ranks third after minerals and cocoa in Ghana's foreign exchange earnings, contributing about six percent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 11 percent of the total export earnings. Fobih said government had sought the assistance of the Dutch government for an anti-wildfire project in Ghanaian communities in Ashanti, Brong-Ahafo and the Eastern regions. Community-based organizations such as wildfire clubs and fire volunteer squads to help reduce the incidence of wildfires would be formed under the project. The groups are also to assist the communities on tree planting and clean-up campaigns. The Minister said the ministry has developed a draft policy to ensure consistency in legislation dealing with wildfires.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023019&dte=03/12/2003
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ROAP Media Update – 03 December 03


UN or UNEP in the news


SKI resorts 'doomed'
The Age, Australia, December 3, 2003 - None of Australia's ski resorts would be economically viable by 2070 under a worst case scenario outlined in a new UN report on global warming. 
The report, released today, warns the livelihoods of low altitude ski resorts in Australia, North America and central Europe were under threat from global warming. 
… "Climate change in the form of extreme weather events such as hurricanes, floods and droughts, is the greatest challenge facing the world. Clearly it is the poorest of the poor on continents like Africa, Asia and Latin America who are at the greatest risk, who are the most vulnerable," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 
"But this study on winter sports shows that it is not just the developing world that will suffer. Even rich nations are facing potentially massive upheavals with significant economic, social and cultural implications," Toepfer said. 
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/12/03/1070351593540.html

Joint evaluation report on HIV/AIDS situation in China launched – China Office

Economic Daily 2003-12-02- On the 16th World AIDS Day, a joint assessment report on HIV/AIDS situation in China was launched by the Ministry of Health (MOH) of China yesterday. The report was jointly produced by MOH and UN Theme Group on HIV/AIDS in China. According to the 2000-2002 monitoring data, a total of 840,000 HIV infections had been reported to MOH from all 31 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities. Among these, 80,000 patients had developed AIDS now in China. 1742 patients developed AIDS and 716 died in 2001 and 2002. HIV infections caused by all transmission routes are increasing in absolute numbers. Most new cases are still related to sharing of needles among IDU. The factors of its prevalence are complicated and it is being transmitted rapidly. Low use rate of condoms, blood transfusion and poverty are also causes.   

Compensation for countries hit by global warming demanded
The Independent – Bangladesh, December  2, 2003 (STAFF REPORTER) - Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon (BAPA) has demanded immediate implementation of Kyoto Protocol and compensation for the countries affected by the global warming. The demands came yesterday at a rally held in front of the local mission of the United Nations housed in the IDB Bhaban. The rally was organised against the backdrop of the on-going ninth United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) being held in Italy. 
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/dec/02/02122003mt.htm#A5 



General Environment News


Project to assess energy reserves – China Office
China Daily 2003-12-02- A nationwide project is being launched to assess the potential capacity of China's oil and natural gas resources, a senior official from the Ministry of Land and Resources said yesterday.

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2003-12/02/content_286385.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE

UNEP or UN in the news

EFFET DE SERRE Réunion de l'ONU à Milan 
La Russie menace de ne pas ratifier Kyoto

C. M. (avec AFP) 
[03 décembre 2003] 

[image: image1.png]





En annonçant hier que la Russie ne ratifierait pas le protocole de Kyoto, par la voix de son conseiller économique Andreï Illarionov, la Russie a jeté un pavé dans la mare. Ce dernier, qui s'exprimait au terme d'une rencontre du président russe avec des industriels européens, a justifié cette décision par des impératifs économiques. «Le protocole de Kyoto, dans sa forme actuelle, pose des limites significatives à la croissance économique de la Russie» et celle-ci «ne peut» le ratifier. Il a notamment souligné qu'il serait injuste que la Russie doive réduire ses émissions de gaz à effet de serre, alors que ce n'est le cas ni des États-Unis, qui ont rejeté en 2001 le protocole de Kyoto, ni de la Chine, qui ne fait pas partie des pays développés assujettis aux obligations de ce texte. …

En haut lieu, on ne s'affole pas pour autant. Michael Williams, porte-parole de l'ONU, a fait part de son «optimisme» sur la ratification, un jour, de ce texte, rappelant que «la Russie a donné des signaux contradictoires concernant Kyoto dans les derniers mois». «Ce n'est pas une nouvelle, M. Poutine avait déjà dit fin septembre qu'il examinait le pour et le contre de Kyoto», a de son côté estimé le chef de la délégation italienne aux négociations de l'ONU, Corado Clini, qui représente la présidence de l'Union européenne. 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20031203.FIG0120.html
Libération, 3 décembre : Un éclat russe qui menace Kyoto

«Dans sa forme actuelle, le protocole de Kyoto ne peut être ratifié.» En pleine conférence des Nations unies sur le climat à Milan, la déclaration d'Andreï Illarionov, conseiller économique de Poutine, a fait mouche. Selon lui, le protocole sur la limitation des gaz à effet de serre impose de trop fortes limites à la croissance économique du pays. Seulement voilà, personne ne semble prendre sa sortie au sérieux. Il a lancé son pavé dans la mare depuis Moscou, sans même en parler à la délégation russe présente à Milan.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=162027

Environment related news

Le Figaro, 2 December : L'influence humaine déterminante dans les changements climatiques

WASHINGTON (AFP) - Le climat actuel est fortement influencé par les activités humaines et "nous nous aventurons dans l'inconnu" aux conséquences potentiellement dévastatrices, selon des experts américains du climat, qui s'expriment dans la revue Science.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/031202225722.a5snqc8s.html
Libération, 3 décembre : Développement durable. L'entreprise annonce un plan pour réduire sa consommation de bois exotique.
La SNCF prête à déboiser ses voies

A défaut de gagner toutes les guerres, les écologistes remportent parfois quelques batailles. Sous les pressions conjuguées de plusieurs associations environnementales (Les amis de la Terre, Robin des Bois, Greenpeace...), la SNCF a annoncé hier qu'elle avait réduit de 50 % son utilisation de bois exotique en 2003 (par rapport à 2002) et qu'elle se fixait pour 2006 l'objectif de réduire encore de 50 % sa consommation actuelle. Un vrai défi quand on sait que le groupe a acheté en 2002 plus de 11 000 m3 de ce type de bois, essentiellement de l'azobé d'Afrique (non certifié), pour construire quelque 88 000 traverses de son réseau ferré. C'est même ​ grande première ! ​ en travaillant avec Greenpeace que la direction du développement durable et de l'environnement de l'entreprise est parvenue à réduire ses commandes de bois provenant de forêts primaires hautement menacées.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=162028
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Good afternoon.  Welcome to the visitors from BBC.  Nice to have you here.

           **Guests at Noon

           Our guest at the noon briefing today will be Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for

     Peacekeeping Affairs.  He’s a surprise guest.  We didn’t tell you yesterday he would be here.  He’ll be accompanied     by Martin Barber, the Director of the Mine Action Service of the Peacekeeping Department.  They’ll be here to launch     the report, “Portfolio of Mine Action Projects in 2004”.

           **SG Speech

           Yesterday evening, in his speech to the Los Angeles World Affairs Council, the Secretary-General recalled the  great achievements of multilateralism under US leadership in the twentieth century and urged Americans to help  preserve and build on them for the twenty-first century.

           He said that leadership will be more admired than resented, and more effective, if it is exercised through a

     multilateral framework and when it is based on strengthening the rule of law in international affairs.  Amid the

     acrimonious debate going on in the world today, the Secretary-General said, between the coalition that acted in Iraq   and those who opposed it, “the relevance and importance of the United Nations has, in some quarters, been called into  question”.

           But he contended that recent events have only underlined the need for the United Nations.  “Collective action”,    he said, “is needed to stem the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and to rebuild shattered societies.”

           **SG in Los Angeles

           In just a few moments, the Secretary-General is scheduled to attend a public session of the Los Angles City

     Council.  He will welcome the Council’s adoption yesterday of a resolution in support of the Millennium Development  Goals of the United Nations.  He will tell the members of the Council that, as representatives of city dwellers, they  have an important role to play, as more than half of humankind now lives in cities.  Cities, like Los Angeles, he will  say, can be vehicles for peace in the broadest sense of the word.

           Later in the afternoon, he’ll address a luncheon honouring the Roots of Peace organization, which is dedicated to fighting landmines.  Since the anti-personnel landmine Ottawa Convention was opened for signature exactly six  years ago today, the Secretary-General will say, millions of landmines have been destroyed.

           Following the luncheon, the Secretary-General and Nane Annan will visit an AIDS clinic jointly run by the

     University of Southern California and Los Angeles County.  The centre is a family-centred treatment facility, which also  focuses on the prevention of mother-to-child HIV/AIDS transmission.  In that regard, it has a 100 per cent success rate  for women who delivered under their care.

           This evening, the Secretary-General will deliver remarks at the fiftieth Anniversary Gala of the UNICEF Goodwill  Ambassadors.  The evening will benefit UNICEF with proceeds going to a fund dedicated to the rehabilitation of  schools by the late Audrey Hepburn.  The Secretary-General will honour 50 years of advocacy work by celebrities on  behalf of children worldwide.

           Later today, Nane Annan is scheduled to visit a multicultural public school in Los Angeles, where she will visit  a kindergarten class and give a slide show on the United Nations and its work to about 100 elementary students aged  eight to 10.  The visit to Menlo Avenue School is organized by the American Forum for Global Education, publisher of  Mrs. Annan’s two books for children, and the United Nations Foundation.

           **International Advisory Board of Development Fund for Iraq

           The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, the International Monetary Fund, the United Nations  and the World Bank are pleased to announce that the first organizational meeting of the International Advisory and  Monitoring Board (IAMB) of the Development Fund for Iraq is to take place on the 5th of December.

           To this effect, the following representatives of the heads of the member institutions of the IAMB have been  named.  For the International Monetary Fund, it will be Bert Keuppens, Senior Adviser of the Finance Department.  For  the United Nations, it will be Jean-Pierre Halbwachs, Assistant Secretary-General and Controller.  For the World Bank,  it will be Fayezul Choudhury, Vice-President and Controller.  And the representative of the head of the Arab Fund for  Economic and Social Development is to be named shortly.  Each representative will have a designated alternate  representative.

           The IAMB’s Terms of Reference were agreed upon on 21 October by the four institutions.  And the purpose of  the IAMB is to promote the objectives set forth in Security Council resolution 1483 of ensuring that the Development  Fund for Iraq (DFI) is used in a transparent manner for the purposes set out in operative paragraph 14 of that resolution,  and that export sales of petroleum, petroleum products and natural gas from Iraq are made consistent with prevailing  international market best practices.

           **UNMOVIC

           Since its withdrawal from Iraq last month, the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection

     Commission, or UNMOVIC, has continued with its work, including analysing biological samples and doing technical evaluation of Iraq’s Al-Samoud 2 missiles.

           The Commission informs the Security Council, in its latest quarterly report on its work, that up through the end of November, it was not provided with the results of investigations by the US-led Iraq Survey Group, other than a  statement made to the public on its interim progress report.  The Survey Group has not given the Commission that  report.

           The Commission continues to store equipment for its activities in Cyprus, as well as some in Baghdad, but its core professional staff by the end of this year will have been reduced to 51, a 10 per cent reduction since the last quarter.

           The Security Council will discuss the UNMOVIC report in consultations scheduled for next Monday.

           **Security Council

           The Council is holding consultations today on Somalia and other matters.  The Council President, Bulgarian  Ambassador Stefan Tafrov, in his capacity as the Chairman of the Security Council Committee on Somalia, briefed on  the mission to the region, which he led last month, as well as on the report issued by the panel of experts on Somalia.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           From the Democratic Republic of the Congo, we have reports from the United Nations mission there of an

     operation conducted yesterday to free a number of people held by local militias north-west of Bunia.  According to the United Nations mission, the operation near the town of Djugu, led to the liberation of three civilian prisoners, who were languishing in an underground jail, and of 34 women, who were being held as sexual slaves in the camp of the militia  group known as the Nationalist Integrationist Front/Ituri Popular Resistance Forces.  The mission arrested four militia  leaders and seized a number of weapons and anti-personnel mines.

           **Rwanda

           Three prominent media figures were convicted today for genocide and crimes against humanity by the

     International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, which deemed that they had used the media to incite Hutus to murder the  Tutsi population.  The Court, in its judgement today, affirmed, “The power of the media to create and destroy  fundamental human values comes with great responsibility.  Those who control such media are accountable for its consequences.”

           The convictions were the first to address the role of the media in international criminal justice since World War II.

           We have a press release with more details upstairs.

           **AIDS and Corporate Responsibility

           Seven global companies with operations in developing countries announced today that they will use their

     facilities, employees and other infrastructure to expand workplace HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment programmes into  communities where they operate.  The companies are AngloAmerican, Chevron Texaco, DaimlerChrysler, Eskom,  Heineken, Lafarge and Tata Steel.  By using infrastructure that was created to serve their employees, this corporate  contribution will reduce the start-up and running costs of public programmes.

           The Global Business Coalition on HIV/AIDS and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria  applaud the initiative and encourage concrete proposals with country partners by early next year.

           **FAO:  Action Against Illegal Fishing

           The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization is calling for greater efforts to combat illegal, unreported and  unregulated fishing.  According to an FAO report released yesterday in Rome, illegal fishing is on the rise in many  places as people seek to avoid stricter rules established in response to declining fish stocks.  The situation is  particularly grave given that 75 per cent of the world’s fisheries are already being fully exploited, over-exploited or  depleted, says the report.

           There’s more information upstairs.

           **Kosovo

           Harri Holkeri, the head of the United Nations Mission in Kosovo, has decided to suspend 12 Kosovo police officers with pay for six months, while an investigation looks into their actions during an attack that took place on the Loziste Bridge this past April.  The suspensions are without prejudice to the results of the investigations and do not  assume the officers’ guilt.  The mission made clear that it is important to ensure that the findings of the inquiry are  followed up to protect the good name of the Kosovo Protection Corps.

           **ICTY

           Yesterday in The Hague, a Bosnian Serb was sentenced to 27 years in prison for his role in the murder,

     inhuman treatment and forcible transfer of Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica and Potocari.  The International Criminal  Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia ruled that Momir Nikolic, who had pleaded guilty to persecution, had been in a  position of authority, and that the sentence given would be appropriate to the gravity of the crimes committed.  It also  took account of his guilty plea as a mitigating factor.

           We have a press release on that.

           Today, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia is meeting with health and welfare

     professionals from Bosnia and Herzegovina, to discuss the physical, emotional and psychological needs of the

     Tribunal’s witnesses.  The talks will help to provide preparation and follow-up services to meet the witnesses’ needs.

           **International Day of Disabled Persons

           Today is the International Day of Disabled Persons.  This year, the theme of the International Day is that

     persons with disabilities should have voices of their own and not be stereotyped in the mainstream media as

     inspirational figures.  The Day also calls attention to the commitments made by governments to provide full

     participation and equal opportunities for the disabled.

           In his message, the Secretary-General calls the media and NGOs key partners in the process of empowering  the disabled and adds that we should listen to disabled persons not just on this day but every day.  In another  message, the Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights focuses on last week’s decision by the General Assembly  to work towards an International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with  Disabilities.

           Both messages and a programme of related activities being held today at Headquarters are available upstairs.

           **Budget

           Trinidad and Tobago today paid more than $36,000 to become the 124th Member to pay its regular budget

     dues to the United Nations in full for this year.

           **Press Conference Tomorrow

           Last announcement for today, the press conference tomorrow will be at 11:15 with Hans Corell, the UN Legal  Counsel, to talk about the Anti-Corruption Convention signing conference, which will take place in Mexico from the 9th  to the 11th of December.

           That’s all I have for you. Any questions?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  The Secretary-General in his speech to the Los Angeles World Affairs Council said the biggest

     enemy is fear.  Does he think that fear predominates in the world and was he echoing President Roosevelt?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t know if he was echoing President Roosevelt.  But on

     philosophical items, why don’t we discuss that after the briefing.  Yes?

           Question:  Can you tell us where this meeting is happening over the weekend, the high-panel meeting?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  We haven’t announced it yet.  When I’m given that information, I’ll  share it with you.

           Anything else?  Michele.

           Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President

           Thank you, Fred.

           Good afternoon.  I’m sorry for being late today.  I was getting the vote records for you from the General

     Assembly.  The GA met this morning on the question of Palestine.  Six draft resolutions were voted on; one sponsored  by 24 Member States and the Observer Mission of Palestine concerned the peaceful settlement of the question of  Palestine.  The General Assembly, by a vote of 160 in favour, 6 against and 5 abstentions, reaffirms its full support for  the Middle East peace process, which began in Madrid, and existing agreements between Israeli and Palestinian sides.  It stresses the necessity for the establishment of a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East and welcomes in this regard the efforts of the Quartet.

           The General Assembly calls upon both parties to fulfil their obligations in the implementation of the Road Map  by taking parallel and reciprocal steps in this regard and stresses the importance and urgency of establishing a credible and effective third-party monitoring mechanism, including all members of the Quartet.  It stresses the     necessity for commitment to the vision of the two-State solution and the principle of land for peace, as well as the

     implementation of Security Council resolutions 242, 338, 1397 of 2002 and 1515 of 2003.  This resolution stresses the  continued economic, humanitarian and technical assistance to the Palestinian people.  As I mentioned earlier, the  recorded vote was 160 in favour.

           On the subject of Jerusalem, the General Assembly, by a majority of 155 votes, also reiterates its

     determination that any action taken by Israel to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the holy city of  Jerusalem are illegal and, therefore, null and void.

           One resolution of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People was

     adopted by 97 votes.  In this case, we have 60 abstentions and 7 against.  As you probably know, there had been talks this year from some Member States of eliminating the Committee.

           Another resolution requesting the Secretary-General to provide the Division for Palestinian Rights of the

     Secretariat with the necessary resources was also adopted with 98 votes in favour.

           One hundred fifty-nine Member States voted in favour of the Secretariat’s special information programme on  the question of Palestine with 6 votes against and 6 abstentions.

           The question of the construction of the wall will, as you know, be the subject of the tenth emergency session,  which will be resumed on Monday morning, 8 December, after a request, as you know, from the Arab Group.

           I will keep this short today because I know we have some guests.  If you have any questions?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  If not, I’ll ask Jean-Marie Guéhenno and Martin Barber to come up.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Warming" ��International Herald Tribune - �PRIVATE��Ski resorts at risk from warming, UN warns*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��The State - �PRIVATE��U.N. Reports Warming Effects on Ski Areas�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Climb" ��Swissinfo - Ski  resorts begin uphill climb�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kitzbuehl" ��Bloomberg - Kitzbuehl Among Ski Areas Affected by Global Warming�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��Courier Mail (Queensland, Australia) -UN warns of threat to low ski resorts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Artificial snow" ��AAP NEWSFEED -Artificial snow could be key to survival of Aust skiing�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Resorts" ��Akron Beacon Journal (Ohio) - Global warming may hurt ski resorts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Slopes" ��Chicago Tribune - UN predicts downhill turn for ski slopes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��Olympic.Org - 5TH World Conference on Sport and the Environment adopts   positive measures�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Business line - Call to check illegal trade of ozone-depleting substances�


*Also printed in Detroit Freee Press, Deseret News, Utah
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