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2/03/2003 04:06:13 

Environmental conflicts to top UN meeting in Kenya 

Agence France Presse via NewsEdge Corporation : NAIROBI, Jan 31 (AFP) - Environmental problems

caused by conflicts from the Middle East to Afghanistan will be tackled at a ministerial gathering in

Kenya next week, a UN Environment Programme (UNEP) official said Friday. 

The meeting will also review the results of the World Summit on Sustainable Development held last

year in Johannesburg, South Africa, UNEP Deputy Executive Director Shafqat Kakakhel told a press

conference. 

"The Johannesburg plan of implementation has given us a blueprint for delivering a cleaner,

healthier and more stable world," Kakakhel declared. 

"Our meeting is about making this blueprint, this road-map for fighting poverty that respects people

and nature, operational." 

Delegates from more than 100 countries are expected at the meeting of the 22nd UNEP Governing

Council, to be held between next Monday and Friday, when Kakakhel said they will look at

environmental problems caused by conflict in the Palestinian territories and Afghanistan. 

Ministers will also examine how UNEP can improve its support to African countries, Kakakhel said,

citing the examples of environmental damage to Kenyan mountains and water sources such as the

Aberdare range and Mount Kenya. 

Mountain range forests across Kenya have been almost decimated for fuel wood, which accounts for

80 percent of energy supplies, as only nine percent of the population is connected to electricity

supplies. 

Mount Kenya, a world heritage site, has suffered years of illegal logging and charcoal production,

leading to soil erosion, damage to rivers and water supplies. 

The logging has also seen a high cost in precious indigenous trees and wildlife, on which locals

depended for medicine and tourism revenues. 

"There is an urgent need for the government to consider the state of forest destruction and

degradation as a national disaster," Kenyan Environment Minister Newton Kulundu told the press

briefing. 

A survey by UNEP experts points out that the environment of poor countries was at risk because of

the globalised world's uncontrolled and insensitive trade. 

The phasing out of lead in gasoline and enhancing civil society engagement in environmental issues

will also be on the agenda. 

The ministers will be joined at the end of the session by youths from 45 countries worldwide to plant

over 4,000 trees at the Ngong Forest sanctuary in Nairobi's southwest suburbs. 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

February 3, 2003 Monday 7:35 AM Eastern Time 

Ministers, experts hold UN talks on environment and poverty 

A governing council of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) opened Monday in Kenya, among ministers

      and experts who will discuss how to implement pledges made by world leaders at last year's Earth Summit. 

      "We have to fight poverty so as to reduce the gap between the rich and poor and also endeavour to make

      the environment more sustainable," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the opening session of the five-day meeting. 

      More than 100 environment ministers have gathered in Nairobi, where UNEP has its headquarters, to discuss  the most pressing environmental problems and progress on measures agreed at the summit in Johannesburg five months ago. "The success of the Johannesburg Agreement is not based on any timetable, but on the  need for its implementation," Toepfer said. 

      That sumit had provided "a road map" for developmment, he added, declaring that ministers had "a

      convincing basis to address serious problems of the most vulnerable among us". 

      Among those most at risk are the least developed and poorest countries as well as small island states, the

      UNEP chief executive said. 

      Toepfer also pointed out that the council should look at ways of tackling both the opportunities and the

      risks of globalisation, with the challenges of increasing poverty and environmental degradation. 

      Uganda's Environment Minister Ruhakana Rugunda was elected president of the UNEP Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum, taking over from his Canadian counterpart David Anderson. 

      Ruganda vowed to "use this office to promote down-to-earth implementation of environment as a

      sustainable development programme." 

      He said "the first task is to ensure that this governing council session discusses substantive issues and

      agrees on concrete proposals to implement the recommendations of the World Summit on Sustainable

      Development. 

      "I will ensure that the governing council conducts its sessions in a manner that accommodates your views

      and environmental issues." 

      Toepfer said it "was most fitting to have Rugunda, president of the African Ministerial Conference on the

      Environment, honoured by environment ministers of the world to lead the 22nd session of UNEP's governing council." 

      UNEP's Deputy Executive Director Shafqat Kakakhel said Friday that, among other issues, ministers would  study African deforestation and environmental problems caused by conflict in the Palestinian territories and Afghanistan. 

      Mountain forests across Kenya have been decimated as people chop down the trees for their wood, which

      accounts for 80 percent of fuel supplies, as only nine percent of the population is connected to electricity

      supplies. 

      The outgoing Anderson urged delegates to make "the environment a central element in integrated solutions

      to development, whether here in Africa or elsewhere." 

      UN Secretary General Kofi Annan asked ministers to maintain partnerships forged in Johannesburg, regarding  issues ranging "from coral reefs and clean drinking water to cleaner vehicle fuels and the air that we all  breath." 

      "Protecting the environment and fighting poverty are often two sides of the same coin -- compatible and

      mutually reinforcing goals, rather than a zero-sum game," Annan said in a speech read by Kakakhel. 

      Kenyan Environment Minister Newton Kulundu said that the session came at a critical time in the history of efforts towards integrating economic, social and environmental concerns, as well as considering the cultural diversity. 

      "Kenya believes that although poverty is seen to be a problem of poor nations, it also negatively impacts

      rich nations," Kulundu said. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

February 3, 2003 Monday 4:39 AM Eastern Time 

UN environment group opens Kenya meeting, urges fight against poverty 

A five-day meeting of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) governing council opened in the Kenyan

      capital Monday with fresh calls for intensifying the fight against poverty and working for a sustainable

      environment. 

      "We have to fight poverty so as to reduce the gap between the rich and poor and also endeavor to make

      the environment more sustainable," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the opening session,

      attended by more than 100 environment ministers from around the world. "We continue to face the risk of

      environmental degradation and increasing poverty in the world," Toepfer said. 

      He said the meeting, which will last until Friday, will follow up on pledges that were made during the Earth

      Summit in South Africa five months ago and seek to implement them. 

      "The success of the Johannesburg Agreement is not based on any timetable, but on the need for its

      implementation," Topfer said. 

      UNEP's Deputy Executive Director Shafqat Kakakhel told journalists here on Friday that during the five-day

      meeting the ministers will look at environmental problems caused by the conflict in the Palestinian territories

      and Afghanistan. 

      He said they will also examine how UNEP can improve its support to African countries, citing the examples of

      environmental damage to Kenyan mountains and water sources such as the Aberdare range and Mount

      Kenya. 

      Mountain forests across Kenya have been decimated as people chop down the trees for their wood, which

      accounts for 80 percent of fuel supplies, as only nine percent of the population is connected to electricity

      supplies. 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream 

February 3, 2003 Monday 8:39 AM Eastern Time 

World environment ministers begin weeklong meeting in Nairobi 

BYLINE: MATTHEW ROSENBERG; Associated Press Writer 

NAIROBI, Kenya - World environment ministers begin a week of meetings in Nairobi on Monday on how to

      balance economic development and increasingly open trade with environmental concerns. 

      Much of the talk at the opening of the 22nd meeting of the Governing Council of the U.N. Environment

      Program, a biannual get-together, focused on how to build on the agreements and initiatives that came out

      of least year's World Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

      "We begin our work today in a difficult and uncertain international environment," said Klaus Toepfer, the

      executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP. "We continue to face the risks of

      accelerating environmental degradation as well as the challenge of minimizing the risks of globalization while

      taking advantage of the opportunities." He told delegates that the outcome of the World Summit - such as

      agreements on reducing biodiversity loss and increasing the availability in the developing world of chemicals

      that don't deplete the ozone layer - "provides us with a ... road map for sustainability on the planet." 

      But, "the demand is for implementation," he said. 

      One of the problems countries face in implementing environmental initiatives is a lack of knowledge among

      judges of environmental issues and law. 

      Environmental cases often present judges with a challenges "because they involve scientific debates without

      clear answers, facts that aren't 100 percent agreed upon," said Arthur Chaskalson, South Africa's chief

      justice 

      There are usually "no clear and certain solutions to the problems brought in front of courts," he said. 

      Compounding those problems is the fact that when many judges went to law school, the field of

      environmental law barely existed, he said. There is a need to educate judges and lawyers about the

      expanding body of environmental laws and international agreements, and improve environmental legal

      education at law schools, he said. 

      Delegates selected Ugandan Environment Minister Ruhakana Rugunda as the new president of UNEP's

      governing council. He succeeds David Anderson, the environment minister of Canada, who has served since the last meeting in 2001. 

     ________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

February 3, 2003, Monday 11:12 AM Eastern Time 

 World environment ministers meet at UNEP session 

NAIROBI, Feb. 3 (Xinhua) --Environment ministers and other senior officials from around the world met here

      Monday to discuss issues ranging from environmental governance to leaded gasoline. 

      "The world now understands, more than ever before, that prosperity at the expense of the environment is

      no prosperity at all," UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message to the 22nd session of the United

      Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council and the fourth Global Ministerial Environment

      Forum, which opened Monday at the UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, capital of Kenya. 

      Environment ministers and other senior government officials from over 100 countries, as well as

      representatives of UN agencies, international organizations, academia, business, industry and

      non-governmental organizations, attended the week-long meeting. Coming five months after the World

      Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa, the meeting is expected to

      consider a wide range of topics, including emerging policy issues, the role of civil society, international

      environmental governance, linkages among environment-related conventions, and the outcomes of the

      WSSD. 

      "We must sustain the partnerships forged at the WSSD, in areas from coral reefs and clean drinking water to

      cleaner vehicle fuels and the air that we all breathe," Annan said in the message. 

      The annual meeting will also include special side events and exhibitions on new and recent UNEP initiatives

      and reports on issues such as the work of the Post Conflict Unit in Afghanistan, the eradication of leaded

      gasoline worldwide, and the collaborative partnerships in the water management field. 

      Speaking at the opening session, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said: "We have to fight poverty so

      as to reduce the gap between the rich and poor and also endeavor to make the environment more

      sustainable." 

      "The success of the Johannesburg Agreement is not based on any timetable, but on the need for its

      implementation," Toepfer said. 

      He also stressed that the UNEP Governing Council should look at ways of tackling both the opportunities and

      risks of globalization, with the challenges of increasing poverty and environmental degradation. 

      Ugandan Environment Minister Ruhakana Rugunda was elected president of the UNEP Governing Council and

      the Global Ministerial Environment Forum, replacing his Canadian counterpart David Anderson. 

      LOAD-DATE: February 3, 2003

__________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

 February 3, 2003, Monday 5:13 PM Eastern Time 

Ugandan minister elected president of UNEP governing council 

      BODY: 

      NAIROBI, Feb. 3 (Xinhua) --Ugandan Minister for Water, Lands and Environment Ruhakana Rugunda was on

      Monday elected president of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council. 

      The election was held on Monday morning at a meeting of the 22nd session of the UNEP Governing Council

      and Global Ministerial Environment Forum which is underway at the UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, capital of

      Kenya. Rugunda takes over from his Canadian counterpart David Anderson who has led the UNEP Governing

      Council for the past two years. 

      Reacting to his election at this post, Rugunda acknowledged the tremendous work done by his predecessor

      and indicated his intention to strengthen what has been achieved. 

      He said his election is not only an honor to his country but also an honor to Africa. 

      "I will use this office to promote down to earth implementation of environment and sustainable development

      programs," he told journalists.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

UN urges 'drastic' cuts in  mercury

               More extreme weather could exacerbate the problem

              By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent in Nairobi 

              The threat to health from mercury emissions is far more widespread than previously supposed, the United Nations says. 

               It is urging governments to introduce drastic reductions 

               A United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) report says 70% of mercury emissions of human origin come from coal-fired power stations. 

               Yet the technology to  eliminate most of them  already exists. 

               The report, Global Mercury Assessment, will be discussed at the meeting here of Unep's governing council from 3 to 7 February. 

               Mercury is a naturally occurring metal released into the environment from rocks and soils, and in volcanic eruptions. But human activities, including mining,  industry and power generation, are continually adding more. 

               Once released, mercury can travel long distances. 

               Contaminated seafood 

               Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said at the report's launch: "Mercury is a huge problem, a traveller without a passport, that spreads around the world in air and water. 

               "Action is necessary. We have to reduce drastically and as soon as possible the risk it poses to a lot of people."

               Dr Toepfer told BBC News Online: "With another global  health threat that especially affects children, lead in petrol, I am absolutely convinced we can reach agreement by 2005 to phase it out worldwide. 

               "I believe the aim of drastically reducing mercury from man-made sources is a must, too." 

               One of the commonest ways mercury affects people is  in one of its organic forms, methylmercury. 

               This was the cause of Minamata disease in Japan nearly 50 years ago, when more than 1,400 people died after eating contaminated seafood. 

               Methylmercury attacks the central nervous system; symptoms include numbness and steadiness, tiredness, ringing in the ears, and problems with vision,  hearing and speech. 

               Canadian seals 

               It is a particular risk to pregnant women and their foetuses, infants, children, and people whose diet includes a lot of fish. 

               Emerging evidence also links mercury to cardiovascular, thyroid and digestive problems. 

               The Unep report says that while fish provide nutrients often not available in other foods, mercury is a major threat to consumers, especially in large predatory species like tuna, shark and barracuda. 

               A study of women in the US found almost five million had mercury levels above the level considered safe by the US Environmental Protection Agency. 

               In northern Greenland 16% of the people have levels  above that which can be toxic to non-pregnant adults. 

               Animals and birds that prey on fish are also at risk, especially otters, mink, eagles and ospreys. 

               Mercury levels in Arctic ringed seals and beluga whales  have risen by between two and four times over the last 25 years in parts of Canada and Greenland. 

               There is recent evidence that mercury is damaging the  soil over much of Europe and possibly elsewhere. 

               Stormy weather 

               The report says coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators produce about 1,500 tonnes of atmospheric mercury emissions a year, with a further 4-500 tonnes  estimated to come from mining of gold and silver using basic, non-industrial methods. 

               It says higher temperatures, increased storminess and more extreme weather will increase releases of mercury from soils and sediments. 

               High levels of acidity in rivers and lakes also appear to trigger releases. 

               In Sweden, 50% of the lakes contain pike whose mercury limits exceed international health limits. 

               James Willis, head of Unep's chemicals division, told  BBC News Online: "There are technologies available already, like wet scrubbers, which will reduce mercury emissions from power stations by about 80%. 

               "Getting down to zero is something else. But what we  can do now is often cheap - and it can cut other  pollutants as well."

________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

February 3, 2003, Monday 5:13 PM Eastern Time 

Roundup: World faces increasing mercury poisoning 

      by Wang Jingzhong 

      NAIROBI, Feb. 3 (Xinhua) --Mercury poisoning of the earth has increased considerably since the on-set of

      the industrial age and put humans and wildlife at serious risk, the United Nations Environment Program

      (UNEP) warned Monday. 

      "Mercury is now present in various environmental media and food all over the globe at levels that adversely

      affect humans and wildlife," said UNEP in a report released on the sidelines of the UNEP Governing Council

      meeting in the Kenyan capital. 

      The report, compiled by an international team of experts, said that coal-fired power stations and waste

      incinerators now account for around 1,500 tons or 70 percent of new, quantified man-made mercury

      emissions to the atmosphere. 

      The lion's share is now coming from developing countries with emissions from Asia, at 860 tons followed by

      Africa, Europe and North America. "As combustion of fossil fuels is increasing in order to meet the growing

      energy demands of both developing and developed nations, mercury emissions can be expected to increase

      accordingly in the absence of the deployment of control technologies or the use of alternative energy

      sources," said the report. 

      Mining of gold and silver, which is happening in an increasing number of less developed nations, is another

      significant source of mercury pollution, releasing an estimated 400 to 500 tons of mercury annually to the

      air, soils, and waterways. 

      Mercury is used to extract these precious metals from ores, resulting in elevated exposures and risks for the

      miners and their families, as well as contamination of the local and regional environment. 

      Once in the atmosphere, this hazardous heavy metal can travel hundreds and thousands of miles,

      contaminating places far away from the world's sites where the pollution was originally discharged. 

      Temperature can also influence releases of mercury from contaminated sediments and soils into rivers, lakes

      and other freshwaters, the report suggested. 

      Here it can convert to methylmercury, one of its most poisonous and hazardous forms, and build up in fish

      and other aquatic life forms with potentially harmful impacts on adults and infants. 

      Numerous studies have linked brain damage in babies to mercury poisoning of their mothers as a result of

      eating contaminated fish. 

      A study of women in the United States, also cited in the new report, has found that about one in twelve

      women, or just under five million have mercury levels in their bodies above the level considered safe by the

      US Environmental Protection Agency. 

      Just three years ago, the United States Research Council estimated that about 60,000 babies born each

      year in the United States could be at risk of brain damage with possible impacts ranging from learning

      difficulties to impaired nervous systems. 

      However, based on more recent exposure data published by the US Centers for Disease Control and

      Prevention, some scientists think the number of babies at risk could be as high as 300,000. 

      "Globally, the number could run into the millions," the report warned. 

      Acid rain, again often the result of power station pollution, may be aggravating the problem. 

      High levels of acidity in rivers, lakes and streams, also appears to trigger releases of mercury from soils and

      sediments and its conversion into methylmercury. 

      The findings may explain why so many fish in parts of the world where acid rain has been an issue are

      contaminated. 

      For example in southern and central Finland, an estimated 85 percent of pike weighing a kg or more, have

      methylmercury concentrations that exceed international health limits. 

      Other important sources of mercury releases include cement production, crematories, manufacture of

      electrical switches, thermometers, fluorescent lamps, and rubbish tips containing wastes such as old

      batteries. 

      Slash and burn agriculture and the clearing of forests may be increasing releases of mercury to rivers, said

      the report. 

      "There are many compelling scientific, environmental and health arguments for curbing pollution linked with

      energy production," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in a statement. 

      "The mercury report gives us another compelling reason to reduce society's dependence on carbon intensive

      energy supplies," he added. 

      The report is being presented to more than 100 environment ministers from across the world who are

      attending the five-day meeting, which opened Monday, and UNEP hoped that it will form the basis for

      political decisions that will set the course for global action on mercury for years to come. 

      The experts who have compiled the report are asking the governments attending the meeting to consider a

      list of options for addressing the dangers of mercury. 

      These include reducing risks by reducing or eliminating the production, use and release of mercury,

      substituting other non-mercury based products and processes, launching talks for a legally-binding treaty

      and establishing a non-binding global program of action. 

      They also recommend around a dozen "immediate actions" including public awareness programs targeted at

      sensitive populations such as pregnant women and pollution control technologies for power stations.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Warming role seen in mercury spread

               U.N. report urges developing countries to curb emissions

              NAIROBI, Feb. 3 — Mercury pollution must be tackled before  global warming exacerbates its toxic effects, the United  Nations warned Monday it its first report into the worldwide dangers posed by the heavy metal.

‘Things could get worse in the coming years as increases in temperature also appear to help the  spread of the mercury.’ 

    — KLAUS TOEPFER

    U.N. Environment Program director 

THE U.N. Environment Program said coal-fired power plants  and mining activity — particularly in developing countries — had tripled mercury levels in the air since pre-industrial times.

Mercury works its way into the food chain, with women and children most at risk from poisoning, which can cause brain and nerve damage resulting in impaired coordination, blurred vision, tremors, irritability and memory loss.

                                 The agency’s first report into the global impact of mercury pollution said more than 1,500 tons of the hazardous substance is  pumped into the skies every year by coal-fired power stations, more  than half of it from Asia.

                                 Small-scale mining, where mercury is used to help extract gold   and silver from ores, is another main source, releasing about  400-500 tons of mercury each year.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

February 3, 2003, 

Mercury contamination among environmental topics at U.N. conference 

An alarming report on the world-wide contamination of mercury is one of the topics to be addressed by the

      U.N. Environmental Program (UNEP) conference opened Monday in the Kenyan capital Nairobi. 

      Approximately 800 environmental politicians and experts from more than 100 countries are meeting on the

      implementation of the goals established at the Sustainable Development summit held in Johannesburg.

      Mercury contamination is far higher than previously known, according to deputy UNEP executive director

      Shafqat Kakakhel. 

      "It is estimated that one in 12 women in the U.S. have mercury-levels that go far over the limit with 300,000

      babies born there at risk. Worldwide there are millions." 

      Other topics at the conference, which ends Friday, include the effects of conflicts on the environment,

      specifically the situation in Afghanistan as well as in the Palestinian areas occupied by Israel. dpa pas pw

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

February 3, 2003 Monday 11:53 AM Eastern Time 

Coal power stations emitting high levels of harmful mercury: study 

      Coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators pollute the planet with 1,500 tonnes of mercury every year  in a major threat to human and wild life, a report released Monday by the UN Environment Programme  (UNEP) said. 

      "As combustion of fossil fuels is increasing in order to meet the growing energy demands of both developing  and developed nations, mercury emissions can be expected to increase," the report said. 

      The report, released on the sidelines of UNEP's governing council meeting in the Kenyan capital, said most  of the mercury emissions were coming from developing countries, Asia alone producing 860 tonnes. About 70  percent of the mercury used in industrial and manufactured goods was ending up in the air and seas on disposal, the report said. 

      Mercury pollution of the planet could be significantly reduced by curbing emissions from power stations, said the report compiled by an international team of experts and produced as about 100 environment ministers and experts gathered in Nairobi for five days of talks from Monday. 

      Numerous studies have linked brain damage in babies to mercury poisoning of their mothers as a result of

      eating contaminated fish, the reports said, noting that most people were primarily exposed to mercury

      poisoning by consumption of sea foods. 

      "People who eat higher amounts of contaminated fish or marine mammals, such as seals, may be at risk of

      mercury poisoning," according to the report. 

      Mercury exposure can also occur through dental amalgams and certain occupational activities or use of skin lightening creams and soaps, the report said. 

      "Mercury is a substance that can be transported in the atmosphere and in the oceans around the globe,

      travelling hundreds and thousands of miles from where it is emitted," UNEP's Executive Director Klaus

      Toepfer says in the report. 

      "This new report, requested from UNEP by governments two years ago, shows that the global environmental threat to humans and wildlife has not receded despite reductions in mercury discharges, particularly in  developed countries," Toepfer adds. 

      "Indeed it shows that the problems remain and appear, in some situations to be worsening as demand for

      energy, the largest source of human-made mercury emissions, climbs," he insists, urging reduced reliance on carbon-intensive energy supplies to curb mercury emissions. 

      The report will be discussed by environment ministers from across the world who are attending UNEP's

      governing council meeting. 

      The report gives other sources of mercury emissions as artisanal mining of gold and silver, a common

      practise in many developing countries, and through which an estimated 400-500 tonnes of mercury is

      released into the air, soils, and waterways every year. 

      "Mercury is used to extract these precious metals from ores, resulting in elevated exposures and risks for the miners and their families, as well as contamination of the local and regional environment," according to the  report. 

      str-jnm/gv/nb

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse 

February 3, 2003 Monday 5:12 PM Eastern Time 

UN ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME TO DISCUSS ASIAN BROWN CLOUD 

The United Nations Environment Programme will discuss the state of environment in the world at the meeting

      of its governing council and the global ministerial forum beginning from today at Nairobi in Kenya. 

      The meeting will discuss the controversial Asian Brown Cloud (ABC) and other issues, besides drawing the

      work programme of UNEP for 2004-05. K C Mishra, Secretary in Environment and Forests Ministry, is leading

      the Indian delegation to the five-day meet, an official release said here Saturday. 

      Global environment, emerging policy issues, role of civil society, internatiional environmental governance,

      outcome of the Johannesburg Summit on Sustainable Development and linkages among various international

      environment related conventions would come up for discussion. 

      ABC would figure during the consideration of the state of environment report prepared by the UNEP. India

      has taken objection to the conclusions drawn by the Executive Director of UNEP late last year in respect of

      ABC based on Indian Ocean Experiment (INDOEX) study, it said. 

      India is of the view that the conclusions were unnecessarily alarmist and were not substantiated by

      necessary scientific evidence, it said, adding India is likely to suggest a comprehensive study for

      understanding the haze phenomenon occurring due to particulate matters and aerosols all over the globe.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Indian Express 

February 3, 2003 

HAUNTED BY BIG, BROWN CLOUD, INDIA NOW WANTS WORLD TO LOOK ELSEWHERE 

India has a tough job on its hands as it wants the rest of the world to see through the haze of the Asian

      Brown cloud (ABC). In the crucial meet of 120 country ministers which starts in Nairobi on Monday, India's   first strategy was to get ABC dropped from the agenda. When it failed, the government is now planning to  move in an alternate draft that will ask the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to take up  further study around the globe instead of just limiting it to the Indian Ocean. It had generated enough heat  when UNEP released a report last year claiming that a dirty cloud - made of dust particles and aerosols -  stretching over miles hangs over the Indian Ocean. It was formed because of inefficient combustion from  factories, vehicles, burning trees and smoke from wood-burning and dung-burning stoves. When the  permanent representative in Nairobi was unable to get it deleted from the agenda, the foreign secretary was   asked to generate political support among like-minded countries like China and Indonesia to ensure that draft   decision on ABC is dropped in the forthcoming session. In a meeting held by the secretary Ministry of Environment and Forests, just before their departure, it was decided that in case it is not dropped, an  alternate draft has to be moved in quickly. ''While it is the job of the UNEP to inform and warn of impending  environmental solutions, it is not supposed to be alarmist,'' says the note prepared by the Indian government   to its delegation. India's worst fears are that the developed countries will use ABC as an excuse to take up  stringent measures that will have economic and social implications for India. The government claims that it is

      more of a political issue than an environmental one. In this five-day meet in Nairobi of the Governing

      Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, country representatives have gathered to prepare the agenda for managing the World's environment for the next two years. UNEP would also be tabling the draft of the 'State of the Environment' report that has a chapter dedicated to ABC. Scientists were split right down the middle when this report was released in London last August by Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director,  saying that it has a profound impact on human health, crop yields and rainfall pattern of the subcontinent.  The Environment and Forest Minister, T R Baalu, immediately issued a statement saying that it had been it  was an ''alarming report and not scientifically substantiated''. The report had been brought about by 250 of   world's leading scientists and 21 Indian scientists. A P Mitra, one of those who had done the report, said  that it was a preliminary report and never meant to be exhaustive. It will be clear in the next five days how  much of support India is able to garner for the ABC issue internationally.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

EU backs poor farmers'  seed use

               Saving seed is a traditional practice

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent in Nairobi The European Union is proposing two far-reaching curbs on the power of the biotechnology industry. 

               It says companies seeking patents should have to say  where they found any natural product they are

               appropriating. 

               The EU also says poor  farmers should be free to  continue their traditional  practice of saving and

               exchanging seeds, even ones already patented. 

               The proposals will be  discussed by the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

               They are outlined by the EU trade commissioner, Pascal Lamy, in the magazine Our Planet, published by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). 

               The governing council of Unep is meeting at its headquarters here from 3 to 7 February, and will be

               discussing ways to tackle poverty and environmental destruction by using poor countries' genetic resources to benefit them. 

               Traditional knowledge 

               The problem the EU is worried about is bio-piracy - the determination by some companies in developed countries to find and control natural resources or  traditional knowledge simply for profit. 

               The 1993 Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) tries to make sure that the benefits are shared between the exploiters and the communities from which they take their resources. 

               But many countries think the CBD may be fatally damaged by the Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights Agreement (Trips), agreed in 1995. 

               Mr Lamy says: "Indigenous or local groups in developing countries are right to expect to benefit               materially if their traditional knowledge is applied in ways that are shared via commercial initiatives and               trade. 

               "The EU is working on ways of helping developing countries rich in traditional knowledge to identify it and prevent it being undervalued or abused." 

               Seed exchange 

               So the EU is contributing a paper to be discussed by the Trips council, exploring its relationship with the CBD. 

               Mr Lamy says: "The key proposal in the paper is a means of obliging  applicants for patents who               have used the fruits of bio-prospecting [taking knowledge from developing countries] for  new products to disclose  the geographical origin of  any biological material used in biotech inventions.

               "At present, there is no such obligation. The paper also supports the idea of providing better protection for traditional knowledge,  and recognises the right of subsistence farmers in developing countries to re-use  and exchange seeds, even those covered by intellectual property rights, via so-called farmers' exemptions. 

               "Larger-scale commercial farmers would stay subject to more stringent rules." 

               If the EU's proposals are accepted, they will mean poor farmers need no longer fear they will be forced to buy fresh seeds annually from bio-tech companies, instead of saving some from the previous crop. 

               'Common good' 

               Farmers fear they might have to buy new seeds each  year if the ones sold by the companies had been patented and modified to make sure they produced  only one harvest. 

               Acceptance of the proposals could also mean traditional communities gaining real benefits from sharing their  knowledge and resources. 

               Unep's executive director, Dr Klaus Toepfer, says in Our  Planet the benefit-sharing which the CBD exists to promote "is all too often not working - or working too imperfectly. 

               "Sadly the genetic resources of one country or community are often treated as a public common good,  owned by nobody, free for all, without property rights." 

               It looks likely that Unep will come out strongly in favour of the sort of approach Mr Lamy has outlined. 

               Whether the WTO will agree to do so is another story, though - and so is the willingness of some               bio-prospectors to honour any agreement that may be reached. _____________________________________________________________________________________ Africa News 

February 3, 2003 Monday 

Kenyan Charcoal Exported to Middle East -Survey 

A survey carried out on the destruction of the Aberdares revealed that a significant quantity of Kenya's

      charcoal exported to the Middle East, comes from the Range. 

      The survey carried out by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) and the Kenya Wildlife

      Society in 2002 revealed over 14,000 illegal charcoal kilns, some of which are the size of a factory. Unep

      Executive Director, Mr Klaus Toepfer underlined these by unveiling preliminary results from the survey of one of East Africa's most famous, but now most threatened mountain range-the Aberdares. 

      The report indicates that the kilns are fed and fuelled by the highland forests that local people depend on

      for medicine and that acts as a water catchment area. 

      The kilns are mainly located in the south and west of the Aberdares. 

      Toepfer said it has long been known that charcoal production is one of the biggest threats to Kenya's forest

      and other forests across Africa. 

      The findings made with support from Rhino Ark and the Kenya Forest Working Group highlights the need for  improved conservation of the Ranges and the chronic dependency of Kenyans on wood as an energy source.

      "The plight of the Aberdares mountains underline some of the key issues we are facing across the developing world," Toepfer said. 

      It is also estimated that 80 per cent of Kenya's fuel comes from wood with only nine per cent of the

      population connected to electricity supplies. 

      Mt Kenya a World Heritage Site, Toepfer said has suffered years of illegal logging and charcoal production  leading to erosion, damage to rivers and water supplies and loss of wildlife. 

      The survey by the Unep and KWS in Mt Kenya indicate that logging has dropped by over 90 per cent.

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

States agree "right-to-know" deal on toxic waste

  GENEVA - Over 30 European, Central Asian and North American countries have agreed a pact extending the public's right to know about

  chemical waste and toxic pollutants in their neighbourhoods, the United Nations said. 

  The draft treaty, hammered out over two years of negotiations, covers the disposal, storage, recycling and treatment of dangerous

  materials ranging from minerals to metals, fertilisers and hydrocarbons. 

  "It is a major step even for the developed countries which will have to introduce significant changes to the information they make

  available," said Jeremy Wates, of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), which hosted the talks. 

  Under the pact, which ECE countries will formally sign at a ministerial meeting in May in Kiev, states pledged to set up national registers

  of industrial pollutants released into the water, air and soil. 

  These "pollutant release and transfer registers" will be publicly accessible, user-friendly and updated annually with information on 86

  pollutants considered to pose the most significant threats to the environment or health. 

  They include greenhouse gases, acid rain pollutants, heavy metals and cancer-causing chemicals such as dioxins. 

  Amongst industries required to report under the plan are refineries, thermal power stations, chemical and mining concerns, waste

  incinerators and larger farms, ECE said in a statement after the final weeklong talks. 

  Ten European Union countries and Canada were among those that negotiated the pact, which will be a legally binding protocol to the 1998

  Aarhus Convention, the flagship U.N. treaty on environmental democracy issues. 

  But the United States, which has some of the toughest disclosure rules in the world, pulled out of the talks earlier, arguing the pact did not

  go far enough. 

  The ECE groups Europe, countries in the former Soviet Union and North America. 

  Environmentalists welcomed the deal, although they regretted that some toxic materials such as radioactive waste had been excluded from

  the list of substances, under pressure from industry lobbyists. 

  "It is going to be a huge improvement in many countries, even within the European Union," said Mary Taylor, of Friends of the Earth.

  "Activists will be looking to widen the list (of substances) but it is a good start." 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Spain wrong to tow stricken tanker to sea - experts

  MADRID - Spain could have avoided its worst environmental disaster by tugging the stricken oil tanker Prestige to port rather than out to   sea, according to a preliminary report by maritime authorities. 

  "It is now clear that if decisive action had been taken at an early stage to move the ship to a more sheltered location, the ship and its cargo  would almost certainly have been saved and any pollution would have been minimal," the report from the Bahamas Maritime Authority

  said. 

  The Prestige, sailing under a Bahamas flag, was holed during an Atlantic storm on November 13. Spain refused to take the stricken vessel  to port and ordered it tugged out to sea, where it broke in two and sank on November 19. 

  About a third of its cargo of 77,000 tonnes of heavy fuel oil spilled into the sea and much of it has washed ashore in northern Spain,  coating beaches, killing wildlife and putting fishermen out of work. 

  A two-month fishing ban in the northwest region of Galicia was partially lifted yesterday for the first time while the foul-smelling oil  continued to encroach on beaches across the northern coast of Spain. French beaches have also been soiled. 

  Some 50,000 tonnes of the toxic oil rests at the bottom of the Atlantic inside the wreckage. Cracks in the hull have been plugged, putting a  temporary halt to oil seepage. 

  The preliminary report was dated January 29 and released in Spain yesterday by the tanker owners' association Intertanko. 

  The report supported what Spanish opposition parties have been claiming from the start - that Spanish authorities exposed their coasts to  grave danger by ordering the leaking tanker out into an Atlantic storm. 

  Spanish officials have defended their decision as the best of a poor set of options, noting that local port authorities refused to accept the  tanker. 

  Officials of the best-equipped local port in La Coruna said they feared the ship could have sunk and caused a major disaster closer to  shore. 

  Intertanko Managing Director Peter Swift said that was understandable given the lack of a comprehensive plan to deal with ships in  distress. 

  STRUCTURAL FAILURE SUSPECTED 

  Swift, in an interview with Reuters, said it may never be known what initially caused the damage that led to the Prestige taking on water,  but that industry experts strongly speculate some kind of structural failure in the 26-year-old vessel. 

  "There is still the possibility that it was struck by a container or by a very heavy wave that led to the failure. But the structure in the way  of the ballast tank did fail. It flooded. The ship heeled over. It lost power because it tripped the boilers. The ship started drifting close to  the shore and the rest of the sequence is known," Swift said. 

  Swift said Intertanko, an association of 245 tanker owners representing 2,050 tankers or 60 percent of the world tanker fleet, agreed with  the report from the Bahamas. 

  "The vessel could have been saved," he said. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 04 February 2003


Topical News Issues
India may become 'hot spot' for mercury poisoning: UN
The Times of India,  FEBRUARY 04, 2003 (CHANDRIKA MAGO) - [image: image1.png]


NAIROBI: Asia is the biggest villain in polluting the atmosphere with new mercury emissions, impacting the health of people as well as wildlife, a new http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=36391661UN report says.  
… Launching this first global mercury assessment report, UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said it is clear action is essential. "The mercury report gives us another compelling reason to reduce society's dependence on carbon-intensive energy supplies," said Toepfer.  
 

Asia is now the villain on mercury poisoning: UN
The Times of India,  FEBRUARY 04, 2003 (CHANDRIKA MAGO) - http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=36401810 

U.N.: Global Warming May Worsen Mercury Pollution 
Reuters, February 3, 2003 - http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml?type=scienceNews&storyID=2158764 

Australia drought produces areas of lowest rain
SYDNEY - Australia's drought in January produced areas of lowest rainfall on record in the worst-affected state of New South Wales, the Australian Bureau of Meteorology said.
…The drought is attributed to an El Nino weather condition, caused by abnormal sea surface temperatures in the Pacific. The weather bureau believes the El Nino is most likely to begin to break up in coming months. This is one of the worst droughts in Australian recorded history.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19684/story.htm 


Recover lost wetlands to save environment: Siddiqi

The Daily Star, Jan 03, 2003 (BSS, Dhaka) - Water Resources Minister LK Siddiqi yesterday said filling up of wetlands and other water bodies to enhance food production is creating a serious natural imbalance in the country. 
Addressing a seminar on "No Wetlands-No Water", organised in celebration of the World Wetlands Day, he said an adverse impact on environment is being witnessed due to the filling up of wetlands.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200302/03/n3020310.htm#BODY3 

Environment policy being formulated 
ISLAMABAD, Feb 2: The government is pursuing to develop a comprehensive policy framework through consultation with various stakeholders to deal with the environmental problems and check poverty in the country. 
http://www.dawn.com/2003/02/03/nat6.htm 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

ROE Media Update

 UN or UNEP in the news

States agree "right-to-know" deal on toxic waste

GENEVA - Over 30 European, Central Asian and North American countries have agreed a pact extending the public's right to know about chemical waste and toxic pollutants in their neighbourhoods, the United Nations said.

"It is a major step even for the developed countries which will have to introduce significant changes to the information they make available," said Jeremy Wates, of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), which hosted the talks.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19671/story.htm
World health body warns that mad cow still a risk

Geneva - The WHO official, presenting a report on the BSE threat, said contaminated meat and bone meal animal feed were known to have been exported to a number of countries where few or no cases of the fatal disease had yet been reported.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19676/story.htm
General Environment news

EU slashes sulphur content in road fuels from 2005

BRUSSELS - The European Union has passed a law requiring much lower amounts of sulphur in petrol and diesel by 2005, with a total phase in of "sulphur free" fuels by 2009, the European Parliament said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19675/story.htm
______________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

3 February 2003

DDT Still Found in Teens despite 30-Year Ban, Dallas Morning News, 3/2:  Despite the 30-year-old US ban on DDT, the insecticide's chemical fingerprint still shows up in the bodies of American adolescents, according to the most comprehensive look yet at chemicals by the US Centers for Disease Control. Children showed higher levels than adults of numerous toxic substances, including nicotine byproducts, pesticides and a chemical in soft plastic toys. Health experts said the report also underscores the need to cut mercury exposure, a danger to fetal development.  (See http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dallas/nation/stories/020103dnnattoxics.57e07.html)

S. Africa Fights One Scourge With Another, Los Angeles Times, 2/2:  The pesticide DDT, banned in many parts of the world, is an effective tool in fighting deadly malaria. Many in South Africa see the trade-off as necessary. Even ardent opponents of DDT have accepted this. A U.N.-brokered accord to eliminate the use of dangerous pollutants contains an exception for its restricted use to fight malaria. (See http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-ddt2feb02004433,0,1703940.story?coll=la-headlines-world)

Bush under attack on environment, Chicago Tribune, 2/2: Lost in the national concern over a stagnant economy, terrorism and the looming invasion of Iraq has been a hard-fought, two-year war between President Bush and the nation's leading environmental and conservation groups over what they charge is a dangerous reversal of federal protection and preservation policies. As these groups have been dismayed to discover, it's a struggle the administration largely has been winning.  (See http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0302020292feb02,1,4867932.story)

A deep-six fix, US News and World Report, 10/2:  Carbon dioxide from fossil fuels traps heat as it builds up in the atmosphere, and most scientists think the trend, if unchecked, bodes a scorching future. So why not catch the stuff before it goes up smokestacks? Why not simply bury it underground or in the ocean depths? The US Department of Energy is exploring that idea.  (See http://www.usnews.com/usnews/issue/030210/misc/10carbon.htm)

Don't call her an environmentalist, Toronto Globe and Mail, 1/2:  At 12 years old, David Suzuki's daughter Severn moved the world to tears at the Earth Summit. Now 23, she's rallying her skeptical generation, but she has her own doubts: 'What if I'm just brainwashed?’  Now a veteran of international environmental negotiations, she says her confidence that individual voices can reach those in power has been shaken.  She succeeded in being heard in Rio, beyond the wildest dreams of any child. But she says it didn't accomplish much in the end.  (See www.globeandmail.com/environment)







* ** *

​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________________ 

 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Guests

           We have two guests, or we’ll shortly have two guests at today’s briefing:  Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, and Sandeep Chawla, chief of that Office’s Research Section, who will  present a study that has been released today, called “The Opium Economy in Afghanistan:  An International Problem”.

           After I’m done with my briefing to you, they will step up here to describe the report and they also have a  PowerPoint presentation to go with it.  There are press releases and executive summaries of the report available from my office and I think we have a limited number at the side of the room here.

           **Saturday Statement on Space Shuttle

           We issued the following statement about the space shuttle Columbia on Saturday.  But I’d just like to read it into the record:

           “The Secretary-General was deeply saddened by the tragedy that struck the space shuttle Columbia and the  seven astronauts on board.  His thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who perished on this mission.  He  extends his condolences to the Government and people of the United States, as well as to the Governments and  peoples of India and Israel, which also lost crew members in the tragedy.  Because the exploration of space knows no  national boundaries, the loss of the Columbia is a loss to all humankind”.

           **Statement:  Urgent Humanitarian Action Needed for DPRK

           Maurice Strong has reported to the Secretary-General on his recent mission to the Democratic People’s

     Republic of Korea (DPRK) concerning humanitarian and other issues of mutual concern.  The Personal Envoy has  recommended exceptional action in light of the seriousness of the humanitarian situation facing the country. 

           Based on the recommendations of his Personal Envoy and deeply concerned about the need to prevent an   impending tragedy, the Secretary-General has decided to seek additional donor support to ensure, at least for the next  several months, that the humanitarian pipeline for the DPRK does not dry up.  The Secretary-General counts on  donors to respond expeditiously to the urgent food and medical needs of the most vulnerable in North Korea.  We have  the full text available in my office.

           **North Korea

           The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirmed that its Board of Governors will meet next week, on  Wednesday, February 12, to discuss the situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  That meeting, which  follows an earlier meeting on the DPRK by the Board of Governors on 6 January, will take place in the afternoon.

           **Statement on Côte d’Ivoire

           We have the following statement on Côte d’Ivoire:

           “The Linas-Marcoussis Agreement negotiated by the various Ivorian parties and endorsed by the Paris

     Conference of Heads of State on 26 January, represents an important first step towards restoring peace and stability to  a reunified Côte d’Ivoire.  In associating itself with that agreement, the United Nations reaffirmed its determination to continue to contribute to all efforts aimed at bringing the conflict and the suffering of the Ivorian people to an end.

           “In addition to condemning violence and appealing for calm, the Secretary-General once again calls on all  Ivorians, and particularly the political leaders, to work towards making this agreement a concrete first step towards  peace.  He also renews his appeal to the international community to continue to support the efforts of the Ivorian people.”

           **Côte d’Ivoire -- Humanitarian

           Meanwhile, Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-Generals’ Humanitarian Envoy for the Crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, concluded a three-day mission to Liberia today.  Over the weekend, McAskie visited locations where some of the 70,000 people have been displaced into Liberia by the violence in Côte d’Ivoire.  Later today, she is scheduled to arrive in Guinea, where she will be looking at the impact the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire is having on that country. 

           **Security Council

           Germany has replaced France as the Security Council presidency for the month of February.  There are no  meetings or consultations scheduled for today.

           German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger is holding bilateral meetings with other Council members today on the  programme of work for the month.  And then the Ambassador is scheduled to hold a press conference here at 12.30  p.m. tomorrow to present that programme to you.

           This afternoon at 3:30 p.m., a Security Council sanctions committee meeting on Liberia is taking place in  Conference Room 7.

           On Friday afternoon, the Security Council members discussed the U.S. request for a meeting to allow

     Secretary of State Colin Powell to make a presentation on Iraq.  Council members agreed to hold an open ministerial meeting on Wednesday at 10.30 a.m. in the Security Council Chamber.  The German Council presidency says that,  so far, 12 foreign ministers are expected to attend the meeting, which will be chaired by Germany's Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer.

           As for the regular reports from Baghdad on the inspectors activities; we’re still waiting for today’s report to  come in and when it arrives we’ll let you know.

           **Lebanon

           In a statement issued today in Beirut, Staffan de Mistura, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for

     Southern Lebanon, said the UN is deeply concerned that air violations by Israel across the Blue Line are continuing to  take place and, in fact, seem to have increased in the past few days.

           Reports indicate that these overflights have taken place in various regions of Lebanon, sometimes at low  altitude and over populated areas.  There have also been reports of anti-aircraft fire emanating from Lebanon and  directed across the Blue Line.

           The UN, de Mistura said, again calls on all parties to refrain from all further violations, and cautions them that  such actions serve only to heighten tension.  He reiterates that one violation does not justify another.  The full copy of  the statement is upstairs.

           **International Criminal Court

           The Assembly of States Parties for the International Criminal Court (ICC) resumed its session this morning,  and tomorrow, starting at 10 a.m. in Conference Room 4, the 87 States that have ratified the ICC’s statute will begin the very first election of the Court’s judges.

           Eighteen judges are to be elected, from a pool of 43 candidates, including 10 women.  Of the 18 judges that  are to be elected, six will serve for three-year terms, six for six-year terms and six for nine-year terms. Eventually, all judges will serve nine-year, non-renewable terms.

           The Court will be inaugurated in The Hague on 11 March, and the judges that are to be elected this week will be sworn in then.

           **Kosovo

           On Saturday, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, visited the city of  Mitrovica and met with the leaders of its municipal assembly, whom he took to the northern section of the city to see  the Kosovo Trust Agency, which is currently undergoing renovation.  We have more information in a press release from  the Mission.

           **Secretariat for the Indigenous

           A new Office, “the Secretariat for the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues”, started operations last week  within the UN Secretariat.  Its job is to assist the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in carrying out its mandate,  which covers the six areas of economic and social development, culture, the environment, education, health and  human rights.  In view of the significance of the Permanent Forum, Nitin Desai, the Under-Secretary-General for  Economic and Social Affairs, established the Secretariat as a branch within the Division for Social Policy and Development.  You can find more information in a press release upstairs.

           **Press releases

           Two other press releases to highlight for you:

           In Nairobi today, the importance of the United Nations to Kenya was underlined at a groundbreaking ceremony  for an expansion of the United Nations Headquarters there in Nairobi.  Klaus Toepfer, Director-General of the United   Nations Environment Programme, said that the expansion to the existing site will be completed by 2005 and will  provide additional space for UN-HABITAT, which was recently expanded to a full-fledged programme.   He added that  the total value of the United Nations to the Kenyan economy was more than $350 million annually, greater than many conventional industries contribute.

           In the second press release, again by UNEP, they unveiled a report on the threat of mercury to the

     environment.  The Global Mercury Assessment, compiled by an international team of experts, says that mercury from  coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators now accounts for 70 per cent of new man-made mercury emissions in the atmosphere.  Most of these sources are in developing countries.  Mercury can travel for thousands of miles in the  atmosphere, polluting places far away from the original site.  You can read the report on the UNEP Web site.

           **Budget

           Finally, budget news for today.  There were no additional payments of 2003 regular budget contributions on  Friday.  So, the total of fully-paid-up members stands as it was on Friday, at 35, which is five behind last year’s total of  40.  All 191 are supposed to be paid up at the end of January.  Any Member State which has not so far paid its  contribution in full for this year is now considered to be in arrears, as the end of the 30-day due period was Friday,  31 January.  On the peacekeeping side, Australia today made a payment of more than $14 million to the   peacekeeping budgets.

           That’s all I have for you.  We’ll have Richard talk to you quickly about the General Assembly, but I can take  any questions that you might have.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Do you have any official word on Dr. Blix’s timing, his visit to Baghdad?

           Spokesman:  I don’t think I have that.  Hold on let me see what I’ve got here.  Their trip is planned for 8 and 9  February.  That’s all I have.  Anything else?  Yes?

           Question:  There are some reports saying that the Secretary-General is intending to revise his peace plan on  Cyprus for the third time.  Do you have anything to say on that?

           Spokesman:  No, I don’t think I want to speculate about any further revision of the plan.  I think we want to  quietly let them go about their business.  They’ve got a short month to the next deadline.  Yes?

           Question:  What does the Secretary-General hope the ministers will accomplish on Wednesday when

     Secretary Powell comes to visit?

           Spokesman:  He has said that the other members of the Council, in fact all other members of the United

     Nations, are looking forward to the presentation and we’ll have to see what Secretary Powell brings to the table.

           Question:  Is he looking for something specific to come from this meeting?  Some kind of consensus?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  You’ll have to ask Secretary Powell what he expects to come from the  meeting.  He’s asked for it.

           Question:  What is the Secretary-General’s view on Mr. Blix’s return to Baghdad?

           Spokesman:  He would not get in the middle of that.  Blix reports directly to the Security Council, not to the  Secretary-General.  But, they have spoken over the weekend about that trip.  I am sure there is complete harmony as  far as Blix’s plans and the Secretary-General’s preferences.

           Question:  Was this trip requested by the Security Council or Mr. Blix?  Is he going on his own?

           Spokesman:  No.  It was Iraq who extended an invitation and Blix who decided to accept it.  And Mr.

     ElBaradei.  They’re going together.  Yes?

           Question:   On Côte d’Ivoire, the Secretary-General underlined the importance of the Lina-Marcoussis

     agreement and calls for its implementation.  The President of South Africa says that the masses in Abidjan have  rejected the agreement.  Does the Secretary-General disagree with the President of South Africa?

           Spokesman:  He has spoken with President Mbeki over the weekend, as well as with several other African  leaders -- Nigeria’s President Obasanjo.  This morning he spoke to President Chirac.  He’s watching Côte d’Ivoire very,  very carefully.  He remains convinced, though, as we said in the statement this morning, that this agreement  concluded in Paris a week ago is the best chance to avoid the disintegration of Côte d’Ivoire.  He calls on all the  political leaders, as well as the general public, to show wisdom and to use this agreement as the first step towards  reunifying the country, holding it together.  It’s a very serious situation.  Côte d’Ivoire contributes about 40 per cent to the economy of all of French West Africa, more precisely, members of the West African Economic and Monetary  Union.  And, if the situation continues to deteriorate there, you’re going to feel it well beyond the borders of Côte  d’Ivoire.

           Okay.  Richard, and then we’ll go to Mr. Costa.

           **Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           President Kavan was shocked and saddened by the tragedy that befell the space shuttle Columbia and its

     crew on Saturday.  His thoughts and condolences go out to the families of the seven astronauts who lost their lives.   He also extends his condolences to the Governments and people of the United States, India and Israel, who lost crew  members in the tragedy.  The President pays tribute to the courage and invincible spirit of the astronauts and their endeavours.

           Late last Friday, the General Assembly concluded elections to fill

     11 seats for permanent judges on the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, re-electing seven incumbent judges, as well as four new judges from Argentina, Fiji, Pakistan and Russia.  We have a press release from the Tribunal with more details.

           Just a brief resume of meetings this week:  The second meeting of the ad hoc working group on integrated  follow-up to the outcomes of major UN conferences and summits in the economic and social fields meets this  afternoon, and other meetings are expected to continue throughout this week.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *________________________________________________________________________________
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DPR of Korea

3 February – Following a report from his Personal Envoy, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has decided to seek additional donor support to ensure the continuation of humanitarian aid for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) for the next few months.

“The Secretary-General counts on donors to respond expeditiously to the urgent food and medical needs of the most vulnerable in North Korea,” said a statement issued today in New York by a UN spokesman. “This would avert a major humanitarian crisis and would also create conditions more conducive to the peaceful resolution of the current political standoff.”

The statement said the Secretary-General has requested his envoy, Maurice F. Strong, to deliver in person his emergency appeals to key donors. “He is also calling on other countries to help meet the immediate humanitarian needs of the DPRK,” the statement added.

Last month, Mr. Strong held extensive discussions in Pyongyang with senior Government officials on humanitarian and other issues of mutual concern. He also met with the UN Country Team and representatives of non-governmental organizations, and made a field trip to several facilities which have been receiving food and medical supplies from the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Afterwards, the Personal Envoy recommended exceptional action in light of the seriousness of the humanitarian situation facing the country. A review of the situation by the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Kenzo Oshima, and other senior humanitarian officials of the Organization, including the WFP Executive Director, James T. Morris, confirmed this assessment.

* * * 

DPR of Korea

3 February – The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has confirmed that its Board of Governors will meet next week to discuss the situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).

The meeting on 12 February comes after the Board met to discuss the DPRK on 6 January, adopting a resolution calling on Pyongyang to cooperate with international safeguards and to readmit inspectors.

IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei, who briefed the Board during that January meeting, said afterwards, “I hope the DPRK will seize this opportunity to come into compliance. I hope [it] will understand that compliance, and not defiance, is the way towards a solution to this issue.”

* * *

Afghanistan

3 February – In order to secure lasting recovery in Afghanistan, global actors must work with the new Government to help the people of the country gain an advantage over the decades old “economy of opium,” the top United Nations anti-drug official said today in New York.

Speaking at the launch of the “The Opium Economy in Afghanistan: An International Problem,” Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), said the report was not an “academic study of a single year’s production and value.” Instead, it examines Afghanistan’s opium economy in order to understand its dynamics and the reasons for its growth, and attempts to offer ways to help farmers replace illicit cultivation with legal and commercially viable crops.

In his preface to the study, Mr. Costa stresses the profound complexity of Afghanistan’s drug economy, which generates billions of dollars in a country where the average legitimate wage is barely $2. Reaching deep into the post-colonial history of the entire region, the roots of the Afghan opium poppy have now bound poor, rural labourers and farmers to the mercy of domestic warlords and ruthless international crime syndicates.

According to the report, two decades of war has ravaged the land, and with irrigation channels, cultivation terraces and warehouses destroyed, the production of legitimate cops has been severely diminished. Poppy cultivation has become a lucrative agricultural activity, and – coupled with weak government control and increasing pressure from criminal and terrorist networks – opened the way for the Taliban and other traffickers to reap untold wealth marketing and trafficking drugs through out the region.

While all this practically guarantees that there are no simple answers, Mr. Costa said he believes Afghanistan’s drug economy can be dismantled if the Government – with the help of the international community – addresses the root causes of the situation, not merely its symptoms.

Regional concerns, coupled with the contemporary geopolitics of terrorism and violence, add international ramifications to Afghanistan’s cultivation trafficking and drug abuse. Mutual determination to overcome the predicament must be shown by countries through which Afghan narcotics are trafficked and in which heroin abuse nourishes the opium economy. “In other words, all the countries that are part of the Afghan drug problem should be part of the solution,” Mr. Costa emphasized.

* * *

Drugs

3 February – A United Nations expert panel will examine the impact of drugs, crime and violence on individuals, families and neighbourhoods during a week-long session which opened today in Geneva.

The International Narcotics Control Board (ICNB), the body monitoring worldwide drug abuse and trafficking is also set to review a number of other related issues and developments as well as the results of its most recent missions and technical visits to Papua New Guinea, Fiji and Slovakia. The experts are expected to discuss progress made and examine the problems facing the governments of those countries in implementing international drug control treaties.  


The Board will also consider several studies undertaken in the past year including one that looks at how penalties for drug trafficking differ in various countries, and another which focuses on the topic of harm reduction policies, its definition and interpretation with regard to existing international drug control conventions. 

Also on the agenda is a discussion on the results of an expert group meeting on how to harmonize defined daily doses (DDD) for narcotics used in medical treatment as currently, standards differ between international organizations and entities. 


While the Board members are already planning the content of their 2003 report, they will also review final preparations for the 2002 report, expected to be released to the press in Vienna on 25 February. That Annual Report, apart from giving an overview of the worldwide drug situation, examines in more detail the economic dynamics of drug abuse and trafficking.

The INCB is an independent body established by the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs to monitor Governments’ compliance with the international drug control treaties. Its 13 members are elected by the UN Economic and Social Council to serve in their individual capacities for a term of five years.

* * * 

Côte d’Ivoire

3 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned violence and once again called on all Ivoirians to work towards making the Linas-Morcoussis Agreement a concrete first step towards peace in Côte d’Ivoire.

“In associating itself with that agreement, the United Nations reaffirmed its determination to continue to contribute to all efforts aimed at bringing the conflict and the suffering of the Ivoirian people to an end,” a statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General said.

The agreement negotiated by various parties from Côte d’Ivoire and endorsed by the Paris Conference of Heads of State on 26 January represents a beginning to restoring peace and stability to a reunified Côte d’Ivoire, the statement said. Mr Annan also renewed his appeal to the international community to continue to support the efforts of the Ivorian people to return to normalcy.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the Crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, Carolyn McAskie, concluded a three-day mission to Liberia. Over the weekend, she heard the testimony of Ivoirian refugees at the Saclepea refugee camp, where they appealed for more humanitarian assistance and expressed their desire to return to their country. At the Karnplay transit centre in Nimba, Liberian returnees and third-country nationals expressed their wish to move away from the border, which remains volatile.

Ms. McAskie expressed her gratitude to the host communities and Government of Liberia for their open-door policy to foreign refugees and appealed to Liberians not to get involved in the Côte d’Ivoire conflict for the sake of regional stability.

Ms McAskie is scheduled to arrive later today in Guinea, where she is expected to look at the impact the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire is exerting on that country.

* * *

Middle East

3 February – The United Nations today voiced deep concern that air violations by Israel across the line of withdrawal in southern Lebanon are continuing and seem to have increased in the past few days.

“Reports indicate that these overflights have taken place in various regions of Lebanon, sometimes at low altitude and over populated areas,” leading to sonic booms on several occasions, said a statement issued in Beirut by Staffan de Mistura, Personal Representative of the Secretary-General for Southern Lebanon.

According to the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), there were six aerial violations of the so-called Blue Line yesterday, and it appeared that the pattern of avoiding direct flights over the Force’s area of operation and entering Lebanese airspace further north was also continuing.

Mr. de Mistura noted that there have been reports of anti-aircraft fire emanating from Lebanon and directed across the Blue Line. “The aerial violations and the response to them create a potential for escalation in an already very tense regional situation,” he warned.

The UN envoy also recalled that last Thursday, in a resolution renewing the mandate of UNIFIL, the UN Security Council expressed great concern about the “serious breaches and the air, sea and land violations of the withdrawal line and urged the parties to put an end to these violations.”

“The United Nations again calls on all parties to refrain from all further violations, cautions them that such actions serve only to heighten tension and reiterates that one violation does not justify another,” Mr. de Mistura said.

* * * 

US Space Shuttle

1 February – Offering his sympathies to those affected by the tragedy which struck the United States space shuttle Colombia, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said all humankind suffered a loss in the incident.

In a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said he was “deeply saddened” by the tragedy which took the lives of seven astronauts on board. 

“His thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who perished on this mission,” the spokesman said, voicing condolences to the Government and people of the United States, as well as to the Governments and peoples of India and Israel, which also lost crew members. “Because the exploration of space knows no national boundaries, the loss of the Columbia is a loss to all humankind.”

* * * 

Iraq

1 February – United Nations weapons inspectors in Baghdad today attempted to interview privately an Iraqi citizen but were unable to do so when he brought along another individual.

“Due to his insistence on having this witness present during the interview, no private interview took place,” said UN spokesman Hiro Ueki.

Meanwhile, a team of missile experts from the UN Monitoring, Inspection and Verification Commission (UNMOVIC) visited the Waziriyah Industrial Complex, a research and production centre dedicated to development and production of gyroscopes and guidance systems. The team sought clarifications on the present status of the Al Samoud ballistic missile guidance and control activities as well as on information submitted by Iraq, Mr. Ueki said.

Another missile team visited the Al Mamoun Factory, which manufactures composite propellant and performs the casting of the Al Fatah and other missiles and rockets. The team addressed questions concerning information submitted by Baghdad, catalogued equipment and continued an ongoing capability assessment, according to the spokesman. 

Separately, UNMOVIC missile experts visited the headquarters of the Al Raya General Company, which Mr. Ueki described as “a material and metallurgic research centre dedicated to researches in plastic, ceramic and catalytic materials.” 

Germ warfare experts from UNMOVIC inspected three sites: the Department of Biotechnology at the College of Science, Saddam University, and the Department of Biology at the College of Education, Baghdad University, as well as the Eastern Distillery Company, all located in Baghdad.

An UNMOVIC chemical team visited the Al Shaheed State Company, which produces copper and brass, while other experts inspected the Tuz Airfield and interviewed the senior officer present 

Experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which is probing Iraq’s clandestine nuclear programme, inspected the Tho Al Fiker industrial machining and manufacturing facility and the Colleges of Science and Engineering at Saddam University in Baghdad. Specialists from the IAEA also performed a motorized radiation survey southeast of Baghdad.

* * *

ICC

3 February – Less than a month before the inauguration of an international war crimes court, the countries taking part in the organizing assembly for that new judicial body have gathered at United Nations headquarters this week to elect its the first-ever group of judges.

The Assembly of States Parties for the International Criminal Court (ICC) today resumed their initial session for one week, and tomorrow morning, the 87 States that have ratified the ICC’s Rome Statute will begin the very first election of the Court’s 18 judges. The judges elected this week will be sworn when the Court is inaugurated in The Hague on 11 March.

The 18 judges will be chosen from a pool of 43 candidates, including 10 women. Six will serve for three-year terms, six for six-year terms and six for nine-year terms. Eventually, all judges will serve nine-year, non-renewable terms.

Some of the judges must have a background in criminal law, and the others in international law.  In addition, a special requirement is expertise on legal protection of women and children.

In addition to professional qualifications under the Rome Statute, nominations for judges must fulfil gender criteria, with no fewer than 10 male and 10 female candidates, as well as regional criteria.  States parties have submitted the names of 33 male candidates and 10 female candidates. The female candidates are from Brazil, Costa Rica, Ghana, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Mali, Poland, South Africa and Switzerland.

Following the inauguration ceremony in The Hague, the judges will hold their first organizational meeting to elect the presidency, which will establish a list of candidates for the Registrar. Based on this list, the Assembly of States Parties will make its recommendation during another organizing session to be held at the United Nations from 21 to 23 April. The judges will then elect the Registrar, and all the principal officers of the Court will be in place. 

The Court is expected to be operational by the end of 2003 and will be the world’s only permanent tribunal for prosecuting individuals responsible for war crimes, including genocide, and crimes against humanity, and, eventually, the crime of aggression. The Court will have jurisdiction only over crimes committed after 1 July 2002, when the Statute entered into force.

* * *

ICTR

3 February – The United Nations General Assembly has completed the election of 11 permanent judges to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). 
The new judges, elected late Friday in five separate ballots from a list of 22, will serve for four-year terms beginning on 25 May. Elected on the first ballot were Serguei Aleckseievich Egorov (Russian Federation), Mehmet Güney (Turkey), Erik Møse (Norway), William Hussein Sekule (Tanzania), Andrésia Vaz (Senegal), Inés Mónica Weinberg de Roca (Argentina) and Lloyd George Williams (Saint Kitts and Nevis).

Elected in the second ballot were Jai Ram Reddy (Fiji), Arlette Ramaroson (Madagascar) and Mansoor Ahmad (Pakistan). Asoka de Zoysa Gunawardana (Sri Lanka) was elected on the fifth ballot. 

The elections began on Wednesday but were deemed “invalid” because a country behind in paying its UN dues had participated in the voting.

* * *

Human Rights

3 February – The United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, is set to embark tomorrow on a tour of Belgium, France and Spain, where he will meet with senior officials to discuss a range of pressing human rights issues.

The High Commissioner is expected to meet officials at the highest level to discuss the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire and the Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as the forthcoming fifty-ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights. Other thematic issues on the agenda include the right to development, women’s rights and civilians in armed conflicts, and the High Commissioner’s ideas on the rule of law.

At his first stop in Brussels, Mr. Vieira de Mello will meet with the European Commission to discuss on-going projects and their follow-up. In what will be his first official trip to Paris on Wednesday, and Madrid later in the week, he is scheduled to hold discussions on matters of common interest, human rights and fund-raising. The High Commissioner will also meet with the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) with a view to reinforcing cooperation on human rights education and promotion, and the protection of journalists, teachers and human rights defenders.

* * *

Kosovo

1 February – The senior United Nations envoy in Kosovo today held talks in Mitrovica with key officials as part of his ongoing bid to promote stability and development there.

Michael Steiner, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, discussed the region’s current situation with leaders of the Mitrovica Municipal Assembly, including its President, Faruk Spahija, and Deputy President, Mursan Ibrahimi.

Mr. Steiner, who heads the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), also spontaneously took the officials to see the Kosovo Trust Agency office in the northern part of Mitrovica.

The Agency is widely considered one of the most important institutions for Kosovo’s economic future, because it will be managing the privatization of socially owned enterprises while overseeing the management and restructuring of publicly owned businesses.

* * *

Indigenous peoples

3 February – In a bid to help indigenous persons around the globe, the United Nations has opened a new office to provide expert advice and recommendations on economic and social development and other related issues.

The new Secretariat for the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues started operations last week within the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs’ (DESA) Division for Social Policy and Development.
In addition to economic and social development, the Secretariat aims to help the 16-member Forum – a subsidiary body of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) – in carrying out its mandate in issues related to culture, the environment, education, health and human rights.

The Secretariat is also intended to raise awareness and promote integration and coordination of activities relating to indigenous issues within the UN system, and prepare and disseminate information on indigenous issues.

According to Elsa Stamatopoulou, acting chief of Secretariat, one of the main concerns of indigenous peoples is non-discrimination, and what has been recognized over the years is that States need to take positive measures to correct prejudices. “You cannot, by proclaiming equality, have equality,” she said in an interview with UN Radio. “You have to take measures, policies over a long period of time.”

She added that autonomy or self-government are schemes that different indigenous peoples all over the world would like to see for themselves, and noted that a draft declaration on the human rights of indigenous peoples being prepared by the UN Commission on Human Rights contains an article proclaiming the right to self-determination and autonomy.

* * *

Kenya

3 February – The opening of a $13 million construction project to expand the main United Nations headquarters in Africa is expected to provide a further boost to the Kenyan economy, according to the head of the UN Office at Nairobi (UNON).

“We are the only UN headquarters in a developing country,” UNON Director-General Klaus Toepfer said at the groundbreaking ceremony today. “It also underlines the importance to the UN family of this continent, this location and the confidence we have in Kenya as a stable and democratic country.”

The total value of the UN to Kenya, including salaries to local staff, revenues from services such as telecommunications, letters and payments to local firms is estimated at $350 million annually, according to the latest available figures.

The office space, scheduled to be completed in 2005, is needed to assist in the expansion of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) following its recent promotion to a fully-fledged programme. There are also additional demands for space from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Operation Life-Line Sudan and the World Food Programme (WFP).

* * *

Mercury

3 February – Global action to reduce mercury levels is high on the agenda for environment ministers from around the world, who convened in Nairobi today for the opening of the United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) Governing Council annual meeting.

According to a report by UNEP circulated at the weeklong meeting, curbing pollution from power stations could significantly reduce mercury poisoning of the planet. Coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators now account for around 1,500 tons, or 70 per cent, of new, quantified man-made mercury emissions to the atmosphere, with the lion’s share now coming from developing countries and emissions from Asia, at 860 tons, the highest.

“As combustion of fossil fuels is increasing in order to meet the growing energy demands of both developing and developed nations, mercury emissions can be expected to increase accordingly in the absence of the deployment of control technologies or the use of alternative energy sources,” the report says.

Artisanal mining of gold and silver, which is happening in an increasing number of less developed nations, is another significant source of mercury pollution, releasing an estimated 400 to 500 tons of mercury annually to the air, soils and waterways, according to the expert report.

Mercury is used to extract these precious metals from ores, resulting in elevated exposures and risks for the miners and their families, as well as contamination of the local and regional environment.

Once in the atmosphere, this hazardous heavy metal can travel hundreds and thousands of miles, contaminating places far away from the world’s sites where the pollution was originally discharged.

* * *

Afghanistan

2 February – The United Nations today kicked off a drive in Afghanistan aimed at eliminating neonatal tetanus, which kills an estimated 11,000 newborns in the country each year.

The disease occurs among populations where pregnant women deliver at home without a trained birth attendant and far from any health facilities, according to Dr. Francois Gasse, Head of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus Elimination Programme. “In Afghanistan only 5 per cent of women deliver in [an] institution with a trained birth attendant,” he told a press briefing in Kabul.

“The simple way to eliminate the disease is to immunize the mother,” he explained, noting that this practice “protects the mother against tetanus and the newborn through the transfer of antibodies during the pregnancy.”

Over the next week the campaign will target 740,000 women in four Afghan cities before moving to rural areas. “The preliminary estimates show that we need to target 4 million women over the next three years,” Dr. Gasse said. “The progress in Afghanistan against this disease is also part of the global progress in this global initiative.”

The effort, led by the Afghan Government, is being carried out by UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO) with support from partners including the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the Ronald McDonald Foundation.

* *** *
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