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'Green' celebration 

By EBTIHAL AL TAWASH

THE Bahrain Women's Society is taking part in a World Environment Day celebration in Beirut, Lebanon, tomorrow. 

Society president and Arab Network for Environment and Development national co-ordinator Wajeeha Al Baharna left the country for the celebration yesterday. 

People from around the world will be taking part in the global celebration, being held this year under the theme Water - Two Billion People are Dying for It!

Ms Al Baharna described the event as an opportunity to follow up on the decisions and recommendations of the World Summit for Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg, South Africa last year.

"We will also follow up on the active plan for these recommendations and decisions to make sure that they are being carried out and the recommendations are being implemented," she told the GDN. 

"I am very glad that our society is participating in this important celebration."

Beirut has been chosen as the venue for the celebration by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

It is the first time in the 30-year history of this awareness-raising event that the main celebration has been held in the Arab world.

Other countries which have hosted the celebration include China, Cuba, Australia, Japan, Russia, Korea, Turkey, South Africa, United Kingdom, Brazil, Sweden, Mexico, Belgium, Thailand and Kenya.

The celebration is being held under the aegis of the Lebanese Environment Ministry, led by Fares Boueiz.

It will include the presentation of UNEP's Global 500 Awards to individuals and organisations that have made outstanding contributions to the protection and conservation of the environment. 

Eight winners will be honoured this year.

The theme of the celebration echoes one of the most pressing environmental issues facing the planet and its six billion citizens. 

The theme also supports the celebration of 2003 as the International Year of Fresh Water.

"One person in six lives without regular access to safe drinking water," said UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, in a statement marking the occasion of the celebration.

"Over twice that number - 2.4 billion - lack access to adequate sanitation. Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds."

He said that the international community had set measurable and time-bound commitments to provide safe water and sanitation at the Millennium Summit and the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

"These targets must be met and surpassed if the Millennium Development Goals of reducing child mortality, combating malaria, eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, empowering women, and improving the lives of slum dwellers are to be achieved," said M Annan.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

June 4, 2003 Wednesday 

UNEP Promotes Environmentally Friendly Lifestyles 

In a bid to promote sustainable consumption and production, the United Nations Environment

      Programme (UNEP) has announced that it is working on a new partnership with the fashion industry to

      send ecologically friendly messages to consumers. 

      "Consumers, especially the young, are often confronted with the seemingly contradictory choice of wanting

      to help the planet and the hedonistic desire to buy the latest 'must-have' brands," UNEP Executive Director

      Klaus Toepfer said in Brussels at the opening of the European Commission's Green Week. "By working with

      the retail and fashion industry, we can help change attitudes towards consumption, and ultimately people's

      actions." 

      A growing number of professionals in the fashion and retail business are indeed responding to a latent public

      demand for ethical and green products and hence UNEP's "Shopping for a Better World" initiative in support

      of these efforts and as part of ongoing efforts to promote "cool" green lifestyles, the agency said. 

      Mr. Toepfer said UNEP is working with partners in the fashion industry in order to show how sustainable

      lifestyles can be fashionable. "What can be more modern, more fashionable, than caring about our planet,"

      he stated. "On the one hand, the retail sector can influence suppliers to produce in a more sustainable

      manner - raising questions of resource and energy use for example," Mr. Toepfer said. "On the other hand,

      the sector is in a unique position to help the public to adopt more environmentally friendly lifestyles and

      purchasing habits by providing customers with an appropriate choice." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BusinessWorld

June 4, 2003, Wednesday

US school helping efforts to cut Manila air pollution

Harmful emissions are so concentrated in Metro Manila that many citizens wear masks and walk through the

      city with rags held to their noses and mouths to filter the pollution.

      The World Bank estimates that particulate emissions alone result in more than 2,000 premature deaths,

      9,000 cases of severe respiratory illness and over $420 million of associated economic losses in Metro Manila every year.

      In response to these issues, Colorado State University in the United States is engineering solutions to Metro  Manila's air pollution problems.

      Colorado State engineering professor Bryan Willson is leading a collaboration with the Partnership for Clean Air, an umbrella organization of more than 100 government, development and environmental agencies in  Manila, to drastically reduce the city's air pollution caused by more than 250,000 motorized tricycles powered by smoky two-stroke cycle engines. Launch 

      The Manila Clean 2-Stroke Project was launched at the National Transport Day celebration at the Rizal

      Memorial Stadium on June 1 at a rally of 40,000 tricycle drivers.

      "Two-stroke engines are recognized as a primary contributor to pollution and health problems in the

      Philippines and many developing nations, but the vehicles powered by these engines are also a key to

      business and social structure," said Mr. Willson, founder and research director of the Engines and Energy

      Conversion Laboratory at Colorado State.

      Mr. Willson was accompanied in the meet by the Colorado State project team that included mechanical

      engineering graduate students Tim Bauer, Nathan Lorenz and Horizon Briggs; mechanical engineering

      professor Allan Kirkpatrick; and business professor Paul Hudnut.

      Colorado State's approach could reduce harmful emissions from two-stroke engines by up to 90%, reduce

      fuel consumption by one-third and has the potential of dramatically reducing air pollution in many other

      developing nations.

      The United Nations Environmental Program has singled out two-stroke engines and diesel engines as

      primary contributors to the Asian brown cloud, a layer of particulate pollution that is one mile deep and

      roughly the size of the United States, which now covers South Asia. Throughout Asia, two-stroke vehicles

      create the pollution equivalent of two billion to five billion Honda Accords.

      "The technology is well proven. The primary challenge is reducing the cost of the technology and defining a workable strategy for widespread implementation," said Mr. Willson.

      "Retrofitting direct-injection technology onto two-stroke engines used in the developing world is potentially one of the most cost-effective ways of improving air quality in urban areas," said Mr. Bauer. Retrofit cost

      "The retrofit cost is approximately $150-$200 (P7,950-P10,600) per conversion. Retrofitting all of Manila's two-stroke tricycles would have a one-time cost between $35 million and $50 million, but would save the  city a large portion of the $430 million per year in costs currently incurred due to its air pollution problems,"  Mr. Bauer add-ed.

      Mr. Hudnut said one of the big challenges is to pull together various sources of funding to allow large-scale implementation of the technology in Southeast Asia.

      Phase I of the project involves demonstration of a single tricycle. A tricycle from Manila has been shipped to  the Engines Laboratory at Colorado State and is currently undergoing conversion.

      Conversion components are being fabricated in the Philippines, US and Australia. After testing in the US, the  Phase I tricycle will be delivered to Manila by Christmas.

      Funding for Phase I has been provided by a foundation in the Philippines, private donors in the US and by

      Colorado State, with technical support provided by the Orbital Engine Company of Australia.

      Phase II will include retrofitting 10-15 tricycles and monitoring emissions and fuel consumption in Manila for  one year to demonstrate in-use emissions, fuel consumption and reliability. During this time the consortium  will finalize the full implementation plan, which is Phase III of the project.

      Mr. Willson hopes widespread retrofitting of two-strokes in Manila could begin in early 2005. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN nuclear agency gets little access in Iraq
  VIENNA - The United Nations nuclear watchdog agency said this week it would only have access to a small area outside Iraq's main  nuclear site, which diplomats complained fell far short of the agency's original hopes. 

  The U.N. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is due to head back to Baghdad on Friday to probe reports of looting at the  Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre, Iraq's biggest nuclear site. But they are not allowed on to the main plant. 

  Vienna-based diplomats complained privately that the IAEA only has the task of counting missing containers of radioactive material and  can neither measure environmental contamination nor look into reports of radiation sickness among nearby residents. 

  "The inspection will be confined to 'Location C', the nuclear material storage facility where they will independently identify, verify, repack,  seal and secure nuclear material," IAEA spokeswoman Melissa Fleming said. 

  Washington only agreed to let the U.N. mission into Iraq after repeated warnings by IAEA chief Mohamed ElBaradei. He said a  radiological and humanitarian emergency was brewing based on eyewitness reports that nearby residents had dumped uranium on the  ground and taken the radioactive containers home. 

  "Location C is located near the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre, but is outside the gate which encloses the main Tuwaitha site,"  Fleming said, adding the job would last around two weeks. 

  Not only are the inspectors limited to counting what is missing from Tuwaitha, south of Baghdad, but they have no access to six other nuclear sites in Iraq that were allegedly looted in the post-war chaos. 

  There were over 500 tons of natural uranium and 1.8 tons of low-enriched uranium stored at Tuwaitha, as well as smaller amounts of highly radioactive caesium, cobalt and strontium. 

  Caesium 137 is a highly radioactive powder that would be especially dangerous if used in a so-called "dirty bomb". In 1987, a canister of caesium powder found in a Brazil junkyard exposed 249 people to radiation, killing four. 

  U.S. officials said on Saturday they were recovering barrels looted from Tuwaitha that had stored processed uranium and were being used by local residents to wash clothes. 

  The IAEA mission to Tuwaitha is separate from the prewar weapons inspections mandated by the U.N. Security Council and which ended days before the U.S.-led war to disarm Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

  Fleming said the IAEA team planned to fly from Vienna to Kuwait City on Wednesday and then to Baghdad on Friday. It was unclear when they would reach Tuwaitha. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

G8 Leaders Pledge Marine Protection, Clean Water 

EVIAN, France, June 3, 2003 (ENS) - Leaders of the world's eight largest industrialized democracies wound up their annual three day meeting today in Evian on the shore of Lake Geneva, with a joint statement that emphasizes  environmental responsibility and sustainable development. 

Economically, "major downside risks have receded and the conditions for a recovery are in place," the G8 leaders said, and they called for measures to prevent marine pollution and improve tanker safety, and adopted a plan of  action to help halve the number of people without access to clean water and                      sanitation by 2015. 

All during the meeting, activists protesting G8 policies clashed with police on both sides of the lake. More                                                 than 100,000 came out on Sunday.  Denonstrators were tear gassed, chased and beaten. Hundreds were                                                 arrested, and one activist climber in Lausanne was seriously injured when the rope from which he hung was cut by police. 

Leaders of the G8 countries - Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United   States - pledged the ratification and implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and urgent restoration and  maintenance of global fish stocks. 

"There is growing pressure on the marine environment," the G8 leaders  acknowledged. "The decline in marine biodiversity and the depletion of fish  stocks are of increasing concern, as is the use of Flags of Convenience, especially for fishing vessels, as a means to avoid management conservation measures," they said. 

The sinking of the oil tanker "Prestige" off the coast of Spain in November  2002, said the leaders, "has again demonstrated that tanker safety and pollution prevention have to be further improved." 

In addition, the leaders "agreed to take all necessary and appropriate steps to strengthen international maritime safety." They also agreed to accelerate the adoption of guidelines on places of refuge for vessels in distress such as the "Prestige." 

Calling for support of the International Maritime Organization's efforts to strengthen maritime safety, the G8 action plan urges acceleration of the  phaseout of single hull oil tankers, "mandatory pilotage" in narrow and  restricted waters in conformity with International Maritime Organization rules, and enhanced compensation funds to benefit victims of oil pollution. 

In their statement, the G8 leaders  said that in addition to efforts to  improve the safety regimes for

                      tankers, they are "committed to act on the significant environmental  threat posed by large cargo

                      vessels and their bunkers," and they are encouraging the adoption of liability provisions including, where appropriate, through the ratification of international liability conventions. 

Noting that "global sustainable development and poverty reduction requires healthier and more sustainably managed oceans and seas," the G8 leaders promised to maintain the productivity and biodiversity of important and vulnerable marine and coastal areas, including on the high seas. 

The establishment of ecosystem networks of marine protected areas by 2012   in their own waters and regions is a priority under the action plan the leaders said, and they pledged to work with other countries to help them establish  marine protected areas in their own waters. 

Fresh water is a matter of "human security" the G8 leaders said, assuring each other and the world that they would act to "reverse the current trend of environmental degradation through the protection and balanced management  of natural resources." 

   They made particular mention of the importance of proper water management in Africa, in support of the New Partnership for Africa's Development, as  stated in the G8 Africa Action Plan. They promised to promote river basin cooperation throughout the world, with particular attention to African river                      basins. 

Good governance, capacity building, and financial resources are needed to increase and stabilize water supplies, and the G8 leaders said, "We are  committed to playing a more active role in the international efforts towards  achieving these goals." 

At the same time they underlined the need for "the United Nations to take a  key role in the water sector." 

While offering to share best practice technologies in the delivery of water and sanitation services including the "establishment and operation of partnerships, whether public-public or public-private, where appropriate," the  G8 leaders clearly favor the public-private partnership model. 

They decided to promote public-private partnerships by "inducing private sector investments" and encouraging use of local currency, facilitating international commercial investment and lending through use of risk                      guarantees, encouraging the harmonization of operational procedures, and facilitating the issue of national and international tenders. 

   To ensure sustainable forest management, the G8 leaders confirmed their  determination to strengthen international efforts to tackle the problem of illegal logging. 

On the health front, the  leaders pledged to fund the fight against HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, and to eradicate polio. "We welcome the increased bilateral commitments for HIV/AIDS," they stated, "whilst                      recognising that significant additional funds are required." 

The spread of SARS demonstrates the importance of global collaboration, including global disease surveillance, laboratory, diagnostic and research efforts, and prevention, care, and treatment, the leaders stated, and promised to collaborate on this effort. 

The pre-eminent threat to international security, the leaders said, is the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their means of delivery, which "poses a growing danger to us all," as well as the spread of international terrorism. 

North Korea's uranium enrichment and plutonium production programs and its failure to comply with its safeguards agreement under the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) undermine the non-proliferation regime and are a clear breach of North Korea's international obligations, the G8 leaders                      stated. "We strongly urge North Korea to visibly, verifiably and irreversibly dismantle any nuclear weapons programs, a fundamental step to facilitate a comprehensive and peaceful solution." 

Iran came in for a stern warning as well. "We will not ignore the proliferation implications of Iran's advanced nuclear program," they said, stressing the importance of Iran's full compliance with its obligation under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

"We urge Iran to sign and implement an IAEA Additional Protocol without delay or conditions. We offer our strongest support to comprehensive IAEA examination of this country's nuclear program," the G8 leaders stated. 

The eight leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Chemical Weapons Convention, and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, and urged all countries that have not yet joined these  agreements to do so. 

The leaders adopted an Action Plan on how best to use science and technology for sustainable development focused on three areas:

                           global observation

                           cleaner, more efficient energy and the fight against air pollution and climate change

                           agriculture and biodiversity 

Russia, the sole country whose ratification of the Kyoto Protocol could bring it into force, indicated that it is ready to ratify this year by agreeing to the common statement, "Those of us who have ratified the Kyoto Protocol  reaffirm their determination to see it enter into force." 

The protocol is an international treaty under the UN  Framework Convention on Climate Change. It requires              37 industrialized countries to reduce their emission of  six greenhouse gases an average of 5.2 percent of 1990 emissions during the five year period 2008-2012. 

The rules for entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol require 55 Parties to the Convention to ratify the                      Protocol, including the industrialized countries governed by the protocol accounting for 55 percent of that group’s carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions in 1990. 

To date, 43.9 percent of CO2 emissions are covered. Russia's ratification will  bring the protocol into force. 

Despite these positive statements for support of sustainable development, across the lake in Geneva, Switzerland, demonstrators against the G8 broke windows at the World Meteorological Organization and other buildings housing international organizations. In return, police attacked the Center of                      Independent Media in Geneva on Sunday. 

The G8 protests extended far afield, even to the Jordan-Iraq border. Since Saturday, a delegation from Ya Basta, an Italian activist organization, repeatedly has been refused entry into Iraq, according to Indymedia UK. Timed to coincide with the G8 Summit, the delegation was sent to establish  links between elements of civil society in Iraq, Palestine, and Europe, including the Baghdad Independent Media Centre. 

                      "Yesterday at 3:08 UK time," the independent media organization said today, "we began receiving text messages from the delegation who feared that U.S. forces would shoot them at the border. The activists staged a sit down  protest, but American soldiers then violently dragged them onto the rear of a  truck, injuring nine. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

04 June 2003
UNEP/UN in the News

UNEP uses fashion in 'Cool' Environment Campaign 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - From the cat-walk to the consumer, the UN Environment fashion designers and retail giants in its ongoing efforts to promote "cool" green lifestyles. UNEP said in media statement Tuesday that a growing number of professionals in the fashion industry, whether it is the high-end labels of Prada or Versace or the high-street brands of Carrefour, Monoprix and Marks and Spencer, are responding to the latent public demand for ethical and green products. In its new initiative, dubbed "shopping for a better world", which aims to influence the $7 trillion global retail industry, UNEP is developing new partnerships with people from the fashion world and hopes to bring environmental messages to a new and increasingly influential audience. "Consumers, especially the young, are often confronted with the seemingly contradictory choice of wanting to help the planet and the hedonistic desire to buy the latest 'must-have' brands," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told participants Monday at the European Commission's Green Week in Brussels. "But, what can be more modern, more fashionable, than caring about our planet," he wondered, adding, "by working with the retail and fashion industry we can help change attitudes towards consumption, and ultimately people's actions." "We are also starting to work with partners in the fashion industry, in order to show how sustainable life-styles can be fashionable and 'cool' as young people might say." As the link between manufacturers and consumers, UNEP believes the retail sector is particularly well placed to help put some aspects of the "cool" green lifestyle initiative into practice.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003185&dte=03/06/2003
Kenyans cite causes of Africa's water, sanitation woes 

Nairobi, Kenya, (PANA) - Lack of technology, information, resources and commitment are the major causes of water shortage, sanitation and waste disposal problems in African cities, an environmental workshop heard here Tuesday. The workshop organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), on community participation in water provision and sanitation, forms part of activities by the UN agency to mark World Environment Day 5 June. This year's observance is slated for Beirut, the Lebanese capital, on the theme: "Water, Two Billion People are Dying for It." Nairobi provincial environmental officer, Geoffrey Kinyanjui, said African cities needed policy guidelines and resources from the government to adequately address the multiple environmental problems facing municipal authorities. He told the workshop that sheer negligence on the part of governments was also responsible for residents of African cities consuming polluted water and living amidst garbage and broken sewer lines. "If governments lay down policy and rules on waste disposals, each individual would grow into a responsible resident by dumping waste at the rightful sites," he noted. Edwin Wanyonyi of Kenya Alliance of Residents Association (KARA) stressed the need to form alliances in the communities to attend to water and sanitation programmes in the cities.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003189&dte=03/06/2003
General Environmental news

G-8 summit adopts action plan for water 

Evian, France (PANA) - The eight most industrialize countries in the world (G-8) meeting in Evian in south-east France have adopted a plan of action for water in which they undertake to increase their financial and technical assistance in this sector to African States. According to the document entitled, "Water: G-8 Action Plan", the industrialized countries undertake to grant priority importance to the allocation of official development assistance to countries which demonstrate political will in the development of drinking water and sanitation sectors. "We will support the efforts deployed by countries of the South to strengthen their capacities to develop the necessary competence in order to provide efficient public services by helping them set up a legal, regulatory, institutional and technical framework," the G-8 Action Plan for Water states. It moreover points out that the industrialized States will provide "substantial" support for the development of huge African basins like the Nile, Rivers Senegal or Niger which, according to the G-8, needed integrated water resource management and conservation plans. In this regard, the industrialized countries proposed the dissemination of good practices on supplies, distribution and sanitation services through the promotion of the best experiences in the sector that would inspire other governments. The Evian summit moreover recommends the increased involvement of local communities, particularly in the rural zones where water and sanitation management could fall under their purview through participatory systems. To that effect, the G-8 proposes to strengthen the competence and knowledge of local authorities and the civil society, particularly women's organizations, in the water sector. However, the industrialized countries admit that all these efforts will not suffice to win "the water battle" unless funds are mobilized to implement the recommendations emanating from the world panel for the financing of infrastructure in the sector.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003081&dte=03/06/2003
Government tackles urban wastes in Algeria 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - The Algerian government has stepped up action on the control of household wastes dumped indiscriminately in the country, officials said in Algiers support for the scheme, which involves the creation dump sites for solid wastes, training of personnel and a sensitization campaign. About 8.5-million tons of solid wastes are reportedly dumped in Algeria every year. Experts say only two percent of the wastes are recycled with more than 3,000 illegal dumps dotting the country. The Algerian government organized a conference last month to unveil its waste management programme to international financial backers.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003205&dte=03/06/2003
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 04 June 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

FAO lauds Iran's afforestation efforts 

Isfahan, June 3, IRNA -- Officials from the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) said here Tuesday that Iran has done a good job in afforestation of its arid regions.                        

Provincial natural resources organization reported that FAO experts, during a visit to Aran and Bidgol area in the northern part of the province, said the area has made good progress compared to what

it was three decades ago.        
…Representatives of FAO, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the secretariat of UNEP Forestry Department, Afforestation Convention and the delegations attending the conference backed Iran's proposals and underlined the implementation of the greenery development programs in the countries which are short of forests.  
http://www.irna.ir/en/head/030603193026.ehe.shtml                                    

WCO-UNEP sign agreement on Customs role in fight against 
Brussels, June 3, IRNA -- A Memorandum of Understanding was concluded in Brussels Monday by World Customs Organisation (WCO) Secretary General, Michel Danet, and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer, to provide a new platform to ensure that Customs officials around the world are better trained and informed about environmental crime.                                   

The initiative highlights the vital role that the staff of Customs administrations have in detecting the movement of environmentally  harmful goods, toxic waste, endangered species, and ozone depleting   

substances such as chloroflurocarbons (CFC's) across international borders and frontiers, said A WCO press release issued in Brussels today.     
http://www.irna.ir/en/head/030603172821.ehe.shtml 

UN with fashion industry to promote environmentally friendly 

Tehran, June 3, IRNA -- In a bid to promote sustainable consumption and production, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Monday said it is working on a new partnership with the fashion industry to  

send ecologically friendly messages to consumers, according to a press release issued by the United Nations Information Center here on Tuesday.   

http://www.irna.ir/en/head/030603174936.ehe.shtml           

UNEP project to combat trade in illegal chemicals, endangered 

Tehran, June 3, IRNA -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Monday launched an effort to improve coordinated intelligence gathering and information exchange to help customs officers beat  

illegal trade in hazardous wastes, chemicals and endangered species, a United Nations Information Center press release announced here on Tuesday.             
http://www.irna.ir/en/head/030603163256.ehe.shtml                                                  
UNEP seeks fashion industry help to promote "green" lifestyle   
PTI News, United Nations,Tuesday, June 03, 2003:    In a bid to promote sustainable consumption and production, the United Nations Environment Programme is working on a new partnership with the fashion industry to send eco-friendly messages to consumers.                                            

http://www.ptinews.com/nextstory.asp?main=International&ID=3743&rec=none 

Industrialized world's greenhouse gas emissions rising: UN report
UNITED NATIONS, June 3 (Xinhuanet) -- The emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from highly industrialized countries could grow 17 percent from 2000 to 2010, according to a new United Nations report released Tuesday. 
"These findings clearly demonstrate that stronger and more creative policies will be needed for accelerating the spread of climate-friendly technologies and persuading businesses, local governments and citizens to cut their greenhouse gas emissions," said the report, entitled "Compilation and Synthesis of Third National Communications." 
Despite domestic measures currently in place to limit greenhouse gas, the so-called transition countries of Central and Eastern Europe are also starting to increase their emissions againas their economies recover from their 1990s nadir. 
As a result, the developed world as a whole, highly industrialized plus transition countries, will see its emissions increase by 17 percent from 2000 to 2010, according to the report. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-06/04/content_902432.htm
    

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain
Environment issues to be analysed

OZONE Depleting Substance (ODS) officers from around the region will take part in a meeting from Sunday until June 11 at Elite Hotel.

The event is being organised by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) Regional Office of West Asia (Rowa). 

It will be held under the patronage of General Commis-sion of Marine Resources, Environment and Wild Life chairman Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

Among the main topics of discussion are the regional and national action plans to phase-out ODS as required by the Montreal Protocol. All countries in the region are parties to the protocol except for Iraq and Palestine.

All parties of the protocol have committed themselves to put in place national action plans for phasing out ODS in their respective countries.

The protocol obliges all developing countries to phase out ODS used in many sectors, such as the air-conditioning and foam industries, fire-fighting, aerosols and solvents as soon as possible but no later than January 1, 2010.

Similarly, UNEP has also committed itself to supporting West Asia countries in implementing the plans as well as preparing and following up the regional action plan to curb the illegal trade in ODSs and to stop the dumping of ODS-based technologies in the West Asia region.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=53285&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26075
Jordan
Environmental discussion series starts Wednesday

series of environmental discussions will begin Wednesday under the banner: “Toward Sustainable Jordan 2020.” 

Organised by the Jordanian Environmental Watch, in cooperation with the Heinrich Boll Foundation, the 10-episode series will take place at the Radisson SAS Hotel. 

The programme is aimed at “strengthening the local community's awareness about sustainable development, in addition to increasing the performance level of environmental and development institutions,” according to organisers. 

The first episode will be dedicated to discussing the book “Jo'burg Memo — Fairness in a Fragile World.” The book's editor, Herman Agrawal, will present the primary paper for the discussion. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews6.htm
Minister, US envoy discuss environment

Minister of State for Administrative Development and Environment Minister Mohammad Thneibat on Monday discussed environmental issues with US ambassador to Jordan Edward Gnehm with regard to the Free Trade Agreement signed between the two countries. 

At the meeting, attended by USAID Director Anne Aarnes, mutual cooperation on various aspects of the environment was also discussed along with the possibility of the US offering assistance to the Kingdom in dealing with solid and medical waste. 

The minister said that according to an initial agreement USAID is to help the ministry build up its institutional capabilities and IT system. The agreement also stipulates the holding of joint training environmental workshops.

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews10.htm

Oman
A Seminar in Al-A’merat

Under the patronage of H.E. Mr. Saif Bin Ali Al-Bousa’edy a Seminar was held on the effects of the Chemicals and insectsides on the human health which organized by the Development Center of Agriculture and Fisheries.  

http://www.alwatan.com/

Iraq
 UN nuclear agency gets little access in Iraq 

The United Nations nuclear watchdog agency said on Monday it would only have access to a small area outside Iraq's main nuclear site, which diplomats complained fell far short of the agency's original hopes. 

The UN International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is due to head back to Baghdad on Friday to probe reports of looting at the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre, Iraq's biggest nuclear site. But they are not allowed on to the main plant. 

Vienna-based diplomats complained privately that the IAEA only has the task of counting missing containers of radioactive material and can neither measure environmental contamination nor look into reports of radiation sickness among nearby residents. 

“The inspection will be confined to `Location C', the nuclear material storage facility where they will independently identify, verify, repack, seal and secure nuclear material,” IAEA spokeswoman Melissa Fleming said. 

Washington only agreed to let the UN mission into Iraq after repeated warnings by IAEA chief Mohammad Al Baradei. He said a radiological and humanitarian emergency was brewing based on eyewitness reports that nearby residents had dumped uranium on the ground and taken the radioactive containers home. 

“Location C is located near the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre, but is outside the gate which encloses the main Tuwaitha site,” Fleming said, adding the job would last around two weeks. 

Not only are the inspectors limited to counting what is missing from Tuwaitha, south of Baghdad, but they have no access to six other nuclear sites in Iraq that were allegedly looted in the postwar chaos. 

There were over 500 tonnes of natural uranium and 1.8 tonnes of low-enriched uranium stored at Tuwaitha, as well as smaller amounts of highly radioactive caesium, cobalt and strontium. 

Caesium 137 is a highly radioactive powder that would be especially dangerous if used in a so-called “dirty bomb.” In 1987, a canister of caesium powder found in a Brazil junkyard exposed 249 people to radiation, killing four. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/news/news8.htm

UAE
Infrastructure projects worth Dh5b underway in Western Region

Infrastructure projects worth about Dh5 billion are being carried out in Abu Dhabi's Western Region, a National Consultative Council (NCC) report said yesterday.

According to the report prepared by the council's Committee for Western Region Affairs, the projects include new housing schemes, road networks, utility facilities and other civic services.

The report, which was prepared by the committee after discussions with the authorities concerned, was presented before the council at its closing session of the first round of the 15th Legislative Chapter. 

The council reviewed the report on the projects being carried out by the Public Works Department and Abu Dhabi Municipality and Town Planning Department.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=89204
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Top UN envoy in Iraq meets with US, British civilian chiefs

*
Calm in Bunia, transitional government keys to situation in DR of Congo, Annan says
*
Security Council members stress concern at humanitarian situation in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Bush’s summit with Arabs ‘important step’ in Middle East peace – Annan

*
More civilian police, 6-month extension recommended for UN mission in Cyprus

*
Liberian: UN agency assists refugees fleeing to Côte d’Ivoire as new fighting erupts

*
UN concerned over ‘voluntariness’ of Burundians repatriating from Tanzania

*
WHO works to expedite development of SARS diagnostic test

*
Only one-third of $5 billion needed received so far in UN appeal for crisis countries

*
WHO calls for concerted global action to forestall alarming cancer death trends

*
UN labour agency opens annual conference, pledging to fight poverty with jobs

*
Annan’s panel seeks to smooth UN-civil society relations, chairman says

*
UN hails Rotary’s fund raising for polio eradication, warns of money shortfall

*
UN decolonization panel calls for cooperation with visiting missions

*
Industrialized world’s greenhouse gas emissions rising – UN report 

*
World’s poorest need relief help combined with development plans – UN official

*
Discovery of mad cow disease case in Canada shows surveillance working – UN

*
Germany to turn government buildings in Bonn into UN offices

* * * *

Iraq

3 June – The top United Nations official in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, met with his counterparts from the United Kingdom and United States today to discuss the world body’s role in the country’s reconstruction.

Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, described the meeting with US Civilian Administrator L. Paul Bremer and British Special Representative John Sawers as “very cordial and constructive.” He also told reporters he would spend his first few days in Baghdad defining precisely what the nature of the UN role would be in accordance with the Security Council’s resolution that established his post.

Mr. Bremer said the UN had a vital role to play and he was looking forward to working closely with Mr. Vieira de Mello and his team on implementing the Council’s resolution.

The resolution includes among the Special Representative’s duties “working intensively with the Authority, the people of Iraq, and others concerned to advance efforts to restore and establish national and local institutions for representative governance, including by working together to facilitate a process leading to an internationally recognized, representative government of Iraq.”

During the meeting, just a day after Mr. Vieira de Mello’s arrival, Mr. Bremer and Mr. Sawers explained the coalition’s priorities during the current phase, namely: re-establishing law and order, re-connecting basic services, and rejuvenating civil society; working on improving the economic situation; and moving towards creating a democratic, representative government in Iraq.

Asked at UN Headquarters in New York whether he was pushing for a special time frame for setting up a representative Iraqi government, Mr. Annan told reporters: “This is an issue that he (Mr. Vieira de Mello) will take as one of the first topics with the coalition authority and of course he is also going to talk to as many Iraqi groups as possible.” When the Iraqi government is formed and at what point sovereignty passes over to them is a “very sensitive” issue, Mr. Annan said, declining to be more specific.

Mr. Vieira de Mello also visited the offices of the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

In the humanitarian field, UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers has sent a Special Envoy for Iraq to assist in the voluntary return of refugees, the return and reintegration programmes for internally displaced persons and the protection of Iraq’s existing refugee communities and stateless persons.

Dennis McNamara, currently UNHCR’s Inspector General, travelled to Baghdad on Sunday and will work under Mr. Vieira de Mello’s leadership.
* * *

DR of Congo

3 June – The situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) needs to be tackled on two fronts – taking steps to calm war-ravaged Bunia and pressing forward on the political side with the formation of a transitional government, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

Speaking to reporters upon his arrival at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General noted that he will be sending Mustapha Niasse as his Special Representative, with Gen. Maurice Baril, who was Chief of Staff of the Canadian Armed Forces and former Military Adviser at the UN, to work with the DRC Government on the formation of the new Congolese army.

“We hope we will be able to give them assistance, by resolving that problem so they can move forward with the formation of the government,” he said. “I believe if we can make progress on the political front it will also have impact on the military situation. Of course we have also asked the Council to approve a new plan that will allow increase of the UN forces in the Congo.” In a new report out yesterday, the Secretary-General recommended boosting the military strength of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) to 10,800 troops.

In related news, MONUC is coordinating joint mechanisms on the ground with the interim emergency multinational force in advance of its deployment in Bunia, according to a UN spokesman. Consultations with troop contributing countries to that force are also continuing.

A Security Council mission, led by Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, will travel to the region later this week to gain a firsthand assessment of the situation. That mission is also scheduled to visit South Africa, Angola, Burundi, Rwanda and Tanzania.

Meanwhile, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said that insecurity in the Ituri region was hampering the distribution of food aid to the displaced populations. The agency said it had just completed a general distribution in difficult conditions of three weeks of rations to 9,000 displaced persons – who were regularly harassed by rebel groups – near the airport.

For its part, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that relief activities in the DRC are severely underfunded, with only 18.5 per cent of funding received against an appeal of more than $220 million.
* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

3 June – While welcoming recent progress in the implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis peace accord for Côte d’Ivoire, members of the United Nations Security Council today stressed again their concern at the humanitarian situation in the country.

The Council’s President for the month of June, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation, said in a press statement that members expressed satisfaction at the presentation to the National Assembly, by the Prime Minister, of a draft programme for implementing the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement.

“They also welcomed the start of discussions between FANCI and Forces nouvelles on arrangements for disarmament,” Ambassador Lavrov said. “They called on the parties to continue to take the Linas-Marcoussis process forward, in particular by appointing Ministers for Defence, Interior and Women Affairs. They reaffirmed their full support for the Monitoring Committee and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General.”

Ambassador Lavrov noted that Council members were briefed on the visit made by the Monitoring Committee to the western part of Côte d’Ivoire on 26 May, and received an update by France on the activities of its troops. “They welcomed the successful implementation, in particular in the west, of the complete ceasefire reached on 3 May,” he said. “They renewed their appreciation for the support provided by French and ECOWAS forces in this operation, in accordance with Security Council resolutions 1464 and 1479. They urged Member States to provide additional logistical and financial support to ECOWAS.”

The Council President also noted that members stressed again their concern at the humanitarian situation in Côte d’Ivoire. “They expressed particular concern at the situation of Liberian refugees who had recently crossed the border into Côte d’Ivoire,” he said, adding that they called on Member States to respond to the appeal launched by UN agencies and urged the parties to respect human rights and international humanitarian law.

“Members of the Council looked forward to the opportunity to emphasize these points directly to the Ivoirian parties during their mission to West Africa at the end of June, beginning of July,” Ambassador Lavrov said.

Earlier Tuesday, the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hédi Annabi, briefed Council members on the latest developments in Côte d’Ivoire and on progress made towards establishing the UN Mission there (MINUCI).

* * *

Middle East: Secretary-General

3 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called United States President George W. Bush’s summit with Arab leaders in Egypt today “an important step in our efforts” to resolve the Middle Eastern conflict.

“I am glad that President Bush was able to meet with the leaders of the region and to meet them so early in the process because I think that they are an essential part of the process and they should be engaged,” Mr. Annan told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York. “So I am very happy that he was able to meet with them and to get their support.”

Asked about the summit’s statement that there is no support for terrorism in view of the failure by UN Member States to come to any definition of terrorism, Mr. Annan replied: “I think in the absence of that definition, absence of agreement on definition, the Member States of the UN have all condemned terrorism and so I don’t see any conflict between that lack of definition and the decision which was taken in Sharm El Sheikh.”

The UN is a partner with the US, the European Union and Russian Federation – the so-called Quartet – in the Road Map plan for Middle East peace based on an Israeli and a Palestinian state living side by side and achieved through reciprocal, parallel steps by 2005.

* * *

Cyprus

3 June – Though conditions in Cyprus have improved somewhat – with continued calm along ceasefire lines and the easing of restrictions at some Turkish Cypriot crossing points – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has requested that the mandate of the UN mission in the country be extended until the end of the year.

In his latest report to the Security Council on the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP), the Secretary-General stresses that under current conditions, the mission’s continued presence on the island is necessary for the maintenance of the ceasefire between the two sides and that its mandate should be extended until 15 December.

Mr. Annan notes that in the last week of April, the Turkish Cypriot authorities opened a crossing point to the public for travel in both directions – the first such opening in almost three decades. Additional crossing points were opened in the following days.

The first week, around 140,000 Greek Cypriots crossed to the north and 34,000 Turkish Cypriots went in the opposite direction. Since then the average number of crossings has stabilized to about 13,000 people per day.

The UN Force, especially its civilian police component, has been active in ensuring a safe and orderly crossing of people and vehicles through the UN buffer zone. UN engineers have also worked to improve the roads. To face these additional duties, Mr. Annan recommends that the current police force of 35, be augmented by up to 34 more officers.

Still, the Secretary-General emphasizes that recent developments are not a substitute for a comprehensive settlement. “It seems highly unlikely that such a settlement can be achieved without the genuine political commitment to the proposal I put forward and a firm timetable to finalize negotiations,” he says.
* * *

Liberia

3 June – Thousands of Liberians have fled a new round of fighting in southern Liberia and arrived in neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire, where the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is now working to alleviate the added pressure on local communities already burdened by other refugees and the effects of their own country’s civil conflict.

In the past two days, more than 2,000 Liberians, mostly women and children, have arrived at Tabou in western Côte d’Ivoire, paddling canoes 200 metres across the roaring Cavaly River, UNHCR said. 

The frightened refugees are arriving mainly at the Yeoli and Nero entry points, bringing stories of heavy fighting between the Liberian Government and rebel forces battling to control the region, despite the torrential rainy season downpours hampering travel in the area.

“We’re in a race against the weather and the poor health condition of the new arrivals,” said UNHCR’s acting representative in Abidjan, Panos Moumtzis. “We’re very worried about the children should diarrhoeal outbreaks become widespread.”

The newly arrived Liberians further strain the infrastructure in Tabou, which receives only an hour of electricity daily and suffers a serious shortage of clean water, according to UNHCR, which is providing assistance to communities willing to host the refugees.

The agency has dispatched shelter materials to the new arrivals, and re-opened a transit centre intended for 700 people but currently sheltering more than 2,500. UNHCR is also working to identify more villages willing to accept the fleeing Liberians. Few non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are established in the region, complicating the relief operation. 

Altogether, an estimated 15,000 Liberians have arrived in the Tabou area in the last 10 to 15 days, a number over the 12,000 Ivorians who populate the town.

* * *
Burundi

3 June – With the number of Burundians returning home from Tanzania rising sharply over the last few weeks, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today voiced concern that the repatriations have not been fully voluntary.

“Returning refugees cite the declining levels of assistance as one of the major reasons for return,” UNHCR spokesperson Peter Kessler said in Geneva. “Others lament new measures imposed by local authorities which restrict their movements and now confine them to the camps.”

Before the restrictions, refugees were able to move freely within a 4-kilometre radius of the camps, and many used this opportunity to cultivate crops or engage in other activities to supplement their food and other needs, Mr. Kessler stated.

He added that many of the total 350,000 Burundian refugees in Tanzania’s refugee camps who normally supplement their food by going out to work in nearby farms are now wholly dependent on food rations, which were halved at the beginning of the year because of shortages, worsening their burden.

In other news, UNHCR reported a more enthusiastic response among refugees in Zambia to repatriate to Angola. More than 2,000 Angolans have registered under UNHCR’s phased voluntary repatriation programme set to start in two weeks. The gradual return – to be carried out over two years – would be to areas identified as having the essential facilities and environments that would make returns durable.

Zambia hosts an estimated 90,000 Angolans in camps and settlements and another 98,000 elsewhere, mainly in urban centres. They are among 440,000 Angolan refugees in Angola’s neighbouring countries. UNHCR has noted a significant number of spontaneous returns since a ceasefire in Angola went into effect last year, ending 30 years of civil conflict.

* * *

SARS

3 June – With the development of commercial diagnostic tests for Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) progressing slower than initially hoped, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said its network of laboratories are working to expedite the process by providing critical specimen to scientists.

The development of diagnostic tests has been stalled partly because unusual patterns of the virus complicate the task, WHO said. Most viral diseases excrete the greatest quantities of the causative agent during the initial phase of illness – usually in the first few days following the onset of symptoms during which patients pose the greatest risk of infecting others – while viral shedding is comparatively low at the onset of SARS.

Available tests are unable to reliably detect the SARS virus or its genetic material during the earliest days of illness because the viral load peaks at around 10 days after onset of clinical illness. This poses a particular challenge for SARS control, as patients are still capable of infecting others during that initial phase.

The WHO collaborating network has made critical biological materials and reagents available to other laboratories, including the commercial sector. Such specimens are needed to assess how well a test will perform with real patient specimens, as opposed to artificial laboratory conditions.

In return for the supply of these exclusive materials, recipients of WHO support have agreed to offer test kits, once available, at preferential prices to developing countries.


Meanwhile, WHO expressed concern over the sharp drop, virtually to zero, of new SARS cases in China, raising questions about the counting method used. This comes at a time China has been cooperating more with the agency, after an earlier credibility problem arising out of that country’s initial reporting of its SARS situation. 

WHO stressed, however, that if the current drop is indeed good news, then China should be applauded rather than treated with suspicion. 

As of today, a cumulative total of 8,398 probable SARS cases and 772 deaths have been reported from 29 countries.
* * *

Consolidated appeal

3 June – The United Nations consolidated appeals for countries in crisis has so far received only one-third of the $5.34 billion needed for life-sustaining operations in 2003, according to a mid-year review by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

The $1.8 billion received masks serious disparities in response, OCHA said, noting that humanitarian activities in high-profile emergencies such as Iraq and Afghanistan have received strong funding against their appeals, while others like Liberia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo have received less than a quarter of what is needed.

OCHA also said food aid receives by far the most funding with contributions exceeding the combined funding for all other activities. The agency noted an especially disturbing trend is low or late funding for rehabilitation programs aimed at helping families to attain self-sufficiency.

“Funding must come early in the year, or agencies are forced to stretch thin resources across sectors, or reduce rations, which leads at worst to increased rates of mortality and morbidity, and at least to fewer people being assisted,” OCHA warned.

The UN Consolidated Appeals aim to bring food to the hungry, medical assistance to the sick, shelter to displaced populations, and to provide for other basic needs, aiding some 83 million people in failed states, countries facing civil war or communities devastated by conflict.  
* * *

Cancer

3 June – Regions with traditionally low numbers of cancer deaths could face alarming mortality rates by 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) warned today, and challenged all sectors to work together to prevent and treat the disease throughout the world.

Immediate and concerted action could save two million lives by 2020 and 6.5 million lives by 2040, according to a booklet published by WHO and the International Union Against Cancer (UICC).

“With existing knowledge, it is possible to prevent at least one-third of the 10 million cancer cases that occur annually throughout the world,” WHO Director-General Gro Brundtland said. “Where sufficient resources are made available, current knowledge also allows the early detection and effective treatment of a further one-third of those cases. Pain relief and palliative care can improve the quality of life of cancer patients and their families.”

The booklet, “Global Action Against Cancer,” presents key facts and figures on the global cancer burden, covering mortality and incidence rates for 12 different regions around the world and tracks the evolution of the global cancer picture in the coming years.

Knowledge on cancer prevention and treatment is increasing and yet the number of new cases grows every year, the report states. Some regions – including North and West Africa, South America, the Caribbean, and Southeast Asia – could face a sharp increase of over 75 per cent in the number of cancer deaths in 2020 compared to 2000, it forecasts.

“Cancer is potentially the most preventable and most curable of the major life-threatening diseases facing humankind. By applying existing knowledge and promoting evidence-based actions in cancer control, we will turn this truth into reality for all people everywhere,” UICC President John Seffrin said.

WHO and UICC have challenged international organizations, governments, institutions and individuals from all sectors to work together to reverse the trends by addressing common risk factors, providing recommended treatment, and planning effectively at national and regional levels. They have also called for concerted efforts to improve quality of life for those living with and dying from cancer, their families, and caregivers.

* * *

International Labour Conference

3 June – The United Nations International Labour Office (ILO) opened its three-week annual conference in Geneva today with an agenda ranging from a new plan for fighting poverty worldwide by promoting decent work to enhancing safety and security in the workplace and eliminating discrimination.

Often called the international parliament of labour, the ninety-first International Labour Conference appointed Kenyan Vice President and Labour Minister Michael Wamalwa Kijana as its president.

ILO Director-General Juan Somavia is scheduled to introduce his report, “Working out of Poverty,” when plenary debate starts on Monday. The report provides a roadmap for future ILO efforts to forge a strategy for alleviating poverty by promoting decent work for working poor as well as creating new opportunities for people excluded from work.

“Work is the best route out of poverty,” Mr. Somavia says in the report, which includes an appeal to governments, workers and employers to join forces in seeking a tripartite joint effort to help “free people and societies from the global poverty trap.”

Two eminent guest speakers are expected to address the conference – President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa on 11 June and King Abdullah II of Jordan on 12 June.

As part of ILO’s on-going campaign to staunch the toll of work-related accidents and illnesses that take some 2 million lives and cost the global economy an estimated $1.25 trillion each year, delegates will hold a wide-ranging discussion on priorities and aims for action in the area of occupational safety and health. The aim is to elaborate a plan of action, which could encompass international labour standards, other instruments such as codes of practice, technical cooperation, knowledge management and dissemination and inter-agency cooperation.

This year, there will be a special sitting on the afternoon of 12 June where the delegates will examine the ILO Director-General’s report on “The Situation of Workers of the Occupied Arab Territories,” documenting the deteriorating conditions of Arab workers and their families in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and in the Golan, as well as the serious downturn of the Israeli economy. The report offers a technical cooperation package, and urges the donor community to support emergency measures aimed at creating jobs and promoting social dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians.

The Conference will also discuss forced labour in Myanmar. In May 2003, the ILO and Myanmar came to a Formal Understanding on a facilitator to help possible victims seek remedies. In addition, a Plan of Action against forced labour is to comprise a road-building project, alternatives to the use of forced labour, and information and awareness raising.

On 13 June, a Plenary Session will be devoted to ILO’s new global report on eliminating discrimination entitled “Time for equality at work.” The report shows that while the most blatant forms of discrimination at work may be waning, many remain a persistent part of daily life or are taking on new, subtler forms.

* * *

Civil society

3 June – Faced with the proliferation of non-government organizations (NGOs), the chairman of a panel of prominent figures convened by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he would seek “some creative mechanisms and instruments” to smooth a consultative relationship between the world body and non-government actors.

“You have to face this new situation and to what extent it would be possible from the UN point of view to have new mechanisms to engage more non-government actors in the UN process,” former President Fernando Henrique Cardoso of Brazil told a press briefing on the second of two days of closed meetings at UN Headquarters in New York.

This would not necessarily mean direct participation in the decision process, but “in the deliberation process, yes,” said Mr. Cardoso, chairman of the Secretary-General’s Panel of Eminent Persons on UN Relations with Civil Society.

He cited the last decade’s explosion of civil society organizations as a reason Mr. Annan had decided to examine problems associated with and possible expanded links between the UN and non-State actors, such as NGOs, parliamentarians, foundations, and members of the private sector.

In that regard, the panel was researching organizations and possible areas of contact, setting guidelines for discussions, and consulting with all actors to better understand what kinds of links could be established.

He said that during the last decade, UN conferences on women, racism and the environment, for example, had encouraged a new type of interaction between the UN and civil society. The new situation now had to be understood and built upon.

“In all this there is new questions and to what extent it will be possible to utilize the energy coming from civil society in the process of deliberation,” Mr. Cardoso added.

The panel brings together prominent personalities from Colombia, Hungary, India, Iran, Jordan, Mali, Mozambique, the Philippines, South Africa, Spain, Sweden and the United States.

* * *

Polio

3 June – Warning that lack of funding continues to stand in the way of a polio-free world, United Nations agencies today hailed Rotary International for raising nearly $90 million as part of the “front line” battle to immunize every child and urged the global community to follow the organization’s example.

“Reaching every last child, in every corner of the world takes dollars, commitment and volunteers,” Dr. Shigeru Omi, Director at the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Regional Office for the Western Pacific, told 16,000 Rotary members gathered at their international convention in Brisbane, Australia.

WHO and Rotary International are partners in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, formed in 1988 as a public-private partnership that also includes the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United States Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), with support from national governments, private foundations such as the UN Foundation and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, development banks, donor governments, corporations and individuals.

From its headquarters in New York, UNICEF’s Executive Director Carol Bellamy, added her praise. “Rotarians really are the heart and soul of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative,” she said. “Eighteen years ago they took their vision of a polio-free world for children to the international community. Since then they have contributed not just money, but passion, creativity and genuine hard work on the ground.”

Rotary’s release today of the results of its yearlong campaign to raise funds for a polio-free world – $88,557,000 – came less than 30 days after the announcement that a critical funding gap threatens the Initiative.

Recognizing that insufficient funding is now the single biggest threat to polio eradication, Rotary members everywhere held fundraising events or personally donated to the cause. Throughout the world, 1.2 million members held auctions and charity raffles, cycled thousands of kilometres and organized many other activities to raise funds for eradicating polio. Rotary’s latest fundraising drive is in addition to over $500 million the service organization has already contributed to the cause.

Warning that the funding gap for 2003-2005 continues to stand in the way of a polio-free world, the Initiative urged the global community to follow Rotary’s lead and commit the necessary resources to getting the job done. The Initiative has slashed the incidence of polio by more than 99 per cent. In 1988, more than 350 000 children across the globe were paralysed by polio. In 2002, the world had only 1919 reported cases in seven countries.

* * *

Decolonization

3 June – Aware that visiting non-self-governing territories can provide an effective way to study the situation on the ground and determine the aspirations of the peoples, a United Nations special panel dealing with decolonization issues called on administering Powers to cooperate with efforts to send UN visiting missions to the such territories.

With the unanimous adoption of a resolution on the question of sending missions to territories – one of three texts approved without a vote yesterday – the Special committee on decolonization also stressed the need to dispatch periodic missions to the world’s remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories to facilitate the full, speedy and effective implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples with respect to those Territories.

The Committee also requested its Chairman to consult with the administering Power of Guam to facilitate the dispatch of a UN visiting mission to that Territory.
The Special Committee on decolonization, a 24-member panel that discusses the developments in the 16 remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories and hears statements from appointed and elected representatives of the Territories and petitioners, resumed its annual session yesterday at UN Headquarters in New York.

Adopting a text on the dissemination of information on decolonization, the Committee requested the Departments of Political Affairs and Public Information to take into account its suggestions to continue their efforts to take measures through all the media available, including publications, radio and television, as well as the Internet, to give publicity to the work of the United Nations in the field of decolonization.
In other action, the Committee requested the administering Powers to transmit or continue to transmit to Secretary-General Kofi Annan the information prescribed in Article 73e of the UN Charter, as well as the fullest possible information on political and constitutional developments in the Territories concerned, within a maximum period of six months following the expiration of the administrative year in those Territories.
Under Article 73e, Member States which have or assume responsibilities for the administration of Territories whose peoples have not yet attained a full measure of self-government, undertake to transmit regularly to the Secretary-General information relating to economic, social and educational conditions in the Territories for which they are responsible.

* * *

Greenhouse gases

3 June – The emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from Europe, Japan, the United States and other highly industrialized countries could grow by 17 per cent from 2000 to 2010, despite domestic measures currently in place to limit them, according to a new United Nations report released today.

“These findings clearly demonstrate that stronger and more creative policies will be needed for accelerating the spread of climate-friendly technologies and persuading businesses, local governments and citizens to cut their greenhouse gas emissions,” said Joke Waller Hunter, Executive Secretary of the UN Climate Change Convention.

The so-called transition countries of Central and Eastern Europe are also starting to increase their emissions again as their economies recover from their early- and mid-1990s nadir, according to the report, “Compilation and Synthesis of Third National Communications” and based on projections provided by the governments themselves. As a result, the developed world as a whole – highly industrialized plus transition countries – will see its emissions increase by 10 per cent from 2000 to 2010.

Developed countries saw their combined emissions actually fall during the 1990s, by 3 per cent, due to a 37 per cent decline in transition country emissions. They thus met the Climate Change Convention’s intermediate aim of keeping the group’s overall emissions at 1990 levels by 2000.

But greenhouse gas emissions in the highly industrialized countries rose by 8 per cent during that period. The European Union’s total emissions decreased by 3.5 per cent from 1990 to 2000, with individual member States varying between a decrease of 19 per cent and an increase of 35 per cent. Emissions increased in most other highly industrialized countries, including New Zealand (5 per cent), Japan (11 per cent), United States (14 per cent), Australia (18 per cent) and Canada (20 per cent).

The report will be considered at a two-week meeting of the Convention’s 190 member governments that formally opens in Bonn, Germany, tomorrow. Its projections, based on data from 2000-2001, can help governments plan their future climate change strategies. With a very few exceptions, the reporting governments underlined the importance of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol in shaping their domestic climate policy responses. They reiterated that their Kyoto targets are a first step towards long-term and continued emission reductions.

* * *

Least developed countries

3 June – The United Nations envoy for the world’s poorest countries told academics and aid workers at an international humanitarian training seminar that helping the most vulnerable people in times of crisis required assistance combined with long-term development plans – more than just providing “emergency relief.”

In a keynote address to the opening of the International Diploma in Humanitarian Assistance Programme organized by Fordham University of New York, Anwarul Karim Chowdhury yesterday noted that the humanitarian crises in the least developed countries (LDCs) seriously hampered their long-term development efforts.

Mr. Chowdhury, UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, emphasized that efforts to reach and provide assistance to the most vulnerable persons affected by crises could only be sustained if there was a clear strategy for moving as quickly as possible away from the simple provision of emergency relief and towards a more comprehensive humanitarian and development assistance programme. He also stressed that there could be no transition to development without the involvement and participation of the community and local structures and institutions.

The participants in Fordham’s four-week workshop – co-sponsored by the Centre for International Health and Cooperation, the University of Geneva and the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland – many of whom work for humanitarian agencies around the world, will undergo training in crisis negotiation, international human rights law and health and human service issues. A number of UN agencies will be represented by field-level participants.

The Programme also opened with a videotaped welcome message from UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who underscored the importance of well-coordinated humanitarian assistance programmes in various parts of the world because of the increasing complexity and frequency of such emergencies.

* * *

Mad cow disease

3 June – Calling it “good news” and urging all countries to continue their checks, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today the discovery of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in a cow in Canada proved that active surveillance and diagnosis programmes are working.

“The identification of a single case of BSE is not a cause for panic,” Andrew Speedy of the FAO’s Animal Production and Health Division said of BSE, also known as mad cow disease, which is deadly for humans when transmitted through eating contaminated meat.

“It is good news that odd single cases of BSE are being picked up by inspection. There has been no sign of an escalation of numbers in any of the countries that have identified isolated cases. Rather, it demonstrates that active surveillance is picking up the one-in-a-million case,” Mr. Speedy added.

“All countries should continue to check for the disease and apply precautionary measures, even where BSE has never been found.”

Only a few cases had been found in new countries, and the trend in European countries which were most affected is certainly downwards as a result of government programmes to find and destroy the disease, Mr. Speedy said.

But, he added, “Even countries which have not found any cases of BSE should now consider adopting more stringent measures.”

Keeping the dangerous material out of the food chain and not amplifying the risk through feeding it back to animals are the principle factors to ensure against the survival of BSE in a country. “Stricter rules and attention to detail are called for to be absolutely sure that meat is safe,” Mr. Speedy stressed.
* * * 

UN campus

3 June – The Government of Germany has approved plans to convert former government and parliament buildings in Bonn over the next two years to a campus housing the offices of various United Nations agencies.

The buildings are to be fully refurbished and will eventually accommodate the offices of the UN Volunteers, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the World Health Organization (WHO).

The facilities, which will be able to accommodate up to a 1,000 staff, will also house the secretariats of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification and the UN Convention on Migratory Species.

The current staff of 600 is due to move into the refurbished buildings in 2005.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           Former Brazilian President Fernando Enrique Cardoso will be joining us here at the briefing today.  He is  Chairman of the Secretary-General’s Panel of Eminent Persons on United Nations Relations with Civil Society, which began two days of closed-door meetings here at Headquarters yesterday, and he will discuss the Panel’s work with you.

           **Iraq

           This morning in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, met  L. Paul Bremer, the US Civilian Administrator, and John Sawers, the UK Special Representative.

           The three held an initial meeting alone for an hour, and they were then joined by their respective delegations  for an additional 30 minutes.

           During the meeting, Bremer and Sawers briefed Vieira de Mello on the Coalition’s priorities in Iraq during the  current phase, namely:

           1.  Re-establishing law and order, reconnecting basic services, and rejuvenating civil society;

           2.  Working on improving the economic situation; and

           3.  Moving towards creating a democratic, representative government in Iraq.

           Afterwards in speaking to the press, Bremer said the UN had a vital role to play in Iraq and said he was

     looking forward to working closely with Vieira de Mello and his team on implementing Security Council’s latest resolution on Iraq.

           For his part, Vieira de Mello said that they had had a very cordial and constructive meeting, adding that he was spending his first few days in Baghdad working on defining precisely what the nature of the UN role would be, in accordance with the Council’s resolution.

           Also today, Vieira de Mello had the opportunity to visit the UNDP offices and meet with the UN staff there. 

           During the next few days, he will continue to assess how best the UN might assist Iraq in the areas outlined in the Council’s resolution.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière of France is scheduled to brief you here in room 226 at 12:45 p.m. tomorrow on the upcoming Security Council mission to Central Africa, which he will lead.  The mission is expected to  travel to South Africa, Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, including Bunia, Burundi, Rwanda and Tanzania.

           Meanwhile, the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) is coordinating joint

     mechanism on the ground with the Interim Emergency Multinational Force in advance of its deployment in Bunia.  The  consultations with troop-contributing countries to that Force continue.

           Jean-Marie Guehenno, the Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, will be our guest at the  noon briefing on Thursday to talk to you about his just-concluded visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           On the humanitarian front, the World Food Programme (WFP) said that insecurity in the Ituri region was hampering the distribution of food aid to the displaced populations there.  WFP had just completed a general distribution in difficult conditions of three weeks of rations to 9,000 displaced persons near the airport.  The displaced persons were regularly harassed by rebel groups, according to WFP.

           Meanwhile, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that humanitarian activities in the  Democratic Republic of the Congo are severely underfunded with only 18.5 per cent of funding received against an  appeal of more than $220 million.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is meeting on the programme of work for the month of June and on Côte d'Ivoire during which members heard a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hedi Annabi on the latest developments there.

           A press statement on Côte d'Ivoire is expected to be read following those consultations.

           Also following the consultations, the Council President, Russian Ambassador Sergey Lavrov, is scheduled to  brief reporters in this room on the programme of work for the month.

           **Cyprus

           Out of the racks today is the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN peacekeeping force in Cyprus, which  covers the developments on the island since November of last year.  He recommends that the Council extend the mission’s current mandate for a further six months, until 15 December 2003.

           In the last week of April, the Turkish Cypriot authorities opened a crossing point to the public for travel in both  directions.  This was the first such opening in almost three decades.  Additional crossing points were opened in the  following days.

           The first week around 140,000 Greek Cypriots crossed to the north and 34,000 Turkish Cypriots went in the opposite direction.  Since then, the average number of crossings has stabilized to about 13,000 people per day.

           The UN force, especially its civilian police component, has been active in ensuring a safe and orderly crossing  of people and vehicles through the UN buffer zone.  UN engineers have also worked to improve the roads.

           To face these additional duties, the Secretary-General says that the mission requires an additional 34 civilian  police officers.  There are currently 35 police officers assigned to the force.

           In conclusion, he notes that these recent developments are not a substitute for a comprehensive settlement.   “It seems highly unlikely that such a settlement can be achieved without the genuine political commitment to the  proposal I put forward and a firm timetable to finalize the negotiations”, he says.

           **Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General on Zimbabwe

           We issued a statement yesterday evening expressing the Secretary-General’s concern over reports of the

     possibility of violence in connection with the mass action against the government planned by the opposition Movement  for Democratic Change (MDC) in Zimbabwe.

           The Secretary-General urged the organizers of that action to ensure that it remains peaceful and within the law.  And he called on the Government of Zimbabwe to respect the basic principles of freedom of expression and of  assembly.

           He reiterated his support for and readiness to contribute to the search for a negotiated solution to the

     country’s difficulties.

           We have the full text available in my Office.

           **Liberia

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that thousands of Liberians have fled  fresh fighting in southern Liberia for the relative safety of neighbouring Côte d'Ivoire in recent days, putting new pressure  on communities already burdened by long-time refugees and the effects of Côte d'Ivoire's civil conflict.

           **Burundi

           From Burundi, the World Food Programme said that the renewal of intensive fighting on 22 May in Bujumbura  province has caused a serious displacement of up to 15,000 persons. 

           Meanwhile, UNHCR said it was worried about more than 35,000 Burundian refugees who had sought asylum in Tanzania in the last year and a half.  There was a sharp rise in the number of returns of these Burundian refugees amid  concern that their return was not fully voluntary.

           **Consolidated Appeals Review

           A few press releases to highlight.

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, OCHA, said today that the mid-year review of the 2003  Consolidated Appeals for countries in crisis shows that overall only one third of the funds required have been received  so far.

           Some of the appeals for individual countries like Afghanistan and Iraq have received strong funding, while  others like Liberia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo have received less than a quarter of what is needed. 

           **International Labour Conference

           The 91st International Labour Conference began today at ILO headquarters in Geneva and will run until 19  June.  It began with the election of its new President, Michael Christopher Wamalwa, Vice President and Labour  Minister of Kenya.  ILO Director General Juan Somavia presented his annual report, “Working out of Poverty”, which  provided a road map for ILO efforts to reduce poverty by promoting decent working conditions for the working poor and  creating new opportunities for those excluded from work.  We have details in the press release.

           **World Health Organization

           The World Health Organization (WHO) yesterday expressed concern over the rather slow process of

     developing commercial diagnostic tests for Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome.  Part of the problem arises from  certain unusual features of SARS that make this disease an especially difficult scientific challenge.

           The WHO, together with the Chinese authorities, is also concerned about the SARS outbreak in China, as the  number of new cases is dropping very sharply, virtually to zero, while doubts still exist on the effectiveness of surveillance and reporting systems.

           The latest statistics indicate a total of 8,384 probable cases, with 770 deaths, reported from 29 countries. 

     Those, of course, are the worldwide figures.

           In other news, WHO and UNICEF welcomed the new $88.6 million pledge from the Rotary International for the  Global Polio Eradication Program, the world’s largest public health initiative.

           **UNIC Bonn

           Finally, the UN Information Centre in Bonn, Germany, informs us that the German Government has approved  plans to convert former government and parliament buildings in Bonn to a UN campus.

           The buildings are to be fully refurbished and will eventually house the offices of the UN Volunteers, UNESCO’s Institute for Vocational Training, the Regional Office for Health and Environment of the World Health Organization; and the secretariats of the Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Convention to Combat Desertification and the  Convention on Migratory Species.

           The current 600 staff is due to move into the refurbished buildings in 2005.  The campus will be able to

     accommodate up to a 1,000 staff and it is hoped it will attract more agencies and programmes. 

           That’s all I have for you.  President Cardoso, would you like to come up and join me here?  I will be with you in  just a minute.  Any questions before we go to President Cardoso on civil society?  Richard?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is it the Secretary-General’s intention to stop at the microphone on the way in or we don’t know?

           Spokesman:  I haven’t been able to talk to him yet this morning, so I don’t know which way he might come in.   I was calling him to give him the heads up that there might be some of you waiting for him at the front door.  So, we  will get a call from his security when he leaves the residence and we’ll take that opportunity to urge him to come in  through the front door.

           Question:  You mentioned the Bonn building; I was away, is there anything new on the Capital Master

     improvement; has there been a decision regarding money, regarding the renovation of this structure here?

           Spokesman:  I think we’re still waiting for the financial arrangements to be sorted out; and those, of course,  were dependent on an interest-free loan from the US Government.  So, I’d have to ask Catherine Bertini what the latest  is from the US Congress on that score.  Yeah?

           Question:  Has the Secretary-General any plans to send his Special Advisor de Soto to the area, Cyprus and Greece and Turkey?

           Spokesman:  To my knowledge, no.  As you got from my report, he’s still waiting for a signal from the two  sides that they’re willing to negotiate in good faith on the basis of his latest proposal.  Yes?

           Question:  What’s the status of the Council mission to West Africa now?

           Spokesman:  It’s still on.  I don’t have the dates with me; when we get closer to the date, we would ask

     Ambassador Greenstock who is going to head that mission to come and brief you on it.  I’d just say that I can have  some one, if they’re hearing this, in my Office run down to provide you with the dates.  [He later said the new dates for the mission were 28 June to 5 July.]

           President Cardoso, welcome to the briefing; and you want to tell us about this two-day meeting that is just winding up now?

           President Cardoso:  That’s right.

                                         (Issued separately)

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Celebration" ��Gulf Daily - 'Green' celebration�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lifestyles" ��Africa News - UNEP Promotes Environmentally Friendly Lifestyles�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��BusinessWorld - US school helping efforts to cut Manila air pollution�
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