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Mares y bosques sostienen la vida en el planeta

Madrid, junio de 2004 (Infoecología)

ASEMFO-Madrid aprovecha el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente (5 de junio), para recordar que mantener a los mares y océanos saludables y vivos -como nos pide este año el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente- exige el compromiso político y ciudadano de cuidar los bosques madrileños, sumideros de carbono e importante yacimiento de empleo.
  
En su mensaje a los políticos y sociedad, ASEMFO se une solidariamente a todos los habitantes del planeta y confirma su fuerte compromiso con el desarrollo sostenible. Compromiso que pasa por cuidar a los mares y océanos, “una frontera descuidada y en gran parte desconocida sobre la que sabemos demasiado poco”, en palabras del director del PNUMA. Pero que también exige la protección y mejora de los bosques, que tanto pueden ayudar a cumplir con el Protocolo de Kioto, al ser sumideros naturales de dióxido de carbono.

  

Los mares y océanos están unidos invisiblemente  a los bosques. Sin agua no hay árboles, pero sin árboles no hay oxígeno ni agua, fuente de vida. Para conservar agua, oxígeno y vida, ASEMFO pide a los gobiernos central y autonómicos que aumenten las inversiones en el sector forestal. La actividad forestal debe ser una gran herramienta para que España ayude a mitigar con eficacia el cambio climático y el cumplimiento de la directiva sobre comercio de emisiones.

  

ASEMFO  tiene un remedio eficaz contra la contaminación de los mares debida a las actividades humanas, que los poderes públicos den mayor importancia al sector forestal en la lucha contra el cambio climático, mediante un nuevo impulso político para el sector, con un cambio global respecto a su peso en el conjunto de la sociedad y un apoyo a la actividad forestal como importante yacimiento de empleo y generador de riqueza en las áreas rurales. Estos instrumentos y beneficios fiscales a quien invierta en reforestación, potenciarán a los bosques como infraestructura básica del país y garante del desarrollo sostenible 

Estás en : www.infoecologia.com
______________________________________________________________________________________

Planeta Corrientales

DÍA MUNDIAL DEL MEDIO AMBIENTE 
Plantaran árboles en escuelas del Iberá Con motivo de celebrarse el 5 de junio próximo el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, Fundaciòn Ecos Corrientes, conmemorará este festejo internacional, plantando árboles autóctonos en algunas escuelas del Iberá. 
	

	


Las escuelas que llevaran a cabo este acto conmemorativo, son las 870 de Montaña, 520 de Ita Paso, 427 de Santa Barbara y 701 de Moy Cua, todas de san Miguel y Loreto. La especies seleccionadas son el Birá Pitá, el Lapacho Rosado y el Aguay.

Lo que se conmemora
Todos los años en esta fecha es celebrado el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente y en más de 125 naciones del mundo se llevan a cabo actividades relacionadas al tema.

Así, los gobiernos, sociedad civil y organizaciones no gubernamentales, así como empresas y los medios de comunicación, realizan campañas de limpieza de playas y ríos, plantaciones de árboles y muchas otras actividades con el objetivo de simbolizar sus intenciones de mejorar el medio ambiente. El Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente fue establecido por la Asamblea General de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas el 5 de junio de 1972, para marcar el inicio de la Conferencia de Estocolmo sobre el Medio Humano. Otra resolución adoptada por la Asamblea General, ese mismo día, dio origen a la creación del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente.

El Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente es uno de los principales vehículos por medio de los cuales la Organización de las Naciones Unidas estimula la sensibilización mundial en torno al medio ambiente e intensifica la atención y la acción política.

En este caso en especial, las escuelas que participaran de este acto, forman parte del Proyecto EcosEscuelas, una actividad paralela del Proyecto de Conservación del Iberá que Fundación Ecos Corrientes está ejecutando en la Reserva.

Uno de los objetivos planteados desde el Proyecto, es que la educación ambiental desde la niñez, sea un valor importante en cada chico, por lo cual este acto de plantación, complementa otras actividades que se realizan en las escuelas, como son los talleres de Educación Ambiental ya desarrollados durante casi un año.
______________________________________________________________________________________

UPI

Outside View: Creating changes in climate 
By Klaus Toepfer
Published 6/3/2004 5:35 PM
NEW YORK, June 3 (UPI) -- The world is focused on a rising price of oil amid immediate and critical security concerns, but there looms two deeper and more insidious global threats with perhaps an even greater scope to disrupt long-term national and international security. These threats -- environmental degradation and poverty -- are a two-headed hydra threatening the very fabric of our economic and democratic systems.

If this seems like just another "the sky is falling" bit of scare mongering, consider that one-third of the world's population -- nearly 2 billion men women and children -- live on less than $2 per day. This meagre income often does not provide enough to eat, let alone access to electricity, clean water and education.

These people must rely on poor quality fuels such as wood, crop wastes and dung burned in inefficient stoves to cook food and keep warm, creating significant indoor pollution that leads to respiratory disease and other health problems. Such fuels also contribute to the loss of local forests, water pollution and smog.

The world's poorest households are also on the front lines of climate change, which many scientists -- and the insurance industry -- believe is already advancing in the form of a greater frequency and magnitude of catastrophic weather events.

Governments are slowly realizing that national security and environmental security are two sides of the same coin.

As U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell put it so succinctly in a recent edition of the United Nations Environment Program's "Our Planet" magazine: "Sustainable development is a security imperative. Poverty, environmental degradation and despair are destroyers or people, of societies, of nations. This unholy trinity can destabilize countries, even entire regions".

Fortunately, there are solutions.

At the core of development is the need for energy. Clean, modern and sustainable forms of energy to drive sustainable development and reduce environmental impacts are available now and affordable, particularly if the environmental and social costs of fossil fuels are included in their price. Further, even small improvements to the type and quality of energy available for rural communities in developing countries can produce significant environmental, economic and social outcomes.

The experience of international development during the past decade has shown that helping local communities to help themselves requires a firm and long-term commitment of both time and money -- though often in vastly different forms from past international aid programs.

In an ideal world there would be no subsidies to mature technologies and all environmental, security and other external social costs would be included in the price of energy. In the real world, there remain huge subsidies for conventional technologies, fewer subsidies for renewable energy, and hardly any social or environmental costs included in our energy prices.

This must change. Instead of climate change, air pollution and energy poverty, we need to create the climate for change.

Change will only come from a strong and unwavering commitment. It is time to get down to business. Sustainable energy is needed for sustainable development, but investment is needed for sustainable energy, and not just in technology, but also in people and skills that can best utilize it. 

Let's be very clear: The many different forms of renewable energy will not enter the mainstream without substantially more support for research and development, better incentives and further developed markets where the environmental and social costs are included in the price of energy. In our energy policies, we need to understand that strength, clarity and stability are the characteristics that attract capital from the private sector.

Many have criticized such policies and commitments as being too costly, or too damaging to our economies. But this doesn't have to be so.

The governments of the world are meeting in Bonn to discuss the potential of renewable energies. The United Nations believes this conference is an important step in adding to the commitments voiced by governments at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg two years ago.

Bonn will also be a chance to learn about rapidly evolving technologies, exchange ideas, discover new opportunities, and "invent" a new future.

As Thomas Edison once observed, "The best way to predict the future is to invent it." Perhaps the future is a hydrogen economy with fuel cells powered by hydrogen split from water by the electricity of wind turbines or rooftop solar cells, or even hydrogen generated by algae growing in ponds on our increasing amount of salt-affected land. Or perhaps it is something still gestating in the imagination.

In this spirit, let us diverge -- now -- from "business as usual" to create -- at the same time -- a clean and secure energy supply, a healthy environment and a world free from poverty.
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(Klaus Toepfer is the United Nations' under-secretary general and executive director of the United Nations Environment Program.)
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Agence France-Presse
06/03/2004 04:13:39

World ministers make push for renewable energies at Bonn meet

Source: English Wire Date: June 03, 2004

by Richard Ingham

BONN, June 3 (AFP) - Ministers and senior officials from more than 150 countries gathered here Thursday to give a push to renewable energy, a source that has moved centre-stage in the light of the latest oil crisis

and surging demand from Asia.

Their two-meeting will spell out proposals to help solar energy, wind power, geothermal, hydro, biomass and hydrogen gain a bigger share of the world's energy supply, where oil, coal and nuclear are the kings.

They will issue a political declaration, a statement of policy recommendations and an "action plan" comprising at least 130 detailed pledges for helping renewable sources.

But the first two of those documents, according to delegates, are likely to be larded in rhetorical fudge.

The United States and European Union are at loggerheads over setting detailed targets and a timetable.

The United States is opposed to any specific promises or binding rules, preferring to let market forces dictate energy supply and demand.

German Environment Minister Juergen Trittin took a verbal swipe at the laisser-faire approach as he opened the meeting on Thursday.

"In Germany, we have set down ambitious goals for renewable energy. We have doubled the share of renewable energies in our electricity supply in the space of five years," said Trittin, a member of the Greens.

"Our goal is for renewables to account for a 20-percent share of electricity needs by 2020. This 20-percent goal is in the renewable energy law. We did not put it in a statement, we made it binding."

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder was to make a speech, and British Prime Minister Tony Blair was to make a video address.

Representatives from 154 countries are attending the "ministerial segment" of the four-day meeting, gathering 3,000 people, many of them from corporations eager for a share in the burgeoning market for green energy.

"This is the largest meeting on renewable energies the world has ever seen," said Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Germany's economic cooperation and development minister.

With access to finance and the power of the market, a billion poor people around the world could get access to electricity through renewables, she said.

That theme was echoed by Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

He pointed to the craving for energy by fast-emerging countries, a major factor in oil-market tensions along with the Iraq war and terror attacks in Saudi Arabia.

"The world needs more energy," he said. "China has decided to quadruple its GNP -- quadruple the GNP of 1.3 billion people!"

Renewables account for just a tiny part -- only five percent -- of world energy supplies, according to International Energy Agency (IEA) figures for 2000.

That compares with 38 percent for oil, 50 percent for coal and gas, and seven percent for nuclear. On current trends, the shares will be almost unchanged by 2030.

One reason for this is that fossil fuels, having dominated the industrialised economy for more than a century and a half, are entrenched.

They can only be dethroned if oil prices remain high, giving the edge to renewable technologies that are still in their infancy and relatively expensive.

Trittin, though, contended that this cost barrier was falling dramatically, thanks to gains in manufacturing productivity and energy efficiency.

"Today, wind energy costs 30 percent less than 10 years ago, and the cost of solar energy is more than 50 percent cheaper.

"It is now cheaper to put a wind farm on the Germany coast than to build a new nuclear plant. And further cost reductions of between a third and fifth can be envisaged."
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China News

Leaders urge to develop renewable energy

www.chinaview.cn 2004-06-03 19:15:45

    BONN, June 3 (Xinhuanet) -- Government officials and leaders of international organizations called for stronger commitment Thursday to developing renewable energies at the international renewable energy conference here. 

    "We must bring energy to people," said Klaus Toepfer, executivedirector of the UN Environment Program. He was referring to the fact that hundreds of thousands of people are still living in poverty without modern energy. 

    "We need to make capacity building of renewable energy as our main topic. We need sustainable government and sustainable governments need sustainable energy," he said. 

    The World Bank is ready to push for an average annual growth rate of 20 percent over the next five years in its annual commitments to financing renewable energy and energy efficiency projects, Peter Woicke, managing director of the World Bank, told the Bonn Renewables 2004 conference. 

    Woicke also urged developed nations to show a stronger will to develop renewable energies. 

    "Rich nations cannot prescribe difficult, sweeping changes in technology for poorer nations while remaining idle, silent, or reluctant on the issue of their energy efficiency," Woicke said. 

    German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said high oil prices and insecurity in the Middle East have made it urgently important to develop renewable energies, warning that dependence on oil should be reduced and the world must develop renewable energies to keep arational economy. 

    "The right strategies exist, the right technologies are developing and we are encountering a commitment to changing energy policies," said Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, German minister for economic cooperation and development. Enditem 
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Mail (Accra)


RENEWABLE ENERGY KEY TO TACKLING ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION - UNEP BOSS

| Posted: Thursday, June 03, 2004
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Renewable sources of energy hold the key to tackling the twin scourges of poverty and ecological degradation, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has said. 

Calling these threats the "two-headed hydra threatening the very fabric of our economic and democratic systems," Klaus Toepfer issued a strong appeal to provide clean energy to the poorest of the poor. 

"Even small improvements to the type and quality of energy available for rural communities in developing countries can produce significant environmental, economic and social outcomes," Mr. Toepfer said in a statement released in connection with the opening today in Bonn of the International Conference for Renewable Energies. 

The UNEP chief stressed the need for a financial and political commitment to change, calling for investments in technology, people and skills for sustainable development. 

"Let's be very clear: the many different forms of renewable energy will not enter the mainstream without substantially more support for research and development, better incentives, and further developed markets where the environmental and social costs are included in the price of energy," he said. 

Governments gathered in Bonn to discuss the potential of renewable energies would have the chance to "learn about rapidly evolving technologies, exchange ideas, discover new opportunities, and 'invent' a new future," he said.

__________________________________________________________________________

CNN

Athens falls short for green Games

OSLO, Norway (Reuters) -- Athens, host of this year's Olympics opening on August 13, has fallen short of organisers' promises for a green Games, the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) said.
In a letter to IOC president Jacques Rogge, UNEP head Klaus Toepfer said "much more needed to be done to ensure that the environment is even more central in future Olympic Games."

He said Athens organizers had been forced to put their primary focus on security because of fears of terrorist attacks.

"These 2004 Summer Olympic Games are being organized in one of the most difficult atmospheres of recent times with heightened concerns about security," Toepfer said.

"The organizers have taken this issue seriously to ensure a safe and secure Olympics.

"But this has probably come at a price and other considerations, including parts of their environmental programme, may, alas, have fallen short of their initial aspirations."

Greece won the bid to host the 2004 Games promising to address air and water quality, fragile natural and cultural areas, traffic and waste management.

Green groups have said that Athens, the IOC and the government had all failed.

Critics say that basic environmental standards such as the use of solar power, non-toxic building materials, recycling and waste management had not been implemented in large complexes such as the Olympic village.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Athens misses green Games targets
Thu June 03, 2004 10:50 AM ET 

OSLO (Reuters) - Athens, host of this year's Olympics opening on August 13, has fallen short of organisers' promises for a green Games, the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) says. 

In a letter to International Olympic Committee (IOC) president Jacques Rogge, UNEP head Klaus Toepfer said "much more needed to be done to ensure that the environment is even more central in future Olympic Games". 

He said Athens organisers had been forced to put their primary focus on security because of fears of terrorist attacks, perhaps at the expense of the environment. 

"These 2004 Summer Olympic Games are being organised in one of the most difficult atmospheres of recent times with heightened concerns about security," Toepfer said. 

"The organisers have taken this issue seriously to ensure a safe and secure Olympics. But this has probably come at a price and other considerations, including parts of their environmental programme, may, alas, have fallen short of their initial aspirations." 

Greece won the bid to host the 2004 Games promising to address air and water quality, fragile natural and cultural areas, traffic and waste management. Green groups have said that Athens, the IOC and the government had all failed. 

Critics say that basic environmental standards such as the use of solar power, non-toxic building materials, recycling and waste management had not been implemented in large complexes such as the Olympic village.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

AllAfrica

Botswana: Grassroots Initiative to Save the Environment 

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
NEWS
June 3, 2004 
Posted to the web June 3, 2004 
Johannesburg 
Communities hard-hit by environmental degradation in Botswana have begun to take greater ownership of efforts to halt the depletion of natural resources. 

"It is important that communities feel as if they are involved in the entire process to rehabilitate the environment. This strengthens collective efforts and contributes to the success of the process," UN Development Programme (UNDP) information officer in Botswana, Marx Garekwe, told IRIN. 

Garekwe noted that chronic poverty in remote villages had forced the population to "over-exploit" resources to meet their immediate needs. 

"There are examples, especially in the southern part of the country, where land has been either overgrazed or overharvested. This is mainly because of communal ownership, which meant that many families had to use the same piece of land," he said. 

Since last year UNDP and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) have been running an innovative project that involves local communities in drawing up "action plans" to reverse environmental losses, often drawing on indigenous knowledge and traditional land management systems. 

Community resource management committees are established in villages most affected by environmental degradation, and tasked with encouraging people to develop ways of stemming environmental losses, thereby improving their livelihoods. 

According to UNDP, the project covers steps to conserve the whole spectrum of local resources, including wildlife, firewood, medicinal plants and grass for grazing and thatching. 

Fourteen villages - five in the southern tip of Kgalagadi, six in northern Kweneng and three in Boteti - have already completed plans. 

"The project is tremendously important because if it can demonstrate that community management of rangelands is viable, the approaches developed have the potential to transform the way in which rangeland resources are managed," UNDP project team leader Michael Taylor said in a statement. 

The Global Environment Facility is providing US $8.7 million for the five-year pilot intiatives by UNDP and UNEP, and another US $3.5 million has been made available by the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ), the University of Oslo, and the governments of Botswana, Kenya and Mali.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Daily Star (Lebanon)

1 June 2004

How to save the ozone layer? Phase-out planned for harmful chemicals By Maya Abou Nasr 
Daily Star staff
 

BEIRUT: Regional countries must lower their use of ozone-damaging chemicals and gases and switch to alternative substances, said several participants at the 2004 meeting of the West Asia Ozone Depleting Substances Officers Network.

"If countries of this region are not able to switch to alternative substances in a timely manner, there will be a very high potential for significant economic and social consequences," said Leo Heilman, UN Environment Program network and policy manager.

Heilman stressed the need to remain vigilant and strive to save the ozone layer, and called for full implementation of the 1987 Montreal Protocol, which aims to phase out the production and consumption of compounds that deplete ozone in the stratosphere.

Thus, he said the illegal trade in chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and the pesticide methyl bromide should be combated.

Heilman said Lebanon has made tremendous strides in implementing the Montreal Protocol, and praised the work of the Environment Ministry and the national ozone team in particular.

Heilman stressed that the 10-year grace period for developing countries is over: "We are fully into the compliance period. There are significant phase-out targets that must be achieved by 2005 - reducing carbon tetrachloride by 85 percent, CFCs and halons by 50 percent, methyl chloroform by 30 percent and methyl bromide by 20 percent.

Environment Minister Fares Boueiz called on developed countries to stop Ozone Depleting Substances (ODSs) use and developing countries to make a greater effort to comply with the Protocol's requirements.

"As Lebanon is committed to the Montreal Protocol, ratified by the Lebanese government in 1993, the Environment Ministry initiated a support project for the implementation of the Montreal Protocol in 1998, aiming at reducing the use of ODSs in Lebanon," said Boueiz.

He added that financial aid and technical assistance were given to Lebanese industry to raise awareness concerning environmental problems and adequate solutions. Moreover, financial aid estimated at $50,000 was spent on awareness programs and other activities over the last five years. 

Mazen Hussein, head of the UN Development Program's (UNDP) Ozone Monitoring Office, said Lebanon, aiming to protect the environment, has signed the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. He said developing countries will have to reduce ODS consumption by 50 percent.

Hussein added that the support project for the implementation of the Montreal Protocol enabled 69 Lebanese factories to manufacture ozone-friendly products.

"The Environment Ministry has upgraded the national program of the Montreal Protocol which will set the cornerstone for a comprehensive national plan aiming at stopping the use of ODSs in the coming five years," he said.

UNDP representative Yves de San said this regional meeting responds to the need for building a knowledge society in the Arab world. De San stressed the need to protect the ozone layer.

"In spite of the progress made globally in this direction, the ozone layer still remains depleted due to the long life of substances released over the past five decades and the continuing use of these substances," he said, adding that the measures spelled out in the Montreal Protocol constitute the main challenge for all concerned parties and the ODS network.

Maria Nolan, the network's chief officer, said several countries were still facing potential non-compliance difficulties with various control measures.

"Kuwait and Yemen may also need further assistance to achieve compliance with the controls on methyl bromide, and Lebanon for reporting data on its latest consumption of methyl bromide."

Nolan urged governments to gradually reduce the availability of CFCs and drive up their prices. She also called for enforcing government controls on CFC imports, adding that even though there was no shortage of government regulations for countries in the network, the policy and legislation should not stay on paper. "The time has come when governments have to enforce such policies."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

World 'appeasing' climate threat 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


One of the UK's best-known scientists, Professor James Lovelock, says only a catastrophe will prompt the world to tackle the threat of climate change. 
He says the global climate treaty, the Kyoto Protocol, is simply an attempt to appease a self-regulating Earth system. 

Professor Lovelock thinks the Earth's attempts to restore its equilibrium may eliminate civilisation and most humans. 

He wants a rapid end to the destruction of natural habitats, which he says are key to planetary climate and chemistry. 

We are at war with the Earth itself. We are Gaia's target now 
Professor James Lovelock 

Professor Lovelock won acclaim for developing the Gaia Hypothesis, which suggests the Earth functions as a single organism which maintains the conditions necessary for its survival. 

His latest comments were made at a conference at Dartington Hall in Devon. He told a collection of scientists, civil servants and others concerned about climate change of his concern at the prospect facing the Earth. 

Professor Lovelock said: "In the late 1930s when I was a student we knew that war was imminent, but there was no clear idea of what to do about it. 

Future fears 
"I find a marked similarity between attitudes over 60 years ago and those now towards the threat of global [climate] change. 

"Most of us think that something unpleasant may soon happen but we are as confused over what to do about it as we were in 1938. 

"Our response so far is just like that in 1938, an attempt to appease. The Kyoto agreement is uncannily like that of Munich, with politicians out to show that they do respond but in reality are bidding for time." 

Professor Lovelock said global warming was "the response of our outraged planet", and the consequences for humanity were likely to be far worse than any war. 

"We are at war with the Earth itself", he said. "We are Gaia's target now." Professor Lovelock added that we had still to wake up to the seriousness of our plight, with some people continuing to deny that global change even existed. 

Heeding them, or the deep Greens who rejected science, would allow the planet to return to its normal state of health, "but by eliminating the majority of humans and probably civilization as well". 

Repeating his call for humans to use the best technology, including nuclear energy, Professor Lovelock said: "There may be a way to come to terms with Gaia and survive, and it is to take the hi-tech road. 

"We must stop fretting over the minute statistical risks of cancer from chemicals or radiation. 

Scorched Earth policy 
"Our goal should be the cessation of fossil fuel consumption as quickly as possible, and there must be no more natural habitat destruction anywhere. 

"To attempt to farm the whole Earth to feed people, even with organic farming, would make us like sailors who burnt the timbers and rigging of their ship to keep warm. 

"The natural ecosystems of the Earth are not just there for us to take as farmland; they are there to sustain the climate and the chemistry of the planet." 

In place of sustainable development, Professor Lovelock called for "a well-planned sustainable retreat", a programme that would dwarf the space and military programmes. 

He said his hope lay "in that powerful force that takes over our lives when we sense that our tribe or nation is threatened from outside". 

Professor Lovelock told BBC News Online: "I do think it will take a disaster to wake us up. 

"We had one in Europe last summer with the heatwaves which killed 20,000 people. I'm afraid it will take more of the same, or something else like that, to stir us." 

Tony Juniper, from Friends of the Earth, said there was much to admire in Professor Lovelock's thinking but it was crazy to consider nuclear power as a solution. 

"One of the advantages of nuclear power is that it produces fewer carbon dioxide emissions than fossil fuels, but weighed against this are a great many disadvantages - and top of the list is what to do with the very deadly radioactive waste," he told the BBC. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Associated Press


Deadly floods force tough talk about Haiti's deforestation

June 3, 2004

By Paisley Dodds, Associated Press

MAPOU, Haiti ? Named after a sacred tree in the Voodoo religion, this Haitian village has few remaining mapou trees and a scant number of others on its surrounding mountains. When floods tore through town last week, many survived by clinging to roots, branches, and trunks ? but it was the overall absence of trees that made the onslaught so deadly.

At least 1,700 people died, half in the area around Mapou.

"We know we need trees, but we also need to eat and to cook," said 87-year-old Philis Milfort.

With no tree roots to hold soil on the mountains, the torrential rain water barreled down unchecked, collecting silt, gravel, and boulders that slammed into villages. There, the floodwaters gathered new weapons in the form of aluminum roofs and other debris.

More than 90 percent of Haiti is deforested, in large part because most of its 8 million people use charcoal to cook. There's no electricity outside major cities and towns.

Government leaders met Wednesday, looking for ways to protect the environment, as activists held a telethon to raise money for victims. Aid workers warned that hundreds of villagers remain at risk from dams that

could burst if a hurricane strikes.

One possibility is importing propane from Trinidad or Venezuela. Another is importing wood from the United States, Canada, and Guyana.

Haiti's U.S.-backed interim government, which in March took over a treasury left bankrupt by ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, is looking to the international community for help.

"After a disaster like this, we have to reorganize, make reforestation a priority, and find a way to enlighten people," said Yves Andre Wainright, Haiti's undersecretary of the environment. "But we also have to give the

poor an incentive and find a way to police the forests."

Older villagers remember when there were more than a dozen mapou in the area, trees that grow for more than a century, with massive trunks that take a score of men to span.

But as poverty deepened, the trees disappeared. First villagers chopped down hardwoods like mahogany and cherry. Then they went after mango and avocado trees, destroying a food source.

The sprawling mapou trees were cut as a last resort. Followers of Voodoo, one of Haiti's official religions, believe the trees are repositories of a pantheon of spirits and hold ceremonies and sacrifices in their shade.

And mapous usually indicate the presence of spring water. In some dry patches of the country, only legends of the mapou remain.

"My grandmother used to tell me stories about the mapou trees and how they should always be respected for the power that they had with the spirits," said Dereston Jean-Louise, 45. "But that was a different time. People are poorer now and a lot of us don't have choices."

Mapou residents said one of their Voodoo temples was built from scrap wood collected nearby. It disappeared in the flooding, along with its houngan, or priest, who is among hundreds missing.

The United States has promised more aid to help build water catchment systems and to plant more trees. In the past two decades, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) has planted some 60 million trees,

while an estimated 10 million to 20 million are cut down each year, according to David Adams, USAID director in Haiti.

"There is a lot to be done and we only have so much funding," said Adams. "We hope that with the new attention to Haiti, there will be more of a focus on the environment and reforestation."

Foreign Minister Michel Barnier of France, Haiti's former colonizer, also promised help with reforestation, saying Haiti needs more than emergency

help.

"We are providing food and water aid, but that is not enough," he said last week.

With soil in some areas eroded beyond help, the government also is looking into relocating communities, particularly from flood-prone zones.

"Every time there's a flood, it's always the same victims," said interim President Boniface Alexandre. "We need to find a better place for them, and if the appropriate land is privately owned, the government must expropriate

it."

Haitian officials also are looking to a new, 8,000-strong U.N. peacekeeping force to help halt the deforestation.

"We don't have the luxury of time anymore," said Wainright. "We need solutions now."

One of Haiti's few remaining forests ? Floret de Pins, in the flood-battered south ? has fewer than 34,000 acres of trees left. A decade ago, it had nearly 100,000 acres. "No Tree Cutting" signs hang over the park entrance, but without money and people power, there is no way to enforce that.

Loggers make nightly journeys, hacking away at trees until they fall. The next day, they're on a truck out. Days later, they've been chopped up, burned, and packaged in white bags offered for sale by soot-covered women.

"This is the only way I can feed my four kids," said Vena Verone, one of the vendors. "I've heard about the floods and (that) deforestation that caused them, but there's nothing I can do about that."

Associated Press writer Amy Bracken contributed to this report.

Source: Associated Press
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UNEP/UN in the news

Financiers challenge govt. on renewable energy at meet 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A new study released Wednesday shows a 1.9 trillion US dollars potential for renewable energy markets in the world in the next 15 years but only if real concerns by the financial sector are addressed. The Kenya-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) study was unveiled at the ongoing Bonn (Germany) Conference for Renewable Energies as part of the Sustainable Energy Finance Event, the largest gathering of leaders in the sustainable energy finance sector. Dubbed "Renewable Energy," the report, the third by the Climate Change Working Group of the UNEP Finance Initiative, presents the business case for renewable energy, calling for more leadership from policy makers and action by financial institutions. "The world needs more energy but conventional sources are unsustainable and finite," said Thomas Loster, head of Weather/Climate Risks Research at the Munich Reinsurance Company and chair of UNEP FI's Climate Change Working Group. The most important thing that policymakers can do, he said, is to create confidence in the long-term future of the renewable energy market by policies that make "the deal on the table" financially attractive. One of the study's major recommendations is for governments to create tough targets and 15-year schedules for the production of renewable energy. Calling for a "better deal" for renewable energy, UNEP's Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer, observed that it was time to get down to business. "Sustainable development needs sustainable energy, but sustainable energy needs investment," Toepfer said, encouraging the 275 people attending the Sustainable Energy Bonn Conference to develop new products for the rapidly evolving renewable energy sector. Affordable finance will be needed to implement the International Action Plan being developed at the Bonn Conference, he said, while agreeing with financiers that governments need to "get real" with the policies to make that happen.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044391&dte=02/06/2004
FAO encourages use of renewable energies 

New York, UN (PANA) - A senior UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) officer has urged developing countries to include wood, charcoal and fuel-producing crops (bionergy) into their agricultural and forestry programmes. "Countries need to move towards more sustainable energy systems based on energy sources such as biomass, solar and wind energies," FAO's senior energy co-ordinator Gustavo Best told four-day international conference on renewable energies in Bonn, Germany. "The production and use of bioenergy also contributes to poverty alleviation and food security. It can reduce land degradation and helps to mitigate climate change," Best added in a release obtained in New York. Bioenergy includes fuel wood and charcoal, energy crops such as sugar cane, sweet sorghum and rapeseed as well as agricultural and forestry residues, to produce heat, ethanol, biodiesel, bioelectricity or biogas. About half of the world's population is dependent on bioenergy in general and particularly wood energy for cooking because they lack access to other sources such as electricity or fuel. Energy from biomass currently accounts for 15 percent of energy consumed worldwide and for up to 90 percent in some developing countries. FAO and the Shenyang Agricultural University in China are currently developing new sweet sorghum varieties and technologies to produce ethanol as a substitute for petrol.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044451&dte=02/06/2004
General Environment News

S. African paper for intergovernmental conference slammed 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Earthlife Africa and the South African Climate Action Network (SACAN) have expressed disappointment with the South African government's position paper for the intergovernmental conference in Bonn, describing it as short on substantial commitment. "South Africa should be taking a leading role in the Johannesburg Renewable Energy Coalition which was established at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Durban," said Richard Worthington, the co-ordinator of SACAN. "But our national position fails to commit to developing local industries in renewable technologies. The position is not appropriate for our country, which on a per capita basis is one of the most polluting economies in the world as well as the richest in Africa," he said The conference, taking place in Germany this week, offered a major opportunity for South Africa to embrace sustainable energy to overcome poverty and improve the lives of its citizens, he added. According to SACAN, recent research has established that if South Africa committed to 15 percent of electricity being generated from renewable energy sources like the sun, wind or landfill gas, 36,400 direct jobs would be created and safe and affordable energy services would be made available to thousands more. Technology transfer and financial support for renewables are key topics at the Conference.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044321&dte=02/06/2004
Govt decrees against air pollution in Benin 

Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - The government in Benin is promulgating a decree against air pollution, which authorities said causes a high rate of acute respiratory distress syndromes (ARDS) in big cities, especially in Cotonou. The Environment, Housing and City Planning ministry said Wednesday that the decree requires that the average value of chemical pollutants should not exceed 25 grams per cubic metre for an average exposure time of one hour for Ozone (O), 40 mg for carbon monoxide (CO) for the same span, 1,300 g for sulphur dioxide (SO2) and 6.25 g per cubic metre for nitrogen dioxide  (NO2). A recent study of the World Bank on the quality of air in Cotonou has blamed air pollution in Benin's business capital for the increased frequency of acute respiratory infections. “This link between the two phenomena is confirmed by the fact that the ARDS incidence is by far higher in Cotonou, where the level of air pollution is higher," the decree notes. According to epidemiological data of 2002 recently issued by the Beninese ministry of public health, the ARDS incidence in Cotonou has reached 576 per 10,000 inhabitants for a national average of 378 per 10,000. At the national level, the ARDS are the second cause of consultations, accounting for 16 percent of the overall consultations and 23 percent of the consultations of children below five," document indicated.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044479&dte=02/06/2004
20-kg mushroom ruins in Congo for lack of preservation 

Brazzaville, Congo (PANA) - mushroom weighing over 20kg discovered in the gallery forest of Voula in Congo is fast ruining at the Veterinary and Animal Research Centre (CRVZ) due to lack of means of preservation. The director of the research centre, Pierre Bantaba said the mushroom belongs to the polyphorus family in the polyphorus SP genus. It weighs 20.5kg and has a 0.17-cm stem supporting three caps in tiers, with the diameter of the biggest one measuring 1 metre, the second 60cm and the smallest 24cm. "This is a great natural curio that we will not be able to preserve due to lack of financial means. We have not left any stone unturned to vainly draw the attention of decision makers and researchers on the need to preserve the mushroom which has exceptional sizes," Bantaba lamented. He said the centre needed just 10 million FCFA to buy 1000 litres of formaldehyde in order to make an adequate aquarium to preserve the giant mushroom. By want of means, Bantaba and his team resolved to dry the mushroom in a vat with a 60-grade environment. "That was the only way to stop its decomposition. Yet we have kept some fresh debris of the mushroom for various experiments. But we are already sorry to see that Congolese scientists devote little enthusiasm to the atypical mushroom. It's a pity," Bantaba concluded. The giant mushroom was discovered 25 May in the Voula gallery forest, near Etsouali, some 180km north of here.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044455&dte=02/06/2004
NGO pushes for protection of Bafing chimpanzees 

Bamako, Mali (PANA) - An international NGO, the Pole on human rights in Africa (PACNDUA) has launched a project for the protection of chimpanzees in the Malian game reserve of Bafing in Manantali, 400 km west of Bamako. According to its initiators, the project is expected to develop strategies for public education on the need to protect the species, which are becoming increasingly rare. The main habitat of the Bafing chimps is in the Manantali zone where the Senegal River Development Organisation (OMVS) grouping Senegal, Mali and Mauritania built a hydroelectricity dam. The game reserve was created by the Malian government in 1990 and occupies a land area of 150,000 hectares.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044317&dte=02/06/2004
___________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update – 03 June 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

Photographic contest
Bangkok Post, June 3, 2004 – As part of the annual World Environment Day celebrations in Barcelona, Spain, the United Nations will launch Focus on Your World, the international photographic competition on the environment, Professionals and amateurs alike are today being urged to unclip their dust caps and load their cameras for the world’s biggest environmental photo competition. The United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) is launching its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment, sponsored by Canon Inc. Nineteen parallel launches in addition to Barcelona re planned in key cities and centers around the globe including Bangkok,…

Wanted dead or alive?

The Nation (Bangkok), June 3, 2004 – Back in 1972, the United Nation’s General Assembly declared June 5 “World Environmental Day”. Since then, every June 5 activities have been organized to highlight environmental protection movements, with the UN taking advantage of the opportunity to raise awareness, through various means, of the need for environment protection worldwide and to enhance political attention and action.
…..For example, Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) together with the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment are holding a one-day-event at the AIT campus located in Pathum Thani province…

Focus on your world - Prizes await best pictures on the environment
Bangkok Post, June 2, 2004 - To mark World Environment Day on June 5, the United Nations Environment Programme is launching its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment with help from Canon Inc.
The competition, called "Focus on Your World" and centred on the theme "Celebrating Diversity", will run until October 24,2004, and is open to professional and amateur photographers of all nationalities and ages. The competition will be launched simultaneously in 20 key cities around the world. In Bangkok it will be launched at Gallery F-Stop @ The Tamarind Cafe, 27 Sukhumvit Soi 20, this Friday, June 4,from6:30 to8pm.A Gold Prize of $20,000 (800,000 baht) will be awarded to the winner of the "Adult" category, which is open to applicants aged 25 years and over.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/en/020604_Outlook/02Jun2004_out05.php 
Activist calls for clean seas
The Nation (Bangkok), June 2, 2004 - More than one million sea birds and 100,000 marine mammals die every year by digesting or getting tangled up in discarded plastic garbage, a representative of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) said yesterday.
Tim Higham, Unep’s Asia Pacific regional information officer, said up to 21 million barrels of oil and 10 billion tonnes of wastewater spill into our rivers and oceans each year.
“It’s a worrying problem,” he said yesterday during a seminar to mark World Environment Day on Saturday.
He said world governments have shouldered US$12 billion (Bt484.6 billion) in medical expenses for diseases arising from poisoned seawater.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.arcview.php3?clid=3&id=99915&usrsess=1 
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General Environment News

China launches environmental innovation contest for youth

Xinhuanet 2004-06-01

On International Children's Day, an environmental innovation contest was lunched in Beijing, China. The contest, initiated by the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), is aimed to collect creative ideas and inventions on environmental issues from the youth nationwide. “One of our main goals is to gain wider attention from and raise more awareness of the youth on environmental issues," said Wang Yuqing, SEPA's Vice Minister. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/01/content_1502442.htm
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Environment related news

FT, 3 June: Industry paying 'high cost' for greener energy

The International Federation of Industrial Energy Consumers (IFIEC), representing sectors such as steel, chemicals, non-ferrous metals, cement, paper, food packaging, and automotive industries, said: "Renewable energies can only successfully contribute to the energy situation when permanent subsidy is not required."

It was responding to an international conference held in Bonn to promote the development of green energy as part of global efforts to alleviate poverty and reduce the impact of climate change.

Jürgen Trittin, the German environment minister, speaking at the conference, said developing nations spent two-thirds of their foreign currency income on oil and investing in renewable energy schemes would reduce that dependency. Germany has installed more than 14,000MW of wind power capacity, making it the world's biggest wind farm developer and providing about 5 per cent of the country's electricity.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=040602000285&query=renewable+energies&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Libération, 3 juin : Energie. Des déclarations d'intentions mais pas d'engagements sur le renouvelable.
A Bonn , un sommet pour du vent

Vent, soleil et géothermie sont à la fête, mais les écologistes n'applaudissent pas pour autant. A Bonn, où se tient le premier Sommet mondial sur les énergies renouvelables, les ONG se plaignent du décalage entre les intentions affichées au plus haut niveau pour promouvoir les énergies «vertes» et le refus des Etats de s'engager explicitement.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=211597
Libération, 3 juin : Biodiversité. Le pays limitera sa pêche à 25 cétacés en 2004.
L'Islande ouvre un parapluie pour les baleines

Pour les écologistes, c'est une victoire énorme. L'Islande, l'un des trois principaux pays chasseurs de baleines, va limiter ses prises afin de montrer sa «bonne volonté» à la communauté internationale

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=211596
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 Jordan 
Water demand management principles announced 

Minister of Water and Irrigation Hazem Nasser addresses the press on Wednesday at the International Water Demand Management Conference.
DEAD SEA — Jordan announced 10 internationally approved water demand management principles on Wednesday, to be used as a reference for policy makers in finding solutions to water challenges worldwide. 

Minister of Water and Irrigation Hazem Nasser told a press conference yesterday the document, entitled “Jordan 2025: Principles on Water Demand Management,” commits countries to utilise Best Management Practices to enhance the efficiency of their water systems. 

The principles stress that Water Demand Management (WDM) is a key to conservation and sustainability, and that an emergence of a culture to that end is essential in water institutions and water users. 

The document says WDM is critical to effective Integrated Water Resources Management, which administers the supply of water. 

“According to the principles the Middle East and North Africa countries will cooperate to develop key guidelines standards and tools to support the implementation of WDM activities in the region,” said Nasser, adding that basin sharing countries will encourage the development of these activities. 

He added that the principles take priorities of different users into consideration, and governments in the region will employ all means to ensure social and economic development and equity. 

The principles encourage the creation of a receptive regulatory environment for WDM while providing economic incentives that facilitate enforcement. The minister said this article is essential “to ensure the success” of WDM programmes. 

“Also, water institutions will develop awareness and educational programmes to create an enabling environment for WDM, while governments and stakeholders will consider all facets of water economics in water sector planning, with due consideration of social and political constraints,” Nasser added. 

The last principle focuses on environmental and ecological demands, which are considered an “important factor” in WDM programmes. 

The document was an outcome of talks between the Ministry of Water and Irrigation, the World Bank, international officials and organisations participating in the five-day International Water Demand Management Conference, which concludes today. 

International participants and organisers asked the ministry to hold a similar conference every two years, Nasser announced yesterday. 

WDM is an alternative to finding new water resources that have become less cost-effective, according to water experts at the conference. It stresses on better utilisation of current resources, achieving increased water conservation and better distribution among the sectors of each country. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/thu/homenews/homenews6.htm
UAE
DNA to help ID gender of newborn houbara, falcon

ABU DHABI - The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) has developed a new DNA-based method for sexing of houbara bustards and falcons.

The DNA based gender identification of newly hatched houbara bustards and falcons have been one of the most important achievements of the genetic facility, according to a report. 

The annual ERWDA report said during 2003, a simple, rapid and inexpensive DNA preparation method for sexing houbara bustard using multiplex PCR (polymerase chain reaction) has been successfully developed.

"The method was applied successfully to sex 135 blood samples from houbara bustards produced by ERWDA captive breeding programme. The technique was also applied to sex 118 falcon samples from Pro Falcon, Al Ain, using feathers and egg shell membrane." 

The report said ERWDA took many steps during year 2003 in breeding houbara in captivity and has become one of the leading centres in this field as the number of Houbara chicks being bred and reared increased. 

During the year, the Wildlife Survey and Monitoring team carried out work on a number of projects and significant milestones were achieved, contributing towards the overall goal of wildlife conservation in Abu Dhabi Emirate.

Captive breeding of the houbara bustards continued successfully at ERWDA in 2003, on schedule with ERWDA's proposed management plan. The production of whit-bellied bustard was put on hold this year as no satisfying feedback from falconers was available regarding the adequacy of this species for replacing houbara for falcon training purpose. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/may/theuae_may762.xml
Exotic species pose danger to marine life

DUBAI - The introduction of exotic species in the waters of the Arabian Gulf, through ballast water from cargo vessels, is one of the major threats to the region's marine environment, Dr Waleed Hamza, Head of the Department of Biology at the UAE University, said yesterday.

He was delivering a presentation on the "Status of the Marine Life in the Arabian Gulf - Towards Effective Protection and Management", at a workshop on artificial reefs, titled Challenges in the Oceans: The Runde Reef System.

Dr Hamza explained that there are several other factors that have an impact on the region's marine environment, such as increase in coastal population density, desalination plants and discharge of sewage, and oil transportation activity, but noted that ballast water has a key role in eutrophication and fish kill phenomenon. "According to figures available some 50,000 cargo vessels, including tankers, operate in the Arabian Gulf annually. They discharge a total of 30 million cubic metres of ballast water each year, introducing exotic species of marine life that compete with and wipe out those species that occur here naturally," he said.

According to Dr Hamza bacteria have play a very important role in somewhat balancing the marine environment of the Gulf. "There has been a natural seepage of oil in the Arabian Gulf and the bacteria have come to adapt themselves to the environment, and have become specialised at degrading and breaking down the pollutant," he said. Ballast water is the water that large ships fill up their ballast tanks with when they unload their cargo in order to attain balance. The quantity of ballast water could be as much as a quarter of a vessel's full capacity.

This water is pumped in from around the unloading area, which is usually polluted and infested with invasive marine organisms. When these ships dock in to reload they dump the ballast water, without treating it.

Dr Hamza shed light on the characteristics of the Arabian Gulf, which he noted has a limited input of fresh water, about 10 to 46 cm per year and mainly from the Shat Al Arab and Iranian rivers, as a result of which its salinity is higher. He revealed that the Gulf, which has a depth of 100 metres, had dried up during the last ice age when the sea level dropped by over 150 metres. "So the biomass in the Arabian Gulf is just 20,000 years old," he said.

Dr Hamza added that Gulf experiences an average annual rainfall of three to eight centimetres and an evaporation of about 140 to 500 centimetres annually.

"The freshwater deficit in the Gulf is ten-fold and the water is renewed between every two to five years," Dr Hamza added.

The lack of information in the region is a major issue in marine management, Dr Hamza said, adding that while there is information available country-wise, there are gaps in the data in one or the other aspect, making analysis and understanding of the Gulf as a whole difficult.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/may/theuae_may756.xml
Eco-friendly ponds to take on liquid wastes

SHARJAH - The Sharjah Municipality has embarked on a number of programmes to manage, handle, and dispose various industrial liquid wastes in an environment friendly and cost-effective manner.

As part of the civic body's comprehensive waste management plan, several lined ponds have been opened in the areas located between interchange No. 7 and 8. Technicians have started operating the environment friendly ponds, which are expected to eliminate the possibility of sub-surface ground water contamination by the wastewater and subsequent pollution. 

The ponds, constructed at a cost of Dh1.5 million, were opened at an official ceremony attended by Ahmed Fikri, Director General of Sharjah Municipality, Abd Al Aziz Al Midfa, Director-General of the Environment and Protected Area Authority, as well as members of the solid waste committee of Sharjah Municipality, among other municipal officials.

On the occasion, Mr Fikri pointed out that the civic body has developed these four metre deep ponds, which are double layered, to protect the ground water from any sub-surface contamination. He pointed out that these ponds are the best in terms of quality and durability, adding that they have a double lined system for ensuring maximum safety from the adverse impacts of industrial contamination. 

"A leak detection system and ground water monitoring system has also been designed to make the entire system full proof, thus ensuring maximum possible environmental protection. This state of the art system will ensure safe management and disposal of all industrial wastewater generated and is capable of handling any future increase in the quantity of the wastewater in Sharjah," Mr Fikri observed. 

Waste generation has been increasing the steady and constant development in the industrial sector in Sharjah. The Environmental Protection Section of Sharjah Municipality has put in place several waste management strategies such as source control, waste minimisation, recycling, material substitution, and industrial awareness plans. 

The procedures taken by the section have resulted in a considerable reduction in the quantity of industrial liquid waste generated and received at the disposal site. Such pre-treatment plans have led industries such as laundries to comply with the disposal standards set by the Drainage Section of municipality, thereby, permitting these industries to dispose their wastewater at their facility.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/may/theuae_may755.xml
SAUDI ARABIA 
H.E. Prince Turki Bin Nassir Bin Abdulaziz,  the President of the Presidency of Meteorology and Environment Protection (PMEP) warns against the transfer of Medical Waste via land transportation systems.

بعد أن سُجلت حوادث لنقلها خلال الفترة الماضية

الرئيس العام للأرصاد وحماية البيئة يحذر من خطورة نقل النفايات الطبية على الطرق البرية 

حذر الرئيس العام للأرصاد وحماية البيئة سمو الأمير تركي بن ناصر بن عبدالعزيز من خطورة نقل النفايات الطبية عبر مسافات طويلة على الطرق البرية على البيئة وصحة المجتمع وذلك بعد أن سُجلت حوادث لنقل النفايات الطبية خلال الفترة الماضية.

وقال في خطاب موجه إلى سمو وزير الداخلية صدر مؤخراً (تحتفظ الصحيفة بنسخة منه) إن أنظمة الرئاسة العامة للأرصاد وحماية البيئة المتعلقة بجمع ونقل وتخزين ومعالجة والتخلص من النفايات الطبية تنص على أن نقل النفايات الطبية يكون داخل كل منطقة على حدة ما لم يكن هناك استثناء تقتضيه المصلحة العامة مقرون بموافقة خطية محددة فيها الفترة الزمنية من الرئاسة لمنع التجاوزات التي تتم من قبل بعض الشركات في التخلص من النفايات الطبية التي تم تخزينها لفترة تتجاوز 3 أيام. وأشار إلى ضرورة التوجيه نحو منع شركات معالجة النفايات الطبية من نقل النفايات الطبية لمسافات طويلة عبر الطرق البرية داخل المملكة ما لم يكن لدى تلك الشركات خطاب يقضي بالموافقة على النقل شريطة أن يكون لمدة محددة وصادراً من الرئاسة العامة للأرصاد وحماية البيئة.

يذكر أن "الوطن" قد نشرت في عددها رقم (926) خبراً حول احتجاز شاحنة تنقل أكثر من (5) آلاف كيلو جرام من النفايات الطبية الخطرة بطريقة مخالفة في الرياض كانت في طريقها إلى المنطقة الشرقية قادمة من مدينة جدة بعد أن تم إيقافها للتأكد من أوراقها والحمولة التي تنقلها، والتي اكتشف أنها تحوي (5393) كيلو جراما من النفايات الطبية الخطرة، وأن الشاحنة التي كانت تنقل النفايات لا يوجد عليها شعار الشركة التابعة لها (مجهولة الهوية).

http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2004-06-03/local/local19.htm
Ministry Establishes Water Friends Society
RIYADH, 3 June 2004 — In a move to conserve depleting water resources and raise public awareness about the rational use of water, Saudi Arabia has established a “Water Friends Society”. It is currently enrolling citizens to work as volunteers for the Ministry of Water and Electricity across the country.

The Water Friends Society seeks to highlight the importance of water conservation plans and programs at governmental and non-governmental levels.

Electricity and Water Minister Abdullah Al-Hosayn said the ministry is now receiving applications from citizens for WFS membership.

“One of the objectives of WFS initiative is to establish a communication channel between the ministry and citizens,” the minister said, adding that the WFS will have the mandate to work out strategies and plans, which will help to conserve water resources. But, it does not mean that the Kingdom is facing water crisis at the moment.

Referring to the duties of WFS members, Al-Hosayn said: “The members will have the responsibility to raise awareness and inform the ministry about the wastage or misuse of water.”

The ministry said it is currently preparing governing rules for WFS.

The Kingdom has been exerting efforts on all levels to conserve water and water resources.

http://www.arabnews.com/
Lebanon 
How to save the ozone layer?

Phase-out planned for harmful chemicals

Observers stress that the 'grace period' for developing countries is over

BEIRUT: Regional countries must lower their use of ozone-damaging chemicals and gases and switch to alternative substances, said several participants at the 2004 meeting of the West Asia Ozone Depleting Substances Officers Network.

"If countries of this region are not able to switch to alternative substances in a timely manner, there will be a very high potential for significant economic and social consequences," said Leo Heilman, UN Environment Program network and policy manager.

Heilman stressed the need to remain vigilant and strive to save the ozone layer, and called for full implementation of the 1987 Montreal Protocol, which aims to phase out the production and consumption of compounds that deplete ozone in the stratosphere.

Thus, he said the illegal trade in chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and the pesticide methyl bromide should be combated.

Heilman said Lebanon has made tremendous strides in implementing the Montreal Protocol, and praised the work of the Environment Ministry and the national ozone team in particular.

Heilman stressed that the 10-year grace period for developing countries is over: "We are fully into the compliance period. There are significant phase-out targets that must be achieved by 2005 - reducing carbon tetrachloride by 85 percent, CFCs and halons by 50 percent, methyl chloroform by 30 percent and methyl bromide by 20 percent.

Environment Minister Fares Boueiz called on developed countries to stop Ozone Depleting Substances (ODSs) use and developing countries to make a greater effort to comply with the Protocol's requirements.

"As Lebanon is committed to the Montreal Protocol, ratified by the Lebanese government in 1993, the Environment Ministry initiated a support project for the implementation of the Montreal Protocol in 1998, aiming at reducing the use of ODSs in Lebanon," said Boueiz.

He added that financial aid and technical assistance were given to Lebanese industry to raise awareness concerning environmental problems and adequate solutions. Moreover, financial aid estimated at $50,000 was spent on awareness programs and other activities over the last five years. 

Mazen Hussein, head of the UN Development Program's (UNDP) Ozone Monitoring Office, said Lebanon, aiming to protect the environment, has signed the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. He said developing countries will have to reduce ODS consumption by 50 percent.

Hussein added that the support project for the implementation of the Montreal Protocol enabled 69 Lebanese factories to manufacture ozone-friendly products.

"The Environment Ministry has upgraded the national program of the Montreal Protocol which will set the cornerstone for a comprehensive national plan aiming at stopping the use of ODSs in the coming five years," he said.

UNDP representative Yves de San said this regional meeting responds to the need for building a knowledge society in the Arab world. De San stressed the need to protect the ozone layer.

"In spite of the progress made globally in this direction, the ozone layer still remains depleted due to the long life of substances released over the past five decades and the continuing use of these substances," he said, adding that the measures spelled out in the Montreal Protocol constitute the main challenge for all concerned parties and the ODS network.

Maria Nolan, the network's chief officer, said several countries were still facing potential non-compliance difficulties with various control measures.

"Kuwait and Yemen may also need further assistance to achieve compliance with the controls on methyl bromide, and Lebanon for reporting data on its latest consumption of methyl bromide."

Nolan urged governments to gradually reduce the availability of CFCs and drive up their prices. She also called for enforcing government controls on CFC imports, adding that even though there was no shortage of government regulations for countries in the network, the policy and legislation should not stay on paper. "The time has come when governments have to enforce such policies."

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=4792
Yemen 
The Prime Minister of Yemen calls upon PERSGA Secretary General to increase cooperation in Protection of Marine Environment.

Preparation to declare 22 Yemeni Islands as Natural Protectorates.  

خلال لقائه أمين عام الهيئة الاقليمية للحفاظ على بيئة البحر الاحمر وخليج عدن:
رئيس الوزراء يدعو الى مزيد من التعاون لحماية البئية البحرية
استعدادات لإعلان 22 جزيرة يمنية محميات طبيعية
دعا الأخ عبد القادر باجمال رئيس مجلس الوزراء إلى المزيد من التعاون والجهود المشتركة بين الدول المطلة على البحر الأحمر لحماية البيئة البحرية والتنوع الحيوي الذي تزخر به البيئة في البحر الأحمر.

وعبر رئيس الوزراء أثناء استقباله أمس الأخ الدكتور عبدالاله عبدالعزيز باناجه أمين عام الهيئة الإقليمية للمحافظة على بيئة البحر الأحمر وخليج عدن عن التقدير للجهود التي تبذلها الهيئة للحفاظ على التنوع الحيوي وحماية البيئة في البحر الأحمر وخليج عدن بما في ذلك أنشطتها البحثية والتوعوية في هذا الجانب.  موضحا أهمية تركيز الهيئة خلال الفترة المقبلة على التوسع في مشاريع المحميات في الشواطئ والجزر اليمنية الواقعة في البحر الأحمر وكذا وضع الآليات المناسبة التي تكفل وجود معايير موحدة لجميع دول البحر الأحمر تجاه قواعد ونوع سفن الاصطياد التي يسمح لها بالاصطياد في البحر الأحمر وبما يكفل الحفاظ على البيئة البحرية وحمايتها من أساليب الصيد الخطرة التي تدمر الحياة البحرية وتلحق الأضرار الفادحة بالشعب المرجانية. 

من جانبه استعرض الدكتور باناجه الأعمال المختلفة التي تقوم بها الهيئة على مستوى الإقليم.  موضحا أن الهيئة تقوم حاليا بدراسة اثنتين وعشرين جزيرة يمنية لمعرف خصائصها البيئية وذلك تمهيدا لإعلانها محميات طبيعية.

حضر المقابلة الأخوان الدكتور محمد لطف الارياني وزير المياه والبيئة و محمود شديوه رئيس الهيئة العامة لحماية البيئة.
http://www.althawranews.net/more.php?category=1
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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*
Eastern DR of Congo calm but volatile as dissidents discuss pull-back, UN says

*
Security Council hears briefing by new Iraqi Foreign Minister 

*
Afghanistan: Secretary-General condemns murder of five aid workers

*
Liberia’s peace process is ‘firmly on track,’ UN envoy tells Security Council

*
UN and donors call for $236 million to assist the victims in Darfur, Sudan

*
Cyprus still requires comprehensive settlement, Annan says

*
UN official praises Peru for promoting rights of internally displaced
*
WHO report finds most serious mental health disorders are untreated

*
Renewable energy market needs investment-friendly policies – UN agency
* * * *

DR Congo

3 June – The situation in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) was relatively calm but volatile as dissident leaders met with United Nations representatives today to discuss withdrawing the forces that seized control of the town of Bukavu yesterday, a UN spokesman said.

Congolese, misinterpreting the mandate of the UN mission (MONUC) and blaming peacekeeping troops for not intervening in the civil strife in Bukavu, attacked UN buildings and equipment, spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

The DRC’s national troops, whose responsibility it was to restore peace, fled yesterday, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

UN peacekeeping chief Jean Marie Guéhenno, just back from the region, said the backlash against MONUC came about because local expectations were not met. He noted, however, that while the DRC was as big as the whole of Western Europe, the UN had only about 10,000 troops countrywide, at a time when no one had expected the breakdown of the DRC’s own army.

By way of comparison, he noted that Sierra Leone, which was the size of just the DRC’s Ituri province, had had 17,000 UN troops deployed there.

Because of the peacekeeping success in Ituri, the expectations of the Congolese were raised and they believed that “MONUC, with its limited resources, could do everything, including secure a big city of 550,000 people against an organized, well-equipped, well-trained military force,” he said.

In addition, there has been a delay in the Government’s integration of combatants from local forces into the national army, Mr. Guéhenno said.

Yesterday’s violent protests against the UN continued today in Kinshasa, Kisangani, Lubumbashi and Kindu, according to Mr. Eckhard.

In the DRC’s capital, Kinshasa, “the UN headquarters, compounds and vehicles were attacked and it is reported that three demonstrators, who entered the premises despite warning shots, were killed,” he said. “In the three other cities, UN buildings and property were looted and torched.”

Mayi-Mayi militia in Kando, a town southwest of Goma, briefly held four UN military observers and three employees of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), he said.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressed deep concern and spoke to DRC President Joseph Kabila earlier today. “President Kabila assured him that both he personally and the Transitional Government fully support the United Nations in the DRC and, in particular, MONUC,” Mr. Eckhard said. 

“The Secretary-General strongly urges the military elements in Bukavu to respect the ceasefire. He calls on the DRC’s neighbours to support the peace process and to use their influence to defuse the situation in the eastern DRC.”

According to OCHA, Mr. Kabila accused Rwanda of backing the insurgency, while the Kigali Government denied any involvement. 

More than 2,000 Congolese Tutsis, or Banyamulenge, from the Bukavu area fled into neighbouring Rwanda over the past couple of weeks, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

* * *

Iraq

3 June – The new Foreign Minister of Iraq today urged the United Nations Security Council to adopt a resolution underlining the transfer of sovereignty back to the country’s people and their representatives.

Hoshyar Zebari welcomed the draft sponsored by the United States and the United Kingdom currently in circulation while outlining amendments that he said should be added.

The new text must mark a clear departure from previous Council resolutions that legitimized the occupation of Iraq, he said. “By removing the label of occupation we will deprive the terrorists and anti-democratic forces of a rallying point to foment violence in our country.”

The resolution must endorse a “genuine and comprehensive” transfer or power on 30 June. “This means investing full authority in the interim government to run Iraq’s affairs, make its own decisions and have authority over Iraq’s security matters.”

He added that Iraq must have full control over its resources and assets.

On broader security questions, he stressed that Iraq still needed the assistance of multinational troops to work closely with Iraqi forces to stabilize the situation. “Any premature departure of international troops would lead to chaos and the real possibility of a civil war in Iraq,” he warned. “This would cause a humanitarian crisis and provide a foothold for terrorists to launch their evil campaign in our country and beyond our borders.”

Hailing the recent political progress in Iraq, he pledged continued advancement towards elections in 2005. “Only by following this course will we preserve Iraq’s territorial integrity and unity and realize a peaceful and prosperous country for our people,” he said.

Numerous Council members participating in the debate that followed hailed the new interim administration and pledged support for Iraq’s political transition. Many backed the Foreign Minister’s call for the adoption of a resolution underscoring Iraq’s full sovereignty. Participants also said the text should clarify the relationship between Iraq’s new Government and the multinational forces operating in the country.

* * *

Afghanistan

3 June – Expressing his anger and distress, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the murder of five members of the non-governmental organization Médecins sans Frontières-Holland in northwestern Afghanistan and called on the country’s authorities to bring their killers to justice.

Two MSF staff from Afghanistan and one each from the Netherlands, Norway and Belgium were killed yesterday in an apparent ambush on the road between the towns of Khairkana and Qala-I-Naw in Afghanistan’s province.

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan decried “the cold-blooded killing” of the five unarmed aid workers and offered his condolences to their families.

Mr. Annan urged the Afghan Government, the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and coalition forces to take all necessary steps to protect aid workers and bring the perpetrators of Wednesday’s killings to justice.

Earlier, the Secretary-General Special Representative for Afghanistan, Jean Arnault, called the attack “yet another tragic and unacceptable act directed at the aid community.”

During a briefing to the Security Council in New York on 27 May, Mr. Arnault stressed that security in the country remained insufficient and noted that in recent months the situation had worsened.

“Sadly and worryingly, yesterday’s attack confirms this assessment,” he said in today’s statement.

The envoy has directed all required UN assets in Afghanistan to be made available to support MSF in this most difficult hour. A UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) helicopter left Kandahar this morning to transport the bodies of the three international staff back to Kabul for eventual repatriation by MSF.

“The aid community, with international and national personnel, is in Afghanistan to help the needy and vulnerable, to help strengthen Afghan institutions, and to help Afghans rebuild their country,” Mr. Arnault said. “To do this, the security of personnel from civilian aid organizations and the United Nations must be assured.”

He called on the Afghan people and leaders to reject those groups who commit acts of violence and to support the efforts to build a more peaceful, just and prosperous country.

* * *

Liberia

3 June – The once-volatile situation in Liberia has calmed and security is being restored to the West African country, the head of the United Nations peacekeeping mission there (UNMIL) told the Security Council today.

“The peace process is now firmly on track and irreversible,” said Jacques Paul Klein. “UNMIL troops deployments have significantly stabilized the country and the disarmament of combatants is making steady progress.”

Mr. Klein said that 70 per cent of the estimated 53,000 combatants had given up their weapons. Of these 13 per cent were children and 18 per cent were women.

At the same time, he noted that some heavy weapons were not being turned in and only 82 people had identified themselves as foreign fighters. “Ensuring complete weapons hand-over remains a priority,” he stressed.

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and its partners are working to help 7,000 child ex-fighters in Liberia, Mr. Klein said.

Also today, the Chairman of Liberia’s National Transitional Government, Gyude Bryant, addressed the Council on the sanctions against the country.

Chairman Bryant pledged that whenever sanctions were lifted on Liberia’s diamonds, it would impose a temporary and voluntary embargo on the diamond trade until the country was certified under the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, which was designed by Southern African diamond-producing countries in 2000 to eliminate sales of rough diamonds to finance armed conflicts.

On the timber industry, he said forest resources and benefits would go to local logging communities to be used for education, training, health and sanitation, as well as infrastructure building and maintenance.

“We have encouraged the establishment of oversight committees and institutions for monitoring effective sustainable forest management practices, community involvement and environmental impact assessments,” he added.

A report by Secretary-General Kofi Annan before the Council notes Liberia’s intention to join the Kimberley process, but cautions that the country will face difficulties in extending its authority over all of its timber-producing areas.

The Government’s capacity to control logging areas has been enhanced by the continued deployment of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) on land and in the air, according to the report. UNMIL has moved into such areas as Buchanan, Greenville and Zwedru, but the Government has been unable to staff offices in those areas.

* * *

Sudan

3 June – Describing the humanitarian and human rights crisis in Sudan’s Darfur region as being “of extraordinary gravity, magnitude and urgency,” the United Nations, donor countries and aid agencies today wrapped up a meeting by appealing for at least $236 million to help an estimated 2.2 million victims of the war and forced ethnic displacement survive until the end of this year.

In a joint statement issued after the one-day donor alert meeting in Geneva, the UN, the United States and the European Union said hundreds of thousands of lives will be at risk in Darfur “unless immediate protection and relief are provided.”

The triumvirate warned that the situation in Darfur, an impoverished region in Sudan’s west, is so dire that donors will have to maintain their support at least until 2006. Civilians still face the threat of attack from the Janjaweed militias and many others are spilling into neighbouring Chad to escape the violence.

Today’s meeting, organized by the UN, included representatives from 36 countries, including Sudan, as well as from the African Union, the European Union, the League of Arab States and many non-governmental organizations.

At a press briefing following the meeting, Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, said the participants agreed to try to achieve a series of relief targets for the next 90 days.

These include: feeding up to one million people in Darfur; providing basic drugs and health care services to 90 per cent of the estimated one million people internally displaced; providing boreholes, water pumps and water tanks in camps for the internally displaced; and helping refugees in Chad build temporary shelters.

Mr. Egeland also said that civilians continue to report that the Janjaweed are committing atrocities such as murders, rapes and the destruction and pillaging of villages, despite the signing of a ceasefire agreement in April.

The joint statement of the UN, US and EU urged all parties to respect the ceasefire, and said the Sudanese Government had obligations to ensure the safety of its citizens. It also called for humanitarian workers to be allowed unimpeded access to Darfur.

More than a million people are internally displaced within Darfur, up to 150,000 refugees have fled to Chad and at least another 700,000 people have been severely affected in Darfur since fighting broke out there early last year between the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups.

A UN human rights report released last month found that numerous atrocities had been committed by the Janjaweed militias, a loose collection of apparently Arab fighters, that were recruited, armed and sponsored by Khartoum.

The UN World Food Programme’s (WFP) Executive Director, James T. Morris, said acute malnutrition was becoming a major problem, especially among children, in the camps of refugees and internally displaced people.

At the Geneva meeting the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said $46 million is needed simply to help the thousands of displaced children in Darfur.

Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, also told the meeting that he has asked his office to send six human rights officers to Darfur as soon as possible to monitor the situation. Two extra officers will be based in Khartoum.

* * *

Cyprus

3 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has underscored the need for a comprehensive settlement to the Cyprus question while noting that as long as the current stalemate continues there is “no apparent basis for resuming the good offices” effort.

In a new report to the Security Council, Mr. Annan says the rejection of a settlement plan put to referenda on the island represents “another missed opportunity” to resolve the Cyprus problem.

While noting that the decision of the Greek Cypriots to vote no on the plan must be respected, he calls it “a major setback.”

The decision of the Turkish Cypriots, who voted yes, is to be welcomed, the Secretary-General says. “The Turkish Cypriot vote has undone any rationale for pressuring and isolating them,” he observes.

Mr. Annan expresses hope that Council members can lead the effort to eliminate unnecessary barriers against Turkish Cypriots “not for the purposes of affording recognition or assisting secession, but as a positive contribution to the goal of reunification.”

A lasting solution, he asserts, requires more than a comprehensive and carefully balanced peace plan. “It also needs bold and determined political leadership on both sides in the island, as well as in Greece and Turkey, all in place at the same time, ready to negotiate with determination and to convince their people of the need to compromise.”

Although the plan, having been rejected by the Greek Cypriots, is legally null and void, its acceptance by the Turkish Cypriot electorate “means that the shape of any final settlement to reunify Cyprus would appear to be set,” he says.

Cypriots from all walks of life who worked with courage and determination to achieve a settlement must continue their efforts, he emphasizes. “The prospects for the reunification of their country now rest primarily in their hands.”

In New York today, Mr. Annan conveyed these views to Tassos Papadopoulos, the President of Cyprus, a UN spokesman said after their meeting.

“The Secretary-General said that after the decisive rejection of the plan by the Greek Cypriots, it would be for that side to explain fully to the Turkish Cypriots, the UN and the rest of the world how they see the way forward,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

Mr. Annan also appealed to Mr. Papadopoulos to seize the initiative in responding positively to his appeal for States to eliminate unnecessary barriers to the development of the Turkish Cypriots. “This will signal that the Greek Cypriots wish to reach out to their Turkish Cypriot compatriots in the north, and assist them and help facilitate the eventual goal of reunification,” Mr. Eckhard said.

* * *

Peru

3 June – Stepping up the battle to ensure the human rights of internally displaced persons (IDPs), a key United Nations official today praised Peru for the passage of a new national law prohibiting arbitrary displacement and clarifying the rights of those who have been forced to leave their homes by armed conflict or other causes.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Representative on IDPs, Francis M. Deng, hailed President Alejandro Toledo and the Congress of Peru, where an estimated 600,000 people, mostly from indigenous communities, were displaced during the 1980s and 1990s in fighting between the government and rebel forces of the Shining Path and the Tupac Amaru Resistance Movement.

While the overwhelming majority have returned home or settled permanently elsewhere, many of those displaced still feel the lingering trauma, stigmatization, impoverishment and other negative effects of their ordeal.

Mr. Deng noted that, by promulgating the new law, Peru joined a growing number of States affected by internal displacement that are actively incorporating international humanitarian and human rights standards into domestic legal structures, building on the UN’s Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, the most widely recognized statement of international norms in this area.

The Representative also voiced hope that the implementation of the law would help heal the wounds still open from the many years of conflict and serve to prevent new injustices in the future.

* * *

Mental health

3 June – Serious mental health disorders remain largely untreated around the world, with developing countries faring worst but even relatively affluent countries in North America and Western Europe unable to help up to half of their sufferers, according to the findings of a first in a series of studies by the United Nations health agency.

The authors of the World Health Organization (WHO) report, published in the current issue of The Journal of the American Medical Association, have called on countries to re-allocate their resources from treating minor disorders to tackling the more serious cases.

Dr. Ronald Kessler of Harvard University in the United States and Dr T. Bedirhan Ustün of WHO examined the results of more than 60,000 diagnostic interviews of adults from 14 countries – six developed and eight developing – between 2001 and 2003. They studied disorders linked to anxiety, substance abuse, impulse control, mood or other causes.

The report found that between 76 and 85 per cent of those surveyed in developing countries who said they had suffered from a serious mental health disorder in the past year had not received treatment. In developed nations, between 35 and 50 per cent were untreated.

The authors noted that the number of mild cases of mental health problems is so high that there are not enough resources to devote to the more serious cases, adding that early intervention is vital to prevent problems from becoming more severe.

“A new focus on development and evaluation of secondary prevention programs for the early treatment of mild cases is needed to guide rationalization of treatment resource allocation,” they concluded.

The proportion of the population who said they suffered from serious mental health disorders varied dramatically between countries. For example, 26 per cent of those surveyed in the United States said they were sufferers, compared to 4 per cent of those samples in the Chinese city of Shanghai.

The authors said they believed the discrepancies reflected different attitudes to mental health, adding that the inhabitants of many non-Western countries are often more reluctant to admit to emotional or substance abuse problems.

* * *

Renewable Energy

3 June – In a world thirsting for new energy sources, the United Nations environmental agency is calling for more leadership from policy makers and action by financial institutions to encourage investment in renewable energy, a field with an estimated market potential of nearly $2 trillion in the next 15 years.

“CEO Brief: Renewable Energy,” a study released at the four-day International Conference on Renewable Energies in Bonn, Germany, the largest gathering of leaders in the sustainable energy finance sector, is the third report by the Climate Change Working Group of the UN Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI).

Presenting the business case, it stresses a $1.9 trillion potential for renewable energy markets over 15 years, but only if “real concerns” by the financial sector are addressed. Renewable energy includes such sources as hydro, wind, solar thermal and geothermal power, bioenergy and photovoltaics. 

“The world needs more energy, but conventional sources are unsustainable and finite,” the chairman of the UNEP FI Climate Change Working Group, Thomas Loster, told the conference yesterday.

The most important step for policy-makers is to create confidence in the long-term future of the renewable energy market by policies that make “the deal on the table” financially attractive, Mr. Loster, Head of Weather/Climate Risks Research at the Munich Reinsurance Company, added.

“It’s time to get down to business,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the meeting. Affordable finance will be needed to implement the international action plan being developed at the conference, he added, agreeing with financiers that governments need to “get real” with the policies to make that happen.

“Sustainable development needs sustainable energy, but sustainable energy needs investment,” he said, urging the 275 participants to develop new products for the rapidly evolving renewable energy sector.

The report details several important case studies highlighting both the opportunities and challenges in renewable energy finance and represents the work of key financial institutions – ANZ, Aviva, Citigroup, Dresdner Bank, Garant, HypoVereinsbank, and Munich Re.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon,

**DRC - Developments
The situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo remains highly volatile, following the taking of the town of Bukavu by dissident forces under the command of General Nkunda and Colonel Mutebutsi.  Bukavu is now reported to be relatively calm and the dissident leaders met today with the United Nations representatives to discuss the withdrawal of their forces from the city.   

However, violent anti-UN demonstrations took place today in Kinshasa, Kisangani, Lubumbashi and Kindu.  In Kinshasa, the UN headquarters, compounds and vehicles were attacked and it is reported that three demonstrators, who entered premises despite warning shots, were killed.  In the three other cities, UN buildings and property were looted and torched.  

In Kando, southwest of Goma, Mayi-Mayi elements kidnapped four UN military observers and three NGO workers but released them within hours.

Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, Jean Marie Guéhenno, recently returned from the DRC and he is following the situation closely.  He reported on it to the Security Council yesterday, and we have asked him to come to the briefing today to provide an update and answer your questions on the current developments.  He will be here in a few minutes.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman on the DRC:

“The Secretary-General was dismayed and deeply concerned at the news of violent demonstrations against the United Nations in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, today and yesterday.  He spoke to President Kabila this morning and President Kabila assured him that both he personally and the Transitional Government fully support the United Nations in the DRC and, in particular, the UN mission there.  

“The Secretary-General strongly urges the military elements in Bukavu to respect the ceasefire.  He calls on the DRC’s neighbours to support the peace process and to use their influence to defuse the situation in the eastern part of the country.

“The Secretary-General was relieved that the United Nations and NGO personnel kidnapped this morning have been released.  He calls on all parties and individuals to show respect for and ensure the safety of all United Nations and NGO personnel and to engage in a process of reconciliation.”

**Security Council
At 10 a.m., the Council began an open meeting on Liberia, at which the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Jacques Klein, and Charles Gyude Bryant, Chairman of the National Transitional Government of Liberia spoke.

Jacques Klein says the peace process is now firmly on track and irreversible.  UN peacekeepers, he says, have significantly stabilized the country and the disarmament of combatants is making steady progress.  But he also warned of the numerous challenges ahead.  And we have copies of his remarks in my office.  And you may be able to catch him at the stakeout following this meeting.

**Security Council - Iraq
At 3 p.m., the Council is scheduled to hold consultations of the whole on Iraq, at which the Secretary-General will brief. 

This is to be followed at 4 p.m. by an open meeting on the same topic, which Iraq's Foreign Minister, Hoshyar Zebari, is expected to attend. 

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Concerning the killings in Afghanistan yesterday, we have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman:

“The Secretary-General was distressed and angered to learn of the cold-blooded killing yesterday of five staff of Médecins sans Frontières on the road between Khairkhana and Qala-I-Naw, in Badghis province, Afghanistan.

“He strongly condemns the killing of these unarmed humanitarian aid workers.  And he calls on the Government of Afghanistan, the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force for Afghanistan (ISAF), and Coalition forces to take the necessary measures to ensure the safety and security of aid workers who are assisting the people of Afghanistan and to bring the perpetrators to justice.
“The Secretary-General expresses his profound condolences to the bereaved families.”
**Darfur - Sudan
In Geneva today, the United Nations held a donors meeting on Darfur, Sudan, which Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, described as the biggest humanitarian crisis in the world today.

Participants appealed for $236 million, which covered the outstanding requirements to meet the emergency needs for those in Darfur as well as for the refugees in Chad for the remainder of this year.  

We have the transcript of the press conference on the meeting, which gathered some 50 delegations, including donor countries, UN agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the Government of Sudan, some neighbours of Sudan and the African Union.  We also have a joint statement by the co-chairs, the United Nations, United States and the European Union.

**SG Letter/G8
Ahead of next week’s summit of the “Group of Eight”, the Secretary-General has called on the leaders of these countries to incorporate the Millennium Development Goals as an explicit priority in their respective government programmes and policies.

You’ll recall that the Millennium Development Goals set out yardsticks for measuring development progress by 2015, in eight areas of global importance including hunger, poverty and health. 

In the letter, the Secretary-General also draws attention to the need for global partnerships between developed and developing countries, and calls on the leaders not to let their interest in Africa’s wider problems wane.  

We have copies of the letter upstairs, and it’s available in all six official UN languages.

**WHO Mental Health report
From WHO. Up to half of all people with serious mental disorders in the United States and several European countries aren’t receiving treatment, and the situation is even worse in some developing countries, according to WHO.

The findings come from the first of a series of WHO World Mental Health Surveys.  Data from 14 countries is included in the survey -- six less developed countries and eight developed ones.  WHO says the findings clearly show the high prevalence and burden of mental disorders globally which, despite available treatment, remain largely untreated.  We have more in a press release on this.

**Press Conference tomorrow
Press conference tomorrow at 1:15 p.m. Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, the Chairman of the UN Ad Hoc Committee for a Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, will be in this room to brief you on the outcome of the two-week meeting of the Committee, which ends tomorrow.

**UNIS
And finally, the UnitedNationsInternationalSchool class of 2004 is graduating, and that graduation will take place in the General Assembly Hall tomorrow afternoon.  Fareed Zakaria, the editor of Newsweek International, will be the commencement speaker.  And this year’s graduates represent 41 nationalities and speak 32 languages.  We have a press release on that on the racks.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Abdurrahim?
**Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, how does the UN explain the attacks on its offices in the Congo, and does the UN expect any repercussions from those attacks on the UN elsewhere in the world?

Spokesman:  I think you should ask Mr. Guéhenno, but it seems that there was an exaggerated sense of the UN’s capacity to prevent an attack in Bukavu.  As I think I said yesterday, we were never there to intervene in a civil war.  We were in there to assist the parties carry out a peace agreement and to support a national unity government.  So we are doing what we can to protect the civilians and we’re working with the parties to try to put back together the peace agreement as it applies to the eastern part of the country.  But I think, as I said, you’d get a fuller answer from Mr. Guéhenno, who should be here in a few minutes.

Question:   But how can the UN as a result of those attacks, for example, take measures to boost security for the UN elsewhere?

Spokesman:  We have already been reviewing security at every single installation we have worldwide, not in connection with these attacks in the DRC, but as a result of the international terror threat.

Question:   Just one more on the Security Council this afternoon. Can you give us a flavour of what’s likely to be said during the session with the SG?

Spokesman:  No, I don’t want to try to characterize it.  I think the Council’s intent is to get the Secretary-General’s assessment of how things went in Iraq for Mr. Brahimi’s mission.  Mr. Brahimi will be arriving in New York in time to join the retreat of the Security Council this weekend, where on Saturday afternoon they will be discussing Iraq, and he will be there for that discussion.

And then next week, there may be a further request from the Council to hear from Mr. Brahimi.  They’re hearing from the new Iraqi Foreign Minister today, that is, the Foreign Minister for the new Interim Government.  And I think once all the consultations with Mr. Brahimi are concluded, probably on Monday, we have asked him to come here to brief you, possibly on Tuesday.  Mark?

Question:   And is there any plan for the new Prime Minister to come here, perhaps to visit the Secretary-General? 

Spokesman:  We have not heard of any request for the Secretary-General’s time.  And you’d have to ask the Security Council President whether they have heard anything from the new Prime Minister.  To my knowledge, no.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   On the DRC still, some elements have been asking for the resignation of the Special Representative.  Have they advanced any reasons?

Spokesman:  I don’t know about that.  I’d let Mr. Guéhenno answer that question.  Yes?

Question:   I know it’s an internal matter, but has there been any word or any reaction from the SG on the resignation of George Tenet today?

Spokesman:  No, that’s a domestic issue and there would be no reaction from the United Nations.  Yes?

Question:   Fred, concerning the (inaudible)...Special Representative... (inaudible)...to the Security Council?  What about... (interrupted).

Spokesman:  I’m sorry, the Special Representative of where?

Question:   Brahimi.

Spokesman:  Oh yes, okay.

Question:   Do you have any idea for the... what’s the date that that resolution will be brought for a vote?

Spokesman:  No, I cannot predict that.  You can talk to different Council members when they might expect it to be done.  I think you might get differing opinions, however.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?
Question:   President Kabila has been saying that the elements that created the trouble are coming from Uganda.  What is the opinion of the Special Representative on this accusation?

Spokesman:  Well, again, I think you should ask Mr. Guéhenno; it’s two or three minutes until he gets here.  He’s just visited the region, and so I think he‘d be the best one to answer that question.

I understand he’s still two minutes or so out.  So, if you don’t mind holding tight for a couple of more minutes until he gets here.

Thank you very much.  

Stephane, do you want me to read this statement?

Stephane:   Yes.

**SG – President Papadopoulos
I do have a read out of the Secretary-General’s meeting with President Papadopoulos of Cyprus, if you’d be interested.  I’ll just read this into the record:

“At his meeting with President Papadopoulos, the Secretary-General, after listening to his visitor’s views, expressed his regret that a unique opportunity to solve the Cyprus problem had been missed.  The Secretary-General said he fully respected the decision taken by the Greek Cypriot people.  He also fully respected the decision of the Turkish Cypriots.  He saw little if any scope for a renewed good offices effort as long as the stalemate continued.

“The Secretary-General said that, after the decisive rejection of the plan by the Greek Cypriots, it would be for that side to explain clearly to the Turkish Cypriots, the United Nations and the rest of the world how they see the way forward.  The Secretary-General pointed out that he has advised the Security Council to stand ready to address concerns regarding security and implementation.

“He appealed to Mr. Papadopoulos to seize the initiative in responding positively to his appeal for States to cooperate to eliminate unnecessary restrictions and barriers to the development of the Turkish Cypriots.  This would signal that the Greek Cypriots wish to reach out to their Turkish Cypriot compatriots in the North and assist them and help facilitate the eventual goal of reunification.”

Jean-Marie, do you want to take this chair?

Mr. Guéhenno:     Thank you.

Spokesman:  Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, on the subject of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, welcome.

*  ***  *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Diamundial" ��Asociación de Empresas Forestales  - Mensaje de ASEMFO para el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Medioambiente" ��Planeta Corrientales – Día mundial del medio ambiente� �� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��UPI - Outside View: Creating changes in climate� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bonn" ��Agence France-Presse - World ministers make push for renewable energies at Bonn meet� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Energy" ��China News - Leaders urge to develop renewable energy�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Degradation" ��Daily Mail (Accra) – Renewable energy key to tackling environmental degradation –�UNEP Boss�� HYPERLINK  \l "Games" ��CNN - Athens falls short for green Games�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Athens" ��Reuters - Athens misses green Games targets�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Initiative" ��AllAfrica - Botswana: Grassroots Initiative to Save the Environment� �� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��The Daily Star (Lebanon) - How to save the ozone layer�























Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

