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SciDev.Net (London)

Tsunami's Legacy Includes Airborne Toxins

March 3, 2005

Regions hit by the 26 December 2004 tsunami have been seriously contaminated by saltwater, bacteria and even nuclear waste, says a report released last week by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP).

According to the report, groundwater in many of the affected areas has been contaminated by seawater infiltration and damage to toilets, septic tanks and sanitation systems.

It also says the tsunami stirred nuclear and other hazardous waste that had previously been illegally dumped along the coast of Somalia and that this waste is now affecting the health of local people.

The report contains the findings of UNEP's Asian Tsunami Task Force's rapid environmental assessment, the first attempt to determine the tsunami's environmental impact.

Releasing the report to 100 environment ministers at UNEP's 23rd Governing Council meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, the agency's executive director, Klaus Toepfer, said that 60,000 wells and 15,000 hand pumps were contaminated, damaged or destroyed in Indonesia.

"All 28,000 hectares of coastal irrigation schemes in Aceh [Indonesia] were severely impacted," said Toepfer. "Ninety per cent of toilets on some badly affected islands in the Maldives may have been lost."

The report says that groundwater in as many as 30 of the Maldives islands has been contaminated by sewage, with tests indicating that many of these supplies now breach international safety standards.

Other contaminants in the Maldives' water supply since the tsunami include asbestos and oil, which has leaked from fuel drums and damaged generators.

In Somalia, said Toepfer, there is evidence that the tsunami caused nuclear and other hazardous waste to threaten the health of local communities.

Since the early 1980s, Somalia's coastline has been used as dumping ground for such waste produced by other countries. Somalia's long civil war and the inability of its authorities to police the coast, has allowed other nations to illegally dump uranium, radioactive waste, industrial chemicals and heavy metals such as cadmium and mercury.

"Most of the waste was simply dumped on the beaches in containers and disposable leaking barrels which ranged from small to big tanks without regard to the health of the local population and any environmentally devastating impacts," says the report.

The tsunami stirred up waste dumped on Somali beaches around North Hobyo and Warshek, south of Benadir, according to UNEP. Wind carried toxic materials inland, leading to health problems in local villages.

Many people in the affected areas are complaining of unusual health problems including acute respiratory infections, bleeding mouths and skin conditions, says UNEP's report.

UNEP says it is urgent that infrastructure such as wells and sewage containment are repaired, and that hazardous wastes are removed. It suggests that these efforts use labour intensive work programmes to maximise benefits to the livelihoods of poor communities.

In the longer term, UNEP calls for regional warning systems, not only for tsunamis but also for other natural disasters. It proposes plans to identify vulnerable coastal areas where the building of homes, hotels, factories and other infrastructure should be banned or restricted.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Chemical and Engineering News
  Nations Seek Mercury Cuts 
UNEP conference promotes voluntary emissions reductions by chemical industry, power plants   
 
    

Nations around the world have agreed to promote techniques for reducing global mercury emissions from chlor-alkali chemical plants and coal-fired power stations. Governments meeting under the aegis of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya, in late February decided not to pursue an international treaty to reduce mercury pollution, however, at least for two years.

At the meeting, the European Union suggested that countries launch negotiations on a pact to control the neurotoxic element. Instead, governments agreed to a U.S. proposal for taking voluntary steps by actively pushing “best available techniques” for curbing mercury emissions. Targets of this effort are chlor-alkali facilities, coal-fired electricity generators, and small gold-mining operations. 

Governments agreed to review the success of these efforts in two years and then consider options for further global action, including the possibility of a treaty on mercury. Also, countries directed UNEP to compile a report on the amounts of mercury traded and supplied around the world. According to UNEP, an estimated 2,000 metric tons of mercury is released to the global environment every year.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Greenpeace


Save the Dugong!

The island of Okinawa has been called the "Galapagos of the East" because of the precious bio-diversity it supports, but it is also known as "the island of the base" because U.S. military bases occupy over 18 percent of the landmass. Now, another base is slated for construction, despite the irreparable damage it will cause to a critical marine area.

No Dugong Left Behind

The proposed construction site is right in the heart of a coral reef, which nurtures diverse marine life including sea turtles and dugongs - relatives of the manatee. Habitat degradation and increasing scarcity of their food have led to the dugong's recent classification as an endangered species. Unfortunately, no active measures have been taken to ensure their conservation. As few as 12 dugongs are left in the Okinawa waters. If the plan proceeds, the dugongs of Japan may be lost forever.

Take Action! Save this endangered species.

The United Nations Environment Program has released a report calling for the creation of a marine reserve to protect the dugong, but it seems the government of Japan would rather build a runway complete with hangers, control towers and fuel storage on top of this fragile ecosystem - to the tune of more than $1 billion of taxpayers' money.

People of Okinawa have lived off the sea for generations. Serving as a natural breakwater, the coral reef provides a valuable food source for the community and a vital habitat for marine life. Because coral grows at an extremely slow rate, if it were destroyed, it would take several centuries to recover.

One 84-year-old local man voiced his opposition to the project. "We know for sure, that building the airbase is not the right thing to do. There are a plenty of sea creatures which are supporting our life here. We always appreciate the richness of ocean life: we have top shell, octopus, magaki-shell and seaweed. Once the base is built, there will be no future for our children. I can't let it disappear."

Taking a Stand

In 1997, local people voted overwhelmingly to reject the base, but the local mayor was forced by the central government to agree to the project. He resigned in disgrace after signing the agreement. The community then took it upon itself to stop the construction, and has been successful in preventing drilling for the past eight years. Recently, however, several scaffoldings were forcibly set up in the sea to conduct a preliminary geological survey. For the past 300 days, the protestors have organized sit-ins and have occupied the drilling towers, preventing any further construction from occurring...for now.

We have joined these courageous protesters in their effort to save this fragile ecosystem. Our ship, the Rainbow Warrior is in Okinawa, supporting the community in its fight and shedding light on this issue for all the world to see.

What can you do?

Please take a moment to send a message to the Japanese government saying "NO" to the construction of the U.S. military airbase and "YES" to the protection of the Okinawa dugong.

Support the local people who are out on the water all day, every day, to stop the destruction. For every message we receive, we will tie one ribbon to the Rainbow Warrior, demonstrating the solidarity of activists from around the world.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Times online

Somalia's secret dumps of toxic waste washed ashore by tsunami

From Jonathan Clayton in Johannesburg

THE huge waves which battered northern Somalia after the tsunami in December are believed to have stirred up tonnes of nuclear and toxic waste illegally dumped in the war-racked country during the early 1990s.

Apart from killing about 300 people and destroying thousands of homes, the waves broke up rusting barrels and other containers and hazardous waste dumped along the long, remote shoreline, a spokesman for the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) said.

“Initial reports indicate that the tsunami waves broke open containers full of toxic waste and scattered the contents. We are talking about everything from medical waste to chemical waste products,” Nick Nuttal, the Unep spokesman, told The Times.

“We know this material is on the land and is now being blown around and possibly carried to villages. What we do not know is the full extent of the problem.”

Mr Nuttall said that a UN assessment mission that recently returned from the lawless African country, which has had no government since 1991, reported that several Somalis in the northern areas were ill with diseases consistent with radiation sickness. “We need more information. We need to find out what has been going on there, but there is real cause for concern,” he added. “We now need to urgently send in a multi-agency expert mission, led by Unep, for a full investigation.”

An initial UN report says that many people in the areas around the northeastern towns of Hobbio and Benadir, on the Indian Ocean coast, are suffering from far higher than normal cases of respiratory infections, mouth ulcers and bleeding, abdominal haemorrhages and unusual skin infections.

“The current situation along the Somali coastline poses a very serious environmental hazard not only in Somalia but also in the eastern Africa sub-region,” the report says. Toxic waste was first dumped in Somalia in the late 1980s, but accelerated sharply during the civil war which followed the 1991 overthrow of the late dictator Mohamed Siad Barre.

Local warlords, many of them former ministers in Siad Barre’s last government, received large payments from Swiss and Italian firms for access to their respective fiefdoms.

Most of the waste was simply dumped on remote beaches in containers and leaking disposable barrels.

Somali sources close to the trade say that the dumped materials included radioactive uranium, lead, cadmium, mercury and industrial, hospital, chemical and various other toxic wastes. In 1992, Unep said that European firms were involved in the trade, but because of the high level of insecurity in the country there were never any accurate assessments of the extent of the problem.

In 1997 and 1998, the Italian newspaper Famiglia Cristiana, which jointly investigated the allegations with the Italian branch of Greenpeace, published a series of articles detailing the extent of illegal dumping by a Swiss firm, Achair Partners, and an Italian waste broker, Progresso.

The European Green Party followed up the revelations by presenting to the press and the European Parliament in Strasbourg copies of contracts signed by the two companies and representatives of the then “President” — Ali Mahdi Mohamed — to accept 10 million tonnes of toxic waste in exchange for $80 million (then about £60 million).

Abdullahi Elmi Mohamed, a Somali academic studying in Sweden, told The Times that this worked out at “approximately $8 per tonne, while in Europe the cost for disposal and treatment of toxic waste material could go up to $1,000 per tonne”.

Mr Ali Mahdi, who then controlled north Mogadishu and who worked closely with the UN during its disastrous 1992-95 humanitarian mission to the country, has always refused to discuss the issue even though an Italian parliamentary report subsequently confirmed many of the allegations.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

SOMALIA: Tsunami may have exposed dumped hazardous waste

NAIROBI, 3 March (IRIN) - The Indian Ocean tsunami that hit the Somali coast in December may have spread hazardous wastes dumped there earlier, exposing residents to possible health problems, the UN environment agency, UNEP, said on Thursday. 

Nick Nuttall, UNEP head of media services told IRIN that preliminary reports had shown that waste containers on the Somali coast may have been damaged by the tsunami and toxic chemicals blown around by the wind. 

"Our experts believe that a wide range of wastes had been dumped there," Nuttall said. "Radioactive wastes, hospital wastes, heavy metals like lead and Cadmium, chemical wastes and leather treatment wastes." 

The issue of hazardous waste in Somalia dates back to the early 1990s, when foreign companies - taking advantage of the lack of government - dumped unknown quantities of waste. 

"There have been reports from time to time of dumping," Nuttall added. "It costs [US] $2.50 a tonne to get rid of waste in Africa, whereas to dispose of the same waste in Europe costs more like $250 a tonne." 

Nuttall said that it was not clear where the waste originated. "All we know of country of origin is that they are likely to have been European countries," he said. 

According to the spokesman, the most affected localities were believed to be North Hobyo [Mudug region, central Somalia] and Warsheik, north of Mogadishu. The number of people affected was unknown, but some sicknesses had been reported including "mouth bleeding, respiratory infections, abdominal haemorrhages [and] unusual skin reactions". 

UNEP, he added, was in talks with the Somali transitional government about sending a full assessment mission. 

The tsunami devastated more than 650 km of coastline on 26 December. Relief workers estimated that at least 150 people died while 54,000 were left in need of emergency assistance. Northeastern Somalia was the worst affected, particularly the stretch between Hafun [Bari region] and Garacad [Mudug region]. 

Some 4,000 of those displaced are expected to relocate from where they used to live because the massive waves altered the coastline. Many of these people were still living on higher ground about a kilometre from the coastline, weeks after the tsunami. 

Residents of the fishing community of Hafun, the worst hit area, had their boats and more than half their homes destroyed by the killer wave, leaving them without shelter, clean water, sanitation and food, according to relief workers. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

ABC Online

Tsunami spread toxic waste in Somalia: UN

The United Nations says last December's tsunami has spread hazardous waste that has been illegally dumped on the coast of Somalia. 

A UN spokesman says the giant waves have broken open containers and scattered radioactive material, medical waste, and heavy metals. 

Somalia has been used as an illegal dumping ground for dangerous waste for many years, because it has had no functioning government. 

The UN says villagers in the affected areas have been complaining of mouth bleeds, haemorrhages and other conditions that appear to be directly linked to the tsunami and the damaged waste containers. 

It says it is concerned that the dispersed waste may affect fisheries and fragile ecosystems like coral reefs and mangrove forests and it warns that some of the waste may have contaminated water supplies, as well as top soil, which may have to be removed. 

The UN estimates the tsunami killed up to 300 people in Somalia, but a total of around 18,000 households were directly affected. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire

March 3, 2005

HEADLINE: AU DECLARES THURSDAY AS AFRICAN ENVIRONMENT DAY

BODY:


Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The African Union has declared every 3 March as African Environment Day in a bid to sensitise people living in the continent on the importance of environment conservation.

This was disclosed Thursday by UNEP Regional Director Sekou Toure during the launch of the third phase of Nairobi River Basin Programme. 

Toure supported the Kenya government's effort and the ministries involved in the exercise geared towards making Nairobi River safe for its users.

He also called for the redoubling of effort in cleaning up the heavily polluted river that traverses the city with a view to making its waters consumable.

He paid tribute to the country, saying its commitment to the project served as a good example to other African countries.

Speaking during the launch, Kenyan Local Government Minister Musikari Kombo hailed the progress made so far in a speech read on his behalf by ministry permanent secretary Zachary Ogongo.

He also noted the good work done in the clean up of the Nairobi Dam and the establishment of its Board of Trustees was step forward in the government's determination to clean the environment in and around Nairobi.

Thanking the Belgian government for its generous support of the exercise, the minister said the programme also entailed the cleaning up of two other rivers in Nairobi and its environs.

The Nairobi River Basin Programme (NRBP) is a four-year programme started on 1 January. Its vision is to restore riverine eco-system with clean water for the capital city and healthier environment for the people of Nairobi.

Its objective is to rehabilitate, restore and manage the Nairobi River ecosystem in order to provide improved livelihoods, especially for the poor, enhanced biodiversity, and a sustainable supply of water for domestic, industrial, recreational and emergency uses.
____________________________________________________________________________________

St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Missouri)

March 3, 2005 Thursday 
HEADLINE: Biotechnolgy meeting convenes here

BYLINE: BY ERIC HAND Of the Post-Dispatch

BODY:


Can public-sector scientists become better salesmen?

Nearly 50 university, nonprofit and government biotechnologists from around the globe will try at a two-day conference beginning today at the Donald Danforth Plant Sciences Center in Creve Coeur.

Center president Roger Beachy wants them to talk up the benefits of public research into genetically modified foods and crops, an industry where debate so far has largely been between for-profit companies like St. Louis-based Monsanto and environmental activists. 

"We think the absence of the voice of public-sector scientists skews the discussion," he said.

Beachy hopes to encourage public-sector scientists to weigh in by attending a meeting in June for the Cartagena Protocol, a treaty that governs biosafety rules.

With Washington University researchers advocating on the stem cell research issue before the Missouri Legislature, some scientists are finding themselves in an unusual position: To get public money or permission, they have to join the political fray.

The Cartagena Protocol took effect Sept. 11, 2003, after 50 nations ratified the treaty. It was named for the Colombian city in which it was primarily negotiated in 1999. The treaty contains safety rules for genetically modified organisms, specifying, for example, that food products must be labeled and that the international transport of any modified organisms must be declared.

To date, 114 nations have ratified the treaty. The United States has not.

The treaty is mute about the benefits of biotechnology, said Joel Cohen, a researcher with the International Food Policy Research Institute, which is based in Washington. He says that's because treaty negotiations included for-profit scientists, representatives from the environmental ministries and non-governmental organization activists, but didn't include public-sector scientists.

"Nobody has mobilized these scientists before," he said. "The meeting in St. Louis is intended to address that void."

Public-sector scientists in 15 countries have genetically engineered 45 crops, according to a paper Cohen published January in the journal Nature Biotechnology.

All but one of the crops -- an insect-resistant cotton in China -- are stuck in a regulatory pipeline and have not been released commercially. For-profit companies are good at navigating regulatory agencies, but the public researchers need more money for that, Cohen said.

Cohen, who will present his work at the Danforth Center today, says that some environmental organizations have unjustly ignored the potential benefits of public-sector engineered products, which would be freely available.

"They prefer this black-and-white split between right and wrong," he said.

That's not true, said Kristin Dawkins, vice president of the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, a nonprofit group in Minneapolis that opposes genetically engineered foods. She says the goals of public-sector biotechnologists are well-intentioned and sincere, but perhaps too hurried.

Dawkins calls for more research into the health and ecological effects of genetically modified organisms before they are released commercially.

Two conference attendees, a regulator from Tanzania and a researcher from Colombia, said that farmers in their countries were less concerned with possible hazards of modified products and more concerned with their potential price tags.

Beachy said that this is where the scientists need to be better salesmen and let people know about products that would eventually be free.

He understands the risks of scientists venturing into a political arena.

"There will be accusations, that public scientists are dupes of the big companies and pushing a profit motive," he said.

Washington University professor Steve Teitelbaum knows about becoming an advocate. The bone doctor became the university spokesman on the issue of stem cell research. He has spent many nights dining with state legislators and debating opponents.

"My career would be much better served if I wasn't doing this," he said. "My dream is to win this battle and go back to the lab full time." ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- The Cartagena Protocol

Sets up a biosafety clearinghouse where information about genetically modified organisms is filed and shared after commercial approval. Requires products to be accompanied by labels and documents that identify the scientific name and characteristics of genetically modified ingredients. Operates under the "precautionary principle," meaning that worst-case scenarios for a genetically modified product can justify banning it, even if no scientific evidence exists of it causing harm. Source: United Nations Environment Programme Convention on Biological Diversity
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UPI

March 3, 2005 Thursday 1:25 PM EST

HEADLINE: UPI Hears ...


BODY:


Insider notes from United Press International for March 3:

Despite strident U.S. and Israeli concerns, Russia is still trying to get Iran to buy as many as five additional nuclear reactors after completing installation of the contentious reactor at Bushehr on the Persian Gulf. During his latest visit to Tehran, Russia's nuclear energy chief Aleksandr Rumyantsev discussed the possibility of constructing at least two new reactors forthwith, but with more to come. Under the original 2002 agreement, Russia could construct up to five reactors, including a second one at Bushehr, over the next decade. Speaking after Rumyantsev's "highly successful" visit, Russian ambassador to Iran Aleksandr Maryasov told reporters in Tehran, "Completing Bushehr will certainly increase Iran's trust in us. I think that this will create beneficial conditions for future projects." Despite Western and Israeli discomfort at the prospect of nuclear reactors under Iranian control, Russians insist that the Bushehr project is purely about "bizness" - the contract is worth $800 million to Russia. Moreover, Iran's purchases of armaments are running pretty consistently between $2 billion and $4 billion annually, making the Islamic state third largest purchaser of Russian military hardware after India and China. 

A decade after the end of apartheid in South Africa, former president and Nobel Peace Prize laureate F.W. de Klerk is complaining that the ruling African National Congress is pursuing policies that alienate minorities and undermine multiculturalism. De Klerk, who shared the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize with Nelson Mandela, said ANC policies intended to level the playing field for blacks have discriminated against whites and Indians, commenting, "What else is it but domination if the black majority dictates the agenda for the white, Indian and colored minorities and negatively affects their core interests?" President Thabo Mbeki's administration has intensified its efforts to boost black ownership of the economy, favoring black-owned companies for government contracts as businesses are encouraged to fast-track black candidates for top jobs. In the resultant environment, De Klerk commented that whites and other minority groups feel disenfranchised, with many emigrating in search of better prospects. De Klerk was succeeded in office by Nelson Mandela, whose ANC swept South Africa's first all-race elections in 1994. De Klerk said the ANC was insisting on policies that fell short of the multicultural goals meant to replace the white domination of apartheid rule that discriminated against blacks and other non-whites, remarking, "Instead of an approach that accommodates diversity, there is an increasing tendency to require minorities to conform to the ANC goal of representivity. It becomes clear that in a multi-community society representivity means that minorities would be subject to the control of the majority in every aspect of their lives - in their jobs, in their schools, in their universities and in their sport."

Georgia's "velvet revolution," Ukraine's "orange revolution" and Lebanon's "cedar revolution" continue to reverberate around the former Evil Empire, with Moldova's opposition not ruling out the possibility of a "Ukrainian scenario" being staged after the parliamentary elections on March 6. Leader of the pro-Romanian Christian-Democratic People's Party (CDPP) Yuri Rosca stated, "There is a communist dictatorship in our country, and consequently there are conditions for a revolution." The CDPP has bedecked the capital, Chisinau, in orange and plastered the streets with posters showing Rosca next to Ukraine's new President Viktor Yushchenko. The CDPP has "booked" Chisinau's central square for a two-week meeting, which is to be held after the elections. Serafim Urechean the leader of the "Democratic Moldova" largest opposition bloc and Chisinau's mayor declared, "We shall oust the communists without any orange revolution. ... A peaceful way to settle the situation should be sought, but the people have the right to turn out into the streets. The communists are inciting general psychosis and hatching a plan for social clashes, which are to be provoked after the elections."

In Africa's biggest development project, South Africa's Eskom Holdings and the United Nation's environment agency UNEP have announced plans to dam the lower Congo River in a giant scheme to "industrialize Africa and sell electricity to Europe." The $50 billion project will generate 40 billion megawatts, exceeded only by China's Three Gorges hydropower plant's 48.6 billion kilowatt output. Eskom Holdings Chairman Reuel Khoza said, "We calculate that hydroelectricity from the Congo could generate more than 40,000 megawatts, enough to power Africa's industrialization," adding that surplus electricity would be sold to Spain and Italy via an inter-connector under the Mediterranean. While the idea of damming the Congo River had been suggested in the past, the proposal is now gaining momentum under the New Partnership for Africa's Development, established in 2001 to further African development. The facility will be constructed on the Inga Rapids near the river's mouth in western Kinshasa. The Southern African Development Community, of which Congo Kinshasa is a member state, is the fastest industrializing zone in sub-Saharan Africa.
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Africa News

March 2, 2005 Wednesday

HEADLINE: Cameroon;Anti-Poaching Campaign Targets Airports

BYLINE: Cameroon Tribune

BODY:
They are also exit points for illegally procured wildlife products.

Dealers in illegally captured animals who have been using airports as channel for exporting their products will henceforth be indicted. The decision to target airports was taken following an unfortunate incident at the Nsimalen International Airport where a shop keeper was caught dealing in products obtained from elephant tusk and teeth. A case file has been established against the dealer in the Yaounde court. 

The special campaign to fight poaching is being undertaken by the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife, the Ministry of Justice and Keeper of the Seals, the delegation of National Security and the Last Great Ape Organisation (LAGA). The campaign aims at creating an effective deterrent for crimes related to wildlife. The fight against poaching has so far remained in motor parks, railway stations and trains, and popular markets where the trade has been quite intensive. But as the fight intensified, dealers in the trade adopted other methods of getting their products sold. Airports, some of the least suspected areas became their new exit.

The launching of the war against poaching at the airports is a logical follow up of the resolutions of the Brazzaville Heads of State meeting to assess the level of implementation of the Yaounde 1999 Declaration. Wildlife protection was one of the main issues tackled at the meeting. Answering questions from pressmen on how Cameroon will intensify the fight against illegal exploitation of the forest and wildlife products, the Minister of Forest and Wildlife, Egbe Achuo Hillmann, said, "the months ahead will witness a clear and firm determination of government to redress the ills and install order and transparency in these sectors. He announced the intension of his ministry to make the forest and wildlife sectors attractive both to the people who live there, to the country and to prosperity.

The present operation focuses on endangered species and illegal dealers who remain the major generators of illegal trade in bush meat, ivory and pets. According to projections of the Great Ape Survival Project (GRASP) of the United Nations Environment Programme, commercial bush meat trade is by far the greatest threat to wildlife. In the same vein, conservationists have established that, illegal trade in wildlife now ranks third after other international illegal trades like narcotics and firearms.
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Business Line

HEADLINE: MUMBAI SUBURBS UNDERGOING MAKEOVER

BODY:


Mumbai, March 3 - THE face of greater Mumbai is changing with massive infrastructure projects involving road or flyover constructions being implemented on a regular basis.

Over Rs 5,000 crore is being spent on these projects that will be completed by 2007.

While these are very visible projects, at the micro-level, the distant suburbs of Mumbai are also undergoing significant transformation. 

Help for the local bodies in this endeavour in the suburbs of Virar and Panvel comes under the aegis of the Sustainable Cities Programme (SCP) of the United Nations-Habitat (UN-Habitat) and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Mr Ole Lyse, Chief, Urban Environment Section, UN-Habitat, told Business Line: "Our thrust is on capacity building because we believe that a lot of urban problems are anchored in planning and management issues and less in technical issues.

"Today you can acquire any technology in the world but in spite of that many cities struggle with environmental issues. UN-Habitat gives niche expertise in planning, management, capacity building, and new approaches to planning."

SCP has been working in these suburbs on a pilot basis with a $ 25,000 funding since October 2003. It is being implemented with the help of All India Institute of Local Self Government (AIILSG), which is putting in another $ 25,000 raised from its own resources and that of the local municipal councils.

Sustainable growth and development supported by balanced environmental planning and management strategies are the key drivers.

Given special focus are solid waste management and effluent treatment. Waste will be segregated, reduced at source and processed in a decentralised manner and will dovetail with anti-poverty programmes of the Government.

This is part of an initiative under implementation in 60 countries. Chennai was the first city in India to have benefited from this programme.

In Maharashtra, the programme is likely to be implemented in six more locations. According to Mr Ajit Kumar Jain, Head of AIILSG, Mumbai city has a chance to fall under the SCP scanner once the civic authorities make a request to the UN-Habitat to this effect.

Rahul Wadke

____________________________________________________________________________________

Libération

Biodiversité. L'Irak et ses voisins se concertent pour réhabiliter la zone.

Huit pays au chevet des marais irakiens

Par Denis DELBECQ

jeudi 03 mars 2005 (Liberation - 06:00)

ent cinquante millions de dollars. C'est ce qu'il faudrait pour réhabiliter les marais du sud de l'Irak, asséchés aux neuf-dixièmes dès 1991 par Saddam Hussein pour en chasser les habitants et irriguer les zones agricoles plus au nord (Libération du 24 février 2005). Une réunion de l'Organisation régionale pour la protection de l'environnement marin s'est tenue lundi et mardi à Bahrein, sous l'égide du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). C'était la première fois depuis 1991 que l'Irak pouvait officiellement discuter d'environnement avec ses voisins...

Les huit pays présents ont abordé la fonction de protection du littoral qui n'est plus assurée par les marais d'Irak. «Depuis le drainage opéré par Saddam Hussein, la pêche côtière s'est effondrée», explique Hassan Partow, du PNUE. Les marais jouent un véritable rôle de nursery pour les crevettes et de nombreuses espèces de poissons. «Les prises de crevettes ont chuté de 40 % après 1991.» Dépendant à 100 % de la désalinisation d'eau de mer pour son eau potable, le Koweït est touché par ricochet. Les eaux polluées du Tigre et de l'Euphrate se déversent directement dans le golfe Persique sans avoir été filtrées par les marais, ce qui obère la qualité de son eau potable.

Pour le moment, le PNUE n'agit pas encore sur le terrain. «Il est impensable d'envoyer des équipes sur le terrain vu les conditions de sécurité qui prévalent en Irak aujourd'hui, justifie Hassan Partow. Seuls les Américains peuvent le faire.» La semaine dernière, une équipe de scientifiques américains et irakiens a publié les résultats de ses investigations dans Science (1), laissant présager une possible restauration des marais. «Nous avons travaillé sous escorte avec des gardes fournis par les chefs locaux», raconte Curtis Richardson, responsable de l'équipe. Depuis l'été dernier, ce sont des Irakiens qui étudient la chimie des sols et la qualité de l'eau dans les 30 % de marais qui voient revenir l'eau. Une réunion doit se tenir à Amman à la fin du mois pour publier les dernières investigations sur l'état de ce que beaucoup appellent encore les «jardins d'Eden».

(1) Edition du 25 février 2005.

____________________________________________________________________________

Europa Press

Somalia.- El tsunami diseminó desechos radiactivos almacenados ilegalmente en la costa de Somalia

LONDRES, 3 Mar. (EUROPA PRESS) - 

El tsunami que sacudió el océano Índico el pasado 26 de diciembre diseminó desechos radioactivos y de otro tipo almacenados ilegalmente en la costa de Somalia.

Un portavoz del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Nick Nuttall, declaró a la BBC que las olas gigantes habían abierto contenedores que contenían material radioactivo, desperdicios médicos y metales pesados.

Nuttall dijo que informes preliminares indican que, como resultado, algunos aldeanos del norte de Somalia están enfermos y sufren hemorragias.

"Sabemos que estos desperdicios peligrosos están en la tierra y que el aire los está llevando a las aldeas", explicó. "También existe la posibilidad de que algunas de estas sustancias químicas se hayan infiltrado en las aguas cercanas a la costa, algo que se debe investigar con urgencia", añadió. El portavoz del PNUMA estimó que todavía es necesario evaluar el impacto completo.

Somalia fue el único país africano afectado de lleno por el tsunami, que se cobró allí unas 300 vidas. Según la ONU, Somalia ha servido durante años de vertedero ilegal de sustancias prohibidas porque carece de un gobierno efectivo.

El mes pasado el PNUMA advirtió de que las reservas de agua dulce se encuentran amenazadas en Somalia y en otros países afectados por el maremoto, en especial en Indonesia, las islas Maldivas y Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Tailandia y Yemen.

Según el organismo, las fuentes naturales de agua están contaminadas de agua de mar y desechos. El PNUMA valor que desperdicios tóxicos y materiales peligrosos, como asbestos, pueden haber contaminado el agua destinada al consumo humano. Asimismo, el agua salada afectó a la agricultura.

_____________________________________________________________________________

La Cronica

Deja el tsunami material radiactivo al descubierto

( BBC )

( 2005-03-03 )

Un portavoz del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Nick Nuttall, asegura que el tsunami abrió contenedores con material radiactivo, desperdicios médicos y metales pesados en Somalia.

Nuttall dijo que informes preliminares indican que, como resultado, algunos aldeanos del norte del país están enfermos y sufren hemorragias.

“Sabemos que estos desperdicios peligrosos están en la tierra y que el aire los está llevando a las aldeas”, explicó.

“También existe la posibilidad de que algunas de estas sustancias químicas se hayan infiltrado en las aguas cercanas a la costa, algo que se debe investigar con urgencia”, añadió.

El portavoz del PNUMA dijo que todavía es necesario evaluar el impacto completo.

Somalia fue el único país africano afectado fuertemente por el fenómeno natural, que cobró ahí unas 300 vidas.

Según la ONU, Somalia ha servido durante años de vertedero ilegal de sustancias prohibidas porque carece de un gobierno efectivo.

El mes pasado PNUMA advirtió que las reservas de agua dulce se encuentran amenazadas en Somalia y en otros países afectados por el maremoto, en especial en Indonesia, las islas Maldivas y Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Tailandia y Yemen.

Según el organismo, las fuentes naturales de agua están contaminadas de agua de mar y desechos.

El PNUMA advirtió que desperdicios tóxicos y materiales peligrosos, como asbestos, pueden haber contaminado el agua destinada al consumo humano.

Asimismo, el agua salada afectó también la agricultura.

La ONU calcula que unas 250 mil personas murieron a causa del tsunami, al que califica como “una de las peores tragedias de la historia”.
_____________________________________________________________________________

El Mundo

Tsunami disemino desechos radioactivos

EE.UU. Enterrados en las costas de Somalia

El maremoto que sacudió al océano Índico en diciembre diseminó desechos radioactivos y de otro tipo almacenados ilegalmente en la costa de Somalia.

Un portavoz del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Nick Nuttall, le dijo a la BBC que las olas gigantes habían abierto contenedores que tenían material radioactivo, desperdicios médicos y metales pesados.

Nuttall dijo que informes preliminares indican que, como resultado, algunos aldeanos del norte del país están enfermos y sufren hemorragias.

"Sabemos que estos desperdicios peligrosos están en la tierra y que el aire los está llevando a las aldeas", explicó.

"También existe la posibilidad de que algunas de estas sustancias químicas se hayan infiltrado en las aguas cercanas a la costa, algo que se debe investigar con urgencia", añadió.

El portavoz del PNUMA dijo que todavía es necesario evaluar el impacto completo.

Somalia fue el único país africano afectado fuertemente por el fenómeno natural, que cobró allí unas 300 vidas.

Radioaktív hulladékot mosott ki a tengerből a cunami

Index 

2005. március 3., csütörtök 8:42

Súlyos környezeti katasztrófát okozott a cunami Szomália partjainál. Az ENSZ Környezetvédelmi Programja szerint a partszakaszt a szomáliai káoszt kihasználó vállalatok illegális szemétlerakónak használták, veszélyes vegyi és radioaktív hulladékokat süllyesztettek a tengerbe. A karácsonyi cunami a partra mosta a szennyezést.
_____________________________________________________________________________

La Segunda

ONU señala que tsunami diseminó material radiactivo

Fuente :Orbe

Informe determinó que desechos habían sido almacenados ilegalmente en costa de Somalia.

NUEVA YORK.- El maremoto que sacudió al océano Índico en diciembre, diseminó desechos radioactivos y de otro tipo almacenados ilegalmente en la costa de Somalia.

Un portavoz del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Nick Nuttall, le dijo a la BBC que las olas gigantes habían abierto contenedores que tenían material radioactivo, desperdicios médicos y metales pesados.

Nuttall dijo que informes preliminares indican que, como resultado, algunos aldeanos del norte del país están enfermos y sufren hemorragias, informó bbcmundo.com.

"Sabemos que estos desperdicios peligrosos están en la tierra y que el aire los está llevando a las aldeas", explicó.

"También existe la posibilidad de que algunas de estas sustancias químicas se hayan infiltrado en las aguas cercanas a la costa, algo que se debe investigar con urgencia", añadió.

El portavoz del PNUMA dijo que todavía es necesario evaluar el impacto completo.
Somalia fue el único país africano afectado fuertemente por el fenómeno natural, que cobró allí unas 300 vidas.

Según la ONU, Somalia ha servido durante años de vertedero ilegal de sustancias prohibidas porque carece de un gobierno efectivo.

El mes pasado el PNUMA advirtió que las reservas de agua dulce se encuentran amenazadas en Somalia y en otros países afectados por el maremoto, en especial en Indonesia, las islas Maldivas y Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Tailandia y Yemen.

Según el organismo, las fuentes naturales de agua están contaminadas de agua de mar y desechos.

El PNUMA advirtió que desperdicios tóxicos y materiales peligrosos, como asbestos, pueden haber contaminado el agua destinada al consumo humano. Asimismo, el agua salada afectó a la agricultura.

La ONU calcula que unas 250 mil personas murieron a causa del tsunami, al que califica como "una de las peores tragedias de la historia".
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Küldje el ezt a cikket barátjának, ismerõsének!

Nyomtatható változat 

Radioaktív hulladékot sodort Szomália partvidékére a karácsonyi cunami, állítja Nick Nuttall, az ENSZ Környezetvédelmi Programjának (UNEP) egyik vezetője. Nuttall szerint az UNEP előzetes jelentése szerint Észak-Szomáliában már többen megbetegedtek a szennyezés miatt, írja a BBC. A szervezet adatai szerint több helyi lakosnál száj- és bőrvérzés figyelhető meg.

Az UNEP adatai szerint több nagyvállalat is kihasználta az utóbbi időben, hogy a polgárháború miatt kialakult helyzetben Szomáliának nincs működő kormánya és közigazgatása. A szomáli tengerpartot így illegális hulladéklerakónak használják. Az UNEP adatai szerint a part menti vizekben radioaktív vegyszerek, nehézfémek, lejárt szavatosságú gyógyszerek és egyébb súlyosan szennyező hulladékok is vannak, jelentette a BBC.

Nuttall szerint a veszélyes anyagokat rejtő hordók és konténerek a cunami miatt megrepedtek, a szennyezés így a partra és a levegőbe került. Véleménye szerint sürgősen ki kell deríteni, hogy a szennyezés a partközeli vizekbe is bekerült-e , mivel ez súlyos környezeti problémát jelenthet. Nuttall szerint a szennyezés a szomáli halászatot és a helyi tengeri élővilágot is súlyosan veszélyezteti.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Pressrelations.de

Gutes Gewissen - gutes Geld
Der dit rechnet mit weiterem Wachstum bei nachhaltigen Geldanlagen - DEUTSCHER INVESTMENT-TRUST dit

Frankfurt am Main, 3. März 2005 - Immer mehr Anleger wollen ihr Geld in Aktien von Unternehmen investieren, die ökologisch, sozial und politisch einwandfrei wirtschaften. Der Markt für solche nachhaltigen Investments, über die am 1. und 2. März dieses Jahres eine Konferenz in Bonn informierte, wird 2005 nach Erwartungen des dit, der Fondsgesellschaft der Allianz Dresdner Global Investors, weiter überdurchschnittlich wachsen. 2004 war das Anlagevolumen deutschlandweit um knapp 10 Prozent auf 4,56 Milliarden Euro gestiegen. 

Und bei der Rendite müssen ethisch orientierte Anleger keine Abstriche machen. dit-Fondsmanager Olaf Köster: 'Bei langfristiger Wertentwicklung und Risiko können Aktienfonds mit nachhaltiger Ausrichtung den Vergleich mit herkömmlichen Fonds bestehen.'

Gezielte Unternehmensanalyse

So funktionieren nachhaltige Investments: dit-Experte Köster und seine Kollegen von anderen Fondsgesellschaften investieren nur in Unternehmen, die durch ihr Verhalten die Lebensgrundlagen zukünftiger Generationen bewahren helfen, indem sie die Auswirkungen ihres Handelns auf Umwelt und Gesellschaft beachten und neben Gewinnzielen soziale und Umweltziele verfolgen. 

'Bei der Aktienauswahl halten wir uns an international anerkannte Standards der UNO und der internationalen Arbeitsorganisation ILO', so Köster. Konkret heißt das etwa, dass Unternehmen mit nennenswerten Umsatzanteilen in den Bereichen Rüstung, Tabak, Atomenergie und Pornografie durchs Raster fallen. Auch Firmen, die Kinder für sich arbeiten lassen oder die Umwelt übermäßig belasten, gehören nicht in einen Nachhaltigkeitsfonds. 'Neben den traditionellen Finanzkennzahlen analysieren wir die Unternehmen gezielt nach Aspekten der Nachhaltigkeit', erläutert Köster die Vorgehensweise.

Nachhaltigkeit mindert Risiken

Weltweit können Investmentspezialisten wie Köster aus rund 1600 Unternehmensaktien auswählen. In seinem Fonds Allianz RCM Global Sustainability (WKN 157662, ISIN LU0158827195) hat Köster unter anderem Titel von General Electric, BP, Pfizer und Toyota. Seit Auflage im Januar 2003 hat der Fonds eine jährliche Durchschnittsrendite von 3,97 Prozent erwirtschaftet. 

'Nachhaltig handelnde Unternehmen wirtschaften effizient und vorausschauend. Das mindert Risiken und wirkt sich positiv auf Image und Börsenwert aus. Davon profitieren auch die Anleger', fasst Köster zusammen. 

Mehrere Untersuchungen in den vergangenen Jahren – etwa vom UN-Umweltprogramm UNEP und vom britischen Umweltministerium – haben gezeigt, dass nachhaltig wirtschaftende Unternehmen eine überdurchschnittlich gute Aktienkursentwicklung haben. Und laut einer Studie der European Business School haben nachhaltige Fonds in der Vergangenheit vergleichbare Ergebnisse wie konventionelle Fonds erreicht – und bieten zusätzlich ein gutes Gewissen für den Anleger.

Aktienanalysten sollten Nachhaltigkeit stärker berücksichtigen

Das Aktienfondsmanagement des dit hat sich deshalb unlängst der internationalen 'Enhanced Analytics Initiative' angeschlossen, an der weitere namhafte Finanzdienstleister und der frühere US-Vizepräsident Al Gore mit seiner nachhaltigen Fondsgesellschaft Generation Investment Management beteiligt sind. Ziel: Aktienanalysten der Brokerhäuser verstärkt dazu bringen, auch ökologische, soziale und ethische Aspekte in ihre Bewertungen einzubeziehen.

Erster Sustainability Congress

Am 1. und 2. März 2005 trafen sich im ehemaligen Bonner Bundestag Vertreter des Marktes für nachhaltige Geldanlage mit interessierten Investoren und der Öffentlichkeit. Initiator ist unter anderem das 'Forum Nachhaltige Geldanlagen', ein Zusammenschluss aller relevanten Unternehmen und Institutionen im Bereich nachhaltiger Investments. 

Ein solcher Branchentreff soll künftig einmal jährlich stattfinden.

______________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


Africa: Waves 'brought waste to Somalia'
Keralanext, India, 4 March 2005 -  [Africa News]: Tsunami waves could have spread illegally dumped nuclear waste and other toxic waste on Somalia's coast, a United Nations spokesman has said. Nick Nuttall of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) told the BBC that December's tsunami appeared to have broken barrels and scattered waste. 
Mr Nuttall said a preliminary UN report had found that Somalis in the northern areas were falling sick as a result.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/indexread.asp?id=135964 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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In the headlines:

• UN working with neighbours of DR of Congo to contain militia threat, Annan says

• Women increasingly migrate for economic reasons; trafficking also rising – UN report

• UN envoy in Iraq continues efforts of forge political participation of all elements

• UN envoy seeking Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon to return there in coming days

• Militia members handed over to Côte d'Ivoire authorities by UN mission

• Meeting with UN staff in Sierra Leone, Fréchette stresses zero -tolerance policy on sex abuse

• UN humanitarian chief to begin visit to Sudan’s south and Darfur regions

• UN mission in Burundi congratulates people on

'maturity' of referendum vote• Four international experts appointed by UN envoy to help run Afghan legislative elections

• World on target to halve measles deaths by year's end, UN agencies report

• Fried, roasted and baked food contaminant may be health concern, UN warns

• Ball in Iran’s court to come clean on nuclear programme – IAEA

More stories inside

UN working with neighbours of DR of Congo to contain militiathreat, Annan says

3 March - The United Nations mission in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

(DRC) is trying to contain the situation in a very troublesome and unsettled area, as recent attacks on

UN troops have shown, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

Answering questions from journalists about the killing of 50 or more militiamen Tuesday in a firefight

in Ituri district, he said, "We are doing whatever we can to contain the situation and also trying to work

with the (DRC) Government and the neighbouring governments to ensure that things do not get out of

hand."Reports received said the troops from the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) were attacked when they were on patrol "and they responded robustly," Mr. Annan said.

The Secretary-General said he did not think the response was a deliberate show of force. "It was really an attempt to defend themselves and a determination to fulfil their mandate as effectively as they can," he said in response to a question. Meanwhile, representatives of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) told a news conference that the Mission's robust response came under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, which permits the use of force "to maintain or restore international peace and security."

MONUC had gathered reliable information during an increase in violence over the past four months that the militia that suffered this week's casualties, the Nationalist Integrationist Front (FNI), was planning an attack on the Mission or on internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the villages of Tché or Kafe, said François Dureau, chief of DPKO's Situation Centre.

The cordon and search operation that the troops were engaged in as a response to that information when they were attacked had been planned before nine Bangladeshi peacekeepers were killed last week, he said.

The Deputy Director for Africa in DPKO's Office of Operations, Margaret Carey added that peacekeeping operations were now more robust because the Department had learned the lessons of Srebrenica and Rwanda. In both cases, UN peacekeepers failed to protect civilians.

Asked what DPKO needed most in the DRC, Ms. Carey said MONUC needed better intelligence capabilities, especially air surveillance and electronic listening, as well as a refinement of the weapons embargo imposed by the Security Council.While the signatories to the embargo were not themselves under embargo because they were members of the National Transitional Government, certain individuals in the Government were known to be collecting arms, she said. MONUC's mandate, meanwhile, was to establish security so that the National Transitional Government could create peace, she said.

Women increasingly migrate for economic reasons; traffickingalso rising – UN report

3 March - Increasingly women are migrating as part of what used to be predominantly male worker

flows and are becoming the principal wage earners for their families, but in the search for economic

gain, they are also becoming more vulnerable to trafficking, a United Nations report says.

"At no time in human history have as many women been on the move as today," says the 2004

World Survey on the Role of Women in Development: Women and International Migration, which

was launched today in conjunction with the 10-year review of the outcomes of the 1995 Beijing

conference on women by the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW).

Growing numbers of women are migrating on their own rather than as family members, the chief of the UN Department of Social and Economic Affairs (DESA), José Antonio Ocampo, told a press briefing to launch the report. Women are empowering themselves as they either take on new roles in their host countries or learn to cope at home with the absence of a migrant husband, he said.

About 90 million women around the world form 49 per cent of migrants, up from 46 per cent in 1960, he said, but he acknowledged that data collection on women migrants needs improving.

The difference between the smuggling of undocumented workers and trafficking is that undocumented people might pay to be transported across borders in search of better life prospects, while the trafficked, also looking for legitimate occupations, find themselves trapped into prostitution, forced marriage, domestic work, sweatshops and other forms of contemporary slavery, the report says.

Carolyn Hannan, the Director of DESA's Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW), told the briefing it is important to reduce the supply of trafficked persons by informing the public about the dangers of trafficking and, on the other hand, to examine and reduce the demand by traffickers, those who exploited the trafficked and officials who might be supporting them.

Economic opportunities in their home countries and channels for legal migration can prevent women from being lured into trafficking networks, she said. Responses to trafficking should balance prevention and prosecution by protecting the rights of trafficked persons because harsh punishments for undocumented workers could make trafficked people afraid to report their situation.

The author of the study, Susan Martin, an expert on international migration from Georgetown University in Washington, DC, said a small but important percentage of migrants, about 10 per cent, are refugees and about 75 per cent of refugees are women and their dependent children.

Wars, conflicts, repressive policies, fear of persecution for religious, ethnic or political reasons, as well as gender-based violations, like female genital mutilation, honour killings and domestic abuse, persuade women to seek asylum in other countries, Dr. Martin said.

The report recommends educating such women so they could become literate, have access to livelihoods and make informed decisions about their own lives, she said.

UN envoy in Iraq continues efforts of forge political

participation of all elements

3 March - Continuing his efforts to ensure that all elements of Iraqi society take part in plotting a new

democratic course for the war-torn country after Sunni Arabs largely stayed away from January's elections,

particularly in writing a new constitution, the top United Nations envoy there is well into his second month of

intensive talks. Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Ashraf Qazi this week held a number of meetings with Iraqi officials and representatives of various political and social trends, including interim President Ghazi Yawer, interim Vice-President and nominee for transitional Prime Minister Ibrahim Ja'fari and Interim Finance Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi.

He also met with the head of the Islamic Sunni Waqf Organization, Adnan Dleimi, as well as Iraqi activists, academicians and incoming members of the Transitional National Assembly elected on 30 January.

His message throughout these sessions, which began almost as soon as the voting booths closed on 30 January, has been the need for all Iraqis to contribute to shaping the future of their country through engaging in an all inclusive political process.

The January elections represent a landmark development in efforts to restore peace and stability, but Sunni Arab participation was extremely low, either due to boycott calls, intimidation or fears of violence. Hence they have little representation in the new assembly, whose principal task will be the writing of a new constitution. Shiite Muslim Arabs, who voted in large numbers, are estimated to constitute about 60 per cent of the population, while Kurds – who also turned out en masse for the polls – and Sunni Arabs make up about 20 per cent each.

UN envoy seeking Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon to return

there in coming days

3 March - The United Nations envoy seeking the withdrawal of some 14,000 Syrian troops from Lebanon is returning to the region in the next few days, less than a month after his last visit, following an increase in tension sparked by the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

"I will be sending back Terje [Roed-]Larsen to the region to discuss the issue of withdrawal with the two governments concerned," Secretary-General Kofi Annan told reporters in New York today of his Special Envoy for the implementation of resolution 1559.

The resolution, adopted by the Security Council last September, calls for the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon, disbanding all militias and extending Government control over the whole country. Syrian troops have been in the country since the earlt stages of the 1975-1990 civil war.

Mr. Annan reiterated his earlier hope that he will be able to report progress when he submits his next report in April. Asked whether he was concerned that too quick a Syrian withdrawal might create a political vacuum, he replied: "I think this is something that everyone is conscious of and it will have to be managed very carefully. I think in our discussions and in our attempt to see implementation of the resolution [1559] we will bear that in mind."

Militia members handed over to Côte d'Ivoire authorities by UN mission

3 March - The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Côte d'Ivoire today handed over to local

authorities the nearly 90 militia members it detained after a clash between the militia and rebel forces

in the west of the country.

The authorities in Guiglo would take the appropriate judicial measures, Gen. Abdoulaye Fall, Force

Commander of the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI), told a news conference in the largest city

of the West African country, Abidjan, on his return from an assessment trip to the area where the

clashes took place, Logouale.

UNOCI arrested 87 assailants, of whom two were minors and were turned over to the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) at the UN camp at Man.

With tensions in the country's west remaining high, the UN refugee agency limited staff movements in northern and western Côte d'Ivoire and suspended the registration of Liberian refugees in four border districts where 10,000 refugees are living. Census-taking was continuing at Nicla refugee camp in the west, but would be delayed in Ben-Houyen, Zouan-Hounien, Blolequin and Toulepleu districts, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said in Abidjan. The census registration started last month and aims to update refugee information and give the refugees identification documents which could prevent them from being mistaken for parties to the conflict, the agency said. If the situation in the west deteriorated, 17,000 Liberian refugees would be at risk, UNHCR said, harking back to 2003 when the Liberians had to be evacuated to Abidjan to escape fierce fighting in the west. The Liberian refugees in Côte d'Ivoire currently number 70,000.

Meanwhile, in an exchange of letters the Security Council agreed with Secretary-General Kofi Annan's appointment of Swedish diplomat Pierre Schori as his new Special Representative (SRSG) for the country. He replaces Albert Tévoédjrè, who stepped down at the end of January.

In other news, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette was expected to arrive in Abidjan tomorrow for a four-day visit during which she would stress to the civilian and military leadership of UNOCI the world body's zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse by peacekeepers.

Meeting with UN staff in Sierra Leone, Fréchette stresses zerotolerance policy on sex abuse

3 March - Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette today continued her tour of United Nations peacekeeping operations in West Africa, speaking to staff and troops in Sierra Leone about the world body's zero tolerance policy regarding sexual exploitation and abuse. In a meeting with the UN Country Team and senior staff of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), Ms. Fréchette urged that the newly established in-country network on sexual exploitation and abuse be used as a prevention and enforcement mechanism.

She noted that strong leadership is the key to eliminating sexual exploitation and abuse.

The Deputy Secretary-General also acknowledged the dangerous and complex environments in which peacekeeping operations functioned, but said that because of the vulnerability to exploitation of the local population, there was a need to "accept a degree of restriction on…personnel behaviour."

Later during a meeting with President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, the Deputy Secretary-General discussed the way forward for the Mission and the future of Sierra Leone, including the need for strengthening of the security forces. Afterwards she spoke at a forum attended by top UN military and police officers, and emphasized that rules for behaviour, codes, directives and standard operating procedures must be enforced by contingents through national disciplinary law.

Yesterday shortly after her arrival in Sierra Leone, Ms. Fréchette stressed to staff that Secretary-General Kofi Annan's zero tolerance policy must be respected by everyone. "It is an obligation on the part of every United Nations employee to observe the code of conduct," she said. "Our code is very specific."

Tomorrow she travels to Côte d'Ivoire.

UN humanitarian chief to begin visit to Sudan’s south and

Darfur regions

3 March - The top United Nations humanitarian official is due to arrive in Sudan today to begin a fiveday

visit to assess the situation in the country’s south, where millions of refugees and internally

displaced persons (IDPs) are poised to return home after the end of the civil war there, and in the

Darfur region, where fighting between rebels, the Government and allied militias has killed tens of

thousands of civilians.

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland is

scheduled to visit the town of Rumbek in southern Sudan tomorrow, where he will speak to officials with UN aid agencies and partner non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Mr. Egeland will also meet members of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), the former rebel group that will be integrated into the government following January’s peace deal that ended the 21-year civil war in the region. During his time in southern Sudan Mr. Egeland will visit the town of Malualkon in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state, an area to which tens of thousands of IDPs already returned in 2004.

As many as 4.5 million people are displaced as a result of the civil war in southern Sudan, and earlier this week UN humanitarian officials urged the international community to drastically increase its aid so that communities have enough resources to deal with the expected massive influx.

The final part of Mr. Egeland’s Sudanese tour will be in the Darfur region in the country’s west, where almost two million other people are displaced because of the conflict raging there since early 2003.

The Under-Secretary-General will meet representatives of the African Union (AU) during his visit to South Darfur state, as well as local authorities, aid workers and affected civilians.

UN mission in Burundi congratulates people on 'maturity' of

referendum vote

3 March - With provisional figures showing that 90 per cent of Burundi's electorate voted in a constitutional referendum early this week, the United Nations mission trying to help the country recover from decades of ethnic strife and civil war today congratulated its people on their exemplary maturity.

The UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB), set up last May to help cement a multi-party, power-sharing government and pave the way to peace in the tiny Central African nation torn asunder by conflicts between Hutus and Tutsis, provided technical and logistical aid to the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI) in holding the vote.

"The people of Burundi are to be congratulated for the degree of maturity with which they voted in exemplary fashion – those who voted yes and those who voted no, for that is democracy," Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Deputy Special Representative Nureldin Satti told a news briefing today in Bujumbura, the capital.

CENI said some 90 per cent of the country's 3 million registered electorate voted with more than 90 per cent casting a "yes" ballot, while about 8 per cent voted "no."

Mr. Satti said he was optimistic that Burundi has the ability to organize the next several steps in the electoral calendar, leading up to legislative and presidential elections.

ONUB helped CENI transport nearly 130 tons of voting material by air and land for the referendum and contributed to civic education and to posting some 100 electoral experts throughout the country. It also sent 45 verification teams totalling some

300 people to the 17 provinces on voting day, which was 28 February.

These teams noted that the ballot conformed to international standards and that there were no incidents marring the credibility of the process.

Four international experts appointed by UN envoy to help run Afghan legislative elections

3 March - The senior United Nations envoy for Afghanistan today appointed four international electoral

experts to serve on the commission charged with preparing and conducting the country's national

legislative and district polls scheduled for later this year.

Jean Arnault, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Afghanistan, announced that Canada's

Alison Redford, Australia's Julian Type, India's Noor Mohammad and Ray Kennedy of the United

States have been selected to sit on the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB).

The JEMB is comprised of the four officials – each one has extensive experience in helping to organize elections in foreign countries – and the nine-member Afghan Independent Electoral Commission (IEC). After the elections are held, the IEC will assume full responsibility for the running of future elections in Afghanistan. Mr. Arnault has also appointed Peter Erben as the IEC's Chief Electoral Officer, his spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in the Afghan capital of Kabul.

World on target to halve measles deaths by year's end, UN

agencies report

3 March - Deaths from measles, which only a decade ago killed millions of children each year, have

plummeted by nearly 40 per cent since 1999 thanks to mass vaccination campaigns, with countries on

target to halve mortality by year's end and Africa leading the world in the decrease, United Nations

agencies announced today."Progress of this magnitude is remarkable," World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Lee

Jong-wook said. "I congratulate countries for their succes sful efforts in protecting children from measles. I am certain that

with increased commitment from governments and further support from the international community, even more can be

accomplished."

Global measles deaths dropped 39 per cent to an estimated 530,000 in 2003, from 873,000 in 1999, with the largest

reduction occurring in Africa, the region with the highest burden of the disease, where estimated measles deaths decreased

by 46 per cent.

"In many places where families once lived in fear of losing their children to measles, they're now protected by an effective

and inexpensive vaccine," UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy said of the scourge that beyond

its death toll also sickened 30 million more children, leaving many with life-long disabilities like blindness and brain

damage.

"What clearer proof could there be of the value of investing in immunization?" she added. "We now have the opportunity to

replicate this successful model as we tackle other child killers such as malaria."

The dramatic decline in deaths has been made possible through the commitment of governments to fully implement the

WHO/UNICEF strategy for sustainable meas les mortality reduction, seeking to achieve routine measles immunization

coverage of at least 90 per cent in every district. As measles wards shut down all over the African continent, a long-term

budget item in many hospitals can be freed up to save children from other diseases.

But millions of children still remain at risk. Malnourished and un-immunized children under five years of age, especially

infants, are at high risk of contracting measles and are more vulnerable to death. The vast majority of measles deaths are

found in low-income countries. Each year more than 130 million children are born and "we must reach each and every one

with measles vaccination," Dr. Lee said.

Measles immunization

Fried, roasted and baked food contaminant may be health

concern, UN warns

3 March - A contaminant shown to cause cancer in animals that forms in the high-temperature

frying, roasting or baking of such foods as potato chips and crisps, coffee, and cereal-based products

like pastries and sweet biscuits, breads, rolls and toast, may be a public health concern, according to

two United Nations agencies.

The contaminant, acrylamide, is formed when certain foods, particularly plant-based foods rich in

carbohydrates and low in protein, are cooked at temperatures higher than 120 degrees Celsius, and

the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) and World Health Organization (WHO) called for preparation technologies

that significantly lower the acrylamide level.

Preliminary investigations by industry and other researchers seem to suggest that significant reductions are currently feasible

in several foods, the agencies added in releasing a joint report by a committee of 35 experts from 15 countries.

The neurotoxicity of acrylamide in humans is known from instances of high occupational and accidental exposure when the

contaminant is used in industrial processes in the production of plastics and other materials. Studies in animals have shown

that it caused reproductive problems and cancer.

The Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives and Contaminants (JECFA), meeting last month to consider the

possible risks of acrylamide and five other food contaminants, concluded that on the basis of the tests in animals cancer was

the most important toxic effect of acrylamide and consumption of foods with it at current levels of occurrence may be a

public health concern.

The conclusion was based on a conservative evaluation, according to the committee, which noted that there is still

considerable uncertainty about the mechanism of the toxicity of acrylamide, assumptions used to compare the most relevant

animal data to the human situation, and extrapolation of the intake assessments.

The amount of acrylamide can vary dramatically in the same foods depending on several factors, including cooking

temperature and time. Because of this, JECFA experts said that it was not possible to issue recommendations on how much

of any specific food containing the substance is safe to eat.

JECFA noted that the food industry is evaluating means to reduce acrylamide levels in various foods and recommended that

these efforts continue. The experts also cautioned that major changes in food processing methods to reduce acrylamide

would need to be checked for nutritional quality and safety, including microbiological contamination, and the possible

formation of other undesirable chemicals. Consumer acceptability also has to be considered.

The latest information on acrylamide reinforces general advice on healthy eating and consumers should continue to eat

balanced and varied diets, which include plenty of fruit and vegetables, and to moderate their consumption of fried and fatty

foods, the agencies said.

Ball in Iran’s court to come clean on nuclear programme – IAEA

3 March - Declaring that “the ball is very much in Iran’s court,” the United Nations agency entrusted with

curbing the spread of nuclear weapons has again called on Tehran to show greater openness to assure the

world that its nuclear programme is solely for peaceful purposes.

“If I say there are three more important things Iran needs to do, I should say transparency, transparency and

more transparency,” International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said, noting that

Iran had for almost two decades concealed its nuclear activities in breach of its obligations under the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

“It is difficult that we can come to a conclusion and provide assurance, without full cooperation, full openness, full

transparency on the part of Iran,” he told reporters yesterday in Vienna, where the IAEA Board of Governors is meeting.

“We need to keep moving forward; we need to conclude the process as early as possible. The ball is very much in Iran’s

court to come clean through absolute transparency measures and cooperation with the Agency,” he added.

“And that’s what we are asking Iran to do – to go out of its way, not just to play it by the book, but to be more transparent, to

allow us to do everything we want to do, frankly, in terms of interviewing people, in terms with having access to documents,

in terms of making transparency visits to facilities…that we can create the necessary confidence.”

Iran has consistently denied it is seeking nuclear weapons, insisting its programme is purely for energy generation but Mr.

ElBaradei has said the IAEA is not in a position to conclude there are no undeclared nuclear materials or activities in the

country. Several countries, including the United States, insist Iran is seeking nuclear weapons.

Yesterday the IAEA chief noted that the agency had no new revelations about Iran’s past activities and was making good

progress, particularly with regard to the uranium enrichment programme, a step that could produce weapons-grade fuel.

 “We are cooperating well with Pakistan to resolve the issue of contamination,” he said, referring to the possible source of

radioactive material found in Iran and to Pakistani scientist A. Q. Khan, blamed for the black market spread of nuclear

technology to other countries.

“We are conducting interviews with members of the illicit network to understand the dimension of the enrichment

programme in Iran. And we are trying to...make sure that Iran’s programme has been declared to us in its entirety,” he

added.

Mr. ElBaradei, who called for Iranian transparency when he addressed the Board on Monday at its opening session, said he

had a “good meeting” yesterday with Iranian representatives, again explaining to them that “it really is in their interest to

make everything possible for us to speed up the process and conclude our investigation on the past programme.”

Tougher controls on aircraft smog emissions introduced by UN

aviation agency

3 March - As part of its effort to reduce aircraft emissions that affect local air quality and the increase in

global warming greenhouse gases, the United Nations aviation agency has adopted more stringent

standards for controlling a pollutant that can contribute to the reddish-brown smog often seen over urban

areas.

By unanimous decision of its 36-member Council, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

adopted new oxides of nitrogen (Nox) standards which are 12 per cent more stringent than previous levels for applicability

in 2008.

Nox is the generic term for a group of highly reactive gases, all of which contain nitrogen and oxygen in varying amounts.

Many of the nitrogen oxides are colourless and odourless. However, one common pollutant, nitrogen dioxide (NO2), along

with particles in the air can often be seen as smog. Most Nox emissions from aircraft have been found to occur in approach,

take off and climb in a height range up to 3,000 feet.

Since 1981, ICAO has issued progressively stricter Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) for aircraft engine

emissions, as well as exploring ways to reduce emissions through operational and market-based measures.

In close cooperation with international organizations concerned and the air transport industry, ICAO aims to limit or reduce

the number of people affected by significant aircraft noise, the impact of aviation emissions on local air quality and the

impact of aviation greenhouse gas emissions on the global climate.

The entry into force last month of the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

aimed at further reducing greenhouse gas emissions reaffirmed ICAO’s leadership role in environmental matters related to

civil aviation.

Specifically, the Protocol calls on industrialized countries to work through ICAO to pursue the limitation of greenhouse gas

emissions from international civil aviation.

UN agency helps tsunami survivors return to productive life

3 March - With tsunami-hit countries in Asia moving into the rebuilding phase, the United Nations

World Food Programme (WFP) is launching a series of humanitarian activities, ranging from water

pond construction to food-for-work projects, to help hundreds of thousands of survivors return to a

productive and independent way of life.

“This is where the real work begins,” WFP Deputy Regional Director for Asia Kenro Oshidari said

today in Bangkok. “Just because this story has disappeared from television screens, it doesn’t mean

that the problem has gone away. In reality, it won’t take weeks or even months, but years for many of these communities to

recover.

“The challenges of rebuilding are monumental, but WFP stands ready to play its role for however long it takes,” he added of

the 26 December disaster that killed more than 200,000 people and left up to 5 million people in need of basic services, such

as food and health care.

In Myanmar WFP is starting food-for-work projects to help people rebuild their communities. Some 7,000 people in the

Irrawaddy division are constructing 20 water ponds for crop irrigation, six kilometres of village roads and two wooden

bridges. In return, they are getting four months’ supply of rice, cooking oil and beans.

In the southern Kawthaung district, near the Thai border, WFP is giving the same ration to 1,000 people who are rebuilding

access roads and rehabilitating sea dykes damaged by the waves.

In Sri Lanka this month, WFP is starting a school feeding programme for 120,000 children in addition to the 165,000

already enrolled before the tsunami. In order to prevent malnutrition WFP will begin distributing corn-soya blended food to

200,000 “vulnerable group” members and to 112,000 mothers and infants. In May or June, WFP will assist 277,000 people to rebuild roads and other local infrastructure.

Also in Sri Lanka, the agency will work with other groups like the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to help people clear debris, rebuild houses, and resume fishing by providing boats and nets.

In Indonesia general food distribution is giving way to aid targeted to 350,000 primary school children, 55,000 pregnant or lactating mothers, 130,000 children under five, 8,000 orphans and children in day care. WFP will help restoring livelihoods with food-for-work. A recent WFP report found that damage to houses, roads, irrigation and drainage systems constituted half of total tsunami damage. The reconstruction of this infrastructure is “critical to the restoration of livelihoods for the  population in the affected areas,” the report says.

_____________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guests at Noon
Anticipating that you will have questions on events recently in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), we have as our guests at the briefing today Margaret Carey, who is Principal Officer in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations’ Africa Division, and Francois Dureau, the Chief of the Peacekeeping Operations’ Situation Centre.

Francois will be giving essentially a military briefing, and Meg will take any political questions you might have.

**Secretary-General’s Press Encounter
The Secretary-General was asked on his way into the building today about Tuesday’s violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s Ituri region, in which some 50 people were killed.

The Secretary-General said he did not think that there was a deliberate show of force by United Nations troops.  Rather, he said, “It was really an attempt to defend themselves, and a determination to fulfil their mandate as effectively as they can.”

He said the DRC operation is complex, and the number of troops the United Nations has may not be adequate given the country’s size, but he added, “We are doing the best with what we’ve got.”  Over time, he said, he hopes that the Security Council will provide support and that the United Nations forces will be strengthened.

The Secretary-General was also asked about Lebanon, and said that he will send his Special Envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, back to the region to discuss the withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon.  He said he hopes to be able to report progress when he submits his next report on that issue in April, and added that the Syrians have indicated that they are planning to withdraw their troops from Lebanon.

We have the transcript of that press encounter in my office.

**Iraq
Yesterday, you asked for an update on the activities of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi.

During this week, he’s held a number of meetings with Iraqi officials and representatives of various political and social trends.  These meetings included ones with the Interim President Ghazi Yawer, Interim Vice-President and nominee for Transitional Prime Minister Ibrahim Ja’fari, and Interim Finance Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi.

He also met with head of the Islamic Sunni Waqf Organization Adnan Dleimi, as well as Iraqi activists, academicians and members elect of the Transitional National Assembly.

The message he’s been delivering is the need for all Iraqis to contribute to the shaping of the future of their country through engaging in an all-inclusive political process that would build on the outcome of the national elections, which represent a landmark development in efforts to restore peace and stability to Iraq.

The United Nations will continue to assist the Iraqis through the transitional process in the implementation of its mandate under Security Council resolution 1546.

**Deputy Secretary-General in Sierra Leone
We mentioned to you yesterday that the Deputy Secretary-General had begun, in Sierra Leone, the second leg of a mission to personally deliver the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance policy regarding sexual exploitation and abuse.

In her meetings with Mission staff, she stressed that the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance policy must be respected by everyone.  She said, “It is an obligation on the part of every United Nations employee to observe the code of conduct.  Our code is very specific.”

She noted that strong leadership is the key to eliminating sexual exploitation and abuse.

Acknowledging the dangerous and complex environments in which peacekeeping operations functioned, she stated that because of the vulnerability to exploitation of the local population, there was a need to “accept a degree of restriction on ... personnel behaviour”.

Later, during a meeting with Sierra Leone’s President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, the Deputy Secretary-General discussed the way forward for the Mission and the future of Sierra Leone, including the need for strengthening the security forces.  She also emphasized that rules for behaviour, codes, directives and standard operating procedures must be enforced by contingents through national disciplinary law.

We have a complete note on her meetings upstairs, and tomorrow she travels to Côte D’Ivoire.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The Security Council President, in a letter to the Secretary-General, has taken note of the appointment of Pierre Schori of Sweden as the new Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire.

Meanwhile, the United Nations refugee agency is limiting staff movements in western and northern Côte d'Ivoire following clashes on Monday between pro-government militia and rebels in a western village.  The outbreak of fighting is causing some disruption to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in their census of Liberian refugees, which began in the rebel-controlled north last month.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, made a field visit to camps housing displaced persons around the capital, Khartoum.  The camps and neighbouring squatter areas around Khartoum have been subject to a government policy of demolition and re-zoning, whereby many of these marginalized communities have been resettled in far away desert areas.

Jan Pronk was briefed on the complete lack of assistance to these communities, and he spoke with several families.

The number of displaced persons in and around Khartoum is estimated to exceed 1 million, according to the United Nations mission in Sudan.

Can we turn off all phones, please?

**Sudan - Egeland
Meanwhile, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, is arriving in Sudan today for a five-day visit.

He plans to visit south Sudan, where hundreds of thousands of people displaced during the war are poised to return to communities where few of the resources required to support their return are in place.  This lack of resources could result in returning internally displaced persons and refugees finding nothing to assist their resettlement, and could possibly undermine efforts to bring a lasting peace to Sudan.

Egeland will travel to various locations in South Darfur, where he will meet with authorities, aid workers, and representatives of the African Union.  He will also hold independent discussions with civilians.

**Burundi
We also have a press release from the United Nations Operation in Burundi on the results of the constitutional referendum held earlier this week in that country.

The United Nations Operation in Burundi, which had worked alongside Burundians in the organization of the referendum by providing technical and logistical support, reiterates its support to Burundians in the steps ahead in the peace process.

**United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)/World Health Organization - Measles
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced at a press briefing in Geneva that the world is on target to halve measles-related deaths by the end of the year.

That decline has been brought about by international commitment to the WHO/UNICEF strategy, which promotes both routine and supplementary immunizations.

Globally, measles-related deaths have plummeted by nearly 40 per cent -- from 873,000 in 1999 to some 530,000 in 2003.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

**Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Jean Arnault, has appointed four international electoral experts to sit on a nine-member Afghan Independent Electoral Commission.  That Commission will organize the legislative and local elections to take place in that country this spring.

The four international experts are:  Alison Radford of Canada, Julian Type of Australia, Noor Mohammad of India, and Ray Kennedy of the United States.

We have more information on these four in the briefing notes from Kabul in my office.

**WHO/Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) – Cancer Warning
A contaminant -- which causes cancer in animals, and which forms in the high-temperature preparation of such foods as potato chips, coffee, pastries and breads -- may be a public health concern.

That’s what the Food and Agricultural Organization and the World Health Organization said today.

The contaminant, called acrylamide, is formed when certain foods, particularly plant-based foods rich in carbohydrates and low in protein, are cooked at temperatures higher than 120 degrees Celsius.

The FAO and WHO called for better food preparation technologies that significantly lower the level of the contaminant.

**Press Conferences
Finally, a press conference this afternoon scheduled at 3:30 –- the 1992 Nobel Peace Laureate, Rogoberta Menchu, and others will be here to brief on the increasingly dangerous circumstances that indigenous people face, especially indigenous women and girls.

That’s all I have for you.

Questions and Answers
Question:  When is the Secretary-General going to meet with Mr. Swing, and during Mr. Swing’s visit here to the United Nations, when will he be available to meet with us?

Spokesman:  I believe the Secretary-General will see Mr. Swing tomorrow, and we’ll have to ask him if he would be willing to talk to you.  And we’ll do that.

Question:  Do you have an update on the Staff Union letter outlining specific complaints against Mr. Nair?  We heard management was going to review that and see if it merited further investigation.

Spokesman:  That’s a good question.  I don’t have anything on that, but let me find out.  I think last week the head of the Personnel Department, Rosemary McCreery, reviewed the submission by the Staff Council in the presence of a Staff Council representative.  The next step was to have been that that would then be reviewed by the Chief of Staff, Mark Malloch Brown, to decide whether to reopen the case or not.  So let me check with the Chief of Staff’s office and find out where that is.  [He later announced that the Chief of Staff met with Dileep Nair yesterday and presented him with the allegations of the Staff Committee for his response.]

Question:  Do you have an update on Fitzgerald and his team, and do we have any calendar on when they will come back and present their report to the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  I’ll have to check.  I think their intention is to work quietly and without interim briefings to the press on how things are going.  I believe they are asking for some additional technical experts to help them in their work.  I thought there was a deadline of a month, but let me double-check that.  I think they do have a deadline for reporting back.  [He later said there is no hard deadline, but the expectation is it will take about a month.]

Question:   Are they receiving full cooperation from the authorities?

Spokesman:  I can only speak from my last guidance from a couple of days ago, when they were receiving full cooperation from the Lebanese authorities.

Question:  Besides the three Pakistanis injured in the Congo, do you have an update on any killed or any more injured?

Spokesman:  We’re going to have a complete briefing on the DRC in just a few minutes, so please hold your questions until we bring our peacekeeping experts up here to talk to you about it.

Question:  The people you mentioned, that are coming next week, the Iraqis.  Are they the same people who are meeting with the Security Council on the sixteenth, and what’s their purpose?

Spokesman:  I’m sorry, who’s coming, when?

Question:  On the sixteenth of this month, a group of Iraqis are meeting with the Security Council, and I wonder if those are the same people who are coming next week, or different.

Spokesman:  I’ll have to find out for you.  I don’t know.

Question:  What is Mr. Roed-Larsen’s itinerary?  When is he leaving, who is he going to be seeing, and so forth?

Spokesman:  I don’t have the itinerary, but I understand that he intends to go in the next few days.

Question:  Which countries –- Lebanon, Syria?

Spokesman:  I don’t have those details either, but we’ll see if we can get more for you.  We had from the Secretary-General, when he came in this morning, the news that he would be sending Mr. Larsen to the region.  We subsequently learned that that would happen in the next few days.  That’s all the information we have right now.  We’ll try to get some more.

Okay, Meg, Francois, and also Steve.

(Issued separately.)
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