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New Measures to Boost Safety in Trade of GMO 
Accra Mail (Accra) 
NEWS
March 3, 2004 
Posted to the web March 3, 2004 
Efforts to promote the safety of international trade in genetically modified organisms has received a new boost with the adoption of labelling and documentation requirements from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Under the new system adopted by the 87 member States of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety at a meeting in Malaysia attended by more than 1,000 delegates and observers, all bulk shipments of living or genetically modified organisms (known as LMOs, or GMOs) intended for food, feed or processing (such as soybeans and maize) are to be identified as "may contain LMOs." 

The accompanying documentation should also indicate the contact details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authority. Although the new system is binding on countries that are party to the Protocol, many key agricultural producers, such as the United States, have not endorsed that pact. 

"Now that a system for identifying and labelling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," the Protocol's Executive Secretary, Hamdallah Zedan, said. 

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone - developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment," he added. 

The Cartagena Protocol, which entered into force last September, is designed to ensure the safe transfer, handling and use of GMOs that may adversely effect the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health. 

It forms part of the Convention on Biological Diversity negotiated under the auspices of the UNEP and signed by over 150 Governments at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. 

Over the next year an expert group will further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for bulk agricultural shipments. 

Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified material that these shipments may contain and still be considered GMO-free and the inclusion of any additional detailed information. 

A decision on these matters will be considered at the next meeting of the treaty's Parties, to be held in 2005. 

IPS

LATIN AMERICA:
UNEP Regional Office Urges Caution on Transgenics 
Diego Cevallos 
MEXICO CITY, Mar 3 (IPS) - The United Nations Environment Programme warned Wednesday in Mexico that transgenic crops could pose a threat to biodiversity and human health, and recommended that the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean act with caution in using genetically modified organisms (GMOs). 

This stance clashes with the position taken by its sister organisation, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), in 2001. 

The UNEP opinion on the controversial issue is laid out in its Global Environment Outlook report (GEO 2003) for Latin America and the Caribbean, presented in the Mexican capital Wednesday to enthusiastic applause from environmentalists. 

"It is quite surprising that the UNEP has taken this stance, one that we agree with," Silvia Ribeiro, of the non-governmental Canada-based Action Group on Erosion, Technology and Concentration (ETC Group), told IPS. 

María Colín, legal adviser for the environmental watchdog Greenpeace-Mexico, said, "We should celebrate" this declaration by an agency of the United Nations system because it represents "an important new approach." 

According to the GEO 2003 report prepared for the UNEP regional office, the application of this kind of biotechnology -- introducing the genes from one species of plant or animal into another -- could endanger natural genetic diversity. 

Of the document's 281 pages, just two take up the issue of "transgenic contamination". The rest of the text outlines the results of a broad investigation of the general state of the environment in Latin America and the Caribbean, conducted under UNEP auspices. 

Nevertheless, environmentalists placed great importance on the mere mention because it is an area in which transnational biotech and seed companies invest and earn billions of dollars a year -- and against which the activists are waging an intense battle. 

GEO 2003 warns of the possibility that modified genes might be spread accidentally amongst species outside the laboratory, and could pose a real danger to the biodiversity that is fundamental to humanity's food security. 

The report states that the debate on GMOs involves polarised positions and major commercial interests, and that the precautionary principle should be applied as the norm until scientific consensus exists on the matter. 

ETC Group and Greenpeace activists agreed that UNEP has taken a stance that favours their groups' campaign against transgenics, and even wields arguments similar to theirs. 

The area planted with genetically modified seeds worldwide reached 67.7 million hectares in 2003, nine million more than in 2002, according to figures from the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications, a non-governmental organisation that promotes the use of GMOs. 

The commercial varieties of transgenic crops -- soya, maize, cotton and canola -- are controlled by just five transnational corporations based in the industrialised North, which own the patents for those seeds. 

More than 90 percent of the area planted with transgenics is located in Argentina, Canada and the United States, but these crops are expanding rapidly in other countries. 

In South America, for example, genetically modified soya has expanded from Argentina to Paraguay and Uruguay, and is widely planted in southern Brazil. 

The UNDP's Human Development Report for 2001 stated that GMOs could be the key to fighting hunger in the world and that this branch of biotechnology should not be ignored, a position that won the ire of environmental activists. 

According to the UNDP, the environmental impact of GMOs has not been proven. What is certain is that there are 850 million hungry people in the world who could be fed with these kinds of crops, said the U.N. agency. 

The ETC Group's Ribeiro believes the new position taken by the U.N. Environment Programme "vindicates the U.N. system." 

This is a bold declaration, "because it contradicts Washington and the biotech companies, which argue that transgenics are the solution to ending world hunger," she said. 

Transgenics are organisms that have been modified in laboratory through the introduction of genes from another species -- plant or animal -- or the use of deactivated viruses or bacteria as vector agents. 

Their application in agriculture is intended to increase crop yields or to improve other characteristics, such as resistance to extreme climates, pests or herbicides. 

But anti-transgenic activists argue that GMOs pose a threat to human health and the environment and create total dependence of farmers on the transnationals that provide the transgenic seeds. 

Monsanto, Dupont, Syngenta, Aventis and Dow, leaders in transgenics and also in pharmaceuticals and agrochemicals, argue that the GMOs pose no such threats and that their main interest is to fight world hunger. 

According to the policies of the transnationals, farmers who use the genetically modified seeds are legally prohibited from saving seeds from those harvests to replant in the next season. 

Traditional agricultural practice is to select the best seeds from a harvest to be used in the next planting season -- the oldest method of crop improvement. 

Transgenic seeds have been used without authorisation and have contaminated wild species with their altered genetic material, as occurred with maize in Mexico, the birthplace of this grain crop. 

UNEP cites the Mexican example in its report as a reason for concern about the introduction of modified genes into domestic plant varieties. 

"I hope the governments of Latin America and the Caribbean take into account the UNEP position on transgenics and adopt policies that are less permissive with respect to the companies that promote them," said Greenpeace spokeswoman Colín. (END/2004) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Yahoo) Reuters

Environment looms as major security threat

By Ed Stoddard 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (Reuters) - President Bush (news - web sites) may feel al Qaeda is the mother of all threats but a growing number of analysts and policy makers say Mother Nature could unleash bigger and scarier security concerns. 

	
	


Ten years after Robert Kaplan wrote a seminal article arguing that the environment would emerge as the security threat of the 21st century, global warming and a host of other green ills are seen as major destabilizing forces. 

Canadian Environment Minister David Anderson said this month that global warming posed a greater long-term threat to humanity than terrorism because it could force hundreds of millions from their homes and trigger an economic catastrophe. 

Natural disasters caused by extreme weather, including heat waves and tornadoes, claimed more victims in 2003 than the previous year and the trend is set to continue, the world's biggest reinsurance company Munich Re said last week. 

"The nature of changes now occurring simultaneously in the global environment, their magnitudes and rates are unprecedented in human history," said Jenny Clover, a researcher at the Pretoria-based Institute for Security Studies. 

"We see these different stresses, poverty, diseases, water scarcity ... what one needs to understand is how these stresses increase vulnerability to environmental change." 

Disruptive environmental changes include surging urban populations, wild weather patterns and depleting fish stocks. 

Environmental change is also seen as a trigger for conflict. 

"All sorts of places with political unrest will be made worse if millions of rural people are displaced or lose their livelihood because of climate change or soil erosion," said Steve Sawyer, political director for the environmental group Greenpeace. 

Global warming (news - web sites), blamed widely on emissions of gases like carbon dioxide from cars and factories, is expected to raise global average temperatures by 1.4-5.8 degrees Celsius by 2100. 

This could melt polar icecaps which would push sea levels higher, sparking a mass exodus from areas vulnerable to flooding like Bangladesh. Such a scenario would raise tensions on the heavily-populated Indian sub-continent. 

COMING ANARCHY 

Using West Africa as his launch pad, Kaplan painted a bleak picture of an unraveling planet in "The Coming Anarchy," published in the February 1994 edition of the Atlantic Monthly. 

"For a while the media will continue to ascribe riots and other violent upheavals ... mainly to ethnic and religious conflict. But as these conflicts multiply, it will become apparent that something else is afoot," he wrote. 

"It is time to understand the environment for what it is: the national security issue of the 21st century." 

To Kaplan, soaring populations, deforestation, soil erosion, rising sea levels and the spread of diseases like AIDS (news - web sites) would all conspire, especially in parts of Africa, to destroy the fabric of society and make many states ungovernable. 

He said these developments "will prompt mass migrations and, in turn, incite group conflicts." 

	
	 


A number of African states have -- to use the political science jargon -- "failed" since he wrote these words. 

Liberia (news - web sites), Sierra Leone and the Democratic Republic of Congo (news - web sites) -- all scenes of deforestation, unsustainable urban growth and other environmental problems -- have been ravaged by war and all but collapsed while Ivory Coast and Zimbabwe are imploding. 

Just months after Kaplan's piece appeared, densely populated and ecologically stressed Rwanda exploded in an orgy of violence that saw hundreds of thousands of Tutsis and moderate Hutus slain by Hutu extremists. 

But analysts also see positive developments -- including the return of peace, even if fragile -- to countries like Liberia and Sierra Leone and the end of Angola's long civil war. 

"Kaplan is very provocative but if you follow his logic you have a dead end, the coming anarchy," said John Stremlau, the head of the International Relations department at Johannesburg's University of the Witwatersrand. 

"You have a lot of work being done in Africa to get away from the coming anarchy," he said. 

Still, many African countries and other developing nations are saddled with the problems Kaplan highlighted, including eroding farmland and burgeoning populations in urban areas which cannot provide basic services such as clean water. 

Combined with demographic trends that are swelling the ranks of the young and unemployed, such urban centers are feeding crime and instability and becoming recruiting grounds for groups like al Qaeda. 

The United Nations (news - web sites) is now taking a closer look at possible environmental causes of instability and conflict. 

"We have been looking at gaps in our scientific knowledge and we have been given the green light to do more research on the links between the environment and conflict," said Nick Nuttall, spokesman for the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

"There are some countries where the environment has gone to hell where they don't have conflict. Then there are places like Haiti where land degradation seems to have been a trigger." 

Some analysts have speculated that the struggle for scarce water supplies could become a major source of international tension this century but one UNEP study found that 3,600 water agreements had been recorded over the past 4,500 years. 

"It appears that water, far from being a source of conflict is a source of cooperation," said Nuttall. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The East African

Kenya Environment Body Summons FAO Over 'Killer' Weed 

The East African (Nairobi) 
NEWS
March 1, 2004 
Posted to the web March 3, 2004 

By John Mbaria
Nairobi 
KENYA'S NATIONAL Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) last week summoned the Food and Agricultural Organisation, a UN agency, to answer charges of introducing a noxious weed, prosopis juliflora, that is said to have caused land degradation in the country's arid areas. 

The case, which has serious political implications as FAO enjoys diplomatic immunity in host countries, has been presented by the Community Museums of Kenya (CMK) on behalf of the Ilchamus (Njemps) community. The community is native to Baringo district in Rift Valley Province. 

Besides FAO's country director, NEMA's Public Complaints Committee (PCC) has also summoned the Chief Conservator of Forest and the Director of the Kenya Forestry Research Institute (Kefri) to appear before it for a hearing on March 4. NEMA is the environmental watchdog of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources. 

"We hope to establish the veracity of CMK's claims that prosopis juliflora is responsible for environmental degradation," said a top official of the Committee. 

But the Committee, which is headed by a Nairobi University law lecturer Dr Smokin Wanjala, says it will first establish whether FAO's country director is exempt from such quasi-legal proceedings. If he is, the Committee said it would seek the intervention of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Among issues the hearing is expected to determine is who will pay for the removal of the weed. 

The Community Museums of Kenya has accused the UN agency of introducing and financing the propagation of the prosopis under the Fuel Wood/Afforestation and Extension Programme in 1982. 

The CMK is a Nairobi-based research organisation with a field station in the Lake Baringo basin and is credited with pioneering the developing of community museums in Kenya, which are located in Kampi ya Samaki and Kipsaraman areas of Baringo district. While working with French palaeontologists, the organisation made the discovery of the now famous six million years-old "millennium man" (orrorin tugenensis) two years ago in the Lake Baringo basin. 

The weed project now under contention was implemented by the Kenya Forestry Research Institute (Kefri) and the Forestry Department to provide communities in the country's arid regions with a reliable source of woodfuel and for curbing soil erosion. It also covered a number of other dry districts in Kenya. 

But prosopis, a fast-spreading woody weed with brown to blackish thorny bark and evergreen leaves, has taken over much of the land in these districts by forming impenetrable thickets that are gradually replacing acacia and preventing the growth of pastures. 

CMK also complains that besides draining the water table in these districts, the weed, which flowers throughout the year, leaves much of the soil bare and prone to erosion. The propagation of noxious weeds is, according to experts, contrary to the provisions of the Noxious Weed Act, cap 325 of the Laws of Kenya. 

"As a UN body charged with the mandate of dealing with food security, it is curious that FAO introduced and participated in the propagation of this invasive weed on the pastures of this highly marginalised community, the Ilchamus," the director of the CMK, Eustace Gitonga, told The East-African. He explained that by taking over the Ilchamus' land, the weed "is causing serious food insecurity and is threatening their existence." 

But FAO has ruled out any sinister motives in the initiation of the project. "FAO never engages in any project that is not requested by member governments. In this case, the prosopis project was requested by the Kenya government and all that we did was to channel the project's finances to Kenya from the Australian government," said the organisation's Deputy Representative to Kenya, Dr A. Abate. 

The Ilchamus are related to the Maasai and number about 40,000. They are regarded as one of the most marginalised groups in Kenya, living predominantly off pastoralism although some engage in staple-crop farming and fishing in Lake Baringo. 

"While working with them, the Njemps kept complaining to us that prosopis had taken over their grazing land and was weakening their livestock economy, since goats feeding on the prosopis pods cannot be slaughtered for sale as their meat develops a bad taste," said a programme officer with CMK, Issa Ramadhan. He said it was as a result of these persistent complaints that CMK took the matter to NEMA. 

How far the matter goes will depend on the diplomatic status of the FAO country director, although the CMK is adamant that the director can be summoned to the hearing. "The FAO director is an international civil servant, not a diplomat," said Mr Ramadhan. 

Meanwhile, debate on how to classify the prosopis juriflora seemed far from resolved last week, with scientists from the World Agro-Forestry Centre (Icraf) divided on whether to treat it as a pest or as a resource. In a report titled, Prosopis juliflora: a hydra-headed monster or a dryland Messiah?, the Centre's Abdi Zeila lists the many uses it has been put to. 

Arguing that "the wood from prosopis is an important source of woodfuel for millions of people in the drylands of the world," he gives the example of Haiti, where it meets 70 per cent of the energy needs and supports the livelihoods of 150,000 people in addition to generating $50 million annually. 

Besides the provision of wood, Mr Zeila says that prosopis pods are sweet, nutritious and contain nearly all the essential amino acids (proteins) prescribed by the World Health Organisation. Beside its use in production of dyes, medicine and in wood carving, the tree is able to flower throughout the year, which makes it an important source of honey-making nectar and pollen. 

However, cautions Mr Zeila, when fed to livestock, prosopis pods cause toothache, constipation and "might cause" deaths in the animals, particularly if "the pods form more than 45 per cent of total feed content." 

This has been a major complaint in Turkana, Garissa and Tana districts of Kenya, where local community blamed the weed for causing the death of goats whose teeth fall out after eating the pods. Research carried out in 1977 showed that cattle died of poisoning after eating the prosopis leaves over a period of time. 

The spread of the weed also poses risks to people. Besides the thorns, which are harmful to humans, researchers say that pollen from the tree causes allergy, asthma and hyper-sensitivity pneumonitis (an inflammation of the lungs). 

In Namibia, for example, the fast propagation of the weed reportedly led to a country-wide epidemic of the allergy among the population in the 1990s. "The Namibian government dragged its feet in clearing the weed until the country's president, Sam Nujoma, contracted the allergy himself," said Mr Gitonga. 

"The unchecked spread of the weed in Kenya is a potential crisis," said Mr Gitonga. He said Kefri, which is accused of physically propagating the weed, still continues to offer its seedlings to Baringo residents at its Marigat station. 

Still, Icraf scientists have called for restraint in condemning the weed wholesale. An expert in pest management at the Centre, Girma Hailu told The East-African that claims against the plant have not been scientifically authenticated. "While I would encourage enough research before such a species is introduced in a new place, I think the biggest problem is that the local population in Baringo has not come to appreciate prosopis as a resource." He, however, conceded the species' invasive nature "whose total eradication is not possible." He said Icraf "will be participating" in efforts to control it. 

Last year, FAO came under attack from the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources for refusing to co-operate in efforts to eradicate it. An official from the ministry had said that even after writing to FAO, the UN body had refused to participate in the exercise raising suspicions that it was "covering up something." 

But in a swift rejoinder, Dr Abate had retorted, "They (the Ministry) are the ones who implemented the project in the first place, they even provided the project manager. How come they are now seeking details from FAO? They have not bothered to check their files." 

She also dismissed claims that FAO had refused to co-operate with the Ministry of Environment. "We have been in consultation with the Forestry Department and the Kenya Forest Research Institute (Kefri) on the issue," she said. 

Unlike Dr Abate, however, a former FAO representative in Kenya, Dr George Hanek, had accepted the organisation's role in the propagation of the weed. In a letter to Mr Gitonga, Dr Hanek had written, "It is true that trees of the prosopis species were introduced to Baringo from other areas of Kenya under the FAO/Government of Kenya co-operative programme which was signed by both partners in July 1982." He also acknowledged that the problematic spread of the weed is not only recorded in Baringo, "but also in other areas where the problem is even worse." 

The issue received substantial attention last October at a national workshop on the weed, which was co-hosted by the Lake Baringo Global Environmental Facility (GEF) Project, the Kenya Forestry Research Institute and FAO. 

According to a document sent to The EastAfrican last FridaywWorkshop proceedings, Environment Minister, Dr Newton Kulundu, had lamented that his ministry was unable to handle the invasive weed because of "shortage of vital information and tools to deal with the problem." He, however, pointed out: "There is today a political urgency to accurately define and quantify the extent of the prosopis problem and its management options by involving broad public participation." 

On their part, the Ilchamus, who were represented by Charles Nabori, are reported to have complained bitterly the propagation of the weed by FAO and Kefri. But much of Mr Nabori's speech is, curiously enough edited out of the document. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

March 3, 2004 Wednesday 8:16 AM Eastern Time

German parties locked in damaging tussle over president

BYLINE: KEVIN MCELDERRY

DATELINE: BERLIN, March 3

BODY:
Germany's opposition chiefs bickered Wednesday over the name of the man -- or woman -- likely to be the country's next president, amid drawn-out talks that have become an embarrassment.

The negotiations and infighting over potential candidates has damaged the image of an opposition that likes to see itself as a government-in-waiting to Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder's unpopular coalition.

A series of meetings between the party leaders has failed so far to produce an agreement, succeeding only in eliminating one highly tipped candidate. 

"This wrangling is becoming grotesque. The main players are spectacularly messing up the nomination process," lamented the Financial Times Deutschland business daily.

"The president's becoming a laughing stock!" agreed the Tagesspiegel daily, railing at the "tactical politicking" blocking a deal.

With time running out, a consensus might now emerge behind a woman who, if elected, would be Germany's first female president.

Her name is Annette Schavan, the culture minister of the southwest state of Baden-Wuerttemberg.

An agreed opposition candidate would be almost certain to get the top job because the conservative Christian Union alliance and the centrist FDP have a majority in the assembly of lawmakers that elects the president.

It is a largely symbolic post with no power, so the real political bigwigs have long since ruled themselves out.

But as head of state, the incumbent enjoys some prestige and influence, the chance to meet world leaders and represent Germany abroad, and a stately home in the heart of Berlin.

The current president, 73-year-old career Social Democrat Johannes Rau, is standing down after five years in office. His successor will be elected on May 23.

The first choice of the CDU and CSU parties in the Christian Union fell on Wolfgang Schaeuble.

Bound to a wheelchair since an assassination attempt, the former right-hand man to ex-chancellor Helmut Kohl is now a conservative spokesman on foreign policy and security.

But the smaller FDP, whose backing is crucial to a conservative candidate, resisted, and their "regrettable opposition" scuppered Schaeuble, CSU leader Edmund Stoiber said Wednesday after meeting his opposite numbers.

"There is still no sort of firm decision yet," he told reporters.

The CDU, CSU and FDP leaderships will huddle on their own later in the day to discuss their next move.

Other names being mentioned include Klaus Toepfer, the director of the UN environment programme, FDP lawmaker Cornelia Schmalz-Jacobsen, and Schavan.

Of those, Toepfer is seen as an outsider and Schmalz-Jacobsen as the FDP's back-up option in which the party would switch sides and seek support from Schroeder's Social Democrats and the Greens.

The CDU's Schavan appears the favourite, at least for now. She was in the news recently for helping to draft a law in her state that would ban teachers from wearing Muslim headscarves in school.

Schroeder, meanwhile, has indicated that his SPD may even renounce its own run for the presidency if it helped Germany get its first female president.

Above all, however, the negotiations are being criticised for appearing to put the careers of party leaders over respect for the office of president.

For CDU leader Angela Merkel, the ideal president would be Stoiber -- thus ruling him out as the Christian Union's candidate for chancellor in 2006.
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March 4, 2004
U.S. Requests Exemptions to Ozone Pact for Chemical

By ANDREW C. REVKIN


	


The United States is seeking to make more American farmers and industries exempt from an international ban on methyl bromide, a popular pesticide that damages Earth's protective ozone layer, Bush administration officials said yesterday.

Last year, the administration sought to exclude a variety of farmers and food producers from the ban, which takes effect next year that outlaws substances that harm the ozone layer. The exempt businesses would be allowed 21.9 million pounds of methyl bromide next year and 20.8 million pounds in 2006 in uses like fumigating stored grain and treating golf-course sod and strawberry fields.

The new request, filed with United Nations treaty administrators last weekend, would add 1.1 million pounds to the 2005 request, to be used by producers of cut flowers, processed meats and tobacco seedlings.

Some American growers say methyl bromide remains vital to compete with countries where cheap laborers do weeding and pest control. Critics of the American requests said the exemptions could undermine the 1987 ozone treaty. Use of methyl bromide has been cut 70 percent in industrialized countries since 1999 under the treaty. 

Parties to the pact, the Montreal Protocol, are to meet this month in Montreal to consider requests by the United States and other countries. The exemptions sought by the United States are larger than all other requests combined. Over all, the exemptions sought by the United States for 2005 and 2006 would cause a surge in American use of methyl bromide after steady declines. 

"It's the first time any country has proposed to reverse the phaseout and increase the production of a chemical that's supposed to be eliminated," said David Doniger, who directs policy on atmosphere issues at the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

Administration officials defended the new requests, saying that they were justified under the treaty's clause allowing continuing "critical uses" of the chemical and that the United States remained a leader in curbing the use of ozone-destroying chemicals. 

Critics said methyl bromide alternatives were succeeding globally, including flower pasteurization and indoor tobacco growing in artificial media with no pests. Some experts on plants and pests said the few remaining uses of methyl bromide were essential for some farmers.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Britons urge tighter meat imports 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The health of people in the UK could be at risk from bushmeat imports and other forms of "food crime", campaigners say. 
A coalition of animal welfare bodies, environmental health specialists and other groups says the government should hold an urgent inquiry into the threat. 

It says the time may have come to set up one agency to tackle "the growing menace" it says illegal imports pose. 

The coalition says chicken, beef and pork are all entering the UK illegally, apart from bushmeat from wild animals. 

Huge appetite 
Its members include the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health, the International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw), the Bushmeat Campaign, the Farmers' Union of Wales and Ciel Logistics, an airport-based company. 

Bushmeat, mainly from Africa, is the meat of animals from common species like rats and antelopes and also highly endangered gorillas and forest elephants. It is one of the greatest threats to wildlife in some parts of the world. 

The coalition marked its launch with the publication of an opinion poll conducted for Ifaw which suggests strong public concern over illegal meat imports. 

In the poll, by Mori, 86% of respondents said they thought the imports were a public health risk, and 91% wanted the government to take urgent action. 

The coalition says recent outbreaks of diseases like Sars and avian influenza have increased concerns about zoonotic illnesses, those which can pass from animals to humans. 

It says the Food Standards Agency has done no research to find out whether highly infectious diseases could enter the UK through "the highly lucrative trade in the illegal import of meat and bushmeat". 

Dual problem 
An agency spokesman told BBC News Online: "We have carried out an informal risk assessment which has found no link between eating bushmeat and outbreaks of disease, and expert scientific advice is that no link is likely." 

Adam Matthews, director of the Bushmeat Campaign, said: "It is time for the Government to openly consider if a single agency should replace the myriad of agencies, departments, inspectors, commissions and local authorities that currently address legal and illegal meat imports." 

Jenny Hawley of Ifaw said: "The UK government should recognise that the potential public health risk is yet another reason to stop the illegal bushmeat trade into the UK. 

"Large-scale illegal hunting for the commercial bushmeat trade including into the UK is highly unsustainable for people and animals and represents another step towards extinction for many of the world's most endangered species." 

The Veterinary Laboratories Agency has estimated an average of 7,431 tonnes of illegal meat and meat products - including bushmeat - enters Britain every year. 

Supplying the trade 
This is greater than the combined legal imports of beef into the UK from France, Uruguay and Argentina. 

It thinks roughly 85% enters in personal luggage, with 55% distributed through wholesalers, street markets and other traders, sold on at a vast profit. 

The coalition says a reduction in frontline customs staff means some ports of entry are left unwatched. 

Mori interviewed a representative sample of 1,002 adults aged 16 and over across Great Britain by telephone between 20 and 22 February 2004. Data are weighted to the profile of the GB population. 

Bushmeat images courtesy of the Bushmeat Campaign. 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Insights: Natural disaster mitigation: a calamity unites humanity 
{Editor's Note: This first in a new ENS series of opinion articles entitled "Insights" is a speech given by Indian Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee on February 19, 2004 in New Delhi at the opening of the World Congress on Natural Disaster Mitigation.} 

By Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

We are meeting in the shadow of a major earthquake in Iran. It took a huge toll of human lives, besides resulting in a colossal loss of property. The whole world shared in the grief and pain of the people of Bam. We in India also did. 

The disaster in Bam evoked in us a special feeling of sympathy and solidarity, because the memory of the catastrophic earthquake in Kutch in Gujarat three years ago still resonates in our minds. 
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Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee has been Prime Minister of India since March 1998. (Photo courtesy Office of the Prime Minister)
Natural disasters reveal the real nature of mankind and the true culture of a nation. A calamity unites humanity. Adversity makes ordinary individuals perform extraordinary feats. Transcending differences and overcoming distances of all kinds, people rush to help one another. 

This natural instinct should be given full play and integrated into our strategies for disaster mitigation. The spontaneous manner in which other countries and international organizations rushed to provide assistance in Bhuj and now in Bam is a salutary example of international brotherhood. 

With proper care, planning and transparent execution of relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction operations, it is possible to keep alive the participation of the people beyond the phase of initial response. This is borne out by our experience in dealing with the Gujarat earthquake. I congratulate the people and the government of Gujarat for having implemented the task of rehabilitation and reconstruction in an exemplary manner. Together with the central government, this spirit of partnership has produced heartening results. 

By way of an illustration, I would like to share my own recent experience. I had been to Bhuj soon after the earthquake and I went there again last month. Today Kutch reveals few traces of the devastation it suffered three years ago. The contrast is perhaps best demonstrated by the district hospital which had been razed to the ground by the earthquake. Today, on the same spot stands a magnificent multi-specialty hospital, which has been built with small contributions from tens of thousands of ordinary people. 

Friends, the history of mankind is in many ways a history of man’s struggle against natural calamities. Man may not have succeeded fully in this struggle. But neither has he lost it, nor has he given up trying. 

[image: image6.png]


An earthquake struck the Indian state of Gujarat on January 26, 2001, killing 20,000 people and leaving 500,000 homeless. Some 90 percent of the buildings in the town of Bhuj were destroyed. (Photo by Denis McClean courtesy IFRC)
Nations have employed the ever growing knowledge of science and technology to achieve greater efficacy and reliability in their endeavors at disaster mitigation. However, no single country produce all the knowledge necessary to deal with such adversities. Natural disasters obey no political boundaries, nor do they have any social, economic or geographical considerations. Nations have to cooperate and learn from each other to constantly improve the state of the art. 

If there is one area where there cannot ever be barriers to international cooperation, it is disaster management. I, therefore, commend this Congress to expanding the global knowledge network in this critical field. 

In recent years the imperative of international cooperation in disaster mitigation has been receiving greater attention in many world forums. It figures prominently in the UN Millennium Development Goals announced in 2000. The World Summit on Sustainable Development at Johannesburg in 2002 also emphasized it. 

The focus on disaster management has emerged from concern about the adverse impacts natural disasters have on development. Approximately 75 percent of the world’s population currently lives in areas that have been affected at least once by earthquake, tropical cyclones, flood or drought between 1980 and 2000. Annual economic losses associated with natural disasters are steadily growing. 

The developed countries accounted for the bulk of these economic losses; but it was the developing countries that bore the brunt in terms of lives and livelihoods lost or affected. Within the developing countries, it is the poor more than the rich who suffer the most. A single natural calamity can make their meager and fragile means of livelihood vanish, driving them deeper into deprivation. 

This is where we see an organic link between disaster mitigation and other tasks enjoined on us by the UN Millennium Development Goals. The overarching goals of halving extreme poverty by 2015 and improving the educational and health status of the poor have a chance to be realized, only if the poor are spared the ravages of natural disasters. 

An earthquake hit Bam, Iran in December 2003. Some 28,500 bodies have been officially recovered from the ruins and buried and thousands more are missing. Here, one woman expresses her grief at the loss of loved ones. (Photo courtesy Iranian Red Crescent)
Hence, the need to move towards a safer world in the 21st century challenges mankind’s conscience as well as its intelligence. There is a growing consensus on the urgency to evolve an International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. In addition to expanding global cooperation, some of the actions required include strengthening regional and sub-regional strategies. We have to promote international joint observation and dissemination of technical and scientific knowledge to all countries. There is especially a need to help small and less developed countries with scientific, technical and institutional support. 

India has been active in all these efforts. We are ever ready to do more. 

My government looks at disaster management as an important component of national development. We believe that flawed, inappropriate and unbalanced development is in itself responsible for contributing to disaster risk. While humanitarian action to mitigate disaster impact continues to be vitally important, a critical challenge facing the international community is to reduce disaster risk by adopting modes of development that lead to its sustainable reduction. 

Over the past couple of years, we in India have brought about a paradigm shift in our approach to disaster management. This new approach emanates from the premise that while there can be no absolute control over hazards, disasters are preventable. Even when they do occur, we can reduce the loss of lives and assets with appropriate mitigation and preparedness measures. 

Our new policy, therefore, stipulates that mitigation has to be built into the development process itself. Guidelines have been issued that wherever there is a shelf of projects, those that address mitigation will be given a priority. Similarly, projects in vulnerable areas will have disaster mitigation as an essential term of reference. 

Women draw water from a well in the Ghodra district, eastern Gujurat, India. (Photo by Patrick Fuller courtesy IFRC)
For the first time in the history of our Five Year Plans, the Tenth Plan document has a separate chapter on disaster mitigation. We have two projects on the anvil - the National Earthquake Mitigation Project and the National Cyclone Mitigation Project. We propose to launch these projects in the next financial year. We have also recommended to the 12th Finance Commission, which allocates resources between the Union government and the states, to create a Disaster Mitigation Fund of Rs.5,000 crore. 

India now possesses highly enhanced capabilities in space research, weather forecasting and other areas of science and technology. India is one of the select group of countries which have developed a state-of-the-art meteorological system capable of forecasting weather patterns 20-25 days in advance. This helps farmers in having a greater flexibility in agricultural practices. 

Institutional arrangements are the heart of any disaster management system. We propose to set up a National Emergency Management Authority for handling of emergencies/disasters with a holistic, cross-sectoral approach. Similar authorities will be established by the states. 

Experience all over the world has underscored community involvement to be a key requirement in the success of any disaster management strategy. This is because communities are almost always the first responders. In India, we are in the process of constituting village disaster management committees and setting up village disaster management teams in the multi-hazard prone districts with the involvement of the Panchayati Raj Institutions. 

As engineers you have a vital role to play in disaster risk reduction. Design of buildings and quality of structures is very important. 

During the Gujarat earthquake we found that, whereas more than 10,000 houses were damaged, well designed and properly constructed structures with quality materials could withstand the earthquake with minimum loss. I would like your Congress to contribute to enlarging the range of engineering solutions to risk reduction. 

I am sure that the output and the outcome of this conference will be of much value in developing India’s plan for natural disaster mitigation. At the same time, it would also help in developing a regional and a global plan for natural disaster mitigation. 

With these words, I am pleased to inaugurate your Congress and wish it success. Thank you.
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UNEP in the news

New Measures to Boost Safety in Trade of GMO

Accra Mail (Accra): Efforts to promote the safety of international trade in genetically modified organisms has received a new boost with the adoption of labeling and documentation requirements from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Under the new system adopted by the 87 member States of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety at a meeting in Malaysia attended by more than 1,000 delegates and observers, all bulk shipments of living or genetically modified organisms (known as LMOs, or GMOs) intended for food, feed or processing (such as soybeans and maize) are to be identified as "may contain LMOs." Although the new system is binding on countries that are party to the Protocol, many key agricultural producers, such as the United States, have not endorsed that pact. The Protocol's Executive Secretary, Hamdallah Zedan, said "This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone - developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment." Over the next year an expert group will further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for bulk agricultural shipments. Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified material that these shipments may contain and still be considered GMO-free and the inclusion of any additional detailed information. A decision on these matters will be considered at the next meeting of the treaty's Parties, to be held in 2005.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403030493.html
General environment news

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: Bouar Residents Plea for Safe Water as Typhoid Increases
UN Integrated Regional Information Networks- Bangui: Residents in the western town of Bouar, the Central African Republic (CAR), have appealed to the government to help them access safe water in order to contain typhoid, which has been spreading there since December 2003 when the state water utility halted services. State-owned Radio Centrafrique reported on Tuesday that the Bouar residents had asked the government to help them dig wells and equip them with water pumps. The radio reported that since December 2003 when the utility, Sodeca, stopped providing water to Bouar "due to technical problems", the number of patients seeking treatment at health facilities for water-borne diseases had increased. These diseases include typhoid fever and parasitic infections. Bouar residents currently walk long distances to reach natural water sources but most of them rely on swamp waters. The radio reported that in Bouar market, vegetables and meat were washed using unsafe water, hence the public's plea to the government. Unlike other towns in the northwest, Bouar was unaffected by the six-month rebellion that ended in March 2003, and that damaged most community facilities and services. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403030008.html
400 Suffer From Diarrhoea After Drinking Contaminated Water

The Herald (Harare): MORE than 400 people contracted diarrhoea after drinking sewage-contaminated water in Shurugwi Town, and Government has since directed the town council to stop drawing water from Manzimadhaka Dam, the Midlands provincial medical director, Dr Simon Chihanga, said this week. He said the authorities discovered that the water was contaminated with raw sewerage. Residents of the small mining town have for the past few weeks been complaining of stomachaches and attributed this to drinking unsafe water. Samples of water were taken from the supply dam, the town's reservoir and taps to establish the source of contamination. "We discovered that people were drinking contaminated water. Raw sewage was flowing into the supply dam. We also discovered that one of the water pipes had been used for pumping sewerage," Dr Chihanga said. However, following the intervention by the Ministry, cases were dropping as people were being advised to boil water before drinking. No comment could be obtained from Shurugwi Town Council on how the dam was contaminated as the acting town secretary, who is also the town engineer refused to talk to the Press.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403030088.html
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan set to receive accountability report on UN security in Iraq

*
UNICEF airlifts emergency supplies to Haiti

*
Challenges to UN vetting of Bosnian police must be addressed, Security Council told

*
UN envoy for HIV/AIDS appeals for funds for anti-retroviral drugs

*
HIV/AIDS festers in climate of prison, addiction and forced prostitution – UN

*
UN adviser backing Sudan peace talks taking place in Kenya 

*
UN health agency warns of no speedy end to Asian bird flu epidemic

*
Ethiopia and Eritrea attend first meeting of UN area commissions

*
Liberia: UN-trained monitors to document sexual violence during civil war

*
UN food agency seeks nearly $50 million for refugees in east and central Africa

*
UN expert panel urges governments to do more to reduce demand for drugs

* * * * 

Iraq

3 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan is set to receive today the report of an expert team investigating what went wrong with United Nations security procedures prior to the deadly terrorist attack last August against the UN office in Baghdad.

The Secretary-General named a four-person panel last November to carry out a comprehensive study of the role of all individuals and UN entities involved in UN security in Iraq following a separate, independent investigation into the 19 August attack, which killed 22 people, including top envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello.

“Once the report is in the hands of the Secretary-General it will be up to him to take administrative or disciplinary action as he deems appropriate,” Mr. Annan’s spokesman, Fred Eckhard, said at a press briefing.

The Security in Iraq Accountability Panel’s report is based on the study of relevant internal documents and interviews with more than 140 people, some of who were debriefed more than once, Mr. Eckhard added.

Last October, an independent probe headed by former Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari concluded that “the current security management system is dysfunctional” and that “the UN security system failed adequately to analyze and utilize information made available to the system on threats against UN staff and premises.”

“The security awareness within the country team did not match the hostile environment. The observance and implementation of security regulations and procedures were sloppy and non-compliance with security rules commonplace,” the panel added.

Mr. Eckhard said, “What now follows is for internal purposes: a detailed investigation of what happened, who took what decisions when, what procedures the United Nations followed. All of this [is] for the administrative purpose of correcting any procedures that need correcting and, if necessary, replacing some people responsible.”

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General was asked this morning upon arriving at UN Headquarters in New York whether yesterday’s terror attacks in Iraq would delay the arrival of UN teams. “I hope not,” he said. “We are still hoping to go back to assist the Iraqis.” 

Calling the killings “tragic,” he voiced sympathy for the families of the victims while stressing that the incidents “will not impede us from our determination to help.”

* * *

Haiti

3 March – A United Nations airlift of emergency supplies arrived today in Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince, as the city resumed some of its normal activities despite pockets of insecurity.

The UN Children’s Fund’s (UNICEF) $400,000 operation transported a 30-ton, 145-cubic-metre cargo load of emergency and basic medical, surgical and obstetric supplies to cover the needs of 30,000 of the most vulnerable women and children for three months, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York.

Humanitarian workers have had little access to critical areas where children and women are in dire need of assistance, according to UNICEF, which warned that Haiti’s extremely impoverished health and education systems are being weakened by violence and insecurity.

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) has a ship with 1,200 tons of food waiting offshore until security improves, Mr. Eckhard said. It lost 85 tons of food to looters in the northern town of Cap Haitien just over a week ago.

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) said it began distributing fuel to 10 hospitals yesterday to help restore some services. Essential medicines and vaccines are being distributed on a limited basis only.

In another development, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights is planning to send an international human rights adviser to Port-au-Prince for a preliminary period of 6 months. Among other tasks, that individual will design the possible future UN human rights programme for the country.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

3 March – While Bosnia and Herzegovina has made real achievements in defence, intelligence reform, customs and indirect tax, the growing number of challenges to the United Nations-led police certification process requires attention, the Security Council was told today.

High Representative Lord Paddy Ashdown, the international community’s top civilian administrator in Bosnia and Herzegovina, said in an open briefing there were currently more than 150 non-certified officers who have asked the courts to assess the legality of their employer’s decision to dismiss them on the grounds that they had not been certified by the United Nations/International Police Task Force (IPTF).

Even though most of those proceedings were currently pending, the first non-certified police officer was reinstated in January by order of a local court, Lord Ashdown said. The country’s Human Rights Chamber has also decided that it is competent to examine whether such dismissals have been carried out in accordance with the European Convention on Human Rights.

The United Nations decertification process – which took place under the former UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) – had weeded out police officers whose past, particularly during the war, disqualified them from remaining on the force. Lord Ashdown stressed that this process must not be allowed to unravel.

Echoing that sentiment, the UN’s Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, told the Council that although the UN no longer has a mandate for police reform in the country, it has sought to provide Lord Ashdown with assistance in dealing with those challenges, but so far the question remains unresolved.

Mr. Guéhenno suggested that the Council could consider calling on the Bosnian authorities to abide by their international legal obligations. He backed the High Representative’s view on the need for an early solution to challenges to the outcomes of the vetting process. 

Adnan Terzic, Chairman of Bosnia’s Council of Ministers, said his nation was another positive example of efficient international intervention and of how a post-conflict country could become active in the overall stabilization of an entire region. Following considerable efforts on the part of the international community and the local authorities, he said, “I dare say, that we are now, all of us together, close to the finish line.”

While hailing the “huge job” that had been accomplished in Bosnia and Herzegovina, he said more hard work was needed, calling for more joint efforts on domestic and international issues. He also assured the Council that the country’s authorities would make whatever efforts necessary to fulfil the common goal of full political stability and economic sustainability.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

3 March – With a World Health Organization (WHO) initiative to provide anti-retroviral treatment for 3 million people with HIV/AIDS by 2005 running into a roadblock for lack of funding, a senior United Nations official appealed today, especially to the 30 richest countries, for the $200 million needed for this year and next.

“How is it that the resources for WHO can’t be mobilized? Thus far, only the United Kingdom, Spain and Sweden have indicated a willingness to consider some relatively modest sums,” the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, Stephen Lewis, said at a news conference in New York.

‘The 3 by 5 initiative, as it is called, is, in my view, one of the most important initiatives that has emerged from the United Nations in the life of the AIDS pandemic,” he said, adding, “This is the best chance we’ve had in more than 20 years to turn the pandemic around.”

“One by one the 30 countries of the OECD [Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development] have to cough up the money,” Mr. Lewis said. “No one is exempt.”
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), designed to end extreme poverty by 2015, are being held hostage by AIDS, with entire societies staring into the abyss, yet “we can’t raise one-tenth of 1 per cent of what we’re spending on war and reconstruction in Iraq and Afghanistan to break the back of the pandemic,” he pointed out.

To implement its plans, WHO must train 100,000 people, marshal experts to provide technical assistance, establish logistical supply lines and upgrade health systems infrastructures, the Special Envoy said. “Without the money, 3 by 5 will be a pipedream,” he warned.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

3 March – Drug addiction, human trafficking and prison together form a “trilogy” of conditions contributing to the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) said today.

Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the Vienna-based agency, said that once HIV “enters the drug user community, it spreads rapidly, reaching – in some cases – an infection rate of more than 80 per cent in less than six months.”

Mr. Costa said the same disturbing trend could be seen among the inmates of overcrowded prisons – who tend to share drugs, needles and sex – and the victims of human trafficking.

Pointing out that an estimated 1 million people worldwide are illegally smuggled, he said, “These men, women and children are coerced into sex work, paedophilia and child exploitation” and as such are more vulnerable to infection. 

The UNODC also estimates there are about 12.6 million injecting drug users around the world, and in some countries 80 per cent of the drug users are HIV-positive.

Injecting drug users form the majority of HIV/AIDS sufferers in several countries, including Indonesia, Myanmar, the Russian Federation, Ukraine and Viet Nam.

Mr. Costa made his remarks ahead of a meeting tomorrow in Livingstone, Zambia, of nine agencies which are part of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). At that event, UNODC is expected to present evidence of the impact of drug addiction and human trafficking on HIV/AIDS.

* * *

Sudan

3 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on Africa has travelled to Kenya to observe the negotiations there aimed at ending Sudan’s 20-year civil war.

Mohamed Sahnoun’s visit comes as the UN continues with its planning for post-peace requirements and rehabilitation in Sudan, Africa’s largest country, in anticipation of a successful result to the peace talks.

The Sudanese Government and southern rebel groups, including the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), have been holding talks in Naivasha, Kenya, in an attempt to resolve their long-running conflict. An estimated 4.5 million people have become refugees or internally displaced in the past two decades because of the war.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today in New York that Mr. Sahnoun has met both sides and travelled to other countries in the region to bolster support for the peace negotiations. Mr. Sahnoun will also visit Khartoum, the Sudanese capital, during his tour.

While the negotiations to resolve the conflict in Sudan’s south have progressed, a separate year-long conflict progresses in the Darfur region in Sudan’s west. UN agencies have estimated that more than 110,000 people have fled into neighbouring Chad to escape violent clashes between Khartoum, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and militias.

* * *

Bird flu

3 March – With more poultry affected over the past two months in the current bird flu epidemic in Asia than the total number in the world’s five previous largest outbreaks combined, the United Nations health agency has warned that it could take years to bring the present outbreaks under control.

“Prospects for rapid control are inconsistent with worldwide experience, over more than four decades, with previous outbreaks which have all been much smaller in scope and inherently less challenging,” the World Health Organization (WHO) said in its latest update on the epidemic of the virulent H5N1 strain in at least eight Asian countries.

“Even in countries with good surveillance, adequate resources, and geographically limited outbreaks, control has often taken up to two years,” the Geneva-based agency pointed out. “For these reasons and others, WHO has cautioned against assumptions that the outbreaks can be controlled in the immediate future.”

Over the past two months, more than 100 million birds have either died of the disease or been culled in Asia, while there have been 33 confirmed cases of the disease’s transmission to humans, 22 of them fatal.

Bird flu has been confirmed in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Laos, Thailand and Viet Nam and poultry has also been culled in Pakistan.

With so many adjacent countries affected, a region-wide strategy will be needed to ensure that gains in one country are not compromised by inadequate control in another, WHO stressed.

The agency noted that a number of factors will hamper disease control measures, including the concentration of poultry in backyard farms, the economic significance of the industry, the prevailing lack of experience in tackling these epidemics as well as an absence of adequate resources for that purpose. Culling remains the first line of action.

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

3 March – Senior military officers from Eritrea and Ethiopia today attended the first meeting of several area commissions set up by the United Nations to promote better relations between the two countries, which fought a border war from 1998 to 2000.

The Sector Military Coordination Commissions were established by the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) recently to address security issues at the local level and to encourage dialogue between UNMEE commanders and officers from both countries. They are also mandated to probe any security incidents along the southern boundary of the temporary security zone between the two Horn of Africa nations.

The first meeting of the Commission for Sector Centre was held today at the Mereb River Bridge, a symbolically important crossing between Eritrea and Ethiopia. Located in an undisputed area, the span, which was partially destroyed in the conflict but later rebuilt by UN peacekeepers, has been used for the exchange of prisoners.

The parties discussed cattle rustling, border crossings and both countries’ military exercises in the area. They also talked about the need to allow UNMEE forces the freedom of movement to monitor the temporary security zone.

UNMEE Force Commander Major-General Robert Gordon voiced hope that the delegates would be able to work together closely “to ensure that continued military stability and security prevails in their areas of responsibility in order to maintain a secure environment in the border areas to allow demarcation to proceed.”

In April 2002, an independent commission reached a decision on the boundary between Ethiopia and Eritrea, which both initially accepted, but Ethiopia subsequently informed the UN that it could not cooperate with the demarcation process. In a bid to break the impasse, Secretary-General Kofi Annan recently appointed former Canadian Foreign Minister Lloyd Axworthy as Special Envoy, but one side has not received him.

* * *

Liberia

3 March – Human rights monitors are travelling around Liberia documenting crimes of sexual violence during the country’s 14-year civil war in a project backed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

Over three months, 22 monitors will interview a random sample of 4,000 Liberians and give the results from those interviews to the country’s soon-to-be established Truth and Reconciliation Commission, the agency announced on Tuesday.

Some 40 per cent of the 600 people interviewed so far said they suffered some form of sexual abuse during the war that ended in August last year, according to UNDP.

The atrocities included rape, gang rape, the rape of children, the insertion of foreign objects into genital areas and being stripped and put on public display.

Victims are being referred to trauma counsellors, psychologists and health workers after their interviews.

UNDP Human Rights Officer Awa Dabo said the goal of the project – which is being implemented by the National Human Rights Centre of Liberia – is to advocate for the country’s many victims of sexual violence.

“We have young girls who have been infected with AIDS,” Ms. Dabo said. “We have women who became pregnant and have been ostracized by their families and their communities. We are finding that men were also victims of sexual violence.”

The project is being financed by the UNDP and World Vision, a non-governmental organization (NGO). The monitors have been trained by the UNDP.

* * *

Refugees

3 March – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) appealed today for urgent contributions of $48.3 million to feed 600,000 refugees from conflicts in eastern and central Africa for the rest of the year.

In the five settlement countries affected – Chad, the Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Ethiopia and Sudan – the refugees are dependent on food aid because most have been put in camps where arable land is scarce and employment opportunities limited, according to the agency.

“The international community has a responsibility towards refugees,” said WFP Regional Director for Eastern and Central Africa, Holdbrook Arthur. “Their status is acknowledged and protected by international law.”

“A reduction in food aid will have a devastating impact on the lives, health and morale of refugees in the region,” he said. “We will fail them if a lack of resources prevents us from feeding them.”

Funding crises have already forced WFP to reduce rations to levels below acceptable and healthful nutritional standards. As a result, malnutrition levels have increased and the refugees have become more vulnerable to disease.

* * *

Drugs and crime

2 March – In a bid to cut the nexus between drug abuse and violent crime, a United Nations expert panel today called on governments across the world to introduce more comprehensive policies to reduce public demand for illegal narcotics.

Releasing its annual report in Vienna, the International Narcotics Board (INCB) recommended that States support local efforts towards legal employment, foster an environment that makes drug dealing difficult, and introduce anti-drug educational programmes targeting socially marginalized groups.

Highlighting the impact of drug abuse on communities, the report stresses that even though most drug-related crime is non-violent, the effect is still “highly damaging” in local areas.

INCB President Philip O. Emafo said “drug abuse is often linked with anti-social behaviour such as delinquency, crime, and violence and has negative consequences for individuals, families, neighbourhoods and communities.”

The report reiterates the Board's concerns about the impact of harm reduction policies – which generally aim to help abusers avoid danger – in some countries, specifically citing the operation of drug injection rooms as a “source of grave concern.”

Speaking to reporters today, Vincent McLean, the New York representative of the UN Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC), said the INCB believes a drug injection room in Vancouver, Canada, to be in contravention of the provisions of international narcotics control treaties.

Mr. McLean said drug trafficking groups often have violent confrontations as they compete for market share, and can turn some places into “no-go areas for the general public.”

The annual report calls on national authorities to be on alert for the growing trade in illegal pharmaceuticals over the Internet and to police this problem more closely.

In another section of the report, the INCB criticizes Turkmenistan's failure to cooperate with the international community in the battle against illicit drugs.

The Central Asian nation, which shares a long border with Afghanistan, has not reported any seizures of opiates or precursor chemicals since 2000, even though “significant quantities” were reported in previous years.

The INCB added that Turkmenistan is the only one of Afghanistan's neighbours that is not participating in an international monitoring operation focusing on a chemical used to make heroin, and has not been actively involved in other regional drug control schemes.

The INCB is an independent body established by the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs to monitor governments' compliance with the international drug control treaties. Its 13 members are elected by the UN Economic and Social Council to serve five-year terms.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon, 

**Guest at Noon
Our guest today will be Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, and he’s joining us today to talk about the World Health Organization’s “3 by 5 initiative” –- getting 3 million people on anti-retroviral therapy by the end of 2005.  He has also just returned from Botswana and will brief you on the AIDS situation in that country.

**Walzer Report
The Secretary-General today will receive the report of the Security in Iraq Accountability Panel from its Chairman, Gerald Walzer. 

Following the recommendations of the Ahtisaari report which looked at the security issues related to the August 19th attack in Baghdad, this panel was tasked by the Secretary-General to carry out a comprehensive study to examine the role of all individuals and UN entities involved in UN security in Iraq.

Once the report is in the hands of the Secretary-General, it will be up to him to take administrative or disciplinary action, as he deems appropriate. 

The report is based on the study of relevant internal documents and interviews with more than 140 people, some of whom were interviewed more than once.

**Iraq
The Secretary-General was asked by a reporter this morning whether yesterday’s terror attacks in Iraq would delay the arrival of UN teams, and he said the United Nations was still hoping to go back to assist the Iraqis.

He added that what happened yesterday was tragic, and he felt sorry for all those who had lost loved ones, but he affirmed that it will not impede the United Nations from its determination to help the Iraqi people.

**Haiti
According to the UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, people in Haiti are starting to resume their normal activities in Port-au-Prince today, though there are still pockets of insecurity around the city.

The UNICEF reports that its airlift of emergency supplies arrived in Port-au-Prince at 10 o’clock this morning.  The cargo includes medical supplies along with water, nutritional, sanitation and educational materials to meet the most basic needs of 30,000 vulnerable children for three months.

The World Food Programme, whose in-country stocks were largely looted, has a ship carrying 1,200 tons of food waiting offshore until it can safely deliver its cargo. 

In addition, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) yesterday began the distribution of fuel supplies to restore service at 10 Haitian hospitals.  PAHO officials report that only one of its warehouses, a small building in the port area, was looted during the disturbances of the past days.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding a formal meeting on Bosnia and Herzegovina this morning, in which it received a periodic briefing from Paddy Ashdown, the High Representative for Bosnia, on recent developments there.

Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean Marie Guéhenno spoke briefly to the Council, to discuss challenges that have been made against the police certification system by police officers who had been deemed unsuitable to serve in the police force.

Although the United Nations no longer has a mandate for police reform in Bosnia, Guéhenno said, it has sought to provide Ashdown with assistance in dealing with those challenges, but so far, the question remains unresolved. 

He suggested that the Security Council could consider calling on the Bosnian authorities to abide by their international legal obligations.

**North Korea
The Secretary-General has welcomed the progress at the six-party talks held last week in Beijing concerning the Korean peninsula, in a statement we issued yesterday afternoon.  This round of talks has produced a noticeable step forward towards a nuclear-weapons-free Korean peninsula.

The Secretary-General will continue supporting this multilateral collective effort to resolve through negotiations the issues threatening the security and stability of the peninsula.  We have copies of the full statement available upstairs.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa, Mohamed Sahnoun, is in Naivasha, Kenya, to follow up the Sudanese peace negotiations.

Sahnoun has met with the two sides and will travel to countries in the region in support of the Sudanese peace process.  He will also visit Khartoum.

The United Nations, meanwhile, is continuing with planning for post-peace requirements and rehabilitation.

**INCB Annual Report
A reminder that the 2003 annual report of the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) was released today.

The report focuses on the impact of drug abuse on crime and violence at the community level.  Among its findings, the report stresses that it’s difficult and misleading to suggest a direct causal link between violence and the taking of illicit drugs.

It also draws attention to a continued increase in Internet-based trafficking of pharmaceutical products, which contain internationally controlled substances.  We have much more information on the report in a series of press releases available upstairs.

**UNODC/AIDS
Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, will be presenting evidence of the link between HIV/AIDS and drug addiction, human trafficking, and overcrowded prisons at a meeting of UNAIDS’ co-sponsoring organizations in Zambia tomorrow.

The meeting brings together nine UN system organizations, whose goal it is to prevent new HIV infections, care for the already infected, and to mitigate the impact of the epidemic.  We have more in a press release on that for you upstairs.

**Bird Flu - Update
An update now on avian influenza, or “bird flu”.  The World Health Organization is cautioning against assumptions that the outbreaks can be controlled in the immediate future.

It warns that prospects for rapid control are inconsistent with decades of worldwide experience with previous outbreaks, which have all been much smaller in scope and inherently less challenging. 

Over the past two months, the virus has left 22 people dead, with more than 100 million birds either died of the disease or culled in Asia.  We have more on that in a press release.

**World Chronicle Television Programme
The Department of Public Information asked me to flag for you that World Chronicle programme No. 928, featuring William Lacy Swing, the UN Special Representative in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 and 31.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Hans Corell, the UN Legal Counsel.  And as you may know, he will be retiring and this is his last week in office; and this will be his wrap-up briefing. 

That’s all I have for you.  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, are you in a position to give us a taste of what’s in the expected report of the accountability in Iraq?  And you mentioned disciplinary action, does that mean that the heads will fall?  And if heads did fall, what mechanisms are there in place to assure people that they’ve fallen out of due process and not out of scapegoating?

Spokesman:  You’re way ahead of the process here.  The Secretary-General hasn’t received the report yet.  It’s going to be given to him at 12:30.  I haven’t seen it.  And the report, because it contains the results of interviews with so many people and observations on the activities and decisions taken by various UN staff members, as well as entities, has to be kept confidential.  On due process, of course, there could be –- and we won’t know until the Secretary-General sees the report –- but there could be disciplinary action taken.  And, of course, that can be appealed under due process.  So, for all these reasons, the report is confidential.  We won’t be saying anything about what it says.  It’s quite extensive, and the Secretary-General will be studying it, I assume for a few days, absorbing everything it contains and then making the tough administrative decisions based on the report’s findings.  Mark?

Question:  Just to get this absolutely clear, this report will not be published in any shape or form?

Spokesman:  No.  The Ahtisaari report, which provided initial findings on responsibility regarding the 19 August bombing in Baghdad, was made public.  There have been many bombings since, I think, in Iraq.  To my knowledge, this is the only one that’s being investigated and the initial report made available to the press.  What now follows is for internal purposes.  A detailed investigation of what happened.  Who took what decisions when?  What procedures the United Nations followed?  All of this for the administrative purpose of correcting any procedures that need correcting and, if necessary, replacing some people responsible.  But here again, I am getting way ahead of the report; we don’t know what the report says.  Mark?

Question:  Just to follow up on that:  So, would it not be fair to say that this report is in the public interest?

Spokesman:  It’s in the United Nations’ interest, but also in the interest of fairness, we have to protect any individuals who might be named in it.   

Question:  Does that mean it’s going to the Member States who obviously have an interest?

Spokesman:  No.  No, its not a matter for the Member States.  It’s an administrative matter for the Secretary-General:  What his own staff did, the procedures they followed, what if anything, could be done better; what if anything, was done wrong.  Joe?

Question:  How many people will see it?

Spokesman:  How many people will see it?  I assume a very limited number of people on the Secretary-General’s own staff.

Question:  Will you see it?

Spokesman:  I doubt it.  Mark?

Question:  One other question:  Yesterday, the US announced that the UNDP Special Representative in Haiti is going to be the international community’s representative on the triumvirate which will appoint a nine, well, this council of elders to decide on the future of Haiti.  (a) Why did the UN not announce this?  (b) How is the UNDP rep -- is he going to be in consultation with UN Member States?  With Kofi Annan?  With the Special Representative, who I understand is still on the 38th floor and not making himself available to the press?  How is this going to work? 

Spokesman:  It is true that the UNDP Resident Coordinator in Haiti participated in this tripartite mechanism, which was part of the CARICOM plan.  He did that with the authorization of the Secretary-General and as you said, the CARICOM plan calls for this tripartite group to set up a committee of nine persons that would then name an interim government, as I understand it.  Why did we not announce it?  Frankly, I don’t know.  I think in the chaos of the moment we must have thought it not worth mentioning.  But as a matter of record, yes, he participated in that tripartite group.

Question:  And in terms of consultations as to how he goes about making his recommendations -- will there be any wider UN consultation here, or he basically decides of his own plan?

Spokesman:  No, he would be in and has been in close consultation with the Secretary-General’s Office because, as I said, on the weekend the Secretary-General approved of his participation in this tripartite group.  John?

Question:  The American and French and Canadian soldiers that are in Haiti right now are being called peacekeepers, but they’re certainly not keeping the peace.  There was an American colonel quoted yesterday said “we will not disarm the rebels”.  They were standing by as looting is going on; crimes are being committed.  Will this complicate the Secretary-General’s job in getting countries to contribute to a peacekeeping force if it looks like they’re going to go into a situation where the rebels will still have arms?

Spokesman:  I think it’s much too early to make a judgement on that.  The multinational force is still getting up to strength.  We would not comment on how they go about carrying out their mission there.  The Security Council authorized the formation of this force and gave it terms of reference.  But how it goes about its task is for it to decide.  Whether that will have any impact on the recruitment of personnel for the UN mission that’s to follow on in three months, I don’t know.  But I think you ought to watch the security situation as it evolves.  It’s a little bit early to make a judgement. 

Question:  It seems to evoke the days of Bosnia and Somalia when ad infinitum we had arguments in this Building about rules of engagement.  Do you stand by?  Do you get engaged?  When do you defend yourself?  Do you anticipate that kind of a debate coming?

Spokesman:  Well, these are military questions that should be addressed to the multinational force.  And as you know, the military never discuss the rules of engagement.  I think that, certainly within this house, when it comes to peacekeeping forces, we’re much clearer now than we were 10 years ago on rules of engagement and how to formulate them.  Yes, Liz?

Question:  Since Mark raised the role of the UN rep in Haiti; could you kind of refresh, where do we stand now on the UN pieces of the puzzle in Haiti?  What is on the Secretary-General’s plate at this point as he is preparing for the next steps in Haiti?  What’s his expectation?

Spokesman:  Well, our task now is to put together the planning for the follow-on force that was approved by the Security Council on Sunday.  So, to that end, we will be sending an interdisciplinary team to Haiti, most likely the early part of next week, to begin that detailed planning for the UN force.  I have already reported to you on our efforts in the humanitarian area, which will be continuing as the situation permits.  I have said all I have to say about the role of the UNDP Resident Coordinator, but I believe that his role is quite limited.  Once this tripartite commission names the nine wise people who would take over, I think you will see the UN withdraw, at least the Resident Representative withdraw, from a political role, and in the meantime the special envoy, Monsieur Dumas, is  continuing to consult here.  Yes, Abdurahim? 

Question:  Fred, if I may take you back to the accountability report.  Does the accountability encompass the strictly UN people or does it extend beyond, outside the UN, as well?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General is looking at his staff and its procedures and what role they played if any, in the horrific events of 19 August.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, based on what you said earlier about the Walzer report; would it be safe to assume that the Secretary-General will not be announcing his conclusions, there will be no substantive information about the conclusions of this report or his actions today or tomorrow?

Spokesman:  I think that’s a safe assumption, given the volume of data that the panel has presented or will present him in a few minutes.  It’s safe to say it will take him a few days to digest it, reflect on it and take decisions on it.  But you will hear from him when it’s time to take those decisions.

Question:  Has the Secretary-General made any efforts to contact President Aristide?

Spokesman:  No, not since the former President left Haiti.

Question:  Some of the people who were in contact with him were saying that they’re incommunicado now; they can’t reach him and they’re worried about ... 

Spokesman:  We’ve had no contact with him and ... (Interrupted)

Question:  Obviously, you had a relationship with Aristide and the Secretary-General.

Spokesman:  I don’t think you could call it a relationship.  They’ve spoken, you know, on and off over the years -– a couple of times in the last week.  Yes?

Question:  In addition to the US and France, which countries have signalled their willingness to participate in the peacekeeping force so far?

Spokesman:  Peacekeeping force or the multinational force?  Are you talking about the multinational force?  Please talk to the sponsors of the ...  We’re not doing the recruiting of the troops.  When it comes to the multinational force, the Security Council authorizes it and then a Member State or Member States take the lead in putting it together, and we’re not involved in that.  So, you should talk to the US or France.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Did you get some request or some response from the Iraqi Governing Council or the Coalition Provisional Authority about the UN recommendations in terms of the electoral procedures?

Spokesman:  No, as of yesterday afternoon -- I didn’t double-check this morning -– but as of yesterday afternoon we had not formally heard from the Iraqis as to a request, either on the technical side regarding elections, or on the political side involving Mr. Brahimi.

Question:  And how has the United Nations interpreted the contents of the interim constitution by Iraq?  It’s kind of deferred the electoral procedure that the United Nations recommended.

Spokesman:  We wouldn’t comment on that internal matter.  If Iraqis want to know what we think, we’d be glad to talk to them.  But as I said, they haven’t asked us yet.  And so, I wouldn’t comment on the interim constitution.

Okay, I think we’re done.  Stephen why don’t you come up and take my chair?

* *** *
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