[image: image38.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





[image: image39.jpg]


 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 04 October 2004

[image: image40.jpg]




Other Environment-related News

· The Guardian - Voting for Kyoto
· The Washington Post - U.S. Firms Look Ahead To Emissions Cuts Overseas
· Business News - Mounting energy costs likely 
· The Australian - US resists Russian embrace of Kyoto
· National Business Review - Kyoto: Russia hanging fire?
·  BBC - New wildlife trade curbs sought 

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP
· ROWA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   1 October 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  1 October 2004
ENS

Russian Government Approves Kyoto Climate Protocol 
MOSCOW, Russia, October 1, 2004 (ENS) - The Russian government yesterday adopted a bill on the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on global climate change and decided to submit it to the parliament, the Duma. 

Parliament is expected to pass the legislation, as President Vladimir Putin has given the international agreement his stamp of approval. 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin has indicated his support for the Kyoto climate protocol. (Photo courtesy Russian Presidential Press Service)
Ninety days after the Duma ratifies the protocol to limit the emission of six greenhouse gases linked to global warming, it will enter into force. 

Although 124 countries have ratified the protocol, it cannot take effect until countries accounting for 55 percent of industrialized nations' carbon dioxide emissions in 1990 ratify. 

Russia's 17 percent share of those 1990 emissions are needed to push the protocol over the 55 percent threshold. 

The European Commission welcomed "warmly" the Russian government's decision to submit the ratification proposal to the Duma. The European Union ratified the protocol last year and has already been reducing its emissions although the protocol is not yet in force. 

Commission President Romano Prodi of Italy said, “Once the Duma confirms the ratification it means that the Kyoto Protocol will enter into force. This is a huge success for the international fight against climate change. The Commission looks forward to working with Russia on carrying out the Protocol." 

European Commission President Romano Prodi (Photo courtesy European Commission)
President Prodi and the Commission have pushed the issue repeatedly in different contacts with Russian authorities over the past months. "Only last week the President held a long telephone conversation with President Putin on the Kyoto Protocol," the Commission said in a statement Thursday. 

“I have always held the view that this is in the best interest of Russia and its people," Prodi said. 

"Global climate change is a fight that our generation has to win for the sake of the future of our children and this planet. We have no right to go back on our promises. The Kyoto Protocol is the best available weapon in the hands of the international community. Today President Putin has sent a strong signal of his commitment and sense of responsibility," he said. 

The Kyoto Protocol permits Parties to trade greenhouse gas emissions credits and Russia is entering the market with good reserves of quotas for greenhouse gas emissions, government officials say. According to the Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and Environment Monitoring, the nation has reserves amounting to 2,360 million metric tons. 

Russian Kyoto negotiators secured an additional quota of 605 million tons, as Russia's vast forests absorb a great deal of carbon dioxide. 

"The state quota is huge and it even can be used as a strategic reserve for the country," Anatoly Zelinsky, a board member of the Unified Energy Systems electricity giant, told the Russian news agency Novosti. 

According to Russia's mid-term forecast for power engineering development, by 2012, the end of the first five year protocol commitment period, greenhouse gas emissions are expected to fall by 12 to - 20 percent compared with their 1990 levels, the government said yesterday. 

Russia's commitment under the protocol is to keep emission levels flat as compared with the 1990 baseline year. 

The Gazprom gas monopoly said its companies would reduce emissions by 45 percent in this period. The state owned utility RAO UES and Gazprom account for 38 percent of the overall greenhouse gas emissions in Russia. The companies say they will be able to cover the costs of their technological retooling by selling their emission quotas. 

Russia is an oil producing country and its power lines carry electricity generated primarily by the burning of fossil fuels. This combustion emits greenhouse gases responsible for global warming. (Photo courtesy RAO UES of Russia)
The utility and transport sectors account for 40 percent of the country's emissions. The companies that have invested in utility and transport enterprises are expected to receive investment from Europe in exchange for reducing their carbon dioxide emissions. 

The top United Nations environment official said the Russian move is "cause for celebration." Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said, "Russia's green light will allow the climate train to leave the station so we can really begin addressing the biggest threat to the planet and its people. I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavor." 

In Australia, Russia’s move to ratify the Kyoto Protocol is seen as having the potential to open up renewable industry development opportunities for Australian companies if Australia too ratifies the protocol. 

Australia has followed the United States in its refusal to ratify. The leaders of both countries have viewed the protocol as too expensive for their economies to bear. Both leaders - Australia's Prime Minister John Howard, and the U.S. President George W. Bush, are standing for election within the next 32 days. 

Ian Lloyd-Besson, President of the Australian Wind Energy Association (AusWEA) said today, "Governments around the world are committing to higher renewable energy targets and ratifying the Kyoto Protocol. Australia, the worst greenhouse polluter per person in the world, has an obligation to do the same." 

But Lloyd-Besson warned that Australia could miss out on industry opportunities without a commitment from the next federal government to ratify the protocol and increase the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target (MRET). 

“Not only would an increased MRET and ratification of the Kyoto Protocol contribute significantly to the fight against global warming, but these measures would also open up the Australian renewable energy market to the global clean energy boom,” he said. 

The U.S. government did not officially comment on the Russian government's decision to ratify the protocol. 

Toepfer said the extreme weather events associated with global warming may convince the holdout nations to come into the Kyoto fold. 

"Recent months, in which a series of hurricanes have devastated the Caribbean and the parts of the Eastern United States, show that an international alliance against climate change and for the reduction of gases is even more necessary than when Kyoto was signed in 1997," Toepfer said. 

"These kinds of natural disasters, with their appalling loss of life and significant economic costs, are likely to become even more frequent and extreme unless global warming is effectively checked." 

The Russian action will "breathe new life into the international climate negotiations" which resume in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in December," Toepfer said.
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HEADLINE: Step carefully in the memento minefield: That innocent-looking artefact could lead you to a prison cell. If they are endangered or illegal, holiday souvenirs may cost more than you expect, reportsNicole Swengley

BYLINE: By NICOLE SWENGLEY

BODY:


When Robert Hudson stepped off a flight from Banjul in Gambia and was stopped by customs officers in the "Nothing to Declare" channel at Gatwick airport, they found three baboon skulls, four primate skulls and a marine turtle shell in his luggage.

When the case came up at London's Southwark Crown Court earlier this year, Hudson pleaded guilty to smuggling prohibited animal parts and to intending to sell them at his Newquay shop. He was sentenced to 120 hours community service, ordered to pay Pounds 1,500 costs and only escaped a custodial sentence thanks to exemplary character references.

Hudson knew exactly what he was doing. But this wasn't the case when a holidaymaker returning from South Africa strolled through the green channel at Heathrow with a stuffed crocodile under his arm. He had no idea that a criminal prosecution could result from bringing the trophy into Britain without a special permit. The crocodile was confiscated and the owner fined. 

"Tourists bring all sorts of animals and birds back from their holidays, completely unaware that they are endangered species," a British customs officer told me. "Live baby crocodiles, lizards, scorpions, snakes, parrots and young falcons are often seized but I think the most gruesome souvenirs we find are the dried monkey heads and gorilla hands from West Africa." It's surprising how many holidaymakers fall into the trap of importing illegal goods and in doing so become liable for hefty fines or criminal prosecution - to say nothing of the destruction caused to the environment.

They could even incur the maximum penalty for smuggling endangered species which, in Britain, is seven years' imprisonment. Last year British customs officials seized 1,918 live animals and birds, 872 endangered plants, 110 ivory products and more than three million items of Oriental medicine containing parts or derivatives of endangered species.

Holidaymakers often bring back banned items out of simple ignorance. It is all too easy when visiting an exotic market or beachside stall to forget there are strict rules on what you can and cannot bring back into your home country. Nor is it just market traders who can lead you astray. Shops at reputable hotels and airports have also been known to sell items that could land you on the wrong side of the law.

Items such as ivory jewellery or carvings, tortoiseshell sunglasses, leopard-skin or tiger-skin coats and shawls made from shatoosh (wool from the critically endangered Tibetan antelope) are all banned. Wild orchids and cacti, coral necklaces, queen conch shells, snakeskin boots, live animals and birds require special export and import permits. Even a crocodile skin watchstrap bought from an unauthorised source, or bulk-buying of caviar, can get you into trouble.

"Our advice is not to buy souvenirs made from animal derivatives," said a spokesman for the Customs & Excise department in Britain. "You will be told all sorts of stories - that the animal died naturally, that you don't need an export licence, that your purchase helps the local economy. But even the smallest ivory pendant means that an animal had to die. And far from helping the local economy you are actually doing the reverse because local people will carry on killing if they know that there is a market for these goods."

Astonishingly, wildlife derivatives such as rhino horn or deer musk (used in traditional Chinese medicines) can be worth more than Class A drugs or gold on an ounce-by-ounce basis. This is why the illegal trade in wildlife is now a serious international crime with annual global profits estimated at about Pounds 3.5 bn - a figure that balloons every year.

The US and the UK, along with Japan, are among the world's largest consumers of wildlife and wildlife products and the US Fish and Wildlife Service and Britain's National Wildlife Crime Intelligence Unit - part of the National Criminal Intelligence Service - wage a continuous battle against law-breakers.

International awareness of the problem is growing too. More than 150 countries, including the UK and US, have signed up to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) whose secretariat is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). Cites aims to protect endangered species by controlling international trade in products made from at-risk animals and plants. More than 800 species are banned and trade in a further 30,000 items is strictly legally controlled.

There is, however, a snag. While Cites restricts the movement of specified goods between member countries it doesn't make their sale within a country illegal-even if that country has signed the agreement. Many banned Cites items are openly on sale in Africa and Asia while international trading in such products is known to take place in Singapore and the Gulf States.

Hotspots for unwary shoppers include Sri Lanka and the Maldives (turtle-shell jewellery), Philippines (giant clams), Thailand and Indonesia (protected orchids), Mexico (protected cacti species), Cuba and the Caribbean (coral), Africa and Asia (ivory and elephant products), India, Nepal and Pakistan (skins from leopards, jaguars, tigers and shatoosh shawls).

Visitors should also shop carefully in Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania, South Africa and the Seychelles.

Raising awareness among holidaymakers is a priority in Cites's signatory countries. Souvenir Alert, a campaign run by the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) is Britain's response.

"Every year unwitting tourists bring back wildlife items like coral or queen conch shells, unaware that importing them is either illegal or requires a special permit," said Callum Rankine, a WWF international species officer. "The real difficulty comes with species like butterflies that aren't as high profile as ivory. But ignorance is not a defence against a prosecution or fine. If in doubt, don't buy."

Anyone who may need a permit to import wildlife souvenirs into the US is advised to check with the Fish and Wildlife Service or the Global Wildlife Division of Defra when entering Britain.

The damage done by buying dodgy souvenirs doesn't stop at indigenous wildlife. Historical and archaeological sites have suffered from looting for centuries with many items stolen to order.

While the trade in black market antiquities is generally confined to unscrupulous dealers and collectors, it's possible for unwary holidaymakers to run into trouble. Replicas flogged by hawkers at archaeological sites have occasionally turned out to be genuine and unwitting tourists arrested at airports for the illegal export of cultural artefacts.

So buyer beware. Holiday mementos can prove a minefield. Investing in that hand-painted icon, turtle-shell necklace or stylish snakeskin belt could carry a very high price indeed.

IF IN DOUBT, LEAVE IT OUT CLEAR-CONSCIENCE SOUVENIRS

* Africa: Masai bead jewellery, sarongs, woven baskets, painted calabash gourds, jade or soapstone carvings or similar in hardwoods from sustainable sources

* Caribbean: Art from Jamaica, Cuba and the Dominican Republic, spices and local coffee, coconut shell maracas, rum

* Far East: Chinese paintings and scrolls, cloisonne, tea, fans, modern Buddhas, replica terracotta warriors

* India: Indian woollen shawls, silks and saris, leather sandals, miniature paintings, replica bronze and terracotta deities

* Indian Ocean/Pacific: Model galleons from Mauritius, tapa cloth made from bark, pandanus leaf mats and baskets, coconut shell jewellery WHAT TO AVOID

* skins, bags, coats and accessories made from jaguar, leopard and tiger skin

* elephant ivory including carvings and jewellery

* sea turtle shell jewellery, hair-combs and sunglasses

* shawls made from shatoosh

* traditional Chinese medicine claiming to contain tiger, leopard and rhino derivatives RESTRICTED GOODS Special permits are usually needed to import the following:

* live animals and birds

* protected orchids and cacti

* coral jewellery and ornaments

* reptile skins and boots, bags, belts, shoes and watchstraps made from the skins of snakes, lizards, alligators or crocodiles

* queen conch shells, giant clams

* caviar in large quantities
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 HEADLINE: PACE session to center on terrorism and developments in Chechnya

 BODY:
Struggle against terrorism is put into the section "urgent debate" of the agenda of the PACE autumn session.

The discussion of the political and humanitarian situation as well as the state of human rights in the Chechen Republic figure as the second item on the agenda of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, which will be held on October 4-8 in Strasbourg. 

The key reporter on this issue will be human right commissioner of the Council of Europe Alvaro Gil-Robles who made a trip to Chechnya in September where he participated in a scientific conference on human rights in the republic.

The session will also examine problems of the changing climate in the world within the Kyoto Protocol and the development of the world economy. Speakers on this topic will include executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer, director-general of the World Trade Organisation Supachai Panitchpak and deputy secretary-general of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development Berglind Asgeirsdottir.

The session will also discuss operation of democratic institutions in Serbia and Montenegro as well as in Azerbaijan, observance by Armenia of taken obligations and participation of women in elections.

Invited speakers to the session include Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, president of the Pan-African parliament Gertrude Mongella and Monaco Crown Prince Albert whose speech will be a preliminary to the ceremony of admitting the principality to the Council of Europe.
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Newsday.com

3 October 2004

Kyoto treaty becomes global law, flaws and all

The Kyoto Protocol on curbing global warming has been in limbo since 2001, when the United States rejected it outright, for valid reasons. And until last week, Russia sat on the sidelines, unsure whether compliance with stringent rules to control the emissions of greenhouse gases would hurt its economy. 

But President Vladimir Putin's cabinet endorsed it Thursday and sent it to the Duma to be rubber stamped. With Russia's assent, the Kyoto Protocol will have enough signers to become a United Nations treaty, subject to international law. 

This may seem like great news for the planet, damaged by climate changes brought about by global warming. But the measures that industrial nations must take to fulfill the terms of the treaty could spell trouble in a time of global recession. 

There is no arcane trick to curbing production of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, the main factors in global warming: Just cut the production of energy and the burning of emission-generating fuels needed to produce it. Simple, yes, but a very expensive drag on a nation's economic growth if fuel taxes are doubled or tripled to discourage consumption.

That's one of the reasons that President Bill Clinton, an early supporter of Kyoto, chose not to submit the protocol to the Senate for ratification. The other reason was an obvious flaw: The world's two most populous nations, India and China, are totally exempt from Kyoto rules. Why? During the drafting, both classified themselves as developing nations and argued that their development would be stunted unless they were excluded from the Kyoto strictures on energy consumption. That may have been true in 1997, when the treaty was penned. It's now at odds with reality. 

Clinton's successor, President George W. Bush - who has a visceral distrust of international accords anyway - rejected the treaty altogether. 

It will be much easier and less expensive for European nations - the strongest supporters of the treaty - to meet Kyoto rules because they depend to a far greater extent than the United States on electrical power from nuclear reactors, which produce no greenhouse gases. And their combined motor vehicle fleets are considerably smaller and more energy efficient than those in the United States.

Signing the treaty now would put the United States in a potentially uncompetitive position with its European rivals, let alone China, which is developing at an astonishingly rapid rate and gobbling up cars faster than factories can produce them. At the very least, China - and perhaps India later on - should no longer be exempt from global warming restrictions. 

Meanwhile, the United States continues to participate in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and has undertaken a number of global warming initiatives at its own pace, setting a goal to reduce greenhouse gases by 18 percent by 2012, in large part by promoting the development of cleaner energy technologies. That may not satisfy the Kyoto requirements, but it suits U.S. national interests for now, at least until the treaty is reviewed and modified to reflect the economic realities of today, not 1997. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Chicago Tribune
Russia paves way for emissions pact Treaty aimed at global warming

By Alex Rodriguez

October 1, 2004

MOSCOW -- The Russian Cabinet approved ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on Thursday, a decisive step that effectively sets the stage for worldwide enactment of the landmark global warming accord after years of diplomatic wrangling.

Reached in 1997 after two years of talks, the pact calls for the world's industrialized countries to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases linked to global warming. Proponents still need backing from Russia's parliament, both chambers of which are controlled by Russian President Vladimir Putin's loyalists, who are expected to fall in line with Thursday's decision.

With Washington's refusal to endorse the pact, Russia's ratification was needed for the accord to become effective.

The treaty needs to be approved by no fewer than 55 industrial countries that cumulatively represent at least 55 percent of greenhouse gas emissions. The U.S. represents 36 percent of the world's emissions, and its rejection of the pact left Russia as the only other industrial polluter large enough to push the treaty over the 55 percent threshold.

"Today's decision was historic," said Georgy Safanov, director of the Russian Regional Environment Center and a longtime advocate of the pact. "Human beings affect climate, and there is just one way to prevent this--a global initiative on reducing our impact on climate."

Klaus Toepfer, chief of the UN Environment Program, called the Russian government's decision a "cause for celebration. ... I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavor."

For more than a year, Russia had been sending mixed signals about the Kyoto treaty. In the summer of 2003, the Kremlin appeared ready to ratify the accord, but by last December, a key Kremlin economic adviser had convinced Putin that the pact posed too great a threat to Russia's economy.

EU's important role

That adviser, Andrei Illarionov, became the treaty's most ardent Russian critic. He questioned the link between greenhouse gas emissions and climate change and warned that curbs on emissions would unnecessarily restrain the country's economic growth.

At the time, the treaty appeared doomed. But in May, after Putin met with leaders of the European Union, a staunch advocate of the Kyoto treaty, the Russian leader vowed to move Russia toward fast ratification of the pact. That decision appeared to be tied to the EU's decision to back Russia's bid to join the World Trade Organization, a longtime Kremlin goal.

Russia is the largest country still outside the WTO. Member nations enjoy lower tariffs and other benefits when they trade with other member nations. Getting support from the EU, Russia's largest trading partner, was crucial for Russia's bid for membership in the 147-nation body.

Analysts said the EU's decision to support WTO membership for Russia became the decisive factor as the Kremlin weighed Kyoto ratification. And, they said, Illarionov's pessimism about the pact gradually lost out to the views of Kremlin advisers who told Putin that the treaty's impact on the Russian economy would be minimal.

"The majority of Kremlin advisers told Putin that the risk was very small," said Alexei Kokorin, the World Wildlife Fund's Climate Program chief in Moscow. "So in the beginning of September, Putin switched on the green light."

Many experts also believed Russia would ultimately back the accord because doing so would mean a windfall of as much as $1 billion. Under the protocol, nations can sell surplus pollution quota to other countries. Russia has a large surplus quota, since the emission limits are set to 1990 levels, when the industries of the Soviet Union were producing much greater quantities of gases.

The pact calls for developed nations to cut greenhouse gas emissions 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by the year 2012. Greenhouse gases covered by the treaty include carbon dioxide, methane, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, nitrous oxide and sulfur dioxide. Once in effect, the pact requires member countries to abide by emissions quotas assigned to them for five years, from 2008 through 2012.

So far, 125 nations have ratified the treaty, representing 44.2 percent of the world's greenhouse gas emissions, according to the United Nations.

The U.S. signed on to the treaty under President Bill Clinton in 1998, but the Senate did not ratify the pact. Since then the Bush administration has said it opposes ratification, complaining that the treaty imposes unrealistic cutbacks that would hinder economic growth. Bush aides also argue that certain developing nations, such as India and China, would not be bound by the same stringent cutbacks, and would have an unfair economic edge.

The U.S. would not be subject to the treaty's provisions, even with Russia's ratification.

Duma approval expected

Russian news agencies quoted legislative leaders as saying they expected the Duma, Russia's lower chamber of parliament, to approve ratification before the end of the year. Parliament's upper chamber, regarded as even more of a rubber stamp for Putin, would also have to approve ratification.

While Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov said he expected vigorous debate in the Duma, experts said there was little doubt that ratification would pass easily.

"Everybody understands that what happened today is a demonstration of the opinion of Mr. Putin," Kokorin said. "So this means you can be 99 percent sure the Kyoto Protocol will be ratified."

- - -

Russian approval gives teeth to protocol

A Russian ratification of the Kyoto Protocol would allow the United Nations to enforce the treaty.

PERCENTAGE OF EMISSIONS

From industrialized nations

Emissions of nations that have ratified: 44.2%

Emissions of nations that have not:

Russia: 17.4%

U.S.: 36.1%

Rest of world: 2.3%

55% needed for treaty to go into effect

If Russia ratifies the treaty, the 55 percent threshhold would be met.

 U.S. 36.1%

 Russia 17.4%

 Japan 8.5%

 Germany 7.4%

 Britain 4.3%

 Canada 3.3%

 Italy 3.3%

 Poland 3.0%

 France 2.7%

 Australia 2.1%

 Spain 1.9%

 Romania 1.2%

 Czech Rep. 1.2%

 Netherlands 1.2%

 Others 6.4%*

 *Of others, 6.2% of emissions are from ratifying nations.

KYOTO PROTOCOL

Created in 1997, the protocol outlines a system for industrialized nations to reduce greenhouse emissions by 5.2 percent of their 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012.

A Russian ratification of the Kyoto Protocol would allow the United Nations to enforce the treaty.

ENFORCEMENT

To be enforced, the Kyoto Protocol must be ratified by industrialized nations whose combined greenhouse emissions reach 55 percent of the total from those nations. The U.S. has not ratified the treaty and would not be subject to its provisions.

Source: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Chang

Chicago Tribune.
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IndependentonLine

Kyoto protocol comes in from the cold

October 02 2004 at 02:51PM
By Mike Shanahan

The Russian government has approved the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, which sets formal targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, and sent it to the country's parliament for ratification.

To become binding, the protocol requires ratification by 55 percent of signatories, including countries that account for 55 percent of developed countries' emissions. If - as is widely expected - the Russian parliament gives its approval, the treaty will come into force 90 days after Russia's instrument of ratification is received by the United Nations in New York.

Describing the news as "an inspiring signal to the international community," Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change said in a press release that Russian ratification would re-energise international co-operation on cutting greenhouse gas emissions.

The protocol will bind 36 industrialised nations to reduce emissions of the so-called greenhouse gases, which many scientists consider responsible for global warming and climate change.

The treaty also has significant implications for developing countries. Although they will not be required to reduce emissions towards specific targets, they will be required to act to limit production of greenhouse gases.

Among the features of the protocol is the encouragement of international cooperation. The "clean development mechanism", for example, will encourage rich countries to finance projects that reduce emissions in poor countries in return for credit against their own emissions targets.

Developing nations can also benefit from the Kyoto Protocol Adaptation Fund, which they can use to pay for measures to anticipate and protect themselves from negative impacts of climate change.

"It's the step we've all been waiting for," says Crispian Olver, director-general of South Africa's department of environmental affairs And tourism. "From food security to health we see climate change as a very big threat right across Africa, so the decision is very good news for us."

As the Russian parliament is dominated by president Putin's United Russia party and approves nearly all bills backed by the president, it is expected to endorse the treaty in the coming weeks.

The move isolates Australia and the United States - both of which oppose the protocol - and has major political implications for Russia, bringing the country closer to Europe and smoothing its entry into the World Trade Organisation.

Governments will next discuss their Kyoto targets at a major conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 6 - 17 December. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme said in a statement on 30 September that those negotiations "must ensure that developed nations meet their initial emission reduction targets while ensuring sufficient funds are made available to developing countries to allow them to reduce their vulnerability to global warming".

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SciDev.Net

Kyoto protocol comes in from the cold
The Russian government has approved the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, which sets formal targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, and sent it to the country's parliament for ratification. 

To become binding, the protocol requires ratification by 55 per cent of signatories, including countries that account for 55 per cent of developed countries' emissions. If — as is widely expected — the Russian parliament gives its approval, the treaty will come into force 90 days after Russia's instrument of ratification is received by the United Nations in New York.

Describing the news as "an inspiring signal to the international community," Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change said in a press release that Russian ratification would re-energise international cooperation on cutting greenhouse gas emissions.

The protocol will bind 36 industrialised nations to reduce emissions of the so-called greenhouse gases, which many scientists consider responsible for global warming and climate change. 

The treaty also has significant implications for developing countries. Although they will not be required to reduce emissions towards specific targets, they will be required to act to limit production of greenhouse gases. 

Among the features of the protocol is the encouragement of international cooperation. The 'clean development mechanism', for example, will encourage rich countries to finance projects that reduce emissions in poor countries in return for credit against their own emissions targets.

Developing nations can also benefit from the Kyoto Protocol Adaptation Fund, which they can use to pay for measures to anticipate and protect themselves from negative impacts of climate change.

"It's the step we've all been waiting for," says Crispian Olver, director-general of South Africa's Department of Environmental Affairs And Tourism. "From food security to health we see climate change as a very big threat right across Africa, so the decision is very good news for us."

As the Russian parliament is dominated by president Putin's United Russia party and approves nearly all bills backed by the president, it is expected to endorse the treaty in the coming weeks. 

The move isolates Australia and the United States — both of which oppose the protocol — and has major political implications for Russia, bringing the country closer to Europe and smoothing its entry into the World Trade Organisation.

Governments will next discuss their Kyoto targets at a major conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 6 - 17 December. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme said in a statement yesterday (30 September) that those negotiations "must ensure that developed nations meet their initial emission reduction targets while ensuring sufficient funds are made available to developing countries to allow them to reduce their vulnerability to global warming


The Associated Press
October 1, 2004, Friday, BC cycle

Russia's Kyoto Protocol move gets wide welcome, but environmentalists looking to next treaty

BYLINE: By GEIR MOULSON, Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: BERLIN

BODY:
Europeans welcomed Russia's move toward ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, but environmentalists cautioned that the accord, rejected by the United States, can only be a "first step" toward negotiating deeper cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.

Russia's Cabinet on Thursday endorsed the 1997 agreement and parliament is expected to ratify the document by the end of the year. Without Russia, there would not be enough signatories for it to come into effect worldwide.

"Russia's green light will allow the climate train to leave the station so we can really begin addressing the biggest threat to the planet and its people," said Klaus Toepfer, the head of the U.N. Environment Program. 

Russia's decision was welcomed by the governments of Germany, Italy, Britain and Japan, and by the European Union, which have been among the agreement's most energetic backers.

Once the deal enters into force, industrialized countries will have until 2012 to cut their collective emissions of six key greenhouse gases to 5.2 percent below the 1990 level.

However, the United States - which alone accounted for 36 percent of carbon dioxide emissions in 1990 - and Australia have rejected the treaty.

"The Kyoto Protocol undoubtedly sets very low targets compared to what scientists say is necessary in order to keep climate change under control," said Germana Canzi, a climate policy expert with the World Wide Fund for Nature. "However, it has always been considered a first step rather than the solution to the problem."

Thursday's Russian Cabinet decision to approve the protocol was, she said, a "massive breakthrough" because it will allow the rules finally to be applied and sets the scene for negotiations for future commitments.

The next round of international climate talks is scheduled for December in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and negotiations on greenhouse gas emissions after 2012 are due to start next year.

Next time around, "it is absolutely necessary to have a broader climate agreement where also the United States, especially, and Australia are taking part," said Leif Bernegaard, a climate expert at the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency who took part in negotiations on Kyoto.

Canzi said developing nations such as China, which don't have specific emissions targets under the Kyoto Protocol, also "will have to be included one way or another."

Few believe the United States will change its mind anytime soon, although there are hopes that business interest in developing clean technologies would push America forward. The U.S. position could also change if John Kerry is elected president in November.

"The Kyoto Protocol is now real - it's a very clear signal to the United States that the countries that have now made the step are being serious," said Joke Waller-Hunter, the executive secretary of the United Nations Climate Change Convention.

"The Kyoto Protocol also provides an opportunity to modernize technologies. I think U.S. companies don't want to fall behind."

In 2001, negotiators agreed that signatories will face mandatory consequences if they fail to meet their targets.

Countries that miss their emission targets would be excluded from "emissions trading," buying and selling the right to pollute, while a panel to be set up by member governments would address alleged violations. The protocol also foresees emission credits for forests that soak up carbon.

The European Union is launching an emissions trading system next January under which European companies that emit less carbon dioxide than allowed can sell unused allotments to those who overshoot the target.

The profit motive is expected to drive efforts and technology and bring "substantial cuts" in emissions of carbon dioxide, which makes up 80 percent of the EU's greenhouse gases, EU officials have said. The European system foresees fines for companies that exceed their emission limits without managing to trade.
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Chicago Tribune
October 1, 2004 Friday 
Cabinet backs treaty to curb global warming

DATELINE: MOSCOW, RUSSIA 

BODY:


The Russian Cabinet approved ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on Thursday, a decisive step that effectively sets the stage for worldwide enactment of the landmark global warming accord after years of diplomatic wrangling.

The pact calls for industrialized countries to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases linked to global warming. 

Proponents still need backing from Russia's parliament, both chambers of which are controlled by President Vladimir Putin's loyalists, who are expected to fall in line with Thursday's decision.

With Washington's refusal to endorse the pact, Russia's ratification was needed for the accord to become effective.

The treaty needs ratification by 55 industrialized countries that cumulatively represent at least 55 percent of greenhouse gas emissions. The U.S. represents 36 percent of the world's greenhouse gas emissions, and its rejection of the pact left Russia as the only other industrial polluter large enough to push the treaty over the 55 percent threshold.

The Cabinet's action was cheered by United Nations officials, the governments of Germany, Italy, Britain and Japan and the European Union. "Russia's green light will allow the climate train to leave the station so we can really begin addressing the biggest threat to the planet and its people," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program.

Key points of treaty

- Obliges industrialized countries to cut emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases by 5.2 percent from 1990 level by 2012.

- Allows for "emissions trading"-- buying and selling the right to pollute--to give profit motives to businesses to reduce emissions.

- Member countries face mandatory punishment if they fail to meet emission targets.

Compiled from news services and edited by Curt Wagner (cwwagner@tribune.com) and Joe Knowles (jknowles@tribune.com)

NOTES: F.Y.I. WORLD
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The Boston Globe

October 1, 2004, Friday THIRD EDITION

RUSSIAN CABINET OK'S KYOTO PACT

BYLINE: By Anna Dolgov, Globe Correspondent


BODY:
MOSCOW Russia's Cabinet approved the worldwide Kyoto Protocol on global warming yesterday, clearing the way for implementation of the long-delayed United Nations pact.


The 1997 agreement on limiting industrial emissions would go into effect after parliament ratifies it and President Vladimir Putin signs it. The legislature, like the Cabinet, is dominated by Putin's loyalists and is expected to obey presidential directives.


    Russia has held the decisive vote on the agreement since the United States withdrew from the pact in 2001, arguing that the treaty puts a burden on the US economy and favors developing nations.


The Cabinet signed off on the protocol, which was drafted in Kyoto, Japan, amid pressure from the European Union. Putin's key economic adviser, Andrei Illarionov, had played up the sacrifices Russia would make under the pact, calling it an "economic Auschwitz" that would put a ceiling on the country's industrial development and destroy the Kremlin's plans to double Russia's gross domestic product by 2010.


Yesterday, Illarionov told the Cabinet that approval of the pact was "a political decision, a forced decision," Russian news agencies reported.


The EU and the United Nations welcomed the Russian approval.


"This news today that the government of Russia has endorsed the protocol and will present it to the Duma, the Russian parliament, is cause for celebration," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Program.


Environmental activists applauded Putin. "As the Earth is battered by increasing storms, floods and droughts, President Putin has brought us to a pivotal point in human history," said Steve Sawyer of Greenpeace International.


"The Bush administration is out in the cold and the rest of the world can move forward as one to start tackling climate change," Sawyer said in a statement.


To come into force, the Kyoto agreement must be approved by nations responsible for 55 percent of gas emissions in 1990. Ratification by Russia, which produces 17 percent of world emissions, would put the figure past that threshold. The United States accounts for 35 percent of world emissions.


   Under the pact, which would take effect 90 days after Russian ratification, industrialized countries are supposed to cut their collective emissions of six key gases to 5.2 percent below the 1990 level by 2012.


Analysts saw the Cabinet move as an attempt to bolster Russia's international image amid criticism of the Kremlin's sweeping plans to tighten central control. Russia also may be trying to secure European support for a UN resolution aimed at reversing US and British decisions to grant political asylum to Chechen separatists.


"It is clear that Russia is trying to make a bargain with the Europeans," said Ksenia Yudayeva, an analyst with the Carnegie Moscow Center.


In approving the pact, the government also may also be sending a strong statement to the Bush administration for its criticism of Putin's move to centralize power in Russia after a hostage-taking raid in the town of Beslan, said Alexander Pikayev, an independent political analyst in Moscow.


"Many in the Kremlin were very displeased with the US reaction to the aftermath of Beslan events," he said.


An attempt to demonstrate opposition to the United States by ratifying the Kyoto agreement would be in line with angry rhetoric by Russian officials, who have rejected US criticism of Putin's reforms as attempts to influence Russia's internal affairs. Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has said Moscow regards the criticism as a "strange" attempt to "push through the thought that democracy should have only one form."


Russian media and observers have warned that US-Russian relations may worsen. "A whiff of Cold War is in the air," the daily Nezavisimaya Gazeta said in a recent front-page headline.


A senior US diplomat speaking on condition of anonymity said that Russia's "rhetoric has been unfortunate because it has fed certain anti-Western and anti-American feelings at a time when we need each other more."


Putin promised quick ratification of the Kyoto Protocol after reaching a deal with the European Union in May to ease Russia's admission to the World Trade Organization, but took no further action for months. The delays have led many analysts to suggest that the Kremlin was waiting for a favorable moment to use the pact as a bargaining tool with European leaders.


Moscow played the Kyoto card after several European politicians and US senators accused Putin of shifting toward a dictatorship by moving to abolish popular elections of governors and independent lawmakers changes Putin describes as antiterrorism measures.


Following the raid, Russia has also asked the UN to expand its list of international terrorists to include Chechen rebels and to demand their "expedited extradition." Moscow, which has been particularly displeased by a US ruling to grant political asylum to a former minister in Chechnya's separatist government of the late 1990s, and a British decision to do the same for a senior separatist envoy, has sought European backing for its draft UN resolution.
 
SIDEBAR:
RUSSIA TO RATIFY CLIMATE TREATY
PLEASE REFER TO MICROFILM FOR CHART DATA.

NOTES:
Material from wire services was included in this report.
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Financial Times (London, England)
October 2, 2004 Saturday 
Step carefully in the memento minefield
London Edition 1


 
HEADLINE: Step carefully in the memento minefield: That innocent-looking artefact could lead you to a prison cell. If they are endangered or illegal, holiday souvenirs may cost more than you expect, reportsNicole Swengley

BYLINE: By NICOLE SWENGLEY

BODY:


When Robert Hudson stepped off a flight from Banjul in Gambia and was stopped by customs officers in the "Nothing to Declare" channel at Gatwick airport, they found three baboon skulls, four primate skulls and a marine turtle shell in his luggage.

When the case came up at London's Southwark Crown Court earlier this year, Hudson pleaded guilty to smuggling prohibited animal parts and to intending to sell them at his Newquay shop. He was sentenced to 120 hours community service, ordered to pay Pounds 1,500 costs and only escaped a custodial sentence thanks to exemplary character references.

Hudson knew exactly what he was doing. But this wasn't the case when a holidaymaker returning from South Africa strolled through the green channel at Heathrow with a stuffed crocodile under his arm. He had no idea that a criminal prosecution could result from bringing the trophy into Britain without a special permit. The crocodile was confiscated and the owner fined. 

"Tourists bring all sorts of animals and birds back from their holidays, completely unaware that they are endangered species," a British customs officer told me. "Live baby crocodiles, lizards, scorpions, snakes, parrots and young falcons are often seized but I think the most gruesome souvenirs we find are the dried monkey heads and gorilla hands from West Africa." It's surprising how many holidaymakers fall into the trap of importing illegal goods and in doing so become liable for hefty fines or criminal prosecution - to say nothing of the destruction caused to the environment.

They could even incur the maximum penalty for smuggling endangered species which, in Britain, is seven years' imprisonment. Last year British customs officials seized 1,918 live animals and birds, 872 endangered plants, 110 ivory products and more than three million items of Oriental medicine containing parts or derivatives of endangered species.

Holidaymakers often bring back banned items out of simple ignorance. It is all too easy when visiting an exotic market or beachside stall to forget there are strict rules on what you can and cannot bring back into your home country. Nor is it just market traders who can lead you astray. Shops at reputable hotels and airports have also been known to sell items that could land you on the wrong side of the law.

Items such as ivory jewellery or carvings, tortoiseshell sunglasses, leopard-skin or tiger-skin coats and shawls made from shatoosh (wool from the critically endangered Tibetan antelope) are all banned. Wild orchids and cacti, coral necklaces, queen conch shells, snakeskin boots, live animals and birds require special export and import permits. Even a crocodile skin watchstrap bought from an unauthorised source, or bulk-buying of caviar, can get you into trouble.

"Our advice is not to buy souvenirs made from animal derivatives," said a spokesman for the Customs & Excise department in Britain. "You will be told all sorts of stories - that the animal died naturally, that you don't need an export licence, that your purchase helps the local economy. But even the smallest ivory pendant means that an animal had to die. And far from helping the local economy you are actually doing the reverse because local people will carry on killing if they know that there is a market for these goods."

Astonishingly, wildlife derivatives such as rhino horn or deer musk (used in traditional Chinese medicines) can be worth more than Class A drugs or gold on an ounce-by-ounce basis. This is why the illegal trade in wildlife is now a serious international crime with annual global profits estimated at about Pounds 3.5 bn - a figure that balloons every year.

The US and the UK, along with Japan, are among the world's largest consumers of wildlife and wildlife products and the US Fish and Wildlife Service and Britain's National Wildlife Crime Intelligence Unit - part of the National Criminal Intelligence Service - wage a continuous battle against law-breakers.

International awareness of the problem is growing too. More than 150 countries, including the UK and US, have signed up to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) whose secretariat is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). Cites aims to protect endangered species by controlling international trade in products made from at-risk animals and plants. More than 800 species are banned and trade in a further 30,000 items is strictly legally controlled.

There is, however, a snag. While Cites restricts the movement of specified goods between member countries it doesn't make their sale within a country illegal-even if that country has signed the agreement. Many banned Cites items are openly on sale in Africa and Asia while international trading in such products is known to take place in Singapore and the Gulf States.

Hotspots for unwary shoppers include Sri Lanka and the Maldives (turtle-shell jewellery), Philippines (giant clams), Thailand and Indonesia (protected orchids), Mexico (protected cacti species), Cuba and the Caribbean (coral), Africa and Asia (ivory and elephant products), India, Nepal and Pakistan (skins from leopards, jaguars, tigers and shatoosh shawls).

Visitors should also shop carefully in Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania, South Africa and the Seychelles.

Raising awareness among holidaymakers is a priority in Cites's signatory countries. Souvenir Alert, a campaign run by the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) is Britain's response.

"Every year unwitting tourists bring back wildlife items like coral or queen conch shells, unaware that importing them is either illegal or requires a special permit," said Callum Rankine, a WWF international species officer. "The real difficulty comes with species like butterflies that aren't as high profile as ivory. But ignorance is not a defence against a prosecution or fine. If in doubt, don't buy."

Anyone who may need a permit to import wildlife souvenirs into the US is advised to check with the Fish and Wildlife Service or the Global Wildlife Division of Defra when entering Britain.

The damage done by buying dodgy souvenirs doesn't stop at indigenous wildlife. Historical and archaeological sites have suffered from looting for centuries with many items stolen to order.

While the trade in black market antiquities is generally confined to unscrupulous dealers and collectors, it's possible for unwary holidaymakers to run into trouble. Replicas flogged by hawkers at archaeological sites have occasionally turned out to be genuine and unwitting tourists arrested at airports for the illegal export of cultural artefacts.

So buyer beware. Holiday mementos can prove a minefield. Investing in that hand-painted icon, turtle-shell necklace or stylish snakeskin belt could carry a very high price indeed.

IF IN DOUBT, LEAVE IT OUT CLEAR-CONSCIENCE SOUVENIRS

* Africa: Masai bead jewellery, sarongs, woven baskets, painted calabash gourds, jade or soapstone carvings or similar in hardwoods from sustainable sources

* Caribbean: Art from Jamaica, Cuba and the Dominican Republic, spices and local coffee, coconut shell maracas, rum

* Far East: Chinese paintings and scrolls, cloisonne, tea, fans, modern Buddhas, replica terracotta warriors

* India: Indian woollen shawls, silks and saris, leather sandals, miniature paintings, replica bronze and terracotta deities

* Indian Ocean/Pacific: Model galleons from Mauritius, tapa cloth made from bark, pandanus leaf mats and baskets, coconut shell jewellery WHAT TO AVOID

* skins, bags, coats and accessories made from jaguar, leopard and tiger skin

* elephant ivory including carvings and jewellery

* sea turtle shell jewellery, hair-combs and sunglasses

* shawls made from shatoosh

* traditional Chinese medicine claiming to contain tiger, leopard and rhino derivatives RESTRICTED GOODS Special permits are usually needed to import the following:

* live animals and birds

* protected orchids and cacti

* coral jewellery and ornaments

* reptile skins and boots, bags, belts, shoes and watchstraps made from the skins of snakes, lizards, alligators or crocodiles

* queen conch shells, giant clams

* caviar in large quantities
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Daily News (Bahrain)

UN backs study on mercury pollution 
By SOMAN BABY
Published: 2 October 2004
A STUDY on the magnitude of mercury pollution, which causes cancer, is to be supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) office in Bahrain.

Unep's West Asia regional office in Bahrain is organising a seminar on the topic in Beirut, Lebanon, next week.

It will be held in co-ordination with the Lebanese Environment Ministry and will be attended from Bahrain by Unep's acting regional director Dr Habib El Habr and regional industry officer Dr Basel Al Yousfi.

The seminar, scheduled for October 11 to 14, is extremely important for the region, said Dr El Habr.

"We are still not aware of the magnitude of the problem in the region," he told the GDN.

"As mercury is a cancer causing substance, its long-term effect has to be evaluated."

Dr Al Yousfi said industrial emission, medical wastes and discharges from old batteries were some of the sources of mercury pollution.

"As this pollution affects sea water, and in some cases the ground water due to improper landfill methods, there is a remote chance for fish and food items getting contaminated," he noted.

"Unep headquarters in Nairobi has proposed to make an indepth study of the problem.

"An analysis of hair and nail samples from people at random could throw light on the magnitude of the problem."

Dr Al Yousfi said the Beirut meeting would be attended by experts on the topic from different international organisations.

While in Beirut, Dr El Habr will attend the Arab Forum for the Rehabilitation and Development of the Occupied Palestinian Territories, as well as a meeting on the Eco-hydrology of Drylands in the Arab Region. 

Dr El Habr will also represent Unep in a high-level consultation meeting on natural resources and environment in Cairo next week.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

La Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno 

La Tunisia centro dell’energia rinnovabile
Battesimo oggi del Medrec, il centro per la promozione delle energie rinnovabili che vede impegnati diversi paesi che si affacciano sul Mediterraneo, Italia in testa

CARTAGINE (Tunisia) - La Tunisia diventa il cuore del sistema delle energie rinnovabili nel nord Africa, per un bacino di utenza stimabile in almeno 100 milioni di cittadini. Battesimo oggi del Medrec, il centro per la promozione delle energie rinnovabili che vede impegnati diversi paesi che si affacciano sul Mediterraneo, Italia in testa. All’evento hanno preso parte delegati di Tunisia, Marocco, Egitto, Algeria, Libia, oltre all’Italia (che è stata rappresentata dal direttore generale del ministero dell’ambiente Corrado Clini) e all’Unep, l’agenzia dell’Onu che si occupa del programma ambientale. E per i paesi di quest’area si comincia a parlare di possibilità di poter utilizzare su larga scala questa opportunità. 

In concomitanza con la presentazione del centro di Tunisi c’è stata anche l’illustrazione dei progressi finora fatti segnare nell’attuazione dell’iniziativa denominata Medrep, vale a dire il programma per la promozione delle energie rinnovabili nell’area del Mediterraneo, iniziativa che ha avuto proprio l’Italia nel ruolo di promotrice. 

Del Medrep si è parlato ufficialmente la prima volta nel settembre 2002, quando è stato lanciato dal nostro paese in occasione del vertice mondiale per lo sviluppo sostenibile tenuto a Johannesburg e il centro è finalizzato alla diffusione delle energie rinnovabili in questa area del sud Europa e del nord Africa, con l’obiettivo di allargare i mercati e determinare le condizioni idonee agli investimenti, specie del settore privato. Sono già numerosi i progetti-pilota in via di attuazione. 

Il centro istituito a Tunisi servirà alla formazione, al trasferimento di conoscenze, alla diffusione dell’informazione e allo sviluppo di quei progetti-pilota, costituendo un riferimento costante per le attività promosse dai partner. 

Nel contesto del progetto Medrec, la realtà tunisina diventerà il punto di costante riferimento. 

Qui il lavoro sarà focalizzato su più settori: dall’eolico al solare, alle celle a combustibile, al geotermico, all’idroelettrico, alla biomassa. La struttura farà inoltre parte integrante della rete globale per l’energia e lo sviluppo sostenibile che è promosso dall’Unep, in stretta connessione di obiettivi, e sarà anche operativa con centri di eccellenza già attivati nel campo dell’energia e dello sviluppo sostenibile. 

Per il direttore generale del ministero dell’ambiente italiano, quella di oggi «è una grande tappa compiuta per la creazione di un contesto favorevole allo sviluppo di un solido mercato di energie rinnovabili nella regione mediterranea. Il sistema Medrec ci permetterà di puntare ed ottenere l’obiettivo fissato dal summit mondiale sullo sviluppo sostenibile di Johannesburg, vale a dire permettere a 100 milioni di persone di utilizzare queste energie nei prossimi dieci anni». 

Clini ha sottolineato il lavoro già svolto attraverso i progetti-pilota avviati in Algeria, Marocco e nella stessa Tunisia. A breve altri progetti partiranno in Egitto e Libia. 

In particolare, in Tunisia è sviluppato un nuovo meccanismo finanziario per promuovere il mercato del sistema di riscaldamento dell’acqua mediante pannelli solari. Il progetto è basato su studi dell’Unep per il nord Africa ed è frutto di una stretta cooperazione tra il ministero dell’ambiente italiano, l’agenzia tunisina per l’efficienza energetica e la stessa Unep. 

L’obiettivo è superare la barriera rappresentata dagli attuali costi elevati del sistema di energia ricavata dai pannelli solari, puntando all’installazione di 20-30mila sistemi domestici in pochi anni. Sebbene un sistema simile permetta di rientrare nell’arco di sei anni dell’investimento iniziale, è evidente - ha detto Monique Barbut, direttrice della divisione tecnologia, industria ed economia dell’Unep - che il conto capitale è un forte ostacolo finanziario per numerose famiglie. E così sarà la stessa agenzia dell’Onu a sostenere il tasso d’interesse e il conto capitale, il che consentirà di ridurre in maniera considerevole, è la stima Unep, il finanziamento necessario per questo sistema energetico. 

Enzo Castellano

27/9/2004

________________________________________________________________________ 

La Stampa

La Tunisia come cuore delle energie rinnovabili

 28 settembre 2004

TRIPOLI. La Tunisia diventa il cuore del sistema delle energie rinnovabili nel nord Africa, per un bacino di utenza stimabile in almeno 100 milioni di cittadini. Battesimo oggi del Medrec, il centro per la promozione delle energie rinnovabili che vede impegnati diversi paesi che si affacciano sul Mediterraneo, Italia in testa.

All'evento hanno preso parte delegati di Tunisia, Marocco, Egitto, Algeria, Libia, oltre all'Italia (che è stata rappresentata dal direttore generale del ministero dell'ambiente Corrado Clini) e all'Unep, l'agenzia dell'Onu che si occupa del programma ambientale. E per i paesi di quest'area si comincia a parlare di possibilità di poter utilizzare su larga scala questa opportunità.

In concomitanza con la presentazione del centro di Tunisi c'è stata anche l'illustrazione dei progressi finora fatti segnare nell'attuazione dell'iniziativa denominata Medrep, vale a dire il programma per la promozione delle energie rinnovabili nell'area del Mediterraneo, iniziativa che ha avuto proprio l'Italia nel ruolo di promotrice.

Del Medrep si è parlato ufficialmente la prima volta nel settembre 2002, quando è stato lanciato dal nostro paese in occasione del vertice mondiale per lo sviluppo sostenibile tenuto a Johannesburg e il centro è finalizzato alla diffusione delle energie rinnovabili in questa area del sud Europa e del nord Africa, con l'obiettivo di allargare i mercati e determinare le condizioni idonee agli investimenti, specie del settore privato. Sono già numerosi i progetti-pilota in via di attuazione.

Il centro istituito a Tunisi servirà alla formazione, al trasferimento di conoscenze, alla diffusione dell'informazione e allo sviluppo di quei progetti-pilota, costituendo un riferimento costante per le attività promosse dai partner. Nel contesto del progetto Medrec, la realtà tunisina diventerà il punto di costante riferimento.

Qui il lavoro sarà focalizzato su più settori: dall'eolico al solare, alle celle a combustibile, al geotermico, all'idroelettrico, alla biomassa. La struttura farà inoltre parte integrante della rete globale per l'energia e lo sviluppo sostenibile che è promosso dall'Unep, in stretta connessione di obiettivi, e sarà anche operativa con centri di eccellenza già attivati nel campo dell'energia e dello sviluppo sostenibile.

Per il direttore generale del ministero dell'ambiente italiano, quella di oggi «è una grande tappa compiuta per la creazione di un contesto favorevole allo sviluppo di un solido mercato di energie rinnovabili nella regione mediterranea. Il sistema Medrec ci permetterà di puntare ed ottenere l'obiettivo fissato dal summit mondiale sullo sviluppo sostenibile di Johannesburg, vale a dire permettere a 100 milioni di persone di utilizzare queste energie nei prossimi dieci anni».

Clini ha sottolineato il lavoro già svolto attraverso i progetti-pilota avviati in Algeria, Marocco e nella stessa Tunisia. A breve altri progetti partiranno in Egitto e Libia.

In particolare, in Tunisia è sviluppato un nuovo meccanismo finanziario per promuovere il mercato del sistema di riscaldamento dell'acqua mediante pannelli solari. Il progetto è basato su studi dell'Unep per il nord Africa ed è frutto di una stretta cooperazione tra il ministero dell'ambiente italiano, l'agenzia tunisina per l'efficienza energetica e la stessa Unep.

L'obiettivo è superare la barriera rappresentata dagli attuali costi elevati del sistema di energia ricavata dai pannelli solari, puntando all'installazione di 20-30mila sistemi domestici in pochi anni. Sebbene un sistema simile permetta di rientrare nell'arco di sei anni dell'investimento iniziale, è evidente - ha detto Monique Barbut, direttrice della divisione tecnologia, industria ed economia dell'Unep - che il conto capitale è un forte ostacolo finanziario per numerose famiglie. 

E così sarà la stessa agenzia dell'Onu a sostenere il tasso d'interesse e il conto capitale, il che consentirà di ridurre in maniera considerevole, è la stima Unep, il finanziamento necessario per questo sistema energetico. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Guardian

Voting for Kyoto 

Leader
Saturday October 2, 2004
It may have taken a few years to do so, but Russia's decision to ratify the Kyoto treaty on climate change and greenhouse gas emissions couldn't have come at a better time. At one stroke its decision has breathed new life into the protocol, which was widely regarded as being effectively in a coma since 2001. And by choosing to announce its decision this week, Russia's government has - unwittingly - put pressure on the developed world's two high-profile Kyoto refuseniks, the United States and Australia, which both happen to be in the middle of bitter election campaigns. 

The Bush administration pulled the US out of participation in the Kyoto agreement in 2001, a precursor of the unilateralism that the US would exhibit on other issues. John Howard's government in Australia has long objected to the treaty. Both countries' involvement in Iraq has overshadowed other international questions, but Russia's move now puts Kyoto in the spotlight. 

By staying out, the US and Australia will be unable to benefit from the valuable economic resources created under the protocol. Russia is responsible for 17% of the industrialised world's carbon emissions, making it an important participant. By signing up to the treaty, Russia is able to join in with the trading structure set up under Kyoto. It can sell its surplus of carbon credits allowed under the treaty on the global emissions market now getting under way in London, a key plank in the Kyoto scheme to put a price on carbon emissions and use market mechanisms to reward countries which reduce them. While the scheme has its weaknesses, it is at least an attempt to do something tangible to cap the world's greenhouse gas emissions. 
Both the US and Australia will be locked out of the trading system until they sign up to Kyoto - with Australia, in particular, likely to lose out on investment as a result. The opposition Labor party in Australia and the Democrats in the US both support approval of Kyoto. In both close-run elections the environment could yet play a part - thanks to the Kremlin's change of heart.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Washington Post

U.S. Firms Look Ahead To Emissions Cuts Overseas 
Whether Russia Ratifies Treaty Is Key 
By Juliet Eilperin
Washington Post Staff Writer
Sunday, October 3, 2004; Page A13 

On Thursday, as news was leaking out that Russia was likely to ratify the Kyoto global warming treaty, a group of U.S. business executives was discussing climate policy as they lunched on chicken and avocado sandwiches in Washington's St. Regis hotel. 

One of them, Lee Califf, government affairs manager for Alcoa Inc., said the news meant that he has to reassess what carbon emissions reductions Alcoa will have to make in countries around the globe where the company has plants. 

"Nobody seems to have a very clear idea of what this means for the United States," Califf said later, adding that even in the absence of U.S. regulation to limit greenhouse gases thought to be fueling the planet's warming trend, "We're going to have to do some of this stuff."

Assuming Russia's State Duma, its lower house of parliament, ratifies the 1997 accord on global climate change, the Kyoto treaty will take effect 90 days later in 126 countries, including the European Union, Japan and Canada. Under its terms, the 33 industrial countries that have signed will have to cut emissions of six greenhouse gases by 5.2 percent between 2008 and 2012, compared with 1990 levels. 

But critics and proponents say the Kyoto treaty is more important for what it signals than what it would achieve, seeing that the gains over its four-year life would reduce global temperatures only 0.2 to 0.25 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100. Temperatures are expected to rise between 2.5 and 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit over the next century, according to the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

"It sends a strong message that limits on heat-trapping gases are coming around the world," said David B. Sandalow, an environmental scholar at the Brookings Institution who served under President Bill Clinton.

American firms operating in participating countries will have to follow stricter rules and will not be able to count emissions cuts at their U.S. plants toward overseas targets, something they would have been able to do if the Bush administration had not opted out of Kyoto in 2001. 

That does not mean, Califf said, that U.S. firms will push for legislation limiting greenhouse gases anytime soon.

"There aren't many companies lobbying Congress in favor of McCain-Lieberman," he said, alluding to a bill sponsored by Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Joseph I. Lieberman (D-Conn.) that would establish a program to cut carbon emissions to 2000 levels by 2010. The bill would set an overall cap on emissions while allowing individual companies to buy and sell pollution credits, in the same way Kyoto allows signatory countries to buy and sell emissions allowances.

McCain-Lieberman, which the White House opposes, fell short of a majority in 2003, with 43 aye votes in the Senate. But Eileen Claussen, president of the Pew Center on Climate Change who chairs the corporate-government policy group to which Califf belongs, said Russia's likely approval "ups the ante" for U.S. firms as well as American lawmakers.

"It just makes it all the more real for the private sector," she said.

Europe has moved ahead with a carbon emissions trading system without the United States, kicking off a program in January that affects 12,000 installations across the continent. European countries traded 2.5 million tons of emissions allowances last year, according to the New York-based emissions trading firm Natsource. Global carbon dioxide trading rose from 29 million tons in 2002 to 78 million tons last year and is expected to double again this year.

The Europeans are also placing political pressure on the United States. Last month, British Prime Minister Tony Blair, who is making global warming a centerpiece of the upcoming G-8 summit he will chair, called it "the world's greatest environmental challenge." A British Embassy spokesman said Friday his country "remains committed to re-engaging the U.S. by keeping climate change on the U.S.'s agenda."

The Bush administration has focused its efforts on climate change research and technology development, saying it opposes mandatory carbon emissions limits because such rules would cost jobs. James L. Connaughton, who chairs the White House Council on Environmental Quality, said the administration instead is promoting fuel and appliance efficiency standards and building codes that will conserve energy.

"The administration strongly opposes any treaty or policy that would cause the loss of a single American job," Connaughton said. "The greatest progress in greenhouse gas emissions reductions will come from transformational technologies."

Faced with opposition in the White House and Congress, advocates such as Claussen are focusing on moving beyond Kyoto and coming up with alternative steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Claussen said her group, which includes representatives from Toyota and BP as well as Brazil and China, hopes to issue a proposal next year. 

The National Commission on Energy Policy, a 17-member bipartisan panel funded mainly by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation that includes American government, labor, industry and environmental officials, is planning to release climate policy recommendations as part of an energy plan it will issue in December.

"No politically realistic American policy advocate is looking for ways to get back into Kyoto," said William K. Reilly, who was Environmental Protection Agency administrator under President George H.W. Bush and now co-chairs the commission. "The challenge really is to create a domestic policy that has some credibility and slows emissions enough to begin to address the problem and ease international pressure."

Ultimately, domestic developments might have more of an impact on U.S. policy, such as the decision by 10 Northeastern and mid-Atlantic states to develop a cap-and-trade carbon emissions program, which is due to be unveiled next spring. California is drafting standards to reduce automobile greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent, and New York may follow. Seventeen states, including Texas, have renewable energy requirements for electricity production.

"At some point, industry's going to throw up its hands and say we don't want to be regulated by 35 different states," said Claussen, who also served in the Clinton administration and predicted this would influence "how Congress will move on this, no matter who is president."

For now, however, Kyoto opponents in America are confident they can fend off legislated emissions curbs. Myron Ebell, director of global warming policy at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, said Russia's "decision doesn't change any votes in the Senate." 

Business News

Mounting energy costs likely 
03.10.2004
By BRIAN FALLOW 

Businesses are almost certain to face higher energy costs arising from the Kyoto climate change treaty, now that the Russian Government has decided to approve it. 

Uncertainty about whether the Kyoto Protocol would come into force, and therefore whether there would be a carbon tax, has overhung business planning and especially investment in electricity generation for a couple of years. 

Ratification by Russia is necessary for the protocol to come into force. Although it still has to be passed by the Russian Parliament, that body is not expected to defy President Vladimir Putin on this question. 

Climate Change Minister Pete Hodgson said yesterday that he expected to introduce legislation for a carbon tax before the next election, due late next year. 

The tax, levied on the carbon content of fossil fuels, would not come into effect before April 1, 2007. 

The National Party has pledged to scrap any such tax. The tax is the key measure designed to make the Kyoto Protocol bite. 

The Government estimates that at an indicative level of $15 a tonne of carbon dioxide it would push up the price of electricity to industrial users by 9 per cent. At the maximum possible level of $25 a tonne, the increase would be 15 per cent. 

For industrial gas users, the increase would be 6 per cent (at $15 a tonne) or 10 per cent (at $25). 

For coal, the impact would be 26 per cent and 43 per cent, respectively. 

The Government has said the carbon tax revenue would be recycled, either through the tax system or in subsidies to emissions-reducing projects. Large swathes of the economy will escape the tax. 

Large industrial emitters whose international competitiveness would be at risk if they were subject to a one-size-fits-all tax are able to negotiate greenhouse agreements with the Government. 

So far, 12 firms representing 55 per cent of industrial power use have applied to enter into negotiations with the Climate Change Office. Only one agreement, with the New Zealand Refining Company, has been completed. 

Kyoto was a weak agreement in terms of its coverage (a bare majority of developed country emissions) and in its initial targets for emission reductions, Hodgson said. 

But it was strong in its design. 

Kyoto is designed to put a price, initially a modest one, on something which is now free: the right to emit greenhouse gases. And it sets up trading mechanisms designed to ensure that the cheapest options to reduce emissions are taken first and that technology is transferred to developing countries. 

Hodgson is confident, as is his National counterpart Nick Smith, that New Zealand will be a net seller of carbon credits during Kyoto's first (and so far only) commitment period, 2008 to 2012. 

That is because Kyoto's rules allow countries to claim credits for the carbon dioxide taken out of the atmosphere by "Kyoto" forests, those established since 1990 on land not already forested. 

It is a sore point with the owners of those forests that the Government retains ownership of the credits they give rise to. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Australian

US resists Russian embrace of Kyoto
A correspondent in Washington
02oct04

THE US stood firm in rejecting the Kyoto Protocol on global warming yesterday despite renewed pressure to yield after Russia ended years of hesitation by moving to ratify the treaty.

The US State Department had no comment on the decision by the Russian cabinet to submit the document to the Duma for approval, but said Washington remained committed in its own way to battling climate change. 

"The US position on the Kyoto Protocol has not changed," spokesman Richard Boucher said. "We thought at this point it wasn't the right thing for the US, but it's up to other nations to independently evaluate whether ratification is in their national interest." 

Russia's ratification is vital for transforming Kyoto from a draft 1997 agreement into a working international treaty. For years, Moscow had hedged on whether it would approve the pact. 

The protocol requires industrialised signatories to trim output of six "greenhouse" gases by 2008-2012 compared with their 1990 levels. 

To achieve that, they will have to cut the burning of oil, coal and gas, the carbon-bearing sources that sparked the Industrial Revolution and remain the foundation for economic life today. 

Those changes carry an economic cost to consumers, a threat to vested interests and a challenge to lifestyles. Kyoto has run into a fierce crossfire from the oil lobby and from conservatives such as US President George W. Bush. 

The US, which by itself accounts for a quarter of global carbon pollution, walked away from Kyoto in 2001, saying the pact was too costly and unfair because developing countries were not bound to make specific pollution cuts. Australia, too, has refused to sign the treaty. 

Without the US on board, the overall reduction in emissions is likely to be 0.6 per cent if Kyoto is honoured, well below the initial target of 5.2 per cent, according to the US-based environment group World Resources Institute. 

Washington has opted instead for its own efforts to curtail global warming, which include domestic initiatives to move to alternative energy sources and international programs to boost research and co-operation on combating climate change. 

Moscow holds the swing vote on the protocol, making ratification by the Russian parliament the only bar to the treaty coming into force. 

Russia had delayed a decision on the treaty for years as it weighed its own economic policies against the diplomatic benefits of allying itself closer to the US or to Europe, the protocol's biggest fan. 

Supporters of the treaty seized on the Russian move to challenge Washington to reverse its longstanding position or risk further isolation. 

United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan hailed Russia's move. "This is the essential first step in tackling the planetary challenge posed by climate change," Mr Annan said in a statement. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

National Business Review

Kyoto: Russia hanging fire? 

	


"Contrary to most news reports, the Russian Government has not submitted the Kyoto Protocol to the Duma for ratification," said Benny Peiser, editor of scholarly electronic network CCNet (Cambridge Conference Network) from Liverpool John Moores University, in the 1 October issue of the network's mailout.

"In fact," he wrote, "it looks as if we are in for yet another flip-flop."

Mr Peiser notes that Russia Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov actually said that the Protocol would be submitted to the Duma for ratification only after the government receives "further clarification of certain aspects" of the scheme.

Mr Fradkov made the cautionary statement at a news conference following a meeting with acting Dutch Prime Minister Gerrit Zalm in the Hague on Thursday, according to Interfax.

"This ratification has to meet the judicial aspects of all obligations that were signed earlier," Mr Fradkov said. 

"In submitting this document for ratification, the government is guided by a comprehensive analysis of this issue and chances to further clarify certain aspects," he said. 

"The issue is still being considered, but the document will be duly submitted to the State Duma if the government makes this decision," Mr Fradkov said. 

The decision to ratify the Protocol, if it has actually been made, is widely seen as a sop to the EU in order to gain support for Russia's bid "to win over the EU in WTO negotiations," as Hans Labohm put it in a Tech Central Station story.

Mr Labohm quotes Timofei Bordachyov, deputy editor of Russia in Global Politics, a political journal, as saying, "the Kyoto Protocol is only about the EU and only about the WTO."

Other sources point to a potential windfall from Kyoto for Russia of up to $US10 billion.

AFP cites a statement from Point Carbon, a Norway-based analysis and consultancy company, saying that if Russia was astute it could reap a rich harvest by 2012, the target date set by Kyoto for trimming greenhouse-gas emissions.

"Russia could earn up to 10 billion dollars (8.0 billion euros) by developing a sales strategy and restricting supply," it said in a press release, according to AFP.

"[And] if an overall trading strategy is developed, involving both buying and selling rather than just a pure sales strategy, Russia stands to earn even more," it said.

"[O]ne should not be surprised if [the Russians] come up with some preconditions -- which might be presented as 'clarification of minor points' -- which will be difficult to fulfill," said Mr Labohm. 

Russian presidential economic aide Andrei Illarionov, an outspoken critic of Kyoto, told Interfax that ratification of the Kyoto Protocol "is a political decision that Russia will make reluctantly," saying it would produce serious negative consequences for Russia both in the short term and in the long run.

"It is necessary to think about the steps that we need to take to minimize these consequences as much as possible," he said. 

"This document has no scientific foundation," he said. 

Mr Illarionov said he has studied this problem for three years and discussed it with many researchers, Interfax reported. 

"A number of key parameters concerning, in particular, temperatures have been distorted. Possibly, deliberately," he said. 

It is necessary to organize "proper research in the climate change field and study climate influence on human activity," he said. 

Interfax also reported that under the government's decision, described as a "tentative" approval, ministries and agencies will have three months to draw up a comprehensive plan of actions aimed at meeting the Kyoto Protocol's obligations and exercising the rights envisioned in it.

The New Zealand government had earlier enthusiastically welcomed what appeared to be a straightforward endorsement of Kyoto by the Kremlin.
Mr Hodgson, convenor of the ministerial group on climate change, said of the Russian decision: "This is a very positive step. I commend President Putin and his ministers for the leadership they are showing in wanting to do something meaningful to tackle climate change." 

BBC

New wildlife trade curbs sought 
An international conference on wildlife trade has opened in Thailand with calls for stronger curbs on illegal trafficking in rare animals and plants. 
In his opening speech, the Thai prime minister urged states to fight criminal gangs said to be involved in the trade. 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (Cites) is holding its bi-annual meeting in Asia for the first time. 

Delegates have been joined by pressure groups and thousands of observers. 

The meeting in Bangkok, the 13th of its kind, has some 50 proposals to work through. 

Delegates from 166 Cites member-states must decide the degree to which charismatic creatures such as the great white shark and the African elephant can be exploited commercially. 

	
	Local communities can benefit more from the whale watching industry than from an industry which kills whales and has a falling demand for the meat 
Lisa Kitson, Bermuda 



Other important decisions at the 12-day summit will affect the minke whale, which Japan believes is now numerous enough to be hunted for food; and the ramin timber tree, a tropical hardwood which conservationists say is coming under extreme pressure from legal and illegal logging. 

Some believe that the only means of conserving endangered animals and plants is to outlaw their exploitation altogether. 

Others think conservation would be better served if a sustainable trade was allowed to raise funds for better management programmes - with the African elephant often cited as the classic example of where this practice should operate. 

Levels of protection 
There is a sizeable lobby at this particular meeting that wants improved protection for a large reef fish known as the humphead wrasse, which is regarded as a delicacy in many Asian restaurants. 

Cites, which was signed in 1975, operates a classification system, in which threatened animals and plants are placed in one of three appendices. 

	
	DEGREES OF PROTECTION 

Appendix I: controls species whose existence is so threatened that trade is banned. Covers some 1,000 plants and animals, eg great apes 

Appendix II: Allows controlled trade, under a system of permits. Covers 4,100 animal species and 28,000 plants 

Appendix III: Contains 290 species that are protected in at least one country. 





It is to Appendix II, for example, that many nations with the support of environmentalists would like to elevate the humphead wrasse. Australia and Madagascar also seek similar protection for the great white shark. 

The trade in wildlife is worth billions of dollars a year and the Cites meetings are usually marked by a clash of interests, ideologies and cultures. 

In his speech, Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra warned that the world's bio-diversity was under threat and said governments had to work together more effectively to tackle wildlife smuggling. 

He also proposed a regional task-force for South-East Asia so police and customs officers can share information. 

The BBC's Simon Montlake in Bangkok says Thailand has become a hub for wildlife trafficking from South-East Asia and other regions into China and parts of North Asia. 

The biggest market for rare species in Asia is China, which has long used animal parts such as rhino horn in traditional medicine. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

Swarms of locusts return to Nouakchott

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - The locusts which emerged again early Saturday afternoon over Nouakchott for the third time in less than three months, continued their ballad this Sunday. The predators invaded the quasi totality of the communes and districts of Nouakchott, devastating the rare greenery of a city that is already suffering the effects of dessert. This phenomenon which recurred more than 24 hours ago had lasted more than experienced during the two previous invasions. Several officials from the rural development and environment ministry observed on Sunday that the current locust invasion that has hit the Sahel with Mauritania being the epicenter is making the country run the risk of total disaster with the destruction of crops and pasturelands.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058727&dte=03/10/2004
FAO raises US$21 million to fight locust in Africa
Paris, France (PANA) - The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has mobilized only US$21 million of the US$100 million it needs to tackle the locust threat in several Sahelian countries, an official of the UN agency has said here. Annie Monard, FAO locust control specialist, told a briefing session organized by the 'Club du Sahel' non-governmental organization Thursday that financial commitments made by donors have not been translated into disbursements because of bureaucratic red tapes. Monard, who warned against delays in the fight against the pests, also said some US$40 million had been promised the FAO but no one could say when the money would be released. The FAO official explained that the international community had remained deaf to alerts issued since 2003 about the risks of a large-scale locusts invasion in Sahelian countries and parts of the Maghreb. "As early as October 2003, we sounded the alarm on the risks of a locust threat in the Sahel and Maghreb areas. At the time, we only asked for US$9 million to take action. People did not listen to us. The consequence is that we now need 100 million dollars," Monard said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058545&dte=01/10/2004
Angola, Mozambique to cooperate in environment
Luanda, Angola (PANA) - Angola and Mozambique have signed a memorandum of understanding to cooperate in environmental development, official sources has said here. Angolan Urban Planning and Environment Minister Graciano Domingos and chairman of the Mozambican Environmental Fund Casimiro Pedro Sacadura Huate signed the agreement in the Luanda, the Angolan capital. The document includes proposals on how to create an environmental fund and mount certain forms of funding, environmental legislation, training and cooperation with international environmental bodies. Both parties also forged on mechanisms for cooperation in information exchange on the development of activities to limit damage to the environment. In the field of training, cooperation will cover environmental technology, promotion and evolution as well as the management of solid, hospital and industrial wastes. The accord has already entered into effect.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058669&dte=02/10/2004
Poaching Queen Goes to Prison
Cape Argus: The Scorpions are celebrating their first racketeering conviction in the Western Cape, having secured a 10-year jail term for Gansbaai's "godmother" of perlemoen poaching, Elizabeth Marx. The dictionary defines a racketeer as "a person engaged in illegal enterprises for profit", and the conviction - in terms of the Prevention of Organized Crime Act - is only the second of its kind in South African legal history. The 34-year-old Marx was the leader of a huge perlemoen poaching syndicate in the Walker Bay fishing town that was "bust" during a dawn raid by a Scorpions' team in November 2002. Some 50 people were, or are still being, prosecuted following the raid. In a plea bargain arrangement with Scorpions prosecutors, Marx was sentenced in the Hermanus Regional Court yesterday to 10 years in jail after pleading guilty to 423 racketeering offences and four counts of money laundering. Just over half of her sentence was suspended, and she will serve an effective four years and six months in jail. Her assets, estimated to be worth about R1 million and including a house in Hermanus and bail money which she paid on behalf of other syndicate members, were permanently forfeited to the state. Her brother, Ricardo Theart, also entered a plea bargain agreement and was sentenced to five years in jail, two suspended, after pleading guilty to 51 racketeering offences. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410010081.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Environment pledge of Games on track
By Liu Li (China Daily) - Updated: 2004-10-04 08:59 - Beijing organizers have been putting all their efforts together to fulfil the capital's pledge to make the 2008 Olympic Games green. 
"The Beijing Organizing Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG) has strived to protect the environment, preserve resources and maintain an ecological balance during the preparations for the great event," Vice-President of BOCOG Li Binghua said. 
…Beijing has vowed to make the 2008 Olympic Games an ozone layer-friendly one by refusing to use products made of ozone depleting substances (ODS). 
This is in response to an appeal from the United Nations Environment Programme after Beijing won the bid to host the Games, said Liu Yi, director of the international co-operation centre with the State Environmental Protection Administration.
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-10/04/content_379686.htm 

World ; UN officials hail Russian approval of Kyoto climate change treaty 
Keralanext, India , 1 October 2004 -World News, United Nations officials today welcomed the Russian Government's endorsement of the Kyoto Protocol regulating emissions linked to climate change - a move that brings the pact one step closer to enforcement. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed the move since the Protocol's entry into force would be the "essential first step in tackling the planetary challenge posed by climate change."
…Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), was optimistic Russian action to ratify the accord - it must be approved by the Parliament - would "breathe new life" into the international climate negotiations that resume in December in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=52143 


UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize winners visit Chengde
SHIJIAZHUANG, Oct. 3 (Xinhuanet) -- A group of 50 world environmental experts comprising Sasakawa Environment Prize winners, officials from the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and delegates of a Japanese foundation, visited Chengde in Hebei Province. 
    The group of experts recently inspected the city's progress in protecting the natural and urban environment, conserving water-resources and promoting green community construction. 
    The Sasakawa Environment Prize, given by the UNEP, is one of the most prestigious international environment prizes. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/03/content_2050062.htm 
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Bahrain

Thousands protest abattoir plan

[image: image37.jpg]



THOUSANDS of people demonstrated yesterday against plans to build a slaughterhouse in Hidd dry dock for Muharraq butchers.

More than 5,000 Hidd residents have signed a petition against Muharraq Municipal Council's decision to build the slaughterhouse in the area.

Protesters, led by Hidd's two representatives on the council, Mubarak Al Junaid, council vice-chairman, and member Sameer Khadim, gathered at the Hidd Co-operative Society and marched around the village

Mr Al Junaid told the GDN yesterday that the residents would never accept the building of a slaughterhouse in Hidd, even if the council voted in favour of it today.

"I don't know why the council wants to meet today, because their vote would be meaningless if the residents reject the proposal," he said.

"Residents have been complaining for so long about the environmental and health hazards which industries have been causing and building a slaughterhouse will further worsen the situation."

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=93082&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27196
Police 'to monitor dumping'

A NEW municipal police force could soon be set up to combat illegal rubbish dumping, land reclamation and other environment violations.

It has already been given the go-ahead by councillors in the Central Governorate and will now go to the Cabinet for approval.

If it gets the green light the municipal police force will have the same powers of arrest as regular police officers, although it will not come under the Interior Ministry.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=93081&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27196
Lebanon

UN backs study on mercury pollution

A STUDY on the magnitude of mercury pollution, which causes cancer, is to be supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) office in Bahrain.

Unep's West Asia regional office in Bahrain is organising a seminar on the topic in Beirut, Lebanon, next week.

It will be held in co-ordination with the Lebanese Environment Ministry and will be attended from Bahrain by Unep's acting regional director Dr Habib El Habr and regional industry officer Dr Basel Al Yousfi.

The seminar, scheduled for October 11 to 14, is extremely important for the region, said Dr El Habr.

"We are still not aware of the magnitude of the problem in the region," he told the GDN.

"As mercury is a cancer causing substance, its long-term effect has to be evaluated."

Dr Al Yousfi said industrial emission, medical wastes and discharges from old batteries were some of the sources of mercury pollution.

"As this pollution affects sea water, and in some cases the ground water due to improper landfill methods, there is a remote chance for fish and food items getting contaminated," he noted.

"Unep headquarters in Nairobi has proposed to make an indepth study of the problem.

"An analysis of hair and nail samples from people at random could throw light on the magnitude of the problem."

Dr Al Yousfi said the Beirut meeting would be attended by experts on the topic from different international organisations.

While in Beirut, Dr El Habr will attend the Arab Forum for the Rehabilitation and Development of the Occupied Palestinian Territories, as well as a meeting on the Eco-hydrology of Drylands in the Arab Region. 

Dr El Habr will also represent Unep in a high-level consultation meeting on natural resources and environment in Cairo next week.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=93083&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27196
Jordan

NGOs band together to protect environment 

The Kingdom is facing some serious environmental issues including a severe shortage of water, decreasing biodiversity and land and habitat degradation 

A group of environmental NGOs are applying the notion that unity is strength and are banding together in a committee in order to have a greater influence on the green debate. The committee will be able to present an aligned stance on environmental issues that will give them more impact on the decision making process, explained Masalha. 

Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) Director General Khalid Irani explained that although environment issues are on the national agenda, it is dealt with in isolation instead of being integral to planning and economic development. “Environment should be seen as an asset to a long-term strategy for economic development,” he noted. 

Irani said he would like the committee to agree on common priorities in order to lobby the government and raise awareness of environmental issues among the general public. 

The main benefits of a committee of environmental NGOs is that the government will take their concerns more seriously, they will build a network of groups working on similar issues and have knowledge of the projects and work of other environmental NGOs, said Fadi Sharaiha, executive director of the Royal Marine Conservation Society (RMCS). 

However, both Sharaiha and Irani maintain that each NGO will preserve their separate projects and goals. Every organisation has their own mandate but there is much room for co-ordination and support, Sharaiha said. 

The committee will be composed of 40 NGOs directly or indirectly involved in environmental issues. The JES initiated the process and other participating organisations include the RSCN and the RMCS. 

The environmental movement began around 15 or 20 years ago in the Kingdom, said Masalha. The response from the public has so far been good and there has been steady progress. However, it is time to band together in a clear and practical coordinating body, he said. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews7.htm
UAE

Sharjah finalises plans to mark eco-day

Sharjah Municipality is making the final preparations to celebrate the annual environment day on October 14. The celebration will feature various environmental activities taking place that will be organised following the directives of His Highness Dr Shaikh Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Member of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah who places the environmental events and ways of preserving environment as a priority in the emirate. Sharjah Municipality will celebrate the event by issuing and distributing various booklets that discuss successful ways of preserving environment. 

Engineer Yehia bin Ramadan Al Baloushi, Head of Environment Protection Department at the civic body said that one of the booklets will offer detailed information related to environment protection for stations responsible to wash, maintain and polish cars. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/october/theuae_october22.xml
_________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council urges countries to contribute forces to protect UN in Iraq

*
Mandate of UN mission in DR of Congo expanded, troops added

*
Chad steps up security at UN camps after three refugees are killed

*
Annan condemns deadly terrorist bombing of mosque in Pakistan

*
UN appeals for $59 million to help hurricane victims in Haiti and Grenada

*
More nations join UN group pushing peace in conflict-prone Central Africa 

*
UN agency boosts anti-locust efforts in West Africa thanks to extra funding

*
Poor countries need help in managing ageing populations – Annan

*
UN helps Liberian refugees return to their homeland as peace takes hold

*
Annan voices serious concern over bomb attack wounding Lebanese official

*
More needs to be done quickly to achieve Millennium Goals, UN official says

*
General Assembly asked to consider draft resolution on human cloning

*
UN agency helps Indonesian refugees relocate in Papua New Guinea

* * * *

Iraq

1 October – The Security Council today welcomed proposals by Secretary-General Kofi Annan regarding security arrangements for the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), including close protection troops for senior UN staff, and urged Members States to contribute to the units.

The safety of UN personnel and premises has been a top issue surrounding the return of the United Nations to Iraq ever since two bomb attacks against the world body’s offices in Baghdad last year led to the eventual withdrawal of all international staff.

The first blast on 19 August 2003 killed 22 people, including the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello, and wounded scores of others. A month later a second explosion near the premises killed a security guard and left 19 others injured.

In a letter to the Council, the Secretary-General calls for international security staff, protection coordination officers, personal security details and guard units in addition to protection provided by the United States-led multinational force, which would be responsible for security throughout the country.

Among their tasks, the different elements would be responsible for close protection of senior UNAMI personnel when they travel outside of headquarters and security at UN premises and access control to headquarters.

The Council’s response came in the form of a letter approved during an open meeting. Mr. Annan’s spokesman said the exchange of letters between the Secretary-General and the Security Council was intended to provide a legal framework for this arrangement.

Asked about progress in obtaining troops for the security elements, Fred Eckhard said there was nothing to announce yet. While there were reports that one country would provide assistance, there was nothing to confirm pending a final agreement, he added.

Underscoring the dangerous situation in Iraq, the chief of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Carol Bellamy, yesterday said that the killing of dozens of children in Baghdad was an “unconscionable slaughter of innocents.”

Ms. Bellamy said that it was obvious that no regard was shown for the presence of children at the site of the bombing. “The killing of children is a crime and a moral outrage,” she said, adding that Iraq is one of the most dangerous places in the world for children.

* * *

DR of Congo

1 October – The Security Council today expanded the mandate United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) and authorized an increase in its troop strength, but stopped short of raising levels to what Secretary-General Kofi Annan said would be needed in the war-torn central African country.

Speaking after the Council unanimously adopted a resolution on the increase, the Secretary-General said the move would “contribute to improving the Mission’s operational capabilities which are severely under-resourced at the moment.”

But he also warned that “the newly approved ceiling of 16,700 in total falls well below the figure of 23,900 troops and 507 civilian police personnel that I had recommended” in the latest report on MONUC.

In order to adapt the new reality to the report’s recommendations – which he pointed out “were made on different assumptions” – the Secretary-General asked officials in the UN’s peacekeeping department to revise the Mission’s concept of operations accordingly.

Mr. Annan stressed his view that the military and police strength he recommended “is the minimum required to effectively meet the current challenges” in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and voiced hope that the Council would “favourably revisit the issue of MONUC’s requirements in the future.”

The Secretary-General’s comments today were consistent with the position he put forward in a letter to the Council on 7 September voicing extreme concern about the volatile conditions in the DRC.

In late May and early June, the brief seizure of the important eastern town of Bukavu by ethnic Tutsi, or Banyamulenge, military dissidents, led by Gen. Laurent Nkunda and Col. Jules Mutebusi, spread violence to other parts of the eastern region, especially the Kivus.

Tens of thousands fled their homes during clashes in July between central government forces and dissident troops around Lake Kivu.

That same month, scores of people died during fighting in Ituri Province between the Front des Nationalistes et Intégrationnistes (FNI) and the Forces Armées du Peuple Congolais (FAPC).

The regional implications of these clashes were underscored in mid-August when some 160 Banyamulenge were massacred at a refugee camp in Burundi – an atrocity Mr. Annan pointed to in his letter to Council members. “The possibility of a further deterioration cannot be ruled out, given the speed with which events are unfolding,” he warned, calling for urgent reinforcements to MONUC while urging support for the long-term proposals seeking to double the overall troop strength.

By its resolution today, the Council extended the Mission’s mandate through March 2005, and gave it a series of new responsibilities, including ensuring the protection of civilians “under imminent threat of violence.”

The resolution also called on MONUC to inspect – without notice if necessary – aircraft cargo and other traffic in North and South Kivu and Ituri in fulfilment of the ban on arms trading in the area. It also mandated MONUC to collect and dispose of arms and materiel that is found in the DRC in violation of international sanctions. The Mission will have to observe and report on troop movements and the presence of foreign forces in military hotspots.

The Council also laid out a series of tasks for MONUC to carry out in support of the DRC Government of National Unity and Transition, including contributing to an improvement in security conditions and assisting in the promotion and protection of human rights.

Member States, the international community and donors were called on to support the transition process and were encouraged to provide assistance to the Government. Those with influence were particularly encouraged to apply political and economic pressure to ensure that the neighbouring countries are taking steps to cease all support to armed groups in the DRC.

* * *

Sudan

1 October – Chadian authorities are tightening security in and around 10 United Nations refugee camps in the east of the country – where more than 200,000 Sudanese people have gathered after fleeing violence in the Darfur region – after three refugees were killed there in the past week amid rising tensions with locals.

Some 180 Chadian gendarmes have started patrols around the camps and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has handed over nine vehicles for the gendarmes to use, UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told reporters today in Geneva.

Mr. Redmond said the refugees and the authorities blame Chadian nomads for their recent spate of violent attacks, adding the local population was not considered responsible.

“Nevertheless, the incidents are indicative of increasing tension between the refugees and the local population due to a lack of resources,” he said. “While the Sudanese refugees were openly welcomed by Chadians belonging to the same ethnic groups when they crossed the border, there is some resentment among local people who now say the refugees in the camps live better than they do.”

Last Friday, a man on camelback shot a refugee tending his animals about 20 kilometres from the Mile camp. The refugee later died in a hospital. Then on Monday, two refugees were killed for unknown motives between the towns of Mile and Iriba.

In other incidents, eight armed men on horseback stole 100 sheep from a refugee who had been guarding them and another refugee was shot in the arm and badly wounded while guarding his animals near Mile.

Last week five men attacked five girls and two boys who had left the Kounoungo camp to gather firewood. One of the girls was also raped.

Meanwhile, in a progress report on the activities of the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS), Secretary-General Kofi Annan says the Mission’s work has greatly expanded since it was set up earlier this year because it now includes the crisis in Darfur.

UNAMIS was established by the Security Council in June in anticipation of a peace agreement being reached in the long-running civil war in southern Sudan, where 3 million people need humanitarian relief after more than two decades of conflict.

Peace talks between the Sudanese Government and the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) are scheduled to resume in Naivasha, Kenya, later this month.

But since then the Council has asked UNAMIS to assist the African Union (AU) with its work in Darfur, where thousands of people have been killed and 1.65 million people are displaced.

Mr. Annan says “the logistical challenges alone are considerable, and there are expected to be numerous political challenges throughout the implementation period.”

* * *

Pakistan

1 October – Deploring a deadly terrorist bomb blast inside a mosque in Pakistan today, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said “no cause or motive can justify attacks on places of worship and innocent civilians.”

“The Secretary-General condemns this cowardly act in the strongest terms,” his spokesman said in a statement issued at UN Headquarters in New York. “He also calls for calm and restraint in the wake of this dastardly act.”

At least 19 people were killed and dozens of others injured when a bomb exploded inside a mosque in the eastern Pakistani city of Sialkot during Friday prayers, according to media reports.

* * *
Haiti/Grenada

1 October – United Nations humanitarian agencies today appealed for $59 million to help the people of Haiti and Grenada survive and start to reconstruct their lives in the wake of the series of deadly hurricanes and tropical storms that swept the Caribbean region recently.

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland told reporters that Haiti needs almost $32 million and Grenada requires $27 million, just to cover the next six months. So far only $5 million has been received for each country.

In Haiti, more than 1,500 people have been killed and at least 900 others are missing after Tropical Storm Jeanne brought floods and mudslides to the north of the country two weeks ago, according to the national authorities. In Grenada, government estimates say dozens are dead and 90 per cent of homes were damaged or destroyed when Hurricane Ivan struck on 7 September.

An unusually high number of hurricanes have lashed the Caribbean this season, bringing casualties and causing damage from the United States to Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Egeland said the impact on Haiti and Grenada, however, was so much worse that “many of the other hurricane-affected societies of the Caribbean have begged us to concentrate on Grenada and Haiti, saying that they will try to cope on their own.”

UN agencies say more than $12 million of the Haiti appeal has been designated for food and health care, while establishing and maintaining clean water and sanitation services is expected to cost almost $5 million. Funds will also be spent on education, agriculture and on trying to kick-start the country’s fragile economy.

In Grenada, the focus is more on helping to rebuild the thousands of shattered homes and buildings; almost $9 million is needed for shelter there, according to UN agencies.

Mr. Egeland said it was also important to look beyond the short-term humanitarian needs and consider what should be done to ameliorate the impact of future natural disasters in the Caribbean. He called for better early-warning systems and said countries should be more prepared to respond once a disaster strikes. 

Mr. Egeland noted that Cuba, for example, suffered relatively little damage from Hurricane Ivan when it struck last month, even though it was a more severe storm than the one that lashed Haiti.

He described the situation in northern Haiti as a “social and environmental catastrophe: there are no trees left that can hold [the] water and mudslides back that caused the catastrophe.”

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (known by its French acronym of MINUSTAH), which is trying to expedite the number of deployed troops so that it can help with relief efforts, now has 3,089 peacekeepers on the ground.

In Gonaïves, the worst-affected city, contingents of troops from Argentina and Uruguay are providing medical assistance and escorting convoys of trucks carrying food and water, MINUSTAH reported.

Meanwhile, in Grenada a survey by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) has shown that half of the nation’s estimated 110,000 citizens are homeless and in need of basic supplies.

The survey also indicates the devastation caused to Grenada’s tourism industry, its biggest foreign exchange earner, ahead of the normally profitable winter holiday season.

* * *

Great Lakes

1 October – Angola, the Central African Republic, the Republic of the Congo and Sudan have signed on as members of the International Conference on the Great Lakes region, a United Nations-initiated summit that will try to resolve the many problems bedevilling Central Africa.

The inclusion of the four countries “will usher in a fresh dynamism to the process,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative to the Great Lakes region Ibrahima Fall said today in Nairobi.

The first of the Conference’s two summits on peace, security, democracy and development in the Great Lakes region is slated to take place in the Tanzanian city of Dar-es-Salaam next month. Heads of State from across the region are expected to attend.

Proposed by Mr. Annan, established by the Security Council and co-sponsored by the African Union (AU), the Conference aims to foster agreement on enduring and mutually acceptable strategies for tackling the long-running problems in the Great Lakes. That vast area has been beset by conflict since most countries gained their independence, with many wars spilling over into, and destabilizing, neighbouring States.

The four additional members had already been involved in preliminary discussions for the Conference. Their new status means they can now fully participate at a major preparatory meeting in Kinshasa later this month.

The other members of the Conference are Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.

* * *

Locusts

1 October – The United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) has stepped up its efforts to control the swarms of crop-devouring desert locusts across West Africa after donors responded to the agency’s urgent appeal for more funds by giving $10 million in the past two weeks.

Since FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf issued his appeal on 17 September, donors have handed over $14.7 million in cash, up from $4 million previously, while another $40 million has also been pledged.

FAO is now assisting 13 nations to fight the locusts, which have infested an estimated 3 million to 4 million hectares of land across West Africa since the middle of this year.

Driven by dry season winds, many of the insects are travelling large distances to find fresh vegetation, threatening what had been anticipated as bumper grain harvests for much of the region.

Clive Elliott, a senior officer with FAO’s Locust Group, said some countries are still facing serious shortages of pesticides and aircraft, despite the funding surge. “More support is urgently needed to protect crops and pasture and extend locust control activities, in particular transport and spraying planes, but also helicopters,” he said.

Mali, Niger and Senegal are the worst-affected by the locust plagues, but the problem stretches from some of Cape Verde’s islands – hundreds of kilometres into the Atlantic Ocean – in the west to as far east as Sudan, Eritrea and Yemen. One swarm in northwest Mauritania is reportedly 70 kilometres long.

With the help of FAO, national authorities have so far treated almost 500,000 hectares with pesticides that have been chosen to make sure they are legally registered in each country.

The agency said some of the funds are also being used to buy communications equipment to help track the swarm, as well as protective clothing to help those dealing directly with the locusts.

* * *

International Day of Older Persons

1 October – The global trend towards ageing populations will be felt most acutely in developing countries which have only limited resources to respond to the challenges involved, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in observance of the International Day of Older Persons.

“The challenge will be to ensure that those countries do not experience the ageing of their societies as a burden, but derive from it added value and opportunities for development through an actively engaged older population,” Mr. Annan said in a message on the Day, which is observed each year on 1 October.

This year’s theme – “Older Persons in an Intergenerational Society” – recognizes the important role that older persons play in their families, communities and societies.

“Older persons suffer because of outdated stereotypes that depict them as frail and needing care,” the 66-year old Secretary-General said. “What is overlooked is that many older persons, far from receiving care, actually provide care for others – as with grandparents who care for grandchildren while the parents go to work.”

The Second World Assembly on Ageing, held two years ago in Madrid, marked a turning point in the international community’s thinking by recognizing ageing as a global phenomenon which must be included in the international development agenda.

“Among its many recommendations, the Madrid Plan encouraged Governments to review policies to ensure generational equity, and to promote the idea of mutual support and solidarity between generations as key elements of social development,” Mr. Annan said.

“Only in this way can we hope to build a truly intergenerational society,” he concluded.

* * *
Liberia

1 October – In a sign of recovery in war-ravaged Liberia, the United Nations refugee agency today began a massive repatriation effort which will bring home 340,000 Liberians scattered throughout West Africa over the course of the next three years.

“This is obviously a reflection of new hope,” spokesman Ron Redmond of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) told the press in Geneva.

The first airlift of nearly 100 refugees was slated to head today from the Ghanaian capital of Accra to Monrovia, the capital of Liberia.

Momentum for the repatriation is expected to pick up pace as the nationwide disarmament process heads towards completion at the end of the month. 

The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) just launched the final round of that effort, with approximately 1,000 combatants of the armed group Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) expected to turn in their weapons during this stage. 

As stability takes hold, 50,000 refugees have gone back to Liberia so far this year on their own, often using risky methods of transport, according to UNHCR.

The agency’s facilitated repatriation includes safe transport and a “dignified return,” Mr. Redmond said. Once in Liberia, returning refugees will receive food rations, supplies, and HIV/AIDS information.

UNHCR has also been working with communities to rehabilitate and construct schools, water and sanitation systems, shelter, bridges and roads, which were all severely damaged during the 14-year conflict.

The agency is seeking $39 million for its Liberia operations but has so far received less than half that.

* * * 

Lebanon

1 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed his serious concern over the car bombing in Beirut that wounded a former member of Lebanon’s Cabinet and killed another person.

“He reiterates his abhorrence of such violent acts,” a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan said, referring to the attack against former Economy Minister Marwan Hamadeh.

The Secretary-General also expressed his condolences to the family of Ghazi Bou Karoum, who was killed in the attack, and wished for the speedy recovery of those injured.

* * *
Bretton Woods

1 October – While the international community has taken important steps to increase its official development assistance, much more needs to be done, and done quickly, to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a senior United Nations official said today.

The Goals are a set of eight, time-bound targets that seek to restructure the world’s social fabric, from slashing extreme poverty and hunger to curbing infant mortality and major diseases to improving access to education and health care for all – all by 2015.
Speaking at the annual meeting of the Bretton Woods institutions in Washington, D.C., Jose Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, also called for “a bold and innovative approach to...improving the voice and representation of developing countries in the governance structures of the multilateral financial institutions.”
Mr. Ocampo’s remarks came at the meeting of the Group of 24 (G-24), a chapter of the G-77 coalition established in 1971 to coordinate the positions of developing countries on international monetary and development finance issues and to ensure that their interests are adequately represented in negotiations on international monetary matters.
The Washington-based Bretton Woods institutions, founded in July 1944 at the UN Monetary and Financial Conference held in the New Hampshire town for which they are named, comprise the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.

Mr. Ocampo is scheduled to address the Development Committee tomorrow.

* * *
Cloning

1 October – The Legal Committee of the United Nations General Assembly is being asked to adopt a resolution that would set in motion the drafting of an international convention banning reproductive human cloning.

A draft resolution, sponsored by 57 nations and tabled this week, calls for a global pact against human cloning because it “is unethical, morally reproachable and contrary to due respect for the human person.”

The resolution states that such a treat would not ban “the use of nuclear transfer or other cloning techniques to produce DNA molecules, organs, plants, tissues, [and] cells other than human embryos or animals other than human beings.”

The resolution urges States to ban any research or experiments aimed at human cloning in their own territories pending the drafting of an international convention.

It also calls for States and others to direct funds that might have been used for human cloning to “pressing global issues in developing countries,” citing famine, infant mortality and the HIV/AIDS pandemic as examples.

The issue of how and/or whether the world should regulate human cloning technology has in recent times divided the General Assembly: in 2003, delegates agreed to postpone any debate on the subject until this session.

* * *

Papua New Guinea

1 October – With the youngest in the group travelling in her mother’s shoulder bag, the United Nations refugee agency today helped 185 men, women and children from Indonesia’s Papua province complete the first phase of their voluntary relocation in neighbouring Papua New Guinea (PNG).

A plane chartered by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) transferred the group from the border town of Vanimo in Sandaun province in PNG’s north to the remote mining town of Kiunga in Western province. Later the refugees will travel by boat to Rampsite, about an hour upstream on the Fly River, from where they will be taken by tractor to their destination, the nearby town of East Awin.

The youngest in the group, a two-month-old girl, was carried in her mother’s bilum, a local type of shoulder bag.

UNHCR’s Representative in PNG Johann Siffointe said the promise of more land, better health and education services, and the opportunity to acquire greater residency rights had persuaded the refugees to leave Vanimo.

“The move is an important first step in the integration of the refugees into Papua New Guinea,” he said, adding they will be able to grow vegetables and raise chickens and pigs on the land allocated to them in East Awin, where there are also established schools and health clinics.

Mr. Siffointe said the complex move could become a model for voluntary relocations around the world.

The PNG Government designated East Awin as a suitable relocation area for refugees and asylum seekers, and it has since leased 6,000 hectares from traditional landowners. Some 2,500 refugees from Papua province in Indonesia are already settled there.

Today’s group were among a batch of 460 people who arrived in Vanimo in December 2000. They were part of a wider wave of pro-independence refugees from Indonesia’s adjacent Papua province – formerly known as Irian Jaya – who settled on the PNG side of the border since the late 1960s. Many have subsequently returned to Indonesia.

UNHCR said it would provide the refugees with food, tarpaulin, tools, soap, mosquito nets and other relief items to help ease their transfer in East Awin.

* *** *

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
AND SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, and the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, will be joining us today to talk about the UN Flash Appeals in response to the recent natural disasters in Haiti and Grenada.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman regarding an event in Pakistan:

“The Secretary-General has learned with dismay and abhorrence the reports of a terrorist attack on a mosque in the town of Sialkot in Pakistan during Friday prayers today, which has killed and injured a large number of worshipers.  No cause or motive can justify attacks on places of worship and innocent civilians.  The Secretary-General condemns this cowardly act in the strongest terms.  He also calls for calm and restraint in the wake of the dastardly act.”

**Lebanon
The Security Council has now received advance copies of the Secretary-General’s report pursuant to resolution 1559.

The resolution, among other things, calls on all remaining foreign troops to leave Lebanon and the disbanding and disarmament of all Lebanese and non-Lebanese militias.

A senior UN official will brief you on background in this room immediately after Mr. Egeland’s briefing.

**The Sudan -- Arbour
Following yesterday’s Security Council consultations on the Sudan, High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour told reporters that the Council had received a briefing on the mission that she and Special Adviser for the Prevention for Genocide Juan Mendez had made to Darfur.

Most importantly, Arbour said, they had highlighted the recommendation that there should be an international police presence in Darfur to monitor and assist the Sudanese police in their tasks, particularly in and around camps for displaced persons.

She noted that in some camps the number of police is clearly insufficient, but even when the police presence has substantially increased, people have no confidence in it, she said.  Some IDPs have claimed that they recognized some police officers as former Janjaweed elements, she said.

She added, in response to a question, that she did not see conditions that were conducive to safe and voluntary return.  Arbour has said that the camp residents were “trapped in prisons without walls”.

Juan Mendez told reporters that “we have not turned a corner” in terms of preventing genocide from happening in the future, or even the near future.  Genocide could still happen, he said, and therefore, we need to prevent it.

**The Sudan -- Chad
The UN High Commissioner for Refugees and Chadian authorities are stepping up efforts to improve security in and around refugee camps in eastern Chad in the wake of increasing violence against Sudanese refugees.  Three refugees have been killed in recent days.

The 180 Chadian gendarmes, 20 of whom are women, deployed under an agreement between UNHCR and the Chadian Government, have begun patrols in and around the refugee camps. 

**Security Council
Today is the first day of the U.K. Presidency of the Security Council for the month of October.

As is customary, the President, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, is holding bilateral meetings on the month’s programme.

Then, at 3:30 p.m., the Council will hold a meeting on its response to the Secretary-General’s letter regarding close protection troops for UN staff in Iraq.

It will be followed by a meeting to vote on a resolution on the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, whose mandate expires today.

**Iraq -- UNICEF
The head of the UN Children’s Fund yesterday said that the killing of dozens of children in Baghdad was an “unconscionable slaughter of innocents”.

Carol Bellamy said it was obvious that no regard was shown for the presence of children at the site of the bombing.  She added, “The killing of children is a crime and a moral outrage.”

Iraq is one of the most dangerous places in the world for children, Bellamy said.

**Haiti
According to the UN Mission in Haiti, the total number of peacekeepers currently in that country is 3,089.

In Gonaives, the Argentinean contingent is escorting two daily convoys of trucks carrying food and water to the warehouse of the non-governmental organization CARE.  It is also providing medical assistance to some 1,900 injured Haitians per day at premises set up in the University of Haiti.  And additional support is being provided by 141 Uruguayan troops who arrived in Gonaïves on 26 September.

Further details regarding humanitarian assistance, as well as military, police and civil activities, political affairs and gender issues are available in the Highlights issued in Port-au-Prince by the UN Mission. 

**Grenada
In connection with the launching today of a UN Flash Appeal for Grenada and Haiti, the UN Development Programme has issued a survey of the damage created by Hurricane Ivan on Grenada.

The survey shows that Ivan destroyed 9 out of 10 homes on the island, leaving more than half the country’s 110,000 citizens homeless and in desperate need of basic supplies.  It also says that Grenada’s biggest foreign exchange earner -- its tourism industry –- has been shattered just before the crucial winter holiday season.

**Great Lakes
Angola, the Central African Republic, and the Republic of Congo, along with the Sudan, have been accepted as core members to the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region.  Their membership brings the total number of core countries to 11.

The request by these States to be full-fledged members is based on the position that they are always directly affected by events within the Great Lakes region, especially in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The next meeting to prepare for the Conference will be held in Kinshasa from 19 to 23 October.  Further information is available in a press release.

**FAO/Locust Update
The Food and Agriculture Organization says that desert locust control operations have been expanded in West Africa, but countries are still facing serious shortages of pesticides and the aircraft to spray them. 

FAO now has $14.7 million on hand to increase pest control operations, with a further $40 million of pledged contributions –- around $12 million have been promised by donors but are awaiting confirmation.  FAO is providing around $6 million from its own resources. 

Around 3 to 4 million hectares of land are now estimated to be infested in West Africa, with Mauritania, Mali, Niger and Senegal currently the countries most severely affected.  We have more in an FAO press release upstairs.

**SG/Day of Older Persons
Populations in developing countries will age most rapidly in the coming century –- yet those countries have only limited economic resources with which to respond to the ageing of their societies.  That’s part of the Secretary-General’s message to mark this year’s International Day of Older Persons, which is today.

He adds that the challenge will be to ensure that those countries don’t experience the ageing of their societies as a burden -– but derive from it added value and opportunities for development through an actively engaged older population.

We have copies of his full message upstairs.

**Liberia
The UN refugee agency announced the start today of a massive, three-year voluntary repatriation programme to return home some 340,000 Liberian refugees scattered throughout West Africa during 14 years of civil war.

The agency says this is a real milestone in the recovery of a country that not so long ago seemed hopelessly mired in conflict, corruption and misery.

Meanwhile, with the deadline for the disarmament of Liberia’s warring factions set to expire in just one month, the UN Mission in Liberia has launched the final round of its nation-wide disarmament programme.

Approximately 1,000 combatants of the armed group Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) in three south-eastern counties are expected to turn in their weapons during this last round.

**Ocampo/Bretton Woods
The international community has taken important steps to increase its official development assistance, but much more needs to be done, and it needs to be done more quickly in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

That was the message this morning of UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, Jose Antonio Ocampo, when he addressed the annual meetings of the Bretton Woods institutions, in Washington, D.C.

He also called for improvements in the way developing countries are represented in the governance structures of the multilateral financial institutions.

Tomorrow, he’ll address the Development Committee of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

**Press Conference on Monday
Press conferences:  On Monday, 12:30 in this room, Ambassador Jones Parry of the UK, will brief you on the Security Council’s work programme for the month of October.

Delegations are invited to watch this briefing in Studio 4, located in the First Basement.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And we have the Week Ahead at the UN for you, to help you plan your coverage of the UN next week.

That’s all I have.  Yes, Akram?

Questions and Answers
Question:  What is the number of those children who were injured or killed in Iraq?  The same question goes for those who were massacred at the mosque in Pakistan?

Spokesman:  You want to know numbers?

Question:  Yes.

Spokesman:  I’m afraid we’re not in a position to give anything authoritative on numbers in Iraq.  We don’t have enough presence in Iraq.  David?

Question:  Resolution 1546, I believe, called for a distinctive entity to be created to protect the UN in Iraq.  Is it correct to understand that this letter, and the report that came before it, is basically the structure the SG would like to see for that force?

Spokesman:  Well, the structure, I think we’ve already explained to you, covers a close protection element for the leaders of the mission when they travel outside of headquarters, a larger group to protect headquarters locations and then a final level of protection to be provided by the multinational force throughout the country.

I don’t know whether this letter goes into that specific detail, but that’s the overall structure of the protection that we’re looking for in Iraq.

Question:  What exactly is this letter looking for?  My understanding is it’s an administrative matter of trying to get the Security Council to approve the Secretary-General’s plan so that he can get the financing and logistics in place.  Is that correct? 

Spokesman:  Yes.  The first two elements will be recruited by the United Nations, and the third is recruited by the multinational force.  So this is just getting the Security Council’s blessing for that [to provide the legal framework for it].

Question:  If I could have another line on that, if you don’t mind? Of the first two being recruited by the UN, what is the progress that you could report as of now?

Spokesman:  We have nothing to announce as yet.  I think you might have seen reports that a given nation has offered us close support elements.       But until we have finally concluded the agreement with that country, including for its equipment, we will have nothing to announce or to confirm. 

Question:  Just one more follow-up?  Does this letter in any way recognize the inability of the UN to recruit these forces, and does it indicate any sort of change of approach by the Secretary-General in recognition of that inability to find forces, or is it as resolution 1546 outlines? 

Spokesman:  It’s no secret that we have approached a large number of potential troop contributors for this protection element in Iraq and have been largely unsuccessful.  We’re in a negotiation now, as I’ve indicated, that we hope will provide the first two elements.  So let’s just wait and see if we can wrap up this negotiation.  Abdurrahim?

Question:  Fred, the SG’s report, this one to Security Council resolution 1559.  It’s obvious that the SG has spoken to various parties, can you tell us in the context specifically of Lebanon, who exactly he talked to in Lebanon for purposes of compiling this report?

Spokesman:  I’m not going to comment on a report that has only been unofficially circulated in the Council.  As we mentioned to you, as we announced, there will be a background briefing on that report following this briefing and you can put that question to the background briefer.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
I have one more thing before I ask Jan Egeland to come up.  I have a statement to you attributable to the Spokesman regarding the Lebanon car bombing:

“The Secretary-General expresses his serious concern over the car bombing in Beirut that wounded former Minister of Economy Marwan Hamadeh this morning.  He reiterates his abhorrence of such violent acts.  The Secretary-General expresses his condolences to the family of Ghazi Bou Karoum, who was killed in the attack and wishes for the speedy recovery of those injured.”

Jan, why don’t you come up? And following Jan, we’ll have Djibril Diallo on the General Assembly.

[Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland’s briefing is covered separately].

I’ll ask Djibril Diallo now to come up to talk to you about the General Assembly.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you, Fred.

You’ll recall that Haiti and the Dominican Republic were given the floor at the opening of the general debate and the result has been that there was great sensitization of the international community as a result of that exercise.  And also linked to the previous speaker’s briefing, I would like to report to you the great concern that was expressed by speakers in the general debate on the issue of doing everything possible, as a matter of urgency, to deal with the degradation of the environment.  And there was insistence in particular, on the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol.

I’d like to very briefly give you some facts that come out of the general debate, which ended yesterday.  And as of Monday, we go to the next phase of the General Assembly, which is really the work of the committees.

We had only one MemberState out of 191 that did not intervene.  That is Somalia.  And added to that, we have the Holy See and the Observer Mission of Palestine.  Again, history was made this year because never before had the Holy See intervened in the general debate portion of the General Assembly.  This follows the resolution that I had talked to you about in my earlier briefings.

Of the 190 statements by Member States, 121 statements talked about reform of the United Nations.  Of this, 140 States spoke specifically about the reform of the Security Council.  Number one, the majority of States indicated their preference for the enlargement of the Security Council in the permanent and non-permanent membership.  Number two, there was a group of speakers that wished for the enlargement of the Security Council only in the non-permanent membership, not for the permanent members.  And there was a third category of speakers that was ready to accept the enlargement of the Security Council no matter what the final option adopted.

And in this connection, the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, told delegates that he will do everything possible to try and reach a consensus on this issue during the present General Assembly

The other item has been the revitalization of the General Assembly.  A large number of delegations recognized the need for comprehensive reforms of the United Nations to ensure that the Organization has its own capacity to face the current challenges to peace and development.  And in that connection, the General Assembly, the delegations said, was the central organ of the United Nations, the only one with universal membership.  Therefore, they said, the General Assembly must become more than an annual forum where Member States focus carefully on critical topics.

Another issue that I would like to bring to your attention on behalf of the president of the General Assembly is the concern expressed by Member States at the slow pace in achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  And the Member States also expressed interest in the summit in 2005, which is usually known as MDGs + Five.  There was interest in focusing on the needs of landlocked and small island countries, and in the area of economics, particular emphasis was placed on the situation of Africa and the need to support the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).

The other issues I have already mentioned here are the fight against terrorism, reinforcing measures to prevent armed conflict, control of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and so on.

I have the statement by the President of the General Assembly that goes into more details about some of the other issues that came out the statements of the 190 MemberStates plus the two observer missions.

Questions, please?  Yes, please, go ahead.

Question:  You mentioned 190 statements, 121 talked about reform of the UN, and of those 146 or 14?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  One-four-zero spoke about the reform of the Security Council.

Question:  So that’s more than the number that spoke about reform of the UN?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yes.

Question:  Okay, so overall reform 121, but Security Council reform one-four-zero?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  140.  One-four-zero.  Yes, please?

Question:  So the General Assembly didn’t touch on the veto power?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I think what I try to do is to give you broad areas.  Obviously, the General Assembly said that the work of the current session needed to build on the work of the fifty-eighth. Session.  As you may recall, the veto power was among the five issues that the previous session focused upon.  But the majority of the States focused on the points that I mentioned to you.  Obviously, there will be others who would have mentioned those.  But I just gave you the key issues that were the focus of the majority of the statements.

Thank you.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Okay.  So we will now ask UN Television to shut down and give you a few minutes.  The background briefing will start in a few minutes.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK "Russian" ��ENS - Russian Government Approves Kyoto Climate Protocol� 


� HYPERLINK "session" ��TASS - HEADLINE: PACE session to center on terrorism and developments in Chechnya�


� HYPERLINK "kyoto" ��Newsday.com - Kyoto treaty becomes global law, flaws and all�


� HYPERLINK "paves" ��Chicago Tribune - Russia paves way for emissions pact Treaty aimed at global warming�


� HYPERLINK "cold" ��IndependentonLine - Kyoto protocol comes in from the cold�


� HYPERLINK "from" ��SciDev.Net - Kyoto protocol comes in from the cold�


� HYPERLINK "but" ��The Associated Press - Russia's Kyoto Protocol move gets wide welcome, but environmentalists looking to next treaty�


� HYPERLINK "treaty" ��The Chicago Tribune - Cabinet backs treaty to curb global warming�


� HYPERLINK "pact" ��The Boston Globe - RUSSIAN CABINET OK'S KYOTO PACT�


� HYPERLINK "minefield" ��The Financial Times - Step carefully in the memento minefield�


� HYPERLINK "pollution" ��Daily News (Bahrain) - UN backs study on mercury pollution�


� HYPERLINK "La" ��La Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno  - La Tunisia centro dell’energia rinnovabile�


� HYPERLINK "come" ��La Stampa - La Tunisia come cuore delle energie rinnovabili
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