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Let's save the marine world from extinction

     By Klaus Toepfer

     From Monday, delegates from across the globe will descend on Durban to chart the way forward for

     the world's national parks and protected areas.

     This once-in-a-decade event is both cause for celebration and cause for concern. It is well over

     100 years since the creation of the first, modern, protected area - Yellowstone National Park in

     the United States.

     Over 10% of the Earth's land surface has now been afforded protection and there are countless

     examples of success stories for both people and wildlife as a result. 

     The same, however, cannot be said for the marine world. 

     Indeed figures to be released at the International Union for the Conversation of Nature and

     Natural Resources' 5th World Parks Congress by United Nations Environment Programme's World

     Conservation Monitoring Centre will show that less than 1% of the oceans and seas have been

     given the same kind of protection.

     It is not all doom and gloom. Australia, for example, has just unveiled proposals to create large

     swathes of "no-take areas" across Queensland's Great Barrier Reef. 

     These no-take areas, in which fishing and extractive industries such as mining and dredging will

     be banned, will cover roughly one third of the 350 000sq km marine park up from just under 5%

     now.

     The tourism industry, which generates nearly $3-billion (about R22-billion) annually for the local

     and national economy and which employs more than 47 000 people, is delighted. They believe the

     scheme will increase the number and size of fish for visitors to see, and improve and expand good

     snorkelling and diving sites.

     Norway has stepped up action to protect its Tisler and Fjellknausen deep water reefs.

     The six West African countries of Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and

     Senegal have announced plans for a network of marine protected areas aimed at reducing

     over-fishing and possible threats from oil exploration.

     But we need to do far more to ensure that oceans and their rich and varied life-forms, upon which

     billions depend for food and livelihoods, are secured. 

     Unlike the land, where issues of ownership, title deeds, customary rights, and management are far

     more well-established, the oceans have been viewed as truly wilderness areas owned by no one

     and free for all.

     However, the ability to hunt faster and further for ever-greater quantities of marine-living

     resources, and the growth in the global population where more than 40% - more than the entire

     world population in the 1950s - now live by the coast, means the oceans can no longer be treated

     as an unmanaged free-for-all.

     The coming into force of the Law of the Sea, the development of regional fisheries agreements and

     initiatives such as UNEP's Regional Seas Programme are among some of the recent

     developments that are focusing attention on the marine world.

     Last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development and its Plan of Implementation gives

     governments, in partnership with industry and civil society, a blueprint for action, including for

     oceans.

     Among its recommendations and targets and timetables are ones to, where possible, restore fish

     stocks to healthy levels by 2015 and to advance the implementation of the Global Programme of

     Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities to reduce the

     threat of pollution. Significantly, it also urges the establishment of a global network of marine

     protected areas. 

     The theme of this year's congress is "Benefits Beyond Boundaries". It is time to wholeheartedly

     support the early stirrings of this worldwide marine protected area movement, so that there are no

     longer artificial boundaries between the land and the oceans.

     It can no longer be a question of whether we need marine parks, but how many and how big. There

     is no point in having token havens, tiny islands of conservation in a sea of over-exploitation.

     Otherwise our grandchildren will, as with the dodo, learn about the turtles, the dugongs and the

     coral reefs, at the knees of a history teacher, and we will have the tough job of explaining what a

     fish is.

       Klaus Toepfer is the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme. 

               Published on the web by the Star on September 4, 2003.
________________________________________________________________________________________

U.S. Newswire

September 3, 2003 

Enforcement Vital to Stop Illegal Timber from Singapore: Environmentalists call for Crackdown as

      Bush Signs Free Trade Agreement

      DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Sept. 3

      BODY:

      Today, President Bush signed the US-Singapore Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act.

      Environmentalists called for rigorous new enforcement measures to stop Singapore's huge illegal timber trade from entering the US, as a result of the Agreement.

      The Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) warned that strong measures must be taken to prevent a tide  of illegal timber imports from entering the US. Illegal timber shipments that originate in Southeast Asian      nations are re-exported through Singapore. The lax transhipment laws in Singapore allow these highly illegal

      shipments to enter the world market and then flow to the US. 

      In a new report, EIA documents how a threatened tree species called Ramin is illegally cut in Indonesia by

      violent timber barons, laundered by smugglers in Singapore and sold on the US market as pool cues and

      picture frames.

      US customs authorities at the Department of Agriculture have made more seizures of illegal Ramin shipments in the last year than any other product. EIA has documented that over a period of ten months from 2001 to 2002, 324 shipments of Ramin valued at $11,388,746 entered the US from Singapore alone. Eighty percent  of Ramin shipments coming from Singapore were shown to be illegal.

      Undercover investigations in Singapore this April by EIA and their Indonesian campaign partner Telapak

      caught the smugglers on tape describing how they 'launder' Indonesian Ramin in Singapore into the US

      market. One timber smuggler boasted on hidden camera that, "this smuggling (is) better than drug

      smuggling."

      As part of the FTA, the US and Singapore have signed a Memorandum of Intent on environmental concerns, which currently includes no concrete actions. An 'action plan' has yet to be developed in 'biennial' meetings.

      The illegal timber trade from Singapore could skyrocket unless a major crackdown is launched under the

      terms of a side agreement agreed by the US with Singapore in June.

      Alexander von Bismarck, senior investigator with EIA, said, "The Administration must ensure that the 'action  plan' for the Memorandum of Intent sets up a bilateral enforcement team with dedicated personnel and

      funding from both countries to stop illegal timber shipments from moving through Singapore into the US."

      Beta SP video available showing orangutans, illegal logging in an Indonesian National Park, ships carrying

      illegal logs, hidden camera footage of Singaporean businessmen boasting about smuggling ramin, etc

      Editor's Notes

      -- The Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) is a non-profit environmental group based in Washington,  DC and London, UK, that investigates environmental crime around the world and proposes practical measures  to uphold national and international environmental laws. More information can be found at      http://www.eia-international.org.

      -- In 2001, EIA was awarded the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) prestigious award to join

      its Global 500 Roll of Honor for outstanding achievements in the protection of the environment.

      -- Telapak is one of Indonesia's leading environmental groups. EIA and Telapak work closely to campaign

      against widespread illegal logging which is devastating Indonesia's forests and biodiversity. EIA and Telapak  have been campaigning to stop the illegal logging of Tanjung Puting National Park, Central Kalimantan, since August 1999. More information can be found at http://www.telapak.org.

      -- The US-Singapore Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act was passed by Congress at the end of the

      summer session. It puts the US-Singapore Free Trade Agreement into effect by adjusting US trade policy to fit the new and reduced trade barriers with Singapore.

      -- EIA's newest report, "Singapore's Illegal Timber Trade and the US-Singapore Free Trade Agreement," is also available online at http://www.eia-international.org.

      -- The US has led international efforts to promote meaningful measures to eliminate illegal logging by

      endorsing regional Forest Law Enforcement and Governance initiatives in Asia and Africa.

      -- President Bush directed Secretary of State Colin Powell to instigate the "President's Initiative Against

      Illegal Logging" in July 2003.

      http://www.usnewswire.com 

       __________________________________________________________________________________________Africa News 

September 3, 2003 Wednesday 

Angola;  First Congress of Global 500 Laureates Ends 

      BYLINE: Angola Press Agency 

      The first congress of the African Laureates of environmental award of the Global 500, which started on

      Monday, at the auditorium of the Law Faculty, in Luanda, will close on Wednesday. 

      Speaking to Angop, the chairman of the Angolan Ecological Youth (JEA), the organizer of the event,

      Vlademiro Russo, said that during the forum, were discussed, amongst other, matters concerned to the

      water management and conservation, sustainable development in Africa, the environmetal initiative of the

      New Partnership for African development (Nepad). The meeting was part of the celebrations to mark the

      International Year of Fresh Water 2003, established under the initiative of the United Nations to analyse the main problems related to this liquid in the African continent. 

      The event counted on the participation of the Laureates from various African countries, namely Namibia,

      South Africa, Ghana, Democratic Republic of Congo, apart from the delegates of the United Nations

      Environmental Programme, from Kenya. 

      JEA, founded in 1991,was laureated due to its environmental information and biodiversity conservation

      actions. _________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Experts say sharks under threat
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (Reuters) - Conservationists gather this week to chart a

                      way to save the shark, one of the most feared predators in the oceans itself under threat from

                      over-fishing and demand for dishes such as shark-fin soup. 

Experts say governments around Africa were also coming under increasing pressure to open up their waters to large, commercial fishing fleets, which was likely to put even greater strain on shark numbers. 

Conservationists from around the world meet in Durban, South Africa, Thursday for a four-day conference to assessthe dangers facing Africa's sharks and rays and attempt to  produce a conservation list of all the species in the region. 

"For the first time ... shark experts will gather to evaluate the conservation status of the African shark," said George Burgess, director of the Florida Program for Shark Research. 

"The resulting listing will hopefully serve as a springboard for enlightened fishery management and conservation of these highly vulnerable species," he said in a statement. 

Subequatorial Africa's waters have over 260 species of sharks and rays, about 25 percent of  the world total. South Africa is famed for its large numbers of great white shark, one of the ocean's most feared predators. 

While little is known about the status of many of the species in African waters, several are known to be globally threatened. These include the great white, whale shark, spotted ragged-tooth shark, and several species of rays. 

"Increasing demands for shark products...are driving local fisheries that are largely  unregulated and unmonitored. Often sharks are caught as 'bycatch' in fisheries targeting other, more abundant species," said the World Conservation Union (IUCN), which is organizing the four-day conference. 

"Although sharks usually attract attention following attacks on humans these are extremely  rare events. In contrast, humans kill millions of sharks every year," it said. 

The IUCN also highlighted the pressures African governments face to allow commercial fishing fleets into their waters. 

"This puts shark and ray populations at risk from over- exploitation and affects the livelihoods of small-scale fishermen and coastal communities," it said. __________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Shifting Sands on Beaches May Hurt Environment 

OSLO (Reuters) - From Copacabana to Cannes, from Miami to Waikiki, millions of dollars are spent on importing sand to raise beaches hit by storms, shifting currents and a rise in sea levels spurred by global warming (news - web sites). 

In other parts of the world environmentalists want tighter regulation of sand dredged from the seabed to create

beaches on previously rocky shores, believing the artificial  shorelines disrupt the marine ecology. 

Some low-lying Pacific Islands like Tuvalu fear they will   disappear under the waves if global warming continues.   But to what extent can humans keep the water out, as the  Dutch have done with dykes, and at what cost? 

"Beach nourishment is spreading from the Miami area, it  may be a cancer going around the world," said Charles  Peterson, a marine expert and professor at the University of North Carolina. 

"Beaches we're looking at have not recovered as rapidly as suggested by official studies," he said. "Alternatives have proven unattractive -- sea walls, jetties and groynes -- but there's not   been enough research into effects of new sand." 

He said that worms, clams, turtles and shorebirds find it hard to adapt to sand dumped on their habitats, especially when it is of a different type. He said imported sand should match the original as closely as possible to minimize disruption. 

In many cases, plants whose roots help create sand dunes and bind the beach together are  often a better defense than big walls along the back of a beach, environmentalists say. 

Beach building is likely to become even bigger business because of the demands of tourism -- especially if global warming triggers new heat waves like in Europe this summer. 

Almost no one favors letting nature take its course to gnaw away the coasts on a planet where more than half the world's population lives within 37 miles of the shore. 

                      CROWDED SHORES 

The U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projects that sea levels could rise by 5-37 inches by 2100 because of global warming pushing up temperatures by 2-6 degrees Fahrenheit. 

More frequent storms, linked to disruptions of the climate blamed by most IPCC scientists on human emissions from factories and cars, are also stripping sand. The IPCC estimates that sea levels have probably risen by 5 inches in the past century. 

In Norway, businessman Tor Vea runs a company that has laid almost 200 new beaches by dredging up sand from the sea bed. 

The fine light-colored sand, creating Mediterranean-style beaches, is popular with bathers but environmentalists want more study of its impact. 

"Transporting sand this way can bring in organisms that disrupt the shoreline," said Christian Steel of the SABIMA group that seeks to safeguard biological diversity in Norway. "The shore is very vulnerable and should be protected." 

Vea countered: "Sand is positive for people and the environment ... Laying out sand is no  more harmful than raking up leaves in the garden." 

He said the sand, costing about $40 per square yard for a layer about 8 inches thick, helps  bind together the roots of plants and trees along the shore, slowing any erosion and filtering out water-borne pollution. 

Elsewhere, the Canary Islands have imported light-colored sand from the Sahara, for instance, partly because it is more attractive than the original dark volcanic natural sands. Dubai is creating island resorts with dredged-up sand. 

Pedersen said many "beach nourishment" projects in the United States have relied  on coarser sand than the original because it is heavier and so less likely to wash away again -- like around Miami. 

On Bogue Banks off North Carolina, beaches are recovering more slowly than projected after new, coarser sand was brought in two years ago, he said. 

"Shore birds have only recovered to about 50 percent," he said. The number of microscopic flatworms that used to thrive are down, crabs and clams find it harder to burrow, meaning less food for birds like plovers and sanderlings. 

Elsewhere, turtles that lay eggs in the sand may turn back because they do not recognize nesting grounds. Coarser sand can make it harder to dig nests. And whiter sands -- more attractive for people -- tend to be cooler than dark sand, meaning that eggs can fail to hatch. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

September 3, 2003 Wednesday 

HEADLINE: South Africa; 

      Enviro Conference to Combine Science And Traditional Knowledge 

      BYLINE: African Eye News Service 

      Scientists and community leaders will attend a groundbreaking conference in KwaZulu-Natal this weekend

      that aims to combine science and traditional knowledge to protect the natural environment and also use it

      for sustainable development. 

      This People and Parks conference will run from September 5 to 7 at the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park and coincides with the historic release of cheetah into the park on the eve of the World Parks Congress. 

      The conference will be opened by secretary general of the World Parks Congress, Dr David Sheppard, and

      will produce a joint memorandum outlining key issues that need to be discussed and debated at the

      congress, said Andrew Zaloumis of the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park Authority. "This conference is the first  of its kind in South Africa and aims to link applied natural and social sciences research to the needs of rural people who are using conservation and tourism to reconstruct their local economies," Zaloumis said. 

      "It seeks to do this in a way that respects and makes use of the extensive experience and knowledge that

      has been accumulated by people who have lived with nature over the centuries." The World Parks

      Congress, held every 10 years, is the key global event where people from around the world gather to

      discuss how best to promote the conservation of biodiversity. 

      An estimated 2 500 delegates are expected in Durban from Monday, September 8, for an event described as the most important gathering for the environment since the World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

      The key theme of the congress this year is how protected areas can be used to create benefits for people

      living beyond the boundaries of nature reserves and national parks. 

      The People and Parks event at St Lucia will allow scientists and community leaders to prepare to play a

      constructive and critical role in the main congress and to speak with one voice on issues around which they

      find consensus. 

      The conference will comprise separate community and scientific workshops along with combined sessions to discuss the role of science and indigenous knowledge in protected area management. 

      The event has been organised and funded by a coalition comprising the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park

      Authority, Mafisa Research and Planning, IUCN-SA, GTZ-Transform, Medical Research Council, Ezemvelo  KZN-Wildlife, SiyaQhuebeka, Wildlands Trust, UNESCO and the Department of Economic Affairs and Tourism. __________________________________________________________________________________________Financial Times (London)

September 3, 2003, 

Greater freedom to trade in services must be a priority, regardless of level of development
      BYLINE: By LORD BRITTAN

      BODY:

      From Lord Brittan of Spennithorne.

      Sir, At the World Trade Organisation meeting in Cancun next week, liberalisation of international trade in

      services will not be top of the agenda, or a particularly controversial issue. At the same time, the outcome

      of the Cancun talks will be crucial to the prospects for opening up trade in services - the largest sector of

      the economy in virtually every country around the world. 

      In developing countries services typically account for 50 per cent of the economy; in developed countries      two-thirds or more. Services are the most rapidly growing sector of global export trade. But all too many      protectionist barriers are still in place. It is certainly in the interest of developed countries that these barriers come down. In the UK financial services alone employ more than 1m people. It is also in the interest of developing countries, whose economies cannot flourish without access to high-quality services in sectors  such as finance, transport, telecommunications and information technology and in sectors that aid      institution building (for example, legal services) and the construction of infrastructure (for example,      architectural and engineering services).

      Developing countries will gain from the new jobs and skills that will follow the opening of their markets. And they will increasingly have the capacity to become service exporters, as for example India already is in the      case of call centres and back-office services.

      The WTO negotiations on services have so far made only modest progress. All too many governments have offered to do little more than maintain the current level of access to their markets. They are waiting to see      what happens elsewhere in the negotiations.

      Ministers at Cancun will doubtless spend a lot of time on agriculture, where a liberalising agreement is badly needed. However, services, even if they are unlikely to hit the headlines, are in economic terms far more      significant than agriculture. Negotiators should remember that there is no better reason for success at      Cancun than the stimulus it would give to opening up trade in services, much the largest sector of the global  economy.

      Leon Brittan, Chairman, High Level Group on Liberalisation of Trade in Services, UBS Investment Bank,

      London EC2M 2PP, UK

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press

September 3, 2003, Wednesday, BC cycle

Global economy outlook improving but problems linger, international lending institution reports
      The global economic recovery is fragile but should pick up steam in 2004, the World Bank said Wednesday.

      The outlook is better in developing countries where growth will be 4.0 percent for the rest of 2003 compared to 1.5 percent in the industrialized countries, the bank said in a new report. It projected growth for      developing countries in 2004 at 4.9 percent and 2.5 percent for industrialized nations. 

      "The world economy is still not firing on all cylinders, said Hans Timmer, head of the lending institution's

      global trends team, "but current trends point to a better 2004."

      He said the foundation for the optimistic outlook was efforts by governments to rein in spending, contain

      inflation and open up more to trade.

      "But persistent structural problems in rich countries" - growing budget and trade deficits in the United States and poor performances by European and Japanese banks - "risk precipitating a disruptive fall in the U.S.

      dollar or other unexpected confidence shock that cuts off the investment recovery," Timmer said in a

      statement. "If these risks materialize, all bets are off."

      The bank said global economic growth and reduction in poverty could get a boost if progress on an

      international trade treaty emerges at next week's World Trade Organization meeting in Cancun, Mexico.

      Officially, the Cancun meetings are an interim stocktaking for the trade negotiations, called the Doha round, which are scheduled to be completed by Jan. 1, 2005.

      However, the bank noted in its 299-page "Global Economic Prospects-Realizing the Development Promise of the Doha Agenda," the meetings occur at a time when the global economy and international trade are

      languishing.

      The report said the trade talks are stalled over disagreements that are important to developing countries,

      such as agriculture and tariff reduction on manufactured products such as textiles.

      "Progress in Cancun could bolster investor confidence and create momentum towards a more significant WTO  agreement that would spur trade," the report said. "Such a result would eventually raise incomes around the world, leading over time to a substantial reduction in poverty" that could affect as many as 144 million

      people by 2015

      The bank said world trade in 2003 would grow at 4.6 percent, slightly more than last year but still less half

      the rate in 2000.

      The report highlights inequities in the world trading system that drag down export growth in the developing countries.

      In agriculture, for example, Japanese support to rice producers amounts to 700 percent of production costs,

      which effectively shuts out exports from Thailand, Vietnam and other countries, the report said.

      Annual cotton subsidies to U.S. farmers of more than $3 billion, or three times U.S. foreign aid to Africa, the report continued, depress world cotton prices and crowd out poor but efficient farmers in West Africa,

      Central and South Asia.

      Direct subsidies to farmers in the European Union cost around $100 billion annually and depress world market prices in sugar, dairy products and wheat, the report said.

      Gobind Nankani, the bank's vice president for the poverty reduction and economic management network,

      said the industrialized countries have to take the lead in negotiating a fair outcome to the Cancun talks.

      "It is critically important that the rich countries take the lead in breaking the deadlock" in these

      negotiations, Nankani said. "The big issue in Cancun will be agricultural subsidies and it is extremely

      important that rich countries take action to move that forward."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UN in the news

FT, 3 September: IRAQ: Donors see US occupation as hindering reconstruction

The reconstruction of Iraq will be entirely different from Bosnia, East Timor or Afghanistan, according to experts who have led humanitarian aid programmes in Iraq and other countries and who today will attend a crucial meeting in Brussels of leading international donors.

"We are dealing with an immensely rich country not just in terms of oil but in terms of culture and people. It is one of the most educated peoples in the Arab world," said Francis Dubois, of the United Nations Development Programme, who headed the UNDP's operations in Iraq until July. "It has had a functioning bureaucracy and infrastructure - though now dilapidated," he added.

But Mr Dubois, who spent four years in Iraq and several years working in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, said that donors were racing against time to have precise "needs assessments" reports ready by the Madrid pledging conference next month.

But other experts with long experience in governance and institution- building warned that Iraq's natural advantages for reconstruction could be wasted if the US-led military occupation continued for a long time.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030903000966&query=Donors+see+US+occupation&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Other Environment-related News

The Guardian, 3 September: “Brussels blocks Austrian attempt to create GM-free zone”

The European commission has blocked the first attempt by an EU region to turn itself into a statutory GM-free zone. 

Upper Austria wanted a total ban on cultivating genetically modified crops to protect conventional and organic crops, as well as wildlife, from potential contamination. Yesterday the commission refused, arguing Austria had presented no new scientific evidence to support such a ban, and could not opt out of EU-wide rules anyway. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/international/story/0,3604,1034319,00.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –3 September 2003

www.tierramerica.net
Animal Trafficking - A Cruel Billion-Dollar Business

By Francesca Colombo*
Hundreds of thousands of exotic species are trafficked from Latin America to Europe. Three out of four animals die before they reach their destination in this illegal business, which in terms of money flows is surpassed only by drugs and arms trafficking.
MILAN - At least 110,000 exotic birds, most from Latin America, brighten the homes of Italian families with their song and their colors. They are the survivors of the cruel and lucrative business of international trafficking in wild animals. 

In Italy and throughout the rest of Europe, lizards, turtles and small monkeys are sold as pets, and crafts are made using turtle shells, whale barbs and the feathers of multicolored birds. 

The jungles of Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia and Brazil, and other fragile ecosystems of Central America, Mexico, Argentina and Paraguay, have turned into the main sources of wild species trafficking to the European Union, the world's leading destination for reptile skins, parrots, and boa and python snakes, and the second for primates. 

Although legal trade in animals and plants is regulated by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), an estimated one-third of the global sales of 25 billion dollars a year is illegal -- an illicit business surpassed only by arms and drugs trafficking. 

"There is enormous demand for wild species in Europe. The market varies according to the fashion and customs of each country. Italy loves and cares for birds, and has always been involved in that trade, as have Spain, Netherlands and Belgium," Massimiliano Rocco, director of the watchdog group Traffic International in Italy, told Tierramérica. 

Some 35,000 animals are brought to Italy each year, among them toucans, parrots, iguanas, crocodiles, small monkeys, and spiders. One of every three are smuggled into the country, report environmental groups. 

The trade generates profits of 500 million dollars a year, according to their estimates. 

In Spain, the rage for exotic species is such that collectors will pay anywhere from 500 to a million dollars for a large macaw. 

"The illegal trafficking of animals coming from throughout Latin America has Spain as its main entry point. From there they are re-exported to the rest of the region," Miguel Angel Valladares, spokesman for the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) in Spain, said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

More than 38 million wild animals are captured annually in Brazil, reports the National Network to Fight Wild Animal Trafficking (RENCTAS, for its Portuguese initials). But a staggering 90 percent die in the process of being caught or during transport. 

Of the survivors, 40 percent -- or 1.52 million animals -- are exported, among them "the most rare and endangered species," says RENCTAS coordinator Dener Giovanini. 

And local hunters earn little for capturing these animals. A Melro bird (Gnorimopsar chopi) can be purchased for 27 dollars at the street markets in southern Brazil, but are sold for 2,500 dollars in Europe. The pink macaw (Ara macao) costs 15 dollars in the jungles of Brazil, but fetches as much as 2,000 dollars in Italy. 

Signs are that the business is growing. From 1997 to 2000, Italian police conducted a thousand searches and seized 150,000 animals -- dead and alive -- arriving from Latin America, Africa and Eastern Europe. 

Last year in Mexico, more than 206,828 animals and plants intended for illegal sale were seized by authorities. That figure is 110 times higher than the total for 2001, reports that country's Federal Prosecutor for Environmental Protection 

Traffickers utilize the same channels as legal importers to transport the animals from Latin America to Europe: direct flights and trans-Atlantic ships. 

They falsify certificates, triangulate routes, and camouflage their live merchandise, mixing them among legal shipments to confuse the authorities. Or they use boxes with hidden compartments. 

"The channels for legal and illegal trade are separated by a thin line. In one same cage you can find species with and without certificates. For example, venomous snakes might be shipped with turtles, and when they pass through customs nobody dares verify the contents of the box," says Ciro Troiano, an activist with Italy's LAV, an animal rights group. 

The journey from one continent to another is often a terrible ordeal for the live cargo. Three out of four trafficked animals die before reaching their destination. 

Toucans with their beaks taped shut, parrots stuffed into stockings, birds that are drugged or whose eyes are perforated so that they will not sing in reaction to the light are just some of the passengers in these cruel flights. 

"The airlines don't comply with international rules. During transport, 30 to 60 percent of the species die," says Giovanni Guadagna, also of LAV. 

The panorama is complicated by the fact that international smuggling mafias and drug traffickers from Latin America, Asia and Europe are involved in the wild animal species trade. 

In mid-August, the Italian police discovered in Palermo -- the cradle of organized crime -- an illegal farm for raising dogs for dogfights, wild hogs and racehorses. And they found 300 Latin American turtles. 

In Brazil, a parliamentary commission has documented the connection between animal trafficking and the trafficking of drugs and precious stones, says RENCTAS activist Giovanini. 

And in Mexico, numerous drug lords have been involved in species trafficking. Several zoos continue to house a portion of the 70 species seized in 1993 from the ranch of drug trafficker Joaquín "El Chapo" Guzmán. 

Species trafficking is considered a crime in most countries, but penalties vary: from six months to six years in prison in Mexico, five years in Spain, or two years -- which can be extended to 12 if there are mafia connections -- in Italy. 

Environmentalists in Brazil complain that the legislation itself is "soft" and is too rarely enforced. "If someone is arrested, he pays a bond of 100 dollars and is released. The penalties are alternative punishments, doing community work," explained Giovanini. 

In 2002, 17 people were indicted in Mexico on animal trafficking charges and paid fines of 580,000 dollars. 

"Trafficking in species is mostly tolerated by society, and that means that the perpetrator is not pursued by the authorities as much as drugs or arms traffickers," says Oscar Moctezuma, director of the Mexican non-governmental group Naturalia. 

www.eluniversal.com.mx
Fox gives two cabinet secretaries the boot 
Wire services 
El Universal 
Miércoles 03 de septiembre de 2003 
Nuestro mundo, página 1 

Energy and environment secretaries replaced by members of the ruling PAN 
President Vicente Fox ousted two Cabinet secretaries on Tuesday, only a day after admitting that many Mexicans were disappointed with his government. The moves also have a notably partisan tone. 

Out went Energy Secretary Ernesto Martens and Environment Secretary Victor Lichtinger - both considered nonpartisan experts as Fox took office in December 2000, ending 71 years of single-party rule. 

In came two stalwarts of Fox's National Action Party. Former party president and Congressman Felipe Calderon took over at Energy while Alberto Cardenas - who was the first National Action governor of Jalisco state - will head the Environment Department. 

The changes came a day after the president gave a state-ofthe-union speech that contrasted sharply with the upbeat swagger of his campaign and early months in office. 

"In no way can we yet talk in terms of the historic transformations our times demand," he acknowledged on Monday. 

He referred to complaints that his aides lacked experience, efficiency and management skills. 

"Mexico demands better results of us," Fox said. "I once more tell those who work by my side that we are under an obligation to redouble our efforts and not lose sight of the fact that teamwork is a prerequisite for good government." Fox said a persistent problem in the Energy sector - the difficulty of finding a legal way to get private investment into electricity and oil production - "threatens the future of our country." 

Congressional and legal foes have hobbled government efforts to skirt Constitutional clauses that reserve both industries for the government. 

Environmentalists have accused Lichtinger of becoming too involved with major tourism projects, but he has irritated many in the tourism sector by acting against hotel projects on virgin Caribbean coastline and by posting warnings of polluted beaches in Acapulco. 

In Monday's state-of-theunion speech - the third of his six-year term - Fox was unusually humble while he urged lawmakers to stop fighting with him and start putting together agreements. 

"The new thing in this speech is the self-critical part," said Jose Antonio Crespo, a political scientist at the Center for Economic Research and Education in Mexico City. "There is a recognition that things have come out badly." "John Wayne has died," wrote columnist Ciro Gomez Leyva in Tuesday's newspaper Milenio, referring to Fox's old cowboy personna. "But took his place?" Fox once denounced PRI members as "scorpions, vermin, black snakes," but he now finds the success of his government depends on cooperating with them. July 6 midterm congressional elections reconfirmed the PRI's control of the largest blocs in Congress, making it tough to pass laws without it. 

"It is time to come together, with renewed spirits, in dialogue and political understanding," Fox told Congress as he appealed for agreements on tax, energy and economic policies and on issues such as letting Mexicans abroad vote in Mexican elections. 

Fox may have at least a small window of opportunity to reach those agreements. A friend, Elba Esther Gordillo, leads the PRI's delegation in Congress. Her own speech on Monday also called for compromise. 

Referring to the PRI's attempts to win back the presidency, she said, "It would be worth little to recover what we have lost if it comes at the of a crisis in the country." But Gordillo is under fire within her party, where many distrust her friendship with Fox and her earlier, limited acceptance of Fox's plans to raise some taxes. Rivals - widely believed to be from her own party _ recently circulated alleged texts of her illegally tapped phone calls. Local newspapers reported that some prominent PRI senators complained bitterly that she had been too soft on the president in her comments on Monday. 

Fox's power to win agreements with the PRI also is likely to disintegrate as the national elections of 2006 approach and would-be candidates try to prove their party credentials by attacking the president. 

Fox's greatest achievement so far may be his embrace of his very weakness - a break from a system in which generations of PRI presidents were so strong that novelist Mario Vargas Llosa called Mexico "the perfect dictatorship." "Mexico is not today subject to the logic of an authoritarian regime," Fox said Monday. "The will of the president is truly subordinate to the letter and spirit of the Constitution. " 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE

Environmental agency offers educational package to students

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) has launched an ecological educational campaign for school students here.

The agency will offer its academic environmental awareness programmes which attracted more than 13,000 students across the emirate last year. According to Erwda, they expect a larger number of students in the new academic year for its awareness programme. 

The agency is tasked with assisting the Abu Dhabi Government to conserve the emirate's natural environment, resources, wildlife and biological diversity and has placed the raising of the public's level of environmental awareness as one of its top priorities.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=96663

Jordan

New homes required to have rainwater collection reservoirs

New homes are now required to have water collection reservoirs, as municipalities around the country were issued a government directive from Prime Minister Ali Abul Ragheb not to accept penalties in place of wells. 

The decision was made in line with the Water and Irrigation Ministry policy of maximising citizen use of water resources and encouraging rainwater harvesting during the winter season. 

“This is not a new issue. We have been lobbying for it for some time. What's new about is the implementation and follow-up,” the ministry's secretary general assistant for media affairs, Adnan Zu'bi, told The Jordan Times. 

Although building codes do not allow structures to be built without reservoirs, permits were traditionally granted in exchange for a certain penalty, he explained, adding that such a practice is now over. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/homenews/homenews7.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________________Prepared by News Services Section
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*
Sovereignty must be restored to Iraq as soon as possible – Council president 

*
Iraq: UN weapons inspectors ready to return whenever Security Council wants

*
Warning that nuclear test ban is vital, Annan urges speedy ratification

*
DR of Congo: Security Council lauds European Union international force in Bunia

*
Security Council welcomes Polisario’s release of over 200 prisoners

*
Republic of Congo: UN rushes relief flight to war-torn Pool region 

*
Liberia: UN agency joins team probing reports of fresh fighting outside Monrovia 

*
Self-help cooperatives key to entrepreneurial expansion – Annan

*
Latest UN lecture series to focus on Islam and the west

*
UN-backed NGO conference on human security to be webcast around the globe

* * * *

Iraq

3 September – A new United Nations resolution on Iraq should emerge within days and its starting point would be the need to achieve the political, security and economic conditions necessary to transfer sovereignty to the Iraqi people as soon as possible, the Security Council president for September said today.

Outlining the Council’s agenda for the month, United Kingdom Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry also said he hoped to hold a ministerial meeting to set guidelines in three main fields – political, security and economic – that “permit us if we have another crisis in a country facing that sort of situation, that we will all be the better placed to actually handle it.”

He told a news briefing that he also hoped for an early vote on a resolution lifting sanctions against Libya, imposed in connection with the deadly bombing of Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988, following an agreement reached between Libya, United Kingdom and United States. The vote has been delayed while France negotiates new compensation with Libya in connection with the downing of a French plane in 1989.

Time and again Mr. Jones Parry stressed the need to press forward from where Iraq is today, moving beyond the divisions that tore the Council in the run-up to hostilities, when many members opposed the United States-led war, and to transfer responsibility back to the Iraqis as soon as possible.

“My wish is very simple,” he said in an opening statement. “It is to harness the view in the international community that we must come together on the basis of Iraq as she is today and as quickly as possible achieve the conditions which would permit us to transfer sovereignty to the Iraqis and to do that under conditions that the transfer would be successful.”

The aim was “to heal the remaining divisions within the Council and to carry us forward to a destination which will better assure a peaceful resolution to the situation in Iraq, to get a sufficient progress on the political plan that can succeed and that the economic aspects are also covered so that we can take care of the reconstruction and economic development,” he added. 

In that way, “the transfer, when made – as I said, made as soon as possible – will be made where those three aspects are given the best possible start.”

Referring to the proposed ministerial meeting, which he hoped to hold on 24 September, Mr. Jones Parry said its subject matter – justice and the rule of law in transition – might seem low-key “but in its impact and what it means for states emerging from conflict, it’s quite crucial… what you need to do for a state coming out of conflict to achieve a democratic, law-abiding condition.”

There were three objectives – politics, security and economics – and the meeting would discuss issues ranging from reconciliation to the development of a system of law, a functioning judiciary, policing, penal arrangements and commercial law that would encourage investment.

Other issues figuring on the month’s agenda include the Middle East, Kosovo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, the Central African region, Ethiopia and Eritrea.

* * *

Iraq

3 September – Despite damage to their Baghdad monitoring centre, United Nations weapons inspectors would be able and ready to resume their search for banned weapons of mass destruction in Iraq at short notice if the Security Council so requests, according to the latest quarterly report on the issue.

In the months since they were withdrawn on the eve of the war in March, the inspectors have enhanced their skills and developed requirements for a new monitoring plan to fit post-war circumstances in the search for banned weapons programmes that ousted president Saddam Hussein might have pursued, the report to the Security Council says.

The report, submitted by the Acting Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), Demetrius Perricos, notes that until the deadly attack on the UN headquarters at the Canal Hotel last month, the inspectors’ physical infrastructure had remained in operational condition.

It is now expected that the centre will not be useable for some time to come, and it remains to be determined whether it can be restored for operations or whether new premises will have to be found, according to the report, the 14th since UNMOVIC was set up in 1999.

“Apart from this, UNMOVIC would be able and ready to resume field operations in Iraq, including confirmation of any findings related to disarmament, at short notice if the Council so requests,” it adds.

Noting that most essential equipment had earlier been withdrawn from Iraq and is being maintained in safe storage in the Larnaca, Cyprus, field office, the report states: “The Commission’s core technical experts at Headquarters have had their skills and knowledge enhanced by their recent experience in the field, and international experts on the roster have largely indicated their continuing interest and availability to serve.”

In the meantime, projects that UNMOVIC has continued include one aimed at charting what is known and understood of Iraq’s programme of weapons of mass destruction, including staffing, financing and procurement. 

In resolution 1483, adopted on 22 May after major hostilities ended, the Security Council left open the issue of the return of the inspectors, who had found no hard evidence of banned chemical, biological or nuclear weapons.

The Council underlined its intention “to revisit the mandates” of UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The United States, which led the forces that ousted Saddam Hussein, said it would look for the weapons but has also not produced any hard evidence so far.

In his final report, outgoing UNMOVIC Executive Chairman Hans Blix, cautioned against jumping to the conclusion that the weapons did exist just because they were unaccounted for or concluding that such programmes had ended in cases where the previous regime had not accounted for them.

* * * 

Disarmament

3 September – Warning that a ban on nuclear testing is more vital than ever given the nuclear crisis on the Korean peninsula, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on 12 key nations whose ratification is essential for the treaty to enter into force to do so forthwith, specifically naming the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).

“No nuclear testing must be tolerated under any circumstances,” Mr. Annan said in an opening message to a conference in Vienna on facilitating the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), calling on all states to observe a moratorium until the treaty, first opened for signature seven years ago, finally becomes operational.

“I therefore call upon all States that have yet to sign or ratify the treaty to do so without delay,” he told the three-day meeting in the message, delivered by Antonio Maria Costa, Director-General, UN Office at Vienna. “Given the latest developments, I particularly direct this call to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, as well as to the other eleven States whose ratification is needed for the Treaty to enter into force.

“It is essential that this important norm against nuclear proliferation and the further development of nuclear weapons becomes operational. Until it does so, it is crucial that all relevant states maintain a moratorium on nuclear-weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions,” he added.

The DPRK withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) at the beginning of the year and has since been reported to have said it would develop nuclear weapons and might carry out tests. Six-party talks, welcomed by Mr. Annan last Wednesday “an encouraging development,” were held in Beijing last week in an effort to defuse the crisis among China, Japan, DPRK, Republic of Korea (ROK), Russian Federation and the United States.

To date, 168 states have signed the treaty and 104 have ratified it, but it will enter into force only when all 44 States, deemed to have nuclear potential, ratify it. Of these, 12 have still to do so – China, Colombia, DPRK, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Pakistan, United States and Viet Nam.

“Our world can ill afford to fail, or even to be unduly delayed, in achieving a comprehensive nuclear test ban. Delay increases the risk that nuclear testing might resume. And it jeopardizes efforts to take further steps towards the goal of nuclear disarmament,” Mr. Annan said, stressing the passage of time since the treaty was opened for signature.

“The entry into force of the CTBT would be a victory for the cause of peace. It cannot come too soon. The United Nations remains firmly committed to helping the world community to achieve that goal,” he concluded.

Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the UN’s nuclear watchdog, also called for speedy ratification.

“With the early entry into force of the CTBT, it would indeed be a significant achievement if this new century were to remain free of any nuclear test explosions,” he said. “In this context, I encourage all signatory states to ratify the CTBT, and all those states that have yet to sign to do so and to ratify the treaty, as soon as possible - so that another crucial pillar can be raised to support the edifice of global nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament norms.”

Under the terms of CTBT, a global verification regime to monitor compliance with the treaty must be operational at the time of entry into force.

The 32 key states who have already ratified CTBT are: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Poland, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and the United Kingdom.

* * *

DR of Congo

3 September – The United Nations Security Council today praised the European Union for deploying the French-led emergency force, which “helped avoid a humanitarian tragedy” in the troubled northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and was instrumental in stabilizing the flashpoint town of Bunia.

Current Council President Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom told reporters that the 15-nation body had been briefed on the completion of the mandate of the Interim Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF), policing war-ravaged Bunia since June, and on Monday’s transfer of security responsibility to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC). 

Ambassador Jones Parry said the Council expressed its concern regarding the continuing hostilities in the region, in particular in Ituri and in the Kivus, and “members warned all parties against supplying arms, and not to engage in further violence.” 

The Council authorized the deployment of the IEMF in late May to help stabilize the situation in the resource-rich Ituri province, and particularly in the flashpoint town of Bunia, where ethnic clashes between Lendu and Hema clans had killed more than 400 people. In mid-July, fighting in remote areas of the northeast, particularly in the Kivus, continued, even as the international community was welcoming the installation of a new power-sharing transitional government in the capital Kinshasa.

The Council followed that move in late July by approving a one-year extension of MONUC’s mandate, as well as increasing its military strength to 10,800 troops up from 8,700, and instituting an arms embargo against all foreign and Congolese armed groups in the east of the country.

Today, the President said the Council members reaffirmed their support for MONUC and its chief, the Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, William Lacy Swing, and called on all Congolese and foreign parties to facilitate the fulfilment of their mandate.

“The members of the Security Council noted that MONUC has a Chapter VII mandate [which permits the use of force] on the basis of which it operates and continues to operate,” Ambassador Jones Parry added.

* * *

Western Sahara

3 September – The United Nations Security Council today welcomed the Frente Polisario’s release on Monday of 243 Moroccan prisoners of war, and called on the group to immediately release all remaining POWs.

In a statement to the press, current Council President Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, said the 15 nation body welcomed the release by the Frente Polisario para la Liberación de Saguía el-Hamra y del Río de Oro (POLISARIO Front), of the prisoners on Monday, who were repatriated to Morocco by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

He said the members “reaffirmed the Council’s call in resolution 1495 that the group release without further delay all remaining POW’s in compliance with international humanitarian law.”

Stressing the critical need for a political solution to settle the dispute over Western Sahara, that resolution, unanimously adopted on 31 July, extended by three months the mandate of the UN mission there (MINURSO), and called on all the to work with the UN, and each other, towards acceptance and implementation of a new peace plan for self-determination of the people of the territory.

Bordered by Morocco, Mauritania and Algeria, Western Sahara was administered by Spain until 1976. The UN has been seeking a peace settlement since the withdrawal of Spain and the ensuing fight between Morocco, which had “reintegrated” the territory, and the Frente POLISARIO, which seeks self rule.

* * *

Republic of Congo

3 September – The United Nations has rushed a relief flight carrying tents, blankets and other basic necessities to help ease the severe humanitarian crisis in the Pool region in southwestern Republic of Congo – a desolate, battle-scarred area which has been sacked and looted by rebels. 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) organized the flight from the UN Humanitarian Response Depot in Brindisi, Italy, following a series of assessment missions to the Pool region. There has been sporadic fighting throughout the Republic of Congo for the past decade, and while peace has been restored in the country, the Pool region still suffers from the ravages of war, the agency says. 

Recent bloody clashes between Government forces and Ninja rebels displaced thousands and rendered the region virtually inaccessible to relief workers. This was followed by a year’s worth of large-scale looting from March 2002 to March 2003. The area remains under UN Security Phase IV and the humanitarian crisis is acute.

OCHA reports that the infrastructure has been completely destroyed, sanitation is seriously lacking, the health and nutritional situation is of grave concern and children are dying of acute malnutrition. Reconstruction remains a challenge for the population; due to large scale looting, many are without working tools such as hoes, machetes, and axes. In some areas, people must walk over 60 kilometres to reach health centres.

According to the Ministry of Social Affairs, Solidarity and Humanitarian Action, the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) is estimated to be up to 100,000. This number is expected to increase, as the population which fled into the forest to escape fighting returns to their villages, only to find that their homes have been destroyed and their crops devastated. The health situation is also a major concern, and relief workers on the ground report diseases such as measles, skin diseases, tuberculosis, and malaria. 

The humanitarian community requested that OCHA organize a humanitarian flight to the capital, Brazzaville, for the delivery of non-food items for distribution to the most vulnerable in the Pool region. Along with blankets and other the items, the flight will deliver water storage and distribution equipment, sanitation items, and kitchen supplies and is expected to arrive in Brazzaville today.

* * *

Liberia

3 September – The United Nations refugee agency today joined other aid groups on an assessment mission north-east of the Liberian capital, Monrovia, where fresh rebel violence has reportedly displaced tens of thousands of terrified people. 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) representatives joined the inter-agency team investigating new reports of large-scale displacement sparked by recent rebel fighting outside Monrovia, and assessing humanitarian conditions in the host areas near Totota, Salala and Kakata towns. Yesterday, the sound of shelling north of Totota sent thousands of people fleeing towards the three towns looking for safety.

In Totota alone, an estimated 80,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) have sought shelter in transit centres. In Salala, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is planning to set up a second camp to cope with the recent influx. A separate group of over 6,000 people is believed to be living in a new IDP camp between Salala and Kakata.

Meanwhile, UNHCR said security measures and aid distribution continue in Monrovia’s refugee camps. Security has been beefed up in VOA, Banjor and Samukai refugee camps, with three daily patrols by the West African ECOMIL troops. UNHCR has also been exploring the possibility of creating refugee watch teams trained in specific protection and security concerns, and equipped with basic tools like flashlights and whistles.

UNHCR has also been providing aid to some of the eight IDP camps in Monrovia. In Perry Town camp, UNHCR has transported relief supplies for 435 families to be distributed by a local non-governmental agency later this week. Some 3,600 displaced people have returned to Perry Town, which used to host 8,000 people. Many families have been separated in the recent rebel fighting that forced some of them north to Tubmanburg.

* * *
Cooperatives

3 September – Underlining the importance of self-help cooperative organizations, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said such associations are a catalyst for entrepreneurial expansion and an important factor in social stability and cohesion.

“Millions of men and women throughout the world have secured for themselves, their families and their communities a decent life, economic well-being and expanding opportunities by organizing themselves in cooperative associations and enterprises,” Mr. Annan said in the video message to the International Cooperative Alliance (ICA).

The message was delivered in Oslo, Norway, where the ICA General Assembly is meeting until 5 September. ICA is an independent, non-governmental association, which represents and serves cooperatives worldwide. Its major objective is to promote and strengthen autonomous co-operatives throughout the world. 
The Secretary-General said the cooperative movement has become a significant force in global civil society with more than 760 million people in more than 100 countries now engaged in the sector.

“It is encouraging indeed that cooperatives and governments are working together more closely to provide opportunities for people to improve their lives,” Mr. Annan noted. Cooperatives provide essential services, such as appropriate and affordable housing, utilities, infrastructure, health care, and social, financial and insurances services, he added.

Mr. Annan said the UN recognizes the important contribution cooperatives make on the ground, hence the world body produced guidelines to help its Member States create a supportive environment for the establishment of such associations.

* * *

Lecture series

3 September – Continuing efforts within the United Nations to create a strengthened framework for international dialogue and mutual understanding, the fifth in Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s lecture series will be held next week with a focus on Islam.

Professor Seyyed Hossein Nasr, a respected Muslim scholar at George Washington University, is scheduled to give the lecture on 15 September at UN Headquarters in New York. He will speak on the topic “Islam and the West.” 

Meanwhile, the first of a series of three lectures to mark the centenary of the birth of UN diplomat and Nobel Laureate Ralph Bunche will be held tomorrow, also at the UN Headquarters. 

The lecture, entitled “Ralph Bunche and the Question of Palestine” will feature Dennis Ross, the President of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, and Edward Mortimer, Director of the Executive Office of the UN Secretary-General.

* * *
DPI

3 September – In an effort to make the proceedings of the fifty-sixth annual conference of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) available to a broader public, the United Nations will for the first time webcast the event around the globe.

The two-day conference, the premier NGO event at UN Headquarters in New York, kicks off next Monday and is expected to bring together about 2,000 organizations that work with the world body.

“NGOs represent diverse voices from around the world and we are determined to reach out to them with our common concerns and commitments in achieving human security,” said Shashi Tharoor, UN Under-Secretary-General of Communications and Public Information.

Entitled, “Human Security & Dignity: Fulfilling the Promise of the United Nations,” the conference will have plenary sessions including five panels on the Psychological Aspects of Human Security and Dignity, Educating for a Secure Future, From Oppression to Empowerment, Sustainable Development in the Context of Globalization and a Conversation with Eminent Persons on Global Trends and Strategies.

Fannie Munlin, the Chair of the Conference said, “This innovative platform will enable hundreds, perhaps thousands, of our NGO partners outside of New York to participate directly in the Conference.”

The Conference will be available on the United Nations homepage: http://www.un.org/dpi/ngosection from 8 to 10 September.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                      AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Secretary-General’s Spokesman

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding its first consultations for the month of September.  On the agenda is an

     upcoming meeting on “Justice and the Rule of Law: the UN role” and a briefing by Under-Secretary-General for

     Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno on the Democratic Republic of the Congo on the transfer of security

     responsibilities from the Interim Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF) to the UN Mission’s Ituri Brigade in Bunia. 

     British Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, the Council President for September, is scheduled to brief you at about 12:30

     on the Council's work for this month, as well as on today’s programme.  The programme is posted on the UK Mission

     and the Security Council Web sites.

           **UNMOVIC

           In its fourteenth quarterly report to the Security Council, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection

     Commission (UNMOVIC), on Iraq, says that despite the damage sustained by its Baghdad monitoring centre, it is able

     and ready to resume field operations in Iraq relating to disarmament at short notice should the Security Council decide

     that it is to do so.  Since the Council has not revisited UNMOVIC’s mandate, the Commission has continued with

     those parts of its mandate that remain operable.  One of these is a project aimed at charting what is known and

     understood of Iraq’s programme of weapons of mass destruction, including staffing, financing and procurement. 

     UNMOVIC’s core professional staff stands at 57, down from 76 at the end of May.  The full report is out on the racks

     and we expect that the Commission’s Acting Executive Chairman, Demetrius Perricos, will present this report to the

     Council tomorrow morning.

           **Republic of Congo

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) today is drawing attention to the Pool region,

     which is in the south-western part of the Republic of the Congo.  Based on several assessment missions to the area,

     OCHA says that while the region may be out of political crisis, it remains in acute humanitarian crisis.  Infrastructure

     has been completely destroyed; sanitation is seriously lacking; the health and nutritional situation is of grave concern;

     and children are dying of acute malnutrition.

           Reconstruction remains a challenge for the population.  Due to large scale looting, many are without working

     tools such as hoes, machetes, and axes.  OCHA reports that in some areas, people must walk over 60 kilometres to

     reach health centres.  A relief flight from the UN Humanitarian Response Depot in Brindisi, Italy with items such as

     water storage and distribution equipment, tents, sanitation items, blankets and kitchen items, is expected to arrive in

     the capital, Brazzaville, today.

           **Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

           In a message to the Conference on Facilitating the Entry into Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban

     Treaty, the Secretary-General calls upon all States that have yet to ratify or sign the Treaty to do so without delay.  He

     notes that seven years have already passed since the Treaty was open for signature.  “Delay increases the risk that

     nuclear testing might resume”, he says, adding, “and it jeopardizes efforts to take further steps towards the goal of

     nuclear disarmament”.  He particularly directs the call to sign or ratify the Treaty to the Democratic People’s Republic

     of Korea, as well to eleven States, whose ratification is needed for the Treaty to enter into force, underscoring that “no

     nuclear testing must be tolerated under any circumstances”.  We have the full text of his message available upstairs.

           **UNICEF

           The United Nations Children’s Fund, or UNICEF, today announced the appointment of Nils Kastberg as the

     new Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean.  He will take over from Per Engebak.  We have a press

     release with details on that.

           **Lectures

           And finally, the fifth lecture of the Secretary-General’s Lecture Series will take place on 15 September, when

     Professor Seyyed Hossein Nasr, a respected Muslim scholar at George Washington University, will speak on the topic

     “Islam and the West”.  The lecture will comprise a brief presentation, followed by questions, and is part of a continuing

     effort within the United Nations to create a strengthened framework for dialogue and mutual understanding for the

     international community.

           There is also a lecture tomorrow afternoon that you are all welcome to attend:  the first of a series of three

     lectures to mark the centenary of the birth of UN diplomat and Nobel Laureate Ralph Bunche.  From 1 to 3 p.m.

     tomorrow in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium, Dennis Ross, the President of the Washington Institute for

     Near East Policy, and Edward Mortimer, the Director of the Executive Office of the Secretary-General, will discuss

     “Ralph Bunche and the Question of Palestine”.  Former UN Under-Secretary-General Brian Urquhart will moderate the

     event.

           And that’s all I have for you today.  If we have no questions...

           Question and Answer

           Question:  I understand that Secretary of State Colin Powell called the Secretary-General this morning.  Can

     you tell us what he said?

           Spokesman:  I can’t tell you what he said.  I can confirm that the two did speak this morning but I have no

     readout of what they said.  I usually don’t get such readouts.

           Briefing by the General Assembly President’s Spokesman

           Good afternoon.  On meetings of General Assembly bodies today, this afternoon the Committee on Host

     Country Relations will meet in the Economic and Social Council Chamber at 3 p.m. and the Advisory Committee on

     Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) meets today in closed sessions.

           Tomorrow, President Kavan will co-chair an interactive discussion on the role of civil society in conflict

     prevention with Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Mr. Danilo Türk.  Guest speakers, who will present

     reports from their regions, will be Mr. Paul van Tongeren, Executive Director of the European Centre for Conflict

     Prevention; Mr. Andres Serbin, Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones Economicas y Sociales (CRIES), Argentina;

     Mrs. Raya Kadyrova, Foundation for Tolerance International of Kyrgyzstan; Mr. Emmanuel Bombande, West Africa

     Network for Peace-building (WANEP) of Ghana; and Mr. Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian

     Affairs.  UN accredited media are invited to attend the session, which will be held tomorrow morning.

           And on Thursday and Friday, 4 and 5 September, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of

     the Palestinian People will hold the UN International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the Palestinian People,

     on the theme “End the Occupation”.  The holding of this Conference is mandated by General Assembly resolutions

     57/107 and 57/108 of 3 December 2002.  There is a press release out on the racks about this conference.  Any

     questions?  Thank you.

           Question and Answer

           Question:  Do you have any information about the meeting with the host country today?  It’s on the agenda.

           Spokesman:  I don’t have any information on that yet.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Extinction" ��The Star (South Africa) - Let's save the marine world from extinction�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Timber" ��U.S. Newswire - Enforcement Vital to Stop Illegal Timber from Singapore: Environmentalists call for Crackdown as Bush Signs Free Trade Agreement�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Laureates" ��Africa News - Angola;  First Congress of Global 500 Laureates Ends� 
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