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PRIVATE
One in Ten Tree Species at Risk of Extinction 

CAMBRIDGE, United Kingdom, August 4, 2003 - More than 8,000 tree species, 10 percent of the world's total, are threatened with extinction, and the situation has grown worse over the past five years, according to a new report sponsored by the UK Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). 

"Towards a Global Tree Conservation Atlas," published this week, shows that 976 tree species are in a critical situation, and very few of these endangered trees are being conserved in the wild. The report highlights the plight of five "flagship" species that the Global Trees Campaign is working to save. 

The report provides new information about flagship species such as Araucaria araucana, Chile's national tree, called the monkey puzzle tree; Swietenia macrophylla, Brazilian Mahogany; Cinnamomum cebuense, Cebu Cinnamon; Baillonella toxisperma, known as Moabi and used for decorative timber, animal feed and cosmetics; and Caesalpinia echinata, called Pau Brazil, the national tree of Brazil. 

One of the flagship species, the monkey puzzle tree, Araucaria araucana, was damaged by a forest fire in Chile 18 months ago, which destroyed 71 percent of the araucaria forest in Malleco National Reserve. Some of the trees were 2,000 years old. 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=tree"
The monkey puzzle tree, Araucaria araucana, is Chile's national tree. (Photo courtesy Global Trees Campaign)

The Global Trees Campaign, developed by Fauna & Flora International in partnership with the UN Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), is an effort to save the world's most threatened tree species and their habitats through information, conservation and wise use. 

An important element of the information campaign is the development of a mapping program leading to a proposed World Atlas of Threatened Trees. 

The Global Trees Campaign focuses on trees as flagship species for conservation of ecosystems and landscapes, and enables local people to carry out rescue and sustainable use operations. The campaign works in partnership with organizations around the world to save endangered trees. 

The extent of the damage to the Chilean monkey puzzle trees was revealed in research by Cristian Echeverría, who is based at the UNEP-WCMC center in Cambridge. He is pioneering a technique for mapping the fragmentation of the forest, using remote sensing from satellite images of the last 25 years to assess the rate at which native forests are disappearing. 

In one of the Chilean study areas, 64 percent of the wild forest has been lost in 25 years and the continuous forest cover broken. Reconstructed maps show that in 1550, when the Europeans arrived, the entire country would have been forest. 

Echeverría said, "After years of destruction the monkey puzzle tree is now found in two small areas in the Andes and on the coastal mountain range. Fires in the summer season of 2001-2002 have destroyed 30,000 hectares of native forest, including 71 percent of the area of monkey puzzle and 61 percent of Nothofagus, a native beech, in one of the three reserves affected." 

Mark Collins, director of UNEP-WCMC, said, "New research, such as that on the monkey puzzle, is revealing that fragmentation of wild forest and the re-plantation with potentially invasive foreign species are major threats, demonstrating the urgency of managing forests sustainably." 

In 1990, the monkey puzzle tree was declared a protected species in Chile, and its logging was forbidden. As the araucaria species is highly prized for its timber, the government is under pressure to permit logging of the burned forest. 

Echeverría warns that if logging is allowed, then human caused fires may increase, as only a small proportion of the native araucaria forests are in protected areas. The Valdivian ecoregion, declared by the World Bank as being an area of outstanding biodiversity, currently has no protection. 

Araucaria seeds are a source of concentrated carbohydrates for the Pehuenche people, whose culture is dependent upon the tree. A DEFRA funded project set up after the fires is helping the people of Villas de Araucana establish a tree nursery. But this project will take experimentation to develop successful cultivation techniques, and it will be 200 years before the trees mature and produce seed. 

The Andean araucaria forests are adapted to survive in volcanic soils and support a unique community of other species such as the flowers of Berberidopsis corilinla, the Chilean lion, a small deer known locally as "pudu," and a species of woodpecker. 

Previously wooded private land has been cleared and replaced with grazing or plantations of Monterrey pine and eucalyptus, Echeverría says. There are now two million hectares of pine compared to just one quarter of a million hectares of araucaria forest. 

Echeverría believes that education of the private landowners about the value of ecotourism is key to the survival of wild forest. "Chile has a good transport infrastructure and is particularly inviting for ecotourists wanting to visit South America," he explains. "The country stretches from the desert in the north through every type of climatic zone to the Antarctic in the south. The forests of the Andes have a rare beauty and could be a considerable attraction for travellers." 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=tree"
The Cebu cinnamon is endemic to Cebu Island, Philippines and is relatively new to science. (Photo courtesy Global Tree Campaign)

Dr. Collins says "surprisingly little" is known about the status and distribution of tree species, including important timber species such as mahogany. "Our initial report demonstrates that conservation assessments are required for plant conservation targets to be achieved by 2010." 

"In particular," Collins said, "we need spatial data, which will help us to identify the most crucial areas for tree conservation and ensure that these eco-regions are managed effectively to provide the protection required." 

Destruction of woodland and forest and unsustainable logging of valuable timbers are causing the loss of many important species, the report shows. 

Professor Peter Ashton, of Harvard and The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, warns that in the tropics many rare tree species are already "functionally extinct." 

"The high diversity of plants in tropical rainforests means that specimens are naturally widely spaced, if forest cover is further fragmented then the probability of a pollinator being within range decreases. Some forests are becoming living museums," Dr. Ashton says. 

UNEP-WCMC and Fauna & Flora International (FFI) are seeking public and private sector funding for a proposed "World Atlas of Threatened Trees," which will provide photographs of the species, full color maps showing their distribution, status reports compiled by workers in the field, and an analysis of policy options to prevent extinctions. 

Mark Rose, FFI executive director, believes that further regulation of the timber trade is also required. "We estimate that almost 50 percent of the tropical timber in international trade has been illegally logged." 

One thousand globally threatened trees are threatened in part by unsustainable levels of logging, Rose warns. "Accurate, objective information is required to strengthen international trade control mechanisms such as the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species." 

Copies of the preliminary report "Towards a Global Tree Conservation Atlas" are available on: http://www.unep-wcmc.org/resources/publications/treeatlas 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (Bangladesh)

Global warming and Bangladesh

Sir,

Environment is a subject of big concern today. Global warming is posing a serious threat for Bangladesh, India, Maldives and Sri Lanka - countries in the region touched by the water of the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. It is said that the sea-level along the coast of Bangladesh is rising about 3 millimeters a year. A 10 centimeter sea-level rise which is most likely to happen within 2030 as projected by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climatic Change (IPCC), will inundate about 2500 square kilometers or about 2 per cent of the total land area of the country. The critical impacts due to sea level rise, being effected due to global warming, include a] drainage congestion problems; b] reduced fresh water availability; c] disturbance of morphologic process with increased river bank erosions; and d] increased intensity of disasters. Countries like the Maldives would face wide loss of many of its islands with the swell of the sea.

It is a pity that while Bangladesh and other countries in the south Asian region do not have a major role in terms of measures to stabilise human induced greenhouse gas emissions leading to climate change, they remain on the receiving end to suffer from its consequences. But these are the external factors on which these countries do not have much strength to deal with, economically and technologically.

The UNEP report of "brown cloud" over Asia should be stirring new worries for the region, already beset with a magnitude of socio-economic and environmental problems. According to the report quoting scientific observations, a 3 km thick blanket of thick particles is floating over the region which can have several negative impacts for environment.

Ali Zubaer Abdullah

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London)

August 5, 2003, Tuesday London Edition 3

Global alliance to review role of science in farming

The largest-ever review of the role of science and technology in world farming has finally been agreed to by an alliance including the US government, the World Bank and environmental and development pressure

      groups.

      After a meeting in Budapest, the Hungarian capital, last week, they have agreed to participate in the

      review, which will examine the future role of all technologies from genetic modification to organic farming.

      The project is seen as potentially ground-breaking because it could reshape international approaches to

      future food security issues. It will address contentious issues such as the application of biotechnology in the

      developing world. 

      Bob Watson, the World Bank chief scientist who will co-chair the review, said: "This is a real opportunity to bring together and integrate local and international knowledge in a way that could reshape agricultural

      priorities and research agendas."

      The Budapest meeting was seen as critical. Beforehand it was uncertain the delicate consensus between

      bio-tech companies such as Monsanto and Syngenta and pressure groups would survive. However, all

      parties backed continuation of the project.

      Greenpeace said: "We have agreement for a fresh and really new approach to agriculture. Everyone knows

      that Syngenta and Greenpeace have disagreements over genetic modification but there is plenty of room for

      co-operation."

      Oxfam, the humanitarian group, said the process could lead to science being directed effectively to serving

      the world's poor.

      The review will start work early next year and is expected to finish in mid-2006. It is expected to be run

      under an umbrella of inter-governmental organisations including the World Bank, UN Food and Agriculture  Organisation, UN Environment Programme, UN Development Programme and World Health Organisation.

      The projects will cost Dollars 15m (Euros 13.2m, Pounds 9.3m), with the bulk of funding expected to come from the governments of developed countries.

      It is likely that Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary-General, and the World Bank board of directors will press the governments of OECD countries to ensure adequate funding.

      The review will concentrate on how food production can be increased in socially and environmentally

      sustainable ways.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The East African Standard

August 3, 2003 Sunday 

 Kenya;  Financing of Local Projects At Grassroots 

Is the Global Environment Facility Small Grants Programme (GEFSGP) the solution to world's fight against

      poverty and unemployment? 

      These was the question delegates from 65 countries sought to answer when they met at the United

      Nations Environment Programme complex in Nairobi recently during the Global Workshop of the GEFSGP. 

      The programme is a funding that is exclusively for community initiatives that are implemented through

      Non-Governmental and Community Based or Organisations (NGOs/CBOs) for the protection of the

      environment. The GEFSGP projects funding does not exceed $50,000 and are coupled with poverty

      alleviation and improvements of livelihoods for the beneficiaries. The programme currently operates in 65

      developing countries. 

      In Kenya, the programme was initiated in 1993 within the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

      and has to date funded 120 community projects that cost over $2.2 million, the UNDP resident

      representative Mr Paul Andre de la Porte said. 

      Some of the programmes that have won international awards are Kipepeo Butterfly farming project, the

      schools improved stoves project that saves 60 per cent of wood fuel and the Honey Care Bee Keeping

      project, crab farming and community solar lighting. 

      Porte says that the projects have distinguished themselves by generating innovations that have not been

      tried before, thus setting showcases for adoption and up-scaling to other communities locally and in the rest

      of the world. 

      Moreover, the programme has played a great role in testing national policies at the grassroots level. 

      "The GEFSGP initiatives have played a notable role in testing some national policies at community level," he told the delegates. 

      The programme has put to test the local energy policy, which was silent about the issue of generation and

      distribution of electricity by small scale independent community level projects. 

      In the last three years, the local programme has raised $2.5 million locally as parallel co-financing for its

      projects from other donors, partner implementing NGOs and from the beneficiary communities themselves. 

      The local programme has a co-ordination and management unit based in New York that gives overall

      guidance and polices for the global programme. 

      The programme is implemented by UNDP and has a small secretariat at Gigiri, UN grounds. 

      This year, the programme will be boosted by three programme officers from the German Development Service (DED) for monitoring projects and technical assistance, two of whom will be based in Kisumu and Malindi  areas. 

      The GEFSGP works on effective decentralised funding mechanism in which the New York co-ordinating unit overseas the overall policies, but all funding decisions are made in the country by a National Steering

      Committee (NSC) comprising 15 professional from across-section of institutions such as local universities,

      other UN bodies, international research organisations, international NGOs, private consultants and the

      business sector. The NSC also assists the National co-ordinator in project monitoring and evaluation. 

      The programme exists in the country from a request by the government to the Global Environment Facility. 

      Even though the projects are funded exclusively through the Civil Societies organisations (CSOs), the

      programme addresses government priorities as spelt out in many government planning documents, such as

      the National Environment Action Plan, and also international convention documents such as Agenda 21. 

      The implementing NGOs are required to submit the project proposal to the various district based environment bodies for their information.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Economic Newswire

August 2, 2003 

U.N. to compile online global atlas of sea mammals

      The United Nations will launch a project to compile an online global atlas of whales, seals and other sea

      mammals targeted at national governments and corporations to promote conservation, a U.N.

      Environmental Program official said Saturday.

      The U.N. hopes the atlas, also featuring dolphins, polar bears, sea otters and dugongs, will be a

      comprehensive database of sea mammals, many of which face extinction due to overhunting and pollution,

      according to the official. 

      With the help of scientists and environmental conservation groups, data will be gathered on animal numbers and their locations and habitats for posting on the Internet possibly from early next year.

      The U.N. plans to show how these animals are affected by human activities as well as note important areas

      for breeding so that governments can use the atlas as a base for drawing up protection policies and firms

      can do the same for environmental impact assessments in marine developments.

      The official said the atlas Web site may also include photos and sounds the animals make so the site may be used for educational purposes.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/133581_du04.html

War's unintended effects

Use of depleted uranium weapons lingers as health concern

Monday, August 4, 2003

By LARRY JOHNSON

SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER FOREIGN DESK EDITOR

BAGHDAD, Iraq -- The ideal legacy of the war in Iraq is a free and democratic society, but a sinister legacy of another kind is possible as well -- cancers and birth defects.

Depleted uranium weapons used by the U.S.-led forces in the war have left battle sites throughout Iraq contaminated with abnormally high levels of radiation.

Although there is no firm consensus, nuclear experts and laymen alike generally agree that depleted uranium, which is toxic as well as radioactive, is at the very least a potential cause of cancers and birth defects. Some Iraqi physicians and others blame depleted uranium weapons used in the 1991 Gulf War for a major increase of cancers and birth defects that occurred a few years later. It is also a prime suspect for the Gulf War Syndrome that has sickened and killed thousands of U.S. veterans.

The Pentagon and United Nations estimate that U.S. and British forces used 1,100 to 2,200 tons of armor-piercing shells made of depleted uranium during attacks in Iraq in March and April -- far more than the estimated 375 tons used in the 1991 Gulf War.

U.S. tanks, Bradley fighting machines, A-10 attack jets and Apache helicopters routinely used depleted uranium rounds, but in the recent war, the ammunition was used in and near heavily populated areas, not just in the desert.

There are some studies under way that could shed more light on the effects of depleted uranium, a highly complex and poorly understood subject.  Critics say DU shouldn't be used until the studies have been completed, while supporters, primarily the military, say it is critical to success on the battlefield.

Rep. Jim McDermott, D-Wash., has introduced legislation requiring the U.S. government to conduct studies of DU's effects on health and the environment, and cleanup of DU contamination in the United States. The

bill, co-sponsored by 23 other Democrats, remains in committee.

He said DU may well be associated with increased birth defects.

"We continue to get these sporadic reports of various places where a lot of people are getting sick, and nobody is willing to connect the dots yet," he said. "I'm afraid we're going to have a lot of people get sick before they

finally admit that depleted uranium really causes a problem for us (U.S. veterans and their families) as well as for the Iraqis."

After NATO's use of DU weapons in Kosovo in 1999, the Council of Europe parliamentarians called for a worldwide ban on the manufacture, testing, use and sale of weapons using depleted uranium, asserting that NATO's use of DU weapons would have "long term effects on health and quality of life in South-East Europe, affecting future generations." The call went unheeded.

An independent policy analyst on the use and effects of DU, in a June 24 report, was critical of both the British and the Americans for not doing more to protect their troops and civilians from DU in Iraq. But the report

held criticism for those on all sides of the DU issue.

"What is clear ... is that elements of the U.S. government will manipulate information and even lie about the health of U.S. combat veterans to avoid liability for DU's health and environmental effects," said Dan Fahey, who has testified on DU at a number of congressional hearings. "Equally as clear is the willingness of some anti-DU activists to promote theories as fact, fabricate data and manipulate statistics, and exploit the suffering

of people to further political or financial interests."

'A well-established risk'

In June, the Seattle Post-Intelligencer conducted tests at six sites from Basra to Baghdad, and found elevated levels of radiation at all of them. One destroyed tank near Baghdad was 1,500 times more radioactive than

normal background radiation. Another was 1,400 times more radioactive than background.

To get additional evidence that DU was used on these tanks, the P-I used swabs of cloth to gather samples of residue from the blackened bullet holes on two tanks on the outskirts of Baghdad, and from the black ash on a tank in Kut.

Bruce Busby, radiation safety officer for Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle analyzed the swabs. Although stressing that far more sophisticated equipment and tests are required to positively identify DU and precisely measure contamination levels, he was able to determine that the swabs had elevated levels of radioactive contamination, consistent with DU. Still, Busby is not convinced it is a severe problem in Iraq. " ...

Considering all the other hazards those people are exposed to, this is a small risk," he said.

Others were more alarmed by the P-I findings.

"... if you found it (DU), it's possible kids could get it on their hands by playing on tanks, and adults could inhale re-suspended dust if salvaging equipment," Fahey said.

Tedd Weyman, deputy director of the Uranium Medical Centre, an independent research group in Canada and Washington, D.C., was also concerned about DU in Iraq.

"... Alpha emitters -- DU is one -- are carcinogenic and . . . inhalation exposure of low quantities of low-level radioactive material is a well-established risk," Weyman said. "Externally, the radioactivity travels  a very short distance -- centimeters -- before fully releasing all its energy and disintegrating, (But) if inhaled and lying adjacent to cells in the body, it is a serious hazard."

Although the Pentagon has said depleted uranium is the material of choice because its density allows it to slice through heavy tank armor, the Army is currently looking at an alternative. A Florida company, Liquidmetal

Technologies, says it can get comparable performance from ammunition using an exotic alloy of tungsten, and if the Army decides to switch, the new rounds could be in service within two years.

The Pentagon has sent mixed signals about the effects of depleted uranium, saying there have been no known health problems associated with the munition. At the same time, the military acknowledges the hazards in an

Army training manual, which requires that anyone who comes within 25 meters of any DU-contaminated equipment or terrain wear respiratory and skin protection, and says that "contamination will make food and water unsafe for consumption."

According to the Army Environmental Policy Institute, holding a spent DU round would expose a person to about 200 rem per hour. That's a level of radiation equivalent to receiving eight chest X-rays per hour, said to Tom Carpenter, director of the Government Accountability Project's Nuclear Oversight Campaign. That's also twice the annual radiation exposure limit allowed by the Washington state.

The Environmental Protection Agency Web site says, "There is no firm basis for setting a 'safe' level of exposure (to radiation) above background. Most regulatory and advisory bodies around the world (including EPA) assume that any exposure carries some risk and that the risk increases as the exposure increases."

The April issue of New Scientist magazine reported that Alexandra Miller, a radiobiologist with the Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute in Bethesda, Md., has discovered the first direct evidence that radiation from DU can damage chromosomes. "The chromosomes break, and the fragments reform in a way that results in abnormal joins. Both the breaks and the joins are commonly found in tumor cells," the article says. The implication is that it could cause cancer.

Miller's work suggests that the toxic nature of DU, combined with its radioactivity, could produce effects more dire than either of those  characteristics acting alone.

"I think that we assumed that we knew everything that we needed to know about uranium. (But) This is something we have to consider now when we think about risk estimates," the article says.

Cancer on the rise

Researchers aren't the only ones concerned.

The U.S. and British use of DU during the latest conflict, also alarms doctors in Iraq. Cancer had already increased dramatically in southern Iraq. In 1988, 34 people died of cancer; in 1998, 450 died of cancer; in

2001 there were 603 cancer deaths. The rate of birth defects also had risen sharply, according to doctors in Iraq.

Now, doctors in Iraq say, the number of cancers and birth defects may be "devastating."

"This is the right time for active support to help prevent the catastrophic effects of the bombing," said Dr. Alim Yacoub, on his last day as dean of the Al Mustansiriya Medical School in Baghdad.

"It is the right time for our U.S. friends to alleviate the consequences of depleted uranium and dirty weapons," he said.

"If there isn't a centralized health plan soon, the consequences could be devastating," said Yacoub, the foremost Iraqi authority on the effects of DU. Yacoub has tracked the rise of cancer in Iraq for years, and places the blame squarely on DU.

"For the past 12 years, we have only been able to watch what's going on in this country, now it is time for a comprehensive health plan for cleaning up DU and for treating cancer," he said. Yacoub has carefully preserved his studies and is eager to present them to other researchers.

From the cancer ward at the Mother and Child Hospital in Basra, Dr. Janan Ghalib Hassan has also tracked the rise in cancer in Iraq, primarily in the south, for years. It is a phenomena that she also says is most likely

caused by the DU used by U.S. forces in the Gulf War in 1991.

"I worked here in this hospital in 1980 and never saw so much cancer, but after 1991, I started to see many more cancer cases," Hassan said.

She said that because the incubation period for cancer is about five years, the effects of the latest war should start showing up in 2008. "I think the number of cancer cases will be as much as 10 times or more higher," she

said. "It is a crime; a crime."

FOR MORE INFORMATION

DEPLETED URANIUM

WHAT IT IS:

Depleted uranium is a highly dense, toxic and radioactive metal that is the byproduct of the process during which fissionable uranium used to make nuclear bombs and reactor fuel is separated from natural uranium. The U.S. uses it for bullets and shells.

WHAT IT DOES:

Depleted uranium contains the highly toxic U-238 isotope, which has a radioactive half-life of about 4.5 billion years. As U-238 breaks down, an ongoing process, it creates protactinium-234, which radiates potent beta

particles that may cause cancer as well as mutations in body cells that could lead to birth defects.

HOW IT SPREADS:

When a depleted uranium round hits a hard target, as much as 70 percent of the projectile can burn on impact, creating a firestorm of depleted uranium particles. The toxic residue of this firestorm is an extremely fine

insoluble uranium dust that can be spread by the wind, inhaled and absorbed into the human body and absorbed by plants and animals, becoming part of  the food chain. Once in the soil, it can pollute the environment and create up to a hundredfold increase in uranium levels in ground water, according

to the U.N. Environmental Program.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Dan Fahey report

New Scientist article

Uranium Medical Research Centre

U.S. Department of Defense

National Gulf War Resource Center

A P-I special report on Iraq:
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     Protection needed for 'marine  Serengetis' 

     By Richard Black 

     BBC science correspondent 

     Efforts to conserve threatened marine creatures such as sharks and turtles     should concentrate on so-called hotspots of biodiversity, according to a new     scientific study. 

     Researchers from Germany and Canada discovered that certain areas of the     ocean seem to teem with many different species and that these locations     should be developed as marine reserves. 

     The scientists' modelling shows that preventing fishing in these "parks" would     be the most efficient way of enhancing the survival prospects of those fish and     other marine animals now threatened with extinction. 

     The team, led by Dr Boris Worm from the Institute for Marine Science in Kiel,      publishes its findings in the journal Proceedings Of The National Academy Of Sciences (PNAS). 

     Plundered seas 

     It is well known that on land, some places are far richer in species than others;  a couple of examples are tropical rainforests and savannah watering-holes.  Many of these areas have now been turned into protected parks. 

     But Dr Worm and colleagues have shown this concentration of life to be true  also of the oceans. Although scientists have long suspected this to be the case,  the new study is said to be one of the first to put some hard data to the idea. 

     "This is like the watering-holes in the Serengeti, where you have lions and  leopards and gazelles and wildebeest and all species congregating at a  relatively small spot," Dr Worm said. 

     "We've looked for these spots in the open ocean," he told BBC News Online. 

     And they found them. By using records compiled over many years by scientific  observers on long-line fishing boats, Dr Worm's team discovered that there are  places in the ocean that really are the marine equivalents of the Serengeti, rich  in species like tuna, swordfish, shark and billfishes. 

     Many of these organisms are under threat of extinction - some of the large predatory species have seen their numbers decline by 90% in living memory. 

     Wasted effort 

     The hotspots tend to lie in regions where the tropical and temperate oceans meet, and coincide with features like reefs and underwater mounts where  there is also a diversity of plankton and smaller fish. 

     "We see the ocean as a seemingly uniform, monotonous landscape which is  just plain water," Dr Worm said. 

     "We find out more and more that this is not true. The ocean has structure; this structure is imposed by differences in temperature, in salinity, in different  hydrographic features." 

     Dr Worm's team has run computer models showing that locating marine  reserves in hotspots would be a highly efficient way of preserving the  spectacular predators of the open ocean. 

     "If you preserve the wrong area, if you close it off from fishing - fishermen go  elsewhere and then they may go to an area which has high diversity and  where they cause increased harm. 

     "If you protect the right areas, you do conservation most efficiently." 

________________________________________________________________________________________

World Market Research Centre

World Markets Analysis

August 04, 2003

French Anti-Globalisation Icon Freed

Anti-globalisation activist farmer Jose Bove has been released early from jail by a French judge, on condition      that he remain under surveillance at home. Bove, in prison on charges of trampling genetically-modified  crops, had said he wanted to go home in order to be able to work on plans to disrupt the upcoming World  Trade Organisation (WTO) meeting in Cancun, Mexico. Somewhat surprisingly, the judge ordered his      release on 2 August 2003. President Jacques Chirac had cut his sentence from ten months to six on Bastille      Day (14 July), when the president traditionally announces pardons. Bove may now request permission to go      to Cancun himself, but it is unlikely that he will be granted this. 

      Significance: Bove's release was, technically-speaking, a fairly straightforward matter given that France      allows sentences of under 12 months to be replaced by surveillance without too much difficulty. However, it      is likely to strengthen the beliefs of France's militant left and anti-globalisation movement that it has won      this particular battle.

      LOAD-DATE: August 04, 2003
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An environmental version of the Hippocratic oath 
Jared Blumenfeld
Monday, August 4, 2003 
©2003 San Francisco Chronicle | Feedback 

URL: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/chronicle/a/2003/08/04/ED47457.DTL 

A bold environmental code becomes law in San Francisco today, one whose overarching framework is called the Precautionary Principle. Through it, San Francisco is taking a significant step away from the Bush administration's anti-environmental policies. 

The Precautionary Principle sets out to improve the way we make environmental decisions. While the Bush team asks, "How much environmental harm will be allowed?," in San Francisco, decision-makers will ask a very different question: "How little harm is possible?" 

San Francisco is a leader in making choices based on the least environmentally harmful alternatives, thereby challenging traditional assumptions about risk management. The 11 existing laws consolidated in the Environment Code have introduced more than 700 zero- or low-emission vehicles to the city's fleet, conserved 6,800 trees and more than half-a-million gallons of water each year by purchasing recycled content paper, cut toxic- pesticide use in half and protected worker health by designing buildings that use less energy and other precious natural resources. 

We acknowledge that our world will never be free from risk. However, a risk that is unnecessary, and not freely chosen, is never acceptable. San Francisco's Precautionary Principle, enacted as part of the Environment Code, insists that environmental decision-making be based on rigorous science -- science that is explicit about what is known, what is not known and what may never be known about potential hazards. 

Unfortunately, in today's regulatory system lack of proof of harm is usually misinterpreted as proof of safety. In San Francisco, we want to create a means to take action despite scientific uncertainty about the degree of a given risk. Too often, regulatory agencies get stuck in "paralysis by analysis"; the new framework removes excuses for inaction on the grounds of scientific uncertainty. 

The costs of not taking precautionary action are often very high, as we've seen in the case of tobacco, lead and asbestos. Early scientific warnings about risks to health went unheeded by government agencies. As a result, billions of dollars have been spent to deal with the consequences of these problems. Costs include health care and health insurance, lost economic productivity, absenteeism, lost wages and cleanup. The Precautionary Principle process also requires decision-makers to consider possible impact to the local economy. 

Our Precautionary Principle calls for a careful analysis of a range of alternatives using the best available information. The goal of this process is to determine whether a potentially hazardous activity is necessary, and whether less hazardous options are available. For instance, our pesticide reduction program eliminated all of the most toxic chemicals used by city gardeners and identified less-toxic ways to solve weed and pest problems, some as benign as using goats to clear weed-choked hillsides or heat cannons to kill termites in walls. Science provides vital evidence for making these decisions. However, elected officials will ultimately use a combination of scientific data and judgments of what is necessary, useful and fair to make environmental decisions. 

Both locally and internationally, the public bears the direct consequences of environmental decisions. A government's course of action is necessarily enriched by broadly based public participation when a range of alternatives is considered. This concept of environmental democracy is deeply ingrained in San Francisco's Precautionary Principle. 

At the World Trade Organization, the Bush administration is fighting the European Union's right to restrict imports of genetically modified foods; beef containing hormones, and proposed legislation that would require some 30,000 chemicals now in use to be immediately registered with EU authorities. The failure of the United States to adopt the Precautionary Principle is yet another way in which we are ostracizing ourselves from the rest of the planet. 

San Francisco's Precautionary Principle presents a historic opportunity to refocus environmental decision-making on reducing harm. In doing so, we are sending a message to Washington: The days of letting polluters and industries set our health and environmental agenda may be over sooner than you think. 

Jared Blumenfeld is director of San Francisco's Department of the Environment (www.SFEnvironment.com). 
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General Environmental news

Virunga National Park in DR Congo under threat 

Goma, DR Congo (PANA) - The recurrence of war, demographic pressure, traditional conception of land ownership, weak human resources and insufficient financial means are causing the deforestation of the Vurunga National Park (PNVi), listed among endangered parks, environmental scientist Deo Mbula observed. Mbula held conferences on the endangered World Heritage during a two-day visit to Ishasha, in the PNVi, with some 60 nature friendly youngsters. He called on the youths to save the park, warning that it could disappear if nothing was done to preserve it. The international NGO Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund, which finances research and activities aimed at protecting the World Heritage, sponsored the friends of nature, members of the environmentalist NGO Cosmos Notre Monde. UNESCO listed the Virunga National Park was listed as part of the World Heritage in 1979. Development projects have been initiated by several environmentalist organizations, to involve local populations in the conservation of the world reserve, located in the tectonic rift from Lake Albert to Lake Kivu, with the major volcanoes of

the Great Lakes region.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng006669&dte=04/08/2003
Tough Laws to Protect Planet

Business Day (Johannesburg): THE South African government is set to put teeth into environmental law in line with international best practices and the triple bottom line approach to company reporting recommended in the second King report on corporate governance. Michael Judin, senior partner at Goldman Judin Maisels, says lawyers involved in commercial law transactions identified a trend several years ago, in which agreements they were working on for international clients contained onerous and extensive representations and warranties relating to environmental issues. He says companies in the US and Europe were concerned about the long-arm reach of environmental legislation, that could result in them being sued at home or in foreign jurisdictions. Judin believes in SA extensive and possibly even draconian legislation on environmental issues is in the pipeline. "It will impose personal liability on directors and others where there is a breach of environmental law," he says. "Most commercial lawyers are already starting to draft agreements as if this legislation was already in place. "There is a determination from government to ensure that the way we've treated the land, the sea, water and air in the past is not going to continue." Judin says SA will not be able to trade internationally, sell its goods and services to optimum advantage or attract tourism, unless properly enforced environmental legislation is in place.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308040738.html
Set Up Anti-Poaching Units: Nhema

The Herald (Harare): THERE is need to create anti-poaching units and educate communities so that they become part of the Communal Areas Management Programme For Indigenous Resources (Campfire), the Minister of Environment and Tourism, Cde Francis Nhema, has said. Speaking at the launch of Safari Marketing and Management Service, Cde Nhema urged people to pool their resources together and set up anti-poaching units to protect the country's wildlife. Poaching has seriously affected the country with half of the wildlife population believed to have been lost to poachers over the past two years. The minister said there was need to educate communities and involve them in protecting the wildlife for their own benefit, but warned against creating conflict in the communities. Cde Nhema urged hunters not to extinct wildlife saying hunting was not all about money but to conserve a national heritage.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308040514.html
Charcoal Briquettes 'Will Save Trees'

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The use of charcoal briquettes as a source of energy can save more than 18 million trees in the country annually. Displaying the briquettes at the Kisumu Regional Show Mr. Ignatius Wafula of Nzoia Sugar Company said the new source of energy is cost effective and environmentally friendly. Wafula said briquettes, which are made from bargasse, has more energy and emit less smoke than ordinary charcoal. He said the company could raise more than Sh20 million from the sale of charcoal

briquettes if the facility is fully utilized. Wafula said it was unfortunate that most sugar companies in the country throw away bargasse as a by-product during the sugar production process. He said apart from briquettes, bargasse could also be used to manufacture other commodities like candles and tooth brushes. "Bargasse is a very important by product of sugar because it can still be used as a raw material for various commodities," he said. Wafula said a sack of charcoal briquettes would cost only Sh100 while ordinary charcoal goes for Sh300 per sack. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308040814.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 05 August 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Looming health crisis: World on the brink
The Hindu Business Line, India, August 5, 2003 (P. Nagarajan) - WE NOW live in a fast changing world, with ever-increasing interdependence of nations, people and regions, marked by unprecedented pace of globalisation, primarily dominated by the forces of market fundamentalism. "Civilisation is reviving itself into a pathologically short attention span," Stewart Brand points out in his recent book The Clock of the Long Now. Also, he says grave disconnected developments are in progress, and "our ever-hastier decisions and actions do not respond to our long-term understanding, or to the gravity of responsibility we bear." 
…The physical environmental, ecological, social, economic, cultural and human behavioural factors influence the microbe-host interaction. This interaction provides the opportunity for the microbes to encounter human beings. 
…Given the seriousness of emerging infectious diseases and its impact on national and global security, the time has arrived to take a hard look at the devastating impact of the so-called economic globalisation on the ecosystems. We must stop the momentum of globalisation, before we drastically disrupt the ecosystems. 
"A healthy population and a healthy environment are social and economic good. We cannot think of healthy population without a healthy environment and ecosystem," said Mr Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme. 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/bline/stories/2003080500110900.htm 

General environment news

Global warming and Bangladesh
The Independent-Bangladesh, August 4, 2003 (Ali Zubaer Abdullah) - Environment is a subject of big concern today. Global warming is posing a serious threat for Bangladesh, India, Maldives and Sri Lanka - countries in the region touched by the water of the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. It is said that the sea-level along the coast of Bangladesh is rising about 3 millimeters a year. A 10 centimeter sea-level rise which is most likely to happen within 2030 as projected by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climatic Change (IPCC), will inundate about 2500 square kilometers or about 2 per cent of the total land area of the country. The critical impacts due to sea level rise, being effected due to global warming, include a] drainage congestion problems; b] reduced fresh water availability; c] disturbance of morphologic process with increased river bank erosions; and d] increased intensity of disasters. Countries like the Maldives would face wide loss of many of its islands with the swell of the sea.
It is a pity that while Bangladesh and other countries in the south Asian region do not have a major role in terms of measures to stabilise human induced greenhouse gas emissions leading to climate change, they remain on the receiving end to suffer from its consequences. But these are the external factors on which these countries do not have much strength to deal with, economically and technologically.
The UNEP report of "brown cloud" over Asia should be stirring new worries for the region, already beset with a magnitude of socio-economic and environmental problems. According to the report quoting scientific observations, a 3 km thick blanket of thick particles is floating over the region which can have several negative impacts for environment.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/aug/04/04082003lt.htm#A2 

One million hit by Pakistani floods

The Age, Australia , August 5 2003 - At least one million people in southern Pakistan have been left marooned, homeless and facing disease or snakebites as a result of floods caused by the worst monsoon rains in a decade, officials said today. 

The death toll from 24 days of flooding in Sindh province hit 153 over the weekend. Nine more died in the past two days of heavy rains in North West Frontier Province bringing the countrywide toll to 162. 

More than half a million houses have been damaged or washed away in an area more than 1,000 sq km in size. 

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/08/05/1059849377262.html 

 
Flood situation worsens in HP, Bihar 
The Hindu, India, New Delhi, Aug. 4. (UNI): Monsoon showers continued to sweep across the country today submerging more areas in flood-ravaged Bihar and leaving a trail of destruction in Himachal Pradesh. 
Heavy rains lashed Delhi earlier in the day as the Met office forecast more spells of rain, heavy in some areas. 
Monsoon remained active in Himachal Pradesh as rains also lashed parts of Jharkhand, East Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Konkan and Goa, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and Lakshadweep. 
…Official sources said flooding in the Kosi, Kamla and Kareh rivers submerged several blocks in Samastipur district, worst affected being the Bihthan block where gushing waters washed away standing crops spread over 5,000 acres. 
Floods have affected nearly 2.6 million people in 16 districts as authorities put into use their entire resources in rescue operations. 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/holnus/01042230.htm 

Will the developing countries ever get access to cheap life saving medicines?
The Daily Star, Bangladesh, August 5, 2003 (Ron Chepesiuk) - People of industrialised countries complain that the prices of lifesaving drugs are outrageous. Yet little do they comprehend what the costs must seem like to people in Bangladesh and other poor countries In South Asia, the lack of affordable drugs can be a life and death issue and many people die everyday as a result. 
The sad fact is that poor countries could have ready access to cheap and affordable drugs to treat diseases like AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, which kill millions annually. But thank to the WTO, the U.S. government, and the powerful transnational pharmaceutical lobby, this access has been severely restricted. The bottom line is this: In this age of globalisation, the trade interests of the drug companies are more important than the health and welfare of people in the developing world.
…The pharmaceuticals have played hard ball with poor countries that dare challenge their power. Thirty-nine of them, with the support of the Bush administration, filed a law suit against South Africa. The crime? South Africa dared to suggest that the pharmaceutical multinationals should make cheap generic drugs available to its AIDS sufferers. The pharmaceuticals, however, withdrew the suit because of intense pressure spearheaded by a coalition of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) led by Oxfam, Third World Network, Doctors Without Borders and Consumer International. 
Nearly fifty developing countries then banded together to work for a resolution that would enforce a moratorium in member states taking legal action within the WTO on case involving public health and TRIPS (the WTO's Council on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights). Meanwhile, another law suit by the U.S. against Brazil has gone before the WTO and is being settled within the WTO Dispute Settlement Body.
…Nothing happened at Geneva, but the WTO remains worried that the continuing deadlock could disrupt negotiations in other important areas. Carlos Perez del Castillo, chairman of the WTO General Council, says the lack of any sort of agreement on the cheap medicine and the farm trade issues will spoil the WTO conference in Cancun this September. Time is running out, but he believes a solution to the issue of low cost drugs must be found "more for symbolic reasons than for trade reasons" and that it " is absolutely necessary". The fear is that, if nothing happens, a rupture will occur between the WTO's rich and poor members that will affect the organisation's future.
http://www.thedailystar.net/2003/08/05/d30805150289.htm 

China drought devastates people, lands
August 4, 2003 - BEIJING: A devastating drought gripping large parts of China has left 8.6 million people short of drinking water and laid waste to millions of hectares of arable land, state media said on Sunday. Across the country record high temperatures of 40 degrees Celsius and above have been recorded, including in Shanghai. China's industrial and commercial centre is sweltering in its longest period of sustained hot weather for more than 50 years, the Xinhua news agency said. The firing up of so many air conditioners has led to a "grave energy shortage" with the municipal government ordering the suspension of all scenic lighting at night to save electricity. In rural areas south of the Yangtze River, which is a leading grain production base, more than 6.5 million hectares of arable land in 11 provinces, including Hunan, Jiangxi, Zhejang and Fujian, have been affected by the drought.
http://jang.com.pk/thenews/aug2003-daily/04-08-2003/world/w14.htm
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ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

'Save It' festival to begin

BAHRAIN'S first ever Conservation Festival begins today. 

The festival, organised by the Electricity and Water Ministry, will be staged at the Bahrain Mall food court area. Electricity and Water Minister Shaikh Abdulla bin Salman Al Khalifa will open the event at 5pm. 

One of the main aims of the festival, which continues until August 10, is to make people aware of the importance of conserving electricity and water through a series of competitions and events. 

One of the main messages which will be transmitted during the event is a call for people to switch off one air-conditioner in their homes and offices during peak hours to help ease the pressure on power consumption.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=57918&Sn=BNEW
A'ali burial mounds 'must be protected'

[image: image1.jpg]



A CALL to protect A'ali's historic burial mounds went out yesterday.

Central Municipal Council educational, cultural and social committee chairman and constituency two (A'ali and Salmabad) councillor Sayed Abdulla Al A'ali urged the Information Ministry to pay more attention to caring for the historical site.

"A'ali's burial mounds are the biggest in the world. How could such a historical site left to be destroyed

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=57920&Sn=BNEW


Oman

The Regional Municipality, Environment and Water Resources continued enhancing its environmental work through establishing a Wildlife Protection Unit in the Demaniat Island Reserves.

http://www.omandaily.com/
http://www.alwatan.com/
Yemen

Yemen leads the fight against Rift Valley Fever

Yemen was recently selected as the center for monitoring and combating Rift Valley Fever in six countries: Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Egypt, Mauritania, Sudan and Yemen, said Minister of Agriculture & Irrigation Hassan Omar Suwaid.

The minister pointed out that Yemen has been chosen as a centre for combating Rift Valley Fever since Yemen is one of the most successful countries who were able to combat this ailing with the least experience, costs and abilities and as a result of Yemen’s previous experience on this concern. 

The minister added that Oman has requested to join the assembly and that Rift Valley Fever has already been successfully eradicated in Yemen. “The Ministry of Agriculture & Irrigation is monitoring the disease on the Yemeni borders around the clock,” he said

http://www.yobserver.com/topstories/hometopstories.php?id=1977&issue=80
Bottled water factories fined millions

A Capital Secretariat court fined a mineral water bottling factory YR 400,000 last week, one of five similar verdicts issued by the court against bottling companies and importers with fines ranging between YR 75-410,000.

Manager of Environment Health Dr. Muhammed Al-Asbahi, who declined to name the violating companies, said, “The violations were embodied in their listing of their products’ contents or marketing expired products.”

The court verdicts stipulated the owners and producers of these expired materials should destroy them on their account.

The Environmental Health Department of the Ministry of Public Health withdrew 120,000 bottles of mineral water from the markets over the last 45 days and shut down three water stations for violations including incorrectly filling bottles with water or using unsanitary containers.

Public health laws stipulate that water bottling equipment should be appropriately treated and plastic bottles should never be used more than once.

http://www.yobserver.com/localnews/localnews.php?issue=80
Arab fisheries conference concluded

Encouraging investment in the field of fisheries, establishing joint Arab fishing and fish production and marketing companies, and creating a database that contains accurate fishery information and statistics from all Arab countries that can be documented, analyzed and published, were the stated goals of Arab fisheries officials who concluded their conference in Sana’a last Tuesday.

Dr. Ali Mohammed Mejawir, Minister of Fisheries, said, “The recommendations commit the delegations who participated in the meting, representing most of the coastal Arab countries, to create complementation in terms of interchange and trade, directing Arab investment and creating added value by exploiting fish wealth and exporting it.”

http://www.yobserver.com/localnews/localnews.php?issue=80
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Liberia

*
Liberia: UN airlifts first of two Nigerian battalions to war-torn capital

*
Emergency provisions airlifted into Liberian capital by UN food agency

Iraq


*
UN envoy visits Turkey as he fine-tunes world body’s role

*
In talks with Kuwaiti leaders, UN’s top envoy to Baghdad urges aid to Iraq

*
Religious leaders urged by UN official to foster solidarity

Afghanistan

*
UN helps protect crops in face of worst locust plague in living memory

*
Measles campaign vaccinates over 5 million Afghan children – UN

*
UN says security commission plans meeting to address recent skirmishes

Other news

*
Kosovo: officer killed in first fatal attack on UN police force 

*
Security Council renews authorization of multinational force for Côte d’Ivoire

*
Liberia, Iraq, Middle East top Security Council agenda for August – President

*
Sierra Leone special court releases rebel leader Sankoh’s body to family members

*
Guinea-Bissau: Security Council expresses concern over delayed electoral process

*
Acting UN rights chief condemns suicide bombing of Russian military hospital

*
UN health agency urges even stronger measures to curb tobacco use

*
Panel discussion at UN to focus on gay rights

*
UN anti-racism committee opens 63rd session with human rights under siege

*
Chile’s monkey tree, some dating back to days of Christ, in peril – UN agency

*
UN agency partners with world rugby competition to highlight chronic hunger

*
New chief of UN civil aviation agency begins duties

* * * *

Liberia

4 August – The United Nations today transported the first of two battalions from Nigeria to Liberia’s main airport to set up a forward headquarters for West African troops that will help restore 

order in the war-torn country.

Despite inclement weather in the Liberian capital of Monrovia, a total of 142 troops and their equipment had been deployed to Robertsfield airport from Freetown, Sierra Leone, where they had been a part of the UN Mission in that country, known as UNAMSIL. The Nigerian troops are to form part of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) force that will police implementation of a recent ceasefire agreement between the Liberian Government and the country’s two main rebel factions, the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and the Movement for Democracy and Elections in Liberia (MODEL).
In a press briefing today at UN Headquarters in New York, Hédi Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General for UN Peacekeeping Operations, told reporters that the airlift would continue over the coming days and, barring any unforeseen development, was expected to be completed by 17 August.

Two months of nearly non-stop fighting between Liberian rebels and government forces has devastated Monrovia. Countless civilians have been killed or wounded and hundreds of thousands of others have streamed into the capital seeking refuge from the fighting. Many have been living in the streets with little if any access to clean water, sanitation and food. UN agencies have called the conditions “horrific” and say the city is now in the grips of a cholera epidemic.

Last Friday, the UN Security Council authorized the establishment of a multinational force to support implementation of the ceasefire, as well as a follow-on UN stabilization force. Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed the move, saying, “Now that this resolution has passed…I would hope that when the multinational force gets there, it will bring some hope and relief to the Liberian people as we prepare to deploy a UN peacekeeping operation.”

Mr. Annabi said Monday the deployment of the second Nigerian battalion and its equipment – to be transported by the United States – was scheduled to begin around 15 August. The UN, through UNAMSIL, would sustain and provide logistical support to the two battalions for an initial period of 30 days until a contractor, with the support of the US, took over, he said. He pointed out that because of the ongoing downsizing of UNAMSIL, instead of being redeployed to the world body’s logistics base at Brindisi, Italy, some of the Mission’s assets were now being redeployed to Liberia.

Mr. Annabi said that in anticipation of Friday’s action by the Council, preparation had already begun for the follow-on peacekeeping force. As was usually the case in such situations, preparations were also underway to send a technical survey mission to Monrovia as soon as security conditions permitted. In addition, the UN was in touch with potential contributors to that follow-on peacekeeping force and would soon be meeting with them to firm up all arrangements for their deployment and ascertain exactly what countries were prepared to participate and what assets and equipment they were prepared to offer.

Also as part of the planning process, an Integrated Task Force (ITF) on Liberia was being established and was expected to hold its first meeting this week under the chairmanship of Jacques Paul Klein, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia.
* * *

Liberia

 
3 August – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today announced the launch of an emergency operation to fly critical aid supplies into the Liberian capital of Monrovia, where hundreds of thousands of people are in desperate need of assistance following two weeks of fighting.

The first consignment of high energy biscuits for some 4,000 people arrived in the city on Saturday from Sierra Leone, and the agency plans to fly in more than ten times that amount over the next few days.

“This is the first time WFP has been able to move food into Monrovia since the latest fighting erupted and [it] will help us to save the lives of thousands of malnourished people,” said Manuel Aranda da Silva, the agency’s Regional Director for West Africa.

The 12 tons of nutritious biscuits will be distributed by WFP and its partners to approximately 100,000 of the most vulnerable people, including thousands of displaced who have set up temporary camps close to the airport. Some of the food will also be sent to area hospitals that are critically short of supplies and to camps for internally displaced people in the interior. Those sites have not received any aid since June.

“It is an expensive operation but we have no choice,” said Mr. Aranda da Silva. “People are crying out for food and this is the only way we can get aid into the city at the moment.”

Before the fighting, WFP had pre-positioned over 10,000 tons of food in Monrovia, including bulgar wheat, maize meal, lentils and vegetable oil. But the agency hasn’t been able to access those stocks since mid-July when rebels launched their third attack on the capital.

In announcing the airlift today, WFP urged the warring parties to agree to the establishment of a secure humanitarian corridor across the frontline so that relief supplies can start moving immediately.

“The airlift is only a temporary measure since we cannot fly in enough aid to feed everyone,” Mr. Aranda da Silva warned. “The humanitarian corridor is a matter of life and death for tens of thousands of people in Monrovia.”

* * *

Iraq


4 August – Continuing his tour of neighbouring countries to drum up support for the political, humanitarian and economic reconstruction of Iraq, top United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello held long and “very productive” talks in Ankara today with Turkish Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul.


Fresh from weekend meetings with Kuwaiti leaders, Mr. Vieira de Mello,
Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, expressed his appreciation for Turkey’s full engagement in seeking ways to best support the process of restoring stability in Iraq and for its current humanitarian assistance.


During the three-hour meeting the two sides had “a fruitful exchange of views on how to ensure the full implementation” of the latest Security Council resolution on Iraq, a spokesman for the UN envoy said in Baghdad.


“Mr. Gul emphasized Turkey’s genuine commitment to the welfare of all Iraqis, and to seeking ways of relieving their suffering,” the spokesman added. “He also underlined the importance of the equitable representation of all sectors of Iraq’s population in its leadership institutions, indicating that this would ensure a stable and prosperous Iraq.”

Mr. Gul briefed the UN team on the debate in Turkey over any military contribution that his country might make to Iraq’s stabilization. The two teams also discussed how to proceed with ensuring the voluntary return of all refugees to and from Iraq.

As part of his efforts to obtain input from a full spectrum of Iraqi and neighbouring leaders as he fine tunes a UN role in the country following the recent war, Mr. Vieira de Mello has already visited Saudi Arabia, Syria and Iran. He also plans to travel to Egypt shortly.
* * *

Iraq

2 August – The senior United Nations envoy to Baghdad today underscored the need for outside aid to stabilize Iraq during talks with Kuwaiti officials, who responded positively to his call for help.

“The role of the United Nations in Iraq, the assistance of neighbouring countries in its reconstruction, and support for the newly created Governing Council were the main topics of discussion during a meeting between the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, and the Prime Minister of Kuwait, His Royal Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al- Sabah,” a UN spokesman said in a statement released in Kuwait City, where the meetings were held.

Mr. Vieira de Mello and members of his team also met for an hour with Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah before holding a working lunch with the Director of the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, Abdul Latif Al-Hamad.

In his talks with the Kuwaiti Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister, the UN envoy emphasized the need for support from States bordering Iraq. “Iraq needs its neighbours and its neighbours need a stable, sovereign and peaceful Iraq,” he said, stressing the importance of helping the newly established Iraqi Governing Council during the current transitional period.

The Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister affirmed Kuwait’s “unequivocal support” for the UN’s efforts in Iraq and pledged their country’s backing for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of its civilian infrastructure, according to the statement.

Dr. Al-Hamad affirmed that the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development was ready to assist in the reconstruction efforts once the Board of Trustees has approved Iraq’s reinstatement as a Fund member, the spokesman reported. Baghdad’s membership has been suspended since 1990. 

Mr. Vieira de Mello’s visit to Kuwait is part of his broader effort to consult with leaders of Iraq’s neighbouring States. He is scheduled to hold meetings in Turkey on Monday, and has already visited Saudi Arabia, Syria and Iran.

* * *

Iraq

2 August – The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq today called on the country’s religious leaders to foster the spirit of solidarity which is essential to recovery.

In an address to the inaugural meeting of the Executive Committee of the Iraq Inter-religious Council/Religions for Peace, Ramiro Lopes da Silva said the spiritual guidance of participants will be crucial for the country’s future. “It needs your unity to face the threat of disintegration. It needs your collective will to care for its needy and vulnerable. It needs your cohesive resolve to restore its sovereignty and reoccupy its rightful place among peace-loving nations,” he said.

Mr. Lopes da Silva also recalled the country’s historical importance in the spiritual development of humanity. “It is in Iraq that Christianity and Judaism had flourished for centuries and coexisted peacefully with Islam, both Shiite and Sunni.”

Islam, he stressed, “attaches an inalienable right to life and the dignity of the human person regardless of faith.” He added that the Islamic teachings “contributed immeasurably and are a boundless source of support to the international human rights and humanitarian law.”

Recalling Iraq’s recent dark history, marked by massive human rights violations including the previous regime’s “genocidal tactics in Iraqi Kurdistan,” the Humanitarian Coordinator said religious leaders would play a key role in the healing process. “The sooner you show unity and resolve to the followers of your faiths and sects, the faster will the aggrieved individuals and communities be able to overcome and cope with their traumas and losses,” he said. 

“The leaders of the different religious faiths in Iraq cannot allow religion to be used as a tool for tribal, ethnic or political divisions,” he cautioned.

The current democratic transition in Iraq must be guided by a spirit of unity, he said. “The ongoing discussions should move from the issue of the ‘number of seats’ allocated to this or that group in this or that committee or public office to a healthy debate on how all Iraqis should be living and working together,” he said, adding that religious leaders have the responsibility “not only to further, but also to lead the search for common ground identifying what unites all Iraqis.”

Voicing concern about “the present state of frailty of the public services, the tenuous state of law and order, the general lack of employment and poverty,” Mr. Lopes da Silva expressed hope that the meeting would serve to identify areas where the UN and the Executive Committee can work together “so that the assistance conveyed through us becomes even more effective.”

* * *

Afghanistan

 
4 August – A major threat to food production in northern Afghanistan has been averted thanks to a successful locust control campaign coordinated by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in the face of the worst outbreak in living memory, the agency reported today. 

Damage to the wheat crop was kept to a minimum although a survey of locust egg beds in 2002 indicated that over 400,000 hectares of rain-fed wheat and more than 190,000 hectares of irrigated wheat were at risk. The campaign treated over 123,000 hectares of locust infestations mainly with conventional pesticides. 

For the first time in Afghanistan, some areas were controlled with an insect growth regulator in an effort to introduce more environmentally friendly methods. FAO provided spraying equipment, protective clothing and training, together with two international and five national consultants. 

The Irish non-governmental organization GOAL supported nine provincial coordinators, 11 supervisors and 117 local organizers who led trained spray teams, each of approximately 10 local people. GOAL also provided transport and logistical support. 

The current outbreak began in 2001.

* * *

Afghanistan

4 August – In a bid to fight the most preventable cause of death among children in Afghanistan, the country’s government, with support from two United Nations agencies, successfully vaccinated more than 5 million children during a recent month-long campaign. 

The campaign – backed by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and other partners – administered the measles vaccine to children between the ages of 9 months and 5 years, an age bracket that has the highest risk of measles mortality. 

“The progress made in immunization efforts underlines steady improvements in the infrastructure and systems available to health teams as part of the country’s Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI),” UNICEF said yesterday of the campaign held across the country in June.

The improvements include investments in cold chain systems – the equipment and training required to ensure the safe storage and transport of vaccine – and also training of vaccinators themselves. The increased use of women vaccinators over the last 18 months also improved access to households. 

UNICEF said there has been a notable reduction in the number of reported cases of measles in Afghanistan, “from over 400 per month in January 2002 to less than 50 per month by mid-2003.” 

The recent campaign has ensured that the Afghan Government’s target for measles immunization for this year has been fully met, although routine vaccination activities will continue in order to maintain the necessary coverage levels to interrupt the transmission of the virus, UNICEF noted. 

* * *

Afghanistan

 
3 August – A key Afghan security commission will convene an “extraordinary meeting” on Monday to address problems in the Dara-i-Suf District, which has been the scene of recent skirmishes, a United Nations spokesman reported today.

The announcement comes on the heels of additional moves last week by the Mazar Multi Party Security Commission to promote stability. On Wednesday, the Commission decided that all factional commanders who have been recalled to Mazar-i-Sharif from the districts of Sholgara and Dara-i-Suf must report daily to the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).

The next day, one Jamiat and nine Jumbesh commanders from Sholgara as well as two Jamiat commanders from Dara-i-Suf turned up at UNAMA for registration, while an additional eight members of Jamiat came on Saturday. Based on past directives, a total of 37 commanders are required to report to the UN mission.

“Although the registration process has so far not yielded the results sought, it is a start and at the very least will provide one way for the Commission to ascertain which commanders have remained in Mazar,” UN spokesman David Singh told the press in Kabul. “It will also help to prevent some of these factional elements from returning to the two regions until the Commission can deal with the issues which have contributed to the recent spate of tensions and fighting in the two areas.” 

Meanwhile, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, today left Kabul for a three-day visit to Tehran, where he is scheduled to meet with a number of senior government officials before proceeding to New York for briefings.

* * *

Kosovo

4 August – The United Nations police force in Kosovo suffered its first fatal attack last night when an officer was shot and killed in a sniper ambush while driving towards the former flashpoint town of Mitrovica in what the top UN envoy in the area called a “despicable” and “repugnant” act of murder. 


The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) has begun an intense criminal probe into the murder of officer Satish Menon, who was on his way from the village of Leposavic towards Mitrovica, a town with a Serb-majority north and an Albanian-majority south that was the scene of violent demonstrations last year.

“UNMIK police is here to assist in establishing the rule of law,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Acting Special Representative Charles Brayshaw said today. “By attacking the police, those responsible for this attack will not succeed in distracting the police from its duties.” 

 
Calling it a despicable act, Mr. Brayshaw added: “I know that the people of Kosovo are astounded and repudiate completely this murder. I know they find this as repugnant as I do. This was a direct attack on international forces of law and order.” 

UNMIK was established in 1999 to provide an interim civilian administration under which the people of the province, ravaged by war between ethnic Serbs and Albanians, could progressively enjoy substantial autonomy.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

4 August – The United Nations Security Council today renewed for six months authorization given to States participating in the West African and French forces policing a peace agreement in Côte d’Ivoire.

Today’s move came in a unanimously adopted resolution that follows the Council’s decision in February to authorize Member States participating in Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) forces – together with the French troops supporting them – to guarantee security and freedom of movement of personnel and to ensure protection of civilians immediately threatened with physical violence. The authorization came under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, which permits the use of force.

Reaffirming its full support for the national reconciliation process in Côte d’Ivoire, the Council also asked ECOWAS force commanders, along with France, to report periodically through Secretary-General Kofi Annan on all aspects of the implementation of their respective mandates.

The Council also welcomed implementation of the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI), created in May to help guide efforts to implement the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, a French-brokered peace accord reached in January that calls on the government, rebels and political opposition to share power in a transitional government until elections in 2005.

* * *

Security Council

4 August – World hotspots Liberia, Iraq and the Middle East will continue to be high on the agenda of the United Nations Security Council, with briefings and discussions on those topics to be held during August, the President of the 15-nation body for the month said today.

Speaking at a press briefing on the Council’s programme of work for August, Ambassador Mikhail Wehbe of Syria said last Friday’s resolution on Liberia authorizing a multinational force had been adopted to put an end to acts of violence through the mandate granted by the Council to a peacekeeping mission to be deployed to the country.

Ambassador Wehbe said consultations will also be held on sanctions against Liberia, particularly the effect of the embargo on timber sales on the humanitarian situation in the West African country, and the Council will also deal with the situation there in accordance with developments on the ground and in light of the newly adopted resolution.

Turning to other matters, Ambassador Wehbe said the Council will hold an open meeting on Wednesday on Bougainville. It will also meet with Lakhdar Brahimi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, to discuss the latest developments in that country.

On 18 August, the Council will hold consultations on the situation in Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, while the monthly briefing on the Middle East is scheduled to take place the following day. The Council also plans to hold consultations on Côte d’Ivoire, and hear a briefing by the Chairman of the sanctions committee for Somalia, as well as a midterm report on violations of the arms embargo against that country.

The Council will take up the situation in Iraq at an open meeting on 21 August, pursuant to resolution 1483, Ambassador Wehbe said, while it will review the situation of Kuwaiti prisoners of war and missing people on 16 August.

The Council has also agreed to hold a special closed meeting to hear a briefing on the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, he said. Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte is expected to present the briefing at the end of this week.

* * *

Sierra Leone

4 August – The Special Court for Sierra Leone has released the body of former rebel leader and indicted war criminal Foday Sankoh to members of his family, after first performing an autopsy to determine his cause of death.

A statement released over the weekend by the Freetown-based Court investigating war crimes committed during Sierra Leone’s 10-year civil war, said the post-mortem examination found that Mr. Sankoh died from respiratory failure due to a massive pulmonary embolism. Mr. Sankoh’s body was subsequently released to members of his family and was due to be buried on Sunday.

The former leader of the Revolutionary United Front, indicted last March by the Special Court for war crimes, atrocities and human rights violations committed in Sierra Leone, died last Tuesday at Freetown’s Choithram Hospital, where he had been receiving medical treatment and was under 24-hour observation. He was 66.

Mr. Sankoh had been experiencing major health problems after a stroke in August last year. He was taken into custody on 10 March and subsequently transferred from the detention facility to the hospital on 29 March.

* * *

Guinea-Bissau

4 August – The United Nations Security Council today expressed concern over the delay in the registration of voters for Guinea-Bissau’s up-coming parliamentary elections and appealed to the government to speed up the process and redouble efforts to restore good governance.


The Council’s President for August, Ambassador Michail Wehbe of Syria, said in a statement that the 15-member body “commended President Koumba Yalá and encouraged him and his government to continue working towards the holding of the legislative elections in a transparent, fair and credible manner.”

Speaking after a briefing by David Stephen, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s envoy to Guinea-Bissau, Ambassador Wehbe said the Council had been updated on developments since it sent a delegation to the country in late June.

“Members of the Security Council welcomed the progress made since the joint visit of the Security Council and ECOSOC [UN Economic and Social Council], especially the announcement by the President of the date of 12 October 2003 for the parliamentary elections, which constitute an important factor for the stability of the country,” he said.

Noting that Guinea-Bissau’s electoral commission has invited the international community to send observers to the voting, Council members appealed to organizations to respond positively to that request. They also commended those who pledged the resources necessary to organize the elections. 

The Council further expressed concern at the serious economic situation in the country and appealed to the international community to continue to provide assistance for the sustainable development of Guinea-Bissau.

* * *

Russian Federation

4 August – Condemning last Friday’s suicide bombing of a Russian military hospital, the Acting United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, today called for public opinion to rally against suicide bombings and for the strengthening of international resolve to combat terrorism and bring terrorists to justice.

Mr. Ramcharan said in a statement issued today that there was no justification for the terrorist bombing of a Russian military hospital in Mozdok, North Ossetia, in which 50 people were killed and dozens of others injured. The Acting High Commissioner called all terrorist attacks “reprehensible and criminal” and also lamented the terrorist attacks on places of worship, such as the recent bombing in Pakistan.

The statement also called for a rallying of public opinion against terrorism and a strengthening of resolutions to bring terrorists to justice in accordance with the principles of international human rights law.

* * *

Tobacco

 
4 August – With tobacco killing 4.9 million people each year, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) has called for extra measures going beyond those required by the new tobacco control treaty unanimously adopted by the 192-member agency in May, including increased taxes. 

Urging member states to ratify the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) as quickly as possible to prevent further loss of lives from tobacco-related diseases, WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook told the 12th World Conference on Tobacco or Health, currently underway in Helsinki, Finland, that the convention’s obligations were not the optimum. 

Minimum FCTC obligations include prominent health warnings on tobacco packages that should take up half the package, comprehensive advertising, sponsorship and promotion bans in accordance with countries’ constitutions, and steps to protect people from tobacco smoke indoors in public places including the workplace. 

“One of the best ways to stop youth from starting to smoke is to raise prices, and an increased tax on tobacco products will not only reduce consumption, but also raise government revenue,” Dr. Lee said on the first day of the six-day conference, which opened yesterday. “A tobacco tax levy of one per cent can also be used by countries to finance national tobacco control measures. 

“The FCTC negotiations have unleashed a process resulting in tangible differences at country level. To drive this momentum, WHO calls on all tobacco control advocates to strengthen the efforts made thus far,” he added. 

Since its adoption, one country, Norway, has already ratified the FCTC and 28 countries and the European Community (EC) signed it in June on the opening day for signatures. Forty countries must ratify it before it can enter into force and be a legally binding document. 

Most of the tobacco deaths occur in poorer countries where use is increasing, largely due to aggressive marketing by the industry. By 2020, the total number of tobacco users worldwide is expected to reach 1.7 billion – up from the current 1.3 billion. Increases will be particularly evident among women, mainly in the developing world. 

“Tobacco is not only a health issue, it is also a development issue,” Dr. Lee said. “It particularly disadvantages the poor, and can even contribute to malnutrition when money is spent on tobacco rather than food. The links between poverty and tobacco need to be addressed as part of the broader health development agenda.” 

At the conference today, the Alliance for Global Cancer Control issued its first public statement, calling for the rapid implementation of the FCTC. Signed by 30 organizations, including WHO and the International Union Against Cancer (UICC), the statement emphasized that eliminating tobacco use could prevent an estimated 30 per cent of all cancer cases and 90 per cent of all lung cancer cases.

* * *

Gay rights

4 August – Gay rights will be the focus this evening of a panel discussion organized by the United Nations alliance of gay, lesbian or bisexual employees, with UN officials decrying discrimination based on sexual orientation and stressing the importance.

“Persecution and discrimination based on sexual orientation is, unfortunately, still pervasive,” Mark Malloch Brown, head of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), says in a message prepared for the event put together by the UN Gay, Lesbian or Bisexual Employees Organization (GLOBE).

“Discrimination based on sexual orientation not only violates basic human rights, but also hinders development by immobilizing human capital, stifling expression and limiting freedom of choice,” Mr. Malloch Brown says in his written message, which was released ahead of the event because he could not attend. He adds that many governments are taking progressive action on these issues, while, within the UN system, the issue of domestic partnership is being reviewed.

The UNDP chief also welcomes the panel discussion as an “excellent opportunity to highlight what has been done and challenge us all to do more, both within the UN system and throughout the world.”

Echoing those sentiments, Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), calls the subject of the panel “groundbreaking,” in another written message issued today. “I applaud efforts to defeat all forms of discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity and to promote the issue of domestic partnership,” he says.

“Homophobia continues to have a devastating impact on individuals, communities and societies today,” Dr. Piot says, stressing that equal rights for all, along with the fight against AIDS, were two of the “most pressing issues of our time.” He adds that persecution of sexual minorities, including imprisonment and torture, is all too common.

Dr. Piot also notes that homophobia plays a crucial role in contributing to the spread of HIV infection among gay men by undermining and discouraging vital HIV/AIDS prevention efforts aimed at empowering vulnerable groups.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan is expected to attend the discussion, which will be held at the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium.

* * *

Racism

4 August – Human rights are under siege from terrorism, rampant inequality, religious persecution, racism and other gross violations, the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination was told today.

Opening the Committee’s 63rd session in Geneva, Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand G. Ramcharan said the meeting was taking place at a troubled time for human rights.

Terrorists continued to strike in various parts of the world, and innocent lives were lost and people maimed, he declared. Such acts were condemned unreservedly, wherever and by whomever committed. Terrorism was just plain wrong and criminal.

Inequality, within and among nations, was rampant, as were religious discrimination and persecution, he said. Discrimination against migrants was commonplace. Racism and racial discrimination were as serious as when the Convention was drafted nearly 40 years ago. Gross violations of human rights were commonplace in many parts of the world, and the recommendations of international human rights treaty bodies were frequently flouted, Mr. Ramcharan added.

In the midst of all this, he said, the Committee was called upon to uphold the principles of equality and non-discrimination. Nothing was more central to the success of the UN than fulfilment of its human rights mission, and the Committee had made a crucial contribution to this task. It was in its charge to foster democratic societies grounded in the rule of law and respect for the principle of equal enjoyment of human rights by all, while taking into account the historical context and present-day realities of each country.

In the course of its three-week session, the Committee will review anti-discrimination efforts undertaken by a dozen countries among the 169 States parties to the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination.

* * *

Chile

4 August – The United Nations environmental agency today called for urgent action to map and protect the world’s wild forests following an “ecological disaster” in Chile, where forests made famous by a television series have been almost destroyed by fire, killing monkey puzzle trees dating from the days of Jesus Christ.

Seeking public and private sector funding for a proposed “World Atlas of Threatened Trees” with an analysis of policy options to prevent extinctions, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said fragmentation of wild forests through logging is threatening the extinction of the charismatic monkey puzzle tree beloved by Victorian gardeners.

Scientifically called Araucaria araucana, the tree is said to have gained its nickname when a nineteenth century Englishman remarked that it would indeed be a puzzle for a monkey to climb. It figured in the forests featured in the TV series “Walking with Dinosaurs.” 

“New research, such as that on the monkey puzzle, is revealing that fragmentation of wild forest and the re-plantation with potentially invasive foreign species are major threats, demonstrating the urgency of managing forests sustainably,” Mark Collins, Director of UNEP’s World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) in Cambridge, England, said in a news release.

The tree – an endemic evergreen conifer that may reach two metres in diameter, 50 metres in height and live over 1,500 years and takes over 200 years to bear seeds – is found only in southern Chile but is among 8,000 tree species under threat of extinction in the wild worldwide. A recent forest fire destroyed 71 per cent of monkey puzzle forest in Malleco National Reserve, where some trees were 2,000 years old, according to Cristian Echeverría, a scholar based at UNEP-WCMC.

In 1990, the tree was declared a protected species and its logging banned. For other species it is possible to gain a licence to exploit dead wood, and as the monkey tree is highly prized for its timber the government is under pressure to permit logging of the burnt forest. But Mr. Echeverría warns that if logging is allowed, man-made fires may increase, as only a small proportion of the native forests are in protected areas.

Tourists know the south of Chile for its amazing landscape and temperate rainforests. Ninety per cent of the trees are only found there. Mr. Echeverría is pioneering a technique for mapping forest fragmentation, using remote sensing from satellite images of the last 25 years to assess the rate at which native forest is being removed. In one of the study areas 64 per cent of wild forest has been lost in 25 years and the continuous forest cover broken. Reconstructed maps show that in 1550, when the Europeans arrived, the entire country would have been forest.

* * *

WFP

4 August – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today announced its new advocacy partnership with the biggest international rugby competition to draw attention to the plight of 800 million people around the globe impacted by chronic hunger.

“This is a great chance for WFP to reach the Rugby World Cup’s 3.1 billion global audience and educate them on the pressing needs of world hunger and our efforts to combat it,” said John Powell, FAO’s Assistant Executive Director for Fund Raising and Communications.

The Rugby World Cup 2003 is scheduled to take place from 10 October to 22 November in Australia, with 20 national teams competing for the sport’s biggest prize. The “Tackle Hunger” partnership – aimed at sending a message to fans through in-stadium visibility, on-line information and television vignettes – is the first non-profit affiliation in the 16-year history of the World Cup.

“Success in rugby can only be achieved by team work, and tackling hunger is a team effort. Rugby World Cup is eager to be a major communications and fund-raising opportunity for WFP in the years to come,” noted Mike Miller, Chief Executive Officer of the International Rugby Board and Managing Director of Rugby World Cup Ltd.

* * *

ICAO

4 August – The new Secretary-General of the United Nations civil aviation agency, Taïeb Chérif of Algeria, has assumed office bringing over 30 years of commercial airline experience to the position.

 Appointed by the Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) for a three-year term that began 1 August, Mr. Chérif succeeds Renato Cláudio Costa Pereira of Brazil who held the position since 1997.

Mr. Chérif most recently served as Algeria’s Representative on the ICAO Council since 1998 and also held various positions with the country’s civil aviation authorities, where he was involved in the full range of airport, airline and air navigation operations since 1971. 

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Liberia

           The deployment of a Nigerian battalion to Monrovia from the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) started as

     scheduled this morning.  More than 140 troops were deployed.  The pace of that deployment is expected to accelerate

     as the process proceeds.

           Hedi Annabi, the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, will brief you here shortly on this

     subject as our guest at this noon briefing.

           As you know, the Security Council on Friday evening authorized a Multinational Force to support

     implementation of the 17 June ceasefire agreement; using “all necessary measures”.

           Adopting resolution 1497 in a vote of 12 in favour to none against, with three abstaining, those were France,

     Germany and Mexico, and acting under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, the Council also authorized UNAMSIL to extend

     logistical support for up to 30 days to the forward elements provided by the Economic Community of West African

     States (ECOWAS) for the Multinational Force.

           The Multinational Force’s mandate will include maintaining security in the period after departure of the current

     President Charles Taylor, and the installation of a successor authority, securing the environment for delivery of

     humanitarian assistance, establishing conditions for initial stages of disarmament and demobilization, and preparing

     for the longer term United Nations peacekeeping force to relieve it. 

           The Council requested the Secretary-General to submit recommendations for the size, structure and mandate

     of the Force preferably by 15 August.

           We are expecting an official statement from the Secretary-General, who after the Council vote told reporters

     that he was pleased that the resolution had been passed and that he hoped this implies a new political will, which he

     said had been absent among the international community.  He went on to say, “I hope we will move ahead with urgent

     and determined action to help the Liberian people.”

           **Liberia -- Humanitarian

           Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) has launched an emergency operation to fly critical food aid

     supplies into Monrovia, where hundreds of thousands of people are in desperate need of assistance following two

     weeks of fighting.

           The first consignment of half a ton of high energy biscuits arrived in the city on Saturday from Sierra Leone,

     enough to provide an emergency ration to around 4,000 people.  Another 11.5 tons will be flown in over the next few

     days.

           **Kosovo

           Yesterday evening in Kosovo, a UN civilian police officer from India, Satish Menon, was shot and killed by an

     unknown sniper while driving from the village of Leposavic towards Mitrovica.  The UN Mission in Kosovo has begun an

     intense criminal investigation following the killing.

           The Secretary-General’s Acting Special Representative in Kosovo, Charles Brayshaw, condemned the killing,

     which he called “a direct attack on international forces of law and order”, and asserted that “those responsible for this

     attack will not succeed in distracting the police from its duties”.  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council held consultations on its programme of work, and on Guinea-Bissau, with a briefing by

     the Secretary-General’s Representative to that country, David Stephen.  A press statement is expected.

           The consultations are being followed right now by an open meeting on Côte d’Ivoire to consider a draft

     resolution on a six-month extension of the French-led multinational force there.

           Then, the Security Council President for the month, Syrian Ambassador Mikhail Wehbe, will be coming to this

     room to brief you on the programme of work for August.

           **Iraq

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, is in Turkey today, where he

     met in the capital, Ankara, with Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul.  They had a long and fruitful discussion on the ways in

     which Turkey can help to support Iraq’s political, humanitarian and economic reconstruction.  They discussed the

     debate going on in Turkey about any military contribution that the country may make in Iraq, as well as ways to ensure

     the voluntary return of all refugees to and from Iraq.

           Over the weekend, Vieira de Mello was in Kuwait, where he met on Saturday with Prime Minister Sheikh

     Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah in Kuwait City.  The two discussed the UN role in Iraq, assistance by neighbouring

     countries in Iraq’s reconstruction and support for the newly-created Governing Council.  Vieira de Mello also met with

     the Foreign Minister, Sheikh Mohammad Sabah

     al-Salam al-Sabah.

           The Special Representative emphasised in his talks that “Iraq needs its neighbours and its neighbours need a

     stable, sovereign and peaceful Iraq”.  The visits are part of Vieira de Mello’s efforts to consult with the leaders of Iraq’s

     neighbouring countries.  We have a press release upstairs with more details upstairs.

           **Afghanistan

           With the facilitation of the UN Mission in Afghanistan, the Mazar Multi-Party Security Commission held an

     extraordinary meeting today to address longer-term solutions to the problems of the Dara-i-Suf district, which has

     experienced a spate of tensions and skirmishes in recent months.   

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan said that all the parties showed up at today’s meeting except the Jumbesh

     faction.  The Commission has requested a meeting with the head of Jumbesh tomorrow to discuss their absence.

           The Security Commission decided on 30 July that all factional commanders in Mazar-e-Sharif must report

     daily to the UN Mission.  The Mission said that although the registration process so far has not yielded the needed

     results, it is a start and at the very least will provide one way for the Commission to ascertain which commanders have

     remained in Mazar.

           Also in Afghanistan, the Food and Agricultural Organization today said that it has helped to treat over 123,000

     hectares of farmland, mainly with conventional pesticides.  In spite of the current locust outbreak, which started in

     2001 and has been the most severe in living memory, damage to the wheat crop was kept to a minimum.

           In a press release, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said that more of Afghanistan’s children are protected

     against measles today, thanks to a one-month immunization campaign spearheaded by Afghan Ministry of Health, and

     supported by UNICEF, the World Health Organization among other partners.  The campaign, which was held across

     the country in June of this year, reached more than 5 million children aged nine months to five years.  We have press

     releases on those items.

           **Sierra Leone

           On Saturday, the Special Court for Sierra Leone released the body of former Revolutionary United Front leader

     Foday Sankoh to members of his family, after first performing an autopsy to determine his cause of death.  After an

     examination, Sankoh was determined to have died of respiratory failure due to a massive pulmonary embolism.

           Sankoh, an indicted suspect of the Special Court, had been in Choithram Hospital in Freetown, under Court

     custody, since March, having suffered a stroke last August.  He died on 29 July.

           **Disarmament

           Last Friday, the Group of Governmental Experts reviewing the UN Register of Conventional Arms successfully

     concluded its work by adopting a consensus report, including recommendations to improve the Register’s work and to

     strengthen the Secretariat’s role in promoting its progress.  We have a press release out on the racks on that.

           **Gay rights

           This evening at 6 p.m. at the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium, a panel discussion presented by the UN

     Gay, Lesbian or Bisexual Employees organization will take place, and UN Development Programme (UNDP)

     Administrator Mark Malloch Brown, who could not attend, has sent a written statement welcoming it and noting that

     discrimination based on sexual orientation is “unfortunately still pervasive”.

           He says in the statement, which we have upstairs, “Discrimination based on sexual orientation not only

     violates basic human rights, but also hinders development by immobilizing human capital, stifling expression and

     limiting freedom of choice”.  He adds that many governments are taking progressive action on these issues, while,

     within the UN system, the issue of domestic partnership is being reviewed.

           We have been informed that the Secretary-General will make an appearance at this evening’s event.

           **UNEP

           The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today called for urgent action to be taken to map and

     protect the World’s Wild Forests, as they are becoming “living museums” of virtually extinct species.

           UNEP also said that new research revealed how the fragmentation of wild forests prevents regeneration and

     that one in 10 tree species is at threat.  The wild forests in Chile, which are up to 2,000 years old, have almost been

     destroyed by fire.  You can see the press release with more details.

           **Tobacco

           On tobacco, Director-General Jong-Wook Lee of the World Health Organization has urged countries to sign

     and ratify the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) as quickly as possible.  He made his remarks on the

     first day of the 12th World Conference on Tobacco or Health, currently underway in Helsinki, Finland.

           Since the unanimous adoption of the Convention by 192 Member States in May, 47 countries have signed and

     one country –- Norway –- has ratified the treaty.  Ratification by 40 countries is needed before it can enter into force

     and become a legally binding document.  You can see the press releases.

           **Budget

           Finally, on budget news, we understand that Costa Rica has paid more than $30,000 to become the 96th

     country to be paid in full for its 2003 regular budget contributions.

           That’s all I have.  Anything before we go to Mr. Annabi?  Good, Hedi, welcome to the briefing.

           ASG Annabi:Thank you.  Thank you, Fred.

           Questions and Answers

           [Following the Noon Guest’s briefing on Liberia]

           Spokesman:  Edie?

           Question:   Fred, if everybody has finished, I had a question to ask you, I am sorry, from the briefing.  Does

     the Secretary-General himself have any comment on the death of the first UN peacekeeper in Kosovo?  I know you

     read the statement from the acting like…

           Spokesman:  I don’t think this is the first death, UN peacekeeping death, in Kosovo.  I believe there was one

     in 1999.  And we did say we expect a statement; it wasn’t quite ready for the noon briefing.  The senior staff were

     wrapped up with the Secretary-General on Liberia this morning, but we do expect a statement shortly.  Yes?

           [A later announcement clarified that yesterday’s death was the first police officer killed.  Before that, a civilian

     staff member, Valentin Krumov, was killed on 11 October 1999.]

           Question:   Sorry, also on the briefing.  Is it possible to get more details about what work is under way in the

     UN system on equal rights for gay partnerships?

           Spokesman:  No, I can’t give you any details, except to say the Secretary-General has been meeting with his

     senior advisers on this matter.  It’s a question of entitlements and benefits.  The current rules establish entitlements

     and benefits for traditional spouses.  And now, as a result of the evolution of society, you have less traditional, new

     forms of partnership not just among gay people, but others as well.  We base ourselves to a degree, on the national

     laws of the staff member in question and there have been a few rulings over the years from the mid-1990s too, I believe,

     just last year, that kind of point in the direction I think we’ll be going.  But, we’re not yet ready to announce a new

     policy.  Member States themselves have divergent and strongly held views on the subject.  And so, the

     Secretary-General is carefully considering how he would move forward on this issue.  Yes?

           Question:   Just a follow-up on that; you’re suggesting then that there is a policy that seems to be emerging to

     recognize those rights among employees from States that have recognized these unions.  Is that correct?

           Spokesman:  Well, there is no sense saying which way the policy is going; I mean, the news will be when a

     new policy, if there is one, is announced.  But, I did say that our current policy is to factor in the national laws of the

     staff member involved and every nation has different laws on this matter, as you know.  So, we’re weighing all

     information now, as we contemplate a possible new policy on benefits to staff members who are in something other

     than traditional marital relationships. 

           Thank you very much.  Thanks Hedi.

                                              * *** *
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