[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 5 December 2003



Other Environment-related News


· The International Herald Tribune - Kyoto Protocol in Peril

· The News International - Russia demands alterations in Kyoto Protocol

· 



Reuters - Brazil Votes to Protect Atlantic Rain Forest
· BBC - Mystery oak killer hits UK trees 


Other UN News


· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  4 December 2003



GLENWOOD SPRINGS (Colorado) POST-INDEPENDENT

Editorial  4-12-03

Global warming threatens more than powder days

The United States has rejected the Kyoto Protocol to limit greenhouse gas emissions because of impacts it would have on the economy.  But a report this week indicates at least one U.S. industry is being threatened by the country's failure to act against global warming.  The U.N. Environment Program warns that downhill skiing could disappear altogether at some resorts, while a retreating snow line at others could cut off base villages from their ski runs by as early as 2030.

The report was released the same day that news emerged that the protocol won't take effect because Russia also has rejected it, citing the same reasons as the United States.  The United States is the most conspicuous of countries not to ratify the protocol. It is responsible for one-fourth of the world's man-made carbon

dioxide emissions.  While big offenders fail to act, the U.N. report forecasts that snow lines will rise by hundreds or even thousands of feet in elevation, much to the chagrin of many ski resorts.  The news should worry skiers and snowboarders in Colorado, which already is near the southern edge of the Rocky Mountains.

But there are many more reasons to fear global warming than the possible shortening of ski season or closure of our favorite resorts. The report's panel of 2,000 scientists forecasts that without dramatic action by  nations, average temperatures will rise at least 2.5 degrees, and possibly an astounding 10.4 degrees, during this century.

Increased precipitation and more intense rainstorms are predicted, but also more evaporation, drier soils and expansion of deserts. The Environmental Protection Agency anticipates a one-foot rise in sea levels along the

Atlantic and Gulf coasts by 2050, and possibly as early as 2025.  Obviously, such trends would produce more flooding, particularly in coastal areas. They would alter coastal tourism economies, and force profound

changes in global agricultural practices, while threatening crop yields.  

The threat of wildfires could increase, forests could diminish, more animals could face extinction, and human health could suffer as well.  The Bush administration believes the U.S. economy can't afford the consequences of the Kyoto Protocol. The real question is whether our nation and world can afford the consequences of doing nothing about global warming. It's a question that goes far beyond the threatened loss of skier days. _______________________________________________________________________________________

The New York Post

December 4, 2003, Thursday

ACTION HEATING UP - LITERALLY

      BYLINE: Ken Moran

AS we embark on the 2003-04 ski season, it looks as if we may have a repeat of last year's fabulous

      schussing with steep and deep snow, but while we have the weather to create great conditions this year,

      some scientists are telling us the future of the industry does not look good.

      But let's look at the positives for the moment. The big ski areas in the northeast have gotten a good jump

      on the season with some snow falling in the Adirondacks and the Green Mountains, but most importantly, it

      will be the cold temperatures and snow making systems that dictate how good they have it this year. 

      Catskill areas like Hunter, Belleayre and Windham are up and running as are the big resorts of Vermont -

      most will offer decent skiing for this weekend. Many of the Berkshire resorts will open on Saturday, and for

      New Jersey skiers, Hidden Valley will open tomorrow, while Mountain Creek will wait until next weekend.

      If you're looking for the best place in the country for skiing this weekend, head to Utah. There, many of the

      ski areas are already in mid-season form with almost all of their terrain already open - that's remarkable

      considering it is the first week of December!

      Now for the bad news. Global warming is threatening the world's ski resorts, with melting at lower altitudes

      forcing the sport to move higher and higher up the mountain, according to a United Nations study released

      Tuesday.

      Downhill skiing could disappear altogether at some resorts, while at others, a retreating snow line will cut off

      base villages from their ski runs as soon as 2030, warned the report by the U.N. Environment Program.

      An accord aimed at halting global warming, meanwhile, may be dead. A top Kremlin official said Tuesday that  Russia won't ratify the Kyoto Protocol limiting greenhouse gas emissions because it will hurt the country's

      economy. The United States rejected the accord for the same reason. Did someone say, dumb and dumber?

      Back to some good news.

      The U.S. National Ski Hall of Fame has selected seven new members, including Olympic ski champions Tommy   Moe and Diann Roffe, World Championships medalist AJ Kitt, and Alex Cushing, who brought the 1960 Winter  Games to Squaw Valley, Calif. The seven will be inducted Jan. 24 in Ishpeming, Mich., where organized ski competition in America was founded in 1905.

      In addition to those four, Hall of Fame president Dick Goetzman said the Hall had elected Clare Bousquet,

      founder of Bousquet's Ski Area in the Berkshires of western Massachusetts who helped popularize skiing with

      the "ski trains" of the 1930s; Jerry Nunn, a pioneer National Ski Patrol member and the first woman

      avalanche ranger in the U.S. Forest Service; and ski lift pioneer Ernst Constam. Bousquet and Constam will

      be honored posthumously.

      Here is a sign of things to come. A snowboarder was convicted of third-degree assault Monday for crashing

      into a ski patroller and breaking his leg at Durango Mountain Resort in Colorado. The incident happened last

      January.
___________________________________________________________________________
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Strong's latest prize sends science downhill

Financial Post

 The ever-lengthening list of awards won by Maurice Strong -- Canadian super envirocrat, businessman   interruptus and close advisor-or-not to incoming prime minister Paul Martin -- has always looked stranger  than fiction. He has scored The Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding, The Brazilian  National Grand Order of the Southern Cross, the Swedish Royal Order of the Polar Star, the Blue Planet Prize,  the International Saint Frances Prize and the Charles A. Lindbergh Award, to name but a few.

      This week, however, Mr. Strong was revealed to be the recipient of an award that strains credulity beyond  breaking point. The U.S. National Academy of Sciences (NAS) has selected him as the first non-American to receive its "Public Welfare Medal." 

      His other awards bespeak an Olympian commitment to world betterment inconceivable to mere mortals and sustainable only within the five-star, jet-set UN confer-osphere. But science?

      If anything, Mr. Strong is among the world's leading anti-scientists, people who bend science out of shape in order to appease their psychological/environmental demons and/or push left-wing political agendas. Indeed,    he has never made any secret of his belief that the world just can't wait for science. We need to act on his nightmares now. Or else.

      In fact, the award is going to Mr. Strong "in recognition of his leadership of global conferences that became  the basis for international environmental negotiations and for his tireless efforts to link science, technology, and society for common benefit."

      The NAS apparently wants to thank him for Kyoto. It is ironic, therefore, that this week should see the  possible death of the Kyoto Protocol, the utterly unworkable plan to save the planet from alleged man-made  global warming by drastically reducing carbon emissions and denting economic growth. The protocol, of   which Mr. Strong was the father via his chairmanship of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, will be dead if Russia  refuses to sign, which seems likely although not certain. This week Andrei Illarionov, economic advisor to  Russian president Vladimir Putin, said not merely that the protocol "dooms Russian to poverty, weakness and  backwardness," but that it has no scientific foundation.

      And that's the main point. Mr. Strong was the intellectual fountainhead of one of the world's greatest  exercises in cooking the scientific books. This fact has been pointed out by many observers, but perhaps we  should concentrate on professor Richard S. Lindzen, who is not only professor of meteorology at MIT and a member of the National Academy of Sciences, but was also a member of the NAS panel on climate change.

      The scientific basis for global warming and Kyoto is allegedly the report of the International Panel on Climate  Change, IPCC, a scholarly work that pointed out the many problems with climate science. However, the  document to which all global warmers appeal is the IPCC's "Summary for Policymakers," which was written by  bureaucrats for news editors. Professor Lindzen has pointed out that the summary "conjures up some scary scenarios for which there is no evidence."

      Mr. Strong is founding CEO of Scary Scenarios 'R Us. Just look at his autobiography, Where on Earth Are We  Going? Mr. Strong lives in -- or at least peddles -- a permanent worst-case scenario. He not merely portrays Armageddon as around the corner unless we espouse some form of World Government, he suggests that Armageddon might not be such a bad thing. According to the book's overheated "Report to the  Shareholders, Earth Inc," for the year 2031, two-thirds of the world's population might be wiped out, and a  good thing too! Mr. Strong calls this projected environmental holocaust "a glimmer of hope for the future of our species and its potential for regeneration."

      Mr. Strong appears to hate almost everything that the modern capitalist world of freedom and science have brought us. He bemoans a "culture of materialism and self-gratification." He recently told Time magazine that   "industrial civilization ... has gone terribly wrong." Moreover, he has spawned myriad agencies which use pseudo-science to spread his message of doom and gloom.

      Indeed, a classic example appeared this week in the shape of an alleged "scientific study" sponsored by the  United Nations Environment Programme, an agency set up by Mr. Strong after the 1972 UN Conference on the Human Environment.

      According to the UNEP study, which immediately found its way into every news organ from the Adelaide  Advertiser to the Orlando Sentinel, low-altitude ski resorts are facing catastrophe due to global warming. Its authors are reportedly experts in tourism management, economic geography and travel journalism. Not a  meteorologist in sight. Their findings are, as usual, based on the typical worst case scenario from -- you  guessed it -- the IPCC Summary, the same one criticized by professor Lindzen and called elsewhere "an insult to science."

      Surely Mr. Strong's latest prize comes into the same category.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

December 4, 2003 Thursday 

UN Environment Programme Defers Ruling On Dangerous Drug 

      BYLINE: The Nation 

      BODY: 

      A decision to exempt a pesticide that eats into the ozone has been deferred to next year by a Unep

      meeting in Nairobi. 

      Delegates agreed that they needed more time to discuss the complex question of how an exemption to

      methyl bromide would affect developed-world farmers. 

      This was among more than 30 other key decisions announced at the end last week of the 15th four-day

      Meeting of Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, attended by 500

      delegates from 185 countries. The protocol, held up as the most successful global environmental treaty,

      requires 184 signatories to phase out the use of some 95 dangerous chemicals. 

      The Kenyan delegation was led by the Environment and Natural Resources Minister Newton Kulundu, National  Environment Management Authority director-general Ratemo Michieka and the representative to Unep, Mr   Andrew Kiptoon. 

      The appointment of Maria Nolan as chief officer of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the

      Montreal Protocol was also announced at the meeting. The fund assists developing countries in their

      phaseout programmes. 

      The parties also adopted a resolution - which come into effect in January - to exempt developing countries

      from controls covering trade in culpable hydrochloroflurocarbons. The controls affecting developing countries

      will now come into effect in 2016. 

      The "extraordinary meeting", to be hosted by Unep in Montreal in March, continues the process totally

      phasing out methyl bromide, which began in 1996. 

      Under the terms of the Montreal Protocol, developed countries agree to phase out their consumption of

      methyl bromide, a chemical used to kill pests such as nematode worms, by 1 January 2005. 

      However, some farmers, including of strawberry, melon, pepper and tomato predominantly in North America

      and Europe, argued that the current available alternatives are not technically or economically feasible to

      use. 

      They had asked the parties to Montreal, the international agreement drawn up to phase out ozone-

      depleting chemicals, to heal the ozone layer, for exemptions amounting to around 15,000 tonnes of methyl

      bromide for the year 2005. 

      Mr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said: "Unfortunately, and despite a great deal of discussion,

      governments could not find a consensus on this complex issue at the meeting. 

      "They felt they needed more time to find an agreement which balances the interests of farmers and other

      users of methyl bromide with international agreements to repair the Earth's protective shield." 

      He said the agreement to defer decisions to an "extraordinary meeting" underlined the importance all

      governments attach to the Protocol and its provisions for healing the ozone layer which filters out harmful

      levels of ultra-violet light from the sun. He said: "The Montreal Protocol has so far been one of the great

      environmental success stories. Developed countries have already phased out chloroflurocarbons, once

      commonly used in products like fridges and hair sprays, along with several other chemicals with high ozone

      depleting potential. 

      "Consumption of methyl bromide, one of the last key chemicals that need to be phased out in developed

      countries, has also been reduced by 70 per cent since the mid-1990s." ___________________________________________________________________________
Stockhouse USA - News

CIBC adopts 'Equator Principles'

TORONTO, Dec 03, 2003 (Canada NewsWire via COMTEX) -- 

CIBC today announced its adoption of the 'Equator Principles.'The Principles are a voluntary set of environmental and social screening criteria and guidelines adopted by major international banks, based on processes established by the International Finance Corporation (IFC), the private-sector investment arm of the World Bank. The Principles apply globally to development projects with a capital cost of US$50 Million or over in all industry sectors. 

'CIBC is pleased to join leading international banks in adopting the Equator Principles,'said Wayne Fox, CIBC Vice Chair and Chief Risk Officer. 'We believe that the Principles will contribute significantly to ensuring social and environmental responsibility in development projects globally and we encourage their adoption by other banks as well. The Principles support CIBC's longstanding commitment to environmental responsibility in all its activities.' 

CIBC has a mature Corporate Environmental Program, under which the company has communicated and promoted sound environmental management practices among its client base since 1992. 

CIBC is a founding signatory to the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), and is an active participant in the UNEP Financial Institutions North American Task Force. CIBC's commitment to corporate citizenship has been recognized by inclusion in sustainability indices such as the Dow Jones Sustainability Index and FTSE4Good. 

CIBC is one of North America's leading financial institutions. It offers a full range of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches and offices across Canada and around the world. For more detailed information about CIBC's Environmental Program and Social Responsibility initiatives, please visit CIBC's In Your Community web site at www.cibc.com. 

VIEW ADDITIONAL COMPANY-SPECIFIC INFORMATION: http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/orgDisplay.cgi?okey=14730 http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/orgDisplay.cgi?okey=94264 

For further information: Rob McLeod, (416) 980-3714; Archived images on this organization are available through CNW E-Pix at http://www.newswire.ca. Images are free to members of The Canadian Press. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
The International Herald Tribune

5 December 2003

Kyoto Protocol in Peril

The news from Moscow on Tuesday was not good - Russia, a senior official said, had decided not to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change. Combined with President George W. Bush's decision two years ago to abandon the pact, Russia's rejection would have effectively killed it. Then Wednesday came word that it might have been a false alarm, a negotiating tactic to strengthen Moscow's leverage in economic talks with the European Union, and that Russia was indeed "moving toward" ratification.

Let us hope this is the case. The 1997 protocol has many flaws. It is, however, the only international response to global warming thus far devised, and at the very least it provides a plausible framework for collective international action.

One would never know this by listening to the Bush administration. Indeed, it can be argued that Russia would not be having second thoughts about the Kyoto accord had Bush himself decided not to bail out. Under the terms of the agreement, Russia - whose economy collapsed in the 1990's, and whose global-warming emissions were thus well below the limits imposed by the treaty - would have profited handsomely from selling unused emissions credits to countries with booming economies. But the market for these credits - and Russia's potential economic gains - diminished sharply when the United States, which would have been a major buyer of credits, pulled out.

Meanwhile, the Bush administration continues to bad-mouth the treaty at every opportunity, the most recent example being an amazingly slippery piece of demagoguery by Paula Dobriansky, the under secretary of state for global affairs and the lead American delegate to a follow-up meeting on the Kyoto agreement that is now taking place in Milan. Writing in The Financial Times, Dobriansky begins by trashing the climate agreement as an "unrealistic and ever-tightening regulatory straitjacket." She then goes on to praise the Bush administration's alternative - a mix of research and development into "breakthrough" technologies and voluntary emissions controls by American companies - as much the better plan.

Dobriansky fails to mention two key points. The first is that the Bush administration's program would allow greenhouse gases to keep building up, even though atmospheric concentrations are already alarmingly high and the name of the game is to stabilize and then reverse them. Bush's approach would translate into an actual increase in emissions of 14 percent over the next decade.

The second is that voluntarism will not work. While some companies seem willing to do something about global warming on their own, history has shown that the private sector as a whole will neither create new technologies nor, more to the point, put them to broad use without strong financial incentives. The Kyoto framework provides just such incentives because it combines mandatory limits on emissions with substantial, market-based rewards for operating more efficiently and then asks all companies to do their part. Dobriansky's belief that companies will spend heavily on breakthrough technologies if their competitors are not doing likewise is sheer fantasy.

The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by 120 countries, including nearly all of the industrialized nations. Most have pledged to soldier on with their own efforts to reduce emissions, despite Bush's negativism and regardless of what Russia ultimately does. But it will not be easy for these countries to make major investments in cleaner power plants, alternative fuels and all the other things that must be done to reduce emissions while the United States, in effect, gets a free ride. The battle against global warming will never be fully joined unless America joins it. 


 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The News International

Russia demands alterations in Kyoto Protocol

MOSCOW: Russia is demanding changes to the UN Kyoto Protocol on climate change and will not ratify the pact if other signatories refuse, the Kremlin said on Thursday, throwing the treaty’s future in doubt.

President Vladimir Putin had delivered this message to a gathering of European businessmen in Moscow on Tuesday, Putin’s adviser on economic issues, Andrei Illarionov, told a news conference.

The warning came as representatives of 180 countries met in Milan, Italy, to discuss the pact, which cannot enter into force without Russia’s agreement. "This does not mean that Russia is refusing to ratify the Kyoto protocol. "Quite the reverse, we are aiming to ratify the Kyoto protocol, but we do not want this document to be against Russia’s interests," a high-ranking Kremlin official later told AFP. "Because in its current form, it does not meet Russia’s interests and effectively it means we must assume obligations that would hamper the country’s economic growth," he added, speaking on condition of anonymity.

The Kremlin official said that Russia was negotiating to obtain its demands, and would not submit the pact to parliament for ratification if they were refused. "Of course not, the president has said this quite clearly," he said.

Illarionov stunned European and other Western nations earlier this week by saying that Moscow did not see any economic grounds for ratifying the protocol it signed in 1997. He was contradicted a day later by the country’s deputy trade and economic development minister, who insisted that Russia was moving towards ratification, but Thursday Illarionov flatly dismissed those comments.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Brazil Votes to Protect Atlantic Rain Forest

  BRASILIA, Brazil - After an 11-year fight, Brazil's lower house of Congress on Wednesday voted for tougher protection

  of one of the world's most endangered rain forests which runs along the nation's tropical Atlantic coastline. 

  The legislation is meant to control centuries of plantation farming, logging and settlement that has decimated Brazil's lush

  Atlantic rain forest, which was once a third the size of the Amazon rain forest. 

  "This guarantees the 7 percent that remains will be protected," said Fabio Feldmann, the former lower-house deputy who

  first proposed the legislation in the early 1990s. 

  The Mata Atlantica, home to 5 percent of the world's fauna and 7 percent of its flora, is now the second-most endangered

  rain forest in the world after the near extinct jungles of the island of Madagascar. 

  While environmentalists cried out against destruction of the Amazon during the last decade, Brazilians leveled the Atlantic

  rain forest at twice the rate, deforesting an area the size of Jamaica. 

  Brazilian congressmen allied to powerful landowners battled against the scope of proposed environmental legislation. The

  former government of President Fernando Henrique Cardoso failed to pass Feldmann's bill even though it held an absolute

  majority in Congress for its eight years in office. 

  The new legislation approved by Brazil's lower house, expected to be passed by the senate and go into law, regulates

  sustainable use of what remains of the forest. 

  Sponsors of the bill were able to break a deadlock in Congress by agreeing not to include areas of the forest that have

  been cleared for use as plantations, pasture, urban developments or infrastructure. 

  "This won't bring any type of impediment to economic activity," said Claudio Langone, executive secretary of Brazil's  Environment Ministry. 

  The forest is today home to 1.6 million species of animals and insects. It has the highest recorded tree diversity in the  world. 

  Some 70 percent of Brazil's population, or 120 million people, now live in areas where the forest once stood. 

  They have cleared huge swaths to build cities like Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. Families continue to carve small farms out  of the jungle, while highways, industry and beach developments take over other areas. 

  Feldmann hopes new legislation can halt deforestation - currently at a rate of one soccer field per four minutes - by  clarifying and raising enforcement of environmental law. 

  "This is a huge advance... We've protected an Atlantic rain forest that is still the size of many European countries," said  Feldmann, a leading Brazilian environmentalist. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Mystery oak killer hits UK trees 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     A disease which has destroyed many thousands of Californian oaks has been found for the first time in several well-loved British tree species. 

     It is a fungus called sudden oak death, and till now it had been found only inUK shrubs and a tree native to the US. 

     But the Forestry Commission says the disease has now struck beech, horse chestnuts and holm oaks in Cornwall. 

     There is no known cure for the disease, which kills the trees' bark and is  thought liable to affect other species. 

     The fungus, known as Phytophthora ramorum , has killed 80% of one oak  species in the western US. 

     It was discovered last year in viburnum plants in British garden centres, and  there have been more than 300 subsequent outbreaks in plant nurseries, and  in some wild rhododendrons. 

     Natives in danger 

     But the disease did not appear in a British tree until November, when it was  identified in a southern red oak in Sussex - a tree imported from the US. 

     The news that it has now surfaced several hundred miles to the west, in  Cornwall, is disturbing enough. 

     Worse, though, is the fact that its latest victims include a native British species,   the beech, which is common across much of the UK. 

     One of the other infected species, the holm oak, was brought here from  Europe, and the horse chestnut is also an introduced species. 

     That could mean disappointment for thousands of British children who look  forward to a plentiful conker crop each year. 

     Tracking the infection 

     Ben Bradshaw, the Minister for Nature Conservation at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), said: "At this stage we are unsure  of the implications of this disease for our native trees. 

     "These findings are a matter of concern and we urgently need to assess... the  best way forward to limit the disease's impact." 

     The Forestry Commission hopes by April next year to have completed a woodland survey to find out how far the fungus has spread. 

     Colin Morton of the commission told BBC News Online: "We know it spreads from shrubs like rhododendron and viburnum to trees, but we don't think it  spreads from tree to tree. 

     Resisting mass destruction 

     "It seems to be spread by rain splashing off the shrubs' foliage onto the trees.   Once on them, the fungus rings the bark all the way round, letting sap ooze  out and cutting off the tree's lifeline so it will eventually die. 

     "There's no known treatment, but at the moment we're not killing healthy trees  near infected ones to create a barrier. It may come to that, but we hope it  won't. 

     "It seems that trees near rhododendrons and camellias are at greatest risk.  We think we know the climatic conditions the fungus likes. 

     "We believe sweet chestnut trees are at high risk of infection, and others with a lower risk are sitka spruce, Douglas fir and yew." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL                    AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michéle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General in Los Angeles

           The Secretary-General has just concluded his trip to California and we expect him back in New York tonight, and back at the office tomorrow morning.  Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General and his wife Nane spent some  two hours at an HIV/AIDS clinic jointly run by the University of Southern California and Los Angeles County.  The focus of the clinic’s work is on the care of mothers and children.  They strive to help women who are living with HIV/AIDS to  take care of themselves so that they can, in turn, take care of their children.  The Secretary-General and Mrs. Annan had a chance to meet with some youth activists who receive treatment at the clinic.  They told the Secretary-General of their concerns and their hopes for the future.

           In speaking to reporters afterwards, the Secretary-General said he hoped the clinic’s comprehensive approach  to AIDS treatment could be replicated around the world.  He added that he was particularly impressed with the young people he had met.  “These are the heroes”, he said, “given the stigma, the discrimination, the difficulty it is to come out.”

           In answering a question, he underscored the need to assist women who often face the brunt of this pandemic.   Women, he said, have to be given the means to protect themselves.

           Later that evening, the Secretary-General attended the UNICEF gala honouring the agency’s goodwill

     ambassadors.  The star-studded evening was emceed by Whoopi Goldberg.

           Immediately following the UNICEF event, the Secretary-General met with US Senator Hillary Clinton, who also happened to be in Los Angeles.  The Senator briefed the Secretary-General on her recent trip to Afghanistan and Iraq.

           **Secretary-General to Visit Switzerland, Germany

           The Secretary-General will be on the road again starting Sunday evening.  He is scheduled to first visit

     Geneva, then go on to Berlin and Tübingen in Germany.  While in Geneva, he is scheduled to address the World Summit on the Information Society on Wednesday.

           Also on his agenda is the opening ceremony of the World Electronic Media Forum, at which he will deliver remarks, and the launch of the independent Global Commission of International Migration.  Both those events will take  place on Tuesday.

           Then, on Thursday, the Secretary-General will travel to Berlin for an official visit to Germany, during which he will meet with President Johannes Rau, Chancellor Gerhard Schröder and Minister of Foreign Affairs Joschka Fischer,  as well as the leader of the opposition Christian Democratic Party, Angela Merkel.  He is also expected to attend a dinner hosted by the Chancellor and the heads of the Global Compact companies there.

           Then on Friday, the 12th, the Secretary-General is to travel to Tübingen, where he will deliver a lecture on

     ethics entitled, “Do we still have universal values?”  And that will be at the University of Tübingen.  And then he is scheduled to return to New York on Saturday, the 13th.

           **High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change

           The High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, chaired by Mr. Anand Panyarachun of Thailand, will meet for the first time from 5 to 7 December 2003.  The Panel will meet with the Secretary-General and then will proceed to a venue outside the city for two days of intensive briefings and meetings.

           The Panel is being asked to examine the landscape of peace and security, broadly defined; identify the

     contribution of collective action in addressing the major challenges and threats, both hard and soft; and recommend the changes necessary to ensure effective collection action, especially by the UN.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is reviewing the sanctions on Liberia in consultations today.  The Council heard a briefing  by the Chairman of the Liberia sanctions committee, Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan.  A press statement is expected to be read out on this issue by the Council President, Ambassador Stefan Tafrov of Bulgaria.

           Council members are then expected to hear a briefing from Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping

     Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno on recent developments in Côte d’Ivoire.  They will then hold a formal meeting to adopt a presidential statement on that subject.

           This afternoon at 3:30, the Council will hold a formal meeting on Burundi, during which it will hear from South African Deputy President Jacob Zuma.

           The President of the Economic and Social Council and the Permanent Representative of Burundi have also

     been invited to that meeting.  The ceasefire agreement on Burundi is available as a Security Council document today.

           **Cameroon-Nigeria

           The Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, which the Secretary-General set up to bring about the peaceful implementation of the International Court of Justice’s ruling on the border dispute between those two countries, has ended a two-day meeting in Yaoundé, Cameroon.

           In a nine-point communiqué issued at the end of the meeting, chaired by the Secretary-General’s Special

     Representative, Ahmedou Ould Abdallah, the Commission said it had agreed that the withdrawal, and the handover in  the Lake Chad Area will take place from 8 to 18 December 2003.  It also agreed that the Mixed Commission’s observer  personnel be set up immediately in the Lake Chad Area for a period of one year since this will strengthen confidence  among the parties.

           The Mixed Commission further recommended that the Cameroon–Nigeria Joint Commission meet every year instead of every two years.  The next meeting of the Commission will be held in Abuja from 10 to 11 February 2004.

           **Sierra Leone Court

           Interpol, the international law enforcement agency, today issued a “Red Notice” to seek the arrest of former  Liberian President Charles Taylor, so that he can be transferred to the Special Court for Sierra Leone.

           Interpol issued its notice following an agreement between it and the Special Court on 3 November, under which the Court may request Interpol to publish and circulate such notices for persons wanted by the Court.  The Special Court’s Prosecutor’s Office said that the Red Notice will serve as a reminder that Charles Taylor remains a fugitive from justice, and that his indictment will not go away.

           **Great Lakes:  Group of Friends Meet in Geneva

           The Group of Friends of the Great Lakes region is holding its first meeting today in Geneva.  The meeting is co-chaired by Canada and the Netherlands and has brought together 38 senior delegates representing governments and international organizations.  The Group will examine the ways to provide political, diplomatic, technical and financial assistance leading to the holding of an international conference on the Great Lakes region, as proposed jointly by the UN and the African Union.  More information is available upstairs.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan reports that voter registration for next year’s general election started this week in seven of eight regional capitals:  Kabul, Bamyan, Jalalabad, Mazar-e-Sharif, Kunduz, Kandahar and Herat.  Voter registration in the eighth regional capital, Gardez, will begin tomorrow.  Initial results indicate that a little over 10,000 people registered to vote this week, about a third of them in Bamyan.

           Next week, the Constitutional Loya Jirga will begin, under which Afghans from all around the country will

     convene in Kabul to discuss the shape of a new constitution.  We have press briefing notes from Kabul on the

     arrangements for the Loya Jirga, which is scheduled to open on 10 December.

           **Food and Agriculture Organization

           It could take up to 10 years for Afghanistan's animal herds to regenerate naturally, according to the preliminary  results of a Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) livestock census -- the first study of its kind ever carried out in  that country.

           The study's results show that animal herd numbers have plummeted after four years of drought and years of  civil strife.  The study's final results are expected early next year, and the data will provide a foundation on which to   base future decisions regarding matters such as farming systems and livestock development policies.

           **Micronesia

           The UN has deployed a three-member disaster assessment coordination team to Micronesia, to assess

     needs in the wake of the powerful tropical storm that passed through there last month.  The team, who came upon a request from the Micronesian Government, is in the capital of Yap State and is in close contact with government  officials.

           Thanks to early warning and preparedness measures by the Government, no injuries or casualties were

     reported as a direct result of the typhoon.  However, strong winds and a tidal surge affected the communities in

     low-lying areas on some of the islands.  We have a press release from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian  Affairs.

           **Biological Diversity

           In an effort to protect biodiversity, some 300 delegates representing governments and indigenous communities  will meet in Montreal next Monday.  The week-long meeting, which is organized under the aegis of the Convention on Biological Diversity, will focus on how to preserve the traditional knowledge used by indigenous communities to protect  biological resources and biodiversity.  We have more in a press release.

           **Year of Family

           And finally today, in the United Nations, we are celebrating the launching of the tenth anniversary observation of the International Year of the Family, with the Secretary-General saying that it is time to take stock of policies since 1994 and determine whether the situation of families has improved.

           He says the anniversary gives us a chance to consider what can be done on issues of direct concern to

     families, such as the spread of AIDS, migration and the ageing of societies.

           We have a number of activities at Headquarters today to mark this occasion, including a high-level seminar,  sponsored by the Path to Peace Foundation and the World Family Policy Center.  And that will be in Conference  Room 1 at 3 p.m.  Also, at 2:30 p.m., José Antonio Ocampo, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social  Affairs, will open an exhibit on the family, in the basement near the Vienna Café.

           That’s all I have for you. Mohammed?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Can you give us more details about the topics of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s meeting with

     German officials?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I can’t give you that now.  We usually don’t give you a sense of the

     agenda of his meetings before they take place.  We do try to give you a light read out of the meetings afterwards.  So, I can’t help you on that one.  Yes, Jim?

           Question:  Two Iraq-related questions:  One, in the current report on UMMOVIC, I was looking and there is nothing in here about financing, the funding of UNMOVIC.  Since it was funded through oil-for-food and oil-for-food is  finished, where is UNMOVIC going to be getting its money from now on?

           Spokesman:  UNMOVIC had accumulated an amount of money -- I can’t tell you how much -- that is financing their current activities.  And I believe the decision was made to allow them to keep that money and to continue to  operate on those funds.  But I would ask you to check with the UNMOVIC spokesman for more specific details.

           Question:  When you say the decision was made, was made by whom?

           Spokesman:  Check with the UNMOVIC spokesman, if you will.  We don’t really speak for them.

           Question:  Second question, two NGOs are saying that sometime next week the Coalition Provisional

     Authority is going to announce the formation of an Iraqi special tribunal, in other words a war crimes tribunal for people  associated with Saddam?  What do you know about this?  Are you involved in the planning for such a tribunal?

           Spokesman:  I have no information on that subject.  I don’t know whether the Coalition has informed the United Nations of their intention to set up such a tribunal.  I would have to check whether we have had any inputs in the event they did.  I kind of doubt it because we’ve been focusing almost exclusively on humanitarian activities in Iraq.  But I’ll check for you and let you know.

           Question:  Any comment on what the validity of such a tribunal would be in view of the circumstances?

           Spokesman:  I would not want to comment until I know exactly what it is they intend to do and see whether  we have any desire to comment on it or even to evaluate it from a legal point of view.

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you, Fred. Good afternoon.

           We have no plenary today.  The General Assembly will hold its next plenary tomorrow, Friday.  On its agenda is the situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security and emergency international assistance for war-stricken Afghanistan.

           In a resolution adopted yesterday on preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the

     International Year of the Family in 2004, the General Assembly requests the Secretary-General to strengthen the programme of work of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs to enhance the unique role of the family in society.  The Assembly also welcomes the launching by the Secretary-General of the celebration of the tenth  anniversary on 4 December, today.  This launching is taking place this afternoon.  Fred already mentioned it.

           President Julian Hunte, who is presently in Geneva, will be represented by Luis de Matos Monteiro da

     Fonseca, Vice-President of the General Assembly.

           The General Assembly in perspective:

           As you know, Monday, the tenth emergency session on Palestine will resume to examine the

     Secretary-General’s report on the construction of the wall.  This session will be chaired by President Hunte.  The  reports of the First Committee on disarmament and the Sixth Committee on legal issues are to be taken up after the emergency session.  As you know, the cloning issue is part of the Sixth Committee report.  How will they proceed  with this?  We do not have, at this point, any official notification on whether or not the no-action motion taken in the Sixth Committee on that issue will be questioned.

           Next Tuesday, the Assembly will take action on the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of

     Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the Reports of the Special Political and Decolonization

     Committee (the Fourth Committee).  Next Wednesday, the 10th, the General Assembly will mark Human Rights Day with awards given to the recipients of human rights prizes in 2003.  We’ll have time to come back to that event in the next few days.

           Two Committees are still working.  The Second Committee on economic matters is to hold its final meeting  this Friday, the 5th.  The Fifth Committee on budget matters is to end its official programme of work next Friday,  December 12th.  The Fifth will still have to examine the resolutions from the other Committees that have financial implications, like that on the illicit trade on small arms -- I got some questions on that - that will not be voted on  Monday, along with the other First Committee matters because of financial implications.

           This is all I have for you on the workings of the Assembly in the next few days.  Thank you.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Questions? Yes, Jim?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  On Monday afternoon, you say the First Committee and the Sixth Committee.  But traditionally,

     the First Committee takes up an entire session.  Do you anticipate being able to squeeze all the votes from both

     Committees into one session or is this going to have to be pushed over into Tuesday?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  We anticipate that they will get to the Sixth Committee that afternoon, the reason being that this year except for the small arms issue there are really no controversial resolutions.   So, I think we still might take up the Sixth Committee on Monday as scheduled.

           Question:  Will there be a new resolution discussed on the wall at the General Assembly on Monday or is it just a discussion about the Secretary-General’s report?

           Spokeswoman:  There will definitely be a resolution.

           Question: Is this the resolution where (inaudible) wants the International Court of Justice to take a position?   That’s the one on Monday?

           Spokeswoman:  Yes, members of the Arab League have indicated that they will want the resolution that was  not adopted at the last emergency meeting, when they adopted a compromise resolution from the European Union,  that that issue will come back, the issue of referring the whole matter to the International Court.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Warming" ��Post Independent (Colorado Springs) Global warming threatens more than powder days�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Action" ��The New York Post - Action heating up - literally� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Strong" ��National Post's Financial Post & FP Investing (Canada) - Strong's latest prize sends science downhill� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ruling" ��Africa News  - UN Environment Programme Defers Ruling On Dangerous Drug�


� HYPERLINK  \l "CIBC" ��Stockhouse USA - News - CIBC adopts 'Equator Principles'�
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