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Business Day 

Ministers seek to realise World Summit aims

NAIROBI A governing council of the UN Environment Programme opened at its headquarters in Kenya yesterday, to discuss how to implement pledges made by world leaders at last year's World Summit. 

More than 100 environment ministers have gathered for the talks aimed at reducing poverty. 

The programme's executive director Klaus Toepfer said at the start of the five-day meeting that the summit had provided "a road map" for development and that ministers had "a convincing basis to address serious problems of the most vulnerable among us". 

"The success of the Johannesburg Agreement is not based on any timetable, but on the need for its implementation," Toepfer said. 

Among those most at risk were the least developed and poorest countries, Toepfer said. 

Ugandan Environment Minister Ruhakana Rugunda was elected president of the programme's Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum, taking over from his Canadian counterpart David Anderson. 

Ruganda vowed to promote down-to-earth implementation of environment as a sustainable development programme. 

Mountain forests across Kenya have been decimated as people chopped down trees. This accounted for 80% of fuel supplies, as only 9% of the population was connected to sources of electricity. Sapa-AFP 

__________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Everyone wants their own bit of Earth

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent in Nairobi 

The United Nations is turning to social science in its quest to steer the world towards greener lifestyles. 

The UN Environment Programme (Unep) is working with psychologists and behavioural scientists to understand what makes consumers tick. 

It thinks there is little benefit in making people feel guilty about the way they live. It wants instead to make sustainable living something consumers will increasingly desire. 

               Unep officials disclosed their new approach to delegates to the organisation's governing council, meeting here  from 3 to 7 February. 

               They define sustainable consumption as "enjoying a good quality of life while consuming fewer natural resources and polluting less". 

               But they say studies show only 5% of people in developed countries have chosen to live sustainably. 

               Prevention better than cure 

               Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said: "Messages from governments exhorting people to drive their cars less or admonishing them for buying products that cause environmental damage appear not to be working. 

               "People are simply not listening. Making people feel guilty about their lifestyles and purchasing habits is achieving only limited success. 

               "So we need to look again at how we enlist the public to reduce pollution and live in ways that cause minimal environmental damage." 

               Jacqueline Aloisi de Larderel is director of Unep's division of technology, industry and economics

               (Unep/DTIE). 

               She told BBC News Online: "We've said for some time in Unep that we should try to prevent trouble, not just remedy it. That's what this is about - it's economically, socially and environmentally viable, so it's win-win-win." 

               Buy one, get one free 

               In November 2002, Unep and the Japanese Government hosted a workshop on sustainable               consumption in the Austrian capital, Vienna, organised  by the International Institute for Applied Systems               Analysis (IIASA). 

               It was attended by social scientists from Japan, Europe  and the US, and Unep is planning two more in March  2003, in Paris and Tokyo. 

               Bas de Leeuw of Unep/DTIE told BBC News Online: "We've asked the people coming to Paris for specific   advice. 

               "Traditionally we've looked at the impact on the environment of different economic sectors, and tried to work from there to sustainability. 

               "Now we want to change to what we're calling a  function-based approach, looking at human needs -

               for food, shelter and  mobility, for example -  then seeing how to meet those needs more sustainably. 

               "We hope the behavioural scientists will help us there. There are bound to be winners and losers from this. 

               "The losers will be those who won't work with the idea of  sustainable consumption. The winners will be those who identify core needs and rethink what they do. They'll realise it's another way of making money." 

               Examples Unep gives of positive ways to influence  consumers include a car manufacturer which in the UK  provides a mountain bike with every car it sells, urging buyers to use the bike for short journeys. 

               And European detergent makers tell consumers to switch to low-temperature washing liquids and powders,  not just to save energy but because it is good for their clothes. 

               In a similar UK initiative, the Centre for Environmental Strategy at the University of Surrey is undertaking "a critical review of different theoretical conceptions of  consumer behaviour". 

___________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India

India slugs it out on brown cloud


NAIROBI: Could the Asian brown cloud of pollutants turn into an atmospheric brown cloud, or a cloud by any other name, and blow away all the ill will generated so far?   Perhaps. Certainly, efforts are being made at the UN Environment Programme's governing council meeting here to allay Indian sensitivities, soften the opposition and go ahead with further research on the cloud.

Tuesday afternoon saw the Indian pitch against further research reportedly winning some support from Pakistan and Indonesia -- the issue has gone back to the drafting committee. This would indicate a possible compromise though the Indian team has been maintaining it wants the issue dropped altogether. A meeting is also scheduled between UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer and environment secretary K C Misra.

Right now, both sides are manoeuvring to get a new deal amid unofficial suggestions that if it comes to the worst, UNEP could even just go ahead with research under cover of earlier decisions -- a fresh decision here would just give it additional mandate.

Sources have been suggesting south-eastern and north-eastern Asian countries are not against a fresh UNEP proposal to build the science on this, building capacity among scientists in the region through additional training, modelling and equipment.

The Indians, suggesting UNEP has more important issues to focus on, don't just challenge the conclusions drawn from the science but attribute political motives to the manner in which the whole issue has been played out.

The original draft decision which came before the governing council would permit it to investigate, possibly expand, the scope of the study to assess the potential long-term global implications of tropospheric particulate and aerosol pollution, identify policy options, including capacity-building needs -- and encourage governments and others to provide the funds for such an assessment.

One possible compromise could be that UNEP takes up a comprehensive study of haze phenomena caused by particulate matter and aerosols all over the world. In other words, expand the scope to cover other 'clouds', over South America, for instance. There is one suggestion that the cloud could just be renamed, snapping the Asian link.

India is so upset because it sees UNEP as having essentially hijacked this agenda and views the whole attempt as one to dilute the pressure on developed countries to take the lead in controlling greenhouse gas emissions to check global climate change.

"Raising the bogey of pollutants and aerosols (natural and human-made minute particles) will just divert the debate....there are clouds over the Atlantic and Europe, why just the Asian brown cloud?" asks an official. Essentially, he suggests, the aim is to bring aerosols into the climate change agenda.

The unfortunately named Asian brown cloud is a hazy brownish layer of pollutants and particles from biomass burning and industrial emissions in Asia. An international study, the Indian Ocean experiment, has revealed the haze is transported far beyond the region, particular from December to April.

The UNEP report, sprinkled with caveats on these being preliminary findings, looks at the possible impact on climate, water stress, agricultural productivity and health and was made public just before last August's World Summit on Sustainable Development.

If the findings are so preliminary, why go to town with the report? ask the Indians, hopping mad at the damage they are still trying to contain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Economic Times 

February 4, 2003 

ENVIRONMENT FORUM TO STUDY ASIAN BROWN CLOUD 

      The Global Ministerial Environment Forum, which is meeting at Nairobi in Kenya on Monday, will examine the  controversial Asian Brown Cloud (ABC) phenomenon. 

      During the five-day conference, India -represented by a delegation headed by secretary, K C Misra - which

      has already dismissed the UNEP report on the ABC as "needlessly alarmist" is expected to push for a

      comprehensive study "to understand the haze occurring due to particulate matters and aerosols all over the

      globe." India seeks to ward off the implied UNEP thesis that developed countries are to blame for aerosol

      pollution. 

      Last August, the UNEP had released a report "Regional and global impacts of vast pollution cloud" painting a  gloomy picture attributing drought and other disturbances in weather patterns to a brown cloud over Asia. The UNEP theory was immediately debunked by the scientific community as an attempt by developed

      countries to "blame the developing world." 

      The subject is scheduled for discussion during the consideration of the State of Environment Report

      prepared by the UNEP. An official reaction from the government had pointed out that the conclusions were

      not substantiated by necessary scientific evidence. 

      Meanwhile, the governing council meet will also draw the work programme of UNEP for 2004-05. It will also  discuss the state of global environment, emerging policy issues, the role of civil society, internationaL

      environmental governance, outcome of the Johannesburg Summit on Sustainable Development and linkages among various international environment related conventions.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Times of India

Its 'cool' to be eco-friendly, says UN
CHANDRIKA MAGO

 PRIVATE
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NAIROBI: Feel guilty about wasting water, not shutting off the tap? Or, perhaps, not voluntarily buying the most efficient car which runs on clean fuel?   Stop worrying. The UN Environment Programme says many of the messages from governments and green groups, urging people to make the right choices, are just too disapproving and guilt-laden. They don't turn people on to the environment, just switch them off.

Now, UNEP has enlisted psychologists and human behaviourists to help turn this around. Bas de Leeuw, coordinator of UNEP's sustainable consumption programme, says they have held one workshop on this and are trying to build an informal network of social scientists who can guide policymakers.

There is a need, say UNEP officials, to make sustainable lifestyles fashionable and 'cool' -- marketing, as one official put it, the Coca Cola lifestyle.

The new element in the effort now is to help governments find another "tone" in their messages, link these to positive, life-enriching things, says de Leeuw. Nobody, he says, wants people to consume less, just consume differently; to have a better quality of life, create more business opportunities and prove this a "more clever way of doing business". 

To this end, says de Leeuw, they are working not just with governments but with businesses to make products and services more environment-friendly, complementing other initiative such as labelling.

Identifying sustainable consumption patterns as a key issue for discussion during its ongoing governing council meeting, UNEP is also hoping to help governments do a better job of their own consumption. It is drawing up "green procurement" information material for governments and local authorities to guide them on environmentally-sound purchases. 

One of the bigger hurdles is likely to be product cost. A product may be projected as fasionable and cool but could be just too expensive. De Leeuw admits as much, saying there are proposals to internalise the environmental cost into products. But there is a whole big area of tax reforms, subsidies and more out there, all waiting to be tackled. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

UNEP to market "cool" life-styles to protect earth 

      BODY: 

      NAIROBI, Feb. 4 (Xinhua) --The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) launched here Tuesday a

      pioneering initiative to save the planet by enlisting psychologists and human behaviorists. 

      These experts will work out ways to market "cool" lifestyles characteristic of sustainable consumption, so

      that people worldwide will consume voluntarily in a way that is not only environment-friendly but also

      sustainable, said UNEP officials while launching the initiative on the sidelines of UNEP Governing Council meeting. 

      Traditional messages from governments and green groups, urging the public to adopt

      environmentally-friendly life-styles, appear not to be working, the officials said.    UNEP studies indicate

      that only five percent of the public in Northern countries are embracing so-called sustainable life-styles and

      sustainable consumption. 

      "So we need to look again at how we enlist the public to reduce pollution and live in ways that cause

      minimal environmental damage. We need to make sustainable life-styles fashionable and 'cool' as young

      people might say," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer noted. 

      "We also need to make it clear that there are real personal benefits to living in harmony with the planet," he

      said. 

      UNEP officials cited campaigns by KIA, a Korean car manufacturer, as a good example of selling positive,

      environmentally-friendly consumerism and life-styles. 

      KIA has a campaign in the United Kingdom which urges people not to use cars for short journeys, only long  distance ones. 

      It provides a mountain bike with every new car purchased and helps organize "walking buses." These create  networks of parents who assist in escorting children to school on foot. 

      Sustainable consumption patterns and how governments, industry and the public can play their role in

      delivering these are among the key issues being discussed during the five-day meeting. 

      "Sustainable consumption is not about consuming less, it is about consuming differently, consuming

      efficiently, and having an improved quality of life. It also means sharing between the richer and the poorer,"   said Jacqueline Larderel, director of UNEP's Division of Technology, Industry and Economics which is  spearheading the new initiative. 

      "This is not just an issue for so called rich countries. Many rapidly industrializing, developing countries, such  as China, are keenly aware of the environmental threats posed by uncontrolled consumerism and the risks of  not making products environmentally-friendly," she said. 

      China is among 52 countries surveyed by UNEP in collaboration with Consumers International, she said,

      adding that the country has factored sustainable consumption into its Law on the Protection of Consumer

      Rights and Interests. 

      Actions include publicity and educational programs, eco-labelling, certification of environmentally-sound

      products and 30 percent sales tax reductions for light and less polluting vehicles, she said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Deutche Welle

New EU Rules Protect Farmers from Bio-Pirates

In a bid to protect poor farmers in developing  countries, the European Union is implementing two far-reaching proposals that are designed to curb the power of the biotechnology industry. 

The European Union is set to get tough with companies in its member states that wish to exploit the natural resources and "traditional knowledge" of indigenous farmers in poorer countries. The EU is concerned about the long-term effects of bio-piracy - the term given to the practice of some companies in developed countries to find and control natural resources simply for profit. 

In the first of two steps announced by the EU trade commissioner Pascal Lamy in Our Planet magazine, a publication of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), companies seeking patents will be required to give exact information on any natural products used, where they were obtained and who provided them. It is hoped that this directive will help farmers benefit from the profits of those biotechnology firms who use their raw materials and techniques.

The proposals for tackling bio-piracy will be discussed by the World Trade Organization (WTO) while the governing council of UNEP will address the two-step plan at its headquarters in Nairobi this week where they will be discussing ways to tackle poverty and environmental destruction by using poor countries' genetic resources to benefit them. 

Revealing sources to ensure distribution of wealth

Writing in Our Planet magazine, Lamy says: "Indigenous or local groups in developing countries are right to expect to benefit materially if their traditional knowledge is applied in ways that are shared via commercial initiatives and trade. The EU is working on ways of helping developing countries rich in traditional knowledge to identify it and prevent it being undervalued or abused." 

In the second step, poor farmers engaged in the traditional practice of saving and exchanging seeds will be allowed to continue doing so. There have been concerns that companies would force the farmers to buy newly modified and patented seeds, capable of only one harvest, every year if unchecked. 

Seed exchange program protected
If the EU's proposals are accepted, they will mean poor farmers need no longer fear they will be forced to buy fresh seeds annually from bio-tech companies, instead of saving some from the previous crop. But there are problems. One major sticking point is likely to be the conflicting stance of two previously agreed acts that address both sides of the argument. The 1993 Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was designed to make sure that the benefits are shared between the exploiting and the communities from which they take their resources. 

However, many countries think the CBD's power was reduced by the 1995 Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights Agreement (Trips) that passed the initiative to those with patents. In an attempt to strike a balance between the CBD and Trips agreement, the EU is sending a paper to the Trips council, explaining how the two agreements can work together.

EU attempts consolidation of agreements
In Our Planet, Lamy says: "The key proposal in the paper is a means of obliging applicants for patents who have used the fruits of bio-prospecting (taking knowledge from developing countries) for new products to disclose the geographical origin of any biological material used in biotech inventions."

"At present, there is no such obligation. The paper also supports the idea of providing better protection for traditional knowledge, and recognizes the right of subsistence farmers in developing countries to re-use and exchange seeds, even those covered by intellectual property rights, via so-called farmers' exemptions. Larger-scale commercial farmers would stay subject to more stringent rules." Dr Klaus Töpfer, UNEP's executive director, says in Our Planet that the benefit-sharing which the CBD exists to promote is all too often not working - or working too imperfectly. "Sadly the genetic resources of one country or community are often treated as a public common good, owned by nobody, free for all, without property rights." 

Lamy's approach to the issue is expected to be strongly supported by UNEP but whether the WTO will be as enthusiastic is another story. It is also unlikely that many bio-prospectors will be willing to honor any agreement that may be reached

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India 

February 5, 

INDIA MAY BECOME 'HOT SPOT' FOR MERCURY POISONING: UN 

      BYLINE: Chandrika Mago 

      NAIROBI: Asia is the biggest villain in polluting the atmosphere with new mercury emissions, impacting the health of people as well as wildlife, a new UN report says. 

      In even worse news for India, the first global study on this hazardous heavy metal says India could be one

      of a dozen hot spots after an upsurge in gold mining over three decades. Mercury, once it is released,

      persists in the atmosphere, first impacting locally and then hitting the global commons, travelling thousands  of miles. While it is also released naturally, human activities have boosted atmospheric levels of mercury threefold since pre-industrial times. Mercury is a neurotoxin which leaves children, in particular, very

      vulnerable. It can lead to memory loss, impaired coordination, vision disturbance. There is a suggested link

      to cardiovascular problems. It also affects the thyroid gland, the digestive system, the liver and skin. 

      These findings will be discussed here during the week as the UN Environment Programme's governing

      council meeting and the fourth global ministerial environment forum get underway. The meeting opened

      Monday with ministers and senior government officials from over 100 countries, NGOs, business and industry expected to attend. 

      Launching this first global mercury assessment report, UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said it is clear  action is essential. "The mercury report gives us another compelling reason to reduce society's dependence on carbon-intensive energy supplies," said Toepfer. 

      The report, compiled by an international team of experts, says coal-fired power stations and waste

      incinerators now account for about 1,500 tonnes, or 70 per cent of new quantified man-made mercury

      emissions to the atmosphere, annually. The biggest share of 860 tonnes is from Asia. Africa, second on the

      list, contributes 197 tonnes. 

      Acid rain, also one of the results of power station pollution, may be aggravating the problem. Artisinal mining  of gold and silver in some less developed countries is releasing an estimated 400-500 tonnes of mercury  each year to the air, soils and waterways. Some 10 million people in the gold mining industry could be at risk  of mercury poisoning. 

      Rising temperatures and violent climatic events such as storms influence the release of mercury from

      contaminated sediment and soils into rivers, lakes and freshwater bodies. Here, it can be transformed into

      methylmercury and enter the food chain, primarily through seafood. 

      Other mercury exposure can occur through dental amalgams, skin lightening creams and soaps, use in some  traditional medicines, use of vaccines and some pharmaceuticals containing mercury preservatives. Sources  include cement production, chlor-alkali production, manufacture of electrical switches and thermometers,  garbage heaps containing waste such as old batteries. 

      Slash and burn agriculture and forest clearing may also be releasing mercury into rivers. Mercury

      contamination in parts of Europe, the report says, could be affecting tiny organisms regulating soil fertility,

      possibly even impacting the climate change process. 

      India is on the governing council but environment minister Baalu has not made it to Kenya to join delegates  who will discuss a range of options to deal with this poison. These include finding substitutes to mercury  use, establishing a global programme of action, even launching talks for a contentious legally-binding treaty. 

      While the US is understood to be against such a treaty, most others, it is suggested, would also prefer other

      options to begin with. India has its environment secretary here. The first governing council meeting after

      last August's World Summit on Sustainable Development is expected to have a strong focus on

      implementation of decisions there, including programmes on changing unsustainable consumption patterns. 

      Meeting, as Toepfer put it, in "a difficult and uncertain international environment", ministers are also

      expected to discuss the environmental condition of conflict areas, from West Asia to Afghanistan.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UNEP: Agency Says Mercury Pollution Rising In Poor Countries; More 

Coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators in developing countries are to blame for the majority of the world's new mercury contamination, according to a report released yesterday by the U.N. Environment Program at its Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi.

Compiled by an international team of experts, the report indicates 70 percent of new quantified man-made mercury, about 1,500 tons annually, comes from burning coal, and more than two-thirds of the emissions were from Asia and Africa. The mining of silver and gold is another significant source of mercury pollution, accounting for 400-500 tons of mercury a year.

Once in the atmosphere, mercury can travel thousands of miles. It also seeps from soils into rivers and lakes, where it often converts into its most potent form, methylmercury, and can build up in fish and other aquatic life forms consumed by humans and other animals. It has been linked to cases of brain damage in babies whose mothers ate contaminated fish and can cause tremors, memory loss and impairment of vision and coordination. The report indicates mercury is present across the globe in concentrations that adversely effect humans and is a "major threat" to the world's fish supply.

The report "shows that the global environmental threat to humans and wildlife has not receded despite reductions in mercury discharges, particularly in developing countries. Indeed, it shows that the problems remain and appear in some situations to be worsening as demand for energy, the largest source of human-made 

mercury emissions, climbs," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said (UNEP release, Feb. 3).

_________________________________________________________________________________________

U.N.: Worldwide effort needed to cut mercury emissions

By JOAN LOWY

Scripps Howard News Service

A global effort is needed to reduce power-plant emissions of mercury, which are harming the health of people and animals worldwide, and to warn pregnant women of the dangers of eating mercury-contaminated fish, a U.N. agency said Monday. 

A report released by the United Nations' Environment Program said that coal-fired power plants and waste incinerators account for 1,500 tons, or 70 percent, of the new, quantified man-man mercury emissions in the atmosphere. 

The largest share comes from Asia, an estimated 860 tons a year, followed by Africa, 197 tons; Europe, 186 tons; North America, 105 tons; Australia and Oceania, 100 tons, and South America, 27 tons. 

Once in the atmosphere, mercury can travel thousands of miles, contaminating places far away from where it was discharged. 

Mercury is a powerful neurotoxin that can cause brain damage and even death in acute doses, and learning disabilities and nervous system damage in low doses. Young children and the developing fetus are especially vulnerable. 

Human activities, from burning coal to gold mining, have boosted atmospheric levels of mercury threefold since pre-industrial times, the report said. 

"This new report ... shows that the global environmental threat to humans and wildlife has not receded despite reductions in mercury discharges, particularly in developed countries," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program. 

"Indeed, the report shows that the problems remain and appear in some situations to be worsening as demand for energy, the largest source of human-made mercury emissions, climbs," Toepfer said. 

The coal industry has opposed legislative and regulatory efforts to require utility companies to reduce mercury emissions, which could force some power plants to switch from coal to other fuels. 

"We don't know of any technologies to reduce mercury specifically," said Carol Raulston, a spokeswoman for the National Mining Association. 

The biggest source of human exposure to mercury is from eating fish. The report notes that mercury is a "major threat to this important food supply." Predatory fish - larger fish toward the top of the food chain - are generally more contaminated. These include species such as king mackerel, pike, shark, swordfish, walleye, barracuda, large tuna, scabbard and marlin. 

"The available data indicate that mercury is present all over the globe, especially in fish, in concentrations that adversely affect human beings," the report said. 

In the United States, nearly every state has issued warnings cautioning the public about eating certain freshwater fish. A special scientific advisory panel recommended last July that the Food and Drug Administration strengthen its warning to women of childbearing age about eating mercury-contaminated seafood, particularly canned tuna. However, the FDA has not acted on that recommendation. 

A survey released last week by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that 5 percent of American women of childbearing age had mercury levels in their blood at or above the Environmental Protection Agency's safety threshold. Another 5 percent of women had levels just under the threshold. 

Some scientists estimate that as many as 300,000 babies born in the United States every year are at risk of brain damage from mercury exposure in the womb. 

Last month, the California attorney general filed a lawsuit against several major grocery chains under the state's toxic substances law for not warning customers that some types of seafood, including swordfish and tuna steaks, are contaminated with mercury. The lawsuit, the first of its kind, may be expanded to include restaurant chains. 

On the Net:
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Global Warming May Worsen Mercury Pollution UN - 

PRIVATE
Tue Feb 4,12:06 AM ET
PRIVATE





NAIROBI (Reuters) - Mercury pollution must be tackled before global warming (news - web sites) exacerbates its noxious effects, the United Nations (news - web sites) warned Monday it its first report into the worldwide dangers posed by the heavy metal. 
PRIVATE



The U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) said activities from gold mining to burning coal in power stations had tripled mercury levels in the air since pre-industrial times. 

Mercury works its way into the food chain, with women and children most at risk from poisoning, which can cause brain and nerve damage resulting in impaired coordination, blurred vision, tremors, irritability and memory loss. 

"Mercury levels have to be reduced and we want governments to start to take steps to do this immediately," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told reporters at a conference of environment ministers in the Kenyan capital Nairobi. "Things could get worse in the coming years, as increases in temperature also appear to help the spread of the mercury." 

UNEP's first report into the global impact of mercury pollution said more than 1,500 tons of the hazardous substance is pumped into the skies every year by power stations, with Asia and then Africa the worst culprits. 

Small-scale mining, where mercury is used to help extract gold and silver from ores, is another main source of the pollution, releasing about 400-500 tons of mercury each year. 

UNEP said a U.S. study found about one in 12 women there had mercury levels in their bodies above those deemed safe by national authorities. 

Scientists predict that as a result, up to 300,000 babies in the United States could be at risk of brain damage with possible impacts from learning difficulties to impaired nervous systems. 

Mercury poisoning also threatens animals such as otters, minx, osprey (news - web sites), eagles and some whales which feed on fish, which scientists say are readily contaminated by mercury pollution. 

UNEP hopes up to 100 environment ministers will attend the five-day conference at its Nairobi headquarters, which opened on Monday, to discuss how to implement resolutions from the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development in September. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Times of India

Asia is now the villain on mercury poisoning: UN
CHANDRIKA MAGO

 

NAIROBI: First it was the Brown Cloud, now it is mercury poisoning. A new UN report has named Asia as the biggest villain in polluting the atmosphere with new mercury emissions which is impacting the health of people and wildlife alike.

 The first global study on this heavy metal says India could be one of a dozen hot spots after a rise in gold mining over 30 years. 

Launching the global mercury assessment report in Nairobi, UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said action is essential. "The mercury report gives us another compelling reason to reduce society's dependence on carbon-intensive energy supplies.'

The report says coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators account for about 1,500 tonnes, or 70 per cent of new quantified man-made mercury emissions annually. The biggest share of 860 tonnes is from Asia. Africa, contributes 197 tonnes.

These findings will be discussed here as the UN Environment Programme's governing council meeting and the fourth global ministerial environment forum get underway. The meeting opened on Monday with ministers and senior government officials from over 100 countries, NGOs, business and industry expected to attend. 

Once it is released, mercury persists in the atmosphere. It's first impact is local. It then travels thousands of miles, hitting the global commons. Where it is released naturally, human activity has boosted atmospheric levels of mercury threefold since pre-industrial times.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream 

February 4, 2003 Tuesday 10:46 AM Eastern Time 

Senegal's president departs for pilgrimage to Mecca 

      President Abdoulaye Wade left Senegal on Tuesday to perform the hajj pilgrimage at the heart of Islam. 

      Wade planned to attend a meeting of the U.N. Environment Program in Kenya on route to Saudi Arabia,

      where he was expected to arrive in Mecca on Thursday, said an adviser, Ramadoulaye Ndao. The pilgrimage   to Mecca, birthplace of the Prophet Muhammad and home to Islam's holiest shrine, is considered one of the  five pillars of Islam. Every Muslim who is physically and financially able is supposed to visit Mecca at least  once in their lifetime. 

      Wade last made the pilgrimage in 2001, Ndao said. He planned to return to Senegal on Feb. 13. 

      About 95 percent of Senegalese are Muslim, though the government is secular. 

      While desperately poor, Senegal is one of West Africa's most stable countries. Wade was elected president

      in 2000, breaking the former ruling party's 40-year hold on power since independence from France in 1960.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters
Africa accelerates switch to unleaded petrol -U.N.

Tuesday February 4, 10:52 am ET 

NAIROBI, Feb 4 (Reuters) - Africa is accelerating its switch towards unleaded petrol but is still lagging behind in totally phasing out leaded gasoline, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said on Tuesday. 

A UNEP report, presented to environment ministers attending a conference in the Kenyan capital Nairobi, showed that within five years most African countries will have phased out, or almost phased out, lead from petrol. 

"Leaded gasoline is still widely used in Africa," Rob de Jong, programme officer with UNEP, told Reuters. "What is needed in Africa is awareness that unleaded is better for you, better for the environment and better for the vehicle," he said. 

UNEP warned that lead emissions released with exhaust fumes lead to many ailments including respiratory problems, saying that children are the most vulnerable. 

The heavy metal contaminates the air and pollutes engines, raising vehicle maintenance costs. 

About 90 percent of the world's petrol supplies are unleaded, but the remaining 10 percent is made up of leaded fuel found mainly in Africa and some countries in Asia and Latin America, the report said. 

UNEP blamed Africa's slowness to switch to unleaded fuel mainly on outdated technology, but said a lack of awareness of the health risks and misconceptions about the impact of unleaded fuels on the engines had also played a part. 

Only four African countries, Egypt, Libya, Mauritius and Sudan, are already fully lead free. Morocco, Reunion, Tunisia and Western Sahara will join them this year. 

UNEP said that more than 20 African countries, including Eritrea, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Togo and Uganda, had drawn up or were in the process of making plans to phase out leaded petrol by 2005-2006. 

UNEP hopes up to 100 environment ministers will attend the five-day conference at its Nairobi headquarters, which opened on Monday, to discuss how to implement resolutions from the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development in September. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________Moosa Attends Annual Gathering of Environment Ministers 

BuaNews (Pretoria) 
NEWS
February 4, 2003 
Posted to the web February 4, 2003 

By Mantshele Wa Ga Tau
Pretoria 

Environmental Affairs and Tourism Mohammed Valli Moosa today departs for Nairobi, Kenya, to attend the 22nd meeting of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

The meeting constitutes the biggest annual gathering of environment ministers and key on the agenda will be the realignment of resolutions taken at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg last year, taken by the UNEP Council. 

This UNEP global environment ministers conference is the first such high level meeting since the appointment of minister Moosa by the UN General Assembly last week as the Chairperson of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD). 

Speaking before his departure in Pretoria today, minister Moosa expressed hope that the meeting would 'strengthen the implementation of the WSSD outcomes.' 

'Work has already begun ahead of the Ministerial Segment with the DEAT Director-General, Dr Crispian Olver and his team of officials already in Nairobi attending preparatory sessions ahead of the Ministerial segment,' the department said. 

The key agenda of the UN Council will be to discuss the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, with special focus on the state of the environment, the fight against poverty, access to water to world populations and the UNEP's contribution to the fight against biodiversity loss, amongst others. 

The minister further expressed South Africa's optimism that the implementation of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation will be raised to a higher level and that an organ such as UNEP is critical in ensuring that the resolutions were not only implemented but also provided with adequate resources and a proper environment for sustainable development to take root. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA    (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

        February 5, 2003

UNEP report blames power stations for mercury poisoning 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Mercury poisoning of the planet could be significantly reduced by curbing pollution from power stations, says a new report issued the Nairobi-based United Nations  Environment Programme (UNEP). The report, released at the ongoing 22nd UNEP Governing Council in Nairobi, blamed coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators, which account for around 1,500 tons or 70 percent of new, quantified man-made mercury emissions to the atmosphere. Developing countries, particularly those in Asia, produce the majority of these mercury emissions, at 860 tons. "As combustion of fossil fuels is increasing in order to meet the growing energy demands of both developing and developed nations, mercury emissions can be expected to increase accordingly in the absence of the deployment of control technologies or the use of alternative energy sources," states the report. Artisan mining of gold and silver in less developed nations is mentioned as another source of mercury pollution, releasing an estimated 400-500 tons annually to the air, soils and waterways. Temperature can also effect the release of mercury from contaminated sediments and soils into rivers and lakes, the report says. Fish is still a beneficial food, and low to moderate consumption is considered safe, but people who eat large amounts of contaminated fish or seafood may be at risk of mercury poisoning, the UNEP report states.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037219&dte=04/02/2003
Kenya calls for collaboration between two UN bodies 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya on Tuesday called for continued collaboration between the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) and the UN Department of Humanitarian Affairs to enhance their ability to respond to global emergencies. Interviewed in Nairobi, Kenya's Environment Minister Newton Kulundu also hailed the ongoing cooperation between the UNEP and the Dry Land Development Centre to address issues of desertification and drought in a bid to combat poverty. He also called for the creation of a trust fund to finance environmental emergencies aimed at easing the existing shortcomings of human and fiscal resources. Kulundu, who is leading the country's delegation to the 22nd session of the UNEP governing council/global ministerial forum here, told PANA that the continued collaboration and the establishment of the fund would be a boon to Africa and the developing world. “The collaboration between the two UN bodies and the establishment of the emergency fund is particularly important with respect to developing countries that lack or have minimal disaster preparedness and resources for timely response to such emergencies," the minister said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037217&dte=04/02/2003
Seychelles extols environmental component of NEPAD 

Saint Denis, Reunion (PANA) - Seychelles has reaffirmed its attachment to the environmental component of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), particularly with regard to marine and coastal protection. "The process defined for the development and protection of marine and coastal environment, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa is of paramount importance to Seychelles," the ministry of Environment indicated in a statement Monday.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037325&dte=04/02/2003
Cape Town plans to preserve its unique natural assets 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Cape Town, one of only three cities in the world which rank as urban biodiversity "hotspots," is to get a comprehensive strategy to preserve its unique natural assets. The City of Cape Town has just released a draft Biodiversity Strategy, inviting the public to comment on ways in which the city can best nurture its spectacular natural beauty and conserve its rich natural heritage. According to Danile Landingwe, Executive Councillor for Transport, Roads and Environment, Cape Town's unique natural attributes are a result of the inland aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems as well as the diverse coastal and marine habitats created by the warm waters of False Bay and the colder waters of the Atlantic Ocean. "The city is at the heart of the Cape Floristic Kingdom, the smallest, richest and also the most threatened of the world's six floral kingdoms. As such, the city is an ecological hotspot of global importance," said Landingwe.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037289&dte=04/02/2003
US Govt Expresses Interest in Forest - Amb. Visits Sarpo Park

The NEWS (Monrovia): The Government of the United States of America has expressed interest, and would support conservation of forests in Liberia, which is considered a biodiversity hot stop in West Africa. During a four-day fact finding mission at the Sarpo National Park in Sinoe County Amb. John W. Blaney III last week, stated that Liberia's bio-system is a treasure, valuable to the future of man kind. Amb. Blaney however revealed that his government was interested in the sustainability of the forests in the Country, but was not interested in putting a stop to logging activities. According to an international expert on forest issues, Liberia is a major producer of round logs from which millions of dollars are accrued, and that there was a steady increase in production.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302040490.html
Bird Protection Project Gets US$40,000

New Vision (Kampala): FUNDING worth US$40,000 has been secured to protect Uganda's national bird, the African grey Crested Crane, which is threatened with extinction, reports Gerald Tenywa. The Netherlands-based Committee of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) channeled the fund through Nature Uganda, a BirdLife International partner. Pauline Nantongo, the deputy executive officer with Nature Uganda, last week said they would work with communities to protect the bird's sanctuaries in south-western Uganda. "We hope our efforts will contribute to the conservation of the cranes," she said recently. Uganda recognizes the crested crane as its national bird and it is illegal to harm, molest or kill it. The image of the bird sits on Uganda's flag and court of arms. The bird's major habitats have been destroyed by reclamation of wetlands in Kisoro and Kabale districts, due to high human population pressure. A recent report on the state of biological diversity for Uganda, said cranes today lay their eggs on electric pylons, which is dangerous to their survival. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302040086.html
______________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues

Seoul hopes to host U.N. environment session
The Korea Herald, Feb 04, 2003 - The Ministry of Environment said yesterday it will seek to host a special section of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) Governing Council slated for next year.
A delegation led by Deputy Environment Minister Lee Maan-ee will fly to Nairobi, Kenya to attend the 22nd UNEP Governing Council and the 4th Global Ministerial Environmental Forum beginning Wednesday, in a bid to promote South Korea as a deserving host for the eighth special session. 
"Playing host to the UNEP's special session will give us (South Korea) a good chance to upgrade our image and inform foreign countries of our efforts to preserve the environment," a ministry source said.
http://www.koreaherald.co.kr/archives/result_contents.asp?id=200302040032&query=UNEP 

India slugs it out on brown cloud 
The Times of India, February 04, 2003 - NAIROBI: Could the Asian brown cloud of pollutants turn into an atmospheric brown cloud, or a cloud by any other name, and blow away all the ill will generated so far? 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=36495645Perhaps. Certainly, efforts are being made at the UN Environment Programme's governing council meeting here to allay Indian sensitivities, soften the opposition and go ahead with further research on the cloud.
 

Its 'cool' to be eco-friendly, says UN
The Times of India, February 04, 2003 (CHANDRIKA MAGO) - NAIROBI: Feel guilty about wasting water, not shutting off the tap? Or, perhaps, not voluntarily buying the most efficient car which runs on clean fuel?
Stop worrying. The UN Environment Programme says many of the messages from governments and green groups, urging people to make the right choices, are just too disapproving and guilt-laden. They don't turn people on to the environment, just switch them off.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=36495432 

Environment ministers to gather in Kenya
Japan Today, Feb 01, 2003 - NAIROBI — Environment ministers from more than 100 countries will gather in Nairobi on Monday to begin a weeklong conference on the state of the global environment, organizers said Friday.
The forum at the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) headquarters comes just five months after the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in South Africa. (Kyodo News)
http://www.japantoday.com/e/?content=news&id=247976 

United States Against Proposed International Pact To Bar Mercury Pollution
Malaysia National News Agency, WASHINGTON, Feb 3 (OANA-Kyodo) -- The United States opposes a proposed international arrangement to prevent mercury pollution, according to an internal State Department document obtained yesterday by Kyodo News. 
The news came ahead of a five-day U.N. Environment Programme meeting beginning Monday in Nairobi. The meeting plans to discuss an initiative addressing international monitoring of mercury pollution and mercury emission cuts via technology cooperation. 
http://www3.bernama.com/B2002v2/news.shtml?world/wo0302_3 

Global warming may worsen mercury pollution
The Pioneer, Feb 05, 20023 (Agencies/Nairobi) - Mercury pollution must be tackled before global warming exacerbates its noxious effects, the United Nations warned in its first report into the worldwide dangers posed by the heavy metal.
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said on Monday that activities from gold mining to burning coal in power stations had tripled mercury levels in the air since pre-industrial times.
http://www.dailypioneer.com/searchit2.asp?main_variable=World&file_name=wld8.txt
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COLOMBIA:
Coffee Crisis Persists Despite Higher Exports 

Yadira Ferrer 


BOGOTA, Feb 3 (IPS) - The volume of Colombia's coffee exports grew three percent in 2002, but growers remain submerged in one of the worst crises in coffee production history due to the continued rock-bottom prices of the bean on the international market. 

Colombia took in 863 million dollars last year for its 10.2 million 60-kilo sacks of coffee sold abroad, compared to the 864 million dollars for 9.9 million sacks in 2001 and 1.18 billion dollars for 9.2 million sacks in 2000, according to the National Coffee-Growers Federation. 

The decline in coffee export income has taken a toll on the 556,000 Colombian families who depend on this crop, 90 percent of whom own fewer than five hectares of farmland, says Carlos Naranjo, an expert who advises small growers. 

Naranjo told IPS that coffee prices have fallen more than 70 percent since the rupture of the exporter-nations' quota pact in 1998. The low prices have caused an unprecedented humanitarian crisis for the nearly 25 million coffee growers worldwide who depend on this crop, he added. 

The coffee crisis has pushed small landowners in Colombia deep into debt, a process that began in the early 1990s, at an average of 1,000 dollars per family. But because of high interest rates the total owed has multiplied by as much as 100 times since then, said Naranjo. 

He added that this decline in prices was fed by the breakdown of the export quota agreement, which ultimately put supply ahead of demand, stimulated by the transnational companies that in the late 1990s supported expansion of coffee plantations in Asia, particularly Vietnam. 

The Colombian growers, prior to the rupture of the pact, received 1.20 to 1.40 dollars per pound (0.453 kg) of coffee, which at the time was a profitable price. 

With that income, the National Coffee-Growers Federation, made up of farmers and government representatives, and the National Coffee Fund (FNC), a governmental body that coordinates marketing and provides technical support, were able to make investments aimed at strengthening the sector. 

In the healthy period, ”the FNC built roads, schools and health centres in the coffee-growing regions, financed pest-prevention efforts to protect the crops and carried out a campaign to ensure the social welfare of the farmers,” said Naranjo. ”But all that came to an end.” 

The persistence of the coffee crisis convinced the Colombian government of Alvaro Uribe in November to ask the consumer countries and the marketing companies that manage 80 percent of the global coffee trade to focus on rural development plans in the countries affected by the continued low coffee prices. 

The effort, led by the general manager of the National Coffee- Growers Federation, Gabriel Silva, and by the executive director of the International Coffee Organisation, Colombian national Néstor Osorio, was well received by the U.S. Senate, for example. 

The senators called upon U.S. President George W. Bush to seek solutions to the world coffee market's problems according to Senate Resolution 368 of Nov 19, 2002. 

The document states that in the 1980s coffee was selling on the international markets at around 1.20 dollars a pound, and fell at the end of last year to 50 cents on the dollar per pound, the lowest price, in real terms, in the last century. 

Resolution 368 also cites a World Bank study showing that the crisis in the last two years has left 600,000 workers jobless, and that in Central America in particular the impact of the rock- bottom prices has been more devastating than Hurricane Mitch was in 1998. 

Federation leader Silva notes that the coffee industry debacle has caused grave social problems in countries where the bean is an important commodity. 

”Hand-in-hand with the lowest prices in history, malnutrition, illiteracy, family and social breakdown, and violence and illicit drug crops have expanded in the coffee-growing regions of the world,” he said. 

Increasingly widespread poverty has prompted rural emigration to the cities and abroad, it has led to deforestation, economic stagnation and institutional instability in all countries where the 25 million families dependent on the coffee industry can be found, according to Silva. 

The origins of the crisis lie in the decline of the mechanisms that coordinated supply and demand among coffee producers and consumers. The solution requires true cooperation that is aimed at improving bean quality and reducing the area cultivated in order to benefit the sustainability of coffee growing in general, he says. 

In the mid-20th century, coffee provided Colombia 80 percent of its export revenues and represented 10 percent of gross domestic product (GDP). 

But by the 1990s, coffee represented just 17 percent of Colombia's export revenues and three percent of GDP. 

Until 1997, coffee was Colombia's leading export commodity, averaging more than 2.4 billion dollars annually, but by the end of 2002 the bean brought in barely a third of that sum and fell to third place, behind petroleum and coal. (END/2003)
_________________________________________________________________________________________

           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council Arrangements

           I would like to brief you a little bit on press arrangements for tomorrow’s Security Council meetings which will

     start at 10:30 a.m.

           As it happened last week, we expect a very large influx of journalists in the Building, so the access to the

     central stakeout area will have to be limited for your safety. The Media Accreditation and Liaison Unit will hand out

     250 special passes for journalists and technicians, starting at 5 this afternoon.

           Resident correspondents, that is, those of you who have offices here and have special credentials showing

     that you’re resident correspondents, you will not need a special pass this time for access to the stakeout area. 

     Okay?  So, your distinctive passes will get you access.  Among all the rest, you’d have to line up starting today, 250

     of you will get the special passes.

           Then on Wednesday morning at 8 a.m., the Media Accreditation and Liaison will distribute, on a

     first-come-first-served basis, 100 tickets for the press gallery in the Security Council Chamber.  Tickets for the

     Chamber will be needed though by both resident and non-resident correspondents.  So, no matter who you are, if you

     want to go into the chamber in the press section of the chamber, you will need a pass.  There are 100 seats, and a

     100 tickets will be given out for that on a first-come-first-served basis, again starting on 8 a.m. Wednesday.

           Then in addition to the Security Council stakeout, we’ll set up a second stakeout at the Delegate’s Entrance,

     so that you can see the arrival and departure of delegations.  UN-TV cameras will be at both from 9 a.m. onwards. 

     And UN-TV will also cover live the photo opportunity at the start of the luncheon that is being hosted by Germany’s

     Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer in the Delegate’s Dining Room here on the Fourth Floor.  You will not have access to

     the Fourth Floor for the purpose of covering this event.

           The meeting in the Security Council, of course, will be covered live on   in-house TV and also will be web cast

     live.

           **Lubbers

           In speaking to reporters in Geneva today, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, said that

     while all must be done to prevent a military intervention in Iraq, we must also be ready for the humanitarian outcome of

     possible military action in Iraq.  “During the day we buy supplies”, he said, “and then in the evening we pray for peace.”

           He said his agency was doing contingency planning for a “best guess” of up to 600,000 refugees if there is

     military action.

           Lubbers stressed that the UNHCR will primarily deal with refugees outside Iraq's borders and possibly

     internally displaced persons headed for the border but prevented from crossing it.  He reiterated that the UNHCR will

     work closely with the local Red Crescent Societies.

           **Iraq Oil

           According to the weekly update from the “oil-for-food” programme, Iraqi exports totalled 15.2 million barrels for

     the week ending 31 January.  This averages out to about 2.17 million barrels per day.

           The week’s exports generated an estimated $405 million.

           For more information, we have the full text of the weekly report in my Office.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council held consultations on its programme of work for February, and that ended just a few

     minutes ago.

           And as soon as this briefing is over, the German Ambassador, Gunter Pleuger, will talk to you here about the

     Council's work during this month.

           Then at 3 p.m., Under Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast is expected to brief the

     Council on Côte d'Ivoire.  A draft resolution is expected to be introduced with a view to a formal meeting after the

     consultations.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           In Guinea today, Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire,

     is continuing her assessment of the impact of the crisis on neighbouring countries.

           The United Nations estimates that more than 50,000 Guineans have fled Côte d’Ivoire for Guinea since

     violence erupted in September.

           Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees reports that the emergency repatriation of Liberian

     refugees from south-western Côte d'Ivoire continues despite a very volatile situation in Abidjan itself.

           The UNHCR says it is planning an awareness campaign in the whole of Côte d'Ivoire, focusing on respect for

     refugees and calling on the local population not to blame them for the current turmoil.  Some local artists, TV and radio

     performers, as well as street theatres, will be hired to produce shows explaining the particularly vulnerable situation of

     Liberian refugees.  The campaign will also involve the production of T–shirts and posters conveying the message that

     refugees should not be equated with rebels.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) confirms that there was a break in at one of its offices in Kabul

     on the night of Monday, 3 February.  The security guards were tied up, but no one was hurt in the incident, and there

     is a joint investigation underway by UN security officials.

           We understand that two vehicles were stolen and a certain amount of cash was taken from the office.

           **Secretary-General Appointment

           The Secretary-General has appointed George Alleyne of Barbados as his Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in the

     Caribbean region.

           The Special Envoy will be responsible for ensuring follow-up in the Caribbean to the General Assembly special

     session on HIV/AIDS and the Pan-Caribbean Partnership against HIV/AIDS.  In these efforts, Alleyne will work closely

     with Caribbean leaders, with UN country teams in the region and with Peter Piot, the Executive Director of the Joint

     United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), as well as Edwin Carrington, Secretary-General of the Caribbean

     Community (CARICOM).

           Last month, Alleyne completed his second four-year term as Director of the Pan-American Sanitary Bureau

     regional office of the World Health Organization.  He is also a professor emeritus at the University of the West Indies

     and, among his other achievements, in 1990, he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II for his services to the medical

     profession.

           We have a copy of his bio if you’re interested.

           **AIDS

           Also on AIDS, Peter Piot, and Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund,

     have warned that South Asia has a narrow window of opportunity to turn back HIV/AIDS.

           Piot said immediate action could prevent at least 5 million new HIV infections by 2010.  “Delay in preventing

     the further spread of HIV/AIDS”, he added, “will only aggravate the epidemic and reverse South Asia’s expected

     economic and social progress.”

           Bellamy pointed out that the region, despite having low prevalence levels, was the most-affected region after

     sub-Saharan Africa.  She added, “It is the region’s young people, on whom the future depends, who are particularly

     vulnerable to the disease.”

           The two spoke at the high-level conference on HIV/AIDS in South Asia, which began yesterday in Katmandu,

     Nepal, and ends today.  We have a press release on that.

           **Peru

           On Peru, High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello yesterday expressed his satisfaction

     with the steps taken by Peru’s Government to comply with recommendations from international bodies that sought the

     redress of human rights violations committed during the previous Government of President Alberto Fujimori.

           He said that the 3 January ruling by Peru’s Constitutional Court, concerning the unconstitutional nature of

     several legal norms designed to combat terrorism, was a first step in complying with those recommendations.  He also

     noted that the fight against terrorism must respect fundamental rights, including the right to defence; the right to be

     judged by a competent, independent and impartial jury; the right not to be tortured; and the right to the presumption of

     innocence.

           We have a press release, but it’s in Spanish only.

           **Human Rights

           Vieira de Mello today left Geneva for Brussels, where he is holding meetings with the European Commission

     and members of the European Parliament.

           Then, starting tomorrow, he will travel to Paris for his first official visit to France, where he will meet with

     President Jacques Chirac and other senior officials; and on Friday, 7 February, he will make his first official visit to

     Spain, where he is to meet in Madrid with Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar and other officials.

           We have a schedule in my Office.

           **Law -- Africa

           Legal Counsel, that is of the UN, Hans Corell, is in Abuja, Nigeria, today, where he delivered a message on

     the Secretary-General’s behalf to the All-Africa Conference on Law, Justice and Democracy.

           In that message, the Secretary-General says that respect for the rule of law, both at home and globally, will

     continue to be a key barometer of Africa’s progress.  In that regard, he adds that it is not enough for States simply to

     give their consent to be bound by treaties or create the appearance of compliance; rather, they must respect and

     implement the obligations embodied in treaties, norms and laws.  He asserts, “Just as the quest for justice motivated

     many past African causes, so let it govern the continent’s future.”

           **Secretary-General’s Advisory Board

           The Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters will meet in closed sessions in New York

     from 5 to 7 February 2003.  The Board will address, among other issues, disarmament and development against the

     background of rising global military expenditures, estimated at $839 billion in 2001.

           The Advisory Board, which meets twice a year, is tasked with advising the Secretary-General on arms

     limitation and disarmament.

           This session will be chaired by Ambassador Kostyantyn Gryshchenko of Ukraine.

           We have a press release on that.

           **Press Releases

           Other press releases, UNEP, the United Nations Environment Programme, announced that a new initiative is

     under way to encourage more environment-friendly consumption.  Studies have found that traditional methods of

     marketing environmentally friendly products are too guilt-laden and disapproving, and rather than turn people on to the

     products they turn them away.  The new initiative will look at a wide range of issues, from labelling to product design,

     to make a sustainable lifestyle “cool”.

           Our next press release was issued in Kathmandu, Nepal, today, where Carol Bellamy, of UNICEF urged

     parties to find a peaceful resolution to the country’s conflict following the recent ceasefire.  She said women and

     children had been increasingly affected by violence and fear and that not even schools could provide a safe haven for

     children.

           **Signings

           The Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or

     Punishment today received its first two signatures when Senegal and Costa Rica signed in separate ceremonies.

           And then in another ceremony this morning, Mongolia became the 53rd country to sign the Agreement on the

     Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court.

           **Budget

           Finally, budget news:  Two countries made large payments to the peacekeeping budget today.  The Russian

     Federation made a payment of more than $17 million and Spain more than $7 million.

           That’s all I have for you.  Anything before we bring in Ambassador Pleuger?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  What can you tell us about the meeting with the Iraqi Ambassador?

           Spokesman:  Nothing, in fact.  The Secretary-General asked for the meeting.  The subject, you can no doubt

     guess, was Iraq.

           Question:  What can you tell us?  Keep going.  What can you tell us about Annan’s prospective take on what

     we’ll see in the Powell meeting?  How does he view this meeting?

           Spokesman:  No.  I answered that question yesterday.

           Question:  You mean his opinion has changed?

           Spokesman:  No, I didn’t give you an opinion.  He’s not going to prejudge or give his opinion on a meeting

     that’s about to take place.  This is a Council matter, and the United States has asked to brief other Council members,

     and we’re all waiting to see what the Secretary of State will bring to the table tomorrow.

           Question:  Fred, what is the Secretary-General’s position on a trip to Baghdad?

           Spokesman: By?

           Question:  By him.

           Spokesman:  He has no plans to make such a trip.  I thought you were going to refer to the Blix and ElBaradei

     visit this weekend. 

           Question:  How many States have now signed the Protocol against torture?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have that figure.  I mean, if you check with my Office afterwards, I will tell you.  Liz, did

     you have something else?

           Question:  Just the latest on the pronouncement on the Blix trip, his opinion on it, because that was

     something that would have conferred (inaudible) with him and Powell?

           Spokesman:  I did say yesterday that the Secretary-General had spoken to Hans Blix over the weekend and I

     also reminded you that Hans Blix takes his instructions directly from the Security Council not from the

     Secretary-General.  But I said there was no distance between them as far as Blix and ElBaradei’s decision to go to

     Iraq.

           Okay.  We’ll bring in the Ambassador, please.  Serge?

           Question:  Fred, for the benefit of ... as a matter of housekeeping, do you think the UN can publish the

     Convention on Bio, Nuclear, so we can understand what’s going on tomorrow morning?  And also since tomorrow is

     going to be a Powell, Stevenson.  We used to have a special archive here.  Do you think we can find the speech of

     Ambassador Stevenson for the broadcasters so we can ... ?

           Spokesman:  I’ll see.  If you just check with us afterwards.  Any documentation we can find, if we can dig out

     the old Stevenson tape, if there’s one, we’ll be glad to share it with you.  Okay?

           Ambassador, come forward please.

· *** *__________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
US briefing among key issues for Security Council in February, President says

*
Baghdad should provide more evidence of ‘substance,’ chief UN inspector says

*
UN monitors press forward with inspections

*
Possible military action spurs UN refugee agency to prepare for relief operations

Other news

*
Security Council calls on all Ivoirian parties to fully implement peace accord 

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN continues repatriation of Liberian refugees as hostility mounts

*
UN calls for immediate action to halt spread of HIV/AIDS in South Asia

*
Annan appoints new envoy for HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean

*
UNICEF confirms break-in at Kabul office 

*
UN’s top human rights official ‘satisfied’ at move by Peru to address violations

*
Respect for rule of law key barometer of Africa’s progress, Annan says 

*
UN advisory panel set to meet against backdrop of rising military spending

*
UN environment agency launches plan to make sustainable consumption ‘cool’

*
UNICEF chief urges parties in Nepal to focus on well-being of children  

*
Seven judges elected to International Criminal Court

* * * *

Security Council

4 February – Tomorrow’s briefing by United States Secretary of State Colin Powell will be the first big event on the Security Council’s calendar for the month of February, the President of the 15-nation body said today.

Speaking to reporters about the Council’s work programme for the month, Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany said 12 Foreign Ministers, along with the Permanent Representatives of Syria, Guinea and Angola, were expected to be on hand to hear Mr. Powell’s extensive briefing, which will be accompanied by an audio-visual presentation.

Council members would then be invited to comment, Ambassador Pleuger said, noting that they will also address a request received from the Permanent Representative of Iraq to participate in the meeting. Provided that the Council decides to grant that request at Germany’s proposal, the Iraqi representative would be invited to sit at the Council table and to make a statement at the end of the meeting, he added.

Highlighting a few other meetings of the Council, Ambassador Pleuger noted that Michael Steiner, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, is scheduled to give a briefing on Thursday and will be accompanied by Deputy Prime Minister Nebojsa Covic of Yugoslavia.

On 13 February, the Council is slated to hear its monthly briefing by the UN Secretariat on the situation in the Middle East, and later that day hold an open briefing on the peacekeeping and human rights situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Sanctions, meanwhile, will be the topic of a public meeting scheduled for 25 February, during which the Swedish State Secretary is expected to present the results of the Stockholm process, which dealt with the question of “smart sanctions,” Ambassador Pleuger said.

Asked about future briefings by the heads of the UN weapons inspections regime for Iraq, Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei, Ambassador Pleuger said the trip this weekend to Baghdad by the two would be “a very important one.” The report they are to give on 14 February would also be vital. In the end, the Council will decide whether the inspections had been successful or whether there was a material breach, he added.

As to when the issue of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea might come before the Council, Ambassador Pleuger said that negotiations were ongoing to settle the problem diplomatically and he had not wished to disturb those. The Council had not been seized of that matter so far. When it came before the Council, it would come through the Governing Board of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which had not yet made a report to the Council. When that happens, the Council would take a decision about putting it on the agenda.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

4 February – As the top United Nations disarmament officials prepare for another round of talks with Iraqi authorities this weekend, Hans Blix said today it is essential for Baghdad to actively produce any prohibited items or show “credible evidence” for their absence as a show of cooperation with the inspection process.

In a briefing to the UN Correspondents Association (UNCA) in New York, Mr. Blix said that the reactions that he’s seen so far from Baghdad have not pointed to a full response on that issue. While discussions on Saturday in Baghdad will be continued on relatively minor topics such as surveillance flights by U2 planes and private interviews with individuals and scientists, he said, “I hope progress will be made on this but principally on the question of substance.”

The principle way for Iraq to assure the UN inspectors and the Security Council of its cooperation is to “actively seek and present any items or programmes which are proscribed – or else if they are not there, to seek and present credible evidence for their absence,” said Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC). “This is an essential point.”

Mr. Blix, who is heading to Baghdad with Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), for talks on Saturday with senior Iraqi officials, further stressed that the main issue remains the weapons of mass destruction and their existence.

“Either present these if they exist – and we have not said they do – or evidence that convinces the world” they do not, he added. “For this mission I’d much rather have a presentation of whatever weapons remain and as promptly as one can reasonably expect the evidence that we have not seen before.”

As for tomorrow’s briefing to the Council by Secretary of State Colin Powell of the United States, Mr. Blix said it was unlikely that Mr. Powell would indicate any sites that the UN should visit because the US would have given those locations to the inspectors. “Judging from what he’s written and what we’ve heard, it’s more likely to be based on satellite imagery, intercepts of satellite communications, or knowledge about Iraqi procurement of technical material or chemicals,” he said.

“I don’t think a decision is final, that the end is there, that a date has been set for armed action,” Mr. Blix said. “Not yet. But I think we are moving closer and closer to it and therefore it would seem to me that the Iraqi leadership must be well aware of that. It seems to me that they can do things that would change the situation.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

4 February – On the eve of a Security Council meeting to hear a briefing by the United States on its evidence of Iraq’s suspected arms programme, United Nations monitors on the ground pressed forward with their inspections today.

According to a UN spokesman in Baghdad, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) sought another private interview with an Iraqi individual, who made the appointment with two witnesses but declined to be interviewed without their presence. “The interview did not proceed,” said Hiro Ueki.

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC biological team inspected the State Establishment for Heavy Engineering Enterprises plant in Daura, about 15 kilometres south of Baghdad. The facility designs and manufactures a range of equipment, including large storage and mixing tanks used by the food processing, chemicals and petroleum industries.

Also in the Daura residential area of Baghdad, a chemical team visited a water purification facility while another inspected the ASCO commercial centre in Baghdad, a company that deals with agro-chemicals and is one of the main distributors for pesticides in Iraq.

Three missile teams inspected three separate sites: the Al Rafah test stand that is involved in the static testing of missile engines; Al Harith that is involved in the maintenance of missiles; and Al Mamoun, which manufactures composite solid propellant. “These inspections were conducted to verify Iraq’s declarations and to establish a comprehensive monitoring mechanism,” Mr. Ueki noted.

North of Baghdad, a multidisciplinary team inspected three sites: a farm, a helicopter support facility, and the Al Taji Ammunition Depot, where an empty Sakr-18 chemical warhead was found, tagged and secured. “This is the same type of chemical warhead as was found at the Ukhaider Ammunition Storage Area on 16 January,” Mr. Ueki said.

In Mosul, a multidisciplinary team inspected the Mosul Sugar and Yeast Factories, ascertaining the present status of the site.
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) conducted inspections at the Al Mamoun plant of the Al Qa Qaa Establishment and, with support from UNMOVIC, at the former site of the Al Salam Company, which had been associated with biological weapons development, in the Salman Pak area south of Baghdad.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

4 February – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, said today that while all must be done to prevent a military intervention in Iraq, the UN agency must also be ready for the humanitarian outcome of possible military action and prepared to assist up to 600,000 people.

“During the day we buy supplies and then in the evening we pray for peace,” he told reporters in Geneva.

Mr. Lubbers stressed that UNHCR will primarily deal with refugees outside Iraq’s borders and possibly internally displaced persons headed for the border but prevented from crossing it. He reiterated that UNHCR would work closely with the local Red Crescent societies.

Meanwhile, the UN office overseeing the humanitarian “oil-for-food” programme reported today that Iraqi exports totalled 15.2 million barrels for the week ending 31 January, an average of about 2.17 million barrels per day.

According to the weekly update from the Office of the Iraq Programme, the week’s exports generated an estimated $405 million in revenue for the operation, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of the proceeds to purchase humanitarian supplies for the country.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

4 February – Reaffirming its strong commitment to the sovereignty, territorial integrity and unity of Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations Security Council today called on all Ivoirian political forces to fully implement, without delay, the peace agreement signed and adopted last month in France.

Unanimously adopting the new resolution, the Council endorsed the Linas-Morcoussis Agreement, noting provisions for the formation of a “government of national reconciliation” and therefore called on all Ivoirian political forces to work with the President and Prime Minister towards the establishment of a balanced and stable regime.

The Council also condemned all violations of human rights and international humanitarian law that have taken place in Côte d’Ivoire since 19 September 2002 and stressed the need to bring those responsible to justice.  The Council urged all the parties, including the Government, to take all necessary steps to prevent further violations of human rights, in particular against civilians, regardless of their origin.

The Council also welcomed the deployment of forces of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and French troops to contribute to a peaceful solution of the crisis and the implementation of the Agreement in Côte d’Ivoire.  

Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter, the Council authorized Member States participating in ECOWAS forces, together with the French forces supporting them, to guarantee security and freedom of movement of personnel and to ensure protection of civilians immediately threatened with physical violence.   

After six months, according to the text, the Council will assess the situation on the basis of the periodic reports, which it requested from ECOWAS forces and France on all aspects of the implementation of their respective mandates.

The resolution also asked the Secretary-General to submit to the Council his recommendations on how the United Nations could support the implementation of the Agreement, in accordance with the request by the Round Table of Ivoirian political forces and by the Conference of the Heads of State that was held in Paris. The Council declared its readiness to take appropriate measures on the basis of those recommendations and welcomed the Secretary-General’s intention to appoint a Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, based in Abidjan, requesting him to do so as soon as possible.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

4 February – As the very volatile situation in Côte d’Ivoire persists, the United Nations refugee agency is continuing its emergency repatriation of Liberians and is planning new public awareness campaigns focusing on respect for asylum seekers.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported today that it has helped more than 1,500 Liberians return from Tabou in south-western Côte d’Ivoire to Liberia amidst the growing hostility they face from the local population.

UNHCR said it is also looking into repatriating Liberians stuck in villages further afield from Tabou, although it would require additional resources such as trucks and minibuses, as well as information to ensure that returns are voluntary. The transit centre in Tabou has been rehabilitated and fitted with a new water system and generator in order to accommodate refugees.

Meanwhile, in Abidjan where UNHCR already cares for over 1,000 refugees, mostly Liberian and Sierra Leonean origin, the agency said it is very concerned about the continued destruction of shantytowns. “Over the past week, we have received reports of armed men bursting into at least two poor districts at night, threatening residents and setting houses on fire,” UNHCR spokesperson Delphine Marie said in Geneva.

UNHCR is planning an awareness-raising campaign throughout Côte d’Ivoire, calling on the local population not to blame refugees for the current turmoil. Local artists will be hired to produce radio, television and street theatre shows explaining the particularly vulnerable situation of Liberian refugees. The campaign will also involve the production of T-shirts and posters.

In other news, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, Carolyn McAskie, continued her assessment of the effect the population influx has had on host communities today in Guinea. The UN estimates that more than 50,000 Guineans have fled Côte d’Ivoire since violence erupted in September 2002. The Guinean Red Cross has also registered 15,000 persons of other African nationalities crossing the border into Guinea from Côte d’Ivoire. Ms. McAskie praised Guinea for its longstanding generosity in hosting the refugees.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

4 February – United Nations officials today told a meeting in Nepal on HIV/AIDS that the disease was “stalking” South Asians and warned that the region had only a narrow window of opportunity for turning back the epidemic.

“South Asia stands at what epidemiologists call the ‘tipping point’ in the trajectory of disease,” Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), told the audience in Kathmandu. “Despite generally low prevalence levels, it is the most-affected region in the world, after sub-Saharan Africa, in terms of numbers of people living with HIV/AIDS.”

Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), said immediate action could prevent at least 5 million new HIV infections by 2010, and successfully begin to turn back the epidemic in the South Asia region. “Delay in preventing the further spread of HIV/AIDS will only aggravate the epidemic and reverse South Asia’s expected economic and social progress,” he added.

The meeting, organized by the two UN agencies under the theme, “Accelerating the momentum in the fight against HIV/AIDS in South Asia,” brought together ministers, parliamentarians, religious leaders, young people and people living with HIV/AIDS from the region to chart the course for South Asia’s battle against the pandemic.

At the conclusion of the two-day meeting today, participants were expected to adopt “The Kathmandu Call Against HIV/AIDS in South Asia: accelerating actions and results,” which will reiterate the commitment already made for the immediate implementation of a broader HIV/AIDS care and prevention agenda.

As in many other parts of the world, it is the region’s young people who are particularly vulnerable, the two UN agencies noted. At the 2001 General Assembly Special Session on AIDS, the governments of South Asia joined other world leaders in pledging that at least 90 per cent of young people will have access to HIV prevention education by 2005. Although there are many examples in the region of communities mobilizing to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS, recent surveys show that that South Asia is far from achieving that goal. According to UNAIDS, at the end of 2001, 4.1 million people in the region were living with the disease.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

4 February – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has appointed a senior official from the regional office in the Americas of the World Health Organization (WHO) as his Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean.

George Alleyne will be responsible for ensuring follow-up in the region to the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS and the Pan-Caribbean Partnership Against HIV/AIDS. He will work closely with Caribbean leaders, the UN team and resident coordinators, the Executive Director of the UN Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Peter Piot, as well as the Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), Edwin Carrington.

Prior to his appointment, Dr. Alleyne was Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau (PASB), in WHO’s Regional Office from February 1995 until January 2003. His career also includes an appointment as Professor of Medicine at the University of the West Indies (UWI) in 1972, and four years as Chair of the Department of Medicine. He holds a degree in medicine from UWI and completed postgraduate training in Britain and the United States.

* * *

Afghanistan

4 February – The United Nations’ Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has confirmed reports of a break-in and robbery at one of its offices in Afghanistan.

According to a spokesman in New York, one of the agency’s offices in Kabul was broken into Monday night. The area was sealed off for evidence collection by Afghan police right after the incident was reported, and there is a joint investigation underway with UN security.

 
“No one was hurt in the incident,” the spokesman said. “We understand that some cash was taken from the office during the break-in, but we have no information as to the amount.” The ongoing investigation should determine exactly what was taken.

* * *

Peru

4 February – The top United Nations human rights official has expressed satisfaction with the steps taken by authorities in Peru to comply with recommendations from several international bodies that sought the redress of human rights violations committed during the previous Government of President Alberto Fujimori.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, said yesterday the 3 January ruling by Peru’s Constitutional Court concerning the unconstitutional nature of several legal norms designed to combat terrorism were a first step in complying with those recommendations.

He also noted that the fight against terrorism must respect fundamental rights, including the right to defence, the right to be judged by a competent, independent and impartial jury, the right not to be tortured, and the right to the presumption of innocence.

Mr. Vieira de Mello left Geneva for Brussels today, where he is holding meetings with the European Commission and members of the European Parliament on the first stop of his European tour. Tomorrow, he will travel to Paris for his first official visit to France, where he will meet with President Jacques Chirac and other senior officials.

* * *

Africa Law Conference

4 February – Since fundamental challenges at the heart of development require not only leadership and resources but a legal response, a key barometer of Africa’s progress will be the promotion of and respect for the rule of law, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan stressed in a message to a gathering of eminent jurists in Abuja, Nigeria, today.

That vital legal response “gives lawyers and all others involved in the pursuit of justice a critical role in the continent’s future,” Mr. Annan said in his message to the All-Africa Conference on Law, Justice and Development, which was delivered on his behalf by UN Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs Hans Corell. He stressed the importance of that approach in meeting the demands of democratization, governance and accountability; as well as in working to eliminate discrimination against women and to combat corruption, terrorism and other forms of criminality.

The Conference, set to run through Friday, is an initiative undertaken by an informal Coalition of African Jurists (CAJ) under the leadership of Muhammadu Lawal Uwais, Chief Justice of Nigeria. The CAJ believes that sustainable economic growth and development are achievable for each African country within the next few decades if Africa recommits itself to re-affirming the pre-eminence of the rule of law and if it acts resolutely to promote justice for all of its people.

“You can set an example for peaceful discourse,” Mr. Annan said in his message. “You can educate others and find strength in advocating together for human rights and fundamental freedoms.” 

While noting that Africans have played a vital role in the establishment of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and are becoming a party to international treaties and legal regimes, he stressed it was not enough for States to simply give their consent to be bound by such treaties, or “to take action only to give the appearance of compliance.”

“You can press your leaders to fulfil their commitments while urging leaders around the world to honour their pledge to the Millennium Declaration to help Africans in their struggle for lasting peace, poverty eradication and sustainable development,” Mr. Annan said. 

“Africans have long dreamt of a just and prosperous continent governed by the rule of law,” Mr. Annan said, noting that while that dream may not have yet have been realized, efforts toward it are intensifying. “Democratic roots are becoming firmer, and the rule of law is now understood as the sine qua non for stability and development.”

* * *

Disarmament

4 February – An advisory board on disarmament issues to Secretary-General Kofi Annan is set to address disarmament and development against the backdrop of rising global military expenditures, estimated at $839 billion last year.

The Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters, which will meet in closed sessions in at UN Headquarters in New York from 5 to 7 February, meets twice a year and is tasked with advising the Secretary-General on arms limitation and disarmament. Ambassador Kostyantyn Gryshchenko of Ukraine will chair the sessions.

Over the past 25 years, the Board has made practical recommendations to the Secretary-General on a number of important issues dealing with arms control and non-proliferation.

* * *

UNEP

4 February – Since it has become increasingly clear that target audiences are turned off by the judgmental tone of traditional messages about the environment, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) has joined with social scientists in a new bid to make saving the planet “cool.”

“People are simply not listening, so we need to make sustainable lifestyles fashionable and ‘cool,’ as the young people might say,” UNEP Executive-Director Klaus Toepfer told environmental ministers today in Nairobi, where sustainable consumption patterns, and how governments, industry and the public can play their role in delivering these, are among the key issues being discussed at the agency’s weeklong Governing Council meeting.

According to experts, the traditional messages from governments and green groups urging the public to adopt environmentally friendly lifestyles and purchasing habitats need to be overhauled. There is concern that many of these messages are too “guilt-laden.” In a pioneering move UNEP will enlist psychologists and behaviourists to help market “cool” life-styles as a way of selling clean and green products.

Stressing that making people feel guilty about their lifestyles and purchasing habits is achieving only limited success, Mr. Toepfer said, “We need to look again at how we enlist the public to reduce pollution and live in ways that cause minimal environmental damage.” He added, “We also need to make it clear that there are real, personal, benefits to living in harmony with the planet.”

* * *

UNICEF

4 February – For the sake of Nepal’s children, the head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today urged the parties to that country’s conflict to ensure that the ceasefire is swiftly followed by a peaceful resolution of the clashes, which has had an increasingly sever impact on youngsters and women.

Meeting with King Gyanendra and Prime Minister Lokendra Bahadur Chand to discuss the situation of children in the current conflict, Carol Bellamy said the ceasefire and the promise of all-party talks have provided a “ray of hope for Nepal’s 11 million children.” Ms. Bellamy is in Kathmandu taking part in a high-level regional meeting on slowing the spread of HIV/AIDS in South Asia. 

Ms. Bellamy urged the parties to keep Nepal’s children at the forefront of their negotiations. “By focusing on their shared responsibilities for the safety and well-being of children,” she said, “leaders can find common ground and an undeniable imperative to build a lasting peace.”

Throughout the conflict, UNICEF has been particularly concerned that the violence has had a direct toll on children – including thousands who have been killed, orphaned or traumatized. “This is unacceptable,” Ms. Bellamy said, noting that not even the schools have provided a safe haven for the children. “No one should come to a school bearing arms.”

Ms. Bellamy suggested that as part of efforts to build confidence in achieving a peaceful solution, codes of conduct should be agreed upon and monitored, particularly that no children be recruited or used as soldiers, no political activities take place in schools, that school operations not be disrupted and that teachers and students not be harassed. 

The agency chief added that similarly health facilities and health workers must also be protected and that free passage should be guaranteed for all essential drugs food and other humanitarian services.

* * *

ICC

4 February – At United Nations headquarters today, the countries taking part in the organizing assembly for the world’s only permanent war crimes tribunal, elected seven of the required 18 judges who will be the first to serve on that new judicial body.

The first resumed session of the Assembly of States Parties to the International Criminal Court (ICC), which got underway yesterday, elected seven judges for the Court, six of them women. All were chosen from 43 candidates in one round of secret balloting. 


The judges elected this morning were Maureen Harding Clark of Ireland, Fatoumata Dembele Diarra of Mal), Sang-hyun Song of the Republic of Korea, Sylvia Helena de Figueiredo Steiner of Brazil, Akua Kuenyehia of Ghana, Elizabeth Odio Benito of Costa Rica, and Navanethem Pillay of South Africa. 

The States Parties will reconvene tomorrow morning to continue voting. All the judges elected this week will be sworn in when the Court is inaugurated in The Hague on 11 March.

The Court is expected to be operational by the end of 2003 and will be the world’s only permanent tribunal for prosecuting individuals responsible for war crimes, including genocide, and crimes against humanity, and, eventually, the crime of aggression. The Court will have jurisdiction only over crimes committed after 1 July 2002, when the Statute entered into force.

* *** *
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