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With water comes hope
Project sign of Iraq's renewal Canadians help rebuild marshes 

OLIVIA WARD
FEATURE WRITER

I gained the impression of a delightful and unexpected world: of narrow waterways winding through the tufted reeds, duck circling above still lagoons, the crying of geese, a village of reed houses clustered on the water, a hum of voices, and the incessant passage of canoes ... the stillness of a world that had never heard an engine. — British writer/explorer Wilfred Thesiger, 1950.

The great freshwater marshes of Iraq once covered an area the size of Lake Ontario. And it was there, in the southern reaches of the Mesopotamian desert, that the milestones of human civilization were planted, and the fabled Garden of Eden was said to lie. 

But in the early 1990s, more than 5,000 years after the first marsh people threaded their reed canoes through curtains of lush foliage, Saddam Hussein began to drain the waterways and contaminated the region with pesticides that would poison their plant and animal life. 

The massive ecological attack was part of a plan to strip Saddam's Shiite opponents of weapons-smuggling transit routes from neighbouring Iran, and hiding places that he feared would become strongholds of unrest in southern Iraq. 

Its effect was to turn the Middle East's largest wetlands into blowing sand and dust, with patches of tumbleweed and thin soil sown with wheat and barley. As the disaster unfolded, more than 300,000 people were forced from their land, their homes burned behind them.

"Looking at the satellite images was like a kick in the stomach," says Suzie Alwash, a California geologist who, with her Iraqi engineer husband Azzam, has fought more than five years to restore the marshes.

"The area wasn't just damaged, it was gone. When I saw it I knew our children would never have the chance to go kayaking in the desert."

But the couple's persistence, against all odds, paid off. After the fall of Saddam, an international project was launched to salvage the marshlands, their ecology and culture. Funded by the Canadian International Development Agency, Italy, the U.S. State Department and international charities, it will have expert help from a team of University of Waterloo scientists, working with Iraqis and international colleagues.

As Iraq's new transitional government struggles to cope with insurgency, terrorism and the collapse of the country's infrastructure and economy, the Eden Again Project is one of the country's few pieces of good news, and a small sign of hope.

"For the marshes, the early signs are encouraging," says project co-leader Barry Warner, an ecologist and member of Waterloo's Wetlands Research Centre. "The local people have already done helter-skelter restoration by breaking dams and plugging ditches to restore some areas. Already we've seen large tracts of land going back to marsh."

Funded by a $3 million CIDA grant, Warner and his team will spend three years helping Iraqi scientists — isolated by United Nations sanctions for more than a decade — learn the latest techniques for restoring and monitoring the flooding of the marshes and the return of the rich diversity of plants, animals and fish that once supported up to 500,000 people.

"We'd love to go to the marshes ourselves, but right now we're advised it's too dangerous for foreigners," Warner says. "But that won't hold back our plans. Even now the Iraqis are working on the project, and progress is being made."

Last month, Warner travelled to Amman, Jordan, to meet with 45 Iraqi scientists and government officials, some of whom had travelled outside the country for the first time since the sanctions began with Saddam's invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

While doubts have been raised about the Iraqi transitional government, there are signs that some elements are falling into place. The new environment ministry and Centre for Restoration of the Iraqi Marshes are taking control of the project with enthusiasm, Warner says. One member of their consulting team will be Toronto-educated nuclear scientist Hussein Shahristani, who turned down the job of prime minister to accept a role as director of the Iraqi Academy of Science.

The Canadian team, led by Warner and wetlands expert Clay Rubec of Environment Canada, will help boost the new government's capacity to study and analyze the marshes, working with six Iraqi universities and a group of non-governmental organizations. The Canadians will help the Iraqis adopt international conservation treaties and get the marshes recognized as a UNESCO world heritage site. They will also collaborate with international development agencies that can support the marsh restoration.

No one denies that the problems are formidable: "The good news is that up to 35 per cent of the marshes have come back through haphazard efforts," Warner says. "But the real question is, what is their long-term viability?"

Salt from the now dust-dry soil is a major enemy of restoration, turning the freshwater wetland to saltwater and radically altering the ecological balance. Pesticides that leached into the water system pose a deadly danger.

Entire species have disappeared from the marshes, and some have become extinct. And for the marsh Arabs, known as the Ma'adan, an ancient culture has been all but lost.

The effect on the region as well as Iraq itself has been profound.

"The marshes preserve and store water in the Tigris and Euphrates watershed. But the shrinkage of water in the region has reduced that capacity, and there's the possibility of climate change. Kuwait seems to be affected, too, and the evaporating effects of the prevailing winds are making conditions hotter and drier than before, with worse dust storms," Warner says.

Although Saddam's attack on the marshes was the most devastating, it was not the first.

In Iraq's largely flat, barren terrain, the marshes have traditionally been one of the few hiding places for rebels. Centuries of battles took place there at the dawn of the country's history. And when the southern Zanj tribe rose against Baghdad's powerful Abbasid Caliphate in 860, the ruthless rulers sent an army of African slaves to drain the marshes around Basra.

Four hundred years later, the Mongol invasion led by Genghis Khan unleashed an orgy of destruction, wrecking the elaborate system of irrigation canals and turning farmland to desert.

In modern times, Iraq's water wars have not been waged by its leaders alone. Turkey's ambitious Southeast Anatolia Project, includes 20 dams and 17 hydro-power plants that will create a reservoir of more than 45 trillion litres. But Iraqi engineers say it would reduce the country's flow from the Euphrates River by up to 90 per cent, as well as limit the water supplied by the Tigris.

In the 1970s, Syria also began water projects that dramatically reduced Iraq's share of the Euphrates, and Iraq threatened to bomb a newly built dam. The two countries settled their differences, but Iraq was the loser. Even before Saddam assaulted the marshes, experts noted that water quality and quantity in southern Iraq was worsening. The two rivers that made ancient Iraq the cradle of civilization were being abandoned to the ravages of the desert.

Yet despite these dire events, the marshes are proving as resilient as the tough, survival-minded tribesmen who populated them. And, says Suzie Alwash, "the day the marsh Arabs felt free of Saddam, they began to do their own restoration. Many of the dams weren't like the big concrete ones in North America; they were 10-metre-high piles of dirt. The local people cut open the embankments and water flowed in."

It was a moment of triumph for Azzam Alwash, who spent his childhood travelling through the marshes with his father, a respected hydrological engineer in charge of irrigation in the region. He is now in Baghdad gathering data on the marshlands that will help to lay the groundwork for the restoration project.

"They're working in awful conditions," said his wife in a phone interview from California. "There's no electricity, the heat is horrendous and getting around town takes all day. But worst of all, the looting that followed the invasion of Iraq destroyed the records they needed. Luckily some people took data home with them, so it's a matter of going from place to place tracking it down."

Still, Eden Again is the couple's dream come true: "In 2001, my husband was involved in Iraqi opposition projects, and he saw a report from the United Nations Environment Program that was incontrovertible. That was the beginning of our campaign," said Alwash.

The report called the marshlands "one of the world's greatest environmental disasters." It created a brief stir, but the international community showed little interest in taking action in what had become a pariah state. Scientists advising the U.S. State Department concluded the marshes were beyond help. Some suggested regeneration efforts would only make the ecological situation worse.

But the Alwashes persisted. They gathered data from American libraries, studied satellite images and managed to get a small grant to consult wetlands experts. This time the results were more optimistic. On the eve of the American-led invasion, a group of 30 experts said restoration might be possible.

"We were doing all that in case Iraq ever wanted to restore the marshes," said Alwash. "We had no idea how short the time would be until that happened."

With the backing of the Washington-based Iraq Foundation, of which Azzam is a board member, funds were gathered and the project launched. Foundation director Haithem al-Hasanni of Toronto backed it, and CIDA agreed to contribute.

Now the Eden Project has 16 employees in Iraq, including scientists, engineers and graduate students eager to bring the fabled marshlands back to life. 

They are fighting not only a decade of destruction, says Alwash, but a certain reluctance to re-create the marshes that captured the imagination of adventurers like Thesiger, who spent seven years living among the Ma'adan in conditions of stunning beauty and shattering poverty. His 1964 book The Marsh Arabs became a bible for travellers swept away by the mystique of the Middle East.

"It's all very well to idealize the simple life of the marshes, but Westerners forget that children died of swamp fever and malaria," a tribal chieftain near Basra told the Star on the war's eve. "For some people, it's better to live on dry land with electricity in houses that aren't regularly flooded, near roads that take you to the city in less than an hour. The marshes were romantic, but we paid a heavy price."

Some scientists worry that the hasty reflooding, too, may have caused serious ecological damage by sending large quantities of salt into the water. Salt flowing into the Persian Gulf could kill species of fish and plants there, as well as harming the local buffalo, fish and river plants.

But, says Alwash, "it needs more planning. Right now the flooded areas need reconnection. High evaporation means water must constantly flow through to maintain corridors for aquatic animals. It should be flushed out to reduce the salt."

As for complaints that local people don't want to return to a primitive lifestyle, she says, "we don't want to impose a plan on the marshes. Why shouldn't people have their marshes and the Internet, too? Some people want roads, others isolation. There should be a complete plan for the health and well-being of the people who live there, and a continuing process of consultation with the people themselves."

In time, the marshes, and their inhabitants, may once again flourish. Few expect the entire desiccated region to return from the dead. But areas close to the Iranian border are filled with water and wildlife is returning. With time, money and expertise, scientists predict at least half of the marshes may return. 

"Two or three years ago it was just us, by ourselves, and people laughed at our ideas," says Alwash. "They said it was crazy to make plans for a country you couldn't even visit. What's happening now is beyond our wildest dreams."
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Assessment Project Launched for Liberia to Protect Global Environment 

The NEWS (Monrovia) 
NEWS
July 2, 2004 
Posted to the web July 2, 2004 
Monrovia 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),has launched a project to assess the capacity of Liberia to help protect the global environment. 

According to the EPA, the 12-month project will examine the human, institutional and material capacities of Liberia to implement the three Rio Conventions. 

Sponsored by the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and UN Development Program (UNDP), the newly launched project called the National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA) was initiated last Thursday at the Catholic Pastoral Retreat Center. 

The goal of the NCSA is to identify the gaps and the priority needs for capacity building to help develop the global conventions for the protection of the global environment. 

The birth of NCSA initiatives is meant to ensure that there are capacities in Liberia for the development and implementation of the three Rio Conventions: Biodiversity, Climate Change and Land Degradation. 

According to UNEP/UNDP'S National Program Coordinator, Ben Turtur Donie, during the implementation, several workshops will be organized in order to develop an action plan. 

With a total budget of US$215.000.00 provided by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and subsequently implemented by UNEP under a cost sharing arrangement with the UNDP country office in Liberia, NCSA would seek to explore the rural areas for environmental protection. 

To this, a National Transitional Legislative Assembly member, Harrison Slewion has called on the Justice Ministry to partner with the NCSA in ensuring that the environment is habitable for its dwellers. 

He observed that the lack of environment protection education in Liberian schools has negatively affected the Country's biodiversity and land degradation with total disregard for health and safety. 

The launching was attended by several institutions expected to assist the NCSA accomplish its objective in protecting the environment. 

__________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

Garbage hits hallowed 'Bloody Tarawa' beach
Charles J. Hanley
 Jul. 3, 2004 12:00 AM

TARAWA, Kiribati - On the beach at "Bloody Tarawa," where U.S. Marines died by the hundreds, broken bottles, crushed boxes and plastic bags are piling up by the millions.

Rotting under the equatorial sun, the garbage of an open dump is spreading over a section of World War II's Red Beach, a strip of sand hallowed in American military history.

It's a sign of the crisis of solid waste that threatens to overwhelm the tiny atolls of the Pacific, tropical "paradises" whose beauty is often marred by layers of debris.

Here in Tarawa atoll, a curl of small, narrow and overcrowded coral islands ringing a lagoon, the Kiribati government is making slow progress.

But island governments say they need more help.

"We urgently need access to effective and affordable technologies, including recycling equipment, before this issue of wastes becomes critical," Jagdish Koonjul of Mauritius, head of the Alliance of Small Island States, told a U.N. conference in March.

"Our islands are being 'wasted,' " environmental experts from Fiji's University of the South Pacific warned in a report last fall.

Sandy, palmy, steamy Kiribati is among the smallest of small island states: a mere 266 square miles of dry land, often inaccessible, on 32 atolls spread over 2 million square miles of ocean midway between Hawaii and Australia.

The shortage of space forces hard choices, like putting the first engineered landfill in a location that had been earmarked for national parkland.

In 1997, the option was historic Red Beach, on the lagoon side of the Tarawa atoll's Betio island. An area several hundred yards long was designated as a dump.

On Nov. 20, 1943, the 2nd Marine Division came ashore there to seize Tarawa, in World War II's first major amphibious assault on heavily fortified Japanese positions.

The Marines' victory was costly: A mistaken landing at low tide left them exposed offshore on the coral reef, under deadly Japanese fire. More than 3,400 Americans were killed or wounded in four days of fighting. Only 146 of 4,800 Japanese troops and Korean laborers survived.

Bunkers and rusting landing craft still dot the shore and reefs, but history has moved on. The Gilbert Islands, a former British colony, gained independence as Kiribati in 1979, to subsist by selling coconut products, aquarium fish and licenses to fishing fleets. The impoverished population exploded to today's 90,000.

At least 30,000 are jammed onto 282-acre Betio, many in plywood-and-thatch shacks, with no sewage system, with contaminated groundwater, and with the accumulating garbage of Red Beach.

Plastic bottles, bags and other packaging are piling up at five times the rate of the early 1990s in small island states, the U.N. Environment Program estimates. 

Islanders blame cultural habit in part. A people who not long ago tossed coconut husks and fish bones out their huts' back doors are now, in effect, doing the same with waste that is not biodegradable - from beer cans to worn-out vehicles.

One survey suggested that less than half of the 6,500 tons of solid waste Tarawa produces each year is carted by Town Council workers to the government's six surface dumps. Much of the rest litters the islands in uncontrolled heaps.

To contain the Red Beach overflow, a seawall was built at the dump with a loan from the Asian Development Bank.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Associated Press

New London to host United Nations Children's Conference on Environment

 (New London-AP, July 4, 2004 2:45 PM) _ Hundreds of young environmentalists from 40 nations will converge on New London later this month for a United Nations-sponsored conference on environmental issues. 
   
When the environmentalists, age 10 to 13, finish talking about water pollution, energy conservation, needs of indigenous people and other issues, their resolutions will be passed along to the United Nations for debate. 
   
The conference, which will run from July 19th to the 23rd, is the fifth held by the United Nations Environment Programme since the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio De Janiero, recommended involving children in environmental causes. It will be the first to be held in the United States. 
   
About 400 of these ambassadors -- half from developing countries -- will attend the conference, along with about 200 parents and chaperones. 
  

 

The Advocate (Associated Press)
State to host UN Children's Conference on Environment
	


July 4, 2004

NEW LONDON, Conn. -- Hundreds of young environmentalists from 40 nations will converge on New London later this month for a United Nations-sponsored conference on environmental issues.

When the environmentalists, age 10 to 13, finish talking about water pollution, energy conservation, needs of indigenous people and other issues, their resolutions will be passed along to the United Nations for debate.

The conference is the fifth held by the United Nations Environment Programme since the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio De Janiero recommended involving children in environmental causes. It will be the first to be held in the United States.

"It was shown that world governments need to know the concerns of children they educate about environmental issues, that we need to start raising ambassadors for the environment," said Barbara Morgan, executive director of the conference.

About 400 of these ambassadors - half from developing countries - will attend the conference, along with about 200 parents and chaperones.

The conference, from July 19-23, will also include a tall ships festival and an environmental fair, which will be open to the public along New London's waterfront, starting with a parade of sail July 22 and running through the weekend.

Connecticut College will host the conference, with opening and closing ceremonies open only to ticketed visitors. Jane Goodall, the wildlife researcher, will give the keynote address.

Children will learn about energy, extinction and biodiversity, and oceans, rivers and waterways. The conference also provides leadership training designed to help the children return home with ideas about starting environmental programs and getting other children involved, Morgan said.

Some of the 12 tall ships in the festival have educational missions that will teach the children about marine life and ecology. The environmental fair will feature booths about energy, organic gardening and other topics. The whole event will run on solar and wind power and use many recycled materials.

Laurel Kohl, who puts together education programs for the Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut State University, has developed lessons and activities and tried to find presenters she hopes will appeal to children of all nationalities and languages.

An international group of teachers and scientists will run the conference's 87 workshops, she said. They will emphasize hands-on projects and group work to complete tasks.

"It's a very diverse group of offerings," Kohl said. "I think these kids - their heads will be spinning."

Most of the children or their chaperones understand some English, and translators will be available. Children from Connecticut will welcome and orient the visitors on the college campus.

The children will take field trips to area attractions, such the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center and Mystic Aquarium and Institute for Exploration.

The Mashantuckets are founding sponsors of the conference. The tribal nation has provided about half of the total $3.4 million cost to put together the conference and the tall ships festival, said Michael S. Van Leesten, chairman of the board of the International Coalition for Children and the Environment, a nonprofit the tribe set up as host of the conference.

At the tribe's suggestion, some of the conference focuses on the environmental traditions and present-day needs of indigenous people, such as American Indians, the Aborigines of Australia and other cultures that have been displaced by European settlement.

One activity will include a powwow with dancers and music from tribes around the Northeast.

As a legacy to the conference, wildlife researcher Goodall's Roots and Shoots program for young environmentalists will set up a new chapter in southeastern Connecticut, Van Leesten said.

"This is not a one-shot deal. We are building a legacy program around the conference to continue to engage children about environmental issues from local towns and the region," he said.

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Nassau Guardian

Consumers reflect on World Environment celebrations 

By Charles Fawkes 
HOUSE OF LABOUR : In most countries around the world the month of June is considered World Environment Month with many governments and environmentalists kicking off their celebrations as of June. 

In The Bahamas the wife of Prime Minister Perry Christie, Bernadette Christie and Ron Pinder of the Environment Ministry did the honours. Sam Duncombe of RE –EARTH also imparted many insightful ideas on the program Contact with former MP and host Mike Smith. 

Additionally, by resolution 2994 (XXVII) of December 15, 1972, the United Nation General Assembly designated June 5 as World Environment Day, to deepen public awareness of the need to preserve and enhance the environment. That date was chosen because it was opening day of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm, 1972) which led to the establishment of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). Twenty years later, the Assembly convened UNCED in Rio de Janeiro, where nations came together to take the decisions needed to rekindle the hopes of the 1972 Conference and take up the challenges of a viable and equitable balance between environment and development and a sustainable future for the earth and its people. 

As the month of June closes it is important for consumers in the Bahamas where the government has declared themselves committed to large scale tourist development to be concerned about the impact of these developments on the environment. 

There are large scale development stated for 870 acres of land in Rum Cay, and additional acreage in Crab Cay. In Bimini , there is the Bimini Bay Game Fighting Club by a Malaysian company. In Abaco there is the Winding Bay Development in Cherokee Sound and Island Fresh Dairy Ltd. In the Berry Islands there is the Prestine Resort, Chub Cay, and Whale Cay development. In Cat Island there are several large projects including Hawk's Nest and Orange Creek that is currently under development. 

In Eluethera in the advance planning stages are two developments at Salsa Beach, plus at half Sound, Winding Bay and Hatchet Bay. In West Grand Bahama 2,150 acres of the Old Sammons Bay are being considered and the beat goes on and on. All of these developments have dire consequences for the further degradation of our environment and our eco-systems. 

Furthermore, the company of the late E.P. Taylor owns one tenth of New Providence, which he obtained under the UBP and has retained under the PLP. The gamblers and the developers own Paradise Island, the Grand Bahama Port Authority controls 230 miles of Grand Bahama that has culminated in Freeport seeming like a foreign city. There is an American company called Columbus Landing, which reportedly controls 55% of the land on San Salvador. It appears that a great many of the Berry Islands are being developed and the same is true of the Exuma Cays. The parties of the PLP and FNM/ UBP have caused the best beaches and the best lands of the country to become non-Bahamian developments with the result that most Bahamians will never own a piece of this good earth. The question of access to our beaches, the most beautiful part of our environment is also an environmental issue for consumers in The Bahamas. 

All of these developments have degraded the environment in some form since they are tourist related. Tourism also affects the economies of the host countries to the extent that they are directly incur infrastructure costs " for airports, roads, water main, electricity, etc.) and the cost of waste treatment. Tourist complexes generate tons of rubbish (a single cruise ship produces 70,000 tons of trash every year, according to the United Nations Environment Program.) 

Tourism also has disastrous effects on the natural environment, especially when natural resources are already insufficient. Showers, swimming pools and watering or lawns can destroy water reserves (this explains why our local water supply is depleted and we barge water from Andros) and often tourist ignore the fact that the local populations lack water for their personal use. 

One additional aspect that tourism industry leaders like Barry Farrington president of Hotel Owners Association and Vincent Vanderpool-Wallace the Director-General of Tourism and Patrick Bain, Hotel Union President must constantly monitor is the negative social and environmental impact mass tourism has on local destinations. The World of Work, a magazine of the International Labour Organisation reminds us that tourism industry leaders and vacation spots need to adopt a more responsible environmental attitude toward tourism, not just monitoring the amount of tourists arriving and amount of dollars spent. The income generated by tourism in the form of export earnings is significant for many countries, generating some US$455 billion in 1999, according to the World Tourism Organisation. But there's more than that. Tourism also generates jobs, and lots of them. According to another body which studies tourism , the World Tourism and Travel Council, the travel industry provided work for some 20 million people around the world in 1999. 

But increasingly, this activity is seriously transforming the economies of many countries, and is having a social and environmental impact which is far from totally positive . 

The artificial implantation of golf courses has been a disaster in several countries intensifying the shortage of water. Also, the chaotic invasion of hotel construction had often modified the balance of nature, just recall developments in Bimini, Exuma and other islands and the erosion of the coastline has become critical in a number of countries Even the rapid development of "eco-tourism" conceals ambiguous realities; it sometimes contributes to financing the preservation of protected rural zones and the subsistence of local populations. But it also has perverse effects when it leads to demographic pressure and high maintenance costs in a region which cannot afford it. 

In conclusion then, how we apply World Environment day to what is taking place in our country determines how this annual event can be used to enhance political attention and action. 

Charles Fawkes is the President of the National Consumer Association and organiser for the Commonwealth Group of Unions , Inside Labour columnist for the Bahama Journal, Editor of the Headline News, The Consumerguard and the Worker's Vanguard. His e-mail address is fawkesmore@mail1.coralwave.com or foxmoore@hotmail.com . He can be contacted at his office in the House of Labour at 326-6620. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enter Stage Right

The green fever subsides

By Alan Caruba

web posted July 5, 2004

We all know that polls are just snapshots of a moment in time, taking the pulse of public opinion on some subject. A recent one by the Yale Center for Environmental Law and Policy, however, produced some encouraging news. Of 1,000 people polled, just over half said that, while protecting the environment is important, it is more important to keep the economy growing.

Despite their rhetoric, the environmentalists who keep themovement going with countless organizations, by lobbying the government, and with a constant propaganda program, care little about a healthy, growing, successful economy. They say they do, but so much of what passes for environmentalism is actually a

constant attack on the most basic elements of the nation's economy.

Recently I saw a PBS documentary on the building of the Grand Coulee Dam that transformed the economy of the northwest, providing inexpensive electricity that stimulated the growth of business and the irrigation needed for agricultural expansion. I was struck by a comment by one of those who built the dam

during the days of the Roosevelt administration. He said, if the Environmental Protection Agency had been around in the 1930s, the dam would never have been built.

This explains why there hasn't been a new oil refinery built in the United States since the 1970s, why the electrical grid on which we depend has not been upgraded for decades, why there hasn't been a new mining operation opened to get at our abundant resources of coal and other minerals, why the cost of natural gas

continues to rise because we need more pipelines, and why this nation still hasn't been able to tap an estimated sixteen billion barrels of crude oil in Alaska.

It explains why the cost of new and old housing continues to rise. The environmental restrictions on building new housing for a growing population have to be passed along to the buyers. Developers must assume the cost of various environmental impact studies. If an "endangered species" is found on the property, it can stall the project for years. Old homes often have to add the cost of radon reduction, asbestos removal or the removal of an old oil tank before they can be sold to new owners. The "risks" involved are virtually non-existant.

In a full scale attack on the rights of private property owners, less and less land is available for housing as one State after another takes advantage of federal dollars to place it off limits to any development. Well-funded conservation organizations purchase countless acres of forest to insure that it will not be used for the production of timber needed to build new homes and this, too, drives up the cost. Farmland, as well, is purchased or encumbered against future use. Ranchers face grazing restrictions.

All of this reflects the true agenda of the environmental movement.

Of those polled, 44 per cent identified themselves as "environmentalists" and, as a news report noted, "of the total polled who own a sports utility vehicle, 44 per cent identified themselves in the same way. For many who call themselves environmentalists, a lifestyle that includes a SUV and all the many other benefits of modern technology takes precedence over environmental issues. Indeed, calling oneself an environmentalist

is a way of identifying with often-vague notions of those things said to be good for the environment.

Some of those things, however, are very bad for human beings.

The banning of DDT has insured that millions of people around the globe have died from malaria when spraying just a small amount would have protected them. As West Nile Fever continues its spread from East to West coast, there are still protests against spraying programs.

The resistance to any new exploration and extraction of oil has made America increasingly dependent on nations in areas where we have had to send our military to protect our interests and to protect our lives from the fanatical Islamic threat that breeds in such places. The banning of Freon, one of the best, cheapest

refrigerants and fire retardants ever invented, has increased the cost of air conditioners, refrigerators, and other modern marvels that now must use a more expensive alternative.

The failure to effectively manage our nation's forests, thanks to the Green demand they not be used for timber production, has produced year after year of catastrophic forest fires that often destroy homes and threaten entire communities.

As these and countless other examples have penetrated the national psyche, more people have become disenchanted with what passes for environmentalism. The Green fever that swept over this nation, starting in the 1970s, has begun to subside a bit. People are more rightly concerned with jobs and aware that  environmentalism is more often than not the roadblock to new jobs and economic growth. Many are still unaware of how the gospel of environmentalism permeates the curriculum of our schools.

It is an irony, but true, that economically successful nations can afford to protect the environment while those that are not experience degradation of their natural resources.  Environmentalists have stopped all manner of projects that would improve the economies all over the world. Here at home, a poll gives a small indication that economic growth is beginning to take precedent over the half-truths and lies of the environmental 

movement. It's a step in the right direction.

Alan Caruba writes a weekly column, "Warning Signs", posted on www.anxietycenter.com, the website of The National Anxiety Center. © Alan Caruba 2004

Enter Stage Right -- http://www.enterstageright.com

__________________________________________________________________________________________BBC

Aviation growth 'risk to planet' 
The rise in demand for air travel is one of the most serious environmental threats facing the world, a study says. 
The University of York report says government plans for airport expansion are in direct conflict with targets to reduce greenhouse gases. 

Report authors Professor John Whitelegg and Howard Cambridge say polluting gases from aircraft exhaust fumes are on the increase. 

Airlines should pay an environmental charge equal to the damage, they say. 

The UK and other EU governments have made a massive commitment to expanding aviation, the report says. 

Recommendations 
It sets out a model for dealing with aviation over the next 30 years, recommending steps to be taken by the UK and other EU countries including an end to the tax-free status of aviation fuel. 

We could have a really high quality railway system that gives people a real alternative 
Professor John Whitelegg 

The report says at least 50% of visitors should access airports by public transport, and wants journeys of less than 400 miles to be undertaken by train rather than plane, eliminating 45% of flights. 

Prof Whitelegg told the BBC that high-speed rail services such as Eurostar needed to be improved so that every city in the UK was linked. 

He said: "We could have a really high quality railway system that gives people a real alternative. 

"At the moment we have cheap flights and some of the most expensive railways in the world. That is the wrong way around." 

The report says businesses should be encouraged to use technology such as video conferencing as an alternative to travel. 

Governments should carry out the Zurich airport "bubble concept", limiting emissions of all kinds from airports and treating them like large industrial sites, the report says. 

Prof Whitelegg said air travel growth had been "fuelled by generous tax breaks and state aid, and is contrary to the objectives of environmental policy, especially efforts to prevent the worst consequences of climate change". 

He told the BBC an environmental tax on flying was needed to reflect the "environmental realities". 

He said governments were moving towards implementing such a tax, which could be as much as £40 or £50 per flight. 

"This will ultimately be paid by the person who is flying or the person who is bringing in lettuces from Africa," he said. 

The University of York's Stockholm Institute publishes the report on Monday. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

International Appeal to China: Stop Burmese Rainforest Logging 
PORTLAND, Oregon, July 2, 2004 (ENS) - Clearcut logging by Chinese crews in a mountainous forest area of northwest Burma known as the N'Mai Hku is of great concern to U.S. and international conservationists, and they have written to inform Chinese Premier Wen Jia-bao of their fear that this unique ecosystem is being destroyed for short-term economic gain. 

Following a ban on logging in China's Yunnan province in 1998, the N'Mai Hku area bordering China's Yunnan province was opened to logging concessions for Chinese timber companies. The logging ban was imposed to leave more Chinese trees standing that could soak up the annual monsoon rains, but across the border forests are falling to Chinese loggers and the steep hillsides are eroding. 

The conservationists' letter urges the Chinese government to extend protection across the border by restricting logging operations in this section of Burma, also known as Myanmar. 

"To preserve ecological integrity in the entire region," the signers of the letter "request that the Chinese government take immediate action to halt all logging in the N'Mai Hku area, implement stricter cross-border trade regulations, and more effectively apply the existing laws to prevent corruption." 

A young logger in the N'Mai Hku area of northwest Burma. (Photo courtesy Global Witness)
Signing on to the letter are 13 organizations including two based in Oregon - Bark, a Portland forest watchdog, and the Native Forest Council of Eugene. Also from the United States are Indiana Forest Alliance, International Rivers Network, Protect, Rainforest Action Network, Rainforest Relief, and the Southern Appalachia Biodiversity Project. 

From elsewhere around the world signers include - Benerich Tropenwald of Germany, Global Association for People and the Environment of Canada, Mekong Watch of Japan, Friends of The Earth Malaysia, and Tebtebba Inc., Indigenous Peoples International Centre for Policy, Research and Education of the Philippines. 

Thirty-one individual scientists, conservationists and attorneys from Australia, China, Germany, Japan, Singapore, the United Kingdom and the United States also signed the letter. 

They say that trans-border issues of deforestation and watershed threats are becoming an increasing concern throughout Asia. 

The Chinese logging companies in N'Mai Hku "build logging roads and bridges that invite further destruction, and pose an extreme danger to this important watershed for both Burma (Myanmar) and China," the letter warns. 

The N'Mai Hku area is part of the Gaoligongshan mountain forest eco-region located on both sides of the border between Myanmar's Kachin state and Yunnan province. 

The Nujiang River, also called the Salween, and the Dulong River, called the Irrawaddy, flow through the N'Mai Hku region. "Logging these mountain forests would destroy the watersheds, causing disastrous flood-drought cycles similar to the one Yunnan experienced in 1998 that led the Chinese government to enact a logging ban," the letter says. 

In 1998, seasonal monsoon rains devastated vast swathes of China, including Yunnan, killing more than 2,000 people, destroying 2.9 million houses and ruining more than nine million hectares of crops across the country. 

"The international community congratulates the Chinese government on addressing past unsustainable forestry practices," the letter says, but reminding the government of the approaching 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, urges the government to "demonstrate to the world that China exercises impressive leadership and foresight in protecting forest ecosystems on a transnational, as well as domestic, scale." 

"The conservation of forests along the Yunnan border should operate on a trans-border scale so the neighboring country's remaining old-growth forests are not devastated," they write. 

The ecosystem, populated by some 7,000 species of plants, has remained isolated from major human disturbances until recently. The forest provides habitat for 80 species of rare or endangered animals. 

In an attempt to protect this rare biodiversity, UNESCO designated the area a Chinese World Heritage Site in 2003 under the name Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas. "The site is an epicentre of Chinese biodiversity. It is also one of the richest temperate regions of the world in terms of biodiversity," the UNESCO World Heritage Committee states. 

There is a close link between the forest destruction of the N'Mai Hku and the power of the ruling military government, according to a report published last July by Global Witness, a British nongovernmental organization, which focuses on the links between natural resource exploitation and conflict. 

According to Chinese import data cited by Global Witness, China imported over one million cubic meters of timber from Burma in 2002. "This figure is likely to exceed 1.4 million m3 in 2003," the report estimates. 

Loggers take a break after felling trees in the N’Mai Hku (Photo courtesy Global Witness)
Global Witness investigations along the China–Burma border show that logging on this vast scale has led to "the destruction of large swathes of pristine forest in Kachin State, and the massive N’Mai Hku Project will only make matters worse," the group states. 

Jon Buckrell of Global Witness told reporters at the launch of the group's report July 10, 2004 in Bangkok, "Revenue derived by the regime and insurgents alike from the exploitation of natural resources, including timber, has perpetuated violent armed conflict throughout Burma." 

"A Conflict of Interests: The uncertain future of Burma’s forests," is the result of extensive research and fieldwork in Burma, Thailand and China,. It examines the roots of the civil war and the links between conflict and the control of natural resources in Burma. 

"Burma is resource rich but surrounded by resource hungry nations, and the regime has used this fully to its advantage," said Buckrell. 

The unsustainable exploitation of Burma’s forests can only be effectively addressed by engaging Burma's State Peace and Development Council on a diplomatic level, Buckrell says. "Engagement does not amount to legitimizing the regime or condoning what it does," he said. 

Global Witness has encouraged a dialogue among all stakeholders, including the ethnic communities, and the government of China. The letter sent to Chinese Premier Wen Jia-bao this week is an attempt to open this dialogue in one direction. A copy was sent to the UNESCO World Heritage Commission. 

The stakes could not be higher, the conservationists believe. "This unsustainable logging threatens ecological and human community integrity by destroying the Gaoligongshan watershed that indigenous livelihoods and wildlife depend on," they write.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters
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African Union targets war in drive to end poverty 
ADDIS ABABA - For rich foreigners and Africa's elite, the trip from Nairobi to Addis Ababa involves nothing more strenuous than an hour and 40 minutes relaxing in than a brand new Ethiopian Airlines Boeing. 

But 35,000 feet (10,670 metres) below, in the drought-hit badlands of the Kenya-Ethiopia border, mechanised transport of any kind is a luxury for people living at the very limits of survival. 

Farmers must struggle not only with endemic malaria and TB but also man-made dangers posed by mini-wars between Ethiopian troops and Oromo rebels and raids by well armed criminal gangs. 

Of the two lifestyles, the insecurity and poverty of the second group is overwhelmingly more familiar to Africa's 830 million people than the First World comfort of the first. 

The gap shows the scale of the challenge facing the African Union, a two-year-old continental initiative that plans to put Africa on the fast track out of poverty and into the globalised mainstream of international trade and investment. 

A key goal is to convince rich Western nations that African governments are ready to shed despotism, war and corruption in order to attract massive foreign investment. 

At its annual summit on July 6-8, leaders will target wars as the key barrier to growth on a continent that has seen 186 coups d'etat and 26 major conflicts in the past half century. 

"Without peace all our plans will be but Utopia," says outgoing AU chairman, Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano. "Conflicts are largely the direct cause of the economic and social backwardness of our continent." 

PEACE, GOOD GOVERNANCE 

In Addis Ababa, heads of state and government will try to advance plans to set up a peacekeeping force and improve standards of governance. The conflict in Sudan's Darfur region, Africa's latest cause for gloom, will loom large in discussions. 

Sceptics abound, questioning the political will of the 53 member countries to monitor each other's levels of democracy, as they are meant to do under a so-called peer review mechanism. 

"How can you expect much from the AU when many of these member governments are not really answerable to their people," asks Nhial Bhol, a Sudanese newspaper editor. With several countries ruled by leaders who seized power in coups or won elections regarded as flawed, some say the union should focus on developing democracy at a national level before creating grand and costly institutions such as its pan-African parliament, launched in March. 

But others say the union is making some headway, pointing to a new generation of 30- and 40-something modernisers and democrats now staffing its administrative core, the AU Commission, who are inspired by the scale of the challenge. 

"By no means has everything been smooth sailing but the pace has been most encouraging," says Nigerian analyst Tajudeen Abdul-Raheem. 

"There is a new optimism, but more than that, there is a developing critical mass of leaders both in government and civil society who want the AU to work, regardless of what those who never wish Africa well, or have given up on us, may say." 

The AU's predecessor, the Cold War-era Organisation of Africa Unity (OAU), was perennially starved of funds by member governments and degenerated into a talking shop. 

Optimists hope the AU can cajole more funds out of leaders with the argument that Africa will miss out on the riches that globalisation brings if it does not integrate its economies and develop institutions and practices that can attract investors. 

With 13 percent of the world's population the continent accounts for just 1 percent of foreign direct investment, 1 percent of global gross domestic product and 2 percent of world trade - a decline in every indicator since the 1960s. 

More than 40 percent of Africa's population lives on less than $1 a day, 200 million Africans are threatened by serious food shortages and AIDS kills more than 2 million Africans a year. 

Story by William Maclean 

Story Date: 5/7/2004 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Dutch minister confident Russia will sign Kyoto accord
Taipei Times - Taipei,Taiwan (REUTERS , MAARSSEN, NETHERLANDS) Friday, Jul 02, 2004,Page 6 - The Netherlands, which assumed the EU presidency yesterday, believes Russia will sign the Kyoto protocol on climate change because it wants to be part of the European community. 
Dutch Environment Minister Pieter van Geel told reporters in an interview late Wednesday that he would work hard at getting Russian President Vladimir Putin to commit to the 1997 UN pact aimed at curbing global warming.
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/world/archives/2004/07/02/2003177379 

Biodiversity, trade and development linkages
The New Nation, Bangladesh - Jul 3, 2004, 12:44, By Atiq Rahman and DL Mallick  - Biodiversity makes up the structure of the ecosystems and habitats that support essential living resources, including wildlife, fisheries and forests. It helps provide for basic human needs such as food, shelter, and medicine. It composes ecosystems that maintain oxygen in the air, enrich the soil, purify the water, protect against flood and storm damage and regulate climate. Biodiversity also has recreational, cultural, spiritual and aesthetic values. Maintaining biodiversity and access to it, while obviously a planetary public good, is crucial for the poor. The World Health Organisation has estimated that 80% of the world's population depends on traditional medicine derived from local plant varieties for their primary health needs. Wild plants, in field and forest, make a significant contribution to the diet of many poor communities. In many developing countries, poor communities are able to draw at least half their food from forest products.
http://nation.ittefaq.com/artman/publish/article_10464.shtml
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE 

Cannes environment award for Khalifa
CANNES - The Cannes International Conference on Environment and Water has conferred the Cannes Greater Prize for Environment and Water on Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.

The award came in appreciation of the role Shaikh Khalifa, who is also Chairman of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), played in the conservation of environment and water.

Shaikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Member of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council and Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Economic Department, received the prize and a certificate of appreciation, on behalf of Shaikh Khalifa, in a ceremony held on Thursday night by the Cannes-based international organisation. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/july/theuae_july59.xml
http://www.gulf-news.com/
Insight: Helping conserve UAE's marine heritage 
A children's painting competition was the perfect environment for the Emirates Diving Association to put across its message - and for Ibrahim N. Al Zu'bi to tell Gulf News about the role of the organisation.

Emirates Diving Association staff have a role that goes beyond overseeing diving sport in the UAE. ©Gulf News  

Al Zu'bi, director of the association's environment department, pointed to some of the pictures painted by children.

"You will notice that all the artwork has a common theme – pollution," he said.

There were pictures of boats dumping brown sludge, while another showed sailors throwing bottles, cans and old boots over the side as a fish pleads for mercy.

"One of our main aims is to make people of all ages aware of the true costs of marine pollution. Once you make children aware of the problem, the message gets through to their family and friends," Al Zu'bi said. 

It all proves that the diving association, which oversees scuba diving in the UAE, also has a key role in nurturing an appreciation of the marine environment, too.

Education is just one of the EDA's many objectives and others include the monitoring of coral reefs and developing fish resources. The organisation promotes the three R's - reduce, re-use and recycle - in a bid to cut down on the amount of solid waste dumped into the sea. 

It organises eco-friendly dives in threatened habitats and also holds beach clean-up campaigns
http://www.gulf-news.com/
Syria 
The Syrian Minister of Local Administration and the Environment said: Israel Turns the Golan highest into a waste dumping ground, threatening the Region with a dangerous environmental disaster.  
وزير الإدارة المحلية والبيئة لـ (تشرين).. (الاحتلال الإسرائيلي يحول باطن الجولان إلى مدافن للنفايات تهدد المنطقة بكارثة بيئية خطيرة.. 

في الوقت الذي وقف العالم فيه ممثلاً بالأمم المتحدة ومنظماته وهيئاته ضد كل أشكال الاستيطان والتخريب البيئي الإسرائيلي المتعمد مضت قوات الاحتلال قدماً منذ احتلالها للجولان العربي السوري عام 1967 الى تلويثها بعشرات البؤر والمراكز الاستيطانية والجمعيات الصناعية والزراعية المختلفة والتي شيدتها فوق أنقاض ما دمرته من مدن وقرى ومزارع في الجولان). 

وللاطلاع على التلويث البيئي الصهيوني للجولان كان لنا اللقاء التالي مع المهندس هلال الأطرش وزير الإدارة المحلية والبيئة الذي قال: 

‏ تتعاظم مشكلات النفايات الصلبة في العديد من البلدان العربية نتيجة ازدياد عدد السكان والتوسع المدني والتقدم السريع في تكنولوجيا الإنتاج المكثف؛ ولكن بالنتيجة يتم استخلاص نسبة كبيرة منها؛ فيعاد تدوير ماتيسر من الورق والبلاستيك والزجاج والمعادن وغيرها.. وبالتالي تكون السلبيات ضئيلة نسبياً، في الوقت الذي تسعى فيه (إسرائيل) الى خلق جملة من الانتهاكات المحرمة دولياً بحق الجولان المحتل بغية القضاء على الغطاء النباتي والحيواني وصولاً الى خلق ظروف غير صحية للسكان العرب السوريين ولإبقائهم تحت رحمتها مع إحكام القبضة عليهم. ‏ 

‏ 

http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20040702172402
Yemen 

Ministry’s book addresses water shortage
SANA’A - The Ministry of Agriculture recently issued an illustrated book entitled Khutuwat Ala Al-Tariq (Steps in the Road) addressing water shortage problems and solutions identified by the ministry.

The 250-page work consists of two parts, the first reviewing the shortage of water and the overuse of basins in Yemen, and the second explaining the cause of the shortage including it’s relation to the geological structures within various regions, as well as cataloguing sources and products for each.

The book confirms that rainfall is the prime source of irrigation water for Yemen’s agricultural lands. According to the work, Yemen has 10 billion cubic meters of ground water, 1.5 billion of which are consumed annually. “Renewable waters in Yemen don’t exceed 2.5 billion cubic meters annually, if we consider the factor of increasing population.”

Yemen’s water deficit is expected to increase to 2.1 billion cubic meters by 2025. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1176.html
Water is key for coming generations
SANA’A - “Population increases cause many problems, one of which is the current water crisis,” Prime Minister Abdul-Qader Bajammal said last week at the inaugural National Workshop on Water Investment, which was attended by various international and Arab organizations. 

“There is lawlessness and exaggeration in using water, and well digging laws are completely nonexistent, which has created many serious problems for the sector,” he added.

“We will be able to analyze the population problem for the first time this December, and will confront it face to face. I expect to see strong ties between water and population.”

“We have to treat the water crisis carefully, using architectural methods to construct dams to protect our water for the coming generations” concluded the PM.

Environment ministry official Mohammed Al-Ryani discussed the role his ministry plays in confronting the serious problem, while Ahmed Sofan, the Minister of Planning & International Cooperation, emphasized water conservation across the Republic in a speech at the event. 

Sofan said that the government has a plan for the conservation and protection of water, which should cover 80% of the Republic by 2015. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1173.html
EPA seeks regulation of ozone-depleting substances
SANA’A - The Ozone Unit of the Environment Protection Authority (EPA), in collaboration with the Sana’a Chamber of Industry & Commerce, has begun the sixth in a series of workshops dealing with legislation controlling the importation and trade of ozone-depleting materials. 

Faisal Ahmed Nasser, Director of the Ozone Unit, said the workshop is devoted to discussing the Cabinet’s draft legislation concerning such materials with affected individuals to ensure its success in the future.

It is believed that dialogue and involvement with the public and private sectors will lead to balanced and acceptable regulations controlling ozone-eroding substances that both comply with requirements from international conventions and are friendly to the national economy. 

“The goal of the workshop is to introduce the Government’s commitment to this problem and the negative consequences it poses by proactively discussing the problems of ozone-eroding materials and listing their available alternatives.  Additionally, we aim to spread general awareness regarding the ozone layer and the probable danger of its disintegration,” Nasser said.

The workshop is expected to come up with useful suggestions by participants which can be used to lay out Yemen-specific control regulations and create cooperation between the Ozone Unit and other sectors to gradually phase out the use of ozone-depleting substances.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1170.html
Qatar 

G-77 stresses compliance with climate change commitments
The Group of 77 Developing Countries and China recently confirmed their commitments to the UN Agreement on Climate Change. According to Mohammed Jassim Muslimani, the head of the Qatari delegation, the group has reaffirmed the CO2 minimization requirements of the document. 

In an issued statement, Muslimani expressed the sacrifice the industrializing nations are making in holding to these commitments, pointing out that minimizing CO2 will reduce the chances of developing successful economic sectors in these countries.

The Qatari delegate took part in the 20th meeting of the group’s science and technology council in Bonn, Germany, which was chaired by Qatar. The remarks came on the eve of the tenth anniversary of the UN agreement and their first meeting since the Kyoto Protocol. 
http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1174.html
GCC meet on mineral water Published 
THE Gulf Organisation for Industrial Consulting plans to organise a co-ordination meeting of mineral water producers in the GCC region on September 29 at the GOIC’s headquarters in Doha. 
The meeting is being organised as part of the GOIC’s efforts to develop the GCC’s manufacturing sector, an organisation official said.
http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=479&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
Bahrain 
Environmental Survey for Pearl Diving Zones in Bahrain.

مسح بحري لدراسة وضع المحار واللؤلؤ  

تحت رعاية سمو الشيخ عبدالله بن حمد آل خليفة رئيس الهيئة العامة لحماية الثروة البحرية والبيئة والحياة الفطرية، تنظم جوالة المالكية ضمن برنامجها لعام 2004 وبالتعاون مع جمعية الشباب والبيئة وبإشراف عدد من الجهات المحلية والدولية، المرحلة الثانية للدراسة الميدانية للتعرف على وضع الهيرات (مراقد المحار) في المياه الإقليمية لمملكة البحرين، وتبدأ المرحلة بمسح في مناطق الهيرات في الخامس من شهر يوليو الجاري وتنتهي الدراسة في ديسمبر من العام الجاري بإصدار كتاب حول الهيرات ومحار اللؤلؤ في البحرين. 

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/Articles.asp?Article=96372&Sn=BNEW
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
In Sudan, Annan hears reports of ‘gross and systematic’ abuses of human rights

*
Abrupt transfer of displaced in Darfur, Sudan, sparks concern from UN agencies

*
Security Council agenda for July includes briefing by Annan on Sudan trip

*
Grim work proceeds in identifying victims of UN crash in Sierra Leone

*
United States to withdraw some peacekeepers, UN confirms

*
New UN human rights chief to take part in African Union summit

*
Papua New Guinea: UN mission in Bougainville extended through year’s end

*
UN says DR of Congo refugees in Burundi total more than 34,000

*
Lack of funding leads to slow progress in Liberia’s reconstruction, UN says

*
New UN anti-terrorism official outlines plans to tackle scourge

*
UN global tobacco-control treaty on track to become law by end of year

*
UN approves over $380 million in damage claims from Iraqi invasion of Kuwait

*
Colombia: UN starts project to stem spate of suicides by indigenous people

*
Latin America and Caribbean to adopt text on population and development – UN

*
Two population experts win UN awards

*
Cambodia reaches UN goal of reducing intestinal parasite infestation

*
UN’s World Heritage List adds first sites in DPR Korea and Andorra

*
Italian Formula One star Trulli joins UN race to slash child hunger death toll

*
UN to host forum on ‘e-commerce’ in Asia

*
UN meeting backs Quartet position on Israeli withdrawal from Gaza

*
Start-up businesses need intellectual property help, UN agency says

* * * *

Sudan

2 July – Sudanese refugees living in Chad told United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today that they fled the Darfur region because the notorious Janjaweed militias were committing “gross and systematic” human rights abuses against them and they feared for their lives.

On the final day of a three-day visit to the troubled region, Mr. Annan met some of the 15,000 refugees living at a site near Iridimi, one of eight UN safe camps in eastern Chad.

Representatives of the refugees told him “they were attacked, they fled aggression [and] there were serious violations of human rights – gross and systematic ones. And they had to flee for their lives,” he said after the meeting.

The Secretary-General said none of the refugees in Chad or the internally displaced within Darfur should be forced or encouraged to return to their home villages until it is safe to return.

“Security is paramount for all of them and of course that would have to be assured before they go back,” he said.

Ahead of a meeting with Sudanese President Omer Al Bashir in Khartoum tonight to discuss the humanitarian crisis and the militia attacks across Darfur, Mr. Annan stressed the importance of reaching a political solution for the region – which is about the size of France.

During Mr. Annan’s visit to Iridimi, thousands of refugees sat or stood in a semi-circle while holding placards that read “Stop the ethnic cleansing and the genocide” and “Security first, then voluntary return.”

Mr. Annan met female community leaders and spoke to non-governmental organization (NGO) staff working at Iridimi. He was also briefed by Haroun Saleh, Governor of Chad’s Ouaddie province, on the impact of the huge influx of refugees.

About 170,000 refugees have fled to Chad and more than a million others are internally displaced within Darfur, largely because of attacks by the Janjaweed, Arab militias recruited and armed by Khartoum, against local black Africans. The Sudanese Government and the militias are also fighting two rebel groups.

Yesterday, after meeting Chadian President Idriss Deby, Mr. Annan said the international community is not providing aid and support at a rate fast enough to meet the crisis.

UN agencies estimate that at least 2 million people in Darfur need humanitarian relief, including basic food aid, because of the conflict.

* * *

Sudan

2 July – United Nations humanitarian agencies say they are concerned by the Sudanese Government’s abrupt transfer of more than 5,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) in the war-torn Darfur region from one IDP camp to another without any consultation or advance warning.

Between Wednesday evening and Thursday lunchtime, about 1,000 families were transported by Sudanese authorities from a camp at Meshtel to a more established camp at Abu Shouk, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said today.

Yesterday afternoon, when Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his party of aides – who are visiting Darfur to see first-hand what has been described as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis – arrived at Meshtel, the camp was empty save for a few mules.

Mr. Dujarric said the IDPs had told relief workers that they had been pressured to move quickly to Abu Shouk. Humanitarian agencies said that while this camp has better conditions for the IDPs, prior consultation would have allowed them to prepare its facilities and provisions to take account of the new arrivals.

In another development, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warned that the continuing violence in Darfur is breeding a new generation of traumatized child survivors.

Many displaced children living in camps across Darfur or as refugees in neighbouring Chad have told humanitarian workers that they have seen their parents, siblings or neighbours murdered or raped, UNICEF said today.

Other children have drawn disturbing pictures of what has happened. In one case, an 11-year-old girl drew a picture of bleeding bodies on the ground next to an armed man sitting on a camel. The girl then pointed to the bodies and recited the names of her relatives.

UNICEF Director of Emergency Operations Dan Toole said at least 500,000 children have had to flee their villages because of brutal attacks by Government-allied Janjaweed militias.

“We’re dealing with massive effects on the lives of children,” he said. “This expulsion is creating a common memory for those who survive of mayhem, insecurity, terrible loss and the power of violence.”

UNICEF has built dozens of support centres and classrooms across Darfur to help displaced children deal with the effects of war and resume their schooling. The agency hopes 60,000 children can use the centres and classrooms by September.

As the rainy season sets in, UN humanitarian agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have stepped up their efforts to help the estimated 2 million people in Darfur – and more than 170,000 refugees in Chad – needing relief.

But, at a briefing for reporters today in Geneva, they said the international community is failing to donate enough funds to allow them to do their work.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said only 31 per cent – or about $78 million – of the $250 million needed by UN agencies to help people in Darfur has been received so far.

OCHA hopes to provide 1 million people by the end of this month with full food rations and to distribute another 12,000 tonnes of food to key locations during the rest of the rainy season.

It also plans to set up 24 feeding centres for malnourished children, ensure safe drinking water for 740,000 people and deploy at least 24 extra staff to monitor the treatment of human rights.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said more than 118,000 refugees have been relocated from the border between Chad and Sudan – where the Janjaweed have been making raids – to safer camps further inside Chad.

World Food Programme (WFP) spokesperson Christiane Berthiaume said staff could not reach 34 of the 137 camps for IDP in Darfur because of continuing insecurity.

In May, two UN human rights reports found that the Janjaweed, bands of Arab fighters recruited or armed by the Sudanese Government as part of its fight against two rebel groups, have committed numerous human rights abuses against Darfur’s black African population. Last week Mr. Annan described the militia attacks as “bordering on ethnic cleansing.”

* * *

Security Council

2 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will brief the Security Council next week on his current trip to the Darfur region of Sudan – with other issues on the continent topping the Security Council’s programme this month, the incoming President of the 15-member body said today.

Speaking at a press briefing in New York, Ambassador Mihnea Ioan Motoc of Romania, which holds the rotating presidency this month, said Chad, Ethiopia and Eritrea and the upcoming African Union Summit will be taken up. In addition, there will be a comprehensive briefing on the Council’s mission last month to West Africa, following a preliminary report this past Wednesday.

In response to questions on Sudan, Ambassador Motoc said a draft resolution on the subject was being circulated, but he had no indication regarding a time-frame on when it might be put to a vote. He also voiced a “personal” sense that Council members were ready to respond to the challenge, but an assessment from the ground was needed first.

The Council will also consider in consultations the situations in the Central African Republic, Somalia, Sierra Leone, Ethiopia and Eritrea, Côte d’Ivoire and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where the mandate of the UN Organization Mission there (MONUC) was due to expire at the end of the month, he said. The mandate of the Group of Experts and the arms embargo imposed on that country were due to expire at the same time.

On Europe, Ambassador Motoc noted that the mandate of the multinational Stabilization Force (SFOR) in Bosnia and Herzegovina would expire on 7 July. The Council would consider the European Union’s upcoming take-over of SFOR’s work from NATO. Mandate extensions for the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) and the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) would come up at the end of the month.

On 20 July Romanian Prime Minister Adrian Nãstase will preside over a public meeting on the relationship between the UN and regional organizations, the Ambassador said. The format would be a substantive, interactive debate whose outcome could also be useful to the High-Level Panel established by the Secretary-General to look into today’s threats and possible collective responses.

On 19 July, the Council will address in a public meeting the “complex” issue of threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts, as it will be briefed by the Chairman of the Counter-Terrorism Committee, Alexander Konuzin of the Russian Federation. The Council is also expected to hear from Javier Ruperez, Executive Director of the Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate.

* * *

Sierra Leone

2 July – Identifying the victims of Monday’s helicopter crash in Sierra Leone is a slow and laborious process, the United Nations peacekeeping mission’s Chief of Staff said today.

“The remains of those who were killed in the crash are now being examined by pathologists in Choithram and Connaught hospitals,” said Roland Ladley of the UN Assistance Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL). “It is a painstaking and difficult process,” he told journalists in the capital, Freetown. 

“I understand that a number of bodies have been formally recognized, but until the experts can complete their work and appropriate death certificates and other formalities are completed, we are unable to release bodies for repatriation or directly to the next of kin.”

Crash investigators already have made a preliminary visit to the scene, although “the helicopter crashed in very inhospitable jungle,” Mr. Hadley said.

* * *

UN peacekeeping

2 July – The United States Government has informed the United Nations that Washington will withdraw some US personnel from the world body’s peacekeeping operations, a UN spokesman confirmed today.

“We have taken note of that decision with regret,” spokesman Stephane Dujarric said in response to reporters’ questions at the daily briefing in New York.

Last week the United States announced that it would not proceed with a Security Council resolution that would have extended, for a third consecutive year, the immunity of some UN peacekeepers from prosecution by the world’s first permanent war crimes tribunal.

Washington had introduced a text in May to renew the peacekeepers’ exemption from prosecution by the International Criminal Court (ICC), which is based in The Hague. First adopted in July 2002, and renewed last year, the text shields members of UN peacekeeping missions who come from nations that have not ratified the treaty setting up the ICC from investigation or prosecution. That protection expired Wednesday.

Last month, Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed Washington’s decision not to pursue the exemption. “The outcome was a good one for the Council, and I think also for the Americans,” he told reporters. “The unity of the Council is extremely important - it is not form; it’s substance.”

The Secretary-General also voiced hope that “everyone will see it as a helpful decision” and that the US would not withdraw from peacekeeping operations.

* * *

Human rights

2 July – In her first official mission as the new United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour will take part in the African Union’s summit next week in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, her Office announced today.

Mrs. Arbour’s participation in the meeting from 5 to 7 July “highlights the importance she and her Office attach to the promotion and protection of human rights in Africa,” according to a statement released by the Geneva-based body.

The High Commissioner’s Office (OHCHR) is represented in 12 African countries by stand-alone offices, regional representations, technical cooperation teams, advisers or human rights components of UN peace missions.

OHCHR has also provided support to the AU primarily through technical assistance aimed at strengthening the Africa’s human rights system, especially the continent’s Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights as well as in relation to the human rights aspects of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).

* * *

Papua New Guinea

2 July – Eyeing the possibility of elections in Bougainville by the end of the year, the Security Council has agreed to a final six-month extension of the mandate of the United Nations mission there in order for it to finish tasks related to the implementation of the peace agreement between pro-independence groups and the Government of Papua New Guinea.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan had asked the Council to prolong the UN Observer Mission in Bougainville (UNOMB) through 31 December following a request of Papua New Guinea’s Foreign Minister, Sir Rabbie Namaliu.

The Secretary-General noted that since May, UNOMB had reported further progress by the parties in the implementation of the Bougainville Peace Agreement, including the destruction of more weapons that had been collected from ex-combatants.

Mr. Annan also said the Bougainville Constituent Assembly was expected to adopt a new constitution in mid-July – to be approved soon thereafter by the Government of Papua New Guinea – after it was finalized by the Bougainville Constitution Commission.

“This, in turn, will set in motion preparations for the election of the first autonomous Bougainville government…[and] it is the intention of the parties to hold elections by the end of 2004,” Mr. Annan writes.

Given such progress and the crucial role of UNOMB in building confidence among the parties, he recommended the six-month extension of the mission’s mandate from 1 July to 31 December.

The Council stressed that the extension will be final and asked the Secretary-General to report within three months on a mission-closure plan.

UNOMB took over at the beginning of 2004 from the UN Political Office in Bougainville (UNPOB) – which was established in 1998 to help with the peace process – to complete UNPOB’s remaining tasks and to facilitate a smooth transition in the lead-up to the election of an autonomous government in Bougainville.

* * *

Burundi

2 July – With instability and high tension reigning in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the number of people who have crossed into neighbouring Burundi has risen to more than 34,000, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

Earlier this week, 848 refugees from Kamanyola, who had fled into the mountains to escape fighting between rebel soldiers and the national army, entered Burundi after having returned home and found their property looted by both rebels and army, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson said in Geneva.

Some soldiers had taken over homes, but willingly left when the owners reclaimed them, spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said.

The new arrivals were housed temporarily at Rugombo transit centre near the border, but would be transferred to Kururama, which has reported no cases of cholera. Last week preventive measures against the disease were taken at three sites – Rugombo, Cibitoke and Gatumba – after Médecins sans Frontières (MsF) treated a few cases.

Meanwhile, UNHCR plans to hold talks with Burundian officials on preparing a new site in Rutana province to house up to 70,000 refugees.

* * *

Liberia

2 July – The failure of donors to follow up with actual contributions to the $540 million pledged to Liberia in February is hampering reconstruction in the war-torn nation, the United Nations said today.

Since a peace accord was signed last August ending fighting throughout the country, thousands of Liberians, including internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees, still have limited access to humanitarian assistance and basic services, including health, education, water, communication and electricity, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Unless more pledges and resources are received, a food pipeline break will result in a shortfall of more than 14,000 tons of cereals, 2,000 tons of lentils, 1,400 tons of vegetable oil and other goods urgently needed in the coming months.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) recently extended its general food distribution to over 80,000 Liberians, despite disruptions. Unrest and agitation are expected to rise if the food ration is further reduced due to the pipeline problems, OCHA warned.

* * *

Terrorism

2 July – The new head of the United Nations Counter-terrorism Committee’s (CTC) Executive Directorate today outlined plans to tackle the scourge by working with allies in the fight and operating with maximum efficiency.

“I’ll try and do my utmost to fulfil my tasks at the end of the day to produce something which would be considered by the world at large to have been a successful counter-terrorism activity,” Javier Ruperez told reporters at his first news conference in New York.

The CTC draws its mandate from Security Council resolution 1373 – adopted in the wake of the 11 September 2001 attacks against the United States – which compels countries to report regularly on their efforts to combat terrorism.

Mr. Ruperez hailed progress since the measure’s passage. The sensitivity concerning terrorism has been changed around the world “precisely because of the existence of that resolution,” he said.

On staffing for the office he heads, Mr. Ruperez pledged to make proposals on staffing shortly, but estimated that 30 to 40 people would be required. “I want to have a very lean and efficient structure,” he explained.

He said his future activities would include a visit to Washington, D.C., to meet with representatives of the Organization of American States (OAS), which he said “has developed a very robust system of counter-terrorism measures.”

Mr. Ruperez said he also anticipated talks with officials from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), which was “doing a very good job as far as controlling terrorist financing.”

Asked about the current situation in Iraq, he said, “What we are watching right now in Iraq has all the appearance of terrorist acts, and those people who are using violence for the purpose of achieving political goals and on the way killing civilians, innocent people, and using this indiscriminate violence to me are terrorists,” he said.

“Terrorism is trying to eat up our own reasons for being,” he observed. “It is the fight against reason, it is the fight against the principles of the United Nations.”

A national of Spain, Mr. Ruperez said terrorism has sadly been a part of both his national and personal life. “I was kidnapped by the Basque terrorists in 1979,” he recalled.

Spain had been able to assert its power as a democratic State. “I think that we were able to build up a very strong sense of what we wanted to achieve against the terrorists,” he said. “Even if it does take place, the world will continue, and democracy will continue, and freedom will continue.

“We know that the fight will be a bit longer, but at the end of the day we will prevail,” he said.

* * *

Tobacco

2 July – The United Nations global treaty to curb tobacco use, which now claims almost 5 million lives every year and causes an estimated annual net loss of $200 billion in treatment and lost productivity, is on track to become binding international law by the end of the year, the UN health agency reported today.  

With the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) closing for signature this week, nearly 90 per cent of the world’s countries have signed the treaty, which requires them to restrict tobacco advertising, sponsorship and promotion, set new labelling and clean indoor air controls and strengthen laws clamping down on tobacco smuggling.

The FCTC has become one of the most rapidly embraced UN conventions, with 167 WHO Member States and the European Community (EC) signing, and 23 countries ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding – thus making it law –  just one year after the pact opened for signature in Geneva. More than half the required 40 ratifications are now in hand.

“Although we have good reason to be confident, a relentless effort will still be needed for the foreseeable future,” WHO Director-General Dr Lee Jong-wook said. “Current projections show a rise of 31 per cent in tobacco-related deaths during the next 22 years, which will double the current death toll, bringing it to almost 10 million a year.” 

WHO urges countries that have signed to ratify the Treaty as soon as possible. “The sooner the 40 ratifications are in place, the sooner effective and coordinated actions within the Framework Convention at country level can begin,” said Catherine Le Galès-Camus, Assistant Director-General, Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health.

The treaty, adopted unanimously by all 192 Member States in May last year, is the first public health treaty negotiated under the auspices of WHO. It was designed to become a tool to manage what has become the single biggest preventable cause of death. There are currently an estimated 1.3 billion smokers worldwide. Half of them, some 650 million people, are expected to die prematurely of a tobacco-related disease.

* * *

Iraq/Kuwait

2 July – The United Nations Compensation Commission charged with paying war reparations from Iraq’s 1990 invasion and subsequent occupation of Kuwait today announced the approval of grants exceeding $380 million.

Meeting in Geneva, the body, which has the same membership as the Security Council, approved over 300 claims filed by 21 governments and international organizations totalling $127.7 million, as well as 337 claims filed by 16 governments with a combined value of $168 million. In addition, numerous awards for Kuwaiti companies complaining of direct losses were granted during the session.

To date, the Commission has paid out $18.4 billion to successful claimants.

* * *

Colombia

2 July – As rising numbers of young indigenous people from northwestern Colombia commit suicide, losing the will to live because of the country’s long-running civil war, the United Nations refugee agency has begun a social project with local spiritual leaders to try to halt the phenomenon.

The spiritual leaders will visit communities to assess the causes of the spate of suicides and offer psycho-social counselling to young people and their families, Jennifer Pagonis, spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), told reporters today at a briefing in Geneva.

The project – which targets 10 indigenous communities in the region – will include cultural activities to promote indigenous identity and traditional values. Teachers are also being trained to identify the needs of displaced children and help them.

Thousands of indigenous people recently have been displaced from their homes because of the conflict in Colombia, and some indigenous leaders have either been murdered or have disappeared.

In little more than a year, 17 people from two indigenous communities in the northwest – all aged between 12 and 24 – have committed suicide or made an attempt.

The displacement has eroded the communities’ traditional social and political patterns, lowering self-esteem and increasing feelings of frustration, especially among the young, Ms. Pagonis said.

Indigenous organizations say that all of Colombia’s more than 80 indigenous groups are now at risk because of the conflict. Elders are particularly concerned that indigenous youth are vulnerable to recruitment by the country’s irregular armed groups.

Meanwhile, five indigenous Embera communities who fled their ancestral lands in March because of fighting in the area between the Colombian army and rebel groups have decided to return home.

More than 1,200 people agreed to make the return journey despite the continuing security problems in the area, Ms. Pagonis said, adding that UNHCR will assist them with the return.

* * *

Population and development

2 July – Breaking with recent practice, the United States is set to join in the consensus adoption of a declaration by Latin American and Caribbean countries reaffirming support for an international action plan on reproductive health and rights, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) said today.

Delegates meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico, will endorse a document adopted last March in Santiago, Chile, on the Programme of Action of the 1994 Cairo International Conference on Population and Development.

The US reportedly decided to join the consensus after participants agreed to let the text take note of the report of the Santiago preliminary meeting. At that forum, Washington had expressed the lone dissent, dissociating itself from the Santiago Declaration.

The document urges countries to intensify efforts to implement the Cairo plan, eradicating poverty, reducing social inequalities and eliminating the gender gap. The declaration also urges increased international cooperation to meet those objectives.

“It is clear that the spirit of Cairo is alive and well, especially in this region,” said UNFPA chief Thoraya Ahmed Obaid. “It is clear that it is your Programme of Action, and you are tailoring it to the social, cultural and economic realities of your countries and in line with the universally agreed international human rights.”

She added: “There cannot be true democracy without true equality, and if there is no true equality, there cannot be true human rights. This is what Cairo is all about.”

* * *

UNFPA

2 July – Demographer John C. Caldwell, who focuses on Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, and physician Catherine Hamlin of the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital, a pioneer in women’s childbirth injuries, have won the United Nations Population Awards, a UN spokesman said today.

Each winner will receive a certificate, a gold medal and an equal share of a monetary prize next Tuesday, he said.

The Award Committee, comprising representatives of nine UN Member States, is chaired by Ambassador Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury of Bangladesh, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) said. The panel selected the two Australian winners after reviewing outstanding work by 10 nominees to improve people’s health and welfare.

Mr. Caldwell, the Emeritus Professor of Demography in the Research School of Social Sciences at the Australian National University in Canberra, has published more than 300 articles. His work to frame the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Africa as a demographic, epidemiological and socio-cultural phenomenon is considered to be without peer.

The Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital, which Australian-born Dr. Hamlin co-founded, specializes in treating obstetric fistula, a devastating childbirth injury that leaves a woman incontinent.

The hospital provides free medical care to more than 1,200 women annually and has treated over 25,000 women. It also offers literacy classes and physiotherapy to help women rejoin their communities once they are cured.

The winners will receive their awards at a ceremony at UN Headquarters in New York on Tuesday.

* * *

Parasites

2 July – Six years ahead of schedule Cambodia has become the first country to reach the United Nations health agency’s 2010 goal of treating three-quarters of its school-age children for intestinal parasites.

Thousands of teachers in 6,500 schools gave anti-parasite pills to their students in a campaign coordinated by the Cambodian Ministry of Health, Education and Sport, supported by the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Japanese Embassy in Cambodia and the Sasakawa Memorial Health Foundation.

More than 75 per cent of the nearly 3 million children of school age were treated, whereas five years ago some 70 per cent of the children suffered from intestinal worms and demonstrated the negative impact on short-term and long-term memory, reasoning and reading comprehension, according to WHO.

“Cambodia’s experience provides hard evidence that it is completely within the realm of possibility to protect the vast majority of children against parasites. Cambodia has done it and so can other countries,” Dr Lorenzo Savioli, WHO’s Coordinator of Parasitic Diseases Control, said today.

Highlighting the importance of action, the agency’s Western Pacific Regional Adviser on Parasitic Diseases, Dr Kevin Palmer, said, “Reaching the target this early wasn’t accidental. It demonstrates what can be achieved when the political will is there, together with financial support from donors and partners.”

* * *

UNESCO

2 July – Andorra and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) have had their first sites inscribed on the United Nations cultural agency’s list of places to be preserved as part of the heritage of mankind.

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) said the cultural landscape of Andorra’s Madriu-Claror-Perafita Valley, with its glaciers and craggy cliffs, shows how people survived in the high Pyrenees for millennia. It was added to the World Heritage List yesterday.

The 21-member UNESCO World Heritage Committee, meeting in Suzhou, China, also added the complex of about 30 Koguryo Tombs in the DPRK, the agency said. 

Many of the tombs have beautiful wall paintings of daily life and seem to have been built for the Koguryo royalty and aristocracy that ruled parts of northern China, as well as the northern half of the Korean peninsula, from 277 BCE to 668 CE.

The committee also added 40 royal and aristocratic tombs of the Koguryo dynasty and the remains of three of its cities in northern China, UNESCO said.

The committee designated eight other sites, including the Royal Exhibition Building and Carlton Gardens in Melbourne, Australia, the Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park in Gujarat State and the Chhatrapati Shivaji Station, formerly Victoria Terminus, in Mumbai, both in India, as well as Pasargadae, the capital of the 648 BCE to 330 BCE Persian Achaemenid Empire in Iran. 

The committee also chose the Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range in Japan, the Um er-Rasas or Kastron Mefa’a Roman archaeological site in Jordan, some 5,000 rock carvings in the Tamgaly Gorge of Kazakhstan and the archaeological landscape of the Orkhon Valley in Mongolia.

The cultural landscape of Norway’s Vega Archipelago – dozens of islands inhabited since the Stone Age – and the “Moscow Baroque” Novodevichy Convent in southwestern Moscow in the Russian Federation were also added to the World Heritage List.

* * *

Child hunger

2 July – In an effort to slash the death toll from child hunger, the United Nations emergency-feeding agency has recruited Italian Formula One racing star Jarno Trulli in a public service announcement that shows the speed at which malnourished children are dying around the world and the minimal amount it costs to slow the rate down.

“In five seconds, my Formula One racing car can go from 0-200 kilometres per hour. Every five seconds, a child dies of hunger - that’s 720 children an hour, all day, every day. We can’t stop time, but we can stop the dying,” Mr. Trulli says in the TV spot for the World Food Programme (WFP).

WFP plays a crucial role in reducing poverty and hunger around the globe, feeding 104 million people in 81 countries in 2003. But, despite early gains in reducing hunger in the 1990s, the number of hungry people grew by 18 million in the last half of the decade - with children the most exposed. Each year, 11 million children aged under-five die in developing countries, with malnutrition responsible for 60 per cent of their deaths. Yet, for just 19 cents a day, WFP can feed a child a nutritious meal in school.

Mr. Trulli, 29, who won his first-ever Grand Prix at Monte Carlo earlier this year, joins a team of international sports stars, who have recently appeared in TV spots to help WFP raise awareness of hunger and malnutrition, the world’s number one threat to health. They include world marathon record holder Paul Tergat of Kenya, himself a former beneficiary of WFP’s school feeding programme, and Rugby World Cup winners Nick Farr-Jones and David Kirk.

“When I was asked to help the World Food Programme, I was very proud,” Mr. Trulli, who races for the Renault F1 team, said. “I have been travelling around the world for a long time and have seen a lot of good and bad things. Lucky people, like me, have access to food but there are many others who are dying of hunger.”

* * *

E-commerce

2 July – Officials and experts from across Asia and the Pacific will gather at the United Nations office in Bangkok next week to examine how to improve security for Internet sales.

The UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), which is hosting the three-day conference opening on 7 July, said the event will allow experts to identify legal gaps hampering e-commerce in the region.

The workshop is considered timely, with “e-business” increasingly seen as essential for access to developed countries’ markets.

Though some Asian countries, such as Singapore, pioneered e-trade systems in the late 1980s, today, many States in the region are racing to improve their e-commerce infrastructure, ESCAP said.

Over 100 participants, including ministers, senior officials and experts from over 20 countries are expected to attend the meeting, which is being organized by ESCAP with support from the Government of France.

* * *

Middle East

2 July – A United Nations conference on the rights of the Palestinian people has given its backing to the position of the diplomatic Quartet that any pullout by Israel from the Gaza Strip should be a full withdrawal and part of the Road Map peace plan.

The conference issued a Final Document at Wednesday’s conclusion of the two-day UN African Meeting in Support of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People in Cape Town, South Africa.

The Document, which reviewed the participants’ contribution to the meeting, echoed their conviction that the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territory remained the core of the Middle East conflict. They were appalled by the continuing Israeli policies of extrajudicial killings, house demolitions and restriction on the freedom of movement.

The meeting also took note of the upcoming African Union Summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and expressed hope that action would be taken to promote the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, with a particular effort to engage the Quartet, which comprises the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States.

That group is the sponsor of the Road Map peace plan, which calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two States living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

* * *

WIPO

2 July – Facilities designed to assist businesses must have expertise in copyrights, patents and other intellectual property issues, the United Nations World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) said today.

WIPO was reporting on its three-day seminar, also sponsored by the International Association of Science Park, held this week for the management of these parks as well as ‘business incubators’ – which help technology-based companies.

The seminar included training on licensing and technology transfer, practical advice on conducting licensing negotiations and a session on how to cull technical, legal and commercial information from patent databases, WIPO said.

“Science parks are much more than real estate operations,” said WIPO’s Guriqbal Singh Jaiya. “They are increasingly key providers of business development services to their clients and tenants and IP is one of the most crucial areas in which technology-based businesses and R&D (research and development) institutions will need professional support.”

“In today’s knowledge economy, it is important for the management of science parks and incubators to have a good understanding of intellectual property in order to provide tenants with a solid front-line support to meet their most urgent business needs,” he added.

A science park stimulates and manages the flow of knowledge among universities, R&D institutions, companies and markets. It facilitates the creation and growth of innovation-based companies through incubation and spin-off processes, while a business incubator produces successful and financially viable businesses.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Excuse the delay.  On my right is Ambassador Javier Ruperez, the Executive Director of the Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate, who is our guest today and will be happy to take your questions as soon as I am done with the briefing.

**Secretary-General/Sudan
The Secretary-General is in Khartoum right now, where tonight he is scheduled to meet with the President of Sudan, Omar Hassan al-Bashir.

This morning, the Secretary-General visited a camp for Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad.  He touched down in the provincial capital of Abeche, where he was briefed by the Governor, Haroun Saleh, on the devastating impact on his province of the surge of some 250,000 refugees from Sudan streaming across the border.

The Secretary-General and his party then travelled to Iridimi Camp, about 60 miles from the border, which houses some 15,000 refugees.  He was briefed by a representative of the refugees, as well as by members of non-governmental organizations who described their work in the camp.  Thousands of refugees stood and sat in an orderly semi-circle, holding placards that read “Stop the ethnic cleansing and the genocide” and “Security first, then voluntary return”.  He also held a private meeting with women community leaders and then spoke to the international and local press.

The Secretary-General summarized his impression of the last few days by saying that the story he has received from the refugees, as well as internally displaced people, he has met has been one in which they fled “serious violations of human rights –- gross and systematic ones”.  He added that “Security is paramount for all of them and, of course, that security would have to be assured before they go back”.

Yesterday, the Secretary-General met in the capital of Chad, N’Djamena, with President Idriss Deby, and told reporters afterwards that the international community must do everything it can to work with the Sudanese Government and the President of Chad to find a solution.  Otherwise, the Secretary-General warned, “the drama that we are now living is nothing compared to what will come next”.

He added, in response to a question, that the international community has tried to help Chad deal with the influx of refugees from Sudan, but added, “I think the pace of the assistance and the urgency with which we are dealing with it doesn’t measure up to the nature of the crisis”.

And we have that transcript upstairs.

**Darfur
Yesterday we reported to you that a camp for displaced persons in Darfur, which had at one point housed some 1,000 families or over 5,000 people, was empty when the Secretary-General’s convoy arrived there.

In an update on the situation that we received from our Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, they tell us that the Government of Sudan had transported the inhabitants from Meshtail camp to another camp for displaced persons called Abu Shouk between the evening of 30 June and midday on 1 July, yesterday.  According to various humanitarian sources, those who had been moved maintain they had been pressured to move from Meshtail.

Humanitarian agencies are concerned that the displaced persons were relocated from the camp very abruptly and that no consultation was conducted by the authorities prior to their relocation.  While the relocation should improve their conditions in the medium term, prior notice of the move would have enabled site planning and provision of facilities at Abu Shouk camp ahead of their arrival.

Meanwhile, UNICEF reports today that a significant number of children displaced in Darfur have either been direct victims of violence or have witnessed violent acts and the situation was breeding a new generation of child “survivors”.  And we have more information on that upstairs.

**Security Council
Today the Security Council met in closed consultations on the July programme of work, which was officially approved.

And the Secretary-General is expected to brief the Security Council in consultations next Wednesday on his trip to Africa.

The Security Council President, Ambassador Motoc of Romania, will be here in about half an hour or so to brief you on the Council’s work for the month.

**Human Rights
The new High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, today met journalists in Geneva, telling them that she will attend the African Union Summit next week, and that Darfur and Côte d’Ivoire will be at the forefront of her discussions there.  And we have more upstairs in a press release.

**Bougainville
The Security Council, in a letter that is out on the racks today, noted the extension of the mandate of the UN Observer Mission in Bougainville until the end of December.  And that document, as I said, is available.

**WHO/Tobacco Treaty
The UN’s global treaty to curb tobacco use is on track to become binding international law by the end of the year.  Among other requirements, the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control requires signatories to restrict tobacco advertising and set new labelling and clean indoor air controls.

And we have more information on that available upstairs as well.

**Governing Council/Payout
The Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission for Iraq concluded its fifty-second session today and approved pay-outs of more than $380 million for losses and damage suffered as a direct result of Iraq’s invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1991.

**UNHCR/Colombia Suicides
The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, is concerned about a recent spate of suicides by indigenous youth in north-western Colombia.

And we have more information on that in a press release from UNHCR upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman
Yesterday afternoon, we issued a statement on the death yesterday of Sir Richard May, the former President of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.
And the full text of the statement was made available to you yesterday.
**WFP
The World Food Programme today announced Formula One driver Jarno Trulli is appearing in a World Food Programme public service announcement to help fight for children who are suffering from malnourishment.

And again, WFP has a press release upstairs.

**UNFPA
Next Tuesday, the UN Population Awards for 2004 will be presented to demographer John C. Caldwell, and to Dr. Catherine Hamlin of the Addis AbabaFistulaHospital.  The Award ceremony will take place in the Trusteeship Council from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday.  And the award recipients will be available to the press at 12:30 on Tuesday afternoon.

**UN Headquarters Closed Monday
And a reminder that there’ll be no noon briefing on Monday as the UN Headquarters will be closed in observance of the US Independence Day holiday.

And that’s it.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And we have, of course The Week Ahead available to you, as today is Friday.  Any questions for me?  Edie?
Questions and Answers

Question:  Stéph, two questions:  Any update on when we can expect an announcement from the Secretary-General on the new Special Representative for Iraq?  And second, does the Secretary-General have any comment on the US Government’s decision to pull out a number of personnel from the UN peacekeeping missions in Ethiopia, Eritrea and Kosovo?

Associate Spokesman:  On your first question, the answer is shortly.  That’s all I can say.  Not at this noon briefing.  On your second question, our Department of Peacekeeping Operations confirms that it has been informed by the US Government that the United States would withdraw some personnel from UN peacekeeping operations and we have taken note of that decision with regret.

Question:  Stéphane, do we have a reaction from the Sudanese leaders to the SG’s stern warnings to them and putting them on notice?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  As I said, the Secretary-General is meeting with the leadership of Sudan shortly, or as we speak.  As he’d said, he would do sort of a fact-finding tour.  And he’s been to IDP camps, refugee camps and he would bring those concerns and what he’d seen to the attention of the Sudanese Government.

Question:  Do we have a UN position on whether it is legal or not for an Interim Government to try Saddam?

Associate Spokesman:  No, but I can try to get something for you.  Akram?

Question:  A follow-up on that question:  Concerning the visit of the Secretary-General with General Bashir, what’s the nature of the...
Associate Spokesman:  What’s the nature of...?

Question:  ...of the dialogue?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, the Secretary-General is meeting President Bashir this evening and, as I said, he will be discussing with him the situation in the Sudan and what he, the Secretary-General, had just seen in Darfur and in neighbouring Chad.

Question:  Are there any specific demands?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I think you know, the Secretary-General has spoken, and we have repeated here fairly in detail what the Secretary-General has seen and he has spoken to you on this issue.  So, I think the next step is for him to speak to President Bashir, and I am sure the Secretary-General will speak to the press after that meeting.  But I wouldn’t want to pre-empt whatever he says.

Question:  Do you think this decision is linked to the withdrawal of the immunity from the United Nations; from the...

Associate Spokesman:  Which decision, I’m sorry?

Question:  Last week’s decision on the...

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I think it’s clear that the US said they would do so.  So...  Yes, sir?

Question:  Last week the US sent a new draft resolution to the Security Council about the situation in the Sudan.  So, the Security Council will discuss the resolution... (inaudible), will talk more about the draft resolution?

Associate Spokesman:  I think that’s a good question and you should ask the President of the Council in about half an hour when he comes here.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Are you going to ask other countries to refill the positions left by the American peacekeepers in Eritrea and Kosovo?

Associate Spokesman:  I am sure there will be a need to replace those people and our Peacekeeping Department will look into that issue.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News








� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Toronto Star – With water comes hope�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Liberia" ��ALLAfrica - Assessment Project Launched for Liberia to Protect Global Environment� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Garbage" ��Associated Press - Garbage hits hallowed 'Bloody Tarawa' beach�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��Associated Press - New London to host United Nations Children's Conference on Environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��The Advocate (Associated Press) - State to host UN Children's Conference on Environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Celebrations" ��The Nassau Guardian  - Consumers reflect on World Environment celebrations� 











*Daily Nation -  Nairobi’s fitting tribute to UN heroes
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