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World Environment Day 

Today, June 5, 2003, the world is supposed to be celebrating World Environment Day as it has regularly done for the last few decades. One wonders, however, what we, as citizens of the world, are celebrating.

The concept of "environment" has evolved since it started to become a global issue in the early 1970s. At first, it was a kind of global admission that the Earth's ecosystems are in fact fragile, and that human beings have been contributing much to its degradation. 

When countries started to join efforts to strike a balance between improving the quality of human life and protecting the environment for the sake of future generations, a new awareness materialized. The social and economic welfare of human beings is closely linked to their environment. Any change in the social and economic fields will have an impact on the earth's environment and vice versa, whether positively or negatively, immediately or eventually. And in many cases, negative results are irreversible. 

Moreover, the linkages are not limited to small communities, or to specific countries. A specific decision in one region or country could adversely affect not only another country or region thousands of miles away, but the whole Planet Earth. 

Thus the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 concluded that the economic, social and environmental concerns are inescapably interlinked in world development. Hence the pledge to eradicate environmental problems, reduce poverty, and foster sustainable development as an integrated global cooperation. One cannot be separated from the others. How far has the world progressed in the last few decades? 

The statistics are not encouraging. 

According to one recent report, by virtually every broad measure, our world is in a state of pervasive ecological decline. Primary tropical forests -- the most diverse ecosystems on the planet -- are disappearing at a rate probably exceeding 140,000 square kilometers per year. About 30 percent of surviving forest is seriously fragmented or otherwise degraded. 

Another statistic shows that the world is in profound geochemical flux. Certain forms of pollution are altering the global chemical cycles that "regulate" key ecosystem processes, contributing among other things to the rapid climate changes that hamper crop harvests in many countries, abnormally inundates other countries, and provoke desertification in still other parts of the globe. 

Our world is also increasingly burdened by the long-term risks associated with toxic chemicals. By a very conservative estimate, global production of hazardous wastes has reached 300 million to 500 million tons per year. The ensuing chemical damage inflicted on the natural world and human bodies is hard to calculate. But evidence is turning up on the pollution of aquifers, the underground water deposits. Aquifers contribute to more than half the volume of lakes and rivers, and are also major sources of irrigation and drinking water. 

Furthermore, increasing numbers of people in our world lack the means to live a decent life. The global population now exceeds 6.2 billion, more than double of what it was in 1950, and it is projected to rise to between 7.9 billion and 10.9 billion by 2050. Most of this increase will occur in the developing world, where nearly 1.2 billion people are surviving on less than the equivalent of $1 a day, much less than the amount of daily subsidies provided for cattle in the rich countries of Europe and North America. 

These questions remain unanswered as yet: How do we protect earth's fragile ecosystems without denying billions of people the chance of a better life? How do we improve the human condition without wrecking the delicate balance that sustains all life on this planet? 

As clearly put forward in the latest edition Vital Signs 2003, published by The Worldwatch Institute in cooperation with UNEP (United Nations Environment Program), the twin goals cannot be achieved as long as humanity remains divided into the extremes of rich and poor. Two different types of environmental destruction result: The wealthy impose the heaviest toll on the planet by their materials-intensive, pollution-laden lifestyles, whereas the poor generally live with some of the worst local environmental conditions, eking out a meager living only by taxing their croplands, forests, and water resources to the limits. Globalization has deepened these disparities. 

The disparities are widening not only among rich and poor countries, they are found as well within individual countries. In Indonesia for example, the richest 20 percent of the population get 41.1 percent of the national income, while the poorest 20 percent are left with only 9.0 percent. 

Indonesia is not a latecomer in this global struggle to find a balance between improving its human condition and protecting its environment. By 1978 Indonesia had included a state minister in charge of the environment in the cabinet. 

The result so far, however, is not encouraging. The state minister remains a state minister, without portfolio, without substantial authority to execute its policies. 

For example, between 1985 through 1998, during Soeharto's regime, the rate of deforestation varied between 1.6 to 1.8 million hectares a year. In the year 2000 alone, Indonesia lost more than 2 million hectares of its natural forests, an area half the size of Switzerland. By 2002, the rate has reached more than 2.4 million hectares. The minister of environment is not provided with proportionate authority to stop or control it. 

It is not surprising that even a provincial governor can stubbornly reject its decree. And Jakarta, in fact the whole country, has nothing to celebrate in this World Environment Day. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Jakarta Post

Water: Billions of people are dying for it 

Moch. N. Kurniawan, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta

Water has unquestionably become the focus of world attention this year. After being named the topic theme for the United Nations International Year, water has been also chosen as the theme for the 2003 World Environment Day (WED), which falls on June 5.

To be precise, the theme given to WED this year is Water -- Two billion people are dying for it! To mark this important day, many countries are holding a number of activities, such as street rallies, bike parades, essay competitions, tree planting and clean-up campaigns. 

But the lucky city chosen to be the host of 2003 WED's worldwide celebrations is Beirut, Lebanon, which will hold several events in coordination with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

At home in Jakarta, the government has also been organizing a series of events, such as a workshop on ensuring the conservation of lakes to help ease the water crisis, an environmental exhibition, a bazaar and tree plantings. 

Activities celebrating the event will climax on June 5 at the National Monument (Monas) in Medan Merdeka Square with the launch of a green campaign for the capital. At the State Palace, President Megawati Soekarnoputri will present environmental awards to cities which have made a valuable contribution to conserving the environment. 

These worldwide activities are just small events to remind everyone that all of us need to safeguard the source of all life on this planet: water. 

The UN report said that about 20 percent of the world's population does not have access to safe drinking water, which most people take for granted. 

Distribution of water throughout the year is also becoming unbalanced and even triggering natural disasters. According to the WorldWatch Institute and UNEP, the rains in 2002 in Kenya displaced more than 150,000 people, while over 800,000 Chinese were affected by the most severe drought that the country has experienced in over a century. 

A report titled Vital Signs 2003 said that land clearing, deforestation and climate change had had the most catastrophic effect on the world's poorest citizens. 

State Minister of the Environment Nabiel Makarim also said on Monday that the 2003 WED theme was relevant with the current condition of the country, in which many people are unable to get clean water. 

For example, he said, Java suffers from a lack of water for four months out of the year, while Kalimantan has also started to experience a decreasing supply of water. 

Ironically, many cities in the country during the rainy season get an abundance of water in the form of floods, a disaster that was never expected to occur, Nabiel added. 

His statement has given us a clear picture of just how serious the water problems are that affect people here as the country's report has also said at least 80 percent of Indonesia's 215 million population do not have access to running water, which is supposed to be safe and clean. 

Therefore, it seems that the country's abundant amount of water, which according to the UN report release in March stands at 13,381 cubic meters per capita per year, means nothing for most of the population. 

In comparison, Singapore, with only 149 cubic meters of water per capita per year, has been able to provide potable water to all of its citizens. 

"We are still failing to manage our water properly," he said. 

Nabiel blamed the bleak picture of the country's water condition mainly on rampant illegal logging, land conversion and pollution. 

He admitted that efforts to curb these illegal activities had been attempted, but illegal logging was the most difficult one to combat. 

"This is terrible. How can we manage our water properly if the country's forests are diminishing?" he asked. 

With illegal logging, which costs the country about Rp 30 trillion (about US$3.5 billion) a year, the government is continuously conducting operations to stop the masterminds behind the crime. 

It has also signed memorandums of understanding with several timber-importing countries in which the latter has agreed not to buy illegal logs from Indonesia. 

Reforestation will also be conducted within three million hectares of degraded land at 21 catchment areas commencing this year and to be continued for the next five, with total funding of about Rp 10 trillion. 

However, illegal logging is still out of control in this country. 

"Give me fresh concrete steps on how to stop illegal logging, but do not propose that we raise our political will. We already have a commitment to maintain the country's forests," he said. 

Several non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including the Indonesian Forum for the Environment (Walhi), demanded the government impose a moratorium on logging to save the forests, but the government disagrees with the idea. 

In managing water, the government is also planning to invite private firms to take on a greater role in providing clean water to people, which is better known as a privatization scheme. 

The government believed that water treatment should be shifted from only the public good to the public and economic good in order to avoid arbitrary water usage and exploitation and to distribute water fairly from water-rich areas to water-poor areas. 

But an NGO alliance led by the Indonesian Forum on Globalization (Infog) criticized the government's plan, saying that privatization of water management would only cause the poor to experience more problems and become more deeply entrapped in poverty. 

Infog said that private companies would always be mainly concerned about profit, therefore only the wealthy and those who could afford to pay would be receiving the service. 

Therefore, the NGO said, the country should address the water problem very carefully, otherwise there could be a time when the children of this nation have to fight one another just to get enough water to survive. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DPA
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NEWS FEATURE: Tough battle for water in Arab world
By Anne-Beatrice Clasmann, dpa Eds: World Environment Day is June 5th

Cairo (dpa) - It is no coincidence that the United Nations Environment Programme chose the Lebanese capital Beirut as the first Arab host of international events marking World Environment Day on June 5.

The focus of Thursday's events is on drinking water. In the Arab world, water can decide on war or peace.

The host country Lebanon knows this from recent experience. Last October, Israeli Premier Ariel Sharon termed the construction of a water pumping station on the Wasani river near the Israeli border a reason to wage war.

Only U.S. intervention prevented the crisis from escalating. In 1960, there were 3,300 cubic metres of water per head in the Mideast region and north Africa. In the 21st century, only 1,200 cubic metres are available as improper use of the available resources and the high population growth have led to a decrease.

The distribution of water has always played a crucial role in negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. Experts say that water consumption byIsraeli and the Jewish settlements, which amounts to more than threefold that of the Palestinians, is preventing economic development in the Palestinian territories.

The state of Israel is also seeking new water sources beyond its borders. The reason is in part an irrigation-intensive agriculture which is not only an important economic sector, but also part of the Zionist state-founding mythos of bringing the desert to bloom.

Last year, an agreement was reached with Turkey to deliver 50 million cubic metres of water from the Mangat river to Israel. A project in aid of the Dead Sea, which faces almost total aridity, was arranged with Jordan. This foresees the construction of a canal from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea.

The example shows the close inter-relation of water and politics in the Mideast. Arab countries rebuked Jordan last year when it presented the project at the environmental summit in Johannesburg. In their eyes, the project amounted to unacceptable cooperation with the Jewish state whose army was killing Palestinians and destroying houses.

The access to water is a security issue and one of the main reasons for thelack of a peace agreement between Syria and Israel.

In 2002, Syria's problems with its neighbours Iraq and Turkey seemed to be almost at an end. Yet, it remains unclear whether the progress achieved among the three countries bordering the Euphrates and Tigris rivers will continue now that the United States has ousted former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. dpa abc pb

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Star (Lebanon)

PRIVATE
Green groups demand more 
Experts gather for global awareness Day 
Helping government protect resources is the mission of a number of UN agencies, which highlight many shortcomings in official policies 
Nada Raad 
Daily Star staff 

Although World Environment Day is celebrated here by Arab ministers meeting to issue new decrees, the young organizing music festivals and municipalities organizing marathons, environmental experts say that protecting the environment needs more work. 
For more than nine years, many UN agencies have been providing expertise and technical support to help the government improve its environmental practices and policies. And although much has been done by both private and public sectors in terms of signing international conventions for the protection of the environment, fighting pollution, issuing laws and raising public awareness, much is left to be done. 
In the absence of a specialized United Nations environment agency in Lebanon, environmental issues are tackled by various UN agencies. 
Sustainable development and productivity division chief of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), Hassan Charif, told The Daily Star that the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is the agency in charge of World Environment Day (WED). 
“We are considered as partners to the UNEP, because we work very closely on environmental issues,” he said. 
The WED theme for 2003 is “water,” and ESCWA water team head Roula Majdalani discussed the water situation in the region. To start with, Majdalani stressed the importance of raising awareness about the region’s scarcity of water. 
“This is not the only problem,” she said, as the region also suffers from poor access to water and poor management, which ultimately affect politics, society and the economy. 
She said this is the case in Palestine also, where residents suffer from an “unequal distribution of water resources.” 
According to Majdalani, the water issue should involve all of society, not only experts. 
“One of the region’s main challenges is in the proper management of water,” she said. 
Majdalani said the public is more aware of the importance of water and that the increase in the number of nongovernmental organizations tackling environmental issues is a good indicator. 
She also said ESCWA was working on shared water issues and conflict prevention. 
“Around 80 percent of water found in the region comes from outside national boundaries and therefore is shared,” she said. 
Accordingly, Majdalani stressed the need to disseminate information and create institutions capable of managing dams and joint projects over shared water courses. 
Charif said “in Lebanon, people usually think we do not suffer from water scarcity and it is time residents realize that Lebanon would be a country short of water within five years.” 
He said unclean water adds to the problem, as underground water sources are not protected from contamination by pesticides and other impurities which seep into the ground. 
Charif also said the government and municipalities are not putting in enough effort for dealing with the water crisis. 
“There are plenty of plans to increase the water resources here, but no plans to protect them,” he said, adding that he hopes the World Environment Day will address these issues. 
ESCWA associate environment officer Amal Abu Rafeh said ESCWA will celebrate World Environment Day on June 5 with an academic seminar on water management and fighting poverty, followed by an exhibition at the Phoenicia Inter-Continental Hotel. 
The United Nations Development Program’s environment program manager, Dima Khatib, said the UNDP, one of the UN agencies that also tackles environmental issues here, started handling environmental issues in 1994 because the Environment Ministry only began operating in 1993. 
Khatib confirmed that although no environmental problem has been completely solved by the government, concerned parties have succeeded in improving the sector in a short period of time and placing it high on the national agenda. 
“We help them get the right expertise,” Khatib said, explaining that the UNDP provides technical support to implement projects. 
According to Khatib, a decrease in the amount of pollution and a better environment do not happen in days, “it needs time and much work.” 
She said that many international treaties were signed by Lebanon in the past decade, such as the Climate Change Convention, the Montreal Protocol and the UN Convention to Combat Desertification. 
“The UNDP tries to help the government comply with all its obligations to international conventions and tries to involve local expertise,” she said. 
Khatib said if residents are not convinced of the projects’ importance, then it will be meaningless to go ahead with them. 
She referred to nature reserves as an example, saying that “10 years ago, people here were not aware of the importance of nature reserves and therefore did not care about them.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

June 5, 2003 Thursday 8:01 PM Eastern Time 

Greens glum as World Environment Day heads for 30th anniversary 

PARIS, June 5 

Ecologists sounded a note of dismay on Wednesday on the eve of the 30th United Nations World

      Environment Day, an annual event aimed at boosting awareness about the planet's deteriorating health. 

      Diminishing biodiversity, global warming, depleted fishstocks, shrinking supplies of unsullied freshwater, the  plundering of virgin tropical forests -- all head a long list of problems that campaigners said should be

      urgently tackled. 

      "International efforts to save biodiversity fall woefully short of what is needed," Sebastien Moncorps,

      director of the French committee of the Geneva-based World Conservation Union (IUCN), told AFP. In its

      latest update on species numbers, the IUCN said the world was faced with a "major extinction crisis", mainly due to the disappearance of endangered species' habitat. 

      One mammal species in four and every reptile and amphibian species in three are threatened with being

      wiped out. In all, 5,500 animal species and 34,000 species of flora are considered at risk. 

      As for global warming, environmentalists complained the world was now losing its will to deal with what

      climate scientists say is the biggest man-made threat to human life. 

      "There now seems to be a widening gap between political declaration and the work on the ground,"

      commented Kaj Barlund, director of the environment and human settlements division at the UN Economic

      Commission for Europe (UNECE). 

      "If this gap cannot be narrowed swiftly, there is little hope of seeing the Kyoto (Protocol) targets met. In

      that case, climate change will accelerate rather than slow down." 

      Proof of this, said Greenpeace, was the fact that all controversial environment issues were either absent or

      diluted to nothingness at the Group of Eight (G8) summit in Evian this week. 

      Two years ago, the European Union led a drive to save the Kyoto Protocol -- a United Nations pact which

      commits industrialised signatories to cutting emissions of greenhouse gases, that invisible pollution from

      burning oil, gas and coal which traps solar energy and has the potential to alter the world's climate system. 

      The EU's salvage operation was triggered by US President George W. Bush's decision to abandon Kyoto on the grounds that it was too costly for the United States' oil-dependent economy and unfair because it did

      not require fast-growing emerging nations to make any cuts. 

      Since then, Kyoto has entered a state of limbo. It still requires ratification by Russia to push it over a

      threshold so that it becomes an international treaty. 

      But Russia is dragging its feet over this, apparently upset that the financial windfall that it was expecting

      under Kyoto's carbon-trading market will be much smaller than expected because of the US pullout. 

      Worse, according to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), greenhouse gas pollution by developing countries, after stabilising during the 1990s, is likely to grow by 17 percent from 2000 to  2010. 

      World Environment Day on Thursday changes venue and theme each year. 

      This year's host city is Beirut and the issue is the looming crisis over freshwater, particularly aquifers -- the

      underground reservoirs that are fast being run down by over-exploitation. 

      ATTENTION - EMBARGOED MATERIAL FOLLOWS, RELEASABLE 0001 GMT THURSDAY 

      These vital supplies are under increasing stress and strain, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN

      Environment Programme (UNEP), warned. 

      "Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on some of these

      hidden stores," he said, ushering in a UNEP report on the state of the planet's "natural underground

      reservoirs". 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Radio

World's Groundwater Supply Under Threat: UNEP 

The UN Environment Programme has charged that pollution and overuse of hidden underground water supplies threaten global health and development. The agency said governments often had little understanding of the social, economic and health risks of sucking their groundwater dry.
In a report on the eve of World Environment Day, Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said that across the globe ground water is being depleted by the demands of mega-cities and agriculture, while fertilizer run-off and pollution are threatening water quality and public health. 

Water is the theme of this year's Environment Day to be observed Thursday.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Trickling away ... a life and death  commodity 

UN warns that underground supplies of water, crucial to billions,  are remorselessly decreasing 

Tim Radford, science editor

Thursday June 5, 2003

Groundwater, the unseen source of life for two billion people, is diminishing  almost everywhere in the world, according to a study published today by the UN Environment Programme (Unep). 

So much water has been pumped from beneath Mexico City that buildings have in some places sunk two metres. The water table under the high plains in the American Midwest has fallen on average by three metres a decade and up to 30 metres in some places. So much has been extracted from southern Florida that the aquifers are at risk of flooding by sea water. 

Paradoxically, some cities in the Arabian Gulf have become waterlogged because of leaking pipes from coastal desalination plants. 

Twelve cities of more than 10 million people - including Bangkok, Shanghai, London and Calcutta - rely on underground water reserves. 

"Some two billion people and as much as 40% of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of Unep.  "Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Most of the world's liquid freshwaters are                                    found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground." 

The world population has more than doubled in the past 60 years; water is used heavily by both industry and agriculture. 

The report, published to mark World Environment Day today, warns that in rural India, 50% of irrigation water and 80 % of drinking water comes from underground, through three million hand-pumped wells. 

Around 96% of Saudi Arabia's water and 69% of Bangladesh's comes from below ground. 

There are 1,300 boreholes tapping water below Dhaka, the Bangladeshi capital, and in some areas the water table has fallen by 40 metres. 

Some 450m people in 29 countries live with chronic water shortages. One person in six cannot rely on safe drinking water. 

More than 2bn people have no adequate sanitation. Water-borne diseases kill a child every eight seconds, and are behind 80% of all illness and death in the developing world. 

Most of all, water means food. It takes 1,000 tonnes of water to grow a tonne of wheat; 2000 tonnes to produce a tonne of rice. The worry is that the people most at risk - small farmers in poor rural districts - will be the first to suffer as wells dry and water tables sink. 

"We need to learn how to value water," said Kofi Annan, UN secretary general."While in some instances, that may mean making users pay a realistic price, it  must never mean depriving already marginalised people of this resource. It is one of the crueller ironies of today's world water situation that those with the lowest income generally pay the most for their water." 

Underground water once fed the fountains in Trafalgar Square: for decades, the fountains have been provided by pumps. But ironically, as heavy industry has closed down, water levels below London have begun to rise. Other nations face a future with that sinking feeling. 

"Some of the most spectacular Spanish buildings in Mexico City have suffered from subsidence," said John Chilton of the British Geological Survey, one of the report's co-authors. 

"Some of the oases in central Jordan are threatened because extraction of groundwater far up the system is diminishing ground water discharge to oases  and wetlands."

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

U.N. says world's groundwater supply under threat 

PRIVATE
Wed Jun 4, 2:13 PM ET


LONDON (Reuters) - Pollution and overuse of hidden underground water supplies threaten global health and development, the United Nations (news - web sites) said on Wednesday. 

PRIVATE



The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said governments often had little understanding of the social, economic and health risks of sucking their groundwater dry. 

"Across the globe, groundwater is being depleted by the demands of megacities and agriculture, while fertiliser run-off and pollution are threatening water quality and public health," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer wrote in the foreword to the report, issued on the eve of World Environment Day. 

Water is the theme of this year's Environment Day, under the U.N. slogan "Water: Two Billion People Are Dying for It!". The United Nations says 80 percent of all deaths from illness in the developing world are caused by lack of access to safe water. 

Britain's Environment Agency head Barbara Young, who unveiled the report in London on Wednesday, said governments that keep an eye on rivers and lakes need to pay more attention to the "invisible resource" of water under the ground. 

"This isn't just something that's kind of down there and out of sight. This is something that can come up and bite them on the bum," she told reporters. 

Depletion of groundwater is a problem in rich countries as well as poor ones. Water levels have been falling by about a metre a year in the arid southern U.S. state of Arizona, where aquifers are depleted about twice as fast as water is replaced. 

But the effects are worst felt in poor countries, where there are few other options when village wells run dry. 

"It tends to hit small farmers before it hits big farmers or municipal water supplies," said John Chilton, Principal Hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey, which drew up the report on behalf of UNEP. 

"If the well goes dry two years in three instead of one year in five -- because water is the primary resource of farmers they know that resource well." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

XINHUA NEWS AGENCY.

June 5, 2003, Thursday

UNEP urges for action to better manage groundwater

Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs need to be better managed, the Nairobi- based United

      Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said Thursday in a environmental report.

      The report, released Thursday to commemorate the World Environment Day (WED), said that many of the

      world's groundwaters, upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, are under

      increasing stress and strain.

      The report paints a worrying picture of the critical, hidden, natural resources as growing and thirsty cities,

      industries and agriculture take their toll. 

      It cites cases from across the world to highlight the global threat while also outlining a range of options to

      help secure and conserve supplies.

      In Arizona, the United States, 400 million cubic meters of groundwater is being removed annually which is

      about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall.

      In Spain, more than half of the nearly 100 aquifers are over- exploited.

      Meanwhile, ironically, some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of

      flooding, known as waterlogging, because of a heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast

      which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground, the report said.

      "This report will have particular resonance in a region where it is estimated that in some areas over 90

      percent of the population could be suffering severe water stress by 2032," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP

      executive director.

      "This report is both cause for hope and concern. It shows that many underground supplies are proving quite

      resilient to chemical and other kinds of pollutants because slow passage through the rocks above them helps

      reduce or even eliminate health-hazardous substances before they reach supplies," the executive director

      added.

      Toepfer said that the past 50 years had been marked by dramatic increases in the use of ground waters as

      populations have grown, demand for food has climbed and industrialization has expanded in the developed

      and into the developing world.

      "If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry

      and often action taken. I hope that this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and

      economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies," he said.

      "Hopefully its findings will ensure that underground water supplies are no longer 'out of sight and thus out of

      mind,' but quite rightly conserved for current and future generations," Toepfer concluded.

      The WED, observed every year on June 5, is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations

      (UN) stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action.

      The WED was established by the UN General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of Stockholm Conference

      on the Human Environment. Another resolution adopted by the General Assembly on the same occasion led

      to the creation of UNEP.

      The theme of this year's WED, "Water--Two Billion People are Dying for It," has been chosen to support the

      UN International Year of Freshwater, 2003 and the World Water Day, UNEP said.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

CBS NEWS

World's Water Supplies Threatened
LONDON, June 4, 2003


Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs are diminishing rapidly, threatening the drinking water of millions of people and compounding the ravaging effects of drought and famine, the United Nations warned Wednesday. 

Across Africa, Asia, Central and South America, groundwater levels are dropping as much as 10 feet a year, largely due to intensive irrigation, the U.N. Environment Program said in a report released in London. 

As aquifers subside, sea water seeps into the water table in coastal areas, making the water undrinkable, co-author John Chilton told reporters. The problem is causing the ground to sink in major cities, including Mexico City and Bangkok, and will force small farmers out of business, he said. 

“What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking. We need to learn how to value water,” said U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan in a statement ahead of World Environment Day on Thursday. 

The report, “Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation,” said water tables were falling most rapidly in South Asia, Mexico and in semiarid countries where agriculture relies heavily on irrigation. 

“Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores. Groundwater also supplements river flow, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife,” the executive director of UNEP, Klaus Toepfer, said in a statement. 

“If a lake, reservoir or river becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken. I hope that this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies.” 

Chilton, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey, said that while groundwater was diminishing across India, for example, it was rising in the capital of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh. 

He said water pumped from coastal desalination plants was leaking from pipes and storage tanks and seeping into the water table, causing it to rise by up to 16 inches a year and flooding basements. 

The United Nations called on governments to curb the use of groundwater through regulation. Worldwide action was needed to ensure that countries relying on irrigation diversify away from water hungry crops, the report added. 
________________________________________________________________________________

The Scotsman

PRIVATE
Underground Reservoirs ‘Under Threat’ 

By Emma Britton, PA News 


Drinking water supplies to two billion people worldwide are under threat, the United Nations warned today.

Many of the world’s natural underground reservoirs are diminishing rapidly and action is needed to conserve them for future generations.

Across Africa, Asia, Central and South America, groundwater levels have fallen by an average of 3m (10ft) in recent years.

A report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) launched in London today and at World Environment Day celebrations in Lebanon tomorrow, said the reserves were under strain largely due to intensive irrigation.

As the hidden underground reservoirs decline, the fresh water becomes contaminated by sea water seeping in to replace the loss.

The report, Groundwater And Its Susceptibility To Degradation, said the problem was also causing subsidence in centres including Mexico City.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director, said: “Some two billion people and as much as 40% of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores.

“Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife.

“Indeed most of the world’s liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground.”

He added: “If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken.

“I hope this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies.

“Hopefully its findings will ensure that underground water supplies are no longer out of sight and out of mind, but quite rightly conserved for current and future generations.”

The UNEP report was compiled with the British Geological Survey.

Brian Morris, principal hydrogeologist at the Survey, said: “The difficulty with managing groundwaters lies in the fact they are often easy and relatively cheap to tap for large numbers of users.

“It is vital we give groundwaters value like any other scarce resource.”
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Business Day

U.N.: World's Water Supplies Under Threat

LONDON -- Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs are diminishing rapidly, threatening the drinking water of millions of people and compounding the ravaging effects of drought and famine, the United Nations warned Wednesday. 

Across Africa, Asia, Central and South America, groundwater levels are dropping as much as 10 feet a year, largely due to intensive irrigation, the U.N. Environment Program said in a report released in London. 

As aquifers subside, sea water seeps into the water table in coastal areas, making the water undrinkable, co-author John Chilton told reporters. The problem is causing the ground to sink in major cities, including Mexico City and Bangkok, and will force small farmers out of business, he said. 

"What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking. We need to learn how to value water," said U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan in a statement ahead of World Environment Day on Thursday. 

The report, "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation," said water tables were falling most rapidly in South Asia, Mexico and in semiarid countries where agriculture relies heavily on irrigation. 

"Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores. Groundwater also supplements river flow, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife," the executive director of UNEP, Klaus Toepfer, said in a statement. 

"If a lake, reservoir or river becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken. I hope that this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies." 

Chilton, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey, said that while groundwater was diminishing across India, for example, it was rising in the capital of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh. 

He said water pumped from coastal desalination plants was leaking from pipes and storage tanks and seeping into the water table, causing it to rise by up to 16 inches a year and flooding basements. 

The United Nations called on governments to curb the use of groundwater through regulation. Worldwide action was needed to ensure that countries relying on irrigation diversify away from water hungry crops, the report added. 
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Associated Press

World's water supplies threatened: U.N.
By ED JOHNSON - Associated Press
Anderson submits environmental plan Port Colborne residents protest Inco over alleged contamination of their air Residents protest Inco 

LONDON (AP) -- Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs are diminishing rapidly, threatening the drinking water of millions of people and compounding the ravaging effects of drought and famine, the United Nations warned Wednesday. 

Across Africa, Asia, Central and South America, groundwater levels are dropping as much as 10 feet a year, largely due to intensive irrigation, the U.N. Environment Program said in a report released in London. 

As aquifers subside, sea water seeps into the water table in coastal areas, making the water undrinkable, co-author John Chilton told reporters. The problem is causing the ground to sink in major cities, including Mexico City and Bangkok, and will force small farmers out of business, he said. 

"What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking. We need to learn how to value water," said U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan in a statement ahead of World Environment Day on Thursday. 

The report, "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation," said water tables were falling most rapidly in South Asia, Mexico and in semiarid countries where agriculture relies heavily on irrigation. 

"Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores. Groundwater also supplements river flow, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife," the executive director of UNEP, Klaus Toepfer, said in a statement. 

"If a lake, reservoir or river becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken. I hope that this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies." 

Chilton, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey, said that while groundwater was diminishing across India, for example, it was rising in the capital of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh. 

He said water pumped from coastal desalination plants was leaking from pipes and storage tanks and seeping into the water table, causing it to rise by up to 16 inches a year and flooding basements. 

The United Nations called on governments to curb the use of groundwater through regulation. Worldwide action was needed to ensure that countries relying on irrigation diversify away from water hungry crops, the report added. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ Accra Mail (Ghana) - AAGM 

June 4, 2003 

UNEP promotes environmentally friendly lifestyles 

      In a bid to promote sustainable consumption and production, the United Nations Environment

      Programme (UNEP) has announced that it is working on a new partnership with the fashion industry to

      send ecologically friendly messages to consumers. 

      "Consumers, especially the young, are often confronted with the seemingly contradictory choice of wanting  to help the planet and the hedonistic desire to buy the latest 'must-have' brands," UNEP Executive Director  Klaus Toepfer said in Brussels at the opening of the European Commission's Green Week. "By working withthe retail and fashion industry, we can help change attitudes towards consumption, and ultimately people's actions." 

      A growing number of professionals in the fashion and retail business are indeed responding to a latent public demand for ethical and green products and hence UNEP's "Shopping for a Better World" initiative in support of these efforts and as part of ongoing efforts to promote "cool" green lifestyles, the agency said. 

      Mr. Toepfer said UNEP is working with partners in the fashion industry in order to show how sustainable

      lifestyles can be fashionable. "What can be more modern, more fashionable, than caring about our planet,"

      he stated. "On the one hand, the retail sector can influence suppliers to produce in a more sustainable

      manner - raising questions of resource and energy use for example," Mr. Toepfer said. "On the other hand,

      the sector is in a unique position to help the public to adopt more environmentally friendly lifestyles and

      purchasing habits by providing customers with an appropriate choice." _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA)

June 5, 2003, Thursday

A bid to make 'green' fashionable

      BYLINE: By Susan Llewelyn Leach

      'Chic" may not be the first word that comes to mind when thinking of the United Nations' hulking

      bureaucracy. But that's the thrust behind a new UN program to promote things green - lifestyles that

      preserve rather than pirate the environment. 

      As part of that effort, the UN's Environmental Program announced this week it's working on a new

      initiative called "shopping for a better world." Though that sounds uncannily like the Bush administration's

      encouragement to spend our way out of a slump, Klaus Topfer, the UNEP's executive director, says, "What

      can be more modern, more fashionable than caring about our planet?"

      And some hip fashion retailers have signed on to the idea. On lucire.com, a cutting-edge clothing website, a photo of an owl-eyed model with only a hint of clothing sits next to a UNEP Fashion Industry Partner

      symbol. Click on the symbol and you leap back into UN territory.

      A site called youthxchange.com, jointly run by the UNEP and UNESCO, picks up on teen lingo to encourage saving the planet: "You dump, it lumps," says one catch phrase, and the site offers a ghastly example: the Fresh Kills landfill, serving New York City, which overtook the Great Wall of China in 1991 as the world's largest manmade structure.

      Our cover story today examines America's shores and oceans, which are looking a little trashy themselves.

      The ocean has long been viewed as an enormous sinkhole for an endless flow of waste. But our watery

      garbage dump seems to be getting clogged. Public awareness, like a huge ocean liner, is very slowly turning  toward recognizing the need to protect and preserve.

E-mail: leachs(at)csmonitor.com

_________________________________________________________________________________________
PANA 

UNEP uses fashion in 'Cool' Environment Campaign 

June 4, 2003 5:18am 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - From the cat-walk to the consumer, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has taken on the world's leading fashion designers and retail giants in its ongoing efforts to promote "cool" green lifestyles.

UNEP said in media statement Tuesday that a growing number of professionals in the fashion industry, whether it is the high-end labels of Prada or Versace or the high-street brands of Carrefour, Monoprix and Marks and Spencer, are responding to the latent public demand for ethical and green products.

In its new initiative, dubbed "shopping for a better world", which aims to influence the $7 trillion global retail industry, UNEP is developing new partnerships with people from the fashion world and hopes to bring environmental messages to a new and increasingly influential audience.

"Consumers, especially the young, are often confronted with the seemingly contradictory choice of wanting to help the planet and the hedonistic desire to buy the latest 'must-have' brands," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told participants Monday at the European Commission's Green Week in Brussels.

"But, what can be more modern, more fashionable, than caring about our planet," he wondered, adding, "by working with the retail and fashion industry we can help change attitudes towards consumption, and ultimately people's actions."

"We are also starting to work with partners in the fashion industry, in order to show how sustainable life-styles can be fashionable and 'cool' as young people might say."

As the link between manufacturers and consumers, UNEP believes the retail sector is particularly well placed to help put some aspects of the "cool" green lifestyle initiative into practice.

"On the one hand, the retail sector can influence suppliers to produce in a more sustainable manner -- raising questions of resource and energy use for example," Toepfer cited.

"On the other hand, the sector is in a unique position to help the public to adopt more environmentally-friendly lifestyles and purchasing habits by providing customers with an appropriate choice."

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN

Upcoming Reports Link Human Well-being and Nature 


From World Resources InstituteThursday, June 05, 2003WASHINGTON, DC, June 5, 2003 - The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) - the most extensive study ever of the linkages between the world's ecosystems and human well-being - will begin publishing its results starting September this year. 

The assessment, which was launched by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan in 2001, will publish a series of four in-depth reports and up to seven shorter studies intended for decision-makers in government, the private sector, and civil society groups. The studies, to be released over two years, will be published by the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment through Island Press. All the findings will also be available through the MA's website, www.millenniumassessment.org.

The first study, "Ecosystems and Human Well-being: A Framework for Assessment", published in September this year, will provide an outline of the approaches, processes, and parameters the scientists are using in the study. 

The other volumes will report on the conditions of Earth's ecosystems, describe plausible scenarios of ecosystem change and human well-being, and provide examples of responses to ecosystem changes. Another volume will look at how these three topics are treated at a variety of scales from villages to regional watersheds in different assessments being undertaken around the world as part of the MA. Five additional reports will address biodiversity, desertification, wetlands, and the importance of ecosystems for human well-being, and the private sector. 

"Human actions are making vast changes in the ecosystems that support life on Earth, threatening the ability of these ecosystems to meet our growing needs for goods and services" said Dr. A. H. Zakri, co-chair of the MA board. "These reports will help us make informed choices in the sustainable use of these ecosystems."

Some 500 scientists from 70 countries are working on these reports, and hundreds more will provide expert review of the assessment. Dozens of institutions throughout the world are contributing their expertise and supporting an on-going dialogue between the scientists and decision makers.

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA), is a 4-year, $21 million project. It was designed by a partnership of UN agencies, international scientific organizations, and development agencies, with guidance from private sector and civil society groups. Major funding is provided by the Global Environment Facility, the United Nations Foundation, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the World Bank. The MA Secretariat is coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Prior to the MA's launch in June 2001, a study undertaken by the World Resources Institute (WRI) and many other partners - the Pilot Analysis of Global Ecosystems (PAGE) - demonstrated the feasibility of the MA. The results were published in a five-volume series in 2000 (http://www.wri.org/wr2000/page.html). The pilot studies indicated that in many regions of the world, the capacity of ecosystems to meet human needs for food and clean water is being diminished. Also, threats to biodiversity and human health are growing, and vulnerability to environmental disasters such as floods and landslides is increasing. The MA will build upon these pilot reports, show what is known about ecosystems, and highlight uncertainties and areas where additional research is needed. 

The MA has been recognized by governments as a mechanism to meet part of the assessment needs of four international environmental treaties - the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, and the Convention on Migratory Species. Twenty-two of the world's leading scientific bodies, including the Royal Society of the UK and the Third World Academy of Sciences, have pledged to ensure the quality of the reports and assist in its outreach to policy-makers. 

The MA's work is overseen by a 45-member board, chaired by Dr. Robert Watson, chief scientist of the World Bank, and Dr. A. H. Zakri, director of the United Nations University's Institute of Advanced Studies. The Assessment Panel, which oversees the technical work of the MA, includes 13 of the world's leading social and natural scientists. It is co-chaired by Angela Cropper of the Cropper Foundation, and Dr. Harold Mooney of Stanford University. 


The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment is sponsored by: Global Environment Facility (GEF), United Nations Foundation (UNF), David and Lucile Packard Foundation, The World Bank. Additional Support: Asia Pacific Network for Global Change Research, Christensen Fund, Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO), Ford Foundation, Government of Norway, International Council for Science (ICSU), Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Rockefeller Foundation, Swedish International Biodiversity Programme, UN Development Programme (UNDP), UN Environment Programme (UNEP), United Kingdom Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), US National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), World Health Organization (WHO). Generous in-kind support for the MA has been provided by UNDP, FAO, WHO, United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), WorldFish Center, Government of China, Government of Germany, Japan Ministry of Environment, Asia Pacific Environmental Innovation Strategy Project (APEIS), World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), Stockholm University, Government of India, Tropical Resources Ecology Program (TREP) of the University of Zimbabwe, Department of Environment and Natural Resources of the Philippines, Coast Information Team of British Columbia, Canada, and a large number of institutions that have supported staff time and travel. (A complete list of donors is available at http://www.millenniumassessment.org.) Collaborators: Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Convention to Combat Desertification (CCD), Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), FAO, GEF, Institute of Economic Growth, International Council for Science (ICSU), Meridian Institute, National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar), Scientific Committee on Problems of the Environment (SCOPE), Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, United Nations University (UNU), UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), UNF, WHO, World Bank, World Conservation Union (IUCN), World Resources Institute (WRI), WorldFish Center,. Additional Support for the Exploratory Phase: The Avina Group, Swedish International Development Authority (SIDA), Summit Foundation, US Agency for International Development, Wallace Global Fund.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters - Rich nations to emit more greenhouse gases - UN
BERLIN - Industrialised countries will increase their emissions of the gases blamed for global warming by 10 percent this decade, a U.N.  report said. 

  The predicted rise comes despite international efforts to tackle greenhouse gas emissions and follows the near stabilisation of emissions  in the 1990s. 

  "These findings clearly demonstrate that stronger and more creative policies will be needed," said Joke Waller-Hunt, executive secretary  of the U.N. climate change convention. 

  She said nations needed to increase development of climate-friendly technologies and persuade businesses, local governments and  citizens of the need to cut emissions of energy-related gases such as carbon dioxide (CO2). 

  Many scientists say greenhouse gases could cause global warming resulting in more destructive weather systems and rising ocean levels.

  The report said the most industrialised countries of Western Europe, North America and Japan were likely to see their greenhouse  emissions rise by 17 percent from 2000 to 2010. 

  The nations of central and eastern Europe would likely see increases after a 37 percent tail-off in the 1990s. That fall, largely due to the  Soviet Union's economic collapse, enabled developed countries as a whole to register a three percent drop in emissions from 1990 to 2000. 

  Industrialised countries, with 20 percent of the global population, account for 60 percent of annual emissions of CO2. 

  The results are to be discussed at a 10-day summit starting yesterday which will prepare for the next world climate summit in Milan in  December. 

  The report said the 1997 U.N. Kyoto Protocol was, however, already shaping climate policy. The protocol, which has not yet come into  force, aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions from the developed world by 2012 to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels. 

  The United States, the world's biggest air polluter, has refused to ratify the treaty. 

  To become binding, the Kyoto pact must be approved by states accounting for at least 55 percent of the industrialised world's 1990  greenhouse gas emissions. Russia's expected ratification this year would meet push the percentage to about 60 percent. 

__________________________________________________________________________________


News From ROE

Meeting of the Joint Council of MNR on cooperation with public and Public Ecological Council

Moscow, 2 June.  During the above meeting Mr. V. Artukhov, Deputy Minister on Natural Resources of Russia, stated that there is no contradiction between  economic development and environment protection.  People should understand that development and use of environmentally clean technologies, investment into environmentally clean production have not only social consequences but they will help to produce competitive goods and integrate Russia into world economic system.  The Deputy Minister also informed participants of the meeting about measures to improve control on implementation environmental legislation.  The Ministry, he said, is also paying a special attention to its cooperation with public since it is one of the important components of environment protection system.  This meeting was held on the eve of the meeting of the State Council of Russian Federation supposed to discuss the state of environment in Russia.  (State Council is a consultative body assisting the President of Russian Federation)  (The date of the meeting of the State Council is not precised - ek)

http://www.mnr.gov.ru/index.pho?1+&fact=news&id=1574
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Annan hails impetus of Aqaba summit for Middle East peace

*
UN-backed Sierra Leone court indicts Liberian President Charles Taylor

*
In strong message, Annan urges Liberian talks to seek peace and end suffering

*
Ceasefire to end bloodshed ‘most burning issue’ for people of Liberia – Annan


*
UN official calls for international backing of political process in DR of Congo

*
Security Council mission to Central Africa to seek ‘solid political process’

*
Annan names Bangladeshi general to lead UN military liaisons in Côte d’Ivoire

*
With UN to phase out Oil-for-Food, Annan urges coalition to ensure Iraq supplies

*
Grenades, guns, death threats all in an Iraqi doctor’s day of work, says WHO

*
UN health agency reports first day with no SARS death in nearly 10 weeks

*
Kosovo: Serb family’s murder is heinous crime against multi-ethnic society – UN


*
WHO helping Sri Lanka prevent disease outbreak after severe floods 


*
Despite striking successes Asia-Pacific region faces huge social challenges – UN


*
UN agency’s food convoys arrive in Namibia to aid flood victims

*
Timor-Leste faces 14,000-ton food deficit, UN agencies report

* * * *

Middle East: Secretary-General


4 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed statements by the Israeli and Palestinian Prime Ministers at a Middle Eastern summit today as opening the way to implement the Road Map peace plan, and he called on both sides to take “immediate steps” to maintain the momentum generated by the meeting.


“The Secretary-General warmly welcomes the impetus given to the renewed Middle East peace process by today’s summit meeting in Aqaba initiated by [US] President George W. Bush and hosted by King Abdullah of Jordan,” a UN spokesman said in a statement.


“He believes that the statements by Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas open the way for both parties to implement the Quartet’s Road Map,” the statement added, referring to the plan drawn up by the UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation for peace based on Israeli and Palestinian states living side by side and achieved through reciprocal, parallel steps by 2005.


Mr. Annan pledged his continued efforts “to assist the parties in arriving at a just, lasting and comprehensive peace,” the statement said. “He calls on them to take immediate steps as outlined in the Road Map to maintain the momentum generated by President Bush’s important initiative.”

* * *

Sierra Leone

4 June – A United Nations-backed court in Sierra Leone announced today that it has indicted Liberian President Charles Taylor for war crimes and issued an international warrant for his arrest.

“My Office was given an international mandate by the United Nations and the Republic of Sierra Leone to follow the evidence impartially wherever it leads. It has led us unequivocally to Taylor,” David Crane, the Court’s Chief Prosecutor, said in making public the indictment.

Mr. Taylor is charged with “bearing the greatest responsibility” for war crimes, crimes against humanity and serious violations of international humanitarian law” in Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996, at the height of that country’s brutal 10-year civil war. Mr. Crane said the indictment had been judicially approved on 7 March but had been sealed, on his request, until now.

Reacting to the announcement, Betrand Ramcharan, the Acting UN High Commissioner or Human Rights, expressed solidarity with the Chief Prosecutor and support for the Special Court. In a statement, he recalled the aspirations of the people of Sierra Leone and Liberia for peace and reconciliation, and appealed to all concerned – particularly the Liberian leadership – to act with calm and wisdom and to uphold international human rights and humanitarian law.

The Special Court’s announcement came with Mr. Taylor in neighbouring Ghana, where peace talks with rebels are underway. A warrant for his arrest has been served on the Ghanaian authorities and sent to Interpol, Mr. Crane said.

The Prosecutor, who said the announcement was timed so attendees at the peace talks would know they are dealing with an indicted war criminal, stressed that the negotiations should still go forward, but must not include Mr. Taylor. “The evidence upon which this indictment was approved raises serious questions about Taylor’s suitability to be a guarantor of any deal, let alone a peace agreement,” he said.

By making the indictment public at this time, Mr. Crane said, he intended to send a “clear message” to all factions fighting in Liberia that they must respect international law – commanders are under international obligation to prevent their members from committing crimes against humanity.

Citing relevant UN Security Council resolutions, he called on all nations to reinforce their commitments to international peace and security and “to take decisive action to ensure that Taylor is brought to justice.”

In March, the Court also indicted Sam Bockarie and another rebel leader, Johnny Paul Koroma, for alleged atrocities – ranging from murder and sexual slavery to forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers. Both were connected with President Taylor and the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF). The alleged body of Mr. Bockarie, who was killed last month in Liberia, has been turned over to the tribunal for positive identification, while Mr. Koroma remains at large, purportedly holed up in a small Liberian village.

The Special Court, created through an international agreement between the United Nations and Sierra Leone, is mandated to try those who bear “the greatest responsibility” for atrocities committed during the country’s civil war.

* * *

Liberia

4 June – As Liberians gathered in Ghana today for the start of peace talks, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan sent a strong message to the meeting that the first step forward, for all parties, is agreement on a binding ceasefire to end the violence.

In a message delivered to the Liberian Peace Conference in Accra by Abou Moussa, his Representative in Liberia, the Secretary-General stressed that a ceasefire would not only alleviate the suffering of the people but would create a favourable environment for negotiating a solution to the country’s multiple challenges. “Indeed,” he said, “the events of recent years have demonstrated the high cost and utter futility of the military option.”

The Secretary-General stressed that lasting peace could not be imposed from the outside and that “Liberian leaders must demonstrate a genuine and concrete readiness to restore peace and stability to their country. It is they who must uphold this responsibility, make the compromises and difficult choices needed for peace, and respond to the overwhelming pleas of the Liberian people for peace. I hope they will take full advantage of the window of opportunity offered by this gathering.”

The Presidents of Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa and Liberia also addressed the gathering, which was sponsored by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Presidents Laurent Gbagbo of Côte d’Ivoire and Ahmad Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Leone were also present. The gathering also included ECOWAS Executive Secretary Mohamed Ibn Chambas, the International Contact Group on Liberia, and representatives of Liberian political parties, civil society organizations and the rebel movement Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD).

Outlining the costs of the Liberian conflict to the nation and the sub-region, the ECOWAS Chairman, President John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana, said, “It is imperative that the conflict must be stopped and peace restored.” Noting that “no one can bring peace to Liberia but the Liberian people themselves,” he appealed to Liberian President Charles Taylor and leaders of the various parties “to look resolutely ahead into the future…[and] override their individual and selfish desires and ambitions.”

In his address, President Taylor offered to “remove himself from the process that would continue to perpetuate this crisis…[as] it has become apparent that some people believe that President Taylor is the problem.” It is important for a process to be put into place, he said, that would permit a smooth transition from war to peace.

The talks will shift tomorrow to Akosombo, a town approximately 100 kilometres from Accra, and are expected to last for at least two weeks.

* * *

Liberia

4 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his latest report on the dire situation in Liberia that clearly the single most burning issue, on which Liberians all agree, is the need for a binding ceasefire to stop the bloodshed and facilitate a peaceful resolution of the conflict in that country.

The report, released to the Security Council today, is the second in the series of the Secretary-General’s three-month updates on the situation in Liberia, dominated most recently by the insurgency mounted by the rebel Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD).

While he reports that LURD has apparently consolidated its grip on large areas within the country – the fierce clashes with Government forces sending thousand fleeing from their homes – the situation has been made worse by the emergence of an apparent LURD splinter faction, known as the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL). That new group has now reportedly gained ground in several southeastern counties.

“The deteriorating security situation has resulted in widespread violations and abuses of international human rights and humanitarian law by all parties,” Mr. Annan writes, citing credible reports of extrajudicial killings, torture, rape, abductions, mutilations and forced recruitment of child soldiers and displaced persons. “The humanitarian community is concerned that government security forces are increasingly unequipped to offer protection to civilians,” he adds.

Importantly, however, the Government and LURD have now agreed to hold direct talks and both have pledged to cooperate with the mediator representing the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The Liberian parties have also agreed that upon signing a ceasefire agreement, an international force should be deployed to monitor compliance by the parties. The mandate of that force is expected to be determined during peace talks currently underway in Accra, Ghana.

“It is therefore imperative to encourage the warring parties to end fighting immediately and to give serious thought to the idea of deploying a mechanism to monitor such a ceasefire once it is declared,” Mr. Annan says. Further, there is a need to warn the various parties that violations of human rights must end, and that those who violate international humanitarian law will be prosecuted.

As to elections, the Secretary-General acknowledges that the ongoing war, the legal and constitutional impediment, the lack of funds and the absence of structural reforms areas hardly conducive to efforts to hold the planned ballot.

* * *

DR of Congo

4 June – Praising the relatively small and severely overmatched United Nations military force on the ground in war-torn Bunia, a senior UN official said today that the stand those troops had made against violent militia was a challenge to the international community to spare no effort to help end the atrocities being committed throughout the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

Just returned from Bunia, which he described as “now a bit of a ghost town,” Jean-Marie Guéhenno, Under-Secretary-General for UN Peacekeeping Operations, told a press briefing that the “impressive” efforts of the UN peacekeepers – chiefly from Uruguay – had changed the way the international community looks at the DRC.

“Suddenly people realize that the horrors that are occurring in the Congo must end,” he said. “That stand that has been taken in Bunia – a small place in a remote part of very large country – was sending a very strong signal way beyond Ituri [province]. It is of critical importance how the international community is now going to follow-up in the coming months.”

Mr. Guéhenno said the message he wanted to get across was that the wider international community now has to take a stand in Bunia and more broadly for the DRC and then has to support the political process. “That message also goes beyond Bunia – if there was no national unity if the political process does not move forward then we’ll be in trouble.”

Although it was tragic to see a once-vibrant town more or less emptied by violence, the UN Organization Mission (MONUC) force had been “the difference between life and death – the only security the poor people of Bunia have.” Still, their valiant efforts were not enough to stabilize the situation.

To that end, the simple announcement of the Security Council’s decision to deploy a multinational emergency force to Bunia had made a difference in the people’s lives there, Mr. Guéhenno said.

Earlier Wednesday, he introduced Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s second special report on MONUC, in which the UN chief recommended that the mandate of the Mission be extended for another year, until 30 June 2004, and that its military strength be boosted to 10,800 troops.

Mr. Guéhenno also briefed the Council on his recent trip to the region, where he held meetings with the Presidents of the DRC, Uganda and Rwanda to discuss the situation in the DRC. The Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Carolyn McAskie, also briefed the Council on the humanitarian situation in the country.

Meanwhile on the ground, the UN has withdrawn its unarmed military observers from the eastern town of Kanyabayonga after they were informed by the local authority of threats against their lives. In Bunia, the situation remained unstable with kidnapping, robbery and raping a daily occurrence.

The UN humanitarian agencies have assisted the distribution of food to 10,000 people in Bunia in the past two days. The food package will last 21 days. The number of dead bodies that have been collected by the local Red Cross now stands at 429.
* * *

Central Africa


4 June – A United Nations Security Council mission to Central Africa this week will seek to launch a “solid political process,” without which there can be no solution to the region’s conflicts no matter how many UN emergency forces are deployed there, the delegation’s leader said today.


One of the mission’s main stops will be Bunia, in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where fighting between rival ethnic militias has killed more than 400 people in recent weeks. The Council last Friday authorized the deployment of an international emergency force led by France.


“Of course the Council is sometimes led to adopt an approach that might be called ground based, namely deploying the Blue Helmets (UN troops), authorizing a multi-national force such as in Bunia, but none of this has any hope of succeeding unless there is a solid political process,” the mission’s leader, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, told a briefing on the eve of its departure.

“And it is precisely to strengthen this political process that the mission is going to Central Africa,” he added, stressing that the human cost of the conflicts is “absolutely unacceptable.”

Ambassador de La Sablière said the main message of the mission, which will also visit another conflict-riven country, Burundi, as well as major regional players South Africa, Angola, Rwanda, Kenya and Uganda, was that the principal obstacle to the political process is instability.

“The mission will tell all its interlocutors that the fighting must stop,” he stressed. “That means that the offensive launched by certain parties must cease immediately. It also means that any form of support, primarily military, to armed groups or militias in the DRC must cease as well. And it means that all who have some influence on these armed groups or militias must use that influence to put a stop to the fighting.”

He said the peace process in the DRC and Burundi differed in many ways but the conflicts had two points in common. “Firstly, the human cost is unacceptable, absolutely unacceptable, and this means that the international community must remain strongly mobilized,” he declared. “Secondly, the other common point is that there is a need to strengthen the political process without which these conflicts will not be resolved.”

   
The mission will also ask everyone involved to stop the looting of the DRC’s natural resources, which has become a main engine in the conflict, tell the parties that they must implement the reforms to which they have committed, such as reforming the security forces, and remind them that they had a duty to ensure respect for human rights and to guarantee the full access of humanitarian organizations, Ambassador de La Sablière said. 

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

4 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has decided to appoint a Brigadier-General from Bangladesh to lead the United Nations military observer contingent in the new UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI).

The Secretary-General informed the President of the Security Council of his intention to appoint Gen. Abdul Hafiz to the post of Chief Military Liaison Officer of MINUCI, effective today, in a letter that was released today at UN Headquarters in New York.

He also informs the Council President that Austria, Bangladesh, Benin, Ghana, India, Ireland, Jordan, Kenya, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Paraguay, Poland, the Republic of Moldova, Senegal, Tunisia and Uruguay have agreed to provide military liaison officers for the initial group of 26 officers.

MINUCI was established last month to help guide efforts to implement the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, a French-brokered peace accord reached in January that calls on the government, rebels and political opposition to share power in a transitional government until elections in 2005.

The new Mission includes a military component to complement the operations of the French and the forces of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The tasks of the military liaison group include advising the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Albert Tevoedjre, on military matters; monitoring the military situation, including the security of Liberian refugees; and establishing links with the French and ECOWAS forces, as well as with the Forces armees nationales de Côte d’Ivoire (FANCI) and the forces nouvelle, in order to build confidence and trust between the armed groups.

* * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

4 June – With the United Nations Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq finally winding down after “serving as lifeline to a large segment of the population” for seven years, Secretary-General Kofi Annan calls in a new report for the United States and its partners to ensure that the Iraqi people are provided with essential food and medicine.

“While the phasing out of the oil-for-food programme is a logical consequence of the termination of sanctions, it will be essential that those who have responsibility for the effective administration of the country ensure that the people of Iraq are provided with the necessary, essential services and, in particular, with food and medicine,” Mr. Annan says in a report requested by recent Security Council resolutions.

The programme, under which a sanctions-bound Iraq was allowed to use monitored oil sales revenue for humanitarian purchases, will be phased out by 21 November under the terms of last month’s Council resolution lifting sanctions on Iraq.

Giving a balance sheet of the programme since its inception in 1996, Mr. Annan notes that total oil proceeds reached approximately $65 billion as of 20 May, of which $46 billion was allocated to the humanitarian pipeline. The rest was allocated to cover compensation claims and administration costs. To date, more than $28 billion worth of humanitarian goods has been delivered to Iraq.

The programme was temporarily halted on 17 March after the withdrawal of all UN staff from Iraq on the eve of hostilities and later adjusted by the Security Council to give Mr. Annan more authority to administer the operation, including prioritizing deliveries and finding new entry ports to speed their shipment. As of 4 June, the value of these priority items reached $1.2 billion, the Office of the Iraq Programme, which oversees the operation, said today.

“I should like to appeal to all concerned to give absolute priority to the interests of the Iraqi people, who have suffered far too long,” the Secretary-General says in the report. “All necessary measures should be taken to normalize life for the Iraqi population by urgently ensuring the restoration of security throughout the country, resuming the distribution of the food basket and restoring essential social/public services, with the full participation of the Iraqis themselves.”

He pays tribute to all UN international and national staff both in the field and at headquarters for “their commitment and dedicated services to alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi people under very difficult circumstances.”

“I wish to pay special tribute to our national staff who courageously continued to deliver essential supplies throughout the period of conflict,” he adds.

* * *
Iraq: humanitarian

4 June – A patient pursued by gun-toting assailants, a doctor threatened with death if a relative dies, hand grenade juggling during visitors’ hours – such are the daily challenges faced by hospital staff in Basra, Iraq’s second city, according to the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO).

“What we need is order, and not to feel threatened the minute we step into the hospital,” a distinguished surgeon and professor at the Basra teaching hospital told WHO spokesperson Fadela Chaib.

Giving her account today of the problems medical staff face providing health care in the southern city, Ms. Chaib quoted the doctor as saying that in his 20 years’ experience this was the first time he and colleagues had decided to carry out only emergency surgery. “If a patient’s life is really in danger because he has been shot, stabbed or has a strangulated hernia, then I operate, otherwise I don’t,” he said.
“The twenty or so doctors and nurses I spoke to all had similar stories to tell,” Ms. Chaib said. “Tawra, a nurse, had been threatened with a hand grenade for trying to restore some sort of order during visiting hours. Professor Hussam described a vendetta that was carried out in a hospital room in his department. A patient was pursued by his assailants into the room where, in front of the doctors, he was shot twice at point-blank range. When they found out that he had survived, his assailants returned that same evening to finish him off.”

While she was talking to a doctor and nurses at Basra General Hospital, a noisy group, 20-strong, arrived carrying an unconscious old lady on a stretcher. “They pushed open the doctor’s door and demanded that he examine her,” Ms. Chaib said. “The doctor replied that he had already seen her and signed her discharge note. The lady’s relatives lost their tempers, started shouting, jostled the doctor and overturned the scant furniture in the office. ‘If anything happens to her we swear we’ll be back to kill you and we’ll put a bomb in the hospital,’ they yelled.”

Ms. Chaib said that under these conditions some doctors come for just a few hours, while others don’t come at all. Some, like two young surgeons, have taken up contracts completely outside their field with a non-government organization. “We studied for 12 long years, but nothing justifies dying because we lose a patient on the operating table, especially in working conditions as precarious as those in Basra,” she quoted one of them as saying.

* * *

SARS


4 June – The United Nations health agency today reported the first day with no new SARS deaths in nearly 10 weeks – since 28 March when the cumulative totals stood at 1,485 cases and 53 deaths from the newly emergent Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome.


As of today the toll stood at 8,402 probable SARS cases with 772 deaths, the World Health Organization (WHO) said.


The peak numbers of deaths occurred during the second week of March, when as many as 20 new deaths were being reported on some days.

With outbreaks at all the initial “hot zones” either contained or coming under control, SARS is clearly in decline, indicating that recommended control measures are effective when combined with political commitment and determination, WHO said.

The fact that the chain of transmission has been broken in Viet Nam and Singapore underscores the WHO position that SARS can be contained, despite the absence of a vaccine, robust diagnostic test and specific treatment. Control currently depends on prompt detection and isolation of cases, good infection control in hospitals, and the tracing and quarantine of contacts.

Viet Nam has remained free of new SARS cases since 8 April. In Singapore, the last locally acquired probable case was isolated on 11 May. No new cases have since been detected in either country despite a high level of alert and aggressive investigation of all rumoured cases.

The experience in Toronto, where more than 70 new cases have been reported since 26 May, underscores the risk of a resurgence of cases and the constant need for vigilance. A single imported case can re-ignite an outbreak or bring cases to a new area, if preparedness measures are weak, WHO added.

* * *

Kosovo

4 June – The top United Nations official in Kosovo today denounced the murder of a Serbian family in a town that had made “great progress” in co-existence between the Serbian and Albanian communities, calling it “the most despicable, barbaric and heinous crime” against a multi-ethnic society and announcing the establishment of a special police squad to investigate.

“This is a heinous crime directed against our joint efforts to create a multi-ethnic Kosovo,” Michael Steiner, chief of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), said after rushing to Obilic, a few kilometres outside Kosovo’s capital of Pristina as soon as he heard of the murder of the three Serbians. “We need to find those who are responsible.”

Announcing that there would be an international autopsy, observed by a Serbian doctor, Mr. Steiner said security would be strengthened in the town. “We will reinforce police and KFOR (Kosovo international force) as requested by the community,” he said.

“I am particularly angry because in Obilic we had great progress in the past,” Mr. Steiner, who was accompanied by Kosovo Prime Minister Bajram Rexhepi, told reporters. “We had returns and the communities living together. It is clear that this act is aimed directly against the communities living together – and totally against our own intentions.”

Mr. Steiner, who met with municipality leaders, both Kosovo Albanian and Kosovo Serbian, and with members of the Serbian community, urged all Kosovans to help police investigators find the perpetrators. “Justice must be done. Those committing such unspeakable crimes are acting against the future of Kosovo,” he declared.

* * *

Sri Lanka

4 June - The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said today it is moving quickly to support Sri Lanka in preventing outbreaks of communicable diseases after severe floods and landslides damaged water supply and sewage systems in what has become the country’s worst natural disaster in 50 years.

Sri Lanka is facing a heightened risk of outbreaks of diarrhoeal and vector-borne diseases, caused when insects breed in dirty and stagnant water, WHO stated. The breakdown of solid waste management also poses severe threats to the environment.

“The top health priority at the moment is to ensure access to clean drinking water and food,” WHO’s Representative in Sri Lanka, Kan Tun, said. “The water infrastructure has been seriously damaged and food distribution systems in the affected areas have been disrupted. A large number of wells are inundated.”

Extreme flash floods and landslides hit villages in the south and southwest of Sri Lanka on 17 May killing 249 people. Many more are reported missing. Thousands also lost their homes to the floods and have sought refugee in camps, where WHO fears poor living conditions may further increase the risk of disease outbreak.

The agency is strengthening the country’s disease surveillance by providing logistics support in the timely and comprehensive collection of data and early detection of outbreaks. 

In addition, WHO said it is providing health authorities with standard emergency health kits, oral rehydration salts, water purification tablets, essential vaccines and insecticide-treated mosquito nets. A further shipment of water quality testing kits and essential medical supplies to the flood affected population in Sri Lanka is under way.

* * *

Asia-Pacific

4 June – While the Asia-Pacific region has achieved “one of the largest decreases in mass poverty in human history,” huge challenges still exist in basic education, gender equality, child health, maternal mortality and environmental sustainability, according to a United Nations report released today in Bangkok.

The joint report by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) also finds sharp contrasts in the performance of individual countries. It further notes “unacceptable and unconscionable” declines in aid flows to the least developed countries, and calls for reforms in the international trade system to help the poorest countries.

Entitled Promoting the Millennium Development Goals in Asia and the Pacific: Meeting the Challenges of Poverty Reduction, it is the first ever regional report on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a list of targets drawn up in 2000 at the UN Millennium Summit to combat poverty, hunger, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women, and to be achieved by 2015.

Introducing the report, ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su emphasized that the prime responsibility for achieving the MDGs lies with individual countries, but he said the report can help countries in the region to cooperate and learn from each other about “success stories” on swiftly reducing mass poverty, sustaining economic growth and social change for achieving the MDGs.

The report identifies slow economic growth, declining official development assistance (ODA) and uneven distribution of income and unfavourable social conditions as some of the key obstacles to reduce poverty and achieving other MDGs in Asia and the Pacific.

It argues that future progress towards the MDGs in the region will rely heavily on its ability to foster sustained economic growth and cautions that two-digit growth rates witnessed in late 1980s and early 1990s may be difficult to sustain in the coming years. Given that, the objective should be diversified growth that fosters equity – combining market-based incentives with “pro-poor” measures that boost the capacity of the poor to take advantage of new opportunities, while also ensuring adequate social protection for the most vulnerable groups.

The report finds that between 1990 and 2000, assistance to the region from countries belonging to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) fell to $14.15 billion from $14.34 billion. In particular, there are worrying declines in flows to the least developed countries – a reduction the report declares as “unacceptable and unconscionable.”

* * *

Namibia

4 June – Trucks from the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) carrying 127 tons of urgently needed food arrived today in northeast Namibia, where thousands of people have fled their homes after being hit by the worst flooding in decades.

“WFP’s emergency assistance will contribute substantially to the efforts of the Government of Namibia in alleviating the desperate plight of those affected by the flooding in the Caprivi region,” WFP Country Director for Namibia Francisco Roque Castro said, referring to the food dispatched from the agency’s warehouse in southern Angola following a request from the Namibian Government.

 The food will assist 12,000 people in 22 villages who suffered the flooding after a period of prolonged torrential rainfall in the neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) burst the banks of the Zambezi River downstream in the northeastern part of Namibia.

Spanning more than 40 square kilometers, the floods destroyed large tracts of farmland and drowned many cattle, further undermining the Caprivi’s fragile food security situation following a long severe drought in the region.

The WFP supplies to the flood victims – which include maize, corn-soya-blend, vegetable oil and salt – are expected to last for about three months and will augment the Government rations.

WFP said its staff in Namibia is undertaking a rapid assessment mission in the region and will discuss with the regional authorities and committees on the implementation of food assistance to the flood affected people.

* * *

Timor-Leste

4 June – Timor-Leste faces a 14,000-ton food deficit – a result of dropping harvests and below normal rainfall – leaving some 150,000 people in possible need of aid, according to a joint report released today by two United Nations relief agencies.

The World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) undertook a mission in April and May to Timor-Leste to analyze the food supply and demand situation there in order to forecast import requirements for 2003-2004, paying particular attention to the needs of the most vulnerable groups.

The two agencies said further close monitoring of key food security indicators – agricultural, health and nutrition – will be necessary to ascertain if emergency food assistance is warranted.

According to the report, cereal import requirements are estimated at 62,000 tons, while commercial imports of rice are anticipated at 48,000 tons, leaving an uncovered national food deficit of 14,000 tons.

Cereal production in 2003, including cassava in cereal equivalent, is forecast at 123,000 tons, 21 per cent lower than last year. Meanwhile, production of maize, the most important crop in Timor-Leste, is estimated to decline by about 34 percent to 70,000 tons, down from 106,000 tons last year.

The report states that the delayed onset of rains, below normal rainfall and reduced maize area due to shortages of seeds are the main factors responsible for the decline. Part of the shortfall in maize production will be offset by a forecast 12 per cent increase in rice production, primarily due to an increase in the area under irrigation in 2003.

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Middle East

           We expect a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the Middle East a little bit later.

           **Liberia -– Taylor Indictment

           On Liberia, the Chief Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone today announced the indictment of

     Liberian President Charles Ghankay Taylor.

           The indictment accuses Taylor of “bearing the greatest responsibility” for war crimes, crimes against

     humanity, and serious violations of international humanitarian law within the territory of Sierra Leone since 30

     November 1996; and that’s according to Chief Prosecutor David Crane.

           The indictment was judicially approved on 7 March and until today it was sealed on the request [by the Chief Prosecutor] to the Court.

           On learning that Taylor was travelling to Ghana, the Registrar of the Special Court served the outstanding

     warrant for his arrest on the Ghanaian authorities and transmitted the arrest warrant to INTERPOL.  This is the first  time that his presence outside of Liberia has been publicly confirmed.  The Registrar was doing his duty by carrying  out the order of the Court.

           The Prosecutor says:  “West Africa will not know true peace until those behind the violence answer for their actions.  This office now calls upon the international community to take decisive action to ensure that Taylor is brought  to justice.”

           **Liberia Peace Talks

           A message from the Secretary-General was delivered to the opening of the Liberian Peace Conference in

     Accra, Ghana, today by Abou Moussa, his Special Representative in Liberia.

           Saying that “For too long, Liberia has been torn apart by disastrous conflict”, he urges all parties to agree on a  ceasefire and an end to violence.

           He also says that lasting peace cannot be imposed from the outside and that “Liberian leaders must

     demonstrate a genuine and concrete readiness to restore peace and stability to their country.  It is they who must uphold this responsibility, make the compromises and difficult choices needed for peace, and respond to the

     overwhelming pleas of the Liberian people for peace.  I hope they will take full advantage of the window of opportunity  offered by this gathering”.

           The Liberian Peace Conference, sponsored by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS),

     was attended by African heads of State, representatives of the Ghanaian Government, the diplomatic corps, members  of the International Contact Group on Liberia, and representatives of Liberian political parties, civil society  organizations, and the rebel movement LURD.

           We are expecting a press release on this Conference shortly.

           The Secretary-General's latest report on Liberia is also out today.  It also echoes the strong message for a

     binding ceasefire to stop the bloodshed.

           **Security Council –- First

           The Security Council began its work this morning with a meeting with troop-contributing countries to the UN  Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           Hedi Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, briefed on the latest report by the

     Secretary-General.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           This morning in closed consultations, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie

     Guéhenno introduced the Secretary-General’s second special report on the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of  the Congo.

           In that report, which we flagged to you on Monday, the Secretary-General recommends that the mandate of the Mission be extended for another year, until 30 June 2004, and that its authorized military strength be boosted to 10,800 troops.

           Mr. Guéhenno also briefed the Council on his recent trip to the region where he held meetings with the

     Presidents of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Uganda and Rwanda in regard to the situation in the DRC.   He will brief you on the trip in this room at 4 p.m. today.

           The Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Carolyn McAskie, also briefed the Council on the humanitarian situation in the DRC.

           On the ground, the UN has withdrawn its unarmed military observers from an eastern town of Kanyabayonga,  after they were informed by the local authority of threats against their lives.  In Bunia, the situation remained unstable with kidnapping, robbery and raping a daily occurrence.

           The UN humanitarian agencies have assisted the distribution of food to some 10,000 people in Bunia in the

     past two days.  The food package will last 21 days.  The number of dead bodies that have been collected by the local  Red Cross now stands at 429.

           **Security Council -- Other

           Following the discussions on the DRC, the Security Council is expected to discuss the diamond ban on Sierra Leone, which is due to expire this week.

           And then a reminder, at 12:45 p.m., the French Ambassador, Jean-Marc de la Sablière, will brief the press on the Council's upcoming trip to Central Africa.

           **Oil for Food

           According to the weekly update from the Office of the Iraq Programme, the total value of priority items from the “oil-for-food” programme’s humanitarian pipeline that can be shipped to Iraq for emergency needs has reached $1.2 billion.

           Most of these supplies are in the food, electricity, agriculture and health sectors.

           The full text of the oil-for-food update is available upstairs.

           Also on the racks today is the Secretary-General's 180-day report on the implementation of the humanitarian  programme in Iraq.  It covers operations and humanitarian achievements in phase 13 of the programme from 5  December 2002 to 28 May 2003, including the immediate post-war period and implementation of resolutions 1472 and 1476 (2003).

           **Vieira de Mello

           On his second full day in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, continued his consultations to familiarize himself with all the relevant issues.  He held a number of internal meetings with his staff, which includes representatives of various UN agencies, as well as the World Bank and the International  Monetary Fund (IMF).

           This afternoon, Vieira de Mello met with the President of the Japanese International Cooperation Agency

     (JICA), Takao Kawakami, and his delegation.  They are the first foreign aid delegation to visit Baghdad since the war  ended.  Japan has made available $100 million in aid to Iraq, to be dispersed through various channels.

           They are interested in contributing, among other things, to the repair of power stations and water supply and sewage systems, as well as the sectors of health and medicine, and the renovation of hospitals throughout the     country.

           Kawakami stressed his Agency's intention to cooperate very actively with UN agencies.

           Vieira de Mello said he was glad to see Japan here in Baghdad in the early days, because, he said, "we need a truly international approach to the needs of this country".

           Tomorrow, Thursday, Vieira de Mello intends to hold his first of a series of meetings with the broadest possible  spectrum of Iraqi society when he meets a group of professionals; that is, doctors, lawyers, and so on.

           **Statement attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General

           I now have that statement on the Middle East, which I will read for you.

           “The Secretary-General warmly welcomes the impetus given to the renewed Middle East peace process by

     today’s summit meeting in Aqaba initiated by President George W. Bush and hosted by King Abdullah of Jordan.  He  believes that the statements by Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas  open the way for both parties to implement the Quartet’s Road Map.  He calls on them to take immediate steps as  outlined in the Road Map to maintain the momentum generated by President Bush’s important initiative.  For his part,  the Secretary-General pledges through his personal efforts and together with the Quartet partners to continue to assist the parties in arriving at a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East based on Security Council resolutions 242, 338 and 1397.”

           **Iraq -- Humanitarian

           In Basra, getting back to Iraq now, the World Food Programme (WFP) said the city will start to receive its food distribution within a few days.  The distribution process is being carried out in cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of  Trade and under British supervision.  The monthly rations include rice, sugar, tea, oil, lentils, pulses, and soap and  detergents.

           The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reports the arrival in Basra of 1.8 million doses of refrigerated vaccines. 

     These include, among others, for measles, tetanus, Hepatis B and polio.

           Up north in Mosul, the World Health Organization (WHO) continues with its rapid health assessments of all health facilities.  The WHO established a sentinel surveillance system for communicable diseases, and a water

     quality-surveillance team to monitor water projects and networks in Mosul.

           **Kosovo

           We have a press release upstairs from the UN Mission in Kosovo on the murder of three members of a Kosovo  Serb family outside of Pristina.

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Michael Steiner, said at the scene of the murder that “this is  the most despicable, barbaric and heinous crime”.

           Steiner announced the setting up of a special police squad to investigate the crime.

           **WHO

           The World Health Organization today recommended close disease surveillance in flood-affected areas of Sri  Lanka, which faces a heightened risk of communicable disease outbreaks due to the severe floods and landslides, which have affected the country recently.

           We have a press release on that.

           **WFP

           Another from the World Food Programme says that the emergency assistance of the WFP to Namibia’s

     Caprivi region, where thousands of people have had to flee their homes to escape the worst flooding in decades, has arrived, and the trucks carried enough food supplies to last for three months.

           In other news, WFP and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today issued a special report on their crop-and-food supply assessment mission to Timor-Leste.

           We have press releases on both those items.

           **Sesame Street

           The Secretary-General and Mrs. Annan will be presented with the Sesame Workshop Award at the celebration of the Workshop's 35th anniversary this evening.

           This inaugural Award is being presented to them for their efforts in support of children all over the world.

           In their remarks, the Secretary-General and Mrs. Annan are expected to stress the importance of the work

     Sesame Street is doing in the United States, and around the world, in opening the minds of young people, in working  for better understanding, and in uniting us around our common humanity.

           The event will be hosted by Sesame Street Muppet Elmo and Katie Couric of NBC's Today show.

           At 4 p.m., as I already mentioned to you but let me remind you again, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the

     Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, will come here to brief you on his just-concluded visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           That’s all I have.  Edie?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, is the Secretary-General concerned that the indictment of President Taylor could affect the

     outcome of the peace talks now taking place in Ghana and does he still support the Sierra Leone Tribunal?

           Spokesman:  On the first, I think it’s too early to assess the impact of the indictment on the talks under way. 

     And he did not give me any specific guidance on that point.  On the second point, he does continue to express

     support for this Special Court.  The Security Council created it; and it’s just getting under way and he hopes it can  successfully conclude its work.  Yes?

           Question:  Fred, was the Secretary-General aware ahead of time that this indictment was going to be served  while Mr. Taylor was in Ghana, and is he worried that this might send an unfortunate signal that future leaders who are  being asked to participate in peace talks outside of their countries that maybe they shouldn’t leave?

           Spokesman:  Again, I haven’t discussed this with him; so, I can’t give you a specific reaction on his part.  To my knowledge, he was not aware that this indictment was being issued.  I believe that a member of his staff received a phone call only just after the indictment was announced.  Richard?

           Question:  Does the Secretary-General believe that Mr. Taylor has been a good leader for his country and the  region?

           Spokesman:  You’re asking him now to pronounce on a matter that is formally before the Court.

           Question:  How does it work, background-wise, is Ghana really under the Council, or actually, are they

     required to act on this indictment?

           Spokesman:  The Council, in creating the Court in the preambular paragraph of its resolution, did call on all governments to cooperate with the Court.  However, since the resolution is not under Chapter VII, there is no

     enforceable obligation on any Member State to so cooperate.  Yes?

           Question:  I am sorry.

           Spokesman:  You, sir.

           Question:  To what extent can the Secretary-General contribute to the Middle East peace process?

           Spokesman:  I think the work that the other partners in the Quartet have done to lay the groundwork for what is happening today gives all of them a lot of satisfaction.  And as I mentioned to you, he and the other Quartet members remain available to support the process in any way they can.  Akram?

           Question:  The food distribution in Basra, is going to be for one day and a half, or one month, one day, one

     week, what is it?

           Spokesman:  I don’t think I have anything to add to the details I gave you.  If you want to follow up with my  Office afterwards to see if we have any more than I actually gave here, they will be happy to help you.  Richard?

           Question:  Special Representative Razali Ismail says there is a high-level meeting in the UN tomorrow to

     determine whether he goes to Myanmar.  Is this correct?  What is the timing on any visit by him?

           Spokesman:  I am sorry, I don’t know the answer to that question, but I will ask right after the briefing to find out for you.  Yeah?

           Question:  The Secretary-General seems to have spent a lot of time with Elmo in the last two years, is there

     any chance that he’s going to appoint him a special adviser; is he using him for ... [(inaudible)]?  I think there was another event with Sesame Street.  Is there a bilateral; is there a one-on-one tonight at the Cipriani’s?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know if he will meet one-on-one with Elmo tonight.  He was invited to make an

     appearance on Sesame Street, as you know.  He saw it as a chance to reach out to children and to deliver a message on behalf of, well on behalf of the whole United Nations in terms of how in that particular skit he participated in, how  children can resolve their differences through discussion and negotiation.  He thought that was a message that was worthwhile putting out.  Tonight, he is being recognized by them, receiving this award.  I think he sees it as just furthering his outreach to children.

           Question:  There are other puppet regimes that he could ...

           Spokesman:  No comment on that, Richard.  Edie?

           Question:  Fred, on the Congo, I was wondering if you could clarify what the European Union’s role was going to be in the multinational force?  There seems to be some commentary from Europe that the Secretary-General spoke to Solana and asked him to help put together this force and the way things were announced in Brussels it made it seem almost as if it were a European Union force and not a multinational force led by France with, you know, a number of countries participating?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know about that announcement or how it might have suggested what the composition of  the force is.  You heard the Secretary-General, just yesterday in comments to you as he came into the Building, say he was grateful to France for providing the leadership of this multinational force.  So, that’s how we see it, and he was  also grateful for other countries contributing, that would include the European Union.  As for the specific nature of the  European Union contribution, I’d have to check with the Peacekeeping Department to see what else we can say about that.

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��Jakarta Post - World Environment Day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Jakarta Post - Water:Billions are Dying for It�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Battle" ��DPA - Tough battle for water in Arab world�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Groups" ��The Daily Star (Lebanon) - �PRIVATE��Green groups demand more�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Anniversary" ��AFP - Greens glum as World Environment Day heads for 30th anniversary�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Groundwater" ��UN Radio - World's Groundwater Supply Under Threat: UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Commodity" ��The Guardian - Trickling away ... a life and death  commodity� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��Reuters - U.N. says world's groundwater supply under threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��XINHUA - UNEP urges for action to better manage groundwater�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Supplies" ��CBS NEWS - World's Water Supplies Threatened�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Reservoirs" ��The Scotsman - �PRIVATE��Underground Reservoirs ‘Under Threat’� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "World" ��Associated Press - World's water supplies threatened: U.N�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lifestyles" ��Accra Mail (Ghana) - UNEP promotes environmentally friendly lifestyles�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Green" ��Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA) - A bid to make 'green' fashionable�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Campaign" ��PANA - UNEP uses fashion in 'Cool' Environment Campaign�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nature" ��Environmental News Network - Upcoming Reports Link Human Well-being and Nature� 





*Articles on Groundwater supplies also in Times of India and ENN
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