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UN launches initiative to restore Nairobi Dam

DATELINE: NAIROBI, March 4

BODY:
The United Nations agencies Thursday launched a new initiative to restore the Nairobi Dam and its waters by mobilizing resources to clean up the Kenyan capital' s reservoir.

The project, the Nairobi Dam Trust Initiative, aims to raise up to 600,000 US dollars to clean up the reservoir so that it can be again an important source of clean and healthy drinking water as well as a magnet for waters sports enthusiasts, fisherman, picnickers and bountiful bird life. 

The initiative was launched by Kenyan Vice President Moody Awori, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, Annan Tibaijuka, executive director of the United Nations Human Settlements Program and Paul Andre de la Porte, resident representative of the UN Development Program.

The reservoir was commissioned in 1953 for potable and emergency water supply.

"It is clear that the Nairobi Dam presents a particular problem. We congratulate the newly formed Friends of the Nairobi Dam for launching this new Trust Initiative and call on all actors, including the private sector, to wholeheartedly back the scheme," said Toepfer.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Bahrain Tribune

Parliamentarians’ role in eco protection discussed
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Arab countries urged to formulate joint strategy

A two-day regional seminar on the role of the Arab parliamentarians in protecting the environment started yesterday at the Sheraton Hotel.
Organised by the United Nations for Environmental Programmes (Unep) and the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment, the event is part of a plan to gather efforts towards protecting the environments.
Around 65 Shura Council members, parliamentarians from the Arab world and representatives from different civic organisations are taking part.
The Chairman of the Shura Council, Dr Faisal bin Radhi Al Mousawi, said: “The political leadership in Bahrain gives priority to environmental programmes and projects in order to provide Bahrainis with a healthy environment,” adding that the environment problems, especially sea pollution and Ozone gap have a direct impact on the health of human beings.
Dr Al Mousawi said Bahrain’s location in the middle of the Arabian Sea and its status of an oil-exporting country have increased its environmental challenges.
He said the Kingdom had been a pioneer in including environmental awareness information in its educational curricula at all educational levels, as part of an attempt to encourage youngsters to adopt environment-friendly styles of living.
The Director of Enviro-nment and Development at the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment Fatima Al Malah said: “The seminar is part of a plan to enhance the sustainable development in the Arab world, through protecting the environment,” adding that the event targeted decision makers in the region in order to encourage them to adopt environment-friendly political and economical plans.
She said the Arab League was keen to provide assistance to all Arab countries to enable them to protect the environment, despite the current political problems.
“The current phase of unrest in the Middle East, because of the Palestine and Israel conflict and restlessness in Iraq, should not stop the Arab countries from creating a balance between their development process and protecting the environment,” Al Malah said.
The Regional Representatives for the Unep Dr Mahmood Abdulraheem said: “The concept of protecting the environment has been changed in the last 30 years during which environmental strategies and plans have been considered as important elements for sustainable economical and social development.”
Dr Mahmood called upon Arab countries to design a joint strategy for protecting the environment.
The event highlighted that human activities inevitably infringe on other species. 
It was highlighted that the oil and gas industry, that operates in tropical rain forests, waterlands, deserts and Arctic Tundra, industrial complexes, cities and busy roadside, must be particularly sensitive to biodiversity. 
Emphasis was placed on designing operations, whether at sea or land, that are specifically designed to co-exist with habitats important to a variety of biological species and, wherever possible, to minimise interactions altogether.
The participants were told that during the last three decades, pollution has increased causing many environmental problems including, the Ozone gap, agriculture crises, and unstable climate worldwide. 
Participants were informed that international environmental treaties strive to save the earth.
They were also told that environmental experts’ opinions on different environmental matters should be taken into consideration, during the initial stages of all development plans.


Last update on: 4-3-2004
Environmental online school needs volunteers
ENO, or environmental online, is a global web school for environmental awareness and sustainable development. The programme is searching for African-based non-governmenmental organizations (NGOs) or individual, particularly students and faculty members, in Africa to volunteer and train ENO instructors in information communication technology (ICT) and environmental issues. 
Currently, 130 schools in 52 countries are studying environmental issues on a weekly basis, working in cooperation with the university of Joensuu in Finland, a United Nation Environmental Programme (UNEP) university. 
ENO aimes at involving schools from developing countries. Last year, under its Twinning Programme, ENO linked 25 African schools with learning institutions outside of the continent. 


Mika Vanhanen
ENO Programme
Ukonkuja 11 
80710 Lehmo 
Finland 

Email: vanhanen@cc.joensuu.fi
Link: http://eno.joensuu.fi/
BBC

Battle over anti-malaria chemical 
By Richard Black 
BBC science correspondent 


African health campaigners have accused western aid donors of deliberately ignoring an effective anti-malaria tool. 
They told the BBC World Service Earth Files programme that some international donors were refusing to fund projects that use the chemical DDT for mosquito control. 

The campaigners say the UN agency Roll Back Malaria is also ignoring the clear benefits of spraying DDT inside people's homes. 

DDT is one of 12 substances deemed to be environmentally damaging that will be banned shortly under a new treaty. 

The global treaty is called Pops, short for Persistent Organic Pollutants, and comes into force in 12 months' time. 

'Great success' 
Concern over DDT, and a number of the other chemicals covered by Pops, stems largely from Rachel Carson's famous book Silent Spring, published 40 years ago 

Silent Spring documented the damage which indiscriminate agricultural use of a new generation of pesticides and herbicides, including DDT, was doing to North American wildlife. 

Although I personally hate the compound, there was no alternative 
Gerhard Verdoorn, South Africa's Endangered Wildlife Trust 

But in a number of countries, including South Africa, Ethiopia, Madagascar and Swaziland, DDT is the principal method of controlling malaria. 

It is sprayed on to the inside walls of houses, and is a once-a-year operation. 

"South Africa has a long-standing history of indoor residual house spraying," the deputy director of South Africa's National Malaria Programme, Devanand Moonasar, told Earth Files. 

"We've been using it now since the early 1920s, and we're using it with a great deal of success." 

Dr Moonasar says much care is taken to ensure no DDT leaks into water or the ground. 

"We're very careful as to how we're implementing DDT in South Africa; we have training for the malaria spray operators on how to apply DDT, but more especially how to use DDT in a controlled way to ensure none goes into the environment." 

Back and forth 
When the Earth Files team visited a spraying team operating in Limpopo province, we saw these precautions for ourselves. 

Insecticides including DDT are stored in a padlocked brick building, and a supervisor keeps a register of stocks and supplies. 

THE POPS 'DIRTY DOZEN' 

Aldrin 

Chlordane 

DDT 

Dieldrin 

Dioxins 

Endrin 

Furans 

Heptachlor 

Hexachlorobenzene (HCB) 

Mirex 

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) 

Toxaphene 

Sprayers are not allowed to pour liquid containing DDT, including water which they have washed their equipment with, on to the ground. 

Eight years ago South Africa switched from DDT to a different type of insecticide called pyrethroids, regarded as more environmentally benign. 

But within four years, mosquitoes became resistant, and the annual number of malaria cases rose tenfold. 

DDT was re-introduced, and cases have fallen again. 

This paralleled the experience of Madagascar, which suffered an epidemic of malaria in the late 1980s, brought on by the curtailment of DDT spraying programmes - only curbed again by its re-introduction. 

Black market 
These experiences led a number of African countries to negotiate a special exemption in the Pops treaty permitting them to use DDT for malaria control. 

They received crucial support from an unexpected quarter - South Africa's Endangered Wildlife Trust. 

"Although I personally hate the compound, there was no alternative," the Trust's chairman, Gerhard Verdoorn, said. 

"If we had said to them 'No, you can't use DDT', I'm quite convinced that we might have lost a couple of thousand people with malaria. 

"So we had to make a move to bring back the compound under a very strictly controlled situation." 

Verdoorn's group helps run the training programmes for sprayers, and says if there is any evidence of DDT being diverted for other purposes - sold on the black market for agricultural use - they will withdraw their support. 

Experts interviewed by the BBC said that black markets had been found in India and Ethiopia. 

Gerhard Verdoorn believes there is no conclusive evidence that DDT used in indoor residual spraying has any significant environmental impact. 

The quantities used are tiny in comparison with the agricultural programmes of the 1960s. 

Health effects 
Apart from its well-documented environmental impacts, DDT is widely regarded as a threat to human health - a potent poison and a carcinogen. But the scientific evidence presents a rather different picture. 

Professor Len Ritter, from Guelph University, is executive director of the Canadian Network of Toxicology Centres, which compiled a major report on DDT and related substances for the United Nations. 

"I hate to say conclusively yes or no because these matters are always subject to interpretation; but I would say on the totality of the weight of the evidence, I could not conclude that DDT poses a significant risk of cancer," he told Earth Files. 

Professor Ritter's report came to a similar conclusion regarding the other suggested harmful effects of DDT - as a disrupter of the human immune system, of hormone levels, as a cause of birth defects. 

On whether DDT is acutely poisonous to humans, the eminent British scientist Kenneth Mellanby writes in his book The DDT Story: "I myself, when lecturing about DDT during the years immediately after World War II, frequently consumed a substantial pinch of DDT, to the consternation of the audience, but with no apparent harm to myself, either then or during the next 40 years." 

In the west, though, DDT continues to be seen as a pariah chemical. 

Environmental groups like Greenpeace lobby for the Pops exemption to end in just a few years' time. Dr Paul Johnston is principal scientist in the Greenpeace Research Laboratories at the UK's Exeter University. 

"The interests of all people need to be considered," he told Earth Files. 

"There are very large issues relating to how it behaves in the global environment. 

"It only partially breaks down into secondary products, and DDT and these metabolites are transported very long distances and can be localised in other environments where they can cause problems, particularly in the very cold environment of the Arctic." 

Net preference 
Though DDT has been found in Arctic wildlife, despite never having been deployed in the polar region, it is impossible to tell whether it came from use in agriculture or in disease prevention. 

Though South Africa is rich enough to fund its own malaria control programme, many other poorer African nations are not; they are heavily dependent on western aid. 

According to Richard Tren, director of the pressure group Africa Fighting Malaria, western donors, conscious of their domestic reputations, will not support malaria programmes based on DDT spraying. 

"The reason that DDT is not used in the US and Europe is because they don't have malaria," he told Earth Files. 

"They did use DDT, and they got rid of malaria. Not a single donor agency will support the use of DDT or any other insecticide in indoor residual spraying, and that's a real problem because these agencies will only support the use of insecticide-treated nets." 

The belief that western agencies will not support DDT-based malaria projects is widely held among people close to the issue in South Africa. 

Documents seen by Earth Files support their case. 

The Swedish aid agency Sida has a procurement policy expressly prohibiting the use of its funds for buying DDT. 

It is difficult to establish exactly which agency funds which programmes in which countries, as many health projects cover several disease areas, and much aid is channelled through international bodies such as the Global Fund to Fight Aids, TB and Malaria. 

Changes made 
However, the British government's Department for International Development funds 13 malaria-only projects in eight African countries; none of them uses DDT. 

The US aid agency USAid was unable to supply such data, but told the BBC: "For most countries with USAid support for malaria control in sub-Saharan Africa, indoor residual spraying has not been judged to be the most effective use of US government funds." 

Perhaps the most damaging allegation is that United Nations organisations are ignoring the opportunities offered by spraying. 

A few months ago the UN agency Roll Back Malaria produced a draft document called Scaling Up For Sustainable Impact which set out a suggested strategy for the next four years. 

One group of leading experts sent back a lengthy critique. 

"We consider that the dismissive paragraph about indoor residual spraying is seriously flawed. 

"Reviews of the literature of major indoor residual spraying trials in tropical Africa in the 1950s to the 1970s showed that they had better impact than any of the recent insecticide-treated bednet trials - eg, halving of all-cause infant mortality." 

Roll Back Malaria says it has now prepared a revised edition which addresses some of these criticisms. 

Issue of choice 
Nevertheless its senior advisor Dr Thomas Teuscher concedes it may have downplayed the impact of indoor residual spraying in its public pronouncements. 

"The use of indoor residual spraying clearly has equal weight as all the others," he said. 

"You could argue it is not as visible; it is maybe a matter of words and not of content, a matter as to how it is put to the public and explained. 

Roll Back Malaria was instrumental in setting up the Abuja Declaration, a major commitment to halve the burden of malaria across Africa by the year 2010, which was signed four years ago by African leaders. 

The declaration sets interim targets which should be reached by 2005: 60% of pregnant women and children under five should sleep under an insecticide-treated bednet 60% of pregnant women should receive intermittent preventive treatment (ie drugs to prevent infection) 60% of those suffering from malaria shall have prompt access to effective and affordable treatment within 24 hours. These targets do not include preventing malaria through indoor residual spraying. 

The reasons why spraying is not mentioned are unclear; the accusation is, though, that western environmental concerns are denying African countries a free choice in how they tackle malaria. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

BBC

West stands accused over malaria 
By Richard Black 
BBC science correspondent 


African health campaigners have accused western countries of deliberately ignoring an effective weapon against malaria. 
They say the chemical DDT could help fight the disease, which kills about a million people each year - 90% of them in Africa. 

Sprayed annually onto the inside walls of houses, DDT is the main method of malaria control for countries such as South Africa, Madagascar, Ethiopia and Swaziland. 

Used in this way, in small amounts under strict control, there is no conclusive scientific evidence that it damages human health or the environment. 

No help from West 
A number of other African nations including Uganda and Kenya are considering reintroducing DDT. But according to Richard Tren, Executive Director of the pressure group Africa Fighting Malaria, the western donors on which they depend will not help them. 

"The reason that DDT's not used in the US and Europe is because they don't have malaria," he says. 

"They did use DDT, and they got rid of malaria. Not a single donor agency will support the use of DDT or any other insecticide in indoor residual spraying." 

An investigation by the BBC's Earth Files produced evidence to support this claim. 

The Swedish aid agency Sida will not allow its funds to be used for buying DDT. 

'Ignoring' DDT 
The UK's Department for International Development funds 13 malaria-only projects in eight African countries, none of which uses DDT. 

The programme also found that some leading researchers believe the United Nations agency Roll Back Malaria is ignoring the potential of indoor spraying, which the researchers say has produced better results than treated bednets. 

These agencies all deny having blanket policies preventing involvement with DDT programmes. 

But activists maintain that western concerns over the very real environmental danger from widespread DDT use in agriculture is denying poorer African nations a choice in how they fight malaria. 

_________________________________________________________________________

Kinston Free Press
 2 March 2004

Good idea for rich nations can be deadly for poor 
March 02, 2004 

Beware when those living in prosperity and good health in the developed world begin telling people in the developing world what's good for them. It's not that we lack good intentions or can't sometimes play a beneficial role in improving their lives and prospects. But we can just as often do them an injustice, or even harm, in our efforts to "help."

Take, for instance, a United Nations treaty, poised for ratification within weeks, that bans or severely restricts the manufacture and sale of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) around the world, including the pesticide DDT. Many of these chemicals already are banned or restricted in developed nations, including the U.S., thanks to our ability to afford arguably better alternatives or do without them altogether. So it should make sense to curtail their use in poorer nations, too, right? Not necessarily.

While we in America and Europe have the wealth to develop less risky alternatives to these chemicals and pesticides, the ban could end up sickening or killing many poor people in parts of the world where they remain the first and most affordable line of defense against mosquito-borne plagues like malaria. The provisions on DDT handling in this treaty, in particular, could make it harder for the poor in many countries, especially in Africa, to fend off diseases largely eradicated here, but which continue to take a huge toll elsewhere in the world.

As the American Enterprise Institute's Roger Bate has noted, no one has even calculated how much it could eventually cost to comply with the treaty, so the price may be too high for the poorest nations to afford, leaving them with fewer weapons for fighting diseases and growing pest-free crops. Some critics also believe the treaty could be used as a reason to curtail imports from poorer nations, inviting yet another excuse for protectionism. And this would only compound the suffering in such countries.

In this case, we fear a U.N. treaty ostensibly intended to help the rest of the world could do real harm. As Richard Tren of Africa Fighting Malaria has pointed out, "If the lives of people in poor countries were made better by the U.N. passing declarations and signing conventions, then they would all be millionaires living a life of champagne and caviar." Tren calls the treaty a case of "eco-imperialism" on the part of the U.S. and other wealthy, industrialized countries, and we tend to agree. 

__________________________________________________________________________

UN LEGAL COUNSEL CALLS FOR MORE FOCUS ON STATE OF ENVIRONMENT

New York, Mar 4 2004  5:00PM

United Nations Legal Counsel Hans Corell appealed today for more attention

to be paid to the condition of the world's environment as he reflected on

related conventions that have been ratified and have entered into force

during his 10 years of UN service.

"There is a tendency, of course, because of the way some behave, that we

are focusing on armed conflicts and the use of arms and issues related to

that. What I am actually more concerned about now, since part of my

responsibility is the environment, is the status of the globe on which we

live," the Under-Secretary-General told a pre-retirement news conference at UN Headquarters in New York.

"I have the responsibility of providing the Secretary-General's report on

the Law of the Sea. The seas, the oceans, 70 per cent of the globe, are

deteriorating. We have deteriorating situations in other parts  -

desertification and so forth."

The world should focus on protecting the environment and on how to live in

dignity on the globe in the future, he said.

One of the impressive achievements in recent times has been the entry into

force of the Law of the Sea, which is also known as "The Constitution of

the Seas," Mr. Corell said.

An advocate of the international rule of law, he said it was difficult to

assess how many conflicts have been prevented by the very existence of the

treaty. States now know how to settle their differences under the

convention and if they cannot settle by themselves they can take the case

to an international court in The Hague or in Hamburg, Germany.

The international rule of law on trade has also improved, he said. The

Legal Counsel's office in Vienna was being upgraded to a full division and

would serve not only the UN Commission on International Trade Law

(UNCITRAL), but would offer States technical advice on implementing

international trade conventions and laws.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Call for new tests on GM crops 
Major new field tests should be done before any genetically modified crops are allowed to be grown commercially in Britain, MPs are to say on Friday. 
The Environmental Audit Committee report comes just days before the government is expected to approve a type of GM maize for planting. 

The crop is believed less damaging to wildlife than its conventional version. 

But the unanimous cross-party committee report will say trials on the maize are invalid and new tests are needed. 

The committee says the ordinary maize used as a comparison in tests with its GM equivalent was sprayed with a powerful weed killer which is about to be banned. 

Controversial chemical 
But BBC environment correspondent Tim Hirsch said a series of new experiments would delay any GM planting for years. 

And scientists claim that even after the controversial chemical, atrazine, is withdrawn, the GM maize will still prove to be better for wildlife. 

The scientists, led by Professor Joe Perry from Rothamsted Research and writing in the journal Nature, have admitted the maize will not perform as well as it did in recent trials. 

But they believe it will still let more weeds flourish than conventional maize, helping birds and insects to survive. 

The scientists backing the GM maize come from the consortium which carried out the four-year trials on GM crops, known as farm-scale evaluations. 

In the trials, fields sown with genetically modified maize produced more weeds and seeds than those planted with conventional maize. 

'Fatally flawed' 
Two other trial crops, oilseed rape and beet, produced contrary results in separate tests, with the conventional fields emerging more wildlife-friendly than the GM ones. 

The independent body, Advisory Committee on Releases to the Environment (Acre), told the government that growing GM maize would not have adverse effects on wildlife. 

But both Acre and the scientists involved have echoed to some degree the concerns of opponents of GM crops, who said the maize trials had been fatally flawed by the use of the controversial and virulently powerful pesticide atrazine. 

Anti-GM campaigners say the maize trials will have to be run again with the chemicals introduced to replace atrazine - and argue the supposedly benign GM maize might then lose its advantage against the conventional crop. 

But the scientists counter that although withdrawing atrazine will lessen the comparative benefits for wildlife of GM maize, it will not cancel them altogether. 

Minutes of a Cabinet committee meeting seen by BBC Two's Newsnight suggest qualified approval for sowing GM maize is about to be given by the government. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/3534919.stm

__________________________________________________________________________________________ Headline:  Environmental peacemaking

Byline:  Mark Clayton Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

Date: 03/04/2004

Last month, Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan

declared war ... on the jellyfish. A particularly voracious species

known as Mnemiopsis is munching happily on phytoplankton in the Caspian

Sea, the building block for the sea's valuable fish stocks. As a

result, they're wiping out sturgeon and every other type of fish.

None of the five nations wants to see a repeat of what happened a few

years ago in the Black Sea, when the Mnemiopsis biomass - like the blob

that ate New York in a long-ago B-movie - grew larger than the world's

entire commercial fish catch.

So the Caspian countries, spurred by their common jellyfish enemy, are

coordinating under the umbrella of the Caspian Environment Program. A

five-year-old cooperative project to clean up the Caspian, the CEP has

made some significant headway as well as willing partners out of feisty

competitors.

Environmental problems that cross borders have often raised tensions

between nations. But a new generation of scholars and activists see in

these problems an opportunity to bring nations closer together. They

even have a name for it: environmental peacemaking.

From disputed territory between Peru and Ecuador to the China-Vietnam

border, hot spots that could trigger war instead have shown potential

to bring peace. Big political challenges persist, of course. But

advocates of environmental peacemaking point to a growing body of

evidence that shows that working together to save the environment can

begin to make peaceful neighbors of once-feisty nations.

"Environmental peacemaking is a reaction to the overwhelmingly negative

focus on environmental conflict," says Geoffrey Dabelko, director of

the Environmental Change and Security Project at the Woodrow Wilson

International Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C. "The focus has

been on the glass half empty. We need to focus on how can we harness

the environment, be more proactive - turn the whole issue on its head."

When it comes, for example, to who gets the rich oil deposits under the

Caspian, the five nations that border it are still fierce rivals. But

when it comes to the sea's environmental quality, they are quickly

learning to bury the hatchet and work together.

The Caspian's problems are enormous. Even before the Mnemiopsis came to

the Caspian in ship ballast water through the Volga River, oil slicks,

sewage, and overfishing threatened to kill the region's valuable fish

stocks on which all five nations rely. Now the jellyfish are rapidly

taking over. Just two inches long, Mnemiopsis reproduces quickly -

about 8,000 young every day.

"The environmental challenge in the Caspian really has brought these

governments together," says Mary Matthews, an environmental consultant

currently working on the cleanup. "Sure, there are some serious

problems, but there's also new hope for the Caspian."

While not new, environmental peacekeeping has been neglected for years

by researchers and activists in the field of environmental security.

Now, that's starting to change.

"One reason we're seeing a lot more interest in this idea now is that

the optimism of the early 1990s around the Rio Earth Summit has really

waned," says Ken Conca, director of the Harrison Program on the Future

Global Agenda at the University of Maryland in College Park. "It's

increasingly clear that broadly global and formally institutional

intergovernment cooperation will not be forthcoming anytime soon. So

people at the grass roots are looking for more practical approaches on

a more regional rather than global scale."

That includes "peace parks," often created in transboundary areas with

ecological significance. The number of transboundary protected areas,

including peace parks, more than doubled from 59 in 1988 to 169 in 2001

in 113 countries, according to the World Commission on Protected Areas.

While many such parks are, like laurel wreaths, bestowed only after

hostilities cease - in a growing number of instances the parks are

themselves the catalyst for peace. In 1998, for example, Peru and

Ecuador established Cordillera del Condor Peace Transborder Reserve in

a section of rain forest. Where for decades the two nations had fired

periodic artillery barrages at each another along this disputed section

of border land, the two now comanage a park.

That success encourages activist academics like Saleem Hassan Ali, a

political scientist at the University of Vermont at Burlington. As this

year marks the 50th anniversary of the first scaling of the fearsome

mountain K2, by an Italian team, Professor Ali and other researchers

along with activist groups are pushing India, Pakistan, and China to

establish a peace park in the Karakoram area around it. The plan would

involve a comanaged park that would draw ecotourists, but still protect

the snow leopard, Marco Polo sheep, and Tibetan gazelle.

That might seem a long shot to some, except that transboundary parks

are popping up like mushrooms in Africa among nations [see related

story left] that not long ago were shooting at one another.

Not all parks are on a glide path, however. Since the war ended in

1953, the narrow 115-mile-long demilitarized zone between the two

Koreas has undergone a radical transformation. Although it's the most

heavily mined area in the world, the DMZ has become a tranquil Eden.

Untrammeled by man for more than 50 years, the zone between the razor

wire has seen idle rice paddies morph into wetlands, now home to rare

birds and small animals like the red-crowned crane and yellow-necked

marten. Anything not large enough to trigger a land mine can call it

home.

Just a few years ago, warming relations between North and South Korea

brought calls for the DMZ to be turned into a UNESCO world biosphere

preserve. Now, with tensions rising over North Korea's nuclear problem,

the idea has ground to a halt.

"This is something that groups in South Korea would very much like to

see - and they're pushing for it," says Esook Yoon, a political

scientist at Kent State University in Ohio. "Ideally they want to do

that, expand it to a peacemaking process. But because of the standoff

over nuclear materials this process is stuck right now."

Similarly, a push by the Friends of the Earth Middle East (FOEME) to

get Jordan, Israel, and the Palestinian Authority to cooperate in

piping Red Sea water into the dying Dead Sea has been at an impasse

since renewed hostilities.

Diversion of rivers flowing into the world's saltiest body of water has

caused it to fall from 1,280 feet below sea level to more than 1,360

feet below sea level in the past 50 years - evaporating to just a third

of its former size. An $800 million pipeline from the Red Sea to the

Dead Sea would help restore the sea, eliminate sink holes, and

encourage tourism.

"The project is presently stuck," Gidon Bromberg, an FOEME activist,

comments in an e-mail. "I think the project, though, is far from dead

and that the parties will find the language to move forward."

Despite severe obstacles, some working examples of environmental

peacemaking are popping up in unexpected corners of the world. Today

the highway corridor connecting China and Vietnam, bitter enemies for

centuries, is still the largest conduit for smuggled wildlife in the

world. Trucks filled with sacks of snakes, turtles, pangolin, mongoose,

and civet cats flowed across the border into China, recalls Tom Dillon

of the World Wildlife Fund, who worked on halting such smuggling.

For years China had seemed relatively unconcerned, while Vietnam was

furious over losing its wildlife. But in the past year, the two nations

have begun working much more closely on enforcement measures to stem

the tide of Vietnamese and Laotian wildlife smuggling, Mr. Dillon says.

He predicts more progress this fall when talks under the Convention on

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, in

Bangkok, ratchet up the pressure on China and others nations.

"As the SARS epidemic has revealed the link between the consumption of

wildlife and public health, they've become much more serious about

stemming use of wildlife in medicine and stopping the trade in these

species," he says.

In the long run these efforts will succeed more often than not, Dr.

Matthews predicts. "There's not much in the way of political stakes, so

if all fails there's not nearly the embarrassment there would be on a

cooperative deal on the economy or military," she says. "The

environment is just a nice soft-political backdoor way for countries to

get along."

Maybe that's why the US and Cuba, along with Mexico, have embarked on a

new research program into the Gulf of Mexico ecosystem. It is thought

that Gulf currents carry fish, lobster, and larvae of other species

from Cuba and Mexico into US waters, and that sea turtles that nest on

US beaches feed in Cuban waters.

"Despite a chillier and chillier political climate between the US and

Cuba, this set of research activities has been licensed by the US

Treasury Department," says David Guggenheim, head of the newly formed

Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies at Texas A&M

University, in an e-mail. "We have gained support from the highest

levels of government in Cuba."

__________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Senators Grapple With Politics of Global Warming 

By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, March 4, 2004 (ENS) - The burning of fossils fuels is changing the climate and this change will have profound impacts on humanity and the Earth's biodiversity, a panel of scientists told the Senate Commerce Committee on Wednesday. The combined testimony of the panelists demonstrated the clear scientific evidence that supports that message, but whether it is enough to convince the elected officials of the U.S. government to take action is far less certain. 

"The question of how and when we deal with the threat of global warming is one of the great tests for our generation of elected officials," said Senator Joe Lieberman, a Connecticut Democrat. "The question is do we have the courage to begin to bring about the changes to protect us, our children and grandchildren?" [image: image5.jpg]



Senator John McCain says he is convinced by scientific evidence that climate change is a pressing issue of global importance. (Photo courtesy Office of the Senator)
Wednesday's hearing was part of an ongoing effort by Arizona Republican Senator John McCain to rally more support for the climate stewardship bill he and Lieberman have coauthored. 

The legislation would require some sectors of the U.S. economy to enact mandatory reductions of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. Of the six most damaging greenhouse gases, CO2 is the most abundant. 

The bill was defeated in the Senate last October by a vote of 53 to 44, but supporters of the legislation said the vote was a watershed moment in the U.S. debate over the issue of global warming. 

It was the first action on the issue by the Senate in six years. 

McCain, who is chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee, said he is determined not to abandon the proposal. 

"This is an issue of worldwide importance," McCain said. "We will get another vote and see if there is any temperature change in the Senate this spring." 

It is the changing temperature of the Earth that has McCain and others worried. The vast majority of climate scientists note that human emissions have already caused temperatures to increase slightly. They predict that if greenhouse gas emissions are left unchecked, surface temperatures on Earth will rise between 1.7 to 4.9 degrees Celsius by 2100. 

Higher temperatures caused by the increased levels of greenhouse gases are expected to result in rising sea levels, the melting of the polar ice caps, erratic and severe weather patterns, and a host of other environmental problems that could have far reaching economic and social impacts. 

It is politics - not science - that is prohibiting action on global warming, said Senator Frank Lautenberg, a New Jersey Democrat. 

"The failure of some of those in office to acknowledge these impacts is at best myopic, at worst irresponsible," Lautenberg said. "If we ignore 30 years of scientific data, we are putting ourselves in jeopardy." 

"We have to do more than study global climate change," Lautenberg said. "It is time for action." 

But the Bush administration does not agree and neither do many of its Congressional allies. They have consistently questioned the validity of the science behind global warming and argued against mandatory reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. 
The burning of fossil fuels is a key culprit in climate change. (Photo courtesy New Mexico Solar Energy Association)
Those who make such arguments do so despite "their lying eyes," McCain said. 

Global warming skeptics should take a look at the Arctic, said Dr. Robert Corell, a senior fellow at the American Meteorological Society and the chairman of the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA). 

The ACIA is an international team of 300 scientists, experts, and indigenous residents of the Arctic region who are preparing a comprehensive analysis of the impacts and consequences of climate variability and changes across the region. 

"The trends are absolutely clear," Corell said. "The climate is changing in the Arctic rapidly." 

In Alaska and western Canada, the average winter temperatures have increased by as much as three to four degrees Celsius over the past 60 years. 

During the past 30 years, Arctic sea ice extent has decreased, on average, by about 10 percent, and this change has been 20 percent faster during the past two decades. 

Continued melting of sea ice will lead to significant changes in the surface reflectivity, cloudiness, humidity, exchanges of heat and moisture, and ocean circulation, in particular along coastlines and near ice margins. 

"Indigenous people have been observing these changes for some time," Corell told the Senate committee. 

The cultures, livelihoods and health of the indigenous people of the Arctic are under threat from global warming, Corell said. Warmer climates could bring insects with diseases these people have never known and the species they depend upon, such as the polar bear, are unlikely to survive if global warming continues unabated. 

The fate of the Arctic is as a "window into the future" and a preview for what the rest of the world is likely to see over the next generation, Corell said. 

Dr. Lee Hannah, a research fellow with Conservation International, told the committee that climate change is the "major new threat to global biodiversity." 

"Even a perfect conservation effort cannot save species from extinction in the face of unchecked climate change," Hannah said. 
The lives and cultures of indigenous Arctic communities are being changed by global warming. (Photo courtesy Arctic Power)
The challenge for policymakers is to figure out how to deal with the realities of global warming, according to Dr. Jerry Mahlman, a climatologist with the National Center for Atmospheric Research. 

The viable options, Mahlman said, are mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions, adaptation to the effects of climate change, or doing nothing - business as usual. 

It is the third of these choices that "appears to be the unstated national and international policy," Mahlman said. 

McCain questioned Mahlman about allegations that the Bush administration pressured him to tone down his message about climate change at past hearings. 

"The real pressure was to make sure that I was not testifying something about the science that was embarrassing to the administration," said Mahlman, who added he avoided the concern by testifying as a private citizen. 

McCain acknowledged that there is little, if any support for his bill in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

"My proposal was widely touted but it is really an incredibly modest proposal," McCain said. "But we need a beginning." 

McCain's bill would set a nationwide cap on industrial emissions of C02 and reduce those emissions down to 2000 levels by 2010 through an emissions trading system. 

It does not address the C02 emissions from the nation's automobiles, which represent some 20 percent of the U.S. total. 

By contrast, the 37 other industrialized nations that have ratified the Kyoto climate protocol are committed to reducing their CO2 emissions an average of 5.2 percent from 1990 levels during the five years from 2008 through 2012. 

With less than five percent of the world's population, the United States is responsible for about 22 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Swissinfo
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Insurer warns of global warming catastrophe

 

By Thomas Atkins

GENEVA (Reuters) - The world's second-largest reinsurer Swiss Re warns that the costs of global warming threaten to spiral out of control,
forcing the human race into a catastrophe of its own making.

In a report revealing how climate change is rising on the corporate agenda, Swiss Re said the economic costs of global warming
threatened to double to $150 billion (81 billion pounds) a year in 10 years, hitting insurers with $30-40 billion in claims, or the equivalent of
one World Trade Centre attack annually.

"There is a danger that human intervention will accelerate and intensify natural climate changes to such a point that it will become
impossible to adapt our socio-economic systems in time," Swiss Re said in the report.

"The human race can lead itself into this climatic catastrophe -- or it can avert it."

The report comes as a growing number of policy experts warn that the environment is emerging as the security threat of the 21st century,
eclipsing terrorism.

Scientists expect global warming to trigger increasingly frequent and violent storms, heat waves, flooding, tornadoes, and cyclones while
other areas slip into cold or drought.

"Sea levels will continue to rise, glaciers retreat and snow cover decline," the insurer wrote.

EXPONENTIAL RISE

Losses to insurers from environmental events have risen exponentially over the past 30 years, and are expected to rise even more rapidly
still, said Swiss Re climate expert Pamela Heck.

"Scientists tell us that certain extreme events are going to increase in intensity and frequency in the future," Heck told Reuters by telephone.
"Climate change is very much in the mind of the insurance industry."

Over the past century, the average global temperature has increased by 0.6 degrees Centigrade, the largest rise for the northern
hemisphere in the past 1,000 years, Swiss Re said.

In the short- and medium-term, simply knowing that the planet is warming will allow society to adapt, for example, through infrastructure to
cope with more-frequent floods or by instructing farmers to use drought-resistent cereals.

In other cases, governments need to restrict risk-taking, such as approving housing developments in low-lying areas, and improve
catastrophe management capabilities.

In the long term, Swiss Re said, greenhouse gases widely thought to trigger global warming will need to be reduced, the use of fossil fuels
cut and new energy technologies developed
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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General environment news

Forest fire threatens century old trees in Ethiopia 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - A fire outbreak in Wondo Genet, southern Ethiopia is rapidly destroying the already declining forest cover in the region, according to a statement issued Thursday by the regional police commission. The commission said the fire started Wednesday in the Wondo Genet area, 270 km outside here, in the Southern Nation and Nationalities People Region (SNNPR), and was damaging various plant species, some as old as 100 years and above. It said endemic animal species in the forest were also facing the threat posed by the fire. In 2000, fire raged for months in the western and southeastern parts of Ethiopia, burning hundreds of fauna and flora as well as destroying human habitats. According to a report, the fire claimed around 100,000 hectares of natural and cultivated forest that had trees as old as 300 years.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng033057&dte=04/03/2004
Morocco puts official quake toll at 629 

Rabat, Morocco (PANA) - The earthquake that struck the northeastern Moroccan city of Al Hoceima and its environs left 629 dead, 926 injured and 15,230 homeless, according to a final count published here Thursday. Of the 926 injured persons, 101 are still under hospital care, including 14 at Rabat Hospital and 2 in the northeastern town of Nador, Communication minister Nabil Benabdellah told reporters. At least 2,539 houses collapsed 2,498 of them in rural and 41 in urban areas. Relief supplies as at 3 March included 18,760 tents, 168,870 blankets, 1,561 tons of food, 106 tons of drugs and 48 tons of clothing, the minister indicated.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng033113&dte=04/03/2004
Sandstorm hampers visibility in Nouakchott 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Residents of the Mauritanian capital, Nouakchott woke up Thursday morning to a brisk sandstorm that hampered visibility. Meantime, the Mauritanian meteorological services announced a sandstorm in the northern city of Bir Moghrein, saying there was "a gust of sandstorm moving from the North to northeast, affecting visibility throughout Mauritania." The situation is expected to improve in the next 24 hours, the services said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng033025&dte=04/03/2004
Italy to help Mauritania combat locusts 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Italy granted Mauritania 60 million Ouguiyas (about 190,000 Euros) to combat a locust invasion in its northern part, an official at the ministry of rural development and environment told PANA here Thursday. According to the official, the Italian contribution to be channeled through the UN Food and Agriculture Organization  (FAO) will be used to purchase equipment for spraying the locusts. In February, Mauritania launched an international appeal for aid to combat the spread of locusts in the country's northern regions.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng033067&dte=04/03/2004
Shell's Facility Spills Oil At Oviri-Olomu

Vanguard (Lagos): ANOTHER oil spill has been reported at Oviri-Olomu in Ughelli South Local Government Area of Delta state in which several villages were seriously impacted. The spill occurred on Tuesday in some of the oil wells owned by the Shell Petroleum Development Company Limited (SPDC) that are located in the area. However, the spill has sparked off controversy as the community has accused the management of Shell Petroleum Development Company Limited (SPDC) of allegedly setting the area on fire "inorder to cover up the oil spill." State Commissioner for Environment, Mr. George Ugbomah who led a team of his ministry staff on a visit to the area, yesterday, confirmed to reporters that "there was an oil spill" and expressed regret that the oil spill has not been properly cleaned up. He further expressed displeasure over the failure of management of the company to report the oil spill to his ministry on time. Briefing the Commissioner during the visit, President-General of Oviri-Olomu community, Mr. James Omoravwon accused SPDC of allegedly setting the impacted area on fire in order to cover up the spillage. He noted that "both the spill and the burning of the site have caused a lot of damage to the ecology of the affected areas". The community leader has therefore demanded that experts be sent by SPDC to test the soil of the affected areas in order to ascertain the extent of damage. And in addition, according to him, "adequate compensation should be made to the community."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403040422.html
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council hears proposal to revitalize UN Counter-Terrorism Committee 

*
Annan’s special envoy on Haiti goes to Jamaica, Caribbean Community’s chair

*
UN audit highlights problems in recruiting peacekeeping staff

*
Annan slated to spotlight challenge of development in upcoming Canada trip

*
Burundi: UN advisory group calls for self-reliance in food production

*
UN food agency ‘extremely concerned’ at thousands cut off by fighting in Burundi

*
No prospect for Darfur Sudanese to return soon – UN refugee chief

*
Afghan voters reach mid-way point at open registration centres – UN

*
UN food agency rushes nutritious meals to quake-hit Morocco
*
Annan names two women to senior-level UN jobs

*
UN Legal Counsel calls for more focus on state of environment

*
Nane Annan says men and women must join forces in fight against AIDS

*
Drought and HIV/AIDS combine to prolong Lesotho’s misery, say UN agencies

* * * *

Terrorism

4 March – Members of the United Nations anti-terrorism committee today agreed on the need to “revitalize” its work in order to adapt to the evolving nature of its mission and voiced support for a plan that aims to enhance the Security Council’s ability to help countries implement a resolution – adopted in the wake of the 11 September terrorist attacks against the United States – to fight the worldwide scourge.

In an open briefing on the work of the Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), the panel’s Chairman, Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain, stressed that the proposal to rejuvenate its work had originated from a dual conviction: that terrorism was one of the major threats to international peace and security; and that the UN must play a central role in the fight against that threat with the Council, through the CTC, leading the effort.

Ambassador Arias noted that the CTC’s present procedures and structures needed to be reconsidered, particularly since the Committee had evolved to assume a more proactive role in evaluating the implementation of the landmark anti-terror measure, resolution 1373. In addition, the CTC has stepped up its efforts to facilitate technical assistance to countries and to promote closer cooperation with international, regional and sub-regional organizations.

Resolution 1373, adopted on 28 September 2001, established the CTC and called on Member States to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorism, refrain from providing any support to entities or persons involved in terrorist acts, and deny safe haven to those who finance, plan, support and commit such acts. The Committee itself is not a sanctions body but rather monitors steps taken by countries, through the adoption of laws and regulations as well as the creation of administrative structures to combat terrorism.

A report presented last month by Ambassador Arias recommended that structural and operational changes to the Committee include the consolidation of the group of experts and the support staff from the UN Secretariat to enhance the Council’s ability to encourage implementation of the resolution and to monitor implementation on the part of Member States.

The new CTC structure would consist of a Plenary composed of the Security Council’s Member States focusing on strategic and policy decisions. A Bureau would comprise the Chair and Vice-Chairs, as well as the consolidated expert and Secretariat staff, known as the Counter Terrorism Executive Directorate (CTED) headed by an Executive Director.

The report also proposes that limits be established on the number of personnel allocated to the Committee and calls for a comprehensive Council review of the Committee by 31 December 2005. In addition, it includes a “sunset clause” set for 31 December 2007, so that in the absence of a renewal from the Security Council, the initiative would automatically terminate.

During today’s meeting, Council members, who also serve on the CTC, voiced support for the proposed changes, stressing that they would boost the UN’s ability to forestall terrorist threats. Participants emphasized that the suggested reforms would not alter the CTC’s mandate or undermine the UN secretariat, but rather would enhance the panel’s operational capacity.

* * *

Haiti

4 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy to Haiti, John Reginald Dumas, went to Jamaica today for talks on peace-building in Haiti with Jamaican Prime Minister Percival J. Patterson, the chairman of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

The Security Council approved a resolution on Sunday calling on the UN, CARICOM and the Organization of American States (OAS) to “promote the rebuilding of democratic institutions” and combat poverty in Haiti.

CARICOM and the OAS were the lead organizations in trying to work out a compromise between then-Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and his unarmed opposition prior to Mr. Aristide’s departure.

Representatives of the UN’s Department of Political Affairs and Department of Peacekeeping Operations, meanwhile, went to a meeting in Washington, D.C., convened today by the OAS Group of Friends of the Secretary-General on Haiti to share information about the Caribbean nation’s situation.

Attending the meeting were representatives of OAS member States, as well as other interested countries and organizations.

A UN spokesman, responding to press questions in New York, repeated that Mr. Annan had authorized the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Coordinator in Haiti, Adama Guindo, to join a CARICOM-proposed tripartite committee that would recommend nine Haitians who would, in turn, name an interim government.

* * *

Peacekeeping

4 March – The United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) took an average of 347 days to recruit staff to professional-level and other senior posts in 2002 – almost three times longer than the UN target, according to a report issued today by the UN’s internal auditing body.

The report by the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), based on a probe conducted last year, found that the biggest challenge for DPKO and the UN’s Office of Human Resources Management (OHRM) was sifting through the high volume of applicants for each vacant position.

Managers in the two sections received 13,800 applications for 76 posts in 2002, or an average of 181 for each position. In many of the cases, there was no filtering mechanism in place, and managers had to review every application to determine if they met the criteria for the vacancy.

The report noted, however, that recent changes to the computerized system, which handles applications, include the introduction of advanced search features and filtering mechanisms.

Overall, the audit found that the processing time had actually improved – in 2001 the average length of recruitment time was 362 days for the professional category and above.

The longest step in the process continues to be the time between the sending of a shortlist to DPKO and the Department making its recommendation on a preferred candidate. In 2002 this took an average of 119 days.

The audit also found that the geographical distribution and gender balance of successful candidates had improved during the review period. In 2002, for example, 35 per cent of 105 vacancies in DPKO were filled by women, compared to 31 per cent the previous year.

OIOS issued five recommendations, mainly aimed at screening applications more quickly and efficiently and standardizing recruitment protocols and publicized job requirements so that the entire process takes less time.

In a cover letter accompanying the document, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says he “generally concurs with the recommendations made in the report, which will contribute to the implementation of human resources management reform in the Secretariat.”

* * *

Canada

4 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will spotlight the need to place development at the centre of the global agenda during a two-day tour of Canada starting on Monday.

Mr. Annan will address that theme – as well as the task of finding more effective ways to tackle new and old challenges – in an address to a joint hearing of the Canadian Parliament in Ottawa, the national capital.

He is also expected to discuss Canada’s long history of contributing towards international cooperation, including in UN peacekeeping operations.

While in Ottawa, the Secretary-General will hold talks with Prime Minister Paul Martin and other members of his cabinet, including the foreign affairs, defence and development ministers.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today that Mr. Annan – who will be accompanied by his wife Nane on the official visit – will hold a separate meeting with Adrienne Clarkson, Canada’s Governor-General.

The Secretary-General will also meet Canadian Supreme Court judge Louise Arbour, who has just been appointed as the next UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Mr. Eckhard said Mr. Annan would lay wreaths at the monument for UN peacekeepers and the memorial for fallen Canadian humanitarian workers. He will also receive honorary degrees from the University of Ottawa and Carleton University.

* * *

Burundi

4 March – With food security a major challenge in post-conflict Burundi, the country’s authorities should rehabilitate the agricultural sector and address the question of access to land, a high-level United Nations advisory group says in a report.

The Economic and Social Council’s (ECOSOC) Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Burundi was mandated to assess the humanitarian and economic needs of the African Great Lakes country and advise the international community on offering assistance that would be “adequate, coherent, well coordinated and effective” and synergistic.

“The Group stresses that ensuring food security remains a major challenge for the country and that dependence on food aid should be gradually reduced through promotion of self-reliance at the community level,” it says. “It calls on the authorities of Burundi to intensify efforts to rehabilitate the agricultural sector.”

It also appeals to the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP) to aid the country in this effort.

The Group notes that after 10 years of ethnic conflict, Burundi’s Transitional Government faces enormous humanitarian, economic ands social challenges and has the highest proportion of displaced people of any African nation.

“The group recommends that the Government, in view of the already high population density and the expected need to resettle large numbers of returning refugees and internally displaced persons, address the issue of access to land,” the report states.

The Group, which was chaired by South Africa, also recommends that the Government include traditional conflict resolution mechanisms in its efforts to maintain peace.

* * *

Burundi

4 March – Voicing “extreme concern,” the United Nations emergency food agency said today an upsurge in fighting over past weeks in parts of Burundi has prevented it from feeding thousands of newly displaced people.

“Even a one-week delay for people who have no food and no way of getting food is a week too long,” the World Food Programme (WFP) Country Director in the central African country, Zlatan Milisic, said.

“WFP is extremely concerned about the nutritional status of displaced Burundians, as well as the limited ability of the already poor and struggling communities hosting them to cope,” Mr. Milisic added.

He pledged that when security conditions permit, “food will be quickly distributed to the displaced people.”

The last time WFP had access to these people was in mid-February. Since then further reports have emerged of residents fleeing rural communes after more clashes between the Government and the rebel Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL).

Despite improved overall security in most of Burundi, there are regular reports of displacements in western areas, especially Bujumbura Rural Province, where several thousand people have been forced to flee over recent weeks, according to WFP, which reported that targeted killings, rape of women, armed robbery and looting of households are continuing.

In many cases, when people flee the fighting they must leave their homes without taking any food with them. In their absence, their belongings, including clothes, kitchen utensils, and food stocks, are often plundered.

Since January, WFP has delivered about 1,150 tons of food aid in Bujumbura Rural province benefiting some 113,400 vulnerable people.

* * *

Sudan

4 March – After spending a day in the field listening to horror stories of aerial bombings and militia attacks, the United Nations refugee chief has acknowledged that the estimated 110,000 Sudanese who have fled their country and poured into eastern Chad may not be able to go home anytime soon.

“I just sat there and listened to their horrible stories,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers said after visiting some of the refugees in eastern Chad’s Touloum transit centre. He called for intensified efforts to bring peace to the Darfur region of western Sudan where the conflict between rebel movements, militias and the Government has also displaced an estimated 1 million people internally.

Noting that the refugees seemed very traumatized, Mr. Lubbers added: “There’s no immediate prospect for them to go back now. UNHCR’s role is to accommodate them in Chad until it is safe for them to go back to Darfur.” It could be “months and months” before they could even begin to think of returning home, he said.

Touloum houses more than 4,800 refugees, many of whom live in huts made of branches and UNHCR plastic sheeting. Some told Mr. Lubbers they fled after their villages were bombed by a plane, then attacked by militia. They walked for days to Tine on the border and built makeshift shelters before being moved by UNHCR to the safer site of Touloum.

Today the High Commissioner is scheduled to meet the UN Special Envoy to Sudan, Tom Eric Vraalsen, in N’Djamena, the Chadian capital.

* * *

Afghanistan

4 March – More than half the Afghans eligible to enrol in the first phase of the voter registration drive for national elections have already done so, the United Nations announced today.

Of the potential maximum 2.5 million voters in the eight cities where registration has already begun, more than 1.27 million have signed on, a spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Manoel de Almeida e Silva, told the press in Kabul.

Overall, Afghanistan has an estimated 10 million potential voters for the elections, scheduled to take place this year, but centres have so far been opened only in Kabul, Kunduz, Kandahar, Gardez, Herat, Mazar, Bamiyan and Jalalabad. Phase II of the registration drive is set to begin in May.

Only 27 per cent of those registered to date are women. In a bid to bring out the female vote in a country where women’s rights were severely restricted under the previous Taliban regime, some 600,000 extra posters and 300,000 leaflets are to be distributed beginning this week.

Printed in both Dari and Pashto, the principal Afghan languages, they say:  “Women cast your vote…your vote is important…register your names in order to vote and participate in the reconstruction of your country.”

* * *

Morocco

4 March – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today launched a $200,000 emergency operation to assist the victims of last month’s earthquake that devastated the Al-Hoceima region in northeastern Morocco.

The disaster, which hit in the early morning hours of 24 February, killed almost 600 people, injured hundreds of others and left many homeless. 

WFP, working together with the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and Moroccan government partners, will provide daily meals – consisting of high-energy biscuits and locally-procured cheese and milk – to some 16,000 school children and one-month rations of wheat flour, sugar and oil to 1,300 families in the region most affected by the earthquake. 

“Our aim is to encourage families to send their children back to school and help them to cope with their losses,” said Nicholas Oberlin, Programme Officer for WFP’s assessment team in Morocco. 

In the coming days, UNICEF will ship 225 recreation kits as well as 450 education kits for up to 35,000 children, and a limited number of large school tents, meningitis vaccines and water purification tablets to Morocco.

Many of the victims were caught in their sleep when the earthquake, registering 6.5 on the Richter scale, struck the port city of Al-Hoceima and its surrounding villages. Several aftershocks have continued to affect the area, some 300 kilometres northeast of Rabat, and many people are still afraid to sleep indoors, despite the cold and wet conditions, according to the UN. Some 500,000 homeless survivors are living in tents. 

* * * 

Appointments

4 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today announced the appointment of two women to posts at the level of Assistant Secretary-General: Elisabeth Lindenmayer of France and Angela Kane of Germany.

Ms. Lindenmayer has been appointed Deputy Chef de Cabinet in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General, while Ms. Kane has been named Assistant Secretary-General for General Assembly and Conference Management.

Ms. Lindenmayer, who has worked for the UN since 1977, has been serving as Executive Assistant to the Secretary-General since 1997. She has also served in several senior positions within the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), and before then worked in the Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Finance as well as in the Office of Human Resources Management.

Ms. Kane has been based in Asmara since January 2003, serving as Mr. Annan’s Deputy Special Representative for the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE). Before that she was Director of the Americas and Europe Division in the Department of Political Affairs (DPA). She has also held various positions in the Department of Public Information, among other assignments.

* * *

Legal Counsel

4 March – United Nations Legal Counsel Hans Corell appealed today for more attention to be paid to the condition of the world’s environment as he reflected on related conventions that have been ratified and have entered into force during his 10 years of UN service.

“There is a tendency, of course, because of the way some behave, that we are focusing on armed conflicts and the use of arms and issues related to that. What I am actually more concerned about now, since part of my responsibility is the environment, is the status of the globe on which we live,” the Under-Secretary-General told a pre-retirement news conference at UN Headquarters in New York.

“I have the responsibility of providing the Secretary-General’s report on the Law of the Sea. The seas, the oceans, 70 per cent of the globe, are deteriorating. We have deteriorating situations in other parts  – desertification and so forth.”

The world should focus on protecting the environment and on how to live in dignity on the globe in the future, he said.

One of the impressive achievements in recent times has been the entry into force of the Law of the Sea, which is also known as “The Constitution of the Seas,” Mr. Corell said.

An advocate of the international rule of law, he said it was difficult to assess how many conflicts have been prevented by the very existence of the treaty. States now know how to settle their differences under the convention and if they cannot settle by themselves they can take the case to an international court in The Hague or in Hamburg, Germany.

The international rule of law on trade has also improved, he said. The Legal Counsel’s office in Vienna was being upgraded to a full division and would serve not only the UN Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), but would offer States technical advice on implementing international trade conventions and laws.

* * *

Women’s Day

4 March – Men and women must work together to tackle AIDS by addressing fundamental issues of gender inequality and targeting young people who may be vulnerable to infection, Nane Annan, the wife of the United Nations Secretary-General, said today.

Addressing a luncheon in New York held to mark International Women’s Day – traditionally observed on 8 March – she pointed out that women now make up more than half of all people living with HIV/AIDS worldwide – a figure which rises to two-thirds among women aged 15 to 24 worldwide. In some countries in sub-Saharan Africa, girls of that age “may be five to six times more likely than boys of the same age to be infected,” she noted.

She hailed the support of men, noting that the Global Coalition on Women and AIDS formed last month includes the participation of people of both sexes in the shared struggle to stop the disease from spreading.

Illustrating this point, she recalled an encounter in Chile with a social worker helping abused women.  “When I asked those I met there what message they would like to send to the UN for the observance of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women in November he said: ‘Make sure that men join hands with you,’” she said, adding, “His words still reverberate.”

She also drew on personal experience to highlight the crucial role being played by young men as well as young women in the fight against AIDS. “From Pakistan to Bolivia, from Sarajevo to Mozambique, Ethiopia and Cameroon, I have met young people seriously engaged in peer education about the dangers of AIDS,” she said. “They have been passionate, caring, sometimes bold and direct, and you could see that these were not ‘nerds’, but ‘cool’ young people to whom others will listen.”

The event was hosted by the United States Committee for the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). Mrs. Annan hailed the group, telling participants that “By supporting UNIFEM, you are supporting women all around the world, not just on International Women’s Day, but every day of the year.”

* * *

Lesotho


4 March – Lesotho’s humanitarian crisis has entered a third year because of another severe drought and the worsening impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, the United Nations envoy to southern Africa warned today ahead of a visit by senior UN officials to the small landlocked State.

James T. Morris, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, said that hundreds of thousands of Basotho would need international assistance just to survive in 2004.

Mr. Morris is scheduled to arrive in Lesotho’s capital, Maseru, tomorrow for talks with government ministers and a tour of the worst-affected areas. He will be joined by Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).

Lesotho’s Government declared a state of emergency last month because of the imminent food shortages forced by the drought sweeping southern Africa. Early estimates indicate the country may only be able to produce 10 per cent of its annual cereal requirements, according to UN agencies.

The country also has the fourth highest adult prevalence rate for HIV/AIDS, with 31 per cent of Basotho adults infected. The agencies said 17 per cent of Lesotho’s children have been orphaned by the disease.

The agencies said the strong international response to UN appeals in 2002 and 2003 for emergency aid to Lesotho and five other Southern African countries prevented the situation from becoming a catastrophe.

But Mr. Morris cautioned that severe challenges remain. “Our work is far from finished,” he said. “After two years of real struggle and hardship, [the Basotho] will be even more at risk.”

Dr. Piot said the HIV/AIDS epidemic is destroying families and Lesotho has no chance of avoiding perpetual crisis unless the international community does more to help it combat the disease. “Drought has slashed Lesotho’s harvests over the past three years but HIV/AIDS is at the root of the food crisis – as well as of other crises in health and education,” he said.

Ms. Bellamy said it is essential that young children receive the right information, skills and support so that they can be protected from contracting HIV/AIDS and hold “a fighting chance of having a healthy and productive future.”

UNICEF has provided literacy kits to thousands of orphans and children not yet in school, while helping to finance programmes against measles and the mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

We have some visitors from the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  Welcome.

**Guest at Noon
Our guest today will be Hans Corell, who is giving a wrap-up briefing after 10 years as the UN’s Legal Counsel.  And this will be his farewell call on you.

**SG to Canada
On Monday, the Secretary-General will leave for an official visit to Canada, accompanied by his wife, Nane.
While in Ottawa, the Secretary-General will meet with Prime Minister Paul Martin as well as other members of his cabinet, including the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defence and Development and Cooperation.  He will also hold a separate meeting with Canada’s Governor General Adrienne Clarkson.
The Secretary-General will also deliver an address to the joint Houses of Parliament.
And during his stay in the Canadian capital, he will lay wreaths at the monument for UN Peacekeepers and the memorial for fallen Canadian humanitarian workers. 
The Secretary-General will also have an opportunity to meet with the new High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour.
Prior to his departure, the Secretary-General will receive honorary degrees from the University of Ottawa and CarletonUniversity.
He will be back in the office on Wednesday.
**Haiti Update
John Reginald Dumas, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Haiti, has left New York and is on his way to Jamaica, where he will meet with the Prime Minister, P.J. Patterson, who’s also the head of the Caribbean Community, or CARICOM.
Meanwhile, in Washington today, there’s a meeting of the Group of Friends of the Secretary-General of the Organization of American States (OAS) on Haiti.  The meeting is open to all OASmemberStates, interested Permanent Observers and other interested States and international organizations.
At the invitation of the OAS, representatives from the UN’s Department of Political Affairs and Department of Peacekeeping Operations will also attend the meeting –- which is aimed at sharing information on recent developments in Haiti.
Closer to home, Jan Egeland, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator, is due to brief the Security Council in consultations tomorrow on the humanitarian situation in Haiti.
**Myanmar
We expect to have a statement regarding Razali Ismail’s recent visit to Myanmar, and as soon as we have that approved, we will release it to you.
**Security Council 
The Security Council is holding an open meeting today on the subject:  “Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts”.
Under discussion is a letter dated 19 February from the Chairman of the Security Council Committee on Counter-Terrorism, Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain, to the Security Council President, which focuses on the revitalization of that Committee.
Ambassador Arias briefed members on the work of his Committee, and more than 30 speakers are on the speakers list.
**OIOS Report
The Department of Peacekeeping Operations takes 347 days, on average, to recruit professional and senior staff -– much more time than the goal of 120 days for such recruitment, the Office of Internal Oversight Services says in a report that is out on the racks today.
The biggest challenge faced in the recruitment process, the OIOS says, is that managers had to review some 13,800 applications, received in response to 76 vacancy announcements issued during 2002.  Because of a lack of a filtering mechanism in the computerized system used to process the applications, managers had to review every applicant –- although now, the report notes, advanced search features have been added to the computerized system.
By the way, the report notes that, out of 105 professional and senior candidates appointed in 2002, 35 per cent were women, an improvement over the previous year, when the figure was 31 per cent.

**SG Appointments
The Secretary-General has decided on the following two high-level appointments.
Elisabeth Lindenmayer of France will become Assistant Secretary-General, occupying the post of Deputy Chef de Cabinet in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General.
And Angela Kane of Germany will be the new Assistant Secretary-General for General Assembly Affairs and Conference Management.  We have biographical notes on both in my office.
**Mrs. Annan
Nane Annan will today give opening remarks at an International Women’s Day luncheon hosted by the US Committee for UNIFEM in the Delegates’ Dining Room.
Mrs. Annan will speak on the growing impact of AIDS on women, especially young women, which she says “forces us to focus on the inequalities and power relations that exist between men and women”.
Other speakers include Dr. Charlotte Bunch of the Center for Women’s Global Leadership, and UNIFEM Executive Director Noeleen Heyzer.
Also, Mrs. Annan tomorrow will welcome children from Marin County, California, who have raised 7 million pennies through the Pennies for Peace-Making Change Work initiative, for mine action activities specifically geared toward children in Afghanistan.  That will happen at 8:45 a.m. at the Peace Bell outside the building.
The money -– seventy thousand dollars worth of pennies -- has been handed over to the United Nations Mine Action Service.
**Burundi
The Economic and Social Council’s Advisory Group on Burundi says that ensuring food security remains a major challenge for that country, and that dependence on food aid should be gradually reduced through the promotion of self-reliance at the community level.
In a report, which is out today, the Advisory Group, which comprises six ambassadors on the Economic and Social Council, welcomes the recent progress in Burundi’s peace process.  But it notes the enormous challenges in resettling refugees and internally displaced persons, and adds that Burundi faces a growing problem of violence against women and children.
The World Food Programme, meanwhile, today expressed concern that a surge in fighting in parts of Burundi over the past several weeks has prevented it from delivering food aid to thousands of people newly displaced to an area outside the capital, Bujumbura.
**Sudan/Chad Refugees
The UN Higher Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, has acknowledged that Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad may not be able to go home any time soon.
Lubbers has been visiting Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad’s Touloum transit centre, which houses more than 4,800 refugees, many of whom live in huts made of branches and plastic sheeting.
Lubbers said it could be months before the refugees could even begin to think of returning home.  We have more in a press release on that.
**Arab Journalists
Throughout this week, the Department of Public Information has organized a program for 11 senior Arab journalists to receive briefings on the work of the United Nations, and today, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette will talk to the group on UN reform.
The Secretary-General is expected to meet with the Arab journalists tomorrow.  The program of briefings was organized in cooperation with the Better World Fund and the UN Fund for International Partnerships.
**World Chronicle Television Programme
Another World Chronicle programme to flag for you today, No. 929, featuring Dr. Ebrahim Samba, the WHO Regional Director for Africa, and that, as usual, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 or 31.
That’s all I have for you.
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, can you explain to us the rationale and the role of the UNDP in forming the new Haitian Government because I noticed yesterday that the UNDP Representative will participate in the formation of the new Haitian Government?  Can you explain that to us the rationale of this?  Who authorized that?

Spokesman:  I answered this question yesterday, Serge.  The Secretary-General authorized it on Sunday and reported that to the Security Council on Sunday… (interrupted)

Question:  But who gave the Secretary-General the power to authorize the formation of a government?  Where in the Charter do we have this?

Spokesman:  You’re looking at this from the wrong end.  This Resident Representative is extremely experienced in these kinds of matters.  He was asked to participate in a trilateral mechanism that had been recommended by CARICOM as part of their plan for getting Haiti out of its political crisis.  Because at that time, we had no other person to send, and because this particular Resident Representative is particularly experienced in this area, the Secretary-General approved him taking on this responsibility.  Now, I did say also, I think it was yesterday, that as soon as his role on this mechanism ends, and the mechanism is made up of, in addition to the UN Representative, a representative of the government and a representative of the opposition, once they agree on a nine-person panel to select a government, this Resident Representative will withdraw and go back to his development work.  And of course, you have now the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy appointed, on his way to the region as we speak now, who will take over for the Resident Representative and represent the Secretary-General on all political matters regarding Haiti.  It’s a stopgap measure, if you will.  Yes, Abdurahim?
Question:  On the two high-level appointments, can you address the significance of adding more French and German input to the Secretariat as opposed to American input?  Is there… is there…?

Spokesman:  These two people have been in the UN system a long time.  They’ve worked their way up the ladder as international civil servants.  So, he didn’t see it as an appointment of a German and a French woman.  He saw it as the appointment of two people who had been serving him long and hard and who deserved a promotion.  That’s how I would answer that. Yes?

Question:  Fred, on Venezuela, can you give us a read out of the meeting yesterday between the Ambassador and the Secretary-General, and did Ambassador Alcalay ask him for anything in particular; any role in the situation in Venezuela?

Spokesman:  I don’t have a read out of that meeting.  I think the Ambassador spoke to you this morning and announced that he was resigning.  He did tell the Secretary-General yesterday that that was his intention.  That’s the only thing I was told that they spoke of.  I can’t say that other things didn’t come up, but that’s all I was told from that meeting.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, do you expect another statement regarding the resignation?

Spokesman:  I don’t believe so, no.  Yes, Richard?

Question:  (Inaudible)… level of concern in the political department of the UN and the Secretary-General’s, for about the Venezuela turmoil?  Impact on the region in light of what happened in Haiti and other internal problems?
Spokesman:  We’re looking at it very closely and watch this space.  Yes?

Question:  Does Ms. Louise Fréchette intend to come, since she is very close now in Canada, obviously here to New York and how can we get an interview with her?

Spokesman:  That’s your second interview question in a week, Erol.  She is upstairs.

Question:  Oh, here?

Spokesman:  Yes, she’s here.  We process all interview requests for her through my office.  We’d be happy, if you give me a piece of paper, to send it up to her office.  She will be in Canada with the Secretary-General on Monday, however.  Yes? 

Question:  Another question, there is a panel on slavery in Sudan here at 1:00 o’clock.  Is there anybody from the United Nations system at any level going to participate on that panel or going to attend?

Spokesman:  I don’t have that information.  I will look into it for you.  Richard?

Question:  Did the 11:30 meeting with the British Ambassador take place?

Spokesman:  It started a few minutes late.  The Secretary-General was a little late arriving, but it did take place, yes. 

Question:  Can you just clarify, the previous meeting that was postponed, was that at the request of the Secretary-General or of the British?  And this meeting was at the request of the SG?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General asked to see the Ambassador.  The Ambassador asked for a postponement of a couple of days, and that meeting is now taking place or has taken place.

Question:  Do you expect any type of read out?

Spokesman:  No, I don’t.  Yes?

Question:  Is it possible to get a read out of this meeting, or Ambassador Jones Parry? 

Spokesman:  No.  I was just asked and I said I don’t expect any read out of that meeting.  You can guess at least one of the subjects that’s on the agenda.

Question:  (Inaudible)  …some of his aides wanting him to be angry about it, I mean has his mood about the alleged reported bugging, has it changed in any way because he said he is speaking through you on this issue, so?

Spokesman:  Well, you also heard him tell you that he stands by the statement that I issued on his behalf last week.  His mood hasn’t changed.  And we don’t discuss differences among his aides.  The words, as we issue them are his words.

Okay, Hans, welcome.  Come up to the briefing, take the podium.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "NairobiDam" ��Xinhua News Agency - UN launches initiative to restore Nairobi Dam�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecoprotection" ��Bahrain Tribune Daily - Parliamentarians’ role in eco protection discussed�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Volunteers" ��ENO - Environmental online school needs volunteers�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Antimalaria" ��BBC - Battle over anti-malaria chemical�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Malaria" ��BBC - West stands accused over malaria� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nations" ��Kinston Free Press - Good idea for rich nations can be deadly for poor�
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