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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 5  November 2004



Other Environment-related News

· 
Associated Press - Putin signs Kyoto Protocol, completing Russia's ratification
·    TASS - Putin signs law on Kyoto Protocol ratification
·   Washington Post - Bush administration fighting global-warming policies   
·   MSNBC - U.S. in new warming battle — over Arctic
·   CBC - Climate change is here, now, say scientists
·    BBC - Arctic heads into warmer future
· Ria Novosti  - Climate Change May Affect Human Health – Expert
· AAP NEWSFEED - Fed: Australian heads to UAE to deliver condolences

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions


Other UN News
· UN Daily News  of 4 November 2004
· S.G’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 4 November 2004


BBC

World ‘will act on climate gases’
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The Larsen B ice shelf collapse: An "instructive disaster"?


International action to cut greenhouse gases is on the way, a leading British expert on the environment believes. 
Sir Crispin Tickell, a former diplomat and government adviser, says urgent action is needed because climate change is more serious even than terrorism. 
Many in the US administration are "in a state of denial", he says, but other US attitudes on climate are changing fast. 
In a speech in Cambridge Sir Crispin says he thinks the world will finally act together to confront the threat. 
Accelerating crisis 
Speaking in the first of a series of lectures entitled Environment on the Edge, he says the Earth is in an unparalleled situation, because several problems are reaching a critical point simultaneously. 
The lectures are organised by the United Nations Environment Programme/World Conservation Monitoring Centre, the British Antarctic Survey, and St Edmund's College and New Hall, Cambridge. 
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Sucking up to car drivers or calling for new airports does not suggest that all politicians have yet understood what is at stake 

Sir Crispin Tickell 


Our problems are taking us into "a no-analogue state", Sir Crispin says, and our ability to influence other species "has given us a profound conceit of ourselves". 
The six main threats he believes are pushing the environment to the edge are: population increase; land degradation and waste; water pollution and supply; climate change; energy production and use; and the destruction of biodiversity. 
He says: "Our use of other species is coupled with an amazing ignorance of how natural systems work, their awe-inspiring interconnectedness, and our total reliance on natural services. 
Warning from the past 
"Nothing is more difficult than learning to think differently. The problem... goes to the roots of how we run our society. It relates to our value system. 
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More roads "are not the answer"


"In addition to the traditional costs of research, process, production and so on, prices should reflect the costs involved in replacing a resource or substituting for it; and the costs of the associated environmental problems. 
"There have been some 30 urban civilisations before our own. All eventually crashed." 
Sir Crispin argues for the creation of a World Environment Organisation "to balance - and be a partner of - the World Trade Organisation". 
Destabilising poverty 
He says the understandable desire of most poor countries to follow the industrialised world in raising living standards and joining the consumer culture is in many ways impossible. 
He says: "Over the last few years stock market indices may have risen, but the world's natural wealth, measured by the health of its ecosystems, fell by no less than 30% between 1970 and 1995." 
Sir Crispin identifies the global division between rich and poor as "a prime and growing source of insecurity for all". 
Calling for urgent action on climate change, he says: "Sucking up to car drivers or calling for new airports does not suggest that all politicians have yet understood what is at stake." 
To bring about change, he says, "we need three things: leadership from above; public pressure from below; and - usually - some instructive disasters to jerk us out of our inertia." 


___________________________________________________________________________
Boston Globe

Queen Elizabeth II opens climate change meeting in Germany, remembers World War II suffering 

By Sven Kaestner, Associated Press, 11/3/2004 13:15

	


POTSDAM, Germany (AP) Britain's Queen Elizabeth II opened a conference on climate change during a state visit Wednesday and praised the progress made by Germany's formerly communist east. 

The queen, whose trip to Germany has highlighted the countries' post-World War II reconciliation, had lunch at the Cecilienhof manor in Potsdam, just outside Berlin, where American, Russian and British leaders met for two weeks in 1945 to discuss the shape of postwar Europe. 

She spoke of the transformation of Germany's eastern states after the country reunified 14 years ago. 

''I would like to pay tribute to all you have achieved,'' she said. ''Multiparty democracy and the rule of law are firmly established again, and so, too, is the free market economy.'' 

The queen and Prince Philip planned to visit a nearby stately home, Krongut Bornstedt where the queen's great-great-aunt and her husband cultivated a vast English garden to meet employees of Rolls-Royce Aeroengines. The company produces airplane engines in the state of Brandenburg, which surrounds Berlin. 

''I am pleased that Britain continues to play an active role in promoting Brandenburg's prosperity,'' the queen said. 

She showed her interest in climate change by opening the one-day British-German conference at the British Embassy, titled ''Climate Change: Meeting the Challenge Together,'' which was to work on recommendations to Prime Minister Tony Blair for next year's British presidency of the Group of Eight industrial nations. 

''I'm hugely happy that the queen herself is identifying herself with this issue,'' U.N. Environment Program chief Klaus Toepfer, who chaired the meeting, told ARD television. ''She is showing that we have to act.'' 

The postwar reconciliation between Britain and Germany also has been a key issue on the queen's state visit, her fourth to Germany and her second since the country was reunited in 1990. 

''We owe it to those who built that partnership to continue the process into the 21st century: to learn from history and not be obsessed by it; to look beyond the simplistic stereotypes to realize how often we share the same outlook,'' the queen said at a state banquet Tuesday night. 

''In remembering the appalling suffering of war on both sides, we recognize how precious is the peace we have built in Europe since 1945,'' the queen said. 

Later Wednesday, the queen was to host a concert at the Berlin Philharmonic, the proceeds of which will go toward restoring the Frauenkirche, or Church of Our Lady, in Dresden a city devastated by Allied firebombing in 1945. 

She also was to lay a wreath at a Commonwealth war graves ceremony in Stahnsdorf, south of the capital. 

The Gulf Daily News

Let's all learn from history says Queen 

BERLIN: Britain's Queen Elizabeth yesterday opened a conference on climate change during a state visit to Germany during which she underlined the countries' post-Second World War reconciliation, calling on both nations to "learn from history and not be obsessed by it". 

The one-day British-German conference at the British Embassy, titled "Climate Change: Meeting the Challenge Together" was to work on recommendations to Prime Minister Tony Blair for next year's British presidency of the Group of Eight industrial nations.

"I'm hugely happy that the Queen herself is identifying herself with this issue," UN Environment Programme chief Klaus Toepfer, who chaired the meeting, told ARD television.

"She is showing that we have to act."

The Queen signalled her interest in climate change when she opened her state visit on Tuesday, meeting a group of German and British teenagers, listening attentively as they demonstrated the effects of climate change on a model globe.

The postwar reconciliation between Britain and Germany also has been a key issue on the Queen's state visit, her fourth to Germany.

"We owe it to those who built that partnership to continue the process into the 21st century: to learn from history and not be obsessed by it; to look beyond the simplistic stereotypes to realise how often we share the same outlook," she said at a state banquet.

"In remembering the appalling suffering of war on both sides, we recognise how precious is the peace we have built in Europe since 1945," the Queen said. 

Earlier, she laid a wreath at Germany's central memorial for victims of wars, the Neue Wache, on the central Unter den Linden boulevard.

The Queen is also to host a gala concert at the Berlin Philharmonic, the proceeds of which will go toward restoring the Frau-en-kirche, or Church of Our Lady, in Dresden - a city devastated by Allied firebombing in 1945.

Accompanied by Berlin Mayor Klaus Wowereit, she visited the capital's Museum Island.

  __________________________________________________________________________________
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Queen Elizabeth praises Germany's achievements

Thursday, November 4, 2004

POTSDAM, Germany Queen Elizabeth II opened a conference on climate change Wednesday and praised the progress made by Germany's formerly communist East.

.

The queen, whose state visit to Germany has highlighted the countries' post-World War II reconciliation, had lunch at the Cecilienhof manor in Potsdam, just outside Berlin, where American, Russian and British leaders met for two weeks in 1945 to discuss the shape of postwar Europe.

.

She spoke of the transformation of Germany's Eastern states after the country reunified 14 years ago.

.

"I would like to pay tribute to all you have achieved," she said. "Multiparty democracy and the rule of law are firmly established again, and so, too, is the free market economy."

.

She showed her interest in climate change by opening the one-day British-German conference at the British Embassy, titled "Climate Change: Meeting the Challenge Together," which was to work on recommendations to Prime Minister Tony Blair for next year's British presidency of the Group of Eight industrial nations.

.

"I'm hugely happy that the queen herself is identifying herself with this issue," said the chief of the UN environment program, Klaus Töpfer, who led the meeting. "She is showing that we have to act."

.

The postwar reconciliation between Britain and Germany also has been a key issue on the queen's state visit, which is her fourth to Germany and her second since the country was reunited in 1990.

.

"We owe it to those who built that partnership to continue the process into the 21st century: to learn from history and not be obsessed by it; to look beyond the simplistic stereotypes to realize how often we share the same outlook," the queen said at a state banquet Tuesday night.

.

"In remembering the appalling suffering of war on both sides, we recognize how precious is the peace we have built in Europe since 1945," the queen said.

.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Glasgow Daily Record

WE DON'T WANT BERTI BACK, MA'AM

Nov 4 2004

FLOP Scotland boss Berti Vogts fled the country blaming moaning fans for his departure.

But yesterday, a German football fan showed what they think of Berti in his homeland - by holding up a poster during a visit by the Queen to Potsdam.

And his message doesn't bode well for Berti's prospects on the job market .

The heartfelt protest was a small diversion from the serious business of the day as the Queen, accompanied by Prince Philip, opened a British- German meeting on climate change.

The one-day conference was to work on recommendations to Tony Blair for next year's British presidency of the Group of Eight industrial nations.

UN environment chief Klaus Toepfer, who chaired the meeting, said: 'I'm hugely happy the Queen is identifying herself with this issue. She is showing that we have to act.'

The Queen is reported to have become increasingly concerned about green issues and has told the Prime Minister she isn't happy the US has not signed up to the Kyoto Protocol to cut carbon dioxide emissions.

Later in the day, the Queen and Philip laid a wreath at war graves in Stahndorf.

CNN
UK queen marks WWII suffering

Wednesday, November 3, 2004 Posted: 0133 GMT (0933 HKT) 
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Britain's Queen Elizabeth and German President Horst Koehler have urged people to look beyond old stereotypes.
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BERLIN, Germany (AP) -- Britain's Queen Elizabeth II has laid a wreath at Germany's national war memorial and urged remembrance of the suffering of both sides in World War II.
She made a state visit Tuesday that underlined the two countries' postwar reconciliation. German President Horst Koehler received the queen and her husband, Prince Philip, at a state dinner. 

The British and German leaders praised their nations' close relationship, and called on their people to look beyond old stereotypes.

"In remembering the appalling suffering of war on both sides, we recognize how precious is the peace we have built in Europe since 1945," the queen said.

"We owe it to those who built (the) partnership to continue the process into the 21st century: to learn from history and not be obsessed by it; to look beyond the simplistic stereotypes to realize how often we share the same outlook," she said.

Koehler thanked the queen for her reconciliation efforts and "because you supported the freshly unified Germany."

The queen earlier received military honors at Charlottenburg palace, the German head of state's temporary headquarters. She also met with Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and a group of German and British teenagers.

On Wednesday, she opens a conference on climate change at the British Embassy, chaired by Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program.

She will also attend a gala concert at the Berlin Philharmonic. The proceeds will help restore the Frauenkirche, or Church of Our Lady, in Dresden -- devastated by Allied firebombing in 1945.

After meeting Koehler and Schroeder, the queen laid a wreath at Germany's central memorial for war victims, the Neue Wache, on the central Unter den Linden boulevard.

Dedicated in 1993, the memorial includes the ashes of an unknown soldier and an unknown concentration camp victim.

It is the 78-year-old monarch's fourth state visit to Germany, following trips to West Germany in 1965 and 1978 and the reunited Germany in 1992.

__________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press

Britain's queen in Germany

BERLIN - Britain's Queen Elizabeth II laid a wreath at Germany's national war memorial and urged remembrance of the suffering of both sides in World War II during a state visit Tuesday that underlined the two countries' postwar reconciliation.

   President Horst Koehler received the queen and her husband, Prince Philip, at a state dinner. The British and German leaders praised their nations' close relationship, and called on their people to look beyond old stereotypes.

   ''In remembering the appalling suffering of war on both sides, we recognize how precious is the peace we have built in Europe since 1945,'' the queen said.

   ''We owe it to those who built [the] partnership to continue the process into the 21st century: to learn from history   and not be obsessed by it; to look beyond the simplistic stereotypes to realize how often we share the same outlook,'' she said.

   Koehler thanked the queen for her reconciliation efforts and ''because you supported the freshly unified Germany.''

   The queen earlier received military honors at Charlottenburg palace, the German head of state's temporary headquarters. She  also met with Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and a group of German and British teenagers.

   Today, she will open a conference on climate change at the British Embassy, chaired by Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program.

   After meeting Koehler and Schroeder, the queen laid a wreath at Germany's central memorial for war victims, the Neue Wache, on the central Unter den Linden boulevard.

   Dedicated   in 1993, the memorial includes the ashes of an unknown soldier and an unknown concentration camp victim.
NapaNet Daily News

Queen Elizabeth II opens climate meeting in Germany

Thursday, November 4, 2004

 

POTSDAM, Germany -- Britain's Queen Elizabeth II opened a conference on climate change during a state visit Wednesday and praised the progress made by Germany's formerly communist east.

The queen, whose trip to Germany has highlighted the countries' post-World War II reconciliation, had lunch at the Cecilienhof manor in Potsdam, just outside Berlin, where American, Russian and British leaders met for two weeks in 1945 to discuss the shape of postwar Europe.

She spoke of the transformation of Germany's eastern states after the country reunified 14 years ago.

"I would like to pay tribute to all you have achieved," she said. "Multiparty democracy and the rule of law are firmly established again, and so, too, is the free market economy."

The queen and Prince Philip planned to visit a nearby stately home, Krongut Bornstedt -- where the queen's great-great-aunt and her husband cultivated a vast English garden -- to meet employees of Rolls-Royce Aeroengines. The company produces airplane engines in the state of Brandenburg, which surrounds Berlin.

"I am pleased that Britain continues to play an active role in promoting Brandenburg's prosperity," the queen said.

She showed her interest in climate change by opening the one-day British-German conference at the British Embassy, titled "Climate Change: Meeting the Challenge Together," which was to work on recommendations to Prime Minister Tony Blair for next year's British presidency of the Group of Eight industrial nations.

"I'm hugely happy that the queen herself is identifying herself with this issue," U.N. Environment Program chief Klaus Toepfer, who chaired the meeting, told ARD television. "She is showing that we have to act."

The postwar reconciliation between Britain and Germany also has been a key issue on the queen's state visit, her fourth to Germany and her second since the country was reunited in 1990.

"We owe it to those who built that partnership to continue the process into the 21st century: to learn from history and not be obsessed by it; to look beyond the simplistic stereotypes to realize how often we share the same outlook," the queen said at a state banquet Tuesday night.

"In remembering the appalling suffering of war on both sides, we recognize how precious is the peace we have built in Europe since 1945," the queen said.

Later Wednesday, the queen was to host a concert at the Berlin Philharmonic, the proceeds of which will go toward restoring the Frauenkirche, or Church of Our Lady, in Dresden -- a city devastated by Allied firebombing in 1945.

She also was to lay a wreath at a Commonwealth war graves ceremony in Stahnsdorf, south of the capital.
Sarasota Herald Tribune

Queen Elizabeth II Opens Climate Forum


POTSDAM, Germany -- Britain's Queen Elizabeth II opened a conference on climate change during a state visit Wednesday and praised the progress made by Germany's formerly communist east.

The queen, whose trip to Germany has highlighted the countries' post-World War II reconciliation, had lunch at the Cecilienhof manor in Potsdam, just outside Berlin, where American, Russian and British leaders met for two weeks in 1945 to discuss the shape of postwar Europe.

She spoke of the transformation of Germany's eastern states after the country reunified 14 years ago.

"I would like to pay tribute to all you have achieved," she said. "Multiparty democracy and the rule of law are firmly established again, and so, too, is the free market economy."

The queen and Prince Philip planned to visit a nearby stately home, Krongut Bornstedt - where the queen's great-great-aunt and her husband cultivated a vast English garden - to meet employees of Rolls-Royce Aeroengines. The company produces airplane engines in the state of Brandenburg, which surrounds Berlin.

"I am pleased that Britain continues to play an active role in promoting Brandenburg's prosperity," the queen said.

She showed her interest in climate change by opening the one-day British-German conference at the British Embassy, titled "Climate Change: Meeting the Challenge Together," which was to work on recommendations to Prime Minister Tony Blair for next year's British presidency of the Group of Eight industrial nations.

"I'm hugely happy that the queen herself is identifying herself with this issue," U.N. Environment Program chief Klaus Toepfer, who chaired the meeting, told ARD television. "She is showing that we have to act."

The postwar reconciliation between Britain and Germany also has been a key issue on the queen's state visit, her fourth to Germany and her second since the country was reunited in 1990.

"We owe it to those who built that partnership to continue the process into the 21st century: to learn from history and not be obsessed by it; to look beyond the simplistic stereotypes to realize how often we share the same outlook," the queen said at a state banquet Tuesday night.

"In remembering the appalling suffering of war on both sides, we recognize how precious is the peace we have built in Europe since 1945," the queen said.

Later Wednesday, the queen was to host a concert at the Berlin Philharmonic, the proceeds of which will go toward

ABC News

Queen Elizabeth II Opens Climate Forum

Queen Elizabeth II Opens Climate Change Meeting in Germany, Remembers World War II Suffering
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Britain's Queen Elizabeth II and her husband Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, left, arrive in Potsdam near Berlin after a ride in a interurban train Wednesday Nov. 3, 2004. The Queen, hoping to further reconciliation between Britain and Germany, urged the two former World War Two foes to learn from history but not be obsessed by the past and to reject national stereotypes. (AP Photo/Michael Dalder, Pool)

POTSDAM, Germany Nov 3, 2004 — Britain's Queen Elizabeth II opened a conference on climate change during a state visit Wednesday and praised the progress made by Germany's formerly communist east. 

The queen, whose trip to Germany has highlighted the countries' post-World War II reconciliation, had lunch at the Cecilienhof manor in Potsdam, just outside Berlin, where American, Russian and British leaders met for two weeks in 1945 to discuss the shape of postwar Europe. 

She spoke of the transformation of Germany's eastern states after the country reunified 14 years ago. 

"I would like to pay tribute to all you have achieved," she said. "Multiparty democracy and the rule of law are firmly established again, and so, too, is the free market economy."

The queen and Prince Philip planned to visit a nearby stately home, Krongut Bornstedt where the queen's great-great-aunt and her husband cultivated a vast English garden to meet employees of Rolls-Royce Aeroengines. The company produces airplane engines in the state of Brandenburg, which surrounds Berlin. 

"I am pleased that Britain continues to play an active role in promoting Brandenburg's prosperity," the queen said. 

She showed her interest in climate change by opening the one-day British-German conference at the British Embassy, titled "Climate Change: Meeting the Challenge Together," which was to work on recommendations to Prime Minister Tony Blair for next year's British presidency of the Group of Eight industrial nations. 

"I'm hugely happy that the queen herself is identifying herself with this issue," U.N. Environment Program chief Klaus Toepfer, who chaired the meeting, told ARD television. "She is showing that we have to act." 

The postwar reconciliation between Britain and Germany also has been a key issue on the queen's state visit, her fourth to Germany and her second since the country was reunited in 1990. 

"We owe it to those who built that partnership to continue the process into the 21st century: to learn from history and not be obsessed by it; to look beyond the simplistic stereotypes to realize how often we share the same outlook," the queen said at a state banquet Tuesday night. 

"In remembering the appalling suffering of war on both sides, we recognize how precious is the peace we have built in Europe since 1945," the queen said. 

Later Wednesday, the queen was to host a concert at the Berlin Philharmonic, the proceeds of which will go toward restoring the Frauenkirche, or Church of Our Lady, in Dresden a city devastated by Allied firebombing in 1945. 

She also was to lay a wreath at a Commonwealth war graves ceremony in Stahnsdorf, south of the capital.

__________________________________________________________________________

Die Welt

Was der Gipfel wirklich brachte 

Klaus Töpfer zieht Bilanz

Von Ulli Kulke

Der Held von Rio macht keinen besonders glücklichen Eindruck, als er seine Zufriedenheit ausdrücken will: Klaus Töpfer, der einst als Bundesumweltminister den letzten Umweltgipfel 1992 mit zum Erfolg trieb, zog nun zehn Jahre später, als Chef des UN-Umweltprogramms Unep, Bilanz von Johannesburg. Es seien doch wichtige Fortschritte erzielt worden, sagt Töpfer: Artenschutz, Schutz der Fischbestände, Chemiekalienpolitik, bessere Wasserversorgung und anderes mehr, all dies seien nun doch Erfolge - nachdem auch er, Töpfer, zwischendurch das Gefühl gehabt habe, dass in Johannesburg nichts für Umwelt und Entwicklung herauskomme.

Ob die betreffenden Paragrafen des Abschlussdokuments tatsächlich als Erfolg zu bezeichnen sind, wird die Zukunft zeigen. Tatsache ist, dass sie - wenn überhaupt - nur äußerst vage Handlungsziele beinhalten. So klingt unter all den Aussagen Töpfers doch diejenige am glaubwürdigsten, als er sagt, er hätte sich beim Aktionsplan, dem wichtigsten Abschlussdokument, mehr vorstellen können.

Und dennoch scheint es Töpfer so zu gehen wie vielen Teilnehmern, ja sogar den kritischen Umweltverbänden. Die letzten zwei Tage brachten eine regelrechte Stimmungswende. Da kommt Helmut Röscheisen vom Deutschen Naturschutzring, der noch vor zwei Tagen mit Weltuntergangsgesicht herumlief, und redet von einem Durchbruch, weil es Kanzler Schröder geschafft habe, unter eine erheblich weitergehende, gipfelunabhängige Erklärung zu erneuerbaren Energien die Unterschriften der EU und mehrerer Dutzend anderer Staaten einzuholen. Und hier erklärt Gerd Leipold von Greenpeace es als wichtiger als alle Gipfelergebnisse zusammen, dass nun China, Kanada und auch Russland das Kyoto-Klimaprotokoll unterzeichnen wollen - das auf dem Gipfel allerdings gar nicht auf dem Programm stand. Die entscheidenden Dinge mithin wurden parallel vorangetrieben und sind nicht in den mühsamen ausgehandelten Abschlussdokumenten festgehalten.

Von einigen herausragenden Persönlichkeiten spricht Töpfer, die Johannesburg zum Erfolg geführt hätten. Gehört also Kanzler Schröder mit seiner Energieinitiative, seiner Einladung zu einem Energiegipfel nach Bonn und seinem Milliarden-Euro-Fonds für erneuerbare Energie zu den Persönlichkeiten? Dazu will der ehemalige CDU-Umweltminister nichts sagen, "jetzt, zweieinhalb Wochen vor der Wahl, Sie verstehen", und lässt lieber einen seiner Unep-Mitarbeiter erklären, dass Schröders Rede aber sehr gut angekommen sei bei den Delegierten.

__________________________________________________________________________

DPA

Weichenstellung in Bonn 

2500 Experten beraten über den Ausbau erneuerbarer Energien wie Sonne, Wind und Wasser. Teilnehmer aus rund 130 Ländern nehmen an der Weltkonferenz teil
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	Ein Greenpeace-Ballon mit mit der Aufschrift: "Stop Global Warming" -"Save the Climate".
Foto: AP 
	 


Bonn -  Mehr als 2500 Experten aus rund 130 Ländern der Erde interessiert ab heute bei einer viertägigen Konferenz in Bonn vor allem eine Frage: Wie können weltweit die Weichen für einen Ausbau der erneuerbaren Energien gestellt werden? Die Konferenz auf Einladung der Bundesregierung soll die Weichen für einen weltweiten Ausbau erneuerbarer Energien wie Sonne, Wind und Wasser stellen. Damit soll langfristig die Abhängigkeit der Energieversorgung vom Öl verringert werden. Neben einem besseren Klimaschutz soll damit langfristig die Abhängigkeit der Energieversorgung vom Öl verringert werden. Eröffnet wird das Treffen von Umweltminister Jürgen Trittin (Grüne) und Entwicklungshilfeministerin Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul (SPD). 

Auf der Konferenz soll über konkrete Maßnahmen zur stärkeren Nutzung von Wind, Sonne und Wasser, Biomasse und Erdwärme verhandelt werden. „Ich bin sicher, dass wir am Ende der Woche mit der Deklaration von Bonn ein Aktionsprogramm haben werden, das diesem Anspruch gerecht wird“, sagte Trittin der Tageszeitung „Die Welt“. Deutschland werde in Bonn unter anderem ein Kooperationsprogramm mit Brasilien verabschieden und mit Dänemark eine Initiative zum Ausbau der Offshore-Windenergie vereinbaren. 

Trittin begrüßte, dass die USA einen Beitrag zum Aktionsprogramm leisten wollen. „Das kann dazu beitragen, die Spannungen und unterschiedlichen Auffassungen zwischen den USA und Europa in Fragen der Energie- und Klimapolitik auf der praktischen Ebene zu überwinden.“ Die hohen Rohölpreise wirken sich nach Ansicht des Ministers positiv auf den Ausbau der erneuerbaren Energien aus. 

Bundeskanzler Gerhard Schröder (SPD) hatte die Bonner Konferenz vor zwei Jahren auf dem UN-Gipfel für nachhaltige Entwicklung im südafrikanischen Johannesburg angekündigt. Er sagte seinerzeit für einen Zeitraum von fünf Jahren 500 Millionen Euro für die Förderung erneuerbarer Energien zu. „Wir haben Wort gehalten und 2003 in der Entwicklungszusammenarbeit darüber hinaus Zusagen in Höhe von 120 Millionen Euro gemacht“, sagte Trittin. „Weitere Überraschungen möchte ich dem Kanzler überlassen.“ 

Der viertägige Kongress werde „Signalwirkung“ haben und mit konkreten Maßnahmen und Verpflichtungen eine „neue Dynamik“ bei der weltweiten Entwicklung der erneuerbaren Energien in Gang setzen, erklärte Schröder im Vorfeld. Der Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP), Klaus Töpfer, forderte eine „Revolution“ bei der Energie- Nutzung. Dazu gehörten außer einem sparsameren und effizienteren Gebrauch auch der verstärkte Einsatz erneuerbarer Energien. 

Die Grünen verlangen klare und überprüfbare Ziele zum weltweiten Ausbau erneuerbarer Energien. Vize-Fraktionschef Reinhard Loske sagte der „Berliner Zeitung“ (Dienstag), der Anteil regenerativer Energien müsse bis 2020 weltweit auf 20 Prozent gesteigert werden. Bislang sind es rund 14 Prozent. „Angesichts der drohenden Klimakatastrophe und der hohen Ölpreise können wir uns vage Bekenntnisse nicht mehr leisten“, sagte Loske. „Der Langsamste darf nicht das Tempo des Geleitzuges bestimmen.“  WELT.de/dpa/AP
_________________________________________________________________________

Top of Form

Energie & Managemen
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ÜBERSCHRIFT: Briten geben Klimaschutz Priorität

AUTOR: Cerstin Gammelin 

TEXT:


Den Klimawandel zu stoppen sei die wichtigste Aufgabe der Weltgemeinschaft, wandte sich Blair in einer Videoansprache an die rund 200 Konferenzteilnehmer in der britischen Botschaft. Großbritannien übernimmt 2005 sowohl den Vorsitz der Gruppe der führenden Industriestaaten (G8) als auch für sechs Monate die Präsidentschaft in der Europäischen Union. Blair will den Klimaschutz neben Afrika als Schlüsselthema angehen. Die auf Staatsbesuch in Deutschland weilende Queen hatte die eintägige deutsch-britische Klimakonferenz "Climate Change: Meeting the Challenge together" eröffnet. An der Seite des Direktors des UN-Umweltprogramms UNEP, Professor Klaus Töpfer, wurde sie in der Botschaft vom britischen Außenminister Jack Straw empfangen. Streng nach Protokoll begrüßte die Königin zunächst die britische Umweltministerin Margret Beckett, Bundesumweltminister Jürgen Trittin, Bundesbildungsministerin Edelgard Bulmahn, den Klimaforscher Hans Joachim Schellnhuber sowie Sir David King, Wissenschaftler und klimapolitischer Berater des britischen Premiers. Danach begleitete Töpfer die Queen auf einem Rundgang durch die Konferenz. Auf der britisch-deutschen Veranstaltung erarbeiteten Wissenschaftler, Politiker und Unternehmer gemeinsame Ziele im Kampf gegen den Klimawandel, aus denen eine Empfehlung für den britischen Premier entstehen soll. "Finden Sie heraus, wie Wissenschaftler und Wirtschaft gemeinsam den Klimawandel bewältigen können", motivierte Blair die Konferenzteilnehmer. Großbritannien wolle während seines G8-Vorsitzes konkrete Schritte zur Senkung der Emissionen von Treibhausgasen koordinieren. Blair begrüßte ausdrücklich die Unterzeichnung des Kioto-Protokolls durch die russische Duma als "wirklichen Schritt vorwärts" im globalen Klimaschutz. Sowohl der G8-Vorsitz als auch das Inkrafttreten des Kioto-Protokolls eröffneten die Möglichkeit, dass sich die internationale Staatengemeinschaft der Herausforderung des Klimaschutzes auf einer ganz neuen Basis stellen könne. 

Er sei gespannt, wie Wirtschaft und Finanzwelt gewinnbringend in den Prozess des Klimaschutzes eingebunden werden könnten. "Der Einstieg in eine kohlenstoffarme Wirtschaft gelingt nur, wenn Investitionen in effiziente und saubere Technologien kräftig vorangetrieben werden", sagte Blair. Er freue sich, Deutschland als engen Partner im Kampf gegen den Klimawandel an seiner Seite zu wissen. US-Wahlergebnis vermasselt Neustart Am Rande der Konferenz hieß es, dass trotz der Wiederwahl von George W. Bush auch die USA wieder in die internationale Klimaschutzpolitik integriert werden müssten, unter anderem über die G8-Gipfeltreffen. Wäre John Kerry in das Weiße Haus in Washington eingezogen, hätte die Konferenz einen glänzenden Neustart für den Klimaschutz einläuten können, denn der unterlegene Demokrat hatte für den Fall seiner Wahl die Ratifizierung des Klimaschutzabkommens von Kioto angekündigt. "Klimawandel ist real, und wir alle müssen handeln", schloss sich der Vorsitzende der Konferenz, Klaus Töpfer, den Worten des britischen Premiers an. Länder, die jetzt kein Geld in klimafreundliche Technologien investieren würden, müssten künftig teurer bezahlen. Die britische Umweltministerin rief dazu auf, eine internationale Energieversorgungs-Strategie zu aufzustellen. "Wir müssen den Energieverbrauch senken, kohlenstofffreie Technologien entwickeln, Energie-Effizienzmaßnahmen und den Ausbau der erneuerbaren Energien vorantreiben", zählte Beckett auf. Um diese Aufgaben zu lösen, müssten weltweit mehr Investitionsmöglichkeiten geschaffen werden. Flugverkehr in Emissionshandel einbeziehen Die Kosten die "Nichthandelns" bezifferte Beckett auf 1,5 bis 2 % des weltweiten Bruttosozialprodukts. Die Umweltministerin verwies auf die führende Rolle Großbritanniens beim Klimaschutz. Der Anteil der erneuerbaren Energien an der Energieerzeugung soll bis 2015 auf 15 % ansteigen und fünf Jahre später bei 20 % liegen. In ihrem Weißbuch hat sich die britische Regierung außerdem verpflichtet, die CO2-Emissionen bis 2010 um 20 % und bis 2050 um 60 %, jeweils bezogen auf das Basisjahr 1990, zu senken. "Klimaschutz führt nicht automatisch zu einer schwachen Volkswirtschaft", sagte Beckett und verwies auf britische Daten: Von 1990 bis heute seien in Großbritannien die Emissionen um 15 % gesunken, während das Bruttosozialprodukt im gleichen Zeitraum um 46 % anwuchs. Zu der Ende Oktober von der britischen Regierung in Brüssel beantragten Änderung des Nationalen Allokationsplanes wollte Beckett keine Stellung beziehen. "Die Verteilungsdebatte der Emissionsberechtigungen ist nicht einfach", sagte die Umweltministerin, die der heimischen Wirtschaft in der ersten Periode des europaweiten Emissionshandels von 2005 bis 2007 rund 20 Mio. t mehr CO2-Emissionsrechte zugestehen will. Zusammen mit Jürgen Trittin warb Beckett dafür, künftig auch Flugzeugemissionen in den europaweiten Zertifikatehandel einzubeziehen. Ebenso wie Blairs Umweltberater David King meinten die Minister, eine eventuelle Besteuerung des Flugbenzins sei hierzu keine Alternative. Bisher steht die Einbeziehung der Flugzeugemissionen allerdings noch nicht auf der Agenda der Europäischen Union. Einzig die unterschiedliche Bewertung der künftigen Nutzung der Kernenergie warf einen Schatten auf die deutsch-britische Einigkeit. Im Gegensatz zur offiziellen deutschen Haltung bestehen die Briten weiterhin auf der Option Atomkraft. Viele Papiere für Tony Blair Die Ergebnisse der Konferenz lassen sich zunächst an einem dicken Stapel von Erklärungen messen. Deutschland und Großbritannien bekundeten die Absicht, in naher Zukunft ein "Memorandum of Understanding" zu unterzeichnen, um sich zu ihrer führenden Rolle im europäischen Klimaschutz sowohl in der Politik als auch in der Klimaforschung zu bekennen und weltweit für eine Koalition der Klimaschutz-Willigen zu werben. In zwei Seminaren, die jeweils in Großbritannien und Deutschland stattfinden werden, sollen kurzfristig aktuelle wissenschaftliche Forschungsergebnisse ausgewertet und die Kooperationen zwischen Forschungseinrichtungen beider Länder verstärkt werden. Unternehmen wie der deutsche Energieversorger Energie Baden-Würtemberg (EnBW) und der britische Mineralölkonzern BP kündigten ebenso wie zahlreiche Nichtregierungsorganisationen Klimaschutzprojekte an. Um die Willigen im Klimaschutz zu vernetzen, hatte Tony Blair kürzlich die "Climate Group" ins Leben gerufen, die seitdem um umweltengagierte Städte und Firmen als Mitglieder wirbt und weltweit Beispiele recherchiert, bei denen sich Klimaschutz auszahlt. Schließlich ließ sich auch Bundesaußenminister Joschka Fischer, flankiert von seinem britischen Ressortkollegen Straw, dazu bewegen, den deutschen Auftakt der Climate Group rhetorisch zu begleiten. Fischer warb in einer Tischrede ebenfalls für breite Unterstützung. Nichthandeln führe zu einer "Albtraumperspektive für uns alle". Die künftige Klimapolitik habe nicht nur ökologische Aspekte, denn ein Klimawandel werde auch erhebliche Sicherheitsprobleme verursachen. "Ich bin überzeugt, dass wir die Bedrohungen für unsere globale Sicherheit nicht werden bewältigen können, wenn wir nicht gleichzeitig und mit derselben Entschlossenheit die Frage der Erhaltung unserer Biosphäre angehen", sagte Fischer. Die Welt brauche ein kluges Ressourcenmanagement. Königliche Ehrung für Schellnhuber Die britische Königin Elizabeth II. schlug Professor Hans-Joachim Schellnhuber zum "Honorary Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire" (CBE). Die Auszeichnung erfolgte am Vorabend des Staatsbesuches der Königin in Deutschland. Schellnhuber erhielt die Auszeichnung für die Erforschung des Klimawandels, teilte die Britische Botschaft mit. Die Beiträge des deutschen Klimaforschers hätten einen entscheidenden Beitrag zur Identifizierung so genannter "tipping points" geleistet. Das sind Regionen, in denen die globale Erwärmung einen Punkt erreicht, der zu plötzlichen und dramatischen Schäden in der Umwelt führt. Der 1950 in Ortenburg/Bayern geborene Schellnhuber arbeite derzeit außerdem am Aufbau eines deutsch-britischen Netzwerks zur Klimaforschung. Er berät seit 1992 als Mitglied im Wissenschaftlichen Beirat Globale Umweltveränderungen die Bundesregierung. Schellnhuber ist seit 1993 Direktor des Potsdamer Instituts für Klimafolgenforschung (PIK) und wurde 2001 zusätzlich zum Forschungsdirektor am international renommierten Tyndall Centre for Climate Change an der University of East Anglia in Norwich berufen.
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The Associated Press

November 5, 2004, Friday, BC cycle 
HEADLINE: Putin signs Kyoto Protocol, completing Russia's ratification

DATELINE: MOSCOW

BODY:
President Vladimir Putin has signed the Kyoto Protocol, giving the final stamp of approval that would bring the global climate pact into force early next year, the Kremlin said Friday. 

Both houses of Russia's parliament already have ratified the protocol which aims to stem global warming by reducing greenhouse-gas emissions.

Without Russia's support, the pact - which has been rejected by the United States and Australia - could not have come into effect. It needed ratification by 55 industrialized nations accounting for at least 55 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions in 1990.
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TASS

 November 5, 2004 Friday 
HEADLINE: Putin signs law on Kyoto Protocol ratification

DATELINE: MOSCOW, November 5

BODY:
Russian President Vladimir Putin has signed the federal law on ratification of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the presidential press service said on Friday.

The State Duma, the Russian parliament' lower house, adopted the federal law on October 22 and the Federation Council, the upper house, approved it on October 27, 2004.
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Washington Post

Bush administration fighting global-warming policies 

Juliet Eilperin,  Washington Post 

November 5, 2004 WARM1105 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Bush administration has been working for months to keep an upcoming eight-nation report from endorsing broad policies aimed at curbing global warming, according to domestic and foreign participants, despite the group's conclusion that Arctic latitudes are facing historic increases in temperature, glacial melting and abrupt weather changes.

State Department representatives have said the group, which spent four years examining Arctic climate fluctuations, lacks the evidence to prepare detailed policy proposals. But several participants in the negotiations, all of whom requested anonymity for fear of derailing the Nov. 24 report, said officials from the eight nations and six indigenous tribes involved in the effort had ample science on which to draft policy.

The recommendations are based on a study, which was leaked last week, that concludes that the Arctic is warming much faster than other areas of the world and that much of this change is linked to human-generated greenhouse gas emissions. The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment -- produced by a council of nations with Arctic territory that includes the United States, Canada, Russia and several Nordic countries -- reflects the work of more than 300 scientists.

Several individuals close to the negotiations said the Bush administration -- which opposes mandatory cuts in carbon emissions on the grounds that they will cost U.S. jobs -- had repeatedly resisted even mild language that would endorse the report's scientific findings or call for mandatory curbs on greenhouse gas emissions.

An early draft of the policy statement -- set to be issued two weeks after the 144-page scientific overview is released Monday -- included a paragraph saying that to achieve the goals set under a 1992 international climate change treaty known as the Rio Accord, the "Arctic Council urges the member states to individually and when appropriate, jointly, adopt climate change strategies across relevant sectors. These strategies should aim at the reduction of the emission of greenhouse gases."

The administration has pushed to drop that section. As one senior State Department official who asked not to be identified put it, "We're bound by the administration's position. We're not going to make global climate policy at the Arctic Council."

The World Wildlife Fund's Arctic Program director Samantha Smith said the council's scientific conclusions, which said temperature increases in some parts of the Arctic increased tenfold compared with the last century's worldwide average rise of 1 degree Fahrenheit, justified immediate action.

"This is the first full-scale assessment of climate change in the Arctic and it shows dramatic changes in the region," said Smith, an observer at the negotiations. "We challenge the Arctic governments to come up with a real response to the science, before the foreign ministers meet in Iceland in November."

Administration officials said they hesitate to endorse policy recommendations before examining the full report on the Arctic.

MSNBC

U.S. in new warming battle — over Arctic 
Bush administration seeks to avoid mandatory action
MSNBC staff and news service reports

Updated: 9:26 a.m. ET Nov. 4, 2004

Deepening a rift over global warming policy, some European partners are accusing the Bush administration of trying to weaken a report that warns the Arctic is warming almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet.

President Bush has made clear he opposes mandatory curbs on gases like carbon dioxide, which create a greenhouse effect on Earth. Many scientists fear fossil fuel sources of CO2 and other gases are warming the Earth beyond the natural greenhouse effect.

Bush also pulled out of the U.N.’s 1997 protocol on global warming, arguing it was too expensive and exempted China, India and other rapidly developing nations.

Most other industrial nations, most recently Russia, have agreed to Kyoto’s target of cutting developed nations’ CO2 emissions by five percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

'Sidetrack' strategy?
The upcoming report is the work of the Arctic Council, a group made up of the United States, Russia, Canada, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland.

Ministers from the group are now working on recommendations ahead of a meeting of foreign ministers in Iceland on Nov. 24. 

One European negotiator said the administration is trying to "sidetrack the whole process so it is not confronted with the question, 'Do you believe in climate change, or don't you?'" 

A European diplomat added that “U.S. negotiators say ’we already have a policy on global warming — we can’t have a new one just for the Arctic’.” 

The negotiator added that while the other member nations will try to press the United States on the matter in the final talks, "I cannot see any solution to this unless (the Bush administration) clearly changes its position."

Parts of the report have been leaked in recent weeks, and the scientific overview, titled "Impacts of a Warming Arctic," is to be formally released Monday.

Scientists have agreed to discuss parts of the report ahead of full publication. And some European governments originally wanted the report issued before Tuesday’s U.S. presidential election.

U.S. objection to wording
The Washington Post reported Thursday that the Bush administration has lobbied to drop a policy section stating that in order to meet climate goals set in 1992, the "Arctic Council urges the member states to individually and when appropriate, jointly, adopt climate change strategies across relevant sectors. These strategies should aim at the reduction of the emission of greenhouse gases."

A senior State Department official who asked not to be identified told the Post that "we're bound by the administration's position. We're not going to make global climate policy at the Arctic Council."

Environmental groups have urged the council to crack down.

“The big melt has begun,” Jennifer Morgan, director of the World Wildlife Fund’s global climate change campaign, said in a statement. She said industrialized nations were using the Arctic as a guinea pig in an uncontrolled experiment on climate change.

What's in the overview
The scientific overview, prepared by a team of 300 scientists from member nations, projects that temperatures in the Arctic will rise by 8 to 14 degrees Fahrenheit in the next 100 years. If temperatures then stayed stable, the Greenland icecap would melt altogether in 1,000 years and raise global sea levels by about 23 feet.

“We are taking a risk with the global climate,” said Paal Prestrud, vice-chair of the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, which was tasked with writing the report.

The icecap has shrunk by 15-20 percent in the past 30 years and the contraction is likely to accelerate, Prestrud said. The Arctic Ocean could be almost ice-free in summer by the end of the century.

Inuit hunters are falling through ice, the overview states, permafrost is thawing and destabilizing foundations of buildings and vital winter roads while the habitat of creatures from polar bears to seals is literally melting away.

The overview does acknowledge that the thaw will have some positive side-effects. Oil and gas deposits will be easier to reach, more farming may be possible and shortcut trans-Arctic shipping lanes may open.

Reuters contributed to this report.
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URL: http://msnbc.msn.com/id/6390299/
CBC

Climate change is here, now, say scientists

WebPosted Nov 3 2004 07:36 AM MST

YELLOWKNIFE - The most comprehensive study of Arctic climate change ever made has some dramatic news for Canada's North.

The melting polar cap could open trans-Arctic shipping routes, the report says

The report, which will be released next week, says that the most rapid climate change on earth is happening in the Arctic.

And it's happening faster than many scientists previously believed.

The Big Melt Begins

The ACIA report says the Arctic icecap has shrunk by 15 to 20 per cent in the past 30 years and the contraction is likely to accelerate.

The Arctic Ocean could be almost ice-free in summer by the end of the century.

Inuit hunters are falling through ice, permafrost is thawing and destabilizing foundations of buildings and vital winter roads, while the habitat of creatures from polar bears to seals is literally melting away.

The report projects that temperatures in the Arctic will rise by four to seven degrees in the next 100 years.

If temperatures then stayed stable, the Greenland icecap would melt altogether in 1,000 years and raise global sea levels by about seven metres.

The report says that the thaw will have some positive side-effects. Oil and gas deposits will be easier to reach, more farming may be possible and short-cut trans-Arctic shipping lanes may open.

The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA) report says climate change caused by greenhouse gas emissions will radically change the northern environment over the next generation.

The statement comes with unprecedented scientific evidence, supported by the work of 250 scientists over the past four years.

Washington-based Dr. Robert Corell, the lead scientist on the study, says the average winter temperature in the Western Arctic has warmed by an average three degrees in the past 60 years.

"The Arctic climate is warming very dramatically now, we have documented it scientifically with the evidence," he says.

"But what is fascinating for us is that it's doing so so much more rapidly than we had anticipated as recently as four years ago when we started.

"It's just all about climate change is here and now, it's not something that we're anticipating in the years ahead, it's already here."

Corell believes changes like that will have a dire effect on northern wildlife and the people who rely on them for sustenance.

And he says the changes will also impact the rest of the world.

BBC

Arctic heads into warmer future
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Polar bears use the ice floes to hunt seals


The Arctic is undergoing rapid and possibly irreversible change, according to a new report prepared for the eight nations which rim the region. 
The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA) endorses recent warnings about melting ice, with perhaps all ocean ice disappearing in summers by 2060-2100. 

The statement, to be published next week, has concerns too about raised levels of ultraviolet light brought about by ozone thinning. 

It says the coming years will challenge the region's ecosystems and peoples. 

The ACIA document recognises that average Arctic temperatures have risen at twice the rate seen elsewhere on the planet. It records that permafrost is thawing, trees are moving north and some species, such as polar bears, are having to adapt their ways to survive the changing conditions. 

Global impact
The report does not list simply the negatives that will come from a warmer world. It also says agriculture may become easier in some areas, there should be improved access to oil and gas deposits and new shipping lanes will open up. Some fisheries could become more productive. 

The ACIA document is the work of about 250 scientists and six circumpolar indigenous peoples' organisations and has taken four years to compile and has undergone a rigorous peer-review process. 

It is perhaps the most detailed study ever of how current warming trends are changing a single region of the Earth. 
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What happens [in the Arctic] has important consequences for the rest of the world 

Prof Terry Callaghan 


It was commissioned by the Arctic Council, the intergovernmental forum for countries with territories inside the region's 30 million square km: Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the US. 

"The starting point for the assessment was the recognition that the Arctic was vulnerable in many different ways to climate change, and also that the Arctic played a fundamental role in regulating the Earth's climate," said Professor Terry Callaghan, an Arctic ecologist who helped produce the assessment. 

"What happens there is not just an isolated factor of local interest. What happens there has important consequences for the rest of the world," the researcher attached to the universities of Sheffield (UK) and Lund (Sweden) told BBC News. 

"There're vast stores of carbon in permafrost and in ocean sediments and if they get warmer, they could significantly impact the rest of the world." 

Model future 

The report reviews current knowledge and considers "environmental, human health, social, cultural and economic impacts and consequences, including policy recommendations." 

Arctic sea ice has shrunk both in thickness and in extent. Data collected by submarines shows there was about a 40% reduction in draught between the 1960s and 1990s - by draught, researchers mean the ice that lies between the surface of the ocean and the bottom of the ice pack. 

The melt seems to have slowed somewhat in recent years and may slow further if a natural climate phenomenon known as the Arctic Oscillation switches its current phase and prevents the drift of warmer waters into the region. 

Even so, says Professor Peter Wadhams, an expert on Arctic sea ice, the trend will still be towards an ice-free Arctic Ocean in summer months. 

"The models give a spread of dates from about the 2060s and 2070s to 2100," the polar ocean physicist from Cambridge University, UK, told BBC News. 

"There's quite a big range of uncertainty but it should occur some time in the second half of the century." 

He added: "In modelling, they're quite conservative; they put in big error bars because they are concerned that there may be some new physics that we don't know about." 

Ice reflects sunlight back into space. As it disappears, the Earth will absorb more of the Sun's energy, so increasing the rate of warming. 

But more directly, the ACIA says, "the reduction in sea ice is very likely to have devastating consequences for polar bears, walruses, ice-living seals, and local people for whom these animals are a primary food source". 

Carbon cuts 

A warmer future will radically alter the ranges of the Arctic's plants and animals, such as the reindeer/caribou. Currently, about 600 million birds are thought to breed annually in the region. Some of their favourite tundra nesting sites will be restricted. 

The Arctic's infrastructure will also have to be re-thought in some instances. The foundations of some buildings will destabilise and vital winter roads will become impassable as the permafrost melts. 

Another issue of significant interest is the increase in UV light now reaching the surface because industrial chemicals have conspired with the polar atmosphere to thin the ozone layer. 

Although an international treaty has now banned the most harmful chemical culprits, computer models expect ozone repair to take several decades. 

As a consequence, the ACIA says, the current generation of Arctic young people is likely to receive a lifetime dose of ultraviolet radiation that is about 30% higher than any prior generation. This could have deleterious health effects, such as more skin cancers and immune system disorders. 

Campaign groups are concerned the warnings in the report will be ignored by the Arctic Council nations. The US, for example, has recently restated its opposition to the Kyoto process to restrict emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main human-produced gas thought by many scientists to be warming the planet at an unnatural rate. 

"The big melt has begun," said Nicola Saltman, climate change programme leader at WWF. 

"Life on Earth will change beyond recognition with the loss of the ice sheet at the North Pole and higher sea levels threatening major global cities such as London and other coastal communities. 

"This report shows that climate change is happening now and highlights the urgent need for immediate action, starting with the Arctic governments, who must reduce their CO2 emissions." 

Ria Novosti 
November 03, 2004

Headline: Climate Change May Affect Human Health - Expert

BODY:


MOSCOW, November 3 (RIA Novosti) - Global warming may gravely affect human health, Alexei Kokorin, head of the climatic program of the World Wildlife Fund, told the press conference on Wednesday. 

He recalled that on October 22 the State Duma ratified the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Russia signed the Convention in 1997 and its Federation Council ratified the Kyoto Protocol on October 27. According to Mr. Kokorin, during discussion of the Protocol's ratification in the State Duma and the Federation Council, the issue of climate change effects on human health was not raised. 

Due to the climate change, the incidence of malaria and encephalitis diseases borne by ticks is growing in the world and Russia, Mr. Kokorin said. 

Effects of the climate change vary. In Russia they are relatively insignificant but very pronounced. The death rate of the population increases as the temperature rises. Secondary effects are also important - the incidence of 'Southern diseases' is increasing in Russia, says the WWF communique published within the framework of the press conference. 

The communique says that, alongside the relatively small rise in the average temperature, the number of extreme phenomena is growing - floods, droughts, hurricanes, temperature peaks. They are the main reason for snowballing damage, the communique says. 

Yuri Safonov, chief of the environment and economics center at the Higher Schools of Economics, noted that the Russian government on September 30, 2004 instructed developing a mechanism for realization of the Kyoto Protocol. "We very much hope that the finance and economic development ministries will in every way support the realization of the Kyoto protocol in Russia," he said. 

According to Mr. Kokorin, Economic Development and Trade Minister German Gref "was one of the zealous supporters of the Kyoto protocol ratification." "The companies RAO UES and Gazprom also support its ratification and implementation," Mr. Kokorin said. 

For ratification of the Kyoto Protocol Russia will require $1 billion of investments annually, Yuri Safonov said. For that, Russia is to have target projects "attracting investments and creating jobs." 
"Russia may get economic benefits from the ratification," he thinks. "They are, for instance, the growth of prices for natural gas, which is good for Russian exports, and different quotas on greenhouse gas emissions." 
Mr. Safonov also said that, in connection with the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol, Russia would run no risks in fulfilling economic obligations before other countries which ratified it.
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AAP NEWSFEED November 5, 2004, Friday 
HEADLINE: Fed: Australian heads to UAE to deliver condolences

 
BODY:
The head of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade will arrive in the United Arab Emirates today to convey Australia's condolences following the death of the Gulf state's founding president, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahayan.

Bruce Billson, the parliamentary secretary for foreign affairs and trade, left Australia last night to personally deliver the condolences of the Australian government and people to the new president of the UAE, HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al-Nahyan, following the death of his father on Tuesday. 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan helped transform seven backwater Gulf states into the world's ninth largest oil producer and a high-tech commercial crossroads of gleaming skyscrapers.

"Sheikh Zayed was greatly respected by his people and by the international community," Foreign Minister Alexander Downer said.

"He leaves, as his legacy, a unified, prosperous and progressive nation.

"Australia attaches importance to its growing friendship and cooperation with the UAE.

"The relationship has a strong commercial focus and has expanded in recent years to encompass significant defence, security and people-to-people links."
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In the headlines:

• Tensions rise in Sudan as rebels and government begin to lose control, UN says

• UN suspends aid operations after fighting breaks out in Côte d'Ivoire

• Security Council members demand respect for ceasefire in Côte d'Ivoire

• Security Council fixes date to fill vacancy on International Court of Justice

• UN mission in Afghanistan worried about abducted colleagues

• UN envoy calls for end to Israeli violations of Lebanese airspace

• Calm returning to troubled district in Haitian capital, UN mission says

• Experts at UN meeting endorse harmonizing nuclear power plant safety standards

• UNESCO Chief voices outrage at killings of journalists in Iraq

• Promoting gender equality in peacekeeping is vital to success - UN adviser

• World population in 2300 could stabilize at 9 billion, UN estimates

• Ad agency joins UN Population Fund to fight fistula More stories inside

Tensions rise in Sudan as rebels and government begin to lose control, UN says

4 November - With both Sudan's government and its rebels losing control of their fighting forces in

troubled Darfur, warlords may take over unless an international peacekeeping force is fully deployed,

negotiations are speeded up and political leaders are held accountable for their actions, the United

Nations envoy for Sudan said today.

"The government does not control its own forces fully," Special Representative Jan Pronk told the

Security Council in a briefing on Secretary-General Kofi Annan's monthly report on the situation in the

war-torn region. "It co-opted paramilitary forces and now it cannot count on their obedience…The

border lines between the military, the paramilitary and the police are being blurred."

Within the rebel Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) "there is a

leadership crisis," Mr. Pronk said. "There are splits. Some commanders provoke their adversaries by stealing, hijacking and

killing, some seem to have begun acting for their own private gain."

The rebels now control so much of the territory that they must take responsibility for the people there and become political

leaders, he said, "or they may turn to preying on the civilians in areas they control by force - and we may soon find Darfur is ruled by warlords."

Tensions have been rising since August and, as of November, fighting and provocation have become more widespread, threatening food production and putting the whole population at risk of becoming dependent on humanitarian aid, Mr. Pronk said.

"Governmental authorities are not able to exert a moderating influence, or they respond with untimely and even counterproductive measures," he said. At a news conference after his briefing, Mr. Pronk said the deployment of an adequate number of African Union (AU) troops was being delayed by bureaucracy, lack of funding and differing perceptions of the situation on the ground. The planned Security Council meeting later this month in Nairobi, Kenya, could convince the parties that they are expected to negotiate in good faith and adopt a Declaration of Principles, a timeframe and detailed agenda for further political issues, he said. The Secretary-General's report pointed out that despite slow political progress, "violence in Darfur is on the rise. New movements are threatening the peace in Kordofan, in the East and in Khartoum. There is reluctance at the negotiating table in Abuja (Nigeria), distrust, internal division, lack of capacity to negotiate and no sense of urgency."

In Darfur, the Sudanese Government's failure to end impunity has discouraged both disarmament of fighters and repatriation from refugee and internally displaced persons' (IDP) camps, as "banditry goes from strength to strength," it says. The Government "must build on the very limited action it has taken so far and present a comprehensive and concrete programme for holding accountable those responsible for widespread and systematic violations over the past year or more," the report says.

After the briefing, Ambassador John C. Danforth of the United States, which holds the Council's rotating presidency for November, read a press statement in which the 15 members voiced their deep concern about the findings in Mr. Annan's report and the deterioration in the security and humanitarian situation confirmed in Mr. Pronk's briefing.

They condemned attacks on civilians, sexual violence, hostage-taking and other violations in Darfur "by all parties, including the Government of the Sudan, rebel groups and the Janjaweed militias," Ambassador Danforth said. Concerned about the government's forced relocation of IDPs in Otash, Old Sharief and New Sharief, contrary to Council resolutions approved earlier this year, the Council called on the Sudanese Government once more to cease all forcible relocations, return those removed and allow relief workers immediate access to all internally displaced people's camps.

UN suspends aid operations after fighting breaks out in Côte d'Ivoire

4 November - In a major violation of the ceasefire in Côte d'Ivoire, Government forces today attacked

positions held by the rebel Forces Nouvelles, prompting United Nations humanitarian agencies to suspend their aid operations across the country.

The attacks took place in Bouaké and Korhogo, where up to several dozen civilians may have been killed

and wounded. In a statement released by his spokesman, the Secretary-General, who briefed the Council this morning behind closed doors, urged President Laurent Gbagbo and all the Ivorian parties to immediately cease all hostilities and to take all possible actions to prevent further bloodshed.

He strongly called for the immediate resumption of dialogue so that the peace process can go forward, and reminded the parties that they must ensure the protection and safety of the civilian population as well as UN and other international personnel.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) warned that the fighting around the northern city of Bouaké threatened to cut off thousands of people from urgently needed relief aid. Tensions across Côte d'Ivoire have forced the UN to suspend its humanitarian operations throughout the country.

With Côte d'Ivoire still struggling to emerge from a two-year humanitarian crisis, the UN's Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, warned that "a prolonged suspension of aid programmes would endanger thousands of lives." The UN World Food Programme (WFP) and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) have halted their operations in the Bouaké area. WFP has not been able to deliver aid to people in need since the weekend because of roadblocks. There has been a sharp rise in the number of roadblocks near the "Zone de Confiance," an area separating rebel and government forces, around Bouaké in the past week. Since the crisis began tw o years ago, the humanitarian situation in northern Côte d'Ivoire - once the economic engine of West Africa - has suffered from an absence of public administration and basic social services. Civilians in the north, cut off from commercial activities and social services, have been sinking further into poverty.

About 70 per cent of all professional health workers have not returned to work in the north, where at least one doctor has been forced to care for up to 200,000 people. According to the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), some 700,000 students have been out of school since the beginning of the crisis, some because there are no teachers, others because their families are displaced or have become too poor to send them to school. Poor funding of humanitarian operations in Côte d'Ivoire is exacerbating these conditions. The UN has received less than one-fifth of the $61 million it needs to conduct emergency relief programmes in the country.

Security Council members demand respect for ceasefire in Côte d'Ivoire

4 November - Reacting to the outbreak of violence in Côte d'Ivoire, members of the Security Council

today demanded that the country's ceasefire be fully respected. In a statement to the press following a closed-door briefing by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the Council President for November, Ambassador John Danforth of the United States, also stressed that the "rights and security of United Nations personnel and all foreigners in Côte d'Ivoire [must] be fully respected."

He told reporters that the Council is reviewing these "worrying recent developments" and the overall situation in Côte d'Ivoire with a view to taking action in response.

The Council's session followed attacks by the Government of Côte d'Ivoire on rebel-held areas in the north. Insecurity across the country forced the UN to suspend its humanitarian relief operations.

In New York, the Secretary-General's spokesman issued a statement urging President Laurent Gbagbo and all the Ivorian parties to immediately cease all hostilities and to take all possible actions to prevent further bloodshed. Côte d'Ivoire was plunged into crisis some two years ago when rebel forces took control of the northern part of the country. The Government maintained its authority in the south and French forces known as Licorne and peacekeepers serving with the United Nations mission (ONUCI) are currently stationed in between.

The 6,240-strong UN operation, deployed in April, is mandated to monitor the ceasefire, help demobilize soldiers andreintegrate them into society, promote human rights, support the peace process and facilitate the flow of relief aid.

Amb. John Danforth

Security Council fixes date to fill vacancy on International Courtof Justice

4 November - The Security Council today decided that an election will be held next February to fill a

vacancy on the International Court of Justice (ICJ) created by the resignation of Judge Gilbert Guillaume.

Judge Guillaume, the past President of the 15-member ICJ, the highest judicial organ of the United Nations,will step down from the court on 11 February 2005.

The election to choose Judge Guillaume’s successor, who will complete the remaining four years left in his the term, was

fixed for 15 February 2005 and will take place in both the Security Council and the General Assembly, according to the Court’s rules. Judge Guillaume, 73, has been a member of the Court since 14 September 1987, and served as its President from 7 February 2000 to 6 February 2003. Based in The Hague, the ICJ settles legal disputes submitted to it by States, and gives advisory opinions on legal questions referred by certain international bodies.

UN mission in Afghanistan worried about abducted colleagues

4 November - Increasingly worried about the three United Nations staff members who were

abducted a week ago, the UN mission in Afghanistan today called for their immediate release.

"It is seven days since they have been taken and, given the extreme harsh conditions, we have

serious concerns for their health," said Manoel de Almeida e Silva, spokesman for the UN

Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). "The psychological pressure must be tremendous

not knowing what will happen from one day to the next, away from their friends and families.

"We ask those holding them to release them immediately and unharmed."

Shqipe Hebibi, Annetta Flanigan and Angelito Nayan were abducted by armed gunmen from their UN vehicle on 28 October in the Afghan capital of Kabul. They had been contracted by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) to work on the country's first-ever presidential elections last month.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva expressed the UN's gratitude for the work of the Afghan authorities to obtain their release, adding that the United Nations was doing all it could to support those efforts.

Meanwhile, the Afghan Interior Ministry has set up a telephone hotline so that people can call to provide information on the case. On Tuesday, a coalition of Afghan religious authorities condemned the abduction of the three UN workers, saying it was contrary to Islamic principles.

UN envoy calls for end to Israeli violations of Lebanese airspace

4 November - Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon today called on Israel to cease its air violations over Lebanese territory.

Staffan de Mistura issued his statement in Beirut in response to eight flights involving 11 aircraft and three drones across the Blue Line, as the line of withdrawal is known. There was no reported anti-aircraft fire. "The United Nations reminds all concerned that one violation cannot justify another," he said. "It calls onIsrael to cease its overflights, which represent a continuing violation of the Blue Line."

Calm returning to troubled district in Haitian capital, UN

mission says

4 November - United Nations peacekeeping military and police cadres joined Haitian National Police units today in making a security sweep of the Bel Air neighbourhood of the Haitian capital and arresting three gang leaders, a UN spokesman said. The personnel from the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) and the police officers also sealed a logistical base that the three had used, Fred Eckhard said at the daily UN Headquarters briefing in New York. According to MINUSTAH, calm was returning to Bel Air after it fell under gang control during the past weeks, Mr. Eckhard said. Meanwhile, two trucks carrying supplies for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the town of Gonaïves were attacked and looted en route, he said. "The UN system in Haiti has reminded non-governmental organizations that the peacekeepers can only ensure security for those trucks that join the World Food Programme (WFP) convoys that leave every other day from Port-au-Prince," he said.

Experts at UN meeting endorse harmonizing nuclear power plant safety standards

4 November - Experts have recommended that countries harmonize global safety standards for

everything from the design to the decommissioning of nuclear power plants, the United Nations

atomic watc hdog said today. The move comes as the growing diversification and globalization of the industry presents new challenges that must be addressed even though there has been substantial progress in improving the safety of nuclear power plants worldwide, according to the Vienna-based International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA). The Agency said the recommendations made last month in Beijing by delegates from 37 countries to the IAEA Conference on Topical Issues in Nuclear Safety outline steps it can take to develop future international cooperation and programmes. These measures include better analysis of what happens as a result of low-level occurrences in order to prevent worse incidents, encouraging more transparency in nuclear safety issues, and creating international management approaches to the long-term operation of nuclear power facilities.

“We must seek out ways to share lessons learned in as deep and wide a manner as possible,” Tomihiro Taniguchi, IAEA Deputy Director General for Nuclear Safety and Security told the closing session of the conference, held from 18 to 22 October. “Self sustaining networks within and between Member States based on strategic knowledge management are key to achieving this objective.”

UNESCO Chief voices outrage at killings of journalists in Iraq

4 November - The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today expressed outrage at the killing of several journalists in Iraq over the past week.

"The media's work is essential for the establishment of democracy," said Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura in a statement condemning Monday's assassination of Dhia Najim, a freelance photo-journalist who worked for Reuters and The Associated Press.

"The murderous campaign waged against journalists in Iraq must be recognized for what it is: a campaign to terrorize and cower the people." Mr. Matsuura also deplored Saturday's car bombing in Baghdad, which killed five staffers of Al-Arabiya television, as well as the murder of a journalist from Al-Charkia television on 27 October.

Meanwhile, in a separate statement, the UNESCO chief condemned the murder of documentary film-maker Theo Van Gogh in Amsterdam on 2 November.

Mr. Van Gogh "in his way exemplified freedom of expression," said Mr. Matsuura. "Democracy and the rule of law require that people like him express themselves freely, even when their words and the ideas they hold are disturbing."

Promoting gender equality in peacekeeping is vital to success - UN adviser

4 November - Addressing the concerns of women, tackling gender-based violence and ensuring full equality are essential for peacekeeping operations to achieve their goals, the senior United Nations official dealing with these issues said today. "If we bring a gender perspective to bear, our work will be much, much more successful," Comfort Lamptey told the UN News Service. "It is critical to ensuring that we are effective and that the legacy we leave promotes the rights of all the people in the countries where we serve."

There are now 10 full-time gender advisers in UN peacekeeping missions - a jump from just two in 2000. The other seven UN missions have gender "focal points" who serve similar functions.

Ms. Lamptey said these experts are working not only with traditional allies such as non-governmental organizations and Member States but also countries that contribute troops to UN peacekeeping.

"We need to do a lot of work in trying to convince and encourage them particularly on the issue of gender balance in peacekeeping, which is one of the key areas where we have to make improvements," she said, noting that women currently make up just 1 per cent of military personnel and 5 per cent of police.

She said it would be necessary to show the contributing countries "what a difference it makes to have women in these missions and how the presence of women can contribute both to the effectiveness of the work that we do on the ground but also our role as peacekeeping missions vis-à-vis the host communities where we are working."

Gender advisers deployed in the field are supporting all components of peacekeeping operations, she said. On the electoral process so central to numerous UN operations, experts are examining ways to help women who want to run for office and to ensure that all people know their rights. "We are looking both at supporting women at the level of political participation as politicians themselves but also looking in the broader context to see if there are specific areas that may be preventing women from participating fully" in the political process, she said. The advisers are addressing the critical issue of gender-based violence, including wife-beating, sexual exploitation and rape, in a variety of contexts, including the disarmament process.

"Many of the girls associated with the fighting forces have been kidnapped, many of them have been raped and many of them have had forced pregnancies, so we need to be able to inject a perspective that ensures that in the assistance that we provide we actually address the response needs of women in this particular situation." UN peacekeeping operations are also training police officers in mission areas to be more sensitive to the needs of victims, Ms. Lamptey said. In the coming weeks, all UN gender advisers deployed in peacekeeping operations across the globe will come together for a strategy meeting in New York to chart a course for the future.

World population in 2300 could stabilize at 9 billion, UN

estimates

4 November - The world's population three centuries from now will stabilize at 9 billion if fertility levels continue their decline, particularly in the developing world, but could also top more than 1.3 trillion if they remain unchanged from current rates, according to statistics released today by the United Nations.

According to "medium"-level projections, women in every country will each have about two children in the decades to come, raising the world population from its current 6.4 billion to 9 billion in 2300, the UN's Population Division said. But even small variations in these forecasts will have enormous impacts in the long term. As little as one-quarter of a child under the two-child norm, or one-quarter of a child above the norm, would result in world populations ranging from 2.3 billion to 36.4 billion.

If fertility levels remain unchanged at today's levels, however, world population would rise to 44 billion in 2100, 244 billion persons in 2150 and 1.34 trillion in 2300, according to the Division's new report, World Population to 2300. The UN said this clearly indicates that "current high fertility levels cannot continue over the long term." Given progress in extending life expectancy, the UN said, people could expect, on average, to live more than 95 years by 2300. Japan, which is the global leader in life expectancy today, is projected to have a life expectancy of more than 106 years by 2300.

Ad agency joins UN Population Fund to fight fistula

4 November - The London office of the advertising agency Young & Rubicam is lending its creative services to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) for a campaign to end fistula, a debilitating and sometimes deadly obstetric condition.

The agency will work with UNFPA to break the silence around the injury, which often carries stigma, through the production of broadcast, print and electronic materials.

"The public needs to know about fistula because there is something we can do about it," said James Murphy, Managing Director of Rainey Kelly Campbell Roalfe (RKCR/Y&R), the London affiliate of the Young & Rubicam network. Obstetric fistula is a preventable childbirth injury that affects at least 2 million women worldwide. Lack of medical intervention during prolonged obstructed labour damages the woman's soft pelvic tissues and creates a hole, or fistula, in her bladder and/or rectum.

The condition is usually fatal for the baby, while causing severe physical and emotional trauma to the mother who may suffer from leaking, infections and nerve damage. The social fallout is also severe, with many victims ostracized by their communities.

"Fistula is a double sorrow because these women lose their babies and they lose their lives," said Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, Executive Director of UNFPA. "Fistula is more than just a medical condition. It is also a social problem because it is linked with shame and rejection."

In addition to being preventable, fistula is curable through reconstructive surgery, which typically has success rates of 90 per cent for uncomplicated cases.

"The key to ending fistula lies with prevention," stressed Ms. Obaid, pointing out that many developed nations have achieved this over the last century. "In countries where family planning is available and affordable, births are attended by skilled medical professionals and emergency obstetric care is available for women who develop complications, fistula is uncommon."

UN asks for additional $58 million to help ex-fighters in Liberia

4 November - The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) today issued an appeal for $58

million to help 47,000 ex-fighters in Liberia, warning that peace in the West African country could

become unravelled if the former soldiers do not get urgently needed education and job training after laying down their weapons.

The additional funds are on top of the $30 million already received or pledged to the rehabilitation and

reintegration phase of a plan to help former combatants in Liberia's 14-year civil war, UNDP said.

Some 20,035 ex-fighters already have been through the "RR" portion of the three-year-long Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (DDRR) programme, but UNDP warned that another 47,025 ex-combatants are at risk of missing the last two phases because of the lack of financing.

As of the formal end of demobilization activities on 31 October, a total of 95,615 former combatants have been disarmed and demobilized, including 9,251 child soldiers and 17,147 women fighters.

The additional caseload signalled an "unanticipated though welcome" desire of former fighters that have completed the demobilization phase of the DDRR programme, UNDP said in a news release.

"Now as greater numbers of former combatants want to make their way homeward to reclaim their lives and take up new livelihoods, the international community must help widen the critical safety net it has put into place, to hedge against reverses to conflict and to plant the seeds of a peaceful and prosperous Liberia," it said.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan, in his latest report to the Security Council on Liberia, warned that the ex-combatants "constitute a highly volatile group of unemployed youth with little or no education or job skills, for whom the provision of training, education and work opportunities is urgently needed."

UN agencies team up to reduce refugee poverty

4 November - The United Nations refugee and labour agencies said today they would strengthen their cooperation on reducing poverty for refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) by implementing programmes dealing with skills and enterprise development, micro-finance and social protection.

"Accumulated experience has demonstrated the effectiveness of employment-oriented strategies for promoting sustainable livelihoods in bridging relief and development," the heads of the International Labour Organization (ILO), Director-General Juan Somavia, and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Ruud Lubbers, said in a joint statement, as the ILO's Governing Council kicked off its 2004 session in Geneva.

Acknowledging that refugees and returnees can work on socioeconomic development either in their host countries or in their countries of origin, the partnership would also contribute to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of reducing extreme poverty. With funding from Italy, the two agencies launched a joint programme to integrate refugees, returnees and IDPs at the end of last year.

Their current projects are located in Angola, Eritrea, Mozambique, Serbia and Montenegro, Somalia, southern Sudan and Uganda, with plans in place to send experts soon to Benin, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Ghana and the northern Caucasus region. The ILO Governing Council of government, employer and worker representatives will debate labour rights, partnerships and fair globalization through 19 November.

Locust-hit Mauritania needs more aid - UN agency

4 November - Alarmed by the massive destruction of crops caused by desert locusts in Mauritania, the

UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is warning that more funds are needed to help farmers

there. Mauritania's cereal production is expected to decline by half, according to the Rome-based agency,

which said more food, seed and fodder are required to help farming communities

In addition to Mauritania, farmers in other countries of the Sahel region, such as Niger, Mali, Senegal, Chad and Burkina Faso, are also likely to need assistance, FAO said.

The agency, which has so far received $52.4 million for its locust control operations, is waiting for donors to come forward with an additional $15 million pledged previously.

Desert locust

Africa should mobilize water resources as part of anti-hunger efforts, UN says

4 November - As the world struggles to feed a burgeoning population, Africa's use of water resources

for agriculture is a small fraction of its potential and must be expanded to address poverty on the

continent, the United Nations food production agency said today.

Africa uses just 5 per cent of its total renewable water resources for agriculture, compared with 20 per

cent of the total in Asia. Just 7 per cent of Africa's total arable land is irrigated, against 42 per cent in

South Asia and 36 per cent in East and Southeast Asia, the UN Food and Agricultural Organization

(FAO) said.

"Recent research shows that growth in agriculture is the most beneficial for the poor, of all economic sectors," FAO's Louise Fresco told a major continental conference on water for food and ecosystems in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

"We therefore still have a great potential and opportunity to address the needs of Africa in food, poverty reduction and ecosystems," the FAO Assistant Director-General said, adding that Africa must "continue to invest in unlocking the potential of its diversified agricultural systems - in rain-fed agriculture, irrigation and mixed systems."

She noted that advances in food production have been offset by pollution and called for African countries "harmonize the needs for food and ecosystems through sustainable water management."
Daily Press Briefing By The Office Of The Spokesman For The Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon. 

**Côte d’Ivoire Statement
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman regarding the situation in Côte d’Ivoire:

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned at the military actions taken today in Côte d’Ivoire, where several air attacks have been carried out by the armed forces of Côte d’Ivoire (FANCI) against Forces Nouvelles positions in Bouaké and Korhogo.  Several civilians may have been killed and wounded during these attacks.  A major violation of the ceasefire has thus taken place.

“The Secretary-General urges President Gbabgo and all the Ivorian parties to immediately cease all hostilities and to take all possible actions to prevent further bloodshed.  He strongly calls for the immediate resumption of dialogue in order to resume with the implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis and Accra III agreements, which remain the only viable roadmap for resolution of the crisis in the country.  He reminds all parties of their responsibilities to ensure the protection and safety of the civilian population, and of UN and other international personnel.”

**Côte d’Ivoire
The Secretary-General is expected to brief the Security Council under “other matters” on Côte d’Ivoire during consultations.

The Security Council is expected to have a press statement on that subject.

**Côte d’Ivoire – Humanitarian
The eruption of fighting around the Ivorian city of Bouaké, some 300 kilometres north of Abidjan, threatens to cut thousands of people off from urgently needed humanitarian aid. 

Due to tensions across Côte d’Ivoire, UN humanitarian workers are suspending their activities throughout the country today.

Further, the World Food Programme has not been able to deliver aid to beneficiaries around Bouaké since the weekend because of a sharp rise in the number of roadblocks near the “Zone of Confidence”, an area separating rebel and government forces around the city in the past week. 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that since the crisis began two years ago, the humanitarian situation in northern Côte d’Ivoire -- once the economic engine of West Africa -- has been characterized by the prolonged absence of public administration and basic social services.  Civilians in the north have been sinking further into poverty, having been cut off from the commercial activities and the social services of the south. 

**Security Council – Sudan
The Security Council held an open meeting this morning to hear a briefing on the latest Secretary-General report on Sudan.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, noted that there is progress on the political front but regression on the ground.  He says the progress is slow and the regression is alarming. 

Fighting is breaking out in more and more places.  Parties are provoking one another.  Governmental authorities are not able to exert a moderating influence or they respond with untimely and even counterproductive measures.  He warned that Darfur may easily enter a state of anarchy.

He outlined a three-pronged approach to reverse the current trend.  He cited an even more speedy deployment of the African Union force to effectively deter violations, the speeding up of all negotiation processes, and steps to ensure that political leaders -- the official ones as well as the self-selected ones -- be held accountable for ongoing violations of agreements and further human misery. 

Jan Pronk will come to this room, 226, to speak to you after his Council appearance.

**Security Council – ICJ
The Security Council started its work this morning by adopting a resolution on holding an election, on 15 February of next year, to fill a vacancy in the International Court of Justice.  The resignation of Judge Gilbert Guillaume of France will take effect on 11 February of next year.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan today expressed increasing worry about the three staff members who were abducted a week ago in Kabul.  The Mission said that it has serious concerns for their health, noting that the psychological pressure on them “must be tremendous” and calling for them to be released immediately and unharmed.

The Mission also expressed its gratitude for the work of the Afghan authorities to obtain their release, and said that the United Nations is doing all it can to support these efforts.  Afghanistan’s Interior Ministry has set up a telephone hotline so that Afghans can call to provide information on the case.

We have today’s briefing notes from Kabul, which has more information.

**Lebanon
Earlier today, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for southern Lebanon, Staffan de Mistura, issued a statement noting with concern, once more, the numerous Israeli air violations of the “Blue Line” that took place today. 

De Mistura said the United Nations reminds all concerned that one violation cannot justify another.  He called on Israel to cease its overflights, which represent a continuing violation of the Blue Line.

The full statement is available upstairs.

**Haiti
The UN Mission in Haiti is reporting that a joint operation by UN military, police personnel and Haitian National Police, launched early this morning in the Port-au-Prince neighbourhood of Bel Air, led to the arrest of three gang leaders and the sealing of a logistical base used by them. 

According to the spokesman of the UN Mission, calm is gradually returning to this area, which has been largely controlled by gangs in the past weeks.  

He also reports that two trucks carrying supplies for non-governmental organizations operating in Gonaïves were attacked and looted yesterday.  The UN system in Haiti has reminded non-governmental organizations that the peacekeepers can only ensure security for those trucks that join the World Food Programme convoys that leave every other day from Port-au-Prince.

**IAEA - Nuclear Plant Standards
Safety experts from 37 countries have endorsed the need to develop a single set of international standards for nuclear power plants, from design to de-commissioning. 

The experts came to agreement at an International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) conference on nuclear safety, held in China last month. 

The IAEA says the experts’ recommendations will provide it with steps it can take to develop international cooperation and safety programmes in the future.

We have more on this upstairs.

**UNESCO
The Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koichiro Matsuura, has expressed outrage at the killing of an unprecedented number of journalists in Iraq over the past week.  

His condemnation comes in the wake of Monday’s assassination in Ramadi of a freelance cameraman who worked for Reuters and The Associated Press; a car bomb attack on Saturday on the Baghdad bureau of Al-Arabiya, which killed five support staff; and the assassination of a journalist from Iraq’s Al Charkia television channel on 27 October.  Matsura says “the murderous campaign waged against journalists in Iraq must be recognized for what it is:  a campaign to terrorize and cower the people of Iraq.”

In a separate statement, the head of UNESCO condemned the murder in Amsterdam on 2 November of documentary film-maker Theo van Gogh.  According to Matsuura, Van Gogh, “in his way exemplified freedom of expression. Democracy and rule of law require that people like him express themselves freely”, he said, “even when their words and the ideas they hold are disturbing”.

**Population
There will be an estimated 9 billion people in the world in the year 2300, according to a new report by the Population Division of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

That figure is according to the medium scenario of the report “World Population to 2300”, operating on the assumption that world fertility would eventually stabilize at around two children per woman.  But, if world fertility levels today continue to be the norm in the future, the world population would rise to 44 billion by the end of this century -- and an unimaginable 1.34 trillion by 2300.

We have a press release with all those details for you upstairs.

**Fistula
The UN Population Fund has teamed up with the London office of the advertising agency Young & Rubicam to launch a new campaign to break the silence around obstetric fistula in the United Kingdom. 

Obstetric fistula is a childbirth injury that affects at least 2 million women worldwide. 

“Fistula is a double sorrow”, says Thoraya Obaid, the Executive Director of UNFPA, “because these women lose their babies and they lose their lives”.  She says, “Fistula is more than just a medical condition.  It is also a social problem because it is linked with shame and rejection.”

We have a press release on that.

**Liberia
The UN Development Programme is appealing for additional funding for the disarmament programme in Liberia, saying that the reintegration of former combatants is at risk. 

An additional caseload of some 47,000 ex-combatants will require approximately 58 million dollars, it says.

And you can read more about this in a press release upstairs.

**ILO – Governing Council
Government, employer and worker representatives are gathering at a new session of the Governing Council of the International Labour Organization (ILO) to debate basic labour rights and new partnerships to promote a fair globalization.  The session is taking place in Geneva from 4 – 19 November. 

We have a press release on that.

**S-G - Sports Year Launch
And a reminder about tomorrow’s launch -- here at UN Headquarters -- of the International Year of Sport and Physical Education 2005. 

Swiss tennis champion, Roger Federer, and the New York City Marathon record-holder, Margaret Okayo, will be here for the launch, as will be Adolf Ogi, the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace.  The Secretary-General will provide opening comments at the event. 

The aim of the year is to encourage the use of sports to promote education, health, development and peace.  The launch will take place in this room, at 12:30.

And we have more details on that upstairs.

**Briefing on Iraqi Electoral Process
Finally, tomorrow at 11 in this room, Kieran Prendergast, the head of the Department of Political Affairs, will be joined by Carina Perelli, the head of the UN Electoral Assistance division, to brief you on the UN’s role in the Iraqi electoral process.  That’s at 11 a.m. in this room.

That’s all I have for you. 

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, there are reports that Yasser Arafat has just passed away.  President Bush has just said, “God bless his soul”.  Is the Secretary-General going to say anything about that?

Spokesman:  We are following the same news reports you are, and the comments by hospital officials in Paris after that press conference indicated that he is not dead, that he is still alive.  So, I think there hasn’t been confirmation of that.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  Yesterday, the U.S. Representative to the Fifth Committee asked the UN to clarify, well, he said, he pointed to the OIOS report on Mr. Lubbers [inaudible] and that the United States would appreciate an explanation from the Secretariat on this apparent contradiction.  Has the Secretariat prepared a statement or an explanation for the U.S. on the apparent contradiction of the OIOS supporting the allegations and then the Secretary-General deciding the complaint could not be substantiated by the evidence?

Spokesman:  The Secretariat routinely responds to questions put to it by Member States, and we are in the process of preparing a response for the U.S. on this subject.  I can’t tell you exactly when it will be given to them, but I’m confident the U.S. inquiry will be answered.

Question:  And will you share that response with us as well?

Spokesman:  I’m not sure I can do that, but I’ll ask for you, to see if it’s something we would be willing to go public with.

Question:  What adjustments has the UN expected it will have to make post-Arafat, regardless whether he’s dead today or not?  Post-Arafat, what adjustments is the UN making vis-à-vis the Middle East situation?

Spokesman:  I don’t know what you mean by adjustments.

Question:  In terms of policy.

Spokesman:  In terms of policy?

Question:  Yeah.

Spokesman:  I assume that the Secretary-General will continue to work with the other members of the Quartet to try to revive the Road Map as the basic plan for a peaceful settlement leading to a two-State solution.  But, I don’t think I can say anything more than that, nor do I want to speculate now about a post-Arafat era.

Question:  Are there any contacts going on at the moment between the UN and the various Palestinian factions?

Spokesman:  Well, we routinely have contact with the Palestinian authority and others through Terje Roed-Larsen, the special envoy, and so those contacts continue.  I’m not sure that there’s anything unusual taking place in terms of the intensity of those contacts, though.

Question:  Thank you.  And a question on Iraq. Does the UN expect any changes in its policy on Iraq over the next four years?  I know that everyone asked you about what the UN thinks about the re-election of George Bush and you’re not going to tell me anything that you haven’t already said, but what changes do you expect you will have to make vis-à-vis your position on Iraq [inaudible]?

Spokesman:  I’m not expecting any changes as a result of the U.S. elections.  We are working with the Iraqis right now on the preparations for the elections in January, and Kieran Prendergast and Carina Perelli will brief you tomorrow morning at 11 on the details of where we stand with that.

Question:  Can you say anything about the 35-people ceiling before -- can you say anything about it before Kieran Prendergast?

Spokesman:  No, why don’t you wait until he comes in tomorrow to ask him that question?

Question:  Is there going to be a change?

Spokesman:  You can ask him that question tomorrow.

Question:  What’s the S-G’s exact position on the Sudan sanctions now?

Spokesman:  I don’t have anything for you on that.  Thank you very much. Djibril Diallo on the General Assembly, please.  Djibril?
Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

The General Assembly observed a minute of silence this morning in tribute to the late President of the United Arab Emirates, His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan, who passed away on Tuesday, November 2. 

Also this morning, the General Assembly discussed the report of the International Court of Justice, and heard from the president of the ICJ, who gave the General Assembly a summary of the activities of his organization.

The president of the ICJ told the General Assembly that it had held five sets of oral hearings relating to no fewer than 12 cases.  In addition, the Court has rendered a final judgment in three cases and has delivered one advisory opinion.  Today, there are 21 cases in the general list.  This level of activity is unprecedented in the history of the Court.  From 1990 to 1997, it had between 9 and 13 cases.

The cases dealt with by the Court illustrate the variety of international disputes that are customarily referred to the Court, such as territorial dispute between neighbouring States, the treatment of nationals of a State by another State, or the use of force.

The Court has 191 States parties to its Statute.  In addition, approximately 300 treaties make reference to the Court in respect of settlement of disputes arising from their application or interpretation.  We have a copy of the statement of the president of the ICJ upstairs, if you would like to have it.

On the committees, I have a lot of activities in the work of the committees.  The First Committee would welcome the entry into force of the Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reductions, otherwise known as the Moscow Treaty, and recognize specific steps taken by the Russian Federation and the United States to reduce their deployed strategic warheads -- this is according to one of five drafts approved without a vote yesterday by the Committee, which deals with disarmament and international security.

Second Committee:  the international community must take urgent steps to stabilize the prices of developing-country agricultural and food products, which were vital in generating income, foreign exchange and employment, the Second Committee was told yesterday, as it concluded its discussion on international trade and development.

Third Committee:  Mr. Doudou Diène, Rapporteur of the Committee on Human Rights on contemporary forms of racism, told the Committee, dealing with social, humanitarian and cultural affairs, that the rise of new forms of racism had dealt setbacks to the global fight against racism, making it difficult, making it more difficult to combat racial discrimination and xenophobia.

Mr. Diène said the legitimate struggle against terrorism had undermined the protection of human rights and had led to new forms of racial discrimination, as well as to a growing acceptability of traditional forms of racism.  This new ideological environment, he continued, had led to a designation of categories as certain cultural or religious groups had come to be seen as a terrorist risk.

Fifth Committee, which is the budget committee, debated yesterday the Secretary-General’s plan for strengthened, unified UN security.  While strongly supporting the urgent need to strengthen the United Nations security management system, delegates speaking before the Fifth Committee yesterday and today debated various aspects of the proposal made by the Secretary-General on Monday.  The envisioned unified security management system would pull together multiple security structures through a new Directorate of Security.  And those of you who were here on Tuesday heard Under-Secretary-General Catherine Bertini on this subject. 

That’s all I have for you.  Questions? If not, thank you.
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� HYPERLINK "gases" ��BBC - World 'will act on climate gases'�


� HYPERLINK "opens" ��Boston Globe - Queen Elizabeth II opens climate change meeting in Germany, remembers World War II suffering� 


� HYPERLINK "says" ��The Gulf Daily - Let's all learn from history says Queen�
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