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The United Nations Environment Programme's Klaus Toepfer
Launches Understanding Environment, Conflict, and Cooperation 

Report Finds Fertile Ground for Peace in Environmental Cooperation
But Lack of Data Prevents Early Warning of Environmental Conflict

Washington, DC-"Environmental security is a disarmament policy," said United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, who will launch UNEP's latest report Understanding Environment, Conflict, and Cooperation at the Wilson Center on October 6, 2004 (webcast live at www.wilsoncenter.org). Kicking off UNEP's new Initiative on Environment and Conflict Prevention, the report asks: What do we need to know to prevent environmental conflict? And how can we use the environment to build peace instead of war? 

"Sustainable development is a security imperative," said Toepfer. "Improving degraded environments and achieving sustainable development enhances human security, prevents conflict, and builds peace." In the report, leading international scholars identify pieces missing from the environment-conflict puzzle. According to Steve Lonergan, director of UNEP's Division of Early Warning and Assessment, "Scholars and practitioners need empirical data, multi-level analysis, interdisciplinary cooperation, and integrated assessments in order to unsnarl this tangled web." 

But researchers and policymakers are in a race against time. As Marc Levy of Columbia University noted, "We've missed more environmental crises than we've anticipated. To build peace around these issues, we must monitor and assess environmental data in a timely manner." Director of the Wilson Center's Environmental Change and Security Project Geoffrey Dabelko urged, "Policymakers must stop merely reacting to the symptoms of environmental conflict and instead proactively extinguish hotspots by bolstering confidence and building cooperation." 

Understanding Environment, Conflict, and Cooperation will be available at the meeting and can be downloaded from http://www.unep.org/PDF/ECC.pdf.

**Webcast LIVE at http://www.wilsoncenter.org**
What: Sustainability: A Security Imperative
Who: Klaus Toepfer, Under-Secretary General of the United Nations and Executive-Director, United Nations Environment Programme

When: Wednesday, October 6, 2004, 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. 
Where: Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 6th Floor Flom Auditorium. The Wilson Center is located in the Ronald Reagan Building at 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue.

Media planning to cover the event should contact Sharon McCarter at mccarters@wwic.si.edu or (202) 691-4016.
The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars is the living, national memorial to President Wilson established by Congress in 1968 and headquartered in Washington, D.C. The Center establishes and maintains a neutral forum for free, open and informed dialogue. It is a nonpartisan institution, supported by public and private funds and engaged in the study of national and world affairs. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Kyoto Protocol nears approval without U.S.

By Joan Lowy / Scripps Howard News Service

International adoption of the Kyoto Protocol on global warming is one short step from reality following the Russian Cabinet's endorsement Thursday. 

However, treaty supporters cautioned that the pact is a first step, not a long-term solution. 

"Kyoto is a first step - it only goes to 2012 - but bringing it into force sends a signal that the age of carbon limits has arrived," said Annie Petsonk, international counsel for Environmental Defense. 

"Countries all over the world are going to be operating in a completely different framework in which greenhouse-gas emissions are going to be constrained," Petsonk said. 

Upon Russia's approval, the United States and Australia will be the only major industrial countries that have not ratified the treaty. 

President Bush withdrew the United States from the protocol in 2001, saying the cost of compliance was too expensive for the U.S. economy. The administration also tried unsuccessfully to persuade Canada and Japan not to ratify the accord. 

Bush's election opponent, Democrat John Kerry, initially supported the treaty, but now says that too much time has elapsed for the United States to reach its emission-reduction targets by 2012. He says new negotiations are needed. 

In Russia, the treaty must still be approved by the Duma, the lower house of parliament. Since the pact has the support of Russian leader Vladimir Putin and his party controls the Duma, ratification is widely expected. The protocol would go into effect 90 days after Russian approval. 

Russian action to ratify the treaty "will breathe new life" into international climate negotiations scheduled to resume in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in December, United Nations Environment Program executive director Klaus Toepfer said. 

Toepfer also drew a connection between climate change and the recent hurricanes that have devastated the Caribbean, Florida and other parts of the Eastern United States. 

"These kinds of natural disasters with their appalling loss of life and significant economic costs are likely to become even more frequent and extreme unless global warming is effectively checked," Toepfer said. 

Frank Maisano, an energy-industry lobbyist and former spokesman for the Global Climate Coalition, a now-defunct umbrella group for companies opposed to the treaty, dismissed the protocol as "largely symbolic in nature." 

"It has been watered down so dramatically that even if Russia joins and it goes into force, you are not going to see real reductions in greenhouse-gas emissions," Maisano said. 

The treaty "was never supposed to fix the problem by itself," said Jonathan Pershing, director of the World Resources Institute's climate program. "It's only a five-year window; this is a 100-year problem." 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair, who recently took over as head of the Group of Eight, the world's top industrial nations, said in a recent address that "our efforts to stabilize the climate will need over time to become far more ambitious than the Kyoto Protocol." 

Key provisions 

-- Obliges industrialized countries, as group, to cut emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases by 5.2 percent from 1990 level by 2012. Gases believed to trap heat in atmosphere, warming Earth. 

-- Nations may offset emission requirements by properly managing forests and farmlands that absorb carbon dioxide. Can earn further credits by helping developing countries cut emissions. 

-- Allows for "emissions trading" - buying and selling of right to pollute, to give profit motive for businesses to reduce emissions. 

-- Member countries face mandatory punishment if they fail to meet emission targets. 

-- Treaty must be ratified by 55 countries responsible for 55 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. Takes effect 90 days after receiving sufficient ratification. 

-- United States rejected pact in 2001, saying it would harm its economy and unfairly favored developing countries. 
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UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize winners visit Chengde
    SHIJIAZHUANG, Oct. 3 (Xinhuanet) -- A group of 50 world environmental experts comprising Sasakawa Environment Prize winners, officials from the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and delegates of a Japanese foundation, visited Chengde in Hebei Province. 

    The group of experts recently inspected the city's progress in protecting the natural and urban environment, conserving water-resources and promoting green community construction. 

    The Sasakawa Environment Prize, given by the UNEP, is one of the most prestigious international environment prizes. 

    Funded by the Nippon Foundation of Japan, the Sasakawa Prize has been awarded annually to leading "individuals who have made outstanding global contributions to the management and protection of the environment" since 1984. 

    Chengde has the largest remaining classical imperial gardens in China and boasts many types of classical Chinese architecture. The city is known for its Summer Mountain Villa (Ligong Palace), the temporary imperial palace of Emperor Kangxi and Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). 

    In recent years, Chengde has begun to greatly value its cultural heritage and natural environment. It has closed nearly 700 pollution-producing companies and increased investment in urban construction. Enditem 
The Advertiser
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Greening the bottom-line behind  sustainable results

BYLINE: By NATHAN CROSS

BODY:
THE finance sector may be an unlikely place to consider saving the environment, but it can have a powerful influence, says Insurance Australia Group's sustainability research manager, Philip Woods.

"We spend a lot of money. We don't have a lot of direct impact, but the bulk of our money goes to pay claims to customers to purchase goods or pay repairs. So there is a huge potential for us to influence the way those things are carried out in a sustainable way." 

Mr Woods was a keynote speaker at the recent business seminar on environmental sustainability and the finance sector sponsored by the Savings & Loans Credit Union, the SA Government Office of Sustainability and the United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative.

UNEP FI is a voluntary initiative between UNEP and 230 finance sector companies including banks, insurers and asset managers worldwide to adopt environmental and sustainable practices.

There are seven local companies that have signed the program: IAG, VicSuper, ANZ, National Australia Bank, Westpac, QBE Insurance Group and mecu.

Mr Woods said for IAG, environmental sustainability was about reducing risk and ensuring accessible and affordable insurance into the future.

"It's the right thing to do, but it also makes great business sense because our business is so aligned to issues like climate change and increasing frequency of storms and bushfires that will affect our profitability and our ability to deliver," Mr Woods said.

IAG is out to influence customers and suppliers by encouraging the use of recycled car parts in crash repairs, and informing customers about the levels of emissions in new cars before making purchases.

VicSuper chief executive Bob Walsh was another keynote speaker. He said the biggest influence the finance sector had on promoting environmental sustainability was where it invests its money.

"As an institutional investor we are effectively allocating the savings from our members to different economic activities and in doing that we will have an impact, either good or bad, on the environment, on societies and on people's economic wellbeing."

Mr Walsh also said the company produces what it calls sustainability profiles of all its investments to help ensure it is investing in companies that are themselves implementing sustainable practices.

"It's different if you were talking to an automobile company manufacturing products. They have a greater direct impact than we will, but we have as an intermediary, an opportunity to influence the companies and the asset managers that we allocate the money to, to be more or less sustainable."

LOAD-DATE: October 3, 2004 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

China Daily

Environment pledge of Games on track

Beijing organizers have been putting all their efforts together to fulfil the capital's pledge to make the 2008 Olympic Games green.

"The Beijing Organizing Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG) has strived to protect the environment, preserve resources and maintain an ecological balance during the preparations for the great event," Vice-President of BOCOG Li Binghua said.

The committee has had close co-operation with the Beijing municipal government in the field in recent years, said Li.

By last year, remarkable improvements had been made in Beijing's environment, reported China Daily.

Apparently air quality in 2003 was considered to be "good" 61 per cent of the time, 34 percentage points higher than in 1998.

The sewage treatment rate increased to 56 per cent last year from 22 per cent in 1998, and the afforestation rate rose to 48 per cent by 2003, a 4 percentage growth than that in 1998.

Estimates suggest that by 2008, pollution from coal-burning, emissions from low-standard vehicles and industrial production will be substantially cut.

The committee has actively been supporting the city government's decision in environmental protection, according to Yu Xiaoxuan, vice-director of BOCOG's Environmental Activity Department.

In response to the central government's pleas for people to save electricity this summer, the committee has taken the lead in adopting proper measures.

The committee has also called on designated hotels for the Games to increase the temperature of their air-conditioners by 1 centigrade, which would mean a 10 per cent reduction in electricity consumption in air conditioners.

The committee is now setting up its own environmental management system to ensure it fulfills its environmental pledges in Beijing's bid for the Games.

"We will try our best to reduce the negative influences of the Olympic Games on the environment and the eco-ystem," Yu said.

Beijing has vowed to make the 2008 Olympic Games an ozone layer-friendly one by refusing to use products made of ozone depleting substances (ODS).

This is in response to an appeal from the United Nations Environment Programme after Beijing won the bid to host the Games, said Liu Yi, director of the international co-operation centre with the State Environmental Protection Administration.

Under plans by the administration, by 2008, not only Beijing, but the country will no longer produce and use ODS, he said.

China currently produces and uses a significant amount of ODS, said Liu.

The Montreal Protocol on Substances That Deplete the Ozone Layer has called for the world to stop using and consuming two major ODS by 2010.

It is expected that if this goal is realized by 2008, two years earlier than the date fixed by the protocol, China will have played an active role in promoting the implementation of the protocol throughout the world.

International co-operation is also a part of Beijing's move towards a Green Olympics.

The Italian Ministry of Environment has listed a series of projects with the Beijing authorities under the theme of "Green Olympics," at the Beijing International Environment Forum 2004, which was held in mid-September, The Italians have provided technology and financial support to Beijing in establishing projects which reduce air pollution, including a laboratory for car exhausts to reach European III Standards.

Further collaborations is expected.

Dennis Leaf, a senior adviser to the US Environmental Protection Agency, expressed his agency's intentions to lend its technical and policy expertise to Beijing to help improve air quality in the capital.

"The improvement in air quality will hopefully provide benefits to the citizens of Beijing during and after the Olympic Games," he said.

Olav Myrholt, an environmental expert with the International Olympic Committee, said he is glad to see that Beijing is adopting active measures in environmental improvement.

"I believe that the 2008 Olympic Games held in Beijing will become a model in promoting urban environmental protection," he said.

Environment became the third pillar of the Olympic Movement along with sport and culture in 1994.

According to the Olympic Charter, the Olympic Games are to be held in conditions which demonstrate a responsible concern for environmental issues.

(China Daily)
________________________________________________________________________________________
Axis of Logic

 Iraq

Depleted Morals

If I could shed a tear for every home that bombs destroy,

I'd never stop crying,

If every broken brick were a heart of a little girl or boy,

All the world's children would be sighing,

If I could hold each shattered body, each baby stilled at birth,

I'd have no time for loneliness,

I'd spend all my time embracing the people of this savaged earth,

Feeling the poisoned wind's caress,

And the billionaires are laughing in some safe place in America,

Sing a song for Basra.

–David Rovicks, Sing a Song for Basra

September 30, 2004 -- The use of depleted uranium by US and British military forces is a fact. They use it and, most likely, have a better understanding of its long-term effect than they are admitting. In a March 18, 2003 article the BBC quoted Colonel James Naughton of US Army Materiel Command as saying, regarding the use of depleted uranium ammunition and armour, "Who's asking the question? The Iraqis tell us 'terrible things happened to our people because you used it last time'.

"Why do they want it to go away? They want it to go away because we kicked the crap out of them, OK?

"I mean, there's no doubt that DU gave us a huge advantage over their tanks. They lost a lot of tanks.

"Their soldiers can't be really amused at the idea of going out in basically the same tanks with some slight improvements and taking on Abrams again."

Contrast that with statements made by Professor Doug Rokke. Clearly a man with some credibility when it comes to the effects of depleted uranium weapons, Rokke, a ex-director of the Pentagon's depleted uranium project, former professor of environmental science at Jacksonville University and onetime US army colonel who was tasked by the US department of defence with the post-first Gulf war depleted uranium desert clean-up was quoted in the article as saying, There is a moral point to be made here. This war was about Iraq possessing illegal weapons of mass destruction -- yet we are using weapons of mass destruction ourselves. Such double-standards are repellent,

Later in the article, Rokke is further quoted as saying, A nation's military personnel cannot wilfully contaminate any other nation, cause harm to persons and the environment and then ignore the consequences of their actions.

'To do so is a crime against humanity.

'We must do what is right for the citizens of the world -- ban DU.

So what is depleted uranium? It is basically waste left over from the production of nuclear weapons or nuclear energy. It is free to the arms manufacturers because it is waste. It is used to harden shells to give them more penetrating power. It is more effective than tungsten because it is much easier to work, tungsten is expensive, and depleted uranium weapons have the added advantage of being self-sharpening. It is a very effective weapon for attacks on armoured vehicles and under ground bunkers.

It is also more dangerous than we are being officially led to believe. Studies on it by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) have largely ignored the internalisation of depleted uranium material, instead looking only at the external radioactive effects. The oft quoted Rand Report has left out some evidence and the epidemiology the report is based on dealt with naturally occurring uranium dust, not depleted uranium.

When that is pointed out, the usual retort is that depleted uranium is less radioactive than naturally occurring uranium. That is, like many of the official lies, almost true. Depleted uranium, in a pure form, is less radioactive than naturally occurring uranium. What gets used in weapons is of questionable purity though.

Depleted uranium used to manufacture weapons is a byproduct of the nuclear industry, waste that somebody found a use for. It is not pure. It may contain plutonium and other impurities that makes depleted uranium far more dangerous.

While it is convenient for users such as the US government to deny the long-term detrimental effects of depleted uranium, those effects are becoming more and more clear. The potential contamination from deleted uranium caused the UN, in an April 2003 press release on environmental problems in Iraq to state, The report says another priority should be a scientific assessment of sites struck with weapons containing depleted uranium (DU). It recommends guidelines be distributed immediately to military and civilian personnel and to the general public on how to minimize the risk of accidental exposure to DU. The intensive use of DU weapons has likely caused environmental contamination of as yet unknown levels and a study would require receiving precise coordinates of the targeted sites from the military. Clearly, even with the inadequacies of the UNEP report on depleted uranium, the United Nations recognises that depleted uranium is not harmless, as its advocates claim it to be. The UN Sub-Commission on Protection and Promotion of Human Rights designated depleted uranium to be a weapon of mass destruction 1996 and resisted attempts by the United States and United Kingdom to have depleted uranium stricken from the list of weapons of mass destruction in 2002.

The United States and Britain love depleted uranium weapons though. They used them extensively in the 1991 Gulf War in Iraq and Kuwait, again in the Balkans, then in Afghanistan and once again during the 2003 invasion of Iraq. The use of depleted uranium weapons is increasingly linked to Gulf War Syndrome in American and allied soldiers who served in the Gulf War, and allied troops who served in the Balkans. Cancer rates and other health problems among veterans who served in these wars and the civilians who were innocent bystanders have skyrocketed in the time since the wars, as have birth defects among their offspring. Despite the growing evidence that these weapons cause serious health effects years after their use, the US and UK defend their use. Increasingly, being an ally of a country that uses depleted uranium means that your people are being exposed to the risk of debilitating toxins. This alone should be enough to discourage countries like Canada from taking part in the foreign adventures of the United States.

The United States is estimated to have sold depleted uranium weapons to almost thirty countries, and has used depleted uranium weapons in urban, suburban, and agricultural areas, yet there is little doubt that if such ammunition was used in a populated area in the United States it would be dubbed a dirty bomb and the people who used it accused of using weapons of mass destruction. Depleted uranium weapons are nuclear devices, after all. They contaminate air, land and soil. They affect the DNA of human beings.

While the US tries to muddy the issue by bringing in the possibility Saddam Hussein exposed his own people to biological and chemical weapons, thus causing the rising rates of cancer, they cannot explain the rising cancer rates among people who were exposed to depleted uranium in Bosnia and Kosovo. While those who believe in the destructive power of depleted uranium mutter platitudes and lies to defend their unconscionable use of such a weapon, real people are dying. That includes children not yet born and soldiers who did not sign up to be exposed to elements likely never heard of before becoming soldiers and were not told the dangers of being exposed to radioactive weapons.

It is time that the Canadian government stepped up to the plate and called for a complete ban on the use of depleted uranium. Up until 1998 Canada did have depleted uranium tipped weapons on some of its ships, but changed to tungsten-tipped ammunition after that...presumably because it had been listed as a weapon of mass destruction by the United Nations It is time we admitted that the use of such weapons is a crime against humanity, owned up to our error in ever having them in our arsenal, and moved to bring those that continue to use them to trial in international court. The use of depleted uranium weapons is against international, British, and US law. A war crime is a war crime no matter who commits it, how much money they have, or whether they refer to the head of their country as the leader of the free world.

Nobody is free when such weapons are used with impunity.

http://www.vivelecanada.ca/article.php/20040928204701877
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BBC

Limited black rhino hunt approved 

Namibia and South Africa are each to be allowed to kill and export five black rhinoceros per year. 
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) will also allow the two nations to increase their exports of leopard products. 

The decisions, made at Cites' biennial meeting in Bangkok, have disappointed some conservation groups. 

But Namibia and South Africa insist the money raised from the sales will help pay for improved conservation efforts. 

The black rhino had been on the decline since the 1970s due to hunting, war and increasing demand for land. 

It suffered a near-catastrophic decline from about 65,000 animals in the 1970s to only 2,400 in the mid-1990s. 
	
	Local communities can benefit more from the whale watching industry than from an industry which kills whales and has a falling demand for the meat 
Lisa Kitson, Bermuda 



Poachers sought rhino horn because of the high prices it fetched in the traditional medicine markets of the Far East. In the Middle East, the horn has also traditionally been carved and polished to make dagger handles. 

But according to a major study released earlier this year, numbers in southern Africa have risen by around 40% over the last decade. 

As a result, South Africa and Namibia believe the time is right to introduce very limited hunting - and as big game hunting is an international affair, this means they need the export of trophies to become legal. 

Each country will be allowed to export products from five animals only each year, and they must all be elderly males. 

The application was supported by the scientists and technocrats of the Cites Secretariat, who believe that taking elderly males can actually help herds to expand.
"It's important to realise that black rhinos are on Appendix I and they are staying on Appendix I; their status has not changed," Michael Williams, spokesman for United Nations Environment Programme, told the BBC. 

Appendix I is the classification used by the convention for species most at risk; trade in these creatures is permitted only under exceptional circumstances. 

The thousands of dollars that trophy hunters will have to pay to take down a black rhino will also be put back into conservation programmes, say Namibia and South Africa. 

Delegates will have to give approval at the plenary session at the end of the two-week summit. 

Environmental groups profess themselves disappointed. WWF, the global conservation programme, for example, expressed doubts about procedures intended to ensure that only the designated animals - the elderly males - would be hunted. 

	
	DEGREES OF PROTECTION 

Appendix I: controls species whose existence is so threatened that trade is banned. Covers some 1,000 plants and animals, eg great apes 

Appendix II: Allows controlled trade, under a system of permits. Covers 4,100 animal species and 28,000 plants 

Appendix III: Contains 290 species that are protected in at least one country. 





"WWF spoke at the meeting and expressed concern that South Africa does not have adequate management and control mechanisms in place to allow for trophy hunting of black rhinos," the organisation said in a statement. 

"There are still weaknesses within South Africa's internal control of white rhino trophy hunting. WWF is not convinced that the money generated from the potential income will benefit local communities. 

"We do not believe that the selection process for choosing the adult male rhinos to be hunted will be based on rigorous and scientific criteria." 

Cites delegates also decided to increase the export of leopard trophies from Namibia and South Africa from 175 up to 400, again acknowledging that conservation efforts have been so successful that hunting can sustainably increase. 

This is the first time the 166 member-states of Cites have met in Asia. It is the 13th meeting of its kind. Delegates must decide the degree to which rare animals and plants can be exploited commercially. 

They have some 50 proposals to work through, including setting limits on trade in species such as the great white shark, the ramin timber tree, and African and Asian elephants. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

Reuters

FACTBOX: What Is the Kyoto Protocol?


MOSCOW - Russia's government approved the Kyoto Protocol and sent the climate change pact to the State Duma lower house of parliament for endorsement. 

Kyoto needs Russian backing to come into force after it was weakened by a U.S. pullout in 2001. 

Here are some frequently asked questions about the pact. 

WHAT IS THE KYOTO PROTOCOL? 

It is a pact agreed by governments at a 1997 U.N. conference in Kyoto, Japan, to reduce the amount of greenhouse gases emitted by developed countries by 5.2 percent of 1990 levels during the five-year period 2008-2012. A total of 122 nations have ratified the pact or acceded to it, according to U.N. data. 

IS IT THE FIRST AGREEMENT OF ITS KIND? 

Governments originally agreed to tackle climate change at an "Earth Summit" in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. At that meeting, leaders created the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) which set a non-binding goal of stabilizing emissions at 1990 levels by 2000, a goal not met overall. The Kyoto protocol is the follow-up to that and is the first legally binding global agreement to cut greenhouse gases. 

SO IT'S LEGALLY BINDING? 

It is binding once it has been ratified by 55 percent of the signatories which must between them represent 55 percent of developed countries' carbon dioxide emissions. Kyoto has surpassed the requirement of signatories but has so far only received pledges from nations representing 44 percent of total emissions. 

Russia holds the key to Kyoto's success or failure with its 17 percent share of emissions. President Bush pulled out in 2001, arguing that Kyoto was too expensive and unfairly excludes developing nations. The United States is the biggest polluter with a 36 percent share. 

HOW WILL IT BE ENFORCED? 

Under a 2001 deal made by environment ministers in Bonn, Germany, if countries emit more gases than allowed under their targets at the end of 2012, they will be required to make the cuts, and 30 percent more, in the second commitment period which is due to start in 2013. They rejected the idea of a financial penalty. 

DOES EVERY COUNTRY HAVE TO REDUCE EMISSIONS BY 5.2 PERCENT? 

No, only 39 countries - relatively developed ones - have target levels for the 2008-12 period, adhering to the principle established under the UNFCCC that richer countries should take the lead. Each country negotiated different targets, with Russia aiming for stabilization at 1990 levels and the European Union trying for an eight percent cut. 

HOW ARE THEY DOING SO FAR? 

Most countries are lagging their targets under Kyoto. The European Commission said in December, for instance, that 13 of the then 15 members of the European Union were likely to overshoot the target. Only Britain and Sweden were on track. 

WHAT ARE THESE "GREENHOUSE GASES?" 

Greenhouse gases are gases that trap heat in the earth's atmosphere. The main one is carbon dioxide (CO2), most of which comes from burning fuel. The protocol also covers methane (CH4), much of which comes from agriculture and waste dumps, and nitrous oxide (N2O), mostly a result of fertilizer use. 

Three industrial gases used in various applications, such as refrigerants, heat conductors and insulators, are also included - they are hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6). 

WHAT HAPPENS TO COUNTRIES THAT MISS THE TARGET? 

The protocol provides for "flexible mechanisms" - ways for countries to reach their targets without actually reducing emissions at home. 

These include emissions trading - where one country buys the right to emit from another country which has already reduced its emissions sufficiently and has "spare" emissions reductions. 

Another is the "clean development mechanism" where developed countries can earn credits to offset against their targets by funding clean technologies, such as solar power, in poorer countries. 

Countries can also claim credits for planting trees in the Third World that soak up CO2 - so-called carbon "sinks." 

While Iran is providing access, it has balked at the IAEA's demand that it freeze all activities on uranium enrichment. 

Friday a leading Iranian cleric said his country would never be bullied into giving up its nuclear program but denied an weapons' ambitions. 

"Iran will never yield to international pressure to abandon its home-grown nuclear technology," Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati, who heads Iran's hardline Guardian Council - a powerful, unelected supervisory body - told worshippers at prayers in Tehran. 

"Americans should know that it is just impossible. You will take this wish to the grave," he added. "We have no intention of pursuing nuclear weapons." 

Washington says Tehran is developing weapons under cover of a civilian atomic energy program and wants it reported to the Security Council. Tehran vehemently denies the accusation. 

Iranian officials were not available for comment, though a diplomat close to the negotiations said Iran had agreed in principle to allow IAEA inspectors to visit all sites. 

David Albright, a former U.N. weapons inspector and head of the Institute for Science and International Security, said Parchin was a "huge site dedicated to the research, development, and production of ammunition, rockets, and high explosives." 

A senior U.S. official told Reuters last month that Iran had refused to allow the U.N. into Parchin, which he said was a strong indication that it was a nuclear weapons site. 

He also accused the IAEA of suppressing information on Parchin in its latest Iran report - a charge the agency denied. 

Story Date: 4/10/2004 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Antarctic Ozone Hole Smaller This Year - Scientists
WELLINGTON - A gaping hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica appears to have shrunk by about 20 percent from last year's record-breaking size, New Zealand scientists said. 

The National Institute of Water & Atmospheric Research (NIWA) said its measurements backed up NASA satellite data showing the hole peaked at about 9 million sq miles compared with 11 million sq miles in 2003. 

The ozone layer sits about 9-19 miles above the earth, filtering harmful ultraviolet rays that can cause skin cancer. 

Industrial chemicals containing chlorine and bromine used in refrigerators and aerosols have been blamed for thinning the layer because they attack the ozone molecules, causing them to break apart. 

NIWA scientist Stephen Wood cautioned against reading too much into the hole's smaller size, which he said was also influenced by natural variations. 

"We need to see smaller or less severe ozone holes over a number of years before we can say for certain that ozone is recovering," he said in a statement. 

The only inhabited area that might possibly be affected by the hole would be the southern tip of South America, he said. 

Under the 1987 Montreal Protocol, more than 180 signatory states have committed to phasing out the use of nearly 100 ozone-damaging substances. 

In 2002, the ozone hole suddenly shrank, raising hopes it had turned the corner and was starting to close but some scientists later put it down to an abnormality caused by atmospheric conditions. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Talk of El Nino Floods, Droughts Worries Farmers
Sun October 0, 2004

By Russell Blinch 

SINGAPORE (Reuters) - After a seemingly unending string of hurricanes and typhoons, talk that the "little boy" is stirring in the Pacific is unwelcome news for weather-battered farmers. 

International weather forecasters are warning that the phenomenon known as El Nino could rear up over the next few months, possibly bringing a wrath of flooding in some parts of the Americas and crop-busting droughts in Southeast Asia and Australia. 

"For a month and a half there have been different forecasts raising the probability there will be an El Nino," said Tobin Gorey, an economist at the Commonwealth Bank in Sydney. "So it's been bubbling in the background for a while." 

El Nino, the "little boy" or "Christ Child" in Spanish, occurs when surface water temperatures remain warmer than usual in the Pacific off South America. A weakening of trade winds may add to the problem. 

The impact can be far reaching, as it was in 1997-98, when it produced strange weather patterns around the world. In 2002, a so-called mild El Nino caused big disruptions in Australia. 

"The weak-to-moderate El Nino in 2002-03 caused widespread drought, devastating agricultural regions across much of Australia," said Mike Coughlan, head of the National Climate Center at the Australian Bureau of Meteorology. 

RISK TO CHINA 

Mark Spencer, chief equity strategist for Merrill Lynch in Hong Kong, said a range of companies in agriculture could be hard hit and big importing countries such as China would have to deal with a sharp run-up in prices if a drought impairs global harvests. 

"Should it occur over the next few months it could have significant local effects," Spencer said. 

India is already blaming the phenomenon for weakening this year's monsoon, which is crucial for the country's crops. 

"If the warming had not taken place, we could have received good rains in the monsoon season," said M. Rajeevan, a director at the India Meteorological Department. 

Warming during the monsoon season is not good for India but would be beneficial for the country if it starts before the rainy season and cools during the monsoon, he said. 

Malaysia and Thailand, which both suffered big losses in the 1997-98 El Nino, are wary of another event hampering their output for such export staples as rice and palm oil. 

"There is a tendency that it could form next year," said an official at the meteorological department's climatology division. 

Malaysia said an El Nino lasting four months would cut its world-leading palm oil production by 20 percent. 

"If an El Nino starts from December, its effect on Malaysian crops will be felt from September 2005," said M.R. Chandran, chief executive of the Malaysian Palm Oil Association. "Dry weather will affect palm buds, which need moisture to survive. 

Vietnamese officials believe El Nino has already emerged in the region, but that it is less serious than when it struck the country with severe droughts in 1982-1983 and 1997-1998. 

"The return of El Nino is very much obvious, (it is) at its starting stage," said Le Thi Xuan Lan, a state weather official. 

Lan said El Nino has since the end of June caused three minor, abnormal dry spells in southern Vietnam, home to the country's coffee belt and the Mekong Delta rice basket. 

Vietnam is the world's top robusta coffee exporter and ranks second after Thailand in rice exports. 

Lan said while rice and coffee crops would be safe, the El Nino would dump three or four storms on Vietnam's coast between now and the year end, affecting the country's fisheries. 

"While the farmers growing the winter-spring rice crop would benefit from the rains in November or December, fishing ships could be at risk at that time of the year," Lan said, referring to Vietnam's highest yielding, export quality rice crop. (Additional reporting by Ho Binh Minh in Hanoi, Michael Byrnes in Sydney and Atul Prakash in Bombay) 
© Reuters [image: image1.png]
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UN or UNEP in the news

Environment pledge of Games on track
People's Daily Online, China, 4 October 2004 - Beijing organizers have been putting all their efforts together to fulfil the capital's pledge to make the 2008 Olympic Games green. 
"The Beijing Organizing Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG) has strived to protect the environment, preserve resources and maintain an ecological balance during the preparations for the great event," Vice-President of BOCOG Li Binghua said. 
….The committee is now setting up its own environmental management system to ensure it fulfills its environmental pledges in Beijing's bid for the Games. 
"We will try our best to reduce the negative influences of the Olympic Games on the environment and the eco-ystem," Yu said. 
Beijing has vowed to make the 2008 Olympic Games an ozone layer-friendly one by refusing to use products made of ozone depleting substances (ODS). 
This is in response to an appeal from the United Nations Environment Programme after Beijing won the bid to host the Games, said Liu Yi, director of the international co-operation centre with the State Environmental Protection Administration. 
Under plans by the administration, by 2008, not only Beijing, but the country will no longer produce and use ODS, he said. 
http://english.people.com.cn/200410/04/eng20041004_159070.html 

Power struggle
Sun Star, Philippines, 5 October 2004 (By Henrylito D. Tacio, Regarding Henry) - "WE STAND on the threshold of a potential new beginning in the way we manage and care for our planet. Just like the energy we use, let us not waste it." So says Dr Klaus Topfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program. 
Energy is one of the central issues of the 21st century. It is essential for economic growth and development, and for the prospect of a better life for the citizens of developing societies. Unfortunately, two billion people--that's one in every three inhabitants of our planet--do not have access to modern energy services, particularly energy.
http://www.sunstar.com.ph/static/dav/2004/10/05/life/power.struggle.html 

PACE autumn session to discuss Chechnya & anti-terror struggle.
Kazinform, Kazakhstan - Astana - Strasbourg, October 4 KAZINFORM - The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) will begin its autumn session on Monday. Anti-terror struggle has been included in the "urgent debates" section.
The political and humanitarian situation and the observation of human rights in the Chechnya will be the second item in the agenda. The Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner Alvaro Gil-Robles will report on the results of his recent trip to the Chechen Republic in September where he attended a human rights conference. Representatives of three PACE commissions for various aspects of the situation in Chechnya will present their reports.
The delegates to the PACE session will consider issues linked to climatic change within the framework of the Kyoto protocol and the development of the world economy.
Klaus Topfer, the executive director of the U.N. Environmental Program (UNEP), WTO General Director Supachai Panitchpakdi and Berglind Asgeirsdottir, the Deputy Secretary-General of Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), will report on environmental issues.
http://www.inform.kz/txt/showarticle.php?lang=eng&id=95888 





General Environment News


Revised law on trial of Khmer Rouge leaders approved 
Viet Nam News Agency, Vietnam - 10/04/2004 -  Phnom Penh (VNA) - The Cambodian National Assembly on Monday approved the revised law on the establishment of a Cambodia-United Nations tribunal to try Khmer Rouge leaders.
The tribunal will consist of Cambodian and foreign judges with the Cambodians in the majority.
It will take a few weeks for the new law to be ratified by the Senate, the Cambodian Constitutional Council and King Norodom Sihanouk. 
An agreement to set up a tribunal to try Khmer Rouge leaders was reached in June 2003 after four years of negotiations.
However, the remaining problem is the cost for the trials, which the Cambodian government estimates at around 57 million USD and has proposed that the UN finances half of the sum. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has urged sponsor countries to provide their pledged finance so that the trial can be conducted before ageing Khmer Rouge leaders die. So far, only Australia has provided 2.2 million USD for the trial.
About two million Cambodians died of hunger, disease, forced labour or were executed under the Khmer Rouge regime which ruled from 1975 to 1979. Khmer Rouge ruler Pon Pot died in 1998 while the other leaders are all in their 70s.—Enditem
http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=33&NEWS_ID=120748 

Talk of El Nino floods, droughts worries farmers 
Navhind Times, India, 5 October 2004 - Reuters Singapore Oct 4: After a seemingly unending string of hurricanes and typhoons, talk that the ‘Little Boy’ is stirring in the Pacific is unwelcome news for weather-battered farmers.
International weather forecasters are warning that the phenomenon known as El Nino could rear up over the next few months, possibly bringing a wrath of flooding in some parts of the Americas and crop-busting droughts in south-east Asia and Australia.
… The impact can be far reaching, as it was in 1997-98, when it produced strange weather patterns around the world. In 2002, a so-called mild El Nino caused big disruptions in Australia.
“The weak-to-moderate El Nino in 2002-03 caused widespread drought, devastating agricultural regions across much of Australia,” said Mr Mike Coughlan, head of the National Climate Centre at the Australian Bureau of Meteorology.
Mr Mark Spencer, chief equity strategist for Merrill Lynch in Hong Kong, said a range of companies in agriculture could be hard hit and big importing countries such as China would have to deal with a sharp run-up in prices if a drought impairs global harvests.
“Should it occur over the next few months it could have significant local effects,” Mr Spencer said.
http://www.navhindtimes.com/stories.php?part=news&Story_ID=100537 
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	'The Kyoto Protocol is just a first step'

	



By Marcela Valente*
Tierramérica spoke with Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and in charge of organizing the upcoming conference of parties to that agreement, to take place in December in Buenos Aires.
BUENOS AIRES - Since 2002, Joke Waller-Hunter, of the Netherlands, has served as the executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and oversees the organization of the conferences of parties to that agreement, which bring together delegates from 188 governments each year to discuss ways to curb emissions of what are known as greenhouse gases. 

From Dec. 6 to 17, Buenos Aires will host the 10th Conference of Parties (COP10) on climate change, coinciding with the tenth anniversary of the UNFCCC itself. 

''A very nice anniversary gift would be Russia's ratification of the Kyoto Protocol,'' allowing that treaty, which sets targets for emissions reductions, to enter into force, Waller-Hunter said in a dialogue with Tierramérica during a recent visit to the Argentine capital. However, she added, the Kyoto Protocol is just a first step. 

- What do you want to come out of COP10? 
- It will be a very special conference because it is the 10th anniversary of the Convention (on Climate Change) and anniversaries always give us a chance to look back, to analyze what has been achieved and see where we are headed, and what we should be doing to resolve the problem of climate change. 

- What issues will be emphasized at the conference? 
- We hope that COP10 is very strongly centered on the debate about common actions by the countries and on the national and international cooperation needed for adapting to climate change, especially in developing countries, which are the most vulnerable. 

- Do you think Russia will ratify the Protocol? 
- We know that it is a decision of the Russian government to work with its different ministries to prepare a common position, and that process is underway. It is a discussion at the highest political level, and we don't know exactly when it will end. With that uncertainty, we are preparing for COP10. Of course, a very nice anniversary gift would be Russia's ratification of the Kyoto Protocol during the Buenos Aires conference. 

- What will happen if Russia fails to do so before COP10? 
- I don't think there would be a direct impact on the Conference. Furthermore, the entry into force of the Protocol is not a requisite for defining the success or failure of the meeting, because the basis of our deliberations is the Convention on Climate Change. 
The Protocol plays a key role, because it gives the industrialized countries clear goals. Even if it hasn't entered into force, it influences the agenda of the countries that have ratified it. But the Protocol is just a first step in attending to a long-term problem. 

- Do you think it is possible to convince the United States to commit to reducing emissions after it withdrew its signature from the Kyoto Protocol in 2001? 
- To be effective in the future implementation of the Convention, we need to have all sectors involved: those that ratified the Kyoto Protocol, those that didn't, and those that said they wouldn't. Surely the environmental ministers (at COP10) are going to analyze how we can bring everyone in. 

- What message would you like COP10 to send to the world? 
- It should underscore the importance of climate change as a very serious global problem, and also demonstrate how the international community acts in confronting it. 

	Fires Burn Out of Control

	



By Franz Chávez*
The residents of Santa Cruz, Bolivia are suffering the effects of air pollution caused by more than 2,000 forest fires that were started to clear land for crops and cattle.
LA PAZ - The rash of intentionally set fires to expand farmland and grazing areas means that the residents of the central Bolivian city of Santa Cruz are breathing air that has more than twice the level of suspended particles than the maximum allowed by health authorities. 

On Sep. 16 and 17, the team from the ''Clean Air'' project of Swiss Contact, an international aid group, found in Santa Cruz there was as much as 400 micrograms of suspended particulate matter per cubic meter of air, when the standard limit is 150 micrograms. 

The suspended particles are liquids or solids, invisible to the naked eye, and able to travel great distances in the air, persisting over time and causing respiratory ailments. 

Satellite images revealed 2,383 points of forest fires in semi-tropical regions and plains over an area of 167,343 hectares, and prompted LIDEMA, a local environmental defense league, to issue a forceful call for a complete ban on the annual practice of ''chaqueos'', the burning of land to extend the agricultural frontier. 

Members of the Bolivian armed forces and Civil Defense have been mobilized by land and air, along with volunteers, in an effort to halt the advance of the flames and to rescue families surrounded by fires burning out of control. 

At least two people -- a child and an elderly man -- have died as a result of the fires, which are burning in the departments of Santa Cruz, Beni, Cochabamba, La Paz and Tarija. 

Dense clouds of smoke have made commercial flights difficult and have caused delays at the airports. 

The inhabitants of the eastern area have been hardest hit, in health terms, from breathing in the suspended particles, which accumulate in the lungs, causing respiratory ailments, says Orlando Vásquez, an advisor with the Clean Air project. 

On the days with most smoke in the air, incidence of headaches increased sharply among the population, exposed to massive amounts of carbon oxides, as did the incidence of eye irritation and pinkeye, he told Tierramérica. 

LIDEMA, a coalition of non-governmental groups, warned about the long-term effects of the burnings, which have a direct relationship to climate change, drought and erosion. 

The coordinator of the league's training program, Edwin Alvarado Terrazas, cited the threat of loss of biodiversity in a country that is among the top 10 in terms of biological wealth of flora and fauna. 

Along with the vegetation, microorganisms are burned that help fertilize the soil, he said in conversation with Tierramérica. 

Unlike the western Andean region, where ''chaqueos'' are an old practice, but kept under control, in the east the expansion of cattle ranches and soybean fields has fueled indiscriminate burning of vast swaths of forest, affecting dozens of families, said the activist. 

In general, a typical peasant farmer in Bolivia's Andean region burns half-hectare areas, but the cattle ranchers and soy growers in the east are clearing the land by the hundreds of hectares, he said. 

Bolivian law allows controlled burns, but Alvarado said the government does not effectively monitor the practice, and said it would be preferable to invalidate all of the permits for ''chaqueos''. 

LIDEMA suggests creating a national fire prevention system, one with sufficient financial resources and made up of civil society groups and specialized institutions. This system would have the authority to implement preventative and monitoring measures. 

Bolivia's existing environmental law calls for a four-year prison sentence for persons found guilty of starting fires on property they do not own, cropland or pastures, intentionally or accidentally. 

The league is calling for the rigorous application of that and other laws, with trials and penalties to make examples of those who engage in burning, harmful to the environment and human health. 

	ARGENTINA: A Transgenic Sunflower Is Born 
	


BUENOS AIRES - Scientists from Argentina's Universidad del Litoral have isolated a gene that, once introduced into the sunflower, helps this crop tolerate extreme drought. 

Researchers from the university's cellular and molecular biology laboratory made the discovery after working on the project for several years. 

Raquel Chan, the program's co-director, told Tierramérica that they first isolated a gene that proved effective in unfavorable environmental conditions, particularly under ''hydric stress'', or water deficiency. 

Fellow researcher Daniel González said that by introducing this resistant gene into a sunflower plant -- using biotechnology and under experimental conditions -- they created a transgenic organism that may one day be used in commercial farm production. 

	
	 
	 



	COLOMBIA: Eco-Certificates for Flower Growers 
	
	


BOGOTA - Nine Colombian flower-growing companies received ''Florverde'' certification from SGS (Société Générale de Surveillance, an international quality and testing company), for their contributions to protecting the environment and improving the working conditions of their employees. 

The companies, members of Asocolflores, the Colombian association of flower exporters, are La Valvanera, Rosas Colombianas, Industrias Agrícolas Megaflor, Flores Jaivaná, Agrícola Cunday, The Elite Flower, Flores de Bojacá, Flores Las Acacias and Mountain Roses. 

Asocolflores said that in granting the certificates SGS took into account the firms' compliance with best business practices in managing personnel, health and working conditions. 

The society also evaluated farming practices related to use of water and soil, the reduction of agro-chemical application and responsible management of chemical waste, among other factors. 

	
	 
	 



	MEXICO: Demands for Release of Maize Report 
	
	


MEXICO CITY - The environmental watchdog group Greenpeace will exhaust its legal options to force the Mexican government to release a report on contamination of traditional corn crops with pollen from genetically modified maize. The study was prepared by the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC). 

The study has been ready since June, but because it contradicts the position of the U.S. transnational corporations that promote transgenic crops it has not been released, Areli Carrión, Greenpeace-Mexico's consumers campaign coordinator, told Tierramérica. 

The CEC said it did not receive the report until Sep. 13. Work on the study began in 2002, and it has 60 days to be presented to the Council, comprising the governments of Canada, Mexico and the United States, which decides if it will be made public. 

Carrión said Greenpeace will use Mexico's transparency laws to obtain the study's release. If that doesn't work, the group will turn to international law. 

	
	 
	 



	PERU: River Tube Proposed 
	
	


LIMA - The contamination of the Rímac River, which supplies water to the Peruvian capital, can be reversed by running it through a tube of at least 70 km, says engineer Nicolás Morales in a proposal to the authorities. 

''The water that Lima consumes starts out pure, sterilized by the high ultraviolet rays in the mountains more than 4,000 meters above sea level, but it reaches the city contaminated by run-off from towns and the liquid waste of 175 mining and industrial companies along its 110-km route,'' Morales explained to Tierramérica. 

Currently, water in Lima is treated with chemicals and through sedimentation, processes that ''clarify the liquid but don't totally decontaminate it,'' said the engineer, an expert in industrial materials and toxicology. 

Running the river through a duct two meters in diameter ''will have a relatively high cost, but would reduce water treatment costs and, furthermore, would help conserve water, because currently 50 percent of it is lost through filtration and evaporation along the course of the river,'' he said. 

	
	 
	 



	GUATEMALA: Aquifers Exhausted 
	
	


GUATEMALA CITY - The aquifers that provide water to around two million people in the Guatemalan capital are running dry, say assessors from Empagua, the municipal water agency. 

''Forty years ago we found water at 600 feet underground, but now we have to dig to 1,700 feet to develop the Empagua wells,'' Carlos Quezada, the city's water advisor, told Tierramérica. 

''In addition to that problem is climate variability. In recent years we have seen extended summers and winters in which it has rained a great deal but over short periods, and only in certain places, which does not recharge the aquifers,'' he said. 

Julio Escoto, director of Empagua's project execution unit, said in a Tierramérica interview that ''in the valley of the capital the areas of rainwater filtration (into the aquifers) have been reduced while exploitation of water has increased.'' 

''In the city there is an upper and a lower aquifer. The first has already been exhausted, and we are now using the second,'' Escoto said. 

___________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan proposes ways to help African Union expand its mission in Darfur, Sudan

*
UN official denies Israeli charge that UN vehicle was used to transport weapons

*
Citing civilian casualties, Annan calls on Israel to stop incursions in Gaza Strip
*
In reorganization of UN mission in Cyprus, Annan recommends cut in troops

*
UN rights report finds Taliban and other groups still intimidating Afghan voters

*
As momentum builds towards Afghanistan’s elections, refugees turn out to register
*
Concerned at mounting bloodshed in Haiti, UN envoy urges dialogue

*
UN and International Criminal Court sign cooperation agreement

*
Security Council to debate rule of law and women’s role in peace – President

*
UN envoy consults with West African leaders on Côte d’Ivoire peace process

*
UN should forge stronger ties with civil society, Deputy Secretary-General says

*
Refugees facing a less friendly environment, UN high commissioner warns

*
UN report finds Africa generally more peaceful but still facing threats

*
Development efforts must target cities and countryside to succeed – UN officials

*
UN agencies welcome campaign to vaccinate 80 million Africans against polio

*
UN task force reviews adequacy of global funding for information technologies

*
Annan condemns terror attacks in India
* * * *

Sudan

4 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has proposed four areas where the United Nations can immediately help the African Union (AU) expand its ceasefire-monitoring mission in the strife-torn Darfur region of Sudan, his spokesman said today.

In a letter to AU Commission Chairman Alpha Oumar Konare, Mr. Annan offered support in: setting up a UN assistance cell; pre-screening police for participation in the AU mission; opening a Darfur regional office of the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS); and organizing a pledging conference to fund the enlarged AU mission.

The first group of the UN assistance cell, which would be based at the AU’s headquarters in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa, is expected to arrive there today, according to spokesman Fred Eckhard.

The AU is expanding the size and scope of its mission in Darfur, an impoverished region in western Sudan that has been beset by conflict since early last year, from its current size of just over 350 ceasefire monitors and protection troops.

The ceasefire is between the Sudanese Government and two local rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), which have been waging conflict against each other since early last year.

About 1.45 million Sudanese are internally displaced and another 200,000 are living as refugees in neighbouring Chad because of both the fighting and the brutal attacks against civilians by militias known as the Janjaweed. The militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers and destroying homes and cropland.

At the request of the Security Council, Mr. Annan is setting up a commission of inquiry to investigate whether genocide has taken place in Darfur.

Meanwhile, Mr. Annan’s Deputy Special Representative for Political Affairs in Sudan, Taye Zerihoun, is travelling to the Chadian capital N’Djamena to attend the latest meeting of the committee monitoring the ceasefire.

After the meeting tomorrow Mr. Zerihoun will then head to Nairobi, Kenya, to attend the resumption on Thursday of peace talks designed to resolve the separate long-running civil war in Sudan’s south.

Those talks are scheduled to resume with a meeting between Sudanese Vice-President Ali Osman Mohammed Taha and John Garang, the chairman of the rebel Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A).

* * *

Middle East

4 October – The main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) has found no substance to a charge by Israel that an UNRWA ambulance driver loaded a Kassam rocket into his vehicle. 

An agency probe over the weekend and analysis of the footage taken by an Israeli drone has established that the object in question was a patient stretcher, UNRWA chief Peter Hansen said.

“Given the technical means and military expertise at the disposal of the Israeli Defence Forces to enlarge and analyse the pictures taken by the IDF drone, it is inconceivable that the IDF could have made this egregiously erroneous allegation in good faith,” he said.

He warned that the charges could endanger the safety of UN aid workers in the region, voicing concern “that such false allegations can lead to increased aggressive behaviour by Israelis towards the United Nations in general and UN humanitarian staff in particular, and therefore seriously increase the risks which UN personnel face in this zone of violent conflict.”
The UNRWA chief also wrote to Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom demanding an apology for Israel’s claims.

“It is appalling that, with the serious conflict now raging in the northern Gaza Strip, where UNRWA ambulances are operating in constant danger alongside those of other humanitarian agencies to try to save and transport scores of wounded Palestinians to hospital, the Government of Israel would put out such deliberately inciteful, false and malicious propaganda, encouraging IDF soldiers on the ground (or in the air) to think that UNRWA ambulances and other humanitarian vehicles are transporting terrorists and weapons,” he wrote.

A UN spokesman in New York said the world body would like to see “whatever evidence” the Israeli Government might have regarding the allegations. The UNRWA chief had seen only a videotape provided by a media outlet.

Fred Eckhard also said the information should be given to a UN team headed to the region tomorrow on a prescheduled visit to review UN operations there.

At the same time, Secretary-General Kofi Annan will meet Israel’s Ambassador to the UN, Dan Gillerman, to ask what evidence Israel has to support the allegations, he added.

“The Secretary-General would probably also raise with him the problems of entry into and exit from Gaza that relief workers and senior UN staff have been having,” the spokesman said.

* * *

Palestine

4 October – Reacting to mounting civilian casualties, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on the Government of Israel to halt its military incursions into the Gaza Strip while urging the Palestinian Authority to press militants to hold their fire.

The operations “have led to the deaths of scores of Palestinians, among them many civilians, including children,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan noted in a statement issued on Sunday.

The statement also called on the Palestinian Authority to take action to halt the firing of rockets against Israeli targets by Palestinian militants.

“He reminds both sides to this conflict that they have a legal obligation to protect all civilians,” the spokesman said.

* * *
Cyprus

4 October – With the security situation in Cyprus increasingly benign, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended cutting the troop strength of the United Nations peacekeeping mission there by about one third while extending its mandate until mid-2005 to foster conditions conducive to a comprehensive settlement.

In a report to the Security Council released today, the Secretary-General calls for a reduction of the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) military component to 860, down from the current 1,224. He also proposes a more mobile and efficient concept of operations.

At the same time, the Secretary-General recommends that the current deployment of 45 UN civilian police – who live within the community and perform a wide-range of local services – be increased to the mandated ceiling of 69. 

The Secretary-General also calls for a boost in the number of civilian affairs officers working in the mission, noting that their work has grown qualitatively and quantitatively as they intercede on behalf of members of one community or the other to ease specific situations.

“These practical measures will allow UNFICYP to continue to carry out the whole range of its mandated tasks, while taking into account the changed environment and achieving a more efficient utilization of resources,” he says. “They will also provide the basis for a further transformation of the mission, as warranted by developments on the ground, after a further review, which should take place before the end of the next mandate period, in mid-2005.”

In April, a referendum on a comprehensive settlement plan failed after 76 per cent of Greek Cypriots voted against it. (About 65 per cent of Turkish Cypriots voted in favour of the plan.) Following that watershed event, the Secretary-General said he would review the operations of UNFICYP, which was set up in 1964 and expanded a decade later.

In today’s report, Mr. Annan recommends that the Council approve UNFICYP’s amended concept of operations and force level and extend the mission’s mandate for a further six-month period, through 15 June 2005.

“This would allow the restructuring to be implemented in a systematic fashion and provide sufficient time for experience to be gained with the new structure before a further review,” he says.
* * *

Afghanistan

4 October – The Taliban and other extremist groups continue to intimidate Afghans against voting in this weekend’s historic presidential election, and many government officials, local leaders and military or police figures are partisan campaigners on behalf of candidates, a report co-authored by the United Nations mission finds.

The third report of the Joint Verification of Political Rights by the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) and the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), released in that capital Kabul today, calls for re-doubled efforts to make sure that when voters go to the polls on Saturday they will not face threats or violent attacks.

But the report’s authors say they are encouraged by “the absence so far of violence against candidates and the fact that the feared scenario of ethnic polarization has not materialized.”

More than 10 million Afghans, including at least four million women, are registered to vote in the first open presidential election in their country’s history.

The report hails the wide coverage of the candidates and the campaign issues by radio, television and the print media, and by the opening of campaign offices in so many of Afghanistan’s 34 provinces.

But it notes the “ongoing violence and threat of violence” by the Taliban and other groups, especially in the southern provinces, where voter registration numbers are comparatively lower.

“There is a possibility that intimidation and further violence by extremists could make the establishment of polling sites difficult or cause registered voters to stay away from the polling stations,” the report concludes.

It also raises the problem of “the continued electoral activism” of local officials, whether civilian, police or military. This activism has included acts of intimidation and coercion.

The Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Afghanistan, Filippo Grandi, told reporters in Kabul that “these less positive elements, perhaps inevitable after 25 years of war and which we are trying to address,” are balanced by the fact that Afghan voters now have a genuine choice and by the overwhelming desire of Afghans to create their own democratically elected government.

Mr. Grandi also urged the Afghan-based media to make clear to the public that the vote is secret as “this is not something yet completely understood by the majority of Afghans.”

* * *

Afghanistan

3 October – With Afghanistan just a week away from its historic, first-ever presidential elections, hundreds of thousands of refugees who fled the country to neighbouring Pakistan are signing up for the vote.

Men make up three quarters of the approximately 315,000 Afghan refugees who have registered since the process started on 1 October, Manoel de Almeida e Silva, a spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), told the press in Kabul today.

In a sign of remaining gender bias, he added that “a small number of polling stations did not open due to the fact that a few communities would not allow women to participate in the process.”

The spokesman said that in response, female community mobilizers are visiting encouraging women to come forward and register.

He also pointed out that the process was calm, unfolding “without any security incidents throughout these 620 locations in the Northwest Frontier Province in Balochistan and in Islamabad.”

Afghan refugees living in Iran do not need to register because they have already been identified through a separate exercise conducted last year.

* * *

Haiti

4 October – Reacting to a recent spate of violence in Haiti – already ravaged by poverty, instability and natural disasters – the senior United Nations envoy to the country today appealed for all concerned to walk the path of dialogue in pursuit of national reconciliation.

Juan Gabriel Valdés, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, released a statement deploring the “savage murder” of several police and the bloodshed which followed recent demonstrations in the capital, Port-au-Prince.

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) will continue to work in support of the Haitian police in maintaining public order, he said, ensuring the security of citizens, the protection of goods and respect for the rule of law.

“I call upon the Haitian population to avoid being drawn into a vicious cycle of revenge and violence and to follow the path of dialogue, reconciliation and peace,” Mr. Valdés said. “I do not want to underestimate the seriousness of the current situation, but I believe that there is still time to resume dialogue.”

A spokesman for the mission told the UN News Service that more international troops and civilian police are needed to shore up Haiti’s own law enforcement efforts.

“Now we just have 3,092 troops on the ground” out of an authorized strength of 6,700, Toussaint Kongo-Doudou said. Less than half of the authorized level of civilian police – 583 out of 1,622 – have been deployed. 

Following the devastation caused by Tropical Storm Jeanne, MINUSTAH mobilized its forces in support of the humanitarian effort, relocating blue helmets to the hard-hit city of Gonaïves. “Some of our troops became humanitarian agents providing security at distribution sites and even distributing food to the affected population,” Mr. Kongo-Doudou said. 

Argentine soldiers serving with MINUSTAH opened a clinic in Gonaïves and treated some 5,000 patients in the area. The Mission also mobilized its entire fleet of helicopters in support of the humanitarian effort, ferrying aid and staff to the affected areas and conducting aerial surveys.

UN peacekeepers not only helped the living but also worked to recover the remains of the dead. More than 1,500 people have been killed and at least 900 others are missing in the floods and mudslides that followed Tropical Storm Jeanne.

“When you have floods and people living on top of houses and fighting for their survival, what you have to do is re-establish your priorities, transferring some of your strengths in order to help,” Mr. Kongo-Doudou said. “This was not part of the original mandate of MINUSTAH,” he noted, “but if MINUSTAH was not there, the situation would have been much worse.”

He said the international community must send more troops and civilian police to the beleaguered Caribbean country. “Deploying troops is not an easy operation – it costs money. There have been pledges but the deployment has been quite slow.”

The process of restoring stability in Haiti must be directed by the country’s people, he stressed. “Security must be a Haitian-led process…We need adequate troops, we need resources.”

* * *

ICC

4 October – The heads of the United Nations and the International Criminal Court (ICC), the first permanent tribunal to try war crimes, today signed an agreement to encourage greater cooperation and consultation between them.

In a ceremony at UN Headquarters in New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan and ICC President Judge Philippe Kirsch signed the agreement, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters.

The agreement recognizes the status and mandate of each organization and outlines that the two institutions will cooperate closely on administrative and judicial matters and consult each other on issues of mutual interest.

Established by the Rome Statute of 1998, the ICC is based in The Hague in the Netherlands and can try cases involving people charged with committing war crimes after 1 July 2002. As of 27 September this year, 97 nations have signed on as members of the Court.

* * *

Security Council

4 October – Justice, the rule of law and the role of women in post-conflict peacebuilding will be the subject of two Security Council meetings this month, the President of the 15-member body said today.

Wednesday’s open debate on justice and the rule of law will essentially be “part two” of what the United Kingdom presidency did in September 2003 on that topic, UK Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, whose delegation presides over the Council for the month of October, told a press briefing.

In addition, in light of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s report in August, it was time for the Council and the wider membership to see where things stood on the rule of law, he added.

On 28 October, the Council will hold an open debate on women, peace and security, the fourth anniversary of resolution 1325, which had set out very clearly women’s role in ending conflict, Ambassador Jones Parry said. It was also one of the first times the Council had recognized the extreme and disproportionate suffering of women during conflict.

On Sudan, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Jan Pronk, will brief the Council tomorrow. He will address not only what is happening in Darfur but also in Naivasha, Kenya, given the general agreement that the Naivasha process – which concerns the separate conflict between the Government and rebels in the country’s south – is central to finding a political solution in Darfur.

The Council will also discuss an updated account of the humanitarian situation and the problems on the ground in Sudan and, in particular, how the resolution adopted last month on the issue is being put into place, he added.

Concerning terrorism, the Russian Federation’s Ambassador Andrey I. Denisov explained today the current version of the terrorism resolution, which had been issued on Friday evening and was being discussed in the capitals, the Council President said.

On the basis of what he heard this morning, it is clear that there is a strong view in the Council that the resolution should be adopted, but one or two delegations sought different language, Mr. Jones Parry said. He had asked Mr. Denisov to consider what he had heard and to consult especially closely with those countries that were less positive than the others, and in that light, to decide when the draft should be formally put to a vote in the Council.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

4 October – A senior United Nations envoy has begun a mission to consult with West African leaders regarding the situation in Côte d’Ivoire and to discuss proposals on how to ensure the full implementation of pledges made by Ivorian parties at a peace summit earlier this year.

Albert Tévoédjré, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, will travel to Ghana, Togo, Benin, Gabon, Niger and Mali for talks on the Accra III Agreement, according to the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI).

That agreement was reached during a summit at the end of July in the Ghanaian capital and binds the Government to the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, which itself ended fighting in the West African country and created a government of national reconciliation. The Accra III deal focuses on those parts of the 2003 pact that are still disputed.
* * *

Civil society

4 October – The General Assembly today began discussing a report endorsed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan which urges the United Nations to open its deliberations to greater involvement by civil society groups.

In presenting the report of the Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relations, as well as Mr. Annan’s response, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette noted that the contribution of civil society groups to the UN “has been invaluable.”

“The time is right to take this partnership one step further for the benefit of the Organization and the people it was created to serve,” she said.

The Panel’s report, released in June, said that as the world's problems grow more complex, the United Nations should no longer limit its decision-making processes exclusively to governments and instead open its discussions to more input by civil society groups and the private sector.

The 12-member Panel, chaired by former President Fernando Henrique Cardoso of Brazil, also recommended that the General Assembly include civil society organizations more regularly in its affairs, and called for increased civil society dialogues with the Security Council as well as the appointment of a senior UN official to promote engagement with civil society.

Ms. Fréchette noted that the Secretary-General, in his response, suggested that the contribution of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in intergovernmental bodies should be built into the General Assembly’s regular business.

Member States could hold “interactive” hearings with NGO representatives before each session of the Assembly, and before major events, she said.

She also advocated improving the UN Secretariat’s own dialogue with NGOs, including by giving them easier access to information and documentation.

“Taken together, the proposals of the Panel and the Secretary-General aim to strengthen the United Nations, enrich intergovernmental debate, and most importantly, improve the services we provide to the world’s people,” she said.

* * *

Refugees

4 October – Driven by prevailing fear, confusion and the politicization of humanitarian concerns, the world has become less friendly towards refugees – even though the number of people seeking asylum has fallen steeply – the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

Ruud Lubbers opened the annual meeting of UNHCR’s 66-member governing body in Geneva with a call for nations to share, rather than shift, the burden of accepting asylum seekers.

He said the fear of criminal and terrorist networks, confusion about whether people are refugees or economic migrants, and the politicization of immigration policy have combined to erode the strength of asylum laws in many nations.

“The environment we are working in now must be described frankly as less friendly to refugees,” he said.

Yet the numbers of refugees and asylum-seekers continue to fall. The total number of people who fall under UNHCR’s concern has dropped by nearly 22 per cent from 21.8 million in January 2001 to 17.1 million at the start of this year. The number of people seeking asylum in industrialized States has also slumped, last year reaching its lowest level since 1997.

Mr. Lubbers said the concerted efforts of the agency and many nations meant “we are finding solutions for more and more people,” citing as one example the organized return to Afghanistan of more than 3.5 million refugees since 2002.

Turning to UNHCR’s current operations around the world, Mr. Lubbers said “the large-scale killing and clearing of villages” has now ended in the Darfur region of Sudan. But he lamented that “it took the international community half a year to really wake up” to the crisis in Darfur.

Also addressing the meeting, World Food Programme (WFP) Executive Director James Morris said that agency faces a growing shortfall for its refugee-related operations. WFP is now $220 million below the $865 million it needs to feed almost 11 million people.

Mr. Morris said donations to WFP’s work in Liberia have begun to dry up “ever since the television cameras left the war-ravaged streets of Monrovia,” and food aid for about 750,000 people is therefore due to run out in December.

* * *

Africa

4 October – Africa is getting better at resolving armed conflicts and promoting peace but its outlook remains uncertain given the prevailing widespread extreme poverty, HIV/AIDS pandemic and continuing high rates of youth unemployment, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his latest report on the continent’s fortunes.

In a progress report to the General Assembly on the causes of conflict in Africa and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development there, Mr. Annan says the gloomy picture of 1998 – when 14 States endured armed conflict or civil strife and another 11 were experiencing severe political crises – “has changed dramatically and positively over the past six years.”

Now, only six nations face armed conflict and “very few others” are undergoing major political crises, the Secretary-General says, adding that “most African countries enjoy relatively stable political conditions are governed by democratically elected regimes.”

Peace agreements have been brokered or negotiations are continuing in many nations, and regional groups such as the African Union (AU) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) are playing a greater role in carrying out these tasks.

But Mr. Annan states that the steady progress being made in those areas is being undermined by the “modest and slow” progress in such fields as ensuring the independence of the judiciary and promoting public transparency and accountability.

The bigger concern, however, is the failure to make major inroads in reducing poverty, despite the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) – a pact for the continent’s advancement adopted in 2001. This problem is being exacerbated by the rapid rates of urbanization across Africa and the relative lack of arable land.

The Secretary-General calls for the acceleration of NEPAD to promote economic development, voicing his particular concern at the fortune of post-conflict countries.

He says the issue of tackling poverty is especially urgent because HIV/AIDS has the potential to destabilize many States by robbing them of numerous civil servants, professionals and other productive members of the workforce.

“While proving to be a devastating obstacle to development, the pandemic is also taking a heavy toll on Africa’s women who are the main caregivers for family members living with HIV/AIDS,” he states.

Mr. Annan also warns that the “crisis of youth unemployment” is a potential threat to future peace and stability – particularly in countries that have only just emerged from conflict and where disarmament and reintegration programmes have only been partially successful.

* * *

World Habitat Day

4 October – Efforts to improve conditions in poor countries must target life in both urban and rural areas, which are interlinked and potentially mutually beneficial, United Nations officials said today marking World Habitat Day.

“While there are obvious differences between urban and rural development that require different interventions, ultimately sustainable development cannot and should not focus exclusively on one or the other,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message to mark World Habitat Day, which is observed each year on the first Monday in October and this year has the theme “Cities: Engines of Rural Development.”
Migrants living and working in cities send money to families in rural areas, while cities absorb excess rural populations, and offer markets for farm produce and other rural products, Mr. Annan noted.

“They provide services and amenities – such as universities and hospitals – that may not be available or feasible in rural areas,” he said. “Cities are also the locus of most global investment, raising demand for goods, labour and other inputs from rural areas.”

Virtually all population growth in the next 25 years set to take place in cities, most of it in developing countries. The fastest growth will not be in the most dense areas but rather in secondary cities and market towns, which are especially close to the countryside.

Mr. Annan said this trend can be harnessed to improve rural life and ease the problems associated with mega-cities if it is well-managed. Towards that end, he called for targeted investments aimed at ensuring that residents have access to adequate services.

In her message, Anna Tibaijuka, the Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), echoed the Secretary-General’s emphasis on the economic, social and environmental interdependence between urban and rural areas.

She said smaller and medium-sized towns are under-supplied and under-developed, and called for improved transport and communications networks to address the problem. “Economic development in small towns can have a positive impact on the surrounding rural economies through a greater demand for rural produce from urban residents who normally have a higher purchasing power,” she said.

As part of the ceremonies in Nairobi, Kenya, highlighting the phenomenal rate and significance of urbanization in the developing world, the country’s President, Mwai Kibaki, will launch the site for building new houses as part of a slum upgrading project in Kibera, one of the largest and most crowded informal settlements in Africa.

UN-HABITAT will also honour selected individuals and organizations for their commitment to the cause of human settlements development, including President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique, who was instrumental in lending political support to the drive by African mayors to devolve authority to local governments so that basic services such as water, sanitation, electricity and shelter could be ensured.

* * *

Polio

4 October – At least 80 million children across 23 countries in sub-Saharan Africa will be immunized against polio over the next two years – the largest single public health campaign in history – in an attempt to protect the continent’s children from the threat of a looming epidemic of the disease, United Nations agencies report.

Starting Friday, vaccination teams will travel by car, on foot and by boat to cities, towns and villages to try to immunize every single child under the age of five against polio, which once paralyzed hundreds of thousands of children around the world.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Global Polio Eradication Initiative – which includes the two agencies – welcomed the move, which has been organized partly through the African Union (AU).

The campaign has been introduced to combat the recent upsurge in polio across Africa. In the past 18 months, cases have been confirmed in 12 countries after being previously confined to only Nigeria and Niger.

The fresh outbreaks began after regular immunization programmes in northern Nigeria were suspended because local community and religious leaders held concerns – proven to be entirely unfounded – about the safety of the vaccine. Those programmes have now resumed.

Under this campaign, vaccinations will begin on Friday, with a second phase due to start in mid-November and more activities planned for next year.

Speaking after Saturday’s launch of the campaign in Nigeria, WHO’s Regional Director for Africa, Dr. E. M. Samba, said “the leadership and the support of the AU for polio eradication efforts are a sure sign of the commitment needed to end polio.”

The participating States are Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Republic of the Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Nigeria, Niger, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo and Sudan.

* * *

Information technology

4 October – A United Nations task force today began examining the adequacy of funding worldwide for information and communication technologies (ICT), particularly in developing countries.
Chaired by the Administrator of the UN Development Programme, Mark Malloch Brown, the Task Force on Financial Mechanisms was born out of the first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) last December in Geneva.

At the event, financing of ICT for development was one of two key issues left unresolved, the other relating to Internet governance. President Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal had proposed the creation of a Digital Solidarity Fund to bolster ICT in developing countries, while numerous western countries favoured using existing funding mechanisms instead.

The task force was set up to probe the matter further with a view to making a recommendation to the Summit's second phase, to be held from 16 to 19 November 2005 in Tunis, Tunisia.

Consultations during the two-day meeting in New York will involve representatives from the private sector, civil society, regional banks and commissions as well as individual experts. Inputs will also be mobilized through virtual discussions on WSIS-online (http://www.wsis-online.net).

* * *
India

2 October –United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the deadly terrorist attacks which have wreaked havoc in India, reiterating his long-standing opposition to the targeting of innocent civilians.

“The Secretary-General has learned with shock and dismay the news of bomb and gunfire attacks that took place today in crowded public places in Nagaland and Assam states, India, which have claimed the lives of a large number of people,” a UN spokesman said in a statement. 

“No cause or grievance can justify such senseless and cruel acts that target innocent civilians,” the statement added.

Through his spokesman, the Secretary-General sent condolences to the victims and their families.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                      4 October 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Before we begin, I’d like to introduce Isra Hammad in the first seat here.  She’s working with Djibril Diallo on the General Assembly, and she will be working in the third floor office for the Spokesman of the President of the General Assembly. 

Good afternoon, 

**Sudan - SG
The Secretary-General has written to Alpha Oumar Konare, the Chair of the African Union Commission, to propose four areas where the United Nations could provide additional immediate assistance to expand the current African Union (AU) observer mission in Darfur, Sudan.
These are:  the establishment of a UN Assistance Cell at the AU headquarters in Addis Ababa; the identification of pre-screened police from AU member States for possible inclusion in the AU mission; the opening of offices in Darfur of the UN Advance Mission in Sudan; and assisting in preparing a pledging conference for the expanded AU mission.
The first group of the UN Assistance Cell was expected in Addis today.
**Sudan - Report
The Secretary-General’s report on the UN Mission in the Sudan established under Resolution 1547 is out as a document today.
It is a progress report on the UN mission and also on the North-South peace process led by the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, known as IGAD. 
The Secretary-General says that the IGAD-led peace process is central to comprehensive peace in the Sudan.  He said no other peace process has come so far or has addressed the fundamental roots of the conflict in southern Sudan. 
While the process does not offer a comprehensive solution to the country’s problems, the breadth of the agreements reached so far offers a basis for answers to the wider issues of insecurity and conflict, the report says.  He goes on that the current crisis in Darfur is emblematic of that problem.
This report is not to be confused with the Secretary-General’s second 30-day report on progress, or lack thereof, by the Government of the Sudan towards meeting the requirements to restore security in Darfur.  
Advanced copies of this report in English only are expected to go to Council members this afternoon.
**Sudan - Peace Process
At the invitation of the Chadian mediation, the Deputy Special Representative for Political Affairs in the Sudan, Taye Zerihoun, left today for N'Djamena, to attend a meeting of the Joint Committee on the ceasefire agreement signed between the Government and the Darfur rebel groups, to be held tomorrow.
The purpose of the meeting is to review the status of the implementation of the ceasefire agreement. 
**Security Council
The Security Council this morning adopted the programme of work for the month of October.
Then, Council members took up “Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts”.  A new draft resolution was circulated and discussed.
At 12:30 p.m., the Security Council President, the Ambassador of the UK, Emyr Jones Parry, is scheduled to brief you on this month’s programme, here in room 226.
**UNRWA
In response to media reports that a United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) ambulance driver was photographed by an Israeli Defence Forces drone loading a Kassam rocket into his vehicle, UNRWA Director-General Peter Hansen immediately launched an investigation.  After reviewing the videotape and interviewing the ambulance driver, UNRWA concluded that the object visible on the tape is a folded stretcher.  It appeared to be the wrong length and much too light in weight to be a missile.
Hansen has warned that such serious allegations can endanger the safety of UN humanitarian workers in the region.
The Secretary-General has no reason whatever to doubt Hansen’s conclusions.  He intends to call in Israel’s Ambassador to the UN, Dan Gillerman, to ask what evidence Israel has to support the allegations and to let him know of his decision to launch an investigation, to be conducted by a UN team which will leave New York tomorrow.
**Secretary-General’s Statement on Middle East
We issued a statement yesterday attributable to the Spokesman regarding the Middle East, which I’ll now read into the record. 
“The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Israel to halt its military incursions into the Gaza Strip, which have led to the deaths of scores of Palestinians, among them many civilians, including children.  The Secretary-General likewise calls on the Palestinian Authority to take action to halt the firing of rockets against Israeli targets by Palestinian militants.  He reminds both sides to this conflict that they have a legal obligation to protect all civilians.” 
**Secretary-General’s Statement on Bombings in India
And then, on Saturday, we also issued a statement on the bombings in India, which I’ll also read. 
“The Secretary-General has learned with shock and dismay the news of bomb and gunfire attacks that took place today - that is Saturday - in crowded public places in Nagaland and AssamStates, in India, which have claimed the lives of a large number of people. 
“The Secretary-General strongly condemns these terrorist attacks.  No cause or grievance can justify such senseless and cruel acts that target innocent civilians.  He expresses his sincere condolences to the victims and their families.”
**Security Council - DRC
On Friday afternoon, the Security Council voted unanimously to extend the mandate of the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo until 31 March of next year.  It also authorized an additional 5,900 military and police personnel for that Mission.  
Following the vote, the Secretary-General reminded the Council that while the additional personnel would improve the Mission’s operational capacity, the newly approved ceiling fell well below the figure of 23,900 troops and 507 civilian personnel that he had recommended. 
He continued to believe that the total strength recommended in his report was the minimum required to meet the current challenges in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
In view of this reduction, the Secretary-General said that the Mission would have to review the scope of support it could provide to the peace process.  He welcomed the Council's intention to keep the strength and structure of the Mission under regular review, and said he hoped that the Council would revisit the Mission’s requirements favourably in the future.
**Security Council - Iraq
Also on Friday, the Security Council agreed to send a letter to the Secretary-General welcoming his proposals regarding security arrangements for the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq.  In the letter, the Security Council also urged Members States to contribute to that effort.
In his letter to the Council, the Secretary-General called for international security staff, protection coordination officers, personal security details and guard units.  This would be in addition to protection provided by the US-led multinational force, which would be responsible for security throughout the country.
**Cyprus
Out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council containing his review of the UN peacekeeping mission in Cyprus. 
In the aftermath of the rejection of the comprehensive settlement plan by the Greek Cypriot side in the April 24th referendum, the Secretary-General said he would conduct a review of the mission’s operations taking into account developments on the ground, as well as the views of the parties. 
While in the absence of a comprehensive settlement, the presence of UN peacekeepers on the island remains necessary for the maintenance of a ceasefire, he says, certain adjustments to the mission’s mandate can be made.
With the security situation on the island having become increasingly benign, the Secretary-General recommends that the number of peacekeepers be almost one third of their current level.  He proposes a more mobile and efficient concept of operations.  And, as for the UN police officers, who live within the community and perform a wide-range of community service, the Secretary-General recommends that the present ceiling be maintained. 
He also recommends an increase of the number of civilian officers working in the mission.  He notes that their work has grown qualitatively and quantitatively as they intercede on behalf of members of one community or the other to ease specific situations.
A full report is available upstairs. 
**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan says that some 315,000 Afghans registered to vote from Pakistan over the weekend, on the first of two days of registration activity there.  The out-of-country registration exercise comes just ahead of the October 9 presidential elections.
The Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Afghanistan, Filippo Grandi, told reporters yesterday that there continues to be, in many areas, intimidation by anti-governmental forces, including the Taliban.  He said that a report by the UN Mission and the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission also notes instances where Government and local officials have shown partiality towards one candidate or another.
We have more in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.
**UN - ICC
Right now, in the Secretary-General’s conference room, the Secretary-General is signing an agreement on the United Nations’ relationship with the International Criminal Court, along with the Court’s President, Judge Philippe Kirsch.
The agreement recognizes the status and mandate of both organizations.  It provides that the two institutions will cooperate closely on administrative and judicial matters and will consult each other on issues of mutual interest.
And we have more information in a DPI press release. 
**Security Council Programme
I have a note here that we’ve just been informed that there will be Security Council consultations to be followed by a formal meeting on the Middle East this afternoon at 3:30 p.m.
So that’s an update on the Council’s agenda. 
**Côte d’Ivoire
On Côte d’Ivoire, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Albert Tevoedjre, has begun a mission to consult with concerned Heads of State and Government on proposals that would help ensure the full implementation of the Accra III Agreement. 
The UN mission in Côte D’Ivoire says that Tevoedjre will travel to Ghana, Togo, Benin, Gabon, Niger and Mali.
**Civil Society
Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette today presented to the General Assembly the report of the Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relations, which, she noted, appeals for the United Nations to become an even more outward-looking organization.
She said that the Secretary-General, in response to the Panel’s report, had suggested, among other things, that the contribution of non-governmental organizations should be built into the General Assembly’s regular business.  Also, the Secretariat’s own dialogue with NGOs at Headquarters should be improved.
She asserted, “The time is right to take this partnership one step further for the benefit of the Organization and the people it was created to serve.”
And we have the text of her speech available upstairs. 
**WFP - Refugees
The UN’s World Food Programme has a growing shortfall in its funds for refugee-related operations.  
The agency is now $220 million short of the $865 million needed this year to feed nearly 11 million people in refugee-related operations.
James Morris, the Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme, drew attention to the shortfall while addressing the Executive Committee of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Geneva.
At the same event, Ruud Lubbers, the High Commissioner for Refugees, said there’s a “less friendly environment” for refugees -- despite a sharp fall in the number of refugees and asylum seekers around the world.
We have both men’s statements available upstairs. 
**Africa
A new report of the Secretary-General has just been issued, on the causes of conflict and promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa.
In it, the Secretary-General looks at how Africa and the international community are better responding to armed conflicts on the continent, in particular through the efforts of the African Union to mediate conflicts and strengthen its own peacekeeping forces.
He urges the international community to support these initiatives more effectively.
Both the report and a DPI press release are available on the racks on the third floor. 
**World Habitat Day
While there are differences between urban and rural development that require different interventions, ultimately sustainable development can’t and shouldn’t focus exclusively on one or the other. 
That’s part of the Secretary-General’s message on World Habitat Day, which is today.
The day’s theme is “Cities -- engines of rural development” -- and it aims to underline the importance of mutually beneficial linkages that are essential for the development of both cities and rural areas. 
We have more on the Secretary-General’s message upstairs, as well as a statement from the Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing. 
**Press Conference Tomorrow
Finally, one press conference to announce for tomorrow.  At 11:15, in this room, the United Nations Environment Programme will be sponsoring a press conference by the Deep Sea Conservation Coalition on the effects of deep sea bottom trawling and the Coalition’s request for a moratorium on this practice. 
**Questions and Answers
Spokesman: Evelyn? 
Question:  I have three questions.  First of all, on the Middle East, the opening meeting.  Is this to vote on something, to discuss or what?  And, secondly, the ICC agreement that you have.  Considering the US position on it, are there any threats from them to withhold money or what, because they made such a threat during the [inaudible] resolution.  And thirdly, could you give us a readout later of what Senator Levin was doing here, the Foreign Minister of Nigeria, the Foreign Minister of France?  

Spokesman: On those three meetings, we’ll do what we can to get you a readout.  I believe Senator Levin stops by to see the Secretary-General periodically.  I don’t think there’s anything particular on that programme but we’ll let you know.  Obviously, they’ll be talking about Iraq.  I’m not aware of any threat by the US to withhold funding from the ICC, but I can look into that for you.  And I don’t know, because I was just handed a note while I was here in the briefing, that these consultations at 3:30 had been scheduled.  The Council has in mind whether they’re considering any press statement or other.  But we can check for you with the Council President afterwards.  Abderahim? [The Council President later said the intent was an open meeting to discuss the situation in the Middle East, with closed consultations before, during which a draft resolution was expected to be introduced.]

Question:  Fred, on your Gaza-related statements.  Obviously, several people have been killed on the Israeli side, and the Israelis are saying that’s a weak statement.  About 70 people have been killed on the Palestinian side, and the Palestinians are saying that’s an even weaker statement.  I’m wondering if you have a response to both the Israelis and the Palestinians?

Spokesman:  The number of deaths on both sides is unacceptable, and the continuing attacks and deaths just add to the tension and make a political solution farther away.  So our appeal is primarily, as you heard from my statement, aimed at civilians on both sides.  There’s too little attention on the impact that these attacks have on civilians, too much of an acceptance of collateral deaths, and we’re saying that’s not what international law calls for.  So I have nothing else.  You want to follow up? 

Question:  I actually have another one on Sudan.  The Sudanese Government is saying Christian missionaries are taking advantage of Western pressure on Khartoum to carry out missionary work on Muslims and trying to convert them in Darfur.  Does the Secretary-General take that allegation seriously or does he think it’s just another manoeuvre? 

Spokesman:  I’d have to see.  I don’t have guidance on that and I wasn’t aware of that allegation.  We’ll look into it for you.  [He later said the UN was not aware of any such complaints from Sudan.]

Question:  On the UNRWA ambulance story, Peter Hansen gave an interview this weekend in which he was asked to respond to Israeli criticism that UNRWA hires members of Hammas.  Now, what is the Secretary-General’s position on that because Mr. Hansen seemed to be saying that this is standard operating procedure.  I’m just sort of wondering.  What’s the position on that?  What is your position on that given that UNRWA is funded by many governments, which actually consider Hammas a terrorist organization?

Spokesman:  We don’t hire terrorists.  I think what Mr. Hansen was saying was that Hammas also carries out social and humanitarian work.  Not every Hammas member is a militant or a terrorist.  We do not, when we hire people anywhere in the world, ask about political affiliations.  But we do require our staff, local and international, everywhere in the world, to conduct themselves in accordance with established practices, principles of the United Nations.  They must not engage in any activity which is incompatible with their status as independent and impartial civil servants.  So, should we see any indication that a UN staff member is engaged in any illicit activity, or illegal activity, we will respond quickly and strongly. 

Question:  If I may follow up please.  You talked about a team going to the Middle East tomorrow.  What are they exactly going to be doing? 

Spokesman:  This is a team that had been scheduled to leave tomorrow, to look into the UN’s operations in the Middle East, generally.  And the Secretary-General has asked them now, in addition, to look into these allegations by Israel, and we will be asking the Israeli Government to cooperate with them to show them whatever evidence they might have regarding a rocket in an ambulance. 

Question:  And that’s why the Secretary-General is calling in Ambassador Gillerman this afternoon? 

Spokesman: Yes. 

Question:  I’m sorry but didn’t you say that Mr. Hansen had already sort of said that these were not arms? 

Spokesman:  But Mr. Hansen looked at a videotape that had been made available to a media organization.  Presumably, governments have more sophisticated ways to blow up images and to get more information from this video.  And I think that’s what he’d be asking Israel for some help on.  And then in this meeting with Ambassador Gillerman, I think the Secretary-General would probably also raise with him the problems of entry into, and exit from Gaza that relief workers and senior UN staff have been having.  Yes?

Question:  With the comments about Peter Hansen, obviously you’ve mentioned Hammas members being humanitarian workers as well.  Has there been any situation where somebody hired by the UN, who had been a past member of Hammas, is then let go or fired because you’d discovered that there had been some sort of activity that’s not compatible with…

Spokesman: I’d have to look into that.  I mean, we’d have to check with UNRWA.  But what I said was our standard practice is not to tolerate any such activity by our staff, and certainly we would take disciplinary action or legal action, if we found any of our staff members engaging in terror, or other illegal activity.  Yes? 

Question:  Any indication as to when the Secretary-General is planning on naming that panel of inquiry to look into the Darfur situation? 

Spokesman:  Very soon.  Probably within 24 hours. 

Question:  And do you have any sort of ideas as to what the choreography of the announcement will be?  Will it simply be…

Spokesman:  I’ll probably just announce it from here. 

Question:  Fred, would you then say that it is impossible not to have overlap between Hammas’ humanitarian workers and United Nations humanitarian workers, given that they’re both delivering bread to the same hands?  Is it impossible to deliver humanitarian work, like the United Nations is doing through UNRWA, without having some sort of contact with Hammas, whose one of the biggest Palestinian…

Spokesman:  You’re asking very specific field-related questions, so I’m going to have to go to the field to get an answer to that for you.  [He later said that the UN doesn’t coordinate its work with Hammas.]

Question:  [inaudible]

Spokesman:  I have no idea, I’ve never worked in UNRWA.  We’d have to ask UNRWA.  Yes?

Question:  Are there NGOs actively working in Iraq successfully? 

Spokesman:  I assume there are some.  You saw just last week, or the week before, that two Italian women working for an NGO where abducted.  So, I assume NGOs are there, but I have no specific information as to how many there might be and how many personnel they might have in Iraq. 

Thank you very much. 

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK "klaus" ��Environment Media Services - The United Nations Environment Programme's Klaus Toepfer Launches Understanding Environment, Conflict, and Cooperation�


� HYPERLINK "without" ��Detroit   News – Kyoto Protocol nears approval without U.S.�                            


� HYPERLINK "sasakawa" ��Xinhuanet - UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize winners visit Chengde�


� HYPERLINK "Greening" ��The Advertiser - Greening the bottom-line behind  sustainable results�


� HYPERLINK "pledge" ��China Daily - Environment pledge of Games on track�


� HYPERLINK "morals" ��Axis of Logic - Depleted Morals�


� HYPERLINK "approved" ��BBC - Limited black rhino hunt approved�
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