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UNEP expert arrives

By a correspondent

KARACHI: An emergency response specialist of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has arrived to assess the impact of recent oil spill at Karachi Port resulting from the break up of an oil tanker, said a statement on Thursday. The visit of the expert comes as a result of the efforts of High Commission of Pakistan to Kenya and Pakistan’s permanent representative to UNEP, Hameed A Kidwai who contacted UNEP soon after the oil spill, the statement said. In a letter to the Federal Minister for Environment Maj (Retd) Tahir Iqbal, Executive Director of UNEP Klaus Topfer appreciated the role of High Commissioner Kidwai. The UNEP expert is expected to prepare next week an assessment of the impact of oil spill.

___________________________________________________________________________________________ Africa News 

September 4, 2003 Thursday 

Experts Divided On Mobile Phone Safety 

      BYLINE: The Monitor 

Is it safe to use a mobile phone? According to some experts, radioactive emissions from the antennae of

      mobile phones are dangerous to users. 

      But experts at a communications workshop said yesterday that the answer to mobile phone safety is not

      available at the moment. Participants attending a three-day seminar on the impact of Electromagnetic Field

      (EMF) emissions on humans at Speke Resort Munyonyo said there is still no conclusive scientific evidence on the impact of mobile phones on human health. 

      "Scientifically, no one can say that mobile phones are causing health problems or not," said Mr Desta

      Mebratu, the programme officer of the United Nations Environment Programme. 

      Mebratu said that studies on the impact of the emissions are still going on. 

      The Minister of State for Works, Housing and Communications, Mr Michael Werikhe, said, while opening the workshop, that electromagnetic radiation is still a big issue for wireless telecommunications devices especially mobile phones and base stations. 

      "Some scholars have urgued that when the cell phone is held next to the brain, there are changes in the

      brainwaves in 70 percent of people. To the ordinary user of the phone, this kind of information is certainly

      worrying," the minister said. 

      Mebratu advised mobile phone users to take precautions to avoid any adverse effects of technology. 

      The electromagnetic emissions seminar is organised by the International Telecommunication Union in

      collaboration with Uganda Communications Commission. 

      Mr Patrick Masambu, the UCC executive director, said the seminar is the first of its kind. 

      Participants from Botswana, Zambia, Ghana, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Mauritius, Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda are attending the seminar. 

      Speaking at the same seminar, Mr Houlin Zhao, the ITU director, said Uganda joined the Union for the first  time this year. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Coastal Post, California

Iraqi Cities 'Hot' with Depleted Uranium

Dutch Worry About Depleted Uranium As Troops Enter Iraq

                                     By Sara Flounders

Has U.S. use of depleted-uranium weapons turned Iraq into a radioactive danger area for both Iraqis and occupation troops? 

This question has already had serious consequences. In hot spots in downtown Baghdad, reporters have measured radiation levels that are 1,000 to 1,900 times higher than normal background radiation levels.

It has also opened a debate in the Netherlands parliament and media as 1,100 Dutch troops in Kuwait prepare to enter Iraq as part of the U.S./British-led occupation forces. The Dutch are concerned about the danger of radioactive poisoning and radiation sickness in Iraq.

Washington has assured the Dutch government that it used no DU weapons near Al-Samawah, the town where Dutch troops will be stationed. But Dutch journalists and anti-war forces have already found holes in the U.S. stories, according to an article on the Radio Free Europe website.

DU-caused radiation had already raised alarms in Europe after studies showed increased rates of cancers, respiratory ailments and other disabilities of occupation troops from NATO countries stationed in Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan.

In general, the health and environmental dangers of weapons made with DU radioactive waste have received far more attention in Europe than in the U.S.

In this year's war on Iraq, the Pentagon used its radioactive arsenal mainly in the urban centers, rather than in desert battlefields as in 1991. Many hundreds of thousands of Iraqi people and U.S. soldiers, along with British, Polish, Japanese and Dutch soldiers sent to join the occupation, will suffer the consequences. The real extent of injuries, chronic illness, long-term disabilities and genetic birth defects won't be apparent for five to 10 years.

By now, half of all the 697,000 U.S. soldiers involved in the 1991 war have reported serious illnesses. According to the American Gulf War Veterans Association, more than 30 percent of these soldiers are chronically ill and are receiving disability benefits from the Veterans Administration. Such a high occurrence of various symptoms has led to the illnesses being named Gulf War Syndrome.

This number of disabled veterans is shockingly high. Most are in their mid-thirties and should be in the prime of health. Before sending troops to the Gulf region, the military had already sifted out those with disabilities or chronic health problems from asthma, diabetes, heart conditions, cancers and birth defects.

A long-term problem

The impact of tons of radioactive waste polluting major urban centers may seem a distant problem to Iraqis now trying to survive in the chaos of military occupation. They must cope with power outages during the intense heat of summer, door-to-door searches, arbitrary arrests, civilians routinely shot at roadblocks, outbreaks of cholera and dysentery from untreated water, untreated sewage and uncollected garbage, more than half the work force unemployed, and a lack of food--which before the war was distributed by the Baathist regime.

But along with these current threats are long-range problems. Around the world a growing number of scientific organizations and studies have linked Gulf War Syndrome and the high rate of assorted and mysterious sicknesses to radiation poisoning from weapons made with depleted uranium.

Scott Peterson, a staff writer for the Christian Science Monitor, reported on May 15 about taking Geiger-counter readings at several sites in Baghdad. Near the Republican Palace where U.S. troops stood guard and over 1,000 employees walked in and out of the building, his radiation readings were the "hottest" in Iraq, at nearly 1,900 times background radiation levels. Spent shell casings still littered the ground.

At a roadside vegetable stand selling fresh bunches of parsley, mint and onions outside Baghdad, children played on a burnt-out Iraqi tank. The reporter's Geiger counter registered nearly 1,000 times normal background radiation. The U.S. uses armor-piercing shells coated with DU to destroy tanks.

The Aug. 4 Seattle Post Intelligencer reported elevated radiation levels at six sites from Basra to Baghdad. One destroyed tank near Baghdad had 1,500 times the normal background radiation. "The Pentagon and the United Nations estimate that the U.S. and Britain used 1,100 to 2,200 tons of armor-piercing shells made of depleted uranium during attacks on Iraq in March and April--far more than the 375 tons used in the 1991 Gulf War," wrote the Post Intelligencer.

The Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle analyzed swabs from bullet holes in Iraqi tanks and confirmed elevated radiation levels.

Radioactive and toxic

The extremely dense DU shells easily penetrate steel armor and burn on impact. The fire releases microscopic, radioactive and toxic dust particles of uranium oxide that travel with the wind and can be inhaled or ingested. They also spread contamination by seeping into the land and water.

In the human body, DU may cause harm to the internal organs due both to its chemical toxicity as a heavy metal and its release of radiation.

An otherwise useless by-product of the uranium-enrichment process, DU is attractive to military contractors because it is so cheap,

often offered for free by the government.

According to the Uranium Medical Research Center, the toxic and radiological effects of uranium contamination may weaken the immune system. They may cause acute respiratory conditions like pneumonia, flu-like symptoms and severe coughs, renal or gastrointestinal illnesses.

Dr. Asaf Durakovic of UMRC explains that the initial symptoms will be mostly neurological, showing up as headaches, weakness, dizziness and muscle fatigue. The long-term effects are cancers and other radiation-related illnesses, such as chronic fatigue syndrome, joint and muscle pain, rashes, neurological and/or nerve damage, mood disturbances, infections, lung and kidney damage, vision problems, auto-immune deficiencies and severe skin conditions. It also causes increases in miscarriages, maternal mortality and genetic birth defects.

For years the government described Gulf War Syndrome as a post-traumatic stress disorder. It was labeled a psychological problem or simply dismissed as mysterious unrelated ailments. In this same way the Pentagon and the Veterans Administration treated the health problems of Vietnam vets suffering from Agent Orange poisoning.

The cover-up

The U.S. government denies that DU weapons can cause sickness. But before the first Gulf War, where DU weapons were used extensively, the Pentagon's own internal reports warned that the radiation and heavy metal of DU weapons could cause kidney, lung and liver damage and increased rates of cancer.

Ignoring these dangers, the Pentagon went on to use these weapons, which gave it a big advantage in tank battles. But it denied publicly that DU use was related to the enormously high rate of sicknesses among GIs following the war.

Today the Pentagon plays an even more duplicitous role. It continues to assert that there are no "known" health problems associated with DU. But Army training manuals require anyone who comes within 75 feet of any DU-contaminated equipment or terrain to wear respiratory and skin protection.

The manuals say that "contamination will make food and water unsafe for consumption." According to the Army Environmental Policy Institute, holding a spent DU round exposes a person to about 200 rems per hour, or twice the annual radiation exposure limit.

This March and April U.S. and British forces fired hundreds of thousands of DU rounds in dense urban areas. Superfine uranium oxide particles were blown about in dust storms. Yet the Pentagon refuses to track, report or mark off where DU was fired. There is no way Iraqis or the occupying soldiers can keep 75 feet away or use respiratory and skin protection in 120-degree heat.

The American Gulf War Veterans Association (AGWVA) reports that suffering veterans are receiving little, if any, medical treatment for their illnesses. "Whenever veterans become ill, the term 'mystery illness' seems to be the first and often the only diagnosis that is ever made. Veterans are then left to fend for themselves, sick and unable to work, with little hope of a normal life again."

Iraq's National Ministry of Health organized two international conferences to present data on the relationship between the high incidence of cancer and the use of DU weapons. It produced detailed epidemiological reports and statistical studies. These data showed a six-fold increase in breast cancer, a five-fold increase in lung cancer and a 16-fold increase in ovarian cancer.

Because of the U.S.-imposed sanctions, Iraqi doctors and scientists were barred from presenting their research papers in most of  the world.

Doug Rokke of AGWVA, former head of the U.S. Army DU Project, who is seriously ill with respiratory problems, has been campaigning against the use of DU. Rokke reports that U.S. troops presently in Iraq are already falling sick with a series of Gulf War Syndrome symptoms.

The AGWVA says the Department of Defense has information regarding "mystery" deaths of soldiers in this latest war and the emergence of a mysterious pneumonia that has sickened at least 100 men and women.

U.S. position: no clean-up 

While the U.K. has admitted that British Challenger tanks expended some 1.9 tons of DU ammunition during major combat operations in Iraq this year, the U.S. has refused to disclose specific information about whether and where it used DU during this year's campaign. It also is refusing to let a team from the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) study the environmental impact of DU contamination in Iraq.

Despite this refusal, it is public knowledge that the U.S. made extensive use of weapons that can fire DU shells. These include the A-10 Warthog tank-buster aircraft with 30-mm cannons that can fire up to 4,200 DU rounds per minute; the AC-130 gunship; the "Apache" helicopter, and Bradley fighting vehicles that fire anti-armor 105-mm to 120-mm tank rounds containing DU.

The U.S. followed the same tactics in the wars in the Balkans. While claiming full cooperation with UNEP's Balkans studies, the Pentagon delayed releasing target locations for 16 months. It gave misleading map information. Then bomb, missile and cluster-bomb targets were excluded. NATO allowed 10 other teams to visit or clean up sites before UNEP inspections started.

Washington refuses to acknowledge DU use anywhere or that it poses any danger. To acknowledge radiation poisoning would immediately raise demands for a cleanup.

According to Alex Kirby, BBC News Online environment correspondent: "The U.S. says it has no plans to remove the debris left over from depleted uranium weapons it is using in Iraq. It says no cleanup is needed, because research shows DU has no long-term effects."

Evidence of DU use

But in the information age, the Pentagon can't suppress all the evidence. The Dutch example shows this. Though the U.S. government specifically denied any firing of DU weapons near the city of Al-Samawah, where Dutch troops were to be stationed, a simple Internet search by journalists undid this lie.

The Dutch government, to get a resolution through the parliament to authorize sending troops to Iraq, depicted the Al-Samawah region as a remote, barely inhabited desert where no noteworthy events had occurred.

In actual fact, Al-Samawah is strategically located on the road from Basra to Baghdad, providing access to a bridge over the Euphrates River. On its march to Baghdad, the U.S. Army encountered fierce resistance from Iraqi forces there, according to American officers. This was well covered by their embedded media.

It was more than a week before the town and the road were cleared of all pockets of resistance. Some 112 civilians, most of them inhabitants of Al-Samawah, were killed in battle.

DU ammunition was widely used during this operation. In a widely distributed field message, Sergeant First Class Cooper reported that the weapons systems used by the 3rd Infantry, 7th Cavalry, en route to Al-Samawah and on to Najaf, were performing well, especially the 25-mm DU and 7.62.

Of greater interest to Internet researchers was a letter a young soldier sent home to his parents, which they posted in their church bulletin on the Internet. In the letter E. Pennell, a crew member on a Bradley Fighting Vehicle of the 1st Infantry Battalion, 41st Infantry Regiment, described how his crew fired a 25-mm DU round as they encountered seven Iraqi troops in the town of Al-Samawah.

Pennell's letter has raised concern among groups like the United Federation of Military Personnel, a kind of labor union for Dutch troops. It fears that its members might be at risk of contracting cancer or other diseases because of exposure to DU ammunition.

Resistance: the only solution

Officers and politicians in imperialist countries have always treated rank-and-file soldiers as cannon fodder. These young lives are totally expendable. The occupied or colonized people are not counted at all.

As a global movement against imperialist wars grew over the past century, military planners made great efforts to hide the true costs of war, especially the human cost. The nearly 60,000 U.S. casualties in the Vietnam War provoked a mighty mass anti-war movement. This time, long before U.S. casualties reached 100 soldiers, the movement to "Bring the Troops Home" had gained momentum.

This new movement must demand a true accounting of the enormous human costs of the war. The impact on the health and future of not only U.S. troops but the millions of people in Iraq must be part of the demand.

A growing international movement must demand full reparations for the Iraqi people. A cleanup of the toxic, radioactive waste is in the interests of all the people of the region. The cost of the war must be calculated in terms of bankrupt social programs here in the U.S. and the health of all the people who were in the region during the war and will be in the years to come.

Sara Flounders is co-director of the International Action Center and coordinator of the DU Education Project. She is an editor and a contributing author of the book "Metal of Dishonor: Depleted 

Uranium," and helped produce a video by the same name. The IAC helped organize

an international effort to bring the issue of DU to the UN Human Rights 

Commission in Geneva and helped measure radiation levels in Iraq before the 2003 war. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Washington Post

Letting Iraq Save Itself 

By David Ignatius

Friday, September 5, 2003; Page A21 

President Bush has wisely bitten the bullet and asked for help in Iraq from the United Nations.

But he still lacks a clear strategy for restoring sovereignty to the Iraqi people so that U.S. troops

can eventually leave. 

                 The most interesting plan I've heard for this political transition comes

                 from Ghassan Salame, a Lebanese political scientist who was senior

                 political adviser to the U.N.'s chief in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, and

                 who narrowly escaped when Vieira de Mello was killed by a truck bomb

                 on Aug. 19. 

                 Salame said in an interview yesterday that France, Russia and other

                 members of the Security Council will probably support a new U.N.

                 resolution calling for a multinational force in Iraq under U.S. command.

                 This U.N.-sponsored force will help stabilize Iraq, but Salame argues

                 there must also be a rapid devolution of political power to the Iraqis. He

                 wants to replace U.S. civil administrator Paul Bremer not with a U.N.

                 substitute but with Iraqi sovereignty. 

                 Security will remain the crucial issue in Iraq, and the addition of U.N.

                 troops to handle routine peacekeeping will allow the U.S. military to

                 concentrate on the harder task of fighting the Iraqi terrorist resistance.

                 But foreign troops won't put this shattered nation back together. That's

                 the importance of Salame's plan, which he stressed is personal rather

                 than a U.N. proposal. 

                 Salame's basic argument is that Iraqis have to take more responsibility

                 for their country, and the only way to achieve this goal is to give them

                 the political power they have been demanding. To that end, Salame

                 proposes that three steps be taken immediately: 

                 • First, a provisional government should be created. The easiest way to

                 do this would be to merge the existing Governing Council and cabinet.

                 The two 25-member interim bodies are duplicative, with the heads of key

                 political factions sitting on the council and their deputies typically

                 serving as ministers. The merged body would be reduced to 20 to 25

                 people, and the United Nations would then recognize it as Iraq's

                 legitimate government. 

                 "The present political situation is not tenable," says Salame. Instead of

                 "creeping" gradually toward eventual Iraqi control, America and its

                 allies should agree to "go straight to the Iraqis." 

                 • Second, Iraq should quickly regain control of its national budget, so

                 that the provisional government is forced to make hard decisions about

                 where to spend limited money. 

Rather than give Iraqis this power of the purse, the United Nations is currently planning to

replace its cumbersome "oil for food" program with a jury-rigged "development fund." Bremer

would sign checks, in consultation with a monitoring group drawn from international

organizations such as the World Bank. 

But if Iraqis controlled the budget, they would have to negotiate the compromises that are the

essence of politics. Instead of blithely calling for 1,500 new schools, as the interim Governing

Council recently did, the new provisional government would have to set priorities. 

• Third, a constitutional conference should begin work now on a document that will provide a

democratic political structure for the new Iraq. Its membership should include the 25 members of

the constitutional committee already named, plus another 100 or so members to be selected by

the provisional government. The goal would be to have a new constitution ready for a

nationwide referendum in January, with elections to follow in March or April. 

Salame, whom I first met more than 20 years ago in Beirut in the last, convulsive stages of the

Lebanese civil war, says he is worried that in its efforts to stabilize Iraq, the United States is

turning back the clock by transferring power to tribal and religious leaders. 

"It's a Lebanization of Iraq, and I regret that," he says. "The country is becoming less secular,

and reverting to its old cleavages." He hopes the new constitution will not mirror Lebanon's

religious spoils system but will create something more modern and stable. 

Bush swallowed his pride this week and admitted that the United States doesn't have the

resources, financial or military, to go it alone in Iraq. He was acceding to pressure from his

uniformed military, and also to reality. Hoping for the best simply wasn't a strategy. 

As Salame notes, long-term U.S. administration of Iraq would require perhaps 10,000 civilians --

an unimaginable financial and military burden. So in that sense, Bush may not have an

alternative to the kind of devolution Salame suggests. 

What makes Salame's proposals compelling is that they are quick and clean, and they place

responsibility where it has always belonged, with the Iraqi people themselves. To those who

wonder if the United States can risk moving so fast, Salame would probably answer: Can it risk

moving more slowly? ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Scores Dead as Floods, Storm Wreak Havoc in China 

  BEIJING - Floods, landslides and the strongest typhoon to hit China in a quarter of a century have killed at least 86 people and many  others are still missing, residents and provincial officials said yesterday. 

  The severe weather had caused losses of more than $700 million, state media reported. 

  In the northwestern province of Shaanxi, 34 people were missing after 12 days of heavy rain triggered the worst flooding in the region in 40  years, state radio said. 

  About 430,000 people, out of 4.9 million affected, were evacuated to higher ground as meteorologists forecast the rain would last for about  another week, it said. 

  In southern China, Typhoon Dujuan killed 38 people in the coastal province of Guangdong before weakening as it moved into the  neighboring Guangxi region. 

  Many of the victims died on a construction site in Shenzhen, next to Hong Kong, where a half-finished building collapsed. 

  The typhoon, the strongest storm to hit the Pearl River delta since 1979, swept through Guangdong on Tuesday and Wednesday, sending  advertising billboards flying through the air, uprooting trees and power poles and flooding streets. 

  Xinhua news agency said crops, highways, telecommunications, water and power supplies all suffered serious damage during the storm. 

  Part of Shenzhen's power grid was damaged during the typhoon, but state television said on Thursday it was back up and running. 

  Shenzhen, Huizhou, Shanwei and Shantou in eastern Guangdong were the hardest hit. The eye of the storm narrowly missed Hong Kong,  where the storm dumped heavy rain but caused little damage in one of Asia's top financial centers. 

  The Xinhua news agency said about 1,000 people had been injured in southern China. 

  The direct economic losses caused by the typhoon are set at more than two billion yuan ($242 million), Xinhua said. 

  In the north of the country, about 20,000 people were keeping vigil round the clock on the banks of the swollen Weihe river in case it  breached flood defenses, an official said. 

  The Weihe, the Yellow River's biggest tributary, has already burst its banks in five places in the northwestern province of Shaanxi. 

  About 25,000 people were laying sandbags along the banks, an official said. 

  "The river's at its highest level ever," a flood control official told Reuters by telephone. "There are 34 missing people and little hope of

  finding them alive." 

  Economic losses in the province were already four billion yuan ($480 million), state radio said. 

  Floods have also killed at least 10 people in the neighboring province of Henan. 

  In Guangxi, a weather official said rain was heavy at times on Thursday, but had not caused any disasters and would help ease a drought  that had been gripping the region. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Kazakhstan's glaciers 'melting fast' 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The political stability of a key central Asian state could be imperilled by climate change, researchers say. 

             I think we have to say that climate is affecting the

             glaciers 

             Dr Stephan Harrison, University of Oxford 

     They say glaciers are melting so fast in parts of Kazakhstan that the livelihoods of millions of

     people will be affected. 

     They found the area's glaciers were losing almost two cubic kilometres of ice annually during

     the later 20th Century. 

     With regional temperatures rising, they believe climate change is responsible. 

     The scientists, led by Dr Stephan Harrison of the University of Oxford, reported their findings at the annual conference in London of the UK's Royal Geographical Society and Institute of British Geographers. 

     They concentrated on the Zailiiskiy Alatau range of the northern Tien Shan mountains, which  stretch through Kazakhstan and its neighbour Kyrgyzstan, and into China (the name means "the celestial mountains"). 

     The mountains, which run for 2,000 km (1,250 miles) along the north-west edge of the Tibetan plateau, form an important climatic barrier between the Siberian and central Asian air masses. 

     Long observation period 

     There are 416 glaciers in the region, covering 510 square km (197 square miles). 

             TIEN SHAN RANGE 

             The Tien Shan range runs across China, Kazakhstan and

             Kyrgyzstan 

     Dr Harrison and his colleagues, from the University of Newcastle, UK, von Humboldt  University, Germany, and the Kazakh Academy of Sciences, say they have been losing nearly two cubic km of ice a year between 1955 and 2000. 

     Between 1974 and 1990, the glaciers lost 1.28% of their volume each year. 

     The Tuyuksu glacier, 30 km (18 miles) south of Kazakhstan's largest city, Almaty, has been monitored by the country's scientists since 1902, with less detailed observations dating back  to the 1870s. 

     Since 1923 it has receded by nearly a kilometre, losing about 51 million cubic metres of ice. 

     The team says these changes have serious implications for river runoff, and therefore for Almaty's water supply. 

     Many of the rivers which supply the irrigation schemes essential to agriculture are fed by glaciers and permafrost in the upper ranges of the Tien Shan, so the livelihoods of millions of  people will be affected. 

     The authors say not only Kazakh agriculture and development will be jeopardised but the political stability of a swathe of central Asia, as many of the rivers and glaciers cross state frontiers. 

     Warming up 

     Kazakhstan uses about 90% of its water for irrigation, with an efficiency of only 40-60%, and it  is adding 9,000 hectares (22,000 acres) to the irrigated area every year. 

     The scientists say the glaciers' "consistent pattern of retreat over the latter part of the 20th Century... is associated with a small but pervasive rise in mean annual temperatures". 

     Dr Harrison said: "The effects of global warming on glaciers are not just of interest to scientists, as glacial retreat has profound political, economic and social repercussions." 

     He told BBC News Online: "I think we can be certain the reason why the Tien Shan glaciers are

     melting is climate change. 

     Uncontaminated evidence 

     "We have the climate records themselves, which go back to early last century. Sceptics often argue that records of this sort are contaminated by the proximity of urban centres. 

     "But these records are from glaciers 3,000 m (9,800 feet) up, nowhere near any towns or cities. 

     "They're confirmed by the evidence from tree rings, which preserve a record of climate conditions as they grow, and by the meteorological records. 

     "Taking all three together, I think we have to say that climate is affecting the glaciers." 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

     Borneo's elephants gain recognition 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The elephants of the Malaysian state of Borneo have achieved scientific fame by being recognised as a new subspecies. 

     WWF, the global environment campaign, says DNA sampling and analysis of the animals' dung has proved the case. 

     The animals are appreciably different from other elephants on the Asian mainland. 

     Scientists believe they must have been on the island for many thousands of years. 

     The DNA sampling was carried out by the Sabah wildlife department and WWF-Malaysia. 

     Samples of dung from across Borneo were collected and sent to Columbia University's department of ecology, evolution and environmental biology in the US for assessment and comparison with other elephants from across Asia and Sumatra. 

     Borneo's so-called "pygmy" elephants are said to be smaller, tamer and better-tempered compared with their cousins on mainland Asia and Sumatra. 

     The DNA evidence shows Borneo's elephants were isolated about 300,000  years ago from their relatives elsewhere in Asia. 

     Trapped by the waves 

     During that time they grew smaller, with relatively larger ears, longer tails and straighter tusks. Their genetic distinctiveness makes them one of the highest priority populations for conservation. 

     "This discovery is fantastic news. It was thought these elephants had been introduced to Borneo by the British East India Company as gifts to the Sultan of  Sulu in the 17th Century," said Stuart Chapman, head of WWF's species programme. 

     "But this proves they were already there - remnants of a larger population that once roamed Borneo and were trapped on the island after sea levels rose and severed the link with Sumatra." 

     Mr Chapman told BBC News Online: "Asian elephants are 10 times more endangered than those in Africa - there are only about 35,000 of them in the wild, spread over 10 countries. 

     Polite pachyderms 

     "There are thought to be from 500 to 2,000 of the Borneo elephants. The crux  of the genetic survey is that it ratchets up the need for direct action to conserve them. 

     "They've adapted to their local environment, and they have unique characteristics, so they're essential for maintaining the diversity of the species

     in Asia. 

     "In Borneo the main threat is habitat loss, particularly for cash crops like oil palm and other crops which can attract the elephants. 

     "They're not helped by their lack of aggression. When someone approaches they don't charge but often back away, almost apologetically, and that  increases their vulnerability." 

     Images courtesy of WWF-Malaysia. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Chinese Researchers Confirm SARS Came from Animals

  WASHINGTON - Genetic testing of animals sold as delicacies in a southern Chinese market confirms suspicions that the deadly SARS  virus jumped from animals to people, Chinese researchers said yesterday. 

  The researchers found clear differences between the animal and human versions of the virus, but said they were minor enough to show that SARS jumped from animals, as influenza and other viruses have done. 

  "It's a landmark discovery," said Kathryn Holmes of the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, a leading expert on the coronavirus family that SARS belong to. 

  "The question that everyone has had is, 'how did this virus appear in the human population?"' Holmes added in a telephone interview.

  "This is the first major clue about where the contact might have come from." 

  Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome emerged in southern China last November. Its symptoms include severe pneumonia. 

  Between November and May SARS infected an estimated 8,500 people in 30 countries, killing more than 800. It spread as far as Toronto,  killing 41 people in Canada. 

  SARS had never been seen before and it took several months to determine that it was caused by a coronavirus, a member of a family of  viruses that causes cold-like symptoms in people and a range of diseases in animals. 

  But the SARS coronavirus is genetically unique and the search was on to find its source. 

  Yi Guan and colleagues at the University of Hong Kong tested eight animals taken from a market in Shenzhen. They also tested 95 workers at the market and patients hospitalized for diseases other than SARS. 

  The lead suspect was a palm civet, a raccoon-like animal valued as a delicacy. They also tested other animals including a raccoon dog and a ferret badger. 

  VIRUS FOUND IN ANIMALS 

  In the animals they found antibodies to a coronavirus similar to SARS and the virus itself. 

  "Since we detected SARS-like coronavirus in several different species of animals from the market, it suggests that markets may be an  important source of human SARS," Guan said in an interview conducted by e-mail. 

  Guan said it is too early to say whether the civet or some other animal was the primary source of the epidemic. 

  "This paper doesn't prove that the animal host is a palm civet. It says they also could be infected with related virus. They could hav  gotten it from eating a mouse or something like that," said Holmes, who helped confirm the findings. 

  Guan's team also found that many of the workers had antibodies to the virus but had never been sick. None of the hospital patients tested for SARS had any evidence of exposure to the virus. 

  Having antibodies to a virus suggests that a person was exposed but the immune system fought it off. 

  Holmes said an important question is whether the antibodies were to human SARS or to the slightly different animal virus. "Was it  mutated or not mutated?" she asked. "Had it received the mutations that allowed it to transmit to humans or not?" 

  Writing in the journal Science, Guan and colleagues said they found an important clue. The human version of the coronavirus was missing  a genetic sequence - a long one - that suggest what changes were needed to make the virus infect humans. 

  One human patient was infected with an intact virus, but most of the others were missing this sequence, they reported. 

  Guan said it was not clear what this genetic sequence might do - whether it affected the ability of the virus to infect, or its virulence. 

  New cases of SARS have not been reported for several months. But health experts fear it could return in the autumn because other known coronaviruses are seasonal, as are numerous cold viruses and the influenza virus. 

  Story by Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent
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UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP sends adviser to Pakistan to assess damage due to oil spill
ISLAMABAD, September 03 (Online): The United Nations environmental agency has sent an emergency response specialist to Pakistan to help authorities there assess damage from the break-up of an oil tanker amid fears that stormy weather could spread spilled oil to ecologically fragile mangrove forests and turtle nesting beaches along the Arabian Sea coast.
http://www.paktribune.com/news/index.php?id=37257 

Three Visions of China's Road Ahead
Six Nobel Prize winners, including Lawrence Klein and James Heckman, and six Chinese economists, Li Yining and Dong Furen among them, have worked out a draft version of a world economic development declaration. 
Key points of the declaration will be made public at a series of high-ranking economic meetings scheduled to take place in Zhuhai, guangdong Province from November 6-7.
…As Dr Klaus Tupfin, Deputy Secretary General of the UN and Director General of its Environmental Programme (UNEP), recently warned, if one car was owned by every two Chinese, the same ratio of people to cars in America, steel and petroleum production across the globe would soon be exhausted. 
The huge increase in consumption of fossil fuels would have an adverse effect on climate changes, causing drought, flooding and heatwaves. The most serious consequence of all would be the impact on China's food supply.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200309/03/eng20030903_123655.shtml 
Clean environment needed
Sustainable economic development depends upon rational uses of natural resources. This new culture should not only be urging for quantitative adjustments alone but making qualitative transformations too.
While adverse environmental issues have already been identified and our ideas and thoughts have been spiraling over the years on tracking solutions, it is time for implementation. As Mr. Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director UNEP has mentioned , "The global framework for changing current production and consumption pattern has been set- the time for action is now".
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/sep/03/03092003lt.htm#A2 

General environment news

Scores Dead as Floods, Storm Wreak Havoc in China
CHINA: September 5, 2003 BEIJING - Floods, landslides and the strongest typhoon to hit China in a quarter of a century have killed at least 86 people and many others are still missing, residents and provincial officials said yesterday.
…About 430,000 people, out of 4.9 million affected, were evacuated to higher ground as meteorologists forecast the rain would last for about another week, it said.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/22122/story.htm 
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Road Integration Plan Puts Amazon on Alert

By Abraham Lama*
Conservationists fear that two binational transportation routes recently announced by Peru and Brazil will accelerate deforestation and trafficking of wild species in the Amazon.
LIMA - The plans to build two highways connecting Peru and Brazil, crossing the Peruvian Amazon, have environmentalists worried because they say the routes would increase the threats to this fragile ecosystem. 

The most ambitious of the eight agreements signed last week in Lima by presidents Alejandro Toledo, of Peru, and Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, of Brazil, is a project for physical and economic integration based on three transport routes, two of which would connect the Brazilian Amazon to Peru's Pacific coast. 

The accords were reached in the context of a strategic alliance between Peru and Mercosur (Southern Common Market, comprising Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay), which includes a free trade agreement as well. 

Although they share a border nearly 3,000 km long, Brazil and Peru historically have had little commercial contact, separated by the expanse of the Amazon jungles. Trade between the two is relatively limited: 683 million dollars in 2002, of which 72 percent was Brazilian exports. 

Brazil is seeking more direct and less costly routes than shipping via Cape Horn, the southern tip of the South American continent, to reach the Asian markets. Peru, meanwhile, has its eye on the enormous market of its neighbor and would like to generate tourism to its southern regions of Cuzco, Puno and Arequipa. 

In Lima, two of the planned roads have triggered elation among officials, divisions in the business community, and criticisms from ecologists. 

The weekend prior to Lula's Peruvian visit, seven private-sector associations sent a letter to President Toledo expressing concern about the problems posed by Peru's week industrial infrastructure and trade liberalization with an export powerhouse like Brazil. 

But at the Peru-Brazil Business Forum, held in Lima during Lula's visit, the spotlight was on the opportunities to create or expand business between the two countries, and to export food products, cement and minerals to Brazilian towns along the shared border. 

From the ecological perspective, the panorama provides fewer reasons to celebrate. 

"Without appropriate standards, these highways will be an environmental catastrophe. In the Amazon the conditions do not exist for neutralizing the negative impacts of vehicle traffic, depredatory businesses and massive unregulated migration," says Roger Rumrrill, an expert on Amazon issues and consultant to the United Nations. 

"The roads will accelerate the unmitigated deforestation that is already occurring in both countries. It will facilitate the expansion of illegal trade in mahogany, seeds, wild animals, orchids, etcetera, which last year reached 500 million dollars, surpassing drug trafficking, which was just over 300 million dollars," he told Tierramérica. 

Peru's former ambassador to Brazil, Eduardo Ponce, responded that the agreements include mechanisms for cooperation in monitoring and protecting the natural resources of the Amazon. 

The third route, in the south, is already operating and does not involve the Peruvian Amazon region. It connects the Peruvian ports of Ilo and Matarani and the Chilean ports of Arica and Iquique to Brasilia, Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, passing through Paraguay and Bolivia. 

There is also an older project for a central trans-oceanic route, which would connect Brazil's Rondonia and Acre with Peru's southern jungle, sierra and coast. All that is needed for completion is the construction of stretches of road in Peruvian territory. 

According to the Ministry of Transport, "The Brazilian highways of the route are completely paved and extend to the border, while Peru needs to pave from Assis, on the Brazilian border, to Inambari, in Cuzco." That project requires an investment of 115 million dollars and will be finished in two years, with loans from the Inter-American Development Bank. 

The third route, known as the "Amazonas", will cross the northern Peruvian sierra and jungle to Bayobar, adjacent to one of the world's largest phosphate fields, not yet exploited, and neighboring Paita, where the government is planning to build an airport and commercial center. 

The Amazonas route will make use of the Marañón and Ucayali rivers as shipping channels from Belem, on the Atlantic coast, passing through Manaos, the Brazilian Amazon's industrial and commercial center. 

That route will extend to the Putumayo River, on the shared border, and will have to branches, one that leads to the Colombian port of Tumaco, and the other to the port of Esmeraldas, on Ecuador's northern coast.



www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT:
Degraded Lands Need to Be Irrigated with Money 

Patricia Grogg 


HAVANA, Sep 3 (IPS) - The lack of funds conspires against strategies for fighting desertification, warn participants in an international conference underway in the Cuban capital, amidst a flood of criticisms of the industrialised world for failing to comply with commitments aimed at curbing land degradation. 

Burkina Faso's environment minister, Djiri Dakar, said in an address before the Sixth Conference of Parties (COP6) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) that international institutions ”must support us, once and for all, in putting into practice” the plans that have been drawn up. 

Disappointment in the lack of commitment of the rich donor nations has been the common denominator of COP6, which began Aug. 25 and this week entered its decisive final phase, with a special meeting of 16 heads of state and government, mostly from Africa, the continent hardest hit by desertification and drought. 

Desertification is a gradual process of ”soil productivity loss and the thinning out of the vegetative cover because of human activities and climatic variations such as prolonged droughts and floods,” according to the UNCCD. 

Experts calculate that two-thirds of Africa is desert or arid land, as is a quarter of Latin American and Caribbean territory. 

But the desertification process also affects wealthy nations: more than 30 percent of the United States is considered degraded land, and 31 percent of Spain's territory suffers the same fate. 

Many delegates at the Havana conference have interpreted the absence of high-level representatives from Europe, Japan and the United States as indifference, and point to the ongoing ”ecological debt” that the North owes the developing South. 

The lifestyles and consumption patterns of the industrialised countries have been the principal cause of environmental deterioration affecting our planet today, said the heads of state in a joint statement Tuesday. 

The rich countries must assume their specific obligations, due to the ”greater responsibility” they have in environmental degradation and their greater financial capacity for tackling today's challenges, they said. 

”The North should be here, because those countries are part of the problem,” Raquel Peña-Montenegro, Latin America-Caribbean director of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), told IPS. 

Some of the industrialised world's investments in the developing South ”can be very harmful,” such as those destined at the mining industry, with their ”disastrous impacts on our region and enormous short-term benefits for the mining companies,” she said. 

But the solutions do not just require resources from the North or the measures those countries implement to protect the environment, Peña-Montenegro said. ”The qualitative leap needed is that those governments make the terms of the Convention a priority on their agendas.” 

IFAD, a specialised agency of the United Nations, designs and finances -- through loans and donations -- projects aimed at helping poor rural communities escape poverty. 

Of the 1.2 billion people worldwide who live in extreme poverty, 900 million live in rural areas, according to IFAD estimates. 

In Tuesday's declaration, the heads of state agreed to accept the Global Environment Facility as the financial mechanism of the Convention to Combat Desertification. They also added the issue of land degradation to the UNCCD's mandate. 

Leonard Good, president of GEF, an agency of the World Bank, announced in a work session of ministers and experts that the facility would have an additional 500 million dollars available over the next three years for projects to curb land degradation. 

The experts responded that level of funding is not enough. ”But it is better than what we had before,” Sergio Zelaya, the Convention's coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean, told reporters. 

In their declaration, the heads of state urge the GEF to draw up guidelines to facilitate access to financial resources for small island nations, where soil degradation and erosion have a greater impact relative to their economies. 

The desertification of islands, such as those in the Caribbean, has an immediate and direct effect on estuaries and on coral reefs, taking a toll on fisheries, an important source of food for local populations, say experts. 

”On these islands, it is all a chain. The impact is transferred to the marine environment and affects the entire region,” Antonio Perera, an expert with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), told IPS. 

The Convention to Combat Desertification was approved in Paris on Jun. 17, 1994, and entered into force in 1996. It is the first and only international law related to the problem. To date, 190 countries have signed or ratified the Convention. 

More than 250 million people directly suffer the effects of desertification, according to U.N. figures. 

”Desertification is not the natural expansion of existing deserts but the degradation of land in arid, semi-arid, and dry sub-humid areas,” states the UNCCD web site. 

Human actions that contribute to desertification include overcultivation, livestock overgrazing, deforestation, and poor irrigation practices. ”Such overexploitation is generally caused by economic and social pressure, ignorance, war, and drought,” says the UNCCD. 

The World Summit on Sustainable Development, held last year in South Africa, cited the treaty as a crucial instrument for fighting poverty in arid rural regions. 

Before they head home Friday, the delegates to the Havana conference must lay out the means for achieving sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals related to food security and poverty eradication, as established by the U.N. General Assembly in 2000.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Iraq: UN Security Council to hold informal talks tomorrow on new resolution

*
Annan says role of civil society in Middle East peace efforts ‘indispensable’

*
UN commander in Lebanon expresses concern over Israeli bombing raid

*
Annan hopes high-level talks between Sudanese parties will pave way for peace

*
UN rushes emergency aid to over 50,000 people fleeing violence in central Liberia

*
Afghanistan could be clear of mines in 10 years – UN-backed report

*
New UN aid official calls obstacles to humanitarian assistance ‘moral outrage’ 

*
Security Council appoints chief prosecutors for UN war crimes tribunals

*
Côte d’Ivoire: unrest, rising ethnic tensions hampering aid deliveries – UN

*
UN pressed by increasing requests for electoral help in countries – Annan

*
Delegates laud UN resolution on role of civil society in conflict prevention

*
Microcredit and microfinance are important poverty reduction tools – Annan

*
Rights expert calls for action on ‘serious’ conditions in camps for displaced Somalis 

*
Bosnian Serb pleads guilty to murder, rape and persecution – UN tribunal

*
UN report forecasts continued fall in foreign investment in 2003

*
Challenged by Annan on AIDS, Asian-Pacific region pledges urgent action

*
UN agency and British government begin scheme to resettle African refugees

* * * *

Iraq

4 September – United Nations Security Council members will hold informal talks tomorrow on the thrust of a new United States resolution on Iraq, the Council President for September, United Kingdom Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry said today.

“The intention, as I understand it, of the US is to share with colleagues, at 15, the thoughts behind that text and to get some reaction to it and that those reactions will then inform the nature of the text which would then later be formally tabled,” Mr. Jones Parry told reporters, referring to the 15-member body, which had just been briefed on the latest report on UN weapons inspections in Iraq.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan yesterday received from United States Ambassador John Negroponte the draft ideas on Iraq, the first time he had seen the elements for a possible resolution, his spokesman said today.

Published reports have said the US resolution would create a multinational force for Iraq led by the United States and authorized by the UN – an effort to win greater participation from countries unwilling to serve without UN authorization.

In an interview with the Financial Times on a possible new UN role stemming from the new resolution, Mr. Annan said: “Whatever mandate is given to us has to be clear, precise, achievable. The mandate we had (in the early resolution on Iraq in May) was rather ambiguous. We got a lot done, but moving forward we need a clear resolution, which we’ve had in similar situations, for example, in the case of Afghanistan, [where] you had a clear division of labour.”  

Mr. Jones Parry told a news briefing yesterday the new resolution should emerge within days and its starting point would be the need to achieve the political, security and economic conditions necessary to transfer sovereignty to the Iraqi people as soon as possible.

In the weapons report, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) said it would be able and ready to resume its search for banned weapons of mass destruction in Iraq at short notice if the Security Council so requested.

* * *

Middle East

4 September – Once again appealing to Israel and the Palestinians to break the cycle of violence and counter-violence, United Nations secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on non-government organizations (NGOs) and grassroots groups to provide their “indispensable” support for reaching peace in the Middle East.

“If the vision of the Road Map is to be achieved, civil society must play its part,” Mr. Annan said in a message to a meeting organized by the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People in New York.

The Road Map is the peace plan drawn up by the UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation calling for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

“Your support is indispensable if that vision is to be achieved,” Mr. Annan said in the message, delivered by Kieran Prendergast, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, to the meeting, the UN International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the Palestinian People.

“And it must be achieved, if the Palestinian people are, at last, to live a normal and secure life, in a land unencumbered by military occupation, strife and unbearable living conditions, while Israelis, at last, live in peace and security within their own borders, free from fear,” he added.

“We must not allow the renewed cycle of deadly violence to divert us from it. The whole international community must strengthen its efforts to help both parties stay the course,” he declared.

He noted the sharp increase in violence in the last month “with repeated incursions into Palestinian cities, targeted assassinations and other retaliatory measures, as well as deadly suicide bombings against Israelis. Palestinian and Israeli civilians continue to be killed in indefensible acts of violence,” he added.

“I have called on the parties to exercise utmost restraint – to break the cycle of violence and counter-violence. I repeat that call today. And I urge both sides to deepen their commitment to security cooperation so as to allow the political process to move forward.”

Mr. Annan said Israeli settlement expansion, bypass roads and the construction of the barrier in the West Bank separating Palestinians from their farms and from other Palestinian communities, remained serious impediments to the Road Map.

“For its part, the Palestinian Authority must act decisively to halt terrorist attacks,” he added. “A solution will not be achieved through terrorism. Civil society, particularly Palestinian civil society, must speak loudly and clearly against terrorism, which is not only unjustifiable, but harmful to the Palestinian cause.”

Stressing that the importance of civil society organizations individually and in partnership with the UN in helping efforts for peace and providing much-needed humanitarian assistance, Mr. Annan said. “Of particular importance are joint grassroots initiatives between Palestinian and Israeli NGOs, as well as between Jewish and Arab groups in the United States, Europe and elsewhere.

“These initiatives enable ordinary Israelis and Palestinians to build bridges of trust and understanding, laying the groundwork for mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and cooperation.”

* * *

Lebanon

4 September – The commander of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), Major General Lalit Mohan Tewari, has expressed deep concern over an Israeli air raid into the force’s area of operation, in which several bombs were dropped on a Hizbollah position.

UNIFIL reported that Israeli jets crossed the line into south Lebanon, generating sonic booms yesterday afternoon. Hizbollah responded with anti-aircraft rounds fired across the line, igniting an agricultural field. Hours later there was additional anti-aircraft fire that did not cross the line.

Shortly afterwards, two Israeli jets flew deep into the UN area of operation and dropped several bombs on a Hizbollah position adjacent to the village of Al Bayyadah, near a UN position, UNIFIL said. These bombs set fire to the position and damaged a number of buildings in the vicinity. There were no casualties reported on either side.

The area was reported quiet today.

* * *
Sudan

4 September – Welcoming peace talks being held in Kenya between top officials of the Sudanese government and the opposition rebel group, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced hope that they would provide the necessary impetus for a comprehensive agreement. 

“The United Nations stands ready to contribute to the efforts of the international community to help implement a peace agreement concluded by the Sudanese parties,” Mr. Annan said in statement released by his spokesman in New York.

 “The Secretary-General reiterates his appreciation for the efforts of the Government of Kenya in leading the IGAD peace initiative,” the statement said in reference to the Inter-governmental Authority on Development under whose auspices the First Vice-President of Sudan, Ali Osman Mohamed Taha, and the Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), John Garang, are meeting. 

The Secretary-General also thanked all the other countries that are closely supporting and assisting the peace process.

* * *

Liberia

4 September – With United Nations relief agencies rushing to provide food, clean water and other basic necessities, more than 50,000 terrified people are on the move in central Liberia, fleeing their homes amid fears of new rebel assaults on towns and villages near Totota.

For hours yesterday, the road between Totota and neighbouring Salala town was packed with a sea of anxious and tired people, dragging their feet under the enormous weight of their belongings, uprooted by fears of fresh violence in the area. Without immediate assistance, the UN fears they could walk all the way to Monrovia, already tense and overcrowded after months of fighting between rebels and government forces. 

As part of an inter-agency emergency effort, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today dispatched trucks with plastic sheeting, food and water for the thousands of newly displaced people. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and other non-governmental agencies are providing high-protein biscuits and other necessities.

“It is not completely clear why the people decided to leave en masse, but it is clear that they are afraid,” said Julien Vrancken, the agency’s Field Security Advisor. “The news of a nearby attack by LURD (Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy) and the arrival of government militia in the camps, harassing and looting, were enough for more than 50,000 people to pack their bags and leave.”

Even on the road, militiamen in stolen cars continued to harass the fleeing population all the way to Salala, UNHCR said. Most of the people ended up for the night in one of the IDP camps there. This camp, Salala 1, was built for 7,000 people but is presently housing 30,000. The new influx could increase that number to over 80,000.

To improve security in the area, the West African peacekeeping troops inside Monrovia have agreed to send patrols all the way to Totota. Additional convoys of emergency aid have been planned for Friday and Saturday. At the same time, a temporary transit centre may be built in Salala or Kakata, further south towards Monrovia, where many people were seen heading.

Back in the capital, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative and Coordinator of UN Operations in Liberia, Jacques Paul Klein, meet with a delegation from the Women in Peace-building Network Liberia (WIPNET). The women expressed their concern over the suffering of the population in areas where incidents of fighting have been reported over the past few days. 

The leader of the delegation presented Mr. Klein with a petition calling on the UN to use every means to ensure that the warring parties adhered to the ceasefire. In their presence, Mr. Klein telephoned ECOMIL Force Commander Brigadier-General Okonkwo to relay the group’s message and to ask ECOMIL to do what it could to ensure a secure environment in as wide an area as possible. 

* * *

Afghanistan

4 September – Afghanistan, the most mine-affected country in the world, could be free from the threat of landmines in 10 years if clearance operations continue at current levels and donor support is sustained, according to a report published today by the Mine Action Programme for Afghanistan, which is overseen by the United Nations Mine Action Service.

Since the programme started in 1989, it has cleared landmines and unexploded ordnance from 754 square kilometres of land, including former battle areas. An estimated 850 square kilometres remain affected. An estimated 17,000 deaths or injuries could be averted over 10 years through an accelerated programme.   
If the recently accelerated pace continues, about 400 square kilometres will be cleared in five years.  A total of $300 million will be needed for the first five years to remove mines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) from “high impact areas,” the report notes.

Another $200 million will be needed for the remaining five years to clear the remaining areas, where mines and UXO have less of an immediate impact on communities.

* * *
Humanitarian

4 September – It is “a moral outrage” that United Nations humanitarian operations are forced out of countries or cut back because of violence, turmoil and lack of security, the new Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Humanitarian Relief Coordinator said today.

Jan Egeland, formerly head of the Norwegian Red Cross and a Norwegian state secretary, told a news briefing in New York that the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) was struggling to maintain a presence in Iraq and would not be deterred.

But security conditions were such that OCHA was scaling down its staff there to a fraction of what it was and many humanitarian agencies were cutting back to one international staff, whereas they each had several dozen before, Mr. Egeland said.

He noted, however, that the Office had a better response system today than when it was first created in the wake of the 1991 Persian Gulf War and could, within 24 hours, send anywhere in the world a team of qualified and experienced experts to do assessments and then organize relief action. 

“Being there”, he said, meant not only life-saving services but also being witnesses to what was occurring, protecting local staff, and being able to plan future development and reconstruction. But in Liberia, OCHA had to leave due to the turmoil and it also had to leave during the Afghan crisis, he added.

Maintaining a presence was closely linked to the right of access, he continued.  In many parts of Africa, the Middle East and other parts of the world, OCHA did not have access.  Governments often did not do what should be done to provide access.  Also, turmoil prevented assistance from reaching the affected.  He hoped that issue would receive more attention from Member States and other partners.

Mr. Egeland also said a major problem was that most humanitarian emergencies were forgotten and lacked funds. Many of the forgotten disasters, most of them in Africa, got a fraction of what better-known crises received. One of his tasks would be, with the help of the media, to shed light on those crises.

People were dying today in many areas because OCHA was not able to do its job and did not have the resources, he added. While he would like to avoid being protected by arms, in some cases, such as in Iraq, humanitarian personnel were totally dependent on armed protection, he added.

* * *

War crimes tribunals

4 September – The United Nations Security Council today appointed a senior Gambian jurist to try cases stemming from the 1994 Rwanda genocide, and reappointed Carla del Ponte to focus on the Balkan wars of the 1990s, after last week’s decision to split the prosecutorial duties for the two UN war crimes tribunals.

The Council unanimously appointed Gambian Supreme Court Judge Hassan Bubacar Jallow as the chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), for a four-year term beginning on 15 September. 

The 15-nation body also unanimously granted Ms. Del Ponte – who had previously headed up both courts – another four-year term, also beginning on 15 September, as chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY). 

Endorsing the recommendations of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the Council decided to split the prosecutorial duties of the courts in a resolution unanimously adopted last week, saying that it was convinced the tribunals could both operate “most efficiently and expeditiously” if each had its own lead attorney. The appointees to both posts filled today were nominated by Mr. Annan.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

4 September – Rising inter-ethnic tensions, political uncertainty and continuing insecurity are hampering the delivery of assistance to needy populations in western Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance (OCHA) warned today. 

The agency’s office in Abidjan says that vulnerable populations are further endangered by shortages of food and basic services, such as health care. Security remains very poor outside the main towns and away from the main roads in the west. The nutritional situation is particularly alarming, with high rates of malnutrition reported in the area. 

Tensions have also been heightened recently in Côte d’Ivoire due to the arrest of Ibrahim Coulibaly in France, accused of plotting the assassination of President Laurent Gbagbo. The Forces Nouvelles have demanded his release. Although Forces Nouvelles ministers remain a part of the National Government of Reconciliation – established under the French-brokered Linas-Marcoussis Agreement last January -- a debate on who should fill the key, unoccupied posts of Defence and Interior ministers continues. 

OCHA also reports that local chiefs in western Côte d’Ivoire are ordering the expulsion of Ivorians not native to the area, and immigrant workers of various West African nationalities, from villages around Toulepleu, Zouan Hounien, Guiglo and Duekoue.  Bands of youths are reported to be terrorizing the harassing immigrants. The UN World Food Programme (WFP) has received unconfirmed reports of clashes on the Guiglo/ Blolequin axis as Burkinabés attempt to reclaim their fields.

Erratic and generally below average rainfall in Côte d’Ivoire is aggravating the current climate of food insecurity.  During the fighting in the west, farmers were unable to tend their fields and were forced to eat their seed stocks to survive, while looters stole agricultural tools and food stocks. This has left many farmers in an impossible situation, without food, seeds or agricultural implements to restart cultivation. In response, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has started distributing seed in the areas of Zouan Hounien and Bin Houyé.  

Funding shortfalls also hinder the efforts of aid agencies in Côte D’Ivoire. Several sectors remain under-funded.  At least four UN Agencies, World Health Organization (WHO), UN Population Find (UNFPA), the FAO, and the Joint UN Programme for HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) report that they have not yet received any funding under the most recent appeal for the country.

* * *

General Assembly

4 September – Increasing demands for United Nations aid with elections throughout the world – a mark of its success – require an equal increase in resources if the quality of service is not to be impaired, Secretary-General Kofi Annan warns in a report ahead of the UN General Assembly to be held later this month.

“The most important challenge facing the Electoral Assistance Division stems from its increased workload. This is a product of success,” Mr. Annan states.

He stresses that the Division requires additional resources, in terms of both staff and finances if it is to meet the demands. “The existing pool of electoral staff will be severely taxed over the next several years. The quality of United Nations electoral assistance depend on the availability of properly trained staff,” he says.

Mr. Annan says the provision of sufficient resources is essential in allowing the Division to fulfil its General Assembly mandate to meet every request and therefore to “maintain the consistency of approach that guarantees the integrity of the electoral assistance.”

This need is best met by tapping into capacities that already exist within the world body, he states. “It would be highly useful, for example, for institutional relationships within the United Nations system to develop to allow for the temporary secondment of United Nations staff, both in the field and at headquarters, for the purpose of participating during peak periods in electoral operations,” Mr. Annan notes.

Major missions that were not anticipated two years ago include those in Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Liberia and possibly Iraq.

* * *

Conflict prevention

4 September – Delegates attending an open meeting on the role of civil society in armed conflict prevention today praised the recent adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of a resolution recognizing the important role of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the global efforts for peace.

Speaking at the meeting held at the UN Headquarters in New York, General Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic said his intention in organizing the meeting was to use the momentum from the success of the Assembly’s resolution to explore interactively the future role of civil society in preventing conflict. He said he also wanted to give Member States an opportunity to concentrate on that important issue once more.

“We are not here to blame each other, but to try to find solutions to help ourselves become more effective in our important task,” Mr. Kavan said, acknowledging that there were different views on the role of civil society in armed conflict prevention. 

Praising the role of civil society, UN Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Danilo Turk said it was clear that the UN could not do everything itself, and partnership was a major requirement for success. The resolution adopted by the Assembly represents a step forward in the long historic march towards the prevention of armed conflict, he added.

Jan Egeland, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs said NGOs are becoming increasingly effective as facilitators and mediators. He also stressed that he knew of no successful peace process where governments, NGOs and intergovernmental organizations were not involved. 

On 3 July, the Assembly adopted a resolution recognizing the important supporting role of civil society in the prevention of armed conflict, and invited it to continue to support efforts to prevent armed conflict and to pursue practices that foster a climate of peace. 

* * *

General Assembly

4 September – Microcredit and other financial services for poor people are important instruments for poverty reduction and for empowerment, especially for women, according to a report prepared by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan for the upcoming General Assembly session. 

“Observance of the International Year of Microcredit provides a significant opportunity to raise awareness of the importance of microcredit and microfinance in the eradication of poverty, share good practices and further enhance programmes that support sustainable pro-poor financial sectors around the world,” Mr. Annan says of the year, to be observed in 2005.

“Expanding outreach can contribute to achieving the goals of the major conferences and summits as well as the Millennium Development Goals, particularly targets related to halving the proportion of the people living in extreme poverty by 2015, and promoting gender equality and empowerment of women,” he adds.

The General Assembly had requested a report on the implementation of the first UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997–2006) and a draft programme of action for the International Year of Microcredit.

Mr. Annan recommended that the Assembly invite the World Bank, the Consultative Group to Assist the Poor, the UN Capital Development Fund and relevant organizations of the UN system to establish a working group to prepare recommendations for stimulating sustainable, pro-poor financial sectors.

On the implementation of the Decade for Poverty Eradication, the Secretary-General said that progress had been patchy and uneven, noting that “while there has been progress in faster growing developing countries on many fronts, the poorer developing countries, where economic and social development is most needed still lag behind.” 

Some fresh developments and results did point toward progress, he added, stating that those efforts were worthy of concerted support at the regional and international levels. “If these efforts can be sustained and leveraged, the political and social environment that emerges will provide a sound and stable basis for economic and social development that will contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals,” he added.

* * *

Somalia

4 September – The conditions in the camps for Somalia’s internal refugees are “the worst you can imagine,” with hundreds of thousands being charged rent to live in abject poverty, and the international community must address the situation, according to an independent human rights expert cited today by the United Nations humanitarian office there.  

A news release from the Office of the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia said that independent expert Ghanim Alnajjar had wrapped up an 11-day mission in the country by calling for action to address the “serious” conditions facing most of the country’s 370,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs), who live in abject poverty in areas controlled by armed faction leaders.

“The camps are in the worst conditions you can imagine,” Alnajjar said. “They have absolutely no basic services, such as water, health facilities or schools…and have to pay to use very basic toilets and…in addition are charged rent.” Following his visits to IDP camps in Hargeisa (“Somaliland”) and Bossaso (“Puntland”) and Kismayo in the South, he urged local authorities, civil society groups and the wider international community to work together to address the situation in the camps.  

Mr. Alnajjar said he was concerned that, for two consecutive years there has been violence in areas of Somalia and a deterioration in security, which “is having an impact on the human rights of thousands of ordinary people” and restricting access to them. He noted that the most pressing concern in “Puntland” was discrimination against minorities who had no government or armed protection and were therefore vulnerable to sporadic rape and looting.

In “Somaliland,” Mr. Alnajjar was particularly appalled by the conditions at the Hargeisa Central Prison, declaring it “the worst prison in the area, with no sanitary facilities and curved tin roofs which retain heat.” He was also seriously concerned by the practice of imprisoning juveniles together with children. He noted however that the general trend in Somaliland had improved since his visit last year.

During their third annual visit to Somalia, Mr. Alnajjar and his team also looked into a variety of other pressing human rights concerns, including the state of the judicial system, law enforcement and prison conditions, the challenge of demobilization and child soldiers, the status of women and human rights education. Insecurity prevented the team form travelling to the capital, Mogadishu, or to the southwestern areas of Bay and Bakol.

* * *

ICTY

4 September – A Bosnian Serb charged by the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) with crimes against humanity, today pleaded guilty to all four counts against him, including murder and rape. 

In response, the Prosecutor’s Office in The Hague recommended that the Tribunal impose a sentence of 15 years against Dragan Nikolic. The sentencing hearing is scheduled to start on 3 November this year.

Mr. Nikolic admitted to committing persecutions on political, racial and religious grounds, as well as murder, rape, and torture, as part of a plea agreement negotiated with prosecutors.

* * *

UNCTAD

4 September – Global foreign direct investment flows this year are not likely to rebound from their 21 per cent fall in 2002, a result of weak growth or slump in economic activity in many parts of the world among other factors, according to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

Launching the 2003 edition of the World Investment Report in Geneva today, UNCTAD Secretary-General Rubens Ricupero said “a rebound is likely in 2004.” 

The report says foreign investment fell to some $651 billion last year and is expected to remain at that depressed level this year. Investment to the developing world declined for the second year in a row, falling from $590 billion in 2001 to $460 billion last year, with the United States and United Kingdom accounting for about 54 per cent of the drop in all countries that had reduced inflows.

Last year’s total volume for foreign direct investment was just half the record volume recorded in 2000 – a figure which fell by more than 40 per cent in 2001.

The decline resulted from a combination of macroeconomic factors including weak economic growth or slump in economic activity linked to the business cycles in many parts of the world. Low corporate profits, financial restructuring and institutional factors and the demise of some large corporations were also factors.

The report however stresses that prospects vary widely by industry – brighter for consumer pharmaceuticals, electronics and semiconductors, but dimmer for automobiles, metals and machinery, and aerospace.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

4 September – Summoned by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to answer the “terrifying challenge” of reversing the growing threat of AIDS, Asian-Pacific countries today committed themselves to urgently address profound social problems, especially poverty, unemployment, social exclusion and deadly infectious diseases.

The 59th Commission Session of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) adopted four resolutions, including one demanding commitment and political will at the highest decision-making levels to fight HIV/AIDS, calling it “a major development challenge of our times, which could unravel the many social and economic gains that the region has achieved.”

In a message urging the Commission to gird itself for the challenge, Mr. Annan told ministers and senior government officials from 47 nations: “Left unchecked AIDS can devastate millions of lives and impose big burdens on the region’s health system.”

UNESCAP’s Executive Secretary, Mr. Kim Hak-Su, said: “Inertia and inaction on HIV/AIDS when we can prevent death is a crime against humanity. We must act now to increase resources for targeted interventions – protect 620 million young people in the region.”

A resolution on Strengthening Social Safety in the Asia and Pacific Region, stressed that public policy on social welfare should move beyond “crisis management” to strengthening the overall social safety systems to help people manage risks.

It calls for strengthened efforts to foster social integration and an enabling environment for social development, by promoting productive employment and eradicating poverty.

Other resolutions called for full equal rights for peoples with disabilities and for promoting sustainable growth and development in the least developed countries (LDCs).

“The population of the LDCs has risen to an estimated 700 million, about 11 per cent of the world’s population,” Anwarul K. Chowdhury, UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, said in a statement read out for him.

“However, their share of the world’s GDP is only about 0.6 per cent. After two decades of efforts to address their social and economic agenda, development remains still elusive for the 49 LDCs, of whom 13 are in the Asia-Pacific region,” he added.

* * *

UNHCR

4 September – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Kingdom Government have embarked on a resettlement programme that will enable some West Africans in need of special protection to reside in Britain.

The first group is likely to include Liberians who fled to Sierra Leone during the 1989-90 civil war, according to UNHCR. A small number of refugees are expected to arrive in October, with the possibility of the number rising to 500 in 2004 if the pilot scheme proves a success.

UNHCR said resettlement has proved successful in providing protection to refugees where there is no alternative way to guarantee their legal or physical protection. It is intended to ease the burden shouldered by those countries bordering humanitarian crisis spots and is a durable solution for people facing a life of misery in refugee camps.

All the major political parties in the UK have welcomed the initiative as a helpful new element in the country’s asylum system and British immigration officers have travelled to Accra, Ghana, to begin interviewing possible candidates.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE  SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Secretary-General’s Spokesman

           Good afternoon.  Our guest at today’s briefing will be Jan Egeland.  He is the new Under-Secretary-General for

     Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator.  And he’ll be here to talk about maintaining international

     presence in times of crisis.

           **Sudan

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning the situation in the Sudan:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the talks being held in Kenya between the First Vice-President of Sudan,

     Ali Osman Mohamed Taha, and the Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), John Garang,

     under the auspices of the Inter-governmental Authority on Development (IGAD).  He strongly hopes that these high

     level talks will provide the necessary impetus for the two sides to conclude their negotiations with a comprehensive

     peace agreement.  The Secretary-General reiterates his appreciation for the efforts of the Government of Kenya in

     leading the EGAD peace initiative, and those of the other countries that are closely supporting and assisting the peace

     process.  The United Nations stands ready to contribute to the efforts of the international community to help implement

     a peace agreement concluded by the Sudanese parties.” 

           **Security Council

           The Security Council this morning voted to give Carla Del Ponte another four-year term as Prosecutor for the

     International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and to grant Hassan Jallow a four-year term as Prosecutor for the

     International Tribunal for Rwanda. 

           Council members then held consultations on the latest report of the UN weapons inspectors for Iraq.  The

     Acting Executive Chairman, Demetrius Perricos of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission

     (UNMOVIC), briefed on the 14th quarterly UNMOVIC report, which was released yesterday.  The Security Council

     presidency has also scheduled consultations on Iraq at 3:30 tomorrow afternoon.  Under-Secretary-General for Political

     Affairs Kieran Prendergast will provide an update on Iraq since the last briefing by the Secretary-General, following the

     19 August bombing of UN headquarters in Baghdad.  And I’m told that the Security Council consultations have just

     adjourned.

           **Iraq Draft

           In response to questions, the Secretary-General wanted me to confirm to you that he received yesterday from

     US Ambassador John Negroponte the draft ideas on Iraq that are also being circulated to Security Council members. 

     And in response to further questions, this was the first time the Secretary-General had seen elements of a possible

     resolution.  Security Council President Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom told a press briefing

     yesterday that discussions had been continuing on the content of a further resolution and that a working text was

     emerging.  He went on to say that he envisaged the discussion would broaden in a matter of days.

           **Palestinian Conference

           In a message to a meeting organized by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

     Palestinian People, the Secretary-General said that the “Road Map”, if fully and fairly implemented, remains the best

     way to reach an independent and viable Palestinian State.  In the message, which was delivered by Under

     Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, the Secretary-General went on to say that the renewed

     cycle of deadly violence must not be allowed to divert us from the Road Map.  The whole international community must

     strengthen its efforts to help both parties stay the course, he added.

           This gathering, entitled the International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the Palestinian People, is

     mandated by General Assembly resolutions of last year.  In the message, the Secretary-General highlighted the

     importance of the role of Palestinian and Israeli NGOs in building bridges of trust and understanding between ordinary

     Israelis and Palestinians, laying the groundwork for mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and cooperation.  A full list

     of participants is available in a press release on the racks, as well as the full text of the message.

           **Lebanon

           Yesterday afternoon, the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) reported that Israeli jets crossed the Blue Line

     into south Lebanon, generating sonic booms.  Hezbollah responded to the air incursions with anti-aircraft rounds fired

     across the line, igniting an agricultural field.  Some hours later there was additional anti-aircraft fire that did not cross

     the Blue Line, shortly after which two Israeli jets flew deep into UNIFIL's area of operation and dropped several bombs

     on a Hezbollah position adjacent to the village of Al Bayyadah, near a UN position.  These bombs set fire to the

     position and damaged a number of buildings in the vicinity.  There were no casualties reported on either side.  The

     UNIFIL Force Commander, Maj. Gen. Lalit Mohan Tewari, expressed his deep concern about the air raid.  Today, the

     area is reported quiet.

           **Landmines in Afghanistan

           Afghanistan, the most mine-affected country in the world, may be free from the threat of landmines in 10

     years, according to a new report published today by the Mine Action Programme for Afghanistan, which is overseen by

     the UN Mine Action Service.  Since the programme started in 1989, it has cleared landmines and unexploded

     ordnance from 754 square kilometres of land, including former battle areas.  An estimated 850 square kilometres

     remain affected.  Advance copies of the report and a press release from the UN Mine Action Service are available

     upstairs.

           **Liberia

           On Liberia, the UN refugee agency has dispatched trucks with plastic sheeting, food and water for more than

     50,000 people on the road near Totota, who were uprooted by fears of fresh violence in central Liberia.  As part of an

     inter-agency effort, the High Commissioner for Refugees reports that it dispatched trucks with plastic sheeting, as well

     as water and high-protein biscuits provided by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and other non-governmental agencies.

           “It is not completely clear why the people decided to leave en masse, but it is clear that they are afraid”, said

     Julien Vrancken, UNHCR's field security adviser.  He went on, “the news of a nearby attack by LURD (Liberians United

     for Reconciliation and Democracy) and the arrival of government militia in the camps, harassing and looting, were

     enough for more than 50,000 people to pack their bags and leave”.  Before the mass exodus, Totota had hosted more

     than 80,000 people, many of whom lived in five camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs).  For hours on

     Wednesday, the road between Totota and neighbouring Salala town was packed with a sea of anxious and tired

     people, dragging their feet under the enormous weight of their belongings.  Please see the UNHCR Web site for more

     details.

           **Liberia Petition

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Liberia, Jacques Paul Klein, received today in his

     office a delegation from the Women in Peace-building Network Liberia (WIPNET).  The women expressed their concern

     over the suffering of the population in areas where incidents of fighting have been reported over the last few days.  The

     leader of the delegation presented him with a petition calling on the United Nations to use every means to ensure that

     the parties engaged in hostilities adhered to the ceasefire.  In their presence, Klein telephoned the ECOMIL Force

     Commander, Brigadier-General Okonkwo, to relay the group’s message and to ask ECOMIL to do what it could to

     ensure a secure environment in as wide an area as possible.  We have copies of the petition and the press release

     with more details.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance (OCHA) warns that the effective delivery of

     assistance in western Côte d’Ivoire is being hampered by a rise in inter-ethnic tensions and continuing insecurity. 

     Vulnerable populations are further endangered by shortages of food and basic services, such as health care.  OCHA

     adds that security remains very poor outside the main towns and away from the main roads in the west.  The

     nutritional situation, it says, is particularly alarming, with high rates of malnutrition reported in the area.  We have a

     press release with more.

           **Somalia

           On Somalia, Ghanim Alnajjar, the independent expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia, yesterday

     wrapped up an 11-day mission to the country by calling for action to address the serious conditions in the camps for

     internally displaced persons in that country.  “The camps are in the worst conditions you can imagine”, he said.  “They

     have absolutely no basic services, such as water, health facilities or schools.”  There are some 370,000 internally

     displaced persons in Somalia, most of whom live in abject poverty in areas controlled by armed faction leaders.  We

     have more details in a press release from the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia.

           **Hague Tribunal

           Today in The Hague, Dragan Nikolic, a Bosnian Serb charged by the International Tribunal for the former

     Yugoslavia with crimes against humanity, pleaded guilty to all four counts against him, those of persecutions on

     political, racial and religious grounds, murder, rape and torture.  His admissions of guilt were part of a plea agreement

     negotiated with prosecutors.  The Prosecutor’s Office, in response, recommended that the Tribunal impose a sentence

     of 15 years against him.  There’s a press release with more.

           **World Investment Report

           Global foreign direct investment flows fell last year by 21 per cent to some $651 billion, and are expected to

     remain at that depressed level this year, the UN Conference on Trade and Development says in the 2003 edition of its

     World Investment Report, which was launched today in Geneva.  Foreign direct investment to the developing world

     declined for the second year in a row, falling from $590 billion in 2001 to $460 billion last year, with the United States

     and United Kingdom accounting for about 54 per cent of the drop in all countries that had reduced inflows.

           **Digital Network for Latin America

           “The Digital Diaspora Network for Latin America and the Caribbean” will be launched at a conference tomorrow

     at UN Headquarters, in Conference Room 2.  The Network will provide expertise and funding to the region’s

     entrepreneurs using information and communication technology to help improve local economies.  There’ll be a press

     conference on this subject tomorrow at 11:15 am in this room.

           **Budget

           In budget news today, Germany completed payment of its nearly $132 million in regular budget dues,

     becoming the 100th Member State to pay its dues in full for this year.

           **Memorial

           And for those of you who know Arthur Adams, who has worked in the documents office here for nearly 30

     years, we regret to inform you that his wife Sybil Adams has passed away.  And those of you interested in attending a

     memorial service that will take place in Queens today, you should speak to Robin De La Rocca at the documents

     counter.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  I understand there’s a working draft on Iraq submitted by the Americans.  How much has the

     Secretary-General contributed to that working draft?  And are there any specific areas in it that the Secretary-General

     would either identify with, or distance himself from?

           Spokesman:  First of all, he’s not going to get in the middle of discussions between Member States that are

     just getting underway.  Second, to my knowledge he had no direct input to this draft at all.  There were some reports of

     discussions he had with Ambassador Negroponte a couple of weeks ago concerning the theoretical structure of a

     multinational force, in which he was merely clarifying past UN practice for the Ambassador.  But, as I indicated in

     comments I made earlier in the briefing, the first time he saw any of these elements was when Ambassador

     Negroponte brought them in yesterday morning.

           Question:  What is behind the fact that the resolution can be seen?  Is it a sign that the United States wants

     the UN more involved or what does it mean?

           Spokesman:  I don’t think you should, and certainly I won’t invite you to, read into how this has been handled. 

     The Secretary-General has indicated that he wants to see a resolution emerge that would be clear in terms of the

     mandate given to the United Nations.  He said that the previous resolution 1483 was ambiguous at best and that the

     only reason Sergio Vieira de Mello was able to make the progress he made in Iraq under that resolution was by the

     force of his personality.  So I think he expects to be engaged and to interact with Member States as they consider a

     second draft resolution, but I wouldn’t go beyond that.

           Question:  Fred, the Secretary-General says the Road Map is the only viable way for peace in the Middle

     East.  Chairman Arafat says the Road Map is dead.  Two diametrically opposed points of views.  Has there been any

     contact between the two?

           Spokesman:  No.  Okay, before we go to Jan, we have to hear from Richard on the General Assembly and

     we’ll be just a minute more. 

           General Assembly President’s Spokesman

           Good afternoon.  This morning, President Kavan co-chaired an interactive panel discussion on the role of civil

     society in conflict prevention.  In his opening address, President Kavan said that his intention in organizing today’s

     open meeting was to give Member States an opportunity to concentrate on this important issue and “to use the

     momentum from the success of the General Assembly’s resolution on the prevention of armed conflict and to explore

     interactively the future role of civil society in conflict prevention, trying to define how best to link the work of civil society

     in preventing armed conflict with the work of governments and the UN”.

           He went on to say, “I am well aware of the fact that there can be different views on the role of civil society in

     armed conflict prevention, but I believe also that we are here not to blame each other but to try to find solutions in order

     to help ourselves become more effective in our important task as delegates of the Member States of the UN, obliged

     by the Charter to prevent conflicts.”

           He then welcomed, among others, the distinguished guests of the Panel, including Jan Egeland,

     Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Danilo Turk, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs and

     Paul van Tongeren, Executive Director of the European Centre for Conflict Prevention.  Any questions?  Thank you.

                                              * *** *
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