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 Weather Eye

LAST year's world grain harvests were the lowest per head of population for more than 30 years.

      A report from the Worldwatch Institute in Washington, in co-operation with the UN Environment

      Programme, paints a bleak picture. It was the third time in four years that global wheat, rice and maize

      production failed to meet demand, forcing governments and food companies to release stocks from storage.

      Drought explains much of last year's shortfall. In the US, record or near record droughts across much of the

      West and Midwest devastated wheat and maize crops.

      Australia was subjected to months of intense heat and drought as El Nino sent a withering heatwave across

      the country.

      To make matters worse, the demand for meat is increasing, so more animals are being fed with scarcer

      grains.

      This year looks just as dismal. Drought has returned to the western regions of North America and agricultural  economists see no sign that US grain production will recover soon. Europe is also wilting under a lack of rain   and punishing heat, with France suffering its worst drought for 25 years. One small crumb of comfort is that  harvests have been very good in Britain.

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Washington Despatch

Exclusive commentary (Kyoto)  by Jon Connolly
                                                                Aug 5, 2003

                       There’s an old saying "climate is what you expect, weather is what you  get." But what can we expect from the climate of the United States, and  the whole world, in the coming decade—or even in the next millennium?

                       This brings me to another of my favorite topics … global warming. It’s recently come to the attention of Congress and it’s almost reassuring to  know that some politicians actually do get it!

Thank heaven we have the Kyoto Protocol! For those of you who are entirely out of touch with the world, the Kyoto Protocol has Europe jumping through hoops and blaming the U.S. for all the conservation                       evils in the world … primarily because we have opted out of the protocol.  However, as I said earlier, some politicians seem to understand that  what’s happening is more the result of media support rather than sound scientific principles applied soundly.

                       But let’s make it more official … The Kyoto Protocol was adopted by  negotiators representing 160 nations meeting in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997. It  calls for the industrialized nations the so-called Annex I (i.e. the U.S.,  Japan) countries to reduce their average national emissions over the  period 2008-2012 to about five percent below 1990 levels while countries like India and China which create more problems with their  inefficient use of fossil fuels get off free. I guess it’s only right, proper and                    just that we pay for our efficient use of fossil fuels. If you buy into that, I’ve  got some lovely fault-line property in California looking for a new owner.

                       This marked the end of a United Nations (we should be so lucky) campaign to persuade the nations of the world to significantly reduce  greenhouse gas emissions using its Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Everything I’ve read about the IPCC campaign  indicates that they did no original research, just recycled the disinformation promulgated by pseudo-scientists warning of gloom and doom.

                       According to Christopher C. Horner, counsel for the Cooler Heads Coalition, “Well, now we've gone and done it. Thanks to President George W. Bush, the United States has driven a stake in the effort to save the planet. (In 2001) EPA Administrator Christine Todd Whitman  made clear that the United States will neither seek to implement, or even  further pursue, the flawed Kyoto Protocol, or global warming.”

                       Horner continued, “Suffice it to point out that this past November (2000)  an indignant French President Jacques Chirac demanded the United States get off its duff and ratify the treaty. Not that France has. Still, he  thundered, it represents the first component of an ‘authentic global governance.’" Would this be the same Jacques Chirac who led the campaign against war with Iraq? It’s become obvious that the U.S. is on the world’s hit list for either killing Kyoto or killing Uday and Qusai … take                       your pick. 

                       Either way, unless we’re actually sought after by a country like Liberia, we just can’t seem to satisfy anyone. Of course, we don’t really have to … and I think we should take pride in that. However, a more judicial look  at what’s going on in the world should require some sort of prioritization                       … a) North Korea, b) Iraq, c) Iran, d) Saudi Arabia and the entire Middle  East … m) Liberia. 

                       But I digress. This is about GLOBAL WARMING. I’m here to tell you categorically, there is no such thing! You may well wonder what my credentials are for making such a blanket statement. Since I was raised to be truthful in (most) things … I have no credentials unless you count  my willingness to look beyond the U.N. and the media and search for some real answers.

                       For example, S. Fred Singer, professor emeritus of environmental sciences at the University of Virginia and the visiting Wesson Fellow at   the Hoover Institution at Stanford University goes boldly where few  scientists are willing to go. “The villain is certainly not Global Warming  from increasing carbon dioxide (CO2), the favorite whipping boy of  enviro-activists. And how do we know that? … The study will be unveiled  at the forthcoming World Summit on Sustainable Development in            Johannesburg, South Africa. It identifies the sources of the polluting cloud: local emissions of noxious substances. CO2 is not a pollutant that affects air quality. … In a new twist, the Center for Atmospheric                       Sciences in New Delhi blames failure of the monsoon on greenhouse gases released by U.S. warplanes over Afghanistan.” Lord, Lord, you’ve  gotta love this specious reasoning. If it’s bad, blame the U.S.

                       But let’s not play the blame game. Let’s look at some of the reasons put  forth by the ‘experts’ citing similar phenomena as the Asian Brown Cloud  (ABC) in South American and Africa who declare that ’burning to clear  land and using such highly polluting fuel as cow dung’ contribute more                       to environmental disasters than CO2 which is scrubbed by plants and  trees.

                       According to CNSNews.com, the recently formed coalition of 70 international environmental organizations called the Climate Justice Program (CJP) announced its intention to follow the lead of lawsuits  against tobacco and fast food companies and begin litigating against companies it considers contributors to climate change. 

                       Climatologist Patrick J. Michaels, author of the book Satanic Gasses: Clearing the Air About Global Warming and an environmental sciences  professor at the University of Virginia, believes that "alarmist" claims of  human-caused global warming are unfounded. In fact he stated in a   recent interview with CNSNews.com, “If we ever get into a court of law,  the holes in the arguments about disastrous climate change will be self-evident. … 

                       Michaels added, “[Corporations] should welcome [the lawsuits]; it will finally place the scientific flaw in the public record, and hopefully, in front  of a court of law. It is a huge mistake for the other side to do this." 

                       Senator James M. Inhofe (R-OK) chairs the Environment and Public Works Committee which recently has gone on the record, raising the  notion in a Washington Times article by Stephen Dinan “questioning not  only the evidence for warming, but also the link between human actions                       and climate change. 

                       "This research begs an obvious question: If the Earth was warmer during the Middle Ages than the age of coal-fired power plants and SUVs, what role do man-made emissions play in influencing climate?" Inhofe asked. "I think any person with a modicum of common sense would say, 'Not much,' " he added.

                       It doesn’t take long to determine the nay-saying enviros have it wrong  again. It’s encouraging to hear politicians talk about using common sense and good judgment … two items normally lacking in Washington.

                       Thought for the day: “Satellite photography in the 1970s gave rise to the long-range weather forecast, a month at a time. This in turn gave rise to the observation that the long-range weather forecast was wrong most of  the time. In turn, this gave rise to the dropping of the long-range weather forecast and to the admission that really accurate forecasting could only  cover the next day or two and not always then.” Miles Kington, “Nature  Made Ridiculously Simple,” 1983

________________________________________________________________________________________

Australian Broadcasting Corporation - Europe-US pollutant pact to start up

A pact aimed at eliminating long-term pollutants like pesticides and solvents that can cause birth defects will go into force across much of Europe and Canada in October, a United Nations (UN) agency said. 

The announcement from the world body's Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) said this followed ratification by France, the 16th country out of 35 original signatories to have the 1998 agreement approved by its legislature. 

The agreement, the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants or POPS, is likely to be joined by the United States despite the reluctance of the current US administration to sign up to multilateral environmental accords, officials said. 

It was signed under former US president Bill Clinton, as were other such accords later renounced by Mr Bush. 

"But the current administration and US companies are making clear they are interested in being involved in future negotiations on what other chemicals might be added to the protocol," one ECE source said. 

Ratification processes in Congress are moving ahead with the support of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and are expected to be completed within the next few months, the source said. 

The protocol, the sixth of its type on long-range pollution across borders reached under the ECE umbrella, currently covers 11 pesticides, two industrial chemicals containing solvents, and three by-products. 

All the pollutants remain for decades or centuries in the environment after use and are absorbed into living organisms through the soil, water or air. 

Scientists say they can affect physical and intellectual development and damage immune systems. 

Infants in the womb and new-born babies are especially at risk from exposure in the placenta or from breast milk. 

Several European countries and Canada, who had been pushing for an agreement for years, decided to go for a regional accord when it became clear a global pact would take much longer. 

Under the protocol, forerunner for the 2001 Stockholm agreement on a world-wide POPS pact which still needs 17 ratifications to go into force, some products are banned outright, while others are gradually phased out. 

The pact also sets strict rules and volume limits for the incineration of municipal, hazardous and medical waste. 

The Stockholm accord, which needs a further 17 ratifications to go into force, will not initially cover the wide range of products targeted by the ECE protocol because some POPS, like insecticides, are still deemed vital in poorer countries. 

The 16 signatories of the Protocol so far are Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Moldova, Slovakia, Sweden and Switzerland. 

The ECE said they will meet in Geneva in December to review the pact and consider the addition of other substances to the list of targeted products.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Survey: Few Expect Farm Deal at WTO Talks 

                        Tue August 5, 2003 04:13 AM ET 

                        SYDNEY (Reuters) - Less than a third of global trade experts and negotiators expect

                        next month's World Trade Organization talks in Cancun, Mexico to reach a deal on

                        the contentious issue of farm trade, a survey found.

                        The poll of more than 100 policymakers by the University of Adelaide, published on

                        Tuesday, said only 29 percent of respondents expected the meeting to agree a

                        framework for negotiations on agricultural subsidies and market access.

                        "It's hard to see how they're going to do it," Andrew Stoler, head of the university's

                        Institute for International Business, Economics and Law, told Reuters.

                        "Coming on the heels of a series of missed negotiating deadlines, a failure for

                        agriculture would have serious negative repercussions on other topics under

                        negotiation in WTO's 'Doha Round'," said Stoler, a former WTO deputy director

                        general.

                        The United States and the European Union are at loggerheads over an agricultural

                        agreement that can be supported by the 144 other WTO members at its September

                        10 to 14 meeting in Cancun.

                        The two sides, with their respective allies, remain far apart on the "three pillars" of

                        the negotiations -- domestic supports, export subsidies and market access.

                        In addition, the EU is pressing for a fourth pillar on "geographical indications" that

                        would bar foreign producers from selling food products using European place

                        names.

                        Sixty-seven percent of those interviewed by the university said they doubted an

                        agreement would be reached in Mexico on such food products.

                        The current trade round, launched more than a year and a half ago in Doha, Qatar,

                        also covers manufactured goods, services and other topics, like foreign direct

                        investment.

                        Some farm goods exporters, like Australia, have threatened to walk away from the

                        round if a deal is not struck on agriculture.

                        On the positive side, the university survey found a clear majority expected an accord

                        over access to cheap medicines for poor and developing countries.

                        The Institute for International Business, Economics and Law has conducted its survey on the trade talks

                        every five weeks in Geneva, Paris, Brussels, London, Washington, Ottawa, Tokyo and Canberra.

                        Stoler said around half of the respondents were directly involved in the WTO negotiations.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Forecast Thunderstorms Add to Canada Wildfire Fear 

  KAMLOOPS - Crews battling fierce forest fires in the parched mountains of British Columbia managed to hold their own against the flames

  yesterday, but they kept a nervous eye on the sky for forecast high winds and lightning strikes. 

  The progress against three fires near Kamloops, about 170 miles northeast of Vancouver, has allowed some evacuated residents to return home, but an estimated 4,000 are still displaced and some have no houses or jobs to go back to. 

  Large fires are also burning in southwestern Alberta, as well as in Montana and Washington state, not far from the Canadian border, as the entire region swelters through a dry summer. 

  British Columbia Premier Gordon Campbell visited the Kamloops area yesterday, having already placed the province under a state of emergency because of what officials say are the worst wildfire conditions in a half century. 

  Campbell said he wanted to thank the firefighters who have been brought in from across Canada, and would meet with evacuees - some of whom fled with little more than what they could carry. 

  "We all have to sit here and imagine what it's like to be told that, in an hour, you have to be out of your place. And you don't know if you are coming back to your place or not," Campbell said. 

  A 42-square-mile fire burning north of Kamloops has destroyed an estimated 75 homes, a major sawmill and other businesses in the area of  Louis Creek and Barriere. Officials have not estimated the cost of the damage because the fire as hampered investigation efforts. 

  Fire crews said light winds in recent days have allowed them to make progress in containing the fires, but the blazes were still considered  out of control and have produced heavy smoke that has blanketed the area in south-central British Columbia. 

  Officials are also worried about weather forecasts that call for thunderstorms late yesterday and for the rest of the week. The storms are  not expected to produce much rain and they could bring high winds and lightening. 

  "The 2003 fire season is far from over for us ... We are expecting new ignitions," said Kevin Matuga, a fire information officer with the B.C.  Forest Service. 

  More than 700 firefighters working on the Kamloops fires were joined yesterday by 113 Canadian soldiers, who were put through a quick  "boot camp" on fire fighting skills on Monday. 

  Campbell urged calm as displaced residents have become increasingly angry over the lack of information on the fate of their communities.  Nervous emergency officials have limited news reporting from the fire area about the damage. 

  "We'll get them back to their homes as quickly as we can... but right now it's not very safe out there," Campbell said. 

  No deaths have been reported because of the fires, but one man was badly burned in Barriere. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Hong Kong Not Ready to Say SARS Gone for Good

Aug 5, 8:51 PM ET

                      By Andrea Orr 

                      SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - Months after the SARS (news - web sites) virus killed

                      hundreds in Hong Kong, health officials said on Tuesday they remain prepared for another

                      outbreak even as they become cautiously optimistic the disease has been contained. 

"SARS affected every aspect of our life and Hong Kong people were unwelcome in many places," Eng-kiong Yeoh, Hong Kong's Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food, told a San Francisco conference of the American Hospital Association. "But life in Hong Kong is back to normal now."

                                          "Although we are confident (the virus has been contained) we have to be mindful that we don't know everything." 

                                          Yeoh credited Hong Kong's public health system for being able to contain SARS, or Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, relatively swiftly after it first appeared in early March through early detection and quarantine of suspected patients. 

                      Health workers there also effectively tapped police resources to track down suspected carriers                      with the same intensity put into criminal investigations, helping to break the chain of transmission. 

                      But Yeoh said other areas of the Hong Kong health and hospital network proved inadequate in preventing the spread of infection. Many SARS deaths occurred among hospital workers as well as patients, many of them elderly, who were in hospital for other reasons when they were infected with SARS. 

                      Those infections served as a wake-up call about the less than sanitary conditions that hospital                      workers had come to accept, he said. 

                      "Hospitals are really not very safe places," Yeoh said. "On day-to-day practice, we tend to                      accept hospital infections as the norm." 

                      Yeoh said his department is now focused on improving sanitary conditions in Hong Kong's                      public hospitals, which account for 94 percent of the city's hospital care. It is also working on                   expanding space available for quarantining patients, since this was the only way to halt                 transmission. 

                      SARS first surfaced in southern China last November and was spread around the world by                      travelers, infecting more than 8,000 people and killing more than 800. In Hong Kong, the                      pneumonia-like illness infected around 1,750 and killed 299 between March and May. 

                      Some medical experts say the virus may only be dormant and could return in the winter, while                      others fear there are milder, mutated versions almost impossible to detect that may still be                      circulating.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

NY TIMES

$85 Million Project Begins for Revival of the Aral Sea

August 5, 2003

 By CHRISTOPHER PALA

KOKARAL, Kazakhstan - After nearly half a century of studying and deploring the drying up of the Aral Sea, one of the world's greatest environmental disasters, an international agency is building a dike to resuscitate part

of the sea.

There is broad agreement that it is impossible to return the sea level to its pre-1960 level, 72 feet higher than it

is now. That was before the rivers that fed it were diverted to irrigate cotton fields and rice paddies.

The World Bank is financing the next best option, an $85 million project to revive the northern part of the sea,

known as the Small Sea, while giving up on the largely dead Big Sea to the south.

Work on the project, an eight-mile dike, started here last month. Officials expect three miles to be completed by Dec. 31, with the rest to be finished next year, Yuri Ponomarev, the site manager for the main contractor, from Moscow, said in an interview here.

At Kokaral, the uninhabited place where the Syr Darya flows into the sea, stand the remains of a dike that volunteers built 10 years ago. Made of sand, with no sluice to prevent the water from going over the top and no stone cover on the sea side to stop erosion, the dike repeatedly breached. The last time, in 1999, two people drowned.

Now, contractors here said, the work is being properly carried out. The slope will be much shallower on the sea side, the sand will be covered in seashells and stones to resist waves, and the structure will stand 10 feet above what experts anticipate to be the future level of the sea.

Syr Darya water will be prevented from flowing into the Big Sea, where it has been losing a battle with

evaporation. Instead, it will flow to the Small Sea, which in four years or so engineers expect to rise 13 feet and recover 230 square miles of exposed former seabed.

Then a sluice will be opened, and the excess water will be allowed to flow south again into the Big Sea. The World Bank project includes rebuilding waterworks along the Syr Darya to increase the flow of the waterway substantially.

As a result of the two components, experts said, the salt content of the Small Aral should drop, to somewhere from 4 parts per thousand to 17 parts. It is now up to 35. Many of the 24 fish species that once supplied a 50,000-ton-a-year fishery are expected to return.

To the Kazakhs near the Small Aral, the benefits will be considerable. In Tastubek, a fishing village of 17 families in clay houses near the Small Sea, the residents are luckier than most people in the region. When the high salinity killed off all of the fish except a flounder  introduced in the 1970's for its resistance to salt, a

Danish aid program, From Kattegat to the Aral Sea, provided them a few years ago with nets to catch the flounder and refrigerators to store it.

But residents had never seen a flat fish with both eyes on the same side. The reaction was revulsion. "I was disgusted when I saw it for the first time," Bayan Seitpembetova said. "I thought it was a monster."

But over a recent lunch of fried flounder, her husband, Duzhbay, who heads the fishing cooperative, proudly said he was the first person in the village to prepare the fish.

The flounder, despite its delicate flavor and nutritional value, fetches 10 cents versus 70 cents for the popular

carp from the lakes in the delta.

"The flounder is only keeping us alive until the other fish come back," Mr. Seitpembetov said, noting that its fishing season is just in the fall.

In Aralsk, population 35,000, once the main northern port for a sea that is now 50 miles away, Dr. Marat Turemuratov, 46, an emergency physician, said the closing of the local cannery and fishery had put many residents in poverty.

"Almost all the women are anemic, and we have a very high childbirth death rate," Dr. Turemuratov said. "Most people can't afford to eat meat or fish. They survive on tea and bread and, sometimes, macaroni."

In addition to reviving the commercial fishery, experts expect the Small Aral revival to increase rainfall and

expand pastures. It should also improve the ground water, much of which has become too salty to drink and, according to health experts, has caused increases in stomach and esophagus cancers.

The greater rainfall will most likely reduce the dust storms that have increased respiratory diseases, Aralsk

doctors say.

At the Big Sea to the south, the salinity is so high that nearly all fish have died off. On the tip of the Kulandy

Peninsula, there were many small dead anchovylike fish, atherina, washed up on the shore, and others swam

unsteadily, dying of salt poisoning.

The sole commercial future for the Big Sea is the artemia brine shrimp, whose eggs, which can be hatched under controlled conditions, provide important food for baby fish raised in farms worldwide and retail for $5 to $15 a pound. The shrimp are extraordinarily resistant to salt and proliferate when predators vanish.

At a simple laboratory on the northwestern shore of the Big Sea, probably the sole settlement on the entire sea, an American biologist, Brad Marden, peered through a microscope at a shrimp and her eggs. "We're still far from commercial production," said Mr. Marden, who works for the INVE Group, a collection of more than 30 companies based in Belgium that is involved in global animal rearing. "There just aren't enough shrimp yet."

He said he hoped that when the salinity of the Big Sea, now at 85 parts per thousand, exceeded 110, a larva that is its last predator would disappear and the shrimp population would explode.

"But I don't know," he said. "This sea has very few nutrients. It's hard to predict what will happen."

When the Big Sea is deprived of water from the Syr Darya for several years while the Small Sea fills up, it will

drop a foot or so if rainfall is weak, said Masood Ahmad, the World Bank official who is managing the project. How  much seabed will be bared remains uncalculated, but Mr. Ahmad said the dike would probably have no effect on the Big Sea, which is continually shrinking, anyway.

The project has drawn experts' praise.

"I think there would be net positive ecological and economic benefits, even taking into account potential damage to the southern sea," said Dr. Philip P. Micklin, a retired professor of geography at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo who specializes in the Aral Sea. "And given the money available and the magnitude of problems, I guess it's the best one could expect."

Another specialist, Dr. Nikolai V. Aladin of the Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences in St.

Petersburg, likes to think of himself as a father of the project. In a telephone interview, he recalled how he had

advocated the first dike, whose positive if ephemeral effects the World Bank cited as proof of the value of the

project.

"It was experimental," Dr. Aladin said. "We wanted to prove that disasters made by the hand of man could be repaired by the hand of man. I am very proud they are building it properly now."

The recovery of the 230 square miles of seabed will probably do little to end the dust storms in the south, Dr.

Micklin said. The storms remove an estimated 40,000 tons a year of clay dust and salt from the 20,000 square miles of seabed that have been bared since 1960, mostly on the eastern shore of the Big Sea, he said.

The main water supply for the Big Sea was the Amu Darya, Central Asia's other great river, which once supplied the Aral with more than twice the inflow of the Syr Darya. But today no water from the Amu Darya reaches the sea.

In an interview from Tashkent, the head of the Uzbek office of Doctors Without Borders, Robert Mehrengs, said the people of the Amu Darya Delta, the Karakalpaks, had taken a similar approach to the World Bank project and were building, with international help, low dikes to create three small lakes fed by the river and a canal.

"The first lake is finished and the wildlife has returned," Mr. Mehrengs said.

According to Dr. Robert Jellison, a specialist in salt lakes at the Sierra Nevada Aquatic Research Laboratory,

increasing irrigation is drying up salt lakes around the world.

"Here in California," Dr. Jellison said in a telephone interview, "it's happening to the Salton Sea and to the

Walker and Owens Lakes.

"The North Aral dike project is the biggest of its kind, and it makes me hope that we'll save at least parts of

these fascinating ecosystems."

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/08/05/science/earth/05ARAL.html?ex=1061086639&ei=1&en=8837ec2546df8d9a

________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

06 August 2003
UNEP in the news

Tanzania's dugongs under serious risk of extinction, report warns 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Tanzania's population of dugongs is on the verge of collapse as a result of accidental entanglement in gill nets, a new report issued recently by the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) reveals. The report, forming the basis of the first national survey on the status of the dugong in the country, reveals that dugongs in Tanzania are now officially a rarity. The July 2003 report says that since January 2000, only 32 sightings of this once abundant sea mammal were recorded. Of these, only eight were of live animals at sea. The rest, 75 percent, were dead having been entrapped and entangled in gillnets. "It is clear that dugongs are now critically endangered in Tanzania, and without immediate concerted conservation efforts, they will almost certainly become nationally extinct in the near future," the report warns. The report is part of WWF's and UN Environment Programme (UNEP)'s joint implementation of the Nairobi Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of eastern Africa. It is the first national report in a series looking at the dugong status from Kenya all the way to the Comoros Islands. Dugongs, also called sea cows, are herbivorous mammals that live in shallow sheltered waters.  They are believed to be the most endangered large mammal in Africa, with growing concern that they are faced with extinction in eastern Africa. In Kenya where herds of up to 80 animals were reported in 1996, surveys in 2002 counted five to eight dugongs in areas believed to have been the most important dugong habitats. Tanzania's dugong population is estimated to be less than 100 individuals, a level so low that scientists doubt they can

recover.

 http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng006739&dte=04/08/2003
General Environmental news

Mauritius declares war on vehicle pollution 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - New regulations on polluting vehicles will come into force in Mauritius on 1 September in an effort to control smoke emissions on the country's roads, an official source told PANA on Tuesday. "We can no longer tolerate black smoke on our roads. Drivers should see what their vehicles are leaving in their trail. Polluting vehicles will be put under lock," environment minister Rajesh Bhagwan told journalists. For his part, transport minister Anil Baichoo said that the government was committed to adopting a comprehensive approach in the implementation of measure to control smoke emissions from vehicles. "As a first stage, we have introduced unleaded petrol, then we adopted measures to make diesel cleaner, with a lower sulfur content. Now we are introducing standards against smoke emissions," he explained. Authorities have also decided that new vehicles shall not be registered if their emission rate exceeds 40 percent.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng006891&dte=05/08/2003
Countries Embrace Conservation Beyond Borders

The Namibian (Windhoek): GOVERNMENT on Friday entered into an agreement with Angola to pave the way for a cross-border conservation area. Minister of Environment and Tourism Philemon Malima and the Angolan Minister for Urbanism and Environment, Virgillio de Fontes Perreira, kickstarted the development of a transfrontier park comprising the Iona National Park in southern Angola (15 150 square kilometres) and Namibia's Skeleton Coast Park (16 390 square kilometres). Malima said the park will improve the conservation status of the northern Namib Desert as well as create tourism opportunities for the people of the area. Perreira said better conservation was among his government's plans to rebuild the country after the war as it could lead to creating employment opportunities through tourism, thereby helping reduce poverty. Namibia will play a large role in the rehabilitation of the Iona Park and has already helped Angola with aerial assessments of the status of the area, which is still riddled with landmines, making land investigations difficult. Namibia also signed a park pact with South Africa on Friday – officially establishing the Ai-Ais/Richtersveld Transfrontier Park.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308050470.html
Holiday Makers Recruited to Clean Yaounde

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): Urban Affairs Minister says this will also curb idleness and reduce crime. The Ministry of Urban Affairs has recruited 150 students on holiday in Yaounde to reinforce hygiene and sanitation activities in the city. The exercise was launched Monday, 4 2003 by Urban Affairs minister, Professor Lekene Ndonfack, at the ministry's conference hall. Minister Lekene said the exercise takes into consideration Cameroonian students of all fields of learning, be it commercial, technical or general education. According to the minister, holiday jobs do not only keep the city clean, but also occupy the students, thereby reducing crime rate. To him, it will help lighten the burden of parents when schools reopen, maintain the esthetical outlook of the city and instill the spirit of responsible behaviour among the students. The minister also promised to set aside a day for lectures on HIV/AIDS with field experts. The jobs include gathering and disposal of garbage from the city's main streets, clearing dirt-clogged gutters and bushes by roadsides. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308050761.html
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 06 August 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

One in Ten Tree Species at Risk of Extinction 
Environment News , CAMBRIDGE, United Kingdom, August 4, 2003 - More than 8,000 tree species, 10 percent of the world's total, are threatened with extinction, and the situation has grown worse over the past five years, according to a new report sponsored by the UK Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). 
…The report provides new information about flagship species such as Araucaria araucana, Chile's national tree, called the monkey puzzle tree; Swietenia macrophylla, Brazilian Mahogany; Cinnamomum cebuense, Cebu Cinnamon; Baillonella toxisperma, known as Moabi and used for decorative timber, animal feed and cosmetics; and Caesalpinia echinata, called Pau Brazil, the national tree of Brazil. 
…The Global Trees Campaign, developed by Fauna & Flora International in partnership with the UN Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), is an effort to save the world's most threatened tree species and their habitats through information, conservation and wise use.
http://ens-news.com/ens/aug2003/2003-08-04-01.asp 

General environment news

SINGER Pakistan Ltd. becomes first Pakistani Refrigerator Manufacturer to convert to Green Technology 

Pakistan News Service, Pakistan - 24 Jul 2003 - Singer Pakistan Ltd. recently launched their production of CFC Free Refrigerators in Pakistan through a major marketing campaign launched in the three main cities of Pakistan, Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad. Singer thus became the first enterprise to convert to Non ODS technology in the Refrigeration sector in Pakistan. The conversion was achieved through the World Bank Montreal Protocol ODS Phase out project. Funds of US$ 205,893 were approved to phase out the use of 17.80 Metric Tons of CFC’s in the project. The project was implemented with the assistance of the Ozone Cell Ministry of Environment and the World Bank. 

Singer has launched an aggressive campaign regarding its green products which is having an impact on the average consumer. Singer’s retail & service network operates throughout Pakistan with approximately 100 shops. Singer, best known for over 150 years as an innovative global manufacturer and marketer of sewing products, also offers a wide range of consumer products for the home in different categories – Refrigerators, TV, Geysers, Washing Machines etc.
The progress of implementation of the Montreal Protocol projects in the refrigeration sector in Pakistan being implemented by the  World Bank and UNIDO have recently been accelerated due to the implementation of the National Ozone Depleting Substances Phase Out policy implemented by the Ozone  Cell Ministry of Environment. Under this policy the imports of CFC in to the country have been reduced by 10% with effect from July 2002 and further reduced by 15% with effect from July 2003.Another 25% reduction will be made with effect from July 2004 helping Pakistan to achieve   the mandatory requirement of 50% reduction six months ahead of the Jan 1, 2005 deadline set by the Montreal Protocol for Annex-I ,Group-I substances.
 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –5 August   2003

www.ips.org

-BRAZIL:
Paradox of Abundance, Need for Reform 

Mario Osava 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Aug 5 (IPS) - Brazilian agriculture today finds itself in an apparently contradictory position: production is among the most competitive in the world but the agrarian reform movement continues to gather strength amidst violent land disputes. 

Tensions have heightened in recent weeks with the Landless Workers' Movement (MST - Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra) and other peasant groups invading haciendas they consider unproductive. In pushing their demands for land to farm, they are expanding their encampments in fields and along rural roads throughout the country. 

These land occupations, in addition to reports that armed militias are being formed and that big landowners are hiring private security firms to protect their property are feeding fears that violent confrontations will erupt once again. 

In the first half of this year, 20 peasants were killed in land disputes. Last year, there were 43 such murders, according to the Roman Catholic Church's Pastoral Land Commission (CPT). 

But on another front, the Ministry of Agriculture this year is celebrating a harvest of 120.2 million tonnes of grains, 24.2 percent more than yields in 2002. 

Brazil's production of grains -- cereals, legumes and oil seeds -- has doubled since 1990, even though the total cultivated area in the country grew just 14.8 percent. 

This explosion in output allowed the agricultural sector to increase exports dramatically and achieve a trade surplus of more than 20 billion dollars a year -- helping to improve the South American giant's foreign accounts in general. 

If this pace continues, within 10 years Brazil could replace the United States as the world's leading food producer, according to calculations by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

Given this context, in a country as competitive as Brazil there is no justification for agrarian reform, says Antonio Ernesto de Salvo, president of the Agriculture and Livestock Confederation of Brazil, which represents large farmers and ranchers and big agri-business. 

Furthermore, the Brazilian countryside is divided into four million properties, more than double the U.S. total, and rural poverty is concentrated in small landholdings, De Salvo told IPS. ”We already have an excess of small farms.” 

All that is needed, he says, is to create mechanisms to ensure ”access to land for those who have the vocation of farmer.” 

”There cannot be land problems in a country with a territory of 8.5 million square kilometres,” even if a large portion is set aside for environmental preservation. 

De Salvo accuses the MST of being a ”Marxist organisation” that takes advantage of the poor, mobilising the rural and urban unemployed with the objective of ”taking over power”, just like -- he says -- the guerrilla groups in Colombia, the Zapatistas in southern Mexico and Shining Path in Peru. 

MST, a group that dates back to 1984, does in fact use revolutionary rhetoric ”against the latifundium (large landed estate)”. The movement's long marches down rural roads, land invasions and symbols -- red flags, machetes and farm tools -- apparently make large landowners nervous. 

However, MST does not have armed groups and it has garnered broad popular support -- even in the cities -- by defending the proliferation of small landholdings as a means to develop family-based farming, not communal farms. 

The movement's ”occupations”, as its leaders refer to the invasions of haciendas, are generally limited to lands that are unproductive and therefore not serving ”a social function” of production, as defined by the Brazilian constitution. 

The landless activists demand that the Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva government establish settlements for a million families during his four-year term, with priority going to the 120,000 families that are today camped on occupied lands or along rural roads ”awaiting land to farm.” 

Sworn in as president Jan. 1, Lula is a founder of the leftist Workers' Party (PT), which includes a faction that maintains strong links to the MST. 

The peasant settlements goal is viable, ”all that is needed is the political will” to set them up, Joao Pedro Stédile, one of the MST national coordinators, told IPS, reacting to economists' opinions that the government does not have the resources to carry out the ambitious plan. 

The annual resources needed for the MST proposal are the equivalent of just 10 days of interest on the public debt being paid to the banks, says Stédile, an economist himself. 

Agrarian reform is needed in Brazil to fight inequality, poverty and hunger, historically generated by the concentration of land in the hands of a few, according to the MST mission. 

Stédile says that just one percent of rural landowners own 46 percent of Brazil's cultivable land. 

And this concentration has been intensified in recent years, while the number of peasants needing land has been growing every day, now reaching 4.8 million families in this country of 172 million people, adds the MST leader. 

”The time has past for the classic agrarian reforms of early capitalism,” because merely distributing land will not solve the problem, acknowledges Stédile. 

He supports an approach that he defines as ”the people's reform”, which in addition to distributing land promotes small agri-business in the settlements, technical assistance and education adapted to the rural reality. 

”Without these four factors, it will be a failure,” just as it has been until now, he says. 

Antonio Buainin, professor at the University of Campinas (near Sao Paulo) and author of several studies about family farming, argues that big commercial agriculture and agrarian reform are not mutually exclusive propositions. 

The Brazilian development model has favoured large-scale agri-business, which became ”very dynamic and competitive,” but concentrated land ownership and wealth among the few, reduced the need for labour and pushed the rural population towards the cities, said Buainin in an IPS interview. 

All of this ”generates economic inefficiency,” he says, because it excludes many people from the market and has negative social consequences, such as fuelling urban violence. 

Agrarian reform can foment development that is ”more distributive and equitable, without affecting big agri-business, but rather coexisting with it and supporting it,” by diversifying production, creating employment and expanding the market, all of which favours economic growth, Buainin says. 

Agrarian reform, in his opinion, is an economic necessity, not a social programme for reducing poverty, as some people argue, underestimating the productive role of small farmers in today's world of technologically advanced and competitive farming.

ENVIRONMENT:
Global Monitoring Must Lead to Action, Groups Say 

Katrin Dauenhauer 


WASHINGTON, Aug  (IPS) - Observation of the environment must lead to action and individual countries must retain some control over global monitoring systems, environmental groups and developing nations told an international meeting here this week. 

Representatives of 35 countries and 22 multilateral organisations were invited by the administration of President George W. Bush to discuss an observation system that is supposed to document environmental changes worldwide. 

Most were positive about the initiative but they cautioned officials not to re-make existing systems or set aside important developments in other areas. 

”Observations are vitally important but on their own they are not enough. Instead, they have to be combined with scientific research. So, it is important that a partnership between the scientific research community and the observation community is made,” Dr. Will Steffen, executive director of the Stockholm-based International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP) told IPS on the sidelines of the gathering. 

”The major deficiencies are not related to collecting more data but they concern the processing of already existing data,'' added David Carson, director of the Geneva-based World Climate Research Programme (WCRP). 

''This data must be made 'fit for purpose', meaning that you must know why you make the kind of observations you make, for what purpose you observe,” he added in an interview. 

That commitment to action was echoed by some governments. 

”We should not forget to develop strategies to tackle climate change. We already have enough data to know that climate change is happening. We should not use the reason of having gaps in the earth observation system to refuse to do something against global warming,” said Howard Dalton, head of the UK delegation. 

According to the State Department, sponsor of the Earth Observation Summit, better coordination of information collected by ground and satellite-based systems that monitor environmental changes in land, rivers, forests, atmosphere and climate would have humanitarian, scientific and economic benefits. 

”Our vision of intergovernmental cooperation will launch a new era of earth observations. This is a unique possibility to share problems, issues and solutions, but an increased commitment of governmental leaders will be required,” said John Marburger, science advisor to Bush. 

Speakers from developing nations stressed the need for them to retain control of monitoring activities. 

In the past, some countries were wary of what they considered 'spy satellites' launched by nations like the United States. 

At the Summit, Brazil stressed its commitment to the observation system. But such a system should be an exercise among equals with full participation of the developing countries, said its representative. 

”An earth observation system should be the benchmark of a fair and open (system) that takes into account significant social needs. Already existing local observation systems have to be taken into account as well, and the system has to be fully consistent with international conventions,” said the country's representative. 

Belize, Argentina and Mexico, along with a number of other countries, stressed that sustainable development must be a secondary outcome of the system. 

India, Egypt, Morocco and Russia focused on the need to build on already existing systems and that the initiatives must be in the national interest and the responsibility of national governments. 

According to State Department figures, weather and climate sensitive industries -- ranging from insurance, real estate and finance to wholesale trade, retail and manufacturing -- directly and indirectly account for about one-third of the U.S.' gross domestic product (GDP), or three trillion dollars. 

”An integrated earth observation system would vastly increase our store of knowledge and leverage billions of dollars of worldwide investment,” said Secretary of State Colin Powell in a speech. 

Participants closed the summit by approving a declaration in which the countries and organisations committed to set up a working group to prepare a 10-year implementation plan. 

Further ministerial conferences on earth observations are scheduled for early 2004 in Tokyo and for the end of the same year in Brussels. 

In what Borge Brende, chairman of the Commission on Sustainable Development, later called a ”bold step”, Canada announced that its Climate Data Archive is now available online. The archive dates back to 1840 and includes more than 200 million observations. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE

40 UAE students being trained in hospitality

Members of the Arab Union for Youth and Environment held a personal development workshop at Wild Wadi Water Park recently for 40 UAE students. The young nationals are currently undergoing training in the annual Career Development Summer Programme (CDSP). 

The Personal Development Workshop is part of the four-week Annual Career Development Summer Programme organised by the Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM) Emiratisation Taskforce for the Tourism and Hospitality Industry. 

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/august/theuae_august74.xml
Bahrain
Death of Turtles in Bahrain

Turtle Kill in Bahrain

Since the beginning of the Shrimp Season, the problem of death among turtles started in Bahrain. Yesterday, they found a turtle number 15, its age around 100 years old. The reason of this situation was due to the Shrimp over fishing in the Regional Water.

. 

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/section.asp?Sn=BNEW
Lebanon

Pollution in Lebanon

Chemical pollution in air affects directly the nature and quality of air. Moreover, it has a bad effect on public health especially  children and elderly people. Scientist are concerned about two distressing phenomenon that connected to the pollution resulted from the small and heavy vehicles.

http://pdf.alhayat.com/pages/08-2003/04P10.pdf
Environmental Project in Alayya 

Yesterday Alayya began its project of using electrical cars through its main ring road towards the Old Shops (Souq). By this action, they will be able to get rid of the pollution problem in this area.   

[image: image1.jpg]



http://www.almustaqbal.com.lb/stories.aspx?CategoryID=28&IssueID=195
Syria

A Workshop on Environmental Education

In the light of the increase in population in Damascus and the limitation in water resources, they started some projects in this regard. More information were part of Eng. Khlouf’s paper that was presented in the workshop, in which he mentioned the importance of improving the capabilities of the Geography and Science teachers at schools towards the environmental education.   

http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20030804171855
Workshop on Ecotourism in Syria

Under the patronage of H.E. Eng. Adnan Khozam, the Environmental Minister of Syria, and in coordination with the Royal Society of Environment in Jordan, and the German Hays Zaidal Foundation, a workshop on Ecotourism was began yesterday in Aleppo.

http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20030804171859
Oman

“Panthera pardus nimr” in Oman Mountains

The Arab Panther which is one of endangered species according to the red list and the first annex of the CITES convention. Recently, it was reported that there is a proof that this panther is still living in Oman Mountains ( Samhan Mountain Reserves).

Regarding the same subject ( Arab Panther), it has been announced by H.R.H. Prince Saud Al-Faisal a prize for anyone reporting the place of any these panthers without causing any harm to them. 

 http://pdf.alhayat.com/pages/08-2003/04P10.pdf
http://www.okaz.com.sa/okaz/Data/2003/8/5/Art_13242.XML
Jordan

Heat having devastating effect on agriculture 

The current heat wave is being blamed for unfavourable farming, a reduction in the amount of agricultural produce and water shortages — particularly in the Jordan Valley region. 

The head of agricultural extension services at the Agriculture Ministry, Khalil Juron, explained that a great deal of humidity around crop roots in the soil has been lost due to the heat, causing trees' leaves and fruits as well as vegetables to whither. 

The heat wave, which has hit 40ºC in some areas, has sped up the ripening of a large number of summer vegetables and fruits, such as grapes and figs. And high temperatures have hit farmers and breeders of poultry, cattle and sheep hard because of the limited availability of water and the absence of shade for cattle and sheep to graze, according to Juron. 

Farmers are also finding difficulty in packaging, storing and transporting their products, he pointed out. 

Juron advised farmers to cover crops and then water them, to halt all pesticide spraying operations until the heat wave passes and to keep hen barracks well ventilated. 

Meanwhile, the Meteorology Department on Monday forecast the continuation of high temperatures into Tuesday, especially in hilly regions, with areas in and around Amman expected to reach 33†C.

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews8.htm

Iraq

US accused of intimidation in Iraq uranium flap

Former US Ambassador Joseph Wilson, a key figure in the Iraq-Niger uranium controversy, accused the Bush administration on Monday of using intimidation tactics to stifle criticism about its handling of prewar intelligence on Iraq. 

Wilson was sent by the CIA to Niger in 2002 to investigate a report that Iraq was trying to obtain uranium from the African country, but returned to say it was highly doubtful such a transaction had occurred.

President George W. Bush made the Iraq-uranium claim in his January State of the Union speech. Critics have said the Iraq-Niger assertion, which later was found to be based partly on forged documents, showed the administration had tried to hype intelligence to make a case for going to war.

Wilson, on a panel of speakers at the National Press Club, said there had been several attempts to discredit him, but mainly through an article by Chicago columnist Robert Novak that said two senior administration officials said Wilson’s wife suggested sending him to Niger to investigate the uranium report. Novak’s column named Wilson’s wife and said she was a CIA operative on weapons of mass destruction.

Wilson would only speak about his wife’s employment in hypothetical terms without confirming her place of work. But he said if Novak’s column was true, then the Bush administration had breached national security by revealing the name.

“Any time that a senior administration official leaks the name of a CIA operative, even one in the weapons of mass destruction business, what that senior administration official is doing is a breach of national security,” Wilson said.

http://www.khaleejtimes.co.ae/
__________
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*
Liberia: UN gears up to help avert humanitarian crisis in Monrovia 

*
With peacekeepers’ arrival, all Liberians must cease hostilities at once – Annan

*
Annan condemns bomb explosion in Indonesia

*
Some 5.5 million Iraqi students to get textbooks thanks to UN fund transfer

*
Kosovo: UN mission offers reward for information on murdered police officer

*
Secretary-General lauds regional effort to bring stability to Solomon Islands

*
DR of Congo: UN welcomes first commercial barges along Congo River since 1998

*
After gay rights event, Annan calls for tolerance, laments bias ‘on any grounds’

*
In Ecuador, UNICEF chief applauds new law to secure children’s welfare

*
New food crisis in Sudan from floods strains UN agency’s resources

* * * * 

Liberia

5 August – With the first contingent of Nigerian peacekeepers now on the ground in Liberia, United Nations and other relief agencies are taking advantage of a lull in the violence to rush food and medical supplies to hundreds of thousands of desperate and hungry people crowding the streets of war-ravaged Monrovia.

With the support of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), the airlift of Nigerian troops and equipment – the vanguard elements of the Multinational Force authorized last Friday by the Security Council – continued today. Following the arrival of 184 troops yesterday, UNAMSIL said that by mid-afternoon today, 152 more Nigerian soldiers, two Armoured Personnel Carriers (APCs), one land rover and one day’s supply of rations had been moved from Sierra Leone to Liberia. 

More troops are expected in the coming days as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) leads the efforts on the ground to enforce a cease-fire and clear the way for the distribution of food and medicine to hundreds of thousands of people uprooted by fighting between forces loyal to President Charles Taylor and rebel factions, the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and the Movement for Democracy and Elections in Liberia (MODEL). 

UN agencies have welcomed the arrival of the peacekeepers in the hope that the deployment will enable the return of aid workers and help stave off the deepening humanitarian crises in Monrovia, where hundreds of thousands of people, including a patchwork of refugees from Sierra Leone and internally displaced persons (IDPs), are living in the streets without adequate food, shelter or sanitation. 

The UN’s refugee agency (UNHCR) said today that it is gearing up to resume operations and aid distribution, and will return some international staff to Liberia. It is also ready to begin repatriation of Sierra Leonean refugees from Monrovia to Freetown. UNHCR had been forced to call off its emergency evacuation programme – which had returned some 1,250 Sierra Leonean refugees home on the ship MV Overbeck since early July – almost two weeks ago, when fighting intensified around Monrovia’s chief ports.

Today, UNHCR said the Overbeck, is currently docked in Freetown, where it is being loaded with trucks, light vehicles, fuel, blankets and other relief items. The agency’s emergency staff will sail to Monrovia with this aid convoy as soon as the UN security team gives its clearance. The ship will then return to Freetown with 300 Sierra Leonean refugees who had registered for emergency evacuation before the operation was interrupted by the fighting.
Another ship chartered by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) is scheduled to leave Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, with supplies and staff from WFP, the UN Children’s Fund, Oxfam and UNHCR tonight. It will be docked off the port in Monrovia pending security clearance. The WFP ship is also carrying three metric tons of high-energy biscuits – enough to feed some 25,000 people – as well as communications and logistics equipment.

In another sign of hope for the people of Liberia, the UN will launch a Revised Humanitarian Appeal for the country tomorrow morning in New York. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Liberia, Jacques Klein, will deliver opening remarks at the launch. The original 2003 Consolidated Appeal for Liberia, launched in November 2002 has received less than 22 per cent of the more than $42 million requested.

* * *

Liberia: Secretary-General

5 August – Pleased with the speedy deployment of a vanguard West African peacekeeping force in Liberia less than three days after its authorization by the United Nations Security Council, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on all parties in the country to cease hostilities at once and work for a comprehensive peace accord.

The Secretary-General “is pleased with the swift action taken by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Government of Nigeria, with the support of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone, in deploying the vanguard elements of this force within less than seventy-two hours after the Council’s action,” said a statement issued Monday evening by a UN spokesman in New York.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his call on the Government of Liberia, as well as the rebel forces, to cease hostilities immediately and to cooperate with the deployment of the West African peacekeepers and the delivery of humanitarian assistance,” the statement added.

“He also, once again, urges all the Liberian parties engaged in the ongoing negotiations in Accra [Ghana] to expedite the conclusion of a comprehensive peace agreement, which should facilitate a smooth transition to a new government.”
* * * 

Indonesia

5 August – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan was “horrified” at today’s bomb explosion at a hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia, condemning the apparent terrorist act and expressing his sympathy for the victims.

The Secretary-General “condemns in the strongest possible terms this apparent act of terrorism,” said a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan in New York. The explosion at the Marriott Hotel in the Indonesian capital killed at least 10 people and injured many more.

Mr. Annan lamented the attacks and extended his “heartfelt condolences” to the Indonesian Government and the families of the victims of this “despicable act,” the statement added.

* * * 

Iraq

5 August – Some 5.5 million Iraqi students and 25,000 teacher trainees will receive textbooks for the next academic year under a funding agreement approved by a United Nations Security Council committee.
The project, worth $72.3 million in all, aims to print more than 66 million copies of newly edited textbooks for nationwide distribution for the 2003-2004 academic year. Most existing textbooks were looted or burned after the war. Adding to the challenge is a decision to edit out propagandist statements from the texts without changing the educational content. Some 509 titles are up for replacement.

The Security Council committee that monitored Iraq’s purchase of humanitarian supplies and food under the sanctions imposed against the ousted regime approved the transfer of funds at the request of the UN Office of the Iraq Programme, which oversaw the purchases under the oil-for-food plan that is being phased out by 21 November.

Also approved this week were a $104 million project for fertilizer for Iraq’s winter wheat and barley crops, and $6.8 million for fungicides to contain smut – a disease that affects wheat and barley seeds.

Meanwhile, the acting governor of the Central Bank of Iraq, Faleh Dawod Salman, has sent a letter to the Security Council urging Member States to transfer all frozen Iraqi assets to the Development Fund for Iraq account that has been established at the US Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

On the humanitarian front, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is sending a C-130 Hercules cargo plane from Turkey to Basra in southern Iraq today with three prefabricated warehouses and 90 tents as it continues to build up relief supplies to assist returning Iraqi refugees and displaced persons going back home.

Basra and nearby Umm Qasr received 244 refugees returning from Saudi Arabia’s Rafha camp last week, the first UN repatriation convoy since the fall of Saddam Hussein.

A second convoy with a similar number of refugees is expected in Basra early next week, UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski told a briefing in Geneva. In all, more than 3,600 refugees are expected to leave Rafha this year.

In northern Iraq, UNHCR has begun a shelter programme to help displaced people who had returned to their original villages rebuild houses destroyed during the previous Government’s campaign against Iraqi Kurds.

* * *
Kosovo

5 August – The United Nations mission in Kosovo today offered a reward of 50,000 Euros for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the perpetrators of the murder of a UN police officer over the weekend, and Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged all sides to cooperate in the investigation into this “appalling act.”

Those guilty of the “brutal murder” must be brought to justice, Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by a spokesman in New York. The ambush shooting was the first fatality suffered by the UN police force since it was sent in four years ago to maintain order in the province, riven by fighting between Serbs and Albanians

“The Secretary-General is shocked and outraged at the killing of a UN police officer in an attack on a police vehicle in the northern part of Kosovo,” the statement added.  “He strongly condemns this appalling act and appeals to all concerned to cooperate with the UN Mission in Kosovo in carrying out the investigation into the circumstances of this brutal murder. The guilty must be brought to justice,” the statement added. 

The slain officer, Satish Menon, was Indian and Mr. Annan sent his condolences both to the family and the Government of India, “whose police officers have given great service to the people of Kosovo.”

Announcing the reward in the Kosovo capital of Pristina, Police Commissioner Stefan Feller gave further details about the ambush. Shortly before midnight on Sunday, Major Menon and another officer from the UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) slowed their patrol car due to rocks on the road between Leposavic and Mitrovica and came under gunfire from concealed attackers.

Multiple shots were fired directly into the passenger compartment and Major Menon was struck and killed instantly, Commissioner Feller said.

“Let me be perfectly clear – This was a cold blooded and deliberate killing of an officer who had no chance to defend himself,” he said. “Major Menon did not die due to his interrupting a crime. He died because he was a police officer - a symbol of hope. He was a target to people opposed to freedom.  He died serving the people of Kosovo.”

Commissioner Feller vowed that the police “will not be deterred from doing their job by such cowards and criminals. We will spare no effort to find those responsible for this murder and then we will bring them to justice,” he added.

* * *

Solomon Islands

5 August – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today commended countries in the Pacific Islands region for their collective support to restore law and order in the Solomon Islands and voiced hope that a prompt return to normalcy will facilitate a peace-building process.

A statement released today in New York by Mr. Annan’s spokesman said the Secretary-General “has taken note of the leadership exerted by Australia and New Zealand, in close partnership with other countries in the region, in response to the request for assistance from the Government of the Solomon Islands.”

Mr. Annan recognizes the particular importance of the unanimous support for this concerted regional initiative undertaken within the framework of the Pacific Islands Forum’s Biketawa Declaration, the statement added.

“The Secretary-General hopes that the prompt restoration of normalcy in the Solomon Islands will quickly lead to the regaining of national harmony and facilitate a peace-building process. He wishes to emphasize that the United Nations system is fully prepared to contribute actively to such a process,” his spokesman stated.

* * *

DR of Congo

5 August – A commercial cargo barge has arrived in Kisangani in northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 1,300 kilometres from the capital, Kinshasa, marking the effective re-opening of the Congo River after four years of suspended civil river traffic due to war, according to the United Nations mission in the country.

The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) welcomed the first commercial convoy on the Congo River since 1998. To the cheers of jubilant crowds along the river banks, the convoy, with 4,500 tons of goods, arrived at Kisangani on Sunday, after a 19-day voyage from the capital.

MONUC Chief William Swing, who travelled to Kisangani to join with thousands of local citizens in welcoming the convoy’s arrival, hailed the event as “an important moment in the physical and geographical reunification process of this vast and beautiful country.” He added that rehabilitation of the waterways would be a major challenge for the new Congolese Government, “for free movement of people and goods is an essential part of the rule of law.”

MONUC said that the arrival of the convoy is expected to have an immediate impact on local price levels and is an important commercial incentive for business people to boost production.

The Mission has been making intensive efforts over the past years to reopen the Congo River to restore freedom of movement. Under the escort of the Mission, a dozen humanitarian convoys had sailed through the river prior to the first commercial barges.

* * *

Rights of gays and lesbians

5 August – While deploring any kind of prejudice and discrimination and speaking out for people’s right to make their own choices, Secretary-General Kofi Annan feels the United Nations should not involve itself in the dispute over the issues of same sex marriage, a spokesman for Mr. Annan said today.

“He believes that the United Nations cannot condone any persecution of, or discrimination against, people on any grounds, and recalls Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which says that ‘Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind’,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement following the Secretary-General’s participation in an event at UN Headquarters in New York focused on protecting the rights of lesbians and gays around the world.
“On the issue of same sex marriage, his personal view, as stated in last week’s press conference, is ‘that individuals should be allowed to make their own choices and that we should be careful not to draw conclusions, or adopt prejudicial attitudes, towards people for their choices and preferences’,” the statement added.

“However, he recognizes that there is a wide range of opinion on the issue among Member States, with very strong feelings on both sides of the argument, and he does not believe this is something the United Nations should get involved in,” the spokesman said.

He noted that Mr. Annan was glad to be able to attend part of last night’s event organized by the UN Gay, Lesbian or Bisexual Employees Organization (GLOBE).

On the specific issue of the rights of gay and lesbian UN staff members, the Secretary-General “intends to act on the Organization’s long established principle that matters of personal status should be determined by reference to the law of the staff member’s nationality,” the statement said.

In impromptu remarks at the event, Mr. Annan declared: “We should be much more tolerant and compassionate. And I think what is important is that we should stress those positive aspects in our society, the things that bring us together, and move away from discrimination and persecution.”

“And we also heard your message about rights, and we have rules here that we are looking at that affect some of these things. So, welcome to the UN,” he added.

* * *

Ecuador

5 August – On the first day of an official visit to Ecuador, the chief of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today praised the country’s new law aimed at improving the lives of boys and girls, and urged authorities to make the necessary budget allocations to enable its full implementation.

“By investing in services for children, Ecuador’s government is making an investment in its future – one that will pay huge dividends. UNICEF applauds this commitment, and we hope it grows,” Executive Director Carol Bellamy said.

Ms. Bellamy’s visit to Ecuador includes meetings with President Lucio Gutierrez, other senior officials and representatives of Congress to discuss a number of issues related to children and the implementation of the Ecuadorian Code for Children and Adolescents.

The Code approved by the Ecuadorian Congress entered into effect at the start of this year. It encompasses social protection such as childhood disabilities, sexual abuse and physical mistreatment at home and educational institutions. It also covers children of incarcerated parents and those removed from their home environment.

 “The Ecuadorian budget must guarantee sufficient resources to allow fulfilment of social goals for children,” Ms. Bellamy said, calling for “tough budget decisions” that would enable the full implementation of the Code.

Since the onset of a regional economic crisis in 1998, conditions for children and adolescents have gradually deteriorated, according to UNICEF. Ecuador has a population of 4.8 million children less than 18 years of age, which is about 40 per cent of the total population. 

* * * 

Sudan

5 August – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) expressed deep concern today over an estimated 300,000 people cut off by floods in the northern part of Sudan, where it is already feeding 3.2 million people affected by war and drought, and warned that it might have to slash rations because of a severe shortfall in funding.

Humanitarian organizations have not yet arrived to aid the latest victims in the Kassala region of northern Sudan, but an inter-agency mission that went there reports that food is a priority, WFP spokesperson Christiane Berthiaume told a briefing in Geneva. No aid has been able to get through because the roads are impassable.

This latest crisis puts WFP’s resources for Sudan further in the red, Ms. Berthiaume said. WFP is already supplying food to 3.2 million people affected by war and drought in both the north and south, but it has received only $40 million in response to its April appeal for $130 million.

The agency might have to envisage cutting food rations for thousands of persons because of the lack of resources, she added.

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Guest at Noon

           I have to start by saying that we had expected a guest at the noon briefing; Samuel Nyambi, the UN

     Humanitarian Coordinator for Ethiopia, but we’re told that he’s stuck on the FDR Drive and has no hope of getting here

     before this briefing is over.  So, we’ll see if we can reschedule that.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman on Indonesia

           Next, we have a statement attributable to the Spokesman on events in Indonesia:

           “The Secretary-General is horrified at the bomb explosion today at the Marriott Hotel in Jakarta, reportedly

     killing at least 10 people and injuring many more.  He condemns in the strongest possible terms this apparent act of

     terrorism.

           “The Secretary-General extends his heartfelt condolences to the Government of Indonesia and the families of

     the victims of this despicable act”.

           **Liberia

           With the support of the UN mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), the airlift of Nigerian troops and equipment to

     Monrovia –- the vanguard elements of the Multinational Force authorized by the Security Council for Liberia –-

     continued for a second day.

           As of mid-afternoon, UNAMSIL reported that 152 Nigerian soldiers, two Armoured Personnel Carriers (APCs),

     one landrover and one day’s supply of rations had been moved from Sierra Leone to Liberia.

           It is currently raining in Freetown, but, if weather permits, another 112 soldiers, two more APCs, two

     landrovers, and one fuel tanker are scheduled to be airlifted this afternoon.

           Yesterday, 184 troops from UNAMSIL’s fifteenth Nigerian Battalion, which is now being renamed NIBATT-1,

     and their equipment were deployed at Roberts International Airport on board Mi-8 and Mi-26 helicopters.

           In an official statement last night welcoming the adoption by the Security Council of a resolution authorizing

     the establishment of the Multinational Force in Liberia, the Secretary-General said he was pleased with the swift action

     taken by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Government of Nigeria, with UN

     support, in deploying the vanguard elements of the force within 72 hours after the Council’s action.

           The Secretary-General reiterated his call on the Government of Liberia, as well as on the rebel forces, to

     cease hostilities immediately and to cooperate with the deployment of the West African peacekeepers and the delivery

     of humanitarian aid.  He also, once again, urged all the Liberian parties engaged in the ongoing negotiations in Accra,

     Ghana to expedite the conclusion of a comprehensive peace agreement, which should facilitate a smooth transition to

     a new government.

           **Liberian - Humanitarian

           The humanitarian situation in Monrovia is continuing to deteriorate, with food and clean water becoming ever

     more scarce.

           The World Food Programme (WFP) announced that a specially-chartered supply ship will sail from Abidjan

     today destined for Liberia.

           The “Seabulk Martin I” will be stationed off the coast of Liberia for the next two months.  The ship will provide a

     secure base close to Monrovia for a team of five essential WFP staff, enabling them to coordinate the agency's

     expanded relief operations in the city.

           Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of people have not had adequate access to food for the past two weeks. 

     With the arrival of the peacekeepers, more people have been able to venture out in search of food.  However, prices

     have soared and even staple foods are increasingly unaffordable.

           The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) welcomed the arrival of the first

     international peacekeepers in Liberia, in the hope that the deployment will stabilize the security situation on the ground

     and enable aid agencies to resume helping hundreds of thousands of people uprooted by the conflict.

           In Côte d'Ivoire, UNHCR reports that refugees from Liberia continue to arrive daily in the south-western part of

     Côte d'Ivoire.

           In New York tomorrow at 10 a.m., the United Nations will launch the Revised Humanitarian Appeal for Liberia. 

     The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Liberia, Jacques Klein, will deliver opening remarks at the

     launch.  And the original 2003 Consolidated Appeal for Liberia, launched in November 2002, has received less than 22

     per cent of the more than $42 million requested.

           Klein and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Carolyn McAskie would be the guests at tomorrow’s noon

     briefing to discuss the appeal for Liberia.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman on Rights of Gays and Lesbians

           “The Secretary-General was glad to be able to attend part of an event held yesterday in the Dag Hammarskjold

     Auditorium, focusing on protecting the rights of lesbians and gays around the world.  He believes that the United

     Nations cannot condone any persecution of, or discrimination against, people on any grounds, and recalls Article 2 of

     the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which says that ‘Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set

     forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind’.

           “On the specific issue of the rights of gay and lesbian staff members, the Secretary-General intends to act on

     the Organization's long-established principle that matters of personal status should be determined by reference to the

     law of the staff member's nationality.

           “On the issue of same-sex marriage, his personal view, as stated in last week’s press conference, is ‘that

     individuals should be allowed to make their own choices and that we should be careful not to draw conclusions, or

     adopt prejudicial attitudes, towards people for their choices or preferences’.  However, he recognizes that there is a

     wide range of opinion on the issue among Member States, with very strong feelings on both sides of the argument, and

     he does not believe this is something the United Nations should get involved in.”

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo welcomed the first commercial convoy on the Congo

     River since 1998.  The convoy, with 4,500 tonnes of goods, departed Kinshasa at the beginning of July and arrived in

     Kisangani on 3 August.

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General in the DRC, William Swing, who travelled to Kisangani to

     join with thousands of local citizens in welcoming the arrival of the convoy, hailed this event as “an important moment

     in the physical and geographical reunification process of this vast and beautiful country”.

           The UN Mission in the DRC said that the arrival of the convoy is expected to have an immediate impact on

     local price levels and is an important commercial incentive for business people to boost production.

           The UN Mission has been making intensive efforts over the past years to reopen the Congo River to restore

     freedom of movement.  Under the escort of the UN Mission, a dozen humanitarian convoys had sailed through the river

     prior to the first commercial barges.

           We have a Press Release with more details.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman on Solomon Islands

           The following statement attributable to the Spokesman is on the subject of the Solomon Islands:

           “The Secretary-General commends the countries of the Pacific Islands Forum for the collective action to

     support the Government and people of the Solomon Islands in their quest for the restoration of law and order and

     stability.  He has taken note of the leadership exerted by Australia and New Zealand, in close partnership with other

     countries in the region, in response to the request for assistance from the Government of the Solomon Islands.  The

     Secretary-General recognizes the particular importance of the unanimous support for this concerted regional initiative

     undertaken within the framework of the Forum’s Biketawa Declaration.

           “The Secretary-General hopes that the prompt restoration of normalcy in the Solomon Islands will quickly lead

     to the regaining of national harmony and facilitate a peace-building process.  He wishes to emphasize that the United

     Nations system is fully prepared to contribute actively to such a process”.

           **Kosovo

           Late yesterday, we issued a statement expressing the Secretary-General’s shock and outrage at the killing of

     UN police officer Satish Menon in an attack late Sunday night on a police vehicle in the northern part of Kosovo.

           The Secretary-General strongly condemned this appalling act and appeals to all concerned to cooperate with

     the UN Mission in Kosovo in carrying out the investigation into the circumstances of this brutal murder.  The guilty

     must be brought to justice, he said.

           The Secretary-General expressed his condolences to the family of the slain officer and to the Government of

     India, whose police officers have given great service to the people of Kosovo.

           We still have copies of that statement upstairs.

           **Iraq ‘Oil-for-Food’

           The Security Council’s 661 Sanctions Committee dealing with Iraq this week agreed to a request from the

     Office of the Iraq Programme to fund the production of textbooks for 5.5 million Iraqi students and to pay for 25,000

     teacher trainees for the 2003-2004 academic year.  The project, worth $72.3 million in all, aims to print more than 66

     million copies of newly edited textbooks for nationwide distribution.

           Also approved this week were a $104 million project for fertilizer for Iraq’s winter wheat and barley crops, and

     $6.8 million for fungicides to contain “smut” -– which isn’t what some of you think it is.  “Smut” is a disease that affects

     wheat and barley seeds.

           We have more information in the weekly “oil-for-food” update, which is available upstairs.

           Also, we have out on the racks a copy of a letter, transmitted by United States Ambassador John Negroponte,

     from the Acting Governor of the Central Bank of Iraq, Faleh Dawod Salman, who urges Member States to transfer all

     frozen Iraqi assets to the Development Fund for Iraq account that has been established at the US Federal Reserve

     Bank of New York.

           **Security Council

           There are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today.

           The Security Council is holding, though, its monthly luncheon with the Secretary-General.

           **UNICEF

           From UNICEF, we have a press release saying that Executive Director, Carol Bellamy, today in Quito,

     Ecuador, applauded the commitment of Ecuador’s Government to improving children’s lives through increased social

     spending, but said that more investment is necessary to reach all children with basic services.  She also called on the

     Government to do more for working children, including the establishment of a system to monitor child labour in the

     country.

           **DPI Launches Spanish News Centre Web Site

           Finally, the Department of Public Information (DPI) has asked me to inform you that, as part of its ongoing

     efforts to ensure multilingual development of United Nations Web site, DPI has just launched the Spanish language

     version of the UN News Centre, and that’s on a special portal on the Internet.

           The Spanish News Centre uses many of the same database-driven features that are available in English,

     French, Arabic and Russian.  And work is currently under way on the News Centre site in Chinese.  The Spanish URL

     is www.un.org/spanish/news.

           Yes, Mohammad?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Fred, where will the Iraqi textbooks be published?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know.  Let’s look at the report to see if they give that detail.  I don’t know.  Edie?  [He

     later said the books would likely be published in Iraq.]

           Question:   Fred, two questions.  First, do we have any date yet for Carla Del Ponte’s appearance before the

     Security Council?

           Spokesman:  Still nothing.  We’ll keep in touch with the President of the Council and once something is firmly

     scheduled we’ll let you know.  He did indicate that he expected it would be later this week.  [He later announced her

     appearance had been rescheduled for 10:30 a.m. Friday.]

           Question:   And my second question is, Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia today strongly criticized the tribunal

     that’s been set up to try members of the Khmer Rouge, saying it should have been an international tribunal in The

     Hague, not a Cambodian dominated tribunal.  Does the Secretary-General have any comment on his reaction?

           Spokesman:  No, he wouldn’t comment on those views.  As you know, the latest negotiations that we

     undertook with the Cambodian Government were on the invitation, on the instructions really, of the General Assembly,

     so we worked within the framework that the Assembly gave us to come up with the current formula.  The Legal

     Counsel, Hans Corell, indicated this wasn’t an optimal arrangement, but one that he felt could help bring the Khmer

     Rouge leaders to justice and the international community was going to work closely with the Cambodians to try to see

     that that was done.  Bill?

           Question:   Does the Secretary-General have any plans to go to Iraq?

           Spokesman:  Not that I am aware of.  Do you know of anything?  (Laughter)  No, there is no plan to go to Iraq

     that I am aware of anytime soon, or even anytime late.

           Question:   Also, flash appeal tomorrow, McAskie’s, will be following your briefing?

           Spokesman:  They will be guests at the briefing.  So, right after I finish they will kick in.

           Question:   But is the appeal, where is the appeal itself going to be launched?  Here?

           Spokesman:  That wasn’t clear to me because of the wording of this thing, so let me double-check because

     they say that it’s “to discus the appeal...” as if the appeal is being launched somewhere else.  Let me just

     double-check and we’ll squawk for you.  [He reaffirmed it would be launched at UN Headquarters at 10 a.m.]

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Weather" ��The Times (London) -  Weather Eye�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��The Washington Dispatch - Exclusive commentary by Jon Connolly (Kyoto)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollutants" ��Australian Broadcasting Corporation - Europe-US pollutant pact to start up�
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