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Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire

December 4, 2004

HEADLINE: UNEP SUES FOR INTEGRATED APPROACH TO WATER, SANITATION

BODY:


Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - The UN environmental agency, UNEP, says addressing water supply and sanitation targets must fully integrate environmental aspects because the discharge of human and affluent wastes into water bodies causes environmental damage and human disease.

"It is our firm belief that water and sanitation provision must be approached in an integrated manner as it is central to realising the goals of protecting aquatic ecosystems, reversing and halting degradation of water resources, alleviating poverty and improving health," UNEP executive director Dr. Klaus Toepfer said here Saturday.

In a statement read on his behalf at the African Ministers Day following the Global WASH Forum, Toepfer urged that "this holistic approach" to water and sanitation, including water management processes, waste-water collection and treatment, re- use and reallocation to the environment, should "form a part of our strategic approaches". 

Salif Diop, senior programme officer and chief of the Water Assessment Unit's Assessment and Early Warning Division, read the statement on behalf of Toepfer.

Toepfer emphasised that "ensuring environmental sustainability" was the key thrust of the overall targets of the seventh objective of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

The seventh MDG mandates integrating the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reserving loss of environmental resources.

It also targets reducing by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and sanitation, as well as achieving significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers.

Underscoring that the water and sanitation crisis "is vital for both human and environmental considerations," Toepfer noted that millions of deaths per year "resulting from the lack of adequate supplies of clean water and sanitation is an unacceptable situation and an indictment".

"All of us -- UN agencies, national governments, municipal authorities and other players -- need to very critically examine our efforts and identify why they have failed, in general terms, up to date," he requested.

He reiterated the commitment of UNEP to the work of the African Ministers Council on Water (AMCOW) in water and sanitation, saying the location of UNEP and UN-HABITAT in Africa was an asset to African countries as they strive to achieve internationally agreed development goals.

He informed the ministers that it was time to move the goal of access to basic sanitation from the margins to the centre stage of government policies, regional co-operation programmes, such as that of AMCOW, and internal policies.

"It is also time to recognise that many human activities put a burden on water quality and quantity and on human health and the environment," he added.

Concerning the role of national governments, he said they bear the prime responsibility to take the lead and ensure that everybody in the country realises that there are problems to be solved in the sector.
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Japan Economic Newswire

December 3, 2004 Friday

HEADLINE: Iraqi environment ministry officials to visit Japan for training

DATELINE: TOKYO, Dec. 3

BODY:
About 60 Iraqi government officials working in environmental and public works sectors will visit Japan this month to get training in water quality control, Japan's Foreign Ministry said Friday.

They are expected to be involved in a project after undergoing training to restore the environments of wetlands in southern Mesopotamia in Iraq which were devastated under the government of former President Saddam Hussein. 

The training from Dec. 6 to 17 will be provided by the United Nations Environment Program, using money from the International Reconstruction Fund for Iraq, to which Japan contributes, the ministry said.

The Iraqi officials will study how to control the quantity and quality of water in wetlands and lakes at UNEP's International Environmental Technology Center in Shiga Prefecture. They will also receive training on sewer systems and processes to distil used water in Osaka.
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Ozone Depletion Today

December 2, 2004

HEADLINE: Montreal Protocol Meeting Attendees Postpone Decision on MB.


BODY:
Agence France-Presse (AFP) recently reported that United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer has revealed that last week's meeting of the Montreal Protocol signatories adjourned without finalizing the exemptions for 2006 methyl bromide use.

According to AFP, UNEP representatives said the participating countries will likely postpone a decision on exemptions for use of the pesticide until an auxiliary Montreal Protocol meeting convenes in June of next year.

AFP said the attendees did decide to increase the 2005 global methyl bromide exemptions by approximately 3,000 tons.

(AFP: 11/26)
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The Scotsman

Mines cleared to save elephants 
Ancient African passage to be scoured for land-mines as herds face mass culling 

ROB CRILLY IN NAIROBI 

AN ANCIENT elephant migratory route is being cleared of land-mines in an effort to save thousands of the animals crowded into Botswana. 

Minefields in Angola have made the centuries-old route between Botswana and Zambia impassable. 

Confined to one area, the elephants’ growing population is putting pressure on their environment, and leading conservationists fear up to half the country’s herd of 120,000 may have to be destroyed. 

Now a project has been launched to clear mines from a six-mile wide, 90-mile long strip of land along the border of Angola and Zambia to allow the elephants to roam free. 

Angola, which suffered almost three decades of civil war, is one of the world’s most heavily mined countries, a situation that is taking a heavy toll on humans and wildlife. 

The project was announced at a major international land-mine summit in Nairobi, which finished yesterday, with delegates agreeing on a five-year plan for clearing mines, destroying stockpiles and improving care for victims around the world. 

Dr John Hanks, a consultant with the organisation Conservation International, which drafted the proposals to clear the migration route, said elephants had learned to avoid mines either by sniffing out explosives or through the memory of unsuccessful forays into minefields. 

As a result, he said, they had abandoned their trek into Zambia and Angola, increasing population pressure in Botswana. 

"If this option is not followed, Botswana is faced with the stark reality of shooting and killing elephants," he added. 

Elephant conservation has become something of a southern African success story with poaching all but wiped out in several countries. 

But with it has come a new set of environmental problems. 

Botswana’s population of 120,000 elephants is growing at 5 per cent each year, and the high number of animals has triggered widespread destruction of the bush. 

Elephants are blamed for damaging swathes of woody vegetation and are also coming into increasing conflict with villagers due to the devastation they can cause to crops. 

Many environmentalists believe the best solution is a vast cross-border conservation area stretching from Zimbabwe through Botswana, Namibia, Angola and Zambia. 

However, nothing can be done until the mined area of the Luiana Partial Reserve in south-eastern Angola is cleared. 

Some estimates suggest there may be as many six million unexploded mines in Angola’s 2,200 minefields. 

Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, said: "Land-mines are among the horrendous legacies of war that play their deadly role in perpetuating poverty."

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Nunatsiaq News
Toxic wildlife threatens health of Russian Inuit 

"Children are affected in the most critical points of their development"

JANE GEORGE
	

	Dr. Larisa Abrutina is a Yupik physician who works with the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North. (PHOTO BY JANE GEORGE)




REYKJAVIK - If you eat seal or walrus, boil the meat and avoid eating the liver or fat. Better yet, eat arctic char or caribou.

That's the advice from a new report on persistent organic pollutants, toxic substances which are in the northern food chain and, at high levels, can cause severe damage to human health.

The report tabled last week at the Arctic Council meeting in Iceland is called Persistent Toxic Substances, Food Security and Indigenous Peoples of the Russian North. It shows Russia's Arctic regions are heavily toxic and high levels of persistent organic pollutants or POPs threaten human health.

"Children are affected in the most critical points of their development - as a fetus and while breastfeeding," said Vitaly Kimstach, one of the authors of the report.

In many cases these dangerously high levels of POPs present in the blood of Inuit in Chukotka are the same as have been found in Inuit in Nunavik and other coastal regions of the Arctic, the report says.

The situation in coastal Chukotka is said several times to be "comparable" or "similar" to Nunavik, with many levels for POPs about the same.

The POPs examined in the report include polychlorinated biphenyls or PCBs, flame retardants, pesticides like DDT, combustion products and heavy metals. The POPs come from Europe, Russia, North America and South East Asia, carried by the wind, water or other forms of contact.

From the Kola Peninsula in western Siberia to Chukotka in the East, the report's results showed all Russian indigenous communities had moderate - or much higher - exposure to the major groups of global environmental pollutants.

The levels of POPs are so high in Chukotka that, even after factoring out smoking and alcohol, researchers found there was a relationship between high levels of POPs and a low birth weight, prematurity, miscarriages and chronic diseases in older women.

The levels of PCBs also affected the number of males or females born in Chukotka, with more female babies born to women with higher levels of PCBs. These female children are also subject to more negative health impacts.

Chukotka was by far the worst of four regions the report looked at. The region's death rate for indigenous peoples is more than twice the Russian average.

In Chukotka's capital city of Providenya, there is no treatment of sewage or waste water and industry spews out airborne pollutants.

Coastal residents of Chukotka are worse off than city dwellers because they consume a diet heavy in the fat and fermented meats of marine mammals. The fat of walrus and seal, as well as the organ meats, are loaded with contaminants.

To make matters worse, Yupik Inuit in Chukotka often use plastic pails that have stored pesticides to ferment meat or else they bury it outside in contaminated soil. The popular home-made alcoholic mash called "braga" is also a POP-laden soup.

The report looked at 1576 adults and 255 mother-child couples.

All of those with high levels of POPs in their blood were also found to live in houses full of PCB contamination, possibly from the tonnes of PCBs Russia used to produce in the form of paints and varnishes that end up in the food and bodies of people who live there.

The surprise, said Kimstach, one of the reports authors, is that the levels of mercury were fairly low in Chukotka.

The good news is that pregnant women, who are often sent away from their communities to deliver, similar to expectant mothers in Nunavik, have lower levels of POPs because they eat less country foods when they're away from their home communities.

The report also found Chukotkans with higher incomes and more education have lower levels of POPs in their systems - possibly because they are able to afford store-bought food.

Dr. Larisa Abrutina is a Yupik physician who works with the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North and also contributed to the report. Despite the report's findings, she said it's still important for Inuit to eat country foods because of their cultural and nutritional value.

Abrutina suggests boiling traditional foods instead of fermenting them and avoiding organ meats and fat to reduce the load of contaminants.

The problem of stopping the flow of POPs to the Arctic regions is complex, she admits, because pesticides like DDT are still used in Africa to prevent malaria and the death of millions of people.

At the same time, Russia has not ratified the Stockholm Convention to reduce the production of POPs globally.

Russia's ratification of this deal will be a priority for the Russian Chairmanship of the Arctic Council.

The report, a joint project of RAIPON, the Global Environment Facility, the United Nations Environment Program and the Arctic Council's Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program also received support from the Inuit Circumpolar Conference.

The entire report, which is well-written and illustrated, can be consulted at the AMAP site at www.amap.no.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters
UN Talks To Review Where "Dangerous" Warming Starts

NORWAY: December 6, 2004

OSLO - A decade after the world pledged to prevent "dangerous" global warming, 194 nations meet next week to review whether rare heatwaves and a fast Arctic thaw may signal that the planet is nearing the brink.

The Dec. 6-17 UN talks in Buenos Aires will also seek ways to persuade the United States to rejoin a UN-led fight against climate change and also try to involve developing nations like China, India or Brazil.

Ministers will review the UN's 1994 climate change convention, signed by ex-US President George Bush, and its goal of limiting greenhouse gases to levels "that would prevent dangerous (human) interference with the climate system."

"You can ask the question of whether changes we have already observed are dangerous," said Rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. "It will be a political decision".

The 1990s were probably the warmest decade in a millennium and 1998 the warmest year on record, according to UN data. The Kyoto protocol on curbing global warming, due to enter into force on Feb. 16, is the main spinoff of the convention.

An eight-nation report last month showed the Arctic is warming at double the rate of the rest of the globe, threatening livelihoods of indigenous hunters and perhaps driving polar bears to extinction in the wild.

Indigenous groups say the changes are obviously dangerous and, like many governments, say that much deeper cuts in emissions of greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels will be needed when Kyoto runs out in 2012.

"I don't know if it's dangerous but it's out of the pathway the rest of the planet is taking by a factor of two," said Robert Corell, who led the study by 250 scientists.

Another report this week in the journal Nature said that human activities, notably the burning of fossil fuels from cars to power plants, had raised risks of heatwaves like one in Europe in 2003 in which more than 20,000 people died.

LIMIT RISES

The senior US climate negotiator, Harlan Watson, said there was insufficient grounds yet to define "dangerous". "The bulk of the scientific opinion is we just don't know enough to be able to predict impact," he said.

But some want to draw a line in the sand.

The European Union and some environmental groups want to limit any global temperature rise to 2.0 Celsius (3.6F). Temperatures have risen by 0.6C since the late 1800s.

Alternatively, Pachauri said that nations could set a limit for concentrations of heat-trapping carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, which have risen by about 30 percent since the start of the industrial revolution.

President George W. Bush pulled out in 2001 from the 128-nation Kyoto protocol, which seeks to cut greenhouse gas emissions by five percent from 1990 levels by 2012. Bush argued it was too expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations.

And the United States says it has no plans to rejoin the UN efforts.

Even so, Bush is not the only one failing under Kyoto. Carbon dioxide emissions by rich nations involved in Kyoto are running 8.4 percent over 1990 levels, environmental group WWF said.

The UN Environment Programme says that Kyoto will not be enough, merely braking rising temperatures by 0.1C over the course of the 21st century against a forecast rise of 1.4-5.8C. (Additional reporting by Jeff Mason in Brussels)

Story by Alister Doyle

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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DPA

Germany welcomes UN reform report

3 December 2004

NEW DELHI - Germany has joined Brazil, India and Japan in welcoming the report of a high-level international panel on reforms in the United Nations, saying it had created new momentum in the ongoing debate.

This came in the wake of France and Germany teaming up to pledge their support for UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to lead the United Nations after the international panel submitted the blueprint to reform the 59-year-old organisation. 

French President Jacques Chirac and German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, who met on Thursday in a German city for regular consultations, issued a

statement to support Annan.

"They have made a common statement of support to Kofi Annan," German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger told reporters at UN headquarters in New York Pleuger said.

"They have welcomed the report of the high level panel and they have pledged support for his work and to support his proposals to reform the United Nations," he said. 

Annan has been asked by US Senator Norm Coleman to step down after alleging mismanagement in the oil-for-food programme, a UN humanitarian scheme to assist the Iraqis from 1996 to 2003. Coleman is conducting a Senate investigation on the programme.  

The panel considering UN reforms, constituted by  Annan, on Thursday officially presented its report recommending sweeping changes in the structure, functioning and focus of the UN.

In a joint statement by Brazil, Germany, India and Japan, issued on Friday in New Delhi by India's External Affairs Ministry, made some preliminary observations on the report, but said they would consider it thoroughly before commenting.

The statement said the four countries agreed with the issues the panel had focused on: social and economic threats including poverty and environmental degradation; inter-state and internal conflict, including genocide; radiological, chemical and biological weapons; terrorism and transnational organized crime.

The statement approved of the importance the panel placed on institutional reform as an essential tool to address many of these issues.

Development issues were closely linked to global security, the statement said. "Perceptions of injustice due to extreme poverty and lack of opportunity to improve living conditions often provide fertile breeding grounds for terrorism, civil unrest and, intra-state and inter-state conflict."

It said all countries - both developed and developing - should therefore make joint efforts to effectively promote development.

The four countries also said they would "carefully consider" the criteria developed by the panel on the issue of legality and legitimacy in the use of force.

Calling for a comprehensive approach, the countries agreed with the panel that development and security were closely linked.

"An effective multilateral system is essential to cope with the challenges of today's world. No individual state can protect itself from global threats, let alone find sustainable solutions. Therefore, a common understanding is needed on the future of security and the necessary institutional reforms," the statement said.

It added that Brazil, Germany, India and Japan would actively participate in the efforts towards more effective policies and in adapting the UN system to the realities of today's world.

DPA

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Most coral reefs under threat, some resilient

06 Dec 2004 05:00:06 GMT

Source: Reuters

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

OSLO, Dec 6 (Reuters) - About 70 percent of the world's coral reefs have been wrecked or are at risk from human activities but some are showing surprising resilience to global warming, a report said on Monday.

The international survey, by 240 experts in 98 nations, said that pollution, over-fishing, rising temperatures, coastal development and diseases were among major threats to reefs, vast ecosystems often called the nurseries of the seas.

"Twenty percent of the world's coral reefs have been effectively destroyed or show no immediate prospects of recovery," said the report, issued on the first day of a U.N. environmental conference in Buenos Aires lasting until Dec. 17.

The Status of Coral Reefs of the World 2004 also said that another "24 percent of the world's reefs are under imminent risk of collapse through human pressures, and a further 26 percent are under a longer-term threat of collapse."

"The major emerging threat to coral reefs in the last decade has been coral bleaching and mortality associated with global climate change," it said. Bleaching is a mass death of corals caused by a sudden rise in ocean temperatures.

Even so, it said some reefs had recovered sharply from a 1998 bleaching which seriously damaged 16 percent of all reefs worldwide, especially in the western Pacific and the Indian Ocean.

"About 40 percent of the...reefs that were seriously damaged in 1998 are either recovering well or have recovered," it said. Some of the report's highlights were issued in Bangkok last month.

It said the 1998 warming had been the most serious in 1,000 years but was likely to happen about every 50 years in future, largely because of heat-trapping gases in the atmosphere from burning fossil fuels in cars, factories or power stations.

SKELETONS BRING LIFE

Corals are formed by a build-up of limestone skeletons left by tiny marine animals called polyps. The graveyards can become giant structures like the Great Barrier Reef off Australia, colourful homes to thousands of species from sharks to seaweed.

The report said nations around the world should do more to cut pollution, restrict fishing and fight to curb emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide to protect corals.

The WWF environmental group, which took part in the report, urged governments meeting in Buenos Aires to set a goal of limiting a rises in temperatures linked to global warming to 2.0 celsius (3.60F).

"To save coral reefs, governments must reduce carbon dioxide emissions quickly, but also create marine protected areas," said Simon Cripps, head of the WWF's global marine programme. Temperatures have risen by 0.6C since the late 1800s.

The report said the major success of the past five years had been strict protection of a third of the Great Barrier Reef by Australia. The United States is taking similar steps off Hawaii and Florida.

But 75 percent of coral reefs are in developing countries where human populations are rising rapidly and millions depend on reefs for food.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Climate change: Uncharted waters? 
By Alex Kirby

As part of Planet Under Pressure, a BBC News series looking at some of the biggest environmental problems facing humanity, Alex Kirby explores the implications of climate change.
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Many water-scarce regions now will probably become thirstier


Climate change is our biggest environmental challenge, says the UK Prime Minister, Tony Blair. His chief scientific adviser, Sir David King, calls it a far greater global threat than international terrorism. 
There is wide though not unanimous agreement from scientists that they are right. 
It is certainly possible that warming temperatures could take the Earth into uncharted waters, even though nobody can say exactly how fast it may happen and who will be most affected. 
Life on Earth exists only because of the natural greenhouse effect, the ability of the atmosphere to retain enough heat for species to thrive (and no more). 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a consortium of several thousand independent scientists, says rising levels of industrial pollution are unnaturally enhancing this effect, with increasing amounts of heat trapped near the Earth instead of escaping into space. 
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Animated guide: Climate change 


The main culprits, it says, are the burning of fossil fuels - oil, coal and gas - and changes in land use. 
The chief greenhouse gas from human activities is carbon dioxide (CO2). 
Before the Industrial Revolution, atmospheric CO2 concentrations were about 270-280 parts per million (ppm). 
They now stand at almost 380ppm, and have been rising at about 1.5ppm annually. 
Rising temperatures 
The consequence of increasing CO2 and other pollutant levels, the IPCC says, will be higher average global temperatures, meaning unpredictable weather, rising sea levels, and perhaps runaway heating as the whole climate system slips out of gear. 
The IPCC predicts that if we go on as we are, by 2100 global sea levels will probably have risen by 9 to 88cm and average temperatures will be between 1.5 and 5.5C higher than now. 
	


Climate change: The evidence and future predictions
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At-a-glance



That may not sound very much - but the last Ice Age was only 4-5C colder than today. 
The sceptics are unmoved. Some say the human influence on the climate is negligible, and that isolating one small variable, CO2 and other greenhouse gas levels, in an immensely complex natural system is meaningless. 
Others insist the IPCC's measurements are flawed and its predictions unreliable. Yet others believe a warmer world would be better for most of us. 
They are entirely right to argue that there are still many uncertainties about the climate and any influence we may have on it. 
Sobering facts
But many who were once sceptics now accept that enhanced climate change is happening, and that we have to respond - not necessarily by trying to reduce its extent but by adapting to its effects. 
Part of the problem is that climate change is now part of the stuff of science fiction, with Hollywood and some campaign groups alike feeding scare stories that owe little, if anything, to scientific fact. 
But the facts are sobering enough. We know that average global surface temperatures have risen by 0.6C in the last 140 years. 
All of the 10 warmest years have occurred since 1990, including each year since 1997. 
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If we could halt all greenhouse gas emissions tomorrow, the heating would continue for decades or more


The possibilities are sobering too. 
Many water-scarce regions now will probably become thirstier. 
Some countries may be able to produce bigger harvests, but in others yields will drop. Sea level rise may make many coastal areas uninhabitable. 
Weather patterns may change, producing more heat waves, droughts, floods and violent storms. 
Aid agencies are warning that these combined effects could seriously jeopardise attempts to lift the world's poorest people out of poverty. 
Furthermore, there is also the possibility of "positive feedbacks"- for example, higher temperatures may release more methane from the Arctic tundra and CO2 from peat bogs, which will themselves speed up the warming process. 
Then there is the inertia of the atmosphere and the oceans. 
Delayed effect 
If somehow we could halt all greenhouse gas emissions tomorrow, the heating would continue for decades or centuries. 
What we do today may literally determine how long the Greenland icecap survives - even though, at fastest, it will still take a good few centuries to disappear. 
And wildlife, less equipped to adapt than humans, could be hit hard. One estimate suggests hundreds of thousands of species may be at risk of extinction by 2050 because of climate change. 
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Hundreds of thousands of species may be at risk of extinction by 2050


Creating worldwide consensus on this global problem is difficult, not least because of the economic cost of cutting down on greenhouse gas emissions. 
The Kyoto Protocol, which commits rich countries to reducing emissions, is a small but necessary start on building an international system for tackling climate change, its proponents believe. 
But the country responsible for about a quarter of the world's greenhouse gas emissions, the US, has refused to sign up to it. 
The protocol does not require developing countries to cut their emissions, although fast-industrialising countries like China will soon be significant contributors as those in poor nations increasingly demand rich world lifestyles. 
For them, emissions cuts could have significant social costs in slowing the growth that feeds economic development, creates jobs and helps lift the poor out of poverty. 
A prudent look at the evidence, preliminary though it is, suggests we shall be wise to err on the side of caution. 
Dr Geoff Jenkins, of the UK Met Office's Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction and Research, said recently: "Over the last few decades there's been much more evidence for the human influence on climate. 
"We've reached the point where it's only by including human activity that we can explain what's happening." 
And what's happening now could lead to a world beyond our experience. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Talks look for new climate effort 
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Russia's ratification saved the Kyoto Protocol


Climate experts and politicians meet in Buenos Aires from Monday to discuss policies they believe may be needed beyond the Kyoto Protocol. 
The treaty, which aims to curb the growth in greenhouse gases, was seven years in the making and will finally come into force on 16 February. 
Its acceptance into international law became possible only last month when Russia formally ratified the pact. 
Delegates in Argentina will discuss how the treaty could be strengthened. 
Developing countries' role
The BBC's Richard Black says that the real interest lies outside the conference chamber. 
The scientific consensus is that greenhouse gas emissions need to be cut by around 60% globally. 
That simply cannot be done without significant action from developing countries. 
The issue for the industrialised world is how to convince the leaders of nations like China, India and Brazil that they can and must make cuts, not now perhaps but in the next few decades. 
The west will have to offer solutions which allow these nations to develop economically while keeping emissions down. 
US reluctance
The European Union will be asking that emissions from international flights and shipping be included in future treaties. 
But the United States has made it clear in recent days it will not be rejoining the Kyoto process. 
So those who, like the EU, want to see progress must persuade less developed and less polluting nations to take action while the US does not. 
It is likely to prove a difficult process but if the scientists are right it has to succeed, our correspondent says. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
UN Daily News   -  3 December 2004

In the headlines:

• 
Rape, fighting continue in Sudan's Darfur region despite accords - UN

• 
Findings of US team confirms UN analysis of Iraq's weapons programme

• 
UN envoy warns new Kosovo assembly that safeguarding minority rights is vital

• 
Khmer Rouge court closer to fruition after Cambodia's notification to UN

• 
UN envoys decry disorder in Côte d'Ivoire, opponents of Liberia's peace process

• 
Top UN relief official visits northwestern Somalia

• 
UN ramps up assistance for Philippines' flood victims

• 
UN marks Day of Disabled Persons with call for their full inclusion in society

• 
Annan urges greater efforts to rid world of landmines

• 
UN agency voices new concern over civilians caught up in Colombian fighting

• 
UN refugee agency fears Malaysian crackdown on illegals may affect refugees

Rape, fighting continue in Sudan's Darfur region despite accords - UN 

3 December - Despite agreements signed between Sudan's Government and rebels in the country's Darfur region, recent reports of sexual violence and rape persist, contributing to a tremendous sense of insecurity among internally displaced persons (IDPs), the United Nations human rights agency said today. 

Women and young girls were afraid to leave the camps in some areas, and fighting continued to put civilians at risk in various places, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) spokesman José Luis Díaz told reporters in Geneva in a briefing on the findings of agency monitors in Darfur during November. 

As an example of the ongoing conflict he cited the launching of 18 mortars by Government forces into the village of Masteri in West Darfur in response to an attack from that region. 

The UN has called the conflict the world's worst current humanitarian crisis, in which nearly 1.7 million people have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after the rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of the economic resources of the area the size of France. 

Attacks and counter-attacks have continued despite accords signed in the Nigerian capital of Abuja on 9 November between the Government and two rebel groups - the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) - aimed at improving the humanitarian and security situation. 

Mr. Díaz said IDPs continued to distrust and fear the police and that widespread impunity continued, with reports that police still refused to record complaints of attacks. Armed Janjaweed militia and the Popular Defence Forces continued to roam throughout Darfur, contributing to the sense of insecurity. In South Darfur, there was an escalation in the number of forced relocations of IDPs. 

He added that during the reporting period, there were apparently no arrests or trials of members of the Janjaweed. There were also reports of cases of abduction of civilians by the rebel Sudan Liberation Army in West Darfur. 

Findings of US team confirms UN analysis of Iraq's weapons programme 

3 December - The United Nations commission that was in charge of disarming Iraq of weapons of mass destruction says the conclusions of a CIA report largely confirm the analysis reached by its own inspectors. 

The latest report to the Security Council by the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) includes an initial analysis of the findings of the Iraq Survey Group, led by Charles Duelfer, on Iraq's chemical, biological and missile weapons programmes. 

UNMOVIC does state, however, it had been unaware of some of Iraq's procurement efforts after 1998 which are highlighted in the Duelfer report. 

Mr. Duelfer (himself a former UN weapons inspector), the Special Adviser to the United States Director of Central Intelligence for Iraq's Weapons of Mass Destruction, and his team shared their findings with UNMOVIC during a meeting on 8 October in New York. 

UNMOVIC also notes in its report that the Governments of Jordan and the Netherlands have destroyed, under UN supervision, the Iraqi missile engines which had been found in scrap yards in those countries. 

The UN inspectors also note the deterioration of two weapons sites inside Iraq: The Muthanna State Establishment, Iraq's prime chemical weapons facility, and Al Qaa Qaa State Establishment, one of the country's major weapons-related industrial complexes. 

UN envoy warns new Kosovo assembly that safeguarding minority rights is vital 

3 December - Declaring the next 12 months crucial in determining the future of Kosovo as it moves towards talks on its final status, the United Nations administrator of the ethnically divided province warned the newly elected parliament today that he would use sanctions against any officials who stood in the way of improving minority rights. 

“The Provisional Institutions must reach out to the larger public, listen to their concerns, and act upon them,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen said, referring to the self-governing authority to which the UN has been transferring a growing number of responsibilities. 

Kosovo has been under UN administration since 1999 when the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove mainly Serbian Yugoslav troops out amid fighting between the province’s majority Albanians and minority Serbs. 

“Indeed, standards require that the legislative process should accommodate the concerns and opinions of all of Kosovo’s communities,” Mr. Jessen-Petersen said of the eight necessary goals established for deciding final status, such as building democratic institutions, enforcing minority rights, creating a functioning economy and establishing an impartial legal system. 

He told the legislature, elected in October in a poll with very little Serb participation, that he was fully prepared to use all tools and measures at his disposal to actively enforce the accountability of the self-governing authority. 

“These tools include strong monitoring and oversight but also eventual sanctions,” he said. “I am prepared to challenge officials who fail to carry out their duties responsibly, or who block attempts to make improvements in key areas such as minority rights, freedom of movement, returns of displaced persons, equal provision of services, responsible media, and security.” 

Mr. Jessen-Petersen appreciated the important progress made by the outgoing government in the recovery from the “terrible violence” of March, the worst in five years of UN administration, when an onslaught by Albanian extremists to drive out Serb, Roma and Askhali communities led to 19 people being killed, nearly 1,000 injured and hundreds of homes and centuries-old Serbian cultural sites razed or burned. 

Noting that Serb participation in the elections was regrettably low, he said there was still room for the active participation of all Kosovo’s communities in the assembly presidency and committees. 

And he stressed that implementation of standards must be a priority throughout the next months, in order to ensure that sufficient progress is made prior to a comprehensive assessment of conditions planned for mid-2005. The assembly will play a key role in passing legislation vital to the fulfilment of the standards, he said. 

Khmer Rouge court closer to fruition after Cambodia's notification to UN 

3 December - A special court to try the aging leaders of the Khmer Rouge is one step closer to fruition now that Cambodia has complied with the legal requirements for its agreement with the United Nations to enter into force. 

The UN has yet to provide Phnom Penh with its own reciprocal notification of compliance, which is needed for the agreement to go into effect, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in an addendum to his report to the General Assembly on the Khmer Rouge trials. 

That notification, Mr. Annan writes, will depend on whether sufficient money is in place to fund the staffing and operations of the Extraordinary Chambers for the trials for a sustained period of time. He says that condition will be met once pledges have been made for the Chambers' three years of operations - but only after actual contributions for its first year have been received. 

In May 2003 the General Assembly authorized the UN to help Cambodia set up and run two Extraordinary Chambers in the new tribunal to "prosecute those most responsible for crimes and serious violations of Cambodian and international law between 17 April 1975 and 6 January 1979." 

One Chamber will be a trial court and the other will be a Supreme Court within the existing Cambodian justice system, staffed with a mix of international and Cambodian judges. 

According to the agreement, which stresses the impartiality and independence of the prospective jurists, decisions in the two Chambers would be taken by a majority of four judges in the trial court and five judges in the Supreme Court. 

UN envoys decry disorder in Côte d'Ivoire, opponents of Liberia's peace process 

3 December - The heads of the five United Nations peacekeeping and political missions in West Africa today decried attempts to derail elections in Liberia and called on the parties in Côte d'Ivoire to break the "perennial impasse" in that country's peace process. 

Their statement came in a communiqué issued at the end of their meeting in the Liberian capital of Monrovia. 

High-level meetings were established following a request by the Security Council for UN peace missions in the region to take concrete action towards implementing a regional approach, including pulling together UN assets across and exploiting synergies among the operations to achieve greater efficiency and cost-effectiveness. 

The envoys welcomed progress made in the peace process in Liberia, but voiced deep concern at the existence of a "coalition of the unwilling" who seek to derail the election and the entire peace process. They stressed the importance of quickly passing an electoral law in accordance with the comprehensive peace agreement. 

On Côte d'Ivoire, the UN officials appealed for good faith on the part of all Ivorian parties to ensure that they live up to commitments undertaken before the international community. They also emphasized the importance of freeing the country's media to ensure that State-owned outlets are managed in a way that gives equal access to all parties and all views. 

They also addressed Sierra Leone, stressing the need for a smooth and realistic exit strategy for the UN, and welcoming the UN transitional plan aimed at moving from peacekeeping to peace-building. 

On Guinea Bissau, they agreed on the need to address immediately the issue of security sector reform and the strengthening of state governance as a prerequisite for sustainable peace-building and post conflict recovery. They drew attention to the fact that the increasing deterioration of the situation in the country may require the strengthening of peace-making elements of the mandate of UN Peace-building Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS). 

The meeting was hosted by Jacques Paul Klein, chief of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), and chaired by Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, the Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan for West Africa and head of the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA). The other participating officials were Albert Tévoédjrè, head of the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI), UNAMSIL chief Daudi Ngelautwa Mwakawago and UNOGBIS chief João Honwana. 

Top UN relief official visits northwestern Somalia 

3 December - United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland is in northwestern Somalia today, where he met with officials of the self-declared republic of Somaliland to discuss the humanitarian situation in that flood- and drought-prone area. 

The cumulative effect of four years of poor rainfall in the Sool Plateau and surrounding areas in Somaliland and Puntland has caused massive livestock losses among farmers, who make up the economic backbone of the area. 

While in Hargeisa, Somaliland, Mr. Egeland visited sites where the UN is assisting internally displaced persons (IDPs) and recently returned refugees. 

UN ramps up assistance for Philippines' flood victims 

3 December - As fresh reports came in of the death and destruction caused by flooding and landslides in the Philippines, United Nations agencies today stepped up their relief operations, deploying a team of experts to help the Government assess the extent of the damage and coordinate the international response. 

The UN has already made emergency cash grants available for the purchase of relief supplies and will determine whether to launch an appeal for the stricken country next week. 

The UN World Health Organization (WHO) is concentrating its efforts on search and rescue operations. The agency also plans to examine water source contamination levels and structural damage to health institutions. 

For now, the Philippines needs inflatable boats to reach the affected persons, clean water, medicine, body bags and shelter, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today sent his condolences to the families of the deceased and to all those affected by the catastrophe. 

In a statement issued by his spokesman he said he was "profoundly saddened" by the large-scale loss of life and destruction. 

UN marks Day of Disabled Persons with call for their full inclusion in society 

3 December - From New York to Bangkok, from Geneva to Kabul, the United Nations today marked the International Day of Disabled Persons, with Secretary-General Kofi Annan calling on the global community to work even harder for fully inclusive societies. 

“Today, as a result of a dramatic shift in perspective that has been taking place over the past two decades, persons with disabilities have started to be viewed as people who must enjoy the full spectrum of civil, political, social, cultural and economic rights,” he said in a commemorative message. 

“No society can claim to be based on justice and equality without persons with disabilities taking decisions as full-fledged members,” he added. 

The 2004 observance of the Day, first held in 1992, focuses on the involvement of persons with disabilities in the planning of strategies and policies that affect their lives. 

At UN Headquarters in New York the Day featured the showing of three short documentaries by award-winning filmmaker Victor Pineda – “In Cuba Disabled,” on the lives of people with disabilities in the developing world; “Broken Balkans,” which looks at life with disabilities in the former Yugoslavia; and “A World Enabled,” featuring testimonies of delegates drafting the first-ever UN convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. 

“The observance of the Day is an opportunity to foster changes in attitudes towards persons with disabilities and eliminate barriers to their participation in all aspects of life”, Johan Schölvinck of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs said. 

“The involvement of persons with disabilities in elaborating the convention on their own rights is an excellent example of how the principle of full participation can be put into practice.” 

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg issued a proclamation recognizing the Day, declaring: “This important event fosters an understanding of disability issues as it mobilizes support for efforts to promote the dignity, rights, and well-being of persons with disabilities.” 

Earlier this year, the UN Department of Public Information identified efforts to draft a treaty on the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities as one of ten stories the world should hear more about. 

In Geneva today, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour called for the adoption of that proposed convention. “For far too long, persons with disabilities have been denied equal access to basic rights and fundamental freedoms, be they health care, employment, education, the vote or participation in cultural activities.” 

On the other side of the world in Bangkok, Thailand, the UN Economic and Social Commission for the Asia Pacific Region marked the day with an exhibition, a forum of community members and the screening of documentaries. 

And in Kabul, Afghanistan, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) presented a report identifying some of the key difficulties facing people with disabilities as they strive to play a role in reconstruction efforts, including the continuing stigma associated with disabilities in Afghan society. 

“We probably see examples of disability in Afghanistan every day, but few of us fully appreciate the many challenges that disabled people face in society,” UNICEF Representative in Afghanistan Bernt Aasen said. “It is essential that a new debate begins, today, on how opportunities can be created for people with disabilities to play a fulfilling role in the rebuilding of their nation.” 

The report calls for public information campaigns to present the positive contributions that can be made by disabled people; improved knowledge about causes of disabilities, and how people with disabilities should be cared for; and advocacy by key influencers such as the media, religious leaders and health workers. 

It also advocates education about disabilities in schools, improved health services for people with disabilities and access to public buildings, and incentive schemes to encourage employers to recruit people with disabilities. 

Annan urges greater efforts to rid world of landmines 

3 December - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed progress in clearing anti-personnel mines in recent years, but warned that these indiscriminate weapons continue to exact a heavy civilian toll. 

"Anti-personnel mines still kill and maim innocent people every day, and hold back entire communities in working their way out of poverty," Mr. Annan, who is in New York, told the Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World by satellite hook-up. "We cannot rest until all landmines are cleared, and these indiscriminate weapons banished forever." 

He hailed the progress made since the adoption, five years ago, of the Anti-personnel Mine-Ban, which has 144 States parties, and pledged the UN's full backing for the Summit's goals. 

The Secretary-General urged pressure on States, "including some of the world's largest," to become parties to the treaty, and called for assistance to help poor countries meet their obligations to clear mined areas. The United States and the Russian Federation have not signed the pact. 

Mr. Annan also called attention to the problem of explosive remnants of war, urging all countries to ratify Protocol V to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, which deals with that ordnance. 

"Today, 14 UN agencies, programmes, departments and funds are working in mine action in more than 30 countries," he said. "We will sustain our efforts, and we will do our best to help improve coordination, since each year, more and more organizations are joining this great cause." 

UN agency voices new concern over civilians caught up in Colombian fighting 

3 December - The United Nations refugee agency today voiced new concern over the situation in northwestern Colombia where indigenous communities are suffering as a result of clashes between armed groups and an ongoing blockade. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) yesterday sent a team to Bebedó, where clashes between left-wing Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) guerrillas and right-wing paramilitaries are reported to have left at least 12 people dead, including a 7-year-old girl and three other civilians, and 13 people wounded. 

The majority of the 800 inhabitants of Bebedó, in Chocó province, tried to flee but irregular armed groups prevented most of them from doing so, UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in Geneva. 

In the Bojayá area, also in Chocó, the situation continued to be critical, with indigenous communities still blockaded by irregular armed groups, she added. There was concern that with the onset of the dry season in December-January, new clashes between armed groups would ensue. 

UNHCR is scheduled next week to lead a joint initiative with the UN World Food Programme (WFP), the intergovernmental International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Colombian Government Social Solidarity Network to build community centres in several returnee communities in the Bojayá area. 

In an unrelated incident on Monday, a fragmentation grenade exploded about 50 metres from the UNHCR Office in Quibdó, the provincial capital of Chocó. No group has claimed responsibility for the attack, which left at least three people dead and six injured. No agency staff were injured and the office was not damaged by the blast. 

UNHCR is also moving to counter the serious humanitarian challenges facing internally displaced people (IDPs) in slums near Colombia's capital, Bogotá. Starting this week, the agency is establishing a regular presence in Altos de Cazucá, one of the main concentrations of IDPs sheltering some 25,000 to 30,000 people. 

The IDPs asked for a more regular international presence, which they say will help them feel safer in an area plagued by murders and human rights abuses and where irregular armed groups have been accused of conducting a campaign of terror and intimidation, Ms. Pagonis said. 

Bogotá continues to be a main destination of IDPs fleeing violence in the countryside, where decades of war with leftist guerrillas and rightist paramilitaries have displaced millions. Government figures estimate the capital's IDPs at 86,000 while non-governmental organizations (NGOs) put the total at close to 210,000. Estimates of the total number of the Colombia's IDPs vary between 2 million and 3.5 million. 

UN refugee agency fears Malaysian crackdown on illegals may affect refugees 

3 December - With Malaysia planning to pay bounties to officials taking part in a nationwide crackdown on illegal immigrants, the United Nations refugee agency today expressed concern that thousands of genuine refugees and asylum seekers may be wrongly caught in the detention and deportation net. 

Of an estimated 28,000 refugees from Myanmar and Indonesia, hundreds live alongside illegal migrants in makeshift jungle camps near the new administrative capital, Putrajaya, making them particularly vulnerable during the plan's implementation, Jennifer Pagonis, a spokeswoman for the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), told journalists in Geneva. 

Having registered 600 refugees from Aceh, Indonesia, living in Malaysia's Penang, UNHCR was sending registration teams to the jungle camps, but doubted that they could complete their work before the crackdown started on a yet unspecified date, Ms. Pagonis said. 

The Malaysian Government had assured UNHCR that refugees would not be swept up, but the operation apparently would involve 500,000 volunteers who might not be fully informed about refugee protections. 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for Secretary-General
Good afternoon,

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the situation in the Philippines:

“The Secretary-General is profoundly saddened by the large-scale loss of life and destruction wrought by the powerful storms that have struck the Philippines in recent days.  He extends his sincere condolences to the families of the deceased and to all those affected by this catastrophe.

“The United Nations has been working closely with Philippine authorities in responding to needs created by the disaster and has made emergency cash grants available for the purchase of relief supplies.  Today, the United Nations is deploying a team of experts to assist the Government of the Philippines in assessing the extent of the damage and coordinating the international response to the disaster.”

**Philippines
A four-member UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team will arrive in the Philippines tomorrow.  The United Nations will consider that team’s work in deciding whether to launch an appeal for the Philippines next week.

For now, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that the main requirements are inflatable boats to reach the affected persons, clean water, medicine, body bags and shelter.

The World Health Organization is concentrating its efforts in the country on search and rescue operations.  In the longer term, it will examine the contamination of water sources and structural damage to health institutions.

**Sudan
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights reports that its monitors say that sexual violence and rape continue to be reported in all three of the regions of Darfur, in Sudan, and this was contributing to a tremendous sense of insecurity among internally displaced persons.

Women and young girls were afraid to leave the camps in certain areas.  Ongoing fighting was also continuing to put civilians at risk in a number of locations.  For example, Government forces reacting to an attack from inside the village of Masteri in west Darfur had launched 18 mortars into that locality.

According to the human rights monitors, the internally displaced persons (IDPs) continue to distrust and fear the police.  There was widespread impunity, with reports that police still refuse to record complaints of attacks against displaced persons.

Furthermore, armed members of the Janjaweed militia and the Popular Defence Forces continue to roam throughout Darfur, contributing to the sense of insecurity.  In south Darfur, there was an escalation in the number of forced relocations of internally displaced persons.

Throughout the reporting period, there were no reported arrests or trials of members of the Janjaweed.  There were also reports of cases of abduction of civilians by the rebel Sudan Liberation Army.

**UNMOVIC
The latest report to the Security Council by the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission for Iraq includes an initial analysis of the findings of the CIA’s Iraq Survey Group, led by Charles Duelfer.

On the issue of Iraq’s chemical, biological and missile weapons programmes, UNMOVIC says that the Duelfer report’s conclusions largely confirm the analysis reached by UN inspectors.  However, UNMOVIC does state that it had been unaware of some of Iraq’s procurement efforts after 1998, which are highlighted in the Duelfer report.

Duelfer and his team shared their findings with UNMOVIC during a meeting in New York on 8 October.

The report also notes that the Governments of Jordan and the Netherlands have destroyed, under UN supervision, the Iraqi missile engines which had been found in scrap yards in those countries.

The UN inspectors also note the deterioration of two weapons sites in Iraq.  And you can find the full report available upstairs.

**DRC-Burundi
The UN mission in Burundi says it remains abreast of the evolving situation in the neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Heightened border monitoring continues to be conducted in cooperation with the UN Mission in that country.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

**UNMIK/SRSG Parliament Speech
On Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, today said he’s willing to use every tool at his disposal –- even sanctions –- against officials who block attempts at improvement in key areas such as minority rights and freedom of movement.

Jessen-Petersen’s comments were part of his address to the inaugural session of the Kosovo Assembly -– and we have copies of his speech available upstairs.

**Cambodia
The Secretary-General, in an addendum to his report on Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge trials, told the General Assembly that Cambodia’s Government has notified the United Nations that the legal requirements for the Agreement it has with the United Nations to enter into force have been complied with.

The United Nations has yet to provide the Government of Cambodia with its own notification of such compliance, which is needed for the Agreement to enter into force.

That notification, the Secretary-General writes, will depend on whether sufficient money is in place to fund the staffing and operations of the Extraordinary Chambers for the trials for a sustained period of time.  He says that condition will be met once pledges have been made for the Chambers’ three years of operations and once actual contributions for its first year have been received.

**Somalia
The UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland is in Hargeisa, Somalia today, where he met with Somaliland officials to discuss the humanitarian situation in that flood and drought prone area.

The cumulative effect of four years of poor rainfall in the Sool Plateau and surrounding areas in Somaliland and Puntland has caused massive livestock losses among farmers, who make up the economic backbone of the area.

While in Hargeisa, Egeland visited sites where the United Nations is assisting internally displaced persons and recently returned refugees.

**SG Video Message –- Landmines
In the five years since the Mine-Ban Treaty came into force, the number of new victims has decreased each year, trade in such weapons has nearly halted, and millions of stockpiled mines have been destroyed.

Those remarks were part of the Secretary-General’s video message to the Nairobi Summit for a Mine-Free World, on its last day.

He went on to say, however, that much more remains to be done.  The international community needs to persuade more States, including some of the world’s largest, to join the treaty, and to do more to help landmine victims rebuild their lives.  We have the full text of that message available upstairs.

**SG Message –- Disabled Persons
On disabled persons, no society can claim to be based on justice and equality if persons with disabilities are not making decisions as full-fledged members.  Those remarks are part of the Secretary-General’s message for today, the International Day of Disabled Persons.  We have the full text upstairs.

**SG Message –- Volunteer Day
Sunday is International Volunteer Day.  And to mark that occasion, the Secretary-General has issued a message, declaring that volunteerism can help the world move decisively towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  We have that text upstairs.

**Week Ahead at United Nations
And we also have upstairs the Week to help you with your coverage of the UN next week.

That’s all I have.  Yes, Adam?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, I have two questions.  First, can you update us on the investigation of Dileep Nair?

Spokesman:  Well, I think I told you that a meeting did take place this week on Wednesday, I believe, between Catherine Bertini, the Under-Secretary-General for Management, and several other Secretariat staff and the leadership of the Staff Council.  In that meeting, the Staff Council members complained that they had not been consulted in Mrs. Bertini’s review of the complaints lodged by the Council against the Office of Internal Oversight Services.  Mrs. Bertini explained that she had not interviewed anyone in that connection.  She had based herself on the resolution adopted by the Staff Council which laid out their complaints.

She did say, though, that if they have additional information to submit to her, she’d be happy to look at that.  And that if she thinks that this additional information warrants re-opening her look at this matter, she would.

Question:  My second question is, the Secretary-General has said that he stayed out of his son’s business.  As CEO of the United Nations, shouldn’t he have known about these payments that lasted through this year?  And isn’t he ultimately responsible for his son’s behaviour in this sense when he deals with the United Nations?

Spokesman:  Well, I am not sure the CEO analogy is correct.  And when you say that he should have had some knowledge of this as a United Nations matter, I think I’ve reported to you repeatedly that in our judgement based, on an internal investigation, there was no link between Kojo Annan’s employment in Cotecna and the awarding of a contract to Cotecna.  But, of course, the final judgement is up to Paul Volcker.  Finally, I guess, -- you say shouldn’t he know what his son is doing? I think Kojo Annan is now 31 years old living a continent away.  He was a full adult when these matters happened.  It was in the second year, I guess, of the Secretary-General’s first term as Secretary-General.  It doesn’t seem to me too surprising that the Secretary-General didn’t have every detail of his son’s employment activities.

Question:  But shouldn’t he..., my question is shouldn’t he have known, though?  Wasn’t it his responsibility to know about this?

Spokesman:  As a father?  I don’t… (Interrupted).

Question:  As, again, I like the CEO.  He is the head of this Organization.

Spokesman:  No.  I can only repeat what I said.  When there was a press allegation of conflict of interest because of Kojo Annan’s connection to this company, the Secretary-General did what I would consider a responsible thing by asking his Under-Secretary-General for Management to look into it.  He did look into it.  He interviewed everyone involved in the contract awarding process.  And he said none of these people were even aware that Kojo Annan had any link to Cotecna.  And in fact, some of them weren’t even aware that there was such a person as Kojo Annan.

So, from our point of view, we saw no link.  So, I think as the Chief Administrative Officer of this Organization, I think he reacted responsibly.  As these allegations… (Interrupted).

Question:  What’s the date that he asked his Under-Secretary to look into this?

Spokesman:  I believe the date of the internal memorandum from the Under-Secretary-General for Management at that time, Joseph Connor, was late 
January 1999.

Question:  Fred, how come that document and that investigation failed to reveal the no-compete agreement?  There was an investigation of Kojo Annan’s links to Cotecna at that point and with all the dates about when he was a consultant and when he wasn’t a consultant.  So, who failed to provide the information to Joe Connor about the no-compete agreement?

Spokesman:  If this were January 1999, -- I don’t even know what the date of that no-compete agreement was.  As far as...(Interrupted).

Question:  According to the UN, the agreement for him to leave the company was December 1998.  So, presumably, the non-compete agreement was part of the agreement to leave the company.

Spokesman:  I don’t have the details of who in Cotecna Joseph Connor might have contacted.  But, if there is any suspicion of wrong-doing in this case in connection with “oil-for-food”, then it’s for Mr. Volcker to investigate.  So, this is a question that perhaps Mr. Volcker is looking into.  But, I don’t know the answer.

Question:  I have another question relating to Kojo Annan.  You say, at the time, the father said he didn’t know what the son was doing, but Kofi told us the other day that he had spoken to his son -- now.  So presumably now he knows what he’s doing, because he’s had time to ask him in the middle of all these allegations.  Are you aware, or is Mr. Annan aware, of Kojo Annan making any money at all from oil trading as opposed to his Cotecna link?  From oil trading under the oil-for-food programme?

Spokesman:  I’m not aware of that matter having ever coming up in conversations between them.  I mean, why do you raise it?  There’s been no allegation.

Question:  Because Kojo Annan has a business relationship with somebody who did –- one of his companies -- did have oil-for-food business.  So the question is, was Kojo Annan paid anything, did he have any kind of business relationship in relation to the oil-for-food that his business partner was doing?

Spokesman:  If this is linked to oil-for-food, then let Mr. Volker look into it.  I don’t think what the Secretary-General might have said, or not said, to his son on this matter is relevant.  What’s relevant is what is the evidence and what is Mr. Volker’s evaluation of that evidence.

Question:  But we’re assuming that Kojo would tell his father the truth.  We’ve already had a problem of what does the father know and when did he know it in relation to Cotecna.  So I’m asking you now…

Spokesman:  Who knew what, when, is for Mr. Volker to look into and make judgements on.  I don’t want to pre-empt what he is going to say or find.  Yes, Jonathan?

Question:  Fred, I beg to differ on that position and that’s fine, but I think for the sake of transparency, I think that James’ question is perfectly valid.  Can we get a sense of what Kofi knows about his son’s potential or possible involvement with oil purchasing under the oil-for-food programme.  Why does that have to be a question that we have to pose for Volker?  Kofi Annan is the leader of this Organization and he’s our Secretary-General.

Spokesman:  No, you’re trying to pin your Secretary-General to oil-for-food and the scandal, and if that’s what you’re trying to do, then I’m afraid I’m going to have to defer to Mr. Volker’s investigation.

Question:  Another question here -- the Dileep Nair issue.  You’ve mentioned before what you think the Secretary-General’s position is.  Can you clarify what his position is now in terms of Dileep Nair…(Inaudible)?

Spokesman:  You weren’t here, but I’ve nothing to add, to what I said, at the beginning.  I already took a question on that.

Question:  You did say at the beginning Fred that Catherine Bertini was willing to reopen the inquiry if the Staff Committee submitted evidence that she felt warranted a new inquiry.  So that is new, we haven’t heard that before.

Spokesman:  But I’ve already said that.

Question:  But you just said you said nothing new at the beginning.

Spokesman:  I have nothing to add to what I said at the beginning.  And it’s up to you to judge if there’s anything newsworthy in what I say.  I don’t prejudge that.  Yes?

Question:  Another angle of the Kojo story.  Did the Secretary-General know that his son was lobbying in the United Nations for Cotecna or the United Nations meetings and summits, both here and in Africa?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  He may well have had a general sense of what kinds of things that his son was doing at that time, particularly if it intercepted with the Secretary-General’s own attendance at an international meeting.  But I can’t say specifically he knew about any particular activity that Kojo Annan…(Interrupted).

Question:  His son was here lobbying -- working -- for another company.  Wouldn’t that be something that you would look into?  Is it thoroughly appropriate to think or believe that his son was lobbying for whatever firm?

Spokesman:  Well, I’m not sure that lobbying is a correct characterization of what his son was doing.  But whatever Kojo Annan’s relationship to Cotecna was, if it had a link to the United Nations and oil-for-food, then it’s for Volker to investigate.  If it did not have a link, then it’s not a United Nations matter, and I have nothing to say about it.

Question:  The leader of this Organization having his son lobbying -– or I don’t know how you want to describe it -- or the company he was working for using his name and his father’s name to pursue his own business.  That has nothing to do with oil-for-food?

Spokesman:  You’re making allegations now.

Question:  I’d just like to know whether the Secretary-General believes it is thoroughly appropriate for him to have his son in the building making contacts, using his name for business that’s for a private European company.

Spokesman:  As far as we know, nothing Kojo Annan did for Cotecna was illegal.  I think I can make it as simple as that.

Question:  My question is whether the Secretary-General believed or knew that his son was working here, using his name.

Spokesman:  First of all, I don’t know that the things that you’re saying, that have been reported in the media, are accurate.

Question:  Then why don’t you find out?  There are published memoranda in which (inaudible), about lobbying efforts by Kofi Annan’s son in the margin of the meetings that Kofi was attending.

Spokesman:  We have no reason to believe that anything he was doing was wrong.

There are three of you trying to talk.  Who wants to go first?

Question:  I just want to emphasize Ricardo’s wasn’t the legality of it.  The question was whether the father was aware of the lobbying that was being undertaken by his son in the margins of meetings.

Spokesman:  Well, first of all, he’s alleging lobbying.  I don’t know if that’s true.  He’s alleging activities in this building.  I don’t know that that’s true.   From what we know --

Question:  I’m just basing my comment or question on what’s been published.  How would you characterize Kojo Annan’s job?

Spokesman:  I’ve already characterized it.  We’re not aware that anything Kojo Annan did for Cotecna was illegal or improper.  That’s our perception.

Question:  It’s a totally different issue.

Spokesman:  Then I don’t understand the point of your question.

Question:  Are there any United Nations staff rules that prevent close relatives of United Nations officials from taking jobs such as lobbying for, lobbying on behalf of United Nations contractors?  Are there any staff rules that would prevent your son or brother taking a job like that to lobby other people?

Spokesman:  I will look into that and get right back to you after the briefing.

Question:  Is any of what we’re discussing here, of Kojo having done some lobbying or however we’re going to phrase this, did that enter into the internal memorandum, was that something looked into when Mr. Connor was investigating the possible connection between Kojo and the Cotecna company?

Spokesman:  No, no.  The allegation at that time was that there was a conflict of interest in connection specifically with the Cotecna contract.  That was the allegation of the time, and that’s what we looked into at the time.

Question:  Did Kojo’s lobbying or discussion with officials at the United Nations back in the late 1990s, was that something that was looked into as part of that internal investigation?

Spokesman:  Do you know for a fact that he was here lobbying officials in this building or --

Question:  -- (inaudible) to a Senate Committee that says he was.

Spokesman:  That’s the document I have not seen.  I’m sorry.

Question:  Perhaps you or the Secretary-General ought to ask his son what exactly was going on because you’re the Spokesman, you could find out from the Secretary-General whether that’s true.  In fact, could you please find out whether it was true that the son was here in those meetings in the published memo?  It would be good for us to know, from the UN’s point of view,…(Interrupted by another correspondent).

Another Correspondent:  Maybe Cotecna is lying again.  It would probably be in the Secretary-General’s interest to set the record straight.

Spokesman:  I will ask him your question for you James.

Question:  Fred, the African Group has sent a letter to the Secretary-General expressing supporting; calling these reports bias, lack of objectivity, and calling them propaganda.  What is the Secretary-General’s position on these recent reports regarding his son and the question of his connection to bids and deals here at the United Nations?

Spokesman:  For him there’s only one relevant question, whether there is any improper link to the Cotecna contract and he’s awaiting Volker’s reaction on that.

Question:  But doesn’t he have a view?  He’s been all over the media.  What is his view of these reports?  Is he upset about them?

Spokesman:  First of all, he’s focused on the business before him, which is not his son or oil-for-food; right now it’s the High-level Panel’s report.  Second, his relations to his son are a private matter, and we would like, at least, to try to reserve as much of that privacy as we can.  Third, to the extent that there might be any link to United Nations business of the son’s activities, we’re going to leave that to Mr. Volker to decide.

Question:  Fred, when you say that the Secretary-General’s relationship with his son is a private matter, it is a matter of public concern whether he received any money from his son.  Could you ask him to clarify that he doesn’t receive any money from his son.  That would be helpful for us.

Spokesman:  That the Secretary-General receives money from his son?  

Question:  Do you know that he doesn’t?

Spokesman:  Any question in this room is legitimate.  I’ll ask for you and see how much of an allowance the Secretary-General might have gotten from his son.

Question:  Can you share any information from the meeting with Danforth this morning, what the Secretary-General and Ambassador Danforth discussed?  Do you have any comment on Danforth’s resignation?

Spokesman:  My understanding was that it was a private meeting.  I don’t think there will be any readout of that meeting.  I don’t have a reaction [to his resignation] just yet.  We most likely will have a formal reaction to his resignation.

Question:  Aren’t a lot of these allegations that we’re hearing the responsibility of Joe Connor, who was supposed to have carried out the investigation for the Secretary-General and the United Nations?

Spokesman:  Well, the Connor investigation was merely to look into one specific allegation that came out of one newspaper.  And I’ve reported to you what the result was.  But now that there is an ongoing question about this, it’s been turned over to Volker.  Everybody wants to know what Volker’s conclusions are in this matter.  I can’t prejudge, and we can’t hurry him.  He’s going to take his time to come to his conclusions.  We’re just going to have to be patient.

Question:  (inaudible) [Has the Secretary-General been interviewed by Volcker?]

Spokesman:  Let me answer you quickly, but someone behind you has been trying to ask me a question for some time.  They have met on several occasions.  I’m not sure I would describe that as an interview, but they have met on a number of occasions and have had in-depth discussions.

Question:  When is the Dileep Nair investigation being reopened?  It was supposed to be very thorough and absolutely 100 per cent.  But it obviously wasn’t very thorough therefore -- (inaudible) -- cast a shadow over any of these internal investigations including the Connor one that we’ve just been talking about which perhaps wasn’t thorough at all, because that’s gone over to Volker?

Spokesman:  Please, don’t start blowing things out of proportion.  In this case, the Staff Union adopted, or the Staff Council adopted, a resolution alleging certain things about the Office of Internal Oversight Services.  The management arm of the United Nations, because the specific allegations had to do with hiring practices, the managing department, which includes the personnel department, took a look at a number of cases of hiring by OIOS, including the one specific case mentioned in the Staff Council resolution.  And they found that the hiring rules had been followed in every case.

Now, the Staff Council said you didn’t consult us.  We have more to tell you.  So, we’re saying okay.  Give us the additional information you have.  We’ll take a look at it.  And if we think that requires a further look into this matter, we will.

Question:  (inaudible) something that’s called thorough doesn’t even ask during the investigation for further evidence or complete evidence or complete allegations.  I don’t understand how the conclusion can be that it was thorough.

Spokesman:  A Staff Union resolution laid out certain things.  We looked into those things.  I don’t see why we should go beyond that.

Question:  You said it was a thorough investigation.  But what sort of investigation --

Spokesman:  I didn’t -- He said it wasn’t a thorough investigation.

Question:  We were all under the impression, and certainly maybe we misinterpreted what had transpired, but I recall, actually I think, hearing from you at one of the briefings that there had been a thorough investigation into Dileep Nair and then the findings came out the way that they came out.  Was there in fact a through investigation done?  What sort of investigation really was done?

Spokesman:  I already described to you what it was, Jonathan.  On the matter of hiring practices, we looked into not only the case that they specified in their resolution, we looked at a number of cases.  Was there any pattern or any single incidence of hiring by OIOS that was not according to staff rules and regulations?  And the answer was that there was none.

There was in addition an unsigned letter alleging sexual misconduct.  But on the basis of an unsigned letter, with no named witness, there was nothing to investigate.  So in that case, the Department of Management placed that aside and said there was nothing to investigate in this case.

Question: So if I can understand right, the people named in that unsigned letter were interviewed in the internal investigation.  Because there were several people named in that unsigned letter, wasn’t there?

Spokesman: I did not see that letter myself, so I’d have to ask the Department of Management that question.

Question: I have a question on another subject.  It’s an in-house question really.  But it’s a question of how the e-mail system works.  When you send out -- this petition on behalf of the Secretary-General went as a broadcast I believe to all the United Nations staff.  Who has permission to send e-mails?  Can anybody send an e-mail to all United Nations staff, or do you have to be at a certain level to do that?

Spokesman:  I was told, because someone asked us that question yesterday, that the people who control that web site, or that facility, say that with signatures of 70 or more they would consider putting a message on the web site.  I don’t know how they arrived at the number 70, but that’s the policy they followed.

Question:  Is that what happened in this case?

Spokesman:  That’s what I was told happened, but I’ll double check that for you, but that’s what I was told happened.

Question:  Fred, has the UN set up or planning to do any communication strategy to deal with these series of crises of public relations?  Issues it’s been facing in the past months?  It seems to me that the UN does a very poor job in terms of defending itself.  Do you know of any strategy to deal with this?

Spokesman:  We do have a Communications Director, who is also the Speechwriter on the Secretary-General’s staff.  And the head of the Information Department has “communications” in his title.  So, he is now the [Under-Secretary-General for] Communications and Information.  Those two elements of the Secretariat do try to work together to get out our message.  It’s not quite as sophisticated as you might have in the PR arm of a political campaign.  So maybe we’re not very good at fighting back.  I guess we hope that eventually the facts will speak for themselves.

So, we’re going through a rough patch.  We hope that in the case of oil-for-food, once the facts are established by Volcker, it will be easier to have a reasoned discussion of these issues and possibly a lessons learned exercise.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General still have confidence in Mr. Shashi Tharoor and Mr. Mortimer?

Spokesman:  Yes.  I think he has full confidence in both.  Yes, Jonathan?

Question:  I have a totally different question, not oil-for-food related.  How receptive have people been -- officials and people who Kofi Annan has been talking to about the reform, the Panel’s findings and the proposals of reforming the UN?

Spokesman:  I think it’s a little too early to say.  We’ve basically seen press reports indicating positive response, both in terms of the kinds of specialized journalists who follow this issue and some reported comments by some government officials.  We’ll get a better sense when the Secretary-General starts meeting with regional groups here to get their reactions to the report and to discuss his framework for getting it implemented.

Finished?  Djibril, would like to come up?

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

The General Assembly, yesterday afternoon, deferred a decision on the most controversial question before the Sixth Committee, the elaboration of a convention on human reproductive cloning.  The decision to establish a working group to meet in February to finalize the text of a United Nations Declaration on Human Cloning would be taken once the Fifth Committee -- the Fifth Committee being the Committee dealing with Administrative and Financial matters -- once that Committee considered the programme budget implications.

The basis for discussions in the working group would be a proposal by Italy to have the Assembly declare that States should prohibit any attempts to create human life through cloning.

As you so know, a draft decision in the report on an international convention against the reproductive cloning of human beings in document A/59/516 was approved without a vote on 19 November when Italy introduced a draft resolution containing a proposal for a UN declaration on human cloning rather than continuing work on opposite approaches to elaborating a convention on the matter.  Based on the Committee Chairman’s proposal, the decision was approved to establish a working group, which will use the Italian proposal to finalize the text of a declaration and present it to the Committee during the current session.

By the decision in the report, the Assembly would take note of the decision for the working group to meet on 14, 15 and 18 February, with the Committee meeting on the afternoon of the final day to consider and take action on the Working Group’s report.  The Working Group would be open to all States, as well as pertinent others, with the Committee Chairman chairing the Working Group and the Bureau serving as Friends of the Chairman.  This decision, as I mentioned earlier, will wait for a review of the financial implications by the Fifth Committee.

The decision was the only one to be deferred; otherwise, 24 resolutions were adopted without a vote, including texts on two new legal instruments.  The General Assembly also acted on four of its own agenda items.

Regarding the items on its own agenda, the Assembly acted on resolutions concerning the Andean Zone of Peace; public administration and development; assistance to the Palestinian people; and a report of the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization –- “A fair Globalization:  Creating Opportunities for All”.  All were adopted without a vote.

The resolutions in the Legal Committee’s 19 reports covered a range of topics.  Among those topics widely debated was a resolution on the International Criminal Court.  The Assembly decided to consider directly in its plenary any report submitted by the International Criminal Court under its Relationship Agreement with the United Nations in the same manner that the plenary considers reports by the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

Back to this morning, the General Assembly discussed and took action on the report of the First Committee –- again, as a reminder, the First Committee deals with Disarmament and International Security.  All the resolutions put forth in the report were adopted.  For those where the Member States voted you will find the voting sheets in the rack upstairs.

Coming back to the High-Level Panel, the President will organize a briefing on the High Panel for Member States next week on 8 December.  And again, this is an indication of the Presidency of the General Assembly working closely with the Secretariat, because the Secretariat will be invited to come and make a presentation to the Member States.  The level of that presentation is still to be determined.  The meeting will be in the afternoon of the 8th and will be open to all Member States, but it is a closed meeting to the media.

The day after, I mentioned this to you earlier, we will bring the President of the General Assembly to brief correspondents accredited to the United Nations at 12:30 in room 226.

Again, on the radar screen of the General Assembly is the draft resolution on Modalities, Format and Organization of the High-Level plenary meeting of the sixtieth session of the General Assembly.  And the President will seek feedback from Member States on 9 December on that drat resolution with the idea being that if all goes well, the resolution should be adopted by mid-December.

The Second Committee this afternoon will discuss poverty eradication and other development issues, strengthening the coordination of UN humanitarian and disaster relief assistance, sustainable development and globalization and interdependence.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

Yes, go ahead please.

Questions and Answers
Question:  Since the 8 December meeting in the afternoon is going to be closed to the press, can we get just basically a schedule for the meeting?  A list of all the speakers and kind of like a detailed description of how the meeting will be undertaken?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Oh, no, it’s an informal consultation among Member States.  So, there is no pre-determined list of speakers, per se.  It’s a closed meeting, but again, just to stay on the news, immediately after, we will have the President come and talk to you here on the early perspectives of the General Assembly on the High-Level Panel.

Okay?  Thank you.

* *** *
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