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Africa committed to environmental conservation under NEPAD: Wade 

      DATELINE: NAIROBI, Jan 5 

      BODY: 

      Africa is committed to environmental conservation under its New Partnership for Africa's Development

      (NEPAD), a plan designed to boost economic growth, Senegal's President Abdoulaye Wade said Wednesday. 

      "NEPAD is determined to fully implement all plans of actions that are aimed at making the environment more

      sustainable for people in Africa," Wade told more than 100 environment ministers, experts and other

      delegates attending the 4th Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi. 

      "NEPAD is also determined to combat drought in Africa and the rising water along its coastlines, mainly in the

      west Africa countries of Gabon, Morocco, Togo, Gambia," he said. Wade said NEPAD would give Africa an

      opportunity to reverse environmental degradation and warned against too much reliance by African countries

      on aid and loans from donor countries and international financial institutions. 

      "Neither aid nor loans have helped us. I have never seen a country develop on aid and loans," he added. 

      Wade also warned that many people in Africa, including some of its leaders, do not understand the NEPAD. 

      "I am not satisfied with the level of understanding of NEPAD in Africa. University students and some of my

      colleagues do not understand it," Wade told a press conference on the sidelines of UNEP's ministerial

      Governing Council session. 

      "We have to do a lot in explaining what NEPAD stands for," Wade added, pointing out that the initiative has

      developed a clear vision on what it will seek to achieve. 

      "We have invited G8 countries (group of eight industrialized nations) and they have accepted, and the

      private sector to come and join us in developing Africa," Wade said. 

      He said a series of summits this month between Africa and France, Africa and Europe, and Africa and the

      G-8 will determine the implementation process of NEPAD. 

      "Africa can be a big market of 700 million people, if it accepts the challenges of globalization," he said. 

      Wade was invited as one of NEPAD's architects to explain its policy on environment to the ministers'

      conference. 

      NEPAD aims at developing the world's poorest continent through massive injection of investment and places

      much emphasis on good governance and democracy. 

      str/lto/nb

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Wednesday, 5 February, 2003, 19:15 GMT 

               Alien species 'cost Africa  billions'

               Water hyacinth forms vast green mats

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent in Nairobi 

               Plants and animals introduced from other continents are  placing a huge burden on Africa, conservationists say. 

               They put the cost of the damage caused by alien  species in African wetlands at billions of dollars every  year. 

               While there are ways of  controlling the invaders, complete eradication is seldom possible. 

               And even the exploitation of useful species will not itself be enough to control them. 

               The gravity of the threat is described in a report by  IUCN, the World Conservation Union, entitled Alien Invasive Species in Africa's Wetlands. 

               It was published with the Ramsar Wetlands Convention  and the Global Invasive Species Programme, and launched here during the annual meeting of the  governing council of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). 

               Water menace 

               The report says the continent's wetlands are increasingly recognised as important for both humans and wildlife. 

               The alien species, which also include micro-organisms,  have been introduced intentionally or by chance. 

               They arrive without their  native controls, like  predators, parasites and  competitors. 

               One of the best-known is the water hyacinth, a native of the Amazon basin brought to Africa as

               an ornamental plant. 

               It has now spread to most  of the continent's lakes  and rivers, and can form  huge mats of floating

               vegetation covering thousands of hectares. 

               These deprive life beneath the surface of light and  oxygen, and reduce the  variety of fish species. 

               Disease spread 

               The hyacinth can make fishing impossible and seriously  affect water supplies, shipping and power generation. 

               Able to double its mass in 12 days, it grows faster than  mechanical cutters can clear it. 

               Herbicides do work, but  they endanger other wildlife. The report says  the best option is

               biological control using two beetle species, a moth, a mite and pathogenic fungi.

               Another problem is azolla, the red water fern. Its  floating mats are a haven  for mosquito larvae and for  snails carrying bilharzia,  which infects about 300  million people. 

               A flea beetle and a weevil, both leaf-eating insects,  have worked well in South Africa to clear azolla. 

               Unwelcome fish 

               Other water plants listed in the report are the water lettuce or Nile cabbage, and the water fern, also known  as Kariba weed. 

               An alien that grows on land is the giant sensitive plant,  a prickly shrub named for the way its leaves fold  inwards when the plant is touched. 

              It grows close to water,  developing into thickets which smother other plants  and prevent animals from reaching the water's edge. 

               One highly mobile alien is  the Louisiana crayfish, which destroys native African plants, snails and               crustaceans. It can travel  long distances over land,  and the burrows it digs damage dams and               reservoirs. 

               Even the common carp is unwelcome, the report says. Although it is a valuable food source, it causes many problems because it eats local fish, invertebrates  and vegetation to extinction. 

               Native loss 

               Dr Geoffrey Howard of IUCN told BBC News Online: "We  have hundreds of invasive species in Africa. Often we don't recognise them because we've grown up with them. 

               "They get here in soil, plants, luggage, vehicles, even aircraft." 

               IUCN estimates the cost of the worldwide damage from invasive species at $400bn a year. 

               Dr Klaus Toepfer, executive director of Unep, said they were one of the greatest threats to Africa's wildlife. 

               A study for Unep says the Nile perch, an alien  introduced to Lake Victoria in East Africa, constituted 1%  of the annual catch soon after its introduction in the 1960s. 

               It is now 80% of the catch, and is thought to have helped to drive more than 200 native fish species to extinction.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

Africa loses billions of dollars in alien flora-fauna invasion 

A variety of alien plants and animal organisms introduced in Africa have wreaked havoc in the continent's

      biodiversity, thereby costing it billions of dollars annually, a UN Environment Programme (UNEP) report

      released here Wednesday said. 

      "The annual worldwide economic damage caused by the onslaught of invasive flora and fauna worldwide is

      estimated at around 400 billion dollars," said the report, titled Aliens: Invasive Species In Africa's Wetlands. 

      "The damage caused by alien species to African wetlands also runs into billions of dollars annually, but hard  data is difficult to acquire as the impacts of these species are only just being realized," the report's author Geoffrey Howard told journalists on the sidelines of UNEP Governing Council meeting here. "The problems caused by these foreign plants and animals are big, and will grow gradually if no preventive measures are put  in place," Howard said. 

      The report, compiled by Nature Champions, grouping the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and Global

      Invasion Species Programme (GISP), singled out water hyacinth as the most stubborn plant that has rapidly

      inflicted damage on African biodiversity, like wetlands, lakes, rivers, hydro-electric schemes and irrigation. 

      "This notwithstanding, it is one of the worst aquatic weeds in the world, and has inflicted enormous

      environmental and economic damage on Lake Victoria, among other many places in Africa, and around the

      world," it said. 

      The hyacinth is also threatening to block water turbines at Uganda's Owen falls and other lakes, including

      Zambia's Kariba, and Chivero in Zimbabwe. 

      "Thirty years ago, the Nile Perch, an alien species to the region, was introduced to improve the fisheries of

      East African countries of Kenya Tanzania and Uganda, a UNEP statement pointed out. 

      "The Nile perch is now believed to be behind the extinction of over 200 fish species, which preserved the

      health and equity of the lake," the report added. 

      UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer blamed accidental carelessness and sometimes deliberate

      introduction of exotic organisms in Africa, for its expensive and sometimes destructive impact. 

      "Such forms of life were brought from other continents into Africa in ships' water ballast and hulls, through

      horticulture and pet trades," Toepfer explained. 

      str-lto/nb

___________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

 Alien species cost Africa billions of dollars 

      BODY: 

      by Wang Jingzhong    

      NAIROBI, Feb. 5 (Xinhua) --Africa is under grave threat from invasive alien flora and fauna, and the damage  caused by the invasion runs into billions of dollars per year, said a report released here Wednesday. 

      The report entitled Invasive Alien Species in Africa's Wetlands compiled by the World Conservation Union introduced some existing alien invaders that affect aquatic ecosystems in Africa, and described others that "are on their way". 

      "The damage caused by alien invasive species to African wetlands runs into billions of dollars annually, while  the impacts of these species are only just being realized," Geoffrey Howard, author of the report, told journalists on the sidelines of the Global Ministerial Environment Forum. He said that the economic damage inflicted worldwide by invasive alien species could reach 400 billion dollars per year. 

      Invasive alien species are those that occur outside their natural range and threaten the existence of native

      plants and animals. 

      These aliens can be plants, animals or micro-organisms that are introduced intentionally for economic or

      agricultural purposes, or accidentally, through tourism, travel, or trade. 

      The invasive alien species proliferate very quickly because they do not have competitors, predators,

      parasites and pathogens. 

      The report listed water hyacinth as the world's worst water weed, saying that hyacinth which is originally

      coming from South America has inflicted immense damage on Africa's wetlands, lakes, rivers, hydro-schemes,

      irrigation and water supply systems, fisheries, human welfare, and Africa's biodiversity. 

      The findings of the report have been confirmed by studies of the United Nations Environment Program

      (UNEP). 

      The studies indicated that hyacinth has become a serious pest to Lake Victoria by blocking channels,

      hampering the fishing industry and making surrounding areas more flood prone. 

      It also forms dense mats on the surface and blocking sunlight from other species below, and when it dies, it

      releases toxic compounds into the water. 

      The studies also cited Nile Perch as another evidence. More than 30 years ago, the Nile Perch was

      introduced to improve the fisheries in Lake Victoria. 

      But now, it dominates the lake accounting for 80 percent of the annual fish harvest. As a result, more than

      200 native fish species have become extinct. 

      "Alien species, by damaging freshwaters and other key habitats, have an important economic consequence

      which in turn has consequences for poverty reductions," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

      He noted that action is needed to remove alien species from African waters and to devise better methods of

      controlling them alongside tighter controls on imports. _______________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream 

African wetlands threatened by foreign animal and plant species 

Louisiana crawfish are invading Africa's wetlands along with a number of other foreign plant and animal

      species, an international environmental group said in a report Wednesday. 

      According to IUCN-World Conservation Union, "alien" flora and fauna are wreaking environmental havoc in  Africa, reducing the biodiversity of wetlands by usurping indigenous species - a situation that damages the  continent's fragile economies along with the environment. 

      "The damage caused by alien invasive species to African wetlands runs into the billions of dollars annually,"

      said Geoffrey Howard, who co-wrote the IUCN report. "The impact of these species is only just being

      realized." Consider the Procambarus clarkii, or Louisiana crawfish: brought to Africa years ago to be bred on  aquaculture farms and sold as specialty food, the crustacean, which can walk long distances on land, made it into the wild and is responsible for the disappearance of water lillies and submerged vegetation in eastern  and southern Africa, the report said. 

      The voracious eater is also threatening many species of snails and small fish, and its habit of burrowing can damage dams and reservoirs, the report said. 

      The damage caused by foreign species "has consequences for poverty reduction," in Africa, said Klaus

      Toepfer, the executive director of the Nairobi-based U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP. 

      More than 100 environment minister from around the world are taking part in the 22nd meeting of the UNEP governing council this week in Nairobi. A major theme at the meeting has been how to reconcile the  economic needs of the world's poorer countries, many of which are in Africa, with environmental protection. 

      Alien species migrate in a variety of manners: some, like the crawfish, are brought to foreign locales on

      purpose; others arrive by accident, often in the bilges of ships. 

      Once the foreign species have found a new home, most spread quickly because they have no natural

      predators. 

      Plants can do as much damage as animals. 

      The South American water hyacinth has long been a plague to fisherman and others living and working

      around Lake Victoria, the world's second-largest freshwater lake. 

      The plant, which produces large violet flowers on green pads, spreads quickly - its numbers have been

      known to double in 12 days, the report said. 

      Once established, it can form dense mats on the surface, blocking out sunlight and killing off plant and

      animal life below. Aside from Lake Victoria in central Africa, there are infestations of the plant in Lake Kariba  in Zambia and Lake Chivero in Zimbabwe, IUCN said. 

      In Uganda, a hyacinth infestation is threatening to block the turbines of the Owen Falls Hydroelectric plant, the report said. _____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring International Reports 

February 5, 2003 

Kenya now "full member" of new partnership for Africa's development 

Kenya is now a full member of the New Partnership for Africa's Development, Nepad. 

      Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade, who is Nepad's vice-president, said Kenya has been awarded an

      opportunity to sit in the important crucial committee due to its ability to stimulate development in the

      continent. 

      In his speech to the UN Environmental Programme, UNEP's 22nd governing council forum in Gigiri, Nairobi,

      President Wade said, Nepad is keen on constructing more universities in Africa, to end the persistent

      brain-drain problem. He said most African countries have been negatively affected by financial aid from

      developed countries and that Nepad would ensure the continent finds local solutions for its problems... 

      Source: KBC radio, Nairobi, in English 1000 gmt 5 Feb 03 

      /) BBC Monitoring ___________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UNEP Looks at Making Green "Cool"

2 hours, 37 minutes ago  Add World - OneWorld.net to My Yahoo! 

NAIROBI, Kenya, February 5, 2003 (ENS) - Hoping to make sustainable living more "cool," the United Nations (news - web sites) Environment Programme is launching a new initiative aimed at improving the image of environmentally friendly lifestyle choices. The plan, devised with the help of social scientists, was announced Tuesday at the agency's weeklong Governing Council meeting in Nairobi. 

Many audiences are turned off by the judgmental tone of traditional messages about the environment, UNEP Executive-Director Klaus Toepfer told environmental ministers. Officials attending the meeting are discussing a variety of related issues, including ways that governments, industry and the public can promote sustainable consumption patterns. 

"People are simply not listening, so we need to make sustainable lifestyles fashionable and 'cool,' as the young people might say," Toepfer said. "Messages from governments, exhorting people to drive their cars less or admonishing them for buying products that cause environmental damage, appear not to be working." 

Studies suggest that just five percent of the public in northern hemisphere countries are embracing so called sustainable lifestyles and sustainable consumerism. 

Toepfer said experts have concluded that the traditional messages from governments and green groups urging the public to adopt environmentally friendly lifestyles and purchasing habitats need to be overhauled. Many of these messages are too "guilt laden," he said, and instead of "turning people on" to the environment, are switching them off. 

In a pioneering move, UNEP has enlisted psychologists and behaviorists to help market "cool" lifestyles as a way of selling clean and green products. 

The partnership with social scientists and behaviorists is being carried out under UNEP's Sustainable Consumption Programme and Life Cycle Initiative, which is looking at a wide range of issues, from labeling to eco-friendly product design, to promote more environment friendly consumption. 

The new program compliments initiatives, some of which are being orchestrated by UNEP, to develop a network of cleaner production centers across the globe to help reduce polluting manufacturing processes. 

More than 50 young people from across the globe underlined the importance of promoting sustainable lifestyles in a statement to the environment ministers gathered in Nairobi. "We commit to awareness raising campaigns to lifestyle change at a community level and request governments to further encourage sustainable consumption," the statement read. "We support the UNEP YouthXChange program as an excellent example of work in this field." 

The statement also provides case studies of youth organizations that have made a real difference in achieving sustainable purchasing patterns. For example, Copa Roca, a fashion company in Brazil, has made a successful, profitable business by making clothes out of recycled fabrics. 

UNEP experts also cited campaigns by KIA, the Korean car manufacturer, and the European detergent industry, as two examples of selling positive, environmentally friendly consumerism and lifestyles. 

KIA has a campaign in the United Kingdom which urges people not to use cars for short journeys, only long distance ones. It provides a mountain bike with every new car purchased and helps organize "walking buses." These create networks of parents who assist in escorting children to school on foot. 

The European "Wash Right" campaign extols the virtues of low temperature washing by emphasizing the benefits to the clothes, as well as the energy savings achieved. 

"Sustainable consumption is not about consuming less, it is about consuming differently, consuming efficiently, and having an improved quality of life," said Jacqueline Aloisi De Larderel, director of UNEP's division of technology, industry and economics, which is spearheading the new initiative. 

"It also means sharing between the richer and the poorer," she added. "This is not just an issue for so called rich countries. Many rapidly industrializing, developing countries, such as China, are keenly aware of the environmental threats posed by uncontrolled consumerism and the risks of not making products environmentally friendly." 

Larderel said it was no coincidence that the ministerial debate on consumption patterns, scheduled for Thursday, is being led by Zhenhua Xie, the Chinese Environment Minister and Borge Brende, the Norwegian Environment Minister. 

China is one of 52 countries surveyed by UNEP in collaboration with Consumers International. The survey found that many countries are trying to promote sustainable consumption through a variety of measures, including public awareness campaigns and "green taxes" that favor environmentally friendly goods. 

China has factored sustainable consumption into its Law on the Protection of Consumer Rights and Interests. The law's impacts include publicity and educational programs, ecolabeling, certification of environmentally sound products, and 30 percent sales tax reductions for light, less polluting vehicles. 

Bas De Leeuw, coordinator of UNEP's Sustainable Consumption Programme, said UNEP is also working with industry and businesses to make products and services more environmentally friendly way. 

As an example, he cited Kluber, a leading lubricants company based in Munchen, Germany. Kluber has developed a mobile laboratory that visits industries to ensure that their machinery is operating as efficiently as possible. The benefits of this service include reductions in smoke, vibrations and noise pollution. 

In Italy, the detergent supplier Allegrini uses a mobile shop to sell direct to consumers, reducing the need for separate shipping of each item. 

The UNEP initiative is also drawing up green procurement information materials for governments and local authorities in developed and developing countries. Using these materials can help authorities ensure that their tremendous purchasing power is used in an environmentally sound manner. 

"Many developing countries are keen to buy environmentally sound products and services but do not know where to go," noted De Leeuw. "We are developing an information network and Internet service so that if they, say, want to buy environmentally friendly pens or vehicles, they know where to go." 

Stressing that making people feel guilty about their lifestyles and purchasing habits is achieving only limited success, explained Toepfer. "We need to look again at how we enlist the public to reduce pollution and live in ways that cause minimal environmental damage." 

"We also need to make it clear that there are real, personal, benefits to living in harmony with the planet," he added. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Times of India





PRIVATE
UN meet drops brown cloud issue
CHANDRIKA MAGO





NAIROBI: As the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) meeting moved into its ministerial segment on Wednesday, the Indians got some good news. 

http://203.197.64.235/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/www.timesofindia.com/india/index.html/1354311537@Bottom1PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Cliquez ici !"http://203.197.64.235/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/www.timesofindia.com/india/index.html/1354311537@Bottom1With the drafting committee agreeing to drop the Asian brown cloud research issue altogether, the Indian camp was upbeat. Though the decision will be carried forward to the plenary session, officials do not anticipate an overturn as of now.

On Tuesday afternoon, India's opposition to further talks on the hazy brownish layer of pollutants and particles from burning biomass and industrial emissions in Asia won support from Pakistan and Indonesia. The issue then went back to the drafting committee. 

In the meantime, the Indians managed support from the US, China, Egypt, Iran, Morocco, Brazil, Argentina and Mexico. However, with negotiations continuing behind closed doors on many critical issues, it is yet to be seen whether the issue will remain dropped. 

Meanwhile, heated debates continue on issues like post-conflict environmental assessments, environment and cultural diversity, UNEP's expanding role, funding and membership. 

Referring to the Iraq crisis, South African environment minister and new Commission for Sustainable Development chief Valli Moosa urged that countries which rallied environment protection must call for peace. 

Recent elections in Kenya generated much elation in the morning. Kenyan vice-president Michael Wamalwa Kijana said Kenya had been "waiting for a long time to breathe freely.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Brazil environment minister seeks GMO ruling delay

  RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil - Brazil's new Environment Minister Marina Silva yesterday asked the federal advocate general to suspend a

  ruling due on Feb. 14 on genetically modified organisms (GMOs). 

  The ruling concerns a request by the previous government of President Fernando Henrique Cardoso that an environmental impact study

  was an unnecessary precondition for legalizing the commercial production of GM food. 

  In a statement, the Environment Ministry said that the new government of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, which took office on Jan. 1,

  needed more time to re-examine the issue. 

  In addition, the National Environmental Council, which controls GMO licensing, decided in June 2002 that it was up to the Environment

  Ministry to implement the measures. 

  Brazil is one of the few major agricultural producers that still bans the sale of GM seeds and foodstuffs. 

  Bioscience seed companies like Monsanto (MON.N) have been trying for years to persuade Brazil to authorize commercial GM crops.

  Monsanto is seeking approval for its Roundup Ready soybeans that need less herbicide protection and allow farmers to make

  considerable cost savings. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Toxic Chemical Study Sounds Warning for Children 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, February 4, 2003 (ENS) - The most extensive study of

                      the toxic chemicals to which Americans are exposed has found encouraging

                      evidence that levels of lead, pesticides and tobacco related chemicals have

                      declined over the past decade. But the report, released last week by the U.S.

                      Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, offered worrying evidence that

                      children are more exposed than adults to a range of toxic chemicals. 

                      The report is the largest and most detailed study of the U.S. population's

                      exposure to environmental chemicals. It analyzes exposure information for 116

                      environmental chemicals, more than four times as many as the previous study

                      by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), published in

                      2001, which looked at exposures to just 27 substances. 

                      Many of the toxic substances reviewed in the study are already restricted or banned, but remain

                      environmental and health problems, such as PCBs - now banned from most U.S. uses. (Photo courtesy U.S. Geological Survey)

                      The CDC is an advisory agency, not a regulatory one, and its officials stressed that the primary benefit of the report is as a baseline for future studies. 

                      "In order to make sound public health decisions that help us correctly identify and prevent health problems, we must have reliable information about exposure to environmental chemicals," said Dr. David Fleming, deputy director for science for the CDC. "That's the purpose of the National Exposure Report ... and this second report is a quantum leap forward in providing objective, scientific information about what's getting into people's bodies and

                      how much is getting in." 

                      "We do not have new health effects information coming out from this report," added Dr. Richard Jackson, director of CDC's National Center for Environmental Health. "It would not be possible to say that we have a new understanding of health effects from exposure to chemicals. [But] this kind of information is what moves the science forward to answer those health effect questions, and by finding out what are in people and what levels are typical in the population, we're moving a lot of studies forward that will give us that  information much faster." 

                      But CDC officials are clearly concerned about the report's findings with regards to children's exposure to nicotine related chemicals such as cotinine. 

                      Cotinine is a major metabolite of nicotine and regarded as the best biomarker  in active smokers and in nonsmokers exposed to secondhand smoke, also known as environmental tobacco smoke. 

                                                      Children showed far higher blood levels of a biomarker for cigarette                                                      smoke exposure - twice as high as non-smoking adults. (Photo by Adam Hart-Davis/DHD Photo Gallery)

                                                      Cotinine levels for nonsmoking adults fell 75 percent, but decreased just 58 percent for children and 55 percent for adolescents. Children had cotinine levels that were more than twice as high as levels in adults, and non-Hispanic blacks had more than twice the levels of either                                                      Mexican Americans or non-Hispanic whites. 

                      CDC officials said the overall declines in exposure level support the effectiveness of public health efforts, but added that these efforts have focused on adults at work or in restaurants. Further efforts to reduce exposure  to children, adolescents and non-Hispanic blacks are warranted, Jackson said.

                      "One third of all of our cancers are from tobacco," Jackson explained. "It's one of the big killers in America and more than half of our kids still have environmental tobacco smoke exposure when environmental tobacco smoke is known to be associated with sudden infant death syndrome, with ear infections, respiratory infections and the rest." 

                      "If we had to pick something to really go after, that would be one that I would really argue is an extraordinarily high priority and something people can actually do something about," he said. 

                      The Second National Report on Human Exposure to Environmental Chemicals cost the federal government some $6.5 million over two years. It analyzes blood and urine samples that were collected from some 2,500 participants who  are part of the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey. The participants represent a cross section of the U.S. population for the years 1999 and 2000. 

                      Children, with their developing bodies and brains, are far more vulnerable to ingested toxins than adults. (Photo courtesy National Center for Lead-Safe Housing)

                      "It is an immense data set," said Jackson, adding that CDC plans to continue issuing the                      report every two years and to further expand the chemicals covered. 

                      A total of 89 of the 116 tested chemicals were found to be present in at least some study                      participants, but CDC officials cautioned that just the presence of a chemical does not indicate a threat to human health. Risk assessments for many of these chemicals are not know for humans, but this study provides a vital tool for scientists to determine how dangerous some of the chemicals are to human health. 

                      The report found that levels of chlorpyrifos, an organophosphate that has been used widely in the United States, are about twice as high in children as those found in adults. Retail sales of chlorpyrifos for residential use were stopped in December 2001 and with this report, scientists now have a baseline for measuring the effectiveness of this restriction. 

                      The scope of the report will also allow scientists and researchers to watch for trends in different age groups, minorities and genders. So far, the researchers have learned, for example, that Mexican Americans have three times the  exposure levels to DDE, a major metabolite of the insecticide DDT, which was banned in the United States in 1973. 

Flaking paint from older buildings may contain lead. Exposure to lead can cause permanent brain damage,                                                       particularly in children. (Photo courtesy Medical University of South Carolina)

                                                       For lead, a toxic substance that researchers already                                      know a great deal about what  exposure levels are harmful, the report's findings are                                                 encouraging. Blood lead levels in children continued to decline, the study shows. 

                                                       For 1999-2000, the researchers found that 2.2 percent of children aged 1-5 years had blood lead levels greater than or equal to 10 micrograms per deciliter, which is the CDC's definition of an elevated lead level. This figure is down from 4.4 percent for the period 1991-1994. 

                      CDC officials said the continued decline of lead exposure among children in the general population is a public health success story, but warned that lead  exposure is still a serious public health threat. 

                      "Exposure of children to lead from homes containing lead based paint and  lead contaminated dust remains a serious public health problem," said Dr. Jim Pirkle, deputy director for science at CDC's environmental health laboratory.  "CDC and other federal partners will continue important lead poisoning prevention programs targeting interventions to eliminate this entirely preventable disease among exposed children throughout the nation." 

                      Coal burning power plants produce large amounts of mercury and PCBs, known developmental

                      toxins. (Photo by Carole Swinehart,  courtesy Michigan Sea Extension)

                      Industry groups, including pesticide manufacturers and environmentalists, welcomed  the CDC's report, although with differing conclusions. 

                      "The pesticide data contained in the report indicates that the American public can be assured that the regulatory safeguards for pesticides that are in place are very tough are working as they are intended," said Jay Vroom, president of CropLife America, a pesticide manufacturers lobbying                      organization. "Americans can be confident about the safety of our food supply and the public health protections made possible by pesticides." 

                      Dr. John Balbus, director of the environmental health program at Environment  Defense, said the report is further proof "that children are more exposed to a wide variety of chemicals, from pesticides and passive tobacco smoke to pthalates." 

                      Balbus praised the study for providing the depth of information needed to  determine who is most at risk and what action is needed to prevent exposures.

                                            Exhaust from diesel buses and other vehicles contains polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), which some  studies have linked to increased risk of certain cancers.                                           Photo courtesy EPA

                                            "This country spends $1.4 trillion every year on health costs," he said. "We don't know exactly what proportion of those costs are due to environmental exposures, but we do                      know that health costs related to these exposures are unnecessary and can be prevented. This report is an important part of the small investment made to prevent illness." 

                      "To the extent that the CDC report ... brings us good news," added Jane Houlihan, vice president of research for the Environmental Working Group (EWG), "it is because the government took action and regulated harmful substances such as PCBs, DDT and lead in paint and gasoline." 

                      Houlihan's organization, in partnership with Mt. Sinai School of Community Medicine and Commonweal, released a report last week that also tracks chemical absorption in humans. But rather than measuring individual  chemicals in multiple individuals, as the CDC did, EWG studied a small group of individuals for a multitude of chemicals. 

                      The EWG report found that its nine subjects showed evidence of exposure to an average of 91 compounds, many of which did not exist 75 years ago. The nine individuals were tested for 210 chemicals, which EWG says is the largest suite of industrial chemicals ever surveyed. 

                      Plastic trash bags and many other common plastic products can contain toxic organochlorines - known to cause developmental and neurological problems. (Photo courtesy Universal Plastic)

                      In total, the nine subjects carried 76 chemicals   linked to cancer. Participants carried a total of 48 PCBs, which were banned in the U.S. in 1976 but are used in other countries, and persist in the                      environment for decades. 

                      "The CDC's work helps us assess exposure levels for each contaminant across the population,"                      Houlihan said. "Our study begins to document the complex reality of the human body burden - what

                      we call the 'pollution in people'." 

                      The CDC's report is available online at: http://www.cdc.gov/exposurereport 

                      The EWG's report can be found at: http://www.ewg.org
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Warming Oceans Linked to Four Year Drought 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      CAMP SPRINGS, Maryland, February 4, 2003 (ENS) - Droughts that spread across the United States, southern Europe and southwest Asia over the past four years may have been linked by a common thread: ocean conditions created by a warming climate. A new study suggests that cold sea surface temperatures in the eastern tropical Pacific and warm sea surface temperatures  in the western tropical Pacific and Indian Oceans worked together to cause widespread drying. 

                      Researchers at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) studying the 1998-2002 droughts discovered the link when they took a closer look at ocean conditions during the same time period. According to lead author Martin Hoerling, a scientist at the NOAA Climate Diagnostics

                      Center in Boulder, Colorado, it was the "perfect ocean for drought." 

                      Drought leaves behind cracked mud near Mobile, Alabama. (Photo courtesy U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,  Mobile District Visual Information)

                      Hoerling and his colleague  Arun Kumar, from the NOAA  Climate Prediction Center in                      Camp Springs, published their  findings in the January 31  issue of the journal "Science."

                      During 1998-2002, a prolonged period of below normal rain and snowfall, and above normal temperatures, caused the United States to experience drought in both the southwest and western states, and along the eastern seaboard.  These droughts also extended across southern Europe and Southwest Asia. 

                      "During the four year period, as little as 50 percent of the average rainfall fell in these regions," said Hoerling. He explained that this was an abrupt change  for the United States from what had been ranked as the wettest decade since at least the 1890s. 

                      Using climate simulations, the scientists assessed how the ocean conditions  over the four year period influenced climate. 

           Iranian Red Crescent refugee camp on the Afghanistan/Iran border is plagued by drought and swept by strong winds. (Photo courtesy IFRC)

         "We used the true monthly varying sea surface temperatures and then, using high speed computers,                                                         ran several climate models more than 50 times and  averaged their responses," Kumar said. "By running them multiple times, we could identify the common, reproducible element of the atmosphere's sensitivity to the ocean." 

                      What the researchers found was that the tropical oceans had a substantial effect on the atmosphere. 

                      "There were unprecedented warm sea surface conditions in the western tropical Pacific, while at the same time, we had three plus consecutive years of cold La Niña conditions in the eastern tropical Pacific," Hoerling said. "Usually, the La Niña conditions would have cooled the whole ocean." 

                      However, he added, the warmth of the western Pacific during 1998-2002  "simply has no precedent in at least the past 150 years." 

                      The Big Sandy River in Wyoming is  at record low flow conditions following several years of drought. (Photo by J. Wheeler, courtesy U.S. Geological Survey)

                      The researchers say that the combination of the warm and cold oceans shifted the tropical rainfall patterns into the far west equatorial Pacific,  leaving the mid-latitudes high  and dry. 

                      What caused the remarkable conditions that occurred in the 1998-2002 period?  The researchers say that while the cold sea surface temperatures were unusual, they were not unprecedented. 

                      But the warmth of the tropical Indian Ocean and the west Pacific Ocean was unsurpassed during the 20th century. 

                                                     Drought shrinks a pond on an Oklahoma farm. (Photo courtesy NOAA)

                                                     "Climate attribution studies find that this warming (roughly one                                  degree Celsius since 1950) is beyond that expected of natural variability and is partly due to                                                 the ocean's response to increased greenhouse gases," they wrote. "What is suggested by the atmospheric modeling results of 1998-2002 is an  increased risk for severe and synchronized drying of the mid latitudes in the future, if these oceanic conditions continue to occur." 

                      Randall Dole, director of the NOAA Climate Diagnostics Center, said the study provides "compelling evidence for the crucial role that the tropical oceans played in producing widespread severe and sustained drought over the period 1998-2002." 

                      Dole said that while the study's primary focus was not to analyze the causes of the warming of the tropical oceans, the study does suggest that these droughts may be partly related to climate change and that further work needs to be done to completely understand the unprecedented warming of the                      western Pacific. 

                      Some parts of the United States, particularly the Pacific Northwest and the northeastern states, are still facing drought conditions, according to NOAA's 2003 predictions. (Graphic  courtesy NOAA)

                      "It is an open question whether  such tropical oceanic forcings will become more prevalent

                      during the 21st century," the  researchers wrote. 

                      While current models of the interactions between oceans and the atmosphere  do not offer much confidence regarding predictions of future droughts, the  researchers conclude that the modeling suggests that much of the Earth could continue to face severe, simultaneous drought if tropical sea surface  temperatures continue to rise or to become more variable. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Environment Feels the Pinch in Bush Budget 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, February 4, 2003 (ENS) - The $2.2 trillion budget  released Monday by the Bush administration includes $30.4 billion for safeguarding and managing the nation's environment and natural resources.   While this represents an increase of about $1 billion over last year's request,                      many conservationists and Congressional Democrats believe the details of  the president's budget reflect an administration determined to roll back  environmental protections and further open public lands to oil, gas and  mining companies. 

                      President Bush prepares his State of the Union address last  month, in which he previewed his budget priorities. (White House  Photo by Eric Draper)

                      President George W. Bush tied his overall budget to  a new principal of holding the annual increase in  federal spending to just four percent. His budget  request will cause a $307 billion deficit, which the president blamed on "a recession and a war we did not choose." 

                      But critics, including Senator Kent Conrad, a  Democrat from North Dakota, said the president's  budget is "breathtaking in its lack of fiscal discipline," including a host of payoffs for special interests while slashing funding for environmental protection and enforcement. 

                      "Special interests are still in the saddle and still ride this administration," said  Wesley Warren, senior fellow for environmental economics at the Natural  Resources Defense Council (NRDC). "They are continuing their story of  hostility to environmental protection." 

                      Administration officials worked to counter this charge in a slew of press briefings Monday, promoting the president's environmental agenda and  highlighting his budget priorities. The heads of the three agencies with  primary oversight of the nation's environmental and natural resource  programs - the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), the U.S.  Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of Interior -  shared the stage at a briefing to tout the administration's environmental record  and policies. 

Interior Secretary Gale Norton,   Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman, and EPA Administrator Christie Whitman join in support of the Bush  administration's budget proposal on  Monday. (Photo courtesy USDA)

    "The president's budget request will make a real difference in  improving our environment,"  said Agriculture Secretary Ann  Veneman. "These budget  proposals strengthen protection of environment and natural resources." 

                      Veneman, along with EPA Administrator Christie Whitman and Interior  Secretary Gale Norton, explained that the overall budget reflects the administration's focus on cutting power plant emissions, reducing the threat of forest fires and cleaning up hazardous waste sites. 

                      "A budget is not just a spending plan; it is truly a policy document," said Whitman. "This proposed budget reflects our priorities for the agency, our  commitment to building strong partnerships, our belief in strong science, and  our determination to leave America's air cleaner, its water purer, and its land better protected than we found it." 

                      EPA Faces Meager Increase 

                      But Whitman's agency is one that will have to more with less. The EPA faces one of the smallest increases of any federal agency - the president's request of  $7.63 billion to fund the federal government's key agency for the protection of  the nation's air, water and land, is just $10 million more than last year's request. 

                      Whitman says the EPA budget request strengthens the agency's core operating programs for air, water, land and enforcement activities. 

                      EPA Administrator Christie Whitman (Photo courtesy EPA

)

                      "This proposed budget reflects our priorities for the agency, our commitment to building strong                      partnerships, our belief in strong science, and our determination to leave America's air cleaner, its water purer, and its land better protected than we found  it," Whitman said. 

                      The Bush administration has long been a vocal  advocate of granting states additional flexibility to enforce environmental regulations, but this year it is pushing for further reductions in financial assistance for those enforcement  efforts. Under the Bush plan, $350 million in cuts to the EPA's budget will  come largely from state and tribal assistance grants. 

                      The $3.12 billion request for state and tribal assistance cuts funding for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund by some $362 million from the 2003  request. This money has previously been targeted to build and upgrade sewage plants. There are small increases for state grants to monitor non-point                      source pollution and pesticide enforcement. 

                      Whitman stressed the president's commitment to the administration's Clear Skies initiative, which she said will reduce power plant air emissions by some 70 percent over the next decade. The budget earmarks $7.7 million to support  the initiative, which has been sharply criticized by environmental groups and  some Congressional Democrats because it does not target carbon dioxide                      emissions. 

                      The budget would boost the EPA's air toxics program by $7 million, money  that will be doled out in state grants to improve measurements of air toxic exposure. Funding for Superfund cleanups is increased in the Bush budget by  some $150 million, Whitman added. 

                      But this drew immediate anger from some in Congress, including California Senator Barbara Boxer. 

                      "This is more smoke and mirrors by an administration that has dangerously   weakened this successful program," said Boxer, a Democrat. "Taking into account inflation, the so called 'increase' is closer to $90 million over last year. And taking into account that EPA funded only 65 percent of site requests last  year, the bottom line is that there will be even fewer sites adequately funded in 2004's budget." 

                      "What makes this announcement even more egregious is what the Administrator forgot to mention - this so called 'new' money is not coming  from polluters, but from taxpayers," she added. 

                      In the past, most of the money for Superfund site cleanups came from a tax on polluting industries, but that tax has not been collected since it expired in  1995. Congress has refused to renew the tax, forcing general taxpayer funds to be used for ongoing cleanups. 

                      Whitman also highlighted the $15 million increase in the president's budget for Great Lakes sediment cleanup activities under the recently passed Great Lakes Legacy Act. The total of $34 million for the Great Lakes, Whitman explained, will help EPA and its partners assess and remediate contaminated  sediments, as well as support local protection and cleanup. 

                      But advocates for cleanup of the Great Lakes estimate its total cost will be around $8 billion, much more than the administration is offering. 

                      "In the national context, President Bush's earmarking of $34 million for Great Lakes cleanup is a start, but hardly puts the Great Lakes in the running for a total commitment to cleanup," said Bryan Clark, legislative advocate for Ohio Public Interest Research Group. 

                      Interior Budget Assumes Funds from ANWR 

                      The Department of Interior fared a bit better than the EPA. The Bush administration has proposed $10.7 billion, a 3.3 percent increase, for the department that includes the National Park service and the Bureau of Land  Management. Interior Secretary Norton highlighted increases for fire                      management and Indian trust programs, as well as expanded opportunities for private/public conservation partnerships. 

                      But it is the administration's inclusion of projected revenues from oil drilling  and leasing within the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) that has  drawn the instant ire of many critics. Within the Department of Interior's  budget, the Bush plan assumes that Congress will open ANWR to oil drilling  and leasing, bringing in some $2.4 billion in leasing fees in 2005. 

                      Many Congressional Democrats have vowed to fight the President on opening ANWR. 

                                       Senator Joe Lieberman (Photo courtesy Office of the Senator)

                                       "After rolling out a fuel cell car initiative in the State  of the Union showroom, the President would cut the  Environmental Protection Agency's budget by a half billion dollars and irresponsibly count on more than a billion dollars from opening up the Arctic to oil  drilling, which should never and will never happen,"  said Senator Joe Lieberman, a Democrat from Connecticut. 

                                       "In a cynical move, the administration has suggested in the press that any revenues from drilling would be earmarked for research into alternative, renewable sources of energy," added Bonnie Galvin, director of budget and appropriations for The Wilderness Society. "Assuming                     revenues for what is today prohibited by law doesn't change the facts: drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge would ruin one of America's last great places for a scant six months' worth of oil that even oil companies concede would take 10 years to bring to market." 

                      President Bush marked the 100th anniversary of America's National Wildlife Refuge System by proposing a $25.5 million increase in the system's budget for fiscal year 2004, for a total of $1.3 billion. Those funds must cover the  operations of 540 refuges covering 95 million acres in all 50 states. 

                      After cutting the EPA's state grants for clean water, the administration added  $160 million to the Interior Department for state park and recreational grants  through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). Norton said this  addition will fully fund the $900 million LWCF. 

                      "These grants from the Land and Water Conservation Fund would be the  largest amounts distributed to the states under this program in more than 20  years," Norton said. "The allocations can help state and local governments -  many facing budget shortfalls - invest in recreational projects so that all Americans will have access to close-to-home parks and open spaces." 

                      Interior Secretary Gale Norton (Photo courtesy Department of the  Interior)

                      "Local decision making is a key to this program and a priority with this administration," she added. "The president is keeping his commitment to help states and local governments make the decisions that affect their daily lives." 

                      Conservationists say this is misleading. The claim  that LWCF is fully funded, said Galvin, is a "serious distortion of the facts." 

                      "At the time President Bush promised to fully fund LWCF, it for many years  had been used to finance a total of five fundamental conservation programs  supporting land acquisition and recreation" Galvin said. "This year, in an  attempt to make LWCF funding look 'full,' the administration shoehorns an additional 15 federal programs under the fund's umbrella. 

                      "This 'shell game' masks what are, in reality, deep cuts of over 50 percent in federal land acquisition funding, which will substantially weaken the ability of  the Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service and Forest Service to protect  special places already set aside, and cripple efforts to protect additional places from new threats," she added. 

                      Even where the administration proposes funding increases over the 2003 budget, they are misleading, NRDC's Warren charged, as the 2003 budget  proposals themselves reflected substantial cuts from the prior year. 

                      "They may be up $10 million from last year's request," said Warren, "but last  year's request had a half a billion dollars cut from 2002." 

                      Interior Department, USDA Fight Fires 

                      The $2.2 billion earmarked for the Interior Department and USDA Forest  Service's firefighting programs includes a $219 million increase over last year's budget request, but this has not shielded the administration from additional criticism over its wildfires policy. Some $416 million of the total funding is  slated to reduce excess trees and underbrush in 2.5 million acres of forests  that are at severe risk of fire, and some believe this is still insufficient. 

                                       Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman oversees the Forest Service  along with a variety of agricultural programs. (Photo courtesy USDA)

                                       "Within the Forest Service, the administration's  proposal for wildfire fuels reduction is a pittance,"  Galvin explained. "A less than one percent increasen funding for 'hazardous fuels reduction' will  provide few new resources to protect people's lives, homes and communities from wildfire." 

                                       The administration's planned spending for U.S.  Forest Service and the Natural Resources  Conservation Service, both part of USDA, is a combined $6.7 billion. The USDA budget request includes $2.7 billion for conservation programs under  the new farm bill. 

                      Energy Budget Favors Fossil Fuels, Nuclear Power 

                      At the Department of Energy (DOE), the administration's $23.4 billion budget  request includes a $40 million increase in spending for fossil energy research  and development, but would eliminate the $40 million requested last year for  clean coal technology. Total energy conservation spending under the Bush plan is down four percent or $35.9 million, although the president's budget             does include $272 million for research and development of hydrogen powered  automobiles. 

                      The budget request would slash spending on nuclear waste disposal by some $114 million or 42 percent over last year. The 2004 proposal includes $591  million for constructing a nuclear fuel storage repository at Yucca Mountain,  Nevada - about the same appropriation as last year. 

                      The president suggested a few energy conservation tax incentives, including  a tax break for residential solar energy equipment and the extension of a tax  credit for electricity produced from wind and waste materials. The president  has proposed extending a tax credit for the purchase of energy saving hybrid and fuel cell vehicles. 

                      The budget requests $7.2 billion for environmental management at the DOE, an increase of $361 million over the fiscal year 2003 requests. These funds will  be used to plan and carry out cleanups of 39 DOE controlled sites that are contaminated by radioactive materials and other hazardous wastes. 

                      Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham (Photo courtesy DOE)

                      "Our '04 budget will allow us to move forward    aggressively toward our energy objectives," said  Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham, "at the same   time that we continue to strengthen our defense                      programs, expand our non-proliferation efforts,    accelerate our environmental cleanup programs, and                      increase our investment in the promise of scientific  research." 

                      But the bulk of the department's funding boost  would go toward defense spending. The DOE is responsible for maintaining  the nation's nuclear stockpile and safeguarding nuclear facilities. 

                      The DOE's safeguards and security funding in the 2004 budget request is $1.2 billion, an increase of $179 million over the 2003 request. The department is  also seeking $6.4 billion - a 9.1 percent increase - for nuclear weapons  activities, including extending the life of existing nuclear warheads, and  manufacturing the plutonium pits needed for new weapons. 

                      Army Corps, NOAA See Small Increases 

                      Other federal agencies that impact environmental policy include the Army  Corps of Engineers and the Department of Commerce's National Oceanic and  Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The administration's budget sets aside  some $4 billion for the Army Corps, a 0.8 increase over the 2003 request. It  includes $145 million for environmental restoration projects in Florida's  Everglades and $98 million for hydropower and endangered species in the Columbia River. 

                      The president requested a six percent increase for NOAA, which would bring its budget to just over $3.3 billion. His budget includes a proposal to eliminate  the Advance Technology Program, a funding mechanism for high-tech  ventures. 

                      In introducing his budget proposal, Bush noted that the budget plan "meets  the challenges posed by three national priorities - winning the war against   terrorism, securing the homeland and generating long term economic growth."

                      To this end, the request includes more than $400 billion for national defense,  along with $670 billion in tax cuts over 10 years. The budget request does not  include the possible costs of a war in Iraq. 

                      The full budget and the individual budgets of each agency are available at:                      http://www.omb.gov ____________________________________________________________________
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Senegalese president calls for NEPAD's implementation 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade has told his counterparts on the continent to implement the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), saying the time for conferences and public relations to sell it was over. Addressing the 22nd Session of the global ministerial environmental forum and governing council of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi Wednesday, Wade stressed the need to put into practice what has been discussed about the development programme. Kenya's vice-president Wamalwa Kijana opened the ministerial conference, which ends Friday. President Wade, one of the programme's main architects, said African leaders would talk about NEPAD's implementation at the next conference to be able to present their programmes to the G8 meeting of the most industrialized countries.

According to Global Environment Outlook 2000, a publication of the Nairobi-based UNEP, the private sector alone has enormous capacity to influence the outcome of environmental issues.

Wade cautioned against viewing NEPAD as a master plan and a complete panacea to Africa's problems, saying the continent has enormous natural and human resources, which could bring about great change to the people if mobilized. "Our more than 700 million consumers have been marginalised by globalization. What Africa lacks is good governance. Africa is plagued by constant wars, revolutions, coups d'etat. I am not even sure I can do the full inventory since the list is long," he said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037371&dte=05/02/2003
Kenya's VP calls for joint environmental management 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A senior Kenyan official has called for clear guidelines on the co-operation that should exist between civil societies, national governments and the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) in the management of global environment. The country's Vice-President Michael Wamalwa Kijana said here Wednesday that all sectors of the society had a role to play in the management of the world's environment, which has continued to degrade at an alarming rate. Addressing the 22nd session of the UNEP governing council/Global ministerial environment forum, Wamalwa called for a strategic partnership between the civil society, the scientific community and the private sector in the fight against environmental degradation. "All sectors of the society need to bear responsibility and be accountable, with clear responsibilities in combating environmental degradation," he observed. "Active involvement of the youth will also build their capacity and awareness as future managers and custodians of the natural resource base," he added. The Kenyan vice-president called for collective support for UNEP by providing stable adequate and predictable funding. Kijana also stressed the need to mobilize funding for UNEP's activities from both traditional and non-traditional sources. He urged governments all over the world to increase their contributions to the Nairobi-based world environmental management and conservation body.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037387&dte=05/02/2003
Amara Essy urges African leaders to eliminate conflicts 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The interim chairperson of the Commission of the African Union, Amara Essy, on Wednesday warned that sustainable development and poverty reduction in the continent would only be achieved if African governments eliminated all forms of insecurity. In an address at the 22nd session of the UNEP governing council or global ministerial environment forum in Nairobi, Essy lamented that civil strife and other forms of conflicts continued to kill Africans and hamper the development of the continent. He expressed equal concern about the rampant destruction of Africa's flora and fauna, and appealed to African governments to include management of the environment in their development programmes. He said environmental degradation in the continent was causing great concern in the AU secretariat, and observed that bio- diversity provides the natural resource base for socio-economic development. Therefore, Essy asked the Nairobi meeting to explore ways of promoting and enhancing biodiversity conservation as a means to ensure adequate and equitable sharing of benefits from the use

of biological resources.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037375&dte=05/02/2003
Africa's wetlands under threat from alien species 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Invasive foreign biological species posed serious dangers to Africa's wetlands, said a publication released Wednesday on the fringes of the ongoing 22nd UNEP ministerial Forum/Governing council in Nairobi. The five-day forum ending Friday, which was officially addressed by Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade and Kenyan vice president Wamalwa Kijana, was designed to create an action plan based on the recommendations made on environment and sustainable development at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg last September. The booklet, "Invasive Alien Species in Africa's Wetlands," by the World Conservation Union (IUCN), the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance and the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP), identified water hyacinth as one of the seven most notorious wetland invaders. "The damage caused by alien invasive species to African wetlands runs into the billions of dollars annually, while the impacts of these species are only just being realized," said Geoffrey Howard, co-author of the publication and regional programme co- ordinator for IUCN in eastern Africa.

UNEP enlists psychologists to halt environmental degradation 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - United Nations Environment Programme  (UNEP) officials are turning to psychologists and human behaviorists under a new initiative aimed at halving rampant environmental degradation in the world. According to the Nairobi-based UNEP, the move groups, urging the public to adopt environment-friendly lifestyles and purchasing habitats were not making the required impact. There is also concern that many of these messages were too 'guilt-laden' and disapproving. Instead of 'turning people on' to the environment are switching them off, UNEP said in news release issued in Nairobi Wednesday. "Messages from governments, exhorting people to drive their cars less or admonishing them for buying products that cause environmental damage, appear not to be working. People are simply not listening," complained Klaus Toepfer, the UNEP Executive Director. Making people feel guilty about their lifestyles and purchasing habits, is achieving only limited success, he said. Under its Sustainable Consumption Programme and Life Cycle Initiative, UNEP is turning to social and behavioral scientists who are looking at a wide range of issues, from labeling to Eco-friendly product design in a bid to convince people to adopt more environment-friendly consumption.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037373&dte=05/02/2003
UN Lists Top World Air Polluters

The Nation (Nairobi): Africa is the second leading emitter of toxic mercury after Asia, a new UN report says. The report released yesterday at the United Nations Environmental Programme headquarters, Nairobi, warns that mercury poisoning could increase if pollution from power stations is not curbed. The report, compiled by an international team of experts, argues that coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators account for about 1,500 tons or 70 per cent of new quantified man-made emissions to the atmosphere. According to the document, Africa emits 197 tons annually into the air after Asia, which spews 860 tons. Europe is listed third with 186 tons, North America 105 tons, Australia and Oceania 100 tons and South America 27 tons. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302040589.html
___________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 06 February 2003

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
UN meet drops brown cloud issue
The Times of India, Feb 06, 2003  (CHANDRIKA MAGO) - NAIROBI: As the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) meeting moved into its ministerial segment on Wednesday, the Indians got some good news.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=36516928 

UNEP Looks at Making Green "Cool" 
NAIROBI, Kenya, February 5, 2003 (ENS) - Hoping to make sustainable living more "cool," the United Nations Environment Programme is launching a new initiative aimed at improving the image of environmentally friendly lifestyle choices. The plan, devised with the help of social scientists, was announced Tuesday at the agency's weeklong Governing Council meeting in Nairobi. 
http://ens-news.com/ens/feb2003/2003-02-05-06.asp 

Chongqing to shut down 700 rock quarries in bid to curb pollution
CHONGQING, Feb. 5 (Xinhuanet) -- Chongqing Municipality, China's newest, established in 1997, is in the process of closing down nearly 700 rock quarries in a bid to curb the quantity of dust in the city. 
Sources with the municipal government said that Chongqing has already shut down 2,200 heavily polluting enterprises. It now plans to close 554 quarries within a radius of 713.9 square kilometers by June, 2004. An additional 145 quarries will be closed within ten years. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-02/05/content_716388.htm 

Flood, landslides to hit 32 towns 
The Jakarta Post, Jakarta, Feb 06, 2003 (M och. N. Kurniawan) -With more heavy rains expected to fall, the government warned on Wednesday that flooding and landslides would occur within the next week in 32 regencies and municipalities in Java, southern Sumatra, Kalimantan, and southern and southeastern Sulawesi.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailheadlines.asp?fileid=20030206.A07&irec=6 
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General Environment news

Financial Times, 4 February:

Pact will force companies to list pollutants

Companies will have to disclose, factory by factory, their output of toxic waste and pollutants under an international pact finalised last week in Geneva by more than 30 countries in Europe, central Asia and North America.

The accord, due to be signed by environment ministers in Kiev, Ukraine, in May, will require companies to report annually on releases into the water, air and soil, and transfers to other companies, of 86 pollutants posing the most serious threats to health or the environment.

They include greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, acid rain pollutants, heavy metals and carcinogens such as dioxins.

Negotiated under the auspices of the United Nations economic commission for Europe (ECE), the treaty has been drafted as a legally binding protocol to the landmark 1998 Aarhus convention on public access to information and participation in environmental decision-making.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030204000807&query=list+pollutants&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
________________________________________________________________________________
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ENVIRONMENT:
Get the Boredom Out of It 

Sanjay Suri 


LONDON, Feb 5 (IPS) - The environment matters, of course, but why does it have to be so boring? 

That question is being asked now by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). And it is looking for answers by way of recruiting psychologists and advertising agencies to put a message across without putting people to sleep. 

”We just need to find new ways of telling people of the environmental aspects of our actions,” Jacqueline Aloisi De Larderel, Director of UNEP's Division of Technology, Industry and Economics which is spearheading the new initiative, told IPS on phone from Nairobi. 

Ministers from about 100 countries at a UNEP governing council meeting are being urged to pay up for the new messages to go out. Norway, France and Sweden have already pledged some additional funds, De Larderel said. More pledges are expected by the time the council meeting ends February 7. 

Environment experts now say that traditional messages are too 'guilt-laden' and disapproving, and instead of 'turning people on' to the environment, are switching them off. The want to market 'cool' lifestyles to sell clean and green products. 

”You don't have to go on talking about pollution and dark skies,” said De Larderel. ”You can give the same message by talking of clear skies.” 

Some new experiments are already attracting interest. The Korean car company Kia is offering free mountain bikes in Britain with its people carrier Sedona. But dealers are going further. ”If you really want to buy one of our other cars, we will not fall out with you for the sake of a bicycle,” a dealer told IPS. 

The sales strategy is really a message, a Kia spokesman told IPS. ”We all use our cars too much, and this is a way of asking people to cycle to the shops instead.” 

UNEP sees other experiments of interest: 

- Kia is also helping organise ”walking buses” which are networks of parents who escort children to school on foot. 

- The European ”Wash Right” campaign extols the virtues of low temperature washing by emphasising the benefits to the clothes as well as the energy-saving made. 

- A fashion company in Brazil, Copa Roca, has made a real hit out of making clothes from recycled fabrics. 

- Kluber, a leading lubricants company based in Munich has developed a mobile laboratory that visits industries to ensure their machinery is operating efficiently. Benefits include reductions in smoke, vibrations and noise pollution. 

- Allegrini in Italy, which supplies detergents, uses a mobile shop to sell direct to consumers, reducing the need for them to travel by car. 

UNEP now plans a broad campaign to take over from interesting experiments here and there. A conference of advertising executives and marketing managers has been called in Berlin in October to plan new ways of delivering old messages, or simply delivering new ones, De Larderel said. 

”Messages from governments exhorting people to drive their cars less or admonishing them for buying products that cause environmental damage, appear not to be working,” Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP told the conference. ”People are simply not listening. Making people feel guilty about their lifestyles and purchasing habits, is achieving only limited success.” 

According to a UNEP study, only five per cent of the public in northern countries are embracing so-called sustainable lifestyles and sustainable consumerism. ”We need to make sustainable lifestyles fashionable and 'cool' as young people might say,” Toepfer said. ”We also need to make it clear that there are real, personal, benefits to living in harmony with the planet.” 

UNEP is turning to social scientists and behaviourists under its Sustainable Consumption Programme and Life Cycle Initiative which is looking at a wide range of issues, from labelling to eco-friendly product design. The initiative is working in tandem with moves to develop cleaner production centres. 

The new messages will be different in kind, and with different aims. ”We have been looking too long at the production and supply side,” said De Larderel, ”but we now need to look at demand, which means sustainable consumption.” That is not about consuming less, ”it is about consuming differently, consuming efficiently, and having an improved quality of life.” 

United Nations Environment Programme (http://www.unep.org
DEVELOPMENT-MEXICO:
Farmers Agonise in Land of Inequality 

Diego Cevallos 


MEXICO CITY, Feb 5 (IPS) - Farmers are demanding urgent government action to prevent the total ruin of the agricultural sector in Mexico, where the 12 richest individuals represent more wealth than that produced by eight million rural families. 

The deterioration of the rural social fabric -- which farm activists say is accelerated by the expanded trade liberalisation process that Mexico began this year with United States and Canada -- prompts an average of 600 rural residents to leave their land each day, fleeing poverty and heading to urban areas. 

The country's eight million farmers currently contribute five percent of the gross domestic product (GDP), three times less than they did 30 years ago, according to official figures. 

Meanwhile, the 12 Mexicans included on the list of world's richest people, compiled by the U.S. financial magazine Forbes, are worth the equivalent of 4.9 percent of GDP. 

Mexico's dramatic social inequalities survived the agrarian reforms of the early 20th century, brought about in the context of the Mexican Revolution, which cost approximately one million lives. 

The great disparity between rich and poor also continued through 71 years of one-party rule under governments of the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), which claims to be the heir and defender of the revolutionary process. 

Peasant organisations, which claim to represent the millions of descendants of those who fought in the revolution, have been staging protests since the end of last year to demand that the Vicente Fox government establish an emergency plan to save rural Mexico from ruin. 

Fox, Mexico's first non-PRI president, has promised to open a dialogue with farmers to attend to their requests. Talks could begin as soon as the end of this week. 

The protesting farmers demand a reformulation of the agricultural trade liberalisation process under way with the United States and Canada, Mexico's partners in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the treaty they say is responsible for their demise. 

In January, in keeping with the NAFTA timeline, the three- nation bloc eliminated tariffs on 21 farm products, including potatoes, wheat, apples, onions, coffee, chicken and veal. 

That step is part of the treaty's chapter on regional integration, which establishes three phases for liberalising trade in farm products and livestock. The first phase began in 1994, when NAFTA took effect, the second started last month, and the third phase enters into force in 2008. 

The deep disparities in income and the widespread poverty of rural Mexico are a timebomb that NAFTA is helping to detonate, says Víctor Quintana, researcher at the Autonomous University of Chihuahua, a state bordering the United States. 

Official figures show that 75 percent of Mexico's poverty is found in the countryside. Half of the Mexican population of 100 million lives below the poverty line. 

According to World Bank studies, the poorest 20 percent of the population receives 3.8 percent of total national income, while the wealthiest 20 percent takes in 55.3 percent. 

But Fox says there is no relation between NAFTA and poverty, but rather, he argues, the treaty has proved beneficial, creating jobs and improving Mexico's standard of living. 

Mexican exports jumped from 60.9 billion dollars in 1994, when NAFTA took effect, to 158.4 billion dollars in 2001, while imports also more than doubled, from 79.3 billion dollars to 168.4 billion dollars in that period. 

Historian Lorenzo Meyer, however, believes trade liberalisation plays a role in the growing social gap and increased poverty in rural Mexico, as do other elements like corruption, concentration of political power and the poor distribution of land. 

The Superior Agrarian Tribunal, created 10 years ago, reports it has a caseload of some 30,000 land-related cases -- border disputes between states, communities, farming colonies and private landowners. 

At least 1,000 people have been killed in the last decade as a result of the agrarian conflict, according to the National Indigenist Institute. 

The Permanent Agrarian Council, Mexico's leading peasant organisation, for decades was co-opted by the powerful PRI and did not engage in major protests. 

But now the Council and other groups -- whether independent or linked to the political left -- are working together to stage massive mobilisations to press the Fox administration to change its farm policies. 

It is the first time in 70 years that farmers organisations of all stripes have come together to demand action to preserve the agricultural sector, and the first time that the government has offered to listen to them, notes Meyer. 

”Something interesting might come out of this,” commented the historian. (END

www.elconsumidor.cjb.com
Reducir el mercurio

El envenenamiento por mercurio del planeta podría ser reducido significativamente mediante el manejo de la contaminación de plantas de poder, según sugiere un reporte del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).
El comunicado de prensa difundida ayer recoge una compilación hecha por expertos internacionales, se comenta que plantas de poder que funcionan con carbón e incineradores de residuos producen aproximadamente 1,500 toneladas o un 70% de las emisiones de mercurio hacia la atmósfera hechas por el hombre. Sin embargo, el precio de estas emisiones lo pagan los países en vías de desarrollo, con 860 toneladas de emisiones provenientes de Asia.»Ampliación de artículo«

_________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update

A Hazardous Pollution on the Israeli Coasts 

The Ministry of Health in Israel declared that swimming and fishing on Tel Aviv Coasts is forbidden because of the hazardous pollution resulted from the rupture of the sewage main tube.  A local responsible of the environment  confessed that what happened is against the international agreement that Israel had signed to protect the Mediterranean Sea, but they have no choice. Work will take few weeks to be done, thus so far swimming and fishing is forbidden. 

http://www.asharqalawsat.com/index.htm
H.H. Prince Turky in the Governing Council in Kenya

HE headed the delegates who traveled yesterday to Nairobi to participate in the Twenty-second session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum.
http://www.alyaum.com/issue/page1.php?fldPageID=1&PHPSESSID=48fce4e1446db095f003cc548f1330c1
Today is the Last day of the Energy and Environment Conference

Experts and Scientist continued discussing and presenting their researches and papers during the conference sessions on the environmental action in the region and in the world and the possibility of implementing Sustainable Development. ‏
http://www.wam.org.ae/arabic.htm
http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=101550&Journal=2/5/2003
The Syrian Minister emphasized the importance of the Abu-Dhabi Declaration which was produced yesterday in the Ministers responsible of environment and energy meeting. He described the conference as a  remarkable point in the mutual Arab environmental work. 

http://www.wam.org.ae/arabic.htm
A Memorandum of Understanding between Dubai Municipality and the International Fund of Nature Protection was signed on Monday 3 February that includes the joint activities of environment protection.   

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/02/05/mhl/
Energy declaration to be implemented soon 

The Abu Dhabi Declaration on Environment and Energy, will soon be implemented by the signatory countries with the technical support of the Economic and Social Commission for West Asia (ESCWA), an official said yesterday. 

The declaration was ratified by the Arab ministers for energy and environmental affairs on Monday. According to Majid Al Mansouri, the General Manager of Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), the UAE government will ask the ESCWA to prepare a mechanism to implement the declaration in the Arab countries.

"The ESCWA will provide the necessary technical support and expertise to the countries which lack the technology to help implement the declaration."

Asked if it will be implemented collectively through the Arab League, he said: "Some of the member countries may not have the financial and technical resources to adopt individual mechanism to implement it.

"Therefore, these countries will be provided help through the ESCWA to implement the declaration soon."

Al Mansouri said the declaration covers all the aspects of the environment and the role of the oil and gas sector in the preservation of ecology. The West or the industrialised world has been asked for its support, it is a global issue and, therefore, needs global initiatives.

He said the declaration asks the industrialised world to compensate the oil and gas producing countries, the Arab countries in particular, because of the trends to enforce biased limitations on oil usage on the pretext of environmental protection.

He added the issues of climate change, the ozone depletion and other environmental issues are global issues, not regional.

"Any problem arising from Iraq or Turkey, for example waste discharged into the rivers flowing in these countries, will affect the Arabian Sea and the ocean, thus creating global environmental disasters."

About the nuclear and atomic programmes, he said any county involved in such programmes, particularly in the region, must let in the International Atomic Energy Agency to inspect their military and peaceful nuclear and hydropower generation programmes. 

Commenting on the ongoing Environment and Energy 2003 Conference and Exhibition, he said the event comes in line with the UAE's commitment, under the patronage of President His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, to adopt a focused approach to environmental protection to help ensure that the use of its resources is both sustainable and equitable.

He said the Arab ministers for energy and environment affairs have met in Abu Dhabi for the first time and concluded a realistic approach for environmental protection, at the same time developing their natural resources of oil and gas.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=76320
http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=101552&Journal=2/5/2003
ERWDA report released

By a staff reporter 

ABU DHABI - The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) issued its Annual Report for the year 2002 yesterday, to coincide with the UAE's National Environment Day, as part of the Environment & Energy 2003 exhibition, which is currently on at the Abu Dhabi International Exhibition Centre (ADIEC).

The report reviewed ERWDA's efforts last year in focusing on the development of environmental regulations, fisheries management, water resources, wildlife management, increasing environmental awareness and education, and development of environmental database in the UAE. Mohammed Ahmed Al Bowardi, ERWDA's Managing Director, said in the report's foreword that the year 2002 witnessed major steps forward, with an increase in teamwork and cooperation between various concerned organisations. He noted that the environmental strategy for the Abu Dhabi Emirate, developed by the ERWDA in December 1999 to address the environmental needs of the region over the next five years (2003 to 2007) had progressed noticeably this year.

Mr Al Bowardi pointed out that in 2002, the agency established a Soil Resources Department to undertake the first, systematic soil survey of the entire Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The Island Bird Project, which was set up to assess the current status of bird populations on some of the islands and highlight conservation problems was another achievement.

In terms of veterinary practices at the Falcon Hospital, a protocol of health and environmental screening and preventative medicine was developed. The ERWDA, in co-ordination with other concerned governmental and non-governmental agencies, is to develop a sophisticated Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and an Environmental Database (EDB) to support in the execution of environmental projects, the report said.

He said that the ERWDA also renewed its ties with a network of teacher coordinators in Abu Dhabi from both government and private schools, with whom regular contact is maintained. He also commented on the success of the Enviro-Spellathon programme, covering 67 per cent government schools and 70 per cent private schools. The joint projects were established for data management with oil sector companies, the Abu Dhabi Islands Archaeological Survey (Adias), the Meteorology Department at the Ministry of Communication, and the Military Survey Department of the Armed Forces. The ERWDA, through its Focused Awareness Programme, targeted thousands of government and private school students in classrooms, Mr Al Bowardi concluded. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.co.ae/uae.htm#story5
http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/02/05/mhl/
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Iraq

*
Powell presents US case to Security Council of Iraq’s failure to disarm

*
Security Council hears repeated calls for more time for UN inspections

*
Time running out for Iraqi compliance with demands to disarm, Security Council told

*
War not inevitable but Iraq must meet Security Council demands – Annan

*
Baghdad refutes US charges, reaffirms commitment to UN inspections

*
As inspections continue, latest attempt by UN to interview Iraqi falls through

Other news

*
Despite progress, Kosovo still a considerable way from UN targets – Annan 

*
World Court rules US must stay executions of 3 Mexicans 

*
Annan sets up capital project to oversee renovations of UN complex in New York

*
India: UN helps to vaccinate 165 million children in largest-ever anti-polio drive

*
UN, Rotary International renew cooperation on population and development issues

*
Western Asia: UN conference continues preparations for global information summit

*
UNICEF and Fox Kids Europe announce partnership to promote girls’ education

* * * *

Iraq: Security Council

5 February – Armed with satellite images, transcripts of intercepted telephone conversations and other intelligence data, United States Secretary of State Colin Powell today presented the United Nations Security Council with what he called “solid” evidence that showed Iraq still has not complied with resolutions calling for it to disarm.

“My colleagues, every statement I make today is backed up by sources, solid sources. These are not assertions. What we’re giving you are facts and conclusions based on solid intelligence,” Mr. Powell told the ministerial-level session of the 15-member body. Before hearing Mr. Powell’s presentation, the Council members decided to grant Iraq’s request to allow its representative sit at the Council table and make a statement at the end of the meeting.

The US Secretary of State stressed that Iraq still poses a threat and remains in “material breach” of Council resolutions. “Indeed, by its failure to seize its one last opportunity to come clean and disarm, Iraq has put itself in deeper material breach and close to the day when it will face serious consequences for its continued defiance of this Council,” he said. “We must not fail in our duty and our responsibility to the citizens of our countries.”

Mr. Powell stressed that Iraq’s continued efforts to conceal evidence and documents from UN inspectors, the active interference by Saddam Hussein himself to prevent interviews with Iraqi individuals, and a host of other activities that demonstrated its non-compliance were all violations of the terms of Security Council Resolution 1441. That text, he emphasized, states that “false statements and omissions” and a failure by Iraq “to comply with, and cooperate fully” in the implementation of the resolution should constitute a further material breach of its obligations.

“This body places itself in danger of irrelevance if it allows Iraq to continue to defy its will without responding effectively and immediately,” Mr. Powell warned. “The issue before us is not how much more time we are willing to give the inspectors to be frustrated by Iraqi obstruction, but how much longer are we willing to put up with Iraq’s non-compliance before we say: ‘Enough!’”

Referring to the audio-visual evidence he presented to the Council, Mr. Powell said the material had US and foreign origins, and came from technical sources, such as intercepted telephone conversations and photos taken by satellites. “Other sources are people who have risked their lives to let the world know what Saddam Hussein is really up to,” he said.

“I cannot tell you everything that we know, but what I can share with you, when combined with what all of us have learned over the years, is deeply troubling,” Mr. Powell said. “What you will see is an accumulation of facts and disturbing patterns of behaviour. The facts and Iraq’s behaviour demonstrate that Saddam Hussein and his regime have made no effort – no effort – to disarm as required by the international community. Indeed, the facts and Iraq’s behaviour show that Saddam Hussein and his regime are concealing their efforts to produce more weapons of mass destruction.”

The satellite photos shown by Mr. Powell reflected what he called “concealment” activity undertaken in response to the resumption of UN inspections last November, while other images depicted suspected manufacturing sites for biological and chemical weapons. Mr. Powell also played tapes of intercepted conversations between Iraqi military personnel that he said indicated a concerted effort to hide or destroy evidence of weapons of mass destruction.

Mr. Powell also said there has been no indication that Saddam Hussein has ever abandoned his nuclear weapons programme. According to testimony provided by defectors, Iraq already possesses two of the three key components needed to build a nuclear bomb, a cadre of scientists with the necessary expertise and a bomb design. “Since 1998, his efforts to reconstitute his nuclear programme have been focuses on acquiring the third and last component – sufficient fissile material to produce a nuclear explosion,” he said.

Turning to terrorism, Mr. Powell said Iraq had a long history of supporting terrorist organizations and that there was a potentially “more sinister nexus” between Baghdad and the Al-Qaida network. He said Iraq’s denials of any ties with the organization are not credible.

“None of this should come as a surprise to any of us,” Mr. Powell said. “Terrorism has been a tool of Saddam for decades. Saddam was a supporter of terrorism long before these terrorist networks had a name, and this support continues. The nexus of poisons and terror is new; the nexus of Iraq and terror is old. The combination is lethal.”

On human rights abuses, Mr. Powell recounted how Mr. Hussein used mustard and nerve gases against the Kurds in 1988, successfully invaded neighbouring States “with provocation,” and “ruthlessly eliminates” anyone who dares to dissent. “Underlying all that I have said, underlying all the facts and the patterns of behaviour I have identified, is Saddam Hussein’s contempt for the will of this Council, his contempt for the truth, and most damning of all, his utter contempt for human life,” he said.

“We know that Saddam Hussein is determined to keep his weapons of mass destruction and make more,” Mr. Powell said. “Given Saddam Hussein’s history of aggression, given what we know of his grandiose plans, given what we know of his terrorist associations, and given his determination to exact revenge on those who have opposed him, should we take the risk that he will not someday use these weapons at a time and a place and in a manner of his choosing – at a time when the world is in a much weaker position to respond?”

Mr. Powell said the United States “will not – we cannot – run that risk to the American people. Leaving Saddam Hussein in possession of weapons of mass destruction for a few more months or years is not an option. Not in a post-September 11th world.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

5 February – After United States Secretary of State Colin Powell presented to the Security Council US evidence of Iraq’s failure to destroy illicit weapons, several members of the Council voiced their strong support for the continuation of United Nations inspections and urged Baghdad to cooperate proactively in the process.   

“Why go to war if there still exists an unused space in resolution 1441?” Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin of France said, referring to the Council’s text adopted last November authorizing the resumption of UN inspections in Iraq after a nearly four-year hiatus. “Let us double or even triple the number of inspectors,” he added, stressing that no opportunity should be lost to strengthen the operational effectiveness of the inspections process. Mr. de Villepin noted, however, that there were still “grey areas” in Iraq’s cooperation with the inspections, such as the unresolved questions in the ballistic, chemical and biological areas. If that path failed and led into a dead-end, then “France rules out no option, including the use of force as a last resort, to ensure Iraqi compliance,” he said.

Mr. de Villepin was among the 11 Foreign Ministers who took part in the open meeting, which was chaired by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of Germany, the Council’s President for the month of February. UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, and the chief UN weapons inspectors, Hans Blix of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), also attended the session.  

Tang Jiaxuan, Minister for Foreign Affairs of China, said the Council had basically maintained unity and cooperation on the Iraqi issue, which was critically important. “As long as there is still the slightest hope for political settlement, the utmost effort should be exerted to achieve it,” he said, noting that the inspections had been ongoing for some two months, and the chief inspectors themselves had suggested continuing inspections. That suggestion should be respected, Mr. Tang said, adding that he hoped the upcoming visit to Baghdad by the head of UNMOVIC and IAEA would yield positive results. He stressed that it was also the universal desire of the international community to see a political settlement to the issue within the UN framework, and to avoid any war. China, he said, was ready to join others in working in that direction.

Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov said the unanimous adoption of resolution 1441 and the deployment of international inspectors demonstrated the ability of the international community to act together in the interest of obtaining a common goal. Russia is convinced, he said, that maintaining the unity of the world community and of the Council are the best ways to achieve a political end to the situation of weapons of mass destruction. “That we all want an end to such weapons should not be doubted,” he underscored. With that in mind, the UN experts must immediately begin reviewing the information presented today. “Iraq must give the inspectors answers to the questions by Secretary Powell. The Council must do everything [it] can to support the inspections process,” he stressed.

For his part, Francois-Xavier Ngoubeyou, Cameroon’s Minister of External Relations, wondered if in such “grave circumstances” the time had come for the Council to ask UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to go to Iraq to speak with President Saddam Hussein on urgent ways to resolve the present situation. The information presented today was certainly troubling, Mr. Ngoubeyou said, and it was now up to the Council to make the best use of it, in the spirit of the process provided by resolution 1441. The data just produced could facilitate the inspections, he stressed, suggesting that it would be wise to provide the inspectors with that information and give them more time to do their job. Cameroon recommended the continuation and implementation of forceful and robust action to compel Iraq to cooperate fully with the inspection teams.

Foreign Minister Luis Ernesto Derbez of Mexico said his country’s position had been unequivocally aimed at achieving the disarmament of Iraq in the most effective way possible and by peaceful means, while ensuring at all times that that goal was achieved at the lowest cost in terms of human suffering and economic instability, without undermining the urgent battle against international terrorism. Citing Mexico’s confidence in the inspections process, Mr. Derbez said he was in favour of intensifying and strengthening those inspections, as well as the assistance that Council members and the international community in general could provide to UNMOVIC and IAEA to successfully accomplish their delicate mission.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister, Kurshid M. Kasuri, said that while the world community was justified in seeking to bring about Iraq’s compliance with relevant Council resolutions as soon as possible, it could not ignore other elements that arose in the context of security, such as ameliorating the suffering and ensuring the welfare of the Iraqi people; preserving the unity and territorial integrity of Iraq; and preserving the political and economic stability of the region. He welcomed the US’s initiative to work through the UN, and called Mr. Powell’s extensive presentation a significant step forward as the Council sought to secure full implementation of its resolutions regarding Iraq’s disarmament. The information provided enhanced the ability of the inspectors to identify areas of concerns and to pursue more specific lines of action.

Resolution 1441 gave Iraq a last opportunity to fulfil its disarmament obligations, but the Iraqi regime was now bringing its people into greater suffering, Chile’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Soledad Alvear Valenzuela said, adding that attempts at partial compliance and efforts to deceive or obstruct the process were violations of the Council’s previous resolutions. “We are entering a crucial stage in a situation involving many fears concerning the region and the world,” she said, expressing concern about the consequences of ending the use of diplomatic channels. The day’s presentation demanded action and information from Iraq without any delay or hesitations, she said, stressing that the accusations levelled today required urgent and precise clarification. To that end, inspections should continue. The Foreign Minister also appealed to Iraq to consider its responsibilities to the Council and to the preservation of international peace.

Foreign Minister Fischer of Germany said it was now decisive that the inspectors were also provided with extensive material in order to be able to clarify the unresolved questions quickly and fully. He said that several States suspected that Saddam Hussein’s regime was withholding relevant information and concealing military capabilities. That strong suspicion must be dispelled beyond any doubt. At the same time, the dangers of military action were plain to see, he stressed, adding that a peaceful solution must continue to be sought and the instruments of inspection and control should be toughened. Mr. Fischer said that the French delegation had made some very interesting proposals on that matter, which deserved further consideration. Moreover, diplomatic efforts under way by States in the region to bring the Iraqi Government to fully implement the resolutions should be supported, he said. Iraq should disarm openly, peacefully and in cooperation with the inspectors, without any delay.

Georges Rebelo Chikoti, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Angola, said the information presented today introduced new elements, further strengthening the importance of monitoring the situation within the framework of the Council. He strongly urged Iraq to do much more – especially given that its substantive cooperation was an obligation – saying the Council needed clear and unambiguous answers from Iraq to the outstanding questions raised by the inspectors. Strengthening the inspections and enlarging their scope would be an ideal way to enhance their efficiency. If the inspections enjoyed the full political support of the Council and the international community, and given adequate time, they could be a powerful tool in the common endeavour to disarm Iraq, avert war and reinforce international peace and security, he underscored.

Ambassador Mikhail Wehbe of Syria pointed out that it would be incorrect to believe that inspections in any part of the world could be free from obstacles and problems. Referring to last week’s briefing by the chief UN inspectors, he said it was important to ask if the difficulties encountered in Iraq were serious enough to warrant war. Noting that Iraq had expressed its readiness to cooperate with inspections and arrive at a peaceful solution, he said Iraq and the inspectors should work out a common denominator of cooperation in order to clarify the situation, as soon as possible. The continuation of the work of the inspectors would definitely lead to building confidence in the region. Syria was calling on the Council to continue to endorse the work of the inspectors and give them sufficient time to carry out their mandate under resolution 1441, he stressed.

Guinea’s Ambassador to the UN, Mamady Traoré, said that while the promise of better cooperation was encouraging, Iraqi authorities must translate that promise into verifiable action. In his view, the possibility of the suspension or lifting of sanctions should encourage Iraq to fully cooperate with inspectors. The existence of grey areas on the one hand and progress made on the other indicated that inspections must go on, Ambassador Traoré stressed, adding that his country had always stressed peaceful settlement of the matter. There were still chances for a peaceful settlement, and those chances must be grasped. “Today, we are witnessing a crucial stage for maintenance of international peace and security,” he said. “We must work in unity to build a world of peace and cooperation.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

5 February – Warning that time was running out for Iraq to comply with resolutions calling for the dismantling of its weapons of mass destruction, some members of the United Nations Security Council said today that the 15-nation body needed to uphold its responsibility for maintaining international peace and security.

Welcoming the presentation by United States Secretary of State Colin Powell of his country’s evidence of Iraq’s failure to comply with the Council’s demands, Foreign Secretary Jack Straw of the United Kingdom said the Council had united to send Iraq an uncompromising message: cooperate fully with weapons inspections or face disarmament by force. Resolution 1441 is a powerful reminder of the importance of international law and the authority of the Security Council itself, but its logic was now inescapable: time was now very short, he stressed. If non-cooperation continued, the Council must meet its responsibilities. Now was a moment of choice for Saddam and the Iraqi regime, Mr. Straw emphasized, adding that it was also a moment of choice for the United Nations. The League of Nations had failed because it could not create actions from its words. “We owe it to our history, as well as to our future, not to make the same mistake again,” Mr. Straw said.

Solomon Passy, Bulgaria’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, stressed that Iraq’s cooperation has been unsatisfactory on substantive issues identified by the UN inspectors, and he insisted that Iraq provide all additional information confirming the destruction of any available weapons of mass destruction. Bulgaria expected Iraq to comply fully with its disarmament obligations by the next briefing by inspectors, scheduled for 14 February. “Effective and peaceful disarmament of Iraq is still possible through the implementation of 1441,” he said. At the same time, the world community must assume its responsibilities. If, in the near future, inspectors did not report a change of attitude on Iraq’s part, the Council will have to take “all necessary and appropriate action to ensure implementation of relevant resolutions adopted since 1990,” he told the ministerial-level meeting chaired by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of Germany, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for the month of February. 

Foreign Minister Ana Palacio of Spain said the data presented today led to a conclusion that Iraq was “deceiving the international community” and violating its obligations established under resolution 1441. “It is time to send a message that accumulation of weapons of mass destruction by Iraq is a threat to international peace and security,” she said, adding that the inspection process was not “an end in itself.” The inspections could only bear fruit with active cooperation by Iraq and so far, that was not the case. The Council’s credibility was at stake in the face of 12 years of consistent non-compliance by Iraq. Even though Iraq “must face the most serious consequences for its non-compliance,” there was still a chance for that country if it radically modified its behaviour. “Now, the international community is offering the last chance to Saddam Hussein, “and I hope he will not miss that opportunity,” Ms. Palacio said.

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

5 February – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, said today that he still believed war in Iraq was not inevitable but stressed that Baghdad must comply fully and proactively with Security Council demands.

“I think the message today has been clear – everyone wants Iraq to be proactive in cooperating with the inspectors and fulfil the demands of the international community,” he told reporters after a luncheon hosted by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of Germany, which holds the Council’s rotating Presidency for the month of February. “I think if they do that, we can avoid a war.”

The luncheon followed an open ministerial-level meeting of the Council to hear an extensive briefing by United States Secretary of State Colin Powell, who presented US evidence of Iraq’s programme of weapons of mass destruction. All members of the Council, and the representative of Iraq, spoke during the debate.

Asked about the possibility of him going to Baghdad, Mr. Annan noted that the question had been posed in the Council. He stressed that the international community’s message for Iraq to disarm was clear. “That message has come from the united Security Council, it has come from the Arab League, it has come from its neighbours and the [chief UN] inspectors are going back in the next few days to give them the same message in the name of a united international community,” he stressed. “If I were to go, I would not carry a different message. I would be carrying the same message.”

The Secretary-General also stressed that the Council, based on reports by UN inspectors, would have to determine whether Iraq was cooperating, or declare it in material breach. “But the judgement has to come some day,” he said. “It is not up to the inspectors to declare material breach. They will present the facts and it is up to the Council to make that judgement.”

Responding to a question regarding a possible UN role beyond the looming conflict, the Secretary-General reiterated that the UN has been engaged in contingency planning on the humanitarian side. “This is also something that we have given some preliminary thought to, but we are not there at all,” he said.

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

5 February – Addressing the Security Council after United States Secretary of State Colin Powell presented evidence of Iraq’s failure to disarm, the Iraqi representative to the United Nations today refuted the US charges and reaffirmed his country’s readiness to continue to fully cooperate with UN inspectors.

“The pronouncements in Mr. Powell’s statements on weapons of mass destruction are utterly unrelated to the truth. No new information was provided, mere sound recordings that cannot be ascertained as genuine,” Ambassador Mohammed A. Aldouri told the Council at the end of its ministerial-level meeting, chaired by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of Germany, which holds the rotating Presidency of the 15-nation body for the month of February.

Ambassador Aldouri stressed that Iraq was totally free of weapons of mass destruction and that the forthcoming visit of the chief UN inspectors – Hans Blix of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and Mohamed ElBaradei of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) – “will be a further opportunity to verify and ascertain the validity of [US] allegations.”

In a brief, point-by-point response to Mr. Powell’s presentation, Ambassador Aldouri said Iraq had submitted an “accurate, comprehensive and updated” declaration of 12,000 pages, including detailed information on previous Iraqi programmes as well as updated information on Iraqi industries in various fields.

After UN inspections resumed last November, Ambassador Aldouri noted, UNMOVIC and IAEA inspectors have so far carried out 575 inspections covering 321 sites. “Inspectors ascertained that all the allegations…were not true,” he said. “This confirms Iraq’s declaration that it is free from weapons of mass destruction and that its declaration is truthful and accurate as documented by the two technical agencies entrusted by the Council to undertake that task.”

The Iraqi Ambassador also cited recent statements to the press by Mr. Blix that inspectors “did not ascertain any of the scenarios alleged by Powell, in that Iraqi officials were moving proscribed material inside or outside Iraq aiming at concealment.” The UNMOVIC chief also confirmed that he did not find enough reasons to believe that Iraq was sending its scientists outside Iraq to prevent them from being interviewed, and that he had no reason to believe US President George W. Bush was correct in his State of the Union address in saying that Iraqi intelligence agents were posing as scientists for the interviews, Mr. Aldouri said.

He dismissed allegations that trucks leave sites prior to the arrival of inspection teams as “a false accusation,” noting that inspections occur “suddenly and instantaneously,” without prior notification to the Iraqi side. “Furthermore, UNMOVIC and the IAEA have their own sources for satellite imagery and they use helicopters for surveillance and inspection activities,” Ambassador Aldouri said. 

Responding to Mr. Powell’s use of intercepted telephone conversations as evidence the Iraqis were taking steps to conceal its weapons programmes, Ambassador Aldouri said scientific and technical progress has reached such a level “that would allow the fabrication of such allegations and would allow for them to be offered in the way that Mr. Powell has presented.”

As for the supposed relationship between Iraq and the Al-Qaida organization, Ambassador Aldouri, quoting Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, said, “‘If we had a relationship with Al-Qaida and we believed in that relationship, we would not be ashamed to admit it. We have no relationship with Al-Qaida.’”

The Iraqi representative said his country offered security and peace, and reiterated its commitment to continue proactive cooperation with the inspection teams “so as to allow them to finish their tasks as soon as possible and verify that Iraq is free of weapons of mass destruction in order to lift the unjust sanctions imposed upon it and ensure respect of its national security.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

5 February – Attempts by United Nations monitors to interview Iraqi individuals continued to be hampered as a potential interviewee insisted on having a witness present during questioning.

A UN spokesman in Baghdad today said the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) had sought another private interview with an Iraqi individual last night. “This individual made the appointment, accompanied by another Iraqi individual, and made suggestions to have this individual present with him during the interview,” Hiro Ueki said. “The interview therefore did not proceed.”

As for inspection activities, an UNMOVIC chemical team visited the Al Riyadh stores, a storage facility for several chemical and engineering companies. Missile teams, meanwhile, inspected the Al Mutassim site, which is involved in final assembling, testing and qualification of solid propellant missiles, and the Al Fateh site, which manufactures mechanical, guidance and control parts for the Al-Samoud missile. “These inspections were conducted to verify Iraq’s declarations and to establish a comprehensive monitoring mechanism,” Mr. Ueki said.

The Commission’s biological teams inspected four sites, according to Mr. Ueki. One visited the Laser and Plasma Institute located on the campus of Baghdad University. “Currently, this institute does postgraduate teaching and research on the effects of irradiated bacteria to develop methods to treat infections,” he said.

Another team inspected the Baghdad Nutrition Research Institute in Baghdad, while a third took some samples at the State Enterprise for Dairy Products. “These samples were taken from the equipment that had been previously used at the Baby Milk Factory in Abu Ghraib,” Mr. Ueki noted. A fourth team revisited the Al Noaman (Numan) Factory and inventoried a storeroom, which contained cluster bombs and components of sub-munitions.

Two UNMOVIC multidisciplinary teams inspected cement production facilities in Baghdad and in Mosul. The Baghdad team inspected the Heti Readymade Concrete, roughly 25 kilometres west of the capital, and the Mosul team inspected the Sinjar Cement Factory.

A team from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspected the Ashakyli Stores south of Baghdad while a second held meetings at the Iraqi Nuclear Monitoring Directorate (NMD). The IAEA also participated in an UNMOVIC inspection of the Institute of Lasers and Plasma Postgraduate Studies at the University of Baghdad, Mr. Ueki said.

* * *

Kosovo

5 February – Though significant achievements were made in Kosovo towards the end of 2002, the province is still a considerable way from reaching the individual benchmarks and targets set by the United Nations, according to a report by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan released today in New York.

In the report covering the activities of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) since last October, Mr. Annan highlighted such positive developments as the second municipal elections and the beginning of the handover of the electoral process to local control, as well as the extension of UNMIK’s authority to northern Mitrovica and the appointment of judges and prosecutors from minority communities.

At the same time, he pointed out that a year after the formation of the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, much remains to be done to build effective, representative, transparent and accountable institutes with meaningful participation of minority community representatives in the civil service. 

Fighting crime and promoting acceptance of the rule of law remain significant challenges, Mr. Annan said, voicing concern at the violence among the Kosovo Albanian community as well as the persistent violence against the Kosovo Serb community. He urged both the majority and minority communities to make renewed efforts to inject momentum into improving inter-ethnic dialogue and promoting the reconciliation process.

“Much energy has been spent seeking challenging the authority of my Special Representative and seeking additional powers,” the Secretary-General said, referring to his envoy in Kosovo, Michael Steiner. “It is important that the Kosovo leadership recognize that, in order to gain additional competencies, they first need solid accomplishments for the benefit of all communities in the areas for which they do have responsibility under the Constitutional Framework.”

Mr. Annan welcomed the decision of the Return Coalition to go back to the Assembly and the introduction of formal monitoring of proceedings, adding that a functioning, representative Assembly is a prerequisite for progress.

* * *

ICJ

5 February – The International Court of Justice (ICJ), the principal judicial body of the United Nations that settles disputes between countries, ruled today that pending further investigation the United States must temporarily stay the execution of three Mexican citizens on US death row.

In a unanimous decision, the 15-judge body, often referred to as the World Court, indicated that the US must “take all measures necessary” to ensure that Cesar Fierro Reyna, Roberto Moreno Ramos and Osvaldo Torres Aguilera, are not executed pending its final judgement in the case of Avena and other Mexican nationals v. United States of America.  The three men had exhausted their appeals and their execution dates were soon to have been scheduled. 

The Court said the delay was needed while the panel investigated whether the men – and 48 other Mexicans on US death row – were given their right to legal help from the Mexican Government. 

Mexico had filed a complaint against the US in The Hague-based tribunal on 9 January, charging that US officials in 10 states had “arrested, detained, tried, convicted and sentenced to death no fewer than 54 Mexican nationals” following proceedings in which the competent authorities failed to comply with their obligations under the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 

Reading the decision from The Hague today, Presiding Judge Gilbert Guillaume said the court supported Mexico’s argument that executing the men would cause “irreparable” damage to their rights if the court later finds in Mexico’s favour. As to the other individuals listed in Mexico’s complaint, the Judge stressed that although currently on death row, their execution dates have not been set, but the Court may, “if appropriate, indicate provisional measures in respect to those individuals” before it renders a final judgement in the present case. 

Mexico asked the ICJ to recommend that the US stay all 54 executions until the Court issues a ruling. It has also asked the Court to recommend that the death sentences be reduced to life in prison and that the men be granted new trials with lawyers provided by the Mexican Government. The US argued that Mexico’s initial request amounted to “a sweeping prohibition of capital punishment of Mexican nationals in the United States regardless of US law” and would infringe on both US national sovereignty and states’ rights. 

In its order, which has a binding effect for the Parties, the Court indicated that the United States should inform it of all measures to implement the decision. The Court has yet to set a date for when it will hear oral arguments in the case and consider whether the prisoners’ rights were indeed violated under the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Rights.

* * * 

UN Headquarters

5 February – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has announced the establishment of the Capital Master Plan project to oversee the renovations of the United Nations Headquarters in New York.

Executive Director Toshiyuki Niwa, who has served as the Assistant Secretary-General for Central Support Services since March 1998, will head the project, which will last for a limited time and deal only with the renovation of the buildings. The renovations will also include the creation of a new Visitors’ Experience as mandated by the General Assembly.

Last December, the Assembly approved a $1 billion budget to refurbish the UN complex, with construction scheduled to begin in October 2004.

* * *

WHO – Polio vaccinations in India


5 February – India is set to launch the largest-ever mass immunization campaign against polio – targeting 165 million children – to combat the largest polio epidemic in recent history, according to the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO).  

When the campaign kicks off Sunday, vaccination teams of over 1.3 million volunteers and health workers, equipped with nearly 200 million doses of vaccine, will go house-to-house and work at booths in communities to reach every child under the age of five. To succeed, the teams will have to cover a country the size of Western Europe in six days, according to WHO.

“This is an extraordinary epidemic,” said Dr. Daniel Tarantola, WHO’s Director of Vaccines and Biologicals, “It requires an extraordinary effort by a whole range of national and international partners.” He added that after some five years of progress, the agency is very focused on India, where stopping transmission will be a “monumental task.”

The campaign, the second of 2003, is to combat a growing polio epidemic that swept the northern part of the country last year. In 2002, the target year to stop poliovirus transmission globally, India was one of only two countries to see a significant rise in new cases – some 15,561 confirmed or 85 per cent of the worldwide total. The northern state of Uttar Pradesh, with a population of 173 million, accounted for 66 per cent of cases in the world.

“This campaign in February is exactly the kind of response necessary to protect the children of India, and indeed the world, from this devastating disease and tackle this final stage of eradication head-on,” Dr. Tarantola said.

* * *

UNFPA

5 February – The United Nations lead population agency and Rotary International vowed to continue their joint efforts to address development needs and confront challenges of global population growth.

By the terms of the Memorandum of Cooperation formalized last year, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and some of the 30,000 Rotary clubs around the world will consult to identify local population and development needs and seek ways to collaborate to address them. UNFPA will encourage its offices to connect with Rotary clubs and districts at the local level. Similarly, Rotary will encourage its club and districts to support population development programmes.

“We are most pleased to continue our working partnership with Rotary International to tackle the critical population issues facing our human family,” said UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid. “We cannot confront the massive challenges of poverty, hunger, disease and environmental destruction unless we address issues of population and reproductive health.”

Rotary International President Bhichai Rattakul echoed Ms. Obaid’s remarks, saying, “A core cause of poverty in many parts of the world is the imbalance between population growth and resources such as employment, health care and education.”

Examples of the cooperation between Rotary and UNFPA in the past year include launching HIV/AIDS awareness campaigns in highly affected areas in India and undertaking efforts to increase understanding of reproductive health issues in regions of Mexico.

* * *

Information technology

5 February – Gearing-up for a world summit on the information society, a United Nations-backed preparatory conference in Beirut today focused on key information communication technology issues relevant to Western Asia.

Delegates to the Western Asia Preparatory Conference for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which moved into its second day of deliberations, is expected to adopt an outcome document that includes recommendations on policies, preliminary plans and initiatives that address key issues and tackle identified problems in building the information society.

The document will be forwarded to the WSIS, the first phase of which will be held in December in Geneva, which aims to raise awareness among political leaders, explore the digital divide and start a public debate on some of the key aspects of the information society.

In a statement at the Conference’s opening session yesterday, the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), Mervat Tallawy, said her organization had prepared a draft document that highlighted the points of strength and weaknesses in information and communication technology in the Arab world. She hoped that the draft would help delegations come up with a Declaration of Principles and the Beirut Initiative toward the establishment of an information society in the region.

Also speaking at the opening session was Jean-Louis Kordahi, Senior Policy Advisor of the WSIS Executive Secretariat and Lebanese Minister of Telecommunications. He called on the audience to notice that telecommunications and information needs were shifting from political and security matters to being used as tools for modernizing production and developing human resources. “The more leaders and nations of the world unite, the stronger the United Nations becomes,” he stressed.

The preparatory conference is organized by ESCWA, in cooperation with the Cairo Office of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), under the auspices of Lebanese President Emile Lahoud.

* * *

UNICEF

5 February – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced plans to team with a leading pan-European children’s entertainment company to promote girls’ education through a football tournament to be held in the Netherlands in June.

UNICEF said it would work together with Fox Kids Europe (FKE) on a series of promotional initiatives throughout the five-month build-up to the Fox Kids Cup international final. The Fox Kids Cup 2003 will be the biggest in its history with an expected participation of more than 200,000 players from 20 countries. Each participating country will host tournaments in association with national football federations or schools’ associations. 

The tournaments will begin this month in more than 130 cities around the world. All children participating in the Cup will be asked to collect pledges from spectators, fans and friends in support of girls’ education and UNICEF’s “Go Girls! Education for Every Child” campaign, which aims to get girls into school in 25 priority countries by 2005. 

“This partnership gives us the chance to spotlight the right to education as fundamental to every child’s development,” said Marjorie Newman-Williams, Director of the Division of Communication at UNICEF. “Every effort to get a girl into school is one that helps to safeguard not only her future but also that of an entire generation of girls and boys.”

UNICEF and FKE first teamed up last year to promote “Say Yes for Children,” a campaign in which over 94 million people pledged support for 10 basic principles to protect and improve the lives of children. 

Shari Donnenfield, FKE’s Executive Director of Research and Marketing, said UNICEF’s commitment to sport and children makes it the ideal partner for the tournament. 

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Africa" ��Agence France Presse - Africa committed to environmental conservation under NEPAD: Wade�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Alienspecies" ��BBC -  Alien species 'cost Africa  billions'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Invasion" ��Agence France Presse - Africa loses billions of dollars in alien flora-fauna invasion�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Billions" ��Xinbhua - Alien species cost Africa billions of dollars�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wetlands" ��Associated Press Worldstream - African wetlands threatened by foreign animal and plant species� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kenya" ��BBC - Kenya now "full member" of new partnership for Africa's development� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Green" ��ENS - UNEP Looks at Making Green "Cool"�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Browncloud" ��Times of India - UNEP meet drops brown cloud issue�
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