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State Spells Out Solution to Rural Electrification 
The Times of Zambia (Ndola) 
NEWS
February 5, 2004 
Posted to the web February 5, 2004 

By Business Reporter
GOVERNMENT says the abundant mini-hydro, solar and biomass resources could be used as an effective and sustainable solution to rural electrification. 

Energy Minister George Mpombo said in Lusaka yesterday that mini-grids based on renewable energy technologies could also save on the cost of imported diesel fuel. 

Mr Mpombo was speaking during the opening of the second workshop on the project on "Renewable Energy-based Electricity Generation for Isolated Mini-grids in Zambia." 

The minister said Government considered the provision of reliable energy services as one of the top priorities in the energy sector. 

He said against this background, it was clear that without addressing electrification barriers related to policy, financial, institutional, technical and information awareness, it would be difficult to promote sustainable energy alternatives to increase access. 

Mr Mpombo also said based on the current low levels of electrification, some decisive actions were being taken to address this and, among them was the enactment of legislation to create the Rural Electrification Authority. 

Though the authority is not yet operational, it is envisaged that it will spearhead the national electrification programme in a more comprehensive manner than the current piece-meal approach. 

Further, Government is planning to review the national energy policy document of 1994 to make it more responsive to the current and future challenges in the energy sector. 

Mr Mpombo appealed to the stakeholders in the project to move from workshops to the implementation stage of the pilot project in the three selected sites in Shiwang'andu, Kaputa and Samfya. 

He said Government was committed to the success of the project and pledged to providing a conducive environment that would attract and ensure the viability of investment in the energy sector. 

The project is being funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (Unido) and the United Nations environment Programme (Unep). 

	[image: image1.png]





___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

EarthVision

West Africa Looks to Biosphere Reserves to Generate Income, Fight Poverty
 

PARIS, February 4, 2004 – West African environment ministers, meeting at the United Nations cultural agency in Paris, have called on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), to generate incomes and help fight poverty by using six regional nature reserves as sustainable development sites. 

"Concerned by the ongoing environmental degradation and the concomitant increasing poverty across the African continent, we are committed to promoting the use of biosphere reserves as operational sites for sustainable development in the fight against poverty and in implementing the action plan of the Environment Initiative of NEPAD," the ministers said from their meeting at the United Nations cultural agency in Paris. 

This four-year project, sponsored by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) www.unesco.org and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), www.unep.org is designed to improve the management of the reserves. In the UNESCO-designated biosphere reserves, communities try to reconcile conservation with sustainable use of natural resources. 

"Biosphere reserves constitute perfect field laboratories for implementing the environmental objectives of NEPAD and the (2002) World Summit for Sustainable Development," said UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura. 

The project will inventory the reserves’ plants and animals, and build scientific and administrative institutions to manage the environmental impact of economic activities such as agriculture, hunting, fishing and animal rearing. According to UNESCO, the reserves’ neighboring communities will develop new means of income-generation such as eco-tourism. 

With a budget exceeding $6 million, the project is partially financed by the Global Environment Facility and UNESCO’s AfriMAB network, which comprises 63 biosphere reserves designated between 1976 and 2003 in 29 African countries.
U.S. Newswire

Environmentalists Call for U.S. Action as Malaysia Exposed as Center of Illegal Trade in Endangered Timber

2/5/04 10:17:00 AM 



To: National Desk 

Contact: Allan Thornton, 202-483-6621, or allanthornton@eia-international.org, Sascha von Bismarck, 202-483-6621 or 571-216-9422 (cell) or saschavonbismarck@eia-international.org, both of the Environmental Investigation Agency

WASHINGTON, Feb. 5 /U.S. Newswire/ -- A new report "Profiting from Plunder: How Malaysia Smuggles Endangered Wood" released today exposes Malaysia's role at the center of a thriving trade in a protected tree species which links illegal US imports with the destruction of protected habitat for endangered orangutans.

The report is released by the Environmental Investigation Agency, (EIA) a non-profit environmental group and Telapak, an Indonesian partner organization, as US diplomats prepare to join 2,000 delegates at next week's meeting of the 166 nation Biodiversity Convention in the Malaysian capital of Kuala Lumpur. Forests being destroyed by illegal logging of ramin include national parks sheltering critically endangered orangutans, as well as Sumatran rhinoceros and Malayan sun bears. 

EIA and Telapak will release video evidence of Malaysian businessmen boasting how they obtain government issued documents to export the smuggled ramin, an endangered Indonesian tree species. Malaysian companies produce baby cribs which are shipped directly to US based companies such as Dream on Me of New York and are sold by leading retailers such as Pottery Barn Kids to unsuspecting consumers.

A coalition of leading US environmental groups representing millions of members and supporters in the US and around the world, including the Natural Resources Defense Council, the Sierra Club, Greenpeace, Defenders of Wildlife, Rainforest Action Network, Earthjustice, and Orangutan Foundation International today joined EIA in releasing a statement calling on the US government to raise the issue with Malaysia and impose trade sanctions under the US Pelly Amendment unless Malaysia takes meaningful action to resolve the problem.

A single port in Malaysia handles up to 70,000 metric tons of endangered ramin timber each year, most of which is shipped to China and Taiwan which produce pool cues, mop handles and picture frames which are then shipped to the US without the permits required by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species. (CITES). In 2003, US authorities seized more than 120,000 pieces of illegal Ramin exported from China, most of which is believed to have been smuggled through Malaysia. 

Indonesia banned trade and export of ramin in August 2001 using the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) to combat illegal logging of the high value hardwood in protected areas, including Tanjung Puting National Park in Kalimantan, one of the world's last orangutan strongholds.

"Every shipment of illegal Indonesian Ramin, sold by Malaysia, is moving the orangutans and other endangered species a step closer to extinction" said Thornton. "Malaysia is undermining the international community's efforts, through CITES, to protect Ramin and orangutans. Malaysia is undercutting the US President's Initiative on Illegal Logging launched by Secretary of State Colin Powell last July, and efforts by Indonesia, other Asian nations, and the European Union, to crack down on the global illegal timber trade."

For further information contact: Allan Thornton: 202-483-6621; allanthornton@eia-international.org; Sascha von Bismarck at 202-483-6621; Cell: 571-216-9422; saschavonbismarck@eia- international.org 

Photos and Video film footage on Beta and VHS are available. 

---

EDITOR'S NOTES

-- Indonesia contains ten per cent of the world's remaining tropical forests.

-- Over 70 per cent of Indonesia's original frontier forests have been lost. 

-- Research indicates that up to 70 per cent of timber processed in Indonesia comes from illegal sources.

-- Ramin was placed on Appendix III of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) by Indonesia in August 2001, effectively banning international trade in Indonesian ramin. CITES has 155 country signatories including Malaysia, Indonesia and the United States

-- In 1971, Congress enacted the Pelly Amendment (22 U.S.C. ' 1978) to the Fisherman's Protective Act of 1967 in recognition that international agreements often lack the necessary enforcement provisions to conserve species effectively. 

-- Under the Pelly Amendment, the Secretary of the Interior or Secretary of Commerce can determine that nationals of a foreign country, directly or indirectly, are engaging in trade which diminishes the effectiveness of an international environmental program for endangered or threatened species. Once a country is so certified, the President of the United States has 60 days to consider trade sanctions and other measures against that country and inform Congress of his decision. 

-- Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) will meet from 9th to 20th February 2004 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

-- EIA is an independent environmental non-profit group based in London and Washington DC. More information at www.eia- international.org

-- Telapak is an independent environmental non-profit group based in Bogor, Indonesia. More information at http://www.telapak.org
http://www.usnewswire.com/
ASSOCIATED PRESS,
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Warming said threat to ski resorts   

 TURIN, Italy - Global warming is threatening the world's ski resorts, with melting at lower altitudes forcing the sport to move higher and higher up mountains, according to a United Nations study.                                  

 Downhill skiing could disappear altogether at some resorts, while at others, a retreating snow line will cut off base villages from their ski runs as soon as  2030, warned the report by the U.N. Environment Program.                         

 "Climate change is happening now. We can measure it," said Klaus Toepfer,  executive director of the U.N. program. "This study shows that it is not just the developing world that will suffer."                                          

 The report focused on ski resorts in Austria, Italy, Switzerland, Australia, the  United States and Canada, using temperature forecasts produced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a body of some 2,000 scientists.      

 The panel estimated temperatures will rise by a range of 2.5 degrees to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100 unless dramatic action is taken to reduce greenhouse  gas emissions.                                                                   

 Many scientists believe that carbon dioxide and other so-called "greenhouse" gases trap heat in the atmosphere.                                               

 "It appears clear that many resorts, particularly the traditional, lower  altitude resorts of Europe, will be either unable to operate as a result of lack of snow or will face additional costs, including artificial snowmaking, that may render them uneconomic," the report said.                                        

 U.N. officials presented their findings at a recent environmental conference of  the International Olympic Committee, or IOC, hosted by organizers for the Turin  2006 Olympics.                                                                   

 The findings prompted Pal Schmitt, head of the committee's Sport and Environment  Commission, to say that global warming will "probably affect how the IOC chooses  host cities for future Winter Games."                                            

 Schmitt said that the IOC still prefers new candidate cities, but it may be forced to return to sites of recent games to avoid having to build structures  that could be obsolete in the near future.                                       

 The magic number for ski resorts right now is an altitude of 4,265 feet,   according to Rolf Buerk, an economic geographer at the University of Zurich who led the research behind the report.                                              

 At that level and above, there is reliable snowfall. In the future, however,  global warming is going to push the regular snowfall altitude to between 4,900 feet and 6,000 feet, Buerk said.                                                 

 "In Switzerland, several low-lying resorts are already having problems getting  bank loans," he said.                                                            

 One likely casualty is the scenic Austrian village of Kitzbuhel, Buerk said. The village is 2,493 feet above sea level and will eventually be cut off from its ski slopes. That's because, according to the report, Austria's snow line is  expected to rise by 656 to 984 feet over the next 30-50 years.                   

 "We see this as a long-term threat," said Eduardo Zwissig, marketing manager of  the upscale Swiss resort at Gstaad, which is at 3,465-foot level and has skiing from 4,950 to 9,900 feet.                                                        

 He said authorities are looking for ways to "minimize economic risk," with plans including new hiking trails that can be used in summer and winter, as well as  convention centers.                                                              

 Buerk said artificial snow is not the answer.                                    

 "The main reason is it's too expensive," he said, explaining that it costs $600,000 in installation fees and $60,000 each year for each mile of artificial  snow. "And if it's warmer than (freezing), it requires a lot of energy," Buerk added.                                                                           

 (Published: February 5, 2004)                                                         

 Copyright © Cape Cod Times. All rights reserved.                                 
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Bahrain Tribune
February 4, 2004 Wednesday

Major environment meet on Feb. 23-25 

BODY:
Under the patronage of Shaikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa, president, General Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife, the fourth Speciality Conference on Environmental Progress in the Petroleum and Petrochemical Industries will be organised on February 23-25. This conference is being organised by the Saudi Arabian section of the Air and Waste Management Association in collaboration with the Bahrain Society of Engineers at Gulf International Convention and Exhibition Centre.

During the past seven years, organisers have conducted three international conferences under the same title, covering different themes concerning various environmental issues of substantial interest to companies involved in petroleum and petrochemical fields in the Gulf region. This conference is being organised under the theme, "Creative Solutions," and a selected number of specialists worldwide have been invited to deliver keynote speeches at the beginning of each session of the conference. 

The highlight of the event is the keynote speeches to be presented by 10 speakers which includes that of Sir Charles Nicholson from British Petroleum and Air and Waste Management Association; Joseph A. Martone along with Karen Smith from Argonne National Laboratory, Basle, Switzerland; Al Yousefi from the UN environment programme; Alexandre Rojey (Institut francais du Petrole), Dieter H. Hiller (University of Stuttgart, Germany); Prof. Omar Siraj Abu Rizaiza, Dave Watkins (Omnex Management and Engineering Consultants), Dr Jorge Marx Gomez (Technische Fachhochschule) and Dr Randall Gossen (chairman, IPIECA).

All the above keynote speakers bring with them years or decades of experience and will be sharing their experiences with invited VIP government officials and participants.

The organisers had originally received more than 106 abstracts of scientific papers from 23 countries covering the Middle East, Europe and North America presenting the latest developments in environmental technology and sciences of which 89 papers will be presented at the forthcoming event. Presentations covering a number of topics include air quality, wastewater management and minimisation, marine protection, global environmental issues, groundwater quality, site remediation, clean fuels, naturally occurring radioactive materials and environmental management.

Five workshops will be conducted during the two days preceding the conference, addressing a number of topics such as environmental management systems and International Standardisation Organisation 14001, air dispersion modelling, an integrated management system for quality environment, health and safety, recent advances in marine dispersants and environmental impact assessment. These workshops will be addressing some of the environmental issues, their impact and ways to address environmental issues in any organisation.

An exhibition will be organised concurrent to the conference to display the latest technical and industrial products related to the environmental field. So far, 20 companies have booked 32 exhibition booths to display their products and services.

Many companies have confirmed their support to the event and are sponsoring various events at the conference. The organisers wish to extend their thanks to Saudi Aramco, British Petroleum, Al Khafji Joint Operations, Schlumberger, Saudi Arabia Basic Industries Company, Bahrain Petroleum Company, United National Environmental Programme, Bechtel and Buchen IRM Abdul Aal for their continuous contribution and support. Such conferences contribute significantly in raising environmental awareness in BSE. The conference secretariat has already received 100 registrations for attending the conference and expecting more than 500 environmental specialists from GCC countries, the Middle East, Europe, the US and the Far East. With the advent of technology in every part of the industry, it is therefore very important for environment specialists to keep themselves informed about various options available to make an organisation "environmentally friendly," and this conference promises to provide some of the required solutions to commonly encountered problems. Registrations are in progress and interested delegates may contact the conference secretariat (1772 7100, fax 1772 9829, e-mail bseng@batelco.com.bh) to register for the event.
________________________________________________________________________________
Xinhua
February 5, 2004, Thursday 6:47 AM Eastern Time

 Tanzanian parliament ratifies GM plant treaty

BODY:
DAR ES SALAAM, Feb. 5 (Xinhua) --Tanzania's parliament has ratified an international treaty aimed at conserving the promoting sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, local newspaper Daily News reported Thursday.

The decision was made by lawmakers attending a regular session of the National Assembly in the central city of Dodoma Wednesday. 

Ratifying the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources will enable Tanzania to make a fair and equitable use of its genetic resources, Minister for Agriculture and Food Security Charles Keenja said.

"The government will later enact legislation that would complement the implementation of the treaty," he told the members of parliament

The treaty, which covers all plant genetic resources related to food and agriculture that are in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, was adopted by the United Nations Food and Agriculture in November 2001 after seven years of negotiation.

Under the treaty, signatories are required to set up an efficient, effective and transparent multilateral system to facilitate access to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
ENS                                                                                 

MacArthur Foundation Grants Shelter Madagascar's Biodiversity 

CHICAGO, Illinois, February 5, 2004 (ENS) - Conservation and sustainable development efforts in the isolated and biodiverse nation of Madagascar received a boost Wednesday in the form of four grants totaling $1.6 million from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation based in Chicago. 

The good news comes just as the island nation is cleaning up after tropical cyclone Elita which hit Madagascar on January 28 with winds averaging 200 miles per hour. 

Government officials who visited the affected areas in the western and southeastern parts of the country estimate that between 7,000 and 10,000 people had lost their homes. Schools and health facilities were damaged, and water, electricity and telecommunications were cut, but these services now are being restored. 

An island in the Indian Ocean Africa's southeast coast, Madagascar is geographically isolated, and as a result has developed an extraordinary diversity of ecosystems. But the income level is low, so the infrastructure to protect the country's rich biodiversity is fragile or non-existent. 

Jonathan Fanton, president of the MacArthur Foundation, said Madagascar is in "a class of its own in terms of the number of species on the island that exist nowhere else." 

“But like other countries in the tropics that are home to much of the world’s greatest diversity of species," said Fanton, "Madagascar’s natural resources are at risk because of its extreme poverty." 

Despite natural disasters and poverty, Madagascar is trying to protect its biodiversity, and that attitude has drawn the support of the MacArthur Foundation. 

At the Vth IUCN World Parks Congress in South Africa last September, the President of Madagascar Marc Ravalomanana committed to increasing the total area protected from 1.7 million to six millon hectares over the next five years. Additions will include marine areas and wetlands and will bring the total area under protection to 10 percent by 2008. 

[image: image6.jpg]


Madagascar has more lemur species than any other country. Here an Indri lemur perches in a tree at the Perinet-Analamazoatra Reserve. (Photos © David Parks and Larry Barnes courtesy Missouri Botannical Garden)
"In light of the challenges the government faces, we are enormously encouraged by current Malagasy President Marc Ravalomanana’s recent commitment to triple the area of the country’s protected land," Fanton said Wednesday. "We are providing funds to help meet the immediate goal of conserving large landscapes and ensuring local institutions are in a position to manage their biodiversity in the future.” 

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF), based in Washington, DC, received the largest of the four MacArthur Foundation grants, $625,000, to help create a trust fund that will build the financial infrastructure needed to ensure there is funding available in the long-term to help protect Madagascar’s environment. 

Funds for the Madagascar Foundation, which the Malagasy government expects will reach $50 million by 2008 and will be held in an endowment, will be used to finance national environmental management institutions. 

The MacArthur Foundation's capital contribution is expected to attract investments from other sources, such as international agencies, governments, and other foundations. 

WWF will use some of the grant funding to help the new foundation establish policies and procedures so it can effectively raise, manage, and invest its resources to produce the maximum conservation impact. 

The next largest of the four grants, $500,000, was awarded to the American Museum of Natural History to help expand and enhance training opportunities for Malagasy conservation professionals through a “training of trainers” program. The newly trained conservationists will help manage the newly protected areas and train others as well. 

Funds will be used to develop training sessions on key topics in biodiversity conservation, such as landscape ecology, threat assessment, applied demography, and natural resource accounting. The program will be designed for both conservation professionals and university instructors who are in a position to continue the trainings for future generations. 

Clearing previously uncut rainforest along the Ambanizana River on Madagascar's Masoala Peninsula 

The Missouri Botanical Garden received a grant of $250,000 to help Malagasy conservation organizations better protect their country’s native plants, conserve its biodiversity, and sustainably manage its natural resources. 

A team of Malagasy field botanists will be created to identify the needs of and relocate at least 150 of the most poorly documented and critically endangered plant species from the Ibity Itremo mountain region on the east coast to areas that assure their protection. 

A conservation assessment team of Malagasy specialists will be established to conduct studies in 10 areas that have been identified as priorities for plant conservation. Grant funding will also be used to offer Master’s level training for nine Malagasy students in applied plant conservation science and to set up a nonprofit botanical consulting service to provide expertise on a contract basis. 

Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History received a grant of $225,000 to train a team of four Malagasy field biologists to provide leadership for conservation efforts in Madagascar. These scientists will provide a base of Malagasy scientific leadership able to conduct and interpret the results of rapid biological inventories in poorly or unknown forest areas on the island and to act as mentors for younger Malagasy students. 

Conservation efforts will take place in the face of the frequent natural disasters that assail Madagascar. Drought in the south threatens some 130,000 people, and recurrent cyclones and annual flooding affect most other parts of the island. 

According to the United Nations Development Programme's new Disaster Risk Index, an average of 58 people out of a population of 12 million die a year in Madagascar as a result of natural disasters. 

The MacArthur Foundation has been providing support for conservation and sustainable development efforts in Madagascar for 10 years. With the goal of preserving high biodiversity landscapes, funding has been geared towards helping build the capacity of local groups to manage the biodiversity of their region and to train a new generation of conservation professionals and practitioners. 

The Foundation provides support for efforts in nine ecological regions of the world - Madagascar, the Albertine Rift, and the Lower Guinean Forest in Africa; the Eastern Himalaya, the Lower Mekong, and Indo-Melanesia in Asia and the Pacific Rim; and the Northern Andes, Southern Andes, and Insular Caribbean in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

The MacArthur Foundation also provides support for conservation work in the world’s most biologically rich yet threatened areas through its funding of the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, a joint initiative with Conservation International, the World Bank, the Global Environment Facility, and the government of Japan. It aims to advance conservation of the Earth’s most vulnerable ecosystems by providing support to nongovernmental, community and grassroots organizations. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Global Monitoring for Environment, Security in Europe 
BRUSSELS, Belgium, February 5, 2004 (ENS) - Europe is pulling together a multi-million euro system that will harness, coordinate and enhance Earth observation and monitoring information from satellites in orbit and from sensors on the ground. The new system - developed in cooperation with the European Space Agency - will be used to support decisionmakers who must deal with security issues and environmental crises such as forest fires or floods. 

The European Commission Monday adopted an action plan for the system, called Global Monitoring for the Environment and Security (GMES), that details how to establish a working capacity by 2008, including a structure for GMES management and funding. 

It is estimated that €80 million will be required in 2007, with an increase to €150 million in subsequent years for service provision alone. 

The system will take raw data pouring in through the satellites and sensors and deliver it to service providers through an information management system. 

These providers will create and offer targeted services to groups of specific users, such as public authorities, aid agencies and private enterprises to better manage and anticipate potentially dangerous and costly situations, from environmental crises to security issues. 

"The greater the accuracy and timeliness of the information available, the greater the ability for decisionmakers to act effectively," said European Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin. 

A virtually cloud free Europe is shown in this enhanced composite image taken on August 10, 2003, by Europe’s Meteosat Second Generation satellite (MSG-1). (Photo courtesy ESA)
In Europe it is estimated that an improvement in the understanding of natural hazards such as floods and forest fires could lead to a savings of about €370 million per year, while improved forecasting and prediction could result in savings of up to €1,000 million per year in Europe. 

Scientists estimate the annual economic impact of air pollution in Europe at €360 billion, with hundreds of thousands of people dying each year because of pollution related illnesses. GMES can improve prediction, monitoring and assessment to better cope with natural and human-made hazards, including reducing the loss of life and property. 

When GMES is functioning it will be put to work to help Europe meet its environmental commitments, within EU territory and globally, by formulating, implementing and verifying the Community environmental policies, national regulations and international conventions. 

The monitoring data will be used to fill security and defense functions such as border surveillance. 

Beyond Europe, mapping information still is lacking to support the efficiency of operations that support delivery of humanitarian aid, food security, crisis management and conflict prevention. 

Worldwide, GMES will help Europe develop a leadership role in global environmental monitoring. 

Since the first Earth Observation Summit in July 2003, GMES was considered as the European contribution to the establishment of a comprehensive and coordinated global Earth Observation System. 

The European Commission has a leading role in the ad hoc Group on Earth Observation as co-chair, alongside the United States, Japan and South Africa. 

At a meeting of the European Space Agency (ESA) Council in Paris yesterday governments agreed to release the funds needed to put the Ariane 5 launcher back on track. Europe and Russia have agreed to cooperate in the field of launchers at the European spaceport in French Guiana. The goal is to have Russian Soyuz launchers operated by Europe’s commercial launch operator, Arianespace, as of 2006 - and joint activities in the field of future launchers. 

"Europe can today fly high: we have a launcher which is highly appreciated worldwide and the preparation of future developments is now a reality," said ESA Director General Jean-Jacques Dordain. "And when, in 2006, Soyuz lifts off from Europe’s spaceport in Kourou [French Guiana] we will have reached with our Russian partner another important milestone for Europe in space."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop News


PNG Landowners Forest Gift to Conservation Min.
Friday, 6 February 2004, 12:22 pm
Press Release: Greenpeace New Zealand 
GREENPEACE PRESS RELEASE 

PNG Landowners Give Gift of the Forest to NZ Conservation Minister 
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Greenpeace and Papua New Guinea landowners today handed over a photo album graphically illustrating the plight of Papua New Guinea’s forest peoples to New Zealand’s Conservation Minister. 

“The album is a ‘bon voyage’ present to Minister Chris Carter as he prepares to leave for the Convention on Biological Diversity meeting in Malaysia next week,” says PNG Landowner Representative Dorothy Tekwie. 

“We hope he takes time to read the stories of the people of Wawoi Guavi, who oppose the logging by Malaysian company, Rimbunan Hijau on their land, and get an understanding of the cultural and ecological importance of the forest we are trying to protect.” 

A second photo album was delivered to the office of Prime Minister Helen Clarke today. 

“We are asking the New Zealand Government for a gift in return - to stop the importation of illegally logged wood, and strengthen their commitment to the Convention on Biological Diversity so that these practices are stopped not only in New Zealand but around the world,” said Tekwie. 

Earlier this week, Greenpeace drew attention to the operations of The LumberBank , asking the company to verify the origin of the timber in their yard. The LumberBank is owned and supplied by Rimbunan Hijau. 

For more information phone: 

Communications Officer Suzette Jackson 021 577 556 Dorothy Tekwie Landowner Representative 021 177 9029

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ New Straits Times-Management Times
February 5, 2004 Thursday

Call to take stock of sustainable development, 
BYLINE: Deborah Loh

BODY:
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Local environmental groups today urged the Government to use next week's Convention on Biological Diversity to "take stock" of how well Malaysia has practised sustainable development.

The 18-member coalition, Malaysian Environmental Non-Government Organisations (Mengo), said the Government should not merely pat itself on the back for hosting the mammoth event, but make sure the policies on balancing conservation and development were fully implemented. 

"Success is measured by what's left on the ground, not the number of papers produced or policies drafted," Mengo chairman Dr Loh Chi Leong said at a briefing today. He is also Malaysian Nature Society executive director.

He said Malaysia was recognised as one of the world's 12 mega- biodiversity sites, yet suffered from habitat and species loss as it strived for development.

"We are in a dubious position as a mega-biodiversity country when a lot of our species are disappearing," Loh said.

Mengo members present were from the World Wide Fund for Nature Malaysia, Wetlands International and the Third World Network.

They hoped the Government, which is a party to the convention, will take integrated approaches to policing the environment and development activities.

Loh said a weakness was that laws protecting the environment came under different ministries or agencies - a failure to recognise the interdependency of plants, animals and humans with the environment.

Also, despite Federal-level policies on conserving biodiversity, some State Governments still conducted "incompatible" projects, such as development on marine park islands, logging, and road-building through highland areas which polluted water catchment areas.

Third World Network's Chee Yoke Ling said one of the convention's goals was a "significant reduction in the current rate of biodiversity loss" by 2010, but "all of our future development projects will instead go the other way".

Another "contradictory" move by the Government was its coal-based fuel policy, when coal was a major air polluter and emitter of greenhouse gases.

The convention runs for three weeks from Monday at the Putra World Trade Centre and is divided into the Seventh Conference of Parties (COP7) from Feb 9 to 20, and the First Meeting of Parties (MOP1) from Feb 23 to 27.

About 2,500 delegates from 180 countries which are party to the convention will attend.

COP7 issues include access and benefit-sharing among governments, private sectors and indigenous people who all want a stake in profits arising from the commercialisation and use of biological resources.

MOP1 will begin international negotiations on implementing the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which regulates the transboundary movement of genetically modified organisms in trade.

The Nation (Nairobi) 
NEWS
February 5, 2004 
Oryx-Adopting Lioness Missing From Park 
By Muchemi Wachira
Nairobi 
The dramatic scene of the lioness adopting an oryx calf may now be a thing of the past. Unless another lioness develops the same instinct of making the astonishing alliance with a herbivore, the spectacular one named Kamuniak, whose extraordinary cohabiting with six oryx calves and a baby impala at different times shocked the world, has gone missing. 

The peculiar cohabitation had been witnessed at the Samburu Game Reserve last year. 

Kamuniak, which in the Samburu language means the blessed one, has not been seen for the last nine months at the extensive game reserve and the management of the 390-square kilometres game reserve cannot trace it. 

"There is a likelihood that the lioness may have moved out of the reserve since it is not fenced or it may have died," the assistant manager of the reserve, Mr Tom Lesarge, told Horizon. 

The story of the peculiar friendship between the lioness - a fierce predator and its usual prey, had become the talk of the country. 

It was such an oddity for the fully-grown lioness to be spotted roaming in the game reserve in the company of the Beisa Oryx calf in January 2002. 

Tourists, game workers, villagers and media people could not believe when they saw the two walking side by side. 

Kamuniak is said to have adopted the calf from its mother immediately after birth. It scared off the mother and assumed the motherhood responsibilities as the baby oryx followed the lioness with confidence. 

The whole scenario reflected the intimacy of a mother and her calf. After walking, the two would then lie down to rest. 

In their first days of friendship, the two animals had not been used to each other. They appeared frail, indicating that they were starving. 

It is only after walking together for some days that the odd couple settled to their separate feeding habits. 

More often than not, Kamuniak would walk behind the calf watchfully- apparently to protect it from other predators just as it would with its own cub. 

The picture of the pair wandering around the foot of Koitogor Hills near the Serena Samburu Lodge used to attract tourists who came in truckloads to see the oddity. The friendship defied all logic. How could a lioness radically depart from its predatory instincts and start making friends with an herbivore, which is its usual prey? 

No scientific explanation has up to now been advanced for the strange companionship. 

Wildlife experts say that the two animals have sharply contrasting habits. While lions are voracious carnivores that commonly prey on herbivores like antelope, waterbuck and zebra, the oryx is a gentle browser, which survives on grass and leaves alone. 

It spends most of its time evading its predators such as big cats, mainly by its speed, although the adults are also proficient at defending themselves with their long sharp horns. 

A lioness sleeps for up to 16 hours a day and is active for only eight, while the oryx spends 65 per cent of its time browsing. 

Lions rely largely on their sight while the latter survive by their sharp sense of smell. 

Wildlife experts maintain that lions move in twos and threes. They normally mark out a territory by fighting off the weaker males. They will then subdue the females within the territory by killing all male cubs from previous mates and siring their own as the natural way of ensuring their genes are passed on. 

The first cohabitation for the fabulous lioness did not last for long before the law of the jungle took its toll. An older lion from another pride must have watched the weird alliance when the lioness and its adopted calf strayed into the lion's territory. 

This was after 15 days of walking together side-by-side and stretching out to enjoy the hot weather and the savannah breeze. 

The lioness, which had all along been vigilant to ensure no predator attempted to attack it's newly adopted calf, had just turned its back to drink water from the Uaso Nyiro River. 

It had not realised that the lion had spotted easy prey on seeing the frail brown oryx calf. The lion pounced on the calf, killing it instantly. 

Later, Samburu Serena wildlife expert Vincent Kapeen explained that there was a high possibility that the killer lion could have eliminated the calf after mistaking it for a rival's cub. He further added that the lion may have realised later that the calf was actually a meal. 

However, the fabulous lioness did not go for long before entering into another union with a baby oryx, which it did in less than a month. This was on Valentine's Day (February 14, 2002) when the lioness adopted a second oryx calf. 

And to ensure the baby calf did not become a victim of any predator like before, the wardens at the wildlife reserve mounted a round-the-clock vigil over the odd couple. 

They used to keep away other lionesses in the pride and particularly the lion that had made a meal of the first calf. 

Tourists again started streaming in to watch the second stunning cohabitation. 

Eventually, the Kenya Wildlife Service personnel took away the oryx calf from the lioness, explaining that they were saving it from starvation. 

Naturalists and researchers then started exploring Kamuniak's strange behaviour to see whether they could explain its abnormal relationship with the herbivores. 

In their observation, they realised that Kamuniak would not abandon her strange behaviour. 

Immediately the oryx calf was taken away from her, she started trailing herds of oryx, ostensibly to try and adopt another calf. 

She succeeded when she managed to adopt another one, which was also taken away as it was also starving. 

Kamuniak went ahead to adopt a fourth calf and when it was separated from her by the game rangers, the lioness disappeared from the Samburu Game Reserve. 

The fourth calf had been taken away by its biological mother when Kamuniak went hunting. 

She later resurfaced and adopted yet a fifth and a sixth oryx calves, which were all separated from her for fear they would starve. 

Veterinarians used to explain that the calves were being taken away from their mothers in the formative years before they had finished suckling. 

Lastly, the lioness adopted an impala that died from starvation. 


_________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

06 February 2004
UNEP in the News

A-G Seeks Lawyers' Input in Environmental Laws

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Lawyers in private practice have been asked to apply their expertise in the implementation of environmental law. Attorney-General Amos Wako said Kenyan lawyers had not been active in public interest litigation, yet this was important for the country's long-term development. "The challenge to you is to promote clear understanding among Kenyans. You should help the courts develop jurisprudence in the field and establish precedents on which Kenyans can rely on for public participation and access to environmental justice," said Wako. The A-G also challenged lawyers in his department to maintain professional integrity and probity, saying their responsibility was enormous. He said the Environment Management and Co-ordination Act was a response to an outcry for legal redress to rapid environmental degradation. The United Nations Environment Programme representative, Ms Elizabeth Mrema - who spoke on behalf of Executive Director Klaus Toepfer – said the organisation was currently developing a Judges Handbook on Environmental Law to assist the Judiciary effectively play its rightful role. The handbook was the result of a planning- and capacity-building meeting recently held in Kenya, in which Chief Justice Evan Gicheru hosted English-speaking African chief justices.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200402050687.html
General environment news

EU grants Mauritius US$33 million for environment projects 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritius and the European Union (EU) have signed an agreement for a grant of 33 million US dollar to finance environmental projects in the country, official sources said Thursday in Port-Louis. The Head of the European Commission delegation to Mauritius and the Mauritian Industry and Financial Services, Minister Sushil Khushiram signed the agreement. Khushiram said Mauritius was among the first African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries to be granted budgetary support under the 9th European Development Fund (EDF) based on "high economic performance and transparency in budgetary system and procedures. "The EU grant would be used to address drainage and waste water management in Mauritius. "Only one fifth of the population is connected to the main drainage network. A large volume of wastes is poured into the lagoon, which poses a serious threat to underground water, marine ecosystem and public health," Khushiram said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng030081&dte=05/02/2004
Expert warns on dwindling waters of Lake Victoria 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A significant drop has occurred in the volume of water within Lake Victoria, according to an official in a sub-regional body charged with the management of the largest African fresh water mass. The field co-ordinator of the Lake Victoria Environmental Project  (LVEMP) observed that the drop was expected to impact negatively on the quantity of fish harvest from the lake shared by Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. Speaking to PANA in Kusumu, Kenya's main Lake Victoria port on Wednesday, he attributed the situation to the destruction of wetlands and catchment areas, the primary sources of water that drains into the lake. He also blamed residents who over-exploited catchment areas and wetlands by attempting unsuccessfully to convert them into farmland. He reiterated the need for farmers to revert to planting indigenous trees that do not consume as much water as the foreign varieties, particularly the Eucalyptus and Gum tree.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng029869&dte=05/02/2004
Environmental Groups Find Loopholes in New Air Quality Deal

Business Day (Johannesburg): There are shortcomings in the proposed Air Quality Management Bill now being considered by Parliament's environmental affairs and tourism committee, according to a submission by the Legal Resources Centre on behalf of environmental groups around the country. The proposed legislation to replace the outdated Atmospheric Pollution Prevention Act is meant to tighten up regulation of air quality by among other things stipulating what ambient concentrations of substances are allowed in specified areas. The committee is holding public hearings on the bill, and has been inundated with submissions by local environmental groups concerned about poor air quality in their areas. The Legal Resources Centre was concerned that the bill provided for discretionary decisions "which if properly made could result in environmental rights being infringed". Insufficient guidance was given to government officials as to how they should exercise their discretion. "The proposed bill is inherently contradictory and impossible to implement," the centre argued.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200402050347.html
Oryx-Adopting Lioness Missing From Park

The Nation (Nairobi): The dramatic scene of the lioness adopting an oryx calf may now be a thing of the past. Unless another lioness develops the same instinct of making the astonishing alliance with a herbivore, the spectacular one named Kamuniak, whose extraordinary cohabiting with six oryx calves and a baby impala at different times shocked the world, has gone missing. The peculiar cohabitation had been witnessed at the Samburu Game Reserve last year. Kamuniak, which in the Samburu language means the blessed one, has not been seen for the last nine months at the extensive game reserve and the management of the 390-square kilometres game reserve cannot trace it. "There is a likelihood that the lioness may have moved out of the reserve since it is not fenced or it may have died," the assistant manager of the reserve, Mr. Tom Lesarge, told Horizon. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200402050205.html

__________________________________________________________________________________________ UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP news update – 5 February 2004

UN and UNEP News

UN agencies explore control strategies

China Daily 2004-02-05

The State Forestry Administration (SFA) of China yesterday issued a circular suspending display and visitation of rare and endangered species like ibis and cranes. 

UN agencies were still in urgent meetings yesterday in Rome over how to deal with the bird flu sweeping across Asia. Experts from three UN bodies-the FAO, WHO and the World Organization for Animal Health hoped to work out strategies to help affected countries tackle the epidemic and prevent future outbreaks during the meeting at the FAO’s headquarters.

General Environment News

Fund to help deal with wastes
China Daily People’s Daily China Environment News Economic Daily  2004-02-05
China plans to spend nearly 15 billion yuan (US$1.8 billion) in the next three years to build installations for the safe storage and disposal of various dangerous wastes nationwide.
http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2004-02/05/content_303181.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Conference at UN seeks nearly $500 million to rebuild Liberia

*
Annan invites Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders to New York for talks

*
As Africa stabilizes, world must commit troops to peacekeeping, UN official says

*
Militia fires on UN team investigating alleged massacre in DR of Congo

*
Annan welcomes report calling on nations to develop science and technology strategy

*
UN experts recommend targeted vaccination for bird flu, call for financial aid

*
UN scheme to teach gender awareness to judicial officers in Afghanistan

*
Reproductive health investment could save millions of lives – UN report

*
‘Artists for the UN’ scheme launched to promote global peace

* * * *
Liberia

5 February – A donors’ conference seeking almost $500 million for the next two years to help Liberia rebuild from its devastating 14-year-long civil war opened today at United Nations Headquarters in New York with speakers calling for generous pledges to help the nation – and the West African region – get on the track to stability and recovery.

The meeting was a “critical milestone” in the country’s journey from crisis to recovery, offering a chance “to help achieve a real and lasting peace dividend” for Liberians, Mark Malloch Brown, chair of the UN Development Group (UNDG), which organized the two-day International Conference on the Reconstruction of Liberia, said in his opening address.

He recalled the signing in August of the peace accord that brought an end to 14 years of conflict and led to the international effort to help Liberians recover from the ruinous effects of war. The conference, he added, was a “crucial opportunity to help stabilize [the West Africa] region that has inevitably been affected by spill-over.” 

“But it is a fragile peace and urgent action is now needed to help ensure that the gains that have been made towards Liberia’s recovery are not reversed,” said Mr. Malloch Brown, who is also Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

Christian Herbert, Liberia’s Minister of Planning and Economic Affairs, said domestic resources were woefully inadequate to meet the needs of post-conflict reconstruction. External assistance is required to ensure improved security; the success of the disarmament, demobilization, reintegration and resettlement programme; good governance; democratic development and the rule of law; and respect for human rights and international humanitarian law.

Mr. Herbert said the priorities contained in the rebuilding plan reflected the basic needs of the Liberian people. While the situation in the capital, Monrovia, and its environs could be considered to have improved, most of the country’s rural areas were inaccessible, and international support was critical to distributing humanitarian assistance there.

On the humanitarian front, Carolyn McAskie, the UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, noted that while great strides had been made since last summer, many Liberians had still not seen the benefits of the peace agreement. Urgent assistance was needed now so that people could return to their homes knowing that basic services were available. Stressing that many Liberians still live under conditions of war, she said there should be no false sense that everything was normal. Humanitarian action, she added, was essential to consolidate peace.

A team comprising representatives from the UN, World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the Liberian transitional government has been working for the past two months to prepare a report for the Conference assessing the country’s needs.

According to that report, an estimated $488 million in assistance will be required for priorities ranging from demobilizing combatants – some as young as 12 – and helping them return home, get schooling and find jobs, to organizing elections in 2005, rebuilding roads, restoring electricity, reopening schools and health clinics, and stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS. That figure is in addition to about $180 million requested for Liberia in November by the UN as part of its consolidated appeal for all of its humanitarian activities worldwide.

Today’s session was devoted to technical discussions, while the second day will hear contribution pledges. Participants on the second day will include UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Secretary of State Colin Powell of the United States, Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin of France, Chairman Gyude Bryant of the National Transitional Government of Liberia, and the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Paul Klein.

* * *

Cyprus

4 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today wrote to the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders inviting them to New York next week to resume negotiations on the basis of his settlement plan.

“The objective of the negotiations would be to put a completed text to referenda in April 2004, in time for a reunited Cyprus to accede to the European Union on 1 May,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement released Wednesday evening.

The Secretary-General has also written to the Prime Ministers of Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom asking them to have representatives on hand in New York on that occasion, according to the statement.

Mr. Annan “was moved to take this initiative by his recent, encouraging contacts on the Cyprus question during his trip to Europe and afterwards,” the statement said.

In his letters, the Secretary-General “appealed to the leaders to summon the political will needed to bring about this result in the short time available,” the statement said. “He has also set out what needs to be done for this to happen.”

* * *

Peacekeeping

5 February – Africa, with three-quarters of the United Nations’ 45,000 uniformed peacekeeping forces, made real progress in achieving peace in 2003, but many challenges remain, a senior United Nations official said today.

“It is important to sustain the peacekeeping efforts there,” the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, told a news conference.

Highlighting the continent’s accomplishments, he cited the establishment of a transitional government in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the prospect of real peace in Sierra Leone and Burundi, possible success in Liberia and negotiations in Sudan.

He also voiced hope that the Security Council would back the expansion of the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI), which currently has 34 military liaison officers.

Also attending the briefing were three of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representatives: Daudi Mwakawago, head of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), William Lacy Swing, head of the UN Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC), and Jacques Paul Klein, chief of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL).

Mr. Mwakawago said the UN forces in Sierra Leone were being gradually downsized by June to 10,500 from 17,000, taking into account the Government’s readiness to assume responsibility for countrywide security and law and order.

An assessment mission scheduled to go to Sierra Leone next week would formulate proposals to the Security Council about post-UNAMSIL arrangements, he said.

Mr. Swing observed that MONUC has evolved from a small observer mission to a complex multi-dimensional operation called upon to facilitate the transition process culminating in elections in June 2005.

Although “sometimes it appears that everything has been broken but the human spirit” in the DRC, dramatic progress has been achieved, he said. Former adversaries were now together in the same government, the once-divided country was now reunited, and the Congo River was open to traffic.

But Mr. Swing also noted that in the context of war, 3.5 million people had lost their lives while 600,000 had fled their homes.

On Liberia, Mr. Klein said that the increased international presence throughout the country had served to quell violence. Troop deployments had also paved the way for the provision of humanitarian assistance.

He noted that tomorrow, the second and final day of a pledging conference for Liberia being held at the UN, Secretary-General Kofi Annan and representatives of the international community would seek funds for the country’s reconstruction. “Stable peace would be elusive without development,” he warned.

* * *

DR of Congo

5 February – After coming under intense militia fire yesterday, a United Nations team arrived in a northeastern town in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today to investigate allegations of a massacre, a UN spokesman said.

The team went to Gobu by air and land after eight attempts by air over several days were foiled by bad weather and difficult terrain.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) returned the militia fire yesterday. It sustained no casualties but the team turned back.

MONUC also mediated yesterday between the Tenth military regional commander and the governor of Bukavu, a town south of Lake Kivu and near the border with Rwanda, after gunfire erupted there on Tuesday.

“Calm has returned to Bukavu,” the spokesman said.

* * *

InterAcademy Council

5 February – A new report launched today at United Nations Headquarters in New York calls on all nations to develop a science and technology strategy to give policymakers ready access to this expertise in order to take effective action against worldwide ills.
The report, “Inventing a Better Future: A Strategy for Building Worldwide Capacities in Science and Technology,” was produced by the InterAcademy Council (IAC) – a new organization created by 90 of the world’s science academies to provide expert knowledge to international bodies such as the United Nations.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed the study, which he said complemented UN efforts to mobilize the best scientific minds and to put their expert knowledge and advice at the service of the world’s peoples as they work to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The Goals are eight time-bound and measurable commitments that range from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education – all by 2015.

“Reaching the Goals requires us to tap into human creativity, resourcefulness and innovation to the fullest extent possible,” he said in opening remarks at the report’s launch. “That is where science and technology come in.”

The report proposes new initiatives to strengthen national scientific capabilities worldwide, and to foster opportunities for cooperation among the world’s scientific and technological communities. “We must do all we can to translate the report’s recommendations into actions,” said Mr. Annan.

He also expressed hope that the Council and the wider world scientific community will build further on this foundation, in partnership with the UN and its agencies, other international and regional organizations, and the world’s governments.

“That is how the potential of science and technology can be realized in the struggle to improve the human condition,” he concluded.

The IAC is headquartered at the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences in Amsterdam. Formed in 2000, its governing board is composed of the presidents of 15 national academies of science and equivalent organizations – representing Brazil, China, France, Germany, India, Israel, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, the Russian Federation, South Africa, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States, as well as the Third World Academy of Sciences.

* * *

Bird flu

5 February – United Nations experts fighting the Asian bird flu epidemic today called for possible targeted vaccination of poultry outside infected sites, along with mass cullings inside them and substantial international financial aid, to stop the virus spreading among birds and reduce its potential to infect humans.

Issuing recommendations after two days of emergency talks in Rome, experts from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), UN World Health Organization (WHO) and World Animal Health Organization (OIE) said vaccination could be one method along with culling and other priority measures to contain the spread of the virus.

These steps should help to avoid mass culling of flocks outside infected sites while averting major damage to the livelihoods of rural households and national economies from the highly pathogenic H5N1 strain, which has already lead to the death or culling of more than 25 million birds in eight countries and 13 human deaths in Viet Nam and Thailand.

“We are confident that with broad international and regional collaboration in support of national efforts and using all available intervention tools, the crisis can be overcome and the risk to human health be minimized,” said the chief of FAO’s Animal Health Service, Joseph Domenech.

While culling remains the recommended response when disease is detected, vaccination together with other control measures, such as market and movement management, offers a suitable means to help suppress the further spread, he added.

“Controlling the outbreak at its source, through the safe elimination of infected flocks supported by vaccination where required, would minimize the risk to human health,” WHO’s François Meslin said.

The experts agreed that vaccination would help prevent animals from falling ill and reduce the amount of virus present in the environment, known as the viral load. Minimizing viral load will reduce the potential of bird flu spreading to humans.

The recommendations included a call for substantial international financial support to fund the necessary intensified control measures as well as the creation of country-specific guidelines and regional coordination programmes.

The countries where outbreaks of avian influenza have so far been confirmed are Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Viet Nam.

* * *

Afghanistan

5 February – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will start work in April on a scheme across Afghanistan to refurbish judicial facilities and train judicial officers on gender awareness, prosecutions and case handling.

The €6 million (euro) project, paid for by the European Commission, is designed to improve access to justice for women, children, returning refugees and other vulnerable groups. 

A spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) told reporters in Kabul that a public awareness campaign about the rights of vulnerable groups would be included in the scheme.

Initially, the judicial reform project will take place in the provinces of Herat, Balkh, Bamiyan and Nangarhar, but it is likely to be expanded across the whole country.

Already courts in Kabul, Kandahar, Balkh and Gardez have been renovated or reconstructed and the badly damaged Ministry of Justice building in Kabul is being repaired.

* * *

UNFPA

5 February – Millions of lives could be saved with highly cost-effective investments to close gaps in sexual and reproductive health care that account for nearly a third of illnesses and deaths among women of reproductive age, according to a new United Nations report.

The report, Adding it Up: The Benefits of Investing in Sexual and Reproductive Health Care, released by the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the non-profit Alan Guttmacher Institute, stresses the severe global shortage of contraceptive services and the need for far greater aid from donor countries to address the scarcity, which accounts for as much as a fifth of the worldwide burden of illness and premature death.

In one striking indication of potential benefits, the report notes that programmes providing contraceptives to 500 million women in poor countries already prevent each year 187 million unintended pregnancies, 60 million unplanned births, 105 million abortions, 22 million miscarriages, 2.7 million infant deaths and 215,000 pregnancy-related deaths. Those measures also protect 685,000 children from losing their mothers.

Providing the services to all women at risk of unintended pregnancy at a cost of $3.9 billion more a year would save an additional 1.5 million women and children annually, reduce induced abortions by 64 per cent and cut pregnancy-related illness and preserve 27 million years of healthy life – for just $144 per year of healthy life. 

Beyond contraception, the report calls for increased funding for sexual and reproductive health services, particularly in poor countries, by illustrating the broad societal and individual impact of investments in prevention, diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted infections as well as measures to secure maternal health.

The report notes that individual consumers, national governments and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in developing countries provide more than three-quarters of the money spent there on sexual and reproductive health care. But donor countries have fallen far short of the funding commitments made at the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, it adds.

* * *

Artists for the UN

5 February – An initiative to encourage artists, entertainers, statesmen and stateswomen to publicly support the ideals, vision and mandate of the United Nations as the best organization to promote peace across the globe was launched at the world body’s Headquarters in New York today.

The UN and the Global Vision for Peace, a non-governmental organization (NGO), have joined forces to set up Artists for the UN – a collection of artists and other public figures who will affirm the role and work of the UN.

Actress Drew Barrymore was named “A Friend of the UN” and given the Dove of Peace pin, a symbol of the Global Vision for Peace, to wear.

Ms. Barrymore told a press conference that she felt honoured to use her celebrity status as “an outlet to do something deeper and more important than just the fame itself.”

Oscar-winning actor Chris Cooper has confirmed he will wear the Dove of Peace pin at this year’s Academy Awards ceremony, to be held on 29 February. Later this year the Audrey Hepburn Award will also be given to a “film artist who serves the higher cause of humanity and the ideal of global peace.”

The Dalai Lama, five Nobel Peace Prize laureates, several members of the United States Congress and such artists as Robert Altman, Susan Sarandon, Kurt Vonnegut and Yoko Ono are backing the initiative.

Designer Xorin Balbes and producer-journalist HeathCliff Rothman created the Global Vision for Peace last year. The NGO supports causes such as the removal of landmines and tackling the AIDS pandemic.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.  

**Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General (issued Wednesday)
Around 8 p.m. yesterday evening we released the following statement on Cyprus attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

“The Secretary General wrote Wednesday to the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders inviting them to come to New York on 10 February 2004 to resume negotiations on the basis of his plan.  The objective of the negotiations would be to put a completed text to referenda in April 2004, in time for a reunited Cyprus to accede to the European Union on 1 May 2004.

“The Secretary-General has also written to the Prime Ministers of Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom asking them to have representatives on hand in New York on that occasion. 

“The Secretary-General was moved to take this initiative by his recent, encouraging contacts on the Cyprus question during his trip to Europe and afterwards.  In his letters, the Secretary-General has appealed to the leaders to summon the political will needed to bring about this result in the short time available.  He has also set out what needs to be done for this to happen”.

Copies of the statement are obviously available upstairs.

**Liberia
Turning to Liberia, the Liberian Reconstruction Conference opened today in the Trusteeship Council right here at the UN Headquarters, with the United Nations and the World Bank saying that the country needs $488 million to rebuild after 14 years of war.

Mark Malloch Brown, the Administrator of the UN Development Programme, said Liberia has set up a fragile peace, with urgent action needed now to help ensure that the gains that have been made towards the country’s recovery are not reversed.  He added that it is clear that, “sadly, this kind of post-conflict intervention is going to be a major part of our work in the coming years”.

Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Carolyn McAskie added that we have made great strides in Liberia since last summer, but there are still many Liberians who have not yet seen the benefits of peace.

The Secretary-General and the US Secretary of State Colin Powell will kick off the second day of the conference which starts tomorrow at 9 a.m.  And we have embargoed copies of the Secretary-General’s speech available upstairs in our office.

Also at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow, Charles Bryant, the Chairman of Liberia’s National Transitional Government, will be among the speakers at a press conference in this room.  Other speakers are said to include Mark Malloch Brown; USAID Administrator Andrew Natsios; Mats Karllson, the World Bank Country Director for Liberia; and Thomas Kitt, Ireland’s Minister of State for Development Cooperation and Human Rights.

**Security Council
There are no Security Council meetings or consultations today.  Tomorrow, the Council will hold a public meeting on Kosovo, with the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Harri Holkeri, briefing Council members on recent developments in Kosovo.

**DR Congo
Turning to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, we told you yesterday that the UN Mission in the DRC was sending a team by boat to the north-eastern town of Gobu, to investigate massacre allegations in that town.  However, the team came under intense fire from militia, while the patrol boat was making its way.  The UN Mission did not sustain any casualties, but the boats were forced back.

Today, the Mission tried to send a team to Gobu by air and land, and we were informed that they have succeeded in getting to the site to begin their investigation.

Yesterday, the Mission also held mediation between military commanders and the Governor of Bukavu, following gunfire there on Tuesday.  And calm has returned to Bukavu.  And we have details of those developments available upstairs.

**IAC Report launch
And now, a reminder that the first report of the InterAcademy Council will be launched here at UN Headquarters later this afternoon.  The Council is a new organization created by 90 of the world’s science academies to provide expert knowledge to international bodies, such as the United Nations.

The Council’s report calls on all nations to develop a science and technology strategy, in order to help address the challenges faced in the modern world.

The Secretary-General will preside over the report’s launch, at 3 p.m. in Conference Room 1 downstairs.  The launch with the Secretary-General will be preceded by a press briefing by the organizers, at 2 p.m., also in Conference Room 1.  Copies of the report will be available at that press briefing.

**Bird flu/vaccination
Turning to the avian influenza, or commonly known as bird flu, experts gathered for emergency talks at the headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organization in Rome have recommended a vaccination campaign for poultry at risk in heavily affected countries.

Along with culling and other priority measures to contain the spread of the virus, it’s expected that vaccination will help prevent damage to the livelihoods of rural households, as well as national economies.

The experts also emphasised the importance of protecting people directly in contact with infected or suspected birds. 

So far, 14 people have died from bird flu, and thousands of birds have been culled.  And we have a press release available upstairs with more on that.

**Afghanistan
In April, a project will begin to reform Afghanistan’s judicial system by refurbishing judicial facilities and training judicial officers on gender sensitivity, prosecution and case handling.  The UN Development Programme will implement the projects, which are to begin in four cities (Herat, Balkh, Bamyan and Nangarhar) and then expand throughout the country.

We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul, which also notes an increase in voter registration, with more than 670,000 Afghans now registered to vote.

**DSG/Washington
The Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette is visiting the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington today, where she’s taking part in a panel discussion on the theme of “The Future of the United Nations”.

And we should have more information available on that upstairs. 

**Bunche lecture
Also just a reminder that the third and final Ralph Bunche lecture is taking place here at UN Headquarters today, from one to three in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium, when several panelists will talk about “Ralph Bunche and the Integrity of the International Civil Service”. And you are all invited to attend.

**Press Conference today
And lastly, at 2:30 p.m. in this very room, the UN Fund for International Partnerships will be sponsoring a press conference to launch “Artists for Peace” and the “Audrey Hepburn Peace Award”.  Heathcliff Rothman and Xorin Balbes, co-chairs of “Artists for the UN”, and Gillian Sorensen, the UN Foundation’s Senior Adviser, will attend as well as the actress Drew Barrymore.

**World Chronicle 
And finally, World Chronicle programme No. 924, featuring Jacques Paul Klein, the UN Special Representative in Liberia will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 or 31 depending on your system.

That’s it from me any questions?  Erwin?
Questions and Answers
Question:  Stephane, the Secretary-General said yesterday that he was going to consult with Rauf Denktash on the possibility of reopening talks.  Did he do so?  And if he did, did he speak with him before yesterday evening’s announcement?

Associate Spokesman:  He has not spoken directly with Mr. Denktash in the last 24 hours but he has now communicated with him in writing.

Question:  He has written him a letter?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  Can we get a copy of this letter?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  The letter is the letter referred to in the statement; which is the letter that was sent out.

Question:  Was it just a letter inviting him to the talks or did they seek his opinion?

Associate Spokesman:  My understanding is that the letter that was sent to Denktash was the letter written to both the Greek Cypriot leader as well as the Turkish Cypriot leader inviting them to come to the talks.  But there has been no direct contact between Mr. Denktash and the Secretary-General in the last 24 hours.

Question:  So the letter that he sent him was essentially the same letter as he sent to the other? 

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, he sent letters to both of them.

Question:  Why has the Secretary-General refused to talk to Mr. Denktash?  He spoke with everybody two or three times.  Why not with him?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t think there is any issue of the Secretary-General refusing to talk to Mr. Denktash.  As I said, I know they have not spoken directly in the last 24 hours, and he’s communicated with him in writing. 

Question:  Mr. Denktash complained today that the Secretary-General wants to get rid of him.  What’s your comment?

Associate Spokesman:  The Secretary-General’s aim is to get this process in motion again with the objective to get a completed text put to referenda in April 2004.

Question:  But can you work without Mr. Denktash?

Associate Spokesman:  We’ve invited the Turkish Cypriot leader and we do hope to have confirmation that he and the others will attend.

Question:  And if he refuses to come?

Associate Spokesman:  Michael, you know I wouldn’t want to speculate past any of the guidance that I have on this. 

Question:  Was also a letter sent to Mr. Talat?

Associate Spokesman:  Not that I am aware of, but I’d be happy to check for you.  [The Spokesman later confirmed that there had been no letter to Mr. Talat.]

Question:  And second, is it fair to say that by the parties by accepting the invitation of the Secretary-General, they have also agreed with his terms, and especially those as described in paragraph 148 of his April 2003 report?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t want to interpret the thoughts of the parties.  What I can tell you is what the Secretary-General would like and that is what he said in the letter.  Erwin?
Question:  I am sorry.  Is there an assumption then on the part of the UN or on the part of the Secretary-General that at this point the Turks speak for the Turkish Cypriots?  The fact that he’s consulted them for three parties but not the proposal?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, he’s written to Mr. Denktash, and the Secretary-General sent out his letters based on the contacts he’s had while he was in Europe and the ones he’s had more recently.

Question:  But I believe yesterday he said he had not contacted (inaudible)… at all?

Associate Spokesman:  I think I’d have to check back the transcript.  I mean, I specifically asked if he’d spoken to him in the last 24 hours.  Yes?

Question:  Regarding Mohamad ElBaradei’s remarks Steph, that the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) needs to follow up on revelations by Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan.  Now, would such follow-up involve whether UN affiliated persons and facilities were involved in any way in (Inaudible)?
Associate Spokesman:  I think you’d have to ask that question of Mr. ElBaradei himself.  David?

Question:  I don’t know if this has already been asked, but I’ll ask it.  It relates to Iraq...

Associate Spokesman:  Somebody has his cell phone on.  If they could turn it off, please.

Question:  Are you trying to avoid my question?

Associate Spokesman:  I’ll do anything to avoid your question, David.

Question:  Is there any statement on Iraq for today?  And are there reports that an announcement is due maybe as early as Friday that the Iraq team would be on the ground?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  No announcement today.  And as we have said, a number of times, we’ll let you know once the team has arrived.

Question:  We should expect a statement.  Not one of these things where we are going to have to ask about it?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I know you’ll ask about it anyway.  So, you should continue to ask.

Question:  Can you explain to us the process?  So, they’re coming on Tuesday.  So, what’s going to happen?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I think let’s not pre-judge what’s going to happen.  We’ve invited them to come on Tuesday with the aim of getting this process started.  But let’s get to Tuesday.  Yes, Akram?
Question:  Concerning the group going to Iraq to assist with the outcome of that -- are they from the Member States, or from employees of the UN or from outside expertise, or what?

Associate Spokesman:  It’s a United Nations team.

Question:  But are there any other people who are experts for such a job that they are going to do?

Associate Spokesman:  The team will be composed of UN staffers, and we have plenty of expertise in house to fulfill their mission.  Richard?  

Question:  Stephane, issues like Iraq, Sierra Leone come and go.  But Cyprus is always there.  How much of a problem and an unresolvable issue has this island dispute been for the United Nations as an organization and how significant are the upcoming talks?

Associate Spokesman:  The Cyprus issue is obviously very significant.  As you know it’s been going on for quite a while.  And I think the Secretary-General has put in a lot of effort in trying to resolve it.  And this latest meeting is one more push forward on his part to try to get this issue resolved.

Question:  The issue of the US money or intended money, your loan to restore and rehabilitate the United Nations complex.  Can you give us an update on what was exactly discussed between the Secretary-General and the President of the United States on this issue and what did the UN have to (Inaudible)?

Associate Spokesman:  The issue was briefly discussed during the meetings in Washington.  What is in the proposed budget is different from some of the working assumptions we’ve had.  Obviously we’ll be consulting with the Member States.  But you have to remember that we don’t want to get ahead of ourselves, because the budget has not yet been formally adopted by Congress.

Question:  But the UN would have preferred just the money outright, not a loan, right? 

Associate Spokesman:  Well, we’re very grateful for what has been offered.  I mean, it’s a substantial amount of money.  So, I think we’re very grateful for that.  And obviously we do have to consult with the Member States on what implication they may have for the overall project.  Erwin?
Question:  Apparently what they have offered is an interest-bearing loan; rather than an interest–free loan.  Has there been any calculation what the cost to the UN would be?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  I don’t have any of those numbers.  No.  And again, I think there has been no formal offer from the US here because the budget itself has not been passed. So, what was sent to the Hill is a proposed budget.  I think we have to wait to see what actually gets voted on.

Question:  How many countries have been asked or would be asked to contribute on their own to this project?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I think I’d be getting ahead of myself on this one.  Any other questions?
Question:  Is Drew Barrymore definitely going to be here at 2:30?

Associate Spokesman:  I sure hope so.

Question:  On that same issue, do you have any background what this award is?  Or what this group is?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes.  I’d be happy to get you some background.

Thank you.

* *** *
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