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South Asian Tsunami News
· UN News Service - As tsunami aid nears $4 billion, UN warns 150,000 could die without urgent care
· UN News Service  - Annan arrives in Indonesia to launch UN flash appeal for tsunami victims
· Reuters - UN Readies Specific Appeal of $1 Billion for Asia 
· UN News Centre - UN message to tsunami relief workers and donors: thanks, keep it coming
· Reuters - UN Warns Tsunami Death Toll Could Double    
· UN News Centre - UN emergency coordinator rebuffs critics who say tsunami relief was too slow
· UN News Service - UN promotes efforts to set up tsunami early warning system for Indian Ocean
· Reuters - Summit Draft Wants Tsunami Warning, Debt Relief
· BBC - Donors discuss tsunami response
· BBC - Andaman coral 'hit by tsunami'
· Reuters - Indian Tribe May Struggle to Survive After Tsunami
· ABC (US) NEWS -Tsunami May Have Dealt Blow to Marine Life
· Daily Times - Solid Progress Reported in Relief Effort for Devastated Indonesian Area
· New York Post - Solid Progress Reported in Relief Effort for Devastated Indonesian Area
· Times of India - Eco-damage severe and lasting
· AZCentral - Tsunami's toll on fish hard to gauge
· New York Post - TSUNAMI RIPPLES: A NEW STRATEGIC MAP
· Indo-Asia News Service - Don't burn tsunami debris in open: Sri Lanka minister  
· Denver Post - Restore reefs, help victims
· Kerala News - Tsunami caused severe ecological damage: official
· New York Post - BLAMING THE WEST — AGAIN
· PIB (India) - Preliminary Assessment Of The Tsunami-Affected Regions Indicates Severe Damage To Some Ecological Resources

Environmental News


•
WASHINGTON POST    Avoiding a Catastrophe Of Human Error

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP

Other UN News
· UN Daily News of 4 January 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 4 January 2005
MoscoNews

UN Thanks Russia for Helping Tsunami Victims

16 hours 44 minutes ago

The leadership of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has expressed special gratitude to the Russian Emergency Situations Ministry for assistance it has rendered in the wake of the earthquake and tsunami in South East Asia, the Interfax news agency reports quoting Alexander Yakovenko, the chief spokesman for the Russian Foreign Ministry. 

“The UNEP leadership has expressed special gratitude to the Russian Emergency Situations Ministry for timely and efficient assistance after the natural disaster in the Indian Ocean,” the diplomat said on Wednesday. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer decided to set up a special group based on the UN office in Geneva to coordinate the UNEP activity on estimating the environmental damage and providing expert support to the countries affected by the tsunami in the Indian Ocean, Yakovenko said.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

ENERGY:
French Plan Contradicts Europe's Anti-Nuclear Trend

Julio Godoy* 


PARIS, Jan 5 (Tierramérica) - The French government plans to earmark 150 billion dollars over the next 30 years for nuclear power plants, including the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER), despite experts' warnings on technological and environmental problems. 

ITER was conceived in the 1980s as a cooperation project for civilian use of nuclear energy, with the participation of the European Union, China, Japan, South Korea, the former Soviet Union and the United States. 

Later, France told the EU it would double its contribution to the reactor -- whose costs over the next 10 years reaches 12 billion dollars -- in exchange for building it in Cadarache, in the southern part of the country. 

Over the past 18 months, China, Russia and the EU agreed to that proposal, and Paris convinced the European bloc to launch the project even without the participation of the United States or Japan, the latter of which also offered to build the reactor in its territory. 

In the context of France's opposition to the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, the location of ITER turned into a political matter. 

In late November, the European Commission (the executive arm of the EU) announced that it was willing to finance ITER alone and to build it in Cadarache. The Commission gave the non-European participants until the end of 2004 to decide whether they would remain as partners in the project. 

ITER seeks to emulate nuclear fusion of two hydrogen isotopes (deuterium and tritium) that occurs in stars, and produce helium with massive generation of electricity. 

French Prime Minister Jean-Pierre Rafarin said in November 2003 that the project would provide ''the energy of the future, an inexhaustible source and with no significant problems, thanks to the abundance of hydrogen contained in water.'' 

Scientific data, however, contradict the prime minister's statements. 

Deuterium indeed is abundant in nature, but tritium, which is radioactive, is very scarce and unstable. 

The French nuclear physicists Sebastien Balibar, Yves Pomeau and Jacques Treiner wrote in the Oct. 25, 2004 edition of Le Monde newspaper that a thermonuclear reactor poses three technical problems of first magnitude: the production of the elements to undergo fusion, their resistance to fusion, and control of this reaction. 

However, they say, the ITER project is only interested in the last, ''and ignores the other two, the solution of which, nevertheless, is essential.'' 

To generate a gigawatt of electricity, a nuclear fusion reactor would have to burn 56 kg of tritium, but ITER does not see a problem in producing that isotope, nor in handling the nuclear waste generated, said the scientists. 

Similar doubts are caused by another major French nuclear project: updating the country's 57 nuclear plants, replacing them with pressurised water reactors, or EPR (European Pressurised Reactors). 

In late October, Electricité de France (EdF), the state electricity monopoly, announced that it would begin construction in 2007 of the first EPR in Flamanville, on the country's northwest Atlantic coast, and that it is expected to be operational by 2012, at a cost of four to five billion dollars. 

France's current nuclear power facilities will be largely obsolete in 2020, and replacing half of them with EPR before then would cost some 150 billion dollars. 

France produces 80 percent of its energy in nuclear power plants, and is second in the world in terms of dependence on atomic energy, after Ukraine. 

Currently, the only European countries with plans to build new nuclear plants are France, Finland and some of the former socialist bloc nations. 

Belgium, Germany and Sweden are among the European countries, in contrast, that have begun the gradual dismantling of their nuclear reactors. France is one of the few absent from the campaign to achieve 21 percent renewable energy in each EU country by 2010. 

The proportion of renewable energy in France today is less than 15 percent and the country ''should already be producing 7,000 megawatts from wind energy, but barely produces 300,'' Hélène Gassin, of Greenpeace-France, told Tierramérica. 

Construction of the first EPR ''will contribute to the energy independence of France, and will serve as a window for exporting this (French and German) technology,'' says EdF president Pierre Gadonneix. 

But the director of the anti-nuclear association Sortir du Nucléaire, Stephane Lhomme, said in a Tierramérica interview that ''there is practically no EPR operating in the world, and there are only three being built,'' meaning there are no ''objective guarantees of the efficiency of that technology.'' 

Furthermore, the nuclear plants with EPR would have to operate 60 years without interruption in order to ensure profits, and the authorities have admitted that these facilities were not designed to withstand terrorist attacks or earthquakes, Lhomme said. 

(* Julio Godoy is an IPS correspondent. Originally published Jan. 1 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) 

(END/2005)
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Brazil Newspaper

Brazilian Salgado Aboard Antarctica Ship        

Written by Newsroom     

Wednesday, 05 January 2005  

In a United Nations-backed project, a two-masted ship will set sail this month from the tip of South America for Antarctica to witness first-hand the impacts of global warming and environmental change on the world’s most southerly continent. 

Among those on board for this expedition will be the internationally renowned Brazilian photographer Sebastião Salgado, who is part way through a project called Genesis. 

During 2004, Mr. Salgado photographed the Galapagos Islands, the Virungas forests and mountains of Africa and whales in the Valdès Peninsula of Argentina as part of his effort to show the purer face of nature and humanity in an attempt to strengthen the bond between our species and our planet. 

The expedition by the schooner Tara, which is supported by the UN Environment Program (UNEP), is scheduled to take one month and will take it to various areas including the northern Weddell Sea. 

It will also serve as preparation for Tara’s next and arguably most important venture to date, also supported by UNEP – two years spent adrift in the Arctic from September 2006 to September 2008 as part of the 2007 International Polar Year in order to help better comprehend the inner workings of global warming. 

Etienne Bourgois, project manager for Tara Expeditions, and his team will be collaborating with international scientific research projects as a platform and on-site think tank. 

UN

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Merco Press
UN-backed expedition to sail to Antarctica to gauge impact of global warning.

In a United Nations-backed project, a two-masted ship will set sail this month from the tip of South America for Antarctica to witness first-hand the impacts of global warming and environmental change on the world’s most southerly continent. 
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The expedition by the Tara, which is supported by the UN Environment Programme, is scheduled to take one month and will take it to various areas including the northern Weddell Sea. 

It will also serve as preparation for Tara’s next and arguably most important venture to date, also supported by UNEP – two years spent adrift in the Arctic from September 2006 to September 2008 as part of the 2007 International Polar Year in order to help better comprehend the inner workings of global warming. 

Etienne Bourgois, project manager for Tara Expeditions, and his team will be collaborating with international scientific research projects as a platform and on-site think tank. 

Also on board for this month’s expedition will be the internationally renowned Brazilian photographer Sebastião Salgado, who is part way through a project called Genesis. 

During 2004, Mr. Salgado photographed the Galapagos Islands, the Virungas forests and mountains of Africa and whales in the Valdès Peninsula of Argentina as part of his effort to show the purer face of nature and humanity in an attempt to strengthen the bond between our species and our planet. 

More information: www.unep.org 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Payvand's Iran News ...

1/5/05  

First International workshop on Hamoun lake crisis to be held  

Zabol, Sistan-Baluchestan prov, Jan 5, IRNA -- Deputy Head of the Department of Environment (DoE) for natural environment and bio-diversity, Hadi Soleimanpour said in Zabol on Wednesday that the first international workshop on campaign against the current crisis at Hamoun lake will be held concurrently in Tehran and Zabol in mid-February. 

Visiting Zabol to survey the current situation of Hamoun lake, he told IRNA that the upcoming two-day workshop will be attended by representatives from the UN Environment Program, DoE and Afghan experts. 

"The participating specialists will assess the former and current situation of Hamoun lake as the seventh international marshland to come up with the strategies for solving the crisis. 

"Hamoun lake is one of the most significant marshlands of our country, the destruction of whose ecosystems will leave adverse social and economical impacts on Iran, Afghanistan and in particular Sistan area," he added. 

Reiterating the need for protection of Hamoun lake by international bodies, he said that they have to take measures to revive the damaged ecosystem in Sistan area. 

"Flow of Hirmand river water towards Iranian border following recent rainfalls has had no effect on the lake," he added. 

Hamoun lake measuring 4,000 square kilometers comprises three sections of Sabouri, Pouzan and Hirmand. 

The city of Zabol with a population of 400,000 is located 205 kms to the north of the provincial capital of Zahedan and has 314 kms of common border with Afghanistan's Nemrooz province. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

As tsunami aid nears $4 billion, UN warns 150,000 could die without urgent care 

5 January 2005 – With aid pledges for the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami already reaching between $3 billion and $4 billion, the United Nations health agency warned again today that 150,000 people are at "extreme risk" of dying from preventable diseases unless clean drinking water and other basic needs are restored within days. 

"If basic needs, particularly access to safe drinking water, are not urgently restored to all populations by the end of this week, WHO (World Health Organization) fears that outbreaks of infectious disease could result in a similar number of fatalities as occurred due to the direct impact of the tsunami," the agency said, appealing for $60 million to address immediate needs. 

With Secretary-General Kofi Annan already in Jakarta, Indonesia, for tomorrow's launch of a flash appeal, UN agency heads drew attention to emerging new needs from protecting women after reports of rape and other abuses to reviving employment on day 11 of the disaster that killed more than 150,000 people in a dozen countries, injured 500,000 more and left up to 5 million lacking basic services. 

The UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland had nothing but praise for the enormous pledges of aid. "It is indeed the world coming together in a manner we've never ever seen before," he told a news briefing in New York. But he cautioned that the effort must be sustained over the long term since it will be needed for a year or more. 

He said the UN had had "very good response" to its most recent list of requirements, including C-17 planes from the United States and United Kingdom to fly in heavy earth moving equipment needed in Aceh, Indonesia, the most devastated region, as well as a series of heavy lifting helicopters from Singapore. 

Only the United States could do what has been done over the past 48 hours with dozens of relief helicopters, he added. But he warned that as US military assets leave, "other generous contributors" must take their place since the roads in Aceh will not be repaired in the next few weeks. "It will take months and we need helicopters for a year or more," he said. 

Asked to explain the enormous outpouring of pledges, Mr. Egeland said: "What I hope is that we have become a better world in 2005 than we were in 2004." 

Warning that millions of people are now under serious threat of disease outbreaks as a result of damaged water and sanitation systems, WHO has already sent millions of water purification tablets to Southeast Asia and mobilized health emergency kits containing basic medical supplies for more than 2 million people for the next three months. 

"We are extremely concerned about the ongoing lack of access to basic needs," WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in Jakarta. "We now estimate that as many as 150,000 people are at extreme risk, if a major disease outbreak in the affected areas occurs." 

WHO has also sent in surgical equipment for more than 10,000 operations and emergency treatment of diarrhoeal diseases such as cholera and dysentery for more than 15,000 people. While this aid is now reaching many locations, access to safe drinking water remains inadequate, particularly in Aceh and the eastern coast of Sri Lanka. 

While no outbreaks have been reported so far, WHO confirms an increase in isolated cases of diarrhoeal diseases in the region in camps for displaced people. 

Meanwhile the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) has called for urgently increased security and better design for humanitarian assistance to minimize attacks on women in the area. 

"At a time when countless women have been left to head up households and to care for children and other survivors, their security must be a top priority of all affected governments and relief workers," the agency's Executive Director, Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, said after a Sri Lankan-based women's collective reported rape, molestation and physical abuse of displaced women and girls. 

UNFPA said the disaster had left women extremely vulnerable in a region where sexual abuse, trafficking and exploitation were already issues of concern, and fear of sexual violence could impede the mobility of women, who often bear the primary burden of obtaining food, water and other necessary provisions for their families. 

In addition to the immediate strengthening of policing, UNFPA called for the inclusion of women's groups in planning and executing all emergency responses, special facilities in shelters for unaccompanied women and children, including separate sleeping areas, bathing facilities and latrines, and the arrest of perpetrators of violent attacks. 

For its part the International Labour Organization (ILO), while noting that it is neither a relief nor an assistance organization, has pledged to help the overall reconstruction effort. 

"It is vital that the reconstruction effort involve re-establishing jobs, employment and other forms of economic activity," ILO Director-General Juan Somavia said. "We need to get people back to work quickly to avoid exacerbating already existing and chronic poverty in many of the affected areas." 

Meanwhile some improvement was reported in the logistical difficulties of getting relief into some of the worst ravaged areas. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the backlog of relief supplies in Banda Aceh was starting to clear. In Sri Lanka logistical problems continued to constrain the relief operation in a region where the monsoon rains had arrived, while in Thailand the number of victims is so overwhelming that it is estimated that it could take several months for complete identification. 

In Somalia on the east coast of Africa, the furthest area struck by the tsunami, the remoteness of many coastal communities where roads are extremely poor is hampering relief efforts.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

Annan arrives in Indonesia to launch UN flash appeal for tsunami victims 
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	Annan speaking to the press


5 January 2005 – Praising as “marvellous” the world response so far to last week’s devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived in Jakarta, Indonesia, today to launch the United Nations flash appeal expected to total many hundreds of millions of dollars for the most urgent needs over the next six months. 

“There was clear leadership at the beginning and everyone accepted the UN’s leadership,” Mr. Annan told CNN television in an interview, referring to the immediate global reaction to the disaster that killed more than 150,000 people in a dozen countries, injured 500,000 more and left up to 5 million lacking basic services. 

His message to those affected by the disaster is that “the international community is with you, you’re not alone,” Mr. Annan said. 

The specific amount of the UN flash appeal has not yet been disclosed, but pledges of aid to both the UN and other organizations, for both immediate and longer-term operations such as reconstruction, have reached between $3 billion and $4 billion, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland noted today. 

Last week Mr. Egeland said he expected the flash appeal to surpass by far that launched after Hurricane Mitch devastated Central America in 1998, when the $155 million for relief for the first six months was followed by a mammoth longer-term reconstruction effort undertaken by the UN and the World Bank. 

According to figures released by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) the two largest UN flash appeals to date have been $1.6 billion for Iraq following the 2003 war and $350 million for the earthquake in Bam, Iran, a year ago. 

Mr. Egeland said today he expected the new appeal, which will detail the most urgent immediate needs by country and sector, to be covered by the pledges already made. 

Upon his arrival in Jakarta, Mr. Annan met with Indonesian Defence Minister Juwarno Sudarsono, with whom he discussed relief efforts in Aceh, one of the hardest-hit provinces. 

He then had an internal planning meeting with UN Development Programme Administrator (UNDP) Mark Malloch Brown and UN Deputy Emergency Coordinator Margareta Walstrohm, who has been leading the UN relief efforts in South Asia over the past week. 

Mr. Annan later met with more than 300 assembled UN staff in the country, and offered condolences for the enormous losses that Indonesia suffered in the natural disaster, before conferring with heads of UN agencies, funds and programmes involved in the relief effort, on their progress in coordinating operations.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Readies Specific Appeal of $1 Billion for Asia 
ASIA: January 6, 2004

UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations wants major donors to set aside nearly $1 billion in emergency aid over the next six months to provide basic needs for victims of the Indian Ocean tsunami, UN officials said on Wednesday. 

The appeal, to be launched by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, is aimed at getting commitments for specific aid needs, much of it from more than $3 billion worth already promised and perhaps from new contributions. 
The pledges from some 50 countries and corporations rose to well over $3 billion on Wednesday, with an astounding $765 million announced by Australia and $680 million from Germany. 

But both countries and many other nations have earmarked parts of their contributions to reconstruction aid over a three-to-five year period rather than to immediate humanitarian relief. 

Annan, due to attend a meeting in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta on Thursday, will ask for $950 million and distribute a detailed list for specific projects, like water puritifcation, that UN bodies need in each south Asian country affected by the Dec. 26 disaster around the Indian Ocean rim. 

Although pledges run to well over $3 billion, the United Nations has so far received far less than that, and Annan at a press conference on Monday expressed fears that it may not all be forthcoming. 

"The appeal is for UN efforts and partner organizations," Jan Egeland, the UN emergency relief coordinator, said on Wednesday. 

"It would surprise me... if it will not be fully covered by those $3-$4 million," Egeland said. 

The UN World Health Organization, for example, wants $60 million of the money immediately. It warned that 150,000 people were at "extreme risk" of dying from preventable diseases unless access to clean drinking water and other basic needs are restored within days. 

The UN Population Fund (UNFPA) said the disaster had left women extremely vulnerable in a region where sexual abuse, trafficking and exploitation were already issues of concern and said more policing was needed as soon as possible. 

It said a women's collective in Sri Lanka reported rape, molestation and physical abuse of homeless women and girls. 

(Richard Waddington in Geneva contributed to this report) 


Story by Evelyn Leopold

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

UN message to tsunami relief workers and donors: thanks, keep it coming 

	

	USG Jan Egeland briefs correspondents


5 January 2005 – Praising the enormous global outpouring of pledges for the victims of last week’s devastating tsunami in the Indian Ocean, United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland today delivered “a few messages” of thanks, caution and pleas for coordination. 

Firstly, he hailed the “immense” efforts of the governments in nearly a dozen countries to assist their own people. “In some of the societies affected it will go down in history books as the most effective assistance and relief effort ever locally and nationally,” he told a news briefing in New York. He asked them to ensure clear lines of command and focal points “so that we can be effective.” 

He conveyed a second message to the warring parties in Aceh in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Somalia. “Suspend your conflict and work together to help your own people,” he urged. “The unprecedented show of compassion and solidarity, nationally and internationally, is a confidence-building measure that should be used now to bring peace, lasting peace to all of these societies.” 

In a message to the 50 or so donor nations that have pledged between $3 billion and $4 billion in relief aid, Mr. Egeland said “thank you” for the money, relief supplies, helicopters and airplanes, adding: “Be with us in the long haul and as donors recognize and respect the international coordination as we undertake it now in the United Nations and in the International Red Cross and Red Crescent family.” 

He addressed a fourth “thank you” to the agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and local agencies. “We say ‘keep up the good work and also keep up the respect for the rules of coordinating!’” he added. “I’ve never seen before so many organizations spreading so quickly out over so big territories. Please let us stay in a coordinated manner.” 

Turning finally to his own UN colleagues, Mr. Egeland said: “We must not fail. This is the time we must show that we live up to the mandate we are given and we must, a year from now, be able to say, this was the moment that we showed the world that we could and we did do what we’re put to do by the community of nations, namely make it all work as a United Nations helping each other.” 

Time and again he stressed the need for the aid to be long-running and for the pledges not to be deducted from the annual development aid budgets of donor nations. “If the world…takes all the money for the tsunami victims out their normally allocated purse for humanitarian relief, it would be destruction for programmes in Africa,” he said. 

“The year could start with unprecedented generosity and start with unprecedented stinginess at the end to some of these catastrophes if this is not additional monies. If it was a zero sum game it would be very bad news for Guinea and Congo and Sudan.” 

Asked about rumours in the Arab world that the cause of the tsunami was some sort of nuclear experiment by Indians, Israelis and the United States and that this is stopping aid from the Arab world, Mr. Egeland replied: “I would like to try to stop it here and now. The seismic surveillance people around the globe know exactly what happened. This is a fault line.” 

In a related development today the UN Security Council today observed a minute’s silence in tribute to the tsunami’s victims, expressed their heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families and hailed the efforts of Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Mr. Egeland to respond to the crisis.
____________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN Warns Tsunami Death Toll Could Double 
INDONESIA: January 6, 2004

BANDA ACEH - The United Nations warned on Wednesday Asia's tsunami death toll could double to about 300,000 unless survivors received clean water and other basic services by the end of the week to prevent disease. 

US Secretary of State Colin Powell, in Indonesia for an emergency international aid summit on Thursday, flew over the worst scenes of devastation and said it was more horrifying than wars he had witnessed during decades as a soldier. 
Australia and Germany pledged more than $1 billion in aid, raising the UN's global tally to nearly $3.7 billion, and a debt relief initiative by rich nations gathered momentum. 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) said it had sent emergency treatment to the region for diarrhoeal diseases such as cholera and dysentery but while the aid was reaching many locations, access to safe drinking water remained inadequate. 
"If basic needs ... are not urgently restored to all populations by the end of this week, WHO fears that outbreaks of infectious disease could result in a similar number of fatalities as occurred due to the direct impact of the tsunami," the UN agency said in a statement on the Internet. 
After getting a bird's-eye view of the battered northwest coastline of Indonesia's Sumatra island, Powell promised Washington would send more helicopters, food and clean water to isolated survivors of the tsunami. 
POWELL "HORROR" 
"I have been in war and I have been through a number of hurricanes, tornados and other relief operations, but I have never seen anything like this," said America's former top soldier. 
Powell, 67, served two combat tours in Vietnam during a 35-year military career that ended with his service as the country's military chief. 
"I cannot begin to imagine the horror that went through families and all of the people who heard this noise coming and then had their lives snuffed out by this wave," he said. 
About two-thirds of the UN estimated 150,000 dead from the tsunami were killed in Aceh province on Sumatra. 
US President George W. Bush, criticised in some quarters for what was seen as a slow and stingy initial US response to the disaster, has contributed $10,000 himself for aid efforts, the White House said. 
UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland praised Washington for doubling the number of helicopters it was contributing to relief efforts to about 90, saying the craft were the best way of overcoming washed away roads and bridges. 
Egeland called on governments and rebel groups in the region not to wreck aid efforts by resuming conflicts. 
"We need that ceasefire, that peace, to hold because if new conflict breaks out, we cannot help the people," he said. 
Egeland said peace prevailed in Aceh, there was a ceasefire in Sri Lankan areas where the Tamil Tigers had previously been active and warlords were not fighting in "the better part of Somalia". The African state was a distant tsunami victim. 
After his helicopter tour, Powell left for Jakarta where UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and other world leaders were arriving for the international relief summit for tsunami-hit Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, India, Maldives and Malaysia. 
ANNAN APPEAL 
Annan called on world leaders to honour their pledges of aid, saying it should be "fresh and additional money, not robbing Peter to pay Paul, pulling it from other crises". 
A draft joint summit declaration, seen by Reuters, welcomed debt relief for tsunami-hit countries and supported an early warning system. 
The document, circulated among the 26 nations and groups attending the summit, called on the United Nations to mobilise the international community and called for stronger coordination and cooperation on relief efforts. 
In Europe, people from Riga to Rome observed three minutes of silence to remember the dead, who included several thousand tourists, many of them Europeans. 
Public buildings in Europe flew flags at half mast, stock exchanges fell silent, crowded railway stations came to a standstill and television and radio stations broadcast solemn music in memory of the victims. 
German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said he believed the Group of Seven industrialised nations would be able to agree on debt relief for Sri Lanka and Indonesia, both of which suffered most from the Dec. 26 disaster. 
Japan joined other G7 members Britain, the United States, Canada and France in supporting a debt payment moratorium, which will be discussed in Jakarta and also at a meeting next Wednesday of the Paris Club of creditor nations. 
Germany raised its aid to tsunami-hit countries to 500 million euros ($680.2 million) from 20 million euros previously, while Australian Prime Minister John Howard pledged A$1.0 billion (US$765 million) over five years to Indonesia. 
Indonesia said half a million people were homeless in Aceh, where the hungry scavenged for food and water and injured people flooded hospitals. 
UN officials said they were worried orphaned or lost children might fall prey to criminal gangs bent on selling them into slavery. 
Children make up a third of the tsunami dead and tens of thousands more have been orphaned. 
At an orphanage in southern India, 15-year-old Sitha, her sister Sitha Lakshmi, 10, and 8-year-old brother Amitha grappled with the loss of their parents. 
"I'm the head of the family now," Sitha said, holding back tears. "I have to look after them. Mummy wanted them to get educated and I have to make that happen now." 
In one rare good luck tale, a cargo ship rescued an Aceh man who spent eight days floating in the sea on an uprooted tree, living largely off coconuts and rain. 
But amid a worldwide outpouring of aid donations, Internet security experts warned that scam artists were posing as tsunami victims on the Web in a bid to get their hands on some of the millions of dollars flowing to relief efforts. 

Story by Dean Yates and Achmad Sukarsono

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

UN emergency coordinator rebuffs critics who say tsunami relief was too slow 

	

	USG Jan Egeland briefs correspondents


4 January 2005 – To critics who say that there was too little relief effort in the early phase of last week’s devastating Asian tsunami, United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland had three words today: “I respectfully disagree.” 

But he maintained his assertion that overall the developed world was unable or unwilling to make the necessary investment to halt the preventable deaths of 30,000 children every day – a tsunami-size toll each week – although he did not repeat the word “stingy” which last week caused an uproar in the United States when he was misinterpreted as referring to the present disaster and to Washington in particular. 

“I think they were first class,” he said of the reaction from UN Member States. “I’ve never ever had this kind of a response. From the United States to the European Union to the countries in the region we had an immediate promise and pledge of full support for all what we did and there is nothing which has held us back in this in terms of ungenerosity by any donors. 

“I wish we would have had this in the may other emergencies we faced in the year past us. My life has been more going hat in hand together with my colleagues asking for helicopters and money instead of having the possibility within the first few days to coordinate vast logistical services.” 

Mr. Egeland took to task those who said the United States was slow. “The US could not have been more proactive or more active seen from the UN point of view,” he said. 

“Why didn’t we really wake up earlier to the devastation at the Sumatra coast,” he asked of the area worst-hit by the tsunami that killed more than 150,000 people, with the number still rising, injured 500,000 more and left up to 5 million lacking basic services. “I think it was partly because there was nobody to notify us, so hard did the tsunami hit.” 

Asked whether he was comfortable with the phrase “competitive compassion” being used to describe the way governments were coming together in the face of the disaster, Mr. Egeland said: “Well, I’d rather see competitive compassion than no compassion. 

“And my famous statement, which I will not repeat but which has gone all over was one referring to the situation where a community of 30, 40 very rich societies are not able or willing to foot the bill of feeding the children of the world really, nor giving them minimum health care. Thirty-thousand children die, it’s estimated, every day from preventable disease and neglect. That is, you know, a tsunami every week. And it shouldn’t be like that.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Service

UN promotes efforts to set up tsunami early warning system for Indian Ocean 

4 January 2005 – In a bid to reduce the appalling toll of future tsunamis, the United Nations is moving ahead with efforts to set up early warning systems in the Indian Ocean, Caribbean and Mediterranean Seas similar to one that already exists for the volcano and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim region. 

“The tragic losses in the Indian Ocean would certainly have been reduced if a similar alert system had been in place, if coastal populations had been aware of the dangers of tsunami and taught what to do when faced with such a threat, and building norms and standards had taken into account the risk of tsunami and earthquakes,” the Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Koïchiro Matsuura said today. 

“Anticipating, educating and informing are the keys to reducing the deadly effect of such natural disasters. Unfortunately such activities have not been given priority,” he added of last week’s tsunami that killed nearly 150,000 people and injured 500,000 more. 

The tsunami alert system for the Pacific, initiated by UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) in 1968, remains the world’s only regional tsunami warning system. 

On Sunday the Pacific Disaster Centre on Maui, Hawaii, extended its reach by launching the Indian Ocean Tsunami Geospatial Information Service to support emergency managers responding to the tsunami disaster in South and Southeast Asia. The new service will provide information specific to the recent tsunami, based on satellite imagery, such as shaded relief images, population density, coastlines and damage. Accurate geospatial information is an absolutely indispensable resource during disaster response and recovery. 

Over the past five years the IOC has regularly called for the establishment of a warning system for the Indian Ocean and other regions at risk similar to that in the Pacific but Member States have not given priority to the proposal because of the relative rarity of tsunami outside the Pacific. 

“The Organization stands ready to share the expertise and know-how gained in the Pacific to set up a similar network in the Indian Ocean, and other major risk areas such as the Caribbean, Southwest Pacific and Mediterranean,” Mr. Matsuura said. 

The need for better preparedness in small island nations against natural disasters such as tsunamis and cyclones will be a priority on the agenda of a major UN conference on the future of such countries worldwide opening next week in Mauritius, itself a small Indian Ocean island that was spared the ravages of the tsunami. 

The Pacific warning system serving 26 Member States has been hailed as one of the most successful international scientific programmes with the direct humanitarian aim of mitigating the effects of tsunami, saving lives and property. Its headquarters are located in Hawaii at the International Tsunami Information Centre (ITIC) and the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre (PTWC). 

Drawing on data from hundreds of seismic stations around the world and some 100 water level stations across the Pacific, the PTWC locates earthquakes throughout the Pacific, verifies and evaluates the severity of any resulting tsunami and disseminates the information to over 100 points scattered throughout the region. 

Agencies in each participating Member State have the ongoing responsibility for educating the public about the dangers of tsunami while the ITIC helps them set up warning systems and improve tsunami preparedness through better communications, data networks and information dissemination. 
___________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Summit Draft Wants Tsunami Warning, Debt Relief 
INDONESIA: January 6, 2004

JAKARTA - A joint draft statement for Thursday's global tsunami crisis summit welcomes debt relief for devastated Asian countries and supports an early warning system. 

The document -- circulated among the 26 nations and groups attending the Jakarta summit and seen by Reuters -- requests the United Nations mobilise the international community and calls for stronger coordination and cooperation of relief efforts. 
The magnitude 9 Indian Ocean earthquake and ensuing tsunami on Dec. 26 has killed 145,968 people throughout the region, with Indonesia accounting for almost two thirds of those deaths, and left hundreds of thousands homeless. 

The sheer number of aid groups flooding into Asia, big and small, has caused coordination problems and created bottlenecks. 

World leaders have so far pledged $3.7 billion to help tsunami victims and rebuild the stricken Asian region with Japan, Britain, the United States, Germany and France also calling for a freeze on debt repayments by tsunami-hit nations. 

The draft document states "we welcome the initiative of several countries on reducing the external debt burden of the affected countries to augment their national capacity". 

But Australia, which pledged A$1 billion ($765 million) over five years on Wednesday to Indonesian tsunami reconstruction and development, has expressed concerns that a debt freeze might not benefit those most in need. 

The statement said resources should be urgently mobilised to meet the emergency relief needs of victims; and the affected countries and the importance of of national rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes should be supported and emphasised. 

It requests the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Islamic Development Bank and related international financial institutions provide the necessary funds for the viability and sustainability of rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes. 

Initiatives by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to establish regular mechanisms on disaster prevention and mitigation should be supported and a tsunami early warning centre should be established in the Indian Ocean. 

Experts say a warning system could have saved many lives. The Pacific Ocean has a tsunami warning centre. 

The statement also said public education and awareness and participation in disaster prevention and mitigation should be promoted. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Donors discuss tsunami response 
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Immediate aid must be balanced with long-term reconstruction


An international conference to discuss the response to the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster has opened in the Indonesian capital, Jakarta. 
World and regional leaders, the UN and other global organisations and aid groups were expected to attend. 
The agenda will include how to organise the relief effort, debt relief for affected countries, and how a tsunami warning system could be set up. 
Pledges to the relief effort have so far topped $3bn. 
The huge scale of the task at hand is continuing to emerge. 
The damage of the earthquake-triggered waves was worst in Aceh province, north of the Indonesian island of Sumatra. 
There, 11 days after the disaster, some remote villagers still have not received even adequate basic food and clean water. 
Map of affected countries and their death tolls 
Pledges roll in 
"Our response to this unprecedented catastrophe must be equally unprecedented," said Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, opening the hastily-arranged conference. 
The United Nations, which looks set to take the leading role in co-ordinating regional aid, has praised global generosity. 
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	JAKARTA CONFERENCE 

Under discussion: 

Debt relief: Suspension of payments or forgiveness of debt for affected countries 

Reconstruction: Co-ordinating the aid effort and rebuilding process 

Tsunami warning: An early warning system for the Indian Ocean 
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Australia boosts relief 
IMF's assistance pledge 


But this conference will in part be about translating general pledges into specific commitments, say correspondents. 
Much of the money pledged is envisaged for medium- and long-term reconstruction, but UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan is expected to ask for $1bn to be tied to immediate, concrete needs. 
Aid agencies warn that nations have not always kept to big aid promises. 
"I hope all the money will be delivered," said Mr Annan, prior to the conference opening. 
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	IMMEDIATE NEEDS 

Shelter: $200m 

Food: $200m 

Health: $120m 

Water and sanitation: $60m 

Source: UN 


The funds pledged must constitute "fresh and additional money, not robbing Peter to pay Paul, pulling it from other crises," Mr Annan said, according to Reuters news agency. 
Also up for discussion will be temporarily relieving the nations affected of their international debt repayments. 
Canada remains the only donor so far to have also declared a unilateral moratorium on debt repayments, but Japan has said it also is willing to do so and other countries have indicated they would support the idea. 
Those attending the conference are expected to agree that the UN will co-ordinate the relief effort. 
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A gentler US? 


A four-nation grouping of the US, Australia, Japan and India announced by the US last week is likely to be disbanded, says the BBC's Laura Trevelyan at the UN. 
Among those attending the conference will be US Secretary of State Colin Powell, Australian Prime Minister John Howard, Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao, Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Mr Annan. 
In other developments:
· Almost 300 Somalis are now said to have died in the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster, Somali officials say 

· European Union countries observed a three-minute silence on Wednesday to honour the victims 

· Shops re-open in villages in eastern Sri Lanka for the first time since the waves hit on 26 December 

· Sri Lankan fishermen take to the sea for the first time since the disaster to try to disprove fears fish have been contaminated by corpses 

· Mr Powell says the devastation in Aceh is unlike anything he has seen before, as the Pentagon says it may double to 90 the number of its helicopters being used. 

Delivering relief 
In Indonesia, the relief effort is concentrating on towns and villages along Aceh's western coast, which have been devastated. 
In Meulaboh, just 150km (93 miles) from the epicentre of the undersea earthquake, UN officials estimate that 40,000 of the town's 95,000 residents have been killed. 
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A mosque remains standing amid the rubble in Teunom, Indonesia.
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The BBC's Andrew North, who has visited the remote town, says only a handful of relief teams are working there, and with so much of the area destroyed, their impact is inevitably limited. 
Thousands are living in increasingly dire conditions in a makeshift camp, with just two toilets. 
Rubbish is piled up next to pools of water from recent rainfall which people use to drink, wash and cook. 
About 500,000 survivors have been left homeless in Indonesia alone, while the total across affected countries has been estimated at five million. 
The death toll in Indonesia is currently more than 94,000, and is expected to rise further. 
In total, about 140,000 people have been confirmed dead in a dozen countries. 
	CONFIRMED DEATH TOLLS 
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1. Indonesia: 94,081
2. Sri Lanka: 30,229
3. India (inc Andaman and Nicobar Is): 9,682
4. Thailand: 5,246 
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5. Somalia: 298
6. Burma: 64
7. Maldives: 82
8. Malaysia: 67 
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9. Tanzania: 10
10. Seychelles: 1
11. Bangladesh: 2
12. Kenya: 1 




____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Andaman coral 'hit by tsunami' 
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Authorities hope to protect the pristine reefs


India's Zoological Survey plans to initiate a detailed assessment of the damage caused by the tsunami to the beautiful coral reefs of the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago. 
"We apprehend serious damage has been caused to the coral reefs here by the tsunamis," said D.R.K Sastry, the Zoological Survey's regional director in the Andamans. 
"Even strong cyclones or powerful currents can cause much damage to the reefs, so it is only to be expected that such high and fast wave action would ravage the reefs and cause extensive damage. 
"We are waiting for the situation to stabilise a bit. Then we will start our damage assessment survey." 
He said the "Andaman coral reefs are very rich in spread and diversity, second only to the Great Barrier Reef in Australia". 
Big draw 
Mr Sastry said the "branching corals" were the most fragile and were likely to have been the worst hit by the tsunami waves. 
"Whether the coral reefs in the Andamans can recover would depend on the extent of the immediate damage caused by the fast and high waves and the inevitable post-tsunami siltation of the reefs," Mr Sastry added. 
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The Andaman reefs are next to the centre of distribution of the Indo-West Pacific fauna located in and around the Indonesian islands. 
Tourism in the archipelago has risen sharply in the last 20 years. 
In 1980, there were just about 10,000 tourists coming to the Andamans a year. Last year, nearly 100,000 tourists, one-tenth of them foreigners, visited the islands. 
"Such growth in tourism can affect the fragile corals of the Andamans and its associated fauna," said Mr Sastry. 
"The Andaman government on our advice closes down some coral areas for a particular period to allow the reefs to recuperate, while other areas are opened to tourists to shift the zoological disturbance." 
New to science 
The Andaman state level wildlife board and environment protection council seeks the advice of the Zoological Survey to protect the coral reefs. 
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Tourism can affect the coral, too


In April 2001, an international team of Indian, British and Australian scientists conducted a 10-day remote sensing and rapid survey-based study on the Andaman coral reefs. 
Thirteen sites were surveyed as part of the joint project between the Indian government and the United Nations Development Programme's Global Environment Facility. 
One hundred and ninety-seven coral species were recorded, of which 111 were new to the Andaman and Nicobar islands. 
"One coral species uncovered by the survey was a new find for science," says Calcutta zoologist Sudeshna Mukherjee. "Another one they found here is only found around the Philippines." 
She continued: "This huge discovery came with only 13 days of work, so one can imagine what bigger and more comprehensive surveys can yield on the Andaman coral reefs." 
Coastline watch 
Other zoologists estimate that there would be around 400 coral species in the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago - comparable in richness and diversity to the coral triangle between thee Philippines, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. 
The 2001 survey also showed that the Andaman coral reefs had been hardly affected by coral bleaching that devastated coral reef systems worldwide in 1998. 
Another threat to the corals - the presence of the "crown-of-thorns" starfish - was also non-existent in the Andamans. 
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If the coral has been damaged, marine life may be affected


"The very healthy status of the Andaman corals indicates the existence of a healthy marine system here and that is very critical for survival of ocean-living species like turtles," Ms Mukherjee said. 
Zoologists say that if the corals have been badly damaged, it will soon impact on marine life and many critically endangered species like the giant leatherback turtles will be affected. 
An Indian navy multi-purpose ship , INS Darshak, is now in the Andamans to carry out a survey of the archipelago's coastline. 
"This is a check survey. We carried out a similar survey of the coastline here two months back and so we will be in a good position to compare the change, if any," said Captain P. Jayapal. 
"We have to look out particularly for any blockage of the shipping channel." 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Indian Tribe May Struggle to Survive After Tsunami

INDIA: January 6, 2004

PORT BLAIR, India - One of the world's last remaining Stone Age hunter-gatherer tribes survived the Asian tsunami, but the damage caused to their habitat may eventually wipe them out, experts said.

The Onge tribe on India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands could run out of food -- mostly marine species -- as their inland estuaries have been flooded by sea water and coastal mangroves destroyed, they said.

"While a majority of the tribes are physically safe, we believe a tribe like the Onge is in grave danger as their habitat may have been badly affected," said Samir Acharya, secretary of the Society for Andaman and Nicobar Ecology.

"These tribals live a need-based life where destruction to a particular natural resource could make all the difference between survival and extinction," he said.

An army official said most of the Onge population of around 100 was safe on Little Andaman island, one of the more than 550 isles in the remote chain that lies closer to the epicentre of the undersea quake off Indonesia than to the Indian mainland.

"I am happy to inform you all that the Onge in the island of Little Andaman are safe. They are 89 of them," Lieutenant General B.S. Thakur, chief of defence forces in the islands leading the relief efforts, told reporters.

"They have been examined by our medical doctors and their condition is good."

A senior Indian anthropologist had earlier said there had been no word on the fate of nearly 25 Onges, a quarter of the tribe's total population.

Authorities say most primitive tribal groups on the islands are safe after the tsunami struck 10 days ago. Experts had feared that some of the tribes might have been wiped out after the killer waves smashed into the remote archipelago, some 1,200 km (750 miles) off India's east coast.

The Andaman and Nicobar islands are home to about six tribes of Mongoloid and Negrito origin who have lived there for thousands of years. Only about three dozen islands in the chain are inhabited.

Many of these tribal people are hunter-gatherers who arm themselves with spears, bows and arrows, dress in tree bark or leaves, and shun links with the outside world.

The Dec. 26 tsunami has killed more than 145,000 people across south and southeast Asia, more than 15,000 in India alone.

While the largest tribe, the Nicobarese, has a population of more than 20,000, more primitive groups like the Sentinelese, Shompen and Jarawa number only a few dozen or a few hundred.

The Onges are a Negrito tribe whose numbers have dwindled from an estimated 600 in 1901.

At least 5,000 people are feared to have died on the tropical Andaman and Nicobar islands. Most of the victims were Nicobarese living in villages along the coastline.

Many tribal people fled deep into the jungles after the tsunami and have been too scared to emerge since, Indian authorities said, adding that they were believed to be surviving on coconuts, bananas and wild berries.

Indian authorities have so far provided little relief to the most primitive tribal groups, partly because of concerns about intruding into their highly protected existence.

(Additional reporting by Sanjeev Miglani)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC (US) NEWS

Tsunami May Have Dealt Blow to Marine Life

Underwater Devastation Could Affect Fishing for Years to Come

By AMANDA ONION

Jan. 5, 2005 - The devastation from the South Asian tsunami has been horribly apparent on land, but what about under water? 

Human carnage and suffering are obviously foremost on most minds now, but researchers are just beginning to assess damage to marine life, including mangroves and coral reef communities, which are vital to fishing industries and tourism. The United Nations has assigned $1 million to fund a task force to survey environmental damage. 

If past studies from other events, such as hurricanes, are any indication, experts say the impact on marine life could be vast and lasting. 

"I think there is going to be significant impact," said Tom Hourigan, a coral reef expert with the National Marine Fisheries Service headquarters in Silver Spring, Md. "Even hurricanes can have an impact on marine life, and the scale of this is much greater." 

Coral reef communities may have been torn up in chunks in some areas and suffocated by piles of mud and debris in others. Nurseries for young fish and turtles in mangroves and marshland may have been wiped out, possibly jeopardizing future fishing crops for decades to come. 

And while most large marine animals likely escaped to deeper waters as the towering waves struck, debris such as fishing gear and sharp, rusting metal poses future risks for the animals. 

"There are many different components to how the tsunami may have damaged marine life," said Rusty Brainard, a fisheries expert with the National Marine Fisheries Service in Honolulu. 

Vital Coral Reefs Vulnerable

Among the most vulnerable and vital marine life affected are coral reefs. These intricate communities are made up of limestone, built by colonies of coral polyps and algae. The structures support more species per unit than any other marine environment, including endless species of fish, sea horses, sea turtles and sponges. 

They are vital for local fishing communities that catch fish living around them, as well as for a tourism industry that features the reefs to attract snorkelers and divers. 

The reefs were already stressed in many parts of South Asia and Thailand by warmer waters stemming from the El Niño weather event in 1998. Now researchers shudder to imagine what further damage the tsunamis have wrought. 

"As the tidal waves came in, they brought a lot of force and probably broke a lot of the corals. Then as they went out again, they probably dragged a lot of debris back in and along the coral reefs," said Hourigan. 

Indeed, initial reports to Marcos Noordeloos of the WorldFish Center, based in Penang, Malaysia, said some reefs off the coast of Thailand were "in bad shape," and, according to one report, "destroyed." So far, reports suggest the damage is inconsistent, said Noordeloos, with some reefs escaping damage and others showing minor and major damage. 

"It will be a while -- months, at least -- before we get a picture of the damage to coral reefs," he said. 

Another likely possibility is some coral reefs are now suffocating under mounds of silt, sand and other debris. Coral reef communities depend on clear water for survival and the debris-laden waters around South Asia could lead to their slow demise. 

The shallow environments of mangroves and sea grass are also likely to have been damaged. Brainard explains these areas are partially enclosed bodies of water around the coastline that often host the most delicate forms of marine life, such as young fish. 

"Fish stocks and young fishes were probably wiped out," he said. "That could mean the next couple years could have low fish levels, which could lead to lower fish levels for the next couple decades." 

Trouble Ahead for Larger Marine Animals?

Larger marine animals may have been less vulnerable to the destruction. Greg Bossart, a marine mammal expert at Harbor Branch Oceanic Institution in Fort Pierce, Fla., says if these larger marine animals were in deep waters, they likely escaped immediate trouble. 

"As long as they were in deep enough waters, I would bet most dove out of the way of the tsunami," he said. "Animals are more sensitive to things like this than ourselves. They can sense pressure changes from the waves." 

At least one humpback dolphin and her calf off the coast of Thailand weren't so fortunate. They were tossed into a small lagoon and remained trapped there for 10 days. Local fishermen and soldiers came to the rescue Wednesday afternoon after two previous attempts failed. Bossart says the dolphins were likely swimming in shallow waters when they were caught up by the waves, but he thinks most dolphins were likely able to dive from trouble. 

There could be more threats to come, however. Brainard points out that the heaps of debris that were cast into the ocean by the tsunami now pose an ongoing risk to marine life, both large and small. 

Fishing gear cast from storm-struck fishing boats can take years to deteriorate. Once underwater these nets snarl species such as dolphins and endangered leatherback turtles. 

"Any air-breathing marine animal is especially vulnerable," Brainard said. 

Other debris, such as buses, cars and other metal objects swept away by the tsunami, will leach into the waters and may foster green algae blooms, which thrive on iron. Such algal blooms can then crowd out other communities, including corals. Finally, any large object in coastal waters can further erode the bottom and cause further damage. 

"Anything on the ocean bottom can be moved by currents and waves," said Brainard. "That can act like an underwater bulldozer." 

Lynne Zeitlin Hale, director of the Nature Conservancy's Global Marine Initiative, points out that many local research facilities and researchers, themselves in Sri Lanka, Thailand and Indonesia have suffered like everyone else in the area, so this could further slow efforts to assess damage. 

"Many local researchers have lost equipment and their boats. Their labs are a mess," she said. "We know there has been lots of damage. But quantifying it is going to take time." 

Copyright © 2005 ABC News Internet Ventures
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AID OPERATION 

Solid Progress Reported in Relief Effort for Devastated Indonesian Area

By SCOTT SHANE and ERIC LIPTON 
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Published: January 6, 2005



ANDA ACEH, Indonesia, Jan. 5 - Ten days after the earthquake and tsunami flattened this western edge of Indonesia, relief officials described real progress on Wednesday in turning what started as a limited airlift for isolated regions into a vast truck-based network to supply relief to hundreds of thousands of injured and homeless people. 
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The progress comes after what relief officials agree was a frustrating first week - plagued by shortages, bottlenecks and damaged infrastructure - and as the outpouring of international assistance topped $3 billion for the dozen nations hit by waves that killed more than 150,000 people. 

Australia committed $765 million to Indonesia on Wednesday, and a total of $1 billion over five years, making it the largest donor yet. Germany officially put up some $663 million for the regionwide relief and rebuilding effort, and Britain raised its contribution to $100 million. 

As Secretary of State Colin L. Powell and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida, on their third day in the region, had their first look at the center of the tsunami's destruction, United States officials doubled their estimate of the number of Americans presumed dead in the disaster to 36, and officials were continuing to pare down queries about the missing.

"In more than 40 years in the military and as a high-level government official, I've been in war, and I've been through a number of hurricanes, tornadoes and other relief operations, but I have never seen anything like this," Mr. Powell said after flying low over miles of flattened coastline where tens of thousands died. "The power of the wave to destroy bridges, to destroy factories, to destroy homes, to destroy crops, to destroy everything in its path is amazing."

Governor Bush heads home on Thursday, but Mr. Powell will stay to attend a conference in Jakarta, the Indonesian capital, of donor nations and the countries affected by the tsunami. He will then fly to Sri Lanka, where more than 30,000 people died. 

The "core group" of countries established by Mr. Powell last week to lead the relief effort will be dissolved at the meeting, leaving the task to the United Nations, a State Department official said Wednesday.

The core group - comprising the United States, Japan, India and Australia - was "designed to respond to a short-term need," the official said, adding, "Now that the relief efforts are broader and more long-term, the appropriate place for them to be coordinated is the U.N."

Even as relief officials were increasingly confident that a corner was being turned, they cautioned that help was often arriving too late for increasing numbers of the injured who were succumbing to horrible infections, and that years of work lay ahead to rebuild communities where serious hurdles remained. 

The hurdles include insufficient warehouse space to keep the supply lines moving smoothly, an inability for now to deliver protein-rich foods like fish, or even cooking oil, and little progress in improving sanitation leaving the area vulnerable to a major disease outbreak.

But despite those obstacles, in Banda Aceh, provincial capital of the hardest-hit region that Mr. Powell toured Wednesday, United Nations officials said the relief drive - from food to water to medicine to housing - could reach as many as 800,000 people in the province.

Mr. Powell said he and the top Indonesian official in charge of the recovery, Alwi Shihab, had agreed on the need to increase the number of landings by American C-130 transport planes delivering aid. The number of flights had been limited by flight-control operations, said Andrew S. Natsios, administrator of the United States Agency for International Development, but should increase over the next day or so.

Usaid has rented 80 trucks to move rice, soybeans, water purification kits and other supplies overland to Banda Aceh, Mr. Natsios said. But the 300-mile trip from the city of Medan takes three days because of damaged roads and the threat of violence in a continuing conflict between Aceh separatists and Indonesian government troops. A firefight two days ago halted the relief trips for eight hours, he said.

____________________________________________________________________________
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The progress comes after what relief officials agree was a frustrating first week - plagued by shortages, bottlenecks and damaged infrastructure - and as the outpouring of international assistance topped $3 billion for the dozen nations hit by waves that killed more than 150,000 people. 

Australia committed $765 million to Indonesia on Wednesday, and a total of $1 billion over five years, making it the largest donor yet. Germany officially put up some $663 million for the regionwide relief and rebuilding effort, and Britain raised its contribution to $100 million. 

As Secretary of State Colin L. Powell and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida, on their third day in the region, had their first look at the center of the tsunami's destruction, United States officials doubled their estimate of the number of Americans presumed dead in the disaster to 36, and officials were continuing to pare down queries about the missing.

"In more than 40 years in the military and as a high-level government official, I've been in war, and I've been through a number of hurricanes, tornadoes and other relief operations, but I have never seen anything like this," Mr. Powell said after flying low over miles of flattened coastline where tens of thousands died. "The power of the wave to destroy bridges, to destroy factories, to destroy homes, to destroy crops, to destroy everything in its path is amazing."

Governor Bush heads home on Thursday, but Mr. Powell will stay to attend a conference in Jakarta, the Indonesian capital, of donor nations and the countries affected by the tsunami. He will then fly to Sri Lanka, where more than 30,000 people died. 

The "core group" of countries established by Mr. Powell last week to lead the relief effort will be dissolved at the meeting, leaving the task to the United Nations, a State Department official said Wednesday.

The core group - comprising the United States, Japan, India and Australia - was "designed to respond to a short-term need," the official said, adding, "Now that the relief efforts are broader and more long-term, the appropriate place for them to be coordinated is the U.N."

Even as relief officials were increasingly confident that a corner was being turned, they cautioned that help was often arriving too late for increasing numbers of the injured who were succumbing to horrible infections, and that years of work lay ahead to rebuild communities where serious hurdles remained. 

The hurdles include insufficient warehouse space to keep the supply lines moving smoothly, an inability for now to deliver protein-rich foods like fish, or even cooking oil, and little progress in improving sanitation leaving the area vulnerable to a major disease outbreak.

But despite those obstacles, in Banda Aceh, provincial capital of the hardest-hit region that Mr. Powell toured Wednesday, United Nations officials said the relief drive - from food to water to medicine to housing - could reach as many as 800,000 people in the province.

Mr. Powell said he and the top Indonesian official in charge of the recovery, Alwi Shihab, had agreed on the need to increase the number of landings by American C-130 transport planes delivering aid. The number of flights had been limited by flight-control operations, said Andrew S. Natsios, administrator of the United States Agency for International Development, but should increase over the next day or so.

Usaid has rented 80 trucks to move rice, soybeans, water purification kits and other supplies overland to Banda Aceh, Mr. Natsios said. But the 300-mile trip from the city of Medan takes three days because of damaged roads and the threat of violence in a continuing conflict between Aceh separatists and Indonesian government troops. A firefight two days ago halted the relief trips for eight hours, he said.
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Eco-damage severe and lasting

TIMES NEWS NETWORK[ THURSDAY, JANUARY 06, 2005 11:32:49 AM ]

Sign into earnIndiatimes points

New Delhi: India's tsunami-hit regions are showing up "severe" ecological damage, and some of it will stay.

This is based on a preliminary government assessment of mangroves, corals, coastal forests, wetlands, biodiversity, groundwater and geomorphologic features such as sand dunes and rock formations.

Eleven days into the sudden disaster, the Union Environment Ministry met on Wednesday evening with officials and scientists from ten institutes and organisations to decide on a strategy on what they could do to repair damage which would impact lives.

Teams aren't rushing out anywhere but the scientists called in for the two-hour meeting are already working in some of the tsunami-hit areas like Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

"The preliminary information is that there is significant damage," said environment secretary Prodipto Ghosh.

The devastation is extensive, most so in the Andaman and Nicobar islands which bore the brunt of the death waves.

Framing an action plan to repair damage where it is possible is going to be a two-step process—what Ghosh calls a "rapid assessment" to identify damage and, thereafter, "a detailed assessment" through on-the-spot surveys.

"The first stage will be based largely on pre-tsunami and post tsunami satellite imagery and some ground truthing, rather than our running helter-skelter," said Ghosh. This will take two months.

Then, they will know where people are affected by such damage, where they can step in and do something and where they cannot. For instance, they can do nothing about changes to rock formations or sand dunes but they can perhaps do something about saline water seeping into groundwater or coastal forests. A rural development ministry assessment is that 176 habitations in TN are affected by saline water intrusion and the bill may shoot up to Rs 25 crore for this alone.

The institutions involved indicate the enormity and diversity of the tasks ahead.

These range from institutes with some expertise in ocean management and marine biology to earth science studies, the Forest, Zoological and Botanical Surveys, Central Water Commission, Central Pollution Control Board, Ahmedabad's Space Application Centre and the coast guards.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

AZCentral

Tsunami's toll on fish hard to gauge

Jan. 4, 2005 12:00 AM

Here's a question that has come in one form or another several times in the past week or so.

What happened to fish and other marine life when the tsunami went through? Were they all destroyed or could they swim out of the way?

Gee, I don't know.

I mean I do know, sort of, but I feel kind of funny writing about the little birdies and the little fishies with so much human misery at hand.

On the other hand, it is a reasonable question, and I guess the little birdies and fishies are God's creatures, too.

Let's start with the easy part first. There was a Reuters article one day last week out of Johannesburg that said terrestrial wildlife in most of the stricken areas seems to have escaped unharmed. Like they haven't found any dead elephants or leopards or so on.

This seems to give some credence to the idea that animals, especially birds, have some sort of sixth sense about impending disasters and move out of the area before trouble hits.

Nobody seems to have ever proved this for sure because it is kind of a difficult idea to test in the field. However, a lot of people think it's true, and it well might be.

As for the marine life, the picture seems to be a bit hazier.

There was an article Monday in the online version of the Indian newspaper the Hindu that said preliminary studies found there seemed to be no widespread damage to fish and dolphins and whales and no reports of dead fish rotting on the beaches.

However, I also read some other stuff that said marine life within a mile of the shores where the tsunami struck was hit pretty hard. Specifically, hundreds of miles of coral reef probably were covered with mud and debris, which would have the effect of smothering the coral. And coral reef ecosystems are pretty complicated, with lots of other creatures relying on the reefs for food and shelter. One story I read said it could take as long as 30 years for the reefs to recover.

In addition to the reefs, lots of mangrove forests and estuaries and other coastal environments were hit pretty hard, and I guess it will take awhile to figure out what the long-term effects of that will be.

And I read another piece that said there might have been all sorts of underwater landslides and other damage to the seabed that won't be studied or understood for quite a while.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

New York Post

TSUNAMI RIPPLES: A NEW STRATEGIC MAP

BY RALPH PETERS

January 6, 2005 -- THE tsunami's devastation on the Indian Ocean's shores offers a strategic lesson of incomparable importance. Whether or not the Pentagon's current leadership is capable of grasping that lesson is another matter.

The Indian Ocean and its adjoining seas and gulfs form one crucial, integrated strategic theater. The region has been critical to Western dominance for five centuries. Yet, when our intelligence services or military planners consider this vast, densely populated region at all, they poke at the different parts and miss the whole.

The Indian Ocean theater contains the world's largest democracy (India), the world's most populous Muslim state (Indonesia), the greatest concentration of oil (on the Arabian Peninsula and in the Persian Gulf), the first Muslim nuclear power (Pakistan), the most progressive economies in Southeast Asia (Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand) and the greatest concentration of terrorists in the world.

On its eastern extreme, this vast region is bounded by Australia, a sturdy Western outpost. To the west, the Indian Ocean laps the old Swahili Coast and the Republic of South Africa, a state on its way to becoming the continent's first indigenous great power.

No region of the world is so complex, or so thick with both threats and opportunities. The Indian Ocean region is not only critical in detail, but has an overall importance even greater than its parts. From the vital sea lanes that once carried spices and now carry oil, to the competing civilizations on its littorals, the Indian Ocean binds together the world's great passions, needs and dangers.

This is where Islam must — and can — change; where nuclear weapons are likeliest to be used; where the future economic potential is vast; where the bulk of the world's heroin is produced; and where the heroin of the world economy — oil — could be cut off with a handful of nuclear weapons (think Iran, the Suez Canal and a few Arab ports).

We have failed to see the forest for the palm trees. Nature recognized what our government consistently fails to understand. The earthquake centered off the coast of Sumatra triggered deadly waves that struck Thailand and Somalia, India and Indonesia, Burma and the Maldives, Sri Lanka and Africa's Swahili coast.

The tsunami drew a strategic map of the 21st century. It took a tragedy to inspire serious American involvement in the region (apart from the Middle East, with which we remain rabidly obsessed). While cognizant of the horrors that brought them to Indonesia, U.S. Navy officers are relieved to have a mission at last. Largely excluded from participation in Iraq and Afghanistan because of the reactionary choices the service made, our Navy has suffered from a perception of fading relevance.

Yet, our Navy remains as important to America's security as it ever was. The problem is that the Navy itself can't see it. The service suffers from the destructive nostalgia that afflicted the Army a decade ago, the desire to perfect a force to fight the wars of the past.

Nonetheless, our Navy remains the lead service for security affairs in the Indian Ocean. The Air Force will have a role in crises, while the Army and Marines will be needed to fight the region's ground campaigns of tomorrow (they're coming), but our naval presence is the indispensable military and strategic tool required by the Indian Ocean's strategic environment.

We have lost our focus on the control of the seas.

Half a millennium ago, the Indian Ocean proved to be the soft underbelly of the Ottoman Empire. Obscure naval battles off the coast of India secured the spice routes for Europe and triggered the long Ottoman decline. Today, the Indian Ocean is the weak link in Western security, a distant theater whose sea lanes carry not only oil, but vital trade, from the Suez Canal to the Straits of Malacca. No other region is so critical and so vulnerable. If we look beyond the terrible toll of the tsunami, there is much to be hopeful about. Far too little attention has been paid to the Thai government's position that, while it welcomed foreign recovery expertise, it did not need post-tsunami financial aid. Only a generation ago, Thailand was dirt-poor; today, it's proud of its ability to self-recover.

India has become a prized source of top-flight human capital. Afghanistan's proving that democracy can work in the absence of superhighways and investment bankers. South Africa is pioneering a dynamic multiracial society on a continent old-school thinkers blithely write off. And Indonesia, for all its problems, relishes its new democracy a

The future is waving its arms and shouting, but we see only the past.

First in uniform, then as a civilian, I've visited most of the countries on the Indian Ocean littoral, from Burma to Mozambique. I've become convinced both of the need to view the region as a unity and of the criticality of intelligent American engagement.

Only last month, I completed a book ("New Glory," due out next summer) that argues for a shift in our strategic priorities and a fundamental rethinking of the way we view the world. My conclusion was that the Indian Ocean lies at the heart of postmodern strategy. I didn't expect the disaster of the century to underscore my point.

The tsunami's devastation raised a signpost to the 21st-century's future. Does our government have the strategic literacy to read it?

Ralph Peters is a former Army officer and the author of 20 books.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Don't burn tsunami debris in open: Sri Lanka minister  
Colombo, Jan 6 (IANS) A Sri Lankan minister has asked people to stop burning debris containing polythene and plastics, thrown up when last week's tsunami ravaged the countryside, saying the toxic gases would pollute the environment.

"Inhaling this polluted air could expose public to lung diseases and cancer," Environment and Natural Resources Minister A.H.M. Fowzie warned, reports the Daily News newspaper.

Several places have been identified as dumping grounds for the tsunami debris, Fowzie said, while also urging people not to use the sea as a dumping ground.

The minister said that during a recent visit to affected areas, he personally witnessed groups of people burning planks, polythene, plastics and pvc (poly vinyl chloride) at public places at Moratuwa.

At the Galle Stadium, loads of planks were being thrown into the sea.

Planks of destroyed buildings could be used at refugee camps where mass-scale cooking is taking place. Planks and other timber of the Dec 26 tsunami aftermath should be diverted to these camps for better use, he said.

Fowzie said whilst being mindful of the havoc wrecked by tsunami tidal waves, further pollution of the environment cannot be encouraged.
Indo-Asian News Service
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Denver Post

Restore reefs, help victims[image: image25.png]



By Penelope Purdy[image: image26.png]



As the world responds to the humanitarian crisis inflicted by the tsunami in south Asia, the international community should be considering the region's long-term environmental needs. 

The first response clearly must be to get drinking water, food and medical care to people who lost everything. The next mission should be to rebuild sewers and infrastructure. Hard on the heels of that effort comes the third issue of the environment.

Seldom have economic and environmental sustainability been so linked. In the 12 nations slammed by the deadly tidal wave - all of them developing countries - millions of people make their livelihoods from the sea or the land. They fish, farm or cater to tourists who come to see the spectacular natural setting. So unless the environment is restored, the affected countries can't really get their people back to work. And if tsunami victims can't work, they may face new disasters of poverty and political unrest.

Such grim scenarios aren't inevitable. Left on its own, nature would eventually heal the tsunami's damage. But people can't wait centuries; they need to feed their families today.

Interestingly, one looming crisis that already has caught international attention - the damage to Asia's coral reefs - offers an opportunity to help people by helping their environment. Often described as the oceans' rain forests, coral reefs are abundant ecosystems supporting thousands of plant and animal species. Fishermen also rely on the reefs because the fish they seek live among the coral.

Unfortunately, humans have been destroying coral reefs worldwide at a prodigious rate, through pollution, climate change and use of dynamite to kill and catch fish. Already at risk, mile after mile of reefs were wiped out by the tsunami.

It's not yet known how badly the tsunami harmed the Indian Ocean's reefs; the United Nations set aside $1 million to assess damage. But early reports indicate that the huge reefs that protect Sri Lanka from even routine storms in the Indian Ocean may have been devastated; Sri Lanka also lost its marine biology lab. Specialists fear, too, that the magnificent reefs encircling the Maldives were seriously hit. Sumatra's coast, near the quake's epicenter, may have been devastated, while reefs on Indonesia's east coast seem untouched. In Thailand, the damage is spotty.

On Friday, an umbrella group to which almost all global environmental groups belong, The International Union of Conservation for Nature, will host a meeting to discuss what various organizations can do to help in the tsunami zone. They should tie ecological concerns to the need to help the tsunami's victims economically. They could start by coordinating a global effort to pay people in the disaster zone to restore coral reefs - after all, the people need jobs and Mother Nature needs a helping hand.

Rebuilding the reefs is even more essential than buying new fishing boats for tsunami victims: It doesn't do a fisherman any good to have a boat if there are no fish, and there won't be many fish (and not enough tourists) unless the reefs come back.

Left to natural conditions, the little animals that make reefs need centuries to rebuild their colonies, but humans can speed the process. In parts of the world, people have sunk old boats to build artificial reefs, providing habitat for fish and other creatures. The old boats also offer a stable base that coral can cling to and grow.

There are uncounted thousands of wrecked fishing boats cluttering the tsunami disaster zone. Conservation groups should hire the local populations to help inventory the damage to the reefs and other ecosystems such as wetlands. They could pay the locals to strip engines (which can leak fuel) from wrecked fishing boats. Then the boats could be sunk to create artificial reefs and give natural coral a new base. Environmental groups could further train the locals to help monitor the reefs' progress, providing continued employment. The project would get rid of debris, help the ecosystems, provide paychecks to suddenly destitute families - and restore human hope.

The idea intrigued Lynn Hale, director of global marine initiative for The Nature Conservancy, a worldwide group that aims to preserve Earth's biodiversity. The project would, she said, require conservationists to shift their focus from trying to preserve pristine places in these developing countries to actively trying to restore damaged ecosystems.

Despite the tsunami's horrendous toll, there is room for optimism. We of the 21st century have technologies our ancestors didn't. To truly help the tsunami victims for years to come, we should couple our modern know-how with the most basic element that makes us human: compassion.

Penelope Purdy (ppurdy@denverpost.com) is a member of the Denver Post editorial board.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Kerala News

Tsunami caused severe ecological damage: official:

[India News]: New Delhi, Jan 5 : The tsunami that ravaged South Asia has caused severe damage to India's ecological resources, affecting the livelihood of the people, top officials said here Wednesday.

Preliminary assessment of tsunami-hit regions in the country indicated severe damage to ecological resources like mangroves, corals, forests, coastal wetlands, geo-morphological features like sand dunes and rock formations, biodiversity and groundwater.

"Some of the damage to ecological assets may impact the livelihood of the people," Secretary Prodipto Ghosh of the environment and forests ministry told a meeting of experts to assess the damage to ecological assets in the wake of the Dec 26 tsunami.

The experts decided to assess the damage in two stages -- the first being a rapid assessment based on pre-tsunami and post-tsunami satellite images of affected regions and available data.

In the second stage, experts will develop an action plan for restoration of ecological resources.

The preliminary assessment report will be completed in two months.

The Institute for Ocean Management, Anna University, Chennai, Centre for Advanced Studies in Marine Biology, Annamalai University, Chidambaram, Space Application Centre, Ahmedabad, and Centre for Earth Science Studies, Thiruvananthapuram wil carry out the survey.

Besides, the Forest Survey of India, Zoological Survey of India, Botanical Survey of India, Central Water Commission, Coast Guard and Central Pollution Control Board will also participate in the study.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

New York Post

BLAMING THE WEST — AGAIN

BY COLLIN LEVEY

January 6, 2005 -- ENVIRONMENTAL groups last week gave new meaning to the old slogan "reuse and recycle." In the aftermath of the tsunami disaster, many were spotted trying to capitalize on the headlines to call attention to their old saws on climate change.

The controversy was catalyzed by a series of quotes like one from a Greenpeace spokesman, who said an increase in "so-called natural disasters [was] no more natural than a plastic Christmas tree."

Similar talk has been heard from other eco groups, though they always clarify that they don't mean the earthquake in the Indian Ocean was caused by global warming, er, exactly. The message instead is worse: Poor countries are unwise to aspire to join the industrialized world, and their "natural" disasters are a comeuppance for buying into the desirability of economic progress.

By developing along their coastlines, for instance, villagers of Thailand and Indonesia allegedly destroyed nature's best defenses against tsunamis — coral reefs and natural tidebreaks in the form of shoreline plants. Hotels and shrimp farms that bring revenue to the poorer coastal communities, you see, are accomplices of nature's destructive power. Now aren't you sorry you didn't listen to us?

This is not a new argument ginned up just for the occasion, however. Last August, an environmental group sued the Indonesian government after a river flooded parts of North Sumatra, killing 200 people. Illegal logging of protected woodlands was blamed for exposing villagers to unnecessary danger. The 2002 landslides in Kenya that drove hundreds of thousands out of their homes were similarly blamed on deforestation.

The message this chorus sends to poor countries is that they should eschew the businesses that involve Western capital and trade. Funny how completely it ignores the evidence and their own human experience. Development may have costs, but it undoubtedly leaves people better off. Wealth buys longer life, better health and a cleaner, better-protected environment. Coral reefs may save lives in a tsunami. But they don't save nearly as many lives as technology and development do.

There was a time, recall, that when most natural disasters were unsurvivable and unpredictable — they came without warning and wiped out whole swaths of communities. In 1959, floods in China killed 2 million. As recently as 1970, 300,000 died in floods in Bangladesh. But natural disasters that hit the developed world seldom even make the list anymore. The Lisbon earthquake killed an estimated 30,000, but that was in 1755.

Environmentalists have correctly noted that 96 percent of death from natural disasters now occurs in the developing world, and that poor, Caribbean countries suffer far worse death and injury from the same hurricanes that also batter Florida. Yet somehow they conclude this is the fault of the developed world for being developed, not a sign that poor countries would be better off if they developed, too.

The World Wildlife Fund once even proposed an income redistribution scheme to compensate poor countries for natural disasters "caused" by industrialized countries. "If the U.S. tobacco industry can be held responsible for smoking-related deaths and illnesses and ordered to pay very hefty fines, wealthy countries must be held responsible in some way for the contribution that their carbon pollution is almost certainly making to recent droughts and floods," said the fund's Jennifer Morgan.

At the heart of many environmentalists' complaint is the belief that the United States is somehow responsible for everything. But happily, no part of the world is less impressed with this message than the corner of the world where the tsunami landed. The economies of Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and even (despite its civil war) Sri Lanka have not earned the title "tigers" for nothing.

In fact, the most hopeful theme from the morass of appalling news this week is that the tsunami region would not likely suffer long-term economic damage. Local stock markets were barely fazed by the disaster. Globalization is too entrenched. The tourists will come back, and because they will, the capital will be available to rebuild hotels and resorts. Their labor forces remain educated, disciplined and ambitious, so factories will be rebuilt to take advantage of their energies.

For those who survived the tragedy, globalization itself will be one of the biggest forces contributing to their rapid recovery from the disaster. Now if only the environmentalists could figure this out, too.

E-mail: clevey@nypost.com
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Press Information Bureau - India

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF THE TSUNAMI-AFFECTED REGIONS INDICATES SEVERE DAMAGE TO SOME ECOLOGICAL RESOURCES

ACTION PLAN FOR RESTORATION OF DAMAGED ECOLOGICAL ASSETS

Preliminary assessment of the tsunami-affected regions of India indicates severe damage in some areas of significant ecological resources, which include mangroves, corals, forests, coastal wetlands, geomorphological features (such as sand dunes, rock formations etc.), biodiversity and groundwater. Some of the damage to ecological assets may impact livelihood of the people.

This was indicated in a meeting of experts from concerned institutions under the chairmanship of the Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests, Dr Prodipto Ghosh, here today, which was convened to assess the damage to ecological assets in the wake of tsunami.

With a view to develop an action plan for the restoration of the damaged ecological assets, it was decided that the evaluation of ecological damages would be undertaken in two stages. In the first stage, rapid assessment based on pre-tsunami and post-tsunami satellite images of affected regions and available data would be undertaken by the concerned institutions to identify the damage to ecological assets, important for livelihood and habitations, which suffered significant long-term damage, but which are amenable to restoration. On the basis of preliminary assessment, a detailed evaluation of the ecological damage would be made, in the second stage, for the identified ecological resources to develop an action plan for their restoration.

Preliminary assessment report is expected to be submitted within two months.

The institutions which would undertake the assessment in the first stage, include: Institute for Ocean Management (IOM), Anna University, Chennai; Centre for Advanced Studies in Marine Biology (CASMB), Annamalai University, Chidambaram; Space Application Centre (SAC), Ahmedabad; Centre for Earth Science Studies (CESS), Thiruvananthapuram; Forest Survey of India; Zoological Survey of India; Botanical Survey of India; Central Water Commission; Coast Guards; and Central Pollution Control Board.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Avoiding a Catastrophe Of Human Error

By William H. Hooke

    We live on a planet of extremes and cataclysm. A year to the day before the Dec. 26 tsunami, whose death toll has surpassed  150,000, the Bam earthquake in Iran killed 46,000 people, injured 20,000 and left 60,000 homeless. In India the Gujarat earthquake of 2001 resulted in more than 20,000 deaths and 167,000 injuries. In 1998 Central America lost 10,000 lives to Hurricane Mitch. The 1976 Tangshan earthquake in China killed 250,000. 

 Nor are such losses confined to the developing world. In 2003 a European heat wave killed about 20,000 people; the 1995 Kobe earthquake in Japan killed 5,000. Insured losses worldwide for the 2004 hurricane season came to $35 billion; the total losses were far higher. Here's the sober truth. Hurricanes, brutal cold fronts and heat waves, ice storms and tornadoes, cycles of flood and drought, and earthquakes and volcanic eruptions are not unforeseeable interruptions of normality. Rather, these extremes are the way that the planet  we live on does its business. Hurricanes, in some parts of the world, provide a third of the average annual rainfall. What we call "climate" is really an average of extremes of heat and cold, precipitation and drought. And climate change? The issue is not the small increments in the averages but what lies behind them: the projected changes in storm patterns, intensity and tracks, and the altered outlook for floods and drought. For island nations, or even the United States, the impact of a one-foot change in average sea level over a century can in some respects be accommodated far more readily than the devastation of a single 6- to 15-foot storm surge sustained for just 24 hours during that hundred years.

 In this connection, the geological record is not comforting. All the evidence from paleoclimatology and geology suggests that over the long haul, the extremes we face will be substantially greater than even the strongest in our brief historical record. Can we blunt these catastrophes? What measures can and should we take to reduce loss of life and suffering, mitigate economic disruption and protect the environment and ecosystems in the face of extreme events? There are several:

 • Monitor. This measure has been discussed repeatedly in the days since Dec. 26. Scientific research and technological development have led to great advances in our ability to anticipate the development, track and intensity of many natural hazards, and to detect many more. In the wake of the latest disaster it is tempting to focus attention on this particular threat --  namely by our attention to a tsunami detection system such as that developed by Eddie Bernard at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). But nations of the world need to address the challenge of monitoring the entire range of natural hazards in a balanced, globally coordinated way. 

 Fortunately, thanks in large part to retired Vice Adm. Conrad Lautenbacher, the NOAA administrator, such a concerted international effort is underway. More than 50 nations will be meeting in Brussels next month  to solemnize agreements governing a decade of cooperation in enhanced global monitoring for public safety, economic growth, and protection of the environment and ecosystems.

 But for many participating nations, the agreements will simply mean changes and adjustments in the use of resources. New warning capabilities will not be in place for years -- at least not under current levels of investment. Here at home, Congress and the federal agencies could put meat on the bones of these proposals by increasing the funds available. Considering that the  level of U.S. investment in such monitoring and the associated research and services is  only about 0.1 percent of gross domestic product, and that weather-sensitive sectors (agriculture, energy, transportation, etc.) make up a third of our economy, this would be a matter of common sense.

   • Warn. Monitoring doesn't tell the whole story. When information on an impending hazard is available to only a few government officials, it is virtually useless. The warning must be in the hands of the public -- those of us in harm's way. For many events, such as earthquakes and tsunamis, the warning time is too short to rely on the handoff of information between intermediaries. Nations must pay more attention to technical means for disseminating warnings directly to those affected. In this country, it means programs such as all-hazards NOAA Weather Radio, but also systems linked to cell phones, pagers and all the technology of the home and workplace. In the case of earthquakes, it might mean warning systems that automatically take the steps needed to protect critical infrastructure, without human intervention (and fatal delay).

   • Prepare the public. Those in Sumatra, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand and elsewhere simply did not know how to interpret the meaning of the scene before them -- an ocean suddenly receding far from the coast, with fish flopping around on sediment that moments before had been underwater. Such public awareness by itself, with or without government warnings, could have triggered an immediate and massive exodus to higher ground. Arguably, more lives might have been saved through such awareness -- and the precious seconds it would have bought -- than through any technical means.

 Here at home, K-12 education offers a powerful tool for building public awareness and for providing additional benefits. We can teach children (society's most vulnerable population) about the hazards they face. As they enter adulthood, they will bring that awareness with them. Children are fascinated by natural extremes. Earth science education therefore serves as a gateway, stimulating their interest in all branches of science, including physics, chemistry, biology and mathematics. 

 But the earth sciences, including meteorology, climatology, hydrology, oceanography, geology and many other disciplines, can go only so far in protecting the public. Our community, and the warnings and forecasts we provide, have their limits. To protect ourselves on this wild ride on our untamed planet, we must take additional measures. Here are just a few:

   • Adopt less risky behavior. Many of the dazed and injured in Asia have no livelihood to return to, no prospect of getting their lives back on track. The tragedy will not just persist for years -- it will grow. To protect against the property loss and economic disruption of disasters, we must adopt more prudent land-use policies, especially in coastal regions and other hazardous zones. We must strengthen building codes and their enforcement. When we ignore these measures we behave like the man who, instead of eating better, exercising, giving up smoking and making other lifestyle changes, just figures that when the heart attack comes, the ambulance will be there and the bypass surgery will make him as good as new.

   • Focus on social equity. Like every such disaster, this one aggravates and compounds existing social inequities. Statistically, those hit the hardest are the ones who were struggling to begin with: the poor, the elderly, the sick, women and children, ethnic minorities. Do we want to protect ourselves (and others) from natural hazards? Then let's work together to take care of today's basic needs -- food, clothing, and shelter -- so there's a surplus to put toward greater safety over the long haul. In 1998 Hurricane Mitch undid a decade of World Bank investment in Central America. Donor nations and nongovernmental organizations such as the World Bank must link aid and investment to strategies for reducing vulnerability to natural hazards.

  In the face of these realities, the United States has options. At one extreme, we can focus on domestic concerns and continue to be surprised by disasters abroad -- tsunamis, earthquakes, hurricanes, volcanic eruptions -- and the horror they occasion, as well as their enduring and destabilizing effects on geopolitics. At the other, we can seize this unique opportunity to be a good neighbor.

  Congress and the executive branch should think long-term about this threat to humanity's interests and work strategically with others to build a safer, richer, more congenial world. Address natural hazards and we'll build the international collaborations and trust needed to handle freshwater and resource issues, pollution, poverty and other global problems. Tackle those concerns and we'll defuse a lot of potential armed conflict. The investment amounts to pennies on the dollar; the unquantifiable social benefits are immense.

 The writer, a former NOAA employee, directs the American Meteorological Society's policy program and chairs the Disaster Roundtable of the National Academies of Science-National Research Council. The views expressed here are his own.
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UN or UNEP in the news


First International workshop on Hamoun lake crisis to be held

Payvand, Iran, 5 Jan 05 - Zabol, Sistan-Baluchestan prov, Jan 5, IRNA -- Deputy Head of the Department of Environment (DoE) for natural environment and bio-diversity, Hadi Soleimanpour said in Zabol on Wednesday that the first international workshop on campaign against the current crisis at Hamoun lake will be held concurrently in Tehran and Zabol in mid-February.
Visiting Zabol to survey the current situation of Hamoun lake, he told IRNA that the upcoming two-day workshop will be attended by representatives from the UN Environment Program, DoE and Afghan experts. 
http://www.payvand.com/news/05/jan/1036.html 

UN organisations commit stronger support to Vietnam
Voice of Viet Nam, Vietnam, 5 Jan 05 - Twelve United Nations organisations have committed to providing Vietnam a total of US$74.4 million to help it achieve sustainable socio-economic development and improve the people’s living conditions in 2005.
The UN Development Programme (UNDP) pledged around US$20 million to Vietnam in 2005, the last year of the organisation’s five-year Country Co-operation Framework programme. Next, the organisation will continue its assistance in the fields of poverty reduction, economic, legal, and public administrative reform, and the environmental management and disaster mitigation.
http://www.vov.org.vn/2005_01_04/english/xahoi1.htm#UN%20organisations%20commit%20stronger%20support%20to%20Vietnam 

Long-term support still needed, says Unicef 
Bangkok Post, 6 Jan 05 (ACHARA ASHAYAGACHAT) - Unicef yesterday appealed to international donors to provide long-term aid to help tsunami survivors return to normal lives.
Anupama Rao Singh, the United Nations Children's Fund regional director for East Asia and the Pacific, said despite the overwhelming humanitarian response, long-term support from the international community was needed to help people along the Indian Ocean rim stand on their own feet.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/06Jan2005_news08.php 

RP BACKS PROPOSALS FOR INDIAN OCEAN TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM
Philippine Headline News, Philippines - MANILA, January 5, 2005 (STAR) The Philippine government is backing proposals for the establishment of an Indian Ocean tsunami warning system during the special summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Jakarta, Indonesia tomorrow. 
President Arroyo is leaving tonight to attend the summit, which was proposed by Singapore Prime Minster Lee Hsien Loong as Asean’s response to the catastrophe. 
…Asian leaders including Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, whose nation’s $500 million pledge makes it the biggest contributor so far, are to attend Thursday’s summit, along with US Secretary of State Colin Powell, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.
http://www.newsflash.org/2004/02/hl/hl101554.htm 

ASEAN TO BACK UN as main coordinator 
The Nation (Thailand) Published on January 06, 2005 - Leaders and officials from around the world gather for an emergency meeting here today to discuss handling the aftermath of the century’s biggest natural disaster that killed more than 150,000 people on December 26. 
…An Asean official, whose group is at the core of the summit, said leaders would urge the United Nations to act as the coordinator for emergency relief as well as reconstruction and rehabilitation in devastated areas.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2005/01/06/national/index.php?news=national_15982103.html 

UN Readies Specific Appeal of $1 Billion for Asia
Reuters, ASIA: January 6, 2004  - UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations wants major donors to set aside nearly $1 billion in emergency aid over the next six months to provide basic needs for victims of the Indian Ocean tsunami, UN officials said on Wednesday.
The appeal, to be launched by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, is aimed at getting commitments for specific aid needs, much of it from more than $3 billion worth already promised and perhaps from new contributions.
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/28828/story.htm 


General Environment News

Major targets for environment protection in 2005-2010 period
Voice of Viet Nam, Vietnam, 5 Jan 05 - The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has set five major strategic targets for national environment protection in the 2005-2010 period.
The ministry said all production enterprises built in this period will have to introduce green technology or standard waste treatment facilities while 40 percent of urban areas and 70 percent of industrial establishments, while export processing zones will have waste water treatment systems. Another goal is to provide safe water to 100 percent of the urban population and 95 percent of rural residents. In addition, 90 percent of daily, industrial and services waste must be collected, and 60 percent of toxic waste and 100 percent of hospital waste must be treated.
To that end, the ministry will spend most of the capital from its Environmental Protection Fund on waste treatment, preventing and dealing with environmental problems, applying environment-friendly technology, preserving bio-diversity and ensuring sustainable development in almost all enterprises nationwide.
http://www.vov.org.vn/2005_01_05/english/xahoi.htm#Major%20targets%20for%20environment%20protection%20in%202005-2010%20period 

Appeal for scientific aid in reef survey 
The Nation (Thailand) Published on January 06, 2005 -An unlimited number of volunteer marine biologists are needed to conduct underwater surveys of reefs and other sanctuaries in the tsunami-hit areas, authorities said yesterday. 
A group of marine experts from various institutes and universities is inspecting ocean areas affected by the December 26 tsunami to help officials at 12 national parks and the authorities to decide which areas to close off to tourism, said Niphon Phongsuwan of the Phuket Marine Biological Centre (PMBC). He said teams of marine scientists from eight universities and institutions have so far surveyed a mere 20 per cent of the areas and much work still needs to be done.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2005/01/06/national/index.php?news=national_15982108.html 
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As tsunami aid nears $4 billion, UN warns 150,000 could die without urgent care 

5 January - With aid pledges for the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami already reaching between $3 billion and $4 billion, the United Nations health agency warned again today that 150,000 people are at "extreme risk" of dying from preventable diseases unless clean drinking water and other basic needs are restored within days. 

"If basic needs, particularly access to safe drinking water, are not urgently restored to all populations by the end of this week, WHO (World Health Organization) fears that outbreaks of infectious disease could result in a similar number of fatalities as occurred due to the direct impact of the tsunami," the agency said, appealing for $60 million to address immediate needs. 

With Secretary-General Kofi Annan already in Jakarta, Indonesia, for tomorrow's launch of a flash appeal, UN agency heads drew attention to emerging new needs from protecting women after reports of rape and other abuses to reviving employment on day 11 of the disaster that killed more than 150,000 people in a dozen countries, injured 500,000 more and left up to 5 million lacking basic services. 

The UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland had nothing but praise for the enormous pledges of aid. "It is indeed the world coming together in a manner we've never ever seen before," he told a news briefing in New York. But he cautioned that the effort must be sustained over the long term since it will be needed for a year or more. 

He said the UN had had "very good response" to its most recent list of requirements, including C-17 planes from the United States and United Kingdom to fly in heavy earth moving equipment needed in Aceh, Indonesia, the most devastated region, as well as a series of heavy lifting helicopters from Singapore. 

Only the United States could do what has been done over the past 48 hours with dozens of relief helicopters, he added. But he warned that as US military assets leave, "other generous contributors" must take their place since the roads in Aceh will not be repaired in the next few weeks. "It will take months and we need helicopters for a year or more," he said. 

Asked to explain the enormous outpouring of pledges, Mr. Egeland said: "What I hope is that we have become a better world in 2005 than we were in 2004." 

Warning that millions of people are now under serious threat of disease outbreaks as a result of damaged water and sanitation systems, WHO has already sent millions of water purification tablets to Southeast Asia and mobilized health emergency kits containing basic medical supplies for more than 2 million people for the next three months. 

"We are extremely concerned about the ongoing lack of access to basic needs," WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in Jakarta. "We now estimate that as many as 150,000 people are at extreme risk, if a major disease outbreak in the affected areas occurs." 

WHO has also sent in surgical equipment for more than 10,000 operations and emergency treatment of diarrhoeal diseases such as cholera and dysentery for more than 15,000 people. While this aid is now reaching many locations, access to safe drinking water remains inadequate, particularly in Aceh and the eastern coast of Sri Lanka. 

While no outbreaks have been reported so far, WHO confirms an increase in isolated cases of diarrhoeal diseases in the region in camps for displaced people. 

Meanwhile the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) has called for urgently increased security and better design for humanitarian assistance to minimize attacks on women in the area. 

"At a time when countless women have been left to head up households and to care for children and other survivors, their security must be a top priority of all affected governments and relief workers," the agency's Executive Director, Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, said after a Sri Lankan-based women's collective reported rape, molestation and physical abuse of displaced women and girls. 

UNFPA said the disaster had left women extremely vulnerable in a region where sexual abuse, trafficking and exploitation were already issues of concern, and fear of sexual violence could impede the mobility of women, who often bear the primary burden of obtaining food, water and other necessary provisions for their families. 

In addition to the immediate strengthening of policing, UNFPA called for the inclusion of women's groups in planning and executing all emergency responses, special facilities in shelters for unaccompanied women and children, including separate sleeping areas, bathing facilities and latrines, and the arrest of perpetrators of violent attacks. 

For its part the International Labour Organization (ILO), while noting that it is neither a relief nor an assistance organization, has pledged to help the overall reconstruction effort. 

"It is vital that the reconstruction effort involve re-establishing jobs, employment and other forms of economic activity," ILO Director-General Juan Somavia said. "We need to get people back to work quickly to avoid exacerbating already existing and chronic poverty in many of the affected areas." 

Meanwhile some improvement was reported in the logistical difficulties of getting relief into some of the worst ravaged areas. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the backlog of relief supplies in Banda Aceh was starting to clear. In Sri Lanka logistical problems continued to constrain the relief operation in a region where the monsoon rains had arrived, while in Thailand the number of victims is so overwhelming that it is estimated that it could take several months for complete identification. 

In Somalia on the east coast of Africa, the furthest area struck by the tsunami, the remoteness of many coastal communities where roads are extremely poor is hampering relief efforts. 

Annan arrives in Indonesia to launch UN flash appeal for tsunami victims 

5 January - Praising as “marvellous” the world response so far to last week’s devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived in Jakarta, Indonesia, today to launch the United Nations flash appeal expected to total many hundreds of millions of dollars for the most urgent needs over the next six months. 

“There was clear leadership at the beginning and everyone accepted the UN’s leadership,” Mr. Annan told CNN television in an interview, referring to the immediate global reaction to the disaster that killed more than 150,000 people in a dozen countries, injured 500,000 more and left up to 5 million lacking basic services. 

His message to those affected by the disaster is that “the international community is with you, you’re not alone,” Mr. Annan said. 

The specific amount of the UN flash appeal has not yet been disclosed, but pledges of aid to both the UN and other organizations, for both immediate and longer-term operations such as reconstruction, have reached between $3 billion and $4 billion, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland noted today. 

Last week Mr. Egeland said he expected the flash appeal to surpass by far that launched after Hurricane Mitch devastated Central America in 1998, when the $155 million for relief for the first six months was followed by a mammoth longer-term reconstruction effort undertaken by the UN and the World Bank. 

According to figures released by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) the two largest UN flash appeals to date have been $1.6 billion for Iraq following the 2003 war and $350 million for the earthquake in Bam, Iran, a year ago. 

Mr. Egeland said today he expected the new appeal, which will detail the most urgent immediate needs by country and sector, to be covered by the pledges already made. 

Upon his arrival in Jakarta, Mr. Annan met with Indonesian Defence Minister Juwarno Sudarsono, with whom he discussed relief efforts in Aceh, one of the hardest-hit provinces. 

He then had an internal planning meeting with UN Development Programme Administrator (UNDP) Mark Malloch Brown and UN Deputy Emergency Coordinator Margareta Walstrohm, who has been leading the UN relief efforts in South Asia over the past week. 

Mr. Annan later met with more than 300 assembled UN staff in the country, and offered condolences for the enormous losses that Indonesia suffered in the natural disaster, before conferring with heads of UN agencies, funds and programmes involved in the relief effort, on their progress in coordinating operations. 

UN message to tsunami relief workers and donors: thanks, keep it coming 

5 January - Praising the enormous global outpouring of pledges for the victims of last week’s devastating tsunami in the Indian Ocean, United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland today delivered “a few messages” of thanks, caution and pleas for coordination. 

Firstly, he hailed the “immense” efforts of the governments in nearly a dozen countries to assist their own people. “In some of the societies affected it will go down in history books as the most effective assistance and relief effort ever locally and nationally,” he told a news briefing in New York. He asked them to ensure clear lines of command and focal points “so that we can be effective.” 

He conveyed a second message to the warring parties in Aceh in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Somalia. “Suspend your conflict and work together to help your own people,” he urged. “The unprecedented show of compassion and solidarity, nationally and internationally, is a confidence-building measure that should be used now to bring peace, lasting peace to all of these societies.” 

In a message to the 50 or so donor nations that have pledged between $3 billion and $4 billion in relief aid, Mr. Egeland said “thank you” for the money, relief supplies, helicopters and airplanes, adding: “Be with us in the long haul and as donors recognize and respect the international coordination as we undertake it now in the United Nations and in the International Red Cross and Red Crescent family.” 

He addressed a fourth “thank you” to the agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and local agencies. “We say ‘keep up the good work and also keep up the respect for the rules of coordinating!’” he added. “I’ve never seen before so many organizations spreading so quickly out over so big territories. Please let us stay in a coordinated manner.” 

Turning finally to his own UN colleagues, Mr. Egeland said: “We must not fail. This is the time we must show that we live up to the mandate we are given and we must, a year from now, be able to say, this was the moment that we showed the world that we could and we did do what we’re put to do by the community of nations, namely make it all work as a United Nations helping each other.” 

Time and again he stressed the need for the aid to be long-running and for the pledges not to be deducted from the annual development aid budgets of donor nations. “If the world…takes all the money for the tsunami victims out their normally allocated purse for humanitarian relief, it would be destruction for programmes in Africa,” he said. 

“The year could start with unprecedented generosity and start with unprecedented stinginess at the end to some of these catastrophes if this is not additional monies. If it was a zero sum game it would be very bad news for Guinea and Congo and Sudan.” 

Asked about rumours in the Arab world that the cause of the tsunami was some sort of nuclear experiment by Indians, Israelis and the United States and that this is stopping aid from the Arab world, Mr. Egeland replied: “I would like to try to stop it here and now. The seismic surveillance people around the globe know exactly what happened. This is a fault line.” 

In a related development today the UN Security Council today observed a minute’s silence in tribute to the tsunami’s victims, expressed their heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families and hailed the efforts of Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Mr. Egeland to respond to the crisis. 

Security Council hopes deal to end war in southern Sudan will help resolve Darfur crisis 

5 January - Welcoming the initialling of the final two protocols of a comprehensive peace deal to end the 21-year civil war in southern Sudan, the Security Council today voiced hope that the agreement will play a role in resolving the separate conflict engulfing the country’s Darfur region in the west. 

In a press statement read out today by Argentina’s Ambassador César Mayoral, Council President for January, the 15 members said they hoped the agreement “would have a positive impact on the situation in Darfur,” where tens of thousands of people have been killed and more than 1.85 million others live as refugees or internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

The statement said the Council also looked forward to Sunday’s formal signing of the peace deal initialled last Friday in Naivasha, Kenya, which brings to an end the conflict in southern Sudan between Government forces and members of the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A). Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative to the country, will attend the signing ceremony. 

Meanwhile, in North Darfur state, UN humanitarian officials are being dispatched to the area around Tina to determine whether the conditions there are safe and appropriate for large numbers of refugees to return. 

The assessment mission has been arranged after refugees began returning to the district following the striking of an agreement between the Sudanese Government and the rebel National Movement for Reform and Development (NMRD), one of several rebel groups fighting with Khartoum. 

In another part of North Darfur, a delegation of staff from UN humanitarian agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) visited two IDP camps earlier this week to gauge whether relief work can resume there after previously being suspended for security reasons. 

More than 30,000 IDPs living in the camps at Tawila and Dali were given food, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported, while many IDPs told the delegation of their concerns about the recent doubling of some commodity prices and the lack of drugs and other health services to combat diseases such as malaria. 

UN envoy for Iraq holds talks about upcoming elections with senior Jordanian officials 

5 January - The top United Nations envoy for Iraq held talks today with senior officials from neighbouring Jordan about the upcoming Iraqi elections and the country’s security situation, a day ahead of a meeting in the Jordanian capital of the region’s foreign ministers. 

Ashraf Qazi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, stressed that the UN will continue to support the Iraqis during their political transition when he met Jordan’s Prime Minister Faisal Al-Fayez and Deputy Prime Minister Marwan Al-Mua’sher in Amman, UN spokesperson Marie Okabe said. 

Mr. Qazi discussed the preparations for the polls, which have been scheduled for 30 January, as well as moves to advance the political process in Iraq. The envoy will attend tomorrow’s meeting of the foreign ministers of Iraq’s neighbours. 

Security Council hopes ‘restraint will prevail’ for upcoming Palestinian elections – President 

5 January - The United Nations Security Council hopes “restraint will prevail” between the parties to the Middle East conflict so that Palestinian elections next Sunday can be conducted in a free, fair and inclusive manner, the President of the 15-member body for this month, Argentine Ambassador César Mayoral, said today. 

Mr. Mayoral was speaking to a news conference after a Council meeting to review the month’s agenda and after Israeli forces and Palestinian militants clashed repeatedly over the past week. 

Yesterday UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan renewed his call on both parties “to follow their obligations under international law and in particular to ensure the protection of the civilian population.” 

The UN technical team helping to organize the elections was expecting to deploy more than 700 international observers on election day, according to a UN spokesperson. 

Programmes against landmines severely under-funded, UN says 

5 January - Landmine removal and victim assistance programmes around the world have received only $77 million of the $371 million they will need this year, with Afghanistan likely to sustain the largest single shortfall of $49 million, the United Nations Mine Action Service says. 

According to a report released today and called the “Portfolio of Mine Action Projects,” the 303 programmes in 30 countries and three territories include surveying, marking and clearing mined areas, destroying landmines, teaching mine avoidance strategies, aiding victims and their families and promoting anti-mine treaties. 

Afghanistan has the largest mine-action budget of $81 million and has received just $32 million, it says.<P

Asia needs 48 per cent of the projected $371 million and Africa 42 per cent, says the UN Mine Action, a unit of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO). 

UN peacekeepers improve routes in Haitian capital 

5 January - The United Nations peacekeeping force in Haiti has been emptying a city district of the burned tyres and stalled vehicles and repairing a section of railway as the troops do what they can to improve the lives of the people in the capital of the impoverished Caribbean nation. 

Showing its handiwork to journalists, the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) said that for the past two weeks, Chilean peacekeepers have been working in the Carrefour district of Port-au-Prince on a stretch of railway that serves three departments, Grand Anse, Sud and Sud-est. 

Meanwhile, the Brazilian contingent has been using tractor-trailers and trucks to remove the remains of vehicles and burnt tyres blocking four streets in Bel Air, once a troubled part of Port-au-Prince. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
5 January 2005

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  We had expected Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator, to be here at the top of the briefing.  But, unfortunately, he has been delayed by a meeting.  He should be joining us in a few minutes -- probably around 12:15 -- and we can immediately turn the floor over to him.

And then following Mr. Egeland’s briefing, we are hoping to have Ambassador Mayoral of Argentina in his capacity as Security Council President.  He will have three press statements to read for you here.  And then he will brief you on the programme of work for January.  

So we have a little bit of a busy briefing schedule the next hour or so.

**Secretary-General in Jakarta
The Secretary-General, meanwhile, today arrived in Jakarta, Indonesia –- actually he arrived last night New York time, which is already today over there -- where tomorrow he will launch a flash appeal to respond to the needs following the earthquake and tsunami that affected countries from Indonesia to Somalia.

Before arriving in Jakarta, the Secretary-General told CNN in an interview that the response by governments and the public had been “marvellous”.  He noted that “there was clear leadership at the beginning and everyone accepted the United Nations leadership”.

His message to those affected by the disaster, he added, is that “the international community is with you.  You’re not alone”.

Upon his arrival in Jakarta, the Secretary-General met with Indonesian Defence Minister Juwarno Sudarsono, with whom he discussed relief efforts in Aceh, one of the hardest-hit provinces.

He then had an internal planning meeting this afternoon with UN Development Programme Administrator Mark Malloch Brown and UN Deputy Emergency Coordinator Margareta Walstrohm, who has been leading the United Nations relief efforts in South Asia over the past week.

He afterward met with more than 300 assembled United Nations staff in the country, and offered condolences for the enormous losses that Indonesia suffered in the natural disaster.  Later, he conferred with heads of United Nations agencies, funds and programmes involved in the relief effort, on their progress in coordinating operations.

**Tsunami -- Agency Involvement
As I mentioned, Mr. Egeland should be here to give you an overview and an update on the UN relief operations for the tsunami victims.  But just to give you a flavour for what kinds of activities the agencies are involved with:

The World Health Organization (WHO) has sent millions of water purification tablets to the tsunami-hit areas, but says that clean water is still in short supply in Aceh and eastern Sri Lanka.  WHO is also concerned about the general conditions of 1,500 pregnant women in the Maldives, who are expected to deliver within six months.  So far, the agency has provided health emergency kits for more than 2 million people in the region, and surgical equipment for operations for more than 15,000. 

Meanwhile, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) warns that increased security and better design of humanitarian assistance are urgently needed to minimize attacks on women in hard-hit areas.  The warning comes one day after a Sri Lanka-based women’s group reported rape and physical abuse of displaced women and girls since the tsunami hit.

In other news, a flight carrying about 100 tons of relief supplies from UNHCR’s -- the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees -- central warehouse in Copenhagen, landed in Jakarta today.  And in Somalia, the World Food Programme (WFP) has distributed food aid to 12,000 Somalis affected by the tsunami.

We have more information, as I mentioned, on all of these activities upstairs.

**Iraq
Turning to Iraq, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi, today met with Jordanian Prime Minister Faisal Al-Fayez in Amman.

Their discussion focused on the current situation in Iraq, including security, efforts to advance the political process, and preparations for the upcoming Iraqi elections to be held on 30 January.

Qazi stressed that the United Nations will continue to support the Iraqis during the transitional process.  They also discussed the meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Iraq's neighbouring countries which will be held in Amman tomorrow.  And Qazi will attend that meeting.

Qazi met earlier today with the Jordanian Deputy Prime Minister for similar talks.  

**Security Council
And here at United Nations Headquarters:  Starting at 10 a.m., the Security Council began consultations and finished consultations, I should say, on its programme of work for January.

On behalf of the Council presidency, Argentine Foreign Minister Rafael Bielsa led a moment of silence for the tsunami victims at the beginning of consultations.

Then, in addition to the January programme, Council members also approved the list of chairs and co-chairs of the subsidiary bodies of the Security Council for 2005.  And those include the various sanctions committees.

Argentina, which holds the Council presidency, will brief you here immediately after this briefing, and Mr. Egeland’s briefing, to present the programme of work.

And I had mentioned, Ambassador Cesar Mayoral of Argentina will read out press statements on Sudan, the tsunami victims and the upcoming Palestinian elections.  And that should be after Mr. Egeland.

**Sudan
And finally, turning to Sudan:  the United Nations is dispatching an assessment mission to an area in Sudan’s North Darfur province to evaluate the conditions under which a large number of refugees are to return.

Officials from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP) and their partners, non-governmental organizations, travelled to the camps of Tawila and Dali, also in North Darfur, this week to assess the possibility of resuming humanitarian activity there. 

Displaced persons in those camps expressed a number of concerns, including the doubling of prices of some commodities and a lack of drugs and health services.  They also voiced their fear of potential new attacks in the area. 

**Mine Funding Shortfall
United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations working in 30 countries affected by landmines are facing a funding shortfall of close to $300 million this year for projects designed to eliminate the threat of landmines and assist victims.

This is one of the findings of a report released today by the United Nations Mine Action Service, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and UNICEF.  There are copies of the report available at the table near the door and upstairs in the Spokesman’s Office.

And that’s all I have for you.  Any questions for me before Mr. Egeland comes down?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  The Iraq elections -- the President yesterday said that the United Nations should consider postponing them.

Answer:  We commented yesterday when we were asked here at the noon briefing about the reported comments made by the President in a wire service report, and we mentioned that we had not gotten any official request by the President, and that the Iraqis were going to be responsible for making that final decision.

Question:  On the delegation accompanying the Secretary-General to Indonesia.  Is the United Nations involved in the discussions concerning the establishment of an early warning system in the Indian Ocean?

Answer:  The Secretary-General’s delegation, we generally do not publicize the entire delegation.  But as he himself told you at his press briefing before his departure on Monday, he is travelling with Mark Malloch-Brown, in his capacity as the UNDP Administrator, and his usual delegation of his support team.  

On the ground, he will be joined by, as I mentioned, Margareta Walstrohm, who is carrying out the humanitarian coordination activities.  He’s linked up with her, and has met with the United Nations country team in Jakarta.  

I’m sure he’ll be meeting up with various United Nations officials and their partners when he travels to the hardest-hit tsunami stricken regions, both in Indonesia and in Sri Lanka, as well as in the Maldives.

As for early warning, the conference tomorrow, as you know, will be focusing most immediately on the emergency needs.  The Secretary-General will be one of the first speakers, and he will be launching the flash appeal.  So the immediate attention of that conference will be on the emergency. 

But as you know, the United Nations, as are many governments and organizations, are involved in early warning and in prevention of natural disaster.  There will be a meeting, not so long down the line, in Kobe, Japan, on natural disaster.  I think that will be probably one of the big topics to be taken up there, given what has happened in the region.

Question:  What about the conference in Mauritius?  Is that obliterated by the tsunami?  It certainly proves the point of the conference.  

Answer:  No, the conference is taking place, and the Secretary-General will be attending that conference next week as planned.  Given what has happened in the tsunami-hit region, I’m sure they will have a lot to discuss.  

Question:  Do you know if Mauritius was affected?

Answer:  Well, we can ask Mr. Egeland how badly it was hit.  

If there are no more questions, if you would like to just hang on for a few minutes, we’ll try to get Mr. Egeland down here as soon as possible.  

* *** *
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MoscoNews - UN Thanks Russia for Helping Tsunami Victims


IPS ENERGY:French Plan Contradicts Europe's Anti-Nuclear Trend


Brazil Newspaper - Brazilian Salgado Aboard Antarctica Ship   


Merco Press - UN-backed expedition to sail to Antarctica to gauge impact of global warning.  


Payvand's Iran News - First International workshop on Hamoun lake crisis to be held  
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