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China Daily
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MYSTERIOUS COLD-WATER CORALS NEED PROTECTING

BODY:


NAIROBI: A recent report indicates that cold-water corals are far more widespread than previously believed and under serious threat, raising concern among experts that precautionary measures should be taken by all nations to protect the former mysterious creature.

The report, released by the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) late last week to mark World Environment Day, entitled "Cold-Water Coral Reefs: Out of Sight - No Longer Out of Mind" is believed to be the most comprehensive ever on the subject, initiated and co-ordinated by UNEP and compiled by an international network of scientists. It said that "the cold-water corals, mysterious and generally deeper living than their better known warm-water cousins in the tropics, are far more widespread and numerous than had previously been thought and they are under serious threat." Researchers, using the latest submersible technologies, are now discovering cold-water coral reefs in many of the world's seas and oceans including the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian and the Mediterranean. However, cold-water corals grow slowly - only a 10th of the growth rate of warm-water tropical corals - and build beautiful but fragile three-dimensional lace work structures, which are particularly vulnerable to impacts such as damage from heavy deep-sea fishing gear. The studies show that the biggest threat to both cold and warm-water corals is coming from unsustainable fishing, and other threats include impacts from oil and gas exploration and production, the laying of cables and telecommunications links and waste disposal. Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said: "The planet's life-support systems are the source of stability for all peoples, all nations, and cold-water coral reefs are emerging as a new piece in this vital web of life which now requires our urgent attention." Meanwhile, Claude Martin, director general of the World Wildlife Fund, has called upon leaders of governments and industry to take urgent action to conserve the spectacular and unique ecosystems of cold-water coral reefs. Irish Environment Minister Martin Cullen and his British counterpart Elliot Morley have also appealed to the world society to work together to protect the precious species. To conserve those corals, UNEP has announced a new initiative entitled "Reefs for People" to link coral conservation and dependent communities in developing countries. "UNEP are to propose the creation of executive partnerships in each of the regions hosting major warm-water tropical reef systems," said Toepfer. Some countries, including Norway, Ireland, Britain and the United States, have placed some of their cold-water corals under tighter protection, including designating them as Special Areas of Conservation or Habitat Areas of Particular Concern.

JOURNAL-CODE: FCHD

LOAD-DATE: July 6, 2004 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Worldwide Monitoring

July 5, 2004, Monday
Technical draft on Persian Gulf, Oman Sea being studied by Iran, Arab countries

SOURCE: IRNA news agency, Tehran, in English 1223 gmt 5 Jul 04

BODY:
Text of report in English by Iranian news agency IRNA

Tehran, 5 July: Director General of the Regional Association for Protection of Marine Environment (RAPME) Mohammad Sa'id Hoseyni here Monday 5 July announced that the technical draft on the Persian Gulf and Oman Sea biodiversity is being examined by the visiting member states.

He told IRNA that in a meeting on Sunday 4 July , the biodiversity draft was assessed by the attending representatives of the association.

"Protection of the Persian Gulf environment is one of the fields of cooperation among the regional countries, which requires a legal framework. 

He added: Therefore, four protocols have already been signed in Tehran for the protection of Persian Gulf and Oman Sea. The inked protocols concern inland pollution affecting the surrounding waterways, marine pollution such as oil contamination, those associated with accidents and transportation of dangerous materials.

Turning to the draft of the fifth regional environmental protocol on biodiversity, he said that the grounds for drawing it up had been prepared during the past two years jointly by RAPME and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

"The protocol will be equally applicable to all regional waterways and any changes in it will be subject to the region's ecological conditions and specific marine environment," he added.

Hoseyni said that the specified draft, which was finalized in Sunday's meeting, will be translated into Arabic and Persian languages.

"The draft is being prepared and due to be signed by the environmental ministers of the member states by the end of 2004.

"According to the protocol, by signing the document the member states will make commitments on protection of the habitats within their territories," he added.

Abiding by fishing regulations aiming to protect the environmental reserves, those tackling invasion of foreign species into territorial waterways and assessment of the impact of development projects on the Persian Gulf environment as the most valuable regional habitat are the main objectives of the protocol.

The meeting is attended by the representatives of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Bahrain. Iraq's membership in RAPME was suspended following the attack of the US-led forces on that country.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Newhouse News Service
July 5, 2004 Monday

What Ever Happened to Moderation?

BYLINE: By DRU SEFTON; Dru Sefton can be contacted at dru.sefton(at)newhouse.com.

BODY:
If there was an "endangered virtues list," moderation would be right near the top.

It's on the wane in nearly every aspect of society: Right-wing conservatives battle left-wing liberals. Conventional competitions seem mundane compared with extreme sports. Many of us are either on a new diet or super-sizing our junk food. Makeovers used to mean new cosmetics; now they're surgical reconstructions of faces and bodies. 

Is moderation dead?

If so, perhaps it died of old age.

The "earliest known formulation of the idea" is around 700 B.C., according to Fred Shapiro, editor of the upcoming Yale Dictionary of Quotations. Shapiro said the Greek poet Hesiod, in "Works and Days," wrote: "Moderation is best in all things."

Moderation was so important that Aristotle deemed it one of the moral virtues along with qualities including courage, justice, generosity and truthfulness.

But "something rather odd has happened," said social sciences professor Michael Billig. "We now live in a world of immoderate discourse."

Billig has spent years pondering moderation. He's the author of "Ideology and Social Psychology: Extremism, Moderation and Contradiction," and on the faculty of Loughborough University in Leicestershire, England.

Take American Republicans and Democrats. To an outside observer, Billig said, "the parties don't have vastly different policies. They do have extreme rhetoric."

Ronn Owens, a radio talk host at KGO in San Francisco, offered an explanation: "Simple. It's passion. People on the far right and far left are much more passionate about their beliefs." So they, rather than moderates, command the attention.

Owens may be unique in his profession he's a moderate centrist. He's also author of the book "Voice of Reason: Why the Left and Right Are Wrong."

Many Americans are indeed politically moderate, he added. "But they don't all think alike. They look at each issue independently." Thus, they're tough for the media to cover.

A Gallup Poll of 1,004 adults June 21-23 revealed 39 percent identify themselves as conservative, 39 percent as moderate and 20 percent as liberal.

Americans also love whatever is next the exciting, the novel, the different. That's why when it comes to nutrition, moderation is a tough sell, said Melinda Johnson, a spokeswoman for the American Dietetic Association.

Since its founding in 1917, the group has continually stressed moderation, balance and a variety of nutrient-rich foods, said Johnson, a registered dietitian in Phoenix.

"To hear that same message over and over is boring," she said. "It's just our American way. We love new things."

So when her clients want to try a fad diet, perhaps cutting out an entire food group carbohydrates are the latest fiend Johnson understands.

"I say go ahead and try, as long as it's not dangerous," she said.

Another dangerous extreme is to ignore good health altogether. The Natural Marketing Institute, a research group based in Harleysville, Pa., released a study in November revealing a nationwide "wellness polarization." Many consumers, it said, are either "embracing health and wellness issues with fervor ... or abandoning health and wellness in favor of other priorities."

Nutrition science shows, Johnson added, that a moderate diet with a balance of nutritious foods provides the best health. "As dietitians, we've kept that message."

The quest for the new and different also drives the extreme sports phenomenon, said Gerald R. Gems, president of the North American Society for Sport History.

"Part of it is human nature, pushing boundaries," said Gems, professor of health and physical education at North Central College in Naperville, Ill. "We want to see how far we can go."

In physical appearance, that has morphed into extreme makeovers. Forget simple advice on cosmetics. Television shows like "The Swan" and "I Want a Famous Face" opt for facial and body reconstruction to achieve the ultimate in beauty.

"It's ridiculous the extent we human beings will go to just to keep up with the Joneses or the Hiltons," said Ashley Rothschild, a Los Angeles image consultant to various "actresses, directors, high-powered CEOs and recording executives."

Rothschild has watched over her career of 23 years as clients have gone from requesting wardrobe and makeup assistance to one who is mortgaging a bed-and-breakfast to finance a "total body restructure."

Iain Murray has also noticed moderation slipping away in the media, such as coverage of science issues. He's a senior fellow at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, a nonprofit Washington public policy think tank, who studies the use of scientific data in politics.

Academic press releases often stress worst-case scenarios in an attempt to attract more attention, Murray said.

He cites coverage of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a project of the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environmental Program. The group has predicted that global temperatures may increase between 1.5 degrees and 6 degrees centigrade between 1990 and 2100. "But you always see reported 'up to 6,' you only hear that higher number," Murray said.

A return to moderation would take some work, Murray added.

"We need better critical thinking," he said. "But that may be a lot to expect."
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EIU Business China
July 5, 2004 Monday

China: Green-tinted glasses

BODY:

 
After years of neglect, the Chinese government's attitude towards the environment has changed dramatically in recent years. Despite the new emphasis on green policies, local enforcement will hinder real change
 
China has traditionally given little credence to the idea that man and nature should survive in harmony. The country's environmental philosophy in Confucian times eschewed the idea of peaceful co-existence in favour of a more adversarial relationship -- natural forces were to be tamed, rather than maximised, exploited rather than protected. That outlook persisted into the modern era, as Maoist slogans proclaimed man must conquer nature, paving the way for a vast programme of agrarian development that saw forests cleared, lakes drained, and rivers dammed across the length of the country. 
 
Indeed, it was not until a few years ago that China's senior leadership finally realised that the cost of ignoring environmental abuse was higher than the cost of remedying it. The growing realisation of the economic costs of environmental problems has caused a shift in the Chinese government's attitude towards environmental policy. Despite growing attention to environmental problems in recent years, China still faces considerable challenges in implementing its well-publicised policies at the local level.
 
In 1998 the snowballing costs of environmental abuse finally reached a crisis point when devastating floods struck the Yangtze River. Decades of deforestation and agricultural expansion upstream had increased river silt while simultaneously reducing the soil's capacity to absorb rainwater, leading to massive runoff. The flooding resulted in 4,000 deaths, economic losses totalling almost US$20bn and an environmental policy about-face by the Chinese government. Led by then-premier Zhu Rongji, the central government embraced environmental protection as a cornerstone policy overnight. The government imposed a ban on logging and launched an extensive programme to return land from agricultural use back to lakes, forests and wetlands. The State Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) was also given more teeth as it was upgraded to ministry status.
 
Since then, the change in attitude has manifested itself in a healthy dose of green rhetoric and a good deal of environmental spending. There is definitely a new mentality in the Chinese government, especially at the national level, says Niclas Svenningsen, an industry programme officer with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Bangkok. They have produced many initiatives more far-reaching than we have seen even in developed countries. In December 2001 the 10th Five-year Plan for Environmental Protection boosted environmental spending to Rmb700bn (US$84.6bn) over five years, representing some 1.3% of GDP, up from 0.8% during the early 1990s.
 
Ambitious long-term goals have been set and existing targets tightened. For example, the aim of a 1998 scheme known as the two-control zone, which was designed to limit sulphur dioxide (SO2) emissions in 64 polluted cities, was changed from one of stabilisation -- zero emissions increase over ten years -- to one of reduction -- cutting emissions by 20% over five years (see Clearing the air, right). As a result, output of SO2 has continued to decline significantly since the mid-1990s. In 2003 air quality assessments in 42% of 340 cities monitored in China attained the national standard, up 7.9% from the previous year. Still, 27% of monitored cities suffered from heavy pollution, especially in blackspots such as Chongqing, Taiyuan, Benxi and Guiyang. Moreover, the World Bank has questioned the accuracy of SEPA statistics, which it suggests may well under-report the extent of the emissions.
 

	Clearing the air
	

	Chinese government emissions reductions targets
	

	Emission (10,000 tonnes)
	2000
	2005
	% change

	Total sulphur dioxide
	1,995.0
	1,796.0
	-10.0%

	Industrial
	1,612.5
	1,450.0
	-10.1%

	Domestic
	382.5
	346.0
	-9.5%

	Two-control zone
	1,316.4
	1,053.2
	-20.0%

	Total soot
	1,165.0
	1,060.3
	-9.0%

	Industrial
	953.3
	850.0
	-10.8%

	Domestic
	211.7
	210.3
	-0.7%

	Total industrial dust
	1,092.0
	898.7
	-17.7%

	Total chemical oxygen
	1,445.0
	1,300.0
	-10.0%

	Industrial
	704.5
	646.8
	-8.2%

	Domestic
	740.5
	653.2
	-11.8%

	Total ammonia & nitrogen
	183.5
	165.0
	-10.1%

	Industrial
	77.8
	70.9
	-8.9%

	Domestic
	105.7
	94.1
	-10.9%

	Total industrial solid waste
	3,186.1
	2,860.0
	-10.2%

	Source: 10th Five-year Plan for Environmental Protection, 2001-2005
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




 


 
Bridging the enforcement gap
 
The rhetoric of China's push to clean up the environment still does not match up to the reality. The senior leadership has made pronouncements on environmental protection and SEPA has issued regulations, but local enforcement is arbitrary. Rules can be ignored with impunity when officials sacrifice environmental concerns for more immediate demands such as preserving jobs and maintaining GDP growth.
 
For example, government attempts to clean up China's third biggest river, the Huaihe, have made little headway despite US$7.2bn worth of environmental investment over the last decade. Although the programme achieved initial success, the river's current pollution levels are worse than ever, falling below Grade V -- defined as unusable for any type of application -- along 60% of its course.
 
Following a recent inspection, SEPA found that only one-third of the money targeted for pollution control on the river during the 10th Five-year Plan had actually been spent. Over 30% of factories inspected were found to be polluting illegally. What's more, only half the sewage plants that had been built were actually functional, with the remainder shuttered because local authorities considered them too expensive to operate.
 
These failures are not isolated events, however. SEPA admitted in May that many emissions-reduction schemes had fallen short of their targets, and that construction of some 700 major projects aimed at cutting water pollution nationwide -- fully half the total planned by Beijing for the 2001-2005 period -- had yet to begin construction by the end of last year.
 
Despite recent advances in China's environmental policies, SEPA still lacks the resources and political clout to do its job effectively, says UNEP's Mr Svenningsen. It is regularly trumped by more powerful ministries in environmental disputes, and even when it does take action, it is muzzled by regulations that mandate fines generally far lower than the cost of reducing emissions, inducing little incentive for compliance. In addition, SEPA lacks the authority to close polluters without co-operation from local authorities, who are keen to protect local business.
 
Change may be in the air. Senior officials at SEPA were recently quoted in the Chinese press as saying that legislation is now being drafted that would allow the regulator to take much tougher action against illegal polluters, including closing them down. If and when the new law appears, it will provide a litmus test of the central government's real commitment to the environmental agenda it has been loudly proclaiming for the last six years.
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State to host UN Children's Conference on Environment
	
	

	
	

	
	


By DIANE SCARPONI
Associated Press Writer

July 4, 2004, 11:19 AM EDT

NEW LONDON, Conn. -- Hundreds of young environmentalists from 40 nations will converge on New London later this month for a United Nations-sponsored conference on environmental issues. 

When the environmentalists, age 10 to 13, finish talking about water pollution, energy conservation, needs of indigenous people and other issues, their resolutions will be passed along to the United Nations for debate. 

The conference is the fifth held by the United Nations Environment Programme since the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio De Janiero recommended involving children in environmental causes. It will be the first to be held in the United States. 

"It was shown that world governments need to know the concerns of children they educate about environmental issues, that we need to start raising ambassadors for the environment," said Barbara Morgan, executive director of the conference. 

About 400 of these ambassadors _ half from developing countries _ will attend the conference, along with about 200 parents and chaperones. 

The conference, from July 19-23, will also include a tall ships festival and an environmental fair, which will be open to the public along New London's waterfront, starting with a parade of sail July 22 and running through the weekend. 

Connecticut College will host the conference, with opening and closing ceremonies open only to ticketed visitors. Jane Goodall, the wildlife researcher, will give the keynote address. 

Children will learn about energy, extinction and biodiversity, and oceans, rivers and waterways. The conference also provides leadership training designed to help the children return home with ideas about starting environmental programs and getting other children involved, Morgan said. 

Some of the 12 tall ships in the festival have educational missions that will teach the children about marine life and ecology. The environmental fair will feature booths about energy, organic gardening and other topics. The whole event will run on solar and wind power and use many recycled materials. 

Laurel Kohl, who puts together education programs for the Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut State University, has developed lessons and activities and tried to find presenters she hopes will appeal to children of all nationalities and languages. 

An international group of teachers and scientists will run the conference's 87 workshops, she said. They will emphasize hands-on projects and group work to complete tasks. 

"It's a very diverse group of offerings," Kohl said. "I think these kids _ their heads will be spinning." 

Most of the children or their chaperones understand some English, and translators will be available. Children from Connecticut will welcome and orient the visitors on the college campus. 

The children will take field trips to area attractions, such the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center and Mystic Aquarium and Institute for Exploration. 

The Mashantuckets are founding sponsors of the conference. The tribal nation has provided about half of the total $3.4 million cost to put together the conference and the tall ships festival, said Michael S. Van Leesten, chairman of the board of the International Coalition for Children and the Environment, a nonprofit the tribe set up as host of the conference. 

At the tribe's suggestion, some of the conference focuses on the environmental traditions and present-day needs of indigenous people, such as American Indians, the Aborigines of Australia and other cultures that have been displaced by European settlement. 

One activity will include a powwow with dancers and music from tribes around the Northeast. 

As a legacy to the conference, wildlife researcher Goodall's Roots and Shoots program for young environmentalists will set up a new chapter in southeastern Connecticut, Van Leesten said. 

"This is not a one-shot deal. We are building a legacy program around the conference to continue to engage children about environmental issues from local towns and the region," he said.
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Greenhouse gases "threaten Australian way of life"
SYDNEY - Australia's easy-going beach lifestyle could be at risk if it fails to take immediate steps to significantly reduce greenhouse gases which feed global warming, scientists and environmental groups say. 

Australia, already in the grip of a 100-year drought, must slash fossil fuel emissions or face huge agricultural and economic losses, said a report by the World Wildlife Fund and the Insurance Australia Group yesterday. 

"Our way of life is at risk because Australia is vulnerable to climate change," said the report "Climate Change, Solutions for Australia" released yesterday. 

"Everyday things we take for granted, like washing the car, putting petrol in it, and going to the beach won't be so readily available in a future Australia dealing with climate change," the report said. 

Agriculture was a cornerstone of the Australian economy and vulnerable to global warming as Australia was one of the driest continents on earth, it said. 

The world was already locked into a one degree Celsius (1.8 degrees Fahrenheit) rise in global temperature, the report said, adding that there was only a five degrees Celsius (nine degrees Fahrenheit) difference between modern climates and the Ice Age. 

It said Australia had warmed 0.7 degrees Celsius (1.2 degrees Fahrenheit) since 1910. 

The report said that a rise of even a few degrees in temperature would see increases in agricultural and economic losses in Australia from droughts and bushfires, more damage to homes and businesses caused by extreme weather and new threats to the health of Australians via insect-borne diseases. 

"We must recognise that global warming is happening, take control and make decisions that protect our way of life," the report said. "The heat-trapping gases we add to the atmosphere now will still be having a warming effect late this century." 

The report called on Australia to reduce greenhouse gases by 60 percent by 2050 to "avoid a high level of climate-change damage" and implement an emissions trading scheme for private industry by 2007 to help businesses meet reduction targets. 

Australia, which has one of the highest per capita emissions rates worldwide, has refused to ratify the Kyoto treaty that aims to cut the emission of greenhouse gases. Last month the Australian government issued a multibillion-dollar energy package which protected the country's valuable fossil fuel energy sector. 

Energy resources form a major source of Australia's wealth, with energy exports worth over A$24 billion (9.3 billion pounds) a year and the sector employing 120,000 people. 

The report said bold leadership from Australian politicians and business was needed to avoid major climate-change damage. 

"If we do not respond to these challenges, gaps will widen between rich and poor, urban and rural, north and south...Not dealing with these realities could undermine Australian society." 

Story by Meraiah Foley 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Church backing for climate plan 

By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent
The Church of England has declared its support for a challenging proposal to tackle the threat of climate change. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, says the plan, known often as "contraction and convergence", offers a way to act justly towards the poorest. 

The idea, hatched by the Global Commons Institute, says all the Earth's people have equal rights to cause pollution. 

Already endorsed by other faith groups, it says nobody, however rich, should cause more than their allotted share. 

Across-the-board support 
"Contraction" means cutting the world's output of the gases (like carbon dioxide) which scientists believe are threatening to heat the atmosphere to dangerous levels. 

"Convergence" means sharing out between countries the amount of climate pollution which the scientists say the Earth can tolerate, so that by perhaps 2050 every person in the world is entitled to emit the same amount of pollution. 

	
	This kind of thinking appears utopian only if we refuse to contemplate the alternatives honestly 
Dr Rowan Williams 


The idea has won the backing not only of religious groups like the World Council of Churches but also of the chairman of the UK's Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution and of Sir John Houghton, an eminent climate scientist. 

Now the leader of the worldwide Anglican Communion, Dr Williams, has added his voice to the growing chorus of support for the work of the modest London-based Global Commons Institute. 

In a lecture in London, entitled Changing The Myths We Live By, he said we had to avert a global ecological crisis that could ultimately jeopardise "our viability as a species". 

Potential for conflict 
The archbishop criticised specifically "the addiction to fossil fuel of the wealthy nations; this is what secures the steady continuance of carbon emissions, but it is also what drives anxieties about political hegemony". 

He said: "Since the oil production of relatively stable and prosperous societies is fast diminishing, these countries will become more and more dependent on the production of poorer and less stable nations. 

"How supplies are to be secured at existing levels becomes a grave political and moral question for the wealthier states, and a real destabiliser of international relations. 

"This is a situation with all the ingredients for the most vicious kinds of global conflict - conflict now ever more likely to be intensified by the tensions around religious and cultural questions." 

What was also at stake, Dr Williams said, was "our continuance as a species capable of some vision of universal justice". 

Priority for justice 
He feared "the prospect of a world of spiralling inequality and a culture that has learned again to assume what Christianity has struggled to persuade humanity against since its beginning - that most human beings are essentially dispensable, born to die". 

Contraction and convergence, the archbishop said, sought to achieve fairly rapid and substantial reductions in greenhouse gas emissions "in a way that foregrounds questions of equity between rich and poor nations". 

He said: "This kind of thinking appears utopian only if we refuse to contemplate the alternatives honestly." 

Calling for a new sense of public seriousness about environmental issues, Dr Williams urged the UK Government to take the lead in pressing the contraction and convergence agenda. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________The News International
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Annan leads call for African green revolution

ADDIS ABABA: UN chief, Kofi Annan led an appeal on Monday for an African green revolution, of the kind that saw crop yields soar in Asia, Latin America and the Middle East in the 1960s, saying the continent’s chronic hunger crisis could be ended with the right holistic strategies and political will.

Addressing the same seminar in Addis Ababa, African Union (AU) Commission Chairman Alpha Oumar Konare said peace was an essential ingredient to halving the number of people living in hunger by 2015, the theme of the conference. So is keeping promises, added Annan advisor and respected economist Jeffrey Sachs, explaining that this and other so-called Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) could easily be met if rich countries would only fulfill their repeated pledges to earmark 0.7 per cent of their economies to helping poor ones.

"Given the right kind of national and international support, Africa can achieve the 21st century green revolution it needs," Annan told delegates from across the continent as well as from development partners.

Nearly a third of all men, women and children in sub-Saharan Africa are severely malnourished. Africa is the only continent where child malnutrition is getting worse rather than better, Annan said.

According to the UN’s Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), there are 24 countries with serious food emergencies in Africa, the only region in the world in which average per capita food production has been constantly falling for the past 40 years.

High population growth makes the problem all the more pressing, FAO Director Jacques Diouf told the meeting, warning that the number of people living in Africa is expected to rise from 2002’s 832 million to over 1.8 billion in 2050.

"Let us generate a uniquely African green revolution — a revolution that is long overdue, a revolution that will help it in its quest for dignity and peace," said Annan.

He outlined a range of practical steps, from improving irrigation and soil health, through expanding electrification and road networks, to pressing developing countries to end harmful trade practices such as farm subsidies.

"Africa has not yet had a green revolution of its own," Annan lamented, saying the knowledge and expertise needed to produce one were well established and widely accepted.

What is lacking, as ever, is the political will to turn this knowledge into practice. "Hunger is a complex crisis. To solve it we must address the interconnected challenges of agriculture, health care, nutrition, adverse and unfair market conditions, weak infrastructure and environmental degradation," he said.

Among the causes of hunger in Africa, the UN secretary general listed a dependence on unpredictable rain rather than steady irrigation, higher transport costs, soil erosion, lack of access to credit, especially for women, who do the lion’s share of Africa’s farming.

Konare insisted that peace was a prerequisite for this green revolution. "We must hasten to solve the current conflicts in Africa, where armed unrest affects at least 10 countries. Insecurity hampers production, and lack of production leads to insecurity," added the former president of Mali.

As long as there are wars and conflicts, with their macabre cortege of rape, looting and refugees, Africa will not be able to face up to its production challenges, he said.

"Another Africa is possible, more united, more-hardworking, more just. This Africa cannot wait (but needs) a future without conflict, without famine, without refugees," he said.

Sachs, who is the director of the Millennium Project, a thinktank working to make the MDGs a reality, lamented that rich countries spend hundreds of billions of dollars on arms and a fraction of that on development.

"At least a doubling of development assistance will be needed to achieve the goals," he told the seminar.

Increasing spending on Africa from the current 30 billion dollars a year to 60 billion would be in keeping with pledges made since the 1970s to dedicate 0.7 per cent of their GDP to overseas development, he said.

"This is not wishful thinking. This is not money down the drain. This is money to save lives and the time is now," he declared. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LEMONDE.FR

Kofi Annan plaide pour une "révolution verte" sur le continent africain

A l'ouverture de la conférence internationale sur la faim en Afrique, le secrétaire général des Nations Unies a lancé un appel à lutter contre la malnutrition sur le continent le plus pauvre du monde. Pour Kofi Anann, il faut encourager les progrès de l'agriculture mais il est surtout indispensable de sortir de l'engrenage de la violence.

Kofi Annan a lancé lundi à Addis Abeba, en Ethiopie, l'idée d'une "révolution verte" en Afrique, sur le modèle de celle lancée dans les années 1960 en Asie, en Amérique latine et au Moyen Orient, pour sortir le continent le plus pauvre du monde de la famine et de la malnutrition. 

Pour lui, il faut "[mettre] en marche une révolution verte africaine, une révolution qui aurait dû avoir lieu depuis longtemps, une révolution qui aidera le continent dans sa quête pour la dignité et la paix". Le secrétaire général de l'ONU a dénoncé la faim sur le continent, "une faim qui n'a pas de raison d'être, [qui] ravage les vies et l'avenir d'un continent", en soulignant qu'un tiers de la population africaine souffrait actuellement de malnutrition sévère, particulièrement les enfants.

Mais, comme l'a souligné le chef de l'exécutif de l'Union africaine, le Malien Alpha Oumar Konaré, l'Afrique doit d'abord mettre un terme aux guerres qui la déchirent. Elle doit également faire face au défi de sa croissance démographique, sa population devrant atteindre 1,8 milliard d'habitants en 2050 contre 830 millions actuellement. 

RELANCER L'AGRICULTURE

Un des piliers de cette "révolution verte" devrait être un développement de l'agriculture, avec la mise en place de systèmes d'irrigation, l'augmentation des cultures vivrières, l'emploi d'engrais et l'accroissement de l'électrification.

"En Asie, en Amérique latine et au Moyen Orient, une révolution verte a permis de tripler la productivité alimentaire et d'aider à faire sortir de la faim plusieurs millions d'êtres humains. L'Afrique n'a pas encore connu de révolution verte qui lui soit propre", a rappelé M. Annan, soulignant que les paysans africains sont "beaucoup plus vulnérables, car plus dépendants des pluies pour leurs récoltes". Il a également insisté sur le rôle des femmes dans les société africaines, qui accomplissent "la part du lion" dans l'agriculture, sans pour autant avoir accès aux technologies et à la formation.

SORTIR DE LA CRISE POLITIQUE

Cette conférence se tient juste avant l'ouverture du troisième sommet des chefs d'Etat de l'Union africaine qui doit s'ouvrir mardi dans la capitale éthiopienne, et qui doit examiner les différentes crises, politique, militaire, humanitaire, qui déchirent l'Afrique, marginalisée politiquement et économiquement au plan mondial.

Kofi Annan et Alpha Oumar Konaré ont insisté sur la nécessité de mettre fin aux perturbations politiques et militaires en Afrique pour promouvoir le développement. "Tant que dure les guerres, les conflits, avec leur cortège macabre de viols, de pillages, de réfugiés, l'Afrique ne pourra pas faire face aux défis de la production", a ainsi annoncé Oumar Konaré.

Alors que l'agriculture représente 57 % de l'emploi sur le continent africain, la production alimentaire moyenne par habitant a constamment baissé depuis 40 ans, dans un climat de guerres et de crises incessantes. Jacques Diouf, le directeur général de la FAO, l'organisation de l'ONU pour l'alimentation et l'agriculture, s'est inquiété de cette situation, en soulignant que "si la tendance se poursuit, le nombre de personnes souffrant de malnutrition augmentera, contrairement aux autres régions du monde".

Avec AFP
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General Environment News

British society helps Sierra Leone to protect wildlife

Freetown, Sierra Leone (PANA)- A delegation from the UK-based Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) has arrived here to finalize proposals for the preservation of Sierra Leone's Gola Forest and its assets in perpetuity. The three-man delegation would work with authorities at the Conservation Society of Sierra Leone (CSSL) and the ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security. RSPB has worked with the CSSL for the past 15 years with focus on conserving the Gola Forest Reserves, the last remaining portion of the Upper Guinea Rain forests, which once spread from Ghana to Sierra Leone and renown for as a global hotspot for biodiversity. The head of the delegation, Alistair Gammell, who is director at RSPB's international division, told journalists that Sierra Leone would lose a unique asset, which maybe used in the future for tourism or bio-prospecting, he warned at the weekend. Gammell said he earlier urged President Tejan Kabbah to designate the forests as a protected areas under the joint management of the government's Forestry Department, CSSL, the local communities and RSPB.  He estimated that the project will earn about $400,000 yearly for Sierra Leone in perpetuity and it will also conserve a vital asset of the country and the world indeed. The project is also expected to assist Sierra Leone in the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the National Biodiversity Plan. Meanwhile, Gammell handed the Global Conservation Achievement Award 2004 to Kabbah who presented it to Dr. Sama Banya, honorary president of CSSL. Bird-life International gave Banya the award for his work in the preservation of biodiversity. Banya is also a Global 500 Laureate of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048061&dte=05
Mauritania to combat maritime pollution

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA)- Mauritania's fisheries and maritime economy ministry began this weekend in Nouakchott a three-day workshop to fight maritime pollution. The meeting, which brings together dozens of people, is being supported by the International Maritime Organisation (OMI) whose experts are at the gathering in the Mauritanian capital. The workshop will study ways and means to enable the country to efficiently fight possible maritime pollution threats emanating from hydrocarbons, and define the role and responsibilities of decision-makers in the field of prevention and fight against the phenomenon. The meeting is also expected to review all steps related to operations and all issues concerning the preparation against pollution. Under the leadership and instigation of OMI experts, participants will study, among others, the dangers of dumping of hydrocarbons in the sea and the ecological impact as well as strategies and techniques to combat maritime pollution.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048041&dte=04/07/2004
Uganda reports growth in Giraffe population

Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - The giraffe population in the northeastern Uganda National Game Park of Kidepo doubled in the last eight years, wild life authorities confirmed here Sunday, saying the giant mammals now numbered 11, up from the six that were translocated from Kenya in 1997. According to Moses Mapesa of the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA), the initiative was aimed at restoring the giraffe population that had depleted from poaching between 1975 and 1986. UWA plans to import six more giraffes from Kenya with European Union funding. More giraffes are found the northwestern park of Murchison where the population, estimated at over 60, grazes with large herds of elephants. "We wanted to create viable populations that can withstand disease outbreaks in a natural setting such as Kidepo," Mapesa explained about the translocation.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048011&dte=04/07/2004
Outcry Over Growing Urban Pollution

Zimbabwe Standard (Harare): AFTER draining the greasy oil from ramshackle vehicles he repairs in the streets every day in Harare's Kopje area, Tawanda throws it, along with other discarded vehicle parts, into the nearby storm-drain oblivious of the repercussions of his actions. Tawanda is one of scores of street corner motor mechanics who are to be found prowling the seedier and less affluent end of Harare, whose trade has caused an outcry among environmentalists and the general public, concerned that these oils will later be swept into the city's water bodies. A few metres from Tawanda's street "garage", a group of giggling streets kids are engulfed in a thick cloud black smoke from burning vehicle tyres which they light up to warm themselves against the chilly weather. Though unrelated, both activities have become a source of concern among environmentalists and town planners, struggling to maintain low levels of pollution in urban environs. A senior programme officer with the Municipal Development Partnership (MDP), Shingi Mushamba, said pollutants such as oils, chemicals and burnt tryes were a major problem in the country's urban centres. The problem is being exacerbated by the growth of the informal sector, which has no capacity to deal with environmental challenges, as people devise means of ekeing out a living. Apart from the informal sector, big corporate companies have also been found wanting as far as the discharge of industrial waste such as chemicals and oils into water bodies is concerned. Of 

1, 500 companies in Harare which discharge effluent, only 700 can be billed for discharging effluent into the water system and only 120 firms were charged due to shortage of transport and manpower.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200407050614.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

India> Sewage pollution causes "Dead Zones" in Bay of Bengal 
Webindia123.com, India, Kolkata, July 5 Parts of Bay of Bengal are feared to have turned into ''dead zones'' or oxygen starved pockets without any marine life following the use of the ocean as a conduit to dispose off South Bengal's sewage for ages now.
''Continuous pollution inflow damages and destroys marine life and creates dead zones in the oceans. The world's largest mangrove delta in the Sunderbans and the Bay of Bengal run the risk of becoming the next victim if this problem is not treated immediately,'' Executive Director Friends of the Earth Tony Juniper said here yesterday. 
As per the United Nation's Environment programmess there are altogether 150 dead zones in the oceans and seas of the world following severe pollution problems of their adjacent cities, the environment activist said.
http://www.webindia123.com/news/m_details.asp?newscode=60280&catcode=ENG3&subcatcode= 

also Deepika, India, July 5, 2004 - Sewage pollution causes "Dead Zones" in Bay of Bengal- http://www.deepikaglobal.com/ENG3_sub.asp?ccode=ENG3&newscode=60280 

General Environment News

women awarded ecology prize 
Yomiuri Shimbun, July 6, 2004 - The Asahi Glass Foundation has named two woman winners of the 13th annual Blue Planet Prize for working toward solving global environmental problems. Gro Harlem Brundtland, 65, the World Health Organization's director general emeritus and former prime minister of Norway, was given the award for "putting forward globally the innovative concept of sustainable development." 
Susan Solomon, 48, a senior scientist at the Aeronomy Laboratory of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, was awarded for "her pioneering work in identifying the mechanisms that produce the Antarctic ozone hole, and contributions to the protection of the ozone layer." 
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/newse/20040706wo75.htm 

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –6 July 2004

UN and UNEP in the news

Mysterious cold-water corals need protecting
China Daily 2004-07-06
A recent report indicates that cold-water corals are far more widespread than previously believed and under serious threat, raising concern among experts that precautionary measures should be taken by all nations to protect the former mysterious creature. The report, released by UNEP entitled "Cold-Water Coral Reefs: Out of Sight - No Longer Out of Mind" is believed to be the most comprehensive ever on the subject, initiated and co-ordinated by UNEP and compiled by an international network of scientists. Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said: "The planet's life-support systems are the source of stability for all peoples, all nations, and cold-water coral reefs are emerging as a new piece in this vital web of life which now requires our urgent attention." 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-07/06/content_345757.htm
General Environment News
Pay up, large ocean polluters told
China Daily 2004-07-06
China is in dire need of a compensation mechanism for ocean pollution, especially oil spills. A complete and unified compensation mechanism is one of the highlights of the International Conference on Marine Pollution Prevention and Legal Remedies in Nanjing, capital of East China's Jiangsu Province. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-07/06/content_345695.htm
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CLIMATE CHANGE:
Small Victories for the South 

Marcela Valente 


BUENOS AIRES, Jul 2 (IPS) - After four years of debate, the developing South has worn down the industrialised North's resistance to discuss adapting to climate change instead of focussing only on curbing the emissions of greenhouse gases. 

''The emphasis of the upcoming conference on climate change will be on adaptation,'' Raúl Estrada Oyuela, environmental affairs director for Argentina's Foreign Ministry and chief organiser of the Dec. 6-17 meeting to take place in Buenos Aires, told IPS. 

For the 132 developing countries represented in the Group of 77 (G77), the largest bloc in the United Nations arena, the acceptance of separating the mitigation and adaptation debates is an important achievement because it will allow work to continue on reducing emissions while also attending to the critical vulnerabilities of each region to the impacts of climate change. 

''Adaptation is fundamental,'' Argentine climatologist Osvaldo Canziani, told IPS. He is co-chair of one of the working groups of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, an advisory group to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

''It has been a battle of the G77 since COP6 (Sixth Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC), held in 2001 in Nairobi, Canziani said. The Global Environment Facility (GEF), an agency of the World Bank, ''at the time did not agree to finance adaptation projects, but instead placed priority on mitigation,'' he added. 

The climatologist explained that the emissions of gases that cause what is known as the greenhouse effect, mostly come from industrialised countries, but because the gases spread through the atmosphere they affect all countries. 

The rich nations initially agreed to finance projects for curbing emissions but when talk turned to adaptation, it was a different story. 

Adaptation implies poor countries building infrastructure to deal with higher sea levels, for example, or spending more money on research and technology, but the industrialised world, represented in the Group of Eight (G8) wealthiest countries, ''suggested that it was a local issue, one that did not merit financing from the GEF,'' he said. 

After a series of climate change conferences and faced with growing scientific evidence about the need to prepare for the inevitable increase in average global temperatures, the G8 countries finally agreed to put the adaptation issue on the table for the 10th conference, to be held in the Argentine capital. 

The greenhouse gases, with carbon dioxide the biggest culprit (produced primarily from the burning of petroleum, coal and natural gas), create a layer in the atmosphere that traps solar radiation, thus driving up the average temperatures of the planet, and leading to extreme weather conditions. 

Climate change is manifest in altered patterns of rainfall -- leading to drought or flooding -- and the melting of glaciers and the polar ice caps, which leads to rising sea levels, among other phenomena. 

The adaptation issue was accepted by the meeting of delegates from 188 countries party to the UNFCCC held in Bonn, Jun. 16-25. Separate workshops on curbing emissions and adapting to climate change took place, and it was agreed that the emphasis of the Buenos Aires conference will be the latter. 

''The industrialised countries understood that if the part of the world that produces food does not adapt to climate change, it would lose its harvests, and the other part of the world would face hunger,'' said Canziani. He underscored the need for regional adaptation to the effects of climate change. 

''If there is deforestation in the Amazon, there is less rain and there won't be any more rivers in the Andes,'' said the expert, illustrating the trans-border environmental impacts of human activities. 

The G77 delegates also convinced the GEF to get rid of its mechanism of fixed contributions from countries for feeding its fund, and instead adopt budgets in keeping with the needs of developing countries for carrying forward their climate change adaptation projects. 

The G8 did not want to discuss how much money to contribute but wanted a unilateral approach. The developing countries, however, want the budget to be established according to need, said delegates who had attended the GEF meetings in Bonn. 

''We want COP10 (the UNFCCC meet in Buenos Aires) to define how much the necessary funds are,'' said Ana Bianchi, a member of the Argentine delegation, during a meeting of non-governmental organisations preparing for the December conference. 

Chief organiser Estrada Oyuela said the hope is that Russia will ratify the Kyoto Protocol before the COP10 takes place. The 1997 protocol established targets for industrialised countries for reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2012 to five percent below what they were in 1990. 

To enter into force, the Kyoto Protocol needs to be ratified by countries whose combined emissions represent 55 percent of the global total. By the end of 2003, the ratifications represented 44.3 percent. Russia's ratification would put the combined total at 61 percent. 

But it would be even better, say activists, if it included the United States, because the total would reach 80 percent, not including Russia. The United States is the world's leading producer of greenhouse gases, but the George W. Bush administration withdrew the signature that his predecessor Bill Clinton had put to the Kyoto Protocol. 

So far, the climate change meetings have failed because the emphasis has been on trying to convince the leaders in greenhouse gas emissions to meet their abatement commitments. This time, even though there is the possibility of Russia's ratification, the agenda ensures there will be progress even if the protocol does not enter into force, says Estrada Oyuela. 

But he added there is a ''certain willingness'' among delegates to discuss the second phase of commitments for curbing emissions beyond the Kyoto agreement (which focuses on the 2008-1012 period) in order to ''create an alternative for the United States to return to the system.'' 

Estrada acknowledged that the alternative would be to discuss efficiency goals in energy use related to gross domestic product (GNP) or to volumes of production for each economic sector. 

These issues will not be defined in Buenos Aires, said the official, but there is a willingness to use the Argentine conference as an initial foothold for future negotiations._
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Lebanon 
Bringing the plight of the sea turtle to the public's attention

Green Line releases new documentary on endangered animal

Numbers fell sharply during the war and have only started to recover recently

BEIRUT: In an attempt to raise people's awareness about the dangers sea turtles face on Lebanese shores, the local environmental group Green Line screened the first documentary on the subject Friday at UNESCO Palace, called "Sea Turtles: In Danger."

"The main reason for this documentary is primarily to inform Lebanese about the fact that we have sea turtles in Lebanon. When watching the documentary for the first time, many people asked what country we filmed in," said Mohammed al-Sarji, president of the Lebanese Union of Professional Divers and also the director of the film.

Capturing the different phases of a sea turtle's life in Lebanon took a 20-person team two years, or two May to June egg-laying seasons of night shooting on the Zahrani Beach, next to Sidon in South Lebanon.

After many years which saw declining populations, a fact due primarily to the violent use of dynamite by fishermen during the Lebanese civil war, sea turtles have been slowly making their way back to the country's sand beaches.

Their re-emergence has been especially pronounced since the late 1990s, especially after a law banning the hunting, selling and buying of turtles was passed in 1999.

As the documentary sees it, with two different kinds of sea turtles in its waters, the black caretta and the green colonia mydas, Lebanon is home to an international treasure. The claim seems especially valid considering that the second species is considered to  be on the brink of extinction by the Mediterranean Turtle Protection Society.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=5864
Bahrain 
Survey to examine oyster beds starts today 

A group of 30 volunteers led by Malkiya Rovers are embarking this morning on a scientific survey of the oyster beds in Barain’s territorial waters. The team, composed of scientists, divers and trained observers, will depart from Mina Manama at 8.30 on a five-day trip that will take them at its furthest point, to Hayr Abulthamah, seven nautical miles from the mainland.

The project is being carried out under the patronage of Southern Governor and head of the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife, Shaikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa, and is sponsored by Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company, Aluminium Bahrain, Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait and supported by MBM-Alam Flora. “This is the third time Malkiya Rovers is organising a survey of the territorial waters around Bahrain and the second time we’re specifically examining oyster beds,” said spokesman Abdul Nabi Hussein.

Malkiya Rovers also have volunteers from the Bahrain Environmental Society, the Bahrain Natural History Society, the Bahrain Boy Scouts, the University of Bahrain and the Bahrain Centre for Studies and Research. “Despite all our volunteers offering their time and knowledge free of charge, we’re still short of funds for the project,” Hussein said. 

“We appeal to corporate donors to come forward to sponsor our short documentary so that there’s a tangible record of the condition of the marine wealth of Bahrain for everybody to see.”

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
UAE 
Fishing decree amended in bid to boost catch
ABU DHABI - A new decree allowing fishermen to carry 125 gargours (nets) on their fishing boats to increase their catch and meet the demand of local market has been issued by Shaikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Chairman of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency ERWDA. 

The decree amended an earlier one issued last year which specified only 100 gargours per boat.  

According to a statement by the ERWDA, the amendment comes after a periodical review of the previous decree which was aimed at controlling "ghost" fishing - catching and throwing away fish that are too small. 

Fishing vessels are now allowed to carry 125 gargours, a specially designed net to protect juvenile marine life species. 

The decree banning fishing nets other than gargour in Abu Dhabi waters came into force from September 13 last year.

Gargours have already replaced the all the plastic traps and nets considered to be dangerous to the marine environment. The new trap, which is licensed under the regulation, has specifically been designed to allow juvenile marine species to escape.

The regulation has been implemented under the supervision of Marine Environmental Research Centre (Merc) at ERWDA in cooperation with Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.

According to the regulation, all gargours must have a panel inserted to prevent ghost fishing and enable small fish to escape as per specifications approved (the panel size should be 50 x 40 cm with a square mesh of 7.6 x 5.6 cm).

The ERWDA warned the manufacturers producing the gargour without prior permission from the Agency.

The decree includes terms and conditions for the use of the nets including a condition that all gargours must insert a panel to prevent ghost fishing and enable juvenile fish to escap.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/july/theuae_july117.xml
http://www.albayan.ae/servlet/Satellite?cid=1088337720934&pagename=Bayan%2FBayanArticle%2FFullStyle3&c=Page
Under the patronage of HE Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nehayan, Abu Dhabi accommodate the 2005 Environmental Conference and Exhibition for the period from 30 January to 2 February, 2005.

أبوظبي تستضيف مؤتمر ومعرض البيئة 2005: 
تحت رعاية صاحب السمو الشيخ زايد بن سلطان آل نهيان رئيس الدولة حفظه الله تستضيف العاصمة أبوظبي خلال الفترة من 30 يناير الى 2 فبراير 2005 مؤتمر ومعرض البيئة 2005 حول النقل المستدام في الدول النامية· وتتواصل الجهود لاقامة المؤتمر والمعرض في المركز الدولي للمعارض في أبوظبي بالتعاون بين المؤسسة العامة للمعارض وهيئة أبحاث البيئة والحياة الفطرية وتنميتها ومؤسسة أي ماج الألمانية ·

ويهدف المعرض الى المساهمة في تعزيز الوعي بأهمية النقل المستدام الصديق للبيئة وارتباطه بالقضايا الاجتماعية والاقتصادية والصحية والبيئية والى تحقيق اجماع حول المبادىء والخطوط العريضة للنقل المستدام·

ومن المقرر ان يشارك عدد من وزراء البيئة العرب ونظرائهم من الاتحاد الأوروبي والولايات المتحدة الاميركية وكندا واليابان وعدد من الدول الافريقية في هذا الحدث البيئي الدولي الكبير·

وقال سعادة ماجد المنصوري الأمين العام لهيئة ابحاث البيئة والحياة الفطرية وتنميتها في تصريح لـ وام ان أبوظبي سوف تشهد في يناير من العام 2005 أكبر تجمع لوزراء البيئة في العالم بدعوة من سمو الشيخ حمدان بن زايد آل نهيان نائب رئيس الوزراء وزير الدولة للشؤون الخارجية نائب رئيس مجلس ادارة هيئة ابحاث البيئة والحياة الفطرية وتنميتها·

وأوضح ان الهدف من هذا التجمع هو اصدار اعلان أبوظبي 2005 حول قضايا التنمية المستدامة في الدول النامية وكذلك بحث سد الفجوة العميقة التي تفصل بين الدول النامية والمتقدمة في مجال حماية البيئة·

وقال ان تكلفة المشكلات البيئية في الدول النامية المتصلة بالمشكلات الصحية والموت المبكر وخسارة الموارد الطبيعية والسياحية تقدر بحوالى 100 بليون دولار أميركي في حين تشير تقارير لمنظمة الصحة العالمية والبنك الدولي ان 2ر1 مليون شخص يموتون سنويا من حوادث الطرق بالاضافة الى اصابة 50 مليونا آخرين في كل عام الغالبية العظمى منهم من الدول النامية·

من جانبه قال سعادة أحمد المزروعي المدير العام بالوكالة للمؤسسة العامة للمعارض لوكالة أنباء الامارات ان قرابة 400 شركة محلية وعالمية سوف تشارك في أعمال معرض وموتمر البيئة ·2005 وتنظم هذا الحدث البيئي الكبير كل من المؤسسة العامة للمعارض وهيئة أبحاث البيئة والحياة الفطرية وتنميتها أيرودا بالاضافة الى مؤسسة اى ماج للمعارض الألمانية· وتوقع المزروعي زيادة عدد العارضين بنسبة 30 بالمائة مقارنة مع الدورة السابقة للمعرض عام ·2003 

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=168171&Journal=7/5/2004
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Corals" ��China Daily –Mysterious cold-water corals need protecting�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Draft" ��BBC Worldwide Monitoring - Technical draft on Persian Gulf, Oman Sea being studied by Iran, Arab countries�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Moderation" ��Newhouse News Service - What Ever Happened to Moderation?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "China" ��EIU Business China - China: Green-tinted glasses�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��Newsday.Com - State to host UN Children's Conference on Environment�
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