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Clean technology is the road map to sustainable development
Md. Asadullah Khan


The "World Environment Day" (June 5) this year has brought mixed messages. There are some good news for the world today: population growth is slowing, life expectancy is rising and the hole in the ozone layer which shields us from ultraviolet rays is expected to shrink. But our climate and biodiversity are in peril and food and water supplies will be precarious. Precisely speaking, from depleted forests to dying reefs, distress signals dot the globe. Even in the U.S., with relatively clean environment, excessive carbon emissions fuel global warming. Reports gleaned from UNEP (United Nation Environmental Protection Agency) sources say that carbon dioxide emissions from the consumption and flaring of fossil fuels rose from 1.48 billion metric tons in 1980 to 1.83 billion metric tons in 2000. Evidently, the U.S. produces more greenhouse gases than any other country -- and by far the most per person. On the other hand, burning of forests to create cropland and unregulated timber harvesting have destroyed more than 15 per cent of the Amazon in only 30 years. 

Ominous signs are everywhere. Located in the South western part of Bangladesh and initially spread over an area of 10,000 sq. km, the Sunderbans, the beautiful mangrove forest of Bangladesh is now reduced to half of its initial size. Home to 330 species of plants, over 270 species of birds and 42 species of mammals including the majestic Royal Bengal Tiger¸ the numerous canals in the Sunderbans have also been identified as one of the richest fish-nurseries in the Asian region. But over-fishing and over exploitation of plant and wildlife species are placing increasing amounts of stress on the viability of this delicate ecosystem. So is the case with Satchari forest in Habiganj and Rangamati forest region in the Chittagong area that are being denuded by illegal logging. 

Most worrisome, global atmospheric clock is also ticking. Since 1945 the Antarctic Peninsula has experienced a warming of about 4.5F (2.5C). The annual melt season has increased by about 2 to 3 weeks in just past 20 years. This is evidenced by the fact that Arctic sea ice thickness has decreased from 9.8 ft (3.1m) in 1958-76 period to just 5.6 ft (1.8m) in 1993-97 period. Most ominously, the shortage of fresh water could signal a profound crisis for the whole humanity in the global village. Although it is true that we live in a world that is 70 per cent water, things are drying up fast. Only 2.5 per cent of water is fresh, and only a fraction of that is accessible. Meanwhile each of us requires about 50 litres per day for drinking, bathing, cooking and other basic needs. At present 1.1 billion people lack access to clean drinking water and more than 2.4 billion lack adequate sanitation. "Unless we take swift and decisive action", says UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, "by 2025 two-thirds of the world's population may be living in countries that face serious water shortages." 

The problem can only be solved through the efficient use of water. Undeniably true, agriculture accounts for about two-thirds of the fresh water consumed. The World Summit held in 2002 at Johannesburg endorsed the "more crop per drop" approach that otherwise calls for more efficient irrigation techniques, planting of drought and salt-tolerant crop varieties that require less water and better monitoring of growing conditions such as soil humidity levels. Improving water delivery systems would also help reducing the amount that is lost en route to the people who use it. Even if we have been able to bring about some improvement in the present situation, which is under so much stress, through providing water services and hygiene training to those who lack it, bigger problems lie ahead of us. 

Energy need and climate are two daunting problems that are likely to bedevil all developmental programmes in future. Surely, all developmental efforts start with switching the electric plug but in many parts of the world, it has not happened yet. About 2.5 billion people have no access to modern energy services, and the power demands of developing countries are expected to grow by about 2.5 per cent per year. But if those demands are met by burning fossil fuels such as oil, coal and gas, more and more carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases will hit the atmosphere. These, scientists assert, will promote global warming, which could lead to rising seas, fiercer storms, severe droughts and other climatic disruptions that we are witnessing in different parts of the world. 

Of more immediate concern is the problem of air pollution caused in many places by combustion of wood and fossil fuels. The effects of haze, a result of burning forests might be responsible for widespread respiratory illness and in most cases eventual death throughout South-east Asia. This brings into focus the problem of meeting the world's energy needs through developing cheaper and cleaner sources. That will necessitate providing incentives for alternative energy. Mentionably, in India, there has been a boom in wind power because the government has made it easier for entrepreneurs to get their hands on the necessary technology and has then required the national power grid to purchase the juice that wind systems produce. For instance, wind turbines that produced electricity in California at 4.5 cent to 4.8 cent a kilowatt-hour has now brought down the cost of production. Amory Lovins of the Rocky Mountain Institute in Colorado is now turning to a new generation of gearless wind turbines that will improve efficiency and lower the cost to 3.5 cents per kW-h. The wind power potential in India had initially been estimated at 20,000 MW. This has now been revised upwards to 45,000ÊMW considering the technological advances and the availability of more modern equipment. However, the present total installed wind power capacity in India is 1080ÊMW, about 1 per cent of the total need. Harnessing wind-power in Bangladesh despite the fact that the country has vast potential at least in coastal belts, is still a distant dream. Mentionably, some of the largest wind farms in Denmark are placed off coastlines. Although Bangladesh has such a vast coastline stretching from Teknaf to Cox's Bazar to Bhola to Patuakhali, hardly any such effort to tap this natural bounty to meet human needs has been made. Due to constant increase in the price of fossil fuel and its consequent adverse effect on the environment, there is a realisation all over the world of the importance of generating power from renewable energy sources and it has been mooted that wind energy is the most promising due to its cost effectiveness and for delivering good quality power. 

Wind farms in the U.S states of Texas, Oregon, Kansas and elsewhere helped lift U.S wind energy output upto 66 per cent in 2001. On the road to enlightened energy policy, a few countries offer models of reform. More than a decade ago, Denmark required utilities to purchase any available renewable energy and pay a premium price. Today the country gets 18 per cent of its electricity from wind. Thanks largely to Germany and Spain which have enacted vigorous incentives for renewables, Europe today accounts for 70 per cent of world's wind power. Given that the record in the decade since the Earth Summit is largely one of painfully slow progress and a deepening global environmental crisis, what is needed now is a high-level political commitment to sustainable development. People have seen the results that can be achieved when leaders speak publicly about an issue -- be it AIDS, aid or trade -- and put the full weight and resources of their administrations behind it. 

Dire predictions, apocalyptic talk and doom-and-gloom scenarios are not enough to inspire people to change either their politics or their day-to-day behaviour. But neither can we afford to down play the problem we face nor think that sustainable development will happen of its own accord. Most encouraging, experts say wind could provide up to 12 per cent of the earth's electricity within two decades. 

When the world nations make a stock taking after Rio 92 on another World Environment Day on June 5, this year it becomes apparent that world leaders hardly followed up on their Rio rhetoric. Environmental protection, while still a popular slogan is receding as a political priority. Much of the money pledged by rich nations to help poor countries meet environmental goals has yet to materialise. Rightly says James Gustave Speth, till recently administrator of United Nations Development Programme, "the momentum that was generated in Rio is faltering." And while nations dither, human population keeps growing apace, pumping more pollutants into the atmosphere, piling up more trash and driving more species into extinction." However, if the Rio summit could achieve any thing it enshrined the concept of "Sustainable development" -- the principle that current economic progress should not endanger the prospect of future generations. 

However in the face of all pervading gloom, individual countries -- and states and cities within them have been moving forward taking their own action and setting their own standards. At the same time entrepreneurs and companies, large and small around the world are busy developing the clean technologies of the future. They are motivated not just by the fear that all nations will eventually impose tougher environmental restrictions but by the knowledge that the save-the-planet movement offers boundless opportunities for making money. 

Such clean technologies are almost doing miracles. Micro-hydroelectric plants are already operating in numerous nations, including Kenya, Sri Lanka and Nepal. The systems divert water from streams and rivers and use it to turn turbines without complex dams or catchment areas. Each plant can produce as much as 200 KW -- enough to electrify 200 to 500 homes and businesses and last for 20 years. One plant in Kenya was built by 200 villagers, all of whom own shares in the co-operative that sells the power. 

Renewable energy like solar and wind power is necessary for the assurance of life on earth. Precisely speaking, the momentum toward clean renewables is heating up. Globally, solar and wind energy is growing more than 30 per cent annually far faster than conventionalfuels and their cost is plummeting. No doubt, solar's time is fast approaching. This is evidenced by the fact that the community of Tennant Creek in hot dry northern Australia is beginning to receive power from what is called a solar thermal system. It uses a series of parabolic dishes to focus the sun's rays and superheat steam, which in turn drives turbine generators. The designer Stephen Kaneff of the Australian National University calculates that these modest-size systems can produce power for as little as 4 cent (2.5 taka) per kW/h, cheaper than the polluting gas and diesel generators, Tennant Creek currently relies on. 

In California's Mosave Desert, Pacific Gas and Electric uses a solar-thermal technology that employs mirrors to focus sunlight and heat liquids moving through pipes in long troughs. The array produces large amount of electricity -- 200 times as much as the previous Tennant Creek system though at a high cost per kW/h, perhaps double the cost of coal power. But solar proponents argue that the price difference is grossly misleading. They say the cost of oil and coal should be adjusted to reflect uncertainties over supplies, price volatility and environmental damage. 

For the moment power from solar-thermal systems costs less than that produced by photovoltaic cells which convert sunlight straight into electricity. Advocates of pv cells point out that the gap is narrowing and pv cells have other advantages. Solar thermal systems require direct sunlight, while pv cells work in cloudy weather. Even at 25 cent or more per kW/h, pv cells are economical for delivering small amounts of power in remote places. Home owners find solar energy less expensive than connecting to a utility if a house lies farther than 2 or 5 km from the nearest power line. 

Most assuringly, the real growth market lies in the developing world. Mason Willrich, Vice-chairman of the U.S. Department of Energy's Task Force on Strategic Energy Research and Development, observes that developing nations gain a double benefit from renewable power because they can manufacture the components of their energy supply system, thus expanding their industrial base. Manufacturing solar and wind energy equipment and installations creates jobs and reduces oil imports. Hopefully, if the nations in the world would have gone for exploiting solar energy on a mass-scale the world could have avoided dependence on oil imports and there would not have been any war just from oil interest as we saw in the recent past with America waging war on Iraq just for oil interest. 

The economics of pv energy may soon receive a boost from the work on Martin Green and Stuart Wenham, researchers at the University of New South Wales. The two scientists recently unveiled a design for pv cells that have the potential to reduce the cost of photovoltaic electricity by 80 per cent -- to levels competitive with conventional power production. Researchers further predict that within 20 years, homeowners and small businesses, everywhere but in the gloomiest climates will find it most economical to collect their own solar power. In Japan 80,000 have installed solar roof panels since the government offered generous subsidies in 1994. Consequently Japan has displaced the U.S. as the world's leading manufacturer of photovoltaics. India has established a fund that has lent $ 1.1 billion to alternative energy project; the country is now the globe's fifth largest generator of wind and solar power. 

Iceland which lies on a hot bed of underground volcanic activity, uses geothermal energy to heat 90 per cent of its buildings. The island nation is planning to use geothermal and hydroelectric power to produce large amounts of hydrogen, creating the world's first hydrogen economy. As experience suggests, the future of the world is more a matter of choice than destiny. For instance on the windy border of the U.S. states of Washington and Oregon, citizen groups are already making a choice. They have pressured utilities to invest in green energy and a federal tax credit has made it more profitable. 

Ultimately the earth can meet its energy needs without fouling the environment. But it won't happen", asserts Thomas Johansson, an energy advisor to the United Nations Development Programme. To begin with widespread government subsidies for fossil fuels and nuclear energy -- estimated at some $ 150 billion per year -- must be dismantled to level the playing field for renewables. Policy makers must factor in the price of pollution; coal plants are more expensive than renewable power when one includes the cost of scrubbers on smokestacks and the expense of healthcare for coal and oil related illnesses. On the other hand, nuclear energy costs would soar without government insurance. Environmentalists are calling for taxes on carbon to slow the growth of fossil fuel use. 

Md Asadullah Khan, a former teacher of physics, is Controller of Examinations, BUET. 

______________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News

Bahrain joins 'Green' celebrations

By SOMAN BABY
Published: 6 June 2003

BAHRAIN joined a global celebration on environment held in Beirut yesterday marking the World Environment Day.

The United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), which celebrates the occasion internationally every year on June 5 chose Lebanon for this year's event.

It is the first time in the 30-year history of this awareness-raising event that the main celebrations were held in the Arab world, said Unep's Bahrain-based regional director Mahmood Yousif Abdulraheem.

Besides Mr Abdulraheem, deputy regional director Habib Al Habar was also in Beirut to attend the celebration. 

Access to safe drinking water was the focus of this year's celebration.

This year's theme is: Water - Two Billion People are Dying for It!

"The theme echoes one of the most pressing environmental issues facing the planet and its six billion citizens," said Mr Abdulraheem. 

The celebration in Beirut was held under the patronage of Lebanon's Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

According to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, one person in six lives without regular access to safe drinking water. 

"Over twice that number - 2.4 billion - lack access to adequate sanitation. Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds," he said in a statement released to mark the day. 

Mr Abdulraheem said Unep designated this year as the International Year of Freshwater. 

The celebrations also included the presentation of Unep's Global 500 Awards. 

These are given to individuals and organisations that have made outstanding contributions to the protection and conservation of the environment.

The latest Global Environment Outlook, GEO-3, estimates that more than half the people in the world could be living in severely water-stressed areas by 2032, said Mr Abdulraheem.

"West Asia, which includes the Arabian Peninsula and the Mashriq countries of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the Palestinian Territories, is likely to be the worst affected," he remarked. 

"Well over 90 per cent of the population are expected to be living in areas with 'severe water stress' in less than 30 years unless urgent action is taken.

"GEO-3 says rapid population growth is now, in some areas of the region, running at 3pc a year, triggering water stress and scarcities in many countries. Over 80pc of the water is used for agriculture."

Demand is outstripping supply, especially on the Arabian Peninsula where the water stress index (expressed as a percentage of the water used to available water resources) is more than 100pc for five of the seven countries, said Mr Abdulraheem.

Unep's Bahrain office provides support and advice on environmental matters to 12 countries. 

Among other activities, the office is co-ordinating the regional component of the Global International Waters Assessment - which addresses water management, as well as the regional component of the Global Plan of Action for the protection of the marine environment from land-based activities.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News

Protect Environment Youngsters Urged
AROUND 60 children, aged between four and 12, took part in a festival to celebrate the World Environment Day yesterday at the Salman Cultural Centre for Children in Gudaibiya.

The event, under the patronage of Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife president Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa, was organised by the Bahrain Women's Society.

The day was marked world-wide yesterday. 

The event included speeches on the importance of preserving and promoting a healthy environment by Al Hanan Kindergarten headmistress Fadhela Hammad and United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) industry programme officer Dr Basel Al Yousfi.

It also featured a play, musical performances and trivia questions on environmental protection.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
National Geographic News

UN Highlights World Water Crisis
Hillary Mayell 

To more than two billion people, fresh, pure water is more valuable than gold. 

Water—Two Billion People are Dying for It! is the theme of World Environment Day, an annual event celebrated on June 5—today. 

"One person in six lives without regular access to safe drinking water; over twice that number—2.4 billion—lack access to adequate sanitation," said Kofi Annan, secretary-general of the United Nations. The event is sponsored by the UN to highlight important environmental issues facing the planet. 

Despite the fact that 75 percent of the Earth's surface is covered by water, only 2.5 percent of it is fresh water, and three-quarters of that is locked up in glaciers and permanent snow cover. Only 0.3 percent of the water is surface water, found in rivers and lakes. The rest is buried deep in the ground.

In many regions of the world, fresh water, both groundwater and surface water, is being used faster than it can be replaced. West Asia faces the greatest threat. Over 90 per cent of the region's population is experiencing severe water stress. 

But the problem is not confined to the developing world. In the United States, 400 million cubic meters (14,126 cubic feet) of groundwater is being removed from aquifers annually in Arizona; about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall. In Spain, more than half of the nearly 100 aquifers are over-exploited. 

Already about one-third of the world's population lives in countries suffering from moderate-to-high water stress, according to the most recent Global Environment Outlook (GEO-3) report. Water stress is defined as areas where water consumption is more than 10 percent of renewable freshwater resources. 

The GEO-3 scientists project that more than half the people in the world could be living in severely water-stressed areas by 2032. 

Dying for Water 

When access to water is within one kilometer (0.62 miles) of a dwelling, meaning it would take about 30 minutes a day to collect water, the average consumption is 20 liters (5 gallons) per day per person, according to a 2003 joint report by the World Health Organization and UNICEF. In homes with multiple taps, the average daily consumption is 100 to 200 liters (roughly 25 to 50 gallons) per person. 

If the water source is farther than one kilometer, per capita consumption drops to around five liters (a little more than a gallon) per day, if that. 

With so little water, basic hygiene is frequently compromised. The report estimates that households getting water from taps may use 30 times more water for child hygiene compared with those who have to collect water from a communal source. 

This brings the added burden of illness to families already living in poverty. Infectious waterborne diseases such as diarrhea, typhoid, and cholera are responsible for 80 percent of illnesses and deaths in the developing world, many of them children. One child dies every eight seconds from a waterborne disease; 15 million children a year. 

Women and female children who have to travel to collect water pay a high cost. Less time is available for caring for children, preparing food, or pursuing alternate economic activities. In some regions the women and girls must travel through unsafe areas and are vulnerable to attack. Families in many cases must forego sending their girls to school, perpetuating the grinding cycle of illiteracy and poverty. 

The amount of water a person needs can vary; a person doing manual labor in the tropics will need more water than someone sitting at a computer in a temperate zone. WHO suggests 2 to 4.5 liters (0.5 to 1 gallon) a day for drinking, and another 4 liters (1 gallon) for cooking and food preparation are the bottom-line limits for survival. This doesn't take into account water needs for growing food. 

The minimum quantity of water recommended by the U.S. Agency for International Development for household and urban use alone is close to 100 liters (26.4 gallons) per person per day. 

Mismanagement Not Scarcity 

"This crisis is one of water governance, essentially caused by the ways in which we mismanage water," conclude the authors of the UN's World Water Development Report (WWDR) issued in March. Freshwater resources are being further squandered due to pollution and the way in which we use water. 

Some two million tons of waste per day are disposed of within receiving waters, including industrial wastes and chemicals, human waste and agricultural wastes, according to report. World Watch Institute estimates that every minute, 1.1 million liters (300,000 gallons) of raw sewage are dumped into the Ganges River, the primary source of water for many Indians. 

Only about 35 percent of the wastewater is treated in Asia, and about 14 percent is treated in Latin America. Only a negligible percentage of treatment has been reported in Africa. Even in industrialized countries, sewage is not universally treated, according to UNEP. 

Agriculture accounts for over 80 per cent of world water consumption, and yet around 60 percent of the water used for irrigation is wasted, lost to leaky canals, evaporation, and mismanagement. Fertilizer and pesticide residues from agricultural activities also contribute to contamination of fresh water resources. 

In large cities of developing countries, the percentage of unaccounted-for water is also very high, around 40 percent. Most of this water is simply lost to leaky systems. 

Many of the remedies available for conserving and managing freshwater resources are politically and socially difficult; many rivers, lakes, and underground aquifers cross national boundaries and can be shared by several countries. 

But water experts are agreed that adopting long term goals is imperative. 

"The difficulty in managing groundwaters lies in the fact that they are often easy and relatively cheap to tap for large numbers of users," said Brian Morris, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey. 

"What is needed is pragmatic management such as increasing public and government awareness, properly resourcing the agencies that manage groundwater, supporting community management, and encouraging the use of incentives and disincentives particularly in poorer countries and rural areas," he said. "It is vital we give groundwater value like any other scarce resource."

____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

PRIVATE
UN Urges World to Get Serious About Water Issues 

BEIRUT, Lebanon June 5, 2003 (ENS) - Water is the world's most precious commodity but many global leaders worry that it is not treated as such. Today United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan urged the world to address global water issues to help "two billion of our fellow human beings who are dying for want of water and sanitation." 

In a message marking today's celebration of World Environment Day, Annan said a third of the world's population lack access to adequate sanitation and one person in six does not have access to safe drinking water. 

"What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking," Annan said. "We need to learn how to value water." 

Annan's message supported the theme of World Environment Day, which this year highlights the centrality of water to human survival and sustainable development under the theme "Water: Two Billion People Are Dying for It!" 

Water related diseases are responsible for some 80 percent of illnesses and deaths in the developing world, Annan said, and kill a child every eight seconds. This situation, the UN Secretary General explained, is "made all the more tragic by our long standing knowledge that these diseases are easily preventable." 

Improvement of water services in the developing world over the past two decades have largely been cancelled out by population growth and many parts of the world face continued water scarcity that has been increased by climate change, pollution and over consumption. 

Annan says the challenge is "to provide water services to all, especially the poor." PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Annan"
The world cannot afford to continue mismanaging water supplies, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said. (Photo courtesy United Nations)

The true value of water is often not reflecting in its cost, Annan said, and this issue must be examined. 

"It is one of the crueler ironies of today's world water situation that those with the lowest income generally pay the most for their water," Annan said. 

There are practical solutions worth considering, he explained, including simple and cheap process of rainwater harvesting. 

The world needs to maximize water productivity, Annan said, in particular in agriculture, which accounts for the "lion's share of global water use yet is often inefficient in many of its routine water-using practices." 

The challenge extends to ensuring that that rivers and groundwater aquifers that are shared between two or more countries are "equitably and harmoniously managed," Annan added. 

There is growing concern in particular about the world's groundwater supplies and a new report released today by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) paints a worrying picture of the increasing stress and strain on many of the word's natural underground reservoirs. 

Throughout the developing - and industrialized - world, humanity's thirst for water is taking its toll on groundwater supplies, according to the report "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation." 

"Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Indeed most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground". 

The report cites cases from across the world to highlight the global threat while also outlining a range of options to help secure and conserve supplies. 

For example almost a fifth of the water in storage in the huge Ogalla/High Plains Aquifer of the Midwest of the United States has been removed. 

The number of overexploited aquifers in Mexico has increased from 32 in 1975 to nearly 130 by the 1990s and in Spain, more than half of the nearly 100 aquifers are overexploited. 

In a finding the report details as "ironic," some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding, known as water logging, because of a heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground. 

A typical Arabian Gulf coast city may be losing as much as a third of its water supplies to leaky mains and even more from over-watering of parks and gardens, according to the report, and this heavy reliance on treated sea water is, in some cases, partly due to these cities having polluted their own underground waters making them unfit for human consumption. 

Officials with the UNEP unveiled the report today in Beirut, Lebanon, marking the first time the UN's celebration of World Environment Day has been held in the Arab world. Toepfer says this report will have "particular resonance in a region where it is estimated that in some areas over 90 per cent of the population could be suffering severe water stress by 2032." 

The report suggests that a long term approach conserving and sustainably managing groundwaters is vital to overcome political and social challenges of curbing water use. Groundwaters should be managed in tandem with rivers, lakes and reservoirs, the report recommends, in an "Integrated Water Management" approach. PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Annan"
Many consider investments in clean water and sanitation key to improving the lives of the world's poorest individuals. (Photo courtesy World Health Organization)

"Hopefully its findings will ensure that underground water supplies are no longer 'out of sight and thus out of mind', but quite rightly conserved for current and future generations," Toepfer said. 

Annan again urged the industrialized world to make firm commitments to increasing development aid to the developing world and pleaded for a doubling of annual spending on safe drinking water and sanitation. 

The issue of funding such projects, added Lebanon's Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, is vital at a time when many industrialized countries are focused on security issues. Such a focus is shortsighted, Hariri says. 

"Coming from a region trying to achieve sustainable development under the threat of war and aggression, I can testify that resolving conflicts in such a way that safeguards and respects human dignity and national rights, is a prerequisite to achieving sustainable development," Hariri said. "It is particularly sad to witness the spending of trillions of dollars on armament and wars, at a time when international aid for development is diminishing." 

"We cannot win a 'war on terror' if we fail to attain peaceful coexistence and wage a war on poverty and injustice," Hariri said. 

The UNEP report on groundwater can be found at http://www.unep.org/DEWA/water/groundwater/ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

June 5, 2003 Thursday 11:51 AM Eastern Time 

Dirty water puts two billion at risk, says UN agency 

       The United Nations' environment agency has expressed concern over the depletion and increasing pollution  of underground reservoirs on which two billion people depend for their drinking water and irrigation. 

      "Developed as well as Third World countries are equally affected by the problem of the diminishing ground water sources," the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a new report launched on Wednesday to  mark the World Environment Day. 

      "Natural underground reservoirs, upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, are under increasing stress and strain," the report warned. 

      It painted a worrying picture of "this critical, hidden, natural resource," as growing and thirsty cities,

      industries and agriculture take their toll, citing cases from across the world to highlight the global threat. "In  Arizona in the United States, 400 million cubic metres of ground water is being removed annually, which is about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall," the report said. 

      "Almost a fifth of the water in storage in the huge Ogalla/High Plains Aquifer of the Midwest of the United

      States has been removed and the water table there has fallen in recent decades by, on average, three

      metres and up to 30 metres in some places," it said. 

      In Mexico, the number of aquifers considered over-exploited jumped from 32 in 1975 to nearly 130 by the

      1990s, while in Spain, more than half of the nearly 100 aquifers are over-exploited, said the report, titled:

      "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation: A global Assessment of the Problem and Options for

      Management." 

      "In the important Segura River Basin of eastern Spain, the ratio of ground water storage depletion to

      available renewable water resources has increased from less than 20 percent in the mid-1980s to 130

      percent by 1995." it said 

      "Ironically, some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding,

      known as waterlogging, because of heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast, which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground," the report said. 

      "A typical Arabian Gulf coast city may be losing as much as a third of its water supplies to leaky mains and even more from over-watering of parks and gardens," the report warned. 

      "This heavy reliance on treated sea-water is, in some cases, partly due to these cities having polluted their

      own underground waters making them unfit for human consumption," said the report, released Wednesday at the main Environment Day celebrations in Lebanon. 

      "We are here in Lebanon for World Environment Day, the first time the event has been held in the Arab

      world, where it will have particular resonance in a region where it is estimated that in some areas over 90

      percent of the population could be suffering severe water stress by 2032," UNEP Executive Director Klaus

      Toepfer said. 

      Topefer said the past 50 years had been marked by dramatic increases in the use of groundwaters as

      populations have grown, demand for food has climbed and industrialization has expanded in the developed

      and into the developing world 

      "This report is both cause for hope and concern and shows that many underground supplies are proving

      quite resilient to chemical and other kinds of pollutants, because slow passage through the rocks above

      them helps reduce or even eliminate health-hazardous substances before they reach supplies," Toepfer said.

      "However, they appear more vulnerable to neglect or over-use. If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken," he warned. 

      "I hope this report will serve as a wake-up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of  squandering our vital underground water supplies and, hopefully, its findings will ensure that underground

      water supplies are no longer 'out of sight and thus out of mind', but quite rightly conserved for current and

      future generations," he added.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

VOA

Global Water Crisis Focus of World Environment Day
Michael Kitchen
Hong Kong
Thursday marks the United Nations' World Environment Day, and this year, the global body has set water as the theme. For Asia, water conservation holds special importance. 

The United Nations says if nothing is done within the next 25 years, half of all people on the planet will not have enough fresh water for drinking and farming needs. 

And while shrinking water resources threatens everyone, Asia's massive population growth puts it in special danger. 

In Southern Asia, the United Nations says some 220 million people saw improved access to fresh water over the last decade. But it adds such progress was outstripped by population growth and so, now even more people do not have enough water. 

Tim Higham, of the U.N. Environment Program's Asia-Pacific office, says that pressure on Asia's water resources will probably get worse over the short term. 

"The region has the lowest per capita availability of fresh water because of the high population, and the countries that already suffer from water stress or scarcity would include Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and the Republic of Korea [South Korea]," he said. "And as population and consumption increase, so will that pressure on those water resources." 

Mr. Higham says water conservation efforts in Asia and elsewhere should focus on agriculture, which consumes some 86 percent of fresh water usage. 

"There is a whole mix of things that we need to do," he said. "Some of it is using crops that are drought resistant. Others include getting more "crop per drop" so we're much more efficient in the way we use the water." 

In the face of mounting water problems, the UNEP and countries across the continent are using this year's World Environment Day to study the situation and discuss possible solutions. 

In China, the government took the opportunity to admit to a massive water-quality crisis. 

In its annual assessment, China's environmental authority reported that pollution levels from more than 40 percent of the nation's main river monitoring stations failed to meet even the lowest government standards. 

Xie Zhenhua, director of China's State Environmental Protection Administration, says the problem is especially serious in thereservoir formed by the newly built Three Gorges Dam. Water quality there, he says, will almost certainly continue to worsen. 

Mr. Xie adds that society, and the news media in particular, has a role to play in policing compliance with China's environmental laws. 

"We welcome our news organizations, our media, to strengthen our country's environmental supervision," he said. "Your criticism in particular has shown the problems for us to work on. This is the biggest support, the best form of supervision." 

Other World Environment Day activities in the region include a speech contest in Pakistan, a radio forum on water issues in Western Samoa and a seminar on water and poverty in Thailand. 

Not all of the day's events were confined to water conservation, however. 

In Hong Kong, the environmental advocacy group Greenpeace held a gathering to protest the territory's plans for a new incinerator. 

Spokesperson Martin Baker says the Hong Kong government is too quick to rely on landfills and incinerators to solve its mounting waste management problem. 

"Something like 18,000 tons of rubbish go into Hong Kong's landfills every day, and obviously we're running out of space," he said. "Now, their sole solution, it seems, is to incinerate it all." 

Still, the rising crisis of water use remained Asia's main agenda for the day. 

As U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan reported in his annual World Environment Day message, one in six people today lacks regular access to safe drinking water - a problem that will only grow without strong action.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBCPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=BBC NEWS"
World's water supply 'running low' 

The world's natural supply of underground water, on which two billion people depend, is being run down, according to the United Nations. 
Water tables are falling by about three metres a year across much of the developing world, according to a study by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Launching its report on World Environment Day, the UN said governments must take immediate action to reverse the decline. 

"I hope this report will serve as a wake-up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director. 

Growing populations, industrialisation and more intensive farming are all contributing to a dramatic increase in the use of water. 

In Arizona, the amount of water being taken from the ground is twice what is replaced naturally, the report says. 

In parts of the Arabian Gulf, underground water sources are being contaminated by salty sea water pumped from the coast through leaky pipelines to boost city supplies. 

Developing countries in particular are using up groundwater at what the report calls "an alarming rate". 

Dhaka in Bangladesh has been tapping into its underground water sources so vigorously that in some places the water table has fallen by 40 metres. New boreholes produce a third less water than 30 years ago, experts say. 

Hidden problem 
But the UN says the issue is not getting enough attention because water tables are mainly hidden from view. 

"If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible. There is public outcry and often action taken," Mr Toepfer said. 

SIGNS OF WATER CRISIS 

Mexico Property damaged by land subsidence 

Arabian Gulf Type of flooding called 'water logging' 

Rural India 80% of drinking water comes from ground 

US Water stores in huge Ogalla Aquifer have dropped by 20% 

"Hopefully [the report's] findings will ensure that underground water supplies are no longer 'out of sight and thus out of mind'." 

The report says some of the world's biggest cities - including Bangkok, Cairo, Calcutta, London, Mexico City and Jakarta - are dependent on groundwater and should be "prudent" in managing their supplies. 

The report calls for a more integrated management structure of underground water supplies and for relevant agencies to be given the necessary resources. 

Communities and those whose livelihoods are reliant on groundwater need to be encouraged to seek alternatives and should be given training and credit for doing so, it says. 

But first, it concludes, many parts of the developing world need to be better informed of the issue, so they can monitor the crisis properly before it becomes any more acute. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/americas/2966322.stm

Published: 2003/06/05 16:11:23 GMT

© BBC MMIII
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ABC News - UN warns of shrinking underground water supply 

[Fri, 6 Jun 2003 7:53 AEST

   UN warns of shrinking underground water supply

     The United Nations has warned of a steady depletion of the world's natural supply of underground water on which about two

     billion people depend for drinking water.

     The UN report has been launched to coincide with World Environment Day.

     The report paints a frightening picture of whole regions of the world slowly running dry.

     Dhaka in Bagledesh for example is tapping into underground water sources so vigorously that in some places, the water table

     has fallen by 40 metres.

     In the American state of Arizona ground water is being pumped out at twice the rate rain can replenish it.

     The report is a warning cry about a long-term problem.

     Growing populations, industrialisation and more intensive farming are all contributing to a massive increase in the use of water.

     Developing countries in particular are using up ground water at what the report calls an increasingly alarming rate.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of Zambia (Ndola) 

World Environment Day Tackles Water Shortages 

NEWS
June 5, 2003 

Posted to the web June 5, 2003 

FOR 31 years today, the nations of the world have been celebrating the World Environment Day to highlight the various issues affecting the

environment. 

The event, regarded as a principle vehicle for stimulating environmental awareness and campaigns, was born on December 15, 1972 after a

United Nations General Assembly's resolution to mandate all governments of the world to educate their populace on the importance of

conserving natural resources for future generations. 

It was unanimously resolved that June 5 of each year would be celebrated as the World Environment Day and ever since, the United Nations

Environment Programme (Unep) has been designing themes for each event. 

"Water - Two billion people are dying for it" is this year's theme which even today's march past from Kwacha House to the Lusaka National

Museum will be focusing on. 

But what is the essence of celebrating such a theme when the larger portion of the population still lacks adequate access to safe water? 

"The event presents us with a challenge to work out tangible and implementable action plans that will help improve water supply in all parts of

the country," says acting chief natural resources management officer in the Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources, Davy

Siame. 

Mr Siame says the event has come at a time when his ministry has prioritised water, having linked up with various institutions to improve the

people's access to clean water in the country. These include the Zambia Electricity Supply Corporation, Evironmental Council of Zambia,

National Water Supply and Sanitation Council and several other non-governmental organisations. 

So far, "we have put up many programmes in place like the forest resource management in Luapula and North-Western Province and the

provincial forestry programme in Southern and Copperbelt provinces." 

Mr Siame says the two programmes are part of the Government's long term plan to improve the conservation of water and maintenance of

ecological integrity in the environment. 

Zambia is one of the Southern African countries that have been badly hit by droughts in the recent past. This has reduced the water table in

some parts of the country like Southern Province where some people are reportedly migrating to Central and Copperbelt provinces in search of

water. 

By 1999, the Central Board of Health estimated that 54 per cent of Zambians, most of them in rural areas, were consuming contaminated water

from rivers and shallow wells leading to a number of deaths. 

And globally, the statistics are not any more impressive. The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) estimates that more than 300 million people

in Sub-Saharan Africa lack access to a supply of safe water while 250 million cases of water-related diseases are recorded every year. 

Other organisations also indicate that the demand for the world's water supply is rising rapidly, challenging its availability for food production. 

The International Food Policy Research, for instance, in its summary report on the "Global water Outlook to 2025: Averting an impending crisis"

last year predicted that water withdrawal for most uses (domestic, industrial and livestock) would increase by at least 50 per cent by 2025. 

This would be caused by the projected increase in global population from the present six billion to 10 billion by 2025. 

It was against the backdrop of such chilling statistics that this year's theme was designed. A brief preamble by Unep on today's

commemorations, explains that the theme emanates from last year's World Summit for Sustainable Development which was held in Durban,

South Africa. 

The summit identified water as a major issue that would affect the environment in a number of ways. By the end of the summit, the leaders of the

world had resolved to halve the number of people not accessing safe water by the year 2015, a resolution that is also contained in the United

Nations Millennium Development goals. 

"Water is life and we are all dependent on it to stay healthy, grow food and to carry out all our general transportations," said Tourism,

Environment and Natural Resources Minister, Patrick Kalifungwa last night on ZNBC TV as he launched today's commemorations. 

Mr Kalifungwa called for concerted efforts in conserving water to meet the needs of the present and future generations as we reflect on the fact

that two billion people in the world today are dying because of lack of water. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

AScribe Newswire 

June 5, 2003 Thursday 1:45 PM Eastern Time 

 FAO Director-General Diouf: Safeguard 'the Source of Food  Security'; Water Is Theme of World Environment Day 2003 

      WASHINGTON, June 5 [AScribe Newswire] -- On the occasion of World Environment Day 2003, celebrated  today under the theme "Water - Two Billion people are Dying for It!", FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf   called on the international community "to help safeguard the source of food security on our planet." 

      "I am convinced that if all countries concerned made better agricultural water management a political and

      financial priority, we would experience fewer disasters like the current food crisis in Southern Africa and in  the Horn of Africa," Dr. Diouf said. 

      "We could then concentrate our efforts more on improving the development and management of water for

      agriculture to meet the growing demand for food, alleviate poverty and sustain economic growth," he added. Beirut, the capital of Lebanon, is hosting this year's World Environment Day, which will also be marked  throughout the world by celebrations aimed at stimulating more awareness on environmental problems.   Water shortage is one of the most worrying problems for the new millennium. 

      The FAO Director-General indicated that, in line with other UN organizations, the FAO has chosen for its

      World Food Day - celebrated last October - the theme "Water, Source of Food Security." 

      Clearly, it will be an enormous challenge to provide enough water for global food production. Looking 30

      years in the future, FAO estimates that feeding a growing world population will require 60 percent more food.

      Water scarcity 

      Most of that increase will come from intensified agriculture supported by irrigation. But water is already

      scarce in many countries. By 2030, one in five developing countries will be suffering actual or impending

      water scarcity, according to FAO. 

      More water is needed to grow enough food to feed the world. The answer lies in improving agricultural

      productivity and water efficiency. By using more efficient irrigation methods, enhanced water harvesting,

      better seeds and improved agricultural techniques, farmers will be able to produce higher yields, obtaining

      the greatest gains from precious water supplies, FAO experts say. 

      Currently, some 20 percent [around 205 million hectares] of agricultural land in the developing countries is

      irrigated and it provides about 40 percent of crop production in these countries. Developing countries are

      expected to expand their irrigated area by 40 million hectares by 2030. 

      Some regions are facing serious water problems. Several countries of the Near East and North Africa, as well  as South and East Asia are using more groundwater than is currently replenished. Some are even drawing on precious fossil groundwater for crops, a resource whose value for drinking water should not be ignored. 

      Countries should invest in both improved technologies and better management in order to achieve more

      "crop per drop," according to FAO. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Newsday

U.N.: World's Water Supplies Under Threat

LONDON -- Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs are diminishing rapidly, threatening the drinking water of millions of people and compounding the ravaging effects of drought and famine, the United Nations warned Wednesday. 

Across Africa, Asia, Central and South America, groundwater levels are dropping as much as 10 feet a year, largely due to intensive irrigation, the U.N. Environment Program said in a report released in London. 

As aquifers subside, sea water seeps into the water table in coastal areas, making the water undrinkable, co-author John Chilton told reporters. The problem is causing the ground to sink in major cities, including Mexico City and Bangkok, and will force small farmers out of business, he said. 

"What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking. We need to learn how to value water," said U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan in a statement ahead of World Environment Day on Thursday. 

The report, "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation," said water tables were falling most rapidly in South Asia, Mexico and in semiarid countries where agriculture relies heavily on irrigation. 

"Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores. Groundwater also supplements river flow, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife," the executive director of UNEP, Klaus Toepfer, said in a statement. 

"If a lake, reservoir or river becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken. I hope that this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies." 

Chilton, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey, said that while groundwater was diminishing across India, for example, it was rising in the capital of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh. 

He said water pumped from coastal desalination plants was leaking from pipes and storage tanks and seeping into the water table, causing it to rise by up to 16 inches a year and flooding basements. 

The United Nations called on governments to curb the use of groundwater through regulation. Worldwide action was needed to ensure that countries relying on irrigation diversify away from water hungry crops, the report added. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India 

June 5, 2003 

WATER CRISIS STARES WORLD IN THE FACE 

NEW DELHI: Lakes are drying, village wells are running out of water, towns and cities are being forced to

      ration supply as the searing heat refuses to give way to the monsoon. 

      As one more World Environment Day dawns Thursday to a theme of water, the Central Ground Water

      Authority says that in 286 districts across 18 states, water levels have fallen more than four metres in 20

      years from 1982. 

      All cities are in a very bad position,'' says Saleem Romani, member-secretary of the Central Groundwater

      Authority (CGWA). In large parts of Delhi, saline water has crept close to the surface, Chennai is suffering seawater intrusion, Mumbai too is suffering limited seawater encroachment. Eighty per cent of Delhi's groundwater reserves fall in the CGWA's worrying categories of dark and overexploited. Nearly three-fifths of Punjab and nearly two-fifths of Haryana are in as bad a shape, largely due to water-intensive agriculture.

      The situation is serious in parts of Gujarat, Andhra, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and UP. Predictions

      that the next two decades will see water wars across the world don't seem unrealistic any more. Verbal

      wars on water between states are already common. 

      Central Pollution Control Board scientist R C Trivedi says water demand in cities is galloping way ahead of supply, as people flow into cities and lifestyles change. Bathtubs, for instance, have replaced buckets.

      Increasingly, groundwater is being tapped to supplement inadequate municipal supply. 

      And, since most urban areas don't have adequate systems for sewage, this accumulates and seeps into the

      ground, polluting groundwater and leaving it unfit for use, says Trivedi. 

      Not just here but in most parts of the world. In a new report, the UN Environment Programme says many

      of the world's natural underground reservoirs'', upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, are under increasing stress, with growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture taking a toll.

      UNEP lists Kolkata as among 12 megacities dependent on groundwater and highlights the case of rural India, where 50 per cent of irrigation water and 80 per cent of drinking water ¬ much of which is brought to the surface from a network of three million hand-pumped wells ¬ comes from underground. 

      Not so far from us, Dhaka exemplifies the effects of heavy abstraction from urban aquifers. There are now

      an estimated 1,300 boreholes tapping underground water for the city and its suburbs. In some areas, the

      water table has fallen by as much as 40 metres. New boreholes are producing a third less than ones dug in

      the 1970s, surveys show. 

      The problem is that groundwater is easy, and cheap, to tap. In Arizona, USA, 400 million cubic metres of

      groundwater is being removed annually, about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall.

      Land subsidence from a falling water table, damaging property and infrastructure, has been recorded in

      several states, including Mexico City. And, closer home, in UP. 

      In Spain, more than half of the nearly 100 aquifers are over-exploited. Some cities in very dry and arid

      regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering waterlogging because of a heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground. _________________________________________________________________________________

ReutersAlert

World's water supplies under threat from irrigation, says United Nations

  05 June 2003

  By Ed Johnson, Associated Press

  LONDON — Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs are diminishing rapidly, threatening the drinking water of millions of people and compounding the ravaging effects of drought and famine, the United Nations warned Wednesday.

  Across Africa, Asia, and Central and South America, groundwater levels are dropping as much as 10 feet a year, largely due to intensive irrigation, the U.N. Environment  Program said in a report released in London.

  As aquifers subside, sea water seeps into the water table in coastal areas, making  the water undrinkable, co-author John Chilton told reporters. The problem is causing  the ground to sink in major cities, including Mexico City and Bangkok, and will force  small farmers out of business, he said.

  "What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking. We need to learn how to  value water," said U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan in a statement ahead of World  Environment Day on Thursday.

  The report, "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation," said water tables  were falling most rapidly in South Asia, in Mexico, and in semiarid countries where  agriculture relies heavily on irrigation.

  "Some 2 billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly  reliant on these hidden stores. Groundwater also supplements river flow, springs,  and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife," the executive  director of UNEP, Klaus Toepfer, said in a statement. "If a lake, reservoir, or river  becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry, and  often action taken. I hope that this report will serve as a wake up call concerning  the human, social, and economic consequences of squandering our vital  underground water supplies."

  Chilton, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey, said that while  groundwater was diminishing across India, for example, it was rising in the capital of  Saudi Arabia, Riyadh. He said water pumped from coastal desalination plants was  leaking from pipes and storage tanks and seeping into the water table, causing it to  rise by up to 16 inches a year and flooding basements.

  The United Nations called on governments to curb the use of groundwater through  regulation. Worldwide action was needed to ensure that countries relying on  irrigation diversify away from water-hungry crops, the report added. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Press Association

June 4, 2003, Wednesday

UNDERGROUND RESERVOIRS 'UNDER THREAT'

      BYLINE: Emma Britton, PA News

      Drinking water supplies to two billion people worldwide are under threat, the United Nations warned today.

      Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs are diminishing rapidly and action is needed to conserve them for future generations.

      Across Africa, Asia, Central and South America, groundwater levels have fallen by an average of 3m (10ft) in recent years. 

      A report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) launched in London today and at World Environment Day celebrations in Lebanon tomorrow, said the reserves were under strain largely due to intensive irrigation.

      As the hidden underground reservoirs decline, the fresh water becomes contaminated by sea water seeping

      in to replace the loss.

      The report, Groundwater And Its Susceptibility To Degradation, said the problem was also causing

      subsidence in centres including Mexico City.

      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director, said: "Some two billion people and as much as 40% of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores.

      "Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife.

      "Indeed most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground."

      He added: "If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up the event is highly visible, there is

      public outcry and often action taken.

      "I hope this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies.

      "Hopefully its findings will ensure that underground water supplies are no longer out of sight and out of mind, but quite rightly conserved for current and future generations."

      The UNEP report was compiled with the British Geological Survey.

      Brian Morris, principal hydrogeologist at the Survey, said: "The difficulty with managing groundwaters lies in the fact they are often easy and relatively cheap to tap for large numbers of users.

      "It is vital we give groundwaters value like any other scarce resource."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Kansas City Star

U.N.: World's Water Supplies Under Threat
ED JOHNSON

Associated Press

                      LONDON - Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs are diminishing rapidly, threatening the drinking water of millions of people and compounding the ravaging effects of drought and famine, the United Nations warned Wednesday.

                      Across Africa, Asia, Central and South America, groundwater levels are dropping as much as 10 feet a year, largely due to intensive  irrigation, the U.N. Environment Program said in a report released in                      London.

                      As aquifers subside, sea water seeps into the water table in coastal areas, making the water undrinkable, co-author John Chilton told  reporters. The problem is causing the ground to sink in major cities,                      including Mexico City and Bangkok, and will force small farmers out of business, he said.

                      "What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking. We need to learn how to value water," said U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan  in a statement ahead of World Environment Day on Thursday.

The report, "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation," said water tables were falling most rapidly in South Asia, Mexico and in semiarid countries where agriculture relies heavily on irrigation.

                      "Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores. Groundwater also supplements river flow, springs and wetlands vital for rural and                       urban communities and wildlife," the executive director of UNEP, Klaus Toepfer, said in a statement.

                      "If a lake, reservoir or river becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken. I hope that this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human,                      social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies."

                      Chilton, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey, said that while groundwater was diminishing across India, for example, it was rising in the capital of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh.

                      He said water pumped from coastal desalination plants was leaking from pipes and storage tanks and seeping into the water table,  causing it to rise by up to 16 inches a year and flooding basements.

                      The United Nations called on governments to curb the use of groundwater through regulation. Worldwide action was needed to  ensure that countries relying on irrigation diversify away from water                      hungry crops, the report added.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Sify News (India)

Greens glum on Environment Day 

Thursday, 05 June , 2003, 08:59

                 Paris: Ecologists sounded a note of dismay on the 30th United Nations World

                 Environment Day, an annual event aimed at boosting awareness about the planet's

                 deteriorating health. 

                 Diminishing biodiversity, global warming, depleted fishstocks, shrinking supplies of

                 unsullied freshwater, the plundering of virgin tropical forests -- all head a long list of

                 problems that campaigners said should be urgently tackled. 

                 "International efforts to save biodiversity fall woefully short of what is needed," Sebastien

                 Moncorps, director of the French committee of the Geneva-based World Conservation

                 Union (IUCN), told AFP. 

                 In its latest update on species numbers, the IUCN said the world was faced with a

                 "major extinction crisis", mainly due to the disappearance of endangered species'

                 habitat. 

                 One mammal species in four and every reptile and amphibian species in three are

                 threatened with being wiped out. In all, 5,500 animal species and 34,000 species of flora

                 are considered at risk. 

                 As for global warming, environmentalists complained the world was now losing its will to

                 deal with what climate scientists say is the biggest man-made threat to human life. 

                 "There now seems to be a widening gap between political declaration and the work on

                 the ground," commented Kaj Barlund, director of the environment and human

                 settlements division at the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). 

                 "If this gap cannot be narrowed swiftly, there is little hope of seeing the Kyoto (Protocol)

                 targets met. In that case, climate change will accelerate rather than slow down." 

                 Proof of this, said Greenpeace, was the fact that all controversial environment issues

                 were either absent or diluted to nothingness at the Group of Eight (G8) summit in Evian

                 this week. 

                 Two years ago, the European Union led a drive to save the Kyoto Protocol -- a United

                 Nations pact which commits industrialised signatories to cutting emissions of

                 greenhouse gases, that invisible pollution from burning oil, gas and coal which traps

                 solar energy and has the potential to alter the world's climate system. 

                 The EU's salvage operation was triggered by US President George W Bush's decision to

                 abandon Kyoto on the grounds that it was too costly for the United States' oil-dependent

                 economy and unfair because it did not require fast-growing emerging nations to make

                 any cuts. 

                 Since then, Kyoto has entered a state of limbo. It still requires ratification by Russia to

                 push it over a threshold so that it becomes an international treaty. 

                 But Russia is dragging its feet over this, apparently upset that the financial windfall that it

                 was expecting under Kyoto's carbon-trading market will be much smaller than expected

                 because of the US pullout. 

                 Worse, according to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),

                 greenhouse gas pollution by developing countries, after stabilising during the 1990s, is

                 likely to grow by 17 percent from 2000 to 2010. 

                 World Environment Day on Thursday changes venue and theme each year. This year's

                 host city is Beirut and the issue is the looming crisis over freshwater, particularly aquifers

                 -- the underground reservoirs that are fast being run down by over-exploitation. 

                 These vital supplies are under increasing stress and strain, Klaus Toepfer, executive

                 director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), warned. 

                 "Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly

                 reliant on some of these hidden stores," he said, ushering in a UNEP report on the state

                 of the planet's "natural underground reservoirs".

__________________________________________________________________________________________


LE Figaro

Journée mondiale de l’environnemen

Par Caroline de MALET

Klaus Toepfer *

« Bafouer l’environnement en temps de guerre est un crime contre l’

umanité »

A l’occasion de la Journée mondiale de l’environnement, le Programme des

Nations unies pour l’environnement (Pnue) lance une initiative, baptisée «

Douanes vertes », destinée à lutter contre le crime environnemental. Klaus

Toepfer, son directeur général, en explique la portée.

LE FIGARO. En quoi consiste ce projet « Douanes vertes » ?

Klaus TOEPFER. L’idée est de lutter contre les trafics illégaux de matières

chimiques, de déchets toxiques ou d’espèces animales menacées. Ces activités

illégales transfrontalières sont condamnées par des conventions

internationales, et notre objectif est aujourd’hui de leur donner plus d’

efficacité en coopérant avec les services des douanes du monde entier.

Concrètement, le Pnue, Interpol et les différents secrétariats des accords

environnementaux multilatéraux vont former les agents des douanes à ces

questions, et échanger des informations avec eux. Comment voulez-vous en

effet qu’un officier des douanes d’un pays en développement bloque par

exemple des déchets toxiques à la frontière s’il ne connaît rien à ces

questions ?

Que représentent ces trafics illégaux à l’échelle de la planète ?

C’est un marché très important et de plus en plus lucratif, qui concerne des

espèces menacées, comme l’ivoire, les os de tigre ou les orchidées, mais

aussi les déchets toxiques ou les CFC, dont le commerce est réglementé. On

estime que ces activités rapportent 22 à 31 milliards de dollars par an aux

réseaux du crime organisé.

Peut-on imaginer un jour de voir naître un tribunal international de l’

environnement ?

La Cour pénale internationale est déjà compétente pour juger des crimes

environnementaux. Nous devons cependant aller plus loin. Il faudrait

désormais que l’utilisation de l’environnement comme arme de guerre soit

considérée comme un crime contre l’humanité. Car c’est ce que représente à

nos yeux le fait de brûler des puits de pétrole ou de détruire des

ressources en eau. Ces pratiques, qui peuvent avoir des conséquences

dramatiques pour l’environnement, comme on l’a vu en Irak, doivent être

introduites dans la Convention de Genève, qui protège déjà les droits des

prisonniers et les populations civiles.

Les guerres sont des catastrophes écologiques...

Oui, toujours. Il y a des débats interminables, avant et après une guerre,

sur le coût économique, y compris le coût des bombes et celui de l’aide

humanitaire. Nous devons aussi prendre en compte le coût des opérations de

dépollution de l’environnement... La suie dégagée par les 700 puits de

pétrole mis à feu durant la guerre du Golfe en 1991 a ainsi fait augmenter

de 10 % le taux de mortalité au Koweït durant l’année qui suivit la guerre.

La sécurité écologique ne doit plus être considérée comme un luxe, mais

comme un élément indissociable d’une politique de paix durable.

* Directeur général du Programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ Reuters

World Marks Environment Day with Focus on Water

Thu June 5, 2003 02:41 AM ET 

By David Fox

                         SINGAPORE (Reuters) - The United Nations marked world environment day on

                         Thursday with a focus on water, saying two billion people were dying for it.

                         "Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds," U.N. Secretary-General

                         Kofi Annan said in a statement marking the world body's annual review of the state

                         of the planet.

                         "One person in six lives without regular access to safe drinking water. Over twice

                         that number -- 2.4 billion -- lack access to adequate sanitation.

                         This year's theme is being led by Lebanon -- the first time an Arab country has

                         taken charge of the anniversary -- but events have been planned around the world

                         to draw attention to what the United Nations says is the planet's most valuable

                         resource.

                         "It will not be lost on billions of people around the globe that this special day will

                         also hold special significance by being in the Arab world so soon after the recent

                         conflict in Iraq," said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the Kenya-based U.N.

                         Environmental Program (UNEP).

                         In China, the world's most populous country, the government said it planned to

                         invest more than $30 billion over the next few years to fight water pollution and help

                         relieve shortages.

                         "China is a country that still lacks water resources, and the problem of water

                         pollution remains severe," said Xie Zhenhua, minister of the State Environmental

                         Protection Administration.

                         "This year our top priority is to ensure clean drinking water for our people."

                         China is working on a multi-billion-dollar diversion project aimed at channeling

                         water from the flood-prone south to the thirsty north.

                         But environmentalists have raised concern over the Three Gorges Dam -- the

                         world's largest hydroelectric project -- which China began filling up on Sunday after

                         a decade of work and which will flood hundreds of abandoned towns, villages and

                         factories along the Yangtze river.

                         DEADLY FLOODS

                         In Bangladesh, where water can often be both a blessing and a curse, the government launched a

                         tree-planting drive that it said aimed to turn the country into a "garden of green" by 2015.

                         Although floods have killed hundreds of thousands of Bangladeshis over the years, the country still faces

                         acute water shortages.

                         The biggest problem in Bangladesh is arsenic contamination, which has forced authorities to seal

                         thousands of wells across the country.

                         Health officials say one-third of the country now had arsenic contamination in wells, while rivers -- many

                         drying or polluted by chemical waste -- were no longer a source of safe drinking water.

                         From Tokyo to Toronto, Britain to Beirut, the United Nations has organized events to highlight water

                         shortages and other green issues.

                         Japan, one of the world's biggest car makers -- is focusing on how the automobile best fits into the 21st

                         century while in Canada, a national campaign has been launched to educate children on the need to

                         clean up the planet for their future.

                         In Britain, corporate associations have banded together and pledged to try to become more

                         environmentally responsible, while in Lebanon the United Nations has organized over a week of events

                         aimed at making the world a cleaner, greener place.

                         But water remains the main theme.

                         "No matter who we are, where we are and what we do, we are all dependent on water," the UNEP said. __________________________________________________________________________________________

MSNBC International News

UN says cleaning Iraq's environment to take time

By Cynthia Johnston

BEIRUT, June 5 — The United Nations environment agency said on Thursday cleaning Iraq's waters, skies and soil would take time, and urged those reconstructing it not to ignore the environment.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Programme, said Iraq's environment had suffered from wars and more than two decades of neglect by a  government that was ''not in favour of environmental protection.'' 

''It is very unrealistic to believe that you can do in a short term what was not done in the last 25 years,'' Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), told Reuters in an interview.                              ''If you cannot integrate environment requirements in the reconstruction phase, you will have a lot of problems later,'' he said. ''That is one very important request.''  Toepfer, in Beirut to mark world environment day, said he planned to send a team to Iraq to assess it this month.  He said the most urgent problem in postwar Iraq was water and waste ''without any doubt.'' 

But he said UNEP was also concerned about the impact of chemicals like mustard gas used in the Iran-Iraq war, as well as the environmental effect of the destruction of chemical weapons. Toepfer said UNEP was also working with Iraqi experts to decide how best to deal with the almost completely destroyed marshlands of southern Iraq, believed by some archaeologists to be the Garden of Eden in scripture. 

The marshes, which Toepfer called ''one of the most important marshlands on a global level,'' were home to a unique culture and complex ecosystem that lasted thousands of years. 

They were largely drained by deposed Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to punish the population for supporting a Shi'ite uprising against his rule that erupted after the 1991 Gulf war. The United States has said it was studying ways to restore part of the marshes,  and last month the United Nations said water was returning.                              But Toepfer called for caution.  ''We should make very careful and professionally based assessments,'' he said. ''What are the consequences for the soil structure if you now have dry land and  you again add water.'' 

Nearly 300,000 Marsh Arabs were bombed, rounded up by troops, killed or forced to march out of the wetlands. Now, fewer than 20,000 remain.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

06 June 2003
UNEP/UN in the News

UNEP Staff to support a water project in Kenya 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA)- The UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has indicated its staff would fund a water project in Kenya's arid Eastern Province facing water scarcity. The agency announced Thursday it would fund the project in line with the theme "Water: 2 billion People are Dying for it," chosen for this year's World Environment Day being observed 5 June. UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said the theme was appropriate at a time when a third of the world's population was facing disease and hardship for want of access to safe water and proper sanitation. Similarly, in his statement on the occasion of World Environment Day, UN secretary general Kofi Annan said observed that the theme highlights the centrality of water to human survival and sustainable development. billion of our people who are dying for want of water and sanitation," Annan urged. In Kenya, activities marking the day involved youth groups, school children, environmental groups and the public at large, under the slogan "Water is life, conserve the source." Activities include essay, art and photography competitions among school children, an indigenous tree planting session, recycling, clean-up campaigns and a "Green parade" in the city of Nairobi. Meanwhile, some 150,000 agro-forestry trees will be raised with local farmers to release the pressure on natural forest, UNEP indicated. The initiative, backed by UNEP and the Kenya Forest Department is part of what has been dubbed the "Responsible Consumer Behaviour Scheme" aimed at improving the health of local rivers by retaining moisture in the land.

http://www.panapress.com/RubIndexlat.asp?code=eng002
UNEP releases report on natural underground water 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  Ahead of the 2003 World Environment Day celebrations to be observed on 5 June, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) on Wednesday released a indicates that many of the world's "natural underground reservoirs" upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation are under increased "stress and stain." The report paints a grim picture of this critical and hidden natural resource as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll. It cites cases from across the world to highlight the global threat, while also outlining a range of options to help secure and conserve supplies. The water table there has also fallen in recent decades by, on average, three metres and up to 30 metres in some places. The report is being launched at several key locations around the world.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003303&dte=04/06/2003
Environmental hazards compound Somalia's crisis 

Mogadishu, Somalia (PANA) - Notwithstanding the havoc wreaked on life and property by years of civil war, Somalia faces even greater threats from environmental hazards. But even as the world community marks Environment Day and environmental concerns move up the agenda of global politics and economics, Somalis are still to awaken to the dangers inherent in uncontrolled human activity, misuse of natural resources and pollution. Among the leading environmental problems facing the war-ravaged Horn of Africa country is deforestation, as communities plunder whole woodlands for fuel wood. Much of the country's vegetation is typically sparse savannah with patches of forest areas. According to the World Bank, 55 percent of Somalia's land area is suitable for grazing. The Food and Agriculture Organization has an even lower estimate (29 percent). Official figures put Somalia's forest cover at 52,000 hectares of dense forest and 5.7 million hectares of low-density wood. In the last several years, though, a new and profitable type of business was introduced in Somalia: the cutting down of trees to produce charcoal for export to the Gulf States. The consequent high level of deforestation is now threatening lands located near the two main rivers of Shebelle and Jubba. Pollution is also a growing problem dating back to peak period of factional fighting when unscrupulous Western companies took advantage of the chaos to dump hazardous wastes in the country. In the fall of 1992 reports began to appear in the international media concerning unnamed European firms that were illegally dumping hazardous waste in Somalia, thanks to contracts established with local warlords in dire need of war funds. UNEP began investigations into the matter five years later, when the agency hired Mahdi one month to search many areas of Somalia, particularly coastal zones for signs of waste dump.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003425&dte=05/06/2003
General Environmental news

S. African trade union appeals for green paper signing 

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - Observing World Environment Day, Solidarity, a South African trade union, on Thursday appealed to big business to sign a green paper introduced by the union last year. The paper provides guidelines on the sustainable utilization of the environment and also looks at conservation issues, while companies are asked to harness technology in such a way that progress does not take place at the cost of the environment. Dirk Hermann, the trade union's spokesman, said that attempts have been made to provide companies with guidelines that will ensure the preservation of the country's natural beauty and also protect citizens' health. "Air and water pollution are constantly increasing, which is why we have to recognize the need for a green paper," he said. The trade union, which encourages the development of socio- economic guidelines according to international standards, has appealed to large companies to put in place better economic policies in order to protect the country's natural resources.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003459&dte=05/06/2003
Mauritius Premier vows water for all by 2015 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritius Prime Minister, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, Thursday said he intended not only to supply the population with drinking water 24 hours per day, but also to ensure its availability to all areas of the island to enable national development. As he inaugurated an exhibition on water at Domaine Les Pailles, near Port Louis, Jugnauth expressed optimism that the objective would be achieved before 2015, "given the important investments" that have been made toward the sector. "Let us also not forget the ecological aspect, which is to ensure the protection of our lagoons and coastal zones. Some forty exhibitors from private and public institutions are participating in the show that ends 10 June.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng003471&dte=05/06/2003
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


Water crisis stares world in the face
TIMES NEWS NETWORK[image: image1.png]


, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 04, 2003  - NEW DELHI: Lakes are drying, village wells are running out of water, towns and cities are being forced to ration supply as the searing heat refuses to give way to the monsoon.
As one more World Environment Day dawns Thursday to a theme of water, the Central Ground Water Authority says that in 286 districts across 18 states, water levels have fallen more than four metres in 20 years from 1982.
… Not just here but in most parts of the world. In a new report, the UN Environment Programme says many of the world's ``natural underground reservoirs'', upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, are under increasing stress, with growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture taking a toll.
UNEP lists Kolkata as among 12 megacities dependent on groundwater and highlights the case of rural India, where 50 per cent of irrigation water and 80 per cent of drinking water ^ much of which is brought to the surface from a network of three million hand-pumped wells ^ comes from underground.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=6621
The clean-up man
Asia Times, June 5, 2003 (By Samir Das ) - In India, 700 million people and 120 million households have no access to public or private toilets. Fifty million bucket toilets are cleaned by half a million "scavengers". This has led to atmospheric pollution, health hazards and a class of people who clean up the excreta of others.
…"The winners of UNEP's Global 500 Roll of Honor are members of a broad environmental movement that is flourishing around the world. They have taken the path that most of us hesitate to take for want of time or caring," said United Nations Environment Program executive director Klaus Toepfer, before honoring Pathak in Beirut at the World Environment Day ceremonies this Thursday.
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/EF05Df01.html 

Water pollution a concern
Fiji Live, Wednesday June 04, 2003 - Water pollution is Fiji's biggest area of concern, however, budgetary allocations to the Department of Environment are insufficient to combat the problem. 
Department director, Epeli Nasome made the comment yesterday as National Environment Week was launched. 
…He said they received help for projects from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Japanese International Co-operation Agency. 
Mr Nasome highlighted the big role the media played in educating the people on environmental issues.
http://www.fijilive.com/news/show/news/2003/06/04/04g.html 

 …World's Groundwater Supply Under Threat: UNEP 
The UN Environment Programme has charged that pollution and overuse of hidden underground water supplies threaten global health and development. The agency said governments often had little understanding of the social, economic and health risks of sucking their groundwater dry.
In a report on the eve of World Environment Day, Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said that across the globe ground water is being depleted by the demands of mega-cities and agriculture, while fertilizer run-off and pollution are threatening water quality and public health. 
Water is the theme of this year's Environment Day to be observed Thursday. 

Tough battle for water in Arab world 
deepikaglobal.com (India) - Cairo, June 4 (DPA) It is no coincidence that the United Nations Environment Programme chose the Lebanese capital Beirut as the first Arab host of international events marking World Environment Day on June 5.
http://www.deepikaglobal.com/ENG4_sub.asp?ccode=ENG4&newscode=9755
PM urges to protect environment
Pakistanlink, June 4, 2003 -  ISLAMABAD: On June 5th every year World Environment Day (WED) is observed world wide to draw attention to those human actions which are threatening our planet and its environment, and to drive home the message that it is of utmost importance not only to protect our environment from increasing environmental threats but also to reverse the environmental pollution already caused.
The Prime Minister in his message said this year the United Nations Environment Programme has selected “Water-Two billion people are dying for it”, as theme for the World Environment Day. The theme is of utmost importance for us as in the Holy Quran, Allah says, “We made from water every living thing (Sura Inbia Ayat – 30)”, which gives the idea of water being the central ingredient of the creation and its survival.
http://www.pakistanlink.com/headlines/june%2003/04/11.html 

UN Report Portrays Mixed Picture in Asia-Pacific Region in Promoting Millennium Development Goals 
Scoop (New Zealand) - A report out today has characterised poverty reduction measures in the Asia-Pacific region as a "striking success", but "missed opportunities".
The report titled Promoting the Millennium Development Goals in Asia and the Pacific, states that while the region has achieved "one of the largest decreases in mass poverty in human history", huge challenges still exist in the fields of basic education, gender equality, child health, maternal mortality and environmental sustainability. 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0306/S00074.htm 

Whither Water
With water scarcity being the theme of this year’s World Environment Day, it’s time to adopt a different approach in managing natural resources
R K Pachauri - Today is World Environment Day. For those of us living in India, United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan’s message, on the occasion, holds special significance. He’s marked out the theme of this year’s World Environment Day as ‘‘Water: Two billion people are dying for it’’.
Annan refers to the Millennium Summit and the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg in August-September 2002, where the international community set measurable, time-bound commitments for the provision of safe water and sanitation. The target: to halve the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation facilities by 2015. At present, one out of six people across the globe lives without regular access to safe drinking water. Over twice that number — about 2.5 billion people — lack access to sanitation. Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds and are responsible for 80 per cent of all illnesses and deaths in the developing world. 
http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=25203

Greens glum on Environment Day 
Sify News (India) Thursday, 05 June , 2003, 08:59 - Paris: Ecologists sounded a note of dismay on the 30th United Nations World Environment Day, an annual event aimed at boosting awareness about the planet's deteriorating health. 
Diminishing biodiversity, global warming, depleted fishstocks, shrinking supplies of unsullied freshwater, the plundering of virgin tropical forests -- all head a long list of problems that campaigners said should be urgently tackled.
World Environment Day on Thursday changes venue and theme each year. This year's host city is Beirut and the issue is the looming crisis over freshwater, particularly aquifers -- the underground reservoirs that are fast being run down by over-exploitation. 
These vital supplies are under increasing stress and strain, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), warned. 
"Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on some of these hidden stores," he said, ushering in a UNEP report on the state of the planet's "natural underground reservoirs". 
http://sify.com/news/scienceandmedicine/fullstory.php?id=13163933 

World Environment Day 
The Jakarta Post, Today, June 5, 2003, the world is supposed to be celebrating World Environment Day as it has regularly done for the last few decades. One wonders, however, what we, as citizens of the world, are celebrating.
The concept of "environment" has evolved since it started to become a global issue in the early 1970s. At first, it was a kind of global admission that the Earth's ecosystems are in fact fragile, and that human beings have been contributing much to its degradation. 
… As clearly put forward in the latest edition Vital Signs 2003, published by The Worldwatch Institute in cooperation with UNEP (United Nations Environment Program), the twin goals cannot be achieved as long as humanity remains divided into the extremes of rich and poor. Two different types of environmental destruction result: The wealthy impose the heaviest toll on the planet by their materials-intensive, pollution-laden lifestyles, whereas the poor generally live with some of the worst local environmental conditions, eking out a meager living only by taxing their croplands, forests, and water resources to the limits. Globalization has deepened these disparities. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaileditorial.asp?fileid=20030605.E01&irec=0 

Water: Billions of people are dying for it 
The Jakarta Post, Moch. N. Kurniawan, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta - Water has unquestionably become the focus of world attention this year. After being named the topic theme for the United Nations International Year, water has been also chosen as the theme for the 2003 World Environment Day (WED), which falls on June 5.
… But the lucky city chosen to be the host of 2003 WED's worldwide celebrations is Beirut, Lebanon, which will hold several events in coordination with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailfeatures.asp?fileid=20030605.O13&irec=6
Others WED Activities in Asia-Pacific

Green group fears dam will kill Burnett River
ABC Regional Online, Australia, June 5, 2003 - On World Environment Day, a Wide Bay conservation group in south-east Queensland is warning the Burnett River could soon become a "dead river" if the Paradise Dam project goes ahead.
Pam Soper, the president of the Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council, says the dam will reduce the flow of water through the Burnett River, which is already showing signs of serious environmental problems.
http://www.abc.net.au/widebay/news/regwid-5jun2003-5.htm 

World Environment day: A Tribute To City-Cleaners: Proud of their job despite the dirt
NSTP, June 5, 2003 -  WHILE Alam Flora's general workers are tasked with the responsibility of keeping the city clean and beautiful, their supervisors and operations executives have other roles to play.
Take Md Isa Duman for example.
As Alam Flora Sdn Bhd's operations executive for Area 5, he is in charge of ensuring that the job is done on time, without missing a spot.
… "There are three different shifts for those who are in charge of cleaning – the 1.30am, 4.30am and 6.30am shift – while the garbage collection is done at 6.30am and 8pm. We need to have different shifts so as not to disturb the city folk." "When there are functions like the New Year"s Eve countdown, Merdeka celebration or other sporting activities, I must ensure that my workers carry out their job efficiently," said Md Isa, who has been working with Alam Flora the past six years.
http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/MM/Thursday/National/20030605103502 


Get ready for Environment Day
Express News Service- Mumbai, June 4: Several activities are being organised in the city to commemorate World Environment Day. 
But the highlight of the day will be the release of the Green Teacher’s Kit designed by the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) to provide a ready reference for those imparting environment consciousness. 
The aim is to enhance the teachers’ aptitude and attitude towards imparting environment education. The Kit will equip them with knowledge on natural history. 
http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=53891 


Major parties launch environmental policies
The Federal Government and the Opposition have both used World Environment Day to launch policies on renewable energy and ozone depletion.
The Government has introduced a bill which extends existing restrictions on the import, export and manufacture of ozone depleting substances.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/justin/nat/newsnat-5jun2003-55.htm

Govt and DU to develop 2,100 acres of forests
Express News Service - New Delhi, June 4: The Eco Task Force of the Territorial Army and Centre for Environment of the Delhi University are rehabilitating 2,100 acres of the Bhatti sanctuary. 
According to a press release, Forest and Wildlife Minister Deep Chand Bandhu on World Environment Day said that the Centre for Environment Management of Delhi University would be developing grasslands in the area. The Territorial Army would plant 10,000 sapplings in about 600 acres. 
To improve the habitat in the wildlife sanctuary, natural regeneration-cum-enrichment planting combined with soil and water conservation will be taken up, the release said. 
http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=53868


New wetland launched on World Environment Day
ABC (Australia), A newly-constructed Lake Macquarie wetland, near Newcastle, is to be launched today, marking World Environment Day.
The New Toronto West Wetland at Awaba Road, near the Keith Barry Oval, has been designed to reduce the amount of sediment flowing into Lake Macquarie through Stoney Creek.
The $360,000 wetland was designed and constructed by Lake Macquarie City Council.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s872520.htm
Kids to scrimp for 5 minutes 
The Nation (Bangkok), Published on Jun 5, 2003 - To mark World Environment Day today, youngsters will be encouraged to save energy by turning a light off for five minutes every day at 8pm for the next five months. 
"We expect up to six million primary students to join in our campaign, which will save Bt50,000 and 240 megawatts over the period," said Chanchai Pinthusen, chairman of the Rabbit in the Moon Foundation.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=2&theme=A&usrsess=1&id=15009
Chola Sheraton to host expo on environment
News Today, June 4, 2003 - India - In an effort towards environment protection and conservation and to mark World Environment Day, Hotel Chola Sheraton is organising an Environment Exhibition at WelcomArt Gallery. 
At the exhibition which would be inaugurated tomorrow, eco-friendly products currently in use in the hotel would be on display like water restrictors and recycled paper. Incidentally, as part of an afforestation drive, 50 saplings would planted at the Institute of Hotel Management, Taramani. 
On 6 June, Kannan, District Environment Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, would inaugurate the Wet Scrubber project (to reduce air pollution while generators are in operation) at the hotel. 
http://newstodaynet.com/04jun/rf9.htm

Temple to worship environment in Baroda
 Ahmedabad, India , June 3, 2003 - In a unique attempt to create environmental awareness, the International Society Of Naturalists has decided to build a temple at Baroda on the occasion of the World Environment Day on June 5. 
The temple will be located in the Motibaug compound of Laxmivilas palace. The special feature of this temple is instead of any idol there will be a collection comprising a variety of scientific journals, books, research papers, theses and magazines on wildlife, conservation and sustainable development. The temple vicinity shall be adorned with different species of flora. 
http://www.ahmedabad.com/news/2k3/june/4temple.htm

Greens moot eco-park on environment day
The Statesman (India - Sudipta Chanda in Siliguri) - June 4. — Rapid degradation of the Himalayas and its foothills is proving a major concern for all and the effects are worst felt in these parts. To save the region from further ruin, environment activists have come up with a unique proposal, which they plan to float tomorrow in keeping with the World Environment Day.
They want the stretch of Himalayas in this region along with the Terai, Dooars and the foothills to be declared as the Kanchanjangha Region International Eco-Tourism Park.
“With Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet sharing the same mountains with India in this region, it has all the ingredients to be declared as an international park,” said the vise president of Association for Conservation and Tourism Mr Supratim Basu.
http://www.thestatesman.net/page.news.php?clid=1&theme=&usrsess=1&id=14638
The drop of life
Give water serious thought, says 
TANUSHREE MUKHERJEE - THE present century is witnessing unprecedented growth and progress of human civilisation. With a clamour for everything that is “bigger”, but not necessarily “better”, there is the compulsion to present things in a “new, improved” avtaar. This culture of consumerism dictates that we consume more of every conceivable resource, even at the cost of sustainability.
Unsustainable consumption and production patterns are degrading our eco-systems and reducing their ability to support humankind. Reversing this trend and achieving sustainability involves an integrated approach towards management of air, water and land resources, one that takes into account socio-economic and environmental needs.
Water has been generating significant concern perhaps because irregularities in its availability can immediately tilt the balance of life. We can ill-afford to ignore the water crisis that has gripped many parts of the world or the dangerous floods that claim hundreds of lives every year in certain other parts. Hence the bid to spread awareness among every section of society on protecting this valuable resource is gradually gaining momentum. Water has become the focus of environmental issues and this, combined with the fact that the year 2003 has been declared the International Year of Freshwater, has led water to become the subject of much discourse.
http://www.thestatesman.net/page.news.php?clid=4&theme=&usrsess=1&id=14659
C'wealth urged to sign Kyoto agreement
The Victorian Government is using World Environment Day to call on the Howard Government to sign the Kyoto agreement.
Victorian Environment Minister John Thwaites says a report commissioned by Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia has found Australia would be $1 billion better off annually if it signed the agreement.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/australia/vic/metvic-5jun2003-2.htm


World Environment Day

Manila Bulletin, Philippines, June 5, 2003 - TWO hundred scientists in 50 countries have identified water shortage as one of the two most worrying problems for the new millennium. The projection is based on the recognition that since 1950, global water use has more than tripled.
http://www.mb.com.ph/news.php?art=33981&sect=3&fname=OE03060433981f.txt 


SAM: Ensure all states protect forests and highlands
The Star, PENANG: The Federal Government has been urged to ensure that all state governments take effective legal measures to protect water catchment forests and highlands in the country.  
Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM) president S.M. Mohamed Idris said that over the past few decades, the environment had been “sacrificed at the altar of economic growth.” 
“More political will is needed to take comprehensive action to conserve natural resources, tackle pollution problems and phase out unsustainable practices and technologies,” he said in a press statement yesterday.   
“Therefore, SAM is calling upon the Government to play a bigger role in safeguarding the environment from further degradation and destruction in conjunction with World Environment Day today.”  
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2003/6/5/nation/ccforest&sec=nation 

Trust demands Tas land-clearing laws 
Thursday, 5 June 2003 - The Tasmanian Conservation Trust is using World Environment Day to call on the State Government to stop the clearing of native vegetation. 
World Environment Day is focusing on water quality this year and the conservation trust says that is directly linked to land clearing. 
The trust's water quality spokesman, Craig Woodfield, says land clearing causes sediment in waterways and plantations use too much water. 
http://www.abc.net.au/tasmania/news/200306/s872352.htm
Greenies urge action on water woes
With water rights firmly on the government's agenda, conservationists called for water reform on World Environment Day in the International Year of Fresh Water.
Prime Minister John Howard has said his government wants to establish property rights for water, and Treasurer Peter Costello believes water rights should be able to be traded.
On Thursday, World Environment Day, conservationists urged the government to focus on fixing the nation's fundamental water woes.
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/National/story_27812.asp 
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/06/05/1054700307916.html 

World Environment Day today 
Daily News (Sri Lanka -by Florence Wickramage) - World Environment Day is celebrated today under the theme "Water- two billion people are dying for it". 
The two-day National celebrations under the theme "Water - the Source of life" is being held at the Vihara Maha Devi Open-air Theatre in Colombo under the partnership of Government, Non-Government and Private Sector institutions. The celebrations organised by the World Environment Day Celebration Network are coordinated by the National Environmental Farmer Network. 
http://www.dailynews.lk/2003/06/05/new15.html


Marginal rise in water level at Opa 
Oherald, India PONDA, JUNE 4 —  Water level at the Opa plant recorded a marginal increase in the past few days, with the level recording 1.29 metres.
According to officials at Opa, the water resource department has begun pumping water from the mining pits at Codli-Dabhal since May 29.
As many as five pumps have been used in the operations, which succeeded in increasing the water level at Opa from 1.19 metres to 1.29 metres.
Despite the slight increase in water level, supply to the talukas of Ponda and Tiswadi continue to be restricted, officials added.
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY: The Nirmal Vishwa will organise a programme on June 5 at the Zareshwar shrine at 8.45 am, to mark the World Environment Day.
Nirmal Vishwa has been working in the area of environment conservation since the past two decades. It has taken up the initiative to organise people’s action group with the immediate programme of green ways, states a press note issued by Nirmal Vishwa chairman K D Sadhale.
http://www.oherald.com/newherald/newsBRN.asp?qId=3018&qSec=BRN&qNType=R

Please crush your PET bottle after use! 
The Hindu Business Line, India P.T. Jyothi Datta, K.R. Srivats, NEW DELHI, June 4 - IT has become increasingly common in the sweltering summer heat to see people pick up bottles of water while on the move. Ever wondered what happens to every single PET bottle in which water is sold, every day, across the entire country? 
For every nonchalant consumer who refuses to crush the water bottle before discarding it - there lurks a threat of the bottle being supplied to the spurious trade or finding its way into your drain - before it gets to a recycling outfit, its rightful place, where the PET bottle could be given a new lease of life. Not a very comforting thought, on yet another World Environment Day (June 5). 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/bline/stories/2003060502540100.htm
http://thehindubusinessline.com/stories/2003060502540100.htm 


Environment workshop for islanders
Fiji's Daily Post, Fiji  Wednesday June 04, 2003 - The importance of protecting our environment and advocating sustainable development cannot be overemphasized. 
Raising concerns on their natural resources, the Beqa Island Tourism Council has called on the Fiji Locally Managed Marine Areas Network (FLMMA) and the Ministry of Tourism to hold a workshop and awareness programme on their island. 
http://www.fijilive.com/news/show/news/2003/06/04/04z3.html 

World Environment award for local volunteers
Port Macquarie News, Australia Wednesday, 4 June 2003 - GLENN Hayes and Colin Campbell are dedicated to the environment.
That dedication has earned them a nomination for a Conservation Volunteers Australia World Environment Day Award, which will be announced tomorrow - on World Environment Day.
The Green Reserve volunteers have worked under National Parks and Wildlife Service supervision in the Macquarie Nature Reserve and in the grounds of Roto House for 18 months.
http://portmacquarie.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=local&category=general%20news&story_id=231989&y=2003&m=6  


Students set to sow the seeds for Environment Day
Maitland (Australia) By Michelle Keogh, Wednesday, 4 June 2003 - Tenambit Public School will make its mark on a worldwide event on Thursday.
The students will be joining in to help celebrate World Environment Day, an event designed to encourage all people to consider how important the environment is to them in their daily lives.
The theme for 2003 is Water – two billion people are dying for it!
http://maitland.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=local&category=environment&story_id=231912&y=2003&m=6 

President vows to protect environment 
Dawn, Pakistan - ISLAMABAD, June 4: President Gen Pervez Musharraf has renewed Pakistan's commitment to protect the planet and preserve its environment. 
"Pakistan joins the international community today in observing the World Environment Day as we renew our commitment to protect the planet and preserve its fragile environment for not only ourselves, but for the benefit of future generations," the president said in a message on World Environment Day being observed globally on June 5. 
"The theme chosen this year, 'water - two billion people are dying for it' is most appropriate, as water is vital for the sustenance of all life on earth," he added. 
http://www.dawn.com/2003/06/05/nat18.htm 
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UN or UNEP in the news


THREE GORGES PROJECT DISCUSSED 
The massive Three Gorges Water Control project has been discussed as part of World Environment Day. The theme of environment day, which is marked in more than 100 countries, was: “Water – two billion people are dying for it.” Since 1950 global water use has more than tripled and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) predicts the number of people living in water-stressed countries will climb from the current 470 million to three billion in 2025. The message behind Environment Day was therefore to call on people to protect one of the most precious resources on the planet. UNEP warns that water problems are caused by mismanagement rather than scarcity. One of the designers on the Three Gorges project, Zheng Shouren, says tens of millions of people on the lower reaches of the Yangtze River will be markedly less threatened by floods when the project is fully operational. Construction began in 1993 and the water in the reservoir is expected to be 175 metres deep by 2009 when the whole project is completed. By 2009 26 power-generating units are also expected to be online. The State Environmental Protection Administration has reported no apparent changes in water quality since the Three Gorges Reservoir started to store water on Sunday.
http://www9.sbs.com.au/theworldnews/articles/2/60820.html 

Dirty water puts two billion people at risk
Daily Times (Pakistan), June 06, 2003 - NAIROBI: The United Nations’ environment agency has expressed concern over the depletion and increasing pollution of underground reservoirs on which two billion people depend for their drinking water and irrigation.
“Developed as well as Third World countries are equally affected by the problem of the diminishing ground water sources,” the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a new report launched on Wednesday to mark the World Environment Day.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_6-6-2003_pg7_50 

World marks environment day ``dying for water''
Utusan Online, June 6, 2003 - OSLO June 5 - Seeking to ease a water crisis threatening a third of humanity, the United Nations marked world environment day on Thursday with calls for governments to double aid to poor countries and for ordinary people to fix leaky taps.
…``If we are to meet the commitments ... the world will have to spend up to $180 billion annually, more than double what is being spent today,'' said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme.
http://www.utusan.com.my/utusan/content.asp?y=2003&dt=0606&pub=Utusan_Express&sec=World&pg=wo_10.htm 

World Economic Forum launches Water Initiative 
The Hindu, June 5, 2003 - Geneva, June 5. (PTI): In a bid to promote "responsibility sharing" in protecting precious water resources, the World Economic Forum today launched a major `Water Initiative' on the occasion of the World Environment Day.
 …Klaus Toepfer, UN Environment Programme Executive Director said water crisis, a conflict causing issue, can be changed into catalyst for collaboration through such an initiative. 
"We must not only increase public awareness about the challenges the world is facing in relation to water, but we must also change the way the water issue is perceived; from being a driver of conflict to being a catalyst for collaboration," Toepfer said. 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/holnus/03051403.htm 

World Environment Day focuses on water 
06 June 2003 - SINGAPORE: The United Nations is marking World environment Day with a focus on water, saying two billion people are dying for it. 
"Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds," UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement marking the world body's annual review of the state of the planet. 
"One person in six lives without regular access to safe drinking water. Over twice that number – 2.4 billion – lack access to adequate sanitation. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,2526236a7693,00.html 

WATER – TWO BILLION PEOPLE ARE DYING FOR IT! 
Press Information Bureau (press release), India , June 05, 2003 (Ahmed Noor Khan) - The World Environment Day (WED) observed on June 5 every year was ratified by the UN General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference on Human Environment. Another resolution adopted by the General Assembly on the same day led to the creation of the United Nations’ Environment Programme (UNEP). WED is one of the principal vehicles through which the UN seeks to create world-wide awareness of environment and conservation.
http://pib.nic.in/feature/feyr2003/fJun2003/f050620031.html 

Groundwater finds raise supply hopes - Villages could have tap water in 3-5 years 
Bangkok Post, June 06, 2003 (Ranjana Wangvipula) - The Environment Ministry is upbeat about recent finds of groundwater in 10,000 villages, raising hope of easing a shortage of clean drinking water.
``In three or five years, every village will have clean tap water for drinking,'' Environment Minister Praphat Panyachartrakhe told a seminar to mark World Environment Day yesterday.
… United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said: ``Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds, and are responsible for 80% of illnesses and deaths in the developing world.''  
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/06Jun2003_news31.html

Clean technology is the road map to sustainable development

Daily Star, June 06, 2003 (Md. Asadullah Khan)  - The "World Environment Day" (June 5) this year has brought mixed messages. There are some good news for the world today: population growth is slowing, life expectancy is rising and the hole in the ozone layer which shields us from ultraviolet rays is expected to shrink. But our climate and biodiversity are in peril and food and water supplies will be precarious. Precisely speaking, from depleted forests to dying reefs, distress signals dot the globe. Even in the U.S., with relatively clean environment, excessive carbon emissions fuel global warming. Reports gleaned from UNEP (United Nation Environmental Protection Agency) sources say that carbon dioxide emissions from the consumption and flaring of fossil fuels rose from 1.48 billion metric tons in 1980 to 1.83 billion metric tons in 2000. Evidently, the U.S. produces more greenhouse gases than any other country -- and by far the most per person. On the other hand, burning of forests to create cropland and unregulated timber harvesting have destroyed more than 15 per cent of the Amazon in only 30 years.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200306/06/n3060609.htm#BODY2 

'Water -- two billion people are dying for it!'
Daily Star, June 06, 2003 (Billy I Ahmed) - World Environment Day, observed each year on 5 June is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action. The World Environment Day theme selected for 2003 is Water -- Two Billion People are Dying for It! The theme calls on each of us to help safeguard the most precious source of life on our planet -- water. This theme has been chosen to support the United Nations International Year of Freshwater, 2003 and World Water Day (22 March). The logo of the International Year of Freshwater has been incorporated in the World Environment Day logo to highlight this important United Nations Year.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200306/06/n3060609.htm#BODY5
World marks Environment Day with focus on water

Daily Star, June 06, 2003 (Reuters, Singapore) - The United Nations marked world environment day on Thursday with a focus on water, saying two billion people were dying for it. 
"Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds," UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said in a statement marking the world body's annual review of the state of the planet.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200306/06/n3060613.htm#BODY8



IFC okays $4-M loan for Mindanao solar power project
By Ted P. Torres) - The Philippine Star 06/06/2003 - The International Finance Corp. (IFC), the private sector investment arm of the World Bank, has approved a $4-million "forgivable" loan for a 950-kilowatt solar photovoltaic power (PV) project in Mindanao. 
IFC said the loan package would come from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), a multilateral source of funding projects in developing countries that contribute to global environmental objectives. 
Countries through institutions like the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), and the World Bank fund the GEF.
http://www.philstar.com/philstar/News200306060720.htm 


Awash with water woes 
Bangkok Post, June 06, 2002 - These are some of the facts about water: Water covers 75% of the Earth's surface. Only 2.5% is fresh water on the surface and underground, and less than 1% of this is accessible for human use.
… Yesterday was World Environment Day, and this year's theme is ``Water _ Two Billion People Are Dying For It''. The United Nations has released a battery of information on the world's water situation to mark the event, including more distressing facts such as those above.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/06Jun2003_news42.html 

World recognizes environment day as U.N. highlights global water crisis
China Post, Taipei - 2003/6/6, BEIRUT, Agencies - Seeking to ease a water crisis threatening a third of humanity, the United Nations marked world environment day on Thursday with calls for governments to double aid to poor countries and for ordinary people to fix leaky taps. 

Under the slogan "Water — two billion people are dying for it!" projects ranged from draining mosquito-infested pools in Kenya to a tasting in Brussels of tap water from around Europe. 
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/detail.asp?ID=38247&GRP=A 

World's water situation still a serious problem: WHO 
The United Nations has given its annual review of the state of the planet on World Environment Day, and this year's focus is squarely on water and the people who suffer and even die because they do not have enough of it.
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/americas/view/41543/1/.html
General environment news

Interviews for WED activities conducted with BBC World (Burma Service) and Voice of America (Hong Kong), The Nation newspaper (Bangkok).  Check with Jane for others.

Ecological report not optimistic - 'Water pollution remains severe'
China yesterday issued its annual report on the state of environment last year, saying the ecological situation was "still not optimistic" even though the total amount of pollution was reduced.
Millions of people in the north face water shortages this summer as the giant but overused Yellow River falls to its lowest level in 50 years. Supplies elsewhere are heavily polluted, environmental officials said yesterday.
More than half the watersheds of China's seven main rivers are contaminated by industrial, farm and household waste.

http://english.eastday.com/epublish/gb/paper1/926/class000100022/hwz140346.htm
Hanging out for the environment
Friday, 6 June 2003 - WORLD Environment Day activities were a huge success in Littleton Gardens and Ayres Walkway yesterday (Thursday), at least until a sudden wind in the early afternoon sent tents tottering, signs grounded and, worst of all for an Environment Day, posters and leaflets flying through the air.
http://bega.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=local&category=general%20news&story_id=232658&y=2003&m=6 

Pressure on water treatment plants
The Star, June 06, 2003 - BY LEONG SHEN-LI  -KUALA LUMPUR: Increasing river pollution has resulted in water treatment plants in Selangor and the Federal Territory having to shut down more frequently, causing more cases of water supply disruption, the Malaysian Water Association said. 
Statistics revealed by the association showed that there were 94 cases of water treatment plants having to shut down in the first four months of this year, with turbidity, or heavy silting, being the reason for 90 of those cases.  
“This is already more than half the total number of shutdowns last year which stood at 175 cases,” said MWA deputy president Tan Sri Rozali Ismail in his paper “Future Direction of Water Management in Malaysia.” 
His paper was read out by Puncak Niaga Holdings Bhd executive director of project and business development Lee Miang Koi at a colloquim “Sustainable Water Management and the Media,” which was organised by the Malaysian Centre for Environmental Communicators in conjunction with World Environment Day yesterday. 
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2003/6/6/nation/lrforum05&sec=nation 


Hand-washing unlikely to push up water bills 
The Straits Times, June 06, 2003 - The amount used for this makes up only 2 per cent of water used each month, says Environment Minister 
By Alexis Hooi - HOUSEHOLD water bills are unlikely to increase, even with the increased washing of hands to keep Singapore Sars-free, Environment Minister Lim Swee Say said yesterday.
… The minister made the points yesterday when he launched six new trails at MacRitchie Reservoir, as part of World Environment Day.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/singapore/story/0,4386,193153,00.html 


Artesian wells to be closed in city, neighbouring areas by year's end  - Part of measures to halt land subsidence 
Bangkok Post, June 06, 2003 (Anchalee Kongrut) - Almost 300,000 artesian wells in and around Bangkok would be closed from the end of this year, said Kasem Chancharoonpong, deputy chief of the Groundwater Department.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/06Jun2003_news29.html
Bid to reduce smoke from agricultural fires 
Bangkok Post, June 06, 2003 (Ranjana Wangvipula) - The Natural Resources and Environment Ministry has prepared guidelines aimed at discouraging farmers from burning agricultural waste, saying thick smoke has led to road accidents and airport problems.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/06Jun2003_news30.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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ENVIRONMENT-MEXICO:
Violence Brewing in Montes Azules Reserve 

Diego Cevallos 

Lacandon Indians in Mexico are threatening to use force to stop other indigenous groups from clearing out land and creating settlements in the Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve. Meanwhile, the government has promised for the umpteenth time to come up with a solution.

MEXICO CITY, Jun 5 (IPS) - Lacandon Indians in Mexico are threatening to use force to stop other indigenous groups from clearing out land and creating settlements in the Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve. 

Meanwhile, the government has promised for the umpteenth time to come up with a solution to the conflict that appears to be on the verge of erupting. 

Since President Vicente Fox took office in December 2000, 10 new settlements have been carved out of the forest in the 331,000 hectare reserve, which forms part of the Lacandona jungle located in the southernmost state of Chiapas on the border with Guatemala. 

There are now a total of 45 settlements with a combined population of 35,000 people. 

An investigation carried out by environment authorities points to an imminent risk of violence between the Lacandon Indians, who number around 1,000, and the settlers, who are mainly indigenous people from other ethnic communities who use the slash-and-burn technique to clear agricultural land in the Lacandona jungle and the Montes Azules reserve. 

For over a decade, Mexican governments have been promising to relocate the settlers and prevent the creation of new villages, but that has not yet happened. 

''There is a time bomb in the Lacandona jungle, and not only there but in all rural areas of Chiapas, where poverty and violence persist,'' Guillermo Trejo, a researcher of social movements at the Centre for Economic Research and Teaching, told IPS. 

Slash-and-burn agriculture and logging activities that destroy the native forest, the clearing of jungle for livestock to graze, and fishing of endangered species are problems created by the new human settlements, which are growing in number despite the creation of a number of negotiating commissions, military patrols, and innumerable government promises. 

Although it covers just a small part of Mexico's territory, what is left of the Lacandona jungle, especially the Montes Azules reserve, is of great importance in terms of biodiversity. 

The isolated jungle region, the main tropical wetlands preserve in North America, is home to 37 percent of Mexico's mammal species, 48 percent of all bird species, and 33 percent of reptile species. 

But the emergence of human settlements and the consequent destruction is driving the Lacandona jungle to its death, warn studies by the Autonomous National University of Mexico. 

Two centuries ago, the tropical Lacandona jungle covered around two million hectares. Today it has shrunk to less than 500,000 hectares. Much of what was once jungle is now an arid, semi- populated landscape. 

In the biosphere reserve, more than 20,000 hectares of forest have already been cleared, and another 20,000 are in the process of being destroyed, according to government estimates. 

''Irregular settlements'' created by indigenous people from surrounding areas, who are mainly sympathisers of the Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN), anger the Lacandon Indians, who were made the legal owners and guardians of most of the jungle by means of a 1972 presidential decree. 

The Lacandon Indians threatened last month to drive out the new settlers, who they accuse of destroying the jungle. The group also complained that the Fox administration has done nothing to resolve the situation. 

Trejo said that negotiating a peace agreement with the EZLN is basic to coming up with a solution to the problem of irregular settlements in the jungles of Chiapas. 

Peace talks between the government of Ernesto Zedillo (1994- 2000) and the Zapatistas, a mainly indigenous rebel group that rose up in arms in January 1994 demanding true democracy and respect for the rights of Indians, broke down in 1996. 

But the EZLN refuses to return to the negotiating table, despite the fact that Fox met many of the group's sdemands, such as closing army garrisons in Chiapas, which had been heavily militarised by the Zedillo government, and securing the release of imprisoned guerrillas and Zapatista sympathisers. 

The EZLN says it will only agree to peace talks again when a law on indigenous rights is enacted in its original form, rather than the amended version that was passed by Congress in 2001. In the meantime, the poorly-armed insurgent group remains in the remote mountains of Chiapas, without attacking or being attacked, thanks to an amnesty in effect since 1994. 

Indigenous people clearing out land for crops and pastures in the Lacandona jungle and the Montes Azules reserve say they are fleeing poverty, violence and a lack of land. 

But the creation of human settlements in the jungle is just one aspect of a complex social situation in Chiapas, which requires special efforts that the Fox administration does not appear to be making, said Trejo. 

Since 2001, authorities have been offering to solve the problem in Montes Azules through dialogue with the settlers and the Lacandon Indians. But nothing has yet come of that. 

In December, 27 families of Chole Indians were peacefully evicted by authorities on the promise that they would be given land elsewhere. But after spending five months in government shelters, the families, tired of waiting to be resettled, began to seek land on their own in late May. 

The Chiapas state government estimates that around 100 million dollars are needed to relocate the settlers -- funds that it does not have. 

The Rural Association of Collective Interest, which represents 12 of the irregular settlements that have cropped up in the Montes Azules reserve in the past few years, warned that it would not accept any relocation programme, and that on the contrary it would seek legal status for the villages. 

The group's spokesman, Mario Hernández, warned that the residents of the new villages were prepared to resist eventual police attempts to evict them. 

Nevertheless, Secretary of the Interior Santiago Creel insists that there is no imminent risk of violence in Montes Azules -- even though members of the Lacandon indigenous community and settlers have both threatened to use force if necessary. 

As other officials have done in the past, Creel once more repeated that the conflict would be resolved through dialogue and cooperation among the parties involved. 

But until an effective channel for dialogue is created, the Lacandona jungle and Montes Azules reserve continue to be destroyed, and violence may break out at any moment. (END)

· Montes Azules Reserve
· World Environment Day - IPS 
· ENVIRONMENT:
Community Nurtures Puerto Rican Forests 

Carmelo Ruiz-Marrero 


SAN JUAN, Jun 5 (IPS) - The government of this Caribbean island is widely perceived to be doing nothing to protect the environment, especially its forests and other green areas. 

But people throughout Puerto Rico are taking matters into their own hands to create community forests of their own. Two of the most successful examples of these grassroots initiatives are the People's Forest and the Corretjer Forest. 

The People's Forest, in the mountain town of Adjuntas, is run by Casa Pueblo, a grassroots organisation born of the successful struggle against strip mining that lasted from the 1960s to the early 1990s. 

After a citizens' pressure campaign, more than 700 acres of the area slated for the mining was declared a state forest in 1996. Now called the People's Forest, it is run by Casa Pueblo in a one-of-kind arrangement with the Puerto Rico Natural Resources Department. 

The facilities include hiking paths, recreational areas designed by Adjuntas schoolchildren and a natural auditorium carved out of the side of a mountain. The forest also boasts an agro-forestry project where children and adults plant trees, including rare, endangered and forgotten species, as well as fruit trees. 

In 2002, Casa Pueblo Director Alexis Massol-González received the prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize. When he was notified by telephone he did not believe it at first. ”I had never heard of the Goldman Prize, so I thought it was a joke,” he recalls with a laugh. 

”I told them that I don't work for money or awards, and they told me, 'That's why you earned it'.” 

The Goldman Prize is awarded annually to six people from around the world and includes 125,000 U.S. dollars. 

The award greatly increased Casa Pueblo's local and international prestige and profile and it has since formed conservation partnerships with the University of Puerto Rico and the U.S.-based Smithsonian Institution. 

Scientists from the Smithsonian have held workshops at the People's Forest to teach Casa Pueblo volunteers, local environmentalists and graduate biology students how to monitor wildlife, carry out biodiversity surveys and to use new technologies like global positioning systems (GPS) and geographic information systems (GIS) in their conservation work. 

Activists complain that the government has failed to live up to its commitments to help manage the Forest, but that does not discourage Massol-Gonzalez. ”There is no room for pessimism or cynicism in Casa Pueblo,'' he told IPS. ”We are people of hope, because through our activism we have learned that Puerto Rico's problems can be solved.” 

Northeast of Adjuntas is the rural town of Ciales, home to a community forest named after one of Puerto Rico's most renowned poets: Juan Antonio Corretjer, who died in 1985. 

The Forest is located at one of the most picturesque areas of the Encantado River, one of Corretjer's favourite sources of solace and inspiration. 

Towards the end of his life the poet voiced concern about the destruction of Ciales' forests and their replacement by pesticide-intensive monoculture plantations. 

In the 1980s, coffee grower Tato Rodríguez, a friend of Corretjer, began having second thoughts about using pesticides. 

”Bird populations dwindled because of deforestation and chemical use,” said Rodríguez in an interview. ”Later the butterflies disappeared, and I even saw lizards die because of insecticides.” 

Guided by Corretjer's poetry as well as by concepts of ecological agriculture and environmental protection, Rodríguez and volunteers of the Casa Corretjer Cultural Center founded the 160-acre Corretjer Forest. 

The area is an abandoned, weed-infested coffee farm that is being slowly cleared and repopulated with trees mentioned in Corretjer's poems, as well as numerous endemic species. ”We plant trees that provide lumber and also trees that give fruit,” says Rodríguez. 

The custodians of the Forest want to steer clear of the tree plantation model, and aim instead to create a complex, healthy and productive ecosystem that will provide jobs and food, and serve as a resource for eco-tourism. 

Since starting the reforestation project and ending pesticide use in the Corretjer, long-gone birds and insect pollinators have started to return. ”Even the bees are back!” said Rodriguez. 

”The sanpedritos, which are like miniature parrots and only live in caves, had left for the mountains. But since we stopped using agrochemicals, they're back. And we're also beginning to hear owls at night again.” 

The Corretjer Forest has a strong educational component. Since last year, hundreds of school students from across Puerto Rico have visited, to learn both about ecology and Corretjer's poetry. And all of its trees are planted by children. 

”We prepared educational modules inspired by Corretjer and the landscape that motivated him to write poems,” said Casa Corretjer volunteer Marta Nuñez. 

She emphasises the cultural importance of this ecological project. ”We are retaking the folklore that we are losing and is not taught in schools. It is beautiful to see first grade boys and girls, the tenderness with which they plant trees and touch their roots.” (END/2003)

· ENVIRONMENT:
Paraguay's Forests in Danger of Vanishing 

Alejandro Sciscioli 


ASUNCION, Jun 4 (IPS) - Native forests have virtually disappeared in eastern Paraguay due to the advance of the agricultural frontier and indiscriminate logging by large landowners and landless peasants. 

The phenomenon is now threatening jungles in the west as well. 

Over the last 30 years or so, deforestation has become a growing problem in this land-locked Southern Cone nation, aggravated by erroneous development policies, the failure to address social demands, corruption, and weak enforcement and oversight by authorities, agricultural engineer Carlos Tallone told IPS. 

The problem began in eastern Paraguay in the 1970s, ''when immigrants from southern Brazil moved across the border to Paraguay, where they mainly dedicated themselves to agriculture,'' he explained. 

With financing from the Paraguayan government, the new settlers bought up large tracts of land at low prices in the southeastern department of Alto Paraná, along the Brazilian border, and began to clear the forest to grow crops, mainly soybeans, selling the timber at ridiculously low prices, said Tallone. 

After the dictatorship of Gen. Alfredo Stroessner (1954-1989) collapsed, forests began to be chopped down in the east as well, where groups of landless peasants starting occupying property owned by large landholders. 

The landless farmers moved into forested areas, where they felled the trees and sold the timber, which was smuggled over the border into Brazil. 

But ''to prevent invasions of their property, the landowners decided to cut down the forests themselves,'' he said. 

When deforestation began in the eastern part of this country of six million, there was no official registry of forested areas. But private sector sources estimate that more than 65 percent of the eastern region's 16 million hectares were covered by virgin forest. 

The most abundant native species of trees were palo santo (Bulnesia sarmientoi) and quebracho (Schinopsis quebracho). 

The area covered by virgin forest has drastically shrunk, to just 619,000 hectares -- four percent of the estimated total of 30 years ago, when the logging began, according to data provided by the Forestry Service, which answers to the Ministry of Agriculture. 

''But a third front of deforestation is opening up now,'' Tallone noted. 

Ranchers, who also took part in clearing the forests in the eastern region, to create pastureland, are now moving to western Paraguay, fleeing a growing wave of cattle rustling that has caused them serious losses, he said. 

Ranchers ''are clearing the forests in the western region at a rate of around 100,000 hectares a year,'' said the agronomist. 

Of the 24 million-hectare western region, 15 million hectares are covered by woodland, including more than nine million that are timber-productive forests, which means they are fit for logging, the official statistics indicate. 

A mining engineer from the United States, Tod Spargo, who has lived in Paraguay since 1975, is seeking financing for a sustainable forestry project in the western part of the country. 

Spargo first came to this South American country to direct a search for uranium, and marvelled at the immense stretches of nearly untouched forest as he flew over the jungle as part of his work. 

Since then, he has carried out research on various native species of trees and their rates of growth, and has designed a project for which financing is now being sought. 

''The idea behind the plan is to demonstrate that the native forests can be preserved, in equal or better conditions than those existing'' before they began to be exploited, Spargo said in a conversation with IPS. 

The first stage of the project will be implemented on 17,000 hectares located in the northwestern department of Boquerón, which will be divided into five production units. Trees would be cut on each subdivision in a rotating pattern, for periods of one year, and would be left untouched for four years. 

''The most important part of the plan is that it has been scientifically determined that only those trees with a diametre larger than 36 cms can be cut,'' said Spargo. 

''Cutting one tree per hectare a year would allow daily production of four cubic metres of top-quality boards,'' he pointed out. 

The main species involved in the project are the palo santo (Bulnesia sarmientoi), white quebracho (Aspidorsperma quebracho-blanco), coronillo (Scutia buxifolia), palo blanco (Calycophyllum multiflorum), red quebracho (Schinopsis quebracho-colorado), guayacan (Caesalpinia paraguariensis) and algarrobo negro (Prosopis nigra). 

''For each tree felled, six seeds of the same species will be planted,'' said Spargo. ''That way we will ensure that the logging operation is economically profitable as well as ecologically sustainable.'' 

Agronomist Damiana Mann, a technical adviser to the Forestry Service, said the biggest danger to Paraguay's native forests is the change in the use of land -- cutting down trees to clear land for agricultural purposes. 

''The owners of land with forest cover see woodland as unproductive, which means they need incentives from the government to preserve and manage their forests,'' Mann remarked to IPS. 

Paraguay's legislation authorises the clearing of woodland except in protected wilderness areas, or along rivers to prevent erosion and the clogging of riverbeds. 

There are 18 protected areas in Paraguay, including 10 national parks, with a total combined surface area of nearly 1.5 million hectares. Fifteen of the reserves are in the east, covering a total of 358,000 hectares. The other three are in the west, and are comprised of approximately 1.1 million hectares. 

Mann said the Forestry Service was drafting two bills, aimed at curbing the clearing of woodland for agricultural purposes, and promoting reforestation with native or exotic species. 

Paraguay's current reforestation law provides for an incentive equivalent to 75 percent of the costs of planting and the first three years of maintenance. But the Forestry Service is behind in its payments of the bonus due to a lack of funds. 

''We are also working on creating a Forestry Fund that would draw money from various areas and cover the costs of reforestation,'' she added. 

Mann underscored the excellent quality of Paraguayan soil for reforestation activities, and pointed out that those who are involved in planting forests use mainly native species. 

The Environment Secretariat's director of strategic planning, Jorge Coronel, said deforestation has a direct impact on the quality of water resources, ''because there is greater build-up of sediment in rivers and streams.'' 

''When it rains, the soil does not absorb the water'' if the trees have been cut down, and ''the soil is thus impoverished as sediment is washed away,'' he explained. 

In addition, since rainwater runs off the land more quickly without vegetation to deter it, the water is not absorbed, and the groundwater reserves are also reduced, said Coronel. 

(END/2003)

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Still no conclusions about existence of Iraq’s weapons, Blix tells Security Council

*
UN agencies report improved security in Iraq, but concerns remain

*
Security Council demands immediate release of UN hostages in Georgia

*
Sierra Leone: prosecutor of UN-backed court disappointed Taylor evades arrest

*
Security Council ends ban on import of Sierra Leone rough diamonds

*
Annan appeals for fresh thinking, renewed financing to solve world’s water crisis

*
World’s groundwater supplies under siege, urgent action needed – UN report

*
Afghanistan: UN-backed campaign to vaccinate 5 million children against measles

*
UN aviation agency develops measures to prevent SARS spread at airports


*
Kosovo: UN envoy announces cash reward for leads to Serb family’s murderers

*
General Assembly committee approves $2.17 billion peacekeeping budget

* * * *

Iraq: inspections

5 June – The top United Nations weapons inspector for Iraq warned today against jumping to the conclusion that weapons of mass destruction existed just because they were unaccounted for, but cautioned also against concluding that such programmes had ended in cases where the previous regime had not accounted for them.

“I trust that in the new environment in Iraq, in which there is full access and cooperation, and in which knowledgeable witnesses should no longer be inhibited to reveal what they know, it should be possible to establish the truth we all want to know,” Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), told the Security Council in an open briefing.

Presenting UNMOVIC’s thirteenth quarterly report, Mr. Blix stressed that the Commission, which worked in Iraq from November up to the eve of hostilities on 19 March, had found no evidence of the continuation or resumption of programmes of weapons of mass destruction or significant quantities of proscribed items, such as biological or chemical ingredients.

“As I have noted before, this does not necessarily mean that such items could not exist,” he said. “They might – there remain long lists of items unaccounted for – but it is not justified to jump to the conclusion that something exists just because it is unaccounted for.”

On the other hand, noting that the long list of proscribed items unaccounted for had not been shortened by inspections or Iraqi explanations, Mr. Blix said it was the Iraqis’ task to present unaccounted items if they existed, or provide the evidence that they did not.

“If – for whatever reason – this is not done, the international community cannot have confidence that past programmes or any remaining parts of them have been terminated,” he added.

On the issue of mobile laboratories for banned weapons, which forces from the United States say they have now found, Mr. Blix said neither the information the Iraqis had presented nor the pictures they had provided matched descriptions recently made available to the Commission as well as to the media by the United States.

“At UNMOVIC we cannot, of course, make a proper evaluation of the depicted vehicles on the basis of published material alone,” he added.

Mr. Blix, who retires from his post this month, said UNMOVIC remained ready to resume work in Iraq as an independent verifier or to conduct long-term monitoring, should the Council so decide. The United States has said it sees no immediate role for UN inspectors.

“The core expertise and experience available within UNMOVIC remain a valuable asset, which the Security Council could use where the services of an independent body would be required for verification or monitoring,” he noted. “This might be of particular value in the field of biological weapons and missiles for which there exists no international verification organization.”

After the meeting, the President of the 15-nation body, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation, said members paid tribute to Mr. Blix for his leadership and dedication in guiding the work of UNMOVIC in pursuit of the disarmament of Iraq.

Council members “expressed their sincere gratitude to Dr. Hans Blix for his service, and appreciation for the efforts undertaken by him and his team to implement the mandate of UNMOVIC in accordance with the Security Council’s resolutions,” he said in a press statement.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian


5 June – United Nations relief agencies in Iraq, which have long been alarmed at the lawlessness hampering their activities, today reported “a significant improvement,” but still warned that public security remained a top concern.


“All information received reported a significant improvement of public security and decrease of night shooting,” Veronique Taveau, spokesperson for the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, told a briefing in Baghdad. “A great number of weapons and ammunition is seized every day.  The number of Iraqi police stations is increasing.”

But, she added: “Even though more shops remain open late, security remains on top of our concerns, more and more Iraqi people keep firearms in their homes and shops. Crime rate is still high and pressures of fundamentalist Islamic groups are reported growing dramatically in Baghdad.”

Meanwhile, the top UN envoy in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, continued his “familiarization” meetings to define the world body’s role in the country’s reconstruction.

Today, on his third full day in Baghdad, Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, met informally with a group of 15 Iraqi professionals, including lawyers, judges, journalists, economists, human rights advocators, from various background including Sunnis and Shiites, Kurds and Christians.

Members of the group emphasized their desire to see the UN assisting Iraq in a number of areas such as the political process leading to a representative government; reconstruction; rehabilitation of the infrastructure; provisions of food supplies and other humanitarian services; the amelioration of standards of living throughout the country; the issue of gender equality; and improving conditions for youth.  They also stressed the need for justice and reform of the judicial system.

Briefing them on the Security Council resolution that established his mandate, Mr. Vieira de Mello stressed that the UN role is to help the Iraqi people participate effectively in rebuilding their country. He particularly emphasized the promotion of human rights and the role of women in promoting peace, unity, stability and justice.

He further explained that decision-making rested with the United States-run provisional Authority, and offered to convey the concerns of the Iraqis to the US Civilian Administrator, Paul Bremer, with whom he later met.

 On the humanitarian front, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is working with Iraq’s Civil Defence Organization (CDO) to deal with tens of thousands of unexploded ordinance (UXOs) – coalition cluster bombs dropped during the war and Iraqi munitions stored in public places such as schools – which have already killed or injured hundreds of children around the country.

A single hospital, Al-Noor General in Al-Sho'la district, has treated well over 60 children who have been seriously injured or killed by UXOs since the end of the war, their injuries ranging from severe burns to the face, hands and bodies, to amputations and gaping stomach and face wounds, spokesman Geoffrey Keele said. 

UNICEF and CDO have devised a rapid assessment procedure for identifying areas contaminated by UXOs and munitions, finding contaminated sites all over Baghdad's 24 civil defence districts in its initial run. The US military is to send teams to clear contaminated areas.

For its part, the World Food Programme (WFP) reported that food distribution was proceeding smoothly since resuming on 1 June. WFP has brought in about 440,000 tons to replenish the food distribution system – enough to feed the whole Iraqi population for one month. The actual distribution is carried out by thousands of Iraqi food agents.

* * *

Georgia

5 June – The United Nations Security Council today demanded the immediate, unconditional release of four personnel from the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) taken hostage earlier in the day by unknown armed elements.

The incident occurred when a joint UN Mission and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) peacekeeping force were patrolling in the upper Kodori valley, scene of previous clashes in the Georgia-Abkhazia conflict.

The CIS soldiers were released shortly thereafter but the UN personnel – two military observers, a paramedic and a local interpreter – are still in the hands of the hostage-takers.

They managed to report by radio that they were unharmed, a UN spokesman said in New York.

“We are very concerned at this incident,” the Council President for June, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation, told reporters after a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi. “The members of the Council support what the [UN] Secretariat is doing and we join in the demand to release hostages immediately without any conditions.”

The UN Mission is in contact with the Georgian authorities, who have the prime responsibility for the security of UN staff, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said. The representative of the Georgian President for the Kodori valley had flown into the valley to establish contact with the hostage-takers, he added. The UN is also in contact with the Abkhaz authorities and the leadership of the CIS peacekeeping force.
* * *

Sierra Leone

5 June – Voicing disappointment at the international community for letting Liberian President Charles Taylor evade arrest while in Ghana, the prosecutor of the United Nations-backed tribunal that indicted him for war crimes in Sierra Leone vowed today to continue the fight until the fugitive leader was brought to justice.

In Freetown, David Crane, Chief Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, said the fight to bring President Taylor to justice has just begun and “will not end until the people of Sierra Leone and West Africa see him in a courtroom.”

The Court announced yesterday that it had indicted Mr. Taylor for war crimes and issued an international warrant for his arrest as he was in Ghana attending peace talks with opposition forces. Inside the conference hall, Mr. Taylor told delegates he would step down if he is seen as an obstacle to peace in Liberia. He did not mention the Sierra Leone indictment. According to Mr. Crane, after the charges were made public, Mr. Taylor fled the conference to return to Liberia as a fugitive.

“Taylor is now an indicted war criminal and a fugitive,” the Chief Prosecutor said, stressing that the arrest warrant was still outstanding and that any nation that finds the Liberian President within its borders is legally bound to execute it. “All States are on notice that they cannot provide him safe harbour,” he said.

Mr. Taylor is charged with “bearing the greatest responsibility” for war crimes, crimes against humanity and serious violations of international humanitarian law” in Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996, the height of that country’s brutal 10-year civil war. The indictment had been judicially approved on 7 March but had been sealed until yesterday.

Mr. Crane said that by failing to arrest Mr. Taylor, the international community had missed an important opportunity to live up to its promise to help the people of Sierra Leone and West Africa achieve true peace and reconciliation. “Instead of providing a strong message about accountability, they provided weak excuses,” he said.

“Now is the time for leadership,” he said, calling on the UN Security Council, the African Union (AU), the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the International Contact Group for Liberia to take action to bring Mr. Taylor to justice. “Either we stand up to impunity or we don’t.”

Meanwhile, a UN spokesman in New York said Secretary-General Kofi Annan continues to support the work of the Special Court. “He also continues to attach great importance to the peace process in Liberia, since that country’s problems can only be solved through political means,” Fred Eckhard said.

“The coincidence yesterday of the indictment of President Taylor by the Special Court as a high-level political effort was under way in Ghana was unfortunate, but illustrates the tension sometimes between the imperatives of justice and peace,” the spokesman said.

In other news from the Court, indictee Ibrahim “Bazzy” Kamara pleaded “not guilty” yesterday to 17 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity levelled against him, at a hearing in the town of Bonthe, off Sierra Leone’s coast. The charges against Mr. Kamara – the alleged commander of a military junta that came to power in May 1997 but which was overthrown nine months later – include terrorizing civilians, use of child soldiers, sexual violence and attacks on UN personnel.
* * *

Sierra Leone

5 June – Citing the Government of Sierra Leone’s increased efforts to control its diamond mining areas and industry, the United Nations Security Council today dropped its ban on precious stones from the West African country imposed in a bid to prevent illicitly traded rough diamonds being used to finance armed conflict.

The Council's President for June, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation, also cited Sierra Leone’s full participation in the Kimberley Process as among the reasons the 15-nation body agreed not to renew the three-year old embargo, which expired at midnight yesterday.

The Kimberley Process is a negotiating procedure to establish minimum acceptable international standards for national certification covering the import and export of rough diamonds. It also includes participation by the European Community and countries that produce and trade in the stones, industry representatives and civil society.

“Members of the Council commended the Government’s efforts to strengthen and improve their management of the diamond industry,” Ambassador Lavrov said in a press statement, adding that they encouraged Freetown to continue these efforts and to work closely with UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in ensuring the security of the diamond mining areas.

He stressed that Council members agreed to continue to pay close attention to the diamond sector of Sierra Leone because of its importance to the future stability and security of the country.

* * *

World Environment Day

4 June – With water-related diseases killing a child every eight seconds and 2.4 billion people lacking adequate sanitation, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan appealed today for innovative ideas and redoubled financing to help “2 billion of our fellow human beings, who are dying for want of water and sanitation.” 

“What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking. We need to learn how to value water,” Mr. Annan said in a message marking World Environment Day, which this year highlights the centrality of water to human survival and sustainable development under the theme “Water: Two Billion People Are Dying for It!” 

He stressed that water-related diseases are responsible for 80 per cent of  illnesses and deaths in the developing world – “a situation made all the more tragic by our long-standing knowledge that these diseases are easily preventable.”

Gains achieved through increased provision of water services in the developing world during the past 20 years have largely been cancelled out by population growth and many parts of the world now face the spectre of water scarcity because of climate change, pollution and over-consumption, Mr. Annan noted.

“Our challenge,” he declared, “is to provide water services to all, especially the poor; to maximize water productivity, especially in agriculture, which accounts for the lion’s share of global water use yet is often inefficient in many of its routine water-using practices; and to ensure that rivers and groundwater aquifers that are shared between two or more countries are equitably and harmoniously managed.”

Fresh thinking might mean making users pay a realistic price for water, though it must never mean depriving already marginalized people, he said, adding: “It is one of the crueller ironies of today’s world water situation that those with the lowest income generally pay the most for their water.”

It also means finding practical solutions to ensure the reliable and equitable supply of water through, for instance, the simple and cheap process of rainwater harvesting, which could help up to 2 billion people in Asia alone.  End-of-pipe water purification and public health education about basic hygiene practices would also go a long way towards alleviating the global disease burden caused by dirty water, he said.

But, he cautioned, “Providing adequate sanitation and sustainable freshwater supplies will also require significant new investment in infrastructure and technology.  To meet the agreed targets, it is estimated that annual spending on safe drinking water and sanitation will have to more than double.”

* * *

World Environment Day

5 June – Over-exploited aquifiers, falling water tables and seawater contamination are threatening the world's natural underground reservoirs upon which 2 billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, according to a new United Nations report issued today to mark World Environment Day.

In a “wake up call” to conserve this “hidden natural resource,” the report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) urges action to better manage the globe's groundwaters as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll.

Entitled “Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation: A global assessment of the problem and options for management,” the report concedes, however, that many potential remedies are politically and socially difficult unless long-term goals are adopted. It urges water agencies and government water departments to manage groundwaters in tandem with rivers, lakes and reservoirs in an Integrated Water Management approach.

"Some 2 billion people and as much as 40 per cent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, said in Beirut, chosen as focal point for this year’s observance. “Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Indeed, most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground.”

The report cites numerous cases from across the world to highlight the global threat. In the United States, 400 million cubic metres of groundwater in Arizona are being removed annually, about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall.

In Mexico, the number of aquifers considered over-exploited jumped to nearly 130 by the 1990s, up from 32 in 1975. Impacts include contamination by salt as seawater seeps in to replace the freshwater loss and contamination from the surface caused by pumping.

In Spain, more than half the nearly 100 aquifers are over-exploited. In the Segura River Basin the ratio of groundwater storage depletion to available renewable water resources increased from less than 20 per cent in the mid-1980s to 130 per cent by 1995.

Ironically, some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding, known as waterlogging, because of a heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground.

The UN's Millennium Development Goals, aimed at halving world poverty by 2015, and the water component of the World Summit on Sustainable Development's (WSSD) Plan of Implementation will be almost impossible to achieve without improvements in water efficiency in agriculture, industry and households, which should in turn conserve freshwaters above and below ground, the report says.

* * *

Afghanistan

5 June – The Afghan Government, with support from two United Nations agencies, today launched a countrywide, month-long campaign to vaccinate 5 million children against measles.

The campaign – backed by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) – will administer the measles vaccine to children between the ages of 9 months and 5 years, an age bracket that has the highest risk of measles mortality.

Part of a sustained national strategy that includes improved routine immunizations and surveillance, the month-long campaign is designed to curb measles, the most preventable cause of death among children in Afghanistan, UNICEF said.

“We know that 46 per cent of vaccine-preventable childhood deaths are attributable to measles,” said UNICEF Afghanistan Country Office Representative Sharad Sapra. “What we are seeing today, with the second chance for measles immunization that Afghanistan has created, is the dedication of Afghanistan’s leadership to giving a healthier future for the children of that nation.”

Some children will receive the vaccine for the first time, while many others were already covered in last year’s campaign that vaccinated more than 10 million children, UNICEF said. The 2002 campaign achieved 94 per cent coverage among children aged 6 months to 12 years, saving approximately 30,000 lives.

Meanwhile, the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said there was another rocket attack three days ago on a deminer’s camp along the Kabul to Kandahar road. The rocket landed a few metres from the parking lot, with no injuries or damage to the camp.

* * *

SARS

5 June – The United Nations civil aviation agency has developed a set of protective measures to screen passengers at international airports for Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in an effort to stop the disease from spreading further.

The Montreal-based International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) said yesterday that the measures consist of specific procedures for screening passengers, as well as airport workers, at departure and on arrival. They also provide all passengers with guidance on handling of suspected cases on board.

“I am particularly pleased with the speed in which these anti-SARS protective measures were developed, through exemplary cooperation among all key players and with the critical start-up support of Singapore,” said the President of the ICAO Council, Assad Kotaite. “These measures can become a valuable model for dealing effectively with other contagious diseases that may emerge in the future.”

Based on guidelines issued by the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the set of measures and the evaluation criteria were finalized during a meeting held in Singapore from 2 to 4 June.

Singapore contributed to the establishment of the programme designed primarily for international airports in affected areas. Although Singapore was lifted from the WHO list of SARS-affected areas at the end of last month, the country’s Changi Airport will be the first airport to be evaluated under the programme.

ICAO said it would, upon request, make available a team of experts to evaluate the implementation by airports of the recommended measures. If the evaluation confirms that an airport has taken all necessary steps to protect against SARS, a “Statement of Evaluation” will be issued, certifying that the airport fully complies with the recommended SARS protective measures.

Kosovo


5 June – The top United Nations official in Kosovo today announced a €50,000 (euro) reward to anyone who can provide information leading to the arrest and conviction of those responsible for the murder of three members of a Serb family in Obilic.

“Anyone with information is encouraged to call an untraceable international telephone number to be released shortly by the police,” Michael Steiner, chief of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), said.

The telephone would be manned “24 hours a day,” Mr. Steiner said, who reassured any prospective callers that their identities would be held in strict confidence.

The killing yesterday of three members of the Stolic family was a “heinous crime” directed against the efforts to create a multi-ethnic Kosovo, Mr. Steiner stated after rushing that same day to Obilic, a few kilometres outside Kosovo’s capital of Pristina.

General Assembly

5 June – As the fiscal year for United Nations peacekeeping operations heads to a close, the world body’s administrative and budgetary committee has approved some $2.17 billion to finance 11 active peacekeeping missions for the next 12 months.

The General Assembly’s Fifth Committee approved the Organization’s 2003-2004 peacekeeping budget yesterday as it concluded its second resumed session. The $2.17 billion includes some $70.29 million for the maintenance of the peacekeeping support account, and $21.51 million for the UN Logistics Base (UNLB) in Brindisi, Italy, which is the staging area for most operations.
Compared with the appropriation of some $2.6 billion for the current period, the new peacekeeping budget represents a reduction of some $430 million, mostly due to the closing of the UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) and downsizing of the Organization’s operations in Kosovo, Timor-Leste, Sierra Leone and Lebanon.

As the financial year of peacekeeping operations runs from 1 July to 30 June, the Committee customarily devotes its late spring session to assessing their budgetary and administrative needs. Most of the 33 draft resolutions and decisions approved yesterday centred on budgets of individual missions, disposition of the assets of missions in liquidation, and strategic deployment stocks.

One of the most important aspects of the UN peacekeeping budget is the financing of the support account, established in order to allow the UN Secretariat to plan and deploy peacekeeping operations in a coordinated manner. The account is financed through assessments on all active missions, according to their size, as is the Logistics Base.

By a draft resolution approved today, the Assembly, recognizing the importance of the Organization’s ability to respond quickly to conflict situations and deploy peacekeeping operations within 30 to 90 days upon their authorization by the Security Council, would approve the support account requirements for the coming year in the amount of some $70.29 million.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Blix

           A short while ago, Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection

     Commission (UNMOVIC), gave what he said was likely to be his last briefing to the Security Council.

           He presented Council members UNMOVIC’s latest quarterly report.  While stating that the report spoke for

     itself, he highlighted some points.

           During the inspection process, UNMOVIC did not at any time find evidence of the continuation or resumption

     of programmes of weapons of mass destruction or significant quantities of proscribed items, he said.  He added that

     this did not mean such items did not exist and that it was not justified to jump to the conclusion that something did

     exist just because it is unaccounted for.

           Blix also noted that neither UNMOVIC nor its predecessor UNSCOM had made any significant finds of

     weapons.  “The lack of finds”, he said, “could be because the items were unilaterally destroyed by the Iraqi authorities

     or else because they were effectively concealed by them”.  In Iraq’s new environment, the UNMOVIC Executive

     Chairman added, where there is full access and cooperation, it should be possible to establish the truth we all want to

     know.

           The Council has now moved into closed consultations, and we expect Blix to be available for your questions at

     the Security Council stake-out afterwards.

           **Vieira de Mello

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, today met informally with

     a group of Iraqi professionals at UN Headquarters in Baghdad, to listen to their views about the current situation in Iraq

     and what role they envisaged the UN playing in this new era.

           The group comprised lawyers, judges, journalists, economists, human rights advocates, and other

     professionals, and came from various backgrounds, including Sunnis and Shiites, Kurds, and Christians.  There was a

     total of 15, including 3 women.

           Speakers from the group emphasized their desire to see the UN assisting Iraq in a number of areas including

     political, humanitarian and reconstruction work.

           Vieira de Mello briefed the participants about the Security Council and the role of the UN and its limitations

     and ambiguities in this regard.  He emphasized that the role of the UN is to assist the Iraqi people to participate

     effectively in the rebuilding of their country and made it clear that he places particular emphasis on the promotion of

     human rights and the role of women in promoting peace, unity, stability and justice.

           He further explained that the power of decision making rests with the “Authority”, and he offered to convey the

     concerns of the Iraqis to the “Civilian Administrator”.

           Earlier in the day, he was briefed on the security situation throughout Iraq by a US military delegation.

           In the afternoon, Vieira de Mello met with Paul Bremer, the Civilian Provisional Administrator of Iraq, and John

     Sawers, the United Kingdom Special Representative, at the Office of Mr. Bremer.

           A full round-up of Vieira de Mello’s activities today is available upstairs.

           **Iraq

           On the humanitarian front in Iraq, the UN Children’s Fund is working with the Iraqi Civil Defence Organization

     on the issue of Unexploded Ordnance, better known as UXOs.  Already, hundreds of children around the country have

     been seriously injured or killed by cluster bombs dropped during the war or by munitions stored by Iraqi soldiers in

     public places, such as schools.

           One Baghdad hospital has seen well over 60 children seriously injured or killed by UXOs since the end of the

     war.  The Civil Defence Organization has mounted a public information campaign in schools, mosques, markets and

     other public areas to urge children, and adults to stay away from UXOs.   

           Meanwhile, the Baghdad municipality has entrusted the UN Development Programme with the rehabilitation

     and maintenance of 50 sewage-pumping stations.  Due to the lack of maintenance during the past four months as well

     as the accumulation of garbage and solid waste through the manholes, more than 25 major clogging incidents have

     been reported.

           We have available upstairs the notes from the Baghdad briefing, which also include an update on refugees and

     internally displaced persons by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

           **Georgia

           Today in Georgia at about 9 a.m. local time, a joint UN Mission and the Commonwealth of Independent States

     (CIS) peacekeeping force patrolling in the upper Kodori valley was detained by unknown armed elements.  The CIS

     soldiers were released shortly thereafter. 

           The UN personnel, consisting of two military observers, one paramedic and one interpreter, are still in the

     hands of the hostage-takers.  They managed to report by radio that they were unharmed.

           The UN Mission is in contact with the Georgian authorities, who have the prime responsibility for the security

     of UN staff.  The representative of the President for the Kodori valley was flown into the valley to establish contact with

     the hostage-takers.  The UN is also in contact with the Abkhaz authorities and the leadership of the CIS peacekeeping

     force.

           **Security Council -- Other

           The Security Council is also expected to be briefed by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping

     Operations Hédi Annabi on the abduction of the personnel of the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG).

           Then, this afternoon at 3:30 p.m., the Council has scheduled a meeting with troop contributors to the UN

     mission in Cyprus.

           Yesterday afternoon, the Council met on the UN embargo against the import of rough diamonds from Sierra

     Leone without a valid Certificate of Origin.

           The Council President, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of Russia, in a press statement, announced that:  “In the

     light of the Government of Sierra Leone’s increased efforts to control and manage its diamond industry and ensure

     proper control over diamond mining areas, and the Government’s full participation in the Kimberley Process, members

     of the Security Council have agreed not to renew these measures”.

           The ban expired at 12:01 a.m. this morning.

           **Sierra Leone Court

           David Crane, the chief prosecutor for the Special Court in Sierra Leone, today voiced his disappointment that

     Liberian President Charles Taylor, whom the Court indicted yesterday for war crimes and crimes against humanity,

     had not been arrested and had fled a meeting in Ghana to return to Liberia “as an international fugitive”.

           The prosecutor said that all States are on notice that they cannot provide him with safe harbour and that any

     nation that finds Taylor within its borders is legally bound to execute the arrest warrant against him.  Asked about the

     timing of the announcement of Taylor’s indictment, Crane added that Taylor was indicted on the basis of the evidence

     and that the indictment was made public because of his travels.

           As I told you yesterday, the Secretary-General supports the work of the Special Court in Sierra Leone.  He

     also continues to attach great importance to the peace process in Liberia, since that country’s problems can only be

     solved through political means.

           The coincidence yesterday of the indictment of President Taylor by the Special Court as a high-level political

     effort was under way in Ghana was unfortunate, but illustrates the tension sometimes between the imperatives of

     justice and peace.

           **Afghanistan

           In Afghanistan, there was another rocket attack this week on the deminers along the Kabul-Kandahar Road. 

     The UN Mission and the Afghan Authorities are looking into why deminers have been frequently targeted.  There are

     about 8,000 deminers in the country.

           The UN Mission said that whatever the motivation is, the impact is tremendously negative, as about 55 per

     cent of the areas contaminated by mines and unexploded ordnance is in grazing areas and about 29 per cent of all the

     contaminated area is agricultural land.

           We have in my office a briefing note from Kabul with more information.

           **Kosovo

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, today announced that he is

     offering a reward, worth 50,000 Euros, to anyone who can provide information leading to the arrest and conviction of

     those who are responsible for yesterday’s murder of three members of a Serb family in Obilic.  We have a press

     release with more details on that.

           **World Environment Day

           Today is World Environment Day and the theme of this year’s observance is “Water:  Two billion people are

     dying for it!” 

           More than a billion people live without access to safe drinking water and more than 2.4 billion lack access to

     adequate sanitation.  The challenge, according to the Secretary-General, is to provide water services to all, especially

     to the poor.  “What is needed along with fresh water”, he said in a message for the Day, “…is fresh thinking.  We need

     to learn how to value water”.  The Secretary-General’s message has been issued as a press release.

           Here at Headquarters, the Day will be observed tomorrow, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, in the Dag Hammarskjöld

     Auditorium with a multi-media program devoted to the Year of Freshwater, which will feature remarks by Nane Annan,

     the Secretary-General’s wife, and include an interactive discussion with student groups in New York, Kenya, Lebanon

     and Peru on water-related issues. 

           **SARS

           The World Health Organization (WHO) said that yesterday was the first day with no deaths reported in the

     global outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) since 28 March 2003.

           With the outbreaks in the initial ‘hot zones’ either contained or coming under control, SARS is clearly in

     decline, said WHO, which indicates that recommended control measures are effective when combined with political

     commitment and determination.  WHO however stresses the risk of a resurgence of cases, emphasizing the constant

     need for vigilance.

           The latest statistics indicate a total of 8,402 cases with 772 deaths, reported from 29 countries.

           **UNCA

           The UN Correspondents Association has asked me to remind you of the book party tonight with Gary Weiss,

     starting at 5:30 p.m. in the UNCA club.  Food and drink will be available and all are welcome.

           That’s all I have for you.  Akram, what’s your question?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is Dr.  Hans Blix going back to Iraq or was today his final report to the Security Council?

           Spokesman:  He said he expected it was his final report to the Council.  Yes?

           Question:  Fred, yesterday the (inaudible) Research Centre, a well-respected Centre, issued a global survey

     indicating that public confidence in the UN is declining.  What measures can the UN take to reverse this trend?

           Spokesman:  I think you need to ask the communicators and the information people in the UN that question. 

     It wasn’t just the UN, it was international institutions, including NATO.  These numbers go up and down.  I think that

     the best thing the UN can do is to tell its story straight and hope that people will listen.

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Technology" ��Daily Star, Lebanon - Clean technology is the road map to sustainable development�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Celebrations" ��Gulf Daily News - Bahrain joins 'Green' celebrations�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Youngsters" ��Gulf Daily News - Protect Environment Youngsters Urged�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Crisis" ��National Geographic News - UN Highlights World Water Crisis�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��ENS - �PRIVATE��UN Urges World to Get Serious About Water Issues� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Risk" ��Agence France Presse - Dirty water puts two billion at risk, says UN agency� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Global" ��VOA - Global Water Crisis Focus of World Environment Day��� HYPERLINK  \l "Supply" ��BBC -�PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=BBC NEWS"� World's water supply 'running low'� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Underground" ��UN warns of shrinking underground water supply�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Shrinking" ��ABC News - UN warns of shrinking underground water supply�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Shortages" ��The Times of Zambia - World Environment Day Tackles Water Shortages�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Theme" ��AScribe Newswire -  Safeguard 'the Source of Food  Security'; Water Is Theme of World Environment Day 2003� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��Newsday - U.N.: World's Water Supplies Under Threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "World" ��The Times of India - WATER CRISIS STARES WORLD IN THE FACE� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Reservoirs" ��Press Association- Underground reservoirs 'under threat'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��Kansas City Star - UN:  World's Water Supplies Under threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Greens" ��Sify News (India) - Greens glum on Environment Day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Journee" ��Le Figaro - Journee mondiale de l'environnement�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Focus" ��Reuters - World Marks Environment Day with Focus on Water�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraq" ��MSNBC International News - UN says cleaning Iraq's environment to take time�





* Articles have appeared in several other publications:  Atlanta Journal Constitution,  Times of Oman, Billings Gazette, Canoe News, Canada, Tuscaloosa News, PTI News,  India and Geology News - Running to Ground
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