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Daily Star (Lebanon)

Relocation of UNEP back on the agenda
Government ready to offer facilities 

Nada Raad
Daily Star staff 

In anticipation of the World Environment Day (WED) being held in Lebanon next June, some environmental experts found it important to address the issue of relocating the United Nations Environment Program’s regional office back to Beirut.
The UNEP’s regional office for West Asia was based in Beirut until 1982, when it was moved temporarily to Bahrain due to the 15-year Lebanese civil war.
According to Arthur Nazarian, Environment Minister from 1998-2000, having the regional office in Beirut again will provide the country with many facilities.
“The relocation of UNEP here will address greater emphasis on environmental issues, and will offer more financial support to environmental organizations,” Nazarian explained.
Najib Saab, the editor in chief and publisher of the Environment and Development Magazine told The Daily Star that “between 1994-99 many attempts were undertaken to relocate the office to Beirut.” Saab said that locating the UNEP with other Social and Economic Commissions is more beneficent than having it located in a different country. “With the UNEP located in the ESCWA building, the UN will be able to dispatch more experts, who can then work in many other agencies at the same time,” Saab said.
Following a meeting with a delegation from UNEP in March 1995 comprising of UNEP’s regional director Salih Osman and consultant Najib Saab, Fares Boueiz, then Foreign Affairs Minister sent a letter to UNEP’s executive director urging the relocation of the regional office to Beirut.
“In May of that year, Samir Moqbel, then Environment Minister, sent a statement to the UNEP’s Governing Council in Nairobi, during its 18th session, to urge concerned parties to move the office back here,” Saab said.
Because the Cabinet resigned, the statement was not delivered by Moqbel but by the Honorary Consul of Lebanon to Nairobi Abdullah Zahkem.
“In view of the stable and steady situation, international and regional organizations are increasingly resuming their operations from Beirut … We ask your council to approve re-locating the regional office for West Asia to Beirut,” the statement said.
Nazarian told The Daily Star that Lebanon’s attempts to bring the UNEP back failed to reach any positive results.
“Bahrain’s government worked hard to keep the office in Manama, as it refused to re-locate the UNEP’s regional office back to Beirut,” Nazarian said.
According to Saab, a recommendation by the UN Committee on Program Coordination, endorsed by the general assembly in 1994, called on streamlining UN regional activities and grouping regional offices of various UN agencies in the same location as the Economic and Social Commissions.
As ESCWA returned to Lebanon in 1994, the UNEP was also expected to be relocated here.
Additionally, the Lebanese government was ready to offer the UNEP many facilities, as Moqbel said in his statement that “the UNEP will receive similar facilities as those extended to ESCWA, including free office space and all diplomatic immunities and privileges.”
Actually, the Cabinet approved to pay $200,000 to cover the UNEP re-location costs from Manama, whereas the Gulf Cooperation Council offered only an annual support amounting to $150,000, in addition to a moderate residential facility.
Michel Musa, Environment Minister from 2000-03, told The Daily Star that a decision to keep the permanent office of UNEP in Manama was issued five years ago and that his ministry did not work on raising the issue again.
Saab said that “with Boueiz now appointed as Environment Minister we might have the chance of raising the question again, especially that UNEP’s executive director Klaus Toepfer will be attending the WED along with high ranking UN officials.” 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

May 5, 2003 Monday 

UN shelter agency pledges to improve slums, combat urban poverty

      The UN Human Settlement Programme (UN-Habitat) on Monday pledged to improve slums in which at least 100 million of the world's poor live and to alleviate poverty in urban areas.

      "Our main focus is to upgrade the slums, mainly by providing shelters and uplifting sanitation, in the world's cities and to fight urban poverty," Anna Tibaijuka, the UN-Habitat's executive director, told a news

      conference on the sidelines of the organisation's governing council meeting in Nairobi.

      She urged governments to formulate national policies designed to address the problem of migration from rural to urban areas, which she said was the main factor causing slums to mushroom in developing countries. 

      "We will focus only on the symptoms of poverty in the slums and restructure the economic social and

      political vectors that nourish and transmit inequity and poverty,' said Tibaijuka.

      UN-Habitat will also address such poverty-related problems as illiteracy, insecurity among women and

      children, disease, unemployment, pollution and lack of resources.

      More than 200 delegates, including ministers in charge of housing, representatives of non-governmental

      organisations and local authority officials from around the globe are attending the special session of the

      UN-Habitat governing council.

      "Since 2000, more than 75 million people have entered the vortex of slum life," said Tibaijika.

      "By the year 2050, when two-thirds of the world's nine billion population will live in cities, we expect there will be three billion urban slum dwellers," she added.

      Tibaijuka lamented that many national development policies had neglected slums, thus failing to finance

      projects that would reduce rural-urban migration.

      "At the top of the list of carriers of urban poverty is an anti-urban bias expression in national policies of

      urban neglect, tolerance for the under-resourced and unaccountable urban governance and a wilful

      ignorance on the role of cities in national economy," she added.

      Kenya's Vice President Michael Wamalwa warned that sustainable development cannot be achieved unless

      the world tackled the slum problem.

      He urged the UN-Habitat and UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to work together in order to respond

      effectively to the challenges of rapid urbanisation.

      Kenya's Roads and Public Works Minister Raila Odinga called for the improvement of rural economies in a bidto reduce the increasing movement of people to urban areas in search of economic opportunitites.

      "All we can do is to fight rural poverty and offer basic amenities to those people in order to stop them from migrating to the urban areas," Odinga pointed out.

      The President of the UN-Habitat Governing Council Bo Gosransson of Sweden also urged increased resource allocation to rural development.

      "There must be political will to deliver resources to the rural areas," he said.

      UN-Habitat and the Kenyan government announced that they had formed a partnership to upgrade the

      Kibera slum in Nairobi.

      "The government and UN-Habitat are planning a slum upgrading project where more than 150,000 housing units will be erected each year, for the next five years," Odinga told AFP.

      The Finnish government will fund the relocation of 700,000 people from Kibera, one of Africa's largest shanty towns, to pave way for the construction of improved homes.

      "This is just a pilot project and we expect that UN-Habitat will upgrade more slums in Kenya and other parts of world," Tibaijuka told AFP.

      There are about 100 slum dwellings in the Kenyan capital, according to Tibaijuka.

________________________________________________________________________________________

U.S. Wants to Restore Part of Iraqi Marshes

Mon May 5,12:22 PM ET  Add Science - Reuters to My Yahoo! 

 By Alan Elsner 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States is studying ways to restore perhaps a quarter of the marshes of southern Iraq (news - web sites), drained by Saddam Hussein (news - web sites) to crush the local Shiite population, according to a senior official. 

Andrew Natsios, administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development, told Reuters that research showed "we could probably restore maybe 25 percent of the marshlands with the existing water flows." 

"...We are looking at what is hydrologically feasible given the current technology and water flows," Natsios said. 

The Iraqi marshes between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers were home to a unique culture and complex ecosystem that lasted thousands of years. The wetlands were largely drained by Saddam to punish the population for supporting a Shi'ite uprising against his rule that erupted after the 1991 Gulf War (news - web sites). 

Nearly 300,000 Marsh Arabs, also known as Ma'adan, were bombed, rounded up by troops, killed or forced to march out of the wetlands. Many others disappeared while the marshes that sustained them turned into a salt-encrusted wasteland. Now, fewer than 20,000 remain. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTER 

A report released by the United Nations (news - web sites) Environment Program in 2001 found only 7 percent of the once-extensive marshlands remained. UNEP described the deliberate destruction as one of the worst environmental disasters in history, ranking it with the desiccation of the Aral Sea and the deforestation of the Amazon rain forests. 

Last month, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said efforts were needed to revive the marshes, but it would be a difficult and complex project. 

"We are not blue-eyes optimists, and we know that this cannot be done tomorrow," he said. 

In the interview on Friday, Natsios said much of the water that once fed the marshes had been diverted by flood controls and dam systems put in by Iran, Syria and Turkey to use the headwaters of the rivers. 

"The consequence of that is that there is not enough water flow in either river to restore the marshes to what they were," he said. 

The marshlands once played a crucial environment role, cleaning the water flowing down river of impurities and providing a breeding ground and stop-over point for migratory birds. 

Scientists said the flow of detritus from the marshes into the Gulf had also supported fish populations. The environmental degradation put an estimated 40 species of birds and untold species of fish at risk, and has already led to the extinction of at least seven species. 

Thomas Crisman, director of the Howard T. Odum Center for Wetlands at the University of Florida, and a member of a team that recently reported on the feasibility of restoring the marshes, said many factors would be involved. 

"It's not instant coffee where you just add water," he said. "It's the quality as well as the quantity of the water available and the timing of the flow of that water, as well as the willingness of people to return." 

Crisman said Natsios was premature in trying to predict how much can be restored. 

"What we're trying to figure out is how to restore the ecology and at the same time try to figure out how to restore a culture," he said. 

The Ma'adan settled deep in the marshes, moving around by boat. They made elaborate dwellings out of thick reeds that sat on woven mats suspended above the water. 

Rapid evaporation has left some areas with salt crusts 2 feet deep. Unless fresh water is pumped through at sufficient speed, they will become lifeless salt ponds. 

Human rights groups have called the assault on the marshes and its people genocide, and said it could be among the charges if Saddam is ever prosecuted for war crimes. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist

May 03, 2003

 Iraq clean-up team being kept out

A team of UN scientists waiting to assess the environmental fallout from the war in Iraq is being held up

      because the US has not yet allowed them into the country.

      The team hopes to gauge the threat to Iraqis from unclean drinking water, uncollected toxic waste, bombed

      chemical and weapons factories, unexploded munitions and sewage-filled rivers. Mapping these pollution hot  spots must be a top priority before the country can be rebuilt, the UN Environment Programme's director

      Klaus Toepfer told New Scientist at the weekend. "It is very important that we get access to conditions on

      the ground quickly," he said. "The problems are alarming and a clean-up plan is needed urgently." 

      But despite the urgency, no date has been set for the assignment, and the scientists, to be led by former

      Finnish environment minister Pekka Haavisto, are unable to enter Iraq. Toepfer blamed the delay on the

      inability of UNEP to establish with the occupying forces a legal structure for the UN humanitarian effort. "We  are doing whatever is possible to contact the coalition," he says. Privately, UNEP officials say the US is

      being "uncooperative and unhelpful".

      UNEP has enhanced its reputation in recent years with fast assessments of the environmental impacts of

      conflicts in the Balkans, Afghanistan and Israeli-occupied Palestinian territories, where both sides

      cooperated in its field study. It has already carried out a preliminary desk study of Iraq's environmental

      problems, published last week, which suggests that the post-war threats arise mostly from the military

      activity of the invading forces. Pre-war fears that Saddam Hussein would sabotage hundreds of oil wells or

      unleash chemical or biological weapons proved unfounded.

      The US Air Force says it dropped more than 27,000 bombs and other ordnance on Iraq, including more than 800 cruise missiles, almost three times as many as during the 1991 war. In addition, says UNEP, military

      vehicles "will have caused widespread degradation of fragile desert ecosystems that may take decades to

      recover, increasing erosion, loss of topsoil and vulnerability to sandstorms."

      The urgency of addressing environmental hazards was reinforced at the weekend when UNICEF, the UN

      Children's Fund, reported an epidemic of diarrhoea in Baghdad. One hospital admitted 300 cases in just three  hours. UNICEF also warned that water treatment plants would soon run out of chemicals. If that happens, it   says, "a dramatic escalation in the incidence of diarrhoeal disease may be unavoidable."

      Meanwhile, the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization warns that large parts of the vital spring grain and

      vegetable harvests in the south of Iraq could have been damaged by power failures that disrupted the

      pumping of water from the Tigris and Euphrates rivers into irrigation channels during the growing season.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Palestine Chronicle

UN Expands International Relief Presence in Baghdad 

 May 05 2003 @ 06:21 PM GMT 
"The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, held a symbolic ribbon cutting ceremony at the Baghdad offices of the World Health Organization to express .."

NEW YORK/BAGHDAD - United Nations relief agencies continued to expand their international operations in Iraq today, five days after returning from a war-imposed absence of six weeks, regaining the use of some offices, confronting the destruction of others, and ready to collaborate with American authorities to prevent duplication of humanitarian efforts. 

The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, held a symbolic ribbon cutting ceremony at the Baghdad offices of the World Health Organization to express the UN's appreciation to the national staff for the job they did rehabilitating the offices, which had been severely looted. 

But the damage to other UN offices is severe. In the UN Development Programme (UNDP) compound, which also hosts the offices of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) and UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the effects of looting are glaringly evident: furniture, equipment, doors, windows are all gone. Out of the five buildings only one has not been burnt. All the others are seriously damaged. 

At a weekend press briefing, in Baghdad Mr. Lopes da Silva said he would meet in the coming days with Iraqi bureaucrats in various technical ministries so that they can guide the UN in trying to establish urgent needs and how they can best be addressed. 

He added that in that process his office intended to establish collaborative relations with the United States-run Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance. "Our aim here is not to replace the administration," he said. "The administration of the country is the Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance and we intend to establish with that organism a collaborative and close relationship so we know what are their plans, they know what are our plans and we make sure that we fill gaps. Our duty is to fill gaps, not to duplicate efforts." 
_______________________________________________________________
ABC NEWS

PRIVATE
When the Dust Settles 

Do Armor-Piercing Munitions Pose Threat Long After War?
By Karsten Strauss
Special to ABCNEWS.com


May 5 

— Now that the major combat portion of the war is over, concerns are mounting that the use of depleted uranium in allied munitions could pose long-term health hazards for Iraqis and coalition troops who served in the conflict. 

"The United States took its nuclear waste and threw it at Iraq," says physicist Doug Rokke, who was a member of the U.S. military's command staff on the team sent to clean up depleted uranium following the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

"You take solid radioactive waste, throw it in somebody's backyard and refuse to clean it up. That's what we've done." 

Known in the military as a "wonder metal," depleted uranium was first used in combat in 1991 during the Gulf War, where some 300 tons of "DU munitions" were fired by strafing planes, helicopters and tanks. It was used again by U.S. forces in the Balkans and Afghanistan. 

DU munitions are fired by Abrams tanks, Apache attack helicopters and A-10 tank-killer planes. Depleted uranium's extreme density — it is 1.7 times as dense as lead — hardens the tips of bullets and artillery shells, allowing them to pierce the toughest enemy armor. 

Munitions’ Dangerous Residue 

The radiation emitted by a typical DU round is relatively slight. However, once a DU round is fired, it travels at high velocity and begins to burn in midair. Upon impact with a target, its outer layer is shed, releasing a dusty residue of radioactive particles. 

Paul Walker, a weapons specialist for the nonprofit environmental organization Global Green, said an intact DU round poses little, if any, health threat. 

"The only problem with it is that when it's vaporized, when it hits a target, it becomes a cloud of microscopic particles and vapors that spread all over the battlefield and can be inhaled," he said. 

Rokke said he and many other members of his team have suffered serious health consequences from their exposure to DU munitions during the cleanup after the first Gulf War. Rokke said 30 members of his cleanup team have died. He also said he has 5,000 times the acceptable level of radiation in his body, and suffers from reactive airway disease due to uranium poisoning. 

Rokke contends that troops' exposure to depleted uranium is tied to the little-understood Gulf War syndrome. 

"As of May 2002," according to Rokke, "over 221,000 Gulf War vets were listed as permanently disabled. When I spoke out within the military about how bad this stuff was, my life ended, my career ended. I received threats, warnings, sent to the reserve from full active duty." 

Collateral Damage 

Few might feel concern about firing radioactive material at an enemy on the battlefield, but nearby communities may be made to suffer when the fighting ends. In the 1991 Gulf War, allied forces were striking largely unpopulated desert areas. The most recent conflict took place in and around urban centers. 

The U.N. Environmental Program is seeking access to Iraq to conduct field tests in areas where DU munitions were used and determine whether there are any lingering health hazards. 

A study by UNEP following the use of DU munitions in the Balkans suggested the risk to civilians from DU is low. Individuals in the immediate vicinity of a DU attack who might inhale radioactive dust faced the greatest risk, according to the study. 

In a report released April 23, UNEP said the heavy use of DU munitions in Iraq "has likely caused environmental contamination of as-yet unknown levels or consequences" and recommended that guidelines be distributed immediately on how to minimize the risk of accidental exposure. 

Walker said there is a possibility of environmental contamination from the munitions. "It can spread to agricultural fields and cattle," he said. "Then, of course, this creates the possibility of radioactivity in the milk." 

Link to Gulf War Syndrome Disputed 

At a March 14 Pentagon briefing on depleted uranium, officials disputed suggestions that DU munitions pose any long-term health threats. Dr. Michael Kilpatrick of the Army's Deployment Health Support Directorate said the military has tracked 90 Gulf War veterans for the past 12 years and found no causal relationship between their exposure to DU and any ailments. 

Regarding the possibility of environmental contamination, Kilpatrick said there is little chance that DU-laden dust would become airborne or leech into ground water supplies because of its weight. "Even if it's a small dust particle, it's still heavy and it stays on the ground," he said. 

Kilpatrick prescribed a fairly minimal amount of protection for troops who might have direct contact with spent DU munitions. 

"If somebody needs to go into a tank that's been hit with depleted uranium, a dust mask, a handkerchief is adequate to protect them — washing their hands afterward," he said. 

Iraqi officials have said depleted uranium exposure is behind an alleged rise of cancer cases and birth defects in and around the southern city of Basra since the Gulf War. But Kilpatrick said there were no tank battles involving DU munitions near population areas in the Gulf War. He said there was no basis to tie any purported rise in cancers or birth defects in Basra to DU munitions. 

Col. James Naughton of the Army Materiel Command told reporters at the Pentagon briefing that Iraqi complaints about depleted uranium had no medical basis. "They want it to go away because we kicked the crap out of them," he said. 

Returning Troops Will Be Tested for DU Exposure 

While the Pentagon contends it has seen no evidence linking DU munitions to serious health problems, officials on April 29 said that troops returning from Iraq will be screened for exposure to DU. The move is part of a broader effort to improve record-keeping on veterans' health. 

Returning troops will be required to give a blood sample and complete an extensive questionnaire detailing any symptoms they experienced during their deployment and whether they had been exposed to chemical weapons, pesticides, smoke, lasers, or depleted uranium. Rokke and other veterans who feel DU has contributed to their health problems want the Pentagon to take stronger action. "There's gotta be some accountability," said Rokke. "There's gotta be medical care and you have to clean this stuff up. You physically take all the pieces of broken buildings, then pick up all the spent rounds, then bulldoze the whole area and physically get rid of all that material." 
PRIVATE

_______________________________________________________________ _________________

New Scientist

May 03, 2003

East Africa eyes up hot rocks for fuel of the future

THE Great Rift Valley in East Africa is set to become the world's biggest source of geothermal energy.

      Engineers, governments and bankers agreed last month to press ahead with an ambitious renewable energy

      programme that will use a new generation of remote sensing technologies to pinpoint the best places to tap

      the Earth's heat.

      The valley was created when a chunk of the Earth's crust 4000 kilometres long sank between a pair of

      parallel fault lines. The rocks beneath the valley are still heated by volcanic activity and have the potential

      to provide around 7000 megawatts of electricity-generating capacity, which is the equivalent of a dozen or

      more large, coal-fired power stations. If fully exploited, the valley would almost double world output of

      geothermal energy. 

      For 20 years, 33 wells sunk into the Olkaria geothermal field west of Nairobi have tapped steam held under

      pressure around the hot rocks to generate up to 45 megawatts of electricity, enough to supply around 5 per

      cent of Kenya's demand. The country has baulked at further investment because of the expense of drilling

      new wells, and uncertainties about precisely where to drill them.

      At a meeting in Nairobi last month, technologists from the World Bank and the UN Environment

      Programme said that a combination of remote sensing methods, known as "joint geophysical imaging",

      could transform the valley's energy-generating potential by locating the hottest, wettest and most

      accessible rocks. The technique can identify cracks in rocks and the presence of hot water and steam at

      depths of a kilometre or more by mapping micro-earthquakes and measuring the electrical resistance of the

      rock.

      The cost savings of eliminating even one or two uneconomic production wells will "dramatically reduce

      geothermal development costs", says Mohamed El-Ashry, chairman of the World Bank, which is funding the  plan.

      The first target is a zone of geothermal energy thought to lie beneath Longonot, a volcano close to Olkaria.

      It could be generating one-third of Kenya's electricity within 15 years.

      Kenya's neighbours also want to get in on the act. Ethiopia commissioned its first geothermal plant four

      years ago. And up to a dozen other nations along the valley as far south as Mozambique could soon join the rush.

      UNEP and the World Bank see cheap power from hot rocks as a way for Africa to industrialise without using more fossil fuels, at a time when climate change is making hydroelectricity increasingly unreliable. Tapping geothermal energy also releases toxic gases such as hydrogen sulphide, and measures would be needed to ensure that the geothermal power plants do not harm valley wildlife.
___________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UN Makes Two Year Sustainable Water, Energy Plan 

                      NEW YORK, New York, May 5, 2003 (ENS) - Extending access to clean, safe water and abundant energy will be the focus of work for the next two years for  a high level United Nations commission now meeting at UN headquarters in New York. Ministers from more than 40 countries attending the 11th session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development agree that water and energy are the issues of first concern as they attempt to integrate economic growth, social development, and environmental protection on a global scale. 

"Access to freshwater is the single biggest contribution to alleviating poverty," said Valli Moosa, South African Minister for Environmental Affairs and Tourism and Chair of the Commission session, explaining why consensus is developing on the water issue. 

The Commission, which meets annually, was created by the United Nations General Assembly to monitor                                      and report on implementation of Agenda 21, the blueprint for sustainable development adopted at the                                      1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Heads of state and government at the World Summit  on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa, last September called on the Commission to play a larger role in promoting implementation of decisions agreed at international conferences dealing with sustainable development. 

Governments agreed to halve by 2015 the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation, at the Millennium Summit and again two years later at the Johannesburg Summit. 

In Johannesburg, it was agreed that the Commission’s future work will be organized as a series of two year “implementation cycles,” consisting of a review year to evaluate progress and a policy year to agree on measures to expedite implementation of concerns identified in the review. 

In New York, senior ministers devised a two year work plan focused on water and energy that would allow the Commission to help countries realize some of  the 30 plus programs with timetables, targets and goals agreed in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, which focused on water as a central theme. 

Moosa said that water is an important issue that can be best tackled by the Commission because no other international body exists that can ensure an  integrated approach towards the problem. "Water has a cross-cutting impact on a whole range of issues from water management to healthcare and gender issues," he said. Some 1.2 billion people - roughly one-sixth of the world's population - lack access to safe water, and 2.4 billion or 40 percent of the world's people lack access to adequate sanitation services. 

"Although we are not negotiating major policies during this session, this is a vital meeting because it will set the tone for the future," said Moosa. "It is the  Commission that will determine if this will be a decade of implementation."

                      Focusing on one selected issue every two years would "bolster implementation," he said.                       UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social affairs, Nitin Desai of India  Many ministers suggested that, in addition to water, the Commission should tackle issues related to energy. The resolution of problems related to access to electricity and modern energy services, renewable energy and energy related pollution, climate change  and transport would be included in the Commission's work program.  As with water, there is currently no international forum that coordinates policy and action on energy.  Building on ministerial inputs, a draft decision covering the Commission's  work plan has been issued by the Chairman Moosa, and the details will be worked out by negotiators over the next week.  During a media briefing Thursday, nongovernmental organizations expressed their concern that multilateralism itself may be weakened by the attitude of the                 United States towards the United Nations as, in the words of President  George W. Bush, "irrelevant," with regard to the war in Iraq.   Representing Greenpeace International, Marcelo Furtado said that one of the                    concerns at the beginning of the Johannesburg Summit had been that multilateralism was at stake, given that one or more countries had threatened   not to negotiate. Yet, the Summit had been able to achieve an outcome                     because the other countries present had decided not to be held hostage by that threat. This year, another threat to multilateralism was the war in Iraq,which threatened the United Nations as a whole.                                   Marcelo Furtado of Brazil represents Greenpeace International Some countries are saying that multilateralism could be saved with money, through the World Trade Organization (WTO), Furtado explained, while others                                      said that it should be saved through reinforcing and strengthening the United Nations.                                 People on the street do not see the United Nations as just the Security Council, but as the organization that                                 changed lives and addressed injustice. The challenge for the UN, Furtado said, is either to answer the people                      in the street by changing the multilateral system into a system that is more  equitable to all, or “throw the towel in the ring” and “rubberstamp” every outcome of the WTO.   Saradha Iyer of the Third World Network said the current session of the Commission on Sustainable Development had paid scant attention to the                     principles of Agenda 21, implementation of which is the Commission’s mandate.  Nitin Desai, UN under-secretary-general for economic and social affairs, said the ministers have expanded their attitudes towards sustainable development since the Johannesburg Summit last summer, and they have a "much more                     positive outlook now than the morning after" the Summit. 

                      Successful elements from the WSSD, like Johannesburg's "partnership fair," had been revived for the present Commission session. As a result, a total of US$1.2 billion had been committed to partnerships, and not just between governments, but also between them and private sector or trade partners, as well as labor unions and other organizations, Desai said. 

                    Tzila Katzel, representing The World Conservation Union (IUCN), said that while partnerships have taken off, they should not be a substitute for multilateral agreement. 

                      Responding to a question on what has changed in the years between the 1992 Rio Earth Summit and the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg 10 years later, Desai said the aid climate is better now. After Rio, aid for sustainable development activities had declined. Now, more aid is                  coming in for projects, such as for partnerships, he said. 

                                       Delegates from the majorgroups, an official category,  at the Commission session on                                                          Friday  On Friday, nine major civil society groups commented on the ministerial draft  decisions to focus on  water and energy for the next two years of the   Commission's work. Thenine groups included  farmers, indigenous people, youth, trade unions, women, scientific and  technological community, local authorities, business and industry, and  farmers, which are those recognized in Agenda 21 as having specific roles and                      responsibilities in achieving sustainable development. 

                      The farmers' representative said that the draft work organization is really just a  list of good intentions. He stressing that a phrase outlining a specific role in implementation for major groups is needed, which would also help groups raise funds for capacity building. 

                      Others recommended different issues for the work plan. The woman’s group  wanted to include peace and human rights, and suggested that a gender focal  point within the Commission, as well as tools for gender mainstreaming, be set up to integrate gender as a cross-cutting issue that would be taken into    account in all environmental fields. 

The youth group suggested that education be included, and proposed that consumption and production patterns be included as themes in the two year work cycle. 

                      Several of the major groups said that implementation is often a local affair, yet  the term “local” does not appear in the Commission's draft work plan. The  scientists’ group urged the Commission to include the term “local” in the plan,  especially for monitoring and evaluation. 

                      The indigenous peoples' group stressed that financial mechanisms should be  set up so that their group, as well as others, could more broadly participate in the Commission process. 

                      For the remaining week of the session, delegates will be working on moremarginal issues based on major decisions already made, including negotiations on a work program and timing. The Commission's 11th session opened April 28 and will end on May 9. _______________________________________________________________

Media Agenda - Innovating in an Uncertain World: The 9th "Conférence de Montréal" will bring together experts and front-line players to address the challenges of the new economy in a context of world crisis

             Montréal, May 5 to 8, 2003-Hotel Hilton Bonaventure

                    900 De La Gauchetière West, Montréal

International Forum on Energy: Impact of New Global Energy Market Conditions on Enterprises André Caillé, President and Chief Executive Officer, Hydro-Québec Sam Hamad, Minister of Energy, Government of Québec Jaime Quijandria Salmon, Minister of Energy and Mines, Peru Jamal Saghir, Director, Energy and Water, World Bank Eric Usher, Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Life Science Weekly

May 5, 2003

MARINE BIOLOGY: Coral-feeding worm transmit bleaching bacteria

      Coral bleaching is a modern epidemic that some biologists predict will kill up to half the world's reefs this      century as climate change raises sea temperatures. Now scientists report that some bleaching may actually      be an infectious disease spread by a worm.

      Israeli scientists say they have studied a type of coral whose bleaching is triggered by a bacterium, and      found that this is carried and transmitted by a coral-feeding worm. If the same is true for other corals,     scientists may be able to prevent the disease by targeting the worm vector, just as they control malaria by      targeting mosquitoes, says an article in the April 12, 2003, issue of New Scientist (www.newscientist.com).       Corals depend on algae inside their bodies to provide carbohydrates and oxygen through photosynthesis.      This partnership allows corals to thrive in infertile areas of ocean, and explains why reef communities are so      rich. But when water temperature rises, the algae either die or the corals eject them in response to the  stress of the heat. Before too long the entire reef turns white. It is unclear how well reefs later recover, and the sharp rise in coral bleaching since the 1980s has sparked dire predictions for their future.      

Most marine biologists agree that bleaching is caused by rising sea temperatures, and the best way to stop      it is to cut carbon emissions. But that is an indi

rect, long-term strategy that may not save reefs in time.   Now there may be a more immediate remedy.      In the late 1990s, Yossi Loya and Eugene Rosenberg led a team from Tel Aviv University that found a      bacterium that causes coral bleaching. Crucially, it turns out to be more virulent at higher temperatures.      "Coral biologists are not microbiologists," says Rosenberg. "They saw the association of bleaching with     temperature, but they did not see the bacterium."      The microbe, named Vibrio shiloi, was responsible for bleaching the stony coral Oculina patagonica in the      Mediterranean Sea. But researchers were mystified because the bacterium was only present in the summer.     "We had to find out what happened to it in the winter," Rosenberg explains.

      To reveal its hideout, they added a fluorescent chemical tag to the water around the coral. This tag     attaches specifically to the bacterium's DNA, and they were surprised to see where the fluorescence later     showed up.

      "I thought we would find it in the water, or at least in the sediment," says Rosenberg. But the strongest      glow came from the marine fireworm, Hermodice carunculata, they will report in an upcoming issue of      Environmental Microbiology. The researchers believe the worm harbors the bacterium, and transmits it to the      coral while feeding.

      It is the first time a vector has been found for a coral disease. Rosenberg says his team is now developing a      technology that could help prevent the disease's spread, although he wouldn't reveal details. He suspects      much of the world's coral bleaching is caused by similar pathogens, and some of them may have different      vectors. Most recently, he showed that another new bacterial species, Vibrio coralliilyticus, causes  bleaching in a Red Sea reef coral. Pathogenic strains of Vibrio have also been isolated from reefs off the  coasts of England and Brazil.

      Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, a coral bleaching expert and director of the Centre for Marine Studies at the University  of Queensland, thinks mass bleaching events move too quickly to be caused by an infectious disease.

      "But it is possible that this microbe naturally inhabits corals, a bit like Escherichia coli in the human gut, and  temperature increases cause it to trigger bleaching," he says in the New Scientist article.

    Coral facts:

     *Mass bleaching events have occurred around the world in 11 different years since 1983, including in 2002     and five consecutive years from 1987. The most serious events occur during El Nino years.

     *In 1998, bleaching spread from the Eastern Pacific to the Indian Ocean in less than three weeks, and went      on to affect 16% of the world's corals.

      *The United Nations Environment Program estimates that between 30% and 50% of healthy coral reefs     will be gone by 2100.

      *Mean global sea temperature has risen by 0.7 degrees C over the past 100 years.

      *In the Mediterranean, 80% to 90% of Oculina patagonica has bleached every summer for the past 10      years.

      This article was prepared by Life Science Weekly editors from staff and other reports.

______________________________________________________________

Reuters

FEATURE - Mountain of garbage cleaned from Everest
  NEW DELHI - It was once called the world's highest garbage dump. 

  For years, the slopes of the world's highest peak, Mount Everest, were littered with heaps of oxygen bottles, food packets, tents, batteries

  and other climbing paraphernalia left behind by mountaineers. 

  "An estimated minimum of 290 tonnes and a maximum of 1,115 tonnes of garbage have been left in the area," Junko Tabei of Japan, the

  first woman to reach the Everest summit, said in 2000. 

  "Based on the fact that an average of 304 people a year were climbing Everest in the 1990s...the amount of garbage is increasing every year

  by between 15.5 and 60 tonnes." 

  But as Nepal gears up to celebrate the 50th anniversary on May 29 of the first Everest ascent, climbers say the Himalayan peak is almost

  back to its original pristine state, thanks to concerted conservation efforts in recent years. 

  "If you want to find garbage on Everest now, you have to go looking for it, and you'll only find it in some pretty obscure locations and

  then it will be at least 30 to 50 years old," U.S. mountain guide Eric Simonson told Reuters. 

  "I know print advertisements...would have you believe there's some huge junk pile up there. But now it's all gone and won't ever return.

  But that doesn't make for such great press usually." 

  Another cleanup is due this year when nine U.S. climbers and nine Nepali sherpas plan to haul 1,000 kg (2,205 pounds) of paper, cylinders

  and other rubbish down from a camp at 6,300 metres (20,670 feet), which gets the most use after base camp. 

  GODDESS MOTHER OF THE WORLD 

  "We'll be able to remove the last bit during the golden jubilee celebrations, so Nepal can tell the world Mount Everest is clean," said U.S.

  climber Bob Hoffman, who is leading the cleanup. 

  Conservation efforts kicked off in the early 1990s when a New Zealand team removed 4,000 kg (8,818 pounds) of garbage from base camp,

  the most crowded part of the mountain that Tibetans call Chomolungma, or Goddess Mother of the World. 

  Over the years, many foreign and Nepali climbing teams on cleanup expeditions have hauled back mountains of garbage, ranging from

  cans and crampons to brass tent stakes and broken ladders. 

  More recently, a Japanese team returned in 2002 with 2.6 tonnes of garbage, including tents, 170 oxygen cylinders, gas cartridges and

  plastic that had accumulated over the years since Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay reached the top. 

  "Some people leave things out of laziness or because it's a case of life or death," mountaineer Jamling Norgay, who is Tenzing's son, told

  Reuters. 

  The drive to clean up the 8,850-metre (29,040-foot) mountain, which rises from picture postcard-like fields of irises to formidably vast seas

  of ice, has also got a prod from the Nepali government. 

  In 1996, Nepal made it compulsory for expeditions to bring back their rubbish and began charging a $4,000 "garbage deposit" from each

  team. The money was refunded if the team showed it had packed its garbage. 

  "Most Westerners are very careful to clean their own garbage as well as pick up the garbage from the past. Sherpas are also doing this

  religiously," said Ed Viesturs, a U.S. mountain guide who has climbed Everest five times. 

  MOUNTAIN TABOOS 

  According to local beliefs, the mountain is not particularly fond of being trod upon and slaughtering animals, sleeping with your feet

  facing the summit or having sex on the mountain are all considered taboo. 

  Still, the long list of no-no's obviously did not stop climbers from dumping their refuse on the mountain. 

  Climbers say the main reason for the pileup was the rush of climbers in the 1980s when Nepal opened up the mountain to unlimited teams. 

  A total of 1,201 people from 63 countries have climbed Mount Everest so far and hundreds have turned back without reaching the roof of

  the world. 

  When Hillary and Norgay stepped on to the summit of Mount Everest in 1953, the two climbers did not think anybody would follow in

  their footsteps again. 

  "Both Tenzing and I thought once we'd climbed the mountain, it was unlikely anyone would ever make another attempt," Hillary told

  National Geographic Adventure magazine. 

  "We couldn't have been more wrong." (Additional reporting by Gopal Sharma in Kathmandu). 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP/UN in the news

Sustainable Development Talks Start

Business Day (Johannesburg): SA WILL enter into tough negotiations today at the United Nations (UN) headquarters in New York to finalize details of several agreements mapped out at last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development. The 11th session of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development is significant for SA as the country has consented to "take the lead" in implementing the goals forged at the summit. The SA delegation led by Crispian Olver, director-general of environmental affairs and tourism will begin the last session by charting the way forward and finalizing the mechanisms for delivery of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation document. The document adopted by world leaders in September, sets out specific goals, including poverty eradication, changing unsustainable patterns of production and protecting natural resources. SA's "proactive approach" to the implementation plan was met with caution at the opening of the talks; chaired by Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Valli Moosa on April 28, because delegates were unconvinced that it would yield any concrete results. The previous plan adopted at the Rio Summit has yet to deliver on the goals. This week's negotiations will focus on a draft resolution, unanimously agreed on at the end of the ministerial high-level segment of the commission. The resolution, to be tabled at the next session of the UN Economic and Social Council, concludes that water and global energy access, as well as renewal energy, should be the priority focus for implementation. It also calls for the strengthening of multistakeholder participation, an area SA has volunteered to take the lead in.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305050200.html
UN habitat head wants root causes of slums tackled 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Underlying factors that nourish and transmit inequality and poverty within slums must be addressed in order to have control over the world-wide Habitat executive director Anna Tibaijuka said. Addressing delegates at the 19th session of the UN Habitat Governing Council in Nairobi, she said the slum growth was an exponential problem that outpaces the current abilities to solve. "We must not, therefore, focus only on symptoms of poverty in the slums themselves. To avert the runaway growth of slums, we must restructure the economic, social and political vectors that nourish and transmit inequality and poverty'', the UN official told the five-day meeting. Goals of improving the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers by the year 2020 could prove elusive if these factors are not addressed. Tabaijuka said that more than 75 million people have entered slum life since the year 2000 when the Millennium Declaration was signed. Delegates from 187 Habitat member countries, local authority officials and representatives from the civil society are attending the meeting.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052041&dte=05/05/2003
Project On Slums Set to Begin

The Nation (Nairobi): A multi-million slum upgrading programme will begin later this month. Some Sh20 million had been set aside for the pilot project aimed at improving living conditions in Kibera, Nairobi. It is sponsored by the government, UN Habitat and donor countries. A memorandum of understanding on the plan had been signed between the government and the UN-Habitat, said Roads, Housing and Public Works minister Raila Odinga, during the official opening of the 19th UN Habitat governing council meeting in Gigiri, Nairobi. The project would involve improvement of water supply, sanitation, shelter and infrastructure. It would also increase income-generating activities and address Aids, said Mr. Odinga. The Vice-President, Mr. Michael Wamalwa, who represented President Kibaki as the chief guest, said the government would develop a slum upgrading policy to improve services in urban areas.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305060014.html
General Environmental news

Local beliefs protect ecosystem in DR Congo 

Kinshasa, RD Congo (PANA) - A survey by Congolese NGO 'Faune et Vie' has credited local beliefs and traditions with the effective protection of the ecosystem and bio-diversity in the southwestern province of Equator. Among these traditions, the survey cites the strict exploitation ban on some parties of the forest. It also mentions taboos, food habits and the protection of medicinal plants considered an ancestral heritage in some families. The survey was designed to catalogue knowledge and traditions that tend to protect animal and plant life in Equator province. The province, which is covered by virgin equatorial forest with abundant and diversified flora and fauna, is considered one of the largest reservoirs of biodiversity in DR Congo.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052039&dte=05/05/2003
Mauritius on alert for Cyclone Manou 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritians have been put on alert for Cyclone Manou, which is likely to hit the northern part of the island in the next few days. According to the weatherman at the Mauritius Meteorological Services, by Monday morning Manou was 460-km. north/north-east of the island nation. Meanwhile, clouds associated with Manou have affected the weather pattern on the island, bringing rains and gusty 70-km per hour winds.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng051969&dte=05/05/2003
One Million Rendered Homeless As Flooding Gets Worse

The Nation (Nairobi): At least one million people have been displaced in floods that have swamped parts of Western and Nyanza provinces. And to avoid further loss of life, people living on the banks of the Tana River in Coast Province were asked to leave their homes after the river burst its banks, destroying 200 acres of crops. Thousands of refugees have been made homeless at Dadaab camp in Garissa following flooding. In response to the disaster which has seen more than 30 people drown throughout the country, Vice-President Michael Wamalwa yesterday launched an emergency fund for flood victims, as meteorologists predicted the rains will continue. Although they will ease in some areas - notably Nairobi, Central, North Eastern and the South East - forecasts show heavy rains will continue to pound the West, adding to the misery in Nyando and Budalang'I areas. The VP described the plight of the flood victims as "desperate and

bleak."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305060012.html
Alert: Lake Chad is Shrinking

Daily Trust (Abuja): The Lake Chad, lying at the North East edge of the country may disappear entirely from Nigeria's map, if its current shrinking rate continues unabated. According to Malam Abdulrahaman Ibrahim, a Yobe-based civil servant who has done extensive private study on desertification in Northern Nigeria, "the borders and depths of the Lake Chad have continuously shrunk over the years because the Federal government of Nigeria has failed to dredge or carry out any form of conservation or damage control. "Whereas, the Nigerian part of the lake had been taken up by residents from these other countries, which built houses on its shores, the neighbours have taken care of their part of the lake by dredging," the expert said. The Nigerian part of the lake has shrunk by about 5 kilometers between year 1975 and 2000 according to the expert who said he actually measured this loss. Loss of biodiversity on the Nigerian soil as against the rich ecosystem of the Nigerian and Chadian part is now a major characteristic of the shrinking lake, Daily Trust gathered.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305050612.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Iran Ready for Environment Protection Studies: Hojjat 
The Tehran Times, May 3, 2003 - UNITED NATIONS, New York -- Deputy Head of Iran's Environment Protection Organization Yousef Hojjat said here Thursday that Iran is ready to contribute to environment protection studies. 
Hojjat told the United Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer that Iran is seriously concerned over environmental conditions in the region. 
Toepfer said that UNEP is busy with a master environment protection plan, IRNA reported. 
Hojjat had told the UN Sustainable Development Commission meeting here on Thursday that non-governmental organizations in developing or developed states should forge stronger public partnership to protection of environment.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=5/3/03&Cat=2&Num=003

World Environment Day literary & arts competition set
The Philstar, By Benny G. Enriquez, Publish Date: [Sunday, May 04, 2003]
On June 5, the "World Environment Day (WED)" will be celebrated with the theme "Water – Two Billion People Are Dying for It". For the highlight of the celebration, United Nations Environment Programme’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP/ROAP) is holding an art and writing competition for students from six to 16 years old. 
Adopting this year’s WED theme, the competition aims to raise awareness about water conservation and management and share experience between developed and developing countries. This year’s theme must be interpreted in the entries, in the form of poems, paintings or drawings, still photos or short essays drawn from real day-to-day experience of water management in schools, communities and homes. 
Illustrations of traditional folklore and indigenous methods for conservation, collection and purification of water and practical solutions to water scarcity, poor water quality and resource conflict are also encouraged. 
A selection of best entries will be exhibited for WED in Bangkok, Thailand, and will be considered for publication in UNEP’s educational booklet. Prizes for the best three entries will be given directly by UNEP/ROAP. 
The 1st prize winner will receive round trip air tickets to Bangkok for two, hotel accommodation and living allowance for the duration of their stay. The second and third prize winners will each received a certificate. 
Entries must be sent directly to the person address below UNEP/ROAP on or before May 5, 2003. 
Attention: JANE LUGO-MORALES, Information Assistant, United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP/ROAP), 10th Floor, UN Building, Rajdamnern Ave., Bangkok 10200, Thailand, Tel. No, (662) 288-1873, Fax No. (662) 280-3829 Email: lugo-morales@un.org 
Detailed rules and entry forms are available in the Environmental Education Information Division, EMB-DENR, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Q.C. Tel/Fax Nos. 920-2251 to 522. Entry forms can be downloaded via http:\emb.gov.ph
http://www.philstar.com/philstar/archive/archive.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP or UN in the news

*Relocation of UNEP back on the agenda
Government ready to offer facilities

In anticipation of the World Environment Day (WED) being held in Lebanon next June, some environmental experts found it important to address the issue of relocating the United Nations Environment Program’s regional office back to Beirut.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/05_05_03/art12.asp
Environment in general

*Convention: les ministres de l'UE veulent plus de place à l'environnement



LAGONISSI (AFP) - Les ministres de l'Environnement de l'Union européenne réunis à Lagonissi (sud-est d'Athènes) ont jugé insuffisante samedi la place accordée à l'environnement et au développement durable dans le projet de Constitution de la future UE élargie, préparé par la Convention que préside Valéry Giscard d'Estaing.
http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030503153244.7t807hjg.html
*Church goes eco-friendly with new tax for members

THE Church of Ireland is planning to launch a 'green' offensive - by asking worshippers to contribute to a voluntary 'eco-tax'. The donations would be used to finance a new 'energy and ecology' fund. 

http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/news/story.jsp?story=403048
___________________________________________________________ 
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN expands international relief presence in Baghdad

*
IAEA wants to send team to Iraq to probe reported looting of nuclear facilities

*
Iraq: UN humanitarian staff establish permanent presence in Basra

*
International report examines affect of West Bank ‘wall’ on Palestinians

*
Quartet envoys meet to plan next steps in implementation of Middle East Road Map
*
Liberia: Security Council announces intention to extend sanctions

*
Security Council urged to rethink Liberia sanctions in light of regional violence

*
UN relief agency demands security guarantees from Liberian government

*
Annan and Australian Prime Minister meet, discuss post-conflict Iraq

*
UN-backed Sierra Leone court calls on Liberian leader to turn over fugitives 

*
Security Council voices concern about Ituri region of DR of Congo

*
DR of Congo: UN mission ‘deplores’ fresh violence in Ituri province

*
UN agency begins airlifting aid to flooded refugee camp in Kenya

*
WHO team arrives in Taiwan to support efforts to combat spread of SARS

*
UN health agency backs production in Tanzania of indigenous anti-malaria medicine

*
Annan highlights UN agency’s role in building better cities

*
AIDS, sexual exploitation threaten progress of child welfare in Asia – UNICEF

*
Attack on deminers in Afghanistan leaves 1 dead, UN reports

* * * * 

Iraq: humanitarian

5 May – United Nations relief agencies continued to expand their international operations in Iraq today, five days after returning from a war-imposed absence of six weeks, regaining the use of some offices, confronting the destruction of others, and ready to collaborate with American authorities to prevent duplication of humanitarian efforts. 

The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, held a symbolic ribbon cutting ceremony at the Baghdad offices of the World Health Organization to express the UN’s appreciation to the national staff for the job they did rehabilitating the offices, which had been severely looted.

But the damage to other UN offices is severe. In the UN Development Programme (UNDP) compound, which also hosts the offices of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) and UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the effects of looting are glaringly evident: furniture, equipment, doors, windows are all gone. Out of the five buildings only one has not been burnt. All the others are seriously damaged.

At a weekend press briefing, in Baghdad Mr. Lopes da Silva said he would meet in the coming days with Iraqi bureaucrats in various technical ministries so that they can guide the UN in trying to establish urgent needs and how they can best be addressed.

He added that in that process his office intended to establish collaborative relations with the United States-run Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance. “Our aim here is not to replace the administration,” he said. “The administration of the country is the Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance and we intend to establish with that organism a collaborative and close relationship so we know what are their plans, they know what are our plans and we make sure that we fill gaps. Our duty is to fill gaps, not to duplicate efforts.”

* * *
Iraq: inspections

5 May – Voicing concern over reports that there had been looting at Iraq’s nuclear facilities, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has asked the United States to confirm the situation and allow an IAEA team to investigate.

IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei has not yet received a response to the letter in which he requested that the United States allow in the investigative mission to find out what the state of Iraq’s nuclear facilities are. 

Last month Mr. ElBaradei wrote to the US Government, asking it to ensure the security and safety of all nuclear material in Iraq, which has been under IAEA seal since 1991. He indicated that until IAEA inspectors returned, the United States had responsibility for maintaining security at Iraq’s nuclear storage facilities.

* * *
Iraq: humanitarian

3 May – The United Nations today established a permanent presence of humanitarian staff in war-ravaged Basra, Iraq’s largest southern city and home to over 1 million people. 

In announcing this development, the world body pledged to coordinate emergency relief efforts, working with non-governmental organizations and liaising with local authorities in Basra to evaluate critical needs and provide targeted assistance to the area’s most vulnerable people. 

The UN, which has re-established its presence in Baghdad and Erbil, also announced plans to send humanitarian staff to Mosul and Hilla as soon as conditions permit. 

Today, 25 staff from the Office of the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP) arrived in Basra from Kuwait to set up offices and living accommodation in the city. 

Staff from other UN agencies, including the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP), are slated to join the team tomorrow to expand humanitarian activities in Basra, which needs assistance to restore health, sanitation, water, food and education services, as well as help in clearing unexploded ammunition. 

With the new deployments, the UN now has about 100 international staff located in Iraq on a permanent basis.

* * *
Middle East

5 May – A new report by international donors, which includes the United Nations, has found that a separation barrier Israel is building in the West Bank could cut off 12,000 Palestinians from their land, work and essential social services.

Israel began building the wall in 2002 in the context of continuing violence and terror attacks on its civilians. International donors to the Palestinians commissioned the report because of concern that it could harm Palestinian livelihoods and the viability of local economies, and might negatively affect the delivery of humanitarian aid and damage assistance projects.

The report recommends that donors should closely monitor the continuing construction, its impact and its implications for the Palestinian population, and that donors should provide assistance to affected communities and households.

The report was researched and written by a team of experts under the direction of the Local Aid Coordination Committee’s (LACC) Humanitarian and Emergency Policy Group, which includes the European Union, Norway, the United States, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, and the World Bank.

The report finds that in some places the wall is located as much as six kilometres inside the West Bank. When completed, as many as approximately 12,000 Palestinians could be left on the western, Israel-facing side of the wall, cut-off from their land, workplaces and essential social services.

To obtain land on which the wall is being constructed in the West Bank, Israel is requisitioning private property pursuant to military orders. Every landowner appeal to an Israeli military committee, and beyond that to the Israeli High Court, has been rejected.

In addition, the Government of Israel states that the construction of the wall is a temporary measure but its extent, nature and cost and, in particular its location inside the West Bank and east of the Green Line suggest to Palestinians that the project has more permanent implications.

The report notes that the 1995 Interim Agreement between the two sides states that neither party “will change the status of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip pending the outcome of the permanent status negotiations” and that “the integrity and status” of the West Bank and Gaza Strip “will be preserved during the interim period.” It adds that Israel argues that the wall is a temporary measure and therefore compatible with the Agreement.

* * * 

Middle East

5 May – The diplomatic Quartet for the Middle East – comprising the United Nations, United States, Russian Federation and European Union – is meeting at the envoys level today to discuss how to move ahead with the implementation of the Road Map peace plan.

Attending the meeting this evening in Tel Aviv are the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed Larsen, Russian Envoy Andrei Vdovin, EU Envoy Miguel Moratinos and US Assistant Secretary of State Nicholas Burns.

The Road Map – which calls for a series of parallel steps by the Israelis and Palestinians over the next three years towards a realizing the vision of two states, Israel and Palestine, living side-by-side in peace and security – was handed over to the parties last week.
“The members of the Quartet will work with the parties and key regional actors towards the implementation of the Road Map, in accordance with that vision,” the group said in a statement released after the handover of the document.

* * * 

Liberia

5 May – A United Nations Security Council expert panel has returned from a three-month investigation in West Africa – a volatile region “awash in weapons” – convinced that perhaps sanctions against Liberia alone are not sufficient, when rebels and governments in as many as five neighbouring countries share responsibility for the region’s spiralling violence and chaos.

“The basis for the imposition of the sanctions against Liberia needs to be reassessed because violence and conflict are spreading across the region and are generated not only by Liberian forces,” the Security Council’s independent expert panel investigating compliance with international sanctions levied against Monrovia concludes in a report released at UN Headquarters in New York today.

“A comprehensive new approach by the Security Council to the situation in all of West Africa is required,” states the report, which paints a picture of violence and one-upmanship – fuelled by illegal arms and gem trading – in which even Liberian President Charles Taylor admits to violating the arms embargo and banditry and lawlessness have become a way of life among the regions’ youth.

The panel found that Liberia is still violating the arms embargo, stressing that violence inside the country this year has escalated “to the point where no Liberian today can claim not to be affected by it.” Revenue-generating projects have ground to a halt and some are even being abandoned. Poor governance, corruption and insecurity have ensured that there has been no significant investment in recent years.

On the humanitarian front, the panel notes that in recent months many humanitarian agencies have withdrawn most of their staff because of the widening conflict and because the Government is unable and unwilling to provide for the basic needs of Liberians.

The report also notes that the ongoing conflict has spilled over into Sierra Leone, Guinea and now Côte d’Ivoire, posing a new threat to the region as a whole. The report details the ways Monrovia and rival armed rebel groups continue to violate the UN arms embargo, through a network of Serbian arms dealers, Chinese timber companies and fake documents. Some of the same companies, the panel says, have delivered weapons to neighbouring countries.

The panel makes a number of observations and recommendations regarding violations of the arms embargo, control of diamonds, government accounting and civil aviation in Liberia and in the sub-region. It notes that to prevent Liberia from further decay, international assistance to reorganize its revenue system is required.

* * *

Liberia

5 May – Reiterating “strong concern” at the deteriorating security and humanitarian situation in Liberia and its effects on the West African sub-region, the United Nations Security Council today expressed its intention to renew the sanctions levied against Monrovia for another 12 months and to extend them to include a ban on timber exports.

The Council’s President, Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, announced the intention to extend the measures in a statement to the press following the 15-nation body’s six-month review of the situation in Liberia. The Council also heard the report of its expert panel, which had just retuned from West Africa on a follow-up investigation of Liberia’s compliance with the sanctions. 

Council members today called on the Government of Liberia, the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and all armed rebel groups to enter into ceasefire talks without preconditions and to allow free access for humanitarian agencies, said Ambassador Akram.

“Council members regretted that the Government of Liberia had not fully complied with the Council’s demands in resolution 1343,” he said, adding that they looked forward to the day when all the requirements in the resolutions are met and Liberia is no longer subject to sanctions.

“Council members hoped that their mission to West Africa later this month would offer new opportunities to make progress towards peace and stability in the sub-region,” Ambassador Akram said.

* * *

Liberia

5 May – With armed militia now setting their sights on relief camps and transit centres, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has called on the Government of Liberia to provide security guarantees before it will resume food distributions to refugees and internally-displaced people (IDPs) in camps near the capital, Monrovia.

WFP’s country director, Justin Bagirishya, today reported a direct link between food distribution and attacks on refugee and transit camps, as the long-running conflict between government troops and insurgents in Liberia continues to rage. “Following a violent assault on a camp,” he said “refugees would be forced to flee the fighting, abandoning recently-distributed food, which would then seized by the armed combatants.”

This grave revelation recently prompted WFP and its partners to call a consultative meeting with the Liberian Government, including the head of the Liberia Refugees, Repatriation and Resettlement Commission, a state body responsible for the fate of refugees in the country. At that meeting, the agencies requested security guarantees from the government.

“The protection of UN staff, non-governmental organizations and beneficiaries of relief food distribution is the responsibility of the government,” said Mr. Bagirishya, stressing that humanitarian agencies had neither security forces nor military escort. “We work under a guaranteed security situation created by the host government.”

WFP and other humanitarian organizations have lost access to 70 per cent of the country during the conflict. Earlier this year, Joh Rondo, Ricks and Wilson Corner camps, all near Monrovia, came under assault before or during food distribution.

* * *

Australia

5 May – Secretary-General Kofi Annan met with Prime Minister John Howard of Australia today at United Nations Headquarters in New York, where they held discussions on a range of topics, including post-conflict Iraq and regional issues such as Timor-Leste and Bougainville.

Speaking at a press briefing afterwards, Mr. Howard told reporters he had indicated to the Secretary-General that it was necessary for all of the UN Member States to look forward in relation to the post-conflict period in Iraq as there was very little to be gained in rehashing old arguments.

The Prime Minister also stressed that as part of the coalition, Australia wished to see a restoration of basic services, and noted that “great progress” was already being made in relation to that.

“We want to see the affairs of Iraq handed back to the Iraqi people as soon as practicable,” Mr. Howard said. “We want to see the emergence of a free and open government that is responsive to the wishes of the people of Iraq and I think all of the efforts of the world community should be directed towards that.”

Asked about whether the United Nations would play a political role in post-conflict Iraq, as it had done during the meetings in Bonn, Germany, for Afghanistan, Mr. Howard responded that the United Nations could play a positive, constructive role.

“I think it is important to recognize that the effective administering authority in Iraq is the coalition, but consistent with that, there are many roles that can be discharged by the United Nations,” he said, noting that the Organization was already playing an effective role in relation to humanitarian assistance, and could involved in issues such as human rights and organizing elections in the future.

* * *

Sierra Leone

5 May – Citing strong evidence that two fugitives indicted for wartime atrocities are hiding out in Liberia, the chief prosecutor for the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has said that any credibility Liberian President Charles Taylor has left is riding on his promise to arrest and surrender the former rebel commanders. 

“Sam Bokarie and Johnny Paul Koroma are international fugitives hiding in Liberia,” David M. Crane, the Court’s Prosecutor said in Freetown yesterday. “I expect Mr. Taylor to fulfil his international obligations and immediately release these war criminals to the Court. Any credibility he still has with the international community is now linked to this promise.”  

Mr. Crane offered specific, up-to-the minute details regarding the whereabouts of the fugitives for Liberian authorities in the wake of reports late last week that Monrovia had no information on the two, and that President Taylor was committed to ridding the sub-region of violent non-state actors. 

Mr. Crane said the Court had “credible information” that, as of Sunday morning, Mr. Koroma was in the Foya Kamala area in Liberia’s Lofa County, and that Mr. Bokarie is in Kahnple, a small village in Nimba County.  

The two former rebel commanders were indicted along with five other suspects implicated in a decade’s worth of human rights violations during Sierra Leone’s brutal civil war. All had connections to the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), and now face charges ranging from murder and sexual slavery, to forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers. Only Mr. Koroma and Mr. Bokarie remain at large.

According to Alan White, the Court’s Chief of Investigations, Mr. Koroma is allegedly commanding a new, heavily-armed unit of perhaps 3,000 former RUF militia, set up by President Taylor. The arms have come from outside the country, in spite of the UN arms embargo. Mr. Bokarie is also said to be accompanied by an RUF contingent.  

“I call on all West African nations, and others genuinely interested in peace and stability for the region to seize, arrest and surrender these individuals to the Court,” Mr. Crane said, adding that there could be no peace in West Africa until this was done.  “There can be no hiding place for them. They must be brought to justice.” 

* * *

DR of Congo

5 May – The members of the United Nations Security Council today voiced concern about the situation in the Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), calling on all sides in the conflict to end actions that might undo a fragile ceasefire plan in the area.

Council members “urged all Congolese parties and all states in the region to support the process initiated by the Ituri Pacification Commission and to refrain from any activity which could undermine this process,” the President of the 15-nation body, Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, said in a press statement. “They reiterated that Uganda must fulfil its commitment to withdraw its forces from the Ituri area.”

Commending the efforts of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) in the region and expressing their full support for the Mission, Council members also condemned “in the strongest terms” all threats and harassments to MONUC personnel on the ground, Ambassador Akram said. They also expressed their condolences over the deaths of MONUC personnel from the Russian Federation and China, and the injuries received by a Rumanian member of the mission.

Council members also denounced the violence that took place recently in the Kivus and demanded that such acts of violence cease immediately. They “stressed that actions such as support to armed militias and fuelling of ethnic tensions are totally inconsistent with national and local efforts at peace unification and reconciliation, and must end immediately,” the Council President said.

In addition, Council members reiterated that the leaders of all the warring factions should be held personally accountable for human rights violations committed in Ituri and other regions of the DRC, according to the statement, which also welcomed progress towards the establishment of the transitional government.

“The members of the Council noted the need to address these urgent issues during the upcoming Security Council mission to the region,” Ambassador Akram said.

* * *

DR of Congo 

5 May – The volatile Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) was again the scene of deadly violence as brutal weekend clashes between two rival groups vying for control of the town left five dead and countless others wounded, according to the United Nations mission in the country.

In a statement issued yesterday, The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said it “greatly deplored” renewed hostilities in Bunia – the principal city of Ituri District in the northeast of the country – where fighting on Saturday resulted in at least five deaths and many more wounded and displaced.

MONUC said the renewed fighting constitutes an “unacceptable violation” of the local-level ceasefire signed on 18 March, threatening the “promising and undeniable gains” made by the Ituri Pacification Commission (IPC), which rival militia and tribal groups agreed to set up to manage the region until a new post-war national government takes over. 

According to the Mission, firefights involving both light and heavy weaponry erupted in several areas of Bunia on Saturday morning, targeting MONUC and other UN offices, and provoking panic among residents. The fighting took place between armed Lendu and Hema groups, which are vying for the control of the town in anticipation of the complete withdrawal of Ugandan forces.

The Uruguayan peacekeeping contingent, which was in the Mission’s local headquarters, returned fire when fired upon. The Mission says that at least 50 civilians, mostly women and children, are being housed in a UN compound after seeking the protection of peacekeepers. 

In a separate incident, a UN facility used by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) was subsequently looted. No UN staff were injured during the weekend’s fighting. By early afternoon, the Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF), which has been reducing its presence in Ituri, retook control of Bunia and redeployed military police patrols, as did MONUC, reinforced by forces of the Congolese National Police, who arrived on Sunday.

The Mission urged all signatories to the March agreement to immediately respect their commitment to withdraw their armed forces from Bunia, and to return to their respective bases. “It is under such conditions that the IPC, with the support of MONUC, would be in a position to assure an effective return of peace and security to Bunia and Ituri,” the statement said. 

Meanwhile the Mission’s Peacekeeping Force commander, Gen. Mountaga Diallo, will travel to Bunia tomorrow as part of MONUC’s effort to address the problems at the highest level.

* * *

Kenya

5 May – The United Nations refugee agency today began airlifting emergency supplies to thousands of stranded refugees in Kenya who lost their homes to four days of torrential rains.

Since last week, a complex comprised of three camps for some 130,000 refugees in Dadaab has been cut off by heavy rains that washed away parts of the only road connecting the camp to the country’s capital, Nairobi, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said. Airlifts are now the only viable means of transport to this remote camp close to the Kenyan border with Somalia.

UNHCR-chartered flights began delivering fuel yesterday from Garissa, a provincial capital located some 100 kilometres away. Ten flights have already delivered 12,000 litres of fuel in an initial delivery that is expected to meet the camp’s fuel needs for up to eight days.

The diesel is used for vehicles and for generators that provide power to offices, hospitals, clinics, and drive water pumps throughout the camp. The refugee agency said the low fuel stocks have already reduced supplies of usable water by nearly half. School has also been disrupted, as classrooms remain buried under water.

More than 650 refugee families are now homeless in one of the three Dadaab camps, which shelters some 40,000 refugees. Refugees reported that they had lost a large number of livestock in the floods. UNHCR said 550 refugee shelters had so far collapsed and it is continuing to assess the situation closely.

Affected families have been relocated to a community centre and the UNHCR field office. Other refugees are staying with friends or relatives in drier parts of the camp. The UN World Food Programme (WFP) is also providing sacks to be used as sandbags to protect hospitals and clinics around the two camps.

UNHCR said it is working with the Kenyan Government to expedite the release from customs of plastic sheeting used by refugees to cover their shelters. More than 18,000 pieces of plastic sheeting are awaiting customs clearance at Mombassa.

* * *

SARS

5 May – A United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) team arrived today in Taiwan Province of China, to support health authorities there in combating the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) outbreak, which has accelerated considerably during the past week.

Taiwan announced yesterday a cumulative total of 100 probable cases of SARS, a number representing almost a tripling of cases over the past 10 days, according to WHO. The agency’s two-person team – with expertise in epidemiology and virology – will visit hospitals and consult with local health authorities to get a clear picture of how the outbreak is developing. 

The team’s principal focus will be on the possible need to strengthen infection control procedures, as the outbreak has affected a number of hospital staff. They will also advise Taiwan officials on how best to stop the spread of the virus on the island.

The country’s Centre for Disease Control reported the first two suspected SARS cases, in a couple, on 14 March, and by 16 April a total of 27 probable cases had been detected. WHO said investigation of cases determined that all either had a travel history to an affected area, or had been in close contact with patients. 

Several staff at two hospitals have become infected, forcing Taiwanese authorities to impose, on 28 April, a mandatory 14-day quarantine on all incoming travellers from China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Macao and Toronto, Canada. Since the outbreak began, 8 deaths have occurred in Taiwan.

Latest global statistics indicate a total of 6,583 cases with 461 deaths.

* * *

Malaria

5 May – The World Health Organization (WHO) said today it plans to provide technical support to Tanzania for the commercial production of a plant-based medicine reputed to have the highest cure rate for malaria, with the hope of making the drug affordable to those in dire need.

Artemisia annua – a medicinal plant of Chinese origin – flourishes in Tanzania where it is grown in the southern and northern highlands. WHO said the raw plant is exported to Europe for processing into anti-malarial medicines, which are then imported by African countries and sold at a cost far beyond the means of those in need. 

“We are certainly excited by the prospects (for commercial production and marketing in Africa) of this medicine because it will be more affordable to those who need it the most,” WHO Regional Director Ebrahim Samba said of the agency’s efforts to help fight the disease that kills a million people worldwide every year, 90 per cent of them in Africa.

Local production of the medicine could mean a drop from the current $6 to $7 per dose to a more affordable $2 per dose, saving the many lives lost to malaria. WHO said that most of those killed are children – one African child out of every five succumbs to the illness before the age of five. WHO’s provision of process technology for local production in Tanzania will help prevent such tragic loses. 

“We will also provide the country with pure arteminisinin (the active medicine in the medicinal plant) and dihydro-artemisinin to serve as reference substances so as to guarantee the quality of local production,” Dr. Samba said, elaborating on the nature of assistance the agency will be giving. He added that the agency would also assist with the necessary monitoring, “to ensure the development of the requisite process technology locally.”

Experts from the WHO regional office, after a recent field visit to Tanzania, concluded that the production of the medicine locally was a viable option, particularly given the fact that the indigenous variety of Artemisia annua was 10 to 15 times more potent than the varieties found in China and Thailand.

To support WHO’s efforts, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) will provide $6.5 million over five years to the agency to facilitate the strengthening of traditional health systems for malaria control and prevention in Africa.

* * *

UN-HABITAT

5 May – As the governing board of the United Nations agency for urban settlements opened its annual session today in Kenya, Secretary-General Kofi Annan reminded delegates that the world is counting on them to guide the collective efforts to build peaceful and prosperous cities.

In a message to the UN Human Settlement Programme (UN-HABITAT) meeting, Mr. Annan noted that the agency has been at the forefront of helping governments manage the complex problems of urbanization, including successful post-conflict rehabilitation and the reconstruction of urban areas, and that the global community continues to count on this strategic vision.

The Governing Council of UN-HABITAT – the UN agency mandated to promote socially and environmentally sustainable towns and cities with the goal of providing shelter for all – is meeting through tomorrow in Nairobi to discuss the agency’s work programme and budget for 2004-2005. This year’s session will also focus on themes related to urban development and shelter strategies favouring the poor, and the rural dimension of sustainable urban development.

In his message, which was delivered on his behalf by UN-HABITAT Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka, Mr. Annan said: “Indeed, such concerns and challenges – including the need to improve the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers by 2020 – are at the hearts of the Millennium Development Goals and other commitments made by world leaders.”

Mr. Annan added that good governance was a crucial factor in attracting the financing necessary to improve conditions in slums and provide safe water and sanitation services. He also urged the Council to take a holistic approach that takes into account the economic and environmental concerns of a city’s neighbouring rural communities.

In her own policy statement, Ms. Tibaijuka warned that, “If we do not commit the necessary resources and the proper capabilities to managing the problems of urbanization, cities will continue to be seen as a development problem and not as a solution.”

* * *

UNICEF

5 May – Warning that AIDS and sexual exploitation jeopardized the progress made in improving child welfare in Asia and the Pacific, the head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called for concerted action to combat both problems.

“All the hard-earned gains for children in such areas as poverty reduction, education and nutrition will be swept away if we do not confront the HIV/AIDS threat with all our resources, courage and commitment,” Executive Director Carol Bellamy told the opening of the Sixth East Asia and Pacific Ministerial Consultation on Children in Bali, Indonesia.

She noted the region’s extraordinarily high rate of child trafficking, largely for commercial sexual exploitation. More needed to be done to combat this business, which must “rank among the worst violations of child rights in our world,” she told the meeting, the first high-level conference on child welfare since the UN General Assembly’s special session on children in New York almost exactly a year ago.

Bringing together more than 200 participants, including senior officials from UNICEF, other UN agencies, donor governments, non-governmental organizations, and young people from 20 countries across the region, the three-day conference aims to map out a regional plan for children for the coming decade.

In her opening speech Indonesian President Megawati Sukarnoputri noted that the data were depressing, with more than 10 million children dying globally each year before they even celebrated their fifth birthday, and she called on all nations of the world to work hard for the protection and well-being of children.

Ms. Bellamy stressed the importance of partnerships and participation by civil society as being key elements for rapid and sustainable levels of progress in implementing the special session goals.

The meeting features discussions of major development issues facing the region today, including the HIV/AIDS epidemic, maternal mortality, commercial sexual exploitation of children and child trafficking, nutrition, and education.

* * *

Afghanistan

4 May – One anti-landmine staffer has been killed and another seriously injured after their car was attacked in Afghanistan, the United Nations reported today. 

Unknown assailants on Saturday shot at a vehicle belonging to the Afghan Development Association (ADA), a non-governmental organization, said David Singh, a spokesman for the UN Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). 

The incident took place in Wardak Province on the main Kabul to Kandahar road, which has since been closed pending a security assessment. 

“The driver, an Afghan national was killed instantly and one of the two passengers – both national staff – was seriously injured,” Mr. Singh said. “The uninjured passenger travelled by foot to a nearby village for help.” 

According to the spokesman, UN Mine Dog Clearance vehicles later drove with the ADA passengers back to Kabul. 

“The motive for the attack is yet unknown,” said Mr. Singh, adding that local authorities are investigating. 

ADA has been working in Afghanistan for over a decade in demining and other sectors, including agriculture, education and community development.

* *** *

_______________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

          Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Iraq

           UN humanitarian operations in Iraq are continuing to intensify day by day as international staff returns to the  country.

           In Baghdad today, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, held a symbolic     ribbon-cutting ceremony at the local offices of the World Health Organization to express the UN’s appreciation to the  national staff for the job they did rehabilitating the offices, which had been severely looted.

           Unfortunately, the damage to other UN system offices was severe.  As the UN team moved into the United  Nations Development Programme (UNDP) compound, which also hosts the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), International Telecommunications Union, United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) offices, it saw the results of looting:  furniture, equipment, doors, windows are all gone.  Out of the five buildings, only one has not been burnt. 

     All others are seriously damaged.

           During a press briefing in Baghdad on Saturday, Lopes da Silva said he will meet in the coming days with the Iraqi bureaucrats in various technical ministries so they can guide the UN in trying to establish urgent needs and how they can best be addressed.  Lopes da Silva said that in that process his office intends to establish a collaborative  relation with the United States-run Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance.  “Our aim here”, he said, “is not to replace the administration...  Our duty is to fill gaps, not to duplicate efforts.”

           Over the weekend, the UN established a permanent presence of humanitarian staff in Basra.  Twenty-five staff  from the Office of the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, the UN Children’s Fund and the World Food Programme  arrived in Basra from Kuwait to set up offices and living accommodation in the city.  The UN will help coordinate emergency relief efforts, working with

     non-governmental organizations and liaising with local authorities in Basra to evaluate critical needs and provide targeted assistance to those most in need.

           **IAEA/Iraq

           The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said over the weekend that it found reports that there had been looting at Iraq’s nuclear facilities disturbing, and it has requested that the United States confirm the situation and allow for an IAEA team to investigate.

           IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei, in a letter, requested that the United States allow an IAEA  investigative mission to find out what the state of Iraq’s nuclear facilities is.  The Agency has not yet received a response to that letter.

           Last month on 10 April, ElBaradei had written to the US Government, asking that it ensure the security and  safety of all the nuclear material in Iraq, which has been under IAEA seal since 1991.  ElBaradei indicated that, until the Agency’s inspectors return to Iraq, the US has responsibility for maintaining security at Iraq’s nuclear storage facilities.

        **Middle East/Road Map

           The Middle East Diplomatic Quartet is meeting at the envoy level today in Tel Aviv.  This includes the UN  envoy, Terje Roed Larsen, Russian Envoy  Andrei Vdovin, European Union Envoy Miguel Moratinos and US Assistant Secretary of State Nicholas Burns.  They are to discuss how to move ahead with the implementation of the Road Map.

           **Wall/Israel

           International donors to the Palestinians yesterday released a report detailing the socio-economic impact of Israel’s construction of a separation barrier in the West Bank.  The donor community commissioned the report  because of concern that the wall could harm Palestinian livelihoods and the viability of local economies, and that it  might have a negative impact on the delivery of humanitarian aid and could also damage assistance projects.

           The 67-page report says that, in some places, the Wall is located as much as six kilometres inside the West  Bank.  When completed, as many as approximately 12,000 Palestinians could be left on the western side of the Wall, facing Israel, cut off from their land, workplaces and essential social services.

          The separation barrier is a complex series of walls, barriers, trenches and fences commonly referred to as “the Wall.”  Israel began construction of it in summer 2002 in the context of continuing violence and terror attacks against its civilians.  The report was written by humanitarian experts from the European Union, Norway, the United States, the United Nations and the World Bank.

           A press release, as well as a limited number of copies of the report, are available upstairs.  The report is also available on the UN’s humanitarian Web site, ReliefWeb.

           **Security Council - Liberia

           At 3:00 p.m. today, the Security Council is scheduled to hold consultations to review sanctions on Liberia.  Members of the independent panel of experts whose report is out today will be present.

           The report says that Liberia's conflict is spilling over into neighboring countries and poses new risks of a  vicious cycle of violence in the subregion.  It notes that “Armed youths from Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea and now Côte d’Ivoire, who have become accustomed to a life of conflict, banditry and lawlessness have joined armed groups in Liberia and in western Côte d’Ivoire.”

           The panel makes a number of observations and recommendations regarding violations of the arms embargo,  control of diamonds, government accounting and civil aviation in Liberia and in the subregion.  On the humanitarian front, the panel notes that, in recent months, many humanitarian agencies have withdrawn most of their staff because of the widening conflict and because the Government is unable and unwilling to provide for the basic needs of Liberians.

           The World Food Programme today demanded the Liberian Government provide security guarantees before the resumption of food distributions to refugees and internally displaced people in camps near the capital, Monrovia.

           **Sierra Leone Special Court

           Yesterday afternoon in Freetown, Sierra Leone, David Crane, the Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra  Leone, offered specific details regarding the whereabouts of the two remaining indictees who are not in the Court’s custody, Johnny Paul Koroma and Sam Bockarie. 

           Crane said he had credible information that, as of Sunday morning, Koroma was in the Foya Kamala area in Liberia’s Lofa County, and Bockarie was in Kahnple, a small village in Nimba County, also in Liberia.  He called on  Liberian President Charles Taylor to arrest and turn over the two indicted war criminals.  The Court’s Chief of Investigations, Alan White, said that both men were reportedly accompanied by armed rebels belonging to Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front.  We have a press release from the Court with more information.

           **MONUC

           In Bunia, in the Ituri province of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, five persons were killed and many others wounded during armed clashes on Saturday.

          Firefights broke out in a number of neighbourhoods during the morning hours.  There was also specific     targeting of facilities belonging to the UN mission in the DRC.  The Uruguayan peacekeeping contingent, which was in the local UN mission headquarters, returned fire when fired upon.  The UN mission says that at least 50 civilians, mostly women and children, are being housed in a UN compound after seeking the protection of peacekeepers.

           In a separate incident, a UN facility used by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs was subsequently looted.  No UN staff were injured during the weekend’s fighting.  According to the UN mission, the fighting took place between armed Lendu and Hema groups, which are vying for the control of the town in anticipation of the complete withdrawal of Ugandan forces.

           The UN mission in the DRC, in a statement issued yesterday, strongly denounced these clashes, which     constitute an unacceptable violation of the ceasefire agreement signed on 18 March.  The mission chief Military Force  Commander, General Mountaga Diallo, will travel to Bunia tomorrow as part of the mission’s efforts to address this problem at the highest level.  There is more information in a press release upstairs.

           **Kenya - Humanitarian

           The UN refugee agency began airlifting much-needed supplies for thousands of refugees rendered homeless  by massive flooding in Kenya's Dadaab camp close to the border with Somalia after heavy rains wrecked their homes four days ago.

           Garissa district, where the three-camp Dadaab complex for 130,000 refugees is located, is considered one of  the worst flood-affected areas in north-eastern Kenya.  Last week's flooding was caused by the Tana River bursting its  banks into the valley where the camps are located.

           **Afghanistan

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, is in New York to brief  Security Council members tomorrow.

           In weekend news from Kabul, the UN mission in Afghanistan reports that a vehicle belonging to the Afghan Development Association (ADA), a demining non-governmental organization, was shot at by unknown assailants on the main Kabul to Kandahar road.  The driver,  an Afghan national was killed instantly in the Saturday evening incident and one of the two passengers (both national  staff) was seriously injured.

           The mission also reports that Afghanistan is to take a major leap toward entering the age of digital     communication with the release of an important report tomorrow by a team of Afghan, Iranian and Irish computer  experts and linguists that provides, for the first time, the comprehensive information needed by software programmers  and vendors to bring this country’s languages to life on computer keyboards and screens.  Until now, there has been virtually no way for the people of Afghanistan to communicate digitally in their own tongue.  With no existing software  to support the official languages, Pashto and Dari, the use of computers for communication has been effectively blocked, forcing most government and business offices to rely on typewriters.

           **SARS

           A World Health Organization team has arrived in Taipei, Taiwan, to support health authorities in combating the SARS outbreak.  The two-person team, with expertise in epidemiology and virology, will visit hospitals and consult with local health authorities.

           WHO also announced that there will be two virtual press-briefings on SARS this week on Tuesday and     Thursday at 7.00 a.m. New York time.  Journalists will be able to listen via teleconferencing, and queue to ask     questions.  The latest statistics indicate a total of 6,234 cases, with 435 deaths, reported from 27 countries.

           **WHO Supports Production of Anti-malarial Medicine

           The World Health Organization will provide technical support for the development and commercial production of  a plant-based anti-malarial medicine with the highest cure rate for the disease.  The medicine is extracted from a Chinese medical plant, which also flourishes in Tanzania.  WHO plans to provide the Government of Tanzania with the  process technology for the local production of the medicine.

           **UN-HABITAT

           The nineteenth session of the Governing Council of the UN Human Settlements Programme, UN-HABITAT,  opened today in Nairobi.  And in a message delivered on his behalf by Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka, the Secretary-General said the world expected the Programme to create a strategic vision to “guide our collective efforts to build peaceful, prosperous cities”.  He added that good governance was a crucial factor in attracting the financing necessary to improve conditions in slums and provide safe water and sanitation services.  He urged the Council to take  a holistic approach that took into account the economic and environmental concerns of a city’s neighbouring rural communities.

           The first order of business for the Council was the election of Bo Goransson of Sweden as the President of the Council for a two-year term, along with three vice-presidents.  The  meeting continues until Friday.  We have the Secretary-General’s message and a press release with more details.

           **UNICEF

           Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund, Carol Bellamy, told a meeting in Bali today that  consistent investment in the social sector and in children has strengthened the Asia and Pacific region.  Speaking at  the three-day Ministerial Consultation on Children, she stressed the importance of partnerships and participation by civil society in the rapid and sustainable levels of progress towards the goals set at the Special Session of the General Assembly on Children, held in New York a year ago. 

           Bellamy urged the region to make a concerted effort to tackle the HIV/AIDS epidemic and the commercial  sexual exploitation of children.  “All the hard earned gains for children”, she said, “in such areas as poverty reduction,  education and nutrition will be swept away if we do not confront the HIV/AIDS threat with all our resources, courage and commitment.”

           **Budget

           We have two large contributions to the peacekeeping budget to report to you today.  Canada made a payment of more than $5 million and the United States paid more than $80 million.

           **Cafeteria

           Finally, in response to a flood of questions about rioting, looting and malfeasance in the cafeteria on Friday, I  would like to set the record straight.  On Friday afternoon, there was indeed a transfer of responsibilities for the UN cafeteria services from the previous contractor, Restaurant Associates, to a new one, Aramark Restaurant Associates.  And in that connection, it was announced that the cafeteria would close at 3:00 p.m., but the company announced at 1:00 p.m. that staff could come to the cafeteria and not pay for meals.

           The company had made it clear that they wouldn’t charge staff for meals in the main cafeteria, and that they had already shut down their registers and removed all cash from them.  UN Security was present and observed the situation.

           The situation was complicated by an apparent dispute about labour conditions involving the transfer from Restaurant Associates to Aramark, and we would ask you to contact those companies and the staff union    representatives directly for details on that matter.  The United Nations plays no role in the contract negotiations     between the contractors and cafeteria staff.  In any case, staff have been working under normal conditions since  Saturday, as Aramark employees.

           We looked into reports that silverware and other valuables had been taken Friday afternoon.  UN Security informed us today that the vendors did not report any complaints about missing silverware or missing anything else. 

           And as for the report that the Security Council luncheon held in the Delegates’ Dining Room that day was  interrupted and that the Secretary-General never got his coffee, that also seems to be totally untrue.  There was an interruption in service, but it shifted from the staff to management and the Council members enjoyed a full meal and a fruitful discussion.

           That’s all I have for you.  If there are no questions, thank you very much, we’ll see you tomorrow.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  How’s the UN staff going in Iraq?  Under which guideline are they going in, because there was a guideline issued to contact the occupying power?  Is this guideline still in effect?

           Spokesman:  These agencies, funds and programmes have universal mandates, and so the various agencies are operating under those mandates.  They have requested the coalition members to secure the environment; to tell them when the environment is secure.  I don’t believe they received any official notice from the coalition that that was the case.  But they did notify the coalition that they had made the decision on their own to go in.  So, they’re going in under universal mandates.

          Question:  What is the status of Iraq now?

           Spokesman:  Iraq is a founding member of the United Nations; it is occupied by the coalition forces and we’re waiting to see what mandate the Security Council might give for the formation of an internationally recognized government.  Yes, Akran?

           Question:  You mentioned that the offices of the UN were totally damaged.  Were they burned by the people,  or by the missiles or how were they damaged?  And my second question concerns the Quartet.  When they met in Tel Aviv, they met without obstacles or opposition from the people, or how and what is the outcome?

          Spokesman:  As far as I know, looters damaged the UN offices in Iraq and there was no opposition to the Quartet meeting; it’s quite routine for those four members to meet in the region.  Yes, Mr. Baresh?

          Question:  I do (inaudible) that the UN has a problem with the US in, you know, in the food programme in  Baghdad.  I believe that they have some misunderstanding within themselves.  They have always...  (Inaudible.)

           Spokesman:  I am not aware of that.  I’d have to look into that.  I don’t know what it is, therefore, I can’t  comment on it.

          Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Relocation" ��Daily Star (Lebanon) - Relocation of UNEP back on the agenda�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Poverty" ��Agence France Presse - UN shelter agency pledges to improve slums, combat urban poverty�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshes" ��Reuters - U.S. Wants to Restore Part of Iraqi Marshes*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cleanup" ��New Scientist -  Iraq clean-up team being kept out�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Presence" ��Palestine Chronicle - UN Expands International Relief Presence in Baghdad�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Munitions" ��ABC NEWS - �PRIVATE��When the Dust Settles - Do Armor-Piercing Munitions Pose Threat Long After War�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rocks" ��New Scientist -East Africa eyes up hot rocks for fuel of the future�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Plan" ��ENS - UN Makes Two Year Sustainable Water, Energy Plan�








*Reference also made  to UNEP's view on the draining of the Marshes on a CNN programme
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