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WWF Response to the World Climate Change Conference in Moscow 

PRIVATE



To: National Desk and Environmental Reporter 

Contact: Kathleen Sullivan of the World Wildlife Fund, 202-778-9576 or kathleen.sullivan@wwfus.org

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3 /U.S. Newswire/ -- The World Wildlife Fund noted that the World Climate Change Conference in Moscow, Russia, ended today with a strong confirmation of the findings and recommendations by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the scientific body providing scientific information on climate change for the United Nations (news - web sites).

The summary conclusions of the World Climate Change Conference state "The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has provided the basis for much of our present understanding of knowledge in this field in its Third Assessment Report (TAR) in 2001. An overwhelming majority of the scientific community has accepted its general conclusions that climate change is occurring, is primarily a result of human emissions of greenhouse gases and aerosols, and that this represents a threat to people and ecosystems."

"The scientific conference in Moscow has re-confirmed the urgency and the enormous threat that climate change presents for all parts of the world, including Russia," said Jennifer Morgan, director of WWF's International Climate Change Program. "We urge Russia to ratify before the next elections on December 7 take place: There is no time to lose."

The conference, convened by the Russian government and supported by international climate change organizations from September 29 to October 3, 2003, focused on reviewing the science behind the climate change problem.

Russian President Vladimir Putin (news - web sites) opened the Conference with a speech on Monday, September 29, stating that his government was examining the Kyoto Protocol (news - web sites), the world's main tool to combat global warming (news - web sites). So far 118 countries have ratified the Protocol, but Russia's ratification is pivotal to bring the Protocol into force. The annexes to the conclusions of the Conference include strong support for Kyoto ratification by businesses, scientists and civil society.

Germany's Chancellor Schroder will visit President Putin next week. Kyoto Protocol ratification is on the agenda.

Recognizing the problem of potential global climate change, the World Meteorological Organization (news - web sites) (WMO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) established the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 1988. It is open to all members of the UN and WMO. http://www.ipcc.ch/index.html

This news release and associated material can be found on http://www.worldwildlife.org

http://www.usnewswire.com/
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire

October 3, 2003 Friday

UNEP REPORT OUTLINES IMPACT OF AQUARIUM TRADE

Alex Kaplun, Greenwire reporter

      More than 20 million tropical fish, about 10 million  animals and up to 12 million stony corals with a total market value of at least $200 million are taken out of the world's water each year to feed an exploding marine aquarium trade in the United States and Europe, according to a new United Nations report released this week.

      The report, from the U.N. Environment Programme's World Conservation Monitoring Center, is among the first to extensively measure the size and scope of the aquarium trade.  Among other things, researchers found that more than 1,400  different species of fish and 500 species of other animals are harvested mostly from South-East Asia and the Indian and Pacific Oceans each year.

      "For the first time, we have an accurate estimate of the  number of fish, corals and other animals being taken from coral   reefs and brought to public aquariums and fish tanks in homes across Europe and the U.S.," UNEP's executive director Klaus  Toepfer said in a statement. 

      Such a massive industry can have a damaging effect on not only the species harvested for the aquarium trade, but also  other aquatic species that are of no value to fishermen, stated  the report.

      One of the most popular methods for harvesting tropical  fish involves illegal releases of cyanide or other toxic chemicals to stun the fish, making them easier to capture.

      However, the chemicals often do more than stun fish, but kill both targeted and non-targeted species. To account for  post-harvest mortality, fishermen often capture more tropical  fish than they expect to sell, the report found.

      Studies indicate that in the 1990s, more than 70 percent of all fish captured in the Philippines and Indonesia -- two major  exporters of aquarium fish -- were caught using cyanide. Fishing  with cyanide has become illegal in most nations, but the law  tends to be poorly enforced. The aquarium trade can also lead to  decreased fish populations and cause damage to coral reefs,  stated the report.

      "The aquarium fishery can be a problem if destructive   methods and poor husbandry methods are used," said Paul Holthus,  executive director of the Marine Aquarium Council. "If done  correctly, it's a very targeted, high-value industry that can  have very little impact."

      Some aquarium trade advocates believe that the industry's  profitability can translate into conservation of marine life.  The industry has an interest in ensuring that area fish  populations remain viable, which means not only avoiding over  fishing but ensuring the species' habitat -- namely coral reefs -- remains intact as well.

      "The reason reefs are being destroyed ... is due to the  tragedy of the commons," said Gregor Hodgson, director of the  Reef Check program at the University of California-Los Angeles  Institute for the Environment. "People do not give the reefs any  value so they're willing to rape and pillage to get what they  want out of the reefs."

      But Hodgson said the groups that do have an interest in protecting reefs are fishermen who understand their value as a   habitat for tropical fish and tourists. "Tourism and the aquarium trade are the two biggest tools we have to carry out coral reef conservation," he said.

      To that end, the Marine Aquarium Council is creating a certification system for all aquarium fishing-related entities,  from fishermen to retailers, to ensure the industry meets certain environmental standards. MAC officials hope the  certification program will create a market demand for industry products that use effective conservation methods.

      The first, and thus far only, certification came last year, when several fishermen groups in the Philippines received the  status, Holthus said. He added that several other organizations have petitioned MAC to receive certification.

      But Hodgson warned that the certification program could  face opposition from retailers who fear its negative impacts on   business. Retailers "are afraid that it's going to restrict their access to certain kinds of fish, and they're afraid of any  potential costs of the program and any potential regulation," he  said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Life Science Weekly

October 6, 2003

Tourism to most threatened areas surged by over 100% in last decade

      BODY:

      Tourism has increased by more than 100% between 1990 and 2000 in the world's biodiversity hotspots,

      regions richest in species and facing extreme threats, according to a report released by Conservation

      International (CI) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

      "Tourism and Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism's Global Footprint" is the most comprehensive study of its kind

      focusing on the impacts of tourism on biological diversity. In some places the growth has been staggering.

      Over the past decade, tourism has increased by more than 2000% in both Laos and Cambodia; nearly 500%

      in South Africa; over 300% in the countries of Brazil, Nicaragua, and El Salvador; and 128% in the Dominican

      Republic. 

      Tourism generates 11% of global gross domestic product (GDP), employs 200 million people, and transports

      nearly 700 million international travelers per year - a figure that is expected to double by 2020. It is

      considered one of the largest, if not the largest, industries on the planet. With nature and adventure travel

      one of the fastest-growing segments within the tourism industry, the Earth's most fragile, high biodiversity

      areas are where most of that expansion will likely take place. While tourism has the potential to provide

      opportunities for conserving nature, tourism development, when done improperly, can be a major threat to

      biodiversity.

      "We are at a crossroads in the Earth's last strong holds for biodiversity, where nature, struggling

      communities, and the expanding world of tourism meet," says Costas Christ, senior director for Ecotourism at

      Conservation International and lead author of the report. "By linking tourism development with biodiversity

      conservation and the well being of local communities, we can develop strategies that both conserve Earth's

      most endangered ecosystems and help make a significant contribution to alleviating poverty."

      Poorly planned tourism development in the biodiversity hotspots has a range of negative impacts. These

      include removing pristine forests for infrastructure development, pollution, introduction of invasive species,

      water shortages, and degradation of water supplies.

      In addition, tourism development is increasingly linked to the economies of the world's developing countries,

      which are often home to high biodiversity areas. Tourism is a principal export of the 49 least-developed

      countries and number one for 37 of them. While economically significant, tourism can also prove to be

      volatile to local communities. Tourism development can uproot indigenous peoples, cause local goods and

      services to increase, force currency fluctuations, and cause social and cultural disruption.

      "Tourism has huge potential for good or evil. It is in everyone's interest, particularly the industry's, that the

      economic power of 21st century tourism is harnessed for the benefit of local people and wildlife," said Klaus

      Toepfer, executive director of UNEP. "Tourism relies on stable and healthy communities and environments. It

      cannot prosper in areas of environmental decay. So it cannot ruin the very wildlife and landscapes the

      visitors pay to see and then move on. Otherwise we will rapidly run out of the biologically and culturally rich

      locations that underpin the profits of the holiday and vacation business. Fortunately, there are many

      sparkling examples where tourism has balanced the needs of the industry and the visitor, with the needs of

      wildlife and people. We need to encourage and extend these across the globe so that they do not become

      islands of good practice in a sea of environmental decline."

      "Tourism and Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism's Global Footprint" includes maps that chart tourism's growth

      across the planet's most biodiversity rich environments and provides guidelines for governments, private

      businesses, donor organizations, and local communities for supporting more sustainable tourism development.

      The report illustrates how tourism development guided by the principles associated with ecotourism -

      environmental sustainability, protection of nature, and supporting the well being of local peoples - can have

      a positive impact on biodiversity conservation and provide important economic alternatives for local

      communities.

      "Integrating biodiversity conservation into tourism planning can result in better business for the industry,

      while destroying the environment would be considered synonymous with killing the goose that lays the

      golden egg," said Russ Mittermeier, president of Conservation International.

      With the growth of international tourism expanding from 25 million in 1950 to more than 450 million today,

      tourism's reach into the last pristine areas of the planet has brought the industry onto the agenda of

      conservation groups as well as the United Nations Environment Program. Based upon 2 years of

      research, the report aims to help chart a positive way forward for tourism development.

      This article was prepared by Life Science Weekly editors from staff and other reports. __________________________________________________________________________________________

The New Zealand Herald

October 4, 2003 Saturday

Reality check

      All in a slather

      BODY: Hummus maker Lisa Err is the latest to take offence at the antics of Madge, whose anti-GM

      billboard (above) of a modified milking maid has drawn complaints since it was put up this week.

      Err, who has launched an anti-GM campaign of her own, says stunts by the group are taking attention away

      from Take 5, her more moderate campaign to keep GM organisms in the lab for another five years. Madge's

      billboard, directed at research by dairy giant Fonterra using human genes, follows pink bra-flashing at

      Parliament which saw group members banned from the House. Frontwoman Allanah Currie says only "stupid

      white men" are likely to take offence at the billboards. A handful have taken the issue to the Advertising

      Standards Complaints Board, but the former Thompson Twins singer defends the campaign, saying: "I'm a

      feminist and an artist as well and I would be one of the first to say I don't want to see naked women selling

      biscuits but this is . . . about the bigger picture, not just the image." 

      Take 5 says it xpects this weekend to pass 30,000 messages of support by text or website

      (http://www.take5.net.nz www.take5.net.nz

      * * *

      Finding Nemo is a double-edged sword for the fish fraternity. The animated children's blockbuster is driving

      young fans into fish shops and prompting awareness of the fragile eco-systems they are drawn from, but

      fears of fish fatigue are prompting conservationists to beseech: Don't flush!

      Inspired by the adventures of the clownfish - including his unlikely escape down a dentist's spit sink -

      conservationists say hundreds of children in the United States have flushed their pet fish down the toilet,

      hoping to free them. The United Nations Environment Programme is speaking out to discourage the

      practice. It estimates two million people worldwide keep household aquariums, creating a NZ$510 million

      industry.

      "Parents who have aquariums need to explain to their children that the fish will not survive if they are

      flushed," says marine expert Paul Holthus.

      * * *

      Former "King of the Cornflakes" Merv Smith returns to a regular spot on radio next weekend.

      The 70-year-old will host Radio Pacific's Early Bird Show from 5am to 7am, which he says will be heavy on

      nostalgia and bound to play some of his beloved country music.

      Although it is a decade since Smith's top-rating show ended its 25-year run on 1ZB, he has kept busy with

      slots on Radio I and FM Country, set up a model train business and won awards for narrating talking books.

      * * *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

Money Matters 

GUEST COLUMN

The Triple Bottomline: Back To Social Controls?

BAZIL SHAIKH & Dr RAJEEV UBEROI

  The banker and the environmental activist, indeed, make for strange bedfellows. Not too long ago, the world

of finance and environmental activism were far removed and the actors, polar opposites. The philosophical

persuasion driving the activist was ethics, be it a concern for intergenerational equity, interregional equity,

conservation, or the human condition. The persuasion of the banker was profits. The activist operated in the

realm of the normative and optimising outcomes within real world constraints. 

The late 1990s, however, have seen the drive towards ‘responsible corporate management’ and ‘responsible

corporate citizenship’ gather momentum worldwide. This drive strives to bring together the incommensurable

positions of the activist and the banker. Not surprisingly, the environment is among the first of the issues being

woven into finance in the movement towards ‘socially-responsible banking.’ 

It was in the early 1980s that environmental activism, tragedies like the Union Carbide incidence at Bhopal,

high profile public interest litigations and class suits, and most importantly, legislations instituted in the early

1980s in the US and the EU which brought concerns of environmental risk into the ken of banking.

Environmental legislations made owners of contaminated sites liable for the cleanups. They, thus, introduced

new potential liabilities that could arise in project finance emanating from the fallouts of potential toxic waste.

The bankers’ concern essentially was that the liabilities arising from environmental issues could translate into a

credit risk. 

It was in this context that environmental audits to identify potential environmental liabilities became an integral

part of project as well as credit appraisal. In a number of cases, notably the Fleet Factors case of 1990, banks

were held directly liable for actions occurring on properties in which they held a secured interest. This brought

environmental lender liability squarely in focus. Today, the concept of environmental risk has gone much

beyond lending and project finance. 

The current international initiatives seek to enfold the banks into the ‘Global Compact’ initiated by the United

Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). Its genesis goes back to 1992 when the Statement by Banks on

Environment and Sustainable Development was drafted under the auspices of the UNEP. It aimed at raising

environmental awareness within financial markets, fostering the integration of environmental and sustainability

considerations in credit, investment and operational practices. This was followed up by the UN Global

Compact principles proposed at the 1999 World Economic Forum at Davos which set out the framework in

which corporates could help ensure sustainable development worldwide. 

Over 250 banks and financial institutions have signed the statement. The statement implies that banks

subscribe to and promote social responsibility in their business endeavours. This impacts on the conduct of

banking business and blurs the present single focus of banks on financial performance. The Global Compact

transforms the conduct of banking business and implies that bank performance will increasingly be gauged in

terms of a triple balance sheet reflecting financial, social and ecological performance. 

At an operational level, incorporating environmental and social concerns into banking decisions adds an

additional dimension — and with it additional costs — to the four broad categories of banking activities:

commercial banking, investment banking asset management and in-house ecology. 

In the first category — debt and credit activities — environmental concerns are already being incorporated in the

risk assessment procedures to obviate potential lender liability, risk of reduced collateral, loan defaults arising

from potential clean up costs. Where equity transactions are concerned, potential environmental liability can

impinge on corporate valuation and assessment of companies especially in the case of mergers and acquisitions.

In asset management or trustee business, a number of financial institutions offer products, which base

themselves on principles of eco-efficiency or sustainability. Typically, they take the form of Eco Funds, Green

Funds, Ethical Funds and similar such names which appropriate the word ethics and use the same as a selling

proposition. 

Finally, in-house ecology essentially involves making operations eco-friendly. Environmental issues are by

their very nature interdisciplinary, complex and outside the immediate ken of understanding of bankers. As an

aid, banks are exploring the potential of the ISO 14000 series in assessing the pre-commitment due diligence by

banks. In this context, a new set of players — environmental rating agencies / corporate social responsibility

rating agencies — are seen emerging. In India, the Tata Energy Research Institute has been an early entrant. For

in-house ecology, the VfU 2003 indicators — Internal Environmental Performance Indicators for the Financial

Industry — are being widely applied as the industry standard for the measurement of in-house eco-logical

performance. Thus, subscribing to the global compact implies additional measures which impose a new set of

costs to banking business. 

Philosophically, this represents a major shift in how banks perceive themselves and conduct their business, as

well as how industry and the public perceive banks. Putting it starkly, it involves a shift in approach from

profits — doing ‘business as business is’ to projecting an image, managing perceptions as well as

communicating these to the public, to the regulators, to the media, to the peer group and to the markets. At an

organisational level it implies putting in place full fledged environmental management systems. 

In India, the move towards social obligations is redolent of the Indian experiments of the brave days of the late

1960s when ‘social control’ was instituted on the operation of banks to better serve the developmental needs of

the country and take banking to the masses. Banks were urged to see themselves as catalysts in the

development process, to work towards poverty alleviation and the upliftment of the weaker sections. However,

it was not long before the heady days of idealistic optimism soon degenerated into bureaucratic sclerosis.

Banking sector reforms undertaken since 1992 have essentially sought to remove these ‘external constraints’ on

the profitability of banks. Today, banks in India need to brace themselves once again to undertake social

obligations — this time emanating not from national but from global concerns and initiatives. 

The issue today is not whether environmental concerns should be incorporated, but how the Indian banking

sector once again effects the transformation of focus from the single bottomline to the triple bottomline of

finance, environment and social concerns. 

(Bazil Shaikh is general manager, Reserve Bank of India and Dr Rajeev Uberoi is Regional Head Legal &

Compliance, Standard Chartered Bank. The views expressed here are personal)
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Biotech Week

October 8, 2003

 WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION: Two UN agencies and partners launch campaign to prevent

      overexposure to sun

      Two United Nations agencies and their partners have launched a set of new educational materials to help

      children around the world become more aware of the dangers from ultraviolet radiation (UV) from the sun

      and to take the measures to prevent the risks of skin cancers, cataracts, and other conditions caused by

      overexposure.

      The U.N. World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and other partners in

      the Intersun Project are targeting children because they are both most vulnerable and most exposed to UV,

      the agencies said. 

      "As a significant part of a person's lifetime exposure to UV comes before the age of 18, it is obvious that

      educating children and young people about the dangers of UV exposure is key to preventing the

      consequences of this, and school programs have been shown to be the most effective way of reaching and

      educating children," WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in Geneva.

      The School Sun Protection Package - launched on the occasion of the International Day for the Preservation

      of the Ozone Layer comprises three booklets that guide schools and teachers on how to develop effective

      sun education programs and materials to evaluate the effectiveness of such initiatives.

      WHO said between 2 and 3 million new cases of nonmalignant melanomas and more than 130,000 new

      melanoma skin cancer cases occur worldwide. An estimated 66,000 deaths occur annually from melanoma

      and other skin cancers.

      This article was prepared by Biotech Week editors from staff and other reports.

      http://www.NewsRx.net  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Cancer Weekly

October 7, 2003

HEADLINE: SKIN CANCER: Two UN agencies and partners launch campaign to prevent overexposure to sun

Two United Nations agencies and their partners have launched a set of new educational materials to help

      children around the world become more aware of the dangers from ultraviolet radiation (UV) from the sun

      and to take the measures to prevent the risks of skin cancers, cataracts, and other conditions caused by

      overexposure.

      The U.N. World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and other partners in

      the Intersun Project are targeting children because they are both most vulnerable and most exposed to UV,

      the agencies said. 

      "As a significant part of a person's lifetime exposure to UV comes before the age of 18, it is obvious that

      educating children and young people about the dangers of UV exposure is key to preventing the

      consequences of this, and school programs have been shown to be the most effective way of reaching and

      educating children," WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in Geneva.

      The School Sun Protection Package - launched on the occasion of the International Day for the Preservation

      of the Ozone Layer comprises three booklets that guide schools and teachers on how to develop effective

      sun education programs and materials to evaluate the effectiveness of such initiatives.

      WHO said between 2 and 3 million new cases of nonmalignant melanomas and more than 130,000 new

      melanoma skin cancer cases occur worldwide. An estimated 66,000 deaths occur annually from melanoma

      and other skin cancers.

      This article was prepared by Cancer Weekly editors from staff and other reports.

      http://www.NewsRx.net

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Climate talks end without result 

     By Tim Hirsch 

     BBC environment correspondent 

     The World Climate Change Conference in Moscow has ended inconclusively - and with bad-tempered recriminations directed at its organisers, the Russian Government. 

     The only outcome of the five-day conference was a bland statement speaking  of "lively discussions" about the Kyoto protocol and of valuable contributions  from Russian scientists which would help to inform future debates about global  warming. 

     The event was ostensibly an opportunity for scientists from around the world  to present and discuss their latest research into the issue of climate change and  its impacts. 

     But the week was overshadowed by growing doubts as to whether President  Vladimir Putin would live up to his previous commitment to ratify the Kyoto agreement on curbing greenhouse gas emissions - without Russia's

     involvement, the UN protocol is dead. 

             The best outcome of the meeting was that the climate  sceptics were allowed full rein and utterly destroyed  their own case 

             John Lechery 

             climate campaigner for the Royal Society for the Protection

             of Birds 

     Mr Putin himself set the scene during his opening speech on Monday, in which he said his  government was still studying the pros and cons of Kyoto and that a decision on whether to ratify would only be taken once that was complete. 

     This caused considerable frustration for those keen to see Kyoto come into force quickly and that frustration was compounded by repeated interventions from one of his key advisers, raising a raft of objections to the treaty. 

     'Recipe for poverty' 

     Andrei Illarionov, who advises Mr Putin on economic policy, signalled his doubts about Kyoto in comments to BBC News Online on Tuesday, and followed them up with several contributions in the conference hall questioning the science of climate change. 

             KYOTO PROTOCOL 

             Agreed at Kyoto, Japan in 1997 

             Commits industrialised nations to reduce emissions of six     greenhouse gases 

             Emission cuts to average 5.2% below 1990 levels within 10

             years 

             US withdrew in 2001 

     In his final comments, Mr Illarionov told journalists at the conference that the agreement  would "doom Russia to poverty, weakness and backwardness". 

     His argument is that Russia's ambition to double the size of its economy in a decade would be jeopardised if it observed the target under Kyoto to keep greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2012 - even though current emissions are 32% down due to the collapse of traditional  industry. 

    That is dismissed by experts such as Professor Michael Grubb of Imperial College London,  who told BBC News Online: "When we look at Central Europe we discover that even in the  most advanced economies in transition which have started booming, emissions are pretty flat. 

     "The reason is very simple: these old economies have a lot of inefficiency, and part of the restructuring process is getting rid of the emissions associated with old industrial plants. 

     "I see no reason at all why Russia should be any different, and frankly nor do I know anyone  in the Russian energy ministry who believes what has been said in some quarters about  booming energy emissions." 

     Negative value 

     The conference did hear contributions from some figures inside the Russian Government  machine who gave a much more upbeat assessment of the impacts for the country from ratifying the protocol. 

     But it was understandably the comments of Mr Putin and his senior adviser which got far more  attention. 

     Among those expressing anger at the conference was John Lechery, climate campaigner for the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. 

     "Many of us came here keen to hear from Russia's own scientists and discuss the new data,"  he said. 

     "However, Russia has quite cynically used the conference to play the Kyoto card. 

     "The best outcome of the meeting was that the climate sceptics were allowed full rein and  utterly destroyed their own case." 

     That may be wishful thinking but some observers do feel that it was useful for the usually private debate over Kyoto within the Russian Government establishment to be flushed out  into the open. 

     Kremlin politics are notoriously difficult to read, and it may be too early to write off the Kyoto  protocol completely. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Bush Climate Change Initiative Unclear, Congressional

                      Auditor Testifies 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 2, 2003 (ENS) - It is "unclear" what effect the Bush administration's climate initiative will have on the generation of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, according to a report issued Wednesday by the General Accounting Office (GAO), the investigative arm of Congress. 

                      The report by John Stephenson, director of the GAO natural resources and  environment division was presented Wednesday to the Senate Committee on  Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

                      On February 14, 2002, President George W. Bush announced his Global  Climate Change Initiative. It included, among other things, a goal concerning U.S. carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions, which are widely believed to affect the Earth’s climate, said Stephenson. 

                      President George W. Bush announces his Global Climate Change Initiative (Photo courtesy The White House)

                      The administration’s general goal was to reduce  the growth rate of emissions, but not total  emissions, between 2002 and 2012. Its specific goal was to reduce emissions intensity 18 percent, 4 percentage points more than the 14  percent decline already expected. Emissions intensity measures the amount of greenhouse gases emitted per unit of economic output. 

                      In the United States, this ratio has generally decreased for 50 years or more. "Under the                   initiative, emissions would increase, but less than otherwise expected," Stephenson told the committee. 

                      The GAO was asked to testify on whether the administration’s publicly available documents explain the basis for the initiative’s general and specific  goals, to identify elements to help reduce emissions and contribute to the 18  percent reduction goal, as well as their specific contributions, and to discuss  plans to track progress in meeting the goal. 

                      The Bush administration stated that the climate initiative’s general goal is to slow the growth of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, but "it did not provide a  basis for its specific goal of reducing emissions intensity 18 percent by 2012,"  Stephenson told the committee. 

                      Any reduction in emissions above the 14 percent reduction already anticipated would contribute to this general goal. However, "GAO did not find  a specific basis or rationale for the Administration’s decision to establish a  four percentage point reduction goal beyond the already expected  reductions," said Stephenson. 

                      The administration identified 30 elements that it expected would reduce U.S.  emissions and contribute to meeting its 18 percent reduction goal by 2012. 

                      The 30 elements include a range of policy tools - such as regulations, research and development, tax incentives, and other activities - that cover four broad

                      areas: 

                         1.improving renewable energy and certain industrial power systems 

                         2.improving fuel economy

                         3.promoting domestic carbon sequestration such as the absorption of

                           carbon dioxide by trees to offset emissions

                         4.challenging business to reduce emissions 

                      The GAO found that the administration provided estimates of the reductions associated with 11 of the 30 elements, but not with the remaining 19 elements. 

                      Of these 11 estimates, the GAO found that three estimates represented future emissions reductions related to activities that occurred after the initiative was announced. 

                      The other eight estimates represented past or current emissions reductions or  related to activities that were already underway before the Initiative was announced, Stephenson reported. 

                           In five cases, an estimate is provided for current or recent reductions,  but no information is provided about the expected additional savings  to be achieved by 2012, the end of the initiative. In two cases, the elements are expected to yield savings over many  years, but it is not clear what emissions reductions will be achieved by 2012. In one case, savings are counted for an activity that began prior to the announcement of the initiative. 

                      "It is, therefore, unclear to what extent the 30 elements will contribute to the  goal of reducing emissions and, thus, lowering emissions intensity by 2012,"  the GAO official said. 

                      The administration plans to determine, in 2012, whether the 18 percent reduction goal was met. Unless the administration conducts one or more interim assessments, Stephenson said, it will not be in a position to determine, until a decade after announcing the initiative, whether its efforts are having  the intended effect or whether additional efforts may be warranted. 

                      The GAO expects to issue a final report on this work later this year. 

                      The Global Climate Change Initiative advanced by President Bush is online at:

                      http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/02/climatechange.html

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

War on pollution!

ENVIRONMENT officials in Bahrain are calling on the government to invest more in the fight against pollution.

They want to address a lack of awareness among members of the public, which is threatening to undermine conservation efforts.

Environmental Affairs acting director-general Dr Adel Al Zayani says people are damaging the environment without realising it by dumping rubbish and importing dangerous chemicals.

However, attempts to bridge the knowledge gap have so far been thwarted by a lack of available resources.

Environment authorities are now urging the government to spend more in the name of nature.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=63113&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26198
Socotec signs harbour project deal

French company Socotec International has been appointed as technical consultant for the Bahrain Financial Harbour project.The company, which specialises in inspection, quality control/analysis and ensuring the standard of quality, safety and environmental aspects of construction, will audit the work of the main consultant of the project.

The agreement was signed by Bahrain Financial Harbour chairman Esam Janahi and Socotec International managing director Franck Olagnol at the harbour project office.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=63139&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=26198
Forum to focus on concrete industry

An international conference for the concrete industry will get under way in Bahrain later this month.The Seventh International Concrete Conference - Concrete in Hot and Aggressive Environments will take place at the Bahrain Conference Centre, Crowne Plaza, from October 13 to 15.

It is being organised by the Bahrain Society of Engineers in association with the UK Concrete Society and the Bahrain chapter of the American Concrete Institute.

Over 60 papers have been submitted for the conference, which cover topics such as concrete technology in marine environments; the life-cycle costing of stainless steel reinforcement bars; sprayed concrete; and the influence of crude oil on concrete strength.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=63143&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=26198
UAE

Houbara returns to its natural habitat

As a part of its efforts to protect the endangered houbara and reintroduce it in its original habitat, the National Avian Research Centre ( Narc) has recently released 67 houbara bustard in their original environments in the Iran peninsula, a top official at the centre told Khaleej Times. 

"The released birds have been given full medical care and were comprehensively re-screened to ensure that they are free of any infectious disease," Dhababa Saeed Al Romaithi, Press and Publication Officer of the Narc, said.

She also pointed out: "Only healthy and physically fit birds were included in the final release group. Fifteen per cent of these birds were fitted with radio transmitters, so that we could follow them and assess their survival rate," she said.

"Six birds were equipped with satellite transmitters so as to  enable us to follow their movements on their entire distribution area, from Mongolia to the Arabian peninsula," she added. "These tools are very essential for our researchers to analyse the reasons for failure or successes in the releasing process and improve the rehabilitation and re-introduction techniques adopted by the centre," she added.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/october/theuae_october119.xml

Zayed Prize panel to shortlist nominees

The response to the second cycle (2001-2003) of the $1 million Shaikh Zayed International Prize for Environment, in terms of nominations, is overwhelming and exceeds the expectations especially in comparison to the experience of the first cycle of the prize, Dr Mohammed Ahmed bin Fahad, the Chairman of the Higher Committee for the Prize, told Khaleej Times recently. 

Dr Bin Fahad's statement comes ahead of the meetings of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of the Shaikh Zayed Prize for the second cycle, which is scheduled to be held from Sunday to Tuesday. 

The committee for the second cycle comprises Dr Anne Whyte, Chairperson of the TAC, Dr Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem, Director and Regional Representative, UNEP/ROWA, Prof. Abdelrahman S. Al Sharhan, Dean of Faculty of Science at the UAE University, Dr Recardo Sanchez Sosa, Director, UNEP Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, Dr Hanifa Mezoui, Chief of the NGO Section, Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) at the UN, Dr Meshgan Al Awar, Director of Research Centre at the Dubai Police Academy, Dr Rashid A bin Fahad, a member of the award's Higher Committee, and Dr Eisa M Abdellatif, Chief Technical Advisor at Shaikh Zayed Prize.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/october/theuae_october96.xml
Sharjah Municipality to spread awareness about environment

Sharjah Municipality, in collaboration with the Health Science College at University of Sharjah, will organise several environmental activities on Arab Environment Day on October 14, according to Hassan Al Balouni, Head of the Public Relations and Media Department of Sharjah Municipality. 

Talking about the civic body's plans on the occasion, Mr Al Balouni said that various functions aimed at spreading awareness on the importance of protecting the environment will be organised during the current month.

In line with the municipal efforts to preserve the environment, the Coordination and Health Education Office of Sharjah Municipality organised a lecture under the title 'For a better environment' in collaboration with the Social Development Centre of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.

The lecture, which focused on the adverse health impact of air pollution, was delivered by Sadia Al Mazmi, Head of the Laboratory Unit of the Environment Protection Section at the municipality. Brochures and leaflets on how to dump solid wastes, preserving residences from biological dangers and role of women in protecting the environment were distributed at the lecture

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/october/theuae_october79.xml
Kuwait

Steps to boost quality of water, marine life

The Environment Public Authority (EPA) has sought the assistance of Britain's Centre for Environment Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) to conduct a research on the quality of water and marine life on the Kuwait coasts and make recommendations in order to deal with continuous sea water pollution in the area. The EPA has invited three well-known scientists from the Cefas for the proposed research and for assisting in a comprehensive monitoring of quality of water in the Kuwait bay.
"Definitely after this preliminary study we should identify the polluted areas and find solutions to the issue," said EPA consultant Dr Samir Masoud. 
In an interview with Kuwait Times yesterday, Michelle Devlin, project manager, marine ecosystem, who collected samples from the polluted areas in the Kuwait bay two days ago, said that the samples would be tested in the Kuwait laboratory and a part of it would also be tested in Cefas laboratory in Britain.

http://www.kuwaittimes.net/today/local_news.shtml#3
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL                   AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Deputy Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council began consultations today with a briefing under “other matters” by

     Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast on developments in the Sudan Peace Process.

           Council members had received the text of the Framework Agreement on Security arrangements recently

     signed between the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, which the Secretary-General had welcomed on September 25.

           The Council then heard a briefing by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre, on the status of implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement and recent developments.

           France also briefed on the forces of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and France in the country, in accordance with Security Council resolutions on Côte d’Ivoire.

           Following the consultations, the Security Council President, U.S. Ambassador John Negroponte, is expected  to read a press statement on Côte d’Ivoire.

           **Donor’s Conference

           According to needs assessment missions undertaken in Iraq soon after major combat ended, the overall stock  of reconstruction needs over the period

     2004-2007 are on the order of US$36 billion.

           These missions are done by the UN Development Group and the World Bank Group, with assistance from the International Monetary Fund.  The results will be used at the Donor’s Conference in Madrid on October 23-24 2003.

           According to the findings of the missions, Iraq’s overall reconstruction needs today are vast, and are a result of  years of neglect and degradation of the country’s infrastructure, environment and social services.  In addition, the  assessment notes that not all of the identified needs may require external financing.  Already in 2004, about $1 billion  of these needs are covered by ongoing contracts under the UN “oil-for-food” programme.

           A press release is available upstairs and offers the breakdown of needs by sector and year.

           **Iraq -- Human Rights

           Out on the racks is the interim report to the General Assembly by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iraq, Andreas Mavrommatis.

           He says the report explains that he had secured the agreement of the Coalition Provisional Authority to travel  to Baghdad in late September.  The terrorist attack on the UN headquarters on August 19 has forced him to delay his trip.

           Those tragic events, he says, have redoubled his determination to do everything possible within his mandate to ensure that democracy in Iraq is firmly entrenched in a culture of human rights.

           **Liberia

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Klein, in a statement issued last

     Thursday, said the UN Mission in that country deplores the events of the first of October, and strongly reminds all  parties to observe the ceasefire and desist from engaging in any acts, which might derail the peace process.

           The mission emphasized that it will not tolerate any unilateral importation of weapons into Monrovia and areas in which it is deployed, adding that any such actions will be met with a swift response.

           Meanwhile, on the humanitarian front, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said that after a  one-day halt, it was resuming activities to ease conditions in camps for internally displaced people (IDPs) in Monrovia.

           Relief efforts in the IDP camps and the inter-agency initiative to look into the security situation in the Liberian countryside were halted on Thursday, but the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees reported  today that the situation has now calmed in the capital, where UN peacekeepers are patrolling the streets.

           **Secretary-General Message

           The Secretary-General, in a message delivered today in Geneva, congratulated the Inter-Parliamentary Union on the inauguration of its new headquarters, the “House of Parliaments”.  He noted that the UN Postal Authority already issued a stamp earlier this year depicting the House of Parliaments, and added that, after the House’s image   has been mailed around the world, “I hope that the work done in and through this House will be felt all around the world as well”.

           **Sudanese Refugees

           UNHCR has launched a supplementary appeal for $16.6 million for emergency assistance to more than 65,000 Sudanese refugees, who have been living under desperate conditions in eastern Chad.

           **Sri Lanka –- UNICEF Centre for Child Soldiers

           In Sri Lanka, UNICEF opened the first of three rehabilitation centres for child soldiers today.

           As a first step, 49 former child soldiers, released by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, in short, LTTE, were placed in a transit centre in the severely war-torn north-east of the country.  Two other centres will be opening in the coming months.

           This initiative stems from an action plan agreed upon by the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE in August 2003.  It is estimated that 50,000 children have been affected by the conflict in Sri Lanka.

           Further details are available in a press release upstairs.

           **Southern Africa

           The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, James Morris, today

     warned that serious funding shortages are threatening to undermine United Nations relief and recovery efforts for millions of people in southern Africa, as well as to destroy the fragile gains made over the last 12 months.

           “A humanitarian tragedy was averted in southern Africa last year, but the crisis is far from over”, said Morris.   “Millions of people across the region are still dependent on aid for their survival.  But so far, the donors’ response has  been alarmingly slow, and without their additional help, many crucial projects will have to be scaled back or shut down.”

           And we have a press release with more details. 

           **New ILO Book Attracts Attention on Women Seafarers

           Between 1 and 2 per cent of the world’s 1.25 million seafarers serving on some 87,000 ships are women, and they face tough working conditions, including discrimination and sexual harassment, according to the International Labour Office (ILO).

           You can find more information on the new ILO study in a press release upstairs.

           **UNFPA

           The United Nations Population Fund today made the embargoed report State of World Population 2003

     available, which stresses the need to protect the reproductive health of the largest-ever generation of adolescents  worldwide.

           The agency will launch its new report next Wednesday, however, before then, journalists may access the

     embargoed report and related materials –- a summary, press releases, charts and photos –- on their Web site by

     requesting a password online.

           **HABITAT Announcement

           In observance of World Habitat Day on October 6th, the United Nations Human Settlements Programme will  hold an event on the theme “Water and Sanitation for Cities” on Monday from 9:15 to 12:30 in the Dag Hammarskjöld  Library Auditorium.  Members of permanent missions, Secretariat staff, intergovernmental and non-governmental  organizations and the media are invited to attend.

           And, of course, it’s Friday.  We have the week ahead for you to pick up upstairs in the Spokesman Office. 

     That’s all I have for you.  Michele?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you.

           Good afternoon.

           The general debate ended last night, as you know, with the closing remarks of the President of the Assembly,  who summarized the high-level debate that has attracted the highest level of participation since the Millennium Summit.

           President Hunte had indicated early on that he would be listening carefully to the priorities identified by the  participants, which would provide the framework for this session’s work.  He underlined that there was resounding support in the general debate for multilateralism and reaffirmation of the United Nations as the primary international organization to address critical global problems.

           The central role of the General Assembly as advocate, supervisory and policy-making body was a point

     consistently made during the debate.  However, continuing revitalization efforts were urged to permit the Assembly  to deal effectively with challenges, both old and new.

           He also noted that high-level representatives supported the view that the fifty-eighth session should give

     appropriate focus to issues such as poverty, HIV/AIDS, equity in the global economic system, and the preservation of the environment.  The regrettable outcome of the Cancun round of negotiations gives new impetus to calls for full consideration of development issues by the General Assembly, including the Millennium Development Goals.

           Summarizing the major trends in the general debate, President Hunte noted the concern expressed on the

     situation in post-war Iraq and in the Middle East, in particular.

           Almost without exception, all agreed that the brutal attack on the United Nations premises in Baghdad on 19 August was the latest, and a formidable, challenge to the United Nations.  There was support for the

     Secretary-General’s initiative to review the matter of safety and security for United Nations staff.

           The General Assembly will have its next plenary session on Monday with elections to fill vacancies, in

     particular for the post of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.  The Assembly will also examine the Secretary-General’s report on the outcome of the Millennium Summit, one of the priorities established by the     Presidency of the 58th session.

           Thank you.  That’s all I have.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��Yahoo News -  WWF Response to the World Climate Change Conference in Moscow�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trade" ��Greenwire - UNEP REPORT OUTLINES IMPACT OF AQUARIUM TRADE�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tourism" ��Life Science Weekly - Tourism to most threatened areas surged by over 100% in last decade�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Reality" ��The New Zealand Herald - Reality check�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Controls" ��The Financial Times -  The Triple Bottomline: Back To Social Controls?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Overexposure" ��Biotech Week - Two UN agencies and partners launch campaign to prevent overexposure to sun�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sun" ��Cancer Weekly - HEADLINE: SKIN CANCER: Two UN agencies and partners launch campaign to prevent overexposure to sun
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