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6 October 2004

2004 winner of UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction selected 

www.chinaview.cn 2004-10-06 04:54:42 

    GENEVA, Oct. 5 (Xinhuanet) -- Omar Dario Cardona, a Colombia earthquake engineer, has been selected as the 2004 winner of the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction, a UN agency said here Tuesday. 

    Cardona is known internationally for his pioneering approaches to vulnerability reduction and risk management, the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) said in a press release. 

    Together with the Award on health given by the World Health Organization and the Award on environment by the UN Environment Program, the UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction is one of the three prestigious prizes established in 1986 by the Nippon Foundation. 

    "Omar Dario spent most of his life in the field of seismic riskreduction and made a remarkable contribution introducing the concept of structural seismic vulnerability," said Salvano Briceno,director of the Secretariat of the ISDR. 

    "Like all the other candidates, he has greatly advanced the knowledge and practice of disaster risk reduction," Briceno added. 

    The UN Sasakawa Award crystal trophy will be handed over to Cardona at the Award ceremony at the Palais des Nations on Thursday. Enditem 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Vanguard (Lagos)

CITES Conference Considers Proposals to Improve Conservation of African Elephant, Others

October 5, 2004 

Posted to the web October 5, 2004 

The 166 member States of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) are now meeting in Bangkok to update the trade rules governing some of the world's most charismatic, exploited and economically valuable wildlife species.

The conference will decide on some 50 proposals for improving the conservation and sustainable use of the African elephant, the minke whale, the great white shark, the ramin timber tree, the Chinese yew and other medicinal plants, the yellow-crested cockatoo and the lilac-crowned parrot, five Asian turtles, the white rhinoceros, the Nile and American crocodiles, the European date mussel and many other species.

"The CITES conferences are major environmental events because they produce enforceable decisions and practical actions for conserving wild nature and the Earth's biological diversity", said Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme, which administers the CITES Secretariat.

"By promoting the science-based management of wildlife as a valuable natural resource, CITES also supports the UN's Millennium Development goals of halving the number of people living in extreme poverty and hunger by the year 2015", he added.

Long known as the forum where critical decisions are taken about such high-profile issues as the ivory trade and whaling, CITES is increasingly the focus of efforts to protect fish and timber species that are traded globally in profitable commodity markets.

"Reversing today's massive destruction of the world's oceans and forests will require Governments to use the full range of policies and tools available to them. It is increasingly recognized that the CITES system for regulating trade through a system of permits and quotas is effective and can make an important contribution", said CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers.

This year's most commercially significant proposals include recommendations to add the humphead wrasse, a large reef fish from the Indian and Pacific oceans, and the great white shark, perhaps best known as the star of the "Jaws" film, to an internationally agreed list of species requiring trade permits. A major step towards using the CITES trade rules for protecting valuable fish species was taken in 2002 when the whale shark - the world's largest fish - and the basking shark were added to this list.

Similar CITES rules have also been introduced recently to address the unsustainable global trade in timber and tree products. All shipments of Latin America's bigleaf mahogany have required CITES export permits since November 2003. Now Indonesia is proposing tighter controls for trade in ramin, one of Southeast Asia's highest earning export timbers, and agarwood trees, which contain the valuable "agar" oil used for making incense, perfumes and medicines.
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 Another group of species threatened by traditional and newly emerging commercial markets are medicinal plants, including southern Africa's hoodia, the Chinese yew and desert-living cistanche; proposals on the table call for strengthening conservation measures for all three groups of species. Several proposals also seek to conserve Asian turtles and tortoises that are being over-exploited for traditional food markets and the international pet trade.

Still other proposals seek to ease the rules on trade in some of the large, beautiful and exotic animals that have been icons of the conservation movement since the 1960s and 1970s. The minke whale and the African elephant are returning to the CITES agenda, and rhinoceroses, bald eagles and crocodiles feature as well. The proponents argue that certain populations of these species have recovered sufficiently to permit some tightly controlled trade.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre

Experts urge stronger action against wildlife poachers
5 October 2004 – Law enforcement experts are urging stronger action against poachers or smugglers of endangered species, but warn that many countries lack the ability to fight wildlife crimes, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

Their recommendations on how to deal with the problem will be presented this week in Bangkok to the 13th meeting of the Conference of Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which seeks to ensure that global trade in wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. UNEP staffs the treaty's operations.

The illegal trade in wildlife remains the second-greatest threat to the world's endangered species after habitat destruction, the agency said. Many wildlife smugglers deal in products that are worth more, per kilogram, than cocaine or heroin. Shawls made from the fine wool of the Tibetan antelope, for example, can cost more than $15,000 each. The caviar trade is infested with organized crime networks.

According to the 20-person group of law enforcement experts assembled by CITES, illicit trafficking of wildlife continues at high levels and increasingly involves organized criminal networks, sophisticated poaching and smuggling techniques, fraudulent trade permits, corruption and violence against enforcement officers.

In addition, national authorities often lack the necessary resources and experience to meet the challenge, and there is not enough coordination and information sharing among various enforcement authorities. 

"We are in danger of losing the war against wildlife crime, especially for some very rare animals and plants, unless modern professional law enforcement techniques are directed against criminals who care for nothing but profit, who exploit some of the world's poorest communities and take advantage of periods of civil unrest and instability," said CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers.

At the Bangkok meeting, experts will be calling for governments to recognize the seriousness of wildlife crime and a commitment by law enforcement authorities to give it a higher priority. They also urge an increase in the status, authority, training and quality of equipment of wildlife law enforcement personnel.
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TASS 
October 3, 2004 Sunday

HEADLINE: PACE session to center on terrorism and developments in Chechnya

BYLINE: By Yuri Ulyanovsky

 BODY:
Struggle against terrorism is put into the section "urgent debate" of the agenda of the PACE autumn session.

The discussion of the political and humanitarian situation as well as the state of human rights in the Chechen Republic figure as the second item on the agenda of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, which will be held on October 4-8 in Strasbourg. 

The key reporter on this issue will be human right commissioner of the Council of Europe Alvaro Gil-Robles who made a trip to Chechnya in September where he participated in a scientific conference on human rights in the republic.

The session will also examine problems of the changing climate in the world within the Kyoto Protocol and the development of the world economy. Speakers on this topic will include executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer, director-general of the World Trade Organisation Supachai Panitchpak and deputy secretary-general of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development Berglind Asgeirsdottir.

The session will also discuss operation of democratic institutions in Serbia and Montenegro as well as in Azerbaijan, observance by Armenia of taken obligations and participation of women in elections.

Invited speakers to the session include Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, president of the Pan-African parliament Gertrude Mongella and Monaco Crown Prince Albert whose speech will be a preliminary to the ceremony of admitting the principality to the Council of Europe.
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Terra Daily

CITES: Factfile on endangered-species pact

PARIS (AFP) Sep 29, 2004

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), whose signatories meet in Bangkok from Saturday, is the biggest and most successful treaty governing commercial transactions in wildlife.

Excluding commercial fishing, the international trade in wildlife is worth billions of dollars annually and involves more than 350 million plant and animals every year, according to CITES.

A total of 166 countries and entities have become parties to CITES.

That means they have to adopt the necessary national legislation, officially designate a so-called Management Authority that issues trade permits, and establish a Scientific Authority to provide scientific advice on imports and exports.

The convention places 5,000 animal and nearly 29,000 plant species in one of three regulatory categories, called appendices:

- APPENDIX I: Bars all international trade except in very special circumstances.

This category covers almost 600 animal species and just over 300 plant species, including all the great apes, great whales, cheetahs, snow leopards, tigers, rhinoceroses, sea turtles and many species of orchids, tortoises, snakes, birds of prey and cranes.

It also includes the African elephant, although CITES has allowed "one-off" sales of elephant ivory for countries where elephant populations are flourishing -- a permission that environmentalists say is a loophole that encourages poaching.

- APPENDIX II: Trade is permissible but only on the basis of quotas, regulated by CITES permits or certificates.

This appendix includes all those primates, cats, cetaceans, birds of prey, orchids, parrots, crocodiles and orchids not included in Appendix I. Around 4,100 animal species and 28,000 plant species are covered.

- APPENDIX III: Species that a country protects within its national borders. A listing in Appendix III enables a CITES country to call on signatories to help it regulate trade in that species.

The category has includes more than 290 species, such as broad-leafed mahogany, walruses and great white egrets.

CITES was signed in 1973 and took effect in 1975.

It is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) via a small secretariat in Geneva.

Its top decision-making body, the Conference of the Parties (COP), meets every two and a half years to discuss whether species should be added to one of the appendices or should be moved from one category to another. Decision-making is based on scientific factors, such as estimates of species numbers and habitat loss.

The Bangkok meeting, which runs from October 2 to 14, is the 13th in the series.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Limited black rhino hunt approved

By Richard Black

Numbers of the animals had been falling since the 1970s (Image: WWF-Canon / Frederick J Weyerhaeuser)

Namibia and South Africa are each to be allowed to kill and export five black rhinoceros per year.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) will also allow the two nations to increase their exports of leopard products.

The decisions, made at Cites' biennial meeting in Bangkok, have disappointed some conservation groups.

But Namibia and South Africa insist the money raised from the sales will help pay for improved conservation efforts.

The black rhino had been on the decline since the 1970s due to hunting, war and increasing demand for land.

It suffered a near-catastrophic decline from about 65,000 animals in the 1970s to only 2,400 in the mid-1990s.

Local communities can benefit more from the whale watching industry than from an industry which kills whales and has a falling demand for the meat

Lisa Kitson, Bermuda

Send us your views

Poachers sought rhino horn because of the high prices it fetched in the traditional medicine markets of the Far East. In the Middle East, the horn has also traditionally been carved and polished to make dagger handles.

But according to a major study released earlier this year, numbers in southern Africa have risen by around 40% over the last decade.

As a result, South Africa and Namibia believe the time is right to introduce very limited hunting - and as big game hunting is an international affair, this means they need the export of trophies to become legal.

Each country will be allowed to export products from five animals only each year, and they must all be elderly males.

The application was supported by the scientists and technocrats of the Cites Secretariat, who believe that taking elderly males can actually help herds to expand.

TALKING POINT

You discussed endangered species with conservationist David Shepherd

Watch Talking Point

"It's important to realise that black rhinos are on Appendix I and they are staying on Appendix I; their status has not changed," Michael Williams, spokesman for United Nations Environment Programme, told the BBC.

Appendix I is the classification used by the convention for species most at risk; trade in these creatures is permitted only under exceptional circumstances.

The thousands of dollars that trophy hunters will have to pay to take down a black rhino will also be put back into conservation programmes, say Namibia and South Africa.

Delegates will have to give approval at the plenary session at the end of the two-week summit.

Environmental groups profess themselves disappointed. WWF, the global conservation programme, for example, expressed doubts about procedures intended to ensure that only the designated animals - the elderly males - would be hunted.

DEGREES OF PROTECTION

Appendix I: controls species whose existence is so threatened that trade is banned. Covers some 1,000 plants and animals, eg great apes

Appendix II: Allows controlled trade, under a system of permits. Covers 4,100 animal species and 28,000 plants

Appendix III: Contains 290 species that are protected in at least one country.

Call to protect reef fish

"WWF spoke at the meeting and expressed concern that South Africa does not have adequate management and control mechanisms in place to allow for trophy hunting of black rhinos," the organisation said in a statement.

"There are still weaknesses within South Africa's internal control of white rhino trophy hunting. WWF is not convinced that the money generated from the potential income will benefit local communities.

"We do not believe that the selection process for choosing the adult male rhinos to be hunted will be based on rigorous and scientific criteria."

On Namibia's proposal to allow an export quota of five black rhinos as hunting trophies, WWF said it would have preferred a more precautionary approach. This would have allowed for a maximum of two rhinos, and other controls.

Cites delegates also decided to increase the export of leopard trophies from Namibia and South Africa from 175 up to 400, again acknowledging that conservation efforts have been so successful that hunting can sustainably increase.

This is the first time the 166 member-states of Cites have met in Asia. It is the 13th meeting of its kind. Delegates must decide the degree to which rare animals and plants can be exploited commercially.

They have some 50 proposals to work through, including setting limits on trade in species such as the great white shark, the ramin timber tree, and African and Asian elephants.
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Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

October 6, 2004, Wednesday 

HEADLINE: Greenpeace protestors handcuff themselves to Malaysian embassy

DATELINE: Bangkok

BODY:

Activists from the Greenpeace environmentalist group on Wednesday handcuffed themselves to the gates of the Malaysian embassy in Bangkok to protest Malaysia's "laundering" of ramin, a protected hardwood found primarily in Indonesian forests.

"Malaysia is turning a blind eye to the rampant trade in this endangered species and the only way to stop it is to take a position against this criminal destructive trade," said Alex Ryan of Greenpeace Southeast Asia. 

Indonesia is scheduled on Friday to propose that ramin be listed on Appendix II of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora (CITES), which is holding its 13th conference of signatory nations in Bangkok this week and next.

"Malaysia needs to vote for the listing of Rambling on Appendix II of CITES and the future of over 125 other CITES species that are dependent of the Rambling swamp forest for their survival," said Ryan.

The dozen Greenpeace activists hoisted a giant inflatable Orang-utan bearing the banner, "Malaysia, don't steal my forest."
The protesters released their own handcuffs after the short demonstration and departed without incident.
Malaysia and Singapore have been pinpointed by conservationists as major re-export markets for ramin illegally cut from Indonesian forest reserves and smuggled abroad. Ramin is a protected hardwood under Indonesia's Appendix III CITES's list, but is not protected under Malaysia's country list.

Indonesia hopes to place ramin on Appendix II, which if approved my two-thirds of CITES's 166 members, would increase international monitoring of all trade in ramin, a tropical hardwood that is made into pool queues and other products sold in Europe and the U.S.

The European Union's 25 members have already expressed their support for Indonesia's ramin proposal. dpa pj pw
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Asian Economic News 
October 4, 2004 

HEADLINE: U.N. wildlife conservation meeting kicks off in Bangkok.

BODY:

BANGKOK, Oct. 2 Kyodo

A U.N. meeting on endangered species kicked off here Saturday to update international trade rules for various wildlife species.

Delegates from 166 countries that have signed the U.N. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES, are to decide on some 50 proposals to strengthen, maintain or ease existing trade regulations on endangered species. 

CITES, which came into force in 1975, covers about 28,000 plant species and 5,000 animal species. Member countries adhere voluntarily to the international agreement.

Among the proposals to be submitted, Japan will propose easing an embargo on the international trade of minke whales in the Northern Hemisphere.

Namibia is requesting an annual ivory export quota of 2 tons while South Africa is proposing elephant leather for commercial trade in addition to ivory.

Thailand will propose greater protection for Irrawaddy dolphins while calling for a loosening of rules for farm-grown orchids.

Proposals need to be supported by a two-thirds majority of CITES members to be approved. The gathering is held every two years.
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The Nation (Thailand)

 October 4, 2004, Monday

EDITORIAL: Do we really want to go it alone'

It is in humanity's best interest to find a sustainable balance between free trade and conservation How to strike a balance between conservation and the commercial exploitation of wildlife' How much more can we humans take from the animal kingdom before it starts to go extinct' These will probably be the two most important questions asked in the next two weeks as Bangkok plays host to the 13th conference of the 166 party members of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites).

Some 3,000 government representatives, wildlife traders and conservationists, who have met every two years ever since Cites came into being in 1973, will plunge into the process of lengthy negotiations and intense lobbying. At the ongoing Bangkok forum, Cites members will discuss 50 proposals that will play a part in determining the futures of many important animal and plant species. These include great white sharks, minke whales, tigers, African and Asian elephants, African lions, rhinos and several bird and reptile species. 

The emerging hot issue for this year is the ramin, a unique wood-tree species usually found in the rainforests of Malaysia and Indonesia. Because of its beautiful wood, the species has been so heavily logged to supply the luxury furniture industry that it is now on the verge of extinction. Members of Cites will be asked to discuss and determine whether they want to impose restrictions on the trade in ramin timber.

While most of the proposals will call for trade bans or restrictions on the commercial exploitation of endangered species, representatives of some countries or industries whose interests will be affected will be on hand to argue against such restrictions. For example, Japan's whaling industry will be asking Cites to lift the bans on commercial whaling while Namibia will be seeking to have the ban on exports of African ivory and leopard skin lifted.

Traditionally, such arguments in favour of an expansion of trade in wildlife have not been so hard to tackle, largely because in its original conception, Cites designed to mitigate the negative effects of trade on wildlife. However, the world has changed tremendously since the convention came to into being three decades ago.

With globalisation and trade liberalisation dominating most talk among members of the international community, negotiations over the commercial exploitation and conservation of wildlife becomes a more complicated matter.

Increasingly, countries wishing to continue treating other life forms as mere commodities are now using the rhetoric of free trade to counter proposals to tighten rules on trade in endangered species. Among the delegates attending Cites are an increasing number of representatives from member countries' trade departments as well as officials from their environment and natural resources ministries.

At the previous Cites conference, which was held in Santiago, Chile, two years ago, compliance with the agreements under the World Trade Organisation became a big issue, particularly when countries negotiated rules governing trade in wildlife and timber products with high trade volumes and values.

The United States, for example, banned the harvesting of shark fins in its territory, but is now negotiating to lower the tariff on shark fins from China. Many conservationists around the world are becoming anxious that these deals are now much harder to stop, especially since countries like China and the United States, both economic superpowers, appear to have few qualms about bending, violating and even ignoring international environmental treaties.

Despite the increasing free trade pressures, Cites members will have to stand firm on the convention's mission statement that, 'wild fauna and flora in their many beautiful and varied forms are an irreplaceable part of the natural systems of the Earth which must be protected for this and the next generations to come'. It all boils down to the crucial question of whether we humans want to survive on our own while amassing wealth by mercilessly exploiting plant and animal species that we consider to be merely useful, profitable or dispensable.Even the most hardened trade negotiators, enterprising industrialists and unfeeling governments must be made to realise that it is against humankind's own interests to allow indiscriminate and unscrupulous trade expansion at the expense of unique, wonderful and interesting plant and animal species that are even now on the verge of being forever and irrecoverably lost.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Nation (Thailand) 

October 3, 2004, Sunday 
HEADLINE: Thailand eager to lead regional policing effort

 
BODY:
Thailand eager to lead regional policing effort

Thailand is ready to take the lead in establishing a 'wildlife interpol' to help curb illicit cross-border trading of endangered species, Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra declared yesterday.

The enforcement agency could be established either at the level of Asean or Asia, the premier said at the opening ceremony of the 13th meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) in Bangkok.

'We are ready to host a meeting to establish the task force,' Thaksin said. 

Echoing criticism that Cites lacks teeth, Thaksin called on delegates of the 166 Cites-signatory countries to cooperate in enforcing the treaty through more active crackdowns on crime syndicates behind the multi-billion dollar illicit trade in protected wildlife. 'No law can succeed without vigilant enforcement and concerted action. Together we can make a difference,' Thaksin said.

His comments were warmly welcomed by both domestic and international wildlife conservation groups, especially WildAid Thailand, which initiated the proposal for an enforcement task force.

'We are very happy with PM Thaksin's response,' WildAid director Steven Galster said. 'It is now up to the delegates to respond. Vietnam, Indonesia and China seem particularly supportive of such an idea. The task won't be easy but the same concept has already been applied to cross-border drug trafficking.'

WildAid has enlisted many Thai pop stars to campaign against the illegal wildlife trade.

'No matter whether Thailand is ready or not, we must do it. My biggest concern is how long it will take before it occurs,' said Roger Lohanan, chairman of Thai Animal Guardian Association.

The director of Thai Society for the Conservation of Wild Animals, Gary van Zuylen, said it was crucial politicians offer the financial resources and enforce the law if the task force is to be functional.

Willem Wijnstekers, secretary-general of Cites, described the two-week meeting in Bangkok as crucial for wildlife as well as for sustainable development and poverty reduction. 'About 60 proposals for the protection of wildlife will be made during the meeting. However, the major task ahead will be difficult, discussions can be tough, and difficult decisions will be made not to everyone's liking,' he said.

Before the opening ceremony yesterday, several activist groups had held protests at the Cites' meeting place, the Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre, including the Indonesian Orang-utan Foundation over the Safari World orang-utang case.

The group demanded the government probe the case and give the orang-utans found at the amusement park to Indonesia. It also called on the government to stop exporting live elephants.

The Friends of Asian Elephants held a tuk-tuk rally along Sukhumvit Road to recruit public support for their demand to stop trade in live elephants and ivory.

The Japanese Whale Trading Association actively campaigned for Cites' support for minke whale hunting and trading. The association claimed the trade would help create equilibrium in the marine ecosystem as too many minke whales could decrease other whale populations.

Natural Resources and Environment Minister Suwit Khunkitti said Thailand would push its proposal to conserve the Irrawaddy dolphin by upgrading its protective status, but it will not trade votes with Japan regarding the minke whale issue.

Pravit Rojanaphruk, Sirinart SirisunthornTHE NATION
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The Guardian (London)

October 5, 2004 
 HEADLINE: Fears for rhino as hunters are allowed to kill again: Links www.cites.org/eng/cop/index.shtml Cites: 13th conference, Bangkok

BYLINE: Paul Brown Environment correspondent

BODY:
Big game hunters can return to Africa to shoot the black rhino after a 20-year worldwide ban on trade in the animals was lifted yesterday.

Successful conservation efforts by Namibia and South Africa led the two countries to apply for an annual quota of five black rhinos each for trophy hunters at the meeting of the 166-country Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) in Bangkok.

The estimated £30,000 a head the hunters will pay will go to game conservation, the two countries claimed. From 1970, when there were an estimated 65,000 black rhinos in Africa, numbers plummeted to 2,400 in the 1990s, according to the International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw), which condemned yesterday's decision. 

The organisation believes that the survival of the black rhino in most of Africa is not secure because of poachers. They sell the horns to China, where they are ground down for a claimed fever cure, and to the Middle East, for use as dagger handles.

In Bangkok, Peter Pueschel of Ifaw said: "This is a catastrophe, and the fact that the EU supported it is terrible. It is a signal for poachers and the illegal trade to start again. Kenya, Swaziland and other countries still trying to save their rhinos from poachers face another onslaught because of this. There is very little evidence that any money from trophy hunting goes back into the local community."

Others argue that the income from big-game hunters will increase protection for the animals as a financial incentive to keep them alive. South Africa and Namibia said that only old males would be ear marked for hunting, with no effect on the species' recovery.

The World Conservation Trust, which represents countries wanting to reopen trade in protected species, said that there was a serious imbalance in rhino populations, partly caused by conservation. In a submission to Cites, the trust said the best way to eliminate old males was through trophy hunting, which raised a significant amount of money for conservation.

In June, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and the WWF said southern Africa's black rhino population had increased by 500 in two years, to 3,600.

Namibia's quota proposal was endorsed by the meeting because of the country's outstanding conservation efforts, but there were reservations about South Africa because of country's lack of preparedness to manage big-game hunting.

The treaty nations meet every two years to regulate trade in about 30,000 endangered species of plants and animals.

guardian.co.uk/ conservation
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THE DAILY TELEGRAPH(LONDON) 

October 05, 2004, Tuesday 
HEADLINE: Happy rhino-hunting

BODY:
Many conservationists are understandably disturbed by yesterday's decision to lift the international ban on hunting black rhinos. Only 3,600 examples of the species, protected since 1977, are believed to exist. Yet in Bangkok yesterday, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) agreed to allow South Africa and Namibia to license the annual killing and export of five black rhinos each, for display as hunting trophies.

Paradoxically, however, the new hunting permits, which could cost as much as $250,000 each, should do more to safeguard than to threaten the survival of the species. Game wardens and farmers will now have a strong commercial interest in protecting black rhinos from the poachers who wiped out nearly 100,000 of them in the last few decades of the 20th century, selling their horns to make dagger handles and Chinese medicines. Under the Cites agreement, only males past breeding age may be hunted and exported, while the money raised by selling permits will be invested in conserving stocks. Those who doubt the wisdom of the scheme should ask themselves how many pheasant, grouse - or domestic cows, for that matter - would still exist in the United Kingdom, if there were no money to be made legally from killing them.

LOAD-DATE: October 5, 2004 

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

[image: image55.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image56.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image57.wmf]

This is the first te



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image58.wmf]

1



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image59.wmf]

tccspec



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image60.wmf]

_tscspec



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image61.wmf]

selectedText,doc



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image62.wmf]

B-WW-W-W-EZ-M



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image63.wmf]

27



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image64.wmf]

FULL



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image65.wmf]

21



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image66.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image67.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image68.wmf]

b4fd2652-175b-1



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image69.wmf]

_form%a4free%a



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image70.wmf]

%a3forever%a6_



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image71.wmf]

dGLbVlz-zSkAA



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image72.wmf]

b9dd7520e5e7d8


Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Reuters

Denmark wants to claim North Pole

DENMARK: October 6, 2004

COPENHAGEN - Denmark aims to claim the North Pole and hunt for oil in high Arctic regions that may become more accessible because of global warming, the Science Ministry says. 

It said Denmark would send an expedition to try to prove the seabed beneath the Pole was a natural continuation of Greenland, the world's biggest island and a Danish territory whose northern tip is just 450 miles from the Pole.

Science Minister Helge Sander said last week success would give Denmark access to "new resources such as oil and natural gas".

The potential return would outweigh the 150 million crowns (13.9 million pounds) that Denmark has allocated to the investigation.

The Danish bid rests on a U.N. convention allowing coastal nations to claim rights to offshore seabed resources. Countries that ratify it have 10 years to prove they have a fair claim to the offshore territory and its resources.

"First we have to make the scientific claim. After that there will be a political process with the other countries," said Science Ministry official Thorkild Meedom.

Other claimants to the area, with the Pole itself, include Russia, Canada and Norway. The United States may also make a claim.

"We're seeing a growing focus on and fight for the resources in the Arctic, especially as the global warming makes the region more accessible," said Samantha Smith, director of the WWF environmental group's Arctic Programme.

She said nations around the Arctic should sign a treaty to regulate access to oil, fisheries and possible new shipping lanes through the Arctic as the ice retreats.

Global warming, blamed by scientists mainly on emissions of carbon dioxide from cars and factories, has thinned the ice and U.N. projections indicate further shrinkage in coming decades.

Areas of interest for Denmark are three patches of seabed around Greenland and two around the Faroe Islands.

But experts said it could take years to sort out a tangle of overlapping claims in the Arctic. At the other end of the globe in Antarctica, several countries have also claimed slices of the continent but lack international blessing.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
GreenBiz News

Canon Establishes Worldwide Emissions-Reduction Goals 

Source: GreenBiz.com

LAKE SUCCESS, N.Y., Oct. 5, 2004 - Targeting 20% reduction of carbon dioxide emissions per unit of sales by 2006, Canon has established a worldwide campaign to minimize the impact that logistics activities, including procurement, production and transportation, have on the environment. 

According to the Canon Sustainability Report 2003: “Pollutants, greenhouse gases and other forms of environmental burden…overwhelm the earth’s ability to cleanse itself…The global environment, on which the ecosystem and future of humankind depend, is being destroyed at an accelerating rate by acid rain, destruction of the ozone layer, global warming and other environmental maladies borne of economic and social activities.” 

To help reduce the environmental burden posed by logistics activities, Canon’s initiatives will address product design, development, and manufacturing to embrace the reduction of CO2 emissions worldwide from countries where products are manufactured to countries where products are sold. 

In the United States, Canon USA, Inc., a subsidiary of Canon Inc., voluntarily partners with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on several product design, waste reduction and transportation programs. The latest initiative is Canon’s role as a charter partner in SmartWay Transport Partnership. Launched in 2003 as a voluntary program in the transportation industry, this partnership with leading freight-haulers, retailers and manufacturers aims to reduce fuel consumption, reduce emissions that affect health and reduce greenhouse gas emissions that affect the environment. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

6 October 2004

UNEP in the news

CITES Conference Considers Proposals to Improve Conservation of African Elephant, Others

Vanguard (Lagos): The 166 member States of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) are now meeting in Bangkok to update the trade rules governing some of the world's most charismatic, exploited and economically valuable wildlife species. The conference will decide on some 50 proposals for improving the conservation and sustainable use of the African elephant, the minke whale, the great white shark, the ramin timber tree, the Chinese yew and other medicinal plants, the yellow-crested cockatoo and the lilac-crowned parrot, five Asian turtles, the white rhinoceros, the Nile and American crocodiles, the European date mussel and many other species. "The CITES conferences are major environmental events because they produce enforceable decisions and practical actions for conserving wild nature and the Earth's biological diversity", said Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme, which administers the CITES Secretariat. "By promoting the science-based management of wildlife as a valuable natural resource, CITES also supports the UN's Millennium Development goals of halving the number of people living in extreme poverty and hunger by the year 2015", he added. Long known as the forum where critical decisions are taken about such high-profile issues as the ivory trade and whaling CITES is increasingly the focus of efforts to protect fish and timber species that are traded globally in profitable commodity markets. "Reversing today's massive destruction of the world's oceans and forests will require Governments to use the full range of policies and tools available to them. It is increasingly recognized that the CITES system for regulating trade through a system of permits and quotas is effective and can make an important contribution", said CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers This year's most commercially significant proposals include recommendations to add the hump head wrasse, a large reef fish from the Indian and Pacific oceans, and the great white shark, perhaps best known as the star of the "Jaws" film, to an internationally agreed list of species requiring trade permits. A major step towards using the CITES trade rules for protecting valuable fish species was taken in 2002 when the whale shark - the world's largest fish - and the basking shark were added to this list. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410050143.html
General Environment News

Rwandans collect used polythene bags in clean-up
Kigali, Rwanda (PANA) - President Paul Kagame Monday led an array of government officials and ordinary Rwandans in a campaign to rid the country of polythene bags that have left sewers and drainage clogged across the country. Kagame set to work in the Kacyiru district, where the State House is located, while his compatriots combed the streets, canals and sewers for the plastic bags that have turned out to be environmental hazards. The Rwandan government banned the use of plastic for packaging merchandise in July 2004, arguing that they were not biodegradable and therefore harmful to the environment. Reports reaching the capital said the campaign recorded a success across the country, as many cities, including the capital, appeared brighter and cleaner as the exercise drew to a close. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058845&dte=04/10/2004
Call to Keep Off Indigenous Forests

The Nation (Nairobi): Farmers have been told to keep off indigenous forests. Environment assistant minister Wangari Maathai yesterday said the Government would protect "at all costs" all the gazetted forested areas. "We cannot sacrifice indigenous forests at the expense of ethic plantations. Plantations represent a monoculture of trees, but a forest is an ecology system," she said when opening a conference on environment law at the Grand Regency Hotel, Nairobi. She was representing the minister, Mr. Kalonzo Musyoka, at the four-day conference being attended by international environmental law experts. Revisiting the controversial shamba system issue, Prof Maathai said the Government had not lifted the ban on farming in the forests. "It had been agreed that the process be done in zones which exclude the five major forests," she said as she made a clarification following reports that Mr. Musyoka had directed that forest farming be introduced in Nduduri, Subukia constituency. Prof Maathai urged Kenyans to protect the indigenous forests and stop expanding exotic plantations at their expense. UN secretary-general Kofi Annan, in a message presented at the conference, said deforestation and desertification were threatening ecosystems, biodiversity and food security. Nearly 2 billion hectares are affected by human-induced degradation of soils, endangering many people's livelihoods. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410050053.html
Nouakchott hosts forum on Senegal River basin 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - About 60 experts from Senegal, Mali, Guinea and Mauritania are discussing future plans for the Senegal River Basin.  The three-day sub-regional meeting will deliberate on a regional report on the principles and international application of the joint water resources and a regional document on the revision of agreements relating to the use of Senegal River basin waters in the four countries. The conferees are also expected to draw up a priority plan of actions for the coming years at the end of the meeting. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058855&dte=04/10/2004
Chissano wins UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano has won the UN Settlement agency, Habitat, Scroll of Honour award for pushing for the inclusion of the UN-Habitat Agenda in the African Union (AU) development plans. The former AU Chairman President Chissano is one of four distinguished personalities, rewarded for their contributions to the improvement of lifestyles in their communities. UN-Habitat's Executive Anna Tibaijuka said the Mozambican President worked hard to have the Habitat Agenda included in the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) programme. The agenda seeks to address the growing urbanization problems such as the forced evictions from houses, the supply of clean water and sanitation in cities. "We know that cross-sectoral approaches are required to handle the growing urbanization problems, we already have the Habitat agenda mainstreamed in the Blair Commission for Africa," Tibaijuka said before presenting the awards. Another awardee, Vivek Agrawal, the Trustee Secretary of the Indian city of Jaipur-based Centre for Development Communication, was honoured for helping address the urbanization woes facing the Jaipur local communities.  Briton John Bird of the Big Issue Organization was rewarded for promoting awareness on urbanization issues through the mass circulation "Big Issue" magazine in the United Kingdom, while Edin Martines from El-Salvador was honoured for a fund-raising to help rebuild 7,500 homes destroyed by an earthquake in 2001. Chissano's award was received by Mozambican Environment Minister John William Kachamila, who said the country was struggling with urbanization issues after years of civil war.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058827&dte=04/10/2004
Media Urged to Promote Environmental Issues

BuaNews (Pretoria): Government has called on both print and broadcast journalists to be more actively involved in local environmental reporting to help communities better understand environmental issues. Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk said this at a three-day environmental journalism conference that kicked-off in Johannesburg today. M. Van Schalkwyk said government was concerned about popular media targeting the previously disadvantaged but not reporting about environmental issues. The conference, being attended by a number of international and local journalists, is set to discuss amongst others challenges faced by environmental journalists, climate change and mainstreaming environmental reporting. "This is the legacy of the past we have to deal with, environmental issues are seen as an elitist issue for the rich white people who can afford those glossy publications, and yet we need to get the issues to the majority of the people," he said. He said government was playing its role in raising public awareness in this regard, however the popular media accessible to the people still had to educate people about protecting the environment. The Minister said South Africa had a growing need of more environmental journalists, equipped with up-to-date skills, cutting edge knowledge and real in-depth understanding of the environment and sustainable development issues. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410050511.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Endangered black rhino hunting ban lifted   

Big News Network.com, Australia, Wednesday 6th October, 2004  - A ban on hunting critically endangered black rhinoceros has been lifted by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, The Telegraph reported.
The convention in Bangkok limited the annual cull to five each in Namibia and South Africa, where hunting advocates said wealthy sportsmen would likely be willing to pay as much as $250,000 for one of the permits.
http://feeds.bignewsnetwork.com/?sid=79914360499fedc7 

Exports of African rhino approved
Borneo Bulletin, Brunei Darussalam, 5 October 2004 - BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) - Wildlife conservationists and government delegates on Monday approved proposals by Namibia and South Africa to kill and export as hunting trophies a small number of endangered black rhinos, protected under an international treaty. 
The African countries made the requests at a two-week conference in Bangkok of thousands of delegates from the 166 countries that have signed the U.N. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES.
Namibia and South Africa were granted permission to ship five of the mammals each annually - all as hunting trophies - pending final approval at the meeting's conclusion next week. South Africa had asked to export 10 black rhinos, but halved the amount due to opposition. 
"They've never had export quotas for them. They're remarkable animals, they're very rare," said Michael Williams, a spokesman for the UN Environment Programme. 
Although CITES prohibits trade in the rhinos, hunting trophies can be considered exceptions. Export quotas are sometimes granted for protected wildlife if they do not threaten the survival of the species.
http://www.brunei-online.com/bb/tue/oct5w4.htm 

Harvest helps to save endangered crocs 
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand, 06.10.2004 - BANGKOK - If you want to save a wild animal, give it a pricetag. 
Wild crocodiles in Australia's Northern Territory are now thriving because of a controlled harvest of the reptile, says a leading expert on the animal. 
And Dr Grahame Webb said that without such a harvest, remote rural communities would have no incentive to protect a cold-blooded man-eater. 
"The only way that people will protect something like a crocodile is if it is valuable," he said on the sidelines of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) conference here. 
"I've been bitten on the leg by a croc so I know that no one will put up with them without some benefit," said Webb, a zoologist who chairs the World Conservation Union's crocodile specialist group. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/businessstorydisplay.cfm?storyID=3597724&thesection=business&thesubsection=general&thesecondsubsection=&thetickercode= 

Black rhinos fair game
Sydney Morning Herald (subscription), Australia Hunters of big game can return to Africa to shoot the black rhino after a 20-year worldwide ban on the trade in the animals was lifted this week.
Successful conservation efforts by Namibia and South Africa led the two countries to apply for an annual quota of five black rhinos each for trophy hunters at the meeting of the 166-country Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species in Bangkok.
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/10/05/1096949513012.html?oneclick=true 

Species to save
The Malaysia Star, Malaysia, 5 October 2004 - The 13th Conference of Parties (CoP13) to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species opened in Bangkok last Saturday, with participants all set to deliberate on some 50 proposals to update trade rules. HILARY CHIEW looks into the arguments in support of the listing of several species. 
FOR the first time in its near 30-year history, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) opened in Bangkok – one of the world’s thriving capitals for wildlife trade – last Saturday. The 13-day meet will see the participation of government officials from 166 member nations, wildlife conservationists and the boisterous animal activists. 
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2004/10/5/features/9017449&sec=features 

KL to work with Bangkok on illegal wildlife trade
The Malaysia  star, Malaysia, 5 October 2004  - http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2004/10/5/nation/9040637&sec=nation 

Indian tiger skins being sold openly: Report
HindustanTimes.com UK edition, India. 5 October 2004 - Indian tigers are poisoned, shot or snared by poachers and sold to traders who smuggle them into China via Nepal, according to a finding by the Environmental Investigation Agency, a London charity. It said most are taken to Lhasa, the Tibetan capital, and then are moved on to different regions of China or taken out of the country.
… Four years ago, it is said, the British Government had offered India £20,000 to fund a special unit to combat wildlife crime. But so far Delhi has not responded. The investigating agency said the skin trade is wrecking the conservation efforts and the initiatives taken in recent years. At the CITES conference, the agency will urge for specialised "enforcement units" to be set up in India, Nepal and China and for improvement in cross-border cooperation.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/5983_1041342,00430005.htm 

Ministries lock horns at 13th Cites meet 
The Nation (Thailand), Oct 5, 2004 - Interministry conflicts emerged yesterday as Thailand proposed that Irrawaddy dolphins should be granted more protection under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (Cites), the 13th conference of which is underway in Bangkok. 
In issuing the proposal, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment is advocating an end to the trade in these dolphins. This would entail transferring them from one Cites list to another that bans trading – from Appendix II to Appendix I – a move that is being fiercely contested by the Fishery Department of the Agriculture Ministry, which believes it may not be in Thailand’s best economic interests.
http://nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=4&id=122008&usrsess=1 

Hunting quotas likely for African rhinos 
The Nations (Thailand), Oct 5, 2004 - In what conservationists are calling an “unprecedented” move, the trophy hunting of black rhinoceros in Namibia and South Africa has almost definitely been approved for the first time since the late 1970s by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites).
http://nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=2&id=122031&usrsess=1 


Pesticide Poisoning Affects Children At Higher Rate - UN Agencies 
Wednesday, 6 October 2004, Press Release: United Nations - Pesticide poisoning is a serious health problem that disproportionately affects infants and children, three United Nations agencies say in a new report released today, urging steps to minimize youngsters' exposure to such potentially deadly chemicals.
An estimated 1 million to 5 million cases of pesticide poisonings occur each year, resulting in several thousand fatalities, including children, according to Childhood Pesticide Poisoning: Information for Advocacy and Action, published by the Food and Agriculture Organization (<"http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2004/51018/index.html">FAO), UN Environment Programme (<"http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=409&ArticleID=4623&l=en">UNEP) and World Health Organization (<"http://www.who.int/en/">WHO).
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0410/S00075.htm 

2004 winner of UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction selected
GENEVA, Oct. 5 (Xinhuanet) -- Omar Dario Cardona, a Colombia earthquake engineer, has been selected as the 2004 winner of the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction, a UN agency said here Tuesday. 
    Cardona is known internationally for his pioneering approaches to vulnerability reduction and risk management, the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) said in a press release. 
    Together with the Award on health given by the World Health Organization and the Award on environment by the UN Environment Program, the UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction is one of the three prestigious prizes established in 1986 by the Nippon Foundation. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/06/content_2055921.htm 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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	Harpy Eagle to Take Flight Again

	



By Diego Cevallos*
Panama is a pioneer in rescuing the impressive raptor, the harpy eagle. More than 30 harpy chicks have hatched in captivity there since 2001.
MEXICO CITY - Thanks to Panama, the remarkable harpy eagle (Harpia harpyja) may soon fly free of its endangered status. But for that to happen, the harmful actions of humans must stop -- and it would still take 20 to 25 years. 

Panama is the only Latin American country that has focused its attention on protecting this eagle species, which for hundreds of years flew over an area stretching from Mexico to Argentina, but began to disappear as a result of destruction of its habitat and because it was targeted by hunters. 

After four years of work, the Panama Peregrine Fund recently released five harpy eagles, all hatched in captivity. Two have already established territory in protected areas of Panama, and the other three are in nature parks in Belize. 

This is seen as a major success. In 2001, 17 chicks hatched in captivity, 2002 and 2003 produced 14 more -- figures that surpass what had been achieved by scientists in the United States, another country attempting to rescue this bird of prey. 

Seven harpies have hatched in captivity in the United States, but over a period of 10 years. 

However, despite the successes, a great deal is yet to be done to ensure the future of the harpy, which is endangered, like hundreds of bird species in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

According to the United Nations Environment Program, there are more than 400 kinds of birds in the region that are classified as ''vulnerable'', ''endangered'', and ''gravely endangered''. The harpy eagle is one of them. This bird of prey can stand more than a meter tall, with a wingspan of more than two meters, and weigh around eight kilograms. 

In the region there are more than 300 mammals that are threatened to different degrees, in addition to more than 150 types of fish, more than 100 reptiles and some 30 amphibians. The biggest numbers of endangered species are found in the countries with greatest biodiversity: Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico and Peru. 

What has been achieved with the harpy eagle is important, but it will be 20 to 25 years before it can be known whether the rescue project has achieved its goal, Magali Linares, director of the Peregrine Fund, which operates with the support of U.S. scientists and donors, told Tierramérica. 

By 2006, it will be known whether the first five birds released have found mates and reproduced. The scientists then will determine how long the harpy's reproductive life lasts, calculate its mortality rate, continue the release program and finally distribute the birds throughout Mesoamerica (Mexico and Central America), the ideal habitat for this species. 

''Our project is unprecedented in Latin America. Venezuela and Ecuador have shown interest in harpy eagle reproduction, but they have not yet carried out this type of program,'' said Linares. 

The goal of the Peregrine Fund is for the species' full recovery in Panama, then in Belize, and ultimately in the greater part of the Mesoamerican region. 

This large bird of prey, which despite its size generally tries to pass unnoticed, finds the humid tropical forest, up to altitudes of 800 meters above sea level, to be its ideal habitat. 
The harpy's diet includes monkeys, sloths, parrots and certain reptiles. 

The bird is threatened with extinction, but some can still be found in Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Peru and Venezuela. 

In Panama, where the government declared the harpy eagle its national bird in 2002, there are fewer than 50 harpy nests. But that number will surely grow with the release of birds hatched in captivity once they are three years old. 

''We are going to continue working for the harpy eagle,'' but the future of this species will also depend on rescue and conservation efforts in other countries and on a reduction of environmental pressures in the harpy habitat, said Linares. 

	BRAZIL: A Law to Combat Biopiracy 
	

	RIO DE JANEIRO - The Brazilian government wants a law for fighting biopiracy. A bill on this issue, drafted by the Environment Ministry, will be sent to parliament this year, and will define the crimes against Brazil's national genetic wealth and establish sentences. 

Currently, the country fights smuggling of plant and animal species using the Environmental Crimes Act, which has proved ineffective because of its ''soft'' penalties, mostly fines. 

Specific legislation is needed in Brazil, ''a mega-diverse country with around 22 percent of the world's species,'' and thus an ongoing target of biopiracy, says Environment Minister Marina Silva. 

The bill aims to regulate access to the country's genetic resources based on the principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity, approved by the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, and ratified by 168 countries. 

 

 

CHILE: Digital Map of Environmental Damage 
SANTIAGO - The Chilean National Ecological Action Network, RENACE, presented the first digital version of its ''Map of Ecological Destruction in Chile'', an annual report that highlights the environmental trouble spots in each region of the country and the disputes with greatest public impact. 

The map, found online at http://www.renace.cl, and is based on official data from public and private sources, updated this year and with references to Internet sources, RENACE leaders announced last week. 

The data covers river contamination, garbage dumps, pesticide use, soil degradation, forest plantations and marine resources. There are also tables categorizing plants and animals that are endangered, vulnerable or rare. 

 

 

VENEZUELA: Center to Help Beached Whales 
CARACAS - The Venezuelan Environment Ministry is pushing for the creation of a special center to deal with cetaceans -- whale and dolphin species -- that end up beached on the country's coast. There have been 40 such cases in the past three years. 

Venezuelan waters are home to some 30 of the 80 existing whale and dolphin species. 

''The most frequent is beachings of common dolphins (Delphinus delphis) and bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus), which are not endangered, but are under special protection,'' Eddys Solórzano, the ministry's biodiversity expert, told Tierramérica. 

The dolphins can measure up to four meters long and weigh as much as 300 kg. Most beachings are the result of an illness in the mammal, or accidents related to fishing or collisions with boats. 

The new assistance center to help the beached whales and dolphins will be in the central coastal state of Vargas. 

The beachings tend to occur most on Margarita Island and the coastlines of Sucre, Falcón and Vargas, said ministry biologist Clemente Balladares. 

 

 

GUATEMALA: Summit Against Drought 
GUATEMALA CITY - Some 200 officials and experts will gather in the Guatemalan capital in November to study the problems of drought and desertification afflicting Latin America and attempt to come up with some solutions, announced this Central American country's Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources. 

The meeting is part of the 10th Latin American and Caribbean Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought, Jorge Luis Galindo, the ministry's director of environmental policy and strategy, told Tierramérica. 

The participants will study ''possible joint actions to confront the problem of drought and in some cases the advance of the desert that affect the countries in the region, as well as analyzing ways to obtain international aid,'' he said. 

According to United Nations figures, more than 30 percent of the Earth's land surface is threatened by or vulnerable to desertification, affecting more than 150 countries. 

 

 

HONDURAS: Protecting Sea Turtles 
TEGUCIGALPA - Authorities from the Honduran Ministry of Natural Resources set up a ban a month ago to protect the sea turtle species that nest around the Gulf of Fonseca, a maritime area shared by Honduras, Nicaragua and El Salvador. 

Marcio Castellón, of the ministry's fishing and aquaculture division, told Tierramérica that the ban on the sales and commercialization of the turtles and their eggs would last three months, the time needed for the turtles lay their eggs on the Gulf's beaches, and the baby turtles to hatch and reach the sea. 

Already, 72 nests have been protected, for a total of 6,400 sea turtles, which will be released from mid-October through November, he said. 

Four sea turtle species -- all endangered -- can be found in the Gulf of Fonseca: leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) and the green (Chelonia mydas) sea turtles. 

 

 

CUBA: New Trees for Havana 
HAVANA - ''My Green Plan'' has slated for this year the planting of 2.5 million trees of 52 species in the Cuban capital, part of ongoing efforts to re-establish vegetation in this city of 2.3 million people. 

The project involves several state agencies, schools and health centers, and also any resident who wants to help plant trees in the playgrounds or recreational parks near their homes. 

Experts consulted by Tierramérica said that 75 percent of the trees in central Havana need to be replaced because they are older and now pose a danger because they could fall. 

Hurricane Charley, which passed through Cuba in August, uprooted or damaged more than 37,000 trees in the capital, most of which were diseased, hollowed and old, and needed to be replaced anyway. 

	


www.ips.org
CARIBBEAN:
U.S. AWOL On Disaster Aid

Jim Lobe 


WASHINGTON, Oct 4 (IPS) - When far-away Bangladesh was devastated by a deadly cyclone just after the Gulf War in 1991, George W Bush's father dispatched a U.S. task force of 8,000 troops, 30 giant CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopters and four Hovercraft to urgently deliver thousands of tonnes of emergency aid over a period of several weeks. 

The humanitarian operation launched by then-president George HW Bush, like similar deployments of U.S. troops to provide relief aid after natural disasters -- such as the one to Honduras and Nicaragua that followed Hurricane Mitch in December 1998 -- not only saved lives and helped restored vital infrastructure, it also won Washington considerable goodwill. 

That is why most Latin America and Caribbean analysts have been appalled by what they describe as the almost total failure of the current Bush administration to respond to the series of calamitous hurricanes that have swept through the Caribbean over the last two months, levelling 90 percent of the buildings in Grenada, creating hundreds of millions of dollars in losses in Jamaica and the Bahamas, and killing more than 2,000 people in Haiti and rendering at least 300,000 more there homeless. 

Some analysts believe Washington's response -- one congressional aide called it ''AWOL'', or absent without leave -- will inevitably add to the growing impression that the United States has become indifferent to the region and will also fuel rising anti-Americanism. 

The most common word used by Latin America advocates to describe the administration's performance is ''shameful'', particularly with respect to Haiti, where U.S. troops intervened earlier this year to ease its democratically elected president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, into exile and maintain a semblance of order until a United Nations force took over earlier this summer. 

''I think it's an embarrassment that our administration supposedly supports the interim government in Haiti but has done so little to help it in a time of great need'', said Rachel Farley, a Haiti specialist at the Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), a human-rights group that is pressing Congress to appropriate half a billion dollars in emergency and reconstruction aid for the Caribbean. 

''The country is in a state of extreme crisis, and here we are spending one billion dollars a week for Iraq, and the administration says it can only scrape up 50 million dollars for the entire Caribbean. That's shameful considering the extent of devastation,'' she added. 

''It's pretty shameful'', Michael Shifter, vice president of the Inter-American Dialogue, a Washington-based hemispheric think tank, told IPS. ''This is, after all, an area where the U.S. has a tremendous amount at stake, especially in Haiti, where so much has been invested by the U.S. over time. And when it's completely devastated, our response is minimal at best''. 

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) insists it has been generous by providing nearly four million dollars in hurricane-relief aid for the entire region to date, with eight million dollars more to follow. Most of the aid is being channelled through private relief organisations. 

In addition, the administration has asked Congress for 50 million dollars in funding as part of a 10-billion-dollar emergency bill targeted almost exclusively on relief for Florida and other U.S. states hit by an almost unprecedented series of four hurricanes. 

But most analysts consider the amounts disbursed and requested by the administration a pittance, compared to the extent of the storms' damages. While damage assessments for Haiti and Grenada have not been completed, estimates for Jamaica and the Bahamas are that losses amount to 350 million dollars and 250 million dollars, respectively. 

''To talk about a total package of 50 million dollars is just not reality'', according to Lawrence Birns, the director of the Council on Hemispheric Affairs (COHA). ''One has to talk in terms of 500 million dollars to talk about any meaningful impact. These countries have not only lost infrastructure; in some cases, they've lost their ability to export''. 

Grenada, for example, lost virtually all of its famous nutmeg trees, which take some 15 years to grow to maturity. The vast majority of its 100,000 people have lost their homes on the island, which Washington invaded and occupied in 1983 in order stop an alleged takeover by radical elements of the ruling party. 

The administration initially offered only 50,000 dollars in emergency aid, a stark and embarrassing contrast -- not only to the costs of the invasion 21 years ago but also, and more currently, to the one million dollars offered by Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, who dispatched a naval task force with relief supplies to both Grenada and Jamaica. 

As noted by the director of IAD's Caribbean programmes, Daniel Erikson, Chavez was already wooing the English-speaking Caribbean with 80,000 barrels per day in premium oil shipments and was setting up PetroCaribe, a joint oil venture to develop an integrated energy policy between Venezuela and a dozen Caribbean states, including Grenada, Jamaica and Cuba. 

The South American nation already provides a range of technical assistance to its Caribbean neighbours. 

Apart from strictly humanitarian reasons, according to Erikson, Washington should be providing much more assistance if for no other reason than ''to prevent the Caribbean from drifting further into the arms of Cuba and Venezuela''. 

''Chavez is getting a generation of goodwill out of this, and it will translate into very strong backing in the Organisation of American States (OAS) and other international fora where Washington is increasingly isolated'', COHA's Birns told IPS. 

The situation in Haiti, where the poor security situation since Aristide's ouster has greatly complicated relief efforts, has been much more dramatic. 

With only 3,000 troops, the Brazilian-led peacekeeping operation is at less than half strength, while civilian police are even more depleted. Even before Hurricane Jeanne destroyed much of Gonaives, the country's third-largest city, about one-half of Haiti was under the control of armed gangs, many of them led by ex-soldiers from the banned armed forces. 

So far, only 750 peacekeepers have been sent to Gonaives, where they are mainly guarding supply depots. 

''Before the hurricane hit, no action had been taken to disarm (the former soldiers and other armed groups), and that is now exacerbating the impact of the storm, because it's increased the level of insecurity'', said WOLA's Farley. ''Some of the aid is getting hijacked, and there's been violence at distribution sites. There's a real lack of personnel''. 

While both Birns and Farley say the deployment of U.S. forces would have been a sensitive political issue in Haiti, given their role in Aristide's exit, there is little question that Washington could have done far more than it did, even if it was confined to ferrying desperately needed supplies to shore, as U.S. helicopters did in Bangladesh in 1991. 

''Sending armed troops could be provocative to the region, given the bitterness of (the response to) U.S. actions in Haiti and Iraq'', noted Birns. ''But sending in engineering battalions and National Guard troops specialised in civic action would have been an enlightened act''. 

In particular, roads need to be built urgently so that emergency supplies can be delivered to isolated communities; at the moment that is not happening. 

Shifter said he believes Washington will pay politically for its AWOL status. ''I think it reinforces the perception that this region is not important and that the U.S. doesn't care.” 

”It's another piece of this wider picture of disengagement or very selective engagement on a very narrow agenda, which now doesn't even seem to include these kinds of humanitarian catastrophes.” (END/2004)  
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Sudan has failed to disarm militias or prevent more attacks in Darfur – UN envoy

*
United States vetoes Security Council text demanding Israel withdraw from Gaza

*
Arab Group proposes Security Council resolution on Israeli military actions

*
Current violence pushing Gaza into a humanitarian crisis, UN agencies warn

*
UN troops help patrol Haitian capital following outbreak of deadly violence

*
Alleged human rights abuses in Côte d’Ivoire concern UN mission

*
India, Pakistan preparing to send more troops to DR of Congo – UN

*
Bougainville not ready to hold elections by end of 2004, UN report says

*
Annan welcomes improvements in tackling scourge of landmines

*
Pesticide poisoning affects children at higher rate – UN agencies

*
Experts urge stronger action against wildlife poachers

* * * *

Sudan

5 October – The Sudanese Government made no progress last month in either stopping militia attacks against civilians in Darfur, disarming those armed groups or prosecuting the individuals responsible for the worst atrocities, the senior United Nations envoy to Sudan said today.

Briefing the Security Council on a report by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Special Representative for Sudan Jan Pronk described a bleak picture of conditions in September: frequent and sometimes “atrocious” attacks by the militias, numerous breaches of the ceasefire by both the Sudanese Government and the rebel groups, and an alarming rise in armed banditry.

Mr. Pronk told the Council’s 15 members that, while Khartoum had not reversed the gains it had achieved in August, “there was no systematic improvement of people’s security and no progress on ending impunity.”

The envoy said the African Union (AU) must be given the financial, logistical and training support needed so it can rapidly expand the size and mandate of its mission in Darfur, currently limited to monitoring the ceasefire only.

The Secretary-General’s report recommends the AU force be given the power to protect internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees, including those living in makeshift camps; monitor the activities of the local police; and disarm fighters, including the Janjaweed militias accused of committing most of the attacks against civilians.

“Their presence would constitute a buffer between the civilian population and possible attackers. If one or more of these tasks remain unfulfilled, an unstable situation will result, unsustainable peace or even no peace at all,” the report states.

Speaking to reporters outside the Council, Mr. Pronk said he was pressing the AU to proceed as soon as possible with their proposal to increase its force size to more than 3,500 troops and monitors from the current level of about 350.

Last week in Brussels Mr. Pronk held talks with senior European Union officials, including its foreign policy representative, Javier Solana, on providing support to the AU.

“The AU is willing, there is no lack of political will in the AU, but there is a capacity problem and that has to be supported by other countries...[But] we first have to make clear to the international community as a whole that a third force – any third force – has to carry out a broad task. Otherwise you have a lack of balance and an ongoing conflict,” he said.

About 1.45 million people in Darfur are IDPs and there are another 200,000 refugees in neighbouring Chad because of the Janjaweed attacks and also fighting between Sudanese Government forces on one side and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) on the other.

UN human rights reports accuse the Janjaweed of murdering or raping thousands of villagers and destroying their homes, wells and cropland. At the request of the Security Council, Mr. Annan is setting up a commission of inquiry to determine whether the killings constitute genocide.

The Government signed a joint communiqué with the UN in early July in which it pledged to disarm the Janjaweed and restore security for the IDPs, but Mr. Annan’s report states that “in a significant proportion of the territory the security conditions have worsened.”

“Today, still-increasing numbers of the population of Darfur are exposed, without any protection from their Government, to hunger, fear and violence. The numbers affected by the conflict are growing and their suffering is being prolonged by inaction,” it says.

Mr. Pronk told the Council that “care for the weak and the poor seems to be a scarce commodity in Khartoum.”

But he added that the peace negotiations aimed at solving the separate, long-running civil conflict in Sudan’s south – which are due to resume on Thursday in Naivasha, Kenya – could serve as a template for ending the Darfur crisis.

“There won’t be any improvement in Darfur if there is no agreement guaranteeing political inclusion and sustainable development for all,” he said, adding that Sudan’s constitution and national institutions “should reflect the existing diversities within the nation [and] provide for a fair degree of regional autonomy.”

Mr. Pronk urged the Sudanese Government to begin a process of reconciliation and consensus-building to ensure that the conflicts are not transformed “into a general antagonism between people with different religions or different ethnic backgrounds.”

* * *

Middle East

5 October – The United Nations Security Council today failed to adopt a resolution that would have demanded Israel halt all military operations in northern Gaza and withdraw from the area.

The United States vetoed the draft, which received 11 votes in favour, with Germany, Romania and the United Kingdom abstaining.

Speaking prior to the Council’s vote, Ambassador John C. Danforth of the United States called the proposed text “lopsided and unbalanced” for containing many “material omissions” and said it deserved a no vote.

Ambassador Danforth said it not only encouraged the terrorists, but would not do anything to prevent the predictable Israeli response. “Ultimately a resolution like this emboldens terrorists, encourages counter-attacks and contributes to the ultimate terrorist goal of derailing the peace process,” he said. “The Security Council should reverse the incessant stream of one anti-Israel resolution after the other and apply pressure even-handedly, on both sides, to return to the road of peace.”

Ambassador Abdallah Baali of Algeria, a co-sponsor of the resolution along with Pakistan and Tunisia, said he regretted that a “balanced and credible text” did not gain unanimous endorsement by the Council.

“By failing to take action, the Security Council is failing its responsibilities. It is once again failing the Palestinian people and once again it is sending the wrong message to the world. It is confirmed that when it comes to Israel, the Security Council is unable to take action, let alone under Chapter VII. It is sending the impression that it is effective only when it deals with Arab countries,” he said.

The Permanent Observer of Palestine, Nasser Al-Kidwa, called today another “sad day” for the Security Council for its failure again to fulfil its responsibility in maintaining international peace and security. “The Council failed to take a stand vis-à-vis the bloodshed against the Palestinian people by the Israeli occupation forces,” he said. “The Council failed to call for an end to bloodshed and destruction.”

Ambassador Dan Gillerman of Israel said a resolution that sought to condemn mechanisms for fighting terrorism, instead of the terrorism itself, distorted the seriousness of the issues at hand. “A resolution that indicts the victims of terror rather than their murderers is wrong and shameful,” he said.

* * *

Middle East

4 October – The United Nations Security Council today held an emergency session on the latest Israeli military action in Gaza, with numerous speakers urging a formal response to the scale of violence and mounting civilian casualties on the Palestinian side.

Abdallah Baali, the representative of Algeria, which called for the session on behalf of the Arab Group of States, said the Council should immediately adopt a draft resolution demanding that Israel halt its Gaza manoeuvres.

But there were early indications that the proposed resolution would not meet consensus in the Council. John Danforth, the Ambassador of the veto-wielding United States, said “the resolution that is being presented to us is not the Road Map to peace; it is yet one more step on the road to nowhere.”

Others spoke out in favour of the resolution, not least the Permanent Observer of Palestine, Nasser Al-Kidwa, who said Israeli Defence Forces had killed 83 Palestinians, including 20 children under the age of 18, and injured more than 350 others in the past six days. They had also caused widespread destruction, including the demolition of homes and the destruction of farmland and economic installations and infrastructure, he said.

Pointing to a string of violent incidents, he questioned why the Council had so far failed to put an end to Israeli aggression. Even before the present stage, it had failed to halt the decolonization of the Palestinian territory and attempts to change the status of Jerusalem. He said the Council must take a serious position and call on Israel to permanently cease its military aggression.

Yahya Mahmassani, the Permanent Observer for the League of Arab States, said the grave situation in the occupied Gaza Strip threatened international peace and security and warned that Israel’s crimes against the Palestinian people. He also asked how the Council could remain silent observer in the face of daily crimes by the Israeli occupation forces, and called on the 15-member body to provide international protection to the Palestinian people in accordance with international law.

Ravan Farhadi, the Vice-Chairman of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, voiced alarm at the disproportionate use of force in the Gaza Strip and called on the Israeli Government to uphold its obligation as the occupying Power and immediately stop the military assault on the Gaza Strip and the rest of the occupied territories. The Council, he said, should send a clear message to the occupying Power to stoop wreaking havoc in the Gaza Strip.

Ambassador Dan Gillerman of Israel said the Council had been galvanized into action not because of the murder of children but rather the defence of those murders. The meeting constituted an attempt to blame the victims of terror, not the perpetrators, he said, charging that as part of the broader Palestinian terrorist campaign, more than 460 Kassam rockets had been indiscriminately fired at Israel’s civilian population, causing numerous deaths and injuries as well as the extensive destruction of property.

He argued that the Palestinian leadership still refused to fulfil any of its obligations to confront and dismantle the Palestinian terrorist network in an ongoing violation of basic international norms, signed commitments and the explicit terms of the Road Map outline peace plan. The cost of the Palestinians’ morally bankrupt strategy of terrorism was paid in the lives of innocent Israelis and Palestinians, the stagnation in the peace process and the suffering of both Israelis and Palestinians, he said, adding that by entertaining initiatives that effectively rewarded that strategy, the Council would only embolden extremists and undermine the Road Map.

* * *

Middle East

5 October – The ongoing violence in Gaza, on top of the sharply deteriorating humanitarian situation this year, is pushing the Palestinian population into a deep crisis, a dozen United Nations aid agencies working in the region warned today.

They called on the Israeli Government to guarantee humanitarian agencies unrestricted and secure access into Gaza for both personnel and relief supplies, ensure the free movement of humanitarian goods and personnel within the territory, and respect its obligations under international humanitarian law by ensuring the safety of the Palestinian civilian population.

“The UN organizations recognize Israel’s legitimate security concerns, particularly the need to stop Palestinian rocket and mortar attacks into civilian areas; however, its actions should be in conformity with international humanitarian law and it should not use disproportionate force,” they said in a statement released in Jerusalem.

Since 28 September, 82 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza, including 24 children, while 5 Israelis – including 2 children – have lost their lives. For the year, approximately 45 Palestinians have been killed each month in Gaza and poverty rates are predicted to rise to 72 per cent.

At the same time, movement restrictions imposed by the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) have prevented effective delivery of humanitarian aid. The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) – the main organization helping people in the region – has not been able to deliver emergency food aid to the north of Gaza.

The IDF has also denied UN personnel secure access into Gaza for the last two weeks – making a total of 65 days so far this year that the UN has not been able to enter.

In related news, Secretary-General Kofi Annan was asked in New York if Israel should apologize if what it had claimed to be a rocket being loaded on a UN vehicle was in fact a hospital stretcher.

“In my discussions with the [Israeli Ambassador to the UN], I did raise that if it is found out that the facts are not correct, that they would issue a disclaimer on their side,” he replied.
* * *

Haiti

5 October – Troops and police officers from the United Nations peacekeeping mission are patrolling the downtown areas of the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince, where the situation remains tense after several days of deadly violence there.

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) is supporting the National Police in its efforts to maintain order in Port-au-Prince, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative to Haiti, Juan Gabriel Valdés, who met interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue yesterday to review the situation, is slated to hold more meetings today.

Three police officers were killed and four leaders of the Fanmi Lavalas political party were arrested in a wave of violence that swept Port-au-Prince at the weekend.

Haiti, already the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, is also having to deal with the aftermath of Tropical Storm Jeanne, which led to the deaths of more than 1,500 people when it struck the north of the country last month.

In Gonaïves, the hardest-hit city, MINUSTAH peacekeepers continue to secure points around the city to distribute food and clean water to local residents.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

5 October – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Côte d’Ivoire today said it was very concerned by allegations that human rights violations took place last month at a popular market in the country’s biggest city.

On 29 September some 380 people at the Adjame market in Abidjan were detained by Ivorian security forces and released a few days later, according to the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI). Some of those detained said they had to pay money for their release, while others reported that they were beaten. Three are said to be in a coma.

UNOCI said it was in contact with national and local authorities and was interviewing victims. It is asking the authorities to investigate the matter and make public the results.
* * *

DR of Congo

5 October – India and Pakistan are preparing to quickly deploy some 1,700 soldiers to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) after the Security Council moved to bolster the United Nations peacekeeping operation there with an infusion of troops to conduct a range of new tasks, including protecting civilians from violence and enforcing an arms embargo in the east.

Speaking to the UN News Service from the Congolese capital, Kinshasa, a spokesperson for the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) echoed the comments of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who welcomed the Council action last Friday but warned that the new authorized troop level of 16,700 fell “well below” his recommendation to deploy 23,900 peacekeepers and 507 civilian police.

That proposal was put forward in an August report in which the Secretary-General praised developing countries for their contributions to the mission, but said the Security Council should not rely solely on those nations. “Other troop-contributing countries must also play an active role in assisting the Congolese peace process and I call on them to seriously consider the invaluable assistance they can provide to peace in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,” he said.

Since the resolution’s unanimous adoption, arrangements have been made for an emergency deployment of two battalions of some 850 soldiers each, one from India and one from Pakistan, UN officials said. India will also provide four attack helicopters.

The remaining troop increases are still under discussion, but India and Pakistan are also expected to provide one brigade – around 2,500 troops – each. Developed countries were solicited for troop contributions, but there has as yet been no response, the officials said.

MONUC spokesperson Patricia Tomé said the Mission looked forward to working with the troops that have been authorized and welcomed the Council’s pledge to keep the matter under review.

The new authorized level, however, is not sufficient to establish the “civilian-military joint mission analysis cell” recommended in the Secretary-General’s report. In calling for the new structure, he noted that MONUC’s effectiveness “has suffered from the lack of established mechanisms for information management capable of providing detailed analysis to my Special Representative and the senior mission management.”

In boosting the number of MONUC peacekeepers, the Council also expanded the Mission’s tasks to include protecting civilians “under imminent threat of violence,” inspecting aircraft cargo and other traffic in North and South Kivu and Ituri in fulfilment of the ban on arms trading, and collecting arms and materiel. The Mission will also observe and report on troop movements and the presence of foreign forces in military hotspots.

The six-page resolution asked the Secretary-General to report by the end of February on MONUC’s structure and strength “with a view to their adjustment according to the progress made on the ground and the tasks remaining to be accomplished.”

Ms. Tomé said the review would provide an opportunity to examine the success of the operation, which is being conducted across a huge span of territory. Ituri – the scene of recent clashes which claimed scores of lives – is the size of Liberia, while the similarly volatile Kivus are twice the size of Rwanda and Burundi combined.

* * *

Bougainville

5 October – Although major progress has been made in the peace process in Bougainville in recent months, the province of Papua New Guinea is not expected to hold elections by the end of the year as planned, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report on the United Nations mission there.

“Both the Government of Papua New Guinea and the Bougainville leaders remain firm in their commitment to complete the process as soon as possible,” Mr. Annan says in his report to the Security Council on the UN Observer Mission in Bougainville (UNOMB).

In the meantime, UNOMB will continue to be required to chair the committee dealing with the peace process – since it is the only mechanism available for links between the Government and the Bougainville parties – and to help in preparations for the elections.

There is concern, he says, that a premature closure of the Mission could have a negative impact on the peace process as it enters the critical months ahead. The Council had extended UNOMB’s mandate in July for a final time through 31 December with the expectation that elections would be held by then.

The Secretary-General says the Mission will continue to support the efforts of the national Government and the Bougainville leaders to move the peace process forward in the remaining period of its current mandate.

“Hopefully, when the Council considers this matter later this year, the parties will be in a position to provide it with a firm date for the holding of elections for the establishment of an autonomous government in Bougainville,” he says.
* * *

Landmines

5 October – From Cambodia and Colombia to Uganda and Bosnia and Herzegovina, States are becoming much better at planning and implementing their programmes to reduce or eliminate the threat of landmines, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his latest report on the deadly phenomenon.

In a report to the General Assembly measuring the progress achieved on the issue since 2001, Mr. Annan says the work of United Nations agencies has helped many mine-affected countries to respond more effectively and quickly to the problem.

In Afghanistan, for example, the UN Mine Action Service managed the centre that runs the country’s anti-mine programme. Last year about 78 square kilometres of land were cleared, more than 22 square kilometres returned to local communities for their use and another 160 square kilometres were surveyed.

Mr. Annan says countries are now more willing to work collaboratively against landmines, consulting and sharing information not just with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society groups but other nations as well.

States are also more pro-active about educating their citizens about the dangers posed by landmines, which kill or injure between 15,000 and 20,000 people every year. In April and May this year the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) ran a project in eastern Chad that taught some 100,000 people about the risks.

For its part, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) helped many governments, including those of Iraq, Mozambique and Yemen, construct their national strategies, including details about mine clearance and survivor assistance.

Mr. Annan adds that donors increasingly recognize the value of supporting mine action work from development and reconstruction budgets, instead of only through humanitarian and emergency budgets.

* * *

Pesticides

5 October – Pesticide poisoning is a serious health problem that disproportionately affects infants and children, three United Nations agencies say in a new report released today, urging steps to minimize youngsters’ exposure to such potentially deadly chemicals.

An estimated 1 million to 5 million cases of pesticide poisonings occur each year, resulting in several thousand fatalities, including children, according to Childhood Pesticide Poisoning: Information for Advocacy and Action, published by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and World Health Organization (WHO).

Children face higher risks from pesticides than adults because they may be more susceptible or are exposed more to such chemicals over the course of their lifetime, the report says. Most of the poisonings take place in rural areas of developing countries, where safeguards typically are inadequate or lacking altogether. Although developing nations use just a quarter of the world’s production of pesticides, they experience 99 per cent of the deaths due to pesticide poisoning.

Diet and poverty are two of the major sources of exposure for children, the report says. Food and water containing pesticide residues may be a source of chronic, low-level pesticide exposure; growing food on or near contaminated soils puts children at risk; and even pesticides stored incorrectly in the field or the household may contaminate food or water.

In poor families, meanwhile, children often help on family farms where pesticides are used; pesticide users, including teenagers, may lack access to protective equipment or receive no training; and in many developing countries, the marking and advertising of pesticides is often uncontrolled or illicit.

To minimize risk, the UN agencies urge reducing and eliminating possible sources of pesticide exposure to children and home and at work, keeping such chemicals out their reach, and cutting the use of agricultural pesticides through Integrated Pest Management (IPM).

Other steps to reduce the harmful effects include training health workers to recognize and manage pesticide poisoning, providing training to people on how to use pesticides safely, running educational and information campaigns in the media, and addressing all aspects of pesticide management from manufacturing until use or disposal.

* * *

Wildlife

5 October – Law enforcement experts are urging stronger action against poachers or smugglers of endangered species, but warn that many countries lack the ability to fight wildlife crimes, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

Their recommendations on how to deal with the problem will be presented this week in Bangkok to the 13th meeting of the Conference of Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which seeks to ensure that global trade in wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. UNEP staffs the treaty’s operations.

The illegal trade in wildlife remains the second-greatest threat to the world’s endangered species after habitat destruction, the agency said. Many wildlife smugglers deal in products that are worth more, per kilogram, than cocaine or heroin. Shawls made from the fine wool of the Tibetan antelope, for example, can cost more than $15,000 each. The caviar trade is infested with organized crime networks.

According to the 20-person group of law enforcement experts assembled by CITES, illicit trafficking of wildlife continues at high levels and increasingly involves organized criminal networks, sophisticated poaching and smuggling techniques, fraudulent trade permits, corruption and violence against enforcement officers.

In addition, national authorities often lack the necessary resources and experience to meet the challenge, and there is not enough coordination and information sharing among various enforcement authorities. 

“We are in danger of losing the war against wildlife crime, especially for some very rare animals and plants, unless modern professional law enforcement techniques are directed against criminals who care for nothing but profit, who exploit some of the world’s poorest communities and take advantage of periods of civil unrest and instability,” said CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers.

At the Bangkok meeting, experts will be calling for governments to recognize the seriousness of wildlife crime and a commitment by law enforcement authorities to give it a higher priority. They also urge an increase in the status, authority, training and quality of equipment of wildlife law enforcement personnel.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon. 

**Security Council
The Security Council began its work today by listening to the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk.
Pronk said that in the key areas of security and impunity, there was no progress in Darfur during the past month.  He noted, however, signs of improvement on the political front, referring to the acceptance of an expanded African Union force and the resumption of political negotiations.
The force, he said, needs to be sizeable.  It needs to be speedily deployed.  It also needs to be a force with a mandate far beyond overseeing the ceasefire agreement.  For example, it should ensure the safety of displaced persons in the camps, and monitor the behaviour and actions of the Sudanese police.
The second most important issue, he said, to be solved in the month ahead concerns the political talks between the Government and the rebel SPLM (Sudan People’s Liberation Movement).  The outcome of the north-south peace process, he says, can serve as a basis for Darfur.  He suggested that the Council may wish to send a small delegation in order to make clear that the international community is watching and will not accept any further delay or hindrances.
He also spelled out seven ways for the international community to support Sudan.  One of them was to increase financial assistance for the victims of the conflict in Darfur.  The number of affected people, now close to 2 million, could rise to 3 or 4 million if the civil war continues and renders agriculture and food production impossible, he said.
The Council is now discussing Sudan in closed consultations.  And Jan Pronk will talk to you at the stakeout microphone after those consultations end.
**Sudan-SG
The Secretary-General, who attended the briefing, was asked by reporters on his way out what he would like to see the Security Council do.
He said, “We’ve raised the importance of getting the African forces in as quickly as possible, and the support they need from the international community to be able to deploy as quickly as possible.  I’m sure that the Council will focus on that aspect”, he said, “and also maintain the pressure on the Sudanese authorities to protect the population”.
**Security Council-Afternoon
At 4 o’clock this afternoon, the Security Council has scheduled closed consultations on the Middle East, with a view to holding a formal meeting afterwards.
Up for discussion is a draft resolution on the Middle East, which is in “blue” –- meaning, it can be voted upon.
**Secretary-General Press Comments
The Secretary-General was asked by reporters today whether it was still technically feasible to hold free and fair elections in Iraq.  He said, “One has to be clear:  the ownership of the elections belongs to the Iraqis”.
He added, “We are there to support and assist”.  He said that the decision to go ahead with elections in January would belong to Iraq’s Independent Electoral Commission.
The Secretary-General was also asked whether Israel should apologize if what it had claimed to be a rocket being loaded onto a UN vehicle was in fact a hospital stretcher.  He said that, in his discussions with Israeli Ambassador Dan Gillerman, he raised the matter that, if the allegations were not correct, Israel would issue a disclaimer on its side.  We have the transcript of those comments upstairs.
**Haiti
On Haiti, the situation in Port-au-Prince remains tense following several days of violence during which three police officers were killed and four leaders of the Fanmi Lavalas party were arrested.  UN mission troops and police continue to patrol the downtown area of Port-au-Prince in support of the Haitian National Police.  The Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Juan Gabriel Valdés, met yesterday with interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue to review the situation.  Further meetings are expected today.
In a statement issued yesterday, Valdés expressed his deep concern and called upon the Haitian population to avoid being drawn into a vicious cycle of revenge and violence.  He condemned the brutal murder of the police officers.  He also called for the Haitian justice system to pronounce itself on the legality of the subsequent arrests, and noted that the authorities had assured him that the rights of the suspects would be fully respected.  In this regard, the UN Mission’s Human Rights Adviser is monitoring the conditions under which the four arrested leaders are being held.
In Gonaïves, efforts continue to provide humanitarian assistance, with UN peacekeepers securing distribution points for food and water throughout the city.
**Côte d’Ivoire
The UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire says it is very concerned by allegations that human rights violations took place on the 29th of September at the popular Adjame market in Abidjan.
Some 380 people at the market were detained by the Ivorian security forces, and released a few days later.  Some said they had to pay money for their release, while others report that they were beaten.  Three are said to be in a coma.
The UN Mission is in contact with national and local authorities and is interviewing victims.  It is asking the authorities to investigate the matter, and to make the results public.
**Bougainville
Bougainville is not expected to hold elections by the end of this year, although major progress has been made in the peace process there in recent months.  That is what the Secretary-General says in his latest report to the Security Council on Bougainville.
He says that the UN Observer Mission in Bougainville will continue to be required to chair the committee dealing with the peace process and to help in preparations for the elections.  There is concern, he said, that a premature closure of the Observer Mission could have a negative impact on the peace process as it enters the critical months ahead.  The report is out on the racks.
**Violence against Women
Also out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s report on violence against women.
The report provides information about legal and policy measures undertaken by Member States to combat all forms of violence against women.  It also includes a section of responses from Member States on measures to eliminate crimes against women committed in the name of honour.
The report recommends that governments should accelerate legal frameworks to criminalize all forms of violence against women.  In addition, governments should put in place penalties for perpetrators and ensure that violence against women is prosecuted and punished.
**Secretary-General/Mine Action Report
The UN’s efforts have strengthened the capacities of mine-affected States to effectively manage all aspects of mine action policy planning.

That’s one of the conclusions of the Secretary-General in his report -– which is out on the racks today –- to the General Assembly on progress achieved in the UN’s mine action strategy 2001 to 2005.
He also says that donors are recognizing the importance of supporting mine action from development and reconstruction budgets -– and not solely through humanitarian and emergency budgets.
**Pesticide Report
Children face higher risks from pesticides than adults and need greater protection against these chemicals, particularly in developing countries.
That’s a key finding of a joint report released today by the Food and Agriculture Organization, the UN Environment Programme and the World Health Organization.

The number of children affected is unknown but, based on the experience of many countries, is likely to be large.
The joint report highlights the magnitude of the problem.  It also emphasizes the need to put more effort into helping the rural, disadvantaged populations who are most affected by pesticide poisoning.  And we have more on that upstairs.

**UNFPA
We also have upstairs a press release from the UN Population Fund regarding an event on promoting universal access to reproductive health.  The conference is taking place later this month at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France.  And we have more details on that upstairs.
**Press Conference this Afternoon
Finally, a reminder of a press conference.  This afternoon at 1:15, Bertrand Delanoé, the Mayor of Paris, will be in this room following his meeting with the Secretary-General to talk to you about local governments in global governance.
That’s all I have for you.  I see we have Djibril ready to come up to brief you on the General Assembly.  No questions for me?  Fine, Djibril, come on up.

[See additional question after the briefing by the Spokesman for the GA President.]

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you, Fred.  Good afternoon.  As I mentioned earlier, the arrangements that I have with Fred are that I will come to you, periodically, when there is something substantial to say.  If there is not, I have my colleague, Israa Hamad, whom Fred introduced to you yesterday.  She’s on the third floor.  Fred provided us graciously with office space there so that I have a way as Spokesman of the President of the General Assembly to be available to you on a systematic basis.

And today, I do have something new to say.  That is, the General Assembly has concluded consideration of two Agenda items that I had mentioned earlier:  agenda item 52 and agenda item 54.  Agenda item 52 has to do with the revitalization of the work of the United Nations General Assembly, and agenda item 54 has to do with the strengthening of the work of the United Nations system.  In his summing up, the President of the General Assembly, His Excellency Mr. Jean Ping, said that, obviously, these issues are not new issues.  They have been on the agenda of the United Nations for many, many years, and they have been the subject of several resolutions.  In particular, the President of the General Assembly drew attention to two specific resolutions, resolution 58/126 and resolution 58/316.  And, from these resolutions, it appears that a lot of work has been done, a lot of progress has been done.  At the same time, from the discussions, it also appears that a lot more work needs to be done for the implementation of the different resolutions.

Another item that was submitted, that was introduced yesterday, by the Deputy Secretary-General, Ms. Louise Fréchette, is the report of the Secretary-General in response to the report of the Panel of Eminent Persons on United Nations-Civil Society Relations.  The President of the General Assembly gave the following summary, coming out of the statements of delegations.  On the issue of the revitalization of the work of the General Assembly, delegations requested speedy implementation of the two resolutions I mentioned earlier, namely, resolution 58/126 and resolution 58/316.  Secondly, the speakers supported firmly the meetings between the presidents of the General Assembly, the Security Council and ECOSOC.  And, in this connection, the President of the General Assembly, Mr. Jean Ping, again reiterated the fact that such a meeting has already taken place, on the 30th of September, and that it is the intention of the three presidents that these meetings take place regularly.

Another item had to do with the rationalization of the agenda of the plenary session and the work of the Main Committees.  And here, delegations asked for additional efforts in order to work further on this rationalization.  And, in this connection, particular emphasis was placed on the role, the essential role, that the bureau could play in this connection.  It has also been mentioned that this issue of the rationalization of the agenda of the plenary and the Main Committees could be evaluated at the sixty-first session.  So, start it, let it go for a while, and then evaluate it at the sixty-first session of the General Assembly.  In this connection, some delegations cautioned that the issue of rationalization of the agenda should not affect the work of the General Assembly to conduct, the capacity, I’m sorry, the capacity of the General Assembly to conduct its work, and that this rationalization should be accompanied with a reduction of the volume of documentation.  Reduction of the volume of documentation without prejudice to the information that is necessary for Member States to be able to conduct the different questions on the agenda of the General Assembly.

Another item that came up is really the need to do everything possible to reinforce the ECOSOC, and the need to reform the Security Council.  I mentioned in the President’s summing up last week of the general debate, if you remember, out of the 190 statements, 140 addressed specifically the issue of the Security Council reform.

Final point:  On the relations between the United Nations and civil society, delegations mentioned that this is a very, very important aspect of the agenda of the General Assembly, and that the contribution of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) is very, very important for the work of the United Nations.  However, coming out of the discussions, it has been determined that the modalities of participation of non-governmental organizations, as well as their contributions to the work of the General Assembly, that these two points need to be examined further.  Some delegations also talked about a way of facilitating further the accreditation of representatives of civil society.  Others welcomed the cooperation that exists already outside the United Nations Headquarters at the local level, between governments and civil society, especially when it came to questions of development.

In this connection, it has been suggested, or it has been stated, that there needs to be further reinforcement of the work, of cooperation with the United Nations.  Some delegations also supported the proposal regarding the creation of a special fund to reinforce the work of NGOs from developing countries, as was mentioned in the report of the Secretary-General.  President Jean Ping ended his statement by reiterating his intention to work very, very closely with the bureau of the General Assembly, in order to have as large consultations as possible on this and other issues.  That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes, Richard.

Questions and Answers
Question:  When is the annual speech session on reform of the Security Council?  Usually it’s in October. Do you know which day it is?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yeah.  We have the, on Monday, 11th of October, the second item on the agenda is the report of the Security Council, question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters.




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "winner" ��Xinhuanet - 2004 winner of UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction selected�


� HYPERLINK "Cites" ��Vanguard (Lagos) - CITES Conference Considers Proposals to Improve Conservation of African Elephant, Others�


� HYPERLINK "Poachers" ��UN News Centre - Experts urge stronger action against wildlife poachers�


� HYPERLINK "session" ��TASS - PACE session to center on terrorism and developments in Chechnya�


� HYPERLINK "pact" ��CITES: Factfile on endangered-species pact�


� HYPERLINK "rhino" ��BBC - Limited black rhino hunt approved�
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