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 GreenBiz.com

 Report Says Financial Institutions Need to Weigh Business Water Risks
Source GreenBiz.com 
URL: http://www.greenbiz.com/news/news_third.cfm?NewsID=27127
STOCKHOLM, Sept. 3, 2004 - A new report from the United Nations Environment Programme and the Stockholm International Water Institute makes the business case for financial institutions considering the problem of water scarcity when financing industrial projects. 

The preliminary findings of report -- titled “Risks of Water Scarcity: A Business Risk for Financial Institutions,” were discussed in Stockholm during the recently held 2004 World Water Week. 

The report notes that the potential risks associated with water scarcity “have become an emerging risk of strategic importance to businesses and their financial backers around the world. This is becoming even more important with rapid globalization within the business supply chain. Therefore, a business case for strategically addressing water challenges is getting stronger.” 

The report acknowledges that “While each organization must relate to water in its own capacity, the business case for the financial sector will come from acknowledging the potential risks associated with water scarcity and its potential effects on how they do business, thus encouraging them to seek innovative solutions for mitigating these risks.” 

Financial institutions, which assume the risk of companies and projects, can exercise considerable influence and control over investment and management decisions through loan management, says the report. This leverage, “could be brought into play for the benefit of both their own business and the environment.” 

The report’s examples indicate that financial institutions will need to address potential risks that arise in the entire value chain of water intensive sectors, which may be affected by future water shortages, as well as risks related to transport on waterways and water related conflict. 

Among the report’s conclusions: 

  Water scarcity can become, if not already, a considerable source of risks to projects and investments. The corporate sector need to assess this fact and work together with society to make progress. 

  Assessment of water scarcity risk must be included in project planning, business projections and business opportunities due diligence. 

  A collaborative approach with relevant stakeholders can build credibility, trust and much needed partnerships to anticipate and mitigate negative risks. 

  Financial institutions need to understand how water scarcity will affect their core businesses and that of its business partners. 

  Water supply problems can open a window to improve operational performance and efficiency. This can give a company a competitive advantage on its peers and this is an investment opportunity for financial institutions to propose sustainable improvements which can benefit business and water sustainability.                                                                                                

________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                 

Africa News
September 4, 2004 Saturday

Kenya:  Global Body's Move On Lake

BYLINE: The East African Standard

BODY:
An international organisation is developing a comprehensive strategic assessment guideline for intervention in Lake Victoria's problems. 

The Global International Waters Assessment says it will facilitate the implementation of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to tackle the problems at the fresh water lake.

A a senior geology lecturer at the University of Nairobi Daniel Olago said the implementation of the International Waters Component by GEF had been impeded by lack of assessment.

He said presently, there was no basis for identification of areas in the East African Rift Valley lakes that required intervention by GEF - a component of Unep.

LOAD-DATE: September 3, 2004
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tehran Times

Baku to hand over CSEP coordination center to Tehran 

TEHRAN (PIN) – Caspian Sea Environmental Program (CSEP) coordination center will shift from Baku to Tehran. 

Reza Sheikholeslami, regional technical deputy of CSEP (affiliated to UNEP) told Petroenergy Information Network that the shift coincided with the conclusion of the first phase of CSEP. He noted that the most important part of the second phase of the program was studying biodiversity, and controlling invasive species, adding, “Controlling pollution as well as sustainable development of sea coasts are other important goals of the Caspian Sea Environmental Program.” 

The official said he second phase of the program aimed to complement the current knowledge about transnational issues of the Caspian Sea as well as implementing the content of a regional environmental strategies in the form of national action plans.

BBC

Hurricane leaves Florida reeling 
Hurricane Frances has now mostly passed over the US state of Florida, leaving millions without electricity after power lines were brought down. 
Nearly three million people in coastal areas were forced to flee their homes. 

The hurricane has been downgraded to a tropical storm, and early indications are that damage has been widespread. 

However, the destruction may not be as severe as for Hurricane Charley, which hit Florida three weeks ago and killed 26 people. 

Hurricane Frances ripped roofs off buildings - including some used to shelter evacuated coastal residents - and tore trees from the ground. 

The northbound section of the Interstate 95 highway was closed after parts of the road were washed away. 

The Associated Press news agency reported one death attributed to the storm, of a man who crashed his car into a tree near Gainesville. 

Flooding danger 
Curfews have been declared along the storm's path, in part to allow repair crews to get to work quickly, but also to deter looting. 

	
	There are still dangers on our streets where the hurricane passed. Please be patient 
Florida Governor Jeb Bush 



People are being warned to stay indoors until further notice, with the authorities saying there is a danger of floods after heavy rainfall. 

However, flights have resumed from Miami Airport, allowing dozens of stranded passengers to leave. 

The BBC's Daniel Lak, in Florida, says the combined cost of the clean-up from Hurricanes Frances and Charley will be immense. 

Florida Governor Jeb Bush warned people to continue behaving cautiously. 

"There are still dangers on our streets where the hurricane passed," he said. "Please be patient." 

His brother, President George W Bush, has declared five Florida counties major disaster zones, enabling federal relief funds to be released. 

Hurricane Ivan 
There are fears the storm could renew its strength as it passes over the Gulf of Mexico. Evacuations have begun in north-western Florida. 

Meanwhile, another hurricane is looming on the far horizon. 

On Sunday night, Hurricane Ivan was about 1,300km (800 miles) away from Barbados, but heading towards the Caribbean Windward islands. 

It was packing winds of 205km (125 miles) per hour. 

Forecasters said it was too early to tell whether it would reach the US. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

UN appeal to stop locust 'plague' 
	By Jannat Jalil 
BBC News 


Fresh appeals are being made for urgently needed international aid as swarms of locusts continue to spread across west Africa. 
The leaders of 12 nations have agreed a plan to fight the locusts. 

But a United Nations agency warns that it needs tens of millions of dollars in extra funding to stop a plague. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization says locusts have caused significant crop damage in several countries and the situation could worsen. 

It is warning that without urgent action this month the locusts could wreak havoc across west Africa. 

The locusts are multiplying at an alarming rate and many crops are coming close to harvest. 

In the past couple of months, huge swarms of locusts have moved from northern Africa to western African countries, in what is the worst such crisis to hit the region in 15 years. 

Food shortages feared 
By responding quickly with pesticides, Arab countries managed to contain the damage. 

But in western Africa, where governments do not have the same resources to prevent the locusts from breeding, the situation is getting worse day by day. Many people in west Africa are small farmers and, if no way is found to stop the insects from breeding and spreading, there could be serious food shortages. 

West African leaders have pledged to co-operate with each other to combat the pests. 

They have appealed to international donors to help them by giving them pesticide and planes as soon as possible. 

The president of Mali and his cabinet said this week that they would forego a month's salary, so the money could be used to help fight the locusts. 

But the FAO says only substantial and immediate international help can avert a crisis. 

It says of the $100m it has repeatedly appealed for, it has only received or been pledged one-third of that amount. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Republicans Close Convention Without Environmental Pledge 

NEW YORK, New York, September 3, 2004 (ENS) - President George W. Bush accepted the Republican nomination for President last night at Madison Square Garden. In his speech to delegates to the Republican National Convention, he said nothing about the environment. He talked about the benefits of the wars he has waged on terror in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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President George W. Bush addresses delegates at the Republican National Convention Thursday. (Photo courtesy GOP Convention)
He briefly mentioned energy supplies, which have been a major preoccupation of the Bush administration. "To create jobs, we will make our country less dependent on foreign sources of energy," is all the President said. 

Vice President Dick Cheney said nothing about the environment when he accepted the Republican vice presidential nomination on Wednesday night, nor did he mention energy, although his Energy Task Force and the administration's National Energy Policy it crafted have been among the most controversial aspects of this administration. He talked about the virtues of war. 

No other speaker at the Republican National Convention addressed any of the great environmental issues of the day - global warming, oil depletion, nuclear waste, deforestation, species extinctions, genetic modification.. 

They spoke of war and terror, of tax cuts, of jobs, of education and health care. 
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Democratic Presidential candidate Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts at the American Legion annual convention in Nashville, Tennessee, September 1. (Photo courtesy Kerry campaign)
Out on the campaign trail in Springfield, Ohio, Democratic Presidential nominee rebutted President Bush's acceptance speech by saying the President has misled the country on the necessity for war, on the economy, on jobs, on health care, and on energy supplies and prices - an environmental issue. 

"When it comes to getting gas prices under control, George Bush has misled America," Kerry said. "America is more dependent than ever on Mid-East oil. John [Edwards] and I have a plan to make America energy independent by investing in new technologies and alternative fuels." 

Outside Madison Square Garden and across Manhattan, hundreds of thousands of people demonstrated against the policies of the Bush administration. New York City Police stopped publishing arrest figures on Wednesday, but independent estimates by attorneys for arrestees place the number at about 1,500. 

In some places fights broke out between police and protesters, although most of the marches and demonstrations were peaceful. 
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People held by police at an ad hoc detention center at Pier 57 in New York. (Photo courtesy Indymedia)
Police detained hundreds of arrestees without charges, and the National Lawyers Guild and the Association of Legal Aid Attorneys have been engaged in legal battles with the city's attorneys before a State Supreme Court judge to get them released. New York law requires that people not be held longer than 24 hours without being arraigned. 

State Supreme Court Justice John Cataldo Thursday ordered the city to release hundreds of people who had spent as many as 48 hours in jail and found the city in contempt of court after it failed to comply. He ordered 470 people freed and imposed a fine that could total nearly half a million dollars. 

Most of the people had been arrested on Tuesday, the day of nonviolent direct action to confront the Republican National Convention. Many claimed they were bystanders not connected to any protest. 

The National Lawyers Guild filed a writ of habeus corpus late Wednesday demanding that the detainees be brought before a judge and formally charged. The more than 1,100 people arrested on Tuesday had already been held at that point for up to 66 hours without being arraigned, informed of their rights, given access to an attorney, provided medical attention, or given access to adequate food, water, or sleeping facilities. 

Anonymous protesters put red dye in several city fountains to symbolize the blood and death they blame on the Bush administration. (Photo courtesy Indymedia)
Documents presented to the court claim the the detainees have been held under "unconscionably unsafe conditions, including the possibility of asbestos contamination" as two affidavits submitted to the court allege. 

They passed through an ad hoc detention center at Pier 57 where the National Lawyers Guild says they "had to sleep on a floor slick with motor oil and other toxic residue. Numerous detainees complained of infections, rashes, and chemical burns. By Wednesday night, the detainees had become fed up with their treatment and began to refuse food." 

Protests continued during the final day of the convention yesterday, with 26 arrests made by 9:30 p.m. 

Three times Judge Cataldo ordered the city of New York to release all detainees, but the city defied each of the orders. Late Thursday, the judge found the city in contempt of court and levied a fine of $1,000 per person held past 24 hours, a fine that amounts to at least $470,000. 

City officials say the unusual number of detainees was to blame for the delay in processing them. On Tuesday, nearly 1,200 people were arrested in four hours, one of the largest mass arrests in American history. By contrast, 300 people are arraigned in Manhattan Criminal Court on an average day. 

But the National Lawyers Guild said in court documents that the defendants, including New York Police Chief Raymond Kelly, anticipated numbers of arrests related to the Republican convention as high as 1,000 per day. 

Balloons were released to mark the close of the Republican National Convention. (Photo courtesy GOP Convention)
The detainees were finally released Thursday night as President Bush was delivering his acceptance speech in Madison Square Garden. 

The President mentioned freedom 23 times in his speech. 

"The story of America is the story of expanding liberty," he said, "an ever-widening circle, constantly growing to reach further and include more. Our nation's founding commitment is still our deepest commitment: In our world, and here at home, we will extend the frontiers of freedom." 

"This moment in the life of our country will be remembered," said President Bush. "Generations will know if we kept our faith and kept our word. Generations will know if we seized this moment, and used it to build a future of safety and peace." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROE Media Update

Le Figaro, 3 septembre:                                                                                            

 Environnement: les efforts financiers de la collectivité restent modestes                         

 La France consacre à peine 2% de sa richesse à la protection de son environnement et l'essentiel  

 de ses efforts continue d'aller à la dépollution de l'eau et à la gestion des déchets, indique    

 une étude publiée jeudi par l'Institut français de l'environnement (IFEN).                        

 En 2002, Etat, collectivités et entreprises ont dépensé 28,8 milliards d'euros en faveur de       

 l'environnement. (......)                                                                         

 Les grosses masses budgétaires restent identiques. Dépollution de l'eau et déchets, qui           

 absorbaient deux tiers des dépenses totales au début des années 1990, en représentent désormais   

 les trois quarts (73,9% en 2002).                                                                 

 Protection de l'air et du climat (5,6% en 2002), lutte contre le bruit (3%) et protection de la   

 nature (3,2%) font plus que jamais figure de parent pauvre.                                       

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040902173637.7bpdwhqr.html
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 06 September 2004

_____________________________________________________

General Environment News

PM defiant on Canberra’s Kyoto stance – Australia would find ‘alternative outcome’
Bangkok Post, 06 September 2004 – Sydney – Australia Prime Minister John Howard defended his country’s controversial refusal to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gases yesterday as he launched the 19th World Energy Congress in Sydney.

Mr. Howard acknowledged Australia’s stance on Kyoto was “at variance with the attitudes of many countries around the world”. It is the only major industrialized nation aside from the US not to ratify the treaty.

But he told delegates gathered for the triennial congress that Australia remained committed to reducing greenhouse gases without ratifying the agreement.

*********************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –6 September 2004
General Environment News

Beijing undergoing sea changes for Olympics
Xinhuanet 2004-09-03
Beijing is in the midst of a dizzying architectural transformation aimed at creating a modern, high-tech metropolis by 2008 when the Chinese capital will have its moment in the Olympic spotlight. …Architecture that is both massive in scale and bold in conception will form the physical surroundings of the 2008 Olympics, designed to wow thousands visiting China for the first time and billions watching on television. Eighteen sports facilities are being built to reinforce existing stadia for the sporting showcase. "We will create masterpieces of sports facilities that reflect the integration of construction technologies, architectural art and environmental protection," Beijing's Olympic action plan promises. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/03/content_1941085.htm
Japan sets long-term targets for cutting greenhouse gases

Xinhuanet 2004-09-03

Japan's Environment Ministry will set three stages of numerical targets to achieve major reductions in greenhouse gas emissions as part of Japan's efforts to mitigate the impact of global climate changes, the ministry said Friday in a preliminary report. It will set targets for emissions for the short term through 2020, the mid term between 2030 and 2050 and the long term after 2100 in the first such move by the government, the report said. In addition to the domestic goals, the government is also considering setting targets for global atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses and putting these forward at international conferences on climate change. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/03/content_1942749.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan voices horror at large death toll in Russian school hostage drama 

*
Sudanese Government and Darfur rebel groups discuss security at peace talks

*
Sudan: Annan calls for expanded international presence to stop Darfur attacks

*
Security Council says UN probe points to foreign rebels for Burundi massacre

*
Lebanon: Security Council vote backs free elections, urges foreign troop pullout

*
UN agency sends team to probe uranium enrichment in Republic of Korea

*
UN envoy to hold fresh round of talks with all parties in Western Sahara dispute

*
Annan welcomes release of Anwar Ibrahim from Malaysian jail

*
UN seeks funding to tackle neglected crisis of 1.6 million displaced in Uganda

*
Burundi: UN appeals for urgent funding as refugees pour back home 

*
UN effort to broker peace and development in Central Africa moves forward

*
UN treaty on rights of persons with disabilities tipped to transform public opinion

*
Bird flu: UN health agency to probe possible role of cats in the infection of humans 

*
British lawyers formally appointed to defend Miloševic at UN war crimes tribunal

*
UN praises China’s efforts to cut vitamin deficiencies, but more needs to be done

*
Nepal: UN refugee agency clears three staff members accused of gross negligence

*
Lebanon’s Prime Minister receives UN award for post-conflict reconstruction

* * * *

Russian Federation

3 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed his horror at the large number of children and others killed or injured in the school hostage crisis in southern Russia.

“The Secretary-General has been following closely the tragic developments regarding the situation of the hostages in Beslan, Russian Federation,” a statement issued by his spokesman in New York said. “He was horrified to learn that a large number of children and others have lost their lives or were injured during the last few hours.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his condemnation of all terrorist acts,” the statement concluded.

Ever since the crisis began Mr. Annan and other top UN officials voiced their strong condemnation and called for the immediate release of the hostages, who included scores of children. On Wednesday he demanded an end to “this criminal act directed against the most vulnerable members of society” and the Security Council called it a “heinous terrorist act.”

UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy said schools must never be degraded to places of violence, adding: “If we don’t respect the sanctity of childhood, then we have nothing.” UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour added her voice to calls for the release of the victims. UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said he was “appalled that a school and its pupils are being used for political ends.”

* * *

Sudan

3 September – The Sudanese Government and Darfur’s two rebel groups have begun discussing security issues, the second of four key items on the agenda of the current round of peace talks being held in Abuja, Nigeria in a bid to end the conflict that has led to a massive humanitarian crisis.

The negotiations on security issues remain at the preliminary stage, UN spokesperson Marie Okabe told reporters at UN Headquarters today, with mediators from the African Union (AU) inviting the parties to submit written proposals on the substantive issues.

Yesterday Khartoum and the two rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), reached agreement on a draft protocol to alleviate the dire humanitarian situation.

But Ms. Okabe said the protocol has not yet been signed because SLA and JEM have insisted they want to discuss security issues first. After that, the talks are expected to move on to political issues, and then social and economic matters.

More than 1.2 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 live as refugees in neighbouring Chad because of fighting between the rebel groups and Sudanese Government forces as well as brutal attacks by Khartoum-allied militias against civilians.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that a staff team in West Darfur has confirmed that more than 500 families from three villages remain afraid to venture far from their homes because of continuing militia attacks.

UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told reporters in Geneva, where the agency is based, that the notorious Janjaweed militias continue to prey on the residents of Saleah, Kondebe and Sirba when they leave their villages.

The residents, who include people who have returned to their home villages after fleeing to Chad, say there are still murders, rapes and assaults, as well as theft of livestock.

* * *
Sudan

3 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan says the international presence in Sudan’s war-torn Darfur region must be expanded as soon as possible because attacks against civilians are continuing and “the vast majority of militias” have not been disarmed.

In a report to the Security Council, which met yesterday to discuss what progress the Sudanese Government has made in meeting its pledges to restore security and end the violence plaguing Darfur, Mr. Annan says that while a number of steps have been taken, “some of the core commitments” have not been achieved.

The report, based partly on the findings of Mr. Annan’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk – who just toured the region – concludes that a “scorched-earth policy” by armed militias has caused most of the violence since the conflict began there early last year.

More than 1.2 million people are displaced from their homes in Darfur and another 200,000 have to live as refugees in neighbouring Chad because their homes were damaged or destroyed or their fear for their lives if they return.

In July, as the Secretary-General wrapped up a trip to Darfur and Khartoum, the UN and the Sudanese Government signed a joint communiqué which committed the authorities to disarming the militias, known largely as the Janjaweed, and preventing them from conducting further attacks.

On 30 July the Council gave Khartoum 30 days to show progress on the commitments, warning that otherwise it may take action under Article 41 of the UN Charter. This includes unspecified economic penalties and the severing of diplomatic relations.

Mr. Annan finds, however, that the UN is still receiving reports of the destruction of villages and of people being raped or killed when they venture far from the displaced camps in search of food or firewood.

“The displaced have been terrorized and traumatized, and have lost confidence in the authorities,” he says, adding it will be a long time before there is reconciliation between the people of Darfur and the Sudanese Government.

He says “no concrete steps” have been taken to identify the militia leaders or bring them to justice, ensuring there is a culture of impunity around human rights violations.

In a letter to the Council, Sudanese Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail disputed the report’s findings, saying Khartoum had made “relentless efforts” to meet its obligations to the UN.

He said Sudanese authorities have convicted 12 Janjaweed militia members and sentenced three to the death penalty; donated large amounts of food relief; dramatically stepped up access to hospitals and health centres across Darfur; and taken part in ongoing peace talks in Nigeria with Darfur’s two rebel groups.

Mr. Annan’s report says the existing presence of African Union (AU) monitors must be substantially increased to rein in the violence and help protect Darfur’s vast population of internally displaced persons (IDPs).

The UN has already prepared a blueprint to expand the AU contingent, and Mr. Annan says that contingent should take a more pro-active role in monitoring the situation and patrolling the region.

Speaking outside the Council yesterday, Sudanese Ambassador Elfatih Mohamed Ahmed Erwa said his Government had no qualms about an increased AU force in Darfur, but it wanted its mandate to remain the same.

Ambassador John Danforth of the United States, also speaking outside the Council meeting, said Mr. Annan’s report was wrong to suggest that there was no evidence of attacks by government airplanes since the communiqué was signed.

Mr. Danforth said the AU Ceasefire Commission reported that two government helicopters attacked two Darfur villages on 26 August – an attack confirmed by aid workers operating in the areas.

* * *

Security Council

3 September – Preliminary findings from a United Nations probe into the gruesome massacre of 160 Congolese Tutsi at a refugee camp in Burundi on 13 August show that fighters from Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) were responsible and not the Burundian rebels who claimed responsibility at the time, the President of the Security Council said today.

“All the indications continue to be in that direction,” Ambassador Juan Antonio Yáñez-Barnuevo of Spain told reporters following a closed-door meeting that included an oral briefing on the UN investigation of the deadly attack.

Ambassador Yáñez-Barnuevo said it was “very concerning” to learn that several groups from the Great Lakes region seem to have been involved.

Eyewitnesses blamed elements of the Congolese Mayi-Mayi and FDLR (Rwandan ex-Armed Forces/Interahamwe) for the massacre at Gatumba refugee camp near Burundi’s border with the DRC.

Burundi’s rebel National Liberation Front (FNL) had claimed immediate responsibility for the killings, in which 160 minority Congolese Tutsi, or Banyamulenge, refugees were murdered. Many of the corpses were mutilated, headless or burned beyond recognition, while mothers were clearly killed while trying to shield their children.

While Mr. Yáñez-Barnuevo stressed that the Council only had the initial findings, he said its members were still deeply concerned that elements from several nations appeared to have been involved in the Gatumba massacre.

In a separate statement on behalf of the Council, Mr. Yáñez-Barnuevo called for the immediate release of a Moroccan peacekeeper who has been abducted while serving with the UN Organization Mission in the DRC, known by its French acronym of MONUC.

He appealed to all concerned to do their utmost to ensure the peacekeeper’s safety.

Mr. Yáñez-Barnuevo said the Council also received a report on an inquiry by MONUC into the many violent events plaguing eastern DRC’s Ituri province in 2002 and 2003.

While condemning the numerous violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in Ituri, the report noted that the situation has started to improve over the past year with the help of MONUC’s Ituri Brigade and an operation conducted by European Union members, he said.

* * *

Lebanon

2 September – With an eye to Lebanon’s upcoming elections, the United Nations Security Council this evening passed a resolution – by the razor-thin margin of nine in favour with six abstentions – declaring support for polling free of outside influence and calling for the withdrawal of foreign forces, the disbanding of all militias and the extension of Government control over the entire country.

The measure, which was introduced by France and the United States and garnered the minimum support required for passage, drew opposition from Lebanon’s Foreign Minister. Addressing the Council, Mohamad Issa disputed the basis of the text, saying Israel’s occupation had prompted a national resistance which was used where and when needed. Lebanon, he asserted, had control over its territory save for parts occupied by Israel. The resolution, he charged, distorted the friendly relations between Lebanon and Syria and represented an unprecedented interference in the internal affairs of a Member State.

Two veto-wielding permanent members of the Security Council – China and Russia – joined four rotating members – Algeria, Brazil, Pakistan and the Philippines – in abstaining during their voting. In explaining their decision, several representatives of these countries said the resolution touched on the internal affairs of a State in contravention to the UN Charter.

In its text, the Council declared “support for a free and fair electoral process in Lebanon’s upcoming presidential election conducted according to Lebanese constitutional rules devised without foreign interference or influence.”

It also called on all parties concerned to work for “the restoration of the territorial integrity, full sovereignty, and political independence of Lebanon.”

Hailing the text’s adoption, French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière said the resolution, far from constituting interference in Lebanon’s affairs, was aimed at preventing it. If the Council did not act, it would be sanctioning interference in the internal affairs of another State, he said.

US Ambassador John Danforth said the continued presence of armed Hizbollah militia elements, as well as the presence of the Syrian military and Iranian forces in Lebanon, hindered the Government’s ability to extend its authority over the entire territory. “It is wrong for Syria to continue to maintain its forces in Lebanon,” he said, “and it would be very wrong of Syria to continue to interfere in the presidential electoral process in Lebanon.” 

* * *

IAEA

3 September – The United Nations atomic watchdog agency has sent an inspection team to the Republic of Korea (ROK) to investigate the production of a tiny amount of enriched uranium that the Government in Seoul claims was carried out without its knowledge.

If produced in sufficient quantities enriched uranium can be used to make nuclear weapons.

The team, headed by the Director of the Safeguards Operations Division responsible for the ROK, will report to International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei on its return to agency headquarters in Vienna early next week. Mr. ElBaradei in turn will inform the IAEA Board of Governors of the initial findings at its next meeting beginning on 13 September. 

ROK is a signatory of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) which seeks to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. The Seoul Government informed the IAEA last month of the production four years ago of just milligram quantities of enriched uranium during vapour laser isotope separation experiments.

“According to the Republic of Korea, these activities were carried out without the Government’s knowledge at a nuclear site in Korea in 2000, and that the activities had been terminated,” the Agency said.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), ROK’s northern neighbour, withdrew from the NPT nearly two years ago and the IAEA has been unable to draw any conclusions about Pyongyang’s nuclear activities since then. Mr. ElBaradei has called DPRK’s withdrawal a dangerous precedent threatening the credibility of the non-proliferation regime.

* * *

Western Sahara

3 September – Over the next 10 days the senior United Nations envoy for Western Sahara will conduct his first round of formal talks with Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO about the disputed territory since his duties expanded three months ago.

Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Western Sahara, will hold consultations with Morocco’s King Mohammed VI and senior Government officials during a two-day visit to Rabat starting on Monday.

Mr. de Soto will then meet the leadership of the Frente POLISARIO (Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro) on 12 September.

UN spokesperson Marie Okabe told reporters today that Mr. de Soto is also in contact with the neighbouring countries of Algeria and Mauritania about when he can hold talks with their government officials.

In June Mr. de Soto’s responsibilities grew after the resignation of James A. Baker III, the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara.

The UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara, known by its French acronym MINURSO, has been in place since April 1991, when it was installed after years of fighting between Morocco and Frente POLISARIO following Spain’s withdrawal from the territory in 1976.

MINURSO’s mandate is due to expire at the end of October, and Secretary-General Kofi Annan is scheduled to report to the Security Council on the mission’s progress that month.

* * *

Malaysia

3 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hailed the decision of a Malaysian court to overturn the sodomy conviction of the country’s former Deputy Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and release him from jail.

Mr. Annan “warmly welcomes” the Malaysian Federal Court’s move this week, his spokesman said in a statement, voicing hope Mr. Anwar’s health will soon recover “by receiving long-awaited medical treatment.”

Mr. Anwar is suffering from spinal problems and needs surgery, according to media reports.

The then Deputy Prime Minister – who was known to Mr. Annan because the two had official contact – was sacked in September 1998, subsequently convicted on separate corruption and sodomy charges, and jailed in 1999. Mr. Anwar is also trying to appeal his conviction on corruption charges.

* * *

Uganda

3 September – A senior United Nations humanitarian official warned today that without adequate funding the world body would not be able to meet the crisis festering in northern Uganda, where 1.6 million people have been displaced by the conflict with the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA).

Expressing concern over “this neglected long term humanitarian crisis,” the Director of the UN’s Internal Displacement Division, Dennis McNamara, told reporters in Nairobi, Kenya, on his return from the area that the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) there surpassed that in Darfur, western Sudan, which has received far more world attention.

“The United Nations needs to strengthen its role, its presence and its capacity but unless we are properly funded, we won’t be there to do what we should do,” Mr. McNamara said, adding that IDP camps in northern Uganda are “as desperate looking as in Darfur,” where there are more than 1.2 million IDPs.

Roads and bridges are collapsing under food convoys, and the situation for women and children is particularly alarming, he said.

He indicated that the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) had already expanded its presence and that the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights was dispatching a senior representative.

Mr. McNamara also noted that there were few non-governmental organization (NGO) partners in northern Uganda and that they were needed to work alongside the UN.

Despite some political progress, he also underlined that there was “no effective civilian management” of IDP camps and that only the military exerted control over the region.

“There is no functioning of the rule of law,” he declared.

Only last week UNICEF said the continued kidnapping of youngsters by the LRA as soldiers and sex slaves remained a “cause for great distress.” Up to 12,000 children are estimated to have been abducted by the group since June 2002 alone, and in April the plight of these child soldiers was included on the list of “Ten Stories the World Should Know More About” compiled by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI).

* * *

Burundi

3 September – Nearly 80,000 Burundians who fled to surrounding countries during a decade of war have returned to the small Central African nation so far this year, with over 10,000 coming home in the last month alone, the United Nations refugee agency (UNHCR) reported today, appealing for urgent international funding to keep the programme running. 

August was the second month running that the number of returnees broke the 10,000 barrier, but UNHCR warned that its appeal for $21 million for 2004 and a further $62.23 million for 2005 is severely under-funded, with repatriation expected to total 300,000 people for the two years.

“Unless we receive funds for this appeal in the coming weeks, we may have to stop our voluntary repatriation programme to Burundi by the end of the month,” UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in Geneva. “We expect the demand to remain strong,” she stressed.

The great majority returned in convoys from camps over the border, mainly from Tanzania, but others have come from Uganda, Kenya, the Central African Republic, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), and further afield. Just last week, a family of four was repatriated from Beijing.

In Tanzania, some 260,000 refugees are in camps, with another 470,000 dispersed throughout the country. UNHCR’s overall planning figure for repatriation is 400,000, with 150,000 returning in 2004, and a similar number in 2005.

* * *

Great Lakes

3 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s initiative to bring lasting peace, stability and development to the countries of central Africa, several of which have been torn by decades of war, takes a major step forward next week with the first preparatory committee meeting for a regional summit to be held later this year.

Some 150 participants from the seven core countries of the International Conference for the Great Lakes region – Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia – neighbouring States and regional organization will gather in Bujumbura, the Burundian capital, for the week-long meeting, the first of three before the summit.

The International Conference for peace, security, democracy and development in the Great Lakes region was first proposed by Mr. Annan and is being co-sponsored by the UN and the African Union.

The preparatory meetings – the others will be held in Kinshasa, DRC, and Kampala, Uganda – seek to streamline national positions on the summit’s four themes: peace and security; democracy and good governance; economic development and regional integration; and humanitarian and social issues.

The summit itself will be held in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania in November in an effort to find a lasting solution to the endemic problems facing a region where several countries are still roiled by violence and tension. Only last month, 160 Congolese ethnic Tutsi refugees were massacred in Burundi, and in July nearly 20,000 people were reported to be in a critical humanitarian state in eastern DRC after fleeing renewed fighting between central government forces and dissident troops around Lake Kivu.

* * *

Disabled

3 September – A treaty protecting and promoting the rights of the estimated global population of 600 million people with disabilities has the potential to transform public understanding about the issue, the Chairman of a United Nations committee drafting the convention said today.

Briefing reporters in New York following a two-week negotiating session involving more than 100 countries, Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador said the proposed pact – which could be ready for countries to sign as early as September 2005 – will highlight the daily obstacles that disabled people must face and their ability to overcome them.

“I think it is time that we seize the opportunity of having a revolutionary change in society’s view on how people have disabilities,” he said.

Mr. Gallegos said negotiations over the last fortnight focused on several fronts, including the right to life, the promotion of positive attitudes and the need for equality and non-discrimination.

Voicing optimism about the progress of the negotiations, he said he was particularly pleased that recent talks have been able to integrate the concerns of disabled rights’ advocates as well as the concerns of governments.

Two or three more negotiating sessions are planned for next year to try to iron out remaining differences so that a text can be prepared ready for signature by next September.

It is estimated that one in 10 of the world’s population, or about 600 million people, have some form of mental or physical disability. Up to three quarters live in the developing world.

In a response to a journalist’s question, Mr. Gallegos said the United States had already made clear that it would not ratify or sign the convention, but that it would also help with the current process of drafting and negotiations.

The treaty protecting persons with disabilities was one of the “Ten Stories the World Should Know More About” compiled by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI).

* * *

Bird flu

3 September – The United Nations health agency is investigating reports that bird flu, which experts say could mutate into a potentially deadly human pandemic under certain conditions, has now jumped the species barrier to infect cats. 

This is an extraordinary finding because it was thought cats could not be infected with highly pathogenic avian influenza (H5N1), the strain that has already killed some two dozen people in Asia this year and resulted in the deaths or culling of more than 100 million birds, World Health Organization (WHO) official Dick Thompson told a news briefing in Geneva today.

According to a report in Science magazine, the cats further went on to infect other cats. WHO will now study cats to see if they played any role in the human disease. There is no indication as of now that they did, but it is something that WHO will have to take a deeper look at, Mr. Thompson said.

Only last week WHO called for additional studies on bird flu and other influenza viruses in pigs. Pigs can be infected with both avian and human influenza. The agency has warned that the co-circulation of bird, human, and pig viruses could lead to a genetic exchange of material that could set off a human pandemic.

* * *

ICTY

3 September – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today formally appointed British lawyers Steven Kay and Gillian Higgins as counsel for former Yugoslav President Slobodan Miloševic, who is facing trial for genocide and other war crimes.

John Hocking, Deputy Registrar of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), assigned Mr. Kay as lead counsel and Ms. Higgins as co-counsel, a day after an order to that effect was issued by the judges conducting the trial of Mr. Miloševic.

The ICTY decided to impose the counsel yesterday to ease the workload of the defendant, who is suffering from heart problems, and reduce the chance of further delays in the already long-running trial. Mr. Miloševic had been representing himself since the trial started in February 2002 and at least 66 court days have been lost so far.

The ICTY ruled today that Mr. Kay and Ms. Higgins have a duty to present Mr. Miloševic’s case, prepare and examine any witnesses they consider appropriate, make submissions, request subpoenas and discuss the case with the defendant.

The judges further ruled that Mr. Miloševic may still, on occasion with permission, examine witnesses himself. He may also apply to appoint his own counsel.

Mr. Miloševic is facing charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and other war crimes for his role in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Kosovo during the 1990s. His trial is due to resume on Tuesday.

* * *

China

3 September – With 250 million Chinese still suffering the devastating effects of deficiency in vitamins and minerals, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today praised the Government’s remedial efforts and said urgently needed further action could produce multi-billion dollar benefits in the world’s most populous nation.

Speaking at the launch in Beijing of the “Vitamin and Mineral Deficiency: A Damage Assessment Report for China”, UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy lauded the Government’s “extraordinary efforts” to reach over 90 per cent of China’s 1.3 billion people with iodized salt, protecting a total of 133 million infants from brain damage due to iodine deficiency over the last 10 years.

In 2002 alone, 14 million newborns benefited from this extra iodine in their mothers’ diets, raising their IQ by 10 to 15 points. If this achievement is sustained, China’s economy is expected to swell by $25 billion over the next 10 years thanks to a more productive workforce.

“This is just one example of the substantial return countries can expect for what amounts to a tiny per capita investment in children’s physical and intellectual well being,” Ms. Bellamy said. 

UNICEF and the Chinese Ministry of Health noted that the cost of reducing vitamin and mineral deficiencies was only a couple of cents per person per year, while the potential economic benefits could be as high as $86 billion over the next 10 years. 

Ms. Bellamy and China’s Vice Health Minister of Health Wang Longde stressed that the Government’s success with iodine should be just the start of the campaign to increase children’s access to the lifesaving vitamins and minerals to offset such forms of hidden hunger as iron deficiency anaemia and vitamin A deficiency.

The report, drafted by UNICEF and the Micronutrient Initiative, an Ottawa-based non-profit organization, shows that the cupboard is still bare for many Chinese children who are struggling without the essential micronutrients they need to survive and thrive.

Iron deficiency may be impairing cognitive development in over 20 per cent of Chinese children between six and 24 months. About 12 per cent of children are deficient in Vitamin A, which Mr. Wang said led to impaired immunity in children with the increased likelihood of infectious diseases, including pneumonia and diarrhoea.

“Of the 10 million children dying every year, mostly from preventable causes, lack of these essential nutrients shares the blame in more than half,” Ms. Bellamy said of the problem worldwide. “Reducing this toll is a moral imperative.  It is also a practical and affordable possibility, guaranteed to save millions of lives.”

* * *

Nepal

3 September – The United Nations refugee agency has cleared three staff members in charge of its Nepal programme of allegations of gross negligence in connection with the alleged sexual abuse of young women and children in refugee camps in the Himalayan kingdom.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) noted that the allegations against the three arose in a preliminary investigation of alleged sexual abuse, part of a multi-step process which also included a further rebuttal by the staff concerned, a legal analysis and a final review.

“The final review, which took into account the initial investigation as well as the arguments cited in the rebuttal and the legal analysis, revealed that there had been no wrongdoing on the part of the staff members, that no instructions had been wilfully disregarded, and that therefore the conduct of the staff members did not justify disciplinary action,” UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in Geneva.

* * *

Lebanon

3 September – Rafic Hariri, President of the Council of Ministers of Lebanon, today received the Special Citation of the UN-HABITAT 2004 Scroll of Honour Award for his “outstanding and visionary leadership” in the country’s reconstruction.

“At a time when millions of people and their communities are suffering from natural and man-made disasters, the rebuilding and rehabilitation of Lebanon provides a positive vision of how human, financial, technical resources and expertise can be harnessed to create peace and to revive economic development,” said HABITAT (UN Human Settlements Programme) Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka.

The award will officially be presented Prime Minister Hariri at the opening ceremony of the Second World Urban Forum on 13 September in Barcelona. 

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
We have as a guest today, Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Convention to promote the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities.  He will brief you on the outcome of the Committee’s fourth session, which ends today, and at which much progress has been made.  Don MacKay, Ambassador of New Zealand and the Committee Coordinator, may also be joining us for the briefing, if he is finished in time.

**Statement on Russian Hostage Situation
I have a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

“The Secretary-General has been following closely the tragic developments regarding the situation of the hostages in Beslan, Russian Federation.  He was horrified to learn that a large number of children and others have lost their lives or were injured during the last few hours.  The Secretary-General reiterates his condemnation of all terrorist acts.”

**UNICEF Statement
We also have a statement from Carol Bellamy, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director.

“The Beslan siege represents a new and discouraging low –- children used as hostages and denied food and water for three terrifying days, she says.  It is unacceptable, incomprehensible, senseless.  And the tragedy is that this episode is just the latest in a rising tide of violence aimed at children.  It is time to take stock, to take a long hard look at our world and how it is treating children.”

We have the complete statement of Carol Bellamy upstairs in the Spokesman’s Office.

**Sudan
Turning to Sudan:  The Sudanese parties to the Abuja political talks have started discussions on security issues -– that’s the second main item on the agenda of the current round of those talks.

Discussions are still at the preliminary stage.  The African Union mediation is trying to assist the parties to focus the discussions on substantive issues.  It invited the parties to submit written proposals.

As for the humanitarian protocol, on which the parties agreed yesterday, its signature is still pending.  The two rebel groups insisted that they will sign the protocol only after discussions on security conclude.

**Sudan-Humanitarian
On the humanitarian side, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees reports that displaced persons and returnees from Chad in three villages in Darfur have told UNHCR workers they are afraid to go more than a few kilometres outside of the settlements because of continuing insecurity.  While they indicated that there has been a slight improvement, they reported ongoing incidents such as livestock theft, physical assault, rape, killings and attacks on villages by the Janjaweed militia.

Some of the community leaders reported that, because of the continued incidents, even those who have recently returned from Chad are considering fleeing again across the border.  You can read more about this in the briefing notes from UNHCR today.

**Security Council
Here, at the Security Council, the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hedi Annabi, briefed the Security Council in closed consultations on Ituri, in the north-eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  As you’ll recall, a report recording human rights abuses which occurred in Ituri from January 2002 to December 2003, was released last month.

The Council also has Burundi on its agenda.  Hedi Annabi is briefing Council members on the preliminary findings of a human rights investigation into last month’s attack in Gatumba, Burundi.

**Security Council-Lebanon
And then yesterday evening, the Security Council adopted resolution 1559, which underlines the importance of free and fair elections according to Lebanese constitutional rules.  The text, which was adopted with 9 votes in favour and 6 abstentions, also calls for all remaining foreign troops to leave Lebanon.

**International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has dispatched a team of inspectors to the Republic of Korea to investigate all relevant aspects of its declaration to the IAEA that it had enriched nuclear material.

On August 23, the Republic of Korea informed the IAEA that it had enriched nuclear material in experiments that had not been declared to the Agency.  The Republic of Korea informed the IAEA that these experiments had been on a laboratory scale and involved the production of only milligram quantities of enriched uranium.  It added that these activities were carried out without the Government’s knowledge at a nuclear site in Korea in 2000, and that the activities had been terminated.

The IAEA inspectors will report to Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei upon their return to Vienna early next week.  The Director-General will inform the Board of Governors of the IAEA’s initial findings at the next meeting of the Board, which begins on 13 September.

We have a press release with more information on that.

**Western Sahara
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Western Sahara, Alvaro de Soto, will be received by H.M. King Mohammed VI and senior Moroccan officials on 6-7 September 2004.  He will be received by the leadership of the Frente POLISARIO on 12 September 2004.  He is in contact with the Governments of Algeria and Mauritania regarding visits to Algiers and Nouakchott soon thereafter.

This will be Mr. de Soto’s first round of consultations with the parties and neighbouring countries since the enlargement of his responsibilities following the resignation of James Baker III, last June, as the Secretary-General’s personal envoy.

The Secretary-General is due to report to the Council in October 2004.  The mandate of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara, known as MINURSO, expires at the end of that month.

**Statement on Malaysia
I was just given a statement on Malaysia.

“The Secretary-General warmly welcomes the decision of the Malaysian Federal Court to release Mr. Anwar Ibrahim, former Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia, from jail.  He hopes that Mr. Anwar will recover his health soon by receiving long-awaited medical treatment.”

**Northern Uganda
Turning back to issues in Africa:  On northern Uganda, speaking to reporters upon his return from northern Uganda, where he visited camps housing internally displaced persons, the Director of the United Nations Internal Displacement Division, Dennis McNamara, expressed concern over “this neglected long term humanitarian crisis”.

With 1.6 million displaced people spread over dozens of locations, McNamara noted in a press encounter in Nairobi that this represented a number larger than Darfur and that the camps in northern Uganda are “as desperate looking as in Darfur”.

Roads and bridges are collapsing under food convoys, and the situation for women and children is particularly alarming, he said.

According to McNamara, “the United Nations needs to strengthen its role, its presence and its capacity but unless we are properly funded, we won’t be there to do what we should do”.

Despite some political progress, he also underlined that there was “no effective civilian management” of these camps in northern Uganda and that only the military exerted control over the region.  “There is no functioning of the rule of law”, he told reporters in Nairobi.

**WHO-Bird Flu
The World Health Organization (WHO) is investigating reports that avian influenza, or bird flu, has now jumped the species barrier to infect cats.  WHO will specifically be looking to see if infected cats play any role in the human disease.

The comments were made at a press briefing in Geneva today, and follow a report published today in Science magazine which claimed that cats could be infected.  This is an extraordinary finding because it was thought cats couldn’t be infected with bird flu.  The report follows the recent confirmation that bird flu had infected pigs in China.  The disease killed 23 people in Asia this year, and led to the death or culling of millions of birds.

**OCHA-Swaziland
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that a UNICEF study has found that up to 60 per cent of infants in Swaziland are likely to incur brain damage due to vitamin deficiencies.  Specifically, deficiencies in vitamin A can lead to problems such as stunted growth and greater susceptibility to infection.  We have a press release with more on that.

**UNICEF-China Vitamins
And also on the subject of vitamins:  UNICEF says China has made extraordinary progress in reducing the damage caused by vitamin and mineral deficiency, but needs to do more to help the 250 million people still suffering from the effects of vitamin deficiencies.  There’s a release of a report on that topic.

**Millennium Report
The Secretary-General’s annual report on implementation of the Millennium Declaration will be released this coming Tuesday morning.  The Department of Public Information will issue two press releases on the report, highlighting the swelling demand for United Nations peacekeeping missions, as well as progress on the Millennium Development Goals.

The Secretary-General’s report, the press releases and DPI background materials will be under embargo until 12 noonNew York time on Tuesday.  The materials will be available, as I said, on Tuesday morning.

**Week Ahead
We have for you upstairs the Week Ahead at the United Nations to help your planning for next week.

And as you know, Monday is a US holiday, and the UN Headquarters in New York will be closed.

And that’s all I have for you.  If there are no questions, I hope everybody has a great three-day weekend.

* *** *
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