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UNEP recommends study of depleted uranium in Iraq

April 6

      The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said on Sunday that a scientific assessment of sites

      targeted with weapons containing depleted uranium (DU) should be conducted in Iraq.

      The DU is an issue of great concern for the general public, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a  press release issued in Nairobi, where the UNEP is headquartered.

      "An early study in Iraq could either lay these fears to rest or confirm that there are indeed potential risks,

      which could then be addressed through immediate action," Toepfer said. 

      According to him, the UNEP stands ready to conduct the DU assessments in Iraq in cooperation with the

      World Health Organization, the International Atomic Energy Agency and other partners.

      "Given the overall environmental concerns during the conflict, and the fact that the environment of Iraq was  already a cause for serious concern prior to the current war," Toepfer noted, "the UNEP believes early field  studies should be carried out."

      UNEP's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit has published assessments of DU impacts in Kosovo (2001), Serbia  and Montenegro (2002) and Bosnia and Herzegovina (2003).

      The three studies concluded that, while radiation can be detected at DU sites, the levels are so low that

      they do not pose a threat to human health and the environment.

      However, the studies identified a number of remaining scientific uncertainties that should be further

      explored.

      These include the extent to which the DU on the ground can filter through the soil and eventually

      contaminate groundwater, and the possibility that the DU dust could later be re-suspended in the air by

      wind or human activity, with the risk that it could be breathed in.

      By the end of April, the UNEP will publish a "desk study" on the Iraq environment including groundwater,

      surface water, drinking water sources, waste-management and other potential sources of toxic chemicals,

      as well as biodiversity.

      The UNEP has recently published post-conflict assessments on Afghanistan and the Occupied Palestinian

      Territories.

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

April 7, 2003 

Wipe out warning on great apes 

West Africa's gorillas and chimpanzees could soon be on the brink of extinction because of hunters and an

      epidemic of Ebola virus. 

      A team of researchers, who surveyed the jungles of Gabon, warn today, in a study soon to appear in

      Nature, that the number of wild apes in Africa's last great forests has halved. 

      Most gorillas and chimpanzees live either in Gabon or the Republic of Congo. Both species could decline by

      80% in the next 30 years - in just one or two generations. "The stark truth is that if we do not act

      decisively our children may live in a world without wild apes," warn the researchers. The judgment of the

      researchers, who come from Gabon, Britain, France, Spain and the US, is based on their systematic surveys

      of dense jungle between 1998 and 2002. They trekked 3,000 miles, counting great apes' nests. They then

      compared the findings with surveys made between 1981 and 1983. 

      Last year the UN environment programme launched an international drive to save the great apes. This

      latest study confirms the need for action. 

      "Those who work in the field have had an idea of what has been happening for a while now - with both

      hunting and Ebola - but it has been under the public radar," said Peter Walsh, of Princeton University, New

      Jersey, who led the study. "Ours is a conservative estimate . . . if you ask anybody, even in the

      international conservation community, they'll tell you there are lots of apes. The fact is there are not. They

      have really been hammered, and it's accelerating." 

      Many people in the region eat bushmeat, the bodies of apes and other wild creatures, and logging companies

      have created roads useable by hunting parties. Once a subsistence activity, hunting is now a commercial

      enterprise, and bushmeat fetches a higher price than frozen beef in the villages and in Libreville, the capital

      of Gabon, the scientists report. 

      "In the few areas where it has been seriously addressed strong law enforcement has cut down on poaching.

      It takes political will and money, both of which have been lacking in the past," Dr Walsh said. 

      There have been four outbreaks of Ebola fever among humans in the region since 1994. The virus spreads

      from ape to human, and ape carcasses have been found near the sites of three of the epidemics. The illness

      is on the move in apes. More than 140 gorillas were individually identified in one study population; after an

      exhaustive search only seven were found alive. 

      The World Conservation Union lists chimpanzees and gorillas as endangered, but to be "critically endangered"

      a species has to face a population reduction of 80% in 10 years or over three generations. The great apes

      could fall by 80% in 30 years or a couple of generations, according to the Nature study. "The species most

      similar to humans are just disappearing before our eyes," Dr Walsh said. 

      The chimpanzee population of west Africa is in dramatic decline because of hunting and the Ebola virus

      Photograph: Stewart Kendall/Allstar
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UNWIRE

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: Meeting Follows Up On 1992 Earth Summit 

The Partnership for Principle 10, a multisector initiative working for increased public participation and justice on environmental policy decisions, opened its first formal meeting yesterday in Lisbon. The partnership provides a platform for governments, international institutions and nongovernmental organizations to develop specific steps toward achieving the transparency and accountability called for by Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration at the 1992 Earth Summit.

At the meeting, Mexico announced it had signed an agreement with public interest groups to work toward implementation of the new Federal Law of Transparency and Access to Governmental Public Information. The United Kingdom pledged to provide $300,000 over the next two years for international projects that promote information access.

Representatives from the World Bank, the U.N. Development Program and the U.N. Environment Program are in attendance at the meeting, which concludes tomorrow (World Resources Institute release, April 4).

_________________________________________________________________________________________

IRIN News

More people are relying on less productive land
JOHANNESBURG, - Productive land in Botswana is shrinking daily, but a new project aims to arrest the degradation of rangelands and address the deep poverty facing communities that depend on them.



Botswana is one of three African countries that will benefit from a US $13.4 million five-year programme aimed at helping rural communities restore local plant life, improve depleted soil and create new job opportunities. Kenya and Mali are the other two countries to benefit

.

The governments of the countries, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) are providing funding for the project. 



"The respective governments and the UNDP [UN Development Programme] country offices administer their respective national components, while UNEP is responsible for the regional component. The Botswana component is funded with US $2.3 million from GEF and US $1.1 million in kind from the Botswana government," Marx Garekwe, of UNDP in Botswana told IRIN.



It is estimated that about 17 percent of Botswana is desert.



"Climate in Botswana, particularly rainfall, has become so unpredictable in recent years... Sudden dust storms appear from nowhere removing fertile topsoil, uprooting trees, disturbing people and animals, damaging crops etc. The population is growing rapidly. More and more people are trying to make a living out of less and less land," Garekwe said.



"Large numbers of livestock, crops and people need to use the same land which was previously needed to support only a few. Poverty is increasing. This increases the number of live trees being destroyed. New trees are not being planted fast enough to rebuild lost woodlands. As a result, productive land is shrinking day by day," he added.



The rangelands project aims to strengthen local management of rangelands by helping communities draw up rehabilitation plans, improve livestock husbandry and marketing, and devise alternative livelihoods to reduce pressure on the fragile, dry environments.



The pilot sites are near Lephephe and Mopipi in central Botswana and Bokpits in the southwest. The project sites have had highly variable and unpredictable rainfall, pronounced dry seasons and recurrent droughts. 

"Communities depend on rangelands for basic needs such as food, firewood, medicines and building materials. Traditional forms of land management have broken down, however, and expanding settlements have led to relentless grazing on fragile lands, without rest periods traditionally provided by [lost] nomadic lifestyles," a project statement noted.



It was hoped that a model could be developed and used throughout the continent.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (Bangladesh)

Nature in Peril

by Lima Crorie

War is a reality as we watch US led invasion of Iraq on TV. War is hell. It kills and damages - and this not only applies from the humanitarian perspective but from the environmental grounds too. The environment of Iraq is already a cause for concern without the war that is raging.

From the defoliation of the forests in Vietnam, to the oil fires of Kuwait, all major wars of the 20th century, and current conflicts like Kosovo, have had a hidden casualty: the environment. Unexploded weapons, polluted rivers, contaminated soil, and damaged landscapes have all harmed human health, local economies, and ecosystems. The long-term effects of such environmental damage have not yet been fully determined. 

Environmentalists of the Green Peace International voice their concern that the impact of the Iraq war on the country’s ecology and public health could be greater than any of the previous clash in the region. The reasoning behind such opinions is that the area of impact is much larger than in the Gulf War and the population exposed this time around is much larger.

The main oil fields in Iraq, accounting for about two-thirds of Iraqi oil production, are the Rumaila oil field in the south, with about 1000 wells, and the Kirkkuk oil field in the north, with about 500 wells. If ignited, they will be hard to put out. The north terrain is not flat which means access to the sites will be difficult. Moreover, experts point out that abundant supply of water and a nearby airstrip to bring in heavy equipments is a must. With higher pressure in the oil wells of Iraq, particularly Basra compared to Kuwait, they will be difficult to extinguish. The longer these wells burn the greater the catastrophic consequence on the environment. During the Gulf war, at least 1000 people were killed from the resulting air pollution.

Already the Iraq war is dragging longer than most anticipated and the longer the conflict continues, Nature is at peril in the hands of mortals. Unconfirmed reports of Iraqi oil fields set alight in Basra only signal the impending natural disaster.

Acid rain was one of the after-effects of the Gulf war, when retreating Iraqi force set alight to more than 600 Kuwaiti oil wells which incessantly burned for nine months. The fumes acidified rain and Kuwait City experienced darkness at noon.

Will similar events unfold in this war? It remains to be witnessed in the coming months if Iraqi troops set alight to more oil wells. Analysts predict sabotage of oil fields as inevitable with Iraqis viewing this war as a means of accessing their oil reserve by the US and their allies.

The environmental implication of war is not only limited to Iraq. The shores of the Gulf, an access point for invading troops, is "one of the top five sites in the world for wader birds, and a key refueling area for thousands of migrating water birds", according to BirdLife’s Mike Evans. The UN Environmental Programme identifies 33 wetlands in Iraq as internationally significant. The study conducted by BirdLife for UNEP found these wetlands to be specifically vulnerable to pollution from weapons, sabotaged oil wells and the destruction of chemical works.

It spells doom for Mesopotamian marshes on the lower reaches of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, once Iraq’s most prized environmental asset. The drying up of these marshes has lead to the extinction of subspecies of otter and rat. Water buffalo, wild boar, foxes and water birds are now virtually non-existent in the area. What remains of these marshes and of the inhabitants’ remains to be seen, as the region lies right in the path of the troops advancing to Baghdad from the south.

The much disputed use of depleted uranium (DU), the super dense radio active metal used in the tips of armour-piercing rounds, being used by the US military poses another threat. Recent UNEP reports on Bosnia-Herzegovina reveal that DU has left "significant radiological hot spots across the country. Moreover, many doctors blame DU for the increased rate of cancers, neurological diseases, birth defects and other illnesses.

The US military forces claim many of the qualms over the environmental and humanitarian side effects of war are unfounded. The use of "smart bombs" they argue will limit the damages. However, experts point out that smart bombing can increase pollution as demonstrated in 1999 in Serbia, when NATO bombed the Zastava car factory in Kragujevac causing major toxic releases. With industrial and military sites, such as armament factories and oil refineries an early target for bombing it will inevitably lead to acute chemical pollution.

The real damages of war can never be fully conceived. Few countries have actually been able to estimate the after effect of the destruction, and worse, to rebuild ruins to their actual state. With the world’s ever shrinking natural resources, the rationality of destroying what precious amount is left is questionable. Until we realise the damage we are doing to Nature and take it into consideration, Nature will remain victim of our actions.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Poachers Shoot Down Seven Ugandan Elephants 

                      KAMPALA, Uganda, April 4, 2003 (ENS) - Seven elephants were killed by vory poachers in Queen Elizabeth National, the Uganda Wildlife Authority

                      reported today. The six adult elephants and one calf were taken in the first

                      poaching incident in three years, wildlife officials said. 

                      Uganda Wildlife Authority Executive Director Dr. Arthur Mugisha said the

                      agency "condemns this poaching incident" and is investigating to determine

                      "who the perpetrators are and where the ivory is destined." 

                      Old male elephant in Uganda's  Murchison Falls National Park (Photo courtesy Life in Africa)

                      Uganda's elephants were slowly recovering from the slaughter they suffered during the civil wars, when they were used as moving targets for artillery - fired during the 1970s by Idi Amin's soldiers and in the 1980s by rebel armies. 

                      The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) says poachers are once again

                      active because of a decision made last November by governments at the UN Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting to permit three Southern African countries – Namibia, Botswana and  South Africa – to sell 60 metric tons of their ivory stocks. The ivory was                      collected the governments from culled animals and those that died of natural causes. 

                      The CITES decision was criticized by conservationists who warned that the legal ivory trade would be used by poachers and smugglers to mask their illegal activities. 

                      “IFAW has in the past and continues to argue that any ivory trade, including  one-off stockpile sales, creates a market for the laundering of illegally obtained ivory - and thus facilitates poaching,” said Jason Bell, IFAW regional director for Southern Africa. “An incident such as this in Uganda              epitomises the difficulties that wildlife law enforcement authorities such as UWA are confronted with in their endeavours to protect elephants and prevent trans-boundary trade." 

                      After killing the elephants March 25, Uganda Wildlife Authority spokeswoman Barbara Musoke told AP that the poachers used acid to remove their tusks. 

                      The 765 square mile Queen Elizabeth National Park, on Uganda's border with eastern Congo, is inhabited by some 1,000 elephants, more than those in all other Ugandan parks combined, Musoke said. 

                      IFAW says it has supported wildlife conservation and anti-poaching efforts   in Queen Elizabeth and Kidepo Valley national parks for over 10 years by increasing capacity for law enforcement through procurement of field equipment and vehicles, establishment of security surveillance outposts and                      maintenance of roads. 

                      In Kenya, Uganda's neighbor to the east, wildlife authorities followed a tip from a local residents Thursday and caught suspected poachers in possession of two giraffe carcasses and snares used to trap the animals. The  suspects were arrested and booked at Ngong police station. 

                                                   Giraffe browses in Kenya (Photo courtesy Kenya Wildlife Service)

                                                   The Kenya Wildlife Service says that in recent months poachers  have been targeting large herbivores such as giraffes, buffaloes, zebras, elands and gazelles, "for commercial                                                   purposes" in Kenya. 

                                                   They use a combination of crude weapons such as snares and arrows, and firearms for big game such as elephants, the service explained. The poached meat is sold both locally and transported

                                                   concealed in vehicles, and by other means to butcheries in Nairobi and other towns. Trophies  such as elephant tusks and hides are probably sold to dealers. 

                      To contain the poachers, the Kenya Wildlife Service has intensified security through foot and vehicle patrols. 

                      Now headed by former IFAW regional director for East Africa, Michael Wamithi, the service "welcomes and encourages the full participation of the local community in combating this heinous practise that threatens our national wildlife resources," Wamithi said. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Canada Newswire

April 4, 2003, Friday

Ecosystems and Human Health MontrDeal to Host the World's First Such Forum in May

      The International Forum on Ecosystem Approaches  to Human Health, to be held at UniversitDe du QuDebec Ga MontrDeal (UQAM) from May   18 to 23, 2003, is the first forum of its kind in the world. Organized by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in collaboration with several 

      national and international partners, it is expected to attract more than 400  delegates. 

          "We can no longer think about people's health without thinking about the  health of ecosystems on our planet -- the one depends heavily on the other,"  says Jean Lebel, Director of the Forum Committee and Team Leader for the  Ecosystems and Human Health program at IDRC. "Through this forum, we will show  that this is not just a fad but a genuine, fundamental orientation  everywhere," he adds. "In fact, the forum's programing committee has selected  more than 150 excellent presentations from Europe, Africa, Asia, North and  South America, and the Middle East."  The forum will bring together scientists, policymakers, and  representatives of civil society from all over the world, united in their firm  belief that there is no frontier between people's well-being and the health of  their environment. "The proponents of this type of approach, which we also  call ecohealth, will draw upon their experiences, their results, and their investigations to shed light on the current debate over health and the 

      environment," says Jean Lebel.   The forum is designed to create a platform for discussing ecosystem 

      approaches to human health, evidence from the field in both North and South,   and the relevance of those approaches to improving public health and well- being. The forum will give participants the chance to share their knowledge,  and will provide institutions with the opportunity to consider useful 

      strategies for seeking solutions.   Among well-known speakers invited to the forum are Dr Gro Harlem 

      Brundtland, Director General of the World Health Organization; the Honourable  Ola Ullsten, former Prime Minister of Sweden and Co-Chair of the World  Commission on Forests and Sustainable Development; Dr Mario Henry Rodriguez, Director of the Infectious Diseases Research Centre at the National Institute  of Public Health, Mexico; Johanne GDelinas, Canada's Commissioner of the 

      Environment and Sustainable Development; the Honourable Gilbert Parent,  Canada's Ambassador for the Environment; Dr Richard MassDe, President and CEO  of the Institut national de santDe publique du QuDebec; and Steve Clarkson, Director General of the Safe Environments Programme at Health Canada.  Experts from both North and South will present the research they have been conducting in the ecohealth field, and the results of that research. For example, scientists will speak about their work to fight malaria in Africa and   Mexico, to control hantavirus and West Nile disease in the United States, to  reduce mercury pollution in the Amazon, and to manage the health risks posed  by chemical products in the St. Lawrence River. Among the speakers will be  several Canadian researchers, including Marc Lucotte, Donna Mergler, Laurent Lepage, and Louise Vandelac of UQAM; Eric Dewailly of the Institut national de santDe publique du QuDebec, and David Rapport and David Waltner-Toews of the University of Guelph. 

          During workshops, participants will address, among other issues, the successes and challenges posed by ecosystems approaches to human health, and  the influence that research in this field has had on policy development. The forum enjoys the support of several partners, including the UniversitDe du QuDebec Ga MontrDeal and its Institut des sciences de  l'environnement, the QuDebec Ministry of Health and Social Services, the    MontrDeal BiodFome, Environment Canada, Health Canada, the Canadian 

      International Development Agency, the World Health Organization, the Ford  Foundation, the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Foundation, the International Society for Ecosystem Health, and the Pan American Health Organization.  Canada's International Development Research Centre (IDRC) is one of the  world's leading institutions in the generation and application of new  knowledge to meet the challenges of international development. For more than  30 years, IDRC has worked in close collaboration with researchers from the developing world in their search for the means to build a healthier, more  equitable, and more prosperous society.   In doing so, IDRC supports research into the relationships between all  components of ecosystems. The goal is to define and assess priority issues  affecting the health of human communities and the sustainability of the  ecosystem in which they live and thus improve human health and well-being, while preserving a healthy ecosystem. The main focus is on developing  solutions based on ecosystem management. IDRC supports research in this field  in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East.

          The forum program, registration form, and cost information are available  on the Web at: http://www.idrc.ca/forum2003

          Media representatives can register free of charge.

          WATCH FOR COMING PRESS RELEASES ON THIS FORUM.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________

VOA

Will Mesopotamian Marshes Disappear?
Steve Baragona
Washington
04 Apr 2003, 19:50 UTC
 The war in Iraq is taking place around the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, what archaeologists call the cradle of Western civilization. The historic rivers flow into the Mesopotamian marshes, which Biblical scholars believe inspired the Garden of Eden. But in the last decade, those marshes have all but disappeared. The United Nations says the loss of the marshes is a catastrophe on the order of the deforestation of the Amazon rainforests, or the drying of the Aral Sea. The U.N. Environmental Program this week said restoring those marshes should be a part of postwar reconstruction. 

PRIVATE
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Mesopotamia marshes from 1973 to 2000
(Map courtesy of UNEP)



As a young boy, civil engineer Azzam Alwash remembers paddling through narrow channels between the reeds in the Mesopotamian marshes. He says reeds six meters high lined the winding waterways. 

"You're passing through these waterways surrounded by reeds," he said. "And you're pushing yourself through and then suddenly you go into an opening. And right in front of your opening you see a settlement of huts that are woven out of these reed beds. You see water buffalo frolicking in the water. You see kids sitting on the banks of these artificial islands fishing." 

These settlements belong to the Marsh Arabs, a civilization that traces its roots back five thousand years. Archaeologists believe the Marsh Arabs are descended from the Sumerians, who built the world's first recorded civilization on the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 

The fish and shrimp that thrive in the Mesopotamian marshlands are major sources of protein in the region's diet. Migrating birds, including some endangered species, stop there as they fly between the Nile River and Siberia. And the wetlands filter out contaminants before they reach the Persian Gulf. 
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A family of the Marsh Arabs



All this makes the Mesopotamian marshlands significant on three levels, according to Professor Tom Crisman, program director at the University of Florida's Center for Wetlands. 

"We're talking about a regional significance, we're talking about a national significance, and we're talking about very much of a localized significance," said Professor Crisman. 

The marshlands are the largest remaining wetlands in the Middle East. Until recently, they covered up to 20,000 square kilometers. But now, less than one-tenth remains. More than 30 large dams in Syria, Turkey, Iran, and Iraq have diverted water from the Tigris and Euphrates for irrigation, flood control, and hydroelectric power. And more dams are planned. 

But the most dramatic losses came in the last decade. Iraq built massive structures to drain the wetlands. Mr. Alwash, who is also an Iraqi democracy advocate, questions the Iraqi government's motives. 

"The ostensible reason is that in fact they wanted to dry the area so that they can reclaim the land for agriculture," he said. "As if Iraq is devoid of agricultural land. Anybody that knows anything about the marshes and knows anything about soil and salinity level of water knows that claim is ludicrous." 

PRIVATE
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Roaming Iraqi Marsh Arab refugees lead their water buffalo herds along the banks of the Karun River
(File photo, courtesy of UNEP, Feb. 2002) 



Mr. Alwash and others say the real motivation was to punish the local residents, who supported an uprising against Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein after the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

Research officer Hassan Partow wrote a United Nations Environment Program report on the marshlands' destruction. He would not comment on the government's motivations. But, he says, the land is not being used extensively for farming. 

"There has been some agricultural reclamation in the area, but overall this has been fairly limited," he said. 

Instead, the entire ecosystem has fallen victim to the combined effects of the upstream dams and what critics say are Iraq's punitive drainages. Mr. Partow's UNEP report says the scale and speed of land cover change in the Mesopotamian marshlands have been extraordinary. In less than a decade, Mr. Partow says, one of the world's largest and most significant wetland ecosystems has completely collapsed. 

"The area has regressed from a rich and complex web of life to a salt-encrusted desert," said Mr. Partow. 
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A member of the 3rd Regiment Army Air Corps, right, meeting with a local family of the Marsh Arabs



Mr. Partow says several species of birds, mammals, and fish are now extinct or on the verge of extinction. Without the climate-moderating marshes, the U.N. report predicts rising temperatures, declining rainfall, and dangerous dust storms. And the United Nations estimates up to 290,000 Marsh Arabs have been driven from their homes. 

But some see a hope for the Mesopotamian marshlands in postwar Iraqi reconstruction. The University of Florida's Tom Crisman says there are small remnants of the Mesopotamian marshlands on the border with Iran. 

"We think these are reasonably intact. And that's a very good nucleus from which to expand the restoration effort," said Mr. Crisman. 

But it won't be easy. Re-flooding the wetlands will have to be done gradually and carefully because of the heavy buildup of salts and pesticides that draining left behind. Resettling the Marsh Arabs adds an additional level of complexity. And growing populations in the region are putting increasing demands on water from the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers that feed the marshlands. 

For the past 20 years, Mr. Crisman has been working on restoring wetlands in Spain, Greece, and Egypt. He says these projects ask a basic question. "How little water do you need for the functioning of a wetland? Most of the time you're asking how much water can you get. But here we're asking how little water can we have and still have an ecology that's going to function," he said. 

Mr. Alwash, the civil engineer, helped bring an international group of experts, including Mr. Crisman, together to study marshland reconstruction, with funding from the U.S. State Department. Perhaps after reconstruction the next generation of Iraqis will again paddle through the reeds in the Mesopotamian marshes as Mr. Alwash did, and as people there have done for five thousand years.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

NY TIMES

U.S. Use of Tear Gas Could Violate Treaty, Critics Say

April 5, 2003
By NICHOLAS WADE with ERIC SCHMITT

President Bush has authorized American military forces to use tear gas in Iraq, the Pentagon says, a development that some weapons experts say other countries might see as a breach of the Chemical Weapons Convention.

The Defense Department said tear gas, which has been issued to American troops, would be used only to save civilian lives and in accordance with the convention, ratified by the United States in 1997. But critics say any battlefield use of tear gas would violate the treaty, offend crucial allies, including Britain, and hand Saddam Hussein a possible pretext for using chemical weapons against the United States.

These different views reflect a deliberate ambiguity in the Chemical Weapons Convention, which says that riot-control agents may not be used as a "method of warfare" but does not define this phrase.

The United States has long held that tear gas should be available for certain defensive purposes, such as when civilians are being used to screen an attack. This view is national policy and expressed in an Executive Order of 1975.

But many other countries, and some American advocates of controlling chemical arms, say a bright line should be drawn against any use of chemicals on a battlefield, so as to bar escalation from tear gas to lethal chemicals.

Michael L. Moodie, a former State Department official who helped negotiate the convention in the previous Bush administration, said the treaty language was "leftdeliberately vague so that the competing sides in the debate - basically the U.S. on one side and much of the others on the other - could both adhere to their respective national interpretations." Mr. Moodie is now president of Chemical and Biological Arms Control Institute.

The issue, and the difference of views among the convention's signatories, have been thrust to the fore by Iraq's use of civilians to shield its soldiers.

Use of the agents for defensive purposes to save lives "would be consistent with the Chemical Weapons Convention, which prohibits the use  of riot control agents as a method of warfare," a Pentagon spokesman, Lt. Col. Dave Lapan, said in response to questions on March 28.

But the British defense minister, Geoff Hoon, said on March 27 that nonlethal chemical agents "would not be used by the United Kingdom in any military operation or on any battlefield."

 Elisa D. Harris, of the University of Maryland, said use of riot control agents against Iraqi soldiers using civilians as a screen is allowed by the 1975 executive order but would contravene the Chemical Weapons Convention. Ms. Harris, who worked on chemical weapons policy for the National Security Council in the Clinton administration, said of the Pentagon, "They are taking the position that anything done consistent with the executive order is consistent with the treaty, and that is not the case."

The signatories of the Chemical Weapons Convention, she said, had barred riot control agents in war because their deployment might escalate to the use of lethal chemicals. 

 In four major uses of chemical weapons in the past - by the combatants in World War I; by the Italians in Ethiopia; by the Egyptians in Yemen; and in the Iran-Iraq war - deployment was preceded by use of nonlethal agents, Ms. Harris said.

In ratifying the Chemical Weapons Convention, the Senate wrote into its resolution a condition upholding the United States' interpretation of how riot control agents might be used, as specified by the 1975 executive order. Mr. Moodie acknowledged that other countries had different interpretations of the convention, but said, "I don't think it's appropriate to say one country's interpretation is more valid than another's."

The Senate also barred the president from altering the 1975 executive order, something the Clinton administration had hoped to do to align the American view on tear gas with that of other signatories. "By precluding the president from issuing a new executive order the Senate in effect adopted a position in conflict with the terms of the treaty," Ms. Harris said.

Under the Chemical Weapons Convention, signatories forswear possession and use of chemical weapons, and undertake not to retaliate in kind if chemically attacked. Iraq has not signed the convention, but it did sign the Geneva Protocol of 1925, in which signatories deny themselves first use of chemical weapons and some reserve the right to retaliate in kind.

If the United States used riot control agents on the battlefield, Iraq might claim it was justified under the Geneva Protocol in using chemical weapons against American forces, Ms. Harris said.

The potential conflict between the executive order and the convention was a sleeping issue that began to stir in  February, when Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld told the House Armed Services Committee that he was trying to find legal ways to use nonlethal weapons in Iraq. "Absent a presidential waiver, in many instances our forces are allowed to shoot somebody and kill them, but they're not allowed to use a nonlethal riot-control agent under the law," he said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

ISS Crew To Monitor Environment In N Iraq - Report

DOW JONES NEWSWIRES

MOSCOW (AP)--The crew of the International Space Station will begin monitoring the environmental situation around northern Iraqi cities on Saturday, the Interfax news agency reported, citing Russian mission control.

The agency quoted mission control officials as saying the crew would record any evidence of environmental disasters triggered by burning oil. It said the Russian Meteorological Service, the Emergency Situations Ministry and the Academy of Sciences would study the data.

The monitoring will be carried out through April 14, Interfax said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

DEVELOPMENT:
War on Iraq Threatens U.N. Poverty Goals 

Thalif Deen 

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 4 (IPS) - The U.S.-led war on Iraq is threatening to undermine the U.N.-led global war against poverty. 
The deadline to achieve some of the U.N.-mandated social and economic goals - including the eradication of disease, illiteracy and poverty - is 2015. 

''But I think the war on Iraq is a setback because it really distracts attention from the fight against poverty. I am worried,'' says Eveline Herfkens, the U.N.'s executive coordinator for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and a former Dutch development minister. 

The much-ballyhooed MDGs, including a pledge to reduce by half the number of people living on less than a dollar a day, were laid out at a special session of the U.N. General Assembly in October 2000, when 150 world leaders agreed on a 'Millennium Declaration'. 

The document also included time-bound targets for achieving universal primary education and gender equality and empowerment. 

But non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are expressing fears that the war on Iraq - and the projected rise in global military spending - might have a negative fallout on economic development and the flow of development aid. 

''Japan has announced it will scale back its U.N. contributions even before the war began. The United States has cut allotment to its own Millennium Challenge Account (geared to provide assistance to developing nations). Global trade volumes and international direct investments both fell in 2001. The war almost assures us these figures are unlikely to climb up in the near future,'' said Saradha Ramaswamy Iyer of the Third World Network in Kuala Lumpur. 

''The long term economic impact of the war - the bad and worse outcomes - can only have disastrous effects, particularly in developing countries,'' she told IPS. 

Those effects are likely to leave the weakest and poorest of developing countries more vulnerable than ever before, she added. 

Already many countries, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, are ''seriously lagging'' behind in achieving the (Millennium) goals, and will therefore have to make additional efforts to meet their targets, Herfkens said. 

The funds for implementing these goals have to come mostly from Western donors, including the United States, Japan and the 15-member European Union (EU). 

According to the U.N. Development Programme (UNDP), the reconstruction of war-devastated Iraq alone could cost over 30 billion dollars in the first three years. But these are funds that may well be diverted from poverty eradication and anti-AIDS programmes, says Iyer. 

''If the world's richest nations were genuine in their stated desire to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, they need to mobilise the same political will that is now manifest in fighting wars,'' adds Henry Northover of the London-based Catholic Fund for Overseas Development. 

Northover says that one quarter of the 26 billion dollars promised by the United States for the use of airbases in Turkey could have cancelled the outstanding debt of the whole of sub-Saharan Africa. 

''It is a scandal that the lives of millions of the world's poorest people must take second place to the resources that are being used to pursue the war against Iraq,'' he said. 

This week, congressional committees approved a request from U.S. President George W. Bush for a hefty 75 billion dollars to fund the first six months of the Iraqi war and related anti-terrorism and foreign aid expenses. 

Global annual military spending, which reached 780 billion dollars in 1999 and 840 billion dollars in 2001, is heading for a trillion dollars, according to U.N. estimates. 

The London-based Actionaid says that official development assistance (ODA) from the world's richest to the poorest countries has continued to decline over the last decade. At last count, it was 53 billion dollars in 2000, down from 56 billion dollars in 1999. 

Herfkens is confident that the EU countries will live up to their commitments to reach the target of spending 0.7 percent of their gross national product (GNP) on ODA before the next decade. In contrast, she said, the U.S. contribution is 0.15 of GNP, although Washington contributes most among the world's countries in dollar terms, about 10 billion dollars annually. The collective EU aid budget is about 25 billion dollars yearly. 

Last year, Bush pledged an ''additional'' five billion dollars in aid to developing nations, bringing the U.S. total to 15 billion dollars. But Herfkens said it remains to be seen how much of that will really be ''additional''. 

According to published reports, the administration has sought congressional approval for about 1.3 billion dollars in additional aid this year, but is likely to receive only about 300 million dollars. 

Iyer also expressed serious concern over the U.S. trend towards unilateralism. ''The biggest worry is that the retreat from multilateralism, as evidenced by the marginalisation of both the United Nations and the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) in the run-up to the war, will spill over into internationally negotiated rules governing trade and finance and take the political steam out of free trade,'' she added. 

A landmark decision on multilateral trade was taken in mid-2001 at the global trade round in Doha, Qatar, when the 145 members of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) decided to work towards slashing subsidies and trade barriers in agriculture, which is heavily protected by Western nations. But several targets for the reform of the multilateral trading system have been missed in recent months. 

Iyer said that none of the promises made at the Doha meeting, including those related to issues of patents and agricultural subsidies, had been met, and that prospects for the future are not good. 

Agricultural subsidies favour five percent of the population of rich nations and impoverish about 90 percent of the people in the South, she added. The EU's 440 billion dollar a year subsidy for cereals, dairy products and sugar has driven African farmers to poverty while America's four billion dollar subsidy to 25,000 cotton farmers have lowered world prices by a quarter, said Iyer. 

''So it was a sign of hypocrisy to talk about poverty eradication in the MDGs on the one hand, and perpetuate it on the other, through trade practices that distorted development.'' 

She pointed out that subsidies per cow in the European Union amount to about 2.50 dollars per day while subsidies for a cow in Japan equal 7.50 dollars per day. 

''At the same time, 75 percent of people in sub-Saharan African lived on less than a dollar a day,'' she added. (END/2003)

___________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

April 4, 2003 6:04 p.m. EST 

Civil Crisis Seen Possible In Blacked-Out Baghdad-Experts

DOHA, Qatar (AP--The shutoff of Baghdad's electrical power and water supply foreshadows a potential humanitarian crisis that could overwhelm coalition forces, even as they battle to quell resistance by Saddam Hussein's diehard defenders, military and relief agency experts say.

The scenario is not just of one but of many nightmares - food riots, disease, suicide bombers and widespread civilian casualties in the city of more than 5 million, said Patrick Garrett, an associate analyst at Globalsecurity.com, a Virginia-based think tank.

"Nothing up to now has been as difficult as this is likely to be," he said. "The most difficult days are ahead. It could be days, weeks, months - or it could be hours, if Saddam has left Baghdad and gone to Tikrit -in which case they get to do it all over again."

"What you have is the making of a humanitarian catastrophe," said Sid Balman, spokesman for InterAction, an umbrella group of 165 relief organizations.

Baghdad went dark Wednesday for the first time since the war began on March 20, just as spearhead troops of the U.S.' 3rd Infantry Division closed in on the international airport on the capital's southwestern outskirts.

U.S. officials denied targeting the electric grid. "We didn't do it. It's as simple as that,"' said Brig. Gen. Vincent Brooks, chief spokesman for the U.S. Central Command in Qatar.

Experts said it was more in President Saddam Hussein's interest to shut down the power, creating a crisis that the allied forces would have to deal with, and triggering an outcry from the international community and the United Nations.

"They (the Iraqis) can't afford a siege. They haven't got the troops for it," said Robert Hutchinson, a defense consultant with Jane's Defense Weekly in London.

"Saddam must be wanting to prolong this as long as possible in hope that casualties will affect public opinion or that the horrors of urban warfare will bring pressure to stop," he said.

The U.S. would be blamed by some for a humanitarian crisis because it wouldn't have happened without an invasion, Garrett said.

President Bush's top military adviser said Thursday that U.S. forces might stop short of storming Baghdad and instead isolate it while a new national government is organized.

Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told Pentagon reporters that if Baghdad were "basically isolated," it would no longer control Iraq. "Whatever's happening inside Baghdad is almost irrelevant compared to what's going on in the rest of the country," he said.

An expanding civil crisis could require the administration to revise that plan, sending troops into the city or hastily revamping its strategy in other ways, Garrett said.

Along with the Red Crescent Society - the Arab equivalent of the Red Cross - Medicins Sans Frontieres, Australian CARE and a few others already in Baghdad, some 25 U.S.-based agencies would be expected to work in Iraq -but wouldn't risk going into the capital unless it were secure, officials said.

"A secure environment is critical for NGOs to do their work safely - it is the bottom line consideration," Balman said. "Baghdad would not be a secure environment if there is a full-blown siege."

On Friday, Medicins Sans Frontieres - also known as Doctors Without Borders - reported two of its members were missing in the Iraqi capital.

Balman said that after seven months of talks with Bush administration officials, InterAction doesn't know what U.S. plans are for dealing with a potential humanitarian crisis.

"Their argument has been that to share these plans would reveal the war plans, and that they can't plan for something that has not happened," he said.

An urban nightmare could have many parts, beginning with a water shortage, and expanding to include food riots, sewage pollution, possible infectious diseases and a breakdown in civil order.

Even tight U.S. control of major portions of Baghdad couldn't prevent resistance by armed militants and Saddam's Fedayeen loyalists, Garrett said.

"The task of distribution would be insane, and that's what would play into the hands of the militants. It's when it's chaotic, or you have the food riots, that the Fedayeen would be able to slip in and set off suicide bombs," he said. "That would be absolutely horrendous, a huge area where the Marines or what-have-you were trying to dole out food to people who were hungry, and a suicide bomber detonates himself. The sheer chaos that resulted would be unimaginable."

One problem would be the enormous need for water, food and other relief supplies.

"Water is critical. But you have newborn babies, pregnant women, everything that exists in a city," said Balman, who worked in the Bosnian city of Sarajevo, during the siege there.

"Sarajevo was pretty low-tech and a much smaller city. Here you have the world's most powerful military against a regime doing everything it can to survive....We don't see how they plan to handle it," he said.

URL for this article:
http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,BT_CO_20030404_005747,00.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Analysts cite health threat
CT Now 

Las Vegas Sun

Yahoo Daily News

The State

Pollutants, health risks rise in Iraq region - U.N. assesses satellite images

Seattle Post Intelligencer

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Mystery Virus Still Spreading, China Apologizes 

                      By J.R. Pegg

                      WASHINGTON, DC, April 4, 2003 (ENS) - Officials with the Chinese government offered an unprecedented apology today for not quickly informing the public about cases of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome  (SARS), the flu like respiratory disease that has now killed more than 80                      people in Asia and Canada. 

                      This unexpected announcement came as nations across much of the world wrestle with the health and economic impacts of SARS. More than 2,300 people are now infected with SARS worldwide. 

                      Scientists worldwide continue to believe SARS is caused by a new form of the coronavirus, but have yet to completely prove this theory. 

                      The Chinese government has received sharp criticism from across the world for its reluctance to cooperate with the global effort to determine the cause of  SARS, which first appeared in the southern Chinese province of Guangdong last November. 

                      "We apologize to everyone," Li Liming, director of the Chinese Center for Disease Control told reporters. 

                      He said the Chinese government faulted its own poor coordination between the nation's medical departments and its media. Chinese officials also confirmed today the first case of SARS in Shanghai, the nation's most  populous city. 

       Hong Kong is struggling to contain SARS, but health officials say most people are recovering from the illness.  (Photo courtesy LORD Cultural Resources Planning and Management)

           China only began fully cooperating with the World Health Organization (WHO) earlier this                                                   week. Scientists with the United Nations organization are now in southern China investigating the                                                   virus, but they have warned not to expect quick or easy answers. 

                                                   WHO officials have indicated that the SARS virus could have jumped to humans from an animal species. There are some 13 forms of the coronavirus, some which infect humans, cattle, pigs, rodents, dogs and chickens. 

                      Officials at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) say they are increasingly confident that SARS is caused by a new form of coronavirus, which could make it difficult to contain. Two forms of coronavirus cause one  third of all common colds and there are no know antiviral drugs shown to be                      consistently successful in treating coronavirus infections. 

                      "This does appear to be a contagious respiratory infection and you know how difficult it is to control the common cold," said CDC Director Julie Gerberding. "Even influenza, where we have a vaccine, is an illness that still causes infection in a large number of people. 

                      "The global community has to take this very seriously and do everything we can to curtail spread now and stay on top of it." 

                      Early signs show that the scientists in China are finding further evidence that SARS is not just spread through direct contact. 

                      "There is something in the environment," said David Heymann, WHO's director of communicable diseases. 

                      On Monday, Hong Kong officials quarantined a block of the Amoy Gardens housing complex because more than 200 people from this block had  contracted SARS, providing the possibility that the virus could be airborne or waterborne because. 

                      The investigation into the housing complex, called Amoy Gardens, is looking into whether a burst sewage pipe could be linked to transmission of the virus. 

                      Global air travel has been a  major contributor to the  global spread of SARS. (Photo

                      courtesy by Ian Britton courtesy  FreeFoto.com)

                      Hong Kong police are hunting for 200 people  from Amoy Gardens who have avoided the

                      quarantine, which is set to last through April 10. 

                      Hong Kong officials said an additional 27 patients with symptoms of SARS where admitted to public hospitals today. These include eight more people  from the Amoy Gardens housing complex, five healthcare workers and 14 new patients. 

                      But Hong Kong Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food Yeoh Eng-kiong said that most of the patients already in hospital were responding very well to the existing treatment with Ribavirin and steroids. 

                      The WHO now estimates that the SARS virus is fatal for about four percent of those infected, most often when the individual has an underlying condition. Some 90 percent of individuals appear to recover after a week of being infected. 

                      Researchers at the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) said today they  have begun work on an early vaccine for SARS. The vaccine development assumes that early indications the virus is a new form of the coronavirus. 

                      "People are taking this unbelievably seriously," said Dr. Brian Murphy,  co-chief of the laboratory of infectious diseases at the NIH's National Institute  of Allergy and Infectious Disease. 

                      Even if efforts go smoothly, any proven vaccine is at least a year away and  the quick spread of SARS demonstrates the world's susceptibility to new infectious diseases. 

                      Within six weeks, SARS has spread to more than 15 countries across the world. Asia has been hit the hardest, but there are confirmed cases in Canada, the United States, Europe and Brazil. Australia and India now suspect they  may have individuals with SARS. 

                      U.S. President George W. Bush today issued an executive order that would  allow the quarantine of patients with SARS. Some 100 Americans are believed to have the virus. 

                      Canada confirmed its seventh death from SARS today and it is the only country outside of Asia to have suffered fatalities from the disease. 

                      Although Canadian authorities believe they have SARS well contained, fears over the disease prompted the cancellation of a five day meeting of the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR). The meeting was to be  held in Toronto, with an estimated 16,000 people expected to attend from  around the world. 

                      The decision to cancel the meeting came on Thursday, two days after attendees had been informed that the meeting would carry on as scheduled.   The cancellation of a meeting expected to                                                   draw 16,000 has added to Toronto's  SARS woes. (Photo courtesy City of Toronto)

                                                   Canadian health officials said the  cancellation was unnecessary and                                                   tried to assure the public that the virus was not a significant threat. 

                                                   Toronto officials say the city  could lose some $13 million ($20                                                   million Canadian) from decreased  tourist revenues because of the  SARS scare. 

                                                   SARS has caused economic  shockwaves across the world,                                             through cancellations of global concerts and sporting events in Hong Kong and China, and a further decline in world travel. 

                      On Wednesday, WHO officially warned travelers not to travel to Hong Kong or Guangdong province unless absolutely necessary and countries around the world have stepped up screening for individuals arriving from Asian  countries with confirmed SARS cases. 

                      Thailand officials say the impact on the country's economy from SARS is worse than the U.S. war on Iraq. Toronto officials said the city's tourist losses  resulting from the SARS scare could reach C$20 million ($13 million). 

                      Hong Kong officials report that 10 percent of flights into the city have been cancelled in the past three days. 

                      For many, the SARS outbreak is a precursor of what is to come. Infectious diseases are nothing new, but global travel facilitates the spreading of such diseases and the ability of individual nations, and the world as a whole, to  respond is being called into question. 

                      "We live in a global village and we must be prepared to deal with emerging  infections on a regular basis," CDC's Gerberding said. "That is really the pattern that we are seeing increasingly as our global village becomes more  dense with people, and has more travel." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India 

April 7, 2003 

Doctors vow to fight diseases related to environment 

      PUNE: Alarmed at the increase in the number of diseases related to the degrading environment like asthma,  upper urinary tract and allergy in the city, doctors have now decided to take some initiate measures to protect the younger generations. 

      This decision has been taken on the eve of the World Health Day (April 7), for which the World Health  Organisation (WHO) has chosen the theme: 'Shape the future of life: healthy environment of children'. While  as a first step, members affiliated to the Indian Medical Association (IMA) have joined the crusade to save  the city's hills, doctors from the Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP) have decided to educate the people to  combat health hazards resulting from poor environment. Paediatrician and a fellow of IAP, Dr Pramod Jog,  said more than five million children in the age group of 0 to 14 years die world-wide from diseases related to

      their environments every year. Children from the city are also increasingly infected with cases of asthma,  URT, malaria and diarrhoea. "There has almost been a three-fold increase in cases of allergy and respiratory   infections among children," another paediatrician, Dr Mihir Sengupta, said, adding that he had been treating  about 10-15 young asthamatic patients on an average every week. General physician Dr Suresh Godbole  said the increase in the number of asthmatic cases in children could be attributed to dust, smoke,  cosmetics, pollution and pollens. "Asthma is no longer considered a hereditary disease, it could strike  anybody at any age," he said. Godbole said he had been receiving asthma complaints from children as young as one years old. 

      According to Jog, due to rapid urbanisation and concretisation, there is also a possibility that children could   grow with limited IQ and learning disabilities. Pune branch IMA president Dr Suhas Alekar said the hills  surrounding the city are its lungs and any move to de-zone them would have a catastrophic effect on the  general health of the citizens, particularly children He said all the 1,800 members have chipped in to strongly  register their protest against the attempts being made by Pune corporators to allow constructions on  hill-tops/slopes. What the member doctors are more worried about is that the dezoning of the hilltops/slopes  would have a direct bearing on the already high pollution levels in the city. 

      "This would increase the number of respiratory diseases," Alekar said, pointing out that the situation has  become alarming now with youngsters without any family history of asthma showing signs of being affected.  IAP city president Dr Achyut Kalantre said a decision has been taken to create awareness among the  officials and staff at corporation hospitals and clinics.

________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Grim future for gorillas and chimps 

     Man's two closest relatives in the animal kingdom will be on the edge of extinction within a decade,

     unless drastic conservation measures are put in place immediately. 

             The idea that our closest relatives would go extinct is shattering to us  Peter Walsh, Princeton University 

     That is the alarming conclusion of a major international study of gorillas and chimpanzees in the forests of Western Equatorial Africa, published in the scientific journal Nature. 

     The dense jungles of the Republic of Congo and Gabon were previously thought to be the last stronghold of the two species, since deforestation in this region has been much less intense than in other parts of Africa. 

     But a comprehensive survey of ape numbers in Gabon between 1998 and 2002 has revealed a dramatic decline in the population in  recent years, caused by a combination of commercial hunting for bush meat, and the deadly Ebola virus which has also attacked local people. 

     'Stark truth' 

     By comparing the figures with a survey carried out in the early 1980s, the researchers conclude that on a conservative estimate,  gorillas and chimpanzees have declined by more than half within 20 years. 

     Gabon and Congo account for around 80% of the world's gorillas and most of the common chimpanzees, so this is described by the  study as a major conservation crisis. 

     "Without aggressive investments in law enforcement, protected area management and Ebola prevention, the next decade will see  our closest relatives pushed to the brink of extinction," the Nature paper says. 

     "The stark truth is that if we do not act decisively our children may live in a world without wild apes." 

     One of the major problems facing the apes is that they are now being killed for their meat on a commercial scale, where hunting used  to be confined to local villagers providing food for themselves. 

     The real thing 

     The timber trade has driven roads deep into the forest, providing easier access for hunters to areas previously out of reach. Bush  meat finds a ready market in the towns and cities of the region - this has long ceased to be a subsistence activity. 

     And rivalling hunting as a threat to the apes is Ebola haemorrhagic fever, steadily spreading through Gabon and Congo. The  epidemic is now approaching Odzala National Park, which boasts the world's highest recorded gorilla and chimpanzee densities. 

     The lead author of the study, Peter Walsh of Princeton University, US, says he recognises that people have become accustomed to  dire warnings about endangered species. 

     He told BBC News Online: "Environmentalists are always saying the sky is falling in, but in this case it is. 

     "The reason we published this in Nature is because we realised people would have those objections. We did a careful scientific  study with a lot of data - they sent it out to the best experts in the world, and they all said yes this is valid. 

     Global responsibility 

     "The populations are crashing really quickly. In the course of about 10 years we're going to be in the situation where gorillas and  chimpanzees are going to go from being widely distributed and abundant to being just in a few small pockets. 

     "That's bad because in the long term those small pockets just won't be sustainable, we won't be able to protect 10 here and 50 there - it will be impossible. 

     "The idea that our closest relatives would go extinct is shattering to us. We don't want to have people looking back in 20 years and  say they didn't do enough - they knew what to do but they didn't do it. 

     "This is a problem for the global community - everybody in the world has to get together and do something about this." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

07 April 2003

Environment expert seeks ban on wooden caskets in Kenya 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - It sounds stranger than fiction, but a Kenyan assistant minister for environment is prevailing on the government to ban burying the dead in wooden coffins, comparing the cutting of trees to make coffins to "creating disaster to help a tragedy." Prof. Wangari Maathai, a renown environmentalist active in local parliamentary politics, says the continued use of wooden caskets to bury Kenyans at the rate they were dying of HIV/AIDS-related diseases poses great danger to endangered tree species in the country. Maathai, a one-time teacher in veterinary sciences at the University of Nairobi, last week jolted parliament when she threatened to introduce a bill in the House stipulating that corpses be buried "in any container other than a wooden frame." Maathai, who was a critic of former president Daniel Arap Moi's government, argued that with an average of 700 Kenyans dying of HIV/AIDS-related diseases every day, the country was losing an estimated 255,500 trees a year. "Why kill ourselves and the posterity by finishing our forests to please those who are already dead?" she remarked. Statistics at the ministry of health indicate that 700 people die in Kenya every day, with three in every 10 being HIV-positive cases. The alternative of not burying corpses in wooden coffins, the minister suggested to the House, was to "place the dead in a grave with clothes only."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048055&dte=06/04/2003
Effects of bad weather kill 16 persons in Algeria 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - The effects of bad weather in the central and eastern regions of Algeria have left at least 16 persons dead and caused substantial damage to property in the past four days, Algerian civil protection services confirmed yesterday. Civil protection teams are still working to help victims of the weather disaster, which caused rockfalls and the collapse of old buildings. Several houses had been flooded in Tizi-Ouzou prefecture (100 km east of Algiers), while many families living in a shantytown in to escape the heavy flooding. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048035&dte=06/04/2003
Poachers kill seven elephants in Uganda 

Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - Poachers in a Uganda game reserve have killed seven adult elephants, taking away their tusks in the Local wildlife authorities suspect the killings were carried out by government troops based at a nearby military post set up to guard the very animals from poachers. The military authorities, however, have dismissed the allegations, demanding evidence to show that the soldiers were responsible for the killings. Officials at the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) said the elephants were gunned down "by professionals" who used concentrated acid to pluck out the tusks from the skulls of the carcasses. UWA investigations showed that the killings occurred near an army post in Queen Elizabeth National Park, a sprawling site several hundreds of kilometres along Uganda's western border with the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng047995&dte=05/04/2003
Goodall: 'Trapped Gombe Chimps Face Extinction'

The East African (Nairobi): One of the most famous collections of chimpanzees in the world – in the Gombe National Park in Tanzania - is under imminent threat of extinction, according to primate expert Jane Goodall, who has been watching the community for more than 40 years. Only around 100 chimps are now left in the national park and their survival is threatened by encroaching farms, refugees from Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo and from people seeking to kill the animals for bushmeat. The Gombe chimps are famous because of the research that has been carried out on them for nearly half a century. Only one viable group still survives in the park and aside from the threat from outside, there are concerns at inbreeding and disease among the remaining chimps. Researchers believe that further encroachment on the park and a failure to curb the bushmeat trade could lead to the chimps' destruction.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304060101.html
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www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-ARGENTINA:
Squid Population under Siege 

Marcela Valente - Tierramérica* 


BUENOS AIRES, Apr 4 (IPS) - The illex squid (Illex argentinus) found in Argentina's ocean waters are under threat from indiscriminate fishing, often by foreign vessels operating in the area, many without permits. 

This species of squid is in high demand by consumers in East Asia. The South Atlantic is home to the second richest reserves of calamar illex in the world, after the North Pacific. 

An enormous quantity of this seafood favourite, also known as calamari on restaurant menus around the world, is concentrated in the 200-nautical-mile band extending from the Argentine coast, which is the exclusive economic zone of this South American country. 

In the 1990s, the state sold squid fishing licenses to foreign ships, a system that experts blame for excessive exploitation that has endangered this marine food resource. 

The Argentine Congress annulled the regimen in 2001, limiting squid fishing largely to Argentine vessels with Argentine crews. 

Since then, most foreign fishing boats have had to remain beyond the 200-mile mark or purchase fishing licenses in the Falklands/Malvinas Islands -- controlled by Britain -- where squid is less abundant. 

The foreign fishing outfits that have opted to fish for squid far out to sea find little or nothing, returning to port emptyhanded. And those who have gone to the Falklands/Malvinas take in a tenth of what they captured along the Argentine coast. 

But for the first time, Argentine firms are exporting these calamari squid. 

The local fishing community is concerned, nonetheless, because the state has allowed 15 foreign vessels to join the nearly 100 Argentine ships operating in the area with the argument that the national fleet was not enough to take advantage of the existing squid population. 

The Argentine navy, meanwhile, warns that illegal fishing has seen a notable increase. 

In 2000, according to navy sources, 232 foreign fishing ships -- mostly from China, Taiwan and South Korea -- were found capturing squid illegally within the 200-mile exclusive zone. In 2001, there were 296 such cases, and in 2002 the total reached 347. 

This year, just since January, more than 220 vessels have been found operating clandestinely. 

Ernesto Godelman, of the non-governmental Cedepesca (Center for the Defense of National Fishing) told Tierramérica that he thinks the great number of illegal foreign calamari ships is due to the scant population of the squid around the Falklands/Malvinas Islands. 

Greater monitoring is essential, says Godelman, to prevent the overall capture of the species from surpassing 60 percent of its total population. Beyond that limit, he says, the squid runs the risk of suffering a sharp decline, as occurred with the merluza hubbsi, a hake variety, Argentina's leading fishing product. 

The authorities put strict limits on hake captures in 2000, when the maximum quota for three months had already been caught within the first month of that year. The restriction hurt the fishing industry, its workers and even the state itself, because it saw a source of revenues decline. 

Despite the world fame of Argentine beef, for years the country's income from fish exports has nearly doubled that of beef sales. 

* Tierramérica is a specialised news service (www.tierramerica.net) produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme. (END/2003)
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council calls on UN Member States to submit counter-terrorism reports

*
UN aid agencies step up supplies in Iraq but concerned over Baghdad’s water

*
Annan wraps up Iraq briefing sessions with all UN members

*
Timor-Leste: Security Council adjusts police force, slows pull-out of UN troops

*
Fighting in eastern Liberia prompts UN refugee agency to withdraw staff

*
South Africa: UN drug and crime office launches corruption report

*
UN expert urges world governments to take real action to eradicate hunger

*
Shield children from ‘silent dangers’ of abuse, violence, exploitation – UNICEF

*
Population explosion poses challenge to global development goals – UN adviser

*
UN agency kicks off online campaign to collect pledges for girls’ education

* * * *

Counter-terrorism

4 April – After hearing a report from its Counter-terrorism Committee (CTC) that the fight against the scourge had now gone global with the United Nations at its centre, the Security Council today called on UN Member States to urgently submit outstanding reports on their part in the battle.

In a statement read out at a formal meeting by its President, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, the Council noted that three countries – Sao Tome and Principe, Swaziland and Vanuatu – had not even submitted a preliminary report, while 51 others were late in submitting a follow-up report, and it called on them urgently to do so as required by Security Council resolution 1373. The resolution, adopted in the wake of the 11 September 2001 attacks against the United States, calls on Member States to prevent the financing of terrorism, refrain from providing support to those involved in terrorist acts, and deny them safe haven.

Earlier Friday, the Committee’s outgoing Chairman, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, told an open Council meeting that the UN was at the centre of counter-terrorism efforts because no country could prevent the phenomenon in isolation. States must be proactive in their response to terrorism, seek assistance from the Committee and offer assistance to neighbours and partners, he stressed.

At all costs, terrorists must be prevented from gaining access to materials used in chemical, biological, nuclear and other deadly weapons, Ambassador Greenstock added. To that end, the Committee would meet shortly with representatives of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, the World Customs Organization and the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol).

“It took a horrific terrorist act less than five miles from this Council chamber [at the World Trade Centre] to shake the international community into adopting 1373’s legally binding and global standards,” he declared. But memories could fade, and so could the call of responsibility, he added.

The vigour of a central, catalytic body could make a huge difference to the maintenance of global law and order, and the Committee had become that, Ambassador Greenstock said. Perhaps one day, it might become something more: a full-time, professional and global body of experts, working with the Council, but following up all avenues which resolution 1373 had opened, he added. 

At the outset of the meeting, Ambassador Aguilar Zinser expressed the Council’s “deep gratitude” to Ambassador Greenstock for his work chairing the CTC. “His leadership and great diplomatic skills, together with his firm conviction on the need that the United Nations plays a central role in the fight against terrorism were components of his successful chairmanship,” Ambassador Aguilar Zinser said. “Ambassador Greenstock has built a solid basis for the future work of the CTC. He had also the vision to initiate and promote dialogue with other international, regional and subregional organizations.”

Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain will succeed Ambassador Greenstock as chair of the Committee.

* * *
Iraq: humanitarian

4 April – With growing concern now focusing on the water supply for the 5 million residents of Baghdad, United Nations relief agencies today reported “some hopeful and positive steps” in moving humanitarian aid into other parts of Iraq.

A small UN humanitarian assessment team went to the southern Iraqi port of Um Qasr to make a first evaluation of local water, sanitation and food needs, as well as the condition of the port there, which could be a major point for bringing in supplies.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) was sending six trucks to the outskirts of south Basra as part of its biggest convoy to date and the first time its operation has reached so far into the country, while a 19-truck World Food Programme (WFP) convoy with 475 tons of badly needed wheat flour was heading toward northern Iraq from Turkey.

In all, 11 trucks under contract to UNICEF from local Kuwaiti operators were making their way across the southern border with supplies for the towns of Safwan, Zubair and the southern fringes of Basra, including much needed water and emergency health kits, UNICEF spokesperson Wivina Belmonte told the daily briefing in Amman, Jordan, on UN humanitarian activities.

She said drivers from an earlier convoy to Zubair had a list of over 50 medicines that a health worker at the local hospital said children there needed. The health kit in today’s delivery would provide drugs for 10,000 people for three months. The challenge was to get the aid to the children who needed it, wherever they may be in Iraq, she added. 

Another 12 trucks were expected to reach northern Iraq from Turkey tomorrow, she said, while the WFP reported that its consignment was especially needed because the three Kurdish provinces there had not received their wheat flour rations in March.

Noting reports that Baghdad’s electrical grid had gone down, Ms. Belmonte stressed UNICEF’s concern with the water situation there. “We saw how quickly the humanitarian situation deteriorated in Basra, when electricity was cut there,” she said. “Five million people depend on the water system for their daily needs – drinking, cleaning and cooking.”

UNICEF’s alarm was echoed by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq (UNHCOI) and the World Health Organization (WHO).

“The lack of electricity across the city poses a threat to the population the longer it continues, as water-pumping facilities without back-up generators or fuel to operate them cease functioning,” UNHCOI deputy spokesman David Wimhurst said.

He noted that the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) continued to provide clean water to hospitals and some water distribution stations in the suburbs of Baghdad and that repairs to water and power systems were also continuing.

WHO spokesperson Fadela Chaib said many people in Baghdad now lacked access to their regular supply of clean, safe drinking water in addition to the 1.5 million people reported by the ICRC to lack access to a safe water supply in southern Iraq.

This is extremely concerning, she said. As temperatures rise across Iraq, a shortage of clean water will almost inevitably cause outbreaks of diarrhoeal disease and other health problems. 

Ms. Chaib also said WHO had received reports of growing numbers of civilian casualties in and around Baghdad, Basra and many other towns in southern and central Iraq. The ICRC reported a particularly disturbing situation in the town of Al Hillah, where some 300 people were reported injured with the hospital overwhelmed with patients and struggling to cope, she added.

It was clear that injuries suffered as a direct result of this conflict were the number one public health problem in Iraq today, with shortages of medical supplies looming as the sieges built up, Ms. Chaib said.  Speeding up the delivery of medical supplies was therefore essential to build up a pipeline of emergency stocks.

On a more positive note, WFP Executive Director James Morris welcomed the international community’s response so far to the agency’s $1.3 billion emergency food appeal for Iraq, for which it received $260 million from the United States on Wednesday as well as contributions from Australia, Germany, Canada, Spain and New Zealand.

“This is the best possible start to the biggest single appeal in the WFP’s 40-year history,” he said in Rome. “We are extremely grateful to these nations’ generosity.”

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

4 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today wrapped up his weeklong briefings of all UN Member States on the current humanitarian situation in Iraq.

“We basically discussed the humanitarian situation and the efforts that are being made by the United Nations, and of course there were also questions about post-conflict Iraq,” the Secretary-General told reporters following his meeting with the Latin American and Caribbean Group; he had met with the African Group earlier Friday. “We briefed them on our efforts to get assistance to Iraq, wherever we can, but this would depend on means and access. Wherever we have access, we will try and reach the needy and we will do cross-border and cross-line operations.”

The Secretary-General said the meeting also touched on the question of the post-conflict situation and what the UN will do. “I think it is obvious that the UN will play an important role in post-conflict Iraq,” he said. “The exact nature and extent of that role is being discussed now among the members, but the UN has had quite a lot of experience with situations like this, and I hope the members will rally in trying to assist the people of Iraq, and Iraq. However this war ends, we will be ready to play our part.”

Mr. Annan met the States in the framework of the five regional groupings beginning on Tuesday to exchange views with them. On Monday, he met separately with the Arab Group, which is not one of the regional groups, and on Wednesday he also met the 15 members of the Security Council for lunch at his office to discuss Iraq.

In other news, the Security Council has endorsed the Secretary-General’s recommendation to retain in Kuwait City for a further three months a small logistics headquarters of the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM) to support UN activities in the region, where the world body is currently concentrating on humanitarian relief.

A letter from the Council President to the Secretary-General released today noted that the Council members concurred with Mr. Annan’s recommendation to retain peacekeeping presence until 6 July.
Mr. Annan withdrew all UNIKOM personnel from the border region on the eve of hostilities in Iraq but maintained a small headquarters consisting of 12 military officers, 20 essential civilian staff and some local personnel in Kuwait City.

UNIKOM was set up in 1991 after the war that followed Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait to monitor the demilitarized zone between the two countries.

* * *

Timor-Leste

4 April – Despite the welcome progress Timor-Leste has achieved since its independence last year, persistent security and stability concerns prompted the Security Council today to adjust the composition and strength of the police component of the United Nations mission in the country and to slow the downsizing of the UN peacekeeping force.

Unanimously adopting a new resolution today, the Council decided to enhance the capability of the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) to address civil disturbances and to improve the capability of police to respond to emerging weaknesses. The decision also endorsed a more gradual downsizing of UNMISET’s military component than had been foreseen when the successor mission was established in May 2002.

The Council’s moves today were in line with specific measures proposed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in a special report, which Council members debated in early March.

Citing “significant deterioration” in Timor-Leste’s security environment, Mr. Annan called for a freeze in planned cutbacks of UN military and police forces and proposed broad recommendations to reinforce UNMISET’s ability to develop the national police force, while taking the necessary steps to ensure the short-term security and stability required for that training to succeed.

Stressing that improving the overall capabilities of the Timor-Leste police force were a key priority, the adjustments adopted today comprise the inclusion of an international formed unit for one year, and the provision of additional training capacity in key areas specified in the Secretary-General’s report, including crowd-control skills, police administration, forensics, tactical operations and border security.

Adjustments to the police force will also include greater emphasis on human rights and rule of law elements, and the retention of a greater monitoring and advisory presence in districts where policing authority has been handed over to the Timor-Leste police force.

The resolution further states that the schedule for downsizing UNMISET’s military component through December would be adjusted according to recommendations made by the UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping in a recent letter. Accordingly, two battalions would be retained within regions adjoining the unofficial border with Indonesian-controlled West Timor during that period, together with associated force elements, including mobility.

In addition, the number of UN peacekeepers would be reduced to 1,750 more gradually than had been foreseen in Security Council resolution 1410, which had established UNMISET last year and originally decided that the Mission’s downsizing should proceed “as quickly as possible” and fully devolve all operational responsibilities to the East Timorese authorities as soon as was feasible, without jeopardizing security.

* * *

Liberia

4 April – The United Nations refugee agency today said it has pulled most of its international workers out of eastern Liberia following violence and attacks on areas where it operates transit centres.

A spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that the agency’s operations in Liberia for people fleeing the Ivoirian conflict are now severely hampered by an upsurge of recent fighting in the eastern border regions, which has made most of the area inaccessible to humanitarian agencies.

The recent fighting in the Grand Geddeh and Nimba counties has sent thousands of people fleeing, according to spokesman Ron Redmond. “Over the weekend, some 7,000 Liberians arrived in Guinea, many of them severely traumatized and some suffering gunshot wounds,” he told a press briefing in Geneva. “UNHCR is presently transferring them to an existing camp in Lainé, further inland. Meanwhile, we continue to assist some 4,000 of them at the makeshift transit centre in Baala, near the border.”

Mr. Redmond said following recent developments, UNHCR will likely concentrate its relief efforts in Harper, where it has a transit facility to help those in need. “We have also set up a more permanent refugee camp, where some 200 shelters are ready and refugees have started moving in,” he added. “The camp is situated on a large piece of land and it could be extended to host up to 50,000 people if need be. However, all staff –except for those from the town – have temporarily been recalled from Harper.
* * *

South Africa

4 April – The United Nations and the Government of South Africa have issued the first comprehensive analysis of the country’s corruption and anti-crime efforts, which highlights that nationally, four in ten South Africans believe that graft is one of the most important problems that needs to be addressed.

The joint Country Corruption Assessment Report, presented to South Africa’s Parliament earlier in the week, was prepared within the framework of the UN’s Global Programme against Corruption and a UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) project to support the country’s Anti-Corruption Programme. The report notes that South Africa is improving in terms of legislation, though is still lacking a comprehensive, specific anti-corruption law.

The Report is the first comprehensive description of the strengths and weaknesses of South Africa’s legislative framework, and institutional capacities for prevention, investigation and prosecution. It also examines South Africa within global and regional contexts, finding that the country contributes actively and substantially to anti-corruption efforts at all levels, and that several pieces of legislation and enforcement structures are unique in the region and of the highest international standards. 

However, the report finds that there is a need to enhance management capacities of individual government departments and to promote and strengthen coordination among anti-corruption entities. It also says South Africa requires major efforts in public education and systematic prevention of corruption, particularly as international experience clearly highlights the role of the community, schools and faith-based organizations in anti-corruption education and upholding individual and social ethics. 

There is an expressed political will in South Africa to address corruption, the report says, stressing that prevention requires mechanisms in both the public and business sectors. In South Africa there is also a need to increase the confidence of domestic public opinion and international opinion by promoting a strong and decisive message of “No tolerance and no exemptions.” These are also political matters, the report notes, and thus there is a need for appropriate and timely political engagement with resolute leadership by political parties in the fight against corruption and in support of the government’s efforts. 

* * *

Human rights

4 April – The top United Nations expert working to promote the right of everyone to have access to safe and nutritious food expressed grave concern today that world leaders seemed totally indifferent to the reality that hunger and chronic malnutrition sentenced millions of people to early death and underdevelopment each year. 

As the Commission on Human Rights began its annual review of economic, social and cultural rights, Jean Ziegler, Special Rapporteur on the right to food, was among a host of experts on health and education, on the illicit transport of toxic wastes, and on foreign debt and structural-adjustment policies who stressed the obligation of governments to protect inherent dignity and promote basic human rights. 

Stressing that the right to food was a human right protected by international law, Mr. Ziegler said governments had three levels of legal obligation: to respect, protect and fulfil the right to food. Yet, the world appeared unmoved, “as every seven seconds, a child under 10 years of age died from the direct or indirect effects of hunger.” The hungry were condemned to suffer a marginal existence passed down through generations.

“Even as we speak, the war on Iraq is having severe consequences on the right to food of the Iraqi people,” the expert said, adding that the food crisis in southern Africa, Ethiopia and Eritrea – affecting millions and worsening by the day – continues to take a heavy toll on a continent already home to over 38 million of the world’s people suffering from hunger and chronic malnourishment.

“All this is happening in a world that is richer than ever before and already produces more than enough food to feed the global population but seems totally indifferent to accomplishing that feat,” Mr. Ziegler said, stressing that hunger is not a question of fate, but a question of human inaction. To that end, he noted that the June 2002 World Food Summit had been an outright failure – “a beggars’ conference,” with no one to beg, since the leaders of the major donor countries had not been present. 

Still, there were some signs of hope. First, the Summit had created a working group to establish voluntary guidelines to clarify how the right to food might be implemented. Second, the UN body monitoring the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has issued a new “general comment” setting out the legal basis for the right to water. Mr. Ziegler said he believed that those two groundbreaking developments would strengthen understanding of the right to food around the world and engage governments in taking real action to eradicate hunger. 

* * *

World Health Day: children


4 April – Warning that tens of millions of children every year suffer long-term health damage from exploitation, abuse, and violence, hazards often overlooked in public health planning, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) called on governments and communities today to assure the “protective” environment essential to keeping every youngster out of harm’s way.

Damage from these “silent dangers” lurks in every society in the world and occurs even when a child was well-nourished or immunized, UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a message ahead of World Health Day on Monday.

“A well-nourished child who is beaten at home is not a healthy child,” she declared. “A child who is sexually abused at school is not a healthy child. An immunized child who is forced into hazardous child labour is not a healthy child. Such abuse and exploitation has huge implications for the long-term health and development of millions of children.” 


Noting the World Health Day theme of “Healthy Environments for Children,” Ms. Bellamy said governments and communities had to address both the physical environment in which children spend their days, and the “protective” environment that is essential to keeping every child out of harm’s way.

“Children must have every chance to survive and thrive,” she added. “The risks that jeopardize the health and well-being of children must not be limited to diseases and infections. Children must live in a protective environment that fortifies them against exploitation in the same way that good health and nutrition fortify them against disease.” 

UNICEF noted that the fundamental environmental health risks included poor sanitation, unclean water, inadequate hygiene, pollution, and other environmental hazards that could lead to fatal diseases such as malaria, diarrhoea and acute respiratory infection. But a “protective environment” was just as crucial to their health and development in shielding them from “the silent dangers,” it added. 

“Children have the right to an environment that safeguards them not only against disease, but against ill-treatment,” Ms. Bellamy said. 

Tens of millions of children suffer severe abuse and violence each year, the agency noted. In the last decade, millions of children have died as a result of conflicts, while over the same period 6 million have been injured or disabled in wars.

An estimated 300,000 children are being used as child soldiers, including girls used as sex slaves and exposed to diseases such as HIV, while over 180 million children are engaged in hazardous child labour and some 5.7 million are enslaved in bonded labour. An estimated 100 million girls and women have endured genital mutilation, usually carried out in childhood or adolescence, it added.

“The fact that these abuses still exist is a manifestation of the world’s systematic failure to protect those who are most defenceless,” Ms. Bellamy said. “All children have a right to grow up in an environment that ensures their protection.”

Noting that globally, nearly 11 million children die before their fifth birthday – overwhelmingly from causes that are preventable and treatable – Ms. Bellamy said children face serious environmental health hazards in the very places where they are thought to be most safe: the school and the community. Most schools in the developing world lack basic sanitary facilities and sources of potable water, while open sewage, unsafe disposal of domestic and industrial waste, and pollution of sources of water supply expose children to a host of dangers in the very places where they play, she added. 

* * *

Population

4 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, Jeffrey Sachs, today said the current unprecedented population explosion is one of the greatest challenges the world faces in achieving sustainable development.

“Success in population policy will translate into success in many other areas we care about,” Mr. Sachs said in the Rafael Salas Memorial Lecture at UN Headquarters in New York. The lecture series was initiated in 1989 in tribute to Mr. Salas, who headed the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) from its creation until his death in 1987.

According to Mr. Sachs, countries with high fertility and mortality are often stuck in extreme poverty. Speeding transition in those countries to low mortality and fertility rates should be a central pillar of their development strategies if they are to meet the Millennium Development Goals – a set of time-bound and measurable goals endorsed by all UN Member States in September 2000.

Mr. Sachs also said that bringing about this change was not an unattainable ambition but “a dynamic process that has shown remarkable success under UN leadership.” There is broad-based evidence, according to the Special Adviser, on how best to speed the demographic transition with basic components, such as the extension of reproductive health and family planning services to the entire population, including the poorest families, and the empowerment of women in school, politics and the labour force.

* * *

UNICEF

4 April – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), in conjunction with a leading pan-European children’s entertainment company, today launched an online campaign to collect pledges in support of the UN agency’s drive to get more girls into school.

The online pledge campaign was developed jointly as part of the overall partnership between UNICEF and Fox Kids Europe (FKE) to promote the “Go Girls! Education for Every Child” programme, a major part of the agency’s initiative to get more girls into school in 25 priority countries by 2005.

“Far too often, girls are denied the chance to go to school, to learn in a safe and protective environment, to be taught by well-trained teachers, to be treated fairly and as equals,” UNICEF Director of Communications Marjorie Newman-Williams said. “The pledge campaign calls on the world to help us give both boys and girls the same opportunities.”

The pledge campaign has five points outlining what it takes to ensure every child has the best possible education: the best start in life, the best schools, the best teachers, safety, protection and fairness. To make a pledge, supporters can log on to any of the 12 dedicated and fully localized Fox Kids Cup micro sites worldwide.

Those interested will be able to make their pledge starting today until the Fox Kids Cup 2003 international finals, to be held from this 22 to 26 June in the Netherlands. UNICEF however plans to continue collecting pledges through various alternative methods over the next two years.

The Fox Kids Cup is a six-a-side football tournament for girls and boys under 13 years of age. It will be the biggest in its history with close to one million players taking part. FKE and UNICEF first teamed up last year to promote the Say Yes for Children campaign, an initiative in which over 94 million people pledged support for 10 basic principles to protect and improve the lives of children.

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by

     Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Iraq -- Humanitarian

           A small United Nations humanitarian assistance team went to the southern Iraqi town of Umm Qasr today, to

     make a first evaluation of local water, sanitation and food needs, as well as the condition of the port.  The team will

     return to Kuwait this evening.

           Also today, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is sending

     six trucks to the outskirts of south Basra, marking the first time that the trucking operation it has been using has

     reached that far inside Iraq.  Eleven trucks in all made their way today across the Kuwaiti border, to deliver UNICEF

     supplies to the towns of Safwan and Zubair, as well as to the southern fringes of Basra.  The trucks are bringing

     supplies of water and emergency health kits.

           Meanwhile, a World Food Programme (WFP) convoy carrying about 475 tonnes of flour aboard 19 trucks

     headed this afternoon towards the Turkish border with Iraq, to provide food for the three northern governorates, which,

     unlike the rest of Iraq, had not received wheat flour rations through the distribution system in March.  The WFP says

     that wheat flour stocks have all been used up in the northern governorate of Dohuk, and are negligible in the other two,

     Erbil and Sulayminiyah.

           The World Health Organization (WHO) is receiving reports of growing numbers of civilian casualties, in and

     around Baghdad, Basra and many other towns in southern and central Iraq.  The WHO is deeply concerned that

     injuries suffered as a direct result of the Iraq conflict are the number one public health problem in Iraq today.  The WHO

     again reminds all parties to the conflict of their obligations under humanitarian law to respect the neutrality of civilians

     and especially that of hospitals, health workers and the entire medical infrastructure.

           We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Amman, Jordan.

           **World Food Programme

           James Morris, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme, today welcomed the response by the

     international community to the agency’s emergency appeal for $1.3 billion for Iraq.  In the first five days since the

     appeal was launched, the agency received more than $270 million and 100,000 metric tonnes of wheat.  “This is the

     best possible start to the biggest single appeal in the WFP's 40-year history”, he said.  We have a press release with

     more details.

           **Iraq –- Secretary-General meetings

           The Secretary-General today will be wrapping up his effort, conducted throughout this week, to brief all the

     Member States about the current

     humanitarian situation in Iraq and to exchange views with them.  He’s just finished a meeting with the African Group,

     taking place in Conference Room One.  Then, from 4 to 5 this afternoon, he will meet with the Latin American and

     Caribbean Group in Conference Room Five.

           By the end of today, then, he will have met with all five regional groups at the United Nations, as well as with

     the Arab Group.  As you’ll recall, he also met the members of the Security Council at lunch at his office on

     Wednesday, also to discuss Iraq.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding an open meeting on “Threats to International Peace and Security Caused by

     Terrorist Acts”.  United Kingdom Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock, in his capacity as the Chairman of the

     Counter-Terrorism Committee, briefed the meeting for the last time before handing over the chairmanship to Spanish

     Ambassador Inocencio Arias.

     The meeting began with 30 speakers on the list.

           Council members expressed their gratitude for Ambassador Greenstock’s chairmanship of the Committee and

     paid tribute to his work over the past

     18 months.  A Presidential Statement on the work of the Committee and a press statement paying tribute to the

     outgoing Chairman are expected to be read by Council President, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico. 

     Following that open meeting, the Council has scheduled another to vote on a resolution involving adjustments to the

     size of the United Nations Mission of Support in East Timor.

           **Security Council -- Somalia

           Then in the afternoon, following the two meetings, the Security Council sanctions committee on Somalia is

     scheduled to meet in Conference Room 7. 

           **UNIKOM

           Following yesterday’s Security Council briefing on the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission

     (UNIKOM) -- which currently is maintaining a presence of 12 military officers and 20 civilian staff, supported by some

     local staff, in Kuwait City -- the members of the Council agreed with the

     Secretary-General’s recommendation to maintain a peacekeeping presence for

     three months.

           In a letter to the Secretary-General, the Council members noted that UNIKOM is currently unable to fulfil its

     mandate as a result of the situation on the ground.  They agreed to maintain the Mission’s presence until 6 July,

     subject to any further decisions the Council may take on its mandate.

           **Liberia -- Humanitarian

           The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees reports that its operations for refugees from the Ivoirian

     conflict in Liberia are now severely hampered by an upsurge of recent fighting in the eastern border regions.  Most of

     the United Nations refugee agency’s staff -– except for those hired locally

     –- have been pulled out of eastern Liberia.  This follows generalized violence and two attacks on areas where the

     UNHCR operates transit centres.  The fighting has made nearly all eastern regions inaccessible to humanitarian

     agencies.

           In the briefing note from the UNHCR, you can read more about the plight of the thousands who have been

     forced to flee as a result of the recent fighting and the efforts being made to assist them.

           **South Africa

           A joint report on corruption by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the South African

     Government was presented to that country’s Parliament earlier this week, and it says that four in ten South Africans

     believe that corruption is one of most important problems to be addressed there.

           The report says that South Africa contributes actively and substantially to international and regional

     anti-corruption efforts and that the country is improving in terms of anti-corruption legislation, although it still lacks a

     comprehensive, specific law on that subject.  It says South Africa requires major efforts in public education and

     systematic prevention of corruption.

     We have a press release from Vienna with more details.

           **UNICEF

           The United Nations Children's Fund, in conjunction with Fox Kids Europe television network, has launched an

     online campaign to support UNICEF's

     “Go Girls! Education for Every Child” campaign.  The online pledge campaign has a five-point pledge, which outlines

     what it will take to ensure the best possible education, and that includes the best start in life, the best schools, the

     best teachers and safety, protection and fairness.  We have a press release on that.

           **UNFPA Lecture

           At 4:30 this afternoon in the Trusteeship Council Chamber, Jeffrey Sachs, the Secretary-General’s Special

     Adviser on the Millennium Goals, will deliver the United Nations Population Fund’s eighth Rafael Salas Memorial

     Lecture on population and development.  Sachs will look at the effect on economic development of the shift from high

     mortality and high fertility rates to low mortality and fertility.  A speedy transition to lower mortality and fertility rates

     will help countries achieve the Millennium Goals of poverty alleviation.  You are all invited to attend.

           **Budget

           Today, Uzbekistan became the seventieth Member State to pay its regular budget contribution in full with

     payment of more than $148,000.

           **Week Ahead at United Nations

           And we have the Week Ahead for you to help you prepare your work for next week.

           That’s all I have.  Okay, I hope you’ll have a quiet weekend.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Fred, as humanitarian operations gear up, is the

     Secretary-General concerned that the United States humanitarian operation is being run by the Department of

     Defense?

           Spokesman:  We have issued guidelines -- I think that was mentioned at the supplementary briefing that we

     had here earlier this week on the “oil-for-food” programme -- guidelines on relations with the military.  And in short, it

     says that the international community -- and that includes not only United Nations agencies, but also

     non-governmental organizations -- would rely on the military for delivery of goods only as a last resort.

           So, our preference is to work on our own among civilians for the delivery of aid.  That said, in the current

     situation where the military are in control, and here I’m talking either about the Iraqi military or the coalition forces,

     those who exercise de facto control over the territory, have primary responsibility for the well-being of the civilian

     population.  So, we’d expect aid to be brought in to those populations, as needed, by whoever is in control on the

     ground.  Does that answer your question or not quite?  Okay.

           Question:   Fred, can those rules be changed as the situation evolves?  Because it seems to me that you

     have some sort of, I’d really not say “hostility” toward the occupying power, but some type of neutral situation which

     you will not be able to satisfy while they’re established there.

           Spokesman:  No, our intention is to try to run a totally civilian aid operation.  And that’s standard procedure,

     not just in this conflict, but in all conflicts.  In Bosnia, for the longest time we tried to carry out an aid operation in

     wartime conditions, and it was only well into that conflict that, out of necessity, we accepted military escorts for

     certain aid convoys.

     So, it’s always as a last resort that we rely on the military.

           Question:   I have some news from parts of Baghdad where buildings are damaged and so on.  There is some

     smell there of the dead bodies and so on.

     Is there any possibility for the United Nations to do something, because people are afraid to go near these dead bodies

     and environments and what have you?

     Can anything be done to minimize this bombardment, so the people can bury their dead and so on?

           Spokesman:  We will just repeat our appeals to the combatants to do everything possible to limit collateral

     civilian casualties.  We’re entering what may be a very intense, and perhaps the most intense phase of the war, when

     concern about civilians is at its height, I would say.  But in war conditions, there is very little that we, the international

     community, can do to bring relief to the areas where there is intense fighting.

           Question:   Fred, if there’s a new government established by the occupying power in Baghdad in the next 48

     hours, and Ambassador Aldouri here is declared persona-non-grata without having the coordination of his Government

     in Baghdad,

     what will be the position of the Secretariat regarding the Headquarters agreement?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know about the Headquarters agreement.  First, that’s a hypothetical question.  But I

     don’t know whether you’re asking about the credentials of the Ambassador?

           Question:   Yes, because if there’s a new government in Iraq in the next 48 hours, I am sure the Americans

     are going to declare him persona-non-grata.  So...

           Spokesman:  That’s speculative, but all credentials matters are handled by the Credentials Committee of the

     General Assembly and it’s through that Committee that credentials are accorded to delegations.  So, I think you’ll just

     have to wait to see how whatever situation emerges is handled by the

     General Assembly.

           Question:   Is there any (inaudible) of any move or communication of the General Assembly?

           Spokesman:  What, the Credentials Committee?

           Question:   No, no, for this question.  Because the Secretary-General talked about the General Assembly,

     that it did not have any information on that yesterday?

           Spokesman:  Is there any move for the General Assembly to meet on the question of Iraq?  Well, you’re

     probably aware of discussions that have been taking place among regional groups or other groupings of States.  But,

     as of yesterday, there was no formal move to convene the Assembly on this subject.

           Question:   Does the Secretary-General have any view on that?

           Spokesman:  This is a matter for Member States.  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *_________________________________________________________________________________________



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Uranium" ��XINHUA NEWS AGENCY - UNEP recommends study of depleted uranium in Iraq� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Apes" ��The Guardian Wipe out warning on great apes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Development" ��UNWIRE - Sustainable development�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Land" ��IRIN News - More people are relying on less productive land�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nature" ��The Independent (Bangladesh) - Nature in Peril�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Elephants" ��ENS - Poachers Shoot Down Seven Ugandan Elephants�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecosystems" ��Canada Newswire - Ecosystems and Human Health MontrDeal to Host the World's First Such Forum


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshes" ��VOA - Will Mesopotamian Marshes Disappear?�


*UN Analysts cite health threat (This story appeared in several publications)
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