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US blocks plans to strengthen UNEP

BYLINE: Compiled by Sarah Sabaratnam

BODY:
FRIENDS of the Earth International last week denounced United States efforts to undermine concrete proposals to strengthen the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), made during Asia's first Global Ministerial Environment Forum.

Some 90 ministers participated in the meeting on the island of Jeju in South Korea.

All countries present but one, the US, seemed united in their recognition that UNEP is currently too small, too weak, too ineffective and too badly funded to deal effectively with the wide range of global environmental problems the world is facing. 

US delegates in Jeju blocked practically every concrete proposal to strengthen this UN institution, making the outcome of this ministerial meeting effectively meaningless.
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This Day

US, UK, 9 Others receive temporary exemption to toxic substance ban
Environment
By Nneoma Ukeje-Eloagu (in Washington DC)
An intergovernmental meeting on the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer has granted limited "critical use exemptions" to 11 developed countries facing a year-end deadline for phasing out the toxic pesticide methyl bromide.

At the meeting, which ended Friday, Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Greece, Italy, Japan, Portugal, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States were granted exemptions. 

The exemptions are intended to give farmers, fumigators and other users of methyl bromide some additional time to adopt cost-effective substitutes for this ozone-destroying substance, which is used to eliminate pests in such crops as tomatoes, strawberries, melons, peppers, cucumbers and flowers. 

Methyl bromide is used as a fumigant for high-value crops, for pest control and for the quarantine treatment of agricultural commodity exports, UNEP said.

Meanwhile, any destruction of the stratospheric ozone layer allows ultra-violet-C (UV-C) and increased levels of UV-B radiation to reach the Earth's surface. 

Possible dangers to human beings from UVs include more melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancers, more eye cataracts and weakened immune systems, according to UNEP. 

Risks to animal and plant life include reduced plant yields, injury to ocean ecosystems and reduced fishing yields, adverse general effects on animals and damage to plastics. 

At the talks on the 1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, the requests to employ methyl bromide for "certain critical uses" after the phase-out date of 1 January 2005 for industrialized countries came from twelve countries including Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Greece, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States, said the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) .

The requests for exemptions from the 12 countries total some 17,000 tons. Of this amount, the UNEP Technology and Economics Assessment Panel (TEAP) is recommending approval of 12,900 tons.

The Parties to the Protocol met last November in Nairobi, Kenya, to consider the exemptions, but were unable to finalize a list. 

"The high demand for exemptions to the methyl bromide phase-out shows that governments and the private sector will have to work much harder to speed up the development and spread of ozone-friendly replacements," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

"The best way for Governments to protect the integrity of the 

Montreal Protocol - one of the most successful and important international treaties ever adopted - is to send a powerful signal to both producers and users that methyl bromide does not have a future," he said. 

Like chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which were almost entirely phased out by developed countries in 1996, methyl bromide damages the stratospheric ozone layer that protects all living things from too much solar radiation. 

Increased radiation leads to more skin cancers and eye cataracts while damaging plants and animals, including the plankton that sustains the marine food chain. 

Under the Montreal Protocol, developed countries had agreed to reduce methyl bromide by 25 per cent by 1999 (compared to 1991 levels), 50 per cent by 2001, 70 per cent by 2003 and 100 per cent by 1 January 2005. 

For developing countries (which have contributed much less to the problem of ozone depletion), the schedule started with a 2002 freeze (at average 1995-98 levels) and continues with reductions reaching 100 per cent by 2015.

In 1997 total world consumption was 37,640 tons, of which 75 per cent was used in the developed countries. The figure dropped to 15,073 tons in 2002, about half of which was used by the developed countries, UNEP said. 

The agency predicted that the ozone layer would return to normalcy in about 50 years, but only if the Montreal Protocol's phase-out schedules were fully respected. 

ENS

Demand for Brazilian Beef Blamed for Amazon Deforestation 
BOGOR, Indonesia, April 6, 2004 (ENS) - Rapid growth in the Brazilian beef industry is responsible for much of the recent spike in the destruction of the Amazon rainforest, according to a report by the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) based in Indonesia. The report comes amid new evidence that the rate of Amazon deforestation is at a record high. 

"This research provides the first substantial data to support recent speculation about the role international demand for Brazilian beef is playing in Brazil's skyrocketing deforestation rate," says David Kaimowitz, director general of CIFOR and one of the report's authors. "In a nutshell, cattle ranchers are making mincemeat out of Brazil's Amazon rainforests." 

Kaimowitz notes that the Brazilian government's Space Research Institute (INPE) is expected to shortly issue satellite images that show the Amazon rainforest disappearing at an alarming rate. The images are expected to show the continuation of the trend reported in 2003, when INPE released figures showing a 40 percent increase in deforestation over the 2002 figure. 

Preliminary indications suggest the latest figures will be equal to or greater than the extremely high figure of 2.5 million hectares reported last year. 
The world's demand for beef is fueling the destruction of the Amazon rainforest. (Photo courtesy Factory Farm Project)
From 1990 to 2000, the total area of forest lost in the Amazon rose from 41.5 million hectares to 58.7 million hectares. 

Many environmentalists have shown justifiable concern about the expansion of soybean cultivation and logging in the Amazon, the report says, but that explains "only a small percentage of total deforestation." 

Much of the Amazon rainforest destroyed in the past decade has become pasture, according to CIFOR's report "Hamburger Connection Fuels Amazon Destruction." The full version of the report will be released in mid-2004. 

The report looks at the deforestation figures in concert with the massive surge in the Brazilian Amazon's cattle population, which has more than doubled from 26 million head in 1990 to 57 million in 2002. Brazil's beef exports have increased more than five times in the last six years. 

The jump in the worldwide demand for Brazilian beef has been brought on by several factors, CIFOR researchers say, among them concerns regarding the threat of mad cow disease in several other cattle producing countries such as the United States, Canada and the UK. 

The report notes that the Brazilian cattle industry has also benefited from a recent devaluation of the Brazilian currency and a decrease in the nation's incidence of foot-and-mouth disease. 

Between 1990 and 2001 the percentage of Europe's processed meat imports that came from Brazil rose from 40 to 74 percent. Markets in Russia and the Middle East are also responsible for much of this new demand for Brazilian beef. Recently certified free of foot-and-mouth disease, beef from Brazil is considered preferable to beef from other regions where cases of mad cow disease have been identified. 

"Brazil's success in combating foot-and-mouth disease may be good news for the cows, but it is bad news for the forest," Kaimowitz said. 

In 1995, Brazil exported less than $500 million of beef - its 2003 total was three times that amount. 

And the volume of exports between 1997 and 2003 increased more than five-fold, from 232,000 to nearly 1.2 million metric tons. 

Some 80 percent of the growth in the cattle industry was in the Amazon, according to the report. 

CIFOR's researchers say ranching is particularly profitable in the Amazon because the price of land is low. 

"These prices remain very low in part because farmers find it easy to illegally occupy government land without being prosecuted, and to deforest areas much greater than the 20 percent of their farms currently permitted by law," the report said. 

The forestry research group praises a deforestation action plan announced in March by Brazil's President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva but report coauthor and CIFOR researcher Benoit Mertens cautions that limiting the negative impact on Brazilian rainforests will require "a massive effort." 
One fifth of all the birds and plants on Earth evolved in the Amazon Basin. (Photo courtesy Rainforest Action Network)
"The international and domestic market forces currently promoting the cattle-driven deforestation described in this report are much stronger than ever," Mertens said. "Even with the most determined policy response, it might be hard to decisively curb deforestation." 

Brazil's plan commits the government to spending $135 million on activities designed to reduce deforestation, including better planning for land use, greater enforcement of laws regarding deforestation and the illegal occupation of government lands, and improved monitoring of deforestation. There will be more detailed reviews of public infrastructure investments, greater support for indigenous territories and community forestry, increased support for sustainable agriculture, and greater control over credit for ranchers, the Brazilian government promised. 

The Lula government has pledged to carry out these objectives with the coordinated power of 12 government ministries. 

"The government's approach goes in the right direction, but unless urgent action is taken, the Brazilian Amazon could lose an additional area the size of Denmark over the next 18 months," Mertens said. "Any steps to effectively tackle Brazil's deforestation problem will require high level attention, and a number of additional measures, more funds, and greater coordination between and within the key ministries." 

CIFOR employs over 150 staff at its headquarters in Bogor, Indonesia and at its regional offices in Brazil, Cameroon and Zimbabwe. Governed by an international board of trustees with 15 members from 12 countries, CIFOR is one of the 16 Future Harvest Centers supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research.
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UN or UNEP in the news

U.N.: Garbage threatening beauty of islands 
ABS CBN News, 1 April 2004  - Quezon City,Philippines - SOGWIPO, South Korea - Garbage and untreated sewage threaten the beauty of small island nations that rely on tourism, environmental officials said Tuesday. 
Rising sea levels, over-fishing and water shortages already trouble the Maldives, Barbados, Tuvalu and 42 other member states of the association of small island states. 

"It has tremendous health and tremendous economic impact," said the head of United Nations Environment Program's Global Program of Action on the marine environment, Veerle Vandeweerd. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/NewsStory.aspx?section=SCIENCE&oid=48210 

UNEP to Establish Joint Dust Monitoring Network

Korea Times - Seoul,South Korea - CHEJU - To contain the intensifying dust and sand storms plaguing the Northeast Asian region, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said Wednesday it ...

http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/nation/200403/kt2004033117391911990.htm
TOURISM trashes island nations

Taipei Times - Taipei,Taiwan

... waste. Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In ...

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/world/archives/2004/03/31/2003108551
THREATENED Pacific islands drowning in rubbish

The Age - Melbourne,Victoria,Australia, 2 April 2004 - ... region. Litter and waste disposal was a universal problem on Pacific islands and in many other paradise nations, UNEP found. Rubbish ...

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/04/01/1080544627855.html
PREPARATIONS in full swing for int'l environment conference in ...

Xinhua – China - กกXIAMEN, April 3 (Xinhuanet) -- Senior officials from the United Nations

Environment Program (UNEP) arrived Saturday in Xiamen city,east China's Fujian ...

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/03/content_1399640.htm
BARBARA Sumner Burstyn: Profit comes before preserving the planet

New Zealand Herald - Auckland,New Zealand

... And that a United Nations Environment Programme report says coal-fired

power stations now account for 70 per cent of new, quantified man-made

mercury emissions ...

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3558809&thesection=news&thesubsection=dialogue 

INDIA : Science & Technology > GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE AND OUR ...

New Kerala - Ernakulam,Kerala,India

... World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in 1988 jointly founded an International Panel on Climate change (IPCC). ...

http://www.newkerala.com/news-daily/news/features.php?action=fullnews&id=8839
DUST and Sand Storms Grow in Scale

Chosun Ilbo - South Korea

... At UNEP's Global Ministerial Environment Forum held recently in the Korean resort island of Jeju, ministers from Korea, China, Japan, and Mongolia sat down for ...

http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/200404/200404050007.html
EBTEKAR calls UNEP meeting "positive"

IranMania News - Iran

... day World Environmental Minister's meeting as well as the 8th special session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment program (UNEP) in the ...

http://www.iranmania.com/News/ArticleView/Default.asp?NewsCode=23760&NewsKind=Business%20%26%20Economy 

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –7 April 2004

UN or UNEP in the news
International Conference on Environment to be held in Xiamen

China Environment News 2004-4-7

The 2nd International Conference on Environment will be jointly held by UNEP, SEPA and Xiamen Municipal Government, 12-15 October 2004 in Xiamen city, Fujian Province, China. The conference aims at exploring the sustainable options for addressing environmental problems. The topics include environment and health, economic and social benefits of the environment, technologies for pollution control and policies, etc. It was expected that about 500 participants will attend this conference. The 1st International Conference on Environment was held in October 2003 in Beijing. As a follow-up activity of the 1st conference, the conference would be held every 3 years in different cities of China.

General Environment News
Four Chinese heritage sites conferred World Heritage Certificate 

Xinhuanet, People’s Daily 2004-4-7

Four Chinese heritage sites were conferred with a World Heritage Certificate by UNESCO on Tuesday. The four sites are the confluence of three major rivers in southwest China's Yunnan province, Yungang Buddhist Grottoes in north China's Shanxi province, and two mausoleums of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) in Beijing and Nanjing respectively. So far, a total of 29 heritage sites in China have been listed on UNESCO's World Heritage List. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/07/content_1404627.htm
  
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

Environment related news

Le Figaro, 6 avril : Huit Etats membres de l'UE épinglés pour excès de soufre de leurs carburants

BRUXELLES (AFP) - La Commission européenne a une nouvelle fois rappelé à l'ordre lundi huit Etats membres de l'UE, dont la France et l'Allemagne, pour qu'ils respectent la législation européenne sur les essences et carburants diesel à faible teneur en soufre. 

Outre les deux poids lourds de l'Union, les autres pays visés sont la Belgique, les Pays-Bas, l'Autriche, l'Italie, le Portugal et la Suède.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040405135226.i7vwigzm.html
Also in FT today: OECD countries fail to meet environment goals http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=040406000962&query=OECD+countries+fail+to+meet+environment+goals&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Le Figaro, 6 avril :Le Canada va tuer 19 millions d'oiseaux

Alors que le Vietnam et le Texas affirment que l'épidémie de grippe aviaire est jugulée sur leur territoire, l'ouest du Canada fait face depuis la fin de la semaine à une propagation rapide de l'épizootie. En réponse aux vives inquiétudes de l'industrie, le ministre canadien de l'Agriculture, Bob Speller, a annoncé hier une mesure drastique pour contrer l'expansion du virus : l'abattage des 19 millions d'oiseaux (poulets, dindes, canards, oies et pigeons) de la vallée du Fraser, dans le sud de la Colombie-Britannique, ce qui représente 80 % du secteur aviaire de la province. Une mesure proposée dès vendredi par les producteurs de la région, dans une tentative désespérée pour sauver leur industrie d'un milliard de dollars (640 millions d'euros). En échange de ce «dépeuplement organisé», ils demandent au gouvernement fédéral un programme d'aide similaire à celui accordé aux agriculteurs ruinés par la vache folle. Le gouvernement y réfléchit.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=192072
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE – 7 April 2004

Syria

The Syrian Environmental Association : Together .. for a Clean Environment 
The Syrian Environment Association is a,non governmental organization , established in 2001 with a mission to call for the creation of a clean and healthy environment through volunteer social work and through exerting efforts to raise the level of environment awareness , which depends on work ethics, responsible citizenship and respect for the self and others

http://www.teshreen.com/syriatimes/_economi.asp?FileName=20040406065432
Yemen

Coral reefs: Treasures in tropical waters

Corals are characterized by vivid colors ranging through an extraordinary variety of pastel and solid hues. Coral reefs consist of the accumulation of coral skeletons, usually living five to six meters below the surface of the sea, although some varieties grow deeper.
 
They are most plentiful in the tropical belt between latitudes 30 degrees north and 30 degrees south. Ideal temperature for the growth of coral ranges between 25-29 degrees centigrade.

Reefs grow vertically at a very slow pace, with an annual rate of 0.7 cm. They continue growing for hundreds of years, making them among the animal kingdom’s most long-lived species. Corals cover a total area of about 660,000 square kilometers, roughly 0.2% of the world’s seas and oceans.

Corals have many shapes, ranging from round and smooth, to spongy, bunchy, or finger-like. 

Interestingly, one square kilometer of reefs produces annually around 35 tons of fish. Moreover, they protect shores from fierce waves.

Coral reefs in the Red Sea
It has long been held that 200 species of hard coral live in the Red Sea, representing eight families. Through extensive study, this figure has recently been raised to more than 250 species. 

Yemeni coastal waters have an abundance of coral reefs. Most predominantly, these include coral outcrops in Kamaran Bay, which stand by the themselves and are randomly distributed, marginal coral reefs in the form of a coral pavement running parallel to the coastline to the west of Ras Issa and south of Al-Erj, Dhubab, Saqra and Balhaf, and bottom corals living on rocky sea floor and in shallow waters near Al-Khawkha, south of Al-Hodeidah, and off Hunaish Island.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_428.html
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE 
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Jordan

WESCANA regional office relocated to Jordan

[image: image1.jpg]



Minister of Environment Alia Hattough-Bouran, Minister of Water and Irrigation and acting Minister of Planning Hazem Nasser and IUCN Director General Achim Steiner at the openng of the fifth IUCN Regional Conservation Forum on Monday (Petra photo)

The World Conservation Union (IUCN), one of the largest international environmental protection groups, announced on Monday plans to move the location of its regional office for the West and Central Asia and North Africa (WESCANA) region to Jordan. 

During the opening ceremony of the fifth IUCN Regional Conservation Forum yesterday, Minister of Environment Alia Hattough-Bouran and IUCN Director General Achim Steiner signed an agreement to launch the new office, slated to open in the next few months. 

The office is designed to develop water projects and advocate sustainable development schemes that aim at supporting local communities in the Kingdom as well as the region. 

Bouran said the agreement marks a “pivotal development” in the WESCANA programme with the relocation of its regional office from IUCN headquarters in Switzerland to Amman.

 Minister of Water and Irrigation and Acting Minister of Planning Hazem Nasser, who was also one of the signatories, said the government would provide financial and technical support to the office for the next five years. 

The minister said the IUCN selected Jordan, which was considered as a drought-stricken country in late 1990s, as host country, for its effective water-rationing policies and serious efforts throughout the past years to overcome its water problems. “Despite the fact that Jordan is one of the world's 10 poorest countries in terms of water resources, we have managed to spread awareness about the importance of water conservation to 99 per cent of the population,” Nasser told the environmental community taking part in the meeting. 

The forum, which runs through Wednesday, is held to strengthen knowledge and networking for biodiversity conservation and sustainable development in the WESCANA region.

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews6.htm

Qatar

Abandoned crusher to be removed

THE Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves (SCENR) has initiated action to remove an old and abandoned stone crusher at the Al-Rafa area in Shahaniya, an official said yesterday. 
Talal al-Nuaimi, deputy director of the Environment Monitoring and Conservation Centre at the SCENR, told reporters that the action was part of cleaning the environment, which is an ongoing process. 
The council is constantly engaged in maintaining the desert and land areas. It also clears water from inundated areas to restore the original vegetation, Talal said. 

The council has undertaken a survey of the entire desert area to draw up a priority list for areas that run the risk of being affected by natural calamities, he disclosed. 
It is doing its utmost to improve the Al-Rafa and Zubara areas in order to restore its natural flora and fauna, Talal said.

http://www.gulf-times.com/
Syria

The 4th Syrian International Oil and Gas, and first International Environment exhibitions

Under the patronage of the prime minister Naji al-Otri the 4th Syrian International Oil and Gas Exhibition and the Syrian first International Environment exhibition will be opened on April 5 through 8 at the New Damascus International Fairground

http://www.teshreen.com/syriatimes/_economi.asp?FileName=20040404071329
Yemen

Study of planned water network upgrades

A study of the second phase of Dhamar’s Water and Sanitation Project is nearing completion; the project has a preliminary cost of US $34 Million and will feature major expansions of the sanitation network. 

Deputy Assistant Governor of Dhamar Abdul-Rahman Al-Wajih and the General Manager of the Water and Sanitation Office called for the quick completion of the study during their opening speeches at a workshop held in Dhamar last Sunday.

The workshop discussed structural reforms and the rule of the local council in water and sanitation. More than 40 representatives from the corporation, local councils, the Ministries of Health and Information, women’s societies and religious preachers participated in the workshop.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_431.html
Sana’a to host regional conference on renewable energy

Ministerial delegations from countries of the Middle East and North Africa region including Iran are currently being invited to attend a regional preparatory meeting in Sana’a from April 21-22 for the Bonn Renewable Energy Conference set for June 1-4, 2004 in Germany. The conference, jointly organised by the Ministry of Water & Environment and Ministry of Electricity, is based on an initiative funded by the Governments of Yemen and Germany.

HE Jürgen Trittin, German Minister of Environment, accompanied by a delegation of private sector and NGO representatives, will visit Yemen on the occasion of the conference. 

The decision to host the conference was agreed between the Yemeni and German delegations to the UN-backed climate change conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia earlier this year. It aims to increase regional cooperation in the field of Renewable Energy. Like similar meetings for other regions (e.g. South America hosted by Brazil, Africa hosted by Kenya, Europe hosted by Germany, and Southeast Asia hosted by Thailand) it is expected that the meeting will provide a platform to agree on a joint declaration. This declaration and other outcomes will be presented during the June Conference in Bonn, Germany.

Amongst the invited countries are: Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, the UAE, Germany and other European countries. Invited organizations include the EU, UNEP, UNDP, UNIDO, ESCWA, WB, GEF, IEA, WREC, WWI and the Club of Rome.

On the importance of the conference, Minister of Water & Environment Dr. Mohamed L. Al-Eryani stated: “Especially in the Middle East and North Africa Region, situated in the so-called sunbelt of the earth, solar and wind energy may contribute significantly towards the future sustainable development of the region.”

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_429.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Secretary-General Travels
The Secretary-General left Russia earlier today, and is scheduled to arrive in Geneva shortly, if he hasn’t already done so.  As you know, tomorrow, he is scheduled to deliver a major speech, outlining a strategy for the prevention of genocide, at the Human Rights Commission, on the tenth anniversary of the start of the genocide in Rwanda.

The Secretary-General had to cancel his official appointments today in Moscow, upon the advice of his doctors, following signs of a serious throat irritation.  He had been scheduled to meet with the UN Country Team, as well as the Chairman of the State Duma, Boris Gryzlov.

**Iraq
Turning to Iraq, his Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, is continuing his consultations in that country.  Today, he had the opportunity to meet separately with two more members of the Governing Council, Mahmoud Othman and Samir Sumaidaie.

And as part of his effort to listen to a wide scope of Iraqi society, Brahimi also met with a group representing women’s non-governmental organizations, as well as another group representing human rights advocates.  He held lengthy meetings with both of them during which they discussed their concerns for the transition of power, security, as well as transitional administration.

Later today, Mr. Brahimi was also scheduled to meet with a group of Iraqi academics.

**UNHCR
The UN refugee agency announced today out of Geneva that because of recent security incidents and tensions in southern Iraq they have temporarily interrupted their thrice-weekly convoys carrying refugees back from Iran into Iraq. 

On Monday, 495 refugees, including 117 persons from Nassariyah and the rest from elsewhere in the south, arrived back from Iran with a UNHCR-facilitated convoy, bringing the total of facilitated returns from Iran to over 5,000 people.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, the achievements of the Berlin Conference on Afghanistan were truly impressive, but more needs to be done to ensure that the Afghan peace process receives the support it needs, Under-Secretary-General for 

Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno told the Security Council earlier today.
Speaking at an open meeting of the Council, Mr. Guéhenno noted the very generous pledges the Afghan Government received in Berlin last week, as well as agreement there on a strong framework for regional cooperation in counter-narcotics work.
But he added that turning the tide of the drugs economy will take a concentrated effort and patience.  He also warned, the vast majority of Afghans remain convinced that, above all, elections require prior disarmament.  We have copies of his statement available upstairs.
Council members are currently discussing the Berlin Conference, and are expected to adopt a presidential statement at the end of this formal meeting.
This afternoon, the Council will meet again, but this time in closed consultations to discuss the situation in Guinea-Bissau.
The Secretary-General’s Representative in that country, David Stephen, is scheduled to brief them on the recent legislative elections there, which were declared by international observers to be “free, fair and transparent”.
David Stephen is available to come to the stakeout microphone outside the Council Chamber following consultations if you have any questions for him.
**Darfur - Humanitarian
Turning to Darfur, the UN Office in the Sudan is reporting that the situation in Darfur is not showing signs of improvement, and conditions are deteriorating in some areas.
With the continuing influx of internally displaced persons to urban areas, outbreaks of communicable diseases are increasing.  In one camp alone, 200 cases of measles have been confirmed.  Humanitarian agencies in Darfur are concerned that similar outbreaks could spread throughout the region. 
A lack of security and the limited capacity of humanitarian agencies leave aid groups unable to provide sufficient amounts of food, shelter, clean water and health care supplies.
**Darfur, Sudan – Human rights
Also on Darfur, a "fact-finding" mission on the human rights situation in that region is now under way.
The mission led by Bacre Waly Ndiaye, the Director of the Human Rights Office here in New York, today began its work in Chad, where they will interview refugees from Darfur, and visit the Sudan later.  The mission is expected to last about 10 days.
The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, initiated the mission to look into reports of systematic human rights abuses against the civilian population.
**Democratic Republic of Congo
In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, six South African peacekeepers serving with the UN Mission there died earlier today in an accident at Lake Kivu, 35 kilometres from Goma in the eastern part of the country. 
The accident occurred when the armoured personnel carrier in which 11 peacekeepers were travelling swerved to avoid an oncoming vehicle from the opposite direction and fell into the waters of Lake Kivu. 
Five peacekeepers were able to get out of the vehicle and one of them is reportedly in serious condition.
Efforts continue to find the bodies of those trapped inside the vehicle.
**Horn of Africa
Martti Ahtisaari, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Humanitarian Crisis in the Horn of Africa, today wrapped up a trip to Ethiopia.  He reviewed the situation there and focused on reducing food insecurity and vulnerability to future droughts.  We have a press release on his activities available upstairs.
**Kosovo – Criminal Codes
Turning to Kosovo, two new criminal codes –- the Provisional Criminal Code and the Provisional Criminal Procedure Code –- came into force in Kosovo today.
The two codes bring the law in Kosovo into greater conformity with regional and European standards, and they ensure consistency with modern principles of international law, in particular, international human rights law.
Harri Holkeri, the UN Special Representative in Kosovo, described the codes’ entry into force as “a crucial milestone” for Kosovo.
**Iran
Turning to Iran, Iran has agreed to accelerate its cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the Agency’s Director General Mohamed ElBaradei told reporters in Tehran today after a meeting with the head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran. 
Mr. ElBaradei said that a team of five IAEA inspectors would visit Iran from 12 April to verify that the country has met its commitment to suspend enrichment of uranium. 
The Director General is to meet President Mohammad Khatami later today.
**UNICEF/AIDS Agreement
The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is one of several bodies which today announced agreements that’ll make it possible for developing countries to buy high-quality AIDS medicines and diagnostics at the lowest available prices.  In many cases, these items will be available for more than 50 per cent less than current prices.  The other bodies involved in this programme are the Global Fund, the World Bank and the Clinton Foundation.  We have more details available upstairs.
**FAO – Cereal Stock
Turning to a food item:  the Food and Agriculture Organization said today that global cereal stocks will fall sharply again by the end of the 2003/2004 season. 
However, the report says world cereal production this year is forecast to increase by around 2 per cent, and that could help alleviate the tight global supply situation for the 2004/2005 season.
**Cyprus
And regarding Cyprus, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, spoke to reporters upon arriving at the airport in Larnaca today, saying he is aware that he comes back to the island at a very delicate moment.
He said that, with referenda on the plan on Cyprus scheduled for 24 April, the decision is now up to the people of Cyprus, and rightly so.  He said, “We have no intention of interfering in that democratic decision.”
He urged the people of Cyprus to read the plan, adding that, despite what has been reported in some quarters, the plan was improved, for both sides, in last week’s talks in Bürgenstock, Switzerland.
De Soto said, “Obviously the plan is a compromise – but it is a principled compromise.”
**Rwanda
And as we’ve told you, in Geneva tomorrow, the International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda is being observed.  The Secretary-General is expected to deliver his address following a moment of silence to be observed for the genocide victims.  And we will have embargoed copies of his speech available upstairs later today.
**Noon Briefing Tomorrow
And here in New York we will hold moment of silence at noon to mark the occasion.  UN staff will convene at the fountain outside, starting at 11:45 a.m., to pay respects to all those whose lives were lost in the genocide.  Because of that event, tomorrow’s briefing by the Spokesman’s Office will take place at  11:30 a.m..
That’s it from me.  Do you have any questions?  Edie?
**Questions and Answers

Question:   Steph, could you tell us whether Ambassador Brahimi has any plans to travel in Iraq and possibly, for instance, visit Ayatollah Sistani?
Associate Spokesman:  No, I don’t have any information on his upcoming plans.  The way we’ve been handling his visit is that we will release his day’s programme once it’s been completed.  And that’s mostly for security issues, which I think you can understand.  Yes, Bill?
Question:   The FT reported today that Spain’s new Foreign Minister said Monday that the UN must be given “absolute responsibility” for Iraq to restore the legitimacy there.  Is the UN making plans to assume absolute responsibility for Iraq?
Associate Spokesman:  I think that whatever responsibilities we would be given after 30 June would be up to the Security Council to decide in terms of a new mandate.
Question:   Can you foresee that the UN would take on a large responsibility; I mean would hundreds of UN staffers return to Iraq under current conditions?
Associate Spokesman:  I don’t want to speculate or foresee anything at this point. Edie?  Sorry, go ahead.
Question:   Currently, since Ambassador Brahimi and the electoral team are in Iraq, is there concern in light of the escalation in fighting about their security?
Associate Spokesman:  Their security is being supplied by the Coalition Provisional Authority; and we are constantly getting input for our own security assessment.  So, obviously that’s being looked at closely.  Richard?
Question:   How is the UN handling this request for documents by Congressman Hyde and hearings of his (inaudible) ... to the Senate?  What’s the latest?
Associate Spokesman:  We are working out the best way possible to deal with those enquiries as constructively as possible.  But there may be some constraints about how far the UN can go in handing over actual documents or providing sworn testimony to legislators of any Member State.  So, those are issues.  We’re studying Congressman Hyde’s letter and, obviously, there are some legal issues which have to be looked at which are currently being studied.
Question:   Have you made a decision on whether anyone will be able to testify?
Associate Spokesman:  No.  I think that will come under the heading of how we handle the request to provide sworn testimony.  So, those are issues that are being looked at.
Question:   Is that the legal team or the political team?  Who is looking at them?
Associate Spokesman:  A number of UN officials.  Obviously, it has legal and political implications, so it’s all being studied.  Bill?
Question:   Has the Governing Council or the Coalition Provisional Authority provided any documents to the United Nations for its inquiry into the oil-for-food programme and were requested by the Secretary-General? 
Associate Spokesman:  Not that I am aware, but let me try to get an update for you on that because I don’t want to give you a dated answer.
Question:   It’s been weeks, what is the latest on the black box from Canada considering that very quickly we learned that 30 minutes were in French?  I mean, there’s got to be a way by now to tell whether this box was in any way linked to the presidential plane crash.
Associate Spokesman:  Well I will ... (Interrupted)
Question:   ... can we, by tomorrow’s briefing, get an update?
Associate Spokesman:  Well, I will try my best.  Bill.
Question:   Would large numbers of UN international workers return to Iraq in the conditions where they had to be under tight security, you know, have armed guards encamping them round, and where they wouldn’t be free to move around the country and associate with the Iraqi people?
Associate Spokesman:  I’m sorry?  Is that a question?
Question:   Would the UN return with large numbers of people if they had to go around with people, you know, protecting them like they’re probably protecting Brahimi now?
Associate Spokesman:  I think decisions on how or when to return UN staff will be made when they need to be made.  I don’t want to speculate on how we would operate in an environment which may be different two months from now. 
Question:   Can we make a formal request for Louise Fréchette to appear here?
Associate Spokesman:  Noted.
Question:   Is Tun Myat off the payroll?  Is he gone?  Do you think he’s still in any way linked to the UN?  Is he here in New York, do you know?  
Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know, I’ll find out.  And the request for the Deputy Secretary-General would be on what issue?
Question:   Well, I think the Walzer report.
Associate Spokesman:  Okay.  Thank you very much.
* *** *
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