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MOU TO CONTROL ODS 

     The National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics will soon be signing a Memorandum of

      Understanding with the United Nations Environment Programme that will enable it to provide training for

      monitoring and control of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) and also carry out research and development

      in Ozone Science. 

      By signing the MoU, the National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics would become the nodal agency

      for training officials in South Asian and South-East Asian countries,'' said Member (P&V), Central Board of

      Excise and Customs, S.K. Bhardwaj, while inaugurating a workshop on "Monitoring and Control of Ozone

      Depleting Substances'' under way here. Organised by the National Academy of Customs, Excise and

      Narcotics in coordination with the Ozone Cell of the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests and the

      UNEP, the workshop aims at controlling the illegal trade of ODS. "We want to train the enforcing agencies of

      the Customs and national stakeholders and to familiarise them with the hazards of ozone depletion, like skin

      cancer, cataract, weakening of the immune system, serious damage to animals and plants and global

      warming,'' said Mr. Bhardwaj. 

      The workshop is being addressed by international experts of UNEP and is aimed at sensitising the officers

      about the urgent need to stop illegal trade with effective implementation of licensing.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent, Bangladesh

SRGB signs accord with AKG

ECONOMIC REPORTER

Country's leading management consulting house SRG Bangladesh Ltd (SRGB) has signed an agreement with Abul Khair Group( AKG),the leading business conglomerates of Bangldadesh. 

Under this agreement SRGB will provide technical assistance to two industrial units of Abul Khair Group: Abul Khair Steel Mills Ltd and Shah Cement Industries Ltd for implementation of cleaner production and energy efficiency (CP-EE) under Green House Gas Emission Reduction from Industry in Asia and the Pacific (GERIAP), a project of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) funded by Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA). SRGB will sign similar agreement with three more industries from Pulp and Paper, Fertiliser and Ceramic sectors of the country very soon.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

U.S. News & World Report

August 11, 2003

Water World

BYLINE: By Betsy Carpenter; Ilana Ozernoy

DATELINE: Chpeyshad, Southern Iraq

 Can Iraq's vast marshes be brought back to life?;

CHPEYSHAD, SOUTHERN IRAQ--The water in the marshes has been flowing for only a couple of months, but

      already Felah Abdul Hassan, 32, spends hours each day in a long, wooden canoe pursuing the fish that were

      once his livelihood. "When the main dam gate was opened, we were laughing from happiness," he says.

      Raised in what were once the Middle East's largest wetlands, Hassan witnessed their devastation after the

      1991 Persian Gulf War, when Saddam Hussein ordered them drained in part to punish Shiite Muslim marsh

      dwellers for rebelling against his rule. Now, after Saddam's defeat this spring, stretches of the former

      wetlands--said to have inspired the biblical story of Eden--are refilling, thanks to heavy rains earlier this

      year and to U.S. Army scientists and eager locals who opened floodgates and barrages. "Flowing water is to

      us flowing life," says Hassan, who dreams of one day returning to the life he once knew.

      It's unclear whether Hassan will be able to realize his dream, however. That's not for lack of concern on the

      part of the wider world. In the months leading up to the war, the plight of the Marsh Arabs became an

      international cause celebre, their forced exile a symbol of the sick excesses of Saddam's rule. Everyone from

      U.S. and United Nations officials to wetlands scientists and British peers decried the marshes' loss and

      pledged to work to revive them. 

      But restoring thousands of square miles of parched mud flats back into verdant marshes "isn't rocket

      science; it's far more complex," says Curtis Richardson, director of the Duke University Wetland Center.

      Throughout the former marshes, soils are heavily contaminated with salts and pesticides, wildlife has

      vanished, and native plants have given way to weedy invaders. These days there are other claimants to

      water from the Tigris and Euphrates, the main rivers feeding the marshes. And since the war, Iraq's many

      pressing needs, from security to reliable electricity, have stolen the spotlight from the marshes.

      Despite continuing violence in southern Iraq, groups are beginning to venture in to assess conditions on the

      ground. U.N. officials are gathering data for a comprehensive environmental report. Eden Again, a project

      devoted to marsh restoration that recently received a $ 1.3 million grant from the Italian government, will

      travel to Iraq next week to develop strategies for improving water quality in the marshlands. In June, a small

      team sponsored by the U.S. Agency for International Development spent two weeks surveying the damage

      and collecting water and soil samples. Says Richardson, a member of the team, "It's a very complex and

      difficult situation, but I do think there's hope."

      Before their exile, Marsh Arabs, also known as the Madan, had managed to sustain their way of life for 5,000

      years. Archaeologists excavating ancient Sumerian sites in southern Iraq have unearthed a 2-foot silver

      model of a sleek, high-prowed boat that closely resembles those used by the Madan. From ancient times,

      the marsh dwellers constructed elegant, arched houses almost entirely of reeds. Then, as in recent

      decades, villages seemed to float on water, each dwelling resting atop its own "island" built of alternating

      layers of well-trampled reeds and mud.

      A separate peace. Through the 1970s the Madan kept to themselves, hunting waterfowl, fishing, tending

      water buffaloes, and selling reed handicrafts. "The natural beauty of the place was hypnotic," wrote Gavin

      Young in his 1977 book, Return to the Marshes. "Black and white pied kingfishers dived for their prey all

      around us, clusters of storks arced high above, snow-white flotillas of stately pelicans fished the lagoons . .

      . . The reeds we passed through trembled or crashed with hidden wildlife: otters, herons, coot, warblers,

      gaudy purple gallinule, [and] pygmy cormorants." Indeed, the marshes were one of Eurasia's key wintering

      and staging areas for migratory waterfowl. They also served as a vital spawning ground for Persian Gulf

      fisheries and as a "kidney," cleansing silt and pollutants from water destined for the gulf.

      By the 1970s, dams and irrigation projects had encroached on the marshes, reducing both their overall

      acreage and the amount of sediment deposited during spring floods. But the pace of destruction accelerated

      dramatically in the early 1990s after the unsuccessful revolt against Baghdad. To rout out rebels who had

      hidden in the marshes, Saddam ordered his engineers to build a system of dams and canals aimed at drying

      up the lacework of waterways replenishing the wetlands.

      At the same time, he carried out a repressive campaign against the Marsh Arabs that was "as relentless and

      as brutal as that visited on the Kurds in the north," according to Human Rights Watch. Government forces

      tortured or executed thousands of marsh dwellers. They torched villages and crops, and slaughtered

      livestock. In less than a decade, 200,000 Marsh Arabs had fled, and the New Jersey-size mosaic of wetlands

      and lakes had been reduced to about one tenth its former size.

      "The areas [he] couldn't drain he poisoned," says Hassan Janabi, an Iraqi-Australian who recently joined the

      Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) in Baghdad as an adviser to the Iraqi Ministry of Irrigation. "Saddam

      dumped leftovers from the Gulf War in the rivers, like tanks and military scraps," he says. The regime also

      burned many marshlands, stripping away the soil's vital humus layer.

      Over time, stretches of marsh became contaminated with agricultural chemicals or frosted with salt crusts

      formed when brackish water dried up. Some animals that depended on the marshes may have gone extinct,

      including the bandicoot rat. Others, including the honey badger, jungle cat, striped hyena, and goitered

      gazelle, vanished from the region but survive elsewhere.

      Unspoiled. Luckily, Saddam didn't quite finish the job. The easternmost of the three main wetland areas, the

      Hawizeh marsh, was damaged in the 1980s during the Iran-Iraq War, and parts are still mined and

      dangerous. But a section of it remains pristine and could provide a valuable model for restoration efforts,

      says Suzie Alwash, senior project adviser for Eden Again.

      Another bright spot: Because the damage to the land is relatively recent, even parched areas may have

      intact sediment beds, which could hold seeds from the vanished marshes. This ecological legacy could be

      supplemented, says Alwash, by seeds and plants from the Hawizeh marsh. And because Saddam drained the

      marshes rather than filling them in, the original depressions and channels remain, ready to be reflooded. The

      marshes' dominant species--reed--is as tough as nails and may be easy to reintroduce to newly inundated

      lands, says Jeanne Christie, executive director of the Association of State Wetland Managers.

      Yet a shattered ecosystem can never be fully reconstructed, wetlands experts say. "I prefer the term

      'rehabilitated' to 'restored,' " says Thomas Crisman, director of the Howard T. Odum Center for Wetlands at

      the University of Florida. " 'Restored' means putting it back the way it was--and that's unrealistic." He

      believes success should be defined as rebuilding a landscape that performs the same basic ecological

      functions as its predecessor, such as providing habitat for birds and fishes.

      That's starting to happen in a few newly reflooded areas, although scientists worry that the meager flows in

      some spots could do more harm than good by creating lifeless ponds. But it will take determination--and a

      lot more water--to go further. "It's a great cause," says Duke's Richardson, "but it will take the political will

      of the new Iraqi government, the United States, and international organizations to make it happen."

      Eugene Stakhiv, the CPA's senior adviser to the Ministry of Irrigation (on loan from the U.S. Army Corps of

      Engineers), believes triage is in order. "The idea of restoring the marshes to their previous glory is abstract

      because it is impossible to [allocate] that much water," he says from his tiny office in what was once

      Saddam's Republican Palace. "The marshes are at 10 percent," he says. "If the Iraqis really put their minds

      to it, they will grow back another 10 percent."

      In a country where farmers often squander water, "bigger marshes will mean an overhaul of water

      consumption practices," Stakhiv adds. Prospects for the marshes also hinge on the actions of two of Iraq's

      upstream neighbors along the Tigris and Euphrates: Syria and Turkey. Turkey, for one, has big plans for both

      rivers. It has embarked on a massive hydro project, the Southeast Anatolia Project, or GAP, which could

      reduce the flow of the Euphrates in Iraq to less than one fifth of its original volume, according to Thomas

      Naff, senior research fellow at the Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. Naff

      says what's needed is a "fair and rational agreement for [water] allocation and distribution" among Iraq,

      Turkey, and Syria. Trilateral talks on water fizzled out more than a decade ago, but he thinks an accord

      might be possible now, with a big push from the international community.

      Water is one reason most experts agree that the Hawizeh marsh is the place to start restoration efforts. Not

      only is part of it still pristine, but it is fed largely by the Tigris, which picks up most of its flow in Iraq. The

      westernmost marsh, by contrast, derives much of its water from the Euphrates.

      Will the Madan return if the marshes are rebuilt? Even before Saddam's assault, life in the marshes wasn't

      easy. Summer temperatures soared to 120 degrees. During the evenings the mosquitoes were so thick that

      a family's water buffaloes were welcomed around the smoky fires built to ward off insects. Diseases like

      malaria, dysentery, yaws, and schistosomiasis were endemic, and infant mortality approached 60 percent.

      Although some tenacious souls like Hassan have hung on near the remnants of old marshes and hope to

      resume a more traditional way of life, many of those who left may opt to stay in towns, near better

      healthcare and schools. Also, the sustained violence has fractured traditional communities, writes

      Christopher Mitchell in a 2002 book, The Iraqi Marshlands, edited by Emma Nicholson and Peter Clark. So

      many men were killed over the past decade that many households now are headed by women, and skills like

      boat building are fast disappearing. One recent study shows that fewer than 1 in 5 Marsh Arabs under the

      age of 30 wants to return.

      Back to the (wet)land? Without dense human settlements, the marshes would be unquestionably changed.

      The Madan altered their watery world in innumerable ways--by burning reed beds to foster new growth, for

      example, and building their "islands," which created underwater havens for young fish. Still, the wetlands

      don't have to be in their former condition to filter polluted river water or to serve as a stopover for migrating

      birds. And in time, more Marsh Arabs may elect to return, if not to the old days, then to a new hybrid way

      of life.

      One former marsh dweller, Hasen Entaesh, had to go to Baghdad to find work after the marshes were

      drained. Now he is back home, in the town of Chabaish. He is eager to see the marshes revived--although

      not all of the vast wetland he once knew. Says Entaesh, "We want to leave some land for farming, so that

      we can both hunt and harvest."

      Dying of Thirst

      Fed by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the marshes of southern Iraq once formed a mosaic of wetlands,

      lakes, and waterways, covering an area equal to New Jersey. The largest marshes in the Middle East, they

      sheltered a unique ecosystem and culture. In his assault on the Marsh Arabs in the early 1990s, Saddam

      Hussein choked off the marshes' water supply, dessicating all but the center of the Hawizeh marsh.

      Source: Hassan Partow, The Mesopotamian Marshlands: Demise of an Ecosystem, United Nations

      Environment Programme, Division of Early Warning and Assessment; Rod Little--USN&WR

      GRAPHIC: Pictures: OLD WAYS. Photos taken this summer show remnants of traditional marsh life, persisting

      in spite of Saddam's efforts to destroy the people and landscape. Above, a man and his nephew fish from a

      wooden canoe near the village of Turabah, where some once dry marshes have been reflooded. At left, men

      seal a canoe with a coat of tar; at right is the mudhif, or communal hall, of Turabah. It is built of reeds, in

      the ancient style. (PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRUNO STEVENS--COSMOS/AURORA); Picture, EDEN? A Marsh Arab

      village of the 1970s would have looked much the same in biblical times: reed houses, high-prowed boats,

      and a life of fishing and tending water buffaloes. (NIK WHEELER); Picture, GONE TO DUST. In less than 10

      years, 90 percent of the once verdant Mesopotamian marshes have become a wasteland, and most of their

      inhabitants have been scattered.; Maps: Dying of Thirst (Hassan Partow, The Mesopotamian Marshlands:

      Demise of an Ecosystem, United Nations Environment Programme, Division of Early Warning and

      Assessment; Rod Little--USN&WR) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN

Big purchasers can spark sustainability shift, study says 

05 August 2003

  By GreenBiz.com

  WASHINGTON, D.C. — Spending billions of dollars annually on goods and services — often more than the

  gross domestic product of entire  countries — corporations,  international organizations, universities, and other large  institutions are key in fostering the  shift towards an environmentally sustainable world, reports a new study from the  Worldwatch Institute.

  Through their daily purchases, these mega-consumers hold considerable sway over  the health and stability of many of the world's most fragile ecological systems, says  Worldwatch research associate Lisa Mastny, author of the study.

  “While environmentalists have worked for decades to win the hearts and minds of  individuals, some of the world's biggest consumers have remained out of the  spotlight,“ says Mastny. “Yet their enormous and often environmentally devastating  purchases of everything from gas-guzzling vehicle fleets to cancer-causing cleaning  supplies can have far greater consequences for the future of our planet than the

  buying habits of most individual households.“

  In some industrial countries, government purchasing accounts for as much as 25  percent of GDP. Government procurement in the European Union alone totaled more  than $1 trillion in 2001, or 14 percent of GDP. In North America, it reached $2 trillion,  or about 18 percent of GDP.

  Universities, too, spend billions of dollars each year on everything from campus  buildings to cafeteria food. In the United States, colleges bought some $25 billion in  goods and services in 1999 — equivalent to nearly 3 percent of U.S. GDP. And the  United Nations spent nearly $14 billion on goods and services in 2000.

  Because of the large-scale, systematic approach that most institutions take in their  purchasing, a single decision made by one professional buyer or purchasing  department can have a tremendous ripple effect, influencing the products used by  hundreds or even thousands of individuals.

  “By that same token,“ says Mastny, “just one environmentally focused purchasing  policy or guidance — if properly implemented and enforced — can bring widespread  benefits to an institution. By investing in everything from energy-efficient lighting to  organic food, growing numbers of businesses, government agencies, hospitals, and  other organizations are not only creating safer and healthier workplaces, but are  also saving money.“

  If enough demand for green products is generated, entire markets can shift. A few  notable successes point to the tremendous power of green purchasing:

       When the world's single largest computer buyer, the United States       government, was directed by President Clinton in 1993 to buy only computer   equipment that met energy-efficiency standards described under the government's EnergyStar program, it set into motion a massive overhaul of

       the consumer market. Today, largely as a result of this increased demand, 95 percent of all monitors, 80 percent of computers, and 99 percent of printers sold in North America meet Energy Star standards.

       A high-profile campaign by the Rainforest Action Network, aimed at pressuring leading U.S. home improvement retailer Home Depot to improve its wood  buying practices, provided the impetus for the company's adoption of a green purchasing policy in 1999. Within a year of this shift, retailers accounting for well over one-fifth of the wood sold for the U.S. home remodeling market

       announced that they too would phase out endangered wood products and  favor wood coming from certified sustainably managed forests. Two of the  nation's biggest homebuilders also pledged not to buy endangered wood.

       Government purchasing is credited with spurring the rise of recycled paper to the level of standard office supply in many European countries. And analysts link a jump in the environmental performance of Japanese electronics to that   country's preeminence in the green purchasing of computers and other high  tech products. 

  But while green purchasing initiatives are blossoming in the world's wealthier  nations, the question remains of how to jumpstart a similar movement in the developing world. Although overall resource use in these countries is still relatively low compared to industrial countries, rising consumer demand will make strengthening local markets for environmentally sound technologies — from renewable energy to non-chorine bleached recycled paper — increasingly important.

  Mastny says that one way institutions can help spread green purchasing in  developing countries is by using their own procurements to strengthen local green  markets. By seeking to buy a greater portion of their goods and services from local  green suppliers, leading international players like the United Nations, the World  Bank, and multinational corporations can not only stimulate green markets, but also

  combat mounting criticism about the environmental impacts of their activities.

  “Green purchasing will never be a magic solution to the world's rampant resource  consumption, but it does offer tremendous opportunities for lessening the impacts,“  says Mastny. “And as more and more institutions realize the benefits of buying  green — in terms of employee health, the environment, and their own bottom  lines — groups that disregard environmental factors risk being left behind.“

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Iceland to resume whaling 

     Iceland announced on Wednesday its intention to resume whaling this  month. 

     It said it would take 38 minkes this year, in August and September, from waters around the island to study the mammals' impact on fish stocks. 

     The country's whaling commissioner told BBC News Online that with 43,000  minkes currently in Icelandic waters, the "scientific catch" would have no impact on the species' status. 

     "It's obvious to anyone that whales are very big animals and they eat a lot - a lot of fish," Stefan Asmundsson said. 

     "Precisely the effect they are having on fish stocks around Iceland, we don't  know. We need better data." 

     Scaled back 

     Iceland has not hunted whales since 1989. It left the International Whaling Commission, the body that regulates world whaling, in 1992 but rejoined in  2002, voting for its own readmission, which was approved by a majority of one.

     It rejoined on condition that it was allowed to register its objection to the  moratorium on commercial whaling that has been in place since 1986. 

     Earlier this year, it said it wanted to take 100 minke, 100 sei and 50 fin whales.

     It said the high dependence of Iceland's economy on fishing meant it had to  have a better understanding of all the factors that might impact fish stocks -   including whales. 

     The original proposal was discussed at the recent Berlin meeting of the IWC -  but not voted on. 

     Whale products 

     Mr Asmundsson said Iceland's decision not to implement the full proposal - to take a limited number of minke only - showed the republic wanted to be  constructive on whaling issues and could compromise with those who opposed  its position. 

     "A lot of people tend to oppose whaling because they see whales as  endangered animals that should not be hurt," he said. 

     "We agree with the idea that endangered animals should not be taken but what we're talking about here is an abundant [minke] stock that has been  internationally acknowledged; and it is a stock that is having a significant impact on the marine ecosystem it is living in." 

     The carcasses of the captured whales will be processed for sale in the Icelandic market after they have been studied, a statement from the Icelandic Ministry of  Fisheries said. 

     But it added that the costs of the scientific programme would far outweigh any  revenue generated by the sale of those whale products. 

     Eco-tourism impact 

     Anti-whaling groups were quick to criticise Iceland's decision. 

     The International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) said the country could not use science to camouflage its real desire to resume commercial whaling. 

     The organisation's UK branch immediately sent a deputation to demonstrate outside the country's embassy in London. 

     "Iceland has a great deal to lose by going whaling," said Ifaw's UK campaigner Della Green. 

     "Its fast growing whale-watching industry, currently worth around £5m a year, is likely to suffer as a result. 

     "There is absolutely no scientific basis for these whales to be killed. Whales already face constant threat from pollution, entanglement in fishing nets,  habitat loss and other dangers. 

     "It is very likely that the whales Iceland intends to slaughter are also visitors to  the Scottish coast." 

     Ifaw said the move ignored recent international efforts to strengthen conservation measures for whales in the IWC and worldwide. 

     The Icelandic Tourist Industry Association (ITIA) is opposed to whaling. 

     The association, whose members include the country's main airline, Icelandair, represents probably 80-90% of Iceland's turnover from tourism. 

     It said earlier this year: "Whale-watching has become one of the most popular tourist activities in Iceland, providing considerable income for the economy, as well as creating a very positive image for Iceland." 

     It said this image would be damaged by a return to whaling. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Canadian Fires May Keep Residents Out for Weeks 

  KAMLOOPS, British Columbia - It could be weeks before some of the estimated 3,500 residents exiled by a raging wildfire in British

  Columbia can return home, even if their houses survive the blaze, officials said yesterday. 

  Thunderstorms caused new problems for firefighters with winds that allowed one of three large fires burning near Kamloops to jump

  dramatically in size, while lightning also sparked more than 30 new blazes. 

  The western Canadian province is suffering its worst forest fire conditions in decades with soil so dry that a single lightning strike can

  quickly set vegetation and trees ablaze. 

  The forecast for the next few days called for more of the storms that produce little of the rain that fire crews say is critical to bringing the

  fires under control. 

  "We're hunkered down, we're carrying on, and we're going to beat this in the end," said Denis Gaudry, of the British Columbia Forest

  Service. 

  Aid officials and grief counselors met one-on-one yesterday with displaced residents of Louis Creek, a town of just over 600 people just

  north of Kamloops that lost many homes and a sawmill, one of the region's biggest employers. 

  "It was as if a vacuum sucked the life out of it," Premier Gordon Campbell described the town after he flew over the community by

  helicopter this week. 

  High winds caused the Mclure Fire that ravaged Louis Creek to expand more than a third late Tuesday and early Wednesday and it

  continued to threaten the town of Barriere, which was evacuated on Friday, officials said. 

  With flames destroying infrastructure such as electricity, an emergency official warned it could be weeks before Barriere residents are

  allowed to return home, even if the fire is quickly brought under control. 

  An estimated 3,500 people have been evacuated because of the fire that began last week from a discarded cigarette butt. 

  No deaths have been reported, but three people have been hospitalized with injuries, one of which involved a traffic accident blamed on

  heavy smoke that reduced visibility to zero near Louis Creek.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

07 August 2003
UNEP/UN in the news

Concern That SA Could Be Biosafety Guinea Pig

Business Day (Johannesburg): Parliament's agriculture committee is concerned about job losses in the agricultural sector, which could result from SA's accession to a United Nations (UN) protocol on biosafety. The Cartagena protocol, scheduled to come into effect on September 11, will regulate strictly the international transport of genetically modified organisms, also called living modified organisms. None of the world's large grainproducing countries have said they will accede to the protocol but SA is poised to deposit an instrument of ratification with the UN. Committee chairman Neo Masithela asked officials from the agriculture department yesterday whether costs of accession had been budgeted for and whether or not there were economic implications for SA. He also asked what effects accession to the protocol would have on local farmers and farmworkers. Shadrack Moephuli, genetically modified organisms registrar at the department, said anything that increased costs for agricultural producers would decrease profit and would not be in the interests of creating jobs in the agricultural sector. He said that there could also be a problem with the declarations that exporters of genetically modified organisms would have to make to comply with the protocol because these could violate their intellectual property rights. Moephuli said it was significant that none of the world's major grain exporters were prepared to accede to the protocol and SA should be cautious about being "the first guinea pig". The US had simply refused to ratify the protocol while Canada and Australia had not ratified it as yet. Brazil had changed its stance and had refused to ratify it after initially saying it would. Moephuli said that about 100million tons of grain products internationally could "in theory at least" become illegal.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308060275.html
General Environmental news

Kenya acts to tame perennial floods 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenya government in conjunction with its development partners will soon put in place stringent measures to control floods and famine that have brought hardship to thousands of people in the country's flood prone areas, state minister in the country's Vice Presidency, Linah Jebii Kilimo, said here on Wednesday. As a first step towards the endeavor, the minister said, government would construct dams and dykes along the flood-affected areas to direct some of the water to wells and pans. Parliament would also review the Irrigation Act to facilitate greater participation of farmers in irrigation schemes as some of the measures to arrest the situation, she told journalists after flagging off a consignment of relief supplies destined for western and northern Kenya, scenes of this year's rain-induced floods. Kilimo further announced that government would maintain the country's disaster appeals account as a tool for responding to disaster through the private sector initiative, and appealed to well-wishers not to reduce the tempo of their response to the humanitarian need.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng007031&dte=06/08/2003
Minister Issues Order On Water Safety

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Water Minister Martha Karua yesterday gave provincial and district water officers up to December to ensure water supplied to consumers is safe for use. Karua directed the officers to move fast and ensure provision of quality water for domestic consumption. "I do not want to hear the nonsense of bottled water served to dignitaries. We must drink from the taps," she said. Karua also slapped a ban on illegal water constructions, which she said were denying domestic consumers of the commodity. The minister said the policy priority of the ministry were to preserve, conserve and protect available water resources. She also said the ministry wants to see water allocated in a sustainable, rational and economical way to all and not just a few people. She lamented that big water users have been diverting water from streams thereby denying domestic consumers of the commodity during dry seasons. "We must give priority to domestic consumers and this calls for construction of water storage facilities to serve all stakeholders," she said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308060095.html
Malawian and Tanzanian Poachers Accused of Jeopardizing Wildlife

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo): Poachers of Malawian and Tanzanian origin are accused of jeopardizing wildlife in the natural reserve of the northern Mozambican province of Niassa. Niassa provincial Tourism director Pinto Madeira told AIM that these foreigners, in collaboration with some nationals, will slaughter elephants, buffaloes, lions, leopards, hippos, rhinos and other species. Recalling one of the most recent cases, he said that the poachers slaughtered two elephants for their tasks, last month. He also recalled that Mozambican rangers found 10 elephant carcasses in different areas of the Niassa reserve, but their slaughterers are still at large, although all signs show that they were from those neighboring countries, since vehicles tracks from the spot led either to Malawi or to the Rovuma river, from where one crosses to Tanzania. "With this situation, the Mozambican state is losing, not only on the species as such, but also in terms of revenue, because, for instance, a license to slaughter an elephant costs 100 million meticais (about 4,170 US dollars), to be added to the hunting license tax". He explained that such an activity, when carried out within the norms, would contribute the correspondent to about half of the state budget.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308060444.html
__________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 07 August 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

SRGB signs accord with AKG
The Independent-Bangladesh, Aug 7, 2003 (ECONOMIC REPORTER)  - Country's leading management consulting house SRG Bangladesh Ltd (SRGB) has signed an agreement with Abul Khair Group( AKG),the leading business conglomerates of Bangladesh. 
Under this agreement SRGB will provide technical assistance to two industrial units of Abul Khair Group: Abul Khair Steel Mills Ltd and Shah Cement Industries Ltd for implementation of cleaner production and energy efficiency (CP-EE) under Green House Gas Emission Reduction from Industry in Asia and the Pacific (GERIAP), a project of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) funded by Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA). SRGB will sign similar agreement with three more industries from Pulp and Paper, Fertiliser and Ceramic sectors of the country very soon.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/aug/07/07082003bs.htm#A16 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE

Great strides to preserve environment

The UAE, under the leadership of the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, has made tremendous achievements in the field of environmental conservation. 

The country has proudly accomplished a great deal in many fields over the last three decades, positioning it among the most advanced countries, thanks to Shaikh Zayed's constant efforts, said a statement by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), to mark the anniversary of the accession of Shaikh Zayed as Ruler of Abu Dhabi."The President's efforts ensured the continuous advancement of the UAE, where its citizens and residents enjoy the welfare, prosperity and stability available to them," the statement said.

It said Shaikh Zayed had set a strong foundation for preserving the environment built upon his far-sighted vision of maintaining a balance between sustainable development and ecology in order to guarantee a clean, healthy and safe environment for the future.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/august/theuae_august140.xml
Decree empowers municipality officials to enforce cleanliness

DUBAI - Shaikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai, UAE Minister of Finance and Industry and Chairman of Dubai Municipality, has issued a decree empowering a number of municipality officials with law enforcement authority regarding the local order no. 28 of 1985 on cleanliness in the emirate of Dubai. 

Qassim Sultan said that the objective of the local orders and the law issued by the municipality is to preserve environment and public health, by way of maintaining cleanliness on roads, in public parks, beaches and by penalising people who harm environment and disfigure the city's beauty in violation of these laws. He added that the disposal of waste and the ensuing maintenance are an economic burden.
The officials with law enforcement powers will be given records to write the information about the violations, while the Environment Department at the municipality will collect the records from these authorised officials.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/august/theuae_august120.xml

Plan to start Dh70m sewage plant

Dubai Municipality is planning to start operating the Dh70 million sewage pumping station, the project completed within a period of 20 months. 

This was announced by Abdalla Rafia, Director of Drainage and Irrigation Department at the municipality. 
Mr Al Rafia said that the station, located on Al Rabat Road at Nad Al Sheba Area, is one of the eight main stations which form the water networks covering all areas of Dubai, and the project was completed with the objective of improving the environment and health standard of Dubai by helping dispose of waste water safely, its use in irrigating the city's greenbelts and to meet future requirements.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/august/theuae_august105.xml 
Bahrain
Dust haze hits health of young and elderly


[image: image1.jpg]



A THICK dust haze covered Bahrain yesterday resulting in an increase in the number of people seeking medical care and reducing visibility to 800 metres.

More people have been visiting hospitals seeking medical care as result of the deteriorating weather conditions, medical sources told the GDN.

Those most affected were young children and the elderly, who suffer from asthma, they said. 

But there were no immediate figures available of the number people who visited the hospitals with complications resulting from the bad weather yesterday. 

Visibility was also considerably reduced to 800m at Bahrain International Airport a result of the thick dust haze. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=58085&Sn=BNEW
Oman

Expansion of Ash’Sharqiya water project to benefit 12,000 residents
Multi-million rial water scheme unveiled

The government has initiated plans for a multi-million-rial expansion of the Ash'Sharqiya Sands Water Supply Scheme for the benefit of thousands of residents of several coastal towns of the Sharqiya region. The project, undertaken by the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources (MRME&WR), is one of several schemes currently being financed by the government with the aim of providing potable water to arid swathes of the Sultanate. Around 12,000 residents of the coastal towns in the Wilayat of Jaalan Bani Bu Ali will benefit from the latest project, which envisions an eastward expansion of the giant Ash'Sharqiya Sand Water Supply Scheme to reach several remote coastal towns and villages in the wilayat.

http://www.omanobserver.com/hnews7.htm
Jordan

A small ally with large possibilities: Anaerobic bacteria and biogas

The Jordan Biogas Company plant at Ruseifa, generating 1MW of power and designed to treat 60 tonnes of waste per day; mostly from a slaughterhouse, vegetable market and hotels' organic wastes. Receiving station (furthest right) has waste manually separated and sent to the 2,000 m3 anaerobic digester (largest tank) where it is mixed with liquid waste and stays there for about 28 days to be broken down by anaerobic bacteria. The process produces biogas and high-grade fertilizer.

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/features/features1.htm
Climate change — not clear on the concept

THE WORLD Meteorological Organisation normally produces statistics-heavy reports at the end of the year, not news bulletins about today's weather. Its announcement on July 2 that the record extremes in weather being experienced globally this year are evidence that climate change is actually under way is therefore much more than just another salvo in the long argument about global warming.

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/features/features2.htm
Daman explains programme to tire industry leaders

Daman gave a series of seminars recently to educate the trade sector about the implementation of the Daman programme. Presented by Marc Gillard of Daman, the latest seminar focused on the tire industry. 

Daman's function is to ensure that products on the Jordanian domestic market conform to the required Jordanian or other international recognised standards. Domestically produced goods will be tested and certified at the site of manufacture. Imported goods will undergo verification and testing in the country of supply. 

Gillard emphasised that the aim of Daman, through all involved industry sectors, is to secure a good product to the consumer, in terms of both quality and safety. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/economy/economy4.htm
Iraq

Arabs say no troops to Iraq

Arab foreign ministers ruled out a US request to send troops to stabilise Iraq at a meeting here Tuesday and discussed ways to end its occupation, Arab League Secretary General Amr Musa said. 

“There was an agreement that (sending) Arab forces cannot be considered in the current circumstances,” Musa told reporters. 

“We should work to put an end to the occupation and allow the Iraqi people form a national government,” he added. 

Bahraini Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammad Ben Mubarak Al Khalifa, who chaired the meeting at the 22-member Arab League headquarters, announced the set up of a seven-member committee to follow-up the Iraqi issue, made up of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Syria, Qatar, Jordan and Tunisia. 

An Arab official explained that the US request of sending troops was “discussed informally and struck off the agenda because there was no hope of reaching a consensus” at the meeting of ministers from 11 states and the Palestinian Authority. 

He said many members considered sending troops to help the Americans would be tantamount to helping the occupation. 

Egyptian state-run newspaper Al Ahram on Tuesday ran an editorial along those lines. 

“Arab nations refuse on principle to play policeman to protect the Americans or quash Iraqi resistance,” it wrote. 

“From the American point of view, it would be ideal to have Arab troops in Iraq... It imply Arab recognition of the occupation to the extent of helping secure its continuation.” 

The Bahraini foreign minister said the Arab League was open to a dialogue with members of the US-sponsored Iraqi Governing Council but did not recognise this body as a legitimate government. 

The minister circumvented a question on the Arabs' position regarding Iraqi guerrilla attacks targetting US and British forces. 

“That is an Iraqi matter. We hope and we work for the stability of Iraq and the establishment of a national independent government,” he replied. 

He added that Arab states were “ready to take part in rebuilding the new Iraq in all (economic) fields,” insisting that Arabs should not be lagging behind the international effort to rescue the war-ravaged country. 

An Arab diplomat who requested anonymity said Syrian Foreign Minister Faruq Al Sharaa stressed “the need for a mechanism that allows Arab states to help the Iraqi people get past the crisis.” 

Sharaa “stressed that the Arab League and the United Nations should play a role in solving the Iraqi question through ending the occupation and allowing the Iraqi people govern itself,” the diplomat added. 

The closed-doors meeting gathered the so-called Arab League follow-up committee made up of Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen and the Palestinian Authority. 

Musa said the ministers also demanded that Israel “implement its commitments” taken under the so-called “roadmap” designed by the United States and the international community to end the Palestinian-Israeli c

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/news/news1.htm
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN appeals for $69 million in emergency aid for Liberia

*
DR of Congo: UN mission investigates reports of fresh violence in northeast

*
Second phase of weapons disposal in Bougainville completed – UN envoy

*
UN agency launches $18 million appeal for Palestinians affected by Israeli wall

*
After deadly bombing in Indonesia, UN official calls on public to rally against terror

*
On Hiroshima Day, Annan urges world to do more for nuclear disarmament 

*
UN supports Bulgaria in bringing Roma and other minorities into mainstream

*
WHO calls for war on tobacco to include anti-addiction treatment 

*
UN agency agrees to new partnership to help standardize cyberspace

* * * *

Liberia

6 August – The United Nations today launched an appeal for some $69 million in emergency aid for war-torn Liberia, with Secretary-General Kofi Annan and other UN officials urging world governments to seize the opportunity to help end the unnecessary suffering of nearly 1 million Liberians and to let them know they are not alone in the quest for development and peace.

With the request for aid underway in New York, the rollout of peacekeeping troops continued on the ground in Liberia as the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) airlifted 112 more Nigerian troops and other equipment – including three armoured personnel carriers (APCs), two land rovers, three tons of ammunition and one fuel tanker – to the capital Monrovia. They join 184 troops who arrived Monday and 152 more that hit the ground yesterday.

The build-up is expected to continue as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) leads the efforts to enforce a ceasefire and clear the way for the distribution of food and medicine to hundreds of thousands of people uprooted by fighting between forces loyal to President Charles Taylor and rebel factions, the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and the Movement for Democracy and Elections in Liberia (MODEL).

The revised appeal by UN humanitarian agencies and their non-governmental partners seeks $22 million to buy food, $9 million to care for the staggering number of homeless and refugees – estimated to be about 450,000 in Monrovia alone – and $8.5 million for urgent to meet health care needs.

The West African country of about 3.2 million people has been gripped by war on and off for 14 years. An estimated 80 per cent of the population lives on less than a dollar a day. Since June, nearly non-stop fighting between Liberian rebels and government forces has devastated Monrovia. Countless civilians have been killed or wounded and thousands of others have streamed into the capital seeking refuge from the fighting. Many have been living in the streets with little if any access to clean water, sanitation and food. UN agencies now say the city is in the grips of a cholera epidemic.

“Logic of this emergency appeal is simple: without urgent action, more lives will be lost,” the Secretary-General said in a statement delivered by his Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Paul Klein. Mr. Annan urged international donors to support the appeal to help avert “an acute humanitarian crisis, which was now affecting some 1 million men, women and children…and communities now facing the additional burden of hosting hundreds of thousands of people who have been displaced form their homes.”

For his part, Mr. Klein said Liberia was a founding member of the UN with strong historical ties to the United Sates. Politically, Liberia was a key to survival and stability in the whole of West Africa, he stressed, adding that if appeals to help the country met with indifference or were ignored altogether, much of the good done in the region “ risked coming to nothing.”

The UN’s earlier appeal for Liberia, launched in November 2002, raised only about a fifth of the $42 million requested, officials have said. Though all projects in the original appeal remain valid, new projects – water trucking, health promotion and reintegration of former child combatants – have been added to today’s request in order to respond to the increased humanitarian needs.
Carolyn McAskie, the Deputy UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, outlined the details of the three-phase revised appeal, which covers the period from July to December and presents a plan of action that is divided into three operational phases, each of which is closely tied to the prevailing security situation.

She said that funding activities had been divided into several sectors, including mine action, food, refugee protection and return, shelter and other needed elements such as communications. The first phase covers the limited activities that can be attempted during the current insecure environment. The second and third phases assume an improving security environment, in which the scope and scale of assistance will be increased, initially for Monrovia and then outward into the rest of Liberia.

It was particularly critical that the international community responded as urgently as they had done in Iraq where $2 billion was raised, of which $1 billion came from governments represented, Ms. McAskie said. “Can we also raise a modest $69 million for Liberia?”

* * *

DR of Congo

6 August – The United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and a contingent of the UN-authorized peacekeeping force in the country have dispatched a joint assessment team to Nyanda to investigate reports that fresh ethnic violence in the tiny northeastern village claimed the lives of at least nine people. 

According to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), eyewitnesses on the scene described yesterday’s early morning rebel-led assault on Nyanda – some 20 kilometres northeast of Bunia in the DRC’s volatile Ituri region – which left nine people dead, mostly women and children. When MONUC and the French-led Interim Emergency Multinational Force contingent arrived, residents of the village said several houses were torched and some cattle were stolen. 

The villagers alleged that armed ethnic Lendu militiamen, accompanied by some civilians, launched the attack from the nearby Lendu village of Loga, under the control of the Forces Nationalistes Intergrationnistes (FNI) armed group. 

MONUC said the recent attack follows one on Fataki and Bule last week, and the assaults on three other villages – Kasenyi, Drod and Nizi – in the strife-torn region in July, all allegedly carried out by FNI forces. The mission expressly condemned the massacre of 22 people at Nizi, again mostly women and children, as “unspeakable acts of savagery,” and vowed the perpetrators would be brought to justice.

In late May, the Security Council authorized the deployment of the international emergency force to help stabilize the situation in the resource rich area, where ethnic clashes between Lendu and Hema clans had killed more than 400 people since late Spring. In mid-July, fighting in remote areas of the northeast, particularly in the Kivius, continued, even as the international community was welcoming the installation of a new power-sharing transitional government in the capital Kinshasa. 

* * *

Bougainville

6 August – The second stage of weapons disposal in Bougainville is now complete, bringing the island closer to the hope of holding elections to establish an autonomous government, the head of the United Nations mission there told the Security Council today.

“The Bougainvillean people are showing a determination to move beyond weapons and concentrate on elections and on building institutions and on taking charge of their destiny,” Noel Sinclair, the Head of the UN Political Office in Bougainville (UNPOB), told the 15-member body during an open meeting in which representatives of some 20 nations took the floor.

Ambassador Sinclair said the island – which fought a 10-year war of independence against Papua New Guinea before a ceasefire was brokered in 1998 – expressed a uniform desire for UNPOB to verify the end of stage II of weapons disposal so that elections could be held as soon as possible. The Mission made that verification and certification to the National Government on 30 July.

Stressing that much remained to be done, Ambassador Sinclair said UNPOB – scheduled to withdraw at the end of this year – was pushing ahead with its Operation Continuing Vigilance and Final Phase programmes, which sought the collection of greater numbers of uncontained weapons and their storage in secure conditions.

Stage III – for which the parties had a mid-December deadline – was already being seriously discussed. While the Bougainvilleans worked in that area, they were, at the same time, working to advance the autonomy aspects of the Agreement, most importantly, the finalization of the constitution and the holding of elections, he said.

Also speaking during the meeting, Ambassador Robert Aisi of Papua New Guinea agreed that UNPOB had responsibilities beyond this latest verification. If the parties did not reach a mutually acceptable agreement at stage III, the Mission had a further possible role in determining whether elections should be ahead or be deferred, he stated.

Ambassador Aisi also said the peace process in Bougainville remains a national priority in Papua New Guinea. His Government had accepted UNPOB’s verification report and was conscious of the need to maintain consistency with the letter and spirit of the Bougainville Peace Agreement.

* * *

Middle East

6 August – The United Nations development agency has called for immediate action to address the needs of Palestinian communities affected by Israel’s Separation Wall, launching an appeal for $18 million in emergency assistance to address job needs and improve vital social, municipal and agricultural infrastructure requirements.

The proposals, by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian people, seek to generate over 200,000 employment opportunities, and include land reclamation projects, new agricultural roads and improved water infrastructure. They also aim to revamp health care and education and build the capacity of the municipalities and village councils.

“Immediate action is required to meet the needs of those affected by the construction of this barrier,” Timothy Rothermel, the Special Representative of UNDP in Jerusalem, said. “After consulting numerous community leaders and farmers who lost their land in the various municipalities, UNDP has developed a comprehensive emergency action plan.”

Israel began building the barrier a year ago with a complex series of walls, barriers, trenches, and fences within the occupied West Bank, carrying out what it said, was a security operation to keep out suicide bombers. The wall has encircled and isolated many Palestinian cities and villages. When completed, this first phase will cut across roads and water networks and will form a barrier between Palestinians living on each side and their agricultural lands, water wells, urban markets and public services.

The impact on agriculture is of particular concern in the governorates of Jenin, Tulkarm and Qalqilya, where the first phase is being constructed.  The wall could severely constrain the delivery of basic social services and commercial exchange, especially the movements of agricultural products, Palestinian officials have said.

Meanwhile, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) today warmly welcomed news that the United States will pledge up to $26 million for that agency’s current emergency appeal, the largest single donation by any Government to UNRWA emergency appeals since they were launched three years ago.

“I am delighted by this strong vote of confidence in the Agency from the Bush Administration,” Commissioner-General Peter Hansen said in a news release. The US Government has provided more than $107 million to UNRWA since October 2000, or 36 per cent of the total amount the Agency has received since then.

But the agency, set up after the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict to carry out direct relief and works programmes for Palestine refugees, warned that it remained concerned about under-funding of its appeals, with $102.9 million required for the current six-month period ending this December, and less than $3 million pledged prior to the US announcement. 

Unless substantial new pledges are confirmed in the next two months, further cutbacks, resulting in layoffs and reductions in food distribution, remain a real likelihood, it added.

* * *
Indonesia

6 August – In the wake of the car bomb attack at the Marriott Hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia, which killed over a dozen people, the Acting United Nations human rights chief renewed his appeal for a rallying of public sentiment against terrorism and for justice to be meted out to terrorists in accordance with international human rights law.

In a statement released in Geneva today, Bertrand Ramcharan, the Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, echoed Secretary-General Kofi Annan's expression of horror at the bomb explosion in the Indonesian capital, which left over a dozen people dead and injured many more.

He joined the Secretary-General in condemning in the strongest possible terms this act of terrorism, and also in extending heartfelt condolences to the Government of Indonesia and the families of the victims of this despicable act.

* * *

Hiroshima

6 August – Commemorating the 58th anniversary of the world’s first atomic bomb attack, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the international community to accelerate nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, especially with the new “major concern” that such weapons could fall into the hands of terrorists.

“Although some would say it is an achievement that no nuclear weapon has been used since 1945, tens of thousands of such weapons – the exact number is unknown – remain in arsenals around the world,” Mr. Annan said in a message read out to the Peace Memorial Ceremony in Hiroshima, Japan.

“The progress made after the end of the Cold War in reducing those arsenals must be accelerated and solidified,” he added. “Moreover, other worrisome trends have emerged in recent years, such as the acquisition of nuclear weapons by non-nuclear States, and efforts to modernize existing arsenals and to create new types of nuclear weapons. The possibility that nuclear weapons or radiological bombs could fall into the hands of terrorists has also become a major concern.”

Stressing that the international community must do more to demonstrate the seriousness of its commitment to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, Mr. Annan concluded: “On this day of remembrance, let us all, governments and citizens alike, reaffirm our pledge to bring closer the day when people everywhere will be free to live their lives in peace, without fear of annihilation by the world’s most horrible weapons.”

* * *

Bulgaria

6 August – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is supporting a Bulgarian initiative to improve living conditions and expand job opportunities for 46,000 Roma and 5,000 ethnic Turks living in run-down neighbourhoods in six municipalities.

The project aims to move Roma and other minorities into the social and economic mainstream as part of the country’s preparations to join the European Union in 2007, UNDP said, noting that it is also backing other initiatives that focus on job creation, social integration, health and education and advocacy for tolerance and sensitivity about cultural and ethnic differences.

The recently launched UNDP Regional Human Development Report, The Roma in Central and Eastern Europe: Avoiding the Dependency Trap, found that approximately half of Bulgaria’s Roma are unemployed and almost one in six is malnourished.

Bulgaria’s initiatives aim to improve these problems by upgrading and extending water supply and sewerage systems, electricity infrastructure, street lighting, roads and pedestrian paths. It also plans to build new kindergartens and community centres.

Minorities can benefit from vocational training and short-term employment to gain skills and experience by working on improvements in the Dulovo, Lom, Omurtag, Pazardzik, Stara, Zagora and Venec municipalities. The project will also help people build better livelihoods by providing small loans and other assistance to minority-owned business in the areas.

UNDP is providing €190,000 (euros) to help with the project, while the Bulgarian Government is allocating €1.24 million and the European Commission is contributing €4.9 million under its Phare programme to assist candidate countries preparing to join the EU.

* * *

Tobacco

6 August – Stepping up its campaign against tobacco use, which kills 4.9 million people each year, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today urged governments to include anti-addiction treatments as part of comprehensive tobacco control programmes.

Noting that tobacco products are designed to create and maintain dependence, and that many of their constituent compounds are toxic and can cause cancer, WHO stressed that therapies for tobacco dependence can contribute substantially and immediately to health gains.

“There is overwhelming evidence of the health benefits of quitting smoking, and the effectiveness of treating tobacco dependence, which is classified as a disorder,” WHO’s Director for tobacco control, Vera da Costa e Silva, said as the agency released the policy guidelines at the 12th World Conference on Tobacco or Health in Helsinki, Finland.

“However, the public health sector in many countries is not investing in smoking-cessation services, and in most countries only limited steps have been taken to provide treatment, train health-care providers, and release financial resources. Smoking cessation is very often not seen as a public health priority, or included in governments’ tobacco control strategies,” Dr. da Costa e Silva added.

The guidelines, developed by world experts at a meeting in Moscow last year, aim to provide countries with evidence-based material as part of WHO’s support to countries wishing to implement the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), unanimously adopted by the 192-member agency in May.

Because of tobacco’s addictiveness, many smokers will need support to quit. Surveys show that about one-third of smokers try to quit every year. Those who try to stop using willpower alone have only a 1 to 3 per cent chance of long-term success.

* * *

Telecommunication

6 August – In an effort to bring about greater standardization in cyberspace, the United Nations telecommunications agency has agreed on a unique partnership deal with a non-profit global organization of over 340 companies that provides guidance on improving communications services.

The partnership with TeleManagement Forum (TM Forum) aims to leverage both organizations’ resources and expertise to enhance international standards in Telemanagement and Operational Support Systems (OSS), the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) said today in a news release in Geneva.

It allows TM Forum standards to be published by ITU as ITU-T recommendations. ITU-T is ITU’s standards-setting body.

“We believe strongly that a policy of cooperation with other standards development bodies contributes significantly to the process and will ultimately help to create a fairer market for businesses and consumers,” said Houlin Zhao, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau the secretariat for ITU-T.

“This partnership means that we can avoid duplication of work and get standards to market in a far more efficient manner,” he added.

The president and CEO of TM Forum, Jim Warner, said the partnership “provides us with an efficient way to take our standards to the international community for formal adoption, quickly and without duplication of efforts.”

TM Forum’s membership comprises incumbent and new-entrant service providers, computing and network equipment suppliers, software solution suppliers and customers of communications services. TM Forum has been contributing to the Information and Communications Services (ICS) Industry for over 15 years.

* *** *
_________________________________________________________________________________________

           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Liberia

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Liberia, Jacques Klein, and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie, will brief you shortly on the just launched revised humanitarian appeal for Liberia.

           UN humanitarian agencies and their partners are asking donors to provide $69 million to assist 1 million

     Liberians in greatest need from 1 August through 31 December this year.

           The Secretary-General, in a message delivered by his Special Representative, said that the logic of this

     emergency appeal is simple:  without urgent action, more lives will be lost, and he urged the international community  to seize the opportunity to alleviate unnecessary suffering, to avert preventable deaths, and to let Liberians know that  they are not alone in their quest for development and peace.

           The World Food Programme (WFP) confirmed that a specially-chartered supply ship is on its way to Liberia.

           On the peacekeeping front, the UN Mission in Sierra Leone continued its airlift of Nigerian troops and

     equipment to Monrovia.  What went out today into Liberia were 112 soldiers, 3 armoured personnel carriers, two landrovers, three tons of ammunition and one fuel tanker.  A UNAMSIL officer in Monrovia reports that the situation at  the airport is calm, although the weather is bad.

           **DRC

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Multinational Force has dispatched a joint assessment mission to Nyanda, 20 kilometers north-east of Bunia, following allegations of an attack in that area.

           According to eyewitnesses, about 150 armed men, accompanied by civilians, attacked the village of Nyanda and its environs at about 5:30 in the morning.  Nine people were killed in the attack, mostly women and children.   Several houses were torched and some cattle were stolen.  According to eyewitnesses, the attack was carried out by the Lendu from a nearby village.  We have a press release with more details.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council held an open meeting on Bougainville this morning, in which Noel Sinclair, Director of the UN Political Office in Bougainville, informed the Council of the latest developments in the implementation of the UN  mandate outlined by the Bougainville Peace Agreement.

           Noel Sinclair informed the Council that stage II of weapons disposal has come to an end and the UN Office

     has made the verification and certification to the National Government.  With this, he said:  “the stage will have been set for the next steps to be taken, including the holding of elections for a Bougainville Autonomous Government”. 

     Sinclair said that as the UN Office withdraws at the end of this year, the UN Development Programme would be providing continuing support for the peace effort there.  There are 21 inscribed speakers on the list.

           **Middle East

           The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, known as UNRWA, today warmlywelcomed the news that the United States will pledge up to $26 million for the Agency’s current emergency appeal for the occupied Palestinian territory, the largest single donation by any government to the Agency’s emergency appeals since they were launched three years ago.

           Commissioner-General Peter Hansen said, “I am delighted by this strong vote of confidence in the Agency from the Bush administration”.  The U.S. Government has provided more than $107 million to UNRWA since October 2000, or 36 per cent of the total amount the Agency has received since then.

           UNRWA adds, in a press release that we have upstairs, that it remains concerned about under-funding of its appeals, with $102.9 million required for the current six-month period ending this December, and less than 3 million dollars pledged prior to the new U.S. announcement.  Unless substantial new pledges are confirmed in the next two  months, further cutbacks, resulting in layoffs and reductions in food distribution, remain a real likelihood.

           We also have a press release from the UN Development Programme (UNDP), whose Programme of

     Assistance to the Palestinian People yesterday issued a call for $18 million in emergency assistance to address the humanitarian needs of the communities most affected by the building of a barrier, known as the “separation wall”, in  the West Bank.  The wall’s impact is of particular concern in Jenin, Tulkarm and Qalqilya, where current construction could affect the movement of agricultural products.

           **Iraq

           The Secretary-General, at his monthly working lunch yesterday with the members of the Security Council,  discussed developments on Iraq, telling the Associated Press afterward that his sense was that the Security Council would look at the question of a statement on the Iraqi Governing Council and the mandate for the establishment of the  UN Assistance Mission in that country.  On the latter question, he underscored that “we need a decision, and it usually comes in the form of a resolution”.

           He was asked whether a second resolution on expanding UN authorization in Iraq was possible, and

     responded that Council members “know that there are discussions going on, but the membership are not ready to  move on it yet”.

           **Kosovo

           The Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Kosovo, Jean-Christian Cady, today spoke at the memorial service of police officer Satish Menon, who was murdered in Kosovo on Sunday night, and he expressed his outrage at what he called “a cold-blooded terrorist attack” performed under the cover of darkness.

           Although the murder is a setback for Kosovo, Cady said, the UN Mission and the international community will  continue to work for the values that form the core of the UN mandate and the slain police officer’s commitment:    “peace, justice and tolerance”.

           The UN Mission in Kosovo yesterday announced that it would give a reward of 50,000 euros for any information that would lead to finding Officer Menon’s killers.

           **SG Message

           The Secretary-General, in a message commemorating the 58th anniversary of the world’s first atomic bomb attack, calls on the international community “to do more to demonstrate the seriousness of its commitment to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation”.

           The message says that “although some would say it is an achievement that no nuclear weapons have been  used since 1945, tens of thousands of such weapons –- the exact number is unknown -– remain in arsenals around  the world”.

           The message goes on to say that “other worrisome trends have emerged in recent years, such as the

     acquisition of nuclear weapons by non-nuclear States, and efforts to modernize existing arsenals and to create new types of nuclear weapons.  The possibility that nuclear weapons or radiological bombs could fall into the hands of  terrorists has also become a major concern”.

           In conclusion, the Secretary-General appeals to the international community to reaffirm the pledge “to bring closer the day when people everywhere will be free to live their lives in peace, without fear of annihilation by the world’s  most horrible weapons”.  We have copies of that message upstairs.

           **Bulgaria

           Bulgaria is taking steps to improve the living conditions and job opportunities for its minority neighbourhoods, where some 46,000 Roma or Gypsies and 5,000 ethnic Turks live, according to the UN Development Programme (UNDP).  UNDP is providing support to a project to upgrade and extend water and sewer systems, electricity and lighting, and roads and paths in Bulgaria’s minority areas, as part of its preparations to join the European Union, which is scheduled for 2007.  We have a press release on that.

           **Pollutants

           The Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants, which seeks to eliminate emissions of 16 polluting

     substances, including 11 pesticides, will enter into force on 23 October, after France yesterday became the 16th country to ratify the Protocol.  The 16 parties to the Protocol are now scheduled to meet in Geneva this December to  discuss the Protocol, including reviewing whether its provisions need to be updated.  We have a press release with  more information.

           **UNICEF

           From UNICEF we have a press release issued today saying that the agency is calling for continued

     commitment to protect, promote and support breastfeeding, as part of the celebration of World Breastfeeding Week  2003, which is taking place this week.  The theme of this year’s celebration is “Peace and Justice”, with an emphasis on the enormous benefits of breastfeeding even in the most perilous of settings.

           “If every baby were exclusively breastfed from birth to six months, and continued for a few months thereafter, an estimated 1.5 millions lives would be saved each year”, UNICEF said.  We have a press release on that.

           **Guest at Noon tomorrow

           Finally, tomorrow Sandra Paisley, the Police Commissioner for the UN Mission of Support in East Timor, will be joining us at the noon briefing.

           That’s all I have for you.  Anything before we go to Jacques and Carolyn?  Colum?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Yes, Fred, on the Congo, you mentioned, I guess, they’re conducting an investigation beyond that  to these killings?  Can you give us some indication on how many attacks of this kind have been outside of Bunia since the French deployed and does this look like it’s sort of going in the direction of the UN beginning to sort of spread out to provide security outside of Bunia and has the increased force approved by the Security Council, you know the  increased numbers for Congo and Bunia, I mean would that be sufficient to deal with, you know, an expanded role outside of Bunia? 

           Spokesman:  I prefer to answer that question after the briefing.  I’d have to look at the records to see the

     number of attacks that took place.  And frankly, I’d have to refresh myself on the text of the resolution as well, if you  don’t mind.  Thanks. Yes?

           [He later said that there have been many allegations, but the UN has sent only two or three investigative

     missions in the past.  The latest resolution on the DRC authorized the expanded UN force to stabilize the situation eventually throughout Ituri province.]

           Question:   The 50,000 euros for the murder in Kosovo, is this the first time or is it customary for the UN to  pay a bounty?  Has it been done before?  And, if so, who pays, who puts it up, is it the UN or the European Community or who?

           Spokesman:  I’d have to look into that.  My personal recollection, for what it’s worth, is this is not the first time the United Nations has offered a bounty and I’d have to look into the financial side of it.  I would assume it would come from the Mission’s budget unless there has been some voluntary contribution.  So, I would have to see what it was in  this case.  [He later said that the reward would be paid out of Kosovo’s consolidated budget.  In exceptional circumstances, rewards have been offered before, including in Kosovo.]

           Very well, so, who is going to start?  Jacques Klein, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for

     Liberia.

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "MOU" ��The Hindu - MOU to control ODS� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Accord" ��The Independent, Bangladesh - SRGB signs accord with AKG�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshes" ��U.S. News & World Report -  Can Iraq's vast marshes be brought back to life?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sustainability" ��ENN - Big purchasers can spark sustainability shift, study says� 
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