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Jean-Michel Cousteau, the United Nations Environment Programme and 3D Entertainment Join Forces to Protect Sharks with New 3D IMAX Theatre Film
Monday December 6, 12:31 pm ET 

	


World Premiere Screening of 'SHARKS 3D,' Hosted by Jean-Michel Cousteau, to be Held December 15, 2004 at the Luxor IMAX Theatre in Las Vegas in Association With the Shark Reef Aquarium at Mandalay Bay
	


SHARKS 3D, the First-Ever Shark-Themed IMAX Theatre Film Produced in 3D, Offers an Astonishing, Up-Close Three-Dimensional Encounter With Nature's Ultimate, Yet Endangered Predator While Delivering a Compelling Conservation Message 

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 6 /PRNewswire/ -- Jean-Michel Cousteau, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and 3D Entertainment today announced the upcoming release of SHARKS 3D, a breathtaking three-dimensional underwater adventure. The film brings the viewer face to face with a multitude of the world's great shark species, including the Great White, Whale Shark and Hammerhead. Audiences will experience them as they truly are in their natural habitat: not wicked man-eating creatures, but wild, fascinating, and highly endangered animals.

Principal photography on SHARKS 3D required an extensive nine-month shoot totaling 500 dive hours. The film, shot on location in Guadalupe Island, Socorro Island and the Sea of Cortez (Mexico), Malpelo Island (Colombia), the Red Sea (Egypt), Sodwana Bay (South Africa), Mozambique Channel and Rangiroa Atoll (French Polynesia), consists uniquely of underwater footage, with none of the usual "dive preparation" sequences.

"The minute I saw this amazing footage, I knew I had to be involved with this documentary. With this 3D experience, you ARE the diver, swimming weightlessly with sharks all around," said Jean-Michel Cousteau, President and Chairman of Ocean Futures Society. "SHARKS 3D sheds new light on the urgent need to protect these magnificent endangered animals, which are so essential to the survival of our oceans. To inspire and educate people to act responsibly in order to ensure the preservation of the world's oceans is a mission the film and I have long shared."

"We are thrilled to be working with such a world-renowned personality as Jean-Michel on this new ocean adventure and to have expanded our agreement with UNEP," said Francois Mantello, executive director of 3D Entertainment. "Our first successful venture with the United Nations dates back to February 2003, when we released "OCEAN WONDERLAND 3D," the popular IMAX theatre film about the preservation of coral reefs. This documentary, which is still playing worldwide, has generated over $17 million in ticket sales to date."

"Despite the existence of various international treaties, certain shark species have been reduced by nearly 80% in the past decade alone. Today, the priority is not only to end the steady decline of the shark population, but to rehabilitate its image among the general public," said UNEP's Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer. "We believe that this outstanding IMAX theatre film is an ideal means of reaching a vast audience and changing a great number of people's perception of these animals. SHARKS 3D contributes greatly to marine conservation efforts, and we believe it could be used as part of a wider public awareness campaign for shark protection."

In addition to its Las Vegas engagement, SHARKS 3D will be shown this month at two of the USA's top institution-based IMAX theatres: the Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center, Virginia Beach (VA), and the Audubon Institute's New Orleans Aquarium, New Orleans (LA). SHARKS 3D also has commitments from over 35 IMAX theatres. The film is scheduled to open at select IMAX theatres in the USA in March 2005 before expanding into nine countries shortly thereafter.

SHARKS 3D is produced by 3D Entertainment Ltd. and Gavin McKinney Productions Inc. Directed by Jean-Jacques Mantello, filmed by Gavin McKinney and executive produced by Francois Mantello, the film is distributed worldwide by 3D Entertainment. Christophe Jacquelin composed the original music score.

Film website: http://www.sharks3D.com
About Ocean Futures Society

Ocean Futures Society http://www.oceanfutures.org is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization with the mission to explore our global ocean, inspiring and educating people throughout the world to act responsibly for its protection, documenting the critical connection between humanity and nature, and celebrating the ocean's vital importance to the survival of all life on our planet.

About United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)

UNEP http://www.unep.org, established in 1972, is the voice for the environment within the United Nations system. UNEP acts as a catalyst, advocate, educator and facilitator to promote the wise use and sustainable development of the global environment. To accomplish this, UNEP works with a wide range of partners, including United Nations entities, international organizations, national governments, non-governmental organizations, the private sector and civil society.

About 3D Entertainment

3D Entertainment, based in London (UK), specializes in the production and distribution of marine conservation and environmental-themed films for the worldwide network of IMAX theatres. The company's mission is to immerse audiences in films that inspire and educate. Their first film, OCEAN WONDERLAND 3D, released in February 2003 and produced in partnership with Gavin McKinney Productions, continues to enjoy great success with over 3.2 million viewers to date. 

     For further information:

     3D Entertainment, Los Angeles (CA)

     Sheila Morris, 1-818-487-9300, sheila@morrispr.com
     Julien Bollee, 1-800-819-7753, jbollee@sharks3D.com
     Ocean Futures Society, Santa Barbara (CA)

     Paul Zemitzsch, 1-314-616-7873, paul@sequel-llc.com
     United Nations Environment Programme, New York (NY)

     James Sniffen, 1-212-963-8094, sniffenj@un.org
     IMAX is a registered trademark of IMAX Corporation

____________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre 
Sharks get make-over in UN-backed 3-D film
	

	


6 December 2004 – It may not exactly be man’s best friend, but the shark will have its image burnished in a United Nations-backed film that offers an astonishing, up-close three-dimensional encounter with nature’s ultimate, yet endangered predator while delivering a compelling conservation message. 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), world famous ocean explorer Jean-Michel Cousteau and 3D Entertainment have joined forces to protect sharks with a new 3D IMAX Theatre Film, SHARKS 3D, that will have its world premiere screening on 15 December in Las Vegas. 

“Despite the existence of various international treaties, certain shark species have been reduced by nearly 80 per cent in the past decade alone,” UNEP’s Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. “Today, the priority is not only to end the steady decline of the shark population, but to rehabilitate its image among the general public.” 

He said the IMAX film “is an ideal means of reaching a vast audience and changing a great number of people’s perception of these animals.” 

The movie brings the viewer face to face with a multitude of the world’s great shark species, including the Great White, Whale Shark and Hammerhead. Audiences will experience them as they truly are in their natural habitat, not wicked man-eating creatures, but wild, fascinating, and highly endangered animals, UNEP said. 

“SHARKS 3D sheds new light on the urgent need to protect these magnificent endangered animals, which are so essential to the survival of our oceans,” Mr. Cousteau, President and Chairman of Ocean Futures Society added. “To inspire and educate people to act responsibly in order to ensure the preservation of the world’s oceans is a mission the film and I have long shared.” 

Filming required an extensive nine-month shoot totaling 500 dive hours on location in Guadalupe Island, Socorro Island and the Sea of Cortez, Mexico; Malpelo Island, Columbia; the Red Sea, Egypt; Sodwana Bay, South Africa; Mozambique Channel; and Rangiroa Atoll, French Polynesia. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
YubaNet

Mines to be Cleared for Thousands of Migrating Elephants
Organization 'Roots of Peace' Backs Demining/Ecotourism Project in Angola 


An ambitious project to clear deadly land mines from a wildlife sanctuary in southern Africa is being launched today in a bid to give thousands of elephants and local villagers new hope.

The initiative, backed by the California-based 'Roots of Peace', underlines that land mines are an environmental as well as a humanitarian concern.

The announcement was made during the Nairobi Summit for a Mine-Free World taking place at the headquarters of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The $1 million project initially aims to clear mines, sown during the Angolan civil war, to help restore an ancient elephant migration route linking Botswana with Zambia and Angola.

It is part of a wider plan aimed at creating a vast trans-frontier conservation area which is being supported by the Governments of Switzerland and the United States.

An estimated 120,000 elephants, whose numbers are growing at 5 per cent annually, would be able to move north into Angola and Zambia if the mines were cleared.

The high, artificial, number of animals has triggered an environmental disaster with serious damage to the woody vegetation in the Chobe National Park and adjacent areas.

The elephants are also coming into increasing conflict with villagers because of the damage they are causing to crops and the daily threats to human life.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "Land mines are among the horrendous legacies of war that play their deadly role in perpetuating poverty. The direct threat to people from these seeds of misery must be our first concern but it is clear that the environment, upon which local people depend for items such as food, shelter and natural medicines, suffers, too."

"Land mines effectively bar people from productive land forcing them to clear forests and other precious areas for agriculture with consequences for the fertility of soils, accelerated land degradation and loss of wildlife. We need more initiatives like this Roots of Peace and Conservation International project in Angola that not only remove these discarded weapons but replace them with the chance for local people to earn a sustainable livelihood", he said.

Angola, which suffered three decades of civil war which finally came to an end in December 2002, is one of if not the most mined countries in the world with over 2,200 known sites harbouring mines or unexploded ordnance.

Dr John Hanks, a consultant with Conservation International which has submitted the project to Roots of Peace for funding, said the de-mining will "allow these animals access to Zambia and back into Angola enabling them to follow ancient elephant migration routes, presently barred by the presence of the land mines".

"If this option is not followed, Botswana is faced with the stark reality of shooting and killing up to 60,000 elephants over the next few years", he added.

The project, which focuses initially on a 150 square kilometre area of the Luiana Partial Reserve in south-eastern Angola, was launched during the Nairobi summit where delegates are reviewing progress under the seven year-old Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction.

Heidi Kuhn, Founder and President of Roots of Peace, said they were "waging peace on the most heavily mined country in Africa".

She said restoring the migration routes by de-mining the reserve also offered the prospect of creating local jobs and much needed income for the people there.

There are very few ecotourism initiatives in Angola, mainly because of the land mines. Restoring this area is part of a bigger plan to create a large transboundary park known as the Okavango/Upper Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area which will stretch from Zimbabwe through Botswana, Namibia, Angola and Zambia.

"Once completed it would be the largest continuous wilderness, wetland and wildlife area in southern Africa with significant tourism potential and revenue-raising prospects for local people", said Ms Kuhn, whose San Rafael, California-based, organization has established a track record on raising funds for de-mining projects in Afghanistan, Cambodia, Croatia and Iraq.

Roots of Peace, which works with bodies including UNEP, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Mine Action Service and the UK-based Mine Advisory Group, is also developing agricultural projects in de-mined areas.

In Afghanistan, for example, the de-mined areas have been restored into grape-growing fields; and in Cambodia, the once deadly soils are now being used to cultivate rice.

"Together we have planted rice in Cambodia, grapes in Afghanistan, orchards in Croatia and wheat in Iraq-- converting 'swords into plough shares' in war-torn countries", said Ms Kuhn.

UNEP, which has a Post-Conflict Assessment Unit (UNEP/PCAU) based in Geneva, has carried out studies in several war-torn countries and regions including the Balkans, Afghanistan and Iraq.

It recently conducted a post-conflict assessment of Liberia and has received similar requests from other African countries including Angola.

Henrik Slotte, Head of UNEP PCAU, said: "Mines and unexploded ordnance (UXOs) have been problem in many areas where the Unit has been working such as Afghanistan, in Kosovo, in Serbia-Montenegro, in Bosnia-Herzegovina and in Iraq."

"In addition to immediate risks for the local population and returning refugees after the conflicts, mines and UXOs are also posing a threat to the wildlife and to the use of nature protection areas such as national parks and wildlife reserves", he added.

For more information on Roots of Peace, please contact: Heidi Kuhn, on Tel: +1-415 455 8884, Mobile: +1-415-948-9696 or E-mail: heidi@rootsofpeace.org; web site www.rootsofpeace.org

At Conservation International, please contact: Leo Braack, Director: Southern Africa Transfrontier Conservation Areas Unit, +27 21-851-4665; Cell: +27-82-808-9659 Fax: +27-21-851-4669 or E-mail http://postconflict.unep.ch
____________________________________________________________________________________________
New Zealand Herald
NZ bids for global warming study fund
 07.12.04
By SIMON COLLINS

 

New Zealand and Chile are seeking US$10 million ($13.8 million) in United Nations funding to conduct the first comprehensive study of the effects of global warming on Southern Hemisphere glaciers. 

The two countries have applied to a fund run by the United Nations Environment Programme to study glaciers in New Zealand, South America and Antarctica. 

The project follows Chilean-American research showing that glaciers flowing north from the eastern Pacific part of Antarctica - called "West Antarctica" because it is west of the Atlantic - are thinning dramatically at rates averaging one metre a year. 

The director of Chile's Centre of Scientific Studies, Dr Claudio Teitelboim, who passed through Auckland yesterday on his way back from Antarctica, said big icebergs breaking off the edge of the ice shelf were "unblocking the plug" that was holding in the ice behind, allowing glaciers to flow out to sea more quickly. 

"We believe West Antarctica is unstable and therefore eventually large pieces of ice can fall into the sea," he said. 

"The Antarctic Peninsula [due south of South America] might become, within the lifetime of our children, an archipelago instead of a peninsula." 

The Chilean-US studies suggest glaciers melting in West Antarctica are raising the global sea level by about 0.2mm a year, a bit more than a tenth of the total increase in sea level of around 1.8mm. 

Melting of glaciers in the rest of the world account for about half the total sea level rise, with the rest due to other factors such as warmer water expanding. 

But Dr Teitelboim warned: 

"Once the instability acquires enough magnitude so glaciers break off upstream, the whole platform will fall into the sea. Then it's not just a few millimetres. 

"If it's only a few millimetres a year for thousands of years, we would be in good shape. But that's not how instabilities work. Suddenly they become truly unstable." 

Canterbury University glaciologist Luke Copland, who is collaborating with the Chileans on the proposed United Nations study, said parts of Antarctica were getting colder at the same time as others were getting warmer. 

Ironically, New Zealand's Scott Base and the US McMurdo Station may have to close this winter because a large iceberg has blocked the mouth of the Ross Sea, probably preventing the annual visit by a US icebreaker with supplies. 

"We are not seeing that dramatic thinning on the Ross Sea side of West Antarctica. If anything, things are icing up more than melting. 

" If the climate warms, two things will happen. One, the ice will melt, but two, it's very, very cold in Antarctica, so if you warm up the atmosphere from minus 20C to minus 15C, it will cause more evaporation off the oceans and therefore more snowfall. 

"So climate warming may cause an increase in the size of Antarctica, not a decrease, straight away. That is what may be happening on the Ross ice shelf." 

He said there had been many studies of Northern Hemisphere glaciers, but there had never been any coordinated monitoring of the main Southern Hemisphere glaciers in Antarctica, the Andes and New Zealand's Southern Alps. 

Dr Teitelboim is on his way home from the first overland Latin American scientific expedition to the South Pole, a 1084km convoy to measure the rate of ice thinning. 

At one point, the convoy could not find a way around a crevasse and decided to drive across it at speed. 

"While we were crossing it, it opened up," Dr Teitelboim said. 

"That was a bit scary. Fortunately, the width was less than the length of the module, so we went at full speed over it." 

Dr Teitelboim's nose was frostbitten when the convoy reached the US base at the South Pole. 

"My nose was the only place exposed, for about 20 minutes, but it was minus 50C. I didn't feel anything, but it was black." 

The damage is now reduced to peeling, and Dr Teitelboim will keep his nose.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________
 IPS

ENVIRONMENT:
U.S. Companies See Advantages in Carbon Emissions Market
Katherine Stapp* 

NEW YORK, Dec 6 (Tierramérica) - With 127 countries poised to take action on global warming, many companies in the United States -- a world leader in greenhouse gas production -- are moving to cut their own emissions, even in the absence of federal regulations. 

The Kyoto Protocol, the 1997 international treaty that sets targets for the industrialised world to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases considered responsible for global warming, will take effect Feb. 16. 

With the recent approval by Russia's legislature, the treaty achieved the number of adherents necessary to finally enter into force even without Washington's participation. 

The United States, the world leader in greenhouse gas emissions, initially signed the Kyoto Protocol but did not ratify it. Then President George W. Bush withdrew the U.S. signature, arguing that industrialised nations are unfairly singled out, and that the treaty would cost the United States upwards of five million jobs. 

But many U.S.-based multinationals that do business in countries where greenhouse gases will soon be regulated have long seen a financial incentive in getting a head start on curbing emissions. 

The chemical giant Dupont, for example, earns a third of its 26.9 billion dollars in annual sales in countries that have ratified the Kyoto Protocol. Over the last decade, Dupont has cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 65 percent, largely by targeting non-carbon greenhouse pollutants, like nitrous oxide. 

”I believe it's only a matter of time before we'll face (U.S. federal) regulatory mandates to reduce our emissions. It's a problem that needs a prudent response from industry, and there is evidence that more and more companies are taking this seriously,” said Tom Jacob, Dupont's senior adviser for global affairs. 

Dupont is one of dozens of companies participating in a pilot greenhouse gas emissions credit trading programme called the Chicago Climate Exchange. Emissions trading allows a business that pollutes less to sell emissions ”credits” to a business that exceeds its target. 

The Kyoto Protocol allows buying and selling of emissions credits as one of the treaty's ”clean development mechanisms”. 

Several regulations governing these mechanisms will be debated during the 10th Conference of Parties to the Convention on Climate Change, taking place in Buenos Aires, Dec. 6-17. 

Members of the Chicago Climate Exchange buy and sell six greenhouse gases, gain credits for carbon sequestration projects, and pledge to cut their emissions by a modest four percent by 2006. 

Since trading began in December 2003, the average daily volume has been 7,396 metric tonnes of carbon dioxide, although some analysts note that this is relatively insignificant, given the total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, estimated at 6.8 billion metric tonnes in 2002. 

”I don't really see a market for carbon in the United States right now,” said William Pizer, an economist at Resources for the Future, an environmental policy think-tank in Washington. ”It's hard to have a market without demand, and who's going to buy allowances if there's no incentive?” 

”I do see companies increasingly aware of their liability and what would likely happen if a regulatory scheme comes into play,” he said. ”The use of fossil fuels is so pervasive, everybody becomes a culprit. In the long run, emissions trading will have to be a part of the solution.” 

Frustrated by inaction in Washington, many local politicians are taking the lead in regulating greenhouse gases. Nine states in the U.S. northeast and mid-Atlantic region plan to unveil a cap-and-trade scheme in April that would ultimately create an active carbon trading market. 

”State and private activities go hand in hand,” said Barry Rabe, a professor of environmental policy at the University of Michigan and author of ”Greenhouse and Statehouse: The Evolving State Government Role in Climate Change.” 

”There's a trend toward broader regional initiatives to regulate greenhouse gases, and many companies are seeing the advantage in taking early action,” Rabe said. 

Some analysts predict that by 2010 global commodities trading will reach more than nine trillion dollars, driven by crude oil, natural gas, and carbon dioxide. Washington's refusal to ratify the Kyoto Protocol could end up costing U.S. companies millions because they will be mostly cut out of the potentially lucrative emissions market. 

”It's pay now, or pay more later,” said Peter Fusaro, chairman of Global Change Associates, an international energy and environmental consulting firm. ”Corporate America isn't dumb -- they have to be competitive.” 

”The disconnect is in Washington, but it's not that far-fetched that the feds could change their minds in the next four years and start regulating emissions,” Fusaro said. ”Bush likes market-based solutions. The market is there. We have buyers and sellers.. The issue becomes: what's it going to cost?” 

(*Originally published Dec. 4 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) 

(END/2004)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

ENVIRONMENT:
Global Warming Killing Oceans' Life Centres 
Jim Lobe 


WASHINGTON, Dec 6 (IPS) - Roughly 70 percent of the world's coral reefs are effectively destroyed or threatened with destruction, according to a major assessment released here Monday by the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network. 

That marks an increase of 11 percent over the last evaluation taken in 2000, according to the report, 'Status of Coral Reefs of the World: 2004', to which 240 scientists from 96 countries contributed. 

But the news is not all bad. The network found that some reefs that were severely damaged by coral bleaching in 1998 have recovered better than expected. 

Still, the report's main author, Clive Wilkinson, warned that severe bleaching incidents, until now estimated to take place once in a thousand years, are likely to become more frequent in coming decades due to the impact of global warming, considered the greatest long-term threat to the survival of the world's remaining reefs. 

''The news is mixed for the world's coral reefs'', said Wilkinson, who doubles as the network's main co-ordinator. ''We're happy to report that almost half of the reefs severely damaged by coral bleaching in 1998 are recovering, but other reefs are so badly damaged that they are unrecognisable as coral reefs''. 

Most of the recovered reefs were found in the Indian Ocean, part of the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of Australia and in the western Pacific, especially in Palau. The report noted that Australia has just taken steps to protect one-third of the Great Barrier Reef and one-third of the Ningaloo Reef Marine Park, in part by placing them off-limits to fishing. 

It also concluded that nearly two-thirds of the coral reefs in the Persian Gulf have been effectively destroyed, followed by 45 percent of reefs in South Asia and 38 percent of reefs in Southeast Asia. Caribbean reefs have also suffered. 

Echoing another report, 'Reefs at Risk', which was released by the World Resources Institute (WRI) in September, the network study found that many reefs in the wider Caribbean area have lost as much as 80 percent of their corals, small crustacean animals whose shells build upon those of former corals to create the reefs. 

While they occupy less than one-quarter of one percent of the Earth's total marine environment, reefs are home to more than a quarter of all known marine fish species. The total number of life forms that are supported by coral reef ecosystems has been estimated at more than one million. 

According to one estimate, reef habitats provide humans with living resources, such as fish, and services, such as tourism and protection for populated coastal areas from waves and storms, worth almost 400 billion U.S. dollars a year. 

Despite their vast age -- some living coral reefs are as old as 2.5 million years -- very little was known about their true extent and condition until an initial survey of 108 countries was published by the World Conservation Monitoring Centre in 1988. The first global data depicting their location was published by the London-based agency only eight years ago. 

As more has become known about them, concern about reefs' vulnerability has grown sharply. A widely cited 1993 report, based mainly on anecdotal evidence and a small scientific sample, asserted that 10 percent of the world's reefs were dead and that another 30 percent were likely to die by 2012. 

A 1998 report by the WRI and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which included a significantly larger sample, found that almost 60 percent of the world's reefs were under high or medium threat from human activity. 

In addition to the 20 percent of reefs that have been effectively destroyed, according to the new report, 24 percent are under imminent risk of collapse, and a further 26 percent are under a longer-term threat of destruction. 

While global warming, which most scientists believe is caused by the emission of ''greenhouse gases'' -- caused by the burning of fossil fuels, such as coal and oil -- represents the greatest long-term threat to coral reefs, there are a number of other, more immediate threats, almost all linked to human activity, that have contributed to their deterioration and death. 

Direct pressures include: over-fishing of fish and smaller organisms beyond sustainable yields and particularly damaging fishing practices, such as the use of dynamite and cyanide; the erosion of sediment from land into reef areas as a result of poor land use, dredging or deforestation; pollution resulting from the run-off of fertilizers, pesticides and sewage; and the development of coastal areas for residential, industrial or tourism use beyond sustainable limits. 

These problems are compounded by larger demographic and political trends -- including growing population along coastal areas, increasing poverty, the lack of expertise in reef management in many parts of the world and the lack of political will on the local, national and international levels to protect and conserve reefs, adds the report. 

Global warming itself contributes heavily as temperatures in the Earth's atmosphere increase those on the sea surface, resulting in the ''bleaching'' of coral, actually the loss of a particular, temperature-sensitive alga that the coral feed on. In addition, increased concentrations of carbon dioxide -- a direct result of burning fossil fuels -- reduce the rates at which coral reef organisms calcify. 

In addition, scientists believe that global warming also tends to increase the frequency and intensity of extreme weather conditions, such as hurricanes, that can inflict structural damage on reef formations. 

While the greatest losses in coral reefs are found in the Persian Gulf and South and Southeast Asia, the least destruction has taken place in the Hawaiian Islands, the Polynesian Islands, Australia and Papua New Guinea, and the Red Sea. In these areas, a range from only one percent to six percent of the reefs is either dead or under imminent threat. 

While about 12 percent of the eastern Caribbean reefs have died, 67 percent are considered under imminent threat. Similarly, some 16 percent of the reefs in the U.S. Caribbean are considered dead, but 56 percent are under imminent threat, according to the report. 

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF), one of the network's non-governmental sponsors, said action is urgently needed to slow the pace of global warming in order to preserve the reefs. It noted that a two-week U.N. meeting of the world's governments on global warning began Monday in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

"Governments have the immense responsibility to act now and keep the world from warming any more than two degrees Celsius (3.8 degrees Fahrenheit) in order to limit the damage'', said Jennifer Morgan, director of WWF's climate change programme. ''We know that going beyond that mark would wipe out coral reefs in many parts of the world''. 

While the United States and Australia have sent delegations to the Buenos Aires conference, they are the only two industrialised nations to reject the Kyoto Protocol, a 1997 accord that requires rich countries to reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases to seven percent below their 1990 levels by the year 2012. (END/2004)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Scotsman News

Navy Rejects Sonar Wildlife Fears 
By Ben Mitchell, PA 
The Royal Navy defended its controversial new £160 million sonar system today, claiming it will greatly enhance the fleet’s ability to detect enemy submarines without injuring sea mammals.

The Sonar 2087 system, which can detect the frequency of nearby objects rather than emitting sonar pulses, was unveiled today aboard HMS Westminster at Portsmouth Naval Base.

The Navy says that the new low frequency system will enable its warships to detect modern submarines which are quieter and smaller than their predecessors.

The new threat faced by the more dynamic and cheaper submarines has led to the investment in the new low-frequency sonar technology.

But wildlife conservation groups have expressed concerns that the use of sonar leads to sea mammals such as whales and dolphins becoming disorientated, causing them to become beached.

The use of low-frequency sonar by the US navy, but at much greater power levels than will be used by Sonar 2087, has been blamed for several large-scale beachings of whales and dolphins.

When the Ministry of Defence (MoD) unveiled the Sonar 2087 system in August 2001 it claimed that its advanced technology would no longer leave dolphins and whales unable to detect rocks or land, leaving them vulnerable to being beached. 

But in September this year, Defence Minister Lord Bach admitted that extensive tests had shown that it “has the potential to be harmful to marine mammals”.

The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (WDCS) today called on the Government to launch a public investigation into the impact of sonar systems.

Mark Simmonds, the WDCS’s director of science said: “The risks from powerful sonars to marine wildlife are currently unclear, but marine noise pollution has the capacity to disturb, displace or even directly physically harm animals.

“Low-frequency noise, because of its ability to travel great distances, could cause widespread impacts that are also likely to be difficult to detect.

“We appreciate that this is a matter of national defence and that some aspects may be sensitive or secret.

“However, recent correlations between naval activities and strandings of deep-diving beaked whales is a significant concern that should be reviewed.”

Liz Sandeman, co-founder of The Marine Connection, added: “The power of this new system, the number of decibels that it can produce and the distance that it can travel will undoubtedly have an effect on the marine life around our UK coastline.

“Cetaceans may experience gross damage to ears, damage to body tissue, masking of communication, interference with ability to acoustically interpret their environment and also interference with food finding.”

Commander Alex Lochrane, of the MoD’s Directorate of Equipment Capability Underwater Effects, said that a full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) had been carried out during the development of Sonar 2087.

He said that the initial results had not produced any evidence that the sonar caused an impact to marine wildlife.

But the tests had shown that permanent damage could be caused to the hearing of sea mammals such as whales if they remain within 500 metres of the ship for a period of 30 minutes while the sonar was being used, he said.

However, he explained that the extra range provided by the new low-frequency system using less energy than previous sonar systems meant that less disruption would be caused.

He said: “Traditional sonars give us a range of about 10 miles but this new system with low frequencies with less power will give us ranges of several dozen miles.

“This is a huge increase in detection capability for the same amount of energy going into the water.

“This means that we can detect the enemy at a much greater range than they would be able to fire at us.”

Commander Andrew Betton, Westminster’s commanding officer, explained that the Sonar 2087 would be switched off in areas known to be common habitats for sea mammals and areas used by divers.

He said: “We are confident that we are not causing any environmental damage.

“In operational circumstances, when we are at war, the ship and its safety comes first but in terms of trials and training, environmental awareness is the priority.”

Westminster is the first of six Royal Navy ships to be fitted with the Sonar 2087 and further trials and tests are set to be carried out before it is anticipated to be put into service in 2006.

In October 2004, the European Parliament called for a ban in European waters of military sonar equipment and asked its 25 member states to stop deploying high-intensity active naval sonar.

And in November 2004, delegates at the meeting of the parties to Accobams (the United Nations Environment Programme’s Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area) adopted a resolution recognising that man-made ocean noise was a dangerous pollutant to marine life.


Latest News: 

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Only Punjab

Africa ‘makes excuse on climate’

Publish Date : 12/6/2004 5:56:00 PM   Source : Science and Technology News Onlypunjab.com
Professor Maathai, also Kenya's deputy environment minister, was speaking to African journalists at the United Nations Environment Programme HQ here. 
She said climate change mattered, and the Kyoto Protocol on how to limit its effects must be taken seriously by all.
	 


	


Professor Maathai, an environmental and human rights campaigner, will receive the peace prize in Norway in December. 
She is the founder of the Green Belt Movement, which has planted 20-30 million trees in Africa to counter forest loss and slow the spread of the deserts. 
Challenge to backsliders 
Mrs Maathai told the journalists,  attending a climate workshop organised by Unep's GRID-Arendal office: "There's no reason why our African governments can't control greenhouse emissions, but quite often we make excuses.
"We say, for example, we're poor and so we can't impose taxes. But should we be taxing people trying to earn a living? 
"When we act, we challenge those who are not doing as much as we think they should. I'm trying to educate the Kenyan government, and sometimes I have to do it loudly." 
She criticised the way in which firewood and charcoal cost people less than electricity. "In the long term", she said, "using wood will cost us more. It's a very expensive resource. 
"The tree is an empowering symbol: when you've planted one, something happens to the environment. It's not the only solution, but it's something most of us can do. 
Trees for remembrance 
"Anyone can dig a hole. And one tree multiplied several million times gives you a forest." 
Professor Maathai said many Africans did not understand the problem of climate change.
"We need to explain it to them in simple terms and to give them simple solutions," she said. "When a baby is born, or when someone dies, plant a tree." 
Winning the prize had made "a lot of people open their eyes. Many wondered why a highly educated person would spend their time digging holes and planting trees. 
"But this is a matter of life and death, and the Nobel committee has made a wonderful decision." 
Mrs Maathai lamented the decline of traditional knowledge and the neglect of African species. 
Forgotten familiars 
She said: "Much of our knowledge and experience is not in books but in our cultures, and that's why I'm concerned about their loss. 
 "We import seeds, not from this environment but for instance maize from the Americas. Every year we're dealing with a new hybrid. 
"I don't know how far we'll go till we rediscover the sorghums and millets and pumpkins that are indigenous to Africa." 
And she was far from convinced that African men were leading the continent well. 
Professor Maathai said: "We women in Africa carry the burden of poverty and conflict. We see our children dying in the fields, we see the future slipping away. 
"I've been calling on Africa's leaders, who are mostly men, to make sure resources are exploited for the people's benefit, to help them out of poverty, ignorance and disease. 
"We've been waiting for men to change. We women have an important role in challenging them to be responsible to us and to our children - to stop sending them off to die on the front lines." 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC

Australia to Meet Kyoto Target But Refuses to Sign

AUSTRALIA: December 7, 2004

CANBERRA - Australia is on track to meet targets set by the global Kyoto Treaty to cut greenhouse gas emissions but will still not sign the pact because it ignores key areas of the fight against global warming in developing nations. 

Environment Minister Ian Campbell said United Nations talks on global warming -- starting in Argentina on Monday -- should look beyond the 2012 Kyoto deadline -- to cut greenhouse emissions by 5 percent from 1990 levels -- for ways to tackle climate change. Australia accounts for 2.5 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. 
Campbell argued that if Australia signed the treaty, jobs would be driven offshore to developing countries where energy use was less efficient and would result in the emission of more of the greenhouse gases blamed for global warming. 

"It doesn't work for us and it doesn't work for the environment so the road ahead for us is to make sure the beyond-Kyoto outcomes are far better than the Kyoto protocol," Campbell told reporters on Monday. 

Russia ratified the Kyoto pact last month, allowing the treaty to become binding in 2005 because it has been approved by 55 percent of the 126 signatories, which together account for 55 percent of developed countries' carbon dioxide emissions. 

But Australia's conservative government has repeatedly said Kyoto could not work because top polluters such as the United States, China and Indonesia would never comply. 

The UN Environment Programme says that Kyoto will not be enough, merely braking rising temperatures by 0.1C over the course of the 21st century against a forecast rise of 1.4-5.8C. 

"The international consensus tells us you need a 50 to 60 percent reduction in greenhouse gases if you are going to win the battle against climate change. Australia and the rest of the world are going to have to do a lot more," Campbell said. 

Australia is one of the world's top carbon dioxide producers on a per-capita basis and its energy resources are a major source of wealth and jobs. Energy exports are worth more than A$24 billion ($17.5 billion) a year. 

The Dec. 6-17 UN talks in Buenos Aires between 194 nations will review the UN's 1994 climate change convention, and its goal of limiting greenhouse gases to levels "that would prevent dangerous (human) interference with the climate system." 

"The problem with the Kyoto protocol is it totally ignores, almost abandons developing countries. They need economic growth so they can save people from starvation, poverty and hunger, so they can educate their population," Campbell said. "But they need to do so in a carbon constrained environment, they need to do so while the rest of the world is addressing climate change. That's the big challenge no one has found a breakthrough for." 

The countries meeting in Argentina will also seek ways to persuade the United States to rejoin the United Nations' fight against global warming and try to involve developing nations like China, India or Brazil. 

The United States says it had no plans to rejoin UN efforts on climate change and President George W. Bush pulled out in 2001 from the 128-nation Kyoto protocol, arguing it was too expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations. 


REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
____________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Warming Climate Linked to Reef Destruction

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, December 6, 2004 (ENS) - Twenty percent of the world's coral reefs are so damaged that they are unlikely to recover, while another 50 percent could collapse, warns the 2004 edition of "Status of Coral Reefs of the World." Released today as delegates gather here for the annual conference of Parties to the United Nations Convention on Climate Change, the report says global warming is the single greatest threat to corals.

The report is based on the findings of 240 experts from 96 countries that participate in the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network. As climate change warms the sea and makes it more acid, the scientists predict massive bleaching events, such as the one which damaged or destroyed 16 percent of the world's coral reefs in 1998, will be a regular occurrence within 50 years.

Bleached coral on Australia's Great Barrier Reef (Photo courtesy Australian Institute of Marine Science)

The coral bleaching in 1998 was a one in a 1,000 year event in many regions with no past history of such damage in official government records or in the memories of traditional cultures of the affected coral reef countries. The report warns that massive global bleaching mortality will not be a 1/1000 year event in the future, but a regular event.

Corals are animals that are usually colored tan, green or blue due to the presence of millions of microscopic plant cells within their tissues. Bleaching happens when warmer waters cause corals to eject those plant cells, killing or weakening the reefs.

Increasing concentrations of carbon dioxide (CO2) dissolved in sea water make it more acid, which slows the building of coral skeletons, a process called calcification.

Coral experts say that calcification is likely to be reduced by up to 40 percent in corals when there is a doubling of CO2 emissions, which is predicted to happen by the middle of this century.

Carbon dioxide is the main greenhouse gas linked to global warming. Emitted by the burning of coal, oil and gas, it has been building up in the atmosphere since the start of the Industrial Revolution, trapping the Sun's heat close to the planet, warming the land and sea.

At the Buenos Aires conference, some 5,000 participants from the Convention’s 189 Parties as well as from nongovernmental organizations and intergovernmental organizations will review progress under the Convention, develop a framework for international cooperation on adapting to the negative impacts of climate change, and address how to support developing countries as they adapt to a warming world.

The reefs the most at risk of severe future degradation are in East Africa, South, South-East, and East Asia, and throughout the Caribbean, according to "Status of Coral Reefs of the World 2004."

Bleached brain coral in the Florida Keys (Photo courtesy U.S. Geological Survey, Center for Coastal Geology)

In the Caribbean, yearly economic losses of up to US$870 million will occur by 2015 if nothing is done to halt the current decline in the region's coral reefs, the report warns.

"To save coral reefs, governments must reduce CO2 emissions quickly, but also create marine protected areas to help ensure that corals are protected from all threats," said Dr. Simon Cripps, director of WWF's Global Marine Programme. "Coral reefs are worth more than US$30 billion annually, we can't afford to lose their social and economic value because of climate change or any other threat." WWF is one of the 20 organizations that published the report.

It is estimated that reefs provide seafood for one billion people in Asia alone, many of them from poor communities. Fishing and tourism centered about reefs provide economic livelihoods for millions of others.

Offering some hope for the future of reefs worldwide, the report shows that reefs that have recently been protected are improving.

IUCN - The World Conservation Union, which reviewed the report at its Congress in November, says coral reefs have continued to recover after the 1998 El Nino global coral bleaching event, with strong and healthy recovery in well managed and remote reefs.

But the recovery is not uniform, and the IUCN says that many reefs virtually destroyed in 1998 are showing minimal signs of recovery.

In south Asia, over 60 percent of the reefs were killed during the 1998 mass bleaching. Today, almost half of the reefs remain dead.

Small Island Developing States in all oceans remain particularly vulnerable to climate change due to the critical importance of coral reefs and reef resources in providing livelihoods, food and economic sustenance, the IUCN said.

Still, the reefs that are recovering should continue to improve, provided that there are no major climate shifts in the next few decades, IUCN officials said.

Carl Gustaf Lundin is head of the IUCN Global Marine Programme. (Photo courtesy IUCN)

“With so many reefs endangered, efforts to save corals could be overlooked," said Carl Gustaf Lundin, head of the IUCN Global Marine Programme. "The 2004 Status of Coral Reefs of the World pinpoints where and how progress is being made and instills hope that these marine treasures will persist, for people to enjoy and benefit from.”

Some governments are taking steps to protect their coral reefs. Australia and the United States last week signed an agreement to promote coral reef resilience through shared science and coastal management. Signed Thursday at the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force meeting in Miami, the agreement allows marine sanctuary scientists from Australia and the Florida Keys to share information about the natural ability of corals to survive and recover from environmental stresses like pollution, hurricanes, disease and bleaching.

Coral reefs make up less than two-tenths of one percent of the ocean floor but provide habitat for more than 25 percent of all marine life, the Coral Reef Task Force says.

Director of WWF's Climate Change Programme Jennifer Morgan at the Conference of Parties in Milan, Italy, December 2003. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

"Governments have the immense responsibility to act now and keep the world from warming any more than two degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) in order to limit the damage from global warming to people and nature," said Jennifer Morgan, director of WWF's Climate Change Programme, and head of WWF's delegation at the Conference of Parties in Buenos Aires.

"We know that going beyond that mark would for instance wipe out coral reefs in many parts of the world," said Morgan.

Humans are just beginning to discover the immense variety of coral reef species. Some 100,000 species have been described to date, but the IUCN says experts have barely begun to catalogue them and some scientists estimate that there could be more than two million reef species.

Reefs protect coastlines from erosion, provide a home for many economically important marine species, and form an important link in cycling nutrients from land to the open ocean.

Preparing for the Kyoto Protocol

A central focus of negotiations at the Conference of Parties will be the Kyoto Protocol, an amendment to the UN Convention on Climate Change. Russia's ratification in November means that the protocol will become legally binding on its 129 Parties on February 16, 2005.

While the protocol limits the emission of six greenhouse gases during the five years from 2008 through 2012, scientists have said the limits required under the protocol will do little to curb global warming. The goal is to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by an average of 5.2 percent of 1990 emissions.

The European Union and other countries have said they want to begin talking about ways of addressing climate change after 2012. The protocol mandates those discussions in 2005, so setting the stage for those talks is likely to be part of the Buenos Aires negotiations.

But the United States, which is not a Party to the protocol, is dragging its heels on this issue.

U.S. climate negotiator Harlan Watson is co-leader of the U.S. delegation to Buenos Aires. He is pictured here at the 2003 Conference of Parties in Milan, Italy. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

Briefing reporters Friday in Washington, Harlan Watson, U.S. senior climate negotiator and special representative from the State Department, said, "That is an area which we do not think is going to be particularly helpful and we, quite frankly, think it's not advisable to move forward yet, for a variety of reasons." Watson did not specify his reasons.

The United States chose not to be a party to the Kyoto Protocol, Watson said, because "the terms that the previous administration had agreed to would require the United States reduce its emissions by approximately 30 percent, and there's no way the United States could have done that without severely impacting the economy."

But according to the Secretariat of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the United States would have been required cut its emissions from 1990 levels by seven, not 30, percent. Under President Bill Clinton, the United States signed the Kyoto Protocol, but President George W. Bush pulled U.S. support from the agreement early in 2001.

President Bush said the binding emissions limits would harm the U.S. economy, and expressed concern over the lack of limits on the emissions of large developing countries such as China, India, Brazil and Indonesia, which also emit greenhouse gases.

Limits on developing countries' emissions may be required after 2012, but the day the protocol becomes legally binding, these countries will begin to participate in the process by means of the Clean Development Mechanism, one of the flexible mechanisms that the protocol allows to compensate for its legally binding targets.

Joke Waller-Hunter of The Netherlands is executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

On February 16, 2005, the first project of the Clean Development Mechanism is registered to begin. The project will reduce emissions of methane from a landfill in Brazil. After CO2, methane is the second most abundant greenhouse gas.

The project, located in the state of Rio de Janeiro, will capture methane from the landfill to use for generating electricity. It will have direct health and environmental benefits for the local community of Nova Igacú.

The project involves S.A. Paulista, EcoSecurities and the World Bank Netherlands Clean Development Facility. It was validated by DNV Certification UK, one of the companies accredited by the CDM Executive Board. It is expected to reduce about 31,000 metric tons of methane per year which, in terms of global warming potential, is equivalent to a reduction of 670,000 tons of CO2.

This project is potentially a model for similar projects in other parts of Brazil and the world.

While Australia has not ratified the protocol, the government of Prime Minister John Howard is keeping pace with the target Australia would have had if it had ratified.

Australia is committed to meeting its internationally agreed target constraining emissions in 2008-12 to 108 percent of their 1990 level, Environment Minister Senator Ian Campbell said today.

Australian Environment Minister Senator Ian Campbell (Photo courtesy Office of the Minister)

Releasing a new report, "Tracking to the Kyoto Target 2004," Campbell said Australia's greenhouse policies and programs were projected to reduce emissions by 94 million metric tons by 2010 - more than the equivalent of eliminating all transport emissions.

"This represents a tremendous effort by governments, industry and the Australian community," Campbell said. "The Australian Government is investing around $1.8 billion in climate change measures."

Australian federal and state environment ministers Friday agreed to prepare the mechanisms to include greenhouse gas emissions on the National Pollutant Inventory (NPI).

"This is another step toward the inclusion of greenhouse gases in the NPI," said Victoria Environment Minister John Thwaites. “We are already feeling the impact of climate change and we need a system that requires industry and government to report and disclose their emissions – and this is an easy and efficient way for industry to do this."

The Kyoto Protocol’s international carbon trading market will begin in the European Union on January 1, 2005. And under another of the protocol's flexible mechanisms - Joint Implementation - an industralized country governed by the protocol invests in emission reduction in other countries with emissions targets and thus earns emission reduction units which can be accredited on the national emissions target.

More than 100 side events and 60 exhibits in Buenos Aires will highlight activities undertaken at international, national and local levels by international organizations, private entities, research institutions and nongovernmental organizations.

 Quote of Note

"Having information about the quality of our environment constitutes one of our basic rights as a citizen. It directly affects our quality of life and is a precondition for citizens' involvement in decision-making."

-- Margot Wallström, European Environment Commissioner

Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2004. All Rights Reserved.
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The Star

Wild and wet weather predictions for Asia

The weather predictions for Asia in 2050 read like a script from a doomsday movie – except many climatologists and green groups fear they will come true unless there is a concerted global effort to rein in greenhouse gas emissions. DAVID FOGARTY reports. 

IN THE decades to come, Asia, home to more than half the world’s 6.3 billion people, will lurch from one climate extreme to another, with impoverished farmers battling droughts, floods, disease, food shortages and rising sea levels. 

	[image: image1.jpg]




	A farmer working on his drought-hit rice field in the northern province of Vinh Phuc, Vietnam, last month. Vietnam had been hit by its worst drought in years.


“It’s not a pretty picture,” said Steve Sawyer, climate policy adviser with Greenpeace in Amsterdam.  

Global warming and changes to weather patterns are already occurring and there is enough excess carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere to drive climate change for decades to come.  

Already, changes are being felt in Asia but worse is likely to come, Sawyer and top climate bodies say, and could lead to mass migration and widespread humanitarian crises. 

According to predictions, glaciers will melt faster, some Pacific and Indian Ocean islands will have to evacuate or build sea defences, storms will become more intense and insect and water-borne diseases will move into new areas as the world warms. 

All this comes on top of rising populations and spiralling demand for food, water and other resources. Experts say environmental degradation such as deforestation and pollution will likely magnify the impacts of climate change. 

In what could be a foretaste of the future, Japan was hit by a record 10 typhoons and tropical storms this year, while two-thirds of Bangladesh, parts of Nepal and large areas of north-eastern India were flooded, affecting 50 million people, destroying livelihoods and making tens of thousands ill.  

The year before, a winter cold snap and a summer heat wave killed more than 2,000 people in India. 

Nations at risk 

India, with a population of just over one billion people, is one of the areas most threatened by climate change, said Sawyer. 

“The threat to the agricultural base for the Indian subcontinent from drought and increased heat waves, the consequences to the burgeoning Indian economy and the very large number of people to feed are potentially very, very substantial.” 

Rising sea levels will also bring misery to millions in Asia, he said, causing sea water to inundate fertile rice-growing areas and fresh-water aquifers, making some areas uninhabitable. Sawyer said India and Bangladesh will have to draw up permanent relocation plans for millions of people.  

By 2050, China will have built sea defences along part of its low-lying, storm-prone south-eastern coast, while the north of the country faced increasing desertification, he said.  

According to the United Nations’s World Food Programme (WFP), the Gobi Desert in China expanded by 52,400sqkm between 1994 and 1999, creeping closer to the capital Beijing. 

Anwar Ali, a leading climatologist in Bangladesh, says about 15% of the country would be under water if sea levels rose by a metre in the next century. 

Water shortage 

Perhaps the biggest threat to Asia in the future will be the shortage of clean water. The WFP says Asia accounts for 60% of the world’s population but has only 36% of the globe’s freshwater. 

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), rapid melting of glaciers poses a major threat to the Indian Subcontinent, South-East Asia and parts of China. 

Seven major rivers – including the Ganges, Indus, Brahmaputra and the Mekong – begin in the Himalayas and the glacial meltwater during summer months is crucial to the livelihoods of hundreds of millions of people downstream. 

But many of these glaciers are melting quickly and will be unable to act as reservoirs that moderate river flows. This means less water in the dry season and the chance for more extreme floods during the wet season. 

Rich vs poor 

Sawyer thinks rich countries, by far the biggest polluters, should look after the millions at risk from climate change or suffer the consequences that could include mass migration or trying to feed millions made homeless by droughts and floods in a world struggling to grow enough food. 

Fears of mass migration have already prompted the Pentagon and the Canadian Security Intelligence Service, among others, to study the risk from climate-induced mass migration. The Pentagon in its 2003 report looked at what might happen if the climate changed abruptly. The result was near anarchy. 

“As global and local carrying capacities are reduced, tensions could mount around the world,” it said. This could lead some wealthier nations becoming virtual fortresses to preserve their resources. 

“Less fortunate nations, especially those with ancient enmities with their neighbours, may initiate struggles for access to food, clean water, or energy,” the report said.  

Crucial spots 

Few places are more exposed to climate change than the low-lying Maldives islands, to the west of Sri Lanka, where the highest natural point is under 2.5m.  

“There is encroachment of the sea on many islands, there is erosion of our beaches,” said Maldivian President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom. In response, the Maldives is building an island that is a metre higher than the capital Male. 

Malcolm Duthie, WFP’s country director in Laos, said even small changes in weather patterns, such as a delay in the monsoon of just a few weeks, is a threat to subsistence farmers. In Laos, he said rains seemed to have become shorter and sharper, meaning faster run-off and more erosion. 

Such changes are also threatening millions of farmers in Indonesia, where rapid industrialisation, slash-and-burn land clearing and illegal logging have caused extreme weather and pollution across the archipelago, experts say. 

“The wet season is shorter than usual which has led to higher rainfall during that brief period and sometimes caused landslides and floods,” said Indonesian weather expert Agus Paulus. 

Government officials have said in the past years water levels at a number of reservoirs in densely populated Java island are close to a critically low level. 

As countries try to adapt, it will be the poor who suffer most from climate change, said IPCC chairman R.K. Pachauri in the report Up in smoke? released last month. 

“The impacts of climate change will fall disproportionately upon developing countries and the poor persons within all countries,” he said, meaning the lot of millions of peasants could become far worse than it is now. – Reuters  
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US resists Kyoto talks as climate summit begins

With two months to go before the Kyoto Protocol starts operating, the 10th United Nations conference on climate change conference is underway in Argentina.

Australia is taking part in the conference even though it did not sign the Kyoto accord.

Opening the conference, the Argentine Environment Minister said climate change needed to be tackled on two fronts. 

The minister said gas emissions had to be reduced but action was also needed to fight damage already done. 

The conference will discuss key aspects of the Kyoto Protocol, such as carbon trading between nations. 

Australia and the United States are two key countries which have not signed the agreement.

The US has resisted calls for talks on the Kyoto Protocol. 

Delegates at the meeting lamented the refusal by the United States, as well as China and India, to sign the treaty aimed at reducing greenhouse gases. 

The Kyoto accords, the world's most ambitious and complex environmental treaty, legally commit 39 industrial nations and territories, including Japan and Europe, to trim their output of six greenhouse gases, especially carbon dioxide, by at least 5.2 per cent by 2012, compared with 1990 levels. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin last month signed a bill confirming his nation's ratification of the protocol, giving the global climate pact the final stamp of approval needed to allow it to come into force on February 16. 

China and India are experiencing a dramatic rise in their greenhouse gas emissions as a result of their rapid economic growth. 

The United States, the largest producer of global-warming gases, rejected any discussion of changing its position. 

Delegates from 150 countries, along with 6,000 representatives from government, industry and non-profit groups, are in Buenos Aires for the UN-sponsored climate change conference, which runs until December 17. 

While Washington continues to reject the treaty, environmental activists called attention to the perils of global warming by erecting an enormous "Noah's Ark" in downtown Buenos Aires. 

Under a banner reading "millions at risk," protesters were planning to board the vessel to symbolise impending disaster facing mankind if more environmentally sound policies are not adopted by the world's industrialised nations. 

"Global warming is here and is having the greatest impact on the poorest countries, where people are most vulnerable," said Juan Carlos Villalonga, of Greenpeace Argentina, which sponsored the protest. 

-ABC/AFP
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

US Firmly Anti-Kyoto as UN Climate Talks Start 
ARGENTINA: December 7, 2004

BUENOS AIRES - The United States showed no signs of budging in its opposition to the Kyoto protocol on Monday as UN climate change talks began, a month after President George W. Bush's reelection and Russia's ratification of the agreement. 

The US government said it had "chosen a different path" from Kyoto, but vowed to work against global warming by slowing greenhouse gas emissions, investing in climate science and technology and cooperating internationally. 
Bush withdrew in 2001 from the 128-nation Kyoto protocol, which seeks to cut carbon dioxide emissions by five percent from 1990 levels by 2012. He argued it was too expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations. 

Of the large industrialized countries, only the United States and Australia have refused to join the UN effort. But they account for around one-third of global emissions. The Australian government says ratifying Kyoto would hike power prices and cost the country jobs. 

Scientists predict the rise in temperatures will accelerate melting glaciers and polar ice caps, leading to a rise in sea levels, extreme weather like heat waves, the spread of tropical diseases and the collapse of forests, coral reefs and farming. 

"Efforts to address climate change will only be sustainable if they also serve a larger purpose of fostering prosperity and well-being for citizens around the globe," Harlan Watson, alternate head of the US delegation, told the Buenos Aires conference to the parties, known as COP 10. 

Russia's ratification has created the most optimistic mood in years among environmentalists since it allows Kyoto to go into effect in February with a seven-year delay. 

KYOTO ENTERS INTO FORCE 

"The fact that the Kyoto protocol enters into force really gives much more strength to this debate," Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary for the UN framework convention on climate change, told Reuters. 

No major targets are expected from Buenos Aires. Rather, it is an opportunity for countries to begin discussing a timetable to define how much climate change the world can handle. 

The conference has drawn 6,000 delegates from 194 countries, and environmental ministers from 80 countries will meet in the final days of COP 10, from Dec. 15-17. 

But the United States' refusal to sign hangs over the 12-day meeting. 

"It is a fantasy to try to mitigate climate change without the participation of the United States," said Juan Carlos Villalonga, director of campaigns at Greenpeace Argentina. 

Miguel Rementeria, an Argentine environmental activist, said he harbors no hopes of a shift in US policy. 

"The big businesses that back Bush don't want it (Kyoto) and that won't change," Rementeria said. 

To drive home the point of climatic changes, Greenpeace built a giant ark on Buenos Aires' main avenue where some 2,000 people lined up on Monday to take temporary refuge. 

But even Kyoto's backers say its provisions are not enough to reverse global warming and it is essential to get developing nations -- notably China, India and Brazil -- on board. 

The Buenos Aires talks will touch on the participation of these countries in curbing emissions after Kyoto runs out in 2012. China, now an industrial powerhouse, is the second biggest producer of emissions behind the United States but is much lower on a per capita basis. 

The European Union and some environmental groups want to limit any global temperature rise to 2.0 Celsius (3.6F). Temperatures have risen by 0.6 C since the late 1800s. 


Story by Mary Milliken 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Argentina warns of climate crisis 

Campaigners say millions of lives are at risk from climate change

Poor countries should be given extra help to avoid the worsening effects of climate change, a UN conference on global warming has been told. 

Argentina's environment minister Ginés Gonzalez Garcia opened the conference in Buenos Aires by saying his country had already experienced major changes. 

High rainfall, violent storms and increased levels of disease were all blamed on climate change, he said. 

The meeting takes place a month after Russia ratified the Kyoto protocol. 

Delegates to the conference, the 10th annual UN session on climate change, are expected to debate the need for extra measures abvoe and beyond the Kyoto agreement. 

The Kyoto protocol, which will become a legally binding treaty in February, requires signatories to lower emissions of greenhouse gases to 1990 levels by 2012. 

But the US, the world's biggest economy and largest polluter, has refused to sign. 

'Millions at risk' 

Mr Garcia said that developing nations should be offered material help to reduce the impact of climate change on their landscapes and slow the process. 

Others are using the conference as an opportunity to put pressure on the US, as well as other major polluters including China and India, into working within the Kyoto accord. 

The BBC's Elizabeth Blunt in Buenos Aires says the determination of delegates at the conference to act against climate change may offer an opening to the US. 

US officials have claimed the Kyoto accord will unfairly affect American industry. 

Around 6,000 people, including 150 government delegations and representatives of industry and environmental groups, have gathered in Buenos Aires for the conference. 

Environmental campaigners from Greenpeace built a large model of Noah's Ark in the centre of Buenos Aires in an effort to stress that urgent action needs to be taken to combat the effects of climate change. 

They claim the ark, 30 metres long and seven metres high, points to the immediate danger facing humans and animals in the face of climate change. 

"We have a queue of people wearing lifejackets trying to get into the ark," Greenpeace campaigner Stephanie Tunmore told the BBC. 

"It symbolises the danger of climate change and the risk that we are running by not doing anything about it, the millions of people that will lose their lives if we don't sort this problem out."

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

NZ bids for global warming study fund
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand , 07.12.04 (By SIMON COLLINS) - New Zealand and Chile are seeking US$10 million ($13.8 million) in United Nations funding to conduct the first comprehensive study of the effects of global warming on Southern Hemisphere glaciers. 
The two countries have applied to a fund run by the United Nations Environment Programme to study glaciers in New Zealand, South America and Antarctica.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/index.cfm?c_id=5&ObjectID=9002005 
Sharks Get Make-Over In Un-Backed 3-D Film
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Tuesday, 7 December 2004 - The UN Environment Programme UNEP), world famous ocean explorer Jean-Michel Cousteau and 3D Entertainment have joined forces to protect sharks with a new 3D IMAX Theatre Film, SHARKS 3D, that will have its world premiere screening on 15 December in Las Vegas. 
“Despite the existence of various international treaties, certain shark species have been reduced by nearly 80 per cent in the past decade alone,” UNEP’s Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. “Today, the priority is not only to end the steady decline of the shark population, but to rehabilitate its image among the general public.” 
He said the IMAX film “is an ideal means of reaching a vast audience and changing a great number of people’s perception of these animals.”
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0412/S00080.htm 

Africa 'makes excuses on climate'
Onlypunjab.com (press release), India, Publish Date : 12/6/2004 5:56:00 PM   Source : Science and Technology News Onlypunjab.com
Professor Maathai, also Kenya's deputy environment minister, was speaking to African journalists at the United Nations Environment Programme HQ here. 
She said climate change mattered, and the Kyoto Protocol on how to limit its effects must be taken seriously by all.
…Challenge to backsliders 
Mrs Maathai told the journalists,  attending a climate workshop organised by Unep's GRID-Arendal office: "There's no reason why our African governments can't control greenhouse emissions, but quite often we make excuses.
http://www.onlypunjab.com/fullstory0105-insight-Africa+makes+excuses+on+climate-status-15-newsID-191.html 

Asia ; UNICEF calls on China, India, Russia and US to join Mine Ban Treaty 
Keralanext, India,  Friday, December 03, 2004 - Asia News, With landmines claiming up to 20,000 victims a year, many of them children, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called on China, India, Russia and the United States to join the Mine Ban Treaty and immediately cease production of the weapons. 
“Landmines are a deadly attraction for children, whose innate curiosity and need for play often lure them directly into harm’s way,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy told the first World Summit on a Mine Free World being held this week at the headquarters of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=73070 




Australasia ; Australia to meet Kyoto target but refuses to sign 
Keralanext, India, 6 December 2004 -  Australasia News, CANBERRA - Australia is on track to meet targets set by the global Kyoto Treaty to cut greenhouse gas emissions but will still not sign the pact because it ignores key areas of the fight against global warming in developing nations.
…The UN Environment Programme says that Kyoto will not be enough, merely braking rising temperatures by 0.1C over the course of the 21st century against a forecast rise of 1.4-5.8C. 
“The international consensus tells us you need a 50 to 60 percent reduction in greenhouse gases if you are going to win the battle against climate change. Australia and the rest of the world are going to have to do a lot more,” Campbell said. 
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=74488 

New plan launched to clear mines for migrating African elephants
Xinhua, China, NAIROBI, Dec. 2 (Xinhuanet) -- An ambitious project to clear deadly landmines in southern Africa was launched Thursday in a landmine conference in Kenyan capital Nairobi, a bid to allow thousands of elephants and local villagers live and travel in peace. 
…"Landmines are among the horrendous legacies of war that play their deadly role in perpetuating poverty. The direct threat to people from these seeds of misery must be our first concern but itis clear that the environment, upon which local people depend for items such as food, shelter, and natural medicines suffers, too," UN Environment Program's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-12/03/content_2289080.htm 

Parties To UN-Backed Treaty Take Further Steps To Protect World’s Vital Ozone Layer
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Wednesday, 1 December 2004 - In a further effort to protect the world’s ozone layer, which filters out ultraviolet solar rays that cause skin cancer and other ills, parties to a United Nations-sponsored environmental treaty have agreed to carry out a survey on the use of a key ozone-damaging pesticide in food shipments. 
…The survey is aimed at resolving these uncertainties and may be a first step towards controlling the levels of methyl bromide used in quarantine and pre-shipment. It will be carried out by scientific and technical experts to the Montreal Protocol, the 17- year-old international agreement set up under the auspices of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to protect the ozone layer from chemical attack
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0412/S00005.htm 

General Environment News

India tops Asian air pollution charts
China Post, Taiwan , 2004/12/7 - By Uttara Choudhury AGRA, India, AFP - People living in Indian cities New Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta and Pune have been breathing some of the most polluted air in Asia, but Jakarta and China's Chongqing are also bad, a conference heard Monday. 

Rapid industrial growth and streets choked with cars put Asian cities among the worst in the world, said Michael Carter, World Bank country director in India, on the opening day of a global environment meeting. 
"There has been dramatic progress in New Delhi and Bombay in the past year to have better air quality but unfortunately the story remains that both these Indian cities have dangerously high levels of suspended particles in the air," Carter told the annual "Better Air Quality" conference. 
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/asiapacific/detail.asp?GRP=C&id=55315 



Surabaya pollution endangers marine life 
The Jakarta Post, National News - December 03, 2004 - Indra Harsaputra - Experts have disclosed recently that heavy metal pollution in the waters off Surabaya has reached alarming levels, endangering the marine biota of Kenjeran Beach and Arjasa Kangean. 
The pollution has caused an abnormal number of sharks to become stranded in the shallows, and affected the biological development of mollusks, they said. 
"The pollution has affected the color and shells of clams in the area," Ainurrohim from the 10th November Institute of Technology, Surabaya (ITS), told The Jakarta Post. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/yesterdaydetail.asp?fileid=20041203.D01 


City blames polluted rivers for fish kills in Jakarta Bay 
City News - December 03, 2004, Bambang Nurbianto, The Jakarta Post/Jakarta - The death of thousands of fish and clams in waters off Ancol Beach on Tuesday was likely caused by pollution in the city's toxic rivers, the Environmental Management Agency said.
Agency head Kosasih Wirahadikusumah said on Thursday the fish had likely died of asphyxiation. 
"The phenomenon was probably caused by a drop in oxygen in the seawater. We do not find that it was caused by toxic materials dumped in the area," he said. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/yesterdaydetail.asp?fileid=20041203.G01 
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Annan rejects calls for him to quit United Nations
By Mark Turner at the United Nations 
Published: December 5 2004 22:02 | Last updated: December 5 2004 22:02
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Kofi Annan, the United Nations secretary general, has rejected calls for his resignation over allegations about the UN's Iraq oil for food programme(…..)

“I think resignation is comparatively easy,” he told the Financial Times, responding to calls last week by two US Republican senators for him to leave. “It is much more difficult to stay on and continue to do the job you are elected to do and focus on the important agenda of the organisation and the membership.”Mr Annan asserted that his son, Kojo, whose relationship with a Swiss inspection firm implicated in the oil for food investigations has come under scrutiny, had never lobbied him on behalf of anyone. 

http://news.ft.com/cms/s/6a5a95be-46f7-11d9-b099-00000e2511c8.html 

Also: “Annan puts on a brave face” and an Interview page 3,(both articles unfortunately inaccessible on my PC today.)

Le Figaro, 6 décembre : ENVIRONNEMENT Alors que le Japon subit chaleur et vents records, cent quatre-vingts pays se réunissent à Buenos Aires pour discuter du protocole sur le climat 
Climat : le traité de Kyoto s'appliquera
sans les États-Unis 
Environ 6 000 représentants de 180 pays, d'ONG et d'instituts de recherche se réunissent à partir d'aujourd'hui à Buenos Aires en Argentine, jusqu'au 17 décembre, pour discuter de la mise en oeuvre du protocole de Kyoto qui va entrer en vigueur l'an prochain, et du rôle des pays en voie de développement dans la lutte contre les gaz à effet de serre. 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/20041206.FIG0234.html
Le Figaro, 6 décembre : Reprise des négociations sur le changement climatique à Buenos Aires

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041206064350.g8wzpizu.html

FT, 6 December : “Japan’s new gas fund set to acquire credits for Kyoto”

Japan has launched a $142m (€105m, £51m) "carbon fund", billed as Asia's first vehicle for acquiring greenhouse gas emission rights, as part of the country's struggle to meet Kyoto protocol commitments to reduce pollution.

Established with investments from 31 Japanese companies including Toyota Motor, Mitsubishi Corp and Tokyo Electric Power, the fund will buy emission credits in the developing world and distribute them to its corporate sponsors.

http://news.ft.com/cms/s/c6208938-472b-11d9-b099-00000e2511c8.html

Other environmental news

Le Figaro, 6 décembre : Lancement d'une Fondation pour l'Agriculture et la Ruralité dans le Monde

PARIS (AFP) - Le Crédit Agricole a annoncé vendredi le lancement lundi d'une Fondation pour l'Agriculture et la Ruralité dans le Monde (FARM), pour apporter une aide dans le domaine agricole aux pays en développement(….)

La rencontre de lundi réunira les présidents d'Air France, de Carrefour, de Danone, d'EDF, d'Euris/Casino, de Suez, de Véolia, ainsi que de l'Agence Française pour le Développement, ajoute le communiqué du Crédit Agricole.

La Fondation aura pour objectif, selon le Crédit Agricole, de "promouvoir des agricultures et des filières agricoles performantes et respectueuses des producteurs, de contribuer à la mise en oeuvre d'actions d'appui technique agricole et agro-alimentaire de haut niveau aux pays les plus pauvres, d'organiser et animer une réflexion sur les stratégies agricoles de développement dans ces mêmes pays".

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041203183816.pe5xwsck.html
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Afghanistan at risk as troops leave following successful presidential poll - Annan 

6 December - On the eve of the inauguration of Afghanistan's first democratically elected President, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says that despite key political gains, the country faces broad security threats as coalition and other international troops reduce their ranks. 

In a new report to both the General Assembly and the Security Council, Mr. Annan cites extremist or terrorist attacks, factional clashes among militia forces and criminal violence often linked to narcotrafficking. 

"Without substantial progress in addressing the sources of insecurity, reconstruction efforts and the establishment of viable State institutions will continue to falter, and the economy may well be subsumed by the illicit-drugs industry," he warns. 

"The deployment now of additional international forces, with robust and uniform rules of engagement, can provide the critical space in which progress can be made in the mutually reinforcing areas of security-sector reform, anti-narcotics activities, reconstruction, expansion of government authority and imposition of the rule of law." 

At the same time, the report notes that for the first time, Afghans have "a directly elected President endowed with a strong popular mandate." 

President Hamid Karzai has an opportunity now to select an effective Cabinet that is able to extend government authority throughout the country and deliver basic services, Mr. Annan writes, adding that a competent and diverse administration will be critical for advancing national reconciliation. 

He also says that the gradual handing over of functions to the Afghan Government - for example, in the electoral field and in demining - "is a positive indicator of developments" over the past three years, since the Bonn Agreement set up the transitional phase now in place. 

Many issues, including social indicators and human rights, remain insufficiently addressed, he adds. But the Secretary-General asserts that "it is a cause for hope and optimism that Afghans have embraced with such enthusiasm the transition to civilian, democratic rule." 

Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General's Special Adviser, arrived in today in the capital Kabul to head the UN delegation that will attend President Karzai's inauguration tomorrow. 

During his three-day stay in Kabul, Mr. Brahimi is scheduled to meet with President Karzai and other senior Afghan officials, and will also hold discussions with Jean Arnault, the chief of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), and UN agency heads. 

Over 500 Afghan ex-fighters disarm in two days, UN reports 

5 December - In a reflection of the growing momentum for disarmament in Afghanistan, over 500 former fighters laid down their weapons in a 48-hour period, a spokesman for the United Nations Assistance Mission in the country (UNAMA) said today. 

Between Friday and Saturday, 588 Afghan soldiers and officers handed over their arms to Afghanistan's New Beginnings Programme, Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in Kabul. So far 26,569 members of the Afghan Military Forces have disarmed. 

In another development, a UNAMA-backed 16-month training programme for the Afghan Judiciary wrapped up today. 

“The program involved over 450 judges and prosecutors, around 150 of them from Kabul, the remainder from the provinces,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said, adding that about a third of the participants were women. 

Each trainee received 300 hours of practical instruction on such topics as civil, commercial, administrative and criminal law, as well as codes of conduct for the judiciary. 

Annan's Special Representative in troubled Côte d'Ivoire resigns 

6 December - The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General in strife-torn Côte d'Ivoire has resigned, the UN spokesman said today. 

In a letter dated 24 November, Albert Tévoédjrè, head of the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI), resigned effective the end of next month, or until he could be replaced, spokesman Fred Eckhard said in New York. 

The 75-year-old official, a former senior minister from Benin, "felt he's made a good effort, but it's time for him to move on," Mr. Eckhard added. 

UNOCI was established in April to help implement January 2003 peace accords between the Government and rebels. 

Early last month government forces bombed rebel positions in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. Two days later government forces also bombed French Licorne peacekeepers there, killing nine. 

French troops retaliated by destroying the Government's air force, leading to widespread rioting, looting and harassment of foreigners. Thousands of French expatriates and some Ivorian refugees fled the country. 

Mr. Eckhard said Mr. Tévoédjrè's deputy, Allan Doss, yesterday accompanied South African President Thabo Mbeki to Bouaké, headquarters town of the dissident northern forces, and took part in the closed-door meeting between Mr. Mbeki and the head of the Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d'Ivoire (MPCI), Guillaume Soro, in a bid to restart the peace process. 

Last Wednesday, representatives of the rebel Forces Nouvelles in Bouaké assured Mr. Doss that there would be unimpeded access for UN peacekeepers, military observers and UN and other humanitarian agencies' personnel. A UN plane had met shots fired in the air, threats and hostile slogans the previous week. 

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) suspended its humanitarian flights after the incident. 

DR of Congo: two peacekeepers wounded in confrontation with rebels, UN mission says 

6 December - Two United Nations peacekeepers are recovering from their wounds in a UN hospital today after their investigation of alleged human rights violations by a rebel militia resulted in an exchange of fire, the UN Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) said. 

The operation, known by the French acronym MONUC, said the confrontation took place yesterday as UN forces were probing allegations that Jerome Kakwavu's Armed Forces of the Congolese People (FAPC) had not only executed some civilians but also some of its own child members who had tried to escape. 

In addition to the two peacekeepers, one civilian was wounded and two rebels were killed. Militia members fled into the surrounding area and UN peacekeepers dismantled their camp, MONUC said. 

In another development, train service between Kisangani and the southern town of Ubundu was restored today thanks to a MONUC project funded by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

The UN mission said the Ubundu General Hospital would be rehabilitated over the next six months and railway traffic would contribute to the economic activity in the area. 

Some 6,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) given food and supplies in the camps around Kalemie, a Lake Tanganyika port, had returned to their villages, according to MONUC. The remaining 30 per cent of the camp population who had not agreed to leave would be integrated into the local community. 

Meanwhile, farmers north of Goma, a town on Lake Kivu, had complained that fighting between Hutu militias of the Democratic Forces of the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) and unidentified troops - which the Rwandan Government has denied are its forces - has prevented them from reaching their farms, while the FDLR and other armed elements have seized their crops. 

OCHA and MONUC's Humanitarian Affairs Section were organizing an assessment mission to find out what humanitarian assistance was needed. 

Election preparations remain focus of UN envoy's talks with Iraqi officials 

6 December - National elections scheduled to take place in Iraq this coming January continue to be the focus of talks in Baghdad between the top United Nations envoy to the country and its senior officials, a UN spokesman said today. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Ashraf Qazi held separate meetings yesterday with Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh and Defence Minister Hazem Sha'lan. 

Their talks reviewed progress in the political process as well as preparations for Iraq's national elections scheduled for 30 January, spokesman Fred Eckhard told a press briefing in New York. The officials also discussed Iraq's security situation and efforts to improve stability ahead of the polls. 

Asked if the UN envoy has determined that the situation in Iraq has stabilized to the extent that elections could be held, Mr. Eckhard stressed that it is up to the Iraqi authorities to say whether they feel they can hold elections. 

Mr. Qazi, who is continuing contacts with Iraqi officials and political activists, also met with civil society groups for discussions on how the UN can further contribute to advancing the political process in the country. 

UN envoy meets with parties in southern Sudan conflict in bid to forge peace 

6 December - With the clock ticking towards the 31 December deadline for concluding a peace agreement in southern Sudan, a senior United Nations envoy was today meeting with major players in efforts to formally end the civil war that has dragged on for more than two decades in Africa's largest country. 

The Government of Sudan and the rebel Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) last month signed a Memorandum of Understanding at an extraordinary session of the UN Security Council in Nairobi, Kenya, pledging to conclude successfully by the end of the year the peace talks that have been going on in the Kenyan town of Naivasha since mid-2003. 

In Naivasha today, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, discussed progress the parties have achieved so far with Gen. Lazarus Sumbeiywo, chief mediator of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), a regional organization which has been backing the peace process. 

Mr. Pronk was also scheduled to hold separate meetings with Sudanese Vice President Ali Osman Taha and SPLM/A leader John Garang to review the prospects for meeting the 31 December deadline. 

The long-running war in southern Sudan is separate from the conflict in the western Darfur region, where nearly 1.7 million people have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers in what the UN has called the world's worst current humanitarian crisis. The fighting there began last year when rebels took up arms to demand a greater share of the economic resources in an area the size of France. 

Amidst great changes families remain resilient but need help, Annan says 

6 December - Families are resilient to far-reaching changes in their size and structure of families, but governments must do their part to protect society's smallest unit, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today at the General Assembly session marking the 10th anniversary of the International Year of the Family. 

Spurred on by global integration, "where once people lived in extended families, today they live increasingly in nuclear families," he said, citing decreasing fertility rates, increasing life expectancy, delayed marriage and growing numbers of people living alone as contributing factors. 

"Traditional gender roles continue to evolve, as more women work outside the home and more men contribute to the work within it." 

The AIDS epidemic is creating more orphans and imposing more burdens on grandparents, while migration in search of opportunities could keep family members apart for a very long time, Mr. Annan said. 

"In spite of strains and adversity, families are proving resilient, often in remarkable ways," he said. "They are doing their best to pull together, and to continue serving as a source of strength and inspiration for their members." 

Governments should integrate family concerns with broader development and poverty eradication efforts, he said. "We must not forget that the family is a vital partner in efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the many other objectives set by the international community during the last decade." The MDGs are a set of time-bound targets for tacking major global ills by the year 2015. 

In her message, UN Population Fund (UNFPA) Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid recalled that at a landmark conference in 1994, governments agreed that national assistance to families should include health insurance and social security; day-care centres, paid parental leave for both parents, flexible work schedules and reproductive and child health services. 

Ms. Obaid called on governments and civil society alike "to work harder to strengthen the capacity of families and all of its members to overcome constraints posed by poverty and decreased access to public social services, including sexual and reproductive health." 

She said this is "very important so that women, individuals and couples can decide about the number and timing of their children, exercise their human rights and have a voice in family decisions to benefit all family members." 

Men should take responsibility for their sexual and reproductive behaviour and carry out their social and family roles, including shared parenting, so as to help achieve the MDGs, she said. 

UN relief official urges more attention by donors, media to Somalia crisis 

6 December - A top United Nations relief official today urged donors and the media to pay closer attention to Somalia, where a major humanitarian crisis has been all but forgotten. 

The UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, made his comments in Nairobi, Kenya, after he wrapped up over the weekend a three-day mission to Somalia, where he met with top officials for talks on humanitarian problems in the Horn of Africa nation. 

Mr. Egeland said Somalia had reached a turning point with the establishment of a transitional government. The Transitional Parliament, sitting in Kenya, had elected Abdullahi Yusuf on 10 October to serve as President - the culmination of a two-year negotiation process. 

For UN agencies to be effective in their efforts to capitalize on this momentum, they would need a strong response to the $164 million humanitarian appeal for Somalia, he stressed. 

The UN launched its appeal last month for programmes to address continuing insecurity, worsening drought and deep poverty. UN aid programmes are based in the Kenyan capital. 

UN agencies step up operations to help Philippines emerge from flood disaster 

6 December - With flood-hit provinces in the Philippines accessible only by boat and helicopter following recent storms, United Nations relief agencies are rushing in emergency medicine, food supplies and water purification tablets. 

Since its arrival on Saturday the UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team has met with the UN’s in-country Disaster Management Team, the Philippines National Disaster Coordination Council (NDCC), donors and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to discuss the best way to meet emergency needs. 

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) has provided disaster response kits containing emergency supplies for 10,000 families, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has sent in food, water purification tablets and clothing, and the World Health Organization (WHO) is working with the Philippines Ministry of Health to counter outbreaks of gastro-enteritis which are especially likely to effect children. 

The WHO is also is preparing for an increase in malaria outbreaks, which can be expected in flood-hit areas in the next six to eight weeks. 

Initial assessments show that the most pressing needs are for water and sanitation as many water sources are blocked by debris, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today. 

Blankets, clothing and basic medical supplies are also in short supply. Water facilities must be restored and roads cleared to prevent water-borne diseases and facilitate the delivery of relief supplies. 

The Philippines Government estimates that the succession of storms has cost more than $57 million in damage affecting some 650,000 people. 

Hit by drought and effects of war, Eritrea will need food aid well into 2005 - UN 

6 December - With nearly 1 million Eritreans - almost a quarter of the total population - depending on international food aid for their survival, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) warned today that continued assistance will be needed well into the coming year. 

Welcoming the arrival of 42,500 tons of wheat for 600,000 Eritreans hit by drought and a further 300,000 suffering from the effects of war, the UN relief agency (WFP) noted that a recent government survey found that in some regions the acute malnutrition rate was as high as 19 per cent on a scale in which 15 per cent is seen as an emergency situation. 

"Eritrea has been ravaged by four consecutive years of drought and currently faces nearly complete crop failure in many areas of what should be the country's grain belt," WFP Country Director Jean-Pierre Cebron said at a ceremony at the Red Sea port of Massawa. 

"Despite the very generous response from the international community, the emergency here is far from over and we will continue to need support well into 2005," he added. 

The new shipment, valued at $13.8 million, consists of 38,000 tons from the European Commission, 2,000 tons from Ireland, 1,500 tons from the United States and 1,000 tons from Japan. It will provide essential food support to those most in need, particularly mothers and young children for three months. 

Since the end of the 1998-2000 Ethiopia-Eritrea war, Eritrea has suffered from drought, with harvests in the main grain-producing regions of Gash Barka and Debub particularly hard hit. The destruction caused by war, the prolonged peace process, along with the cumulative effects of drought, have dealt a serious blow to the economy, reducing its capacity to cover food requirements through imports. 

Inadequate rainfall in 2004 has destroyed the majority of crops in the worst-affected regions. The bleak harvest, compounded by a dramatic rise in the price of basic foods, means that two-thirds of the population is unable to meet their daily food needs. 

UN envoy concerned by Israeli violations of Lebanese air space 

6 December - A United Nations envoy expressed his deep concern today over the most recent violations by Israel of the line marking the withdrawal of its troops from Lebanon. 

A total of 14 flights across the so-called Blue Line were recorded yesterday, prompting Staffan de Mistura, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, to reiterate the UN's call on Israel to cease these violations and remind all parties that one violation cannot justify another. 

Last month saw a flurry of violations from both sides of the Blue Line, with rockets fired from the Lebanese side and Israeli aircraft flying over Lebanese air space. 

UN food agency and India sign accord on AIDS prevention, treatment 

6 December - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the Government of India have signed a landmark cooperation agreement for addressing HIV and AIDS by using surplus Indian food to improve nutrition. 

"WFP is proud to be a partner in this ground-breaking project and I am confident it will fulfil its dual purpose: to bring infection rates in the AIDS pandemic under control and give people living with the disease a longer and healthier life," WFP Executive Director James Morris said today. 

He added that the accord, signed during a two-day conference staged by the Government's National AIDS Control Organization (NACO), was just one example of the growing links between India and WFP. 

On a five-day official visit to India, Mr. Morris said the Asian economic powerhouse had both large grain reserves and vast experience in public food security programmes that can be marshalled for the benefit of the millions of hungry poor in Asia and around the world. 

"WFP's partnership with India has tremendous potential for identifying innovative solutions to the problems not only of food insecurity but also the rising HIV rates and the natural disasters endemic to the region," he declared. 

Sound nutrition is critical for people who are HIV-positive. When a patient develops AIDS, family food supplies often plummet. WFP will supply technical expertise in a three-year project that uses food in a variety of ways to encourage prevention, care and support of people living with HIV and AIDS as well as the treatment of opportunistic infections like tuberculosis. 

Mr. Morris noted that the Government of India had agreed to work with WFP to explore ways of applying India's strengths, such as emergency response to natural disasters, food-for-work programmes and communications technology, to the eradication of hunger and poverty, with a special focus on helping children. 

The Government is WFP's leading "non-traditional" donor, with its pledge of one million tons of wheat to Afghanistan, delivered through the UN agency. 

Volunteerism can help countries meet socioeconomic goals, Annan says 

5 December - Volunteering by people in both developing and developed countries can help achieve the goal of halving extreme poverty everywhere in the world by 2015, as well as improving the status of women and protecting the environment, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message marking International Volunteer Day today. 

The practice, whether “on the ground in communities, or online at home, enables ordinary people to perform extraordinary tasks,” he said. “Such contributions are vital, whether one is working to eradicate poverty, hunger, disease and illiteracy, or struggling to protect the global environment and safeguard women against discrimination and violence.” 

He said the strength of volunteerism lies in its universality. “All that is needed is a willingness to share time, a skill, or a good idea.” 

He urged governments and civil society alike to “create more opportunities for people to volunteer.” 

The UN itself encourages volunteerism through its UN Volunteers (UNV), headquartered in Bonn, Germany, and operated by the UN Development Programme (UNDP). 

Every year some 5,000 UN volunteers from more than 150 different nationalities actively support the work of the UN. 

To examine the role of volunteerism in development, Pakistan is scheduled to host the first UN system conference on volunteerimg and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) from Sunday to Tuesday this week. 

Experts from around the world with diverse backgrounds in development and volunteerism will share views and discuss actions to increase volunteer contributions to global anti-poverty goals, according to conference organizers. 

UNESCO voices alarm at escalating violence against journalists in Philippines 

6 December - Condemning the second murder of a Philippines reporter in a week - and the 11th this year - the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has voiced alarm at the escalating violence against journalists in the southeast Asian country, calling it a direct attack on democracy. 

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), reported that 23 year-old Stephen Omais, a staff writer of the bimonthly community paper Guru Press, was found dead with torture marks on his body in Tabuk Town, northern Philippines, after the entire paper received death threats in relation to a story about a public works project. 

“The murderers of Mr. Omais, whose body was found in a garbage bin, appear to be bent on meting out the same treatment to democracy and rule of law,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in a statement. 

“Violence against journalists in the Philippines has recently escalated and is reaching a truly alarming level. To protect democracy and rule of law, adequate measures must be taken to bring the criminals responsible for these barbarous acts of violence to trial,” he added. 

Professional organizations said Mr. Omais was the 46th journalist to have been assassinated since the establishment of democracy in the Philippines in 1986, and they denounce the fact that not one successful prosecution has been made in connection with these murders. 

World tea production hit record high in 2003 – UN report 

6 December - World tea production last year reached a record 3.15 million tons, 75,000 tons more than in 2002, largely due to favourable weather conditions, according to a report released today by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

India accounted for the lion’s share at 27.4 per cent, followed by China with 24.6 per cent, Sri Lanka with 9.75 per cent and Kenya with 9.4 per cent. 

Despite the record production, prices stood firm. The FAO composite price averaged $1.48 per kilo from January to June 2003 and increased to an average of $1.55 per kilo in the second half of the year as a result of seasonal variation. 

Sharks get make-over in UN-backed 3-D film 

6 December - It may not exactly be man’s best friend, but the shark will have its image burnished in a United Nations-backed film that offers an astonishing, up-close three-dimensional encounter with nature’s ultimate, yet endangered predator while delivering a compelling conservation message. 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), world famous ocean explorer Jean-Michel Cousteau and 3D Entertainment have joined forces to protect sharks with a new 3D IMAX Theatre Film, SHARKS 3D, that will have its world premiere screening on 15 December in Las Vegas. 

“Despite the existence of various international treaties, certain shark species have been reduced by nearly 80 per cent in the past decade alone,” UNEP’s Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. “Today, the priority is not only to end the steady decline of the shark population, but to rehabilitate its image among the general public.” 

He said the IMAX film “is an ideal means of reaching a vast audience and changing a great number of people’s perception of these animals.” 

The movie brings the viewer face to face with a multitude of the world’s great shark species, including the Great White, Whale Shark and Hammerhead. Audiences will experience them as they truly are in their natural habitat, not wicked man-eating creatures, but wild, fascinating, and highly endangered animals, UNEP said. 

“SHARKS 3D sheds new light on the urgent need to protect these magnificent endangered animals, which are so essential to the survival of our oceans,” Mr. Cousteau, President and Chairman of Ocean Futures Society added. “To inspire and educate people to act responsibly in order to ensure the preservation of the world’s oceans is a mission the film and I have long shared.” 

Filming required an extensive nine-month shoot totaling 500 dive hours on location in Guadalupe Island, Socorro Island and the Sea of Cortez, Mexico; Malpelo Island, Columbia; the Red Sea, Egypt; Sodwana Bay, South Africa; Mozambique Channel; and Rangiroa Atoll, French Polynesia. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

7 December 2004
Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General’s Report on Afghanistan
The Secretary-General, in a report today, says that the year ahead will present many challenges to Afghanistan’s political and economic recovery.  He adds, “For the first time, however, Afghanistan will face these challenges with a directly elected President endowed with a strong popular mandate”.

He says that President Karzai has an opportunity now to select an effective Cabinet that is able to extend government authority throughout the country and deliver basic services.  He writes that a Cabinet that is both competent and representative of Afghanistan’s diversity will be critical for advancing national reconciliation.

The Secretary-General says that many issues, including social indicators and human rights, remain insufficiently addressed.  But he asserts that “it is a cause for hope and optimism that Afghans have embraced with such enthusiasm the transition to civilian, democratic rule”.  We have copies of that report in my office.

**Afghanistan
Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, arrived in Kabul today to head the United Nations delegation that will attend the inauguration of Afghan President Hamid Karzai tomorrow.  During his three-day stay in Kabul, Brahimi will meet with President Karzai and other senior Afghan officials, and will also hold discussions with the head of the United Nations Mission in Afghanistan, Jean Arnault, and United Nations agency heads.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The United Nations Mission in Côte d’Ivoire has confirmed that the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Albert Tevoedjre, has submitted his resignation in a letter dated 24 November.  The Special Representative is expected to stay on the job until the end of January.  He is expected to be in New York next week for consultations in the Security Council on Côte d’Ivoire which are scheduled for Monday.

The Deputy Secretary-General for Côte d’Ivoire, Alan Doss, travelled to Bouake yesterday along with visiting South African President Thabo Mbeki in a bid to revive the peace process.  Doss took part in a closed-door meeting President Mbeki held with the Secretary-General of the Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d’Ivoire, Guillaume Soro.  The general situation is reported to be calm in Abidjan and throughout the country generally, and United Nations peacekeepers are conducting their normal patrols.

**Democratic Republic of the Congo
Peacekeepers from the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo carried out a police operation yesterday to disarm an armed group in the Ituri region.  The operation was carried out as part of the Mission’s role in protecting civilians.  Its aim was to investigate allegations that the militia -– belonging to the Armed Forces of the Congolese People, known by its French acronym FAPC –- had executed a number of civilians, as well as child members of the militia who had attempted to flee.

Three hundred peacekeepers were involved in the operation as well as two attack helicopters.  Two United Nations peacekeepers and a civilian were wounded during the operation, while two militia fighters were killed and seven arrested.  A number of militia members escaped into the bush, using women and children as shields.  We have more on the operation in a French language press release available in my office.

**Iraq
Yesterday, in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Ashraf Qazi, held separate talks with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh and Minister of Defense Hazem Sha'lan.  The talks tackled progress in the political process as well as preparations for Iraq's national elections scheduled for 30 Jan.  Qazi and the two ministers also discussed the security situation in Iraq and efforts to improve it ahead of the elections.

Qazi, who is continuing contacts with Iraqi officials and political activists, also met with civil society groups for discussions on how the United Nations can further contribute to advancing the political process in the country.

**Sudan
The Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, met today in Naivasha, Kenya, with General Lazarus Sumbeiywo, the chief mediator to the Sudan talks.

They discussed the level of progress made so far by the parties towards achieving a comprehensive peace agreement.

Pronk is also scheduled to meet later today with Sudanese Vice President Ali Osman Taha and John Garang of the rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army/Movement (SPLA/M).  He will be reviewing with them separately the progress achieved so far, and the prospects for meeting the 31 December deadline for concluding a comprehensive peace agreement.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

There is a note from the President of the Council out on the racks, saying that newly elected Council members, whose terms won’t begin until 1 January, have been invited to attend the informal consultations of the whole, as well as both formal and informal meetings of the subsidiary bodies of the Council.

The agreement applies as of 1 December to Argentina, Denmark, Greece, Japan and Tanzania.

**Secretary-General’s Remarks on the International Year of the Family
Policies and programs must recognize that strong and healthy family structures are essential for human well being, the Secretary-General told the General Assembly this morning.  He spoke at an event marking the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family.

He also said that although families take many different forms, all confront very serious pressures.  So Governments need to do more to help them adapt, thrive, and fulfil their social, cultural and economic roles.  We have the full text available upstairs.

**Somalia
Over the weekend, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland wrapped up a three-day mission in Somalia.  In Nairobi today, Egeland urged the donor community and the press to pay closer attention to Somalia, where a major humanitarian crisis has been all but forgotten.

With the establishment of a transitional government, he said, Somalia has reached a turning point.  For the United Nations agencies to be effective in their efforts to capitalize on this momentum, they would need a much stronger response to the 2005 Humanitarian Appeal for Somalia, which totals $164 million.

**Islamophobia Seminar
The Secretary-General will open a seminar tomorrow on Islamophobia, which begins in Conference Room One at 9:50 a.m.  The seminar, “Confronting Islamophobia: Education for Tolerance and Understanding”, is the second in a series of seminars organized by the Department for Public Information on “Unlearning Intolerance”.

**World Chronicle
The United Nations television programme “World Chronicle” will be shown today.  The guest, Kathryn Bushkin, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of the United Nations Foundation will be talking about the Foundation’s work.  You can be seen that on in-house television channels 3 and 31 at 3:30 this afternoon.

**Press Conference
Finally, a press conference tomorrow at 11 a.m.  Ambassador Philippe Djangone-Bi of Côte d’Ivoire will be here to talk about the latest developments in his country.

That’s all I have for you.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Lakhdar Brahimi was quoted on Dutch radio this weekend as saying that the situation in Iraq is a mess -- I think was his phrase -- and said that if it remained that way, he couldn’t see how elections could go on.  Since he was so intimately involved with the United Nations process that has led to elections, is he speaking for the United Nations when he says that?  And if he is not, what does the United Nations think about what he said?

Spokesman:  He was speaking in his own words, I think, in his personal capacity.  So he was not speaking for the Secretary-General.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any thoughts about what he said?  I mean maybe he says he is speaking in his personal capacity, but he is known to the world as a United Nations official who is involved in the process in Iraq.

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General did not know he was going to be making these remarks, and he was not speaking for the Secretary-General.

Question:  Following from that question, has Mr. Qazi determined, along with the United Nations officials, that the situation has stabilized to the extent that they can hold elections.  Is he still optimistic?

Spokesman: You know, we consistently said that it’s really not Mr. Qazi’s or the United Nations’ call.  It’s really up to the Iraqi authorities to say whether they feel they can hold elections or not.

Question:  But Mr. Qazi has in the past given statements to the effect that, for instance, he has cautioned the United States with not taking (inaudible) in Falujah.  And he has no opinion on this at all?

Spokesman:  I think I have nothing to add to what I just said.

Question:  If elections are not held by 31 January, does that mean, through the administrative law, that Iraq is back under occupation?  Is the Government still a legal entity -– the transitional government there -- if elections are not held by the thirty-first?

Spokesman:  That’s a decision that the Iraqi Government will have to make, how they bridge the gap resulting from the transitional law.

Question:  The Secretary-General’s critics and supporters alike seem to want to hear a more comprehensive response to the allegations about his son’s involvement in the oil-for-food and, indeed, a strong response to the Congressional calls for his resignation.  When is he going to start speaking to the press, or is he avoiding us right now?

Spokesman:  First of all, it’s not for him to speak for his son.  His son will have to speak for himself.  Second, he does expect to give a year-end press conference.  We haven’t fixed a date yet, but it will be in December, before the holidays.  What was the other thing that you mentioned?

Question:  Is he avoiding us right now?

Spokesman:  No.

Correspondent:  It appears that way.

Spokesman:  Security does put restrictions on his movements.  He’s not as free as he once was to come in and out of the front door of the building.  And that has resulted, I think, in a little bit less interaction with you.  He has been talking a bit more one-on-one to journalists, though, to try to compensate for that.

Question:  One diplomat described him to me this week as being in torment.  Is that your impression?

Spokesman:  No.  It’s not easy for him to take demands for his resignation from a few United States lawmakers and a few United States publications.  But he’s focused on his work.  He has for the coming year, 2005, a big and essential agenda for him, and he intends to stick with it.

Question:  Going back to Iraq for a second.  How many election monitors -– I read somewhere that the United Nations was doubling them -– how many are there now?

Spokesman:  I can’t give you an exact number.  There should be over 20 now.  But it’s in the area of 20.

Question:  And that’s in addition to the 35 (inaudible).  What’s the total number of United Nations people there then?

Spokesman:  I don’t have that number, but the ceiling remains 59.

Question:  On a different subject.  Last Friday, when we were talking about the OIOS inquiry and the meeting between the Staff Union and Catherine Bertini, you said afterwards that the United Nations will now listen to staff complaints about the Nair case after following this meeting.  In an interview over the weekend, which was published in a paper in Asia, Mr. Nair was quoted as saying that the reopening of this inquiry was completely wild.  And he said I have been reassured by the Chef de Cabinet that there will not be any reopening of the inquiry.  Could you explain that discrepancy?

Spokesman:  That runs counter to what I’ve been told, and to what Catherine Bertini, the Under-Secretary of Management, told the Staff Council leadership.  She said that she would look at what they had to submit, and if she felt there were grounds -- there was fresh information -- she would take a fresh look at these allegations.  So I’ve said that publicly, and I say it again now.  And that’s our official position.

Question:  What are the specific reasons behind the resignation of the Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire?

Spokesman:  He’s 75 years-old and I think he felt that he has made a good effort, but it’s time for him to step down.  He’ll be here, as I said, next week, and you can ask him yourself.  We don’t have many details, but he did explain to the Secretary-General that he wanted to step down.  He’ll stay on until we can find a replacement.

Question:  There are press reports that he has resigned because of the difficulty of dealing with President Laurent Gbagbo.

Spokesman:  You would have to ask him that.  I don’t have that kind of detail.

Question:  Is there any link between the wave of pressure about his oil-for-food programme with his position on an illegitimate and illegal United States war in Iraq and also his (inaudible) condemnation of Israel for the killing of tens of thousands of Palestinian people, including children?

Spokesman:  I don’t want to speculate about why people are saying what they’re saying.  He feels he has the strong support of the Member States and, as I said, he’s committed to working on the substantive agenda that he has before him, in particular United Nations reform and the Millennium Development Goals.  I don’t think we want to speculate about the reasons for these few people calling for his resignation.

Question:  On Friday, we asked a question about whether, or some of the questions were answered in the FT interview today, but one question wasn’t answered today which is whether Mr. Annan has any knowledge of his son being involved in any Iraqi oil trade.  Do you know if he has any knowledge of his son (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  I don’t know the answer to that question.  It has never come up here, so.

Question:  Well, I raised it on Friday.  It came up then, so maybe you can make another effort to try and find out.

Spokesman:  I’ll relay that question for you.

Question:  Will the Secretary-General be meeting with the Foreign Minister of Fiji this afternoon?  Since Fiji in the past had offered forces to protect United Nations election staff, and now you know have the European Union offering money for that force protection.  Is this in any way leading up to some announcement of new measures, new commitments of United Nations staff for the Iraqi election?

Spokesman:  I’m not aware that it is.  We’ll see if we can get a read out of the meeting afterwards.  I frankly don’t know what the subject is, whether it is specifically Iraq.  It could be, for the reasons you’ve mentioned.

Question:  I have one more question about the FT interview.  In there the Secretary-General says he was never lobbied by his son.  But he then says, rather mysteriously, that of course his son did introduce him to his friends.  What does he mean by it?  Does it mean that his son introduced him to his business associates or does he mean that he introduced him to his personal friends?

Spokesman:  I don’t know the answer to that question.  I think what he was trying to say is that there were casual, social encounters that naturally take place.  But that you should not necessarily see these as being linked to his son’s business affairs.

Thank you very much.  Djibril is not with us today, so that’s it for today.

* *** *
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Yahoo News  - Jean-Michel Cousteau, the United Nations Environment Programme and 3D Entertainment Join Forces to Protect Sharks with New 3D IMAX Theatre Film


UN News Centre - Sharks get make-over in UN-backed 3-D film


YubaNet - Mines to be Cleared for Thousands of Migrating Elephants


New Zealand Herald - NZ bids for global warming study fund


IPS - U.S. Companies See Advantages in Carbon Emissions Market


IPS - Global Warming Killing Oceans' Life Centres
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Only Punjab - Africa ‘makes excuse on climate’


ABC - Australia to Meet Kyoto Target But Refuses to Sign


ENS - Warming Climate Linked to Reef Destruction
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