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Eco-tourism with a twist
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In one Brazilian city, going green is simply part of the landscape

By JILL WENDHOLT SILVA
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CURITIBA, PARANÁ, BRAZIL — Utter the phrase “eco-tourism,” and chances are an adrenaline-pumping, Indiana Jones-style walk on the wild side comes to mind.

You might imagine paddling in a canoe while slithering through steamy jungles on the tongue of the mighty Amazon River. Or sleeping in a vine hammock suspended above the rain forest's lofty canopy. Or hunting with binoculars for elusive insects, birds and butterflies in a tropical paradise.

But eco-tourism can take a distinctly urban bent.

When my Brazilian-born husband, Otavio, and I packed our children, André, 9, and Daniela, 4, for a trip to Brazil, we decided to skip the yellow fever shots and malaria pills. Our walk on the wild side would be confined to the asphalt jungle. With comfortable shoes stuffed into our overstuffed luggage, we were ready for some Paraná-style tree hugging.

On a short flight from São Paulo, our plane circled over the high plateaus of Curitiba, the capital city of the state of Paraná. With a population of 1.6 million, it's a thriving metropolitan area bent on showing a handful of world tourists a model for reuse, recycling and urban planning.

Ask nearly any Curitibano to recount the growth of the city and, regardless of age, most flash back to 1972, when then-Mayor Jaime Lerner decided to block off Rua das Flores, a central avenue into downtown, to create a pedestrian shopping mall. That was the beginning of the creation of an infrastructure that controlled the city's growth and secured it as an economic hub for the region.

As a civil engineering student at Maringá State University of Paraná, Otavio became a disciple of Lerner, an internationally recognized architect and urban planner. It's been two decades since Otavio graduated and began working in the environmental consulting field, but his eyes still shine when he talks about Lerner.

Known as the Ecological Capital of Brazil, Curitiba in 1990 was awarded the United Nations Environment Award, identifying it as one of the world's “most livable” cities. In 1992 the International Institute for Energy Conservation recognized it for creating a mass transit that uses 25 percent less energy than other cities with 75 percent of all trips on a bus.

In the last four decades, the city's elected officials have deliberately set about honing a model mass transit system, a solid-waste recycling program and a parks system that has tripled the number of parks and green spaces in the city.

A much beloved liberal politician who retained popular support in Brazil and abroad, Lerner has served as Curitiba's mayor three times and Paraná's governor twice. In recent years he has been a guest professor at the University of California-Berkeley.

Understanding the grand design
To understand the roots of Brazil's urban planning movement, we start with a trip to the Oscar Niemeyer Museum. The white, saucer-shaped building most clearly represents the Brazilian aesthetic. The bottom floor of this ultramodern museum is devoted to pen-and-ink conceptual sketches by Niemeyer, the country's most famous architect and, not coincidentally, the creator of the nation's futuristic capital, Brasilia.

In the 1960s Brasilia was a social experiment designed to draw the population — roughly 80 percent of which clung to coastline — to the vast and largely untapped resources of the interior of the country. Niemeyer's grand vision put together a city laid out on a grid, fanning out from the center.

In the case of Curitiba, however, Lerner did not have the luxury of constructing a pristine new city on once barren land. About 220 miles south of São Paulo, the prairies of Curitiba in the late 1600s served as a route for cattle drivers who traveled between Viamão in the southern state of Rio Grande do Sul and Estrada de Ferro Sorocabana in São Paulo, a defunct railroad line.

By the late 1800s large waves of immigrants from Germany, Poland, Italy and Ukraine began arriving. The majority of immigrants cut timber from the surrounding region or grew coffee and mate, a pungent herb emblematic of the region and drunk by cowboys from a sipping gourd. Over the years the city continued to attract a diverse array of immigrants, including the Japanese, who came at the turn of the century to work on coffee plantations.

By the 1970s city planners recognized the city's haphazard growth and sought to produce a more organized living pattern. The Lerner Plan was built around the five axes into the city and used to unite eight cities into a metropolitan area.

The tie that would lace it all together?

Mass transit. Not electric cars hovering on tracks. It turned out to be something as low-tech as a bus system referred to as a “surface subway.”

Night or day, Curitibanos hop on the bus. No surprise, then, that the bus is also the best way for a tourist to see the city. Curitiba's tourist buses fan out in a loop from Rua 24 Horas, a shopping mall named for the street that never sleeps. You can eat, shop and do errands at any hour, a common occurrence in the United States but a rare convenience in many Brazilian cities. Still, even at rush hour, there is relatively little automobile traffic downtown, despite a population of 1.6 million.

We look for a white bus featuring tourist destinations. The 10 real (about $3.75 U.S.) allows you to disembark three times, and a tour is given in three languages — Spanish, Portuguese and English.

The articulated buses make their circuit through the city zones in express bus lanes, stopping to pick up riders at transparent tube platforms that facilitate easy-on, easy-off access. The system transports 2 million passengers a day on 340 color-coded lines using more than 1,500 vehicles.

The “surface subway'' setup allows drivers to collect fares in 20 percent of the time it takes Los Angeles rapid transit authorities, according to former Los Angeles Mayor Richard Riordan, who was interviewed in a promotional film produced by the Curitiba Tourism Authority called “Going to the Future.”

Waste not, want not
Already well-versed in the ways of curbside recycling, our kids immediately notice the most obvious offshoot of the city's litter campaign. Primary colored trash bins known as lixo baskets dot the city- scape. Each is coded with graphics to help even children and the illiterate separate various types of waste.

In Curitiba, curbside recycling has been a way of life for years. Social service agencies also run a green exchange program that encourages poor families to exchange recyclable waste for fruits and vegetables. Orange-clad city street sweepers pick up trash on the streets and walkways. They work as part of a social program that employs senior citizens and people without job skills.

As we ride on the bus through the city, we notice workers installing solar panels on a new home. When we stop at Parque Bariguí, the second-largest urban park in Brazil, a small herd of sheep is grazing the grass down to a stubble. Their work saves the expense of full-time groundskeepers.

Each neighborhood we pass through has its own character, but the farols provide a unifying theme. Literally translated in Portuguese as “lighthouse,” the farols are tiny libraries with Internet access. They are one reason the city's literacy rate is one of the highest in the country.

All around us is evidence the city government has used urban ingenuity to reclaim numerous blighted buildings, turning them into civic workspaces and cultural attractions. Parque Sao Lorenco, once a glue factory, is what Curitibanos call a “creativity center,” a scaled down community center with space for art exhibits. Nearby, an abandoned rock quarry provides a natural shell and splendid acoustics necessary for the city's opera house, Ópera de Arame.

The Paiol Theatre, a former gunpowder deposit built in 1906, has been transformed into an intimate 225-seat performing arts theater. The Jardim Botânico, or botanical gardens, sits high atop a hill and is surrounded by the region's distinctive Paraná pine trees. The greenhouse structure provides one of the best examples of the recycled metal tubing and glass construction that has become the city's stylish architectural trademark.

“We are making citizens aware of the possibility to actually have an ecological city,” Lerner says in Curitiba's promotional film. “That is, we are making the population experience a radical change in attitude. . . . It's a vision that concerns the whole planet. It is a local attitude to guarantee a global survival.”

____________________________________________________________________________
The Guardian (Tanzania)

Leaded fuel use ends this year, Parliament told

2005-02-05 08:10:39

By Henry Lyimo, Dodoma

Leaded motor vehicle fuel in Tanzania comes to an end this year, as the country joins the rest of the world to phase out the fuel, the government has said.

The Deputy Minister for Energy and Minerals, Dr Ibrahim Msabaha, said in Parliament here that on December 31, this year, would be the last day for using leaded fuel in the country.

He was responding to a question from Ali Said Salum (Ziwani, CCM) who asked about effects on vegetables planted along the main roads in many urban areas.

Africa is now on track for a complete phase out of leaded motor vehicle fuel by 2005 or early 2006 in the case of some countries, such as South Africa.

According to studies, phasing out leaded petrol is of critical importance for human health as it will save a significant number of people from diseases that build up slowly from lead poisoning.

Lead is a cumulative toxin that builds up in soft tissues like kidney, bone marrow, liver and brain, as well as in bones and teeth.

Research shows that most lead poisoning occurs when people breathe air, drink water, and eat food contaminated with lead.  

In Tanzania, BP has already introduced unleaded fuel in the market setting the pace in efforts to reduce health and environmental risks caused by leaded petrol.

According to the Deputy Minister for Agriculture and Food Security, Pius Mbawala, studies conducted by Tanzania Industrial Research and Development Organisation (TIRDO) and Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA), researchers showed there were contamination of sulphure and nitrogen dioxide to both soil and vegetables planted along roads.

The concentration level was high for soil and vegetables planted in between one and five metres from the roads, the Deputy Minister said.

The importance of phasing out leaded fuel has also been highlighted by research carried out by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and scientists at the University of Agriculture and Technology in Kenya.

The study found high lead levels in urban areas in both soil and vegetables, with concentrations in vegetables as much as nearly 17 times the World Health Organisation limit, according to Environment Justice Network Forum (EJNF).

· SOURCE: Guardian
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Haroldoan

Finland To Host UN Seminar On Hazardous Wastes In The Middle East

Feb. 04 2005

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Government of Finland are jointly organising a capacity-building seminar on hazardous wastes in the Middle East in Helsinki on 7-9 February for sixteen officials and experts from Egypt, Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority.

The seminar will explore the technical aspects of hazardous wastes policies and practices in the region. Topics will include best available technologies and procedures for the treatment of hazardous wastes, the respective roles of industries and municipalities and regional cooperation.

The event will be opened by the Finnish Minister of Environment Jan-Erik Enestam, and during the seminar Finnish experts will present the country’s experiences in the field of hazardous wastes management.

The seminar is being organised in response to several recommendations contained in a recent UNEP report entitled “Desk Study on the Environment in the Occupied Palestinian Territories”. These recommendations include separating hazardous and non-hazardous wastes and setting up pilot projects for managing medical wastes and for recycling tyres.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS
ENVIRONMENT:
Human Development at the Service of Wildlife
Julio Godoy* 

PARIS, Feb 2 (Tierramérica) - Human development in the countries of Africa, Latin America and Asia is essential for protecting the diversity of plant and animal species, says biologist Edward O. Wilson, professor emeritus of Harvard University and one of the ''fathers'' of the concept of biodiversity. 

''Eighty percent of the human population lives in the countries of the developing South, where most of the species, especially in the tropic jungles of Africa, Latin America and Asia, are also concentrated,'' he said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

''The problem lies in that the human populations in those regions destroy the natural resources around them, and with them the species, because they have no other means of subsistence. This is why improved living conditions in developing countries is indispensable for saving biodiversity,'' said the eminent biologist. 

Wilson urges all rich countries ''to increase development aid for those regions, and include in the corresponding programmes goals for conservation of biodiversity.'' 

Wilson was in Paris for the international conference ''Biodiversity: Science and Governance'', which took place here Jan. 24-28, drawing hundreds of experts and officials from around the world. 

The aim of the conference was to seek ways to implement the Convention on Biological Diversity, approved at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, organised by the United Nations in 1992. 

The Convention entered into force in 1993, although the U.S. government never ratified it, and the text remains a dead letter due to the lack of instruments that would compel governments, companies and individuals to protect biodiversity. 

Wilson says such protection is essential for guaranteeing environmental security for humanity, because the different species provide free services to humans, such as cleaning up water, stabilising the atmosphere, and creating fertile soil. 

''Economists and ecologists have calculated that the annual value of those services, provided free of cost to humanity, is some 30 trillion dollars, or more than the global gross domestic product,'' he said. 

At the Paris conference, scientists and government officials recognised that human activities are the driving force behind the acceleration of species extinction: some 16,000 types of animals and 60,000 types of plants are endangered. 

The rapid process of extinction, similar in magnitude to the disappearance of the dinosaurs, is occurring despite the international conventions and numerous official speeches made about the risks that this poses for the planet, said the conference participants. 

For example, in 2002 the signatory countries of the Convention on Biological Diversity pledged at The Hague to reduce significantly the rate of decline of biodiversity by the year 2010, but that didn't prevent governments like France from authorising construction in highly sensitive regions, like the glaciers of the Alps. 

Less than two months ago, Paris authorised exploitation of the rocky glaciers of Vars Pass in the French Alps, near the Italian border. That region is one of two ecosystems in the world where the Brachyta borni is found. This extremely rare beetle was first discovered in 1997. 

Because of situations like this, ''we scientists are under the impression that there is no progress in protecting biodiversity, despite the fact that the crisis has reached historic proportions,'' said Michel Loreau, president of the Paris conference's scientific committee. 

''We need to show governments, private companies and individuals the environmental consequences of their actions are,'' through clear and understandable indicators about species extinction, which illustrate the crisis of biodiversity, said scientists in a public appeal issued during the conference. 

The experts suggested creating a new scientific structure, similar to the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change, set up by the World Meteorological Organisation and the United Nations Environment Programme in 1988. The task of the IPCC is to use scientific information to provide relevant information for understanding the process of global warming. 

But an entity of this type already exists: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, launched by U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan in June 2001, to provide information about the consequences for humankind of ecosystem and species destruction. 

Beyond entities for analysis and diagnosis, the priority, agree experts, is to make an inventory of the world's species -- a colossal effort for which scientists lack sufficient resources. 

Says Philippe Bouchet, professor at the National Museum of Natural History, in Paris: ''To catalogue some 10,000 species of birds, we have a veritable army of data collectors, thanks to institutions like the League for Bird Protection, or BirdLife International. But for the more than one million species of insects, our capacity of gathering information is not even a hundredth of that.'' 

''For a species to exist in our conscience, it must have a name. But if society doesn't want to invest in ensuring vital coexistence with 30 million species, it is also going to consider an inventory a futile endeavour,'' said Bouchet. 

(* Julio Godoy is an IPS correspondent. Originally published Jan. 29 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
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BBC

Climate threat to moorland birds 
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The golden plover has been protected by law since 1979


Future climate change could threaten the populations of moorland birds. 
Scientists at Newcastle and Manchester universities have found that golden plover chicks now hatch on average nine days earlier than 20 years ago. 
The bird is found on the moors and peat bogs of the Pennines, Peak and Lake Districts and Highlands. 
Scientists say failure of the plover chick's main prey, daddy long legs or craneflies, to adapt at the same rate could threaten the plover's future. 
Warmer springs 
They say warmer springs have affected the change and other upland species such as greenshank and red grouse could also be affected. 
The study warns that if climate change predictions prove accurate, golden plovers will be nesting three weeks earlier by 2100. 
While craneflies will adapt to some extent, they are unlikely to be present in sufficient numbers to sustain the earliest golden plover chicks, experts believe. 
Dr James Pearce-Higgins, research biologist at the RSPB and who led the research, said: "The golden plover has been protected by EU law since 1979, because of the important populations in the UK. 
"Any escalation of climate change will put in peril not just the plover but other moorland and peatland species as well."
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Top of Form

The Daily Yomiuri (Tokyo)
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HEADLINE: Mekong the Magnificent
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Greater Mekong Subregion Atlas of the Environment

Asian Development Bank and United Nations Environment Programme

216 pp, 40 dollars



The great Mekong River twists and winds 4,200 kilometers from the eastern edge of the Himalayas down to the South China Sea. The river starts in Yunan Province, China, but its enormous watershed encompasses parts of Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos.

Taken together, these six countries and one province contain a population of about 250 million, roughly equivalent to that of the United States, but in a land area only a quarter as large. The vast majority of these people depend, directly or indirectly, on the rich resources of the Mekong watershed. 

A watershed ecosystem, of course, pays no attention to national boundaries. Deforestation high in the uplands, for example, can impact water quality and fish resources far downstream. Recognizing that they share a common limited resource base and therefore a common future, the concerned nations and province have formed the Greater Mekong Subregional Plan, a coordinated effort to encourage sustainable resource utilization while preserving biological and cultural diversity throughout the watershed.

In support of this plan, the U.N. Environment Programme and the Asian Development Bank have prepared a magnificent volume, The Greater Mekong Subregion Atlas of the Environment. In 216 pages of well-written text combined with superb color photographs, maps and charts, the Atlas introduces the subregion's environmental resources and the major issues surrounding their sustainable use.

For example, despite abundant rainfall throughout the subregion, more than 80 million people lack reliable access to safe drinking water.

Poverty is also a major factor in loss of resources. With one in five residents below the poverty line, and with a prime specimen of teak tree valued at 20,000 dollars, there is no wonder that illegal logging is placing undue pressure on the subregion's prime tropical hardwood resources.

Poverty also leads to habitat destruction and illegal hunting of spectacular biodiversity resources, which include world-class endangered species, such as the Asian elephant, banteng wild cattle, Indochinese tiger and Siamese crocodile.

A major feature of the Atlas is a section of 40 full-page remote sensing images. These pictures focus on the most environmentally crucial ecoregions, and employ Landsat satellite data, collected and transmitted from outer space, to distinguish among different categories of vegetation cover and land use. Both visible and infrared wavelengths are used, and the sharply enhanced contrasting pink, blue and green colors make for easy interpretation of the displayed data.

Remotely sensed images provide a handy tool for assessing environmental conditions over a wide area. To obtain comparable data from traditional field research would require totally impractical amounts of manpower and time. In nearly inaccessible mountainous areas, for example, the images show at a glance the extent of natural forest lost to logging and agricultural development.

Most disturbing, especially in light of the recent tsunami disaster, are images covering the coastline, which clearly show that immense tracts of mangrove have been lost to shrimp aquaculture, rice cultivation and development. Not only are mangroves vital for conserving biodiversity, but they also form a buffer zone that protects the land from high waves.

Looking to the future, the Atlas identifies numerous strategies for sustainable development. These include promotion of ecotourism and cultural tourism, a reevaluation of traditional low-intensity swidden agricultural practices, better systems for allowing freshwater fish to migrate freely, and an expanded role for local nongovernmental organizations. The Atlas is a must-have reference for anyone directly connected with the region, whether in an academic, business or policy fashion. There is also a wealth of information and visual impact for those with general interest in or planning a trip to the area.
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Xinhua

HEADLINE: Tennis ball reuse program booming in Japan

BODY:


The tennis ball reuse program has continued to grow in Japan as it becomes increasingly well-known through media attention, according to a statement by the Global Sports Alliance (GSA) reaching here on Friday.

The GSA program encourages tennis players and clubs in Japan to send old tennis balls to schools around the country, where they are fitted to desks and chairs to reduce noise and protect the floor. 

In January, 37,000 balls were distributed to 28 schools across Japan, said the GSA statement.

The old tennis balls are donated from numerous sources, from small tennis schools to large clubs, such as the Sony Tennis Club, which boasts 300 members, it said.

The club gets through about 2,000 balls a year, which were previously discarded. Now tennis players can make a contribution to the global environment, as well as enjoying their favorite sport.

The GSA is a nonprofit international organization in Japan whose main aim is to promote awareness and action on environmental issues among athletes and sports fans. 

In 2000, the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Program signed a memorandum of understanding with the GSA to jointly promote environmental awareness among athletes and sport fans around the world. 
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Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Schnee von morgen Von Karin Finkenzeller

	


06. Februar 2005 Optimismus ist hier erste Bürgerpflicht: "Wenn es in 15 bis 20 Jahren keinen Schnee mehr gibt, dann soll das halt so sein. Aber ich glaube nicht, daß es so schlimm wird", sagt Hubert Holzheu, Inhaber der Skischule Ostrachtal in Hindelang. Eine Studie der UN über das absehbare Ende des Skisports in Lagen unterhalb 2000 Metern? Alles Quatsch. "Wir hatten immer schon gute und schlechte Winter."  
[image: image23.png]





Vor zwei Jahren haben Holzheu und seine Partner in einen weiteren Standort im Skigebiet Oberjoch investiert: Skischule, Verleih und ein Restaurant. Es ist Anfang Januar. Das Geschäft brummt. Der Iseler-Sessellift hievt stündlich bis zu 2400 Skifahrer in die Höhe. Die Kurse sind gut gebucht; um die 160 Paar Ski und knapp hundert Snowboards im Verleih stehen die Leute Schlange. "Für uns war die Investition kein Risiko." 

Zu niedrig
Hindelang im Oberallgäu liegt auf 820 Metern, die Lifte am Oberjoch verkehren zwischen 1136 und 1520 Metern. Zu niedrig, wenn man den Warnungen der UN-Umweltorganisation Unep glaubt. Zumindest langfristig. Laut Studie nämlich steigt die Schneefallgrenze im Alpenraum wegen der Klimaerwärmung in den nächsten dreißig bis maximal fünfzig Jahren auf 1500 Meter an. Vielleicht sogar auf 1800 Meter. Wegen der tiefen Lagen der Skigebiete sei das Allgäu besonders betroffen: "Die einzigen Regionen mit guten Zukunftsaussichten werden jene sein, die über Transportmöglichkeiten auf Höhen über 2000 Meter verfügen."  

Als die Studie vor zwei Jahren vorgestellt wurde, beteten die Liftbetreiber und Hotelbesitzer im Allgäu noch um Schnee. Und wurden erhört. Nicht schon wieder so ein Winter wie 2002/2003, als die Pisten bis Ende Januar grün blieben! Der Schnee kam zwar auch vorige und diese Saison spät, aber rechtzeitig für das wichtige Geschäft zu Weihnachten und Neujahr. Aufatmen, wenn auch nur für unbestimmte Zeit. 2004 hat es an Drei König schon wieder getaut.  

Schneekanonen laufen auf Hochtouren
Die Schneekanonen laufen auf Hochtouren. Jede Nacht speien sie Tonne über Tonne Kunstschnee auf die Pisten, ob in Bolsterlang, Hindelang, Nesselwang, Oberstaufen, Oberstdorf oder im Kleinwalsertal. Oberstdorf beschneit nicht nur alpine Pisten, sondern auch zehn Kilometer Loipen im Langlaufstadion Ried. Vom 16. bis 27. Februar findet auf diesen Spuren die Nordische Ski-WM 2005 statt.  

"Ohne künstliche Beschneiung wäre hier schon längst Feierabend", bekennt Michael Hemeier, Vorsitzender des Hotel- und Gaststättenverbands in Hindelang. "Sie ist für uns ein absolutes Muß", bekräftigt auch Georg Fahrenschon, Vorstand der Kleinwalsertaler Bergbahngesellschaft. "Wir sind auf durchschnittlich 120 Betriebstage angewiesen, die ohne technische Beschneiung nicht zu erreichen sind." Der Verlust durch Schneemangel sei deutlich höher als die Kosten der Schneekanonen.  

Die künstliche Beschneiung funktioniert aber nur bei Temperaturen von wenigstens minus drei bis minus fünf Grad Celsius, je nach Luftfeuchtigkeit. Weil die Hochwinter- und Kälteperioden zuletzt immer kürzer wurden, müßten nun in vergleichsweise kurzer Zeit möglichst große Flächen gleichzeitig beschneit werden, sagt Fahrenschon. "Die Erweiterung des Geräteparks ist die logische Konsequenz." Da trifft es sich gut, daß die bayerische Staatsregierung den heimischen Bergen künftig mehr Kunstschnee zumuten will. Die Größe der Anlagen soll nicht mehr per Gesetz begrenzt werden. Die Schneekanonen dürfen mehr Kunstschnee auswerfen als bisher und erhalten unbefristete Genehmigungen. 

"Die Droge Winter/Schnee braucht man"
"Die Droge Winter/Schnee braucht man", sagt Ottmar Barbian, Tourismusdirektor in Oberstdorf. Die Warnungen der UN aber wiegelt er ab: "Teilweise wird das auch kraß dargestellt, sonst lesen es die Leute nicht." Rolf Buerki, Professor für Wirtschaftsgeographie in Zürich und einer der Autoren der Unep-Studie, kennt solche Argumente nur zu gut: "Tourismusvertreter denken, daß der Klimawandel übertrieben dargestellt wird." Nur wer sich frühzeitig darauf einstelle, könne jedoch die verbleibende Zeit nutzen, um den Fremdenverkehr zu sichern. 
Nach Saison getrennte Besucherzahlen geben die Fremdenverkehrsämter im Allgäu nicht preis. Aber auch wenn sie es nicht gerne zugeben - die Allgäuer erwägen häufig Alternativangebote für ihre Winterurlauber. Die Ortsgruppe Marktoberdorf des Bayerischen Alpenvereins lädt zum Langlauf - "bei Schneemangel findet eine Wanderung statt". Wertach organisiert eine "Schneeschuhwanderung mit Franz. Bei Schneemangel Halbtageswanderung". Immenstadt lobt ganz unten auf seiner Website: "Bei Schneemangel bestehen herrliche Wandermöglichkeiten." 

"Die Tendenz ist nicht zu verleugnen", sagt Gudrun-Christine Eß, Kurdirektorin in Fischen. "Wir haben aber genügend Vorlaufzeit, um herauszufinden, was unsere Gäste als Alternative akzeptieren würden." Fischen setzt auf Beauty, Wellness und Esoterik. Hindelang errichtet einen "Nordic Walking Park" und besinnt sich auf Kulturangebote in der Region. Das Projekt "Null Grad Celsius" mit einer Mischung aus Skikurs und Multimediaschulung soll den Ort zudem für Klassenreisen attraktiv machen. Oberstaufen kann bis zu einer Woche mit Alternativprogrammen wie Nordic Walking, Mountain Biking oder geführten Wanderungen überbrücken. Außerdem gibt es in der Region inzwischen eine ganze Reihe von Erlebnisbädern. "Aber das ersetzt niemals das, was die Leute wirklich wollen", sagt Bianca Keybach, Assistentin des Kurdirektors in Ober-staufen. Schon jetzt sei spürbar, daß die Urlauber im Winter sehr kurzfristig buchten. "Die rufen an, ob Schnee liegt, und stehen dann vor der Tür. Das macht die Planung für die Hoteliers extrem schwierig." Oberstaufen wirbt deshalb auch damit, daß im Umkreis von einer Stunde - zumindest bisher - Schneesicherheit besteht.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA BRIEFING
Bahrain

Insight into wetlands

A seminar on wetlands was held at the Environment Friends Society (EFS), in Hamad Town. 

The seminar was held to mark World Wetlands Day 2005 and 30 guests attended the event, which discussed issues such as the role of wetlands in the environment and the importance of preserving them for future generations. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103669&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27323
Clean-up ordered

A COMPANY has been ordered to clean up a beach where it has been illegally dumping silt for almost 20 years.

Environmental experts are first studying the extent of the damage caused to Maameer Beach by the long-term pollution.

Once the study is finished, the company will start cleaning and removing the waste it has dumped, supervised by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife and the Central Municipality.

In addition, the municipality will work on rehabilitating the beach by planting trees along the coast.

The aim is to encourage people to use the beach as a recreational area.

The sand producing company has been ordered by the Central Municipal Council to clean up the beach, which is near Bapco.

"Our laws clearly state that if a company is found to have been unlawfully dumping pollutants, it falls on that same company to clean the mess it has caused," said council member Abbas Mahfoodh.

"For almost 20 years this company has been dumping silt in the beach, which has caused profound damage to the environment and wildlife there.

"The silt has stopped the circulation of air in the ground and killed most of the plant life that grew there and had a negative effect on the fish habitats.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103692&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27323
Green campaign launched by Alba

One thousand free saplings have been distributed by Alba to its employees on the occasion of the National Environment Day, which falls on February 14.

This marks the beginning of Alba's 'Let's Go Green' campaign, which aims to make all areas of the country greener by providing free trees to all Bahrain's Governorates. 

The campaign is one of a number of Alba community service programmes involving staff in voluntary projects.

Alba believes that everyone can help to make a cleaner environment, and when each of our employees plants a tree we are spreading the message that we can all play a part in making a greener environment, said Alba human resources and public relations manager Shaikh Bader bin Rashid Al Khalifa said.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103620&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27322
Qatar

8km run for Environment Day planned

A MINI Marathon of 8km is to be organised on March 4 as part of activities marking Qatar Environment Day.

Qatar has been observing its environment day on February 26 since 1996 to create awareness among citizens and residents. 

This year’s programme has the slogan:’We are concerned about the environment.’ 

For the first time, the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves (SCENR) will be joining the Supreme Council for Family Affairs (SCFA) in celebrating the day, said Khalid Saleh al-Thabit, co-ordinator for the programme.

The marathon will be organised with the support of Qatar National Olympic Committee and Burger King, he said. There will also be a 4km run for children aged 8-16 years.

The venue could be either on Suhaim bin Hamad Street or near Markhiya, Khalid Saleh said.

The race is open to all and several prizes are on offer, he said.

This is the first time such a “race” is being organised in connection with Environment Day.

A series of programmes will mark the day. A march-past at the Corniche on February 24 is expected to have more than 3,000 participants. Those who want to take part as a group or support the event in other ways should call Mariam al-Hajri (4628479).

The procession is to start from Rumaillah Park at 3.30pm and make its way towards the park near the Sheraton.

The celebrations will be formally opened on February 27 with a meeting to be addressed by Khalid Ghanem al-Ali and Abdullah Nasser al-Khalifa, secretaries general of SCENR and the SCFA respectively.

A camel caravan will march through Shahaniya on March 12. More than 200 animals are expected to take part.

Students of secondary schools will take part in an inter-school environmental quiz on March 5 and 6. There will be separate contests for boys and girls.

A series of lectures is being organised jointly with the University of Qatar and the SCFA.

The SCENR and SCFA will also organise clean-up and planting campaigns, Khalid Saleh said. An exhibition is scheduled for March 19-24 at a venue yet to be finalised. 

An open day will be organised at al-Dousari Reserve on March 18. A drawing workshop for children will be held on March 17 at various malls, the official said.

Other activities include essay writing competitions, poster presentations and camps for school children. Screening of special films is being considered, jointly with QTV.

A committee to oversee the programme has been set up under the joint stewardship of Khalid Ghanem al-Ali and Mariam al-Hajri, executive manager of SCFA.

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=25255&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
Oman

UAE

Ajman in clean drive

As part of the ongoing Environment Day celebrations, the Humaid bin Rashid Foundation for Human Development will organise a three-day environment awareness campaign to start from tomorrow and continue till February 9. 

Dr Amna Khaleefa, Director-General of the foundation, said that the launching of the campaign is part of the foundation's objectives with regard to the social development and services through contributing to protecting environment and natural resource in the country.

Dr Amna Khaleefa pointed out that more than 120 students will participate in cleaning of the Al Zawra beach and the Corniche road and will also attend lectures on the importance of environment protection by Ali Saqr Al Swaidi, Chairman of Emirates Sea Environmental Protection Group. 

She said that cleaning the residential areas in the city will help raise the standard of environment awareness, beautification.

During the campaign, the areas including Al Remailah, Al Bustan, Baloosh Area and  Al Rashidiya, Musharif, Al Jarf, Al Zahra, Al Naimia, will be cleaned up by students, she said, adding that the students will also distribute publications and pamphlets on cleanliness and environment protection.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february139.xml
Box that helps cut traffic accidents wins top award

In a major triumph, the UAE University’s ‘Smart Box’ has won the Best Technology award at the Environment 2005 Exhibition and Conference recently held at the Abu Dhabi International Exhibition and Conference Centre. 

The Smart Box is the world’s first telemetic safety device, similar to the black box found in aircraft, which can capture, analyse and deliver relevant data via a wireless network.

With its primary objective to curb road accidents and reduce traffic injuries and fatalities, the device — using multiple microprocessors based on power architecture, plus a multitude of other sensors — can be attached to the automobile’s carriage to, for example, monitor the vehicle's speed, comparing it to the speed limit of the street. If the car speed is higher than the speed limit, the box would talk to the driver and issue a verbal warning; and if the driver’s violations persisted, the box could issue him a ticket and report it to the proper authorities.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february130.xml
Environmentalist set to call it a day

Leading environmentalist and inventor, Ghulam Ali Sajanlal, who will retire from his job by the end of 2005, has expressed keen desire to live in the UAE and continue his service in the fields of environment protection and water conservation in the region. 

Ghulam Ali Sajanlal, who has invented a number of products from junk and household wastes, has been in service as service manager at Jashanmal for 27 years.

“But, the time has come for me to retire from the job,” said Sajanalal, expressing keenness to continue working in the country in the environmental field till his last breath.

“Dubai is my home now. I have lived here for around three decades and the country has done a lot for me. The time has come now for me to return back my services in the interest of the local community,” said Sajanlal, whose many inventions have been hailed by the local authorities and  general public.

Sajanlal's interesting inventions todate include the environment-friendly wood-cutting machine which minimises health risks to its user, and is pollution free. Besides, the sand buster assembled on a wooden plank, fitted with the wheels of a Delsey suitcase can clean sand over an area of 225 square feet in a single minute; an Indoor barbecue stand and a toaster; and an alarm system to prevent burglary and other crimes at homes.

His latest idea of protecting the environment through usage of water from air-conditioners has helped many villas in Dubai to conserve water. The result has been encouraging, said Sajanlal, disclosing he has succeeded collecting three litres of water per ton per hour of use.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february128.xml
UAE marks environment day

The 8th National Environment Day celebrations kicked off nationwide yesterday with a host of activities aimed at educating the public on the hazards of pollution caused by motorised transport. 

Held under the theme "Towards Sustainable Transportation and Less Pollution", the event features a wide range of activities including clean-ups, exhibitions, lectures, TV programmes, seminars, workshops, contests including a photographic competitions, and other environment-related activities.

In his address to the nation, the President, His Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, urged all bodies concerned with the preservation and protection of the environment in the UAE to intensify their programmes and work towards strengthening cooperation and coordination among themselves and to expand the participation of official and civic sectors in their various projects. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february106.xml
Fresh approach to collect, manage environment data

The first pilot project of the Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative (Agedi) was officially launched by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) on Thursday. 

The launching ceremony was held at the Hotel Intercontinental Abu Dhabi in presence of international organisations, experts and decision-makers.

The goal of the project is to develop an innovative approach to environmental data collection, management and dissemination to help inform decision-makers at all levels within the government of Abu Dhabi. The project is called the Abu Dhabi Sub-National Implementation Pilot Project (AD-SNIPP).

During the Press conference the same day, Majid Al Mansouri, Secretary-General, Erwda announced that the UAE had raised its previous ranking in the latest issue of the Environmental Sustainability Index (ESI) 2005

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february104.xml

Khalifa calls for scientific and technical cooperation

Reaffirming the nation’s commitment to environmental conservation on the eighth National Environment Day today, the President, His Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, has called on all countries and global agencies to put their hands together to ensure sustainable development. 

“As long as we live and share one world and since environmental problems have no political boundaries, we call for enhancing cooperation between nations and institutions in the area of sustainable development, which cannot be achieved unless we prepare the floor for exchange of expertise, capacity building and developing needed technologies,” Shaikh Khalifa said in an address to the nation yesterday.

Stressing that scientific and technical cooperation is the most viable tool in improving ties between nations and providing the best conditions for them to co-exist, he said the UAE had always pursued a straightforward path to open up to the whole world and by virtue of that had, in a very short span of time, managed to attract the world’s respect.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february95.xml
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Annan again vows prompt action on Oil-for-Food report 

4 February - Declaring that he did not want a shadow to hang over the United Nations, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today again pledged prompt action after an interim report by an independent panel faulted the official in charge of the UN-managed Iraqi Oil-for-Food Programme for "ethically improper" conduct. 

Mr. Annan told reporters that his lawyers are working on the disciplinary action that he said yesterday would be taken against the defunct programme's head, Benon Sevan, who has now retired from the UN, and Joseph Stephanides, another official involved in the multi-billion dollar initiative – the world body's largest ever – under which Iraq, then sanctions-bound, was allowed to sell oil for food and other humanitarian supplies. 

"Obviously, there were some hard knocks in the report, and we are concerned about it, and this is why we intend to take action promptly," Mr. Annan said in reply to reporters' questions on arrival at UN Headquarters in New York. 

"We are as determined as everyone to get to the bottom of this. We do not want this shadow to hang over the UN, so we want to get to the bottom of it, get to the truth, and take appropriate measures to deal with the gaps." 

The report by the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC), named by Mr. Annan last year and headed by former United States Federal Reserve Board Chairman Paul Volcker, concluded that Mr. Sevan's actions "presented a grave and continuing conflict of interest" and his conduct "was ethically improper, and seriously undermined the integrity" of the UN. 

Asked whether the report was as bad as critics make it out to be, Mr. Annan replied: "I think for an organization like the UN, any hint of corruption and misbehaviour and that sort of disrespect for rules is harmful, and is dangerous and we cannot dismiss it, and we do take it seriously." 

Asked whether he felt betrayed by Mr. Sevan's actions in the report, he said: "I think I'm not the only who was shocked by what we read in the report. He has been here working with many of us for quite a time and we had not expected anything of the sort." 

In a letter to all UN staff, the Secretary-General said he hoped the positive achievements of the programme would not be forgotten, that despite having "to work with a corrupt and despotic Iraqi regime under almost impossible conditions," it delivered food rations sufficient to feed all 27 million Iraqis. 

"However serious the flaws revealed in this report, it does not support many of the wilder allegations made against the programme, such as that it was responsible for the alleged $21 billion of illicit revenue allegedly gained by Saddam Hussein through smuggling and other means between 1991 and 2003," he wrote. 

"I remain convinced that there is no higher calling than the work of the United Nations, and I feel greatly privileged, as I always have done, to lead an Organization that commands the loyalty of so many brilliant and devoted men and women," he concluded. 

"I firmly believe that together we can come through this crisis, and emerge better able to fulfil the trust and expectations that our member states and their citizens have placed in us." 

Other Sudanese conflicts may harm peace mission for country's south, Security Council told 

4 February - The top United Nations envoy cautioned the Security Council today that unless solutions are found to the conflicts plaguing Darfur and other regions of Sudan, the UN peace-support mission planned for the country's south will suffer. 

Briefing the Council on Secretary-General Kofi Annan's report outlining the mandate of the mission, Jan Pronk, Mr. Annan's Special Representative for Sudan, said the country's future development and stability depends on ensuring that the peace process is as comprehensive as possible. 

Mr. Annan has called for the deployment of 10,130 troops and up to 755 civilian police as part of the peace-support mission, which is being set up after last month's signing of a peace deal ending a 21-year civil war in southern Sudan. 

But a civil war between the Sudanese Government and local rebel groups has raged in Darfur in the country's west since early 2003, killing tens of thousands of people and displacing more than 1.8 million others. There has also been unrest in eastern Sudan. 

After today's briefing at UN Headquarters in New York, Mr. Pronk told reporters, "I am convinced that without a solution in Darfur, the north-south will not remain a sustainable peace agreement." 

He said violence continues in Darfur, with villages and small towns "completely demolished" and the notorious Janjaweed militias, which are allied to the Sudanese Government, boasting openly to African Union (AU) ceasefire monitors that they plan more attacks on villages. 

Mr. Pronk said the number of AU monitors in Darfur - currently being increased to around 4,000 from about 1,500 - should be doubled so that they can better cover the vast territory of the region, which is equal in size to France. 

Sudanese Vice-President Ali Osman Mohamed Taha and rebel leader John Garang, who will become a Vice-President under the north-south peace deal, have been invited to brief the Council on Tuesday. 

In his briefing to Council members, Mr. Pronk stressed that if there is any incentive for Sudanese groups to solve their problems through force, then the peace process in southern Sudan will falter. These groups "could be people in other parts of Sudan who feel oppressed, marginalized or neglected," he said. 

The envoy said it was therefore vital to move quickly to disarm and demobilize former combatants, reform the security sector, return and reintegrate refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), establish solid economic and political governance, promote the rule of law, remove landmines, rebuild damaged infrastructure and reduce poverty. 

Mr. Pronk acknowledged that "this is an enormous challenge," and also emphasized that the UN mission is designed to have "a relatively light footprint" - helping the Sudanese fulfil functions rather than imposing or carrying them out itself. 

Under the peace deal, southern Sudan will enjoy greater autonomy and a larger share of economic resources, including oil. After six and a half years the people of the region will be able to vote in a referendum on whether they should secede or remain with the rest of Sudan. 

UN agency helps tsunami survivors who will not relocate from ravaged village 

4 February - While the Indonesian Government is relocating to camps scores of thousands of people displaced by December’s devastating tsunami in Aceh province, the United Nations refugee agency is tending to the needs of 4,000 survivors who have made clear their ravaged fishing village is their home and they do not want to leave. 

“The villagers keep talking about ground zero – they are determined to go back and rebuild as soon as possible and they don't want to go into camps,” the Asia Pacific bureau director for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Janet Lim, told a news briefing in Geneva today of the survivors from Kreung Sabe, half of whose inhabitants were swept away by the giant waves. 

The survivors are intent on restarting their lives in the same place. They say they know the land and the sea. 

Respecting the villagers' wishes, a pilot project with the Government and other agencies will take into account permanent shelter and essential community infrastructures such as mosques, health, water, sanitation and education facilities, Ms. Lim said of the way UNHCR is tailoring shelter solutions to meet the different circumstances of tsunami victims. 

Special attention will be given to the needs of vulnerable groups, including separated children, single-parent families and the elderly. UNHCR has sent a senior physical planner to the village to help with site design. “If this works as well as we hope, then it's something we could replicate in other places along the west coast, if it suits the needs of the population,” Ms. Lim said. 

With the project still in its infancy, UNHCR erected some 500 tents over the last week in Kreung Sabe as temporary housing for the displaced while they get on with rebuilding their lives. It has ferried in 7.5 tons of relief supplies into Kreung Sabe using Super Puma helicopters provided by the Swiss Government. 

In Meulaboh, further down the coast, to get displaced people out of often squalid surroundings in temporary shelters, UNHCR is building tented camps to be run by Indonesian civilian authorities. 

Overall more than 410,000 people have been displaced in Aceh province, the area most-devastated by the tsunami which hit a dozen Indian Ocean nations on 26 December. Indonesia accounted for at least two thirds of the more than 200,000 people estimated to have died. 

Meanwhile in Sri Lanka, UNHCR has distributed plastic sheeting to more than 160,000 people together with other non-food relief items. It is also working with local authorities in the south and northeast to supply 2,000 tents, capable of housing 10,000 people overall, to those who need them most, such as vulnerable families or those moving out of public buildings like schools. These tents were airlifted by the Saudi Red Crescent Society from Jordan. 

Another 2,500 tents are expected to arrive this weekend from Pakistan, donated by United States non-governmental organization (NGO) AmeriCares, while a further 5,500 are set to arrive mid-month from Jordan, courtesy of the Kuwaiti NGO International Islamic Charitable Organization. 

Cameroon-Nigeria border commission to examine proposals, UN says 

4 February - Technical experts from Cameroon and Nigeria will hold a three-day meeting next week to examine 20 preliminary maps from United Nations cartographers of parts of the disputed border running from Lake Chad to the Bakassi peninsula and into the Gulf of Guinea, the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA) said today. 

At the meeting in the Nigerian capital, Abuja, the UN-sponsored Mixed Commission's Joint Technical Team (JTT) will also plan a revised timetable for its work and a field assessment to begin next month, UNOWA said. 

The Commission has said that the issues before it include the mutually agreed demarcation of the 1,600-kilometre border, which passes through oil-rich land and sea, and the fate of local populations. As the waters of Lake Chad have receded, due to desertification, local populations deriving their livelihoods from the lake have followed the water line, further blurring the boundary. 

After Nigeria deployed militarily in Bakassi Peninsula, Cameroon brought the matter to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in 1994 and in 2002 the Court based its irrevocable judgement on a border drawn up by the former colonial powers, the United Kingdom and Germany. 

The Commission has a sub-commission responsible for demarcation of the land boundary between the two countries and another working on protecting the rights of affected populations, along with a working group on the maritime boundary and on withdrawals and transfers of authority in both the land boundary and the Bakassi Peninsula. 

The withdrawal and transfer of authority took place in villages along the Lake Chad area in December 2003 and along the land boundary in July 2004. 

UN says no Rwandan troops are serving in its DR of Congo peacekeeping mission 

4 February - Countering what it said was disinformation being anonymously spread, the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today said there were no Rwandan soldiers serving with the UN in the country or anywhere else in the world. 

Responding to the allegations which appeared in DRC newspapers published yesterday in the capital Kinshasa, the military chief of staff for the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), Gen. Jean Francois Colot d'Escurie, told the Mission's Radio Okapi: "There are no Rwandan soldiers among the blue helmets of MONUC. There have never been and there never will be." 

The list of countries contributing civilian staff and troops to MONUC had to be approved by the DRC Government and "there are no Rwandans in the entire personnel of MONUC, whether civilian or military. There aren't any in any UN mission at this time, either," he added. 

It was thanks to MONUC's direct intervention and to the Security Council as intermediary that Rwanda had stopped threatening to mount incursions into the DRC, he said. MONUC had also repatriated thousands of Rwandan civilians and troops that it had found on Congolese soil. 

The news reports were a shame to the journalism in certain media and an insult to the intelligence of their readers, General Colot said. 

Asia’s polio-endemic countries on track to eliminate disease this year – UN 

4 February - As the United Nations health agency seeks to make polio the first disease in the 21st century to be totally eliminated through mass immunizations – and only the second ever after smallpox – the three remaining polio-endemic Asian countries are on target to end all outbreaks by this year. 

In 2004, polio cases in Afghanistan, India, and Pakistan were slashed by 45 per cent, their health ministers and senior officials announced today at a meeting at World Health Organization (WHO) headquarters in Geneva. 

Similar momentum in 2005, with repeated immunization campaigns, should put an end to transmission in this particularly crowded corner of the world, which has proven a challenge to the global eradication of a potentially deadly disease that once paralyzed hundreds of thousands of children worldwide each year. 

Today’s meeting was the one-year follow-up to the Geneva Declaration on the Eradication of Poliomyelitis, a 2004 pledge by the six remaining polio-endemic countries to intensify their activities, with some officials hoping to eradicate the disease within 12 months. 

But the campaign suffered a setback in Africa, home to three of the six countries – Egypt, Niger and Nigeria – when various Nigerian states suspended immunization in 2003 over concerns by public figures about the safety of the oral vaccine, including rumours that it was contaminated by the HIV virus or that it could sterilize young girls. 

The suspension was later lifted but not before the disease spread to re-infect 10 other previously polio-free African countries. 

In Geneva today, the Asian officials hammered out a plan for 2005 that involves massive and repeated polio immunization campaigns in the few remaining affected districts of these countries. The emphasis will be on reaching children in communities traditionally under-served by health services. 

Similar action last year paid off in shrinking the geographic footprint of the poliovirus and in cutting numbers of affected children. Total cases in the region have dropped to 186 last year from 336 in 2003, while surveillance in the key districts is twice as sensitive. Vast areas of each country reported no polio last year. 

During the 2004 immunization campaigns in the three countries 210 million children were given 1.5 billion doses of vaccine. 

UN rights experts raise ‘serious concerns’ over detainees at US naval base 

4 February - United Nations human rights experts today expressed “serious concerns” over detainees held in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, by the United States on grounds of terrorism, including “the need to objectively assess” allegations of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment in relation to methods of interrogation. 

“The United Nations human rights experts once more confirm that the right and duty of all States to use all lawful means to protect their citizens against death and destruction brought about by terrorists must be exercised in conformity with international law, lest the whole cause of the international fight against terrorism be compromised,” they said in a statement. 

The six experts, chairpersons of several working groups of the Geneva-based UN Human Rights Commission including those on torture and arbitrary detention, noted that many inmates are completing their third year of virtually incommunicado detention, without legal assistance or information as to its expected duration, and in conditions that, according to numerous observers, amount to inhuman and degrading treatment. 

They cited several areas of “serious concerns” that had not been dispelled by recent US actions such as the release of some detainees and a Supreme Court ruling on the right to habeas corpus. 

These included “the need to objectively assess the allegations of torture, and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, particularly in relation to methods of interrogation of detainees that have been brought to the attention of the Special Rapporteur on torture.” 

Also cited was the lack of clarity over the legal basis for continued detention since the armed conflict in Afghanistan and the war in Iraq are now long over. The Third Geneva Convention mandates that prisoners of war must be released “without delay after the end of hostilities,” and many were arrested in countries not party to armed conflict with the US. 

The experts also noted that the exact number and the names of those detained continue to be unknown, an “extremely disconcerting” situation conducive to the unacknowledged transfer of inmates to other, often secret, detention facilities, whether run by the United States or by other countries. 

They mentioned concerns over the independence of the US review process for detainees and the fairness of any proceedings, including eventual military trials, with most detainees lacking access to legal counsel and to much of the evidence against them. 

“The conditions of detention, especially of those in solitary confinement, place the detainees at significant risk of psychiatric deterioration, possibly including the development of irreversible psychiatric symptoms,” they added. 

The experts are: Leïla Zerrougui, Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Stephen J. Toope, Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; Manfred Nowak, Special Rapporteur on torture; Paul Hunt, Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; Leandro Despouy, Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers; and Cherif Bassiouni, Independent Expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan. 

UN official calls for cancellation of debts owed by poorest countries 

4 February - The senior United Nations official advocating for the poorest 50 Member States today urged the seven richest countries to forgive their debts, the annual payment of which exceeded export earnings, and permit them to use their resources for development. 

"The 50 least developed countries (LDCs) are unduly burdened by heavy debt. These countries have been facing the challenge of a huge, unsustainable debt service payment," said Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the UN's High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. 

"In fact, many of them are paying more towards debt servicing than their earnings in exports. Consequently, their economic growth and development has been stunted. Only debt cancellation would free the resources needed in LDCs for investment in health, education and for fulfilling basic needs of their populations." 

His appeal came as finance ministers from the seven richest, most industrialized countries gathered in London to prepare for the G8 summit, which would include the Russian Federation, next September in Gleneagles, Scotland. The United Kingdom is this year's chair of the group. 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair has pledged to put a spotlight on Africa's problems during his chairmanship. 

"I believe that an agreement to cancel the debt of the 50 least developed countries, 34 of which are in Africa, will go a long way in helping these most vulnerable countries become self-reliant members of the international community," Mr. Chowdhury said. 

African States must give high priority to agricultural research to cut hunger – UN 

4 February - With more than 850 million people worldwide suffering from chronic hunger, the head of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today urged African countries to give high priority to agricultural research and development to meet the goal of halving the number of hungry by 2015. 

“If current trends continue, the World Food Summit target may not be accomplished until 2150,” FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf warned of the 2015 target first set at the 1996 UN food summit and reaffirmed in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000. 

“The current levels of undernourishment and the alarming trends provide ample justification for giving high priority to agricultural development in Africa,” he told the opening session of the two-day Dakar Agricole Forum, convened by President Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal to formulate a new vision to reduce the world agricultural divide. 

The first challenge today is to fight and eradicate hunger and poverty from the face of the earth and concurrently sustain the environment, Mr. Diouf said, referring to another MDG of slashing extreme poverty in half, also by 2015. 

Despite the continuous growth in the world economy and sufficient food availability at the global level, more than 850 million people are chronically hungry, he stressed. 

Several African Heads of State and world leaders are expected to attend the Forum. Talks will focus on the role of science and technology in agricultural development, which are crucial to solving the global problems of hunger, poverty and environmental degradation, taking into account the various constraints in the least developed regions, and on ways and means to stimulate development and promote international trade. 

“In Africa, the main condition for agricultural development is the control of water and the building of rural roads, storage facilities and markets,” Mr. Diouf said. 

Only 7 per cent of arable land in Africa is irrigated, as against 40 per cent in Asia, and only 4 per cent of its renewable water resources are used, as against 14 per cent in Asia. Fertilizer consumption in Africa is only 9 kilograms per hectare compared to 100 in southeast Asia and 206 in industrialized countries, according to FAO. 

UN war crimes tribunal reduces jail term of Bosnian Serb camp commander 

4 February - The former commander of a Bosnian Serb detention camp who personally tortured inmates during the Balkans conflict in the 1990s will serve a 20-year jail term after the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia reduced his sentence today by three years. 

The appeals chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) ruled that the trial chamber had erred when it sentenced Dragan Nikolic to 23 years' jail because it gave too much weight to the possibility that he might receive an early release. 

Summarizing the judgment, Judge Theodor Meron, who presided over Mr. Nikolic's appeal, said the trial chamber had "clearly – although not expressly – entered into a calculation to reflect the practice of the International Tribunal of granting early release after the convicted person has served two-thirds of his sentence." 

Four of the five judges hearing Mr. Nikolic's appeal in The Hague – Judge Meron, Judge Fausto Pocar, Judge Mehmet Güney and Judge Inés Mónica Weinberg de Roca – upheld this ground. Judge Mohamed Shahabuddeen dissented. All other grounds of appeal were dismissed. 

Under a plea bargain agreement with prosecutors in 2003, Mr. Nikolic had pleaded guilty to four charges of crimes against humanity relating to his role as commander of the Sušica camp, close to the town of Vlasenica in eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina, in 1992. 

About 8,000 Muslim and other non-Serb men, women and children were confined to a hangar in the Sušica camp between May and October 1992 as part of an ethnic cleansing campaign in the area. Many were subsequently murdered. 

The tribunal found that Mr. Nikolic beat many inmates with weapons such as iron bars, axe handles, rifle butts, metal knuckles, metal pipes and truncheons. He also removed or assisted in the removal of female inmates knowing that they were to be raped or sexually abused at nearby locations. 

Africa’s urban slums result from unfavourable trade terms, UN agency says 

4 February - Having achieved unfavourable terms of trade, African countries are poorer than they were in the 1960s and that new poverty has led to massive urban impoverishment, one of the biggest challenges facing the continent, the chief of the United Nations agency on housing policy said today. 

By 2015, the target year of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 40 percent of Africa’s population will likely live in towns and cities, but most of them in slums and shanties, Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) told the first African Ministerial Conference on Housing and Urban Development (AMCHUD). 

In sub-Saharan Africa, 72 per cent of urban residents are slum dwellers, according to UN-HABITAT. 

“These figures harshly draw our attention to the fact that the majority of city dwellers are widely doomed to live in poverty and also in poor environmental conditions,” Ms. Tibaijuka told the weeklong conference ending today in Durban, South Africa. 

Two-thirds of the existing urban population lived without adequate access to safe water, sanitation, transport and health services, Mrs. Tibaijuka said. 

Slums, she added, “are places where hunger prevails, and where young people are drawn into anti-social behaviour, including crime and terrorism, for lack of better alternatives.” 

Intensive negotiations have produced an eight-page conference document, “The Enhanced Framework of Implementation in Promoting Sustainable Towns and Cities in Africa,” on ways to reduce urban poverty on a continent where 20 million refugees have fled from fighting in their own countries to find asylum elsewhere and 25 million others have been internally displaced by strife. 

With urbanization offering positive contributions to economic development, it said, “in a rapidly urbanizing Africa, the promotion of sustainable urbanization requires more than ever before strategic, integrated planning, consensus building, gender mainstreaming, capacity building, international cooperation, south-south cooperation and conflict resolution systems.” 

It called on national and local governments to adopt inclusive processes for making decisions on mobilizing local resources and allocating resources judiciously. 

UN conference calls for balancing water use between agriculture and environment 

4 February - A United Nations conference attended by 140 countries today called for a more efficient management of the world’s “valuable and scarce” water supplies to balance the agricultural needs of producing food with the imperative of safeguarding the environment. 

“The tragic paradox of water is that water is a truly valuable resource of which the true value is often invisible,” the head of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) Agriculture Department, Louise Fresco, said at the end of the five-day meeting in The Hague, Netherlands. 

“We do need to solve this paradox and move towards a true valuation of water, through a mechanism that goes beyond its economic value to include social equity and environmental values,” she added. 

The conference, Water for food and ecosystems, jointly organized by FAO and the Dutch Government, adopted a list of actions to improve the efficient use of water for food production while safeguarding ecosystems, calling on countries to harmonize legislation and policies. 

Each country should decide which incentives should be introduced to use water more efficiently, bring in interest groups from different sectors, such as agriculture, industry and the environment, to develop a strategic water plan to place a value on national water resources and define water allocations. 

Valuing water should take into account socio-economic, environmental concerns, basic human rights and cultural factors. Economic mechanisms could be used to put a price tag on water for food and ecosystems such as forests and wetlands through water charges and payments for environmental services. 

But attention should be paid to ensuring equitable and fair access and the ability of the poor to pay for water consumption. Farmers, especially women, should have access to credits for investments in water technology for agriculture. 

Countries should urgently launch national awareness-raising campaigns to stress the idea that water is a valuable and scarce good. Without such awareness, it would be very difficult to receive public support for a new economic approach towards valuing water and a more efficient use. Public private partnerships could stimulate development of technologies for re-use of wastewater, low-cost drip irrigation and treadle pumps. 

The conference requested FAO to take a lead in informing countries on good practices on how to reconcile the water needs of agriculture and ecosystems. 

UN labour agency urges Nepal’s king to ensure safety of trade union leaders 

4 February - The United Nations labour agency today urged King Gyanendra of Nepal to “take all necessary steps to ensure the personal safety” of trade union leaders and members following his imposition of a state of emergency and suspension of civil liberties in an effort to suppress a long-running Maoist insurgency. 

In a letter to the king, International Labour Organization (ILO) Director-General Juan Somavia expressed “deep concern” about information that a royal decree had suppressed all trade union rights and banned meetings. 

Mr. Somavia referred to indications that top trade unions leaders were under the threat of arrest, including Laxman Basnet of the Nepal Trade Union Congress (NTUC), who is a member of the ILO Governing Body. 

He reiterated the established ILO position that emergency legislation aimed at anti-social disruptive elements should not be applied against workers for exercising their legitimate trade union rights, including the right to organize public meetings. 

On Tuesday Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressed grave concern at the king’s actions, terming them “a serious setback” which he did not believe would bring lasting peace and stability, and he called for the immediate restoration of democratic freedoms and institutions. 

Sports footwear industry makes progress in eliminating sweatshops – UN report 

4 February - Thanks to intense consumer scrutiny, the sports footwear industry, often criticized for alleged violations of fundamental labour standards, has made greater progress in eliminating so-called sweat shops than the apparel and retail sectors, according to new report released by the United Nations labour agency today. 

“Not surprisingly, progress is being made where serious efforts are being expended by buyer firms and where linkages between suppliers and buyers are the tightest,” says Ivanka Mamic, author of the study, an International Labour Organization (ILO) specialist in workplace relations and labour issues in global supply chains. 

Such linkages are very tight between producers and multinational brands in the sports footwear industry, whereas progress has been spottier in the apparel sector and the retail sector, where in some areas even minimal compliance is not taking place. 

The study – “Implementing Codes of Conduct: How businesses manage social performance in global supply chains” – is based on interviews with hundreds of managers, activists, government officials, factory workers and worker representatives and visits to over 90 enterprises and suppliers in the United States, Europe, China, Viet Nam, Thailand, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Guatemala, Turkey and Honduras. 

It says brand recognition and intense consumer scrutiny have led the sports footwear companies to develop more sophisticated approaches to code implementation and attributes the success of the industry to effectively applying financial and human resources to compliance efforts. 

But the study also reveals that simply focusing on numbers does not reveal the entire picture. While a large compliance team can mean improved social performance of a firm’s supply base it also depends on the role that compliance staff play with suppliers. 

Research indicates the need for multinational enterprises to move away from a “policing” model of compliance to a more consultative role with workers being empowered to oversee their own workplaces. This includes having a clear vision reinforced by top management commitment, effective training, and geographically dispersed teams able to provide hands-on assistance at the supplier level, the study says. 

For example, one of the sports footwear and apparel companies studied reported having a dedicated team of over 100 people whose sole dictate was to oversee corporate social responsibility and code of conduct issues. 

The study highlights the significant challenges facing the retail sector due to the extremely large and continually changing supply bases. In addition, the diversified mix of products handled by the retail sector results in difficulties identifying the entire supply chain. 

In contrast to the footwear sector, for example, a major retailer with a continually changing supply base of over 5,000 factories told researchers it did not have a separate team responsible for supporting their compliance code. Instead, the study notes, it assigned this responsibility to the quality assurance department, asking 12 people there to spend 25 per cent of their working time on “ethical issues.”
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Oil-for-Food
In the statement issued yesterday after he received the report of the Independent Inquiry Committee into the oil-for-food Programme, the Secretary-General said he was, as chief Administrative officer of the UN, responsible and accountable for its management.  And that is why he formed the Inquiry Committee in the first place.

He stressed that measures have already been taken to address deficiencies in management controls highlighted in the report.  He also promised that more steps would be announced soon in reforming the management of the Organization. 

The Secretary-General said he was glad the Committee’s findings show that the UN budgeting, accounting and administration of the funds were in general disciplined. 

As for the staff that have been identified as having violated rules and procedures of the UN, he repeated he would take appropriate action.  To that end, procedures have been initiated against Benon Sevan and Joseph Stephanides.

Yesterday, the Secretary-General also sent a letter to the staff to keep them informed on the report and the actions he planned to take.

He pledged to the staff that he was going to deliver greater accountability and transparency.  He told them that reforming an organization like the UN is never easy but it sometimes takes a crisis such as this one to overcome obstacles to change. 

In closing the letter, the Secretary-General reiterated his firm belief that by working together, the UN can come through this crisis and emerge better able to fulfil the trust and expectations that our MemberStates and their citizens have placed in the Organization.

**SG Comments – Oil-for-Food
The Secretary-General was asked about the Volcker report when he entered Headquarters today, and he emphasized that, for an organization like the United Nations, “any hint of corruption and misbehaviour and that sort of disrespect for rules is harmful, and is dangerous, and we cannot dismiss it.”  He said that the United Nations intends to act promptly.

Asked about disciplinary action against Benon Sevan and Joseph Stephanides, he said that lawyers are working on that matter, and that a further announcement would be made shortly.

Asked to comment on actions taken by his predecessor, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the Secretary-General said that each Secretary-General has to act in accordance with the circumstances he finds himself in.  And he added that he would not want to second guess the actions that Boutros-Ghali took.  We have the transcript of that press encounter upstairs.

**Security Council
On the agenda of the Security Council today is the Secretary-General’s report on Sudan.  That report recommends that the United Nations establish a peace-support operation with a mandate to assist the parties in achieving a sustainable peace in Sudan through its good offices, and in aspects of security, governance, humanitarian assistance and development.

Before discussing the recommendations in closed consultations, Jan Pronk, the Special Representative for Sudan, briefed Council members in an open meeting on the proposed deployment of the 10,000-strong force.  He cautioned that “if solutions are not found to the conflicts in Darfur and elsewhere in Sudan, any peace-support operation limited to south Sudan would be affected by the consequences of such conflicts”.  Jan Pronk will speak to you at the stakeout microphone following the consultations.

**Cameroon-Nigeria
The Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission is holding a meeting of its Demarcation Joint Technical Team (JTT) from 7 to 9 February 2005 in Abuja, Nigeria.  The meeting is taking place in the aftermath of the Secretary-General’s visit to Cameroon and Nigeria.  Participants are also expected to discuss the work plan for demarcation activities, including a revised time plan, and to undertake the operational planning for the field assessment, scheduled to begin in March.

**Tsunami
Now on the tsunami.  The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, has sent a planning expert to a destroyed fishing village near the Indonesian town of Calang to help rebuild.  As a temporary measure, the agency has erected some 500 tents in the village, which lost half of its population to the tsunami, and is home to 4,000 displaced persons. 

For its part, the International Telecommunication Union has sent 14 portable satellite terminals to Sri Lanka to help rebuild that country’s telecommunications infrastructure.  And we have more in press briefing notes upstairs.

**Polio
The three countries in Asia that are still affected by polio are on target to eradicate the disease this year, according to health authorities.

Meeting at the World Health Organization’s headquarters in Geneva, Health Ministers from Afghanistan, India and Pakistan laid out a plan for 2005 that involves massive and repeated immunization campaigns.  The emphasis will be on reaching children in communities traditionally under-served by health services.

The Global Polio Eradication Initiative, spearheaded by the World Health Organization and UNICEF, has reduced polio cases throughout the world by 99 per cent since 1998.  Last year, cases in Afghanistan, India, and Pakistan were slashed by nearly half.  We have press release on that.

**Human Rights
Today in Geneva, six UN human rights experts issued a joint statement voicing their concern at the continuing detention of inmates who have been held virtually incommunicado at the US Naval Base in GuantanamoBay.  According to numerous observers, the statement says, the conditions of their detention amount to inhuman and degrading treatment.  We have their joint statement upstairs.

**MONUC - Disinformation
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) has denounced a disinformation campaign orchestrated by some Congolese media, which claim that there are Rwandan soldiers serving as peacekeepers with the UN Mission.  The mission says these rumors, spread by anonymous sources, were relayed in the media in Kinshasa over the past few of days, and the Mission is keen to set the record straight.  It says it does not have any Rwandan soldiers serving as peacekeepers, nor as civilian or military personnel in the DRC. 

**Condolences
The UN flag is flying at half mast today, in observance of the official mourning for the Prime Minister of Georgia, Zurab Zhvania, who passed away yesterday.  Also, this morning, the Secretary-General visited the Mission of Lebanon to offer his condolences following the death of Lebanon’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Sami Kronfall.

**Press Conference Today
One press conference to announce:  1:15 this afternoon, Ambassador Don MacKay of New Zealand, who is the Coordinator of the fifth session of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  And he will brief you on the outcome of the session which concludes today.

**The Week Ahead at United Nations
And to help you in your coverage of the UN next week, we have the Week Ahead available for you in my office.

That’s all I have.

Yes, Mr. Baresh?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, how come the UN is so late in, you know, (Inaudible) investigations in the food programme?  How long, it’s about ten years since, you know, since they had the food programme and nobody (Inaudible) on that?

Spokesman:  Well, the 1990s were, I think, chaotic for every foreign ministry in the world, as people adjusted to the end of the cold war.  And the allegations regarding this programme did not emerge ‘till more recently.  So, I think that explains the timing.

Yes, Laura?

Question:  Fred, yesterday it was announced that disciplinary -- and you said today -- action was going to be taken Stephanides and Sevan.  But when you read the report, there was a number of UN staff who were mentioned in the report.  One of the things that Volcker said yesterday was that while companies and individuals are mentioned, that doesn’t mean that they have done any wrongdoing.  Is the UN going to be issuing statements as... is a list going to be made of people that you’re going to take further actions against besides these two?

Spokesman:  No, at this time, based on our preliminary reading of the report, we’re only prepared to initiate action against these two individuals.

Yes?

Question:  Fred, yesterday Mr. Volcker said that, in fact, they haven’t obtained (Inaudible) about Mr. Sevan and that investigations are continuing and the final report will be available in June about the whole affair.  Will you wait till June to take action or action is being taken right away, as you said?  What do you say to Mr. Sevan’s attorney who says that Mr. Sevan hasn’t taken a single penny, and he is being used as a scapegoat for the Organization while other people may be involved?

Spokesman:  The report did have specific conclusions regarding Mr. Sevan’s violation of the rules and procedures.  And it’s on that basis that we will take our initial action against him.  It is important to underline what Mr. Volcker himself said that they have not established any criminal activity on Mr. Sevan’s part.  But he also said that their investigation is continuing.  So, our initial action against Mr. Sevan relates to UN rules and regulations only.

Question:  What about his attorney who has said that he is being scapegoated?

Spokesman:  We would not comment on the attorney’s statement of yesterday.

Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Fred, now that the preliminary report is out and that the Secretary-General has (inaudible)... disciplinary measures... and answering some questions of the  press, would he be interested in briefing the press more fully so that some issues that are on the minds of the international community are more fully answered?

Spokesman:  I don’t know how much more fully we could respond to the Volcker report of yesterday than we did with the Chief of Staff’s press conference yesterday afternoon.  And, as I’ve just reported, the Secretary-General stopped and took further questions from the press on his way into the building today.  He continues to make himself available to you both casually, as in the doorsteps in the morning, and through formal press conferences in this room.  So, I think you will have every opportunity to pose whatever questions you have to him. 

Yes, Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.
Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon,

Preparation of the High-Level Plenary Meeting of September 2005 was the subject of a meeting President Jean Ping of the General Assembly held this morning with ten facilitators, at ambassadors’ level, from Australia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Ghana, Netherlands, Panama, Slovenia, Thailand, Tunisia and Ukraine. 

President Jean Ping reviewed with the participants some of the pending questions to be examined, the consultative process with Member States and the roles of facilitators.  The pending questions are really, from two reports that the General Assembly has had so far:  The United Nations Millennium Project 2005, and the High-Level Panel report.

So, those pending questions include:

Development -- this issue will continue to be examined within the framework of the United Nations Millennium Project 2005.

Institutional reforms include:  General Assembly: reinforcement of its authority and working methods; Security council (enlargement, improvement of its working methods and decision-making mechanisms); ECOSOC (reinforcement of its coordination role in the economic and social areas); the Secretariat; universalization of the Commission of Human Rights; peace-building commission; and collaboration with regional organization.

Also, new norms and principles of international law criteria for the use of force and protecting civilians.
Other substantive issues:  terrorism; nuclear non-proliferation; human rights; rule of law; and democracy and good governance.

A fifth point concerns issues that were not mentioned in the report of the High-Level Panel and that will need to be addressed.  And there are three of them:  environment; migration; and cultural and religious clashes.

Facilitators continue consultations with Member States on these and other issues, bearing in mind the meetings on 10 February (on the UN Millennium Project 2005), 22 February (on the report of the High-Level Panel) and beyond.  Ultimately, the views of Member States will be communicated to the Secretary-General by President Jean Ping as a contribution to the overall report of the Secretary-General.  That report will come out in March 2005.

On the consultative process, in the short time available before September, facilitators will use a combination of techniques to insure maximum consultation with Member States, including meetings on specific questions, at the request of delegations.

Meetings taking place next week, for your schedules:

On Monday, the opening of the 2005 session of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. The meeting is at the ambassadorial level.  It will take place from 10:30 a.m. in the ECOSOC chamber.  The agenda will include the election of officers of the Committee and the organization of its work for 2005.

The General Committee will have a meeting on Tuesday, 8 February, to discuss the revitalization of the work of the General Assembly, and to hear a presentation by Anwarul K. Chowdhury, who is Under-Secretary-General, on addressing the needs of the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small islands developing States.

Finally, as mentioned previously, the plenary will meet next Thursday, 10 February, to continue an exchange of views on findings and recommendations of the United Nations Millennium Project 2005, commonly known as the Jeffrey Sachs Report.

That’s all I have for you.

Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Djibril, was there any reaction from the President of the GA on this report by Mr. Volcker yesterday?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I did not get any reaction nor comment from the President of the General Assembly, so far.

Thank you.

* *** *
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Kansas City Star - Eco-tourism with a twist


The Guardian (Tanzania) - Leaded fuel use ends this year, Parliament told


Haroldoan - Finland To Host UN Seminar On Hazardous Wastes In The Middle East


IPS - ENVIRONMENT:Human Development at the Service of Wildlife


The Daily Yomiuri (Tokyo) - HEADLINE: Mekong the Magnificent


Xinhua - HEADLINE: Tennis ball reuse program booming in Japan


Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung - Schnee von morgen Von Karin Finkenzeller
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