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January 6, 2003 

Saddam's troublesome marsh dwellers left high and dry by drainage 

Across the barren scrubland either side of the road to Chibayish the land is grey, cracked and dry. The

      village, once an island surrounded by marshes, is empty and in ruins. 

      Chibayish was once home to the Madan people, the Shia Muslims who lived on the broad marshes that

      stretched across southern Iraq. Eleven years ago, in the days after the Gulf war, the villagers of Chibayish,

      like hundreds of thousands of Shias in the south, rose up against Saddam Hussein in a vast but eventually

      futile rebellion. During the past decade the Shias have paid a terrible price. Now, with the US again drawing

      up plans for a war in Iraq, there is little chance that western troops can count on a coordinated uprising

      against the Iraqi dictator. 

      Influential Shia clerics in the south who have criticised President Saddam's regime, which is drawn from

      Iraq's Sunni minority, have been intimidated and in several cases killed. Many Shia political prisoners have

      disappeared without trace. Most Shia mosques are now run by clerics who are deferential to the president. 

      Perhaps the most devastating impact of the president's paranoia has been the systematic draining of the

      marshlands north of Basra, an area which was a base for pro-Iranian fighters in the Iran-Iraq war of the

      1980s, and where many rebels and army deserters sought sanctuary after the 1991 uprising. Massive

      irrigation works have dried the wetlands, decimated the population and destroyed a way of life which had

      lasted for 5,000 years. 

      The result has been that while many across the south may harbour deep resentment of the regime, it is

      doubtful whether large numbers are willing to repeat the 1991 revolt. 

      Today Iraqi soldiers man checkpoints every mile along the roads running through the marshes in the south.

      They are not there to defend against an American attack, but to stifle any hint of revolt. 

      Most of the original marsh Arabs, who a decade ago numbered around 250,000, have become displaced.

      While President Saddam's attacks on the Kurds in the north have been well documented, much less has been

      uncovered about the repression of the Shias in the south. 

      "It has been really very extensive. The population of the marshes has been completely decimated," said

      Hania Mufti, who is the London director for the Middle East division of Human Rights Watch. "When you have

      a minority Sunni government which presides over a majority Shia population which has not been granted

      basic civil and political rights I think there is always going to be paranoia there." 

      For now the remaining marsh Arabs are trying to adapt to a life without their beloved wetlands. 

      A decade ago Jari Muftim Thijil sold his wooden canoe and moved south with his family from Chibayish to live

      closer to the town of al-Qurnah. When he moved Mr Thijil, 57, brought with him his small, intricately woven

      reed guesthouse, the mudhif . As a boy he lived in one of these houses, built precariously on a reed island

      floating in the heart of the marshes. 

      "Every age has its beauty and ours was the marshes. We lived in a world of water and fish. Now I yearn for

      those days," he said. "For 10 years the marshes have been dry. Our sweet water has gone." 

      His is one of the few authentic mudhifs remaining. It is little different from the homes photographed and

      recorded by the British explorer Wilfred Thesiger who lived among the Madan people in the 1950s. 

      From the early 1950s engineers in Turkey, Syria, Iran and Iraq began building a series of huge dams across

      the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. In the early 1990s President Saddam's engineers dried the marshes . In their

      place are long, straight canals. The irrigation works carry names such as the Mother of Battles river and

      Fidelity to the Leader canal. 

      The Iraqi government said the drainage work it carried out was for irrigation or to gain access to untapped

      oil reserves. But the UN environment programme, in a damning report last year, noted how canal banks had

      been built up to prevent any flow into the marshes and concluded that the intention was simply to drain the

      marshland dry. 

      Some campaigners believe the marshes could be recovered and the Madan people allowed to rebuild their

      culture. "They have a unique way of life that is historic and we owe them every effort to bring the marshes

      back," said Baroness Nicholson, a Liberal Democrat MEP. "What matters now is the will of the international

      community." 

      LOAD-DATE: January 5, 2003
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The Pakistan Newswire 

January 4, 2003 Saturday 

Environment- (Global warning effects seen in animals and plants) 

      Two American professors one a biologist, one an economist -have released finding linking global warning to

      changing life pictures among plants and animals in the natural environment. Their report published in

      "Nature", documents how various species are apparently reacting to global warning by adjusting their names

      northward in search of cooler temperature, or breeding earlier in the spring in response to warmer

      temperature. The article "Nature" written by Professor Camille Parmesan, a biologist at the university of

      Texas at Austin and Gary Yohe, at economist at Wesleyan University in the Connecticut. Both experts

      served as members of a panel of authors contributing to "Climate Change 2001" the third assessment report

      of the intergovernmental panel on climate change. The IPCC, established by the world meteorological

      organization and the UN Environment program, assesses scientific, technical and socio- economical

      information relevant to the understanding of climate change and its potential impacts. It is considered

      among the world most authoritative bodies on global warning. A university of Texas says that Parmesan and

      Yohe conducted an extensive global statistical analysis, examining the behaviors of a wide range of plant

      and animal species in North America and Europe. In studying data accumulated over several decades, they

      that species such as birds, butterflies and alpine herbs had shifted their habits northwards and average of 6

      Kilometers per decade, or to higher altitudes of 6 meter per decade. Other species have adjusted behaviors,

      in an apparent response to warmer temperature. Migratory birds, amphibians and other animals are breeding

      earlier in the spring, and plant s are blooming earlier, according to the Parmesan-Yohe study. In all, reaches

      say that global warning has accounted for a shift to an earlier spring for 677 specie s studied.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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An ivory room caught up in   environmental war 

  Tuesday, December 31, 2002

  By Ed Stoddard, Reuters

  KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, South Africa — In a dark storeroom in the Kruger National  Park lies the booty of a massive environmental war: South Africa's ivory collection. 

  "This is an asset," said Kruger's public relations manager William Mabasa as he pointed to the almost 5,000 pieces — nearly 37 metric tons — of the "white gold" stacked along wooden shelves. 

  Many conservationists would view the room as a ghastly chamber of horrors. 

  In November animal rights groups howled in protest when the 12th conference of  the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Chile gave  South Africa tentative permission to auction 30 metric tons of ivory. 

  Neighboring Botswana and Namibia were also given the conditional go-ahead to   auction 20 and 10 metric tons, respectively, from their stockpiles. 

  The auctions cannot be held before May 2004 to give CITES a chance to monitor   poaching and population trends. 

  CITES will not allow the sales if the monitoring networks detect an upsurge in the   poaching of elephants — which is precisely what many conservationists and some  elephant range states like Kenya believe is already happening. 

  They fear that poachers, anticipating fresh demand for a commodity that has been  banned from the global market since 1989, with the exception of "experimental  sales" by Zimbabwe, Namibia and Botswana in 1999, will try to build up supplies  now in a bid to launder dirty ivory with the clean supplies. 

  South Africa says it needs to unlock the value of its stockpile for badly needed  conservation projects. 

  "The current South African government has many priorities — crime, health care,  poverty — and so conservation really has to pay its way," Mavuso Msimang, CEO of  South Africa National Parks, told Reuters. 

  "We need to sell this ivory for conservation," he added. 

  LOCATION OF IVORY ROOM A TIGHTLY-GUARDED SECRET 

  The 4,844 pieces of ivory in South Africa's ivory room — some tusks are broken up —  have each been recorded meticulously and given a CITES number. 

  Access is extremely limited and the building's description and precise location cannot  be disclosed for security reasons. 

  Only two senior park officials are allowed to open the door — and only if they are  both present as they each have different keys. 

  The biggest tusk, at about six-and-a-half feet in length and weighing 130 pounds,  must have belonged to a truly massive animal. 

  Much of the ivory has been collected in the bush from the carcasses of animals that  died from natural causes. 

  Some of the tusks sat in the bush for a long time and have a weathered look, their  surface browned and roughened to the point that it looks almost like tree bark. 

  The ivory was reaped from controversial culls once used to control Kruger's  elephants. No cull has been conducted since 1994 and there are concerns that the  population is now too big for the habitat available — even in a park the size of   Israel. 

  These concerns are driving plans for a transfrontier park with neighboring  Mozambique, where it is hoped Kruger's "excess" elephants might find additional  space to roam and feed. 

  The last survey, in July and August 2002, showed that there were 10,459 elephants  in Kruger, up from around 7,800 at the time of the last cull — a 34 percent rise in  just eight years. 

  ELEPHANTS ELSEWHERE IN DECLINE 

  Botswana and Namibia also have healthy, growing populations. 

  But elsewhere in Africa, populations of the world's largest land mammal are — or  have been until recently — in decline. 

  Conservationists fear that fresh ivory sales will rekindle a bloodbath in the bush  that saw Africa's elephant population plummet from an estimated 1.2 million to  600,000 in the space of a little over a decade. 

  The 1989 ivory trade ban is widely credited with stemming that slaughter, itself  triggered by a surge in demand from newly affluent Asian economies which sent  prices soaring. 

  Long before the mass poaching of the 1970s and 1980s, the trade had soaked the  world's poorest continent in blood. 

  Along with slaves, gold and rubber, the allure of ivory drew Europeans to Africa's  shores and played a major role in some of the darkest chapters of white colonial  rule on the continent. 

  Demand for the coveted commodity led to the massacre of the elephants of Africa  and the Middle East, which once numbered in the millions. And 19th century ivory  workshops churned out a range of products from piano keys to billiard balls, fueling  the killing. 

  The South Africans maintain that the free-for-all slaughters of the past can be  prevented by strict monitoring of the ivory, which will likely be sold to Japanese  buyers. 

  "Inspectors are welcome to be there when the ivory is packed for shipment and be  there on the other end when the shipment is opened up," said Msimang. 

  Critics contend that the South Africans are ignoring evidence of an increase in  poaching in their own backyard. 

  In 1981, 102 of the park's elephants were poached but this number was almost  halved the following year. 

  The number of elephants killed illegally dropped off sharply and in 2000 and 2001 no  elephants were known to have been poached there — the first two-year period in  decades with no recorded elephant poaching incidents. 

  But this year, at least five elephants were killed in the park — and Kenya and

  conservation groups are seething because South Africa failed to inform CITES about  the killings when it applied for permission to sell part of its Kruger stock. 

  "It was a mistake on our part, we did not inform the department of environmental  affairs about the killings. But the information gathered for our CITES proposal was  made around July, before the carcasses were found," said Msimang. 

  The jury is out on the ultimate impact of the impending ivory auctions on poaching in  Africa. 

  In the meantime, South Africa's ivory room will remain firmly locked up.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Workshop to examine sustainability amid growth 

      BYLINE: Shapiro Treena, Staff 

      The issue is a huge one - can Honolulu grow and thrive while maintaining its way of life and protecting its

      environmental, economic and cultural resources? 

      The question will be addressed at a public workshop Saturday sponsored by the city and the University of

      Hawaii- Manoa's Office of Sustainability. 

      The workshop, the first in a series as the city moves to develop a master plan for Oahu, will address: the

      economy, energy, land use, natural resources and transportation. Gov. Linda Lingle, Mayor Jeremy Harris,

      and UH President Evan Dobelle will deliver keynote addresses Saturday. 

      Bruce Miller, director of the UH-Manoa Office of Sustainability, said this is a good time to focus on issues of

      sustainability. Hawaii is extremely vulnerable when it comes to electricity, water and waste, Miller said, and

      "all of these resources are at critical points." 

      The city needs to look for ways to make tourism sustainable without destroying the environment or the host

      culture, Harris said. At the same time, the economy needs to be less dependent on tourism. 

      "We want to become a center for biotechnology or urban technology. We've developed an Asian-Pacific

      Environmental Institute," he said. "We need to make sure that we have more to offer than just tourism." 

      The city must make land-use planning decisions and decide what kind of mass transportation needs to be

      developed, he said. 

      In terms of energy conservation, Harris said the city will have to look at renewable energy systems." 

      Harris said the goal is to come up with an energy plan for the island, so "we don't end up simply consuming

      finite nature resources and destroying our environment." 

      Other speakers include: 

      Dr. Noel Brown, former director of the North America Office of the United Nations Environment Program

      and current president of Friends of the United Nations. 

      John Bullard, president of the Sea Education Association and former director of National Oceanic &

      Atmospheric Administration. He is a three-time mayor of New Bedford, Mass. 

      Curtis Johnson, president of Citistates Group, a national network of writers, academics and consultants

      dealing with public policy issues. He has been a teacher and president of three community colleges and for

      four years headed the Twin Cities Metropolitan Council, which operates a regional transit system, manages

      wastewater treatment, develops parks and open space, and sets policy for transportation and land use in a

      seven-county region. 

      Brown, a frequent visitor to Hawaii, said those who attend the conference will leave more aware that

      because they are living on an island, they need to make sure their resources endure, both on land and in the

      water. They will want to look at alternative energy systems, such as solar power or other renewable energy

      options. 

      "They will need to ask themselves, 'What are we doing to manage our waste in an effective way?'" he said. 

      The workshop is free and open to the public. It begins at 8 a.m. and is scheduled to end at noon. The

      workshop will be held in the Dole Cannery Ballroom and there will be a $2 charge for parking. For more

      information, call 523-CITY.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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George Bush's war on nature 

      BYLINE: By Glenn Scherer 

Republicans are pushing the most radical assault on the environment in modern times. But history warns of

      catastrophe for leaders who trust ideology over science. 

      BODY: 

      Jubilant Republicans, focused solely on headlines and human events, may imagine that the most significant

      harbinger for America's future was the banging of a gavel on Jan. 6, 2003, opening the 108th Congress.

      Finally, GOP partisans may conclude, they call the shots. 

      But the Republicans could be wrong. Last September, a significantly more powerful event occurred in the

      windblown silences of the Arctic. In 2002, the second hottest year on record, scientists saw Arctic Ocean

      ice coverage shrink by more than at any time since satellite measurements were first made a quarter

      century ago. And, they say, continued melting could leave the Arctic nearly ice-free by summer 2050. In a

      related report, University of Colorado researchers found that globally warmed glaciers are melting faster than

      expected, possibly upping ocean levels by as much as 1.5 feet by 2100, far exceeding earlier U.N. estimates

      of the 2- to 4-inch contribution made by glacial ice to sea rise. 

      Americans need to listen intently to those balmy Arctic winds, see the water rising, and then turn a cold,

      pragmatic eye toward our Washington leadership to decide just how much Republican environmental policies

      contradict clear messages relayed by the earth. It could be that our leaders are viewing the world through a

      distorted lens, and that their corporate worldview and sometimes their fundamentalist Christian faith are

      guiding them to an interpretation of reality based not on scientific fact, but on dogma. We should take

      lessons from history, looking to the example of Stalinist Russia to see the human misery that comes from

      sacrificing scientific objectivity to political ideology. Or look to the Iraqi deserts, not in search of oil, but to

      observe ancient archeological evidence that proves the dire consequences that result when leaders ignore

      environmental indicators. Today those global indicators are screaming at us. 

      World population, topping 6 billion, has already left 1.1 billion people without safe drinking water, says the

      United Nations Environment Program. The earth is poisoned by 500 million tons of hazardous waste

      annually. Fisheries are collapsing, croplands eroding, and forests shrinking -- from 5 billion to 2.9 billion

      hectares in the last century, says Worldwatch Institute. And 20 percent of all species could go extinct by

      2030, cautions Pulitzer Prize-winning entomologist Edward O. Wilson. 

      Despite these apocalyptic warnings, the federal government -- with Republicans in control of the White

      House, Congress and the judiciary -- has launched the largest rollback of environmental law ever. The Bush

      administration seems determined to undo much of the good done since Earth Day 1970, when 20 million

      Americans defended the planet in the biggest mass demonstration in U.S. history. 

      Republican Sen. James Inhofe of Oklahoma is poised to become Bush's lieutenant in the assault. As the new

      chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, he unseats Jim Jeffords, I-Vt., an

      environmental champion who advanced legislation to curb global warming. Inhofe, by contrast, is a Big Oil

      backer who once characterized the Environmental Protection Agency as "the Gestapo bureaucracy" and has

      earned a zero rating from the League of Conservation Voters three years running. 

      Under Inhofe, hearings to oppose Bush's anti-environmental agenda are improbable, as are subpoenas for

      administration documents divulging shoddy science or corporate complicity. "Teddy Roosevelt is rolling over

      in his grave," Alys Campaigne, legislative director of the Natural Resources Defense Council, said in the

      Bureau of National Affairs Environmental Report. 

      Bush and Inhofe will likely move to modify or overturn the National Environmental Policy Act Amendments of

      1975. This Magna Carta of environmental law requires study, disclosure and public comment on the

      environmental impacts of federal projects. Bush has already demanded that "excessive red tape" be hacked

      from the law, fast-tracking road and airport construction and cutting the public out of a once democratic

      process. 

      The president is attacking the Clean Air Act of 1970, another cornerstone of environmental law. Late last

      year, Bush proposed rules to weaken the act's new source review, which requires the installation of

      state-of-the-art pollution-control equipment in modernizing factories. The new rules allow industrial air

      pollution to continue at levels that, according to the American Lung Association, now kill 10,000 Americans

      annually. 

      Bush's proposed "Clear Skies" initiative also undermines air quality. Like developers who christen subdivisions

      with the prettified names of the nature they destroy, "Clear Skies" won't enhance the air at all, but will

      further pollute it, says the NRDC. 

      Bush's "Healthy Forests" initiative likewise suffers from Orwellian doublespeak, felling Western forests to save

      them. Disguised as a measure for curbing wildfires, the plan invites logging companies to cut healthy trees in

      national forests while reducing public oversight. Ironically, the probable cause of recent catastrophic fires is

      global warming, a problem that most Republicans deny. 

      California last year passed the nation's first law to control greenhouse gas emissions from motor vehicles.

      But the Bush administration has virtually gone to war against the state's environmental initiatives, seeking to

      extend oil-drilling rights off the California coast and to overturn regulations requiring automakers to sell a

      zero-emissions vehicle. 

      This Congress will likely discontinue the requirement that corporate polluters contribute to Superfund,

      leaving taxpayers to pay for toxic waste cleanup. Both presidents Ronald Reagan and George Bush Sr.

      supported Superfund, with Bush Jr. the first Republican president not to back reauthorization. 

      Under the Republicans, bigger oil-company tax breaks are likely, heightening the nation's vulnerability to

      terrorism through dependence on foreign energy, while paying lip service to wind and solar power.

      Republicans will almost surely launch another assault on the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and other public

      lands -- reserves that are an insignificant drop in the barrel compared to total U.S. demand. 

      When the Pentagon used Sept. 11 and the war on terrorism in an effort to get its training exercises

      exempted from eight environmental laws, including the Endangered Species Act, the GOP-dominated House

      gave full approval. The lame-duck Democratic Senate rejected all but an exemption to the Migratory Bird

      Treaty, a "compromise" that allows the military to blast rare migratory birds like the American eagle in the

      defense of freedom. 

      This case illustrates Republican arrogance. The Los Angeles Times reported that an administration lawyer,

      arguing for military readiness, contended that naturalists benefit when the military kills birds because

      "bird-watchers get more enjoyment spotting a rare bird than they do spotting a common one." 

      Environmentalists are appealing the military exemption, but another political sea change diminishes their

      chances of getting a fair hearing. Congressional Republicans blocked many of President Clinton's judicial

      appointments, leaving over 100 federal judgeships open. With the Senate Judiciary Committee now in GOP

      hands, the courts could take a hard swing to the right, putting the environment further at risk. 

      The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit holds almost exclusive jurisdiction over environmental law,

      hearing cases concerning federal authority, involving the powers of the Environmental Protection Agency, for

      example. Senate Republicans blocked two Clinton appointments to the court, setting the stage for a bench

      packed with Bush conservatives. It is they who will likely hear the Migratory Bird Treaty appeal.

      Conservative judges appointed now could shape environmental law for decades. 

      Certainly, the Republican environmental onslaught will face enormous opposition, with new initiatives likely to

      be tied up in court. For example, just hours after the administration published rules weakening the Clean Air

      Act's new source review, nine Northeastern states filed a legal challenge to the levels of pollution allowed by

      Bush's plan. But in the meantime, damage done could be huge. Children crippled by pollution-aggravated

      asthma are not easily cured; public lands, once drilled, cannot be restored to wilderness. The obvious

      reasons behind Republican anti-environmentalism have been often stated but deserve review: George Bush

      and Dick Cheney come from old-line industry and possess an old-line industrial worldview. They are oilmen

      who believe in the efficiency of the marketplace, an efficiency that for them is synonymous with virtue.

      They are unreconstructed capitalists -- that's their operating system, as surely as Windows drives most

      personal computers. 

      Such marketplace-minded Republicans tend to label environmentalists as either frivolous tree-huggers or

      dangerous monkey-wrenching eco-terrorists. They dismiss good environmental science as the doomsaying of

      the loony left. Almost by definition, they lack an understanding of such concepts as sustainability, carrying

      capacity, biodiversity, or webs of interdependence, all crucial ideas for ecologists. 

      Even if Bush and his allies were to understand these principles, economic and political factors are a heavy

      counterweight. Republicans, for example, see lower oil prices as good for the economy, and a strong

      economy as improving chances for reelection. For that reason, low gas prices in the short term become a

      primary public-policy goal above long-term health and environmental considerations. 

      And of course, promoting any policies that go against immediate economic goals would pit the administration

      against strong corporate interests. The American auto industry, for example, remains a powerful economic

      engine in many states; if SUV sales are keeping domestic automakers afloat, the automakers will resist

      spending millions to impose tough new fuel-efficiency standards on SUVs. 

      Hence the power of corporate campaign contributions. Earthjustice, a nonprofit public-interest law group,

      reports that in the 2000 campaign, Bush-Cheney and the Republican National Committee received $44 million

      in contributions from the fossil-fuel, chemical, timber and mining industries -- more than was offered by

      these interests to all federal Democratic candidates and party committees combined. "The Bush

      administration's anti-environmental agenda doesn't just appear to be made-to-order for polluting and

      extractive industry interests," said Earthjustice. "It is." In 2002, the bond between polluters, extractors and

      Republicans persisted: GOP candidates received $14.6 million from oil and gas companies, for example, while

      Democrats got just $3.7 million, says the nonpartisan Center for Responsive Politics. 

      However, beyond all these more obvious anti-environmental motivations lies a more deep-seated cause, one

      tougher for the secular mind to grasp -- especially for those who trust in unbiased science as a guiding

      principle of environmental policy. Difficult as it may be to believe, many of the right-wing conservatives who

      have great influence in the Bush administration and now in Congress are governed by a higher power. 

      In his book "The Carbon Wars," Greenpeace activist Jeremy Leggett tells how he stumbled upon this

      otherworldly agenda. During Kyoto Protocol climate change negotiations, Leggett candidly asks Ford Motor

      Co. executive John Schiller how opponents of the pact could believe there is no problem with "a world of a

      billion cars intent on burning all the oil and gas available on the planet." The executive asserts first that

      scientists get it wrong when they say fossil fuels have been sequestered underground for eons. The earth,

      he says, is just 10,000 years old -- not 4.5 billion years old, the age widely accepted by scientists. 

      Then Schiller drops the bomb: "You know, the more I look, the more it is just as it says in the Bible." The

      Book of Daniel, he tells Leggett, predicts that increased earthly devastation will mark the End Time and

      return of Christ. Paradoxically, Leggett notes, many fundamentalists see dying coral reefs, melting ice caps

      and other environmental destruction not as an urgent call to action but as God's will. Within the religious

      right worldview, the wreck of the earth is Good News! 

      Some true believers, interpreting biblical prophecy, are sure they will be saved from the horrific destruction

      brought by ecosystem collapse. They'll be raptured: rescued from earth by God, who will then rain down

      seven ghastly years of misery on unbelieving humanity. During this tribulation, a powerful ruler led by Satan

      and called the antichrist will rule the world. Then Jesus will come in glory to defeat Satan's forces at the

      battle of Armageddon. His return marks the Millennium, when the Lord restores the earth to its green pristine

      condition, and the faithful enjoy a thousand years of peace and prosperity. 

      U.S. fundamentalists number in the tens of millions, but not all of them believe literally in this apocalyptic

      vision, warns Joan Bokaer, an expert on the religious right, formerly of the Center for Religion, Ethics and

      Social Policy at Cornell University. That would be an oversimplification, she says. Some, no doubt, don't

      even dwell on environmental issues. But many do hold ideas antithetical to the environment. 

      One powerful fringe group, the Reconstructionists, don't speak of the End Time at all, Bokaer notes. They

      put the onus for the Lord's return not in the hands of biblical prophecy, but in their own political activism.

      Reconstructionists say Christ will only return when a righteous nation acts to purge unrepentant sinners and

      applies biblical law to its populace. They want to spread the Gospel in a political context, making the Bible

      the foundation of U.S. jurisprudence. That includes an end to environmental regulation. 

      Reconstructionists believe the Lord will provide, and their view is laid out in "America's Providential History,"

      a religious-right high school history textbook: "The secular or socialist has a limited resource mentality and

      views the world as a pie ... that needs to be cut up so everyone can get a piece," write authors Mark Beliles

      and Stephen McDowell. "In contrast, the Christian knows that the potential in God is unlimited and that

      there is no shortage of resources in God's Earth. The resources are waiting to be tapped." 

      In another passage, the writers explain: "While many secularists view the world as overpopulated, Christians

      know that God has made the earth sufficiently large with plenty of resources to accommodate all of the

      people." Fossil fuels and forests are like the loaves and fishes, Reconstructionists say, miraculously

      multiplying for true believers. 

      Such misinformed viewpoints would be of little import except that, in the 1980s, they began permeating the

      Republican Party. That's when Republican strategists, eager to broaden the party's narrow base of wealthy

      corporate supporters, partnered with religious right leaders like Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson who agreed

      to politicize their followers and bring them into the GOP, according to Bokaer. 

      Working through fundamentalist, Pentecostal and charismatic churches, the Christian Coalition has promoted

      right-wing Republican candidates by mailing voter guides at election time -- 30 million in 1994; another 45

      million in 1996; and 70 million in 2000 to support candidate Bush, reported the watchdog group People for

      the American Way. 

      As it turns out, politicians who ally themselves with the religious right are also rabidly anti-environmental.

      Those who score high with the Christian Coalition almost invariably score low with the League of

      Conservation Voters. 

      According to the Washington-based People United for Separation of Church and State, 178 House members

      in the last Congress allied themselves with the religious right, earning barely a 15 percent average approval

      rating with the League of Conservation Voters. In the 108th Congress, Republican leadership hails almost

      exclusively from the religious right, scoring a perfect 100 percent with the Christian Coalition, but getting

      barely a 4 percent average approval rating from the conservation group. 

      Among them are Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist and Assistant Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, House

      Majority Leader Tom DeLay, Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert, and Majority Whip Roy Blunt. These

      leaders seem ready to aggressively move the religious right agenda forward: DeLay has bluntly said that the

      Almighty is using him to promote "a biblical worldview" in American politics, according to Paul Krugman in the

      New York Times. 

      Also among those holding an extreme fundamentalist perspective is Inhofe, reports Americans United for

      Separation of Church and State. "When we win this revolution in November, you'll be doing the Lord's work,

      and He will richly bless you for it!" Inhofe declared at the Christian Coalition's Road to Victory Conference

      last October. 

      And George W. Bush? He and Attorney General John Ashcroft make no secret of being born again. According

      to the Nation, Bush's "walk with Jesus" began in 1985 when Billy Graham visited him in Kennebunkport, Maine.

      While Graham doesn't support the politicizing of Christianity, one has to wonder how Bush's conversion

      (whether real or a ploy) has helped him justify anti-environmental positions to himself and others. 

      The Republican Party platform in Bush's home state warns of what to expect from a federal government

      guided by religious-right radicalism. "The Republican Party of Texas reaffirms the United States of America as

      a Christian Nation," the platform says, and seeks to nullify the separation between church and state. It

      would abolish the Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Energy and Department of Education. It

      dismisses global warming as "myth." And it promotes public school education "based upon biblical principles,"

      not upon secular humanism, which teaches Darwinian evolution theory and a scientific worldview. If the

      Texas Republican Party platform became the law of the land, America would become a very different place.

      Whether the Republican Party's attack on nature is based on corporate piracy or fundamentalist ideology,

      the result is similar. With environmental laws removed as braking mechanisms, the role of the federal

      government as environmental guardian is repealed, and industry is given free rein to destroy. 

      In such a brave new world, office holders and bureaucrats, embracing the corporate or fundamentalist

      worldview, will be unable to see, or may even willfully engineer, what many ecologists recognize as the

      looming global environmental crisis. 

      In the early days of the current administration, the news was full of instances where Bush appointed foxes

      to guard the henhouse: Gale Norton, a mining industry lobbyist, became secretary of the interior. Steven

      Griles, a lobbyist for major coal interests, was appointed Norton's second-in-command. The list goes on. 

      Now, the Washington Post reports a more disturbing trend. Bush "has begun a broad restructuring of the

      scientific advisory committees that guide federal policy," says the Post. These largely anonymous

      committees of scientists, lawyers and academics make recommendations vital to determining health and

      environmental risk. 

      Replaced, for example, were 15 members of a 17-member Department of Health and Human Services

      committee that assesses the impacts on human health of low-level exposure to environmental chemicals.

      New Bush-imposed panel appointees include chemical-industry advocates and a California scientist who

      helped defend Pacific Gas and Electric Co. against the real-life Erin Brockovich. 

      More troubling is W. David Hager, one of Bush's nominees to the influential Food and Drug Administration

      panel on women's health policy. Hager, says Maureen Dowd of the New York Times, has a resume "more

      impressive for theology than gynecology." Hager emphasizes the restorative power of Jesus Christ in one's

      life and recommends specific Scripture readings to treat headaches, eating disorders and premenstrual

      syndrome. One wonders how his radical fundamentalism may cloud his scientific objectivity. 

      The administration has repeatedly turned a blind eye to good science. When the National Academy of

      Sciences came to Bush in 2001 with a report saying that global warming was real, serious and

      human-caused, he ignored it. When the Environmental Protection Agency sent a 2002 report to the United

      Nations saying that global warming will result in "rising seas, melting ice caps and glaciers, ecological system

      disruption, floods, heat waves, and more dangerous storms," Bush rejected it as a document "put out by the

      bureaucracy." 

      Marty Jezer, writing for the Online Common Dreams News Center, notes, "One has to go back to the Stalinist

      era of the Soviet Union to find such a display of political arrogance and ignorance of science." 

      At that time, Trofim Lysenko told Josef Stalin that Charles Darwin's theory of evolution and Gregor Mendel's

      theory of heredity were wrongheaded "bourgeois science," not suited to a communist state. Lysenko's

      ideologically based science professed that the environment can alter genes and cause evolutionary change

      within a single generation. Under the right conditions, he said, a wheat seed can produce rye. Or a tropical

      palm seed, soaked in cold water, can have its genetics retuned to thrive in a chilly climate. 

      With Stalin's blessing, Lysenko purged Russia's scientific leadership; researchers were silenced, sent to

      Siberia, killed. His principles were used to guide Soviet agriculture, with disastrous results. While the rest of

      the world explored genetic science, leading to the green revolution, Russia resisted, declaring evolution's

      tenets "reactionary and decadent." 

      Lysenko's theories were practiced on collective farms on a massive scale, displacing traditional agricultural

      knowledge and killing millions in the Russian famine of 1931-33. 

      His beliefs were exported to China, says Joseph Becker, author of "Hungry Ghosts: Mao's Secret Famine."

      Farmers were told that seeds of the same species act like "comrades," and wouldn't compete with each

      other. Chinese farmers were ordered to plant up to 15 million seedlings per 2.5 acres, rather than the

      scientifically proven 1.5 million, helping bring on history's worst famine. An estimated 30 million people

      starved to death between 1958 and 1961. 

      Lysenkoism, repudiated by the Soviets in the 1960s, stands as a warning to those now controlling the U.S.

      federal government. When truth in science is sacrificed to corporate ideology or religious-right theology, we

      ignore the true workings of the natural world at our peril. When the bottom line and/or religious fervor rather

      than sound science guide our decisions, we are traveling blind and at the mercy of unforeseen

      consequences. 

      But it seems that Bush has already taken a plank from the Texas Republican Party platform. In a move to

      blunt new U.S. global-warming research, he has launched a four-year study to ascertain "precisely how

      much climate change between 1950 and now was human-caused." Prominent climate experts, like Princeton

      University's Michael Oppenheimer, say the study may merely rehash issues most scientists consider settled.

      Critics see the new study as intended to delay federal action on the problem -- years lost in Lysenko-like

      denial, as we edge toward an unseen precipice that is the threshold of runaway global warming. "The danger

      is that while they're continuing to do the research, the window of opportunity to avoid dangerous global

      warming is closing," said Oppenheimer. 

      Again, look to Texas to see what impact a worldview "based upon biblical principles" can have. Last fall, the

      Texas Board of Education rejected several environmental science textbooks, including one titled

      "Environmental Science: Creating a Sustainable Environment," according to Audubon Magazine. Critics forced

      the book ban primarily on ideological grounds, calling the text "vitriol against Western civilization and its

      primary belief systems." Another science book was approved only after the publisher agreed to remove entire

      sections on climate change, which were deemed offensive. The decision reaches far beyond the Lone Star

      State: Texas is America's second-largest textbook buyer, so the expurgated texts will likely be sold in other

      states. 

      In 2000, the Kansas school board briefly removed Darwinian evolution from the state's science standards and

      tests, while similar campaigns have been pushed in over 20 states, says People for the American Way. Last

      spring, two Republican congressmen from Ohio, John Boehner and Steve Chabot, pressured their state's

      school board unsuccessfully to introduce creationism, disguised as "intelligent design," into school curricula. 

      Here, the parallels with Lysenko become uncomfortably close. Should efforts to de-emphasize the teaching

      of evolutionary theory actually succeed, one wonders how we could hope to confront tough environmental

      problems -- training scientists, for example, to fight the virulent new strains of bacteria that have evolved

      resistance to potent antibiotics. Or, for another example: In his book "The Beak of the Finch," environmental

      journalist Jonathan Weiner tells how the U.S. cotton industry is threatened with collapse because of

      Heliothis virescens, a moth that has evolved total resistance to all pesticides. Frustrated entomologist

      Martin Taylor notes the irony of the equivalence between the Cotton Belt and Bible Belt. "It's amazing,"

      Taylor notes, "that cotton growers are having to deal with these pests in the very states whose legislatures

      are so hostile to the theory of evolution. Because it is evolution itself they are struggling against in their

      fields every season. These people are trying to ban the teaching of evolution while their own cotton crops

      are failing because of evolution. How can you be a creationist farmer anymore?" 

      For those who think the teaching of environmental science is safe in our schools, or that evolution vs.

      creationism is a dead issue, listen to this comment from Tom DeLay, one of the most powerful men in

      Congress. He has suggested that the Columbine, Colo., school shootings occurred "because our school

      systems teach our children that they are nothing but glorified apes who have evolutionized out of some

      primordial mud." With such leaders at the helm, it becomes necessary to ask where precisely we are being

      led. Six thousand years ago, the arid Iraqi wastes over which U.S. tanks may soon roll flourished with amber

      waves of grain. Today, our government stands ready to launch an attack by the most advanced

      technological civilization ever against the ancient source of our species' first great historical trauma:

      humankind's original eviction from Eden. 

      The modern nation of Iraq is built upon the ruins of Sumer, the world's earliest civilization. Resourceful

      Mesopotamian city-states like Ur on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers invented writing, the wheel, sailboats,

      animal-drawn plows, metalwork, the potter's wheel, and mapmaking. They originated large professional

      armies, imperialism and bureaucracy. They were also the first to develop an urban lifestyle, inhabiting great

      cities like Ur, and temporarily insulating themselves from nature's harsh realities. 

      They made the desert bloom with "grainfields, date plantations, fishponds, and gardens of lettuce, onions,

      lentils, garlic and cress," says "Ecology of Eden" author and historian Evan Eisenberg. They created a

      human-made paradise on earth, a realm echoed in their mythology where we find the precursors of Eden: a

      paradise called Dilman, a holy land of palm trees and sweet waters blessed by the gods. 

      Also in Sumer, we find the first nation to track its economic progress through hard-nosed business records.

      It is partly through those ledgers that scientists learned why Sumer collapsed. 

      The Sumerians built impressive irrigation systems that produced a bountiful surplus, feeding a booming

      population and supporting an administrative, military and religious elite. While leaders sought greater riches

      through warfare, and priests guided those wars through astrological forecasts, environmental

      mismanagement caused Sumer's power to erode. 

      The grand irrigation system that made Sumer possible also destroyed it. The arid soil became waterlogged.

      Evaporating water left salt deposits behind. Records show that in southern Mesopotamia at about 3500 B.C.,

      equal amounts of wheat and barley grew. Then salt-intolerant wheat began to be replaced by more

      salt-tolerant barley, until by 1700 B.C., wheat was abandoned entirely. As salinity worsened, crops failed.

      Fields turned to desert and the Sumerians abandoned their cities, writes Clive Ponting in "A Green History of

      the World." 

      In 1936, archeologist Leonard Woolley was stunned at the contrast between southern Iraq's past and

      present. He wrote that it was impossible to imagine that "the blank waste ever blossomed, and bore fruit for

      the sustenance of a busy world." 

      The Sumerians, distracted by human matters, had destroyed the natural basis of their wealth. They ignored

      the implications of failing harvests, though meticulously tracking the decline much as CNN follows the falling

      NASDAQ. Walled up in urban centers, busied with commerce and war, they never took action to sustain

      themselves. 

      As America girds for international conflict, our government, dominated by corporate interests and the

      religious right, seems about to make the same mistake. While able to wield the greatest war machine in

      history, we seem unable to squarely face the threat of climate change, to clean up deadly coal-burning

      power plants or nuclear waste that could contaminate the planet for millennia. We, like Sumer, seem ready

      to march off to war and ask for answers from the stars, while ignoring the sinking fortunes of our own fields

      and forests. 

      Sumerian leaders and the priests of Ur had little idea of the scientific mechanisms at work out at the edge of

      town, where the human-dominated realm ended and that of nature began. We are in similar peril, but can't

      plead ignorance as an excuse.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

January 6, 2003 Monday 3:37 PM Eastern Time 

General News 

 Annan envoy to assess humanitarian needs of North Korea 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has sent a special envoy to North Korea to assess the humanitarian needs

      of its people, a United Nations spokeswoman said Monday. The envoy, Maurice Strong, flew to Beijing on

      Monday and would go later to North Korea, spokeswoman Hua Jiang said. 

      "His main purpose is to assess humanitarian aid but he is willing to listen to any subject will be put forward,"

      she added when asked whether Strong would discuss the crisis over North Korea's nuclear programme. 

      A former Canadian businessman, Strong, 74, was the first director of the UN Environment Programme in

      the 1970s and later presided over the Earth Summit in Rio de Janiero in 1992. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Cleanup boats rush to aid as oil mars French coast

PARIS - Gooey black oil from the sunken Prestige blotched French beaches on Saturday, as distraught locals awaited an armada of

  clean-up boats and workers. 

  Some seven weeks after the laden tanker snapped in half off the northwest Spanish coast, the worst slicks headed north towards

  neighbouring France which raced to limit the pollution. 

  A fleet of trawlers and fishing boats battled stormy seas to get to the scene, and French television showed masked emergency workers

  scooping viscous fuel oil into buckets, while bystanders - barred from the beaches to avoid contamination - fumed. 

  "The people who did this should have this stuff rubbed into their faces," one local man raged. 

  "It's horrible to see this," a woman said. "There's more than there was yesterday, and there will be even more tomorrow." 

  France has taken over from Spain in coordinating the clean-up, as aerial footage showed some 15 medium-sized oil slicks lurking within 80

  km (50 miles) of the French Atlantic coast, maritime officials said. 

  With oil now smearing beaches running half-way up the coast, hotel owners fretted about the impact on tourism, a major source of income

  for the region. 

  "This is worse than the Erika spill," hotel owner Evelyne Baron told the daily Le Parisien, referring to the disastrous spill from the tanker

  Erika which sank off Brittany in 1999. 

  "The Erika spilled all its oil in one go, whereas with the Prestige we really don't know what will happen." 

  The 26-year-old single-hulled vessel, carrying 77,000 tonnes of oil, sprang a leak in November off Spain, snapped in two and sank six days

  later. 

  Most of its oil went down with it and has since been seeping steadily from the wreck, two miles (3.5 km) under the waves, at a rate that

  could keep it a hazard for many many months. 

  High winds have broken up big oil slicks and blown hundreds of thousands of globs of oil onto the popular  sandy beaches of France's

  Landes region, near Bordeaux. Officials have predicted bigger oil deposits will land over the weekend. 

  Spanish media have estimated the oil slicks sweeping towards France cover an area the size of New York City. 

  France, which has campaigned forcefully for stricter European Union safety rules on oil tankers, this week launched a criminal inquiry into   responsibility for the Prestige spill. 

  President Jacques Chirac lashed out on Friday at those transporting oil in old, leaky tankers, calling them "gangsters of the sea" and asked

  European Commission President Romano Prodi to speed up measures to punish those responsible for spills. 

  Prime Minister Jean-Pierre Raffarin rushed to the scene and pledged 50 million euros ($51.88 million) to fund the clean-up. 

  The Erika spill caused some $860 million of damage, and French oil giant TotalFinaElf (TOTF.PA) was last year ordered to pay around $7.6

  million for its role in the disaster. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Team aims to crack  Antarctic ice secrets 

               Melting of glaciers is critical to world ecology

             By Peter Greste 

               BBC News, in Antarctica 

              The Pine Island Glacier, one of the biggest on   Antarctica, may be on the verge of slipping into the sea

               far faster than anyone previously thought, according to   the preliminary results of a survey mission to the White Continent. 

               The team of scientists from Chile's independent Centre   for Scientific Studies and the US space agency (Nasa)   has teamed up with the Chilean Navy to make a series of flights over some of Antarctica's most important and  unexplored regions. 

               Their aim has been to create the most detailed maps  ever made of the ice surface and the underlying               geology, so scientists can accurately measure the  impact of climate change. 

               The mission's head, Chilean theoretical physicist Claudio Teitelboim, described Pine Island as "the Holy               Grail" of Antarctic Glaciology. 

               "It's in the most remote  part of the continent, and  so we don't know much  about it. But it is also

               where Antarctica is the

               most unstable, and where  any small changes in the Earth's temperature are  likely to have a big impact

               on the ice," he said. 

               Glaciologist Gino Casassa said recent discoveries had  made the study critically  important. 

               "These glaciers are already  responding to global warming at a rate that has really  surprised the scientific community. 

               "We've seen them responding over the past decade.  But now we can see the disintegration of the ice sheets   much faster than we thought. There's evidence that   both small and large glaciers could disintegrate even in  our own lifetime." 

               Pine Island is a massive  block of ice in the remote  and relatively unexplored   western corner of

               Antarctica. 

               It stretches some 50  kilometres across in   places, with ice up to four  kilometres deep. It pushes               out into the ocean, its  mouth protected by the Antarctic sea ice. 

               The head of Nasa's team, Waleed Abdulat, said one  theory was that the sea ice  offers a restraint or back

               pressure, keeping the  glaciers in place. 

               "If you remove that back pressure, the theory suggests  that the ice will accelerate much more rapidly, causing a  corresponding rise in sea-levels," he said. 

               In order to carry out the study, Dr Teitelboim invited  Nasa to send some of its own scientists and

               state-of-the-art technology, and convinced the Chilean Navy to dedicate a P-3 Orion aircraft normally used for   hunting submarines. 

               The P-3 Orion is designed  to travel long distances,  and at relatively low   altitude - attributes that               make it perfect for a study  of this nature. 

               "This approach is bold,"  said Dr Teitelboim. "It's  not the standard method  with lots of logistics and

               ground support, but it's a  hit-and-run mission." 

               But he pointed out that the  collaboration between a civilian research institute  and the Chilean navy was

               also unprecedented in a  country still wary of the  military institutions that were responsible for brutal               repression through the 1970s and 80s. 

               "It's not only very unusual, but it is also very important  to help close that gap and heal the wounds of the   past," he said. 

               For the expedition, the scientists stripped the P-3 of its  usual armaments and submarine-detecting equipment,  replacing them with five key instruments of their own. 

                    A laser-imaging system that fires 5,000 pulses  of light at the ground every second. The                    reflections help map the ice surface in stunning  detail.    A ice-penetrating radar to probe the underlying

                    rock-surface, revealing just how deep the ice  sheets really are, and what's likely to happen to  glaciers should the Earth's temperature rise.   A pair of high-resolution digital cameras linked

                    together to create stereoscopic images of the ice  surface.   A magnetometer to detect geological activity  underneath the rocks, and discover whether  underlying volcanic activity might be creating                 lubricating sheets of water to further destabilise   glaciers.   A Global Positioning System capable of locating   the aircraft to within 10 centimetres, and keeping   all the other measurements within the same                    breathtaking degree of accuracy. 

               The researchers flew a  series of low-altitude  passes from the Navy's  base in over the Antarctic               Peninsula, the Patagonian  Ice Fields, and the Pine  Island Glacier, creating   relatively narrow               strip-maps or profiles of  the ice.   It will take months to process the colossal amount of data into  meaningful results, but  when it is done, they will  provide baseline   information for future               similar flights. 

               Even so, the numbers have already indicated that the  substrata beneath Pine Island Glacier makes it  inherently much more unstable than was previously  thought. 

               "These flights have been incredibly successful," said  Claudio Teitelboim. "At every step of the way, the

               collaboration has worked perfectly, the technology  worked perfectly, and even the weather couldn't have been better. 

               "But the bad news is that it looks as though the rock  surface makes Pine Island Glacier very unstable indeed.

               "We'll have to do a lot more work to confirm the results,  but they don't look very positive."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

South Pole Pioneers Find El Nino Climate Changes 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, January 6, 2002 (ENS) - A U.S. research team that has  just completed the first overland trek across Antarctica to the South Pole in 45  years believes its efforts will provide integral insights into the effects of El Nino and the overall workings of the global climate system. 

                      The team, part of the International Trans-Antarctic Science Expedition  (ITASE) program, traversed some 800 miles (1,200 km) from central West  Antarctica to the South Pole. Along the way, the scientists drilled ice cores  and perform a range of experiments all geared towards furthering the  understanding of last 200 to 500 years of climate change and atmospheric  change over Antarctica. 

                                                          Part of the U.S. International  Trans-Antarctic Scientific Expedition team at the ceremonial South Pole in early  January. Paul Mayewski, the  expedition leader, is in yellow                                                          coveralls at left. (Photos  courtesy Daniel Dixon/National   Science Foundation)

                                                          "The records we get  from Antarctica tell us  not only about what has                                                     happened in a continent  that has been poorly  understood, but one can  throw the Southern                                                         Ocean into the same  category," said U.S.  ITASE principal   investigator Paul Mayewski. 

                      "We are able to monitor circulation systems and temperatures over the Southern Ocean in our ice cores. When you consider much of the Southern  Hemisphere is made up of ocean, and Antarctica, ITASE really provides a  tremendous missing link to the climate data set." 

                      Mayewski, a professor of geological sciences and the director of the Institute  for Quaternary and Climate Studies at the University of Maine, and several  others from the 13 member team spoke to reporters today in the first live press conference in history broadcast from the South Pole. 

                      This was the fourth Antarctic traverse for the U.S. ITASE program, which has collected some 2.5 kilometers (1.55 miles) of ice cores from Antarctica. Some 19  nations work with ITASE, which was formed in 1990. 

                      The cold and relative isolation of Antarctica makes it an ideal location to   study climate patterns, with the drilled ice cores providing clear records of climate change and atmospheric change. 

                      "This allows us to go back much further in time than we can literally go  anywhere else in the planet," Mayewski explained. 

                      One of the team's goals was to gain a better understanding of El Nino, a  disruption in the ocean-atmospheric system in the tropical Pacific. Scientific  models predicted more snow in an El Nino year, something the research team  experienced right away. 

                      Front of a long train carrying  the ITASE team's equipment      and stores 

                      The team, with two  tractors pulling three or  four large sleds piled  with fuel, food and           shelter, left Byrd Surfae Camp on November 23,  2002, but the deep snow  forced the team to return                      after only two days. 

                      "We were very

                      surprised how much more snow there was," Mayewski said. 

                      After refitting the sleds to handle the heavier snow accumulation, the team  departed on December 7, 2002, arriving at South Pole on January 2, 2003. On  average, the team trekked some 60 miles a day, stopping to perform experiments and drill three inch and two inch ice cores. 

                      The drilling of ice cores is only one of a host of other studies and experiments  conducted by the team. These projects include surface glaciology programs  that explored changes in accumulation rates, remote sensoring experiments  that coordinated satellite imagery with ground observations, as well as a                 series of geophysics programs and atmospheric chemistry experiments. 

                      "We've even been launching balloons into the atmosphere as high as 23  kilometers (14.3 miles) looking at changes in temperature and ozone, to see  how they relate to the satellite pictures of ozone," Mayewski said. 

                      "The U.S. ITASE program is penetrating down to bedrock in excess of three  kilometers, going up into the atmosphere close to 23 kilometers, and covering  spatially about 5,000 kilometers (3,107 miles) over the last few years using 11  integrated programs." 

                      Temperatures throughout the trip were expected to fall well below -30 degrees Centigrade at sites close to the South Pole, but never fell below -28 degrees Centigrade. 

                      "This was another indication of the effects of El Nino and a good  demonstration that the model predictions for what might happen in West Antarctica during an El Nino are correct - it gets warmer and snowier,"

                      Mayewski said, adding that the ITASE data will further understanding of El  Nino's effects. 

                      In addition to El Nino, the ITASE researchers hope to provide further insights into the large low pressure field that surrounds Antarctica and the East  Antarctic high pressure system. Between these two, Mayewski explained,  there is the largest pressure difference that exists close to sea level on the  surface of the planet. 

                      The team also took data in search of chemical indicators that could tell them  something about the stratospheric input into Antarctica. This could,  Mayewski said, ultimately offer clues as to why over the past few decades East Antarctica has "actually been cooling, unlike much of the rest of  the   planet." 

                      The researchers also hope the ITASE treks will provide increased insight into  the melting of the West Antarctic Ice Sheet. 

                                                          The U.S. International  Trans-Antarctic Scientific Expedition uses ice                                                          penetrating radar on the polar  plateau.

                                                          In a study published  yesterday in the journal  "Science," a different                                                        group of scientists said   the West Antarctic Ice  Sheet has been melting  at a rate of some two                                                          inches per year for  thousands of years. If it  continues at this rate,  the 360,000 square mile                                                      (932,396 square  kilometer) ice sheet will disappear in some 7,000  years. 

                      This trend is likely to continue, according to the scientists who authored the study, and provides an important baseline for measuring additional melting caused by human influence on the climate. The recent thinning of the ice in  West Antarctica contrasts with ice sheets in North America and Europe,  which had nearly all melted 10,000 years ago when the melting in Antarctica began. 

                      Mayewski said he is "very confident" the ITASE projects will help round out why the ice sheet is still melting and whether human behavior is a contributing factor. "We not only have ground based measurements that are   allowing us to tell changes in ice thickness and accumulation and in floe              properties, but we are now being able to link these with very detailed  reconstructions of the surface topography," he said. 

                      "It is a very big part of our program to try to not only understand natural   climate, past climate and how it operates but to use that as a tool for  understanding human impact in Antarctica and for making better predictions."

                      Mayewski expects it will take up to a year or more for the data to be analyzed  and published. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
Centre to simplify rules for environmental clearance
Times of India, Jan 7, 2003 (TCHANDRIKA MAGO) - [image: image1.png]


NEW DELHI: Having already amended the rules half a dozen times in nine years, the Union environment ministry is planning once again to "simplify" regulations on the mandatory environmental impact assessment (EIA) of developmental and industrial projects as well as the procedure for clearance to chop forests.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=33606523Environmentalists are dismayed, simply because they feel the law is being, and has been, diluted in the name of necessary simplification. "It doesn't make the law more effective. It just becomes easier for polluters to do what they are doing," says Centre for Science and Environment chief Sunita Narain.
 

Manila's clean-air law stalled by drivers of m-cycle taxis 
The Straits Times, Jan 7, 2003 - MANILA - Smoggy skies over the Philippine capital will take a little longer to clear after efforts to clean the air were stalled by motorcycle taxi drivers.
Hundreds of drivers yesterday brought traffic to an even slower crawl than usual in parts of Manila as they took their vehicles in a procession to the presidential palace to protest against a new anti-pollution law.
… In November, the World Bank warned that air pollution would cost the Philippines almost US$1.5 billion (S$2.6 billion) per year in medical treatment, lost wages and low productivity.
A study by the World Bank showed fine-particle emissions caused an estimated 2,000 premature deaths and 9,000 cases of chronic bronchitis each year in the nation's four largest cities.--Reuters 
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/asia/story/0,4386,164790,00.html? 


South China Province Strives to Protect Marine Fishing Resources
Xinhua News Agency January 6, 2003 - Guangdong Province will lavish 800 million yuan (US$96.39 million) on installing 100 man-made fish reefs or "marine pastures" in a bid to protect declining marine fishing resources. 
The 10-year plan which started in 2002 is being implemented in offshore areas near the Daya Bay of Guangdong with 48 man-made fish reefs being placed at the seabed, said sources from the provincial administration of marine affairs and fishery. 
Guangdong has a coastline of 5,782 km and boasts rich marine resources. However, the environment of the province's marine resources has been worsening as a result of long-time over-development.
http://test.china.org.cn/english/environment/52800.htm 

_______________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC

New Leaders Emerge from Environmental Movement

Brazil's recently-named Environment minister symbolizes a new type of leadership in Latin America, an approach arising from activism that seeks profound changes.
RIO DE JANEIRO - Peasant farmers, filmmakers, academics, indigenous leaders, politicians and even former guerrillas make up the ranks of the environmental movement in Latin America, a vast and diverse phenomenon that has produced important leaders over the last few decades. 

One such trailblazer is Marina Silva, 44, the new Environment minister of Brazil who took office Jan 1 when President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva was sworn in. 

As a young girl in the northwestern state of Acre, Silva worked helping her father, a "seringueiro" (rubbertree tapper), to sustain her eight siblings. She survived several bouts with malaria in the Amazon jungle and did not learn to read and write until she was 16. 

It was then that hepatitis forced her to move to the city of Rio Branco, where she studied, receiving a degree in history, and became a social and political activist with the leftist Workers' Party (PT). 

An heir to the tradition established by Chico Mendes -- leader of the seringueiros and defender of the Amazon forest who was assassinated in 1988 --, Silva helped organize the CUT labor union in Acre and struggled to protect the rubbertree forests from the chainsaws wielded by the men in the employ of large ranch-owners. 

Silva represents a new type of leadership, one borne of environmental activism in Latin America. 

Lula's decision to name her to the post "has the consensus of all environmentalists," Carlos Minc, a PT lawmaker in Rio de Janeiro, told Tierramérica. 

Minc, 51, belongs to a group of former guerrillas who, exiled in Europe during the 1970s, returned to Brazil with new ecological ideas for their giant country. Lawmaker Fernando Gabeira and Rio de Janeiro secretaries Alfredo Sirkis (urban planning) and Liszt Vieira are part of the same movement. 

These activists took up arms against Brazil's military regime between 1968 and 1970. Three were arrested and tortured, but were then released in exchange for the return of a diplomat kidnapped by their colleagues. 

Back in Brazil a decade later, they joined to found the tiny Green Party. Only Sirkis remains a Green, while the others moved to the PT. 

Many activists have paved the way for profound changes, and many paid with their lives for their zeal to protect nature. 

Peruvian agronomist and university professor Godofredo García was executed in front of his son Ulisses by a masked man on Mar 31, 2001, in San Lorenzo Valley, a thousand km north of Lima. 

García, who was 63 at the time of his death, led the 100,000 residents of the valley in resisting a mega-project by the Canada-based Manhattan Mining to exploit gold, copper, silver and zinc deposits in the subsoils of the city of Tambogrande and extending to farming areas.


The plan, which entailed relocating 12,000 city residents, also came under fire because it threatens local agriculture, which sustains some 60,000 people. 

The broad citizen campaign, backed by national and international organizations, including Oxfam America, was not successful in halting the open-pit mining project, which proponents claim will create 3,000 direct and indirect jobs. The inevitable suspicion among locals is that García was killed on the orders of Manhattan Mining. 

Another assassination in the context of environmental activism took place in Colombia in January 2000. Indigenous leader Eusberto Jojoa, founder of the Association for Peasant-Farmer Development was the victim. 

"It is ongoing anguish because we still don't know who killed him or why," Gonzalo Palomino Ortiz, a pioneer of the Colombian ecology movement, told Tierramérica. 

Palomino, 66, is an activist in numerous groups and writes for several publications, as well as serving as biology professor and researcher at the University of Tolima. 

One of Palomino's great achievements was to create the Network of Private Nature Reserves, which covers 130 areas. It is touted as a triumph for individual effort, and the Environment ministry of Colombia has recognized the initiative as "an effective way to preserve ecosystems." 

But the most renowned endeavor was the 15-year fight against dredging a river for gold in the western town of Ataco, in Tolima department. The battle was waged against the mining subsidiary of the U.S.-based Chocó Pacífico company. 

The protests by local rice-growers stopped what is likely to have been an ecological disaster. Many members of the Agricultural National Salvation movement "originated in that first major fight of national scope," notes Palomino. 

In Costa Rica, agronomist Mario Boza, 60, played a role similar to that of Palomino, founding the National Park Service, which protects 24 percent of the Central American nation's territory. 

His influence extended beyond national borders when the Mesoamerican Biological Corridor project was drawn up, promoting sustainable development in the seven Central American countries and the southern states of Mexico. 

Boza served as assistant minister of Environment from 1990 to 1993 and continues to be an untiring writer and permanent presence at conferences on ecological issues. 

"In many countries natural resources will continue to be destroyed and there will be major catastrophes, but there will also be excellent examples to follow, such that in 50 years there will be more positives than negatives," said Boza in a conversation with Tierramérica.



In Chile, Patricio Lanfranco, a documentary filmmaker, has emerged as another sort of environmental leader. 

In 1996 he led the Anti-Northern Highway Coordinator, an umbrella for 25 neighborhood and business groups, to protest the construction of a highway to connect east and west Santiago. 

The campaign did not prevent the road from being built, but did rack up some small victories, such as changes in the highway route in order to reduce the impacts on the surrounding neighborhoods. 

In Lanfranco's opinion, the effort had "a very positive outcome": the creation of the Living City Corporation, an organization that carries out projects such as preserving the architectural heritage of the Bellavista district, this year's winner -- in a field of 150 applicants -- of the Andrés Bello prize, awarded by a group of seven Latin American countries. 

* Mario Osava is an IPS correspondent, as are Abraham Lama, María Isabel García, Néfer Muñoz and Gustavo González, who contributed t
______________________________________________________________________________
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GM to offer hybrid vehicles this year, AP/MSNBC, 6/1:  General Motors, the largest automaker in the world, announced today that it would sell a variety of gas-electric vehicles over the next four years, a move that could help push hybrids into the mainstream. The company will sell hybrid versions of cars, pickup trucks and SUVs, thereby creating some competition for Honda and Toyota, currently the only automakers that sell hybrids in the U.S.  GM plans to unveil two hybrid pickups, the GMC Sierra and Chevrolet Silverado, for use in commercial fleets later this year. In 2004, GM will begin selling the same models to retail consumers.  Ford and DaimlerChrysler are also poised to enter the hybrid vehicle market in the next couple of years.  (See http://www.msnbc.com/news/855219.asp)  See also “Auto makers talk environment but flaunt power”, Toronto Star, 6/1 -- http://www.thestar.com)
In a First, U.S. Puts Limits on California's Thirst, NY Times, 5/1:  New Year's Day marked a historic moment in the history of US water wars -- the first time the federal government exercised its right to decline California's request for more than its allotted shared of water from the Colorado River.  Thanks to the U.S. Interior Department, cities and agricultural areas in Southern California will lose about 650,000 acre-feet of river water this year, or enough to supply a city about the size of Los Angeles.  The Interior Department's move marks a shift in water-use priority from agricultural areas to urban centers.  It's too early to predict the long-term effects of the shift, but it will put pressure on farmers to switch to less water-intensive crops and more efficient irrigation methods.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2003/01/05/national/05WATE.html)

Activists sue over relaxed tuna-label rules, San Francisco Chronicle, 3/1:  In a lawsuit made public late last week, Earth Island Institute and other environmental organizations have sued the U.S. government for relaxing labeling standards for "dolphin-safe" tuna.  The suit stems from a decision by the U.S. Commerce Department to classify as dolphin-safe a previously prohibited method of fishing -- in which dolphins are encircled with nets to trap tuna swimming below -- so long as an onboard observer certified that no dolphins were killed or injured in the process.  The change in classification would primarily affect Mexico, which has been excluded from the U.S. market for more than a decade because its tuna fleet relies almost entirely on this netting practice.  The lawsuit claims the government is ignoring its own evidence that the netting method is harming dolphins and is being called "no more than a political gift to Mexico at the expense of dolphin lives."  (See http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2003/01/03/MN178784.DTL
Pollution a legacy of rocket propellant, AP/Miami Herald, 6/1:  A toxic chemical used to fuel Cold War-era missiles and the rockets that put man on the moon has left a legacy of contamination across the Southwest, where it pinches the region's already tight supply of drinking water. The chemical, called perchlorate, pollutes much of the lower Colorado River -- the main water source for 20 million people across the Southwest -- and has forced the shutdown of hundreds of wells in California.  (See http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/nation/4881920.htm)

Warm-Up for Climate Debate, Washington Post Editorial, 6/1:  The debate on climate change -- or rather the debate about how to react to it -- has ground to an unproductive halt in the US.  In the meantime -- paradoxically -- consensus is growing around some of the science of climate change. Aware of the gap between the politics and the science, a number of large companies have banded together under the auspices of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change to look for solutions. Their efforts will gain some attention soon when Senators McCain and Lieberman open the new Senate by introducing bipartisan legislation calling for a domestic "cap-and-trade" system for controlling GHG emissions. While the Senators’ names guarantee attention for the bill, they also may ensure that the Bush administration will angrily oppose it. In the end, industry, environmentalists and politicians will have to work together to come up with solutions -- as they did to write this bill. Technological breakthroughs will happen only if the economic environment encourages them -- and this bill intends to create such an environment.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A15015-2003Jan5.html)





*******

_______________________________________________________________________________

ROWA.

E. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Khalifah in a Press Conference with “Akhbar Al-Khaleej” stated that “ Bahrain is ready to commence towards the Eco-Tourism”.

The Kingdom of Bahrain made a great efforts towards the Environment and the development of the natural resources. For this reason , they appointed H.E to shoulder the responsibility of the additional jobs of Wildlife and Fish Resources under the same umbrella of the agency.  

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/Articles.asp?Article=47817&Sn=BNEW
Dr. Abdul Elah Al-Wedaee, the Network Coordinator in UNEP/ROWA during his visit to Qatar to participate in the Seminar on the importance of the illiteracy eradication Programme in prevailing the environmental awareness assured that the environment education in the urban areas should concentrate on the awareness of the people and those who are responsible of the urban environment to provide the suitable type of life. Moreover, it also should contribute to prepare a capable group of people who could express their opinions regarding the quality of the public services.

http://www.al-watan.com/data/20030104/index.asp?content=local8#1
A Lecture on the Environmental Dangers in Jeddah

H.H. Princess Masha’el Al-Sau’d from the Geography Department in King Saud’s University in Riyadh presented the environmental dangers in Jeddah and she due it to the sudden increase in the different human activities: building, industry, trade and tourism.      

http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2003-01-04/local/local11.htm
H.E. Mamdouh Riyad, the Egyptian Environment Minister assured in his meeting with the leaders of the National Party in Alexandria the political leadership concern in the Environment issue. They chose year 2003 " Woman and Environment Year". He announced that they have a plan to use the gas fuel instead of the petrol in cars, it has been applied on 37 thousands cars, trucks, and number of buses in the public transport.  

http://www.elakhbar.org.eg/issues/15816/0702.html
Programme on public health, pollution control 

Sharjah |By A Staff Reporter | 04-01-2003 

Print friendly format | Email to Friend 

A leading sterilising and healthcare company in Sharjah is planning a programme on public health and environmental pollution control, which is expected to target hospitals and the food industry in cooperation with public and private departments.

The programme stresses the use of environment-friendly chemicals to prevent pollution, disinfect equipment and waste control at hospitals and food producing factories. It will be conducted in all emirates, alongside awareness programmes targeting personnel from hospitals, food industry and government bodies. 

Mahmoud Mustafa Abdul Radhi, Director of Infection and Waste Control Section, Red Sea Sterilising and Health Care Company, said the programme aims at growing pollution problems resulting from the rapidly growing industry. 

He said the company will introduce environment-friendly che-mical products, which have already been proven effective by the Sharjah Municipality. He said the company also aims to apply safety measures to further control waste generated by today's rapidly growing industry.

"Sterilising equipment at hospitals and food factories, and providing appropriate health orientation to the personnel will help us prevent pollution and avoid infection," he said.

"The product, which is environment-friendly and non-irritant, will provide hospitals and food factories with a clean environment."

Abdul Radhi added that the pollution prevention and awareness programme will address hospital staff, and members of the food industry, such as restaurants, hotels, poulterers and abattoirs.
http://www.gulfnews.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=72922
A recent health study in the Gulf Area- Bahrain proved that 35% of cancer disease is due to food pollution, and the most popular cancer that related to the food pollution is the Liver Cancer.  

‏ http://www.kuna.net.kw/Main.htm
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
IAEA board calls for DPR of Korea to comply with safeguards, readmit inspectors

*
Annan condemns ‘morally reprehensible’ suicide bombings in Tel Aviv

*
Senior UN envoy condemns deadly suicide bombing in Tel Aviv

*
UN inspectors fan out across Iraq to probe for evidence of arms programmes

*
Iraq, Middle East and Africa high on Security Council agenda in January

*
Missing Kuwaitis focus of UN envoy’s visit to Baghdad

*
UN, Cambodia begin exploratory talks on establishing special Khmer Rouge court

*
Western Sahara: UN envoy set to visit region next week

*
Emerging conflict in Côte d’Ivoire complicates situation in Sierra Leone – Annan

*
UN sends security delegation to monitor disarmament in northern Afghanistan

*
Annan mourns death of British statesman Lord Roy Jenkins

* * * *

DPR of Korea

6 January – Warning the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) that its continued defiance would render it in non-compliance with international nuclear safeguards, the governing board of the United Nations nuclear watchdog agency today adopted a resolution calling for Pyongyang to cooperate and readmit international inspectors.

Unless the DPRK “cooperates, and cooperates fully,” Pyongyang’s continued non-compliance will have to be referred to the UN Security Council, the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) told a press conference after an emergency meeting of the 35-nation governing board.

“I hope the DPRK will seize this opportunity to come into compliance,” said IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei. “I hope [it] will understand that compliance, and not defiance, is the way towards a solution to this issue.”

The Agency’s resolution deplores the “unilateral acts” by the DPRK to “impede the functioning of containment and surveillance equipment at its nuclear facilities and the nuclear material contained therein, including the expulsion of IAEA inspectors, which renders the Agency unable to verify, pursuant to its safeguards agreement with the DPRK, that there has been no diversion of nuclear material in the DPRK.”

The resolution said the board “considers that the DPRK’s actions are of great non-proliferation concern and make the Agency unable at present to verify that all nuclear material in the DPRK is declared and submitted to Agency safeguards.”

The text calls for Pyongyang to allow the IAEA’s inspectors to return, restore surveillance measures at its nuclear facilities, cooperate with the Agency to clarify the DPRK’s reported uranium enrichment programme, and continue a dialogue with the Agency.

In his opening statement to the board’s meeting, Mr. ElBaradei said that the current situation with the DPRK was an unsustainable one and set a dangerous precedent, “namely that non-compliance with non-proliferation obligations can be tolerated.”

“If we aim to maintain and preserve the integrity of the non-proliferation regime then it must be incumbent on all parties to that regime to fully meet their respective obligations, and all cases of non-compliance must be consistently addressed in a uniform fashion – namely zero tolerance,” he stressed.

In other news, a UN spokesperson in New York confirmed that Secretary-General Kofi Annan has sent an envoy to the DPRK to assess the humanitarian situation there.

Maurice Strong, a Special Advisor to the Secretary-General, will travel first to Beijing and then Pyongyang, Hua Jiang told reporters. Asked if he would also be discussing the current nuclear situation with DPRK officials, the spokesperson said that Mr. Strong would be willing to listen to whatever they bring up during his meetings there.

* * * 

Middle East

6 January – In a strong condemnation of the deadly double suicide bombing by Palestinian militants in Tel Aviv, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called such terrorist attacks “morally reprehensible and completely unjustified.” 

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Annan also reaffirmed his long-standing belief that such acts run counter to every effort to find a peaceful solution to the current crisis. 

“Violence cannot solve the decades-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” he said, calling on all Palestinians to pursue non-violent policies, as embodied in the international effort to end the crisis through the Quartet and its Road Map for a just and comprehensive peace. 

Mindful of the tragic killings that shatter lives on both sides, Annan urged the Government of Israel to act with restraint in responding to this deadly attack and to help de-escalate the current violence. He also sent his deepest sympathies and condolences to the families of the victims. The bombings on Sunday killed at least 23 people and wounded more than 100.

Echoing many of those concerns, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, said he had been shocked by yesterday’s terrorist attacks, which rocked a crowded neighbourhood of Tel Aviv. “The violence only fuels hatred and hardens positions; it will not lead to a resolution of the conflict,” he said in a statement today from Geneva. 

“Such indiscriminate attacks on civilians are illegal acts aimed at the destruction of the most basic human rights,” Mr. Vieira de Mello added, calling on the Palestinian Authority to do its utmost to investigate these “heinous crimes and ensure that those responsible are brought to justice, and to do everything within its power” to prevent the recurrence of such acts. He also urged the Israeli authorities to exercise utmost restraint and fully respect international law.

* * *

Middle East

6 January – The top United Nations envoy in the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, has condemned the double suicide bombing by Palestinian militants in Tel Aviv over the weekend in which at least 20 people were killed and dozens more wounded.

Mr. Roed-Larsen, the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, reiterated the UN’s long-standing position that terrorist bombings such as Sunday’s were morally reprehensible and completely unjustified. “They also run counter to every effort to find a peaceful solution to the conflict,” he added in a statement released yesterday in Jerusalem.

“Violence cannot solve the decades-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” Mr. Roed-Larsen stressed, repeating his call to all Palestinians to pursue “non-violent policies,” as embodied in the international attempt to end the crisis through the diplomatic Quartet and its road map for a just and comprehensive peace.

The Special Coordinator, “mindful of the tragic killings of civilians that shatters lives on both sides, also urges Israel to act with restraint in responding to this deadly terror attack.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

6 January – Teams of United Nations inspectors fanned out across Iraq today and over the weekend to continue their probe of facilities for possible evidence of weapons of mass destruction.

Biological experts from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected the Ibn Seena Centre, a facility for the production of veterinary drugs, according to a UN spokesman in Baghdad. Another team of missile inspectors went to an Iraqi army base far south of Baghdad, where it started tagging Iraq’s Al Fatah ground-to-ground solid propellant rockets. The remaining Al Fatah rockets, now in the possession of the Iraqi army, will be tagged in the course of this week.

A chemical team returned to Falluja III, which is part of the Al Tariq Company, primarily a pesticide formulation plant and which was previously inspected twice last month, spokesman Hiro Ueki said. Meanwhile, a multidisciplinary team inspected the maintenance section of the Al Fao Company, which is responsible for the repair of engines, pumps and compressors used by the water-treatment and other industries.

A team based in Mosul inspected the Free Trading Zone Commission (FTZC), which is affiliated with the Ministry of Finance and is an independent investment commission located in the Filfayl area.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) conducted an inspection of several locations at the Tuwaitha site, including the Nuclear Physics Academic Research Centre, the Physics Research Materials and Electronics Studies Centre, and the Laser and Plasma Research Centre. Inspections were conducted in order to ascertain the level of activity at these locations.

On Sunday, UNMOVIC teams inspected a chemical and petroleum research centre, as well as a factory that contributes to some Iraqi missile programmes with the development of fuses, Mr. Ueki said. Another team of inspectors returned to the Al Mamoun Plant to finish tagging equipment related to solid propellant production, while other inspections were carried out at the Al Rasheed Central Military Medical Laboratory and the Al Rasheed Military Hospital located in a complex owned by the Ministry of Defence.

Teams in Basra and Mosul inspected educational institutions that belong to Basra University and the Ibn Sina Teaching Hospital, respectively, while another team of inspectors visited the Al Aziziyah Firing Range, where certain proscribed munitions were previously stored.

The IAEA, meanwhile, inspected the Saddam Graphite Plant, which has a project to manufacture graphite electrodes for use in induction arc furnaces for the country’s iron and steel industry.

On Saturday, UNMOVIC teams inspected chemical and biological facilities, as well as the Shayk Mahzar Airfield located in the southern no-fly zone. IAEA inspectors went to the Al Mamoud plant, which manufactures composite propellant fuel for missiles, and the Al Aboor SE Plant, which refurbishes machine tools and produces spare parts for the civilian and military sector.

* * * 

Security Council

6 January – Previewing the Security Council’s agenda for the month of January, France's Ambassador to the United Nations and the current President of the 15-nation body said today that Iraq, the Middle East and Africa would continue to figure prominently in upcoming deliberations.

Jean-Marc de La Sablière announced two briefings on Iraq by chief weapons inspectors Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei. At the first meeting, scheduled for Thursday, Mr. Blix is set to update the Council on Iraq's declaration. The second meeting on 27 January will be held in accordance with the terms of Council resolution 1441, which stipulates that the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UMOVIC) inform the Council of developments 60 days after that resolution’s adoption.

Turning to Africa, Mr. de La Sablière said that during consultations tomorrow, the Council would examine the latest report of the UN Secretariat on Ethiopia and Eritrea proposing a timetable for the operations to demarcate the border between the two countries. During consultations on the Central African Republic, the Council will be briefed by Special Representative Lamine Cissé on the implementation of the international observer force in that region and the activities of the UN Office in the country. The question of Côte d'Ivoire, he added, would be taken up in consultations during the second half of the month.

Consultations will also be held on Friday to examine the Secretariat's latest report on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), Mr. de La Sablière said. Starting next week, the Council will discuss the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and hear a report on developments the eastern part of that country. He added that the Council would also have to take a decision this month about the future of the Panel on the illegal exploitation of natural resources in the DRC. Meanwhile, the Council will also examine Secretary-General Kofi Annan's recommendations on a revised mandate for the UN Office in Liberia (UNOL).

Mr. de La Sablière also highlighted two thematic open meetings planned for the month, one on children in armed conflict set for 14 January and another on the Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee scheduled for 21 January. Roughly one year after the adoption of a resolution that created the Committee, Mr. de La Sablière said, the time had come to produce a political assessment of actions undertaken. In addition, the Council will hold two open sessions to hear briefings on the situation in the Middle East and on Afghanistan, respectively.

Asked whether the Council will take up the issue of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Mr. de La Sablière said that the matter was not on the Council’s agenda – it was currently being dealt with by the IAEA Board of Governors.

* * *

Iraq-Kuwait

6 January – The United Nations envoy dealing with the return of missing Kuwaiti nationals and property seized by Iraq following the Persian Gulf War is set to travel to the region later this month, a UN spokesperson said today in New York.

Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov, the UN High-level Coordinator for the repatriation and return of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their remains and the return of all Kuwaiti property, including archives, is scheduled to travel to Baghdad on 17 January for meetings with Iraqi officials on 18 and 19 January, spokesperson Hua Jiang said.

Ambassador Vorontsov’s visit to Baghdad, his first since being appointed in 2000, comes after Foreign Minister Naji Sabri invited the High-level Coordinator last month to visit the Iraqi capital.

From Iraq, the UN envoy will travel to Kuwait for meetings there, Ms. Jiang said. Afterwards, Ambassador Vorontsov is scheduled to visit Jordan, Egypt, where he will meet with the Secretary-General of the League Arab States, and Saudi Arabia, for a meeting with the Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

* * * 

Cambodia

6 January – United Nations and Cambodian officials today began exploratory talks on the establishment of a special court to try former Khmer Rouge leaders for crimes against humanity.

Leading the UN delegation is Legal Counsel Hans Corell, while Senior Minister Sok An, who heads the Council of Ministers, leads the Cambodian side, which comes to New York after Prime Minister Hun Sen accepted Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s invitation last month to hold an exploratory meeting in New York.

The invitation came just a day after the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution requesting the UN chief to resume negotiations with Cambodia on setting up Extraordinary Chambers within the country’s existing court structure.

Earlier, Mr. Corell told UN Radio in an interview that the United Nations was ready to make the court a reality. “Let us hope now that when Member States have gotten engaged here, and we have a resolution by the General Assembly adopted by [the] votes of 150 Member States, that this is a clear signal to the Government,” he said.

* * * 

Western Sahara

6 January – The top United Nations envoy guiding negotiations to end the conflict over Western Sahara is set to visit the region next week for talks with the parties involved, a United Nations spokesperson said today in New York.

James A. Baker III, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, is scheduled to visit Rabat, Algiers, Tindouf and Nouakchott for meetings with the Governments of Morocco, Algeria and Mauritania and the leadership of the Frente POLISARIO, spokesperson Hua Jiang said.

During his mission, Mr. Baker will present and explain to the parties and neighbouring countries a proposal for a political solution of the conflict, which provides for self-determination as requested by a Security Council resolution adopted last July.

* * *

Sierra Leone

6 January – As the United Nations steps up the complex and delicate troop-reduction programme for its peacekeeping mission in Sierra Leone, ongoing tensions in Liberia and the emergence of a new conflict in Côte d’Ivoire continue to pose threats to peace and security in the region, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report released today.

In his latest report to the Security Council on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNMASIL), Mr. Annan notes that the conflict in Côte d’Ivoire – with the reported involvement of former armed elements from both Liberia and Sierra Leone – has complicated the nature of conflict in Sierra Leone’s neighbourhood.

“This worrisome development gives added urgency to the need for a comprehensive regional approach,” the Secretary-General says, adding that he is “greatly encouraged” by the Security Council’s proposal to develop a comprehensive strategy to address the situation in Liberia and to send an assessment mission to the region in early 2003.

Characterizing the phased withdrawal of UN troops in Sierra Leone “the most challenging operation undertaken by the Mission since the disarmament process” between May 2001 to January 2002, Mr. Annan notes that even though those difficulties might increase, overall UNAMSIL did not foresee any insurmountable security problems.

Still, the Secretary-General stresses that the drawdown is a complex task that requires “meticulous management of the risks involved in transferring security responsibilities to the Government of Sierra Leone” and elaborate coordination, not only between UNAMSIL’s military, political and logistical components, but also with the relevant departments of the Government as well as development partners, whose activities were extremely important to efforts to consolidate peace on the ground.

The first two phases of the plan envisage a reduction in the Mission’s troop strength to 13,000 by May 2003, down from 17,500. The completion of the first phase on 8 November 2002 – with the withdrawal of 600 troops from Bangladesh and Nigeria – and the progress made so far in implementing the second phase constitute an encouraging beginning, Mr. Annan observes. However, he stresses that much still needs to be done to strengthen the presence of Sierra Leone police in the areas to be evacuated by UNAMSIL in the second and third phases of the process.

* * *

Afghanistan


5 January – The United Nations today sent a disarmament monitoring team to northern Afghanistan, where hundreds of guns remain despite recent arms control successes.

Late last year, a delegation including representatives of two key factions – Jamiat and Jumbesh – collected approximately 50 mostly light weapons from the area. Commanders from both groups were asked to go back to their units in Mazar-i-Sharif while the armaments were returned to their respective weapons depots.

Today, a UN spokesman in Kabul estimated that “a further 300 private weapons are still in the region,” and pledged that disarmament efforts would continue.

David Singh also reported that a security delegation consisting of representatives from Jumbesh, Jamiat, Hizb-e-Wahdat and the UN travelled to Sholgara district of Balkh province yesterday “to investigate whether this area needs to be disarmed.”

Another joint delegation was set to travel today to Piruz Nakhjir in Samangan Province “to monitor the recent disarmament there and to ensure that the area remains secure,” he added.

Meanwhile, the UN also reported today that thanks to new funding from donors, thousands of Afghans are being added to the rolls of those receiving international relief aid. In central Afghanistan, for example, 66,000 families will receive assistance – more than double the 23,000 initially targeted.

* * *

Lord Roy Jenkins

6 January – Mourning the death of Lord Roy Jenkins, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today recalled the vision and integrity that epitomized the long and distinguished career of the British politician who died Sunday in Oxfordshire, England, at the age of 82.

A statement issued by a UN spokesperson said Mr. Annan regretted the loss of “this great statesman,” intellectual and writer, and praised his “lifelong commitment to the European cause.” A senior figure in the British Labour Party and former President of the European Commission, Lord Jenkins’ political career spanned more than 50 years.

The Secretary-General also extended his condolences to Lord Jenkins’ family, friends and many colleagues in the United Kingdom and around the world.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Saddam" ��The Guardian (London) - Saddam's troublesome marsh dwellers left high and dry by drainage� 
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