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South Asian Tsunami News
· Reuters - Science Vital to Cut Scale of Disasters - UN Report
· The Daily Nation - Kenya Not Prepared for Disasters, Warns Expert
· AP - Some rely on boats in Maldives
· UN News Service - In Jakarta, Annan launches nearly $1 billion appeal for aid to tsunami victims
· Ireland Online - Homeless Maldivians forced to sleep in open boats
· Noaa News - Potential Ecological Impacts Of Indian Ocean Tsunami On Nearshore Marine Ecosystems
· AP - Tsunami orphans 'should stay at home'
· The Age – ECOLOGY:Severe and lasting damage
· New Kerala News - Don't burn tsunami debris in open: Sri Lanka minister:
· UN News Service - UN’s tsunami relief appeal looks at needs both massive and modest
· ABC News - Tsunami May Have Damaged Coral Reefs
· Reuters - Whiff of politics behind tsunami aid pledges
· The San Francisco - U.S. hopes to win Muslims' hearts
· Boston Globe - Some Arabs view US help with suspicion

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP

Other UN News
· UN Daily News of 6 January 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 6 January 2005


Press Association

January 6, 2005, Thursday

HEADLINE: TSUNAMI EARLY WARNING SYSTEM PLEDGED

BYLINE: Tom Whitehead, PA

BODY:
World leaders pledged today to set up an early warning system in the Indian Ocean to detect killer tsunami waves.

Delegates at an emergency summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, issued a declaration vowing to work together to help establish the technology that could have saved thousands of lives in last week's disaster.

The move came amid mounting pressure from the United Nations, which called today for the issue to "be urgently addressed".

UN secretary-general Kofi Annan said his organisation would help set up such an alert system. 

He told the summit: "We must... draw on every lesson we can to prevent tragedies like this occurring in the future.

"Prevention and early warning systems must become a priority."

The comments came as the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) released a series of reports warning of the environmental dangers facing small islands and coastal communities around the world.

Although written before the tsunami struck on December 26, experts said the devastation of the terror waves demonstrated the vulnerability of such areas.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said: "The issue of an Indian Ocean early warning system for tsunamis must be urgently addressed and we have already been asked by some of the governments in the region to take this forward.

"The cost of such a system is likely to be high, but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned."

He added: "The tidal wave, with its appalling loss of life, reminds us in grim and stark terms of the vulnerability of coastal communities to natural disasters including small islands.

"Clearly, it is the suffering of the people and their urgent need for food, shelter, medicines and clean and sufficient drinking water that must be our number one priority."

The three UNEP reports look at the environmental dangers facing islands and coastlines in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, the Caribbean and the Pacific.

Other concerns include water shortages, pollution, overfishing and threats to animal and plant species.

But today it said the issue and the need for an early warning system must now be high on the agenda.

The UNEP said in the wake of the "unprecedented disaster", several countries in the area, including the Maldives, had asked it to begin working on getting such a system off the ground.

Thai Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai told the Jakarta summit: "No longer must we leave ourselves so vulnerable and so exposed.

"It is well-proven that 10 minutes advance warning can save hundreds of lives."

An effective warning system already operates in the Pacific and Japan has offered to lend technical expertise in setting up a similar system in the Indian Ocean.

The UNEP report said other environmental dangers faced the region now in the wake of the tsunami.

They include a reduction in the young fish population, many of which were thrown on to dry land, and mangrove ecosystems.

It said the often low-lying nature of small islands made them especially vulnerable to rising sea levels, storm surges and dramatic weather events like the tsunami.

Mr Toepfer said: "The most pressing issue for the countries hit by this devastating tidal wave is to relieve the suffering by the rapid deployment of humanitarian aid.

"Food, shelter and medicines alongside the provision of water and power supplies must be among the priorities.

"When these are in place, we can also assess the environmental impacts such as contamination of land and damage to coral reefs, mangrove swamps and other important coastal habitats.

"UNEP is already working closely with the governments affected and has deployed staff in several countries including Thailand, Indonesia and the Maldives."

Islands in the Indian and Atlantic Oceans also suffer from waste problems, including the pollution of precious groundwater, the UNEP report said.

Poor disposal of waste also poses an increased risk of malaria and other diseases - fears that will only be added to by similar concerns in the aftermath of the tsunami.

Water-borne and tropical communicable diseases are widespread as a result of contamination of the water supplies by human waste, the report added.

Global warming is also set to intensify the vulnerability of the islands with increasing weather extremities, including strong storms and high waves.

"The impacts of climate change are already evident and the frequency and intensity of extreme natural events are increasing in the AtlanticIndian Ocean small island developing states," the report said.

A study on the islands of the Caribbean warned pollution from shipping was the main risk to coastlines.

The increase of shipping for the oil industry and cruise liners is having a detrimental effect both in terms of waste and pollution after accidents.

In the Pacific, "unsustainable exploitation of fish is universal throughout the region", a third report said.

Fish forms a critical part of the diet for many islanders but overfishing has resulted in the reduction of stocks.

It has forced some islanders to switch to less healthy diets such as turkey tails and tinned fish which has resulted in the "deterioration of health and increases in non-communicable diseases".
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U.S. Aims to Form Tsunami Warning System

U.S. Moves Toward Creating a Global Tsunami Warning System Following Catastrophe in Asia

The Associated Press

Jan. 6, 2005 - The United States is moving on several fronts toward a global tsunami warning system following the Asian catastrophe. 

A design is emerging from the State Department's Global Disaster Information Network (GDIN) for protecting huge populations in coastal areas, and will be presented to the United Nations-sponsored World Conference on Disaster Reduction this month in Kobe, Japan.

Sen. Joe Lieberman, D-Conn., is proposing legislation to have the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration establish a system of up to 50 buoy-based sensors throughout the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic oceans and the Caribbean Sea. The system would need the cooperation of other coastal nations.

"We're already looking into the practical elements of what such a system would be, what it would cost and who would run it," said Larry Roeder, a top State Department policy adviser for disaster management, who heads the GDIN. "There has been talk over the years that maybe we should have a global system, but it's expensive."

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the Kenya-based U.N. Environment Program, said Thursday that setting up a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean is a high priority, especially to protect small island developing states. He said several nations were asking for U.N. help to study how to do it.

"Let us hope that this spirit of solidarity with the victims and their families can be carried on beyond this tragedy, so that the existing and emerging environmental threats ... can also be tackled," Toepfer said.

Commerce Secretary-nominee Carlos Gutierrez said at his Senate confirmation hearing Wednesday that "developing greater analytical and predictive capabilities ... with regard to potentially hazardous weather and maritime conditions" will be one of his top priorities.

Because of a massive movement of population to coastal areas, Roeder said, there are "lots of other parts of the world where you have large population centers along the coast, and that's one of the reasons we've been seeing lots of disasters."

The GDIN has conducted experiments based on real crises in Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia, even simulating a response to an earthquake in Russia, In the case of the 9.0 magnitude earthquake Dec. 26 in the Indian Ocean, however, there were no instruments to let scientists know the massive tsunami was on the way.

It was two hours after the quake that NOAA officials learned through Internet wire service reports that a tsunami had hit Sri Lanka, which does not participate in the Pacific warning system.

Had those instruments been in place, NOAA Administrator Conrad C. Lautenbacher says, thousands of lives might have been spared.

Scientists in Australia also are designing an Indian Ocean warning system that they say could be built within a year for about $20 million, but that cost doesn't include the communications links needed to warn people in coastal communities to flee before the giant waves arrive.

Such a system would have about 30 seismographs to detect earthquakes and about 10 tidal gauges and six special buoys for deep ocean assessment and reporting of tsunamis.

The buoys, which cost up to $250,000 each to install and another $50,000 a year to maintain, are needed to determine whether an earthquake has generated a tsunami.

Only one such system, the Hawaii-based Pacific Tsunami Warning Center run by NOAA, now exists. But it was only three years ago when that system got a half-dozen sensors on the ocean floor to transmit tsunami data to buoys on the surface, where it is then relayed by satellite to scientists.

Lautenbacher hopes to add 15 more surface buoys in the Pacific, but Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, said Thursday it would take seven years to complete even that.

"That is not acceptable with what is happening out there," Inouye told Gutierrez. "We have the technology, we have the system in place. All we need is the commitment to carry this out."

Eventually, U.S. officials hope to cover all the East Coast, the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea in the warning system. All those areas are unprotected now.

"If you had a huge tsunami hitting Florida or New York, or it could go right up the Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River, you would have a major disaster," Roeder said.

Often it takes such a disaster to improve warning systems. The Hawaii center was established three years after hundreds of people were killed in 1946 in Hilo when an earthquake hundreds of miles away near Alaska triggered enormous waves.

Over the years, the United Nations and other agencies that track tsunamis have endorsed a similar system for the Indian Ocean. Yet countries that suffered the highest death tolls in the latest catastrophe, such as Indonesia and Sri Lanka, have said they lack the funds to finance it.

Among the nations affected by the Dec. 26 earthquake and tsunami, only Indonesia received any warning, and then only indirectly through Australia. Thailand, India and Indonesia now want to join a system.

Associated Press writer Anne Gearan contributed to this report.
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Mauritius forum to discuss early tsunami warning system 

 BC-Quake-UNEP

 Mauritius forum to discuss early tsunami warning system+

   NAIROBI, Jan. 6 (Kyodo) _ The need for an early warning system

to alert small islands and low-lying coastal areas in the Indian Ocean to tsunamis will be high on the agenda at a U.N. meeting next week in Mauritius announced Thursday to discuss the development of small island states. 

''The tidal wave, with its appalling loss of life, reminds us in grim and stark terms of the vulnerability of coastal communities to natural disasters including small islands,'' U.N. Environment Program Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement, referring to the Dec. 26 tsunami disaster. 

More than 2,000 participants from the islands and around the world, including government leaders and U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan, are expected to attend the Jan. 10-14 forum, formally called the U.N. International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. 

World leaders agreed at a meeting Thursday in Jakarta to establish a warning system, such as a Regional Tsunami Early Warning Center in the Indian Ocean and the Southeast Asia region. 

Japan said Thursday that experts from four tsunami-hit countries and other nations will attend a special session Jan. 19 to discuss an early warning system in the Indian Ocean region in an upcoming U.N. disaster prevention conference in Kobe, western Japan.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Kyodo News

Mauritius forum to discuss early tsunami warning system 

NAIROBI, Jan. 6 Kyodo - The need for an early warning system to alert small islands and low-lying coastal areas in the Indian Ocean to tsunamis will be high on the agenda at a U.N. meeting next week in Mauritius announced Thursday to discuss the development of small island states. 

''The tidal wave, with its appalling loss of life, reminds us in grim and stark terms of the vulnerability of coastal communities to natural disasters including small islands,'' U.N. Environment Program Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement, referring to the Dec. 26 tsunami disaster. 

More than 2,000 participants from the islands and around the world, including government leaders and U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan, are expected to attend the Jan. 10-14 forum, formally called the U.N. International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. 

World leaders agreed at a meeting Thursday in Jakarta to establish a warning system, such as a Regional Tsunami Early Warning Center in the Indian Ocean and the Southeast Asia region. 

Japan said Thursday that experts from four tsunami-hit countries and other nations will attend a special session Jan. 19 to discuss an early warning system in the Indian Ocean region in an upcoming U.N. disaster prevention conference in Kobe, western Japan. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

'Beware tsunamis and climate': UN 
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News website environment correspondent 
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Shipping can create waste problems for island states


A leading UN official says the world must guard against natural catastrophes such as the Indian ocean tsunami, and the threat of climate change as well. 
Dr Klaus Toepfer, director of the UN Environment Programme, said the tsunami and changing climate were not linked. 
But he said it would be a huge mistake to concentrate on just one threat while giving less attention to the second. 
Dr Toepfer said poor people affected by the tsunami were suffering twice over, as they could not pay for insurance. 
False choice 
He said some of the governments in the region had asked Unep and other UN agencies to start work on a feasibility study for a tsunami warning system. 
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We have not and we will not play off one threat against the other 

Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep 


Some experts say the world's preoccupation with the prospect of climate change has distracted attention from more immediate threats like the 26 December calamity. 
Dr Toepfer told the BBC News website: "I'm convinced it would be a massive mistake to try to calculate one threat against the other. 
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The world's voracious appetite for fish threatens some islands


"We can only praise the solidarity of people worldwide and join in their sorrow those who have lost loved ones. We want to do our utmost. 
"We must underline that, totally independent of this disaster, there's an increase in extreme weather and sea levels. 
"We have to be aware of the actions of Nature which we can't predict. Taking precautions against them is now on the highest agenda. But we have not and we will not play off one threat against the other." 
Dr Toepfer was speaking at the launch of a Unep report on the plight of small island developing states, known as Sids. 
Uniquely vulnerable 
Unep says the problems Sids face worldwide include freshwater shortage, pollution, loss of species, and climate change. 
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	ISLAND THREATS 

An average Caribbean cruise ship produces an estimated 50 tonnes of solid waste a week 

Mauritius uses three times as much fertiliser per hectare as western Europe 

Fish catches in Vanuatu fell by more than two-thirds between 1999 and 2001 


Its report is published four days before a UN-organised conference on sustainable development in Sids. 
The conference, from 10 to 15 January, is the Mauritius International Meeting, a 10-year review of the states' problems and progress towards sustainable growth. 
Unep says: "Sids across the world are facing uncertain economic and environmental times as a result of shifts in demands for commodity crops such as sugar and bananas, sometimes rising populations with a thirst for modern, consumer living and emerging, wide-ranging threats, such as climate change. 
"Most remain hampered by their remoteness, small GNPs with little chance of economies of scale for tackling issues such as domestic and industrial wastes, and by the difficulties of getting access to the technologies they need." 
Demanding rich 
For Sids in the Atlantic and Indian oceans, Unep says, freshwater and climate change are among the top concerns. 
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Water shortage harms the banana crop in the Caribbean


Pollution from agriculture and wastes exacerbates water supply problems, which make it easier for disease to spread. 
In the Caribbean, a region with some of the world's most intensive maritime traffic, pollution from cruise ships and other vessels is among growing threats to health and national economies, Unep says. 
Household and industrial wastes and reductions in freshwater availability are again concerns, sometimes intensified by tourism in the form of luxury hotels and golf courses.There are also worries over climate change and invasive alien species. 
Climate change ranks high among the concerns of Pacific Sids, Unep says, together with the over-exploitation of coastal fish stocks and rapid population growth. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Nation (Nairobi)

UNEP: Early Warning System Needed

Jeff Otieno

Nairobi

The United Nations Environmental Programme wants an early warning system installed for countries bordering the Indian Ocean.

Mr Klaus Toepfer, the organisation's executive director, said the technology would help prevent tsumani tragedies from occurring in future.

"The issue of an Indian Ocean early warning system must be urgently addressed. We have already been asked by some governments in the region to take this forward," Mr Toepfer said in a statement.

He added that the cost of such a system would be high "but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned".

An early warning system would help monitor changes in the ocean and movements in the earth's crust to predict future tsunamis or earthquakes and warn the public in good time.

Unep also warned that without a system similar to the one for countries bordering the Pacific Ocean, many states and islands on the Indian Ocean would continue to be vulnerable to tsunamis whenever they occurred.

Already, the Asian Development Bank has expressed its willingness to finance feasibility studies on the establishment of an early warning system with the help of Unep.

Some of the countries that need the system are Kenya, Somalia, Tanzania, Seychelles, the Maldives and Mauritius.

"The early warning system is much more developed in the Pacific Ocean, but does not exist in the Indian Ocean," Mr Unep's spokesman, Mr Eric Falt, said.

According to the officials, the Maldives Island has already asked Unep to help it establish the system.

Mr Falt said the organisation was in the process of assessing the damage done on the environment in all the 12 countries using remote sensing technology.

However, he noted that the scarce fresh water resources of the small island states had been salinated following the natural disaster.

"It has had a negative impact on agriculture as coastal area farmers have been affected as far as five kilometres inland," the spokesman said.

The coastal ecosystem, which stabilises and also dissipates the energy of the breaking waves along the coastlines, had also been affected. The waves also damaged the precious coral reefs along the coasts of small island states in Africa.

Unep now fears that the tourism industry, which forms the backbone of many small island states, will be affected following the devastating waves that killed more than 150,000 people in 12 countries.

Mr Falt cites the Maldives as one of islands where hundreds lost their lives and property worth millions of shillings was destroyed.

The spokesman's comments were supported by Mr Toepfer who noted that small island states like Maldives were among the most environmentally vulnerable nations in the world.

"Many are geographically remote and are dependent on limited natural resources such as freshwater, land and forests. Others are threatened by climate change in the guise of more extreme weather events and rising sea levels," he added.

Apart from the Maldives, other states in Africa that bore the brunt of the tsunami were Somalia, Seychelles and Mauritius.

However, according to the UN, tsunamis are not the only threat for many countries bordering the Indian Ocean. Global warming is the other challenge that is set to intensify the vulnerability of the islands and coastal states.

UN officials said global warming would cause more storms and increased wave action with negative implications on water supplies, agriculture, beach erosion, health of coral reefs and future of fisheries.

"The impacts of climate change are already evident and the frequency and intensity of extreme natural events are increasing in the Atlantic/Indian Ocean small island developing states," a recent Unep report on climatic change said.

Relevant Links

East Africa

Oceans and Rivers

Environment

Science and Biotechnology

ICT and Telecom

Kenya

The Indian Ocean, for example, experiences about 10 tropical storms and cyclones between May and November each year and experts fear the frequency could increase.

As a result, Unep is now warning member countries that if global warming continues, large areas of the Maldives could be submerged in 30 years time with the entire country being swallowed by the sea by 2100.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Telegraph

Global pledge for warning system

US secretary of state Colin Powell (left) with UN secretary-general Kofi Annan in Jakarta. (Reuters)

Jakarta, Dec. 6: World leaders have pledged to set up an early warning system in the Indian Ocean to detect killer tsunami waves.

Delegates at an emergency summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, issued a declaration vowing to work together to help establish the technology that could have saved thousands of lives in last week’s disaster.

The move came amid mounting pressure from the UN, which called today for the issue to “be urgently addressed”. Kofi Annan, the UN secretary-general, said his organisation would help set up such an alert system.

He told the summit: “We must... draw on every lesson we can to prevent tragedies like this occurring in the future. Prevention and early warning systems must become a priority.”

The announcement came as it was announced the EU had pledged £246 million to help the aid effort in Asia.

Klaus Toepfer, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director, said: “The issue of an Indian Ocean early warning system for tsunamis must be urgently addressed and we have already been asked by some of the governments in the region to take this forward.

“The cost of such a system is likely to be high, but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned.”

The UNEP said in the wake of the “unprecedented disaster”, several countries in the area, including the Maldives, had asked it to begin working on getting such a system off the ground.

Surakiart Sathirathai, the Thai foreign minister, told the Jakarta summit: “No longer must we leave ourselves so vulnerable and so exposed. It is well-proven that 10 minutes advance warning can save hundreds of lives.”

An effective warning system already operates in the Pacific and Japan has offered to lend technical expertise in setting up a similar system in the Indian Ocean. Global warming is also set to intensify the vulnerability of the islands with increasing weather extremities, including strong storms and high waves.

However, Bjorn Lomborg, the enfant terrible of the environmental movement, said money that world leaders plan to spend on a warning system would be better spent fighting everyday diseases.

He said the desire to build a system was understandable — and reasonably cheap at an estimated $20 million initially —but that its benefits were uncertain given the lack of necessary supporting infrastructure in many places. He added that 100 years or more could pass before the next tsunami struck. “On the other hand, we would certainly save many lives by investing that money in clean drinking water, disease prevention and basic education,” Lomborg said.

Race against time

At the Jakarta summit, world leaders vowed today to work together more closely to help victims of one of the worst natural disasters in living memory as Annan declared they were in a “race against time”.

Amid warnings from health officials that outbreaks of disease could soon double the 150,000 death toll, Annan exhorted countries that have pledged more than $4 billion in aid to come forward immediately with nearly a billion dollars in cash.

Annan’s appeal followed an assessment by the WHO that survivors could succumb to cholera and dysentery unless they received clean water and other basic services by the end of the week.

At the one-day summit, world leaders welcomed debt relief for countries hit by the December 26 disaster and backed the creation of an Indian Ocean early tsunami warning system which could save lives in the future.

Annan appealed for $977 million to cover basic humanitarian needs for an estimated 5 million people.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Small Island Developing States Vulnerable to Disasters
NAIROBI, Kenya, January 6, 2005 (ENS) - The Indian Ocean tsunami on December 26 that killed some 150,000 people and displaced five million others completely inundated many of the low lying inhabited islands of the region. Coming just two weeks before a major international conference on the fate of small island developing nations, the destruction points up the vulnerability of people and ecosystems on these islands.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said, "The tidal wave, with its appalling loss of life, reminds us in grim and stark terms of the vulnerability of coastal communities to natural disasters including small islands. Clearly, it is the suffering of the people and their urgent need for food, shelter, medicines and clean and sufficient drinking water that must be our number one priority."

Heavily dependent on tourism, the economy in the Maldives Islands was hit hard by the December 26 tsunami. (Photo courtesy Maldives Tourism Promotion Board)

"But when these essential needs are met, attention will turn to reconstruction and the impact of the tsunami on precious and economically important habitats such as coral reefs and mangroves as well as facilities such as chemical plants," Toepfer said. "UNEP is already working closely with the governments affected and has deployed staff in several countries including Thailand, Indonesia and Maldives."

The reports released by UNEP today detail the emerging issues challenging the health and wealth of the world’s small island developing states. They will form a basis for discussion at the conference on Small Island Developing States January 10 through 14 in the island nation of Mauritius.

Small island nations are counting on the Mauritius meeting to present their case to the international community, to seek partnerships and innovative ways to improve their situation.

More than 2,000 participants from the islands, their traditional donor partners and other countries, including some 25 heads of state and government, are expected to take part in the United Nations International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, which was agreed a decade ago at a Global Conference in Barbados.

The December 26 tsunami will provide conference participants with tragic examples of why small island nations need assistance now. Eyewitness accounts indicate that some small islands have been harmed by the tidal wave.

The Seychelles islands in the Indian Ocean are vulnerable to coral bleaching and fisheries depletion as well as ecosystem degradation. (Photo credit unknown)

Reports to UNEP by experts in the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources in Seychelles, suggest that corals recovering from a major bleaching event in 1998 have suffered badly.

"Juvenile fish death was high as these were thrown onto dry land by the tsunami. Some mangrove ecosystems were also affected," witnesses say.

High on the agenda in Mauritius will be the need for a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean like the one that has been in existence for some 50 years in the Pacific.

Toepfer said several governments have requested UNEP’s assistance, in collaboration with other United Nations bodies, to begin working on a feasibility study for a tsunami warning network.

"The international community is rising to the challenge of this appalling catastrophe. Let us hope that this spirit of solidarity with the victims and their families can be carried on beyond this tragedy, so that the existing and emerging environmental threats to small islands outlined in these new reports can also be tackled with the degree of urgency they too deserve," Topfer said.

The reports release today were written before the devastating tsunami, but they address other difficult problems that also need to be solved before these nations can reach their full potential. Remote locations, small and fragile economies based on tourism and a small number of exports, mean island people must work hard to develop.

Pollution and discharge by ships in the Caribbean, overfishing in the Pacific and the rising tide of household waste and other forms of waste on the Atlantic and Indian Ocean islands are issues than must be resolved.

Shipping in the Caribbean is emerging as a key pollution issue along the coastlines of many islands on busy maritime routes, such as between the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico.

Poor disposal of waste, especially containers, is also generating increased risk of malarial infections, especially in Madagascar and the Comoros. The containers, ranging from old plastic bags to paint tins, accumulate rainwater, which is an ideal breeding ground for the disease-carrying insects.

Severe storms such as Typhoon Nida that swept the Pacific in May 2004, disrupt the ability of small island states to solve their other problems. (Photo by Jesse Allen, NASA Earth Observatory)

Both Mauritius and Seychelles have developed organized waste management schemes. Mauritius, for example, has established recycling facilities for materials including paper, glass, textiles, precious metals and plastics. Nevertheless, both these countries still have significant problems.

In the Comoros, collection and disposal of waste is "virtually non-existent and are often found scattered throughout the city and in both public and village areas," say the experts.

Some small islands, such as the Comoros in the Indian Ocean, are also facing serious freshwater shortages partly as a result of contamination and over exploitation.

Unique animal and plant species are also under threat from habitat clearance and the introduction of alien, invasive species from other parts of the world. Dominica and Puerto Rico in the Caribbean are small islands with high levels of potentially damaging invaders.

Rising sea levels combined with other extreme climatic events, such as more frequent and powerful hurricanes and new patterns of cyclones, are already causing major damage in many small island developing states, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, made up of 2,500 climate scientists from around the world.

UNEP has pledged to help, Toepfer says. Specific requests have so far come from Indonesia, which has asked UNEP to establish an environmental crisis centre, Maldives, which has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods, and Sri Lanka for environmental impact assessments.

Visit the official site of the Small Island Developing Nations conference in Mauritius at: http://www.sidsmauritius2005.mu/
______________________________________________________________________________________________

All Africa

Natural and Man-made Disasters Threaten Stability of Small Islands

United Nations Environment Program (Nairobi)

PRESS RELEASE

January 6, 2005

Posted to the web January 6, 2005

London/Nairobi

Vulnerability to natural and man-made disasters including tsunamis and cyclones is among a range of emerging issues challenging the health and wealth of the world’s small island developing states.

Other issues include pollution and discharge by ships in the Caribbean, over-fishing in the Pacific and the rising tide of household and other forms of waste on the Atlantic and Indian Ocean islands.

Some small islands, such as the Comoros in the Indian Ocean, are also facing serious freshwater shortages partly as a result of contamination and over exploitation.

Unique animal and plant species are also under threat from habitat clearance and the introduction of alien, invasive species from other parts of the world. Dominica and Puerto Rico in the Caribbean are small islands with high levels of potentially damaging ‘invaders’.

These are among the findings from reports released today by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in advance of an international meeting on small island developing states (SIDS) taking place 10 to 14 January in Mauritius (see note to editors).

The reports were written before the devastating tsunami, which hit coastal areas and small islands in the Indian Ocean on 26 December 2004.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said: “The tidal wave, with its appalling loss of life, reminds us in grim and stark terms of the vulnerability of coastal communities to natural disasters including small islands. Clearly, it is the suffering of the people and their urgent need for food, shelter, medicines and clean and sufficient drinking water that must be our number one priority.”

“But when these essential needs are met, attention will turn to reconstruction and the impact of the tsunami on precious and economically important habitats such as coral reefs and mangroves as well as facilities such as chemical plants. UNEP is already working closely with the governments affected and has deployed staff in several countries including Thailand, Indonesia and the Maldives,” he said.

Specific requests have so far come from Indonesia, which has asked UNEP to establish an environmental crisis centre, the Maldives, which has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods, and Sri Lanka for environmental impact assessments.

Eye-witness accounts indicate that some small islands have been heavily affected by the tidal wave. For example, reports given to UNEP by experts in the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources in the Seychelles, suggests that corals recovering from a major bleaching event in 1998 have suffered badly.

“Juvenile fish death was high as these were thrown onto dry land by the tsunami. Some mangrove ecosystems were also affected,” they say.

High on the agenda in Mauritius will be the need for a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean mirroring one that has been in existence for some 50 years in the Pacific.

Mr. Toepfer said several governments had requested UNEP’s assistance, in collaboration with other United Nations bodies, to begin working on a feasibility study for such a network.

“The international community is rising to the challenge of this appalling catastrophe. Let us hope that this spirit of solidarity with the victims and their families can be carried on beyond this tragedy, so that the existing and emerging environmental threats to small islands outlined in these new reports can also be tackled with the degree of urgency they too deserve,” he added.

The reports have been produced by UNEP’s Division of Early Warning and Assessment and UNEP’s Global International Waters Assessment based at the University of Kalmar, Sweden.

The reports make it clear that, in terms of vulnerability, SIDS represent a special category of countries.

This vulnerability is as a result of their often remote locations, small and fragile economies based on tourism and a small number of exports, heavy dependence on fossil fuel imports and limited availability of natural resources including land and water.

In addition, many of these islands are low lying making them vulnerable to rising sea levels, storm surges and dramatic weather events like the Indian Ocean tsunami. Climate change, with its anticipated increase in extreme weather events and rising sea levels, is set to aggravate the problem.

The case of Grenada in the Caribbean highlights the threat. In September 2004, the island was hit by hurricane Ivan. Nearly 90 per cent of houses were damaged along with schools, hospitals and infrastructure such as roads. The banana industry was demolished and over 90 per cent of the forest lands and watersheds are stripped of vegetation.

Relevant Links

East Africa

Mauritius
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Sustainable Development

Aid and Assistance

Seychelles

Total costs have been estimated at USD 3 billion or more than double Grenada’s gross domestic product.

According to estimates by Munich Re, one of the world’s biggest re-insurance companies and member of UNEP’s Finance Initiative, weather-related disasters are on the rise. In the first ten months of 2004, insured losses amounted to some USD 35 billion—the largest loss ever—with uninsured losses some USD 90 billion.
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UN Says Environment of Indian Ocean Islands Degraded

By Cathy Majtenyi

Nairobi

06-January-2005 1801

Indian Ocean tsunami

(Graphic courtesy of UNEP)

The United Nations Thursday warned that pollution and natural disasters are degrading the environments of island nations in the Indian Ocean. U.N. officials said the recent tsunami has made existing environmental problems much worse.

In four reports released ahead of an international conference on the future of small island nations, the U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP, gives dire warnings for the Maldives, Comoros, Seychelles, and Mauritius.

UNEP says all the islands face severe freshwater shortages because of factors such as overuse, a disease that affects trees, and the el-Nino current.

The little water there is, says the U.N., is largely contaminated by fertilizers and industrial and human waste, causing water-borne diseases such as cholera.

The head of UNEP's assessment branch, Ivar Baste, told reporters that the islands are also vulnerable to sea level rises due to climate change and natural disasters such as tsunamis.

He specifically referred to the Maldives, where he said 80 percent of the islands are less than one meter above sea level.

"One of the scenarios outlined is that large areas of the Maldives could be under water in 30 years of time, and with the entire community submerged by 2100," he said.

UNEP officials said the recent Asian tsunami has greatly exacerbated existing environmental problems, especially in Seychelles and the Maldives.

"In some of the coastal areas, we believe that farmers as far as five kilometers inland may have been affected and, in some cases, have had their crops destroyed by salt water," said UNEP spokesman Eric Falt. "Mud and sand have covered many of the affected areas. The expeditious removal of the massive amount of waste and debris is really crucial to prevent further environmental pollution and the risk to the human health that it entails."

Mr. Falt said his agency is concerned that chemical storage sites, ports, oil refineries, and other sites along coastal areas of the countries may be contaminating the environment, especially if damaged by the tsunami.

Next week, the U.N. is holding a meeting in Mauritius to review development plans for the world's small island nations. These include countries such as Cuba, Jamaica, Papua New Guinea, and Suriname.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Small islands weigh their chances 

	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News website environment correspondent 
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Shipping can create waste problems for island states


Many of the small island states in the developing world face a daunting range of threats, the United Nations says. 
The UN Environment Programme says they include freshwater shortage, pollution, loss of species, and climate change. 
A Unep report on the plight of island states lists the problems confronting them across the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian oceans, and in the Caribbean. 
It is published four days before a UN- organised conference on sustainable development in small island states. 
Disaster focus 
The conference, from 10 to 15 January, is the Mauritius International Meeting, a 10-year review of the states' problems and progress towards sustainable growth. 
It will give priority to the need for better disaster preparedness in small island developing states (called Sids) against natural disasters such as tsunamis and cyclones. 
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	ISLAND THREATS 

An average Caribbean cruise ship produces an estimated 50 tonnes of solid waste a week 

Mauritius uses three times as much fertiliser per hectare as western Europe 

Fish catches in Vanuatu fell by more than two-thirds between 1999 and 2001 


Dr Klaus Toepfer, executive director of Unep, said: "The issue of an Indian ocean early warning system for tsunamis must be urgently addressed and we have already been asked by some of the governments in the region to take this forward. 
"The cost of such a system is likely to be high, but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned." 
Unep says: "Sids across the world are facing uncertain economic and environmental times as a result of shifts in demands for commodity crops such as sugar and bananas, sometimes rising populations with a thirst for modern, consumer living and emerging, wide-ranging threats, such as climate change. 
"A considerable number have shown remarkable success in striving toward the UN Millennium Development Goals in areas such as education, the provision of drinking water and health. 
"But many of these goals may be overwhelmed by environmental decline and unsustainable development. 
Health impaired 
"Most remain hampered by their remoteness, small GNPs with little chance of economies of scale for tackling issues such as domestic and industrial wastes, and by the difficulties of getting access to the technologies they need." 
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Water shortage harms the banana crop in the Caribbean


For Sids in the Atlantic and Indian oceans, Unep says, freshwater and climate change are among the top concerns. 
Pollution from agriculture and wastes exacerbates water supply problems, which make it easier for disease to spread. 
In the Caribbean, the Unep report says, a region with some of the world's most intensive maritime traffic, pollution from cruise ships and other vessels is among growing threats to health and national economies. 
Household and industrial wastes and reductions in freshwater availability are again concerns, sometimes intensified by tourism in the form of luxury hotels and golf courses.There are also worries over climate change and invasive alien species. 
Vanishing shoals 
Climate change ranks high among the concerns of Pacific Sids, Unep says, together with the over-exploitation of coastal fish stocks and rapid population growth. 
For all Sids affected by warming temperatures, Unep says, "the best hope will be for the global community to make big reductions in greenhouse gases of 60% or more. 
"Many islands can only reduce vulnerability and adapt to rising sea levels for so long before they are partly or wholly submerged." 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Washington Post

Hill eyes tsunami warning system

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Congress will consider a $30 million network of buoys, wave gauges and seismic sensors to warn of tsunamis globally, a plan that would build on U.S. and international efforts to avert another catastrophe.

    Sen. Joe Lieberman, Connecticut Democrat, yesterday proposed the United States take responsibility for building a global tsunami warning system and spending $7.5 million per year to maintain it.

    Such a system exists only in the Pacific Ocean. A magnitude 9.0 earthquake in the Indian Ocean on Dec. 26 created the tsunami that devastated coastal areas in South and Southeast Asia and led to deaths as far away as East Africa.

    "The death and destruction caused by the South Asian tsunami has exposed a glaring gap in our high-tech age of global connectedness," Mr. Lieberman said. "And that is the absence of a worldwide tsunami detection and warning system that existing technology can provide us at a relatively low cost."

    Mr. Lieberman's bill calls for expanding the Pacific system and adding similar ones in the Atlantic and Indian oceans, the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea.

    The Commerce Department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration would use up to 50 ocean-based sensors, each costing up to $250,000 to install and $50,000 a year to maintain. Six now exist in the Pacific.

    NOAA also would have to pay to collect and relay the information from the ocean to satellites to international warning centers. Though tsunamis are rare, Mr. Lieberman and other government officials said the potential devastation justified the cost.

    "If you had a huge tsunami hitting Florida or New York, or it could go right up the Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River, you would have a major disaster," said Larry Roeder, who heads the State Department's Global Disaster Information Network.

    GDIN is working on such a design for protecting huge populations in coastal areas. It will be presented to the United Nations-sponsored World Conference on Disaster Reduction this month in Kobe, Japan.

    Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the Kenya-based U.N. Environment Program, said yesterday that setting up a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean is a high priority, especially to protect small island nations. He said several countries were asking for U.N. help to study how to do it.

    "Let us hope that this spirit of solidarity with the victims and their families can be carried on beyond this tragedy, so that the existing and emerging environmental threats ... can also be tackled," Mr. Toepfer said.

    Australian scientists are designing an Indian Ocean warning system for about $20 million. About 30 seismographs would detect earthquakes, and 10 tidal gauges and six special buoys would provide deep-ocean assessment and tsunami reporting.

    None of the systems proposed, including Mr. Lieberman's, accounts for a more costly factor — communications links to warn people in coastal areas before giant waves arrive.

    Commerce Secretary nominee Carlos M. Gutierrez said at his Senate confirmation hearing this week that better analysis and prediction of weather and maritime hazards will be a priority.

    Mr. Lieberman said he didn't know how long building a global tsunami warning system would take.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Telegraph

Tsunami early warning system pledged

(Filed: 06/01/2005)

World leaders have pledged to set up an early warning system in the Indian Ocean to detect killer tsunami waves.

A repeat of the Boxing Day tragedy could be avoided

Delegates at an emergency summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, issued a declaration vowing to work together to help establish the technology that could have saved thousands of lives in last week's disaster.

The move came amid mounting pressure from the United Nations, which called today for the issue to "be urgently addressed".

Kofi Annan, the UN secretary-general, said his organisation would help set up such an alert system.

He told the summit: "We must... draw on every lesson we can to prevent tragedies like this occurring in the future.

"Prevention and early warning systems must become a priority."

The announcement came as it was announced the European Union had pledged £246m to help the aid effort in Asia.

Klaus Toepfer, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director, said: "The issue of an Indian Ocean early warning system for tsunamis must be urgently addressed and we have already been asked by some of the governments in the region to take this forward.

"The cost of such a system is likely to be high, but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned."

The UNEP said in the wake of the "unprecedented disaster", several countries in the area, including the Maldives, had asked it to begin working on getting such a system off the ground.

Surakiart Sathirathai, the Thai foreign minister, told the Jakarta summit: "No longer must we leave ourselves so vulnerable and so exposed.

"It is well-proven that 10 minutes advance warning can save hundreds of lives."

An effective warning system already operates in the Pacific and Japan has offered to lend technical expertise in setting up a similar system in the Indian Ocean.

Global warming is also set to intensify the vulnerability of the islands with increasing weather extremities, including strong storms and high waves.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Tsunami Early Warning System Pledged

By Tom Whitehead, PA

World leaders pledged today to set up an early warning system in the Indian Ocean to detect killer tsunami waves.

Delegates at an emergency summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, issued a declaration vowing to work together to help establish the technology that could have saved thousands of lives in last week’s disaster.

The move came amid mounting pressure from the United Nations, which called today for the issue to “be urgently addressed”.

UN secretary-general Kofi Annan said his organisation would help set up such an alert system.

He told the summit: “We must... draw on every lesson we can to prevent tragedies like this occurring in the future.

“Prevention and early warning systems must become a priority.”

The comments came as the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) released a series of reports warning of the environmental dangers facing small islands and coastal communities around the world.

Although written before the tsunami struck on December 26, experts said the devastation of the terror waves demonstrated the vulnerability of such areas.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s executive director, said: “The issue of an Indian Ocean early warning system for tsunamis must be urgently addressed and we have already been asked by some of the governments in the region to take this forward.

“The cost of such a system is likely to be high, but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned.”

He added: “The tidal wave, with its appalling loss of life, reminds us in grim and stark terms of the vulnerability of coastal communities to natural disasters including small islands.

“Clearly, it is the suffering of the people and their urgent need for food, shelter, medicines and clean and sufficient drinking water that must be our number one priority.”

The three UNEP reports look at the environmental dangers facing islands and coastlines in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, the Caribbean and the Pacific.

Other concerns include water shortages, pollution, overfishing and threats to animal and plant species.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre
Ahead of small islands meeting in Mauritius, UN points to environmental risks
	

	


6 January 2005 – In reports written before the devastating tsunami raced through the Indian Ocean last month, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warns of the toll tidal waves, cyclones and other natural disasters take on the economies of small island nations, especially when accompanied by such man-made devastation as pollution, over-fishing and the discharge of waste into bodies of water.

UNEP produced the reports on the small island developing states (SIDS) of the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, in the framework of the five-day UN meeting starting Monday in Port Louis, Mauritius.

The meeting will review the progress made since a similar conference in 1995 in Barbados lay down a programme of action to tackle the particular problems these countries face.

"Many of these islands are low-lying, making them vulnerable to rising sea levels, storm surges and dramatic weather events like the Indian Ocean tsunami. Climate change, with its anticipated increase in extreme weather events and rising sea levels, is set to aggravate the problem," UNEP says.

All too often the islands are remote from other countries and their small and fragile economies are based on tourism and a low number of exports, it says. On the other hand, they now depend heavily on imports, including buying fossil fuel, and have limited access to natural resources, including land and water.

Population growth "has exceeded the carrying capacity of some islands," while others, despite abundant rainfall, lack the means to store water and now face shortages, UNEP says.

After the needs of the tsunami sufferers have been met, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer says, attention must turn to "precious and economically important habitats such as coral reefs and mangroves, as well as facilities such as chemical plants."

Healthy coral reefs and mangroves are said to help limit the coastal impact of some tsunamis.

The SIDS meeting comes at a time when Indian Ocean islands have suffered extraordinary damage from the 26 December tsunami. The Seychelles' coral reefs that were just recovering from dangerous bleaching in 1998 have suffered again, UNEP says.

"Juvenile fish death was high as these were thrown onto dry land by the tsunami. Some mangrove ecosystems were also affected," it says, quoting Seychelles government assessments.

In regional reports, UNEP noted that shipping in the Caribbean is causing major pollution, made worse by "the presence of major oil producing and exporting countries within the wider Caribbean, such as Colombia, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States and Venezuela" and the growing cruise ship industry.

"It is estimated that a typical cruise ship with 3,000 passengers generates each day between 400 and 1,200 cubic metres of watery waste, including drainage from dishwashers, laundry, showers and washbasins, along with grease, medical and dental waste," the report says.

In a significant natural disaster in the region, the damage Grenada suffered from Hurricane Ivan last September totalled $3 billion, a figure far exceeding its annual gross domestic product (GDP).

In the Pacific, "unsustainable exploitation of fish is universal throughout the region," UNEP says, citing such contributing factors as lack of regulation of subsistence fishing, which amounts to over 90 per cent of the catch in some countries, and Western-style fisheries management in others.

Because of over-fishing, the catch has declined sharply in some countries and has led to a deterioration in the health of island residents who have been eating less nutritious imported foods - mutton flaps, turkey tails, corned beef and canned fish.

In some islands, the discharge of sewage and agricultural waste into bodies of water has increased the growth of toxic algal blooms, which are being ingested by shellfish and fish and resulting in ciguatera poisoning, with its symptoms of diarrhoea, nausea and gastrointestinal pains.

In both the Atlantic and Indian Ocean regions, container waste has emerged as a "massive new threat," with carelessly discarded containers holding stagnant water, which is a breeding-ground for disease-carrying insects, UNEP says. 
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Scoop

Small Islands Meeting Scheduled In Mauritius

Friday, 7 January 2005, 9:47 am

Press Release: United Nations

    Ahead Of Small Islands Meeting In Mauritius, UN Points To Environmental Risks

    In reports written before the devastating tsunami raced through the Indian Ocean last month, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warns of the toll tidal waves, cyclones and other natural disasters take on the economies of small island nations, especially when accompanied by such man-made devastation as pollution, over-fishing and the discharge of waste into bodies of water.

    UNEP produced the reports on the small island developing states (SIDS) of the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, in the framework of the five-day UN meeting starting Monday in Port Louis, Mauritius.

    The meeting will review the progress made since a similar conference in 1995 in Barbados lay down a programme of action to tackle the particular problems these countries face.

    "Many of these islands are low-lying, making them vulnerable to rising sea levels, storm surges and dramatic weather events like the Indian Ocean tsunami. Climate change, with its anticipated increase in extreme weather events and rising sea levels, is set to aggravate the problem," UNEP says.

    All too often the islands are remote from other countries and their small and fragile economies are based on tourism and a low number of exports, it says. On the other hand, they now depend heavily on imports, including buying fossil fuel, and have limited access to natural resources, including land and water.

    Population growth "has exceeded the carrying capacity of some islands," while others, despite abundant rainfall, lack the means to store water and now face shortages, UNEP says.

    After the needs of the tsunami sufferers have been met, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer says, attention must turn to "precious and economically important habitats such as coral reefs and mangroves, as well as facilities such as chemical plants."

    Healthy coral reefs and mangroves are said to help limit the coastal impact of some tsunamis.

    The SIDS meeting comes at a time when Indian Ocean islands have suffered extraordinary damage from the 26 December tsunami. The Seychelles' coral reefs that were just recovering from dangerous bleaching in 1998 have suffered again, UNEP says.

    "Juvenile fish death was high as these were thrown onto dry land by the tsunami. Some mangrove ecosystems were also affected," it says, quoting Seychelles government assessments.

    In regional reports, UNEP noted that shipping in the Caribbean is causing major pollution, made worse by "the presence of major oil producing and exporting countries within the wider Caribbean, such as Colombia, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States and Venezuela" and the growing cruise ship industry.

    "It is estimated that a typical cruise ship with 3,000 passengers generates each day between 400 and 1,200 cubic metres of watery waste, including drainage from dishwashers, laundry, showers and washbasins, along with grease, medical and dental waste," the report says.

    In a significant natural disaster in the region, the damage Grenada suffered from Hurricane Ivan last September totalled $3 billion, a figure far exceeding its annual gross domestic product (GDP).

    In the Pacific, "unsustainable exploitation of fish is universal throughout the region," UNEP says, citing such contributing factors as lack of regulation of subsistence fishing, which amounts to over 90 per cent of the catch in some countries, and Western-style fisheries management in others.

    Because of over-fishing, the catch has declined sharply in some countries and has led to a deterioration in the health of island residents who have been eating less nutritious imported foods - mutton flaps, turkey tails, corned beef and canned fish.

    In some islands, the discharge of sewage and agricultural waste into bodies of water has increased the growth of toxic algal blooms, which are being ingested by shellfish and fish and resulting in ciguatera poisoning, with its symptoms of diarrhoea, nausea and gastrointestinal pains.

    In both the Atlantic and Indian Ocean regions, container waste has emerged as a "massive new threat," with carelessly discarded containers holding stagnant water, which is a breeding-ground for disease-carrying insects, UNEP says.
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Chosun News

UN Says Environment of Indian Ocean Islands Degraded

Indian Ocean tsunami

(Graphic courtesy of UNEP)

The United Nations Thursday warned that pollution and natural disasters are degrading the environments of island nations in the Indian Ocean. U.N. officials said the recent tsunami has made existing environmental problems much worse.

In four reports released ahead of an international conference on the future of small island nations, the U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP, gives dire warnings for the Maldives, Comoros, Seychelles, and Mauritius.

UNEP says all the islands face severe freshwater shortages because of factors such as overuse, a disease that affects trees, and the el-Nino current.

The little water there is, says the U.N., is largely contaminated by fertilizers and industrial and human waste, causing water-borne diseases such as cholera.

The head of UNEP's assessment branch, Ivar Baste, told reporters that the islands are also vulnerable to sea level rises due to climate change and natural disasters such as tsunamis.

He specifically referred to the Maldives, where he said 80 percent of the islands are less than one meter above sea level.

"One of the scenarios outlined is that large areas of the Maldives could be under water in 30 years of time, and with the entire community submerged by 2100," he said.

UNEP officials said the recent Asian tsunami has greatly exacerbated existing environmental problems, especially in Seychelles and the Maldives.

"In some of the coastal areas, we believe that farmers as far as five kilometers inland may have been affected and, in some cases, have had their crops destroyed by salt water," said UNEP spokesman Eric Falt. "Mud and sand have covered many of the affected areas. The expeditious removal of the massive amount of waste and debris is really crucial to prevent further environmental pollution and the risk to the human health that it entails."

Mr. Falt said his agency is concerned that chemical storage sites, ports, oil refineries, and other sites along coastal areas of the countries may be contaminating the environment, especially if damaged by the tsunami.

Next week, the U.N. is holding a meeting in Mauritius to review development plans for the world's small island nations. These include countries such as Cuba, Jamaica, Papua New Guinea, and Suriname.
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UN Says Environment of Indian Ocean Islands Degraded


Jan 6, 2005 Nairobi 

The United Nations Thursday warned that pollution and natural disasters are degrading the environments of island nations in the Indian Ocean. U.N. officials said the recent tsunami has made existing environmental problems much worse.

In four reports released ahead of an international conference on the future of small island nations, the U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP, gives dire warnings for the Maldives, Comoros, Seychelles, and Mauritius.

UNEP says all the islands face severe freshwater shortages because of factors such as overuse, a disease that affects trees, and the el-Nino current.

The little water there is, says the U.N., is largely contaminated by fertilizers and industrial and human waste, causing water-borne diseases such as cholera.

The head of UNEP's assessment branch, Ivar Baste, told reporters that the islands are also vulnerable to sea level rises due to climate change and natural disasters such as tsunamis. 

He specifically referred to the Maldives, where he said 80 percent of the islands are less than one meter above sea level.

"One of the scenarios outlined is that large areas of the Maldives could be under water in 30 years of time, and with the entire community submerged by 2100," he said.

UNEP officials said the recent Asian tsunami has greatly exacerbated existing environmental problems, especially in Seychelles and the Maldives.

"In some of the coastal areas, we believe that farmers as far as five kilometers inland may have been affected and, in some cases, have had their crops destroyed by salt water," said UNEP spokesman Eric Falt. "Mud and sand have covered many of the affected areas. The expeditious removal of the massive amount of waste and debris is really crucial to prevent further environmental pollution and the risk to the human health that it entails."

Mr. Falt said his agency is concerned that chemical storage sites, ports, oil refineries, and other sites along coastal areas of the countries may be contaminating the environment, especially if damaged by the tsunami.

Next week, the U.N. is holding a meeting in Mauritius to review development plans for the world's small island nations. These include countries such as Cuba, Jamaica, Papua New Guinea, and Suriname. 
E.A. Standard

Disaster Cost Seychelles Economy Sh2.3b, Says UN

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The East African Standard (Nairobi)

Allan Kisia

Nairobi

United Nations Environmental Program (Unep) yesterday gave details of the environmental impact of the Asian tsunami in Seychelles.

Unep's Director for Africa Mr Sekou Toure, however, said the Government of Seychelles estimated the damage caused by the disaster to be about US$30 million (Sh2.3 billion).

Toure said fresh water in the coastal areas of Seychelles had been contaminated with seawater and debris from the ocean. "Water wells situated five kilometres into the main land and rivers, where most water comes have all been affected," he said.

He added that fish stocks in the waters around the island had been affected, destroying the livelihood and economies of the communities that depended on fish business

Speaking at a news conference at the Norfolk Hotel, Toure said fishing boats and ice making plants were also destroyed in the disaster.

He also noted that the disaster was made worse by torrential rains which fell about six hours after the tsunami.

"The heavy rains caused landslides that destroyed the mangrove forests and swamps along the coast. Coral reefs were also destroyed," he said.

He said sewer systems had been washed away by the rains which posed a serious health risk for the people.

He urged Governments in the region to urgently develop an Indian Ocean early warning system.

"The cost of such a system is likely to be high but not as high as the suffering of the people and the economies of the nations concerned," he said.

Meanwhile, Emergency Rescue and General Services (Erags), a local emergency and disaster organisation expressed concerns that no proper plans have been made by the Government to senad aid.

Relevant Links

East Africa

Environment

Industry and Infrastructure

Kenya

Oceans and Rivers

Seychelles

Erags secretary general David Maina said the Government ought to share and co-operate with partners from other parts of the world in sending aid to the victims of the disaster.

He said this was the way the Government could learn and access itself in any emergency operation.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Ahead Of Small Islands Meeting In Mauritius, UN Points To Environmential Risks

Thursday, January 06 2005 @ 06:58 PM

In reports written before the devastating tsunami raced through the Indian Ocean last month, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warns of the toll tidal waves, cyclones and other natural disasters take on the economies of small island nations, especially when accompanied by such man-made devastation as pollution, over-fishing and the discharge of waste into bodies of water.

UNEP produced the reports on the small island developing states (SIDS) of the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, in the framework of the five-day UN meeting starting Monday in Port Louis, Mauritius.

....more

The meeting will review the progress made since a similar conference in 1995 in Barbados lay down a programme of action to tackle the particular problems these countries face.

"Many of these islands are low-lying, making them vulnerable to rising sea levels, storm surges and dramatic weather events like the Indian Ocean tsunami. Climate change, with its anticipated increase in extreme weather events and rising sea levels, is set to aggravate the problem," www.unep.org UNEP says.

All too often the islands are remote from other countries and their small and fragile economies are based on tourism and a low number of exports, it says.

On the other hand, they now depend heavily on imports, including buying fossil fuel, and have limited access to natural resources, including land and water.

Population growth "has exceeded the carrying capacity of some islands," while others, despite abundant rainfall, lack the means to store water and now face shortages, UNEP says.

After the needs of the tsunami sufferers have been met, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer says, attention must turn to "precious and economically important habitats such as coral reefs and mangroves, as well as facilities such as chemical plants."

Healthy coral reefs and mangroves are said to help limit the coastal impact of some tsunamis.

The SIDS meeting comes at a time when Indian Ocean islands have suffered extraordinary damage from the 26 December tsunami.

The Seychelles' coral reefs that were just recovering from dangerous bleaching in 1998 have suffered again, UNEP says.

"Juvenile fish death was high as these were thrown onto dry land by the tsunami. Some mangrove ecosystems were also affected," it says, quoting Seychelles government assessments.

In regional reports, UNEP noted that shipping in the Caribbean is causing major pollution, made worse by "the presence of major oil producing and exporting countries within the wider Caribbean, such as Colombia, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States and Venezuela" and the growing cruise ship industry.

"It is estimated that a typical cruise ship with 3,000 passengers generates each day between 400 and 1,200 cubic metres of watery waste, including drainage from dishwashers, laundry, showers and washbasins, along with grease, medical and dental waste," the report says.

In a significant natural disaster in the region, the damage Grenada suffered from Hurricane Ivan last September totalled $3 billion, a figure far exceeding its annual gross domestic product (GDP).

In the Pacific, "unsustainable exploitation of fish is universal throughout the region," UNEP says, citing such contributing factors as lack of regulation of subsistence fishing, which amounts to over 90 per cent of the catch in some countries, and Western-style fisheries management in others.

Because of over-fishing, the catch has declined sharply in some countries and has led to a deterioration in the health of island residents who have been eating less nutritious imported foods - mutton flaps, turkey tails, corned beef and canned fish.

In some islands, the discharge of sewage and agricultural waste into bodies of water has increased the growth of toxic algal blooms, which are being ingested by shellfish and fish and resulting in ciguatera poisoning, with its symptoms of diarrhoea, nausea and gastrointestinal pains.

In both the Atlantic and Indian Ocean regions, container waste has emerged as a "massive new threat," with carelessly discarded containers holding stagnant water, which is a breeding-ground for disease-carrying insects, UNEP says.
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UN surveys ecological ravages of tsunami

Helen Pearson
Environmental destruction threatens both wildlife and livelihoods.
While the human injuries and death toll from the Asian tsunami are still being counted, experts are beginning to take stock of the injuries suffered by the environment.

Reaching and helping survivors clearly remains the top priority for aid agencies after the catastrophic waves of 26 December. But environmentalists say that rescuing the ravaged coral reefs and mangrove swamps will also be vital for rebuilding coastal communities.

News reports and pictures have revealed giant coral heads stranded inland and vanished shorelines. "That's the tip of the iceberg," says Lynne Hale of The Nature Conservancy, based in Rhode Island, who has led coastal management schemes in Sri Lanka and Thailand. "We know there's a lot of damage and we need to find out what it is."
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Lynne Hale
Nature Conservancy in Narragansett, Rhode Island
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The United Nations Environment Programme has already begun systematically logging the environmental impacts of the disaster. The organization announced on 30 December that it would commit US$1 million to the task, and officials say they hope more money will follow.

Swamped

One of the biggest concerns for ecologists is that fragile coral reefs and mangrove swamps from Sri Lanka to Sumatra may have been uprooted by surging waters or smothered by washed out mud and debris. This could prove particularly damaging to reefs already rendered fragile by climate change and pollution. 

Damage to the plants and animals in these ecosystems could have knock-on effects for the human communities that depend on them. Coral reefs and mangrove swamps are vital feeding and breeding grounds for fish, so their destruction could cut local fishing and food supplies over the longer term, and leave coastlines more exposed to erosion and storm damage.

Swamped beaches may also have wiped out nesting sites for sea turtles. And researchers are keen to assess whether mangrove swamps cleared prior to the tsunami, to make way for hotels or other coastal developments, may have flattened a natural wave barrier, leaving the coastline more vulnerable. 

The UNEP project will assess all these aspects and others, such as whether oil, chemical and other industrial plants along the coast might have spewed out pollution, and whether freshwater reservoirs have been contaminated by the seawater. "There's an extremely complicated array of things we have to look at," says Eric Falt, a spokesman for UNEP based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Down to Earth

To survey the damage, experts will initially focus on satellite images that reveal the reach of floodwaters before and after the tsunami or changes in submerged coral reefs. Assessments on the ground will be ramped up later on.

The extent of environmental damage, and what needs to be done about it, will be discussed at two international meetings to be held later this month: members of the programme for Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) will meet in Mauritius; and the World Conference on Disaster Reduction will be held in Kobe, Japan.

But cataloguing the ecological damage is just the first step. After this, researchers and policy-makers must figure out how to rebuild these shattered ecosystems. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Telegraph (Calcutta)
Global pledge for warning system

US secretary of state Colin Powell (left) with UN secretary-general Kofi Annan in Jakarta. (Reuters) 

Jakarta, Dec. 6: World leaders have pledged to set up an early warning system in the Indian Ocean to detect killer tsunami waves.

Delegates at an emergency summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, issued a declaration vowing to work together to help establish the technology that could have saved thousands of lives in last week’s disaster.

The move came amid mounting pressure from the UN, which called today for the issue to “be urgently addressed”. Kofi Annan, the UN secretary-general, said his organisation would help set up such an alert system.

He told the summit: “We must... draw on every lesson we can to prevent tragedies like this occurring in the future. Prevention and early warning systems must become a priority.”

The announcement came as it was announced the EU had pledged £246 million to help the aid effort in Asia.

Klaus Toepfer, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director, said: “The issue of an Indian Ocean early warning system for tsunamis must be urgently addressed and we have already been asked by some of the governments in the region to take this forward.

“The cost of such a system is likely to be high, but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned.”

The UNEP said in the wake of the “unprecedented disaster”, several countries in the area, including the Maldives, had asked it to begin working on getting such a system off the ground.

Surakiart Sathirathai, the Thai foreign minister, told the Jakarta summit: “No longer must we leave ourselves so vulnerable and so exposed. It is well-proven that 10 minutes advance warning can save hundreds of lives.”

An effective warning system already operates in the Pacific and Japan has offered to lend technical expertise in setting up a similar system in the Indian Ocean. Global warming is also set to intensify the vulnerability of the islands with increasing weather extremities, including strong storms and high waves.

However, Bjorn Lomborg, the enfant terrible of the environmental movement, said money that world leaders plan to spend on a warning system would be better spent fighting everyday diseases.

He said the desire to build a system was understandable — and reasonably cheap at an estimated $20 million initially —but that its benefits were uncertain given the lack of necessary supporting infrastructure in many places. He added that 100 years or more could pass before the next tsunami struck. “On the other hand, we would certainly save many lives by investing that money in clean drinking water, disease prevention and basic education,” Lomborg said. 

Race against time

At the Jakarta summit, world leaders vowed today to work together more closely to help victims of one of the worst natural disasters in living memory as Annan declared they were in a “race against time”.

Amid warnings from health officials that outbreaks of disease could soon double the 150,000 death toll, Annan exhorted countries that have pledged more than $4 billion in aid to come forward immediately with nearly a billion dollars in cash.

Annan’s appeal followed an assessment by the WHO that survivors could succumb to cholera and dysentery unless they received clean water and other basic services by the end of the week.

At the one-day summit, world leaders welcomed debt relief for countries hit by the December 26 disaster and backed the creation of an Indian Ocean early tsunami warning system which could save lives in the future. 

Annan appealed for $977 million to cover basic humanitarian needs for an estimated 5 million people.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

PA News

Tsunami Early Warning System Pledged 

By Tom Whitehead, PA 

World leaders pledged today to set up an early warning system in the Indian Ocean to detect killer tsunami waves.

Delegates at an emergency summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, issued a declaration vowing to work together to help establish the technology that could have saved thousands of lives in last week’s disaster.

The move came amid mounting pressure from the United Nations, which called today for the issue to “be urgently addressed”.

UN secretary-general Kofi Annan said his organisation would help set up such an alert system.

He told the summit: “We must... draw on every lesson we can to prevent tragedies like this occurring in the future.

“Prevention and early warning systems must become a priority.”

The comments came as the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) released a series of reports warning of the environmental dangers facing small islands and coastal communities around the world.

Although written before the tsunami struck on December 26, experts said the devastation of the terror waves demonstrated the vulnerability of such areas.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s executive director, said: “The issue of an Indian Ocean early warning system for tsunamis must be urgently addressed and we have already been asked by some of the governments in the region to take this forward.

“The cost of such a system is likely to be high, but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned.”

He added: “The tidal wave, with its appalling loss of life, reminds us in grim and stark terms of the vulnerability of coastal communities to natural disasters including small islands.

“Clearly, it is the suffering of the people and their urgent need for food, shelter, medicines and clean and sufficient drinking water that must be our number one priority.”

The three UNEP reports look at the environmental dangers facing islands and coastlines in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, the Caribbean and the Pacific.

Other concerns include water shortages, pollution, overfishing and threats to animal and plant species.

	

	


____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

LATIN AMERICA:
Region Unprepared for Eventual Tsunami Threat
Diego Cevallos 

MEXICO CITY, Jan 6 (IPS) - Almost none of the Latin American countries with coastlines are prepared to confront a tsunami, although experts warn that the region could possibly face a disaster similar to the one that struck Asia in late December. 

The tsunami caused by a massive undersea earthquake in the Indian Ocean on Dec. 26 claimed over 150,000 lives and caused overwhelming destruction to countries in South and Southeast Asia, as well as Africa. 

Carlos Pullinger, director of the Geological Service of El Salvador, told IPS, "The threat of a tsunami is viewed as relatively minor in Latin America, when in fact, it is not. Hopefully, what happened in Asia will put pressure on the region's governments to create warning systems and educate the population." 

The danger is posed by the tectonic plates off the Pacific coast of Latin America, from Mexico to Chile, and others in the Caribbean. If these were to shift and generate a quake measuring more than 8.0 on the Richter scale, the region could be lashed by killer waves with the same destructive force as those that hit Asia. 

Reports gathered by IPS from throughout Latin America indicate that the Asian tsunami claimed the lives of at least two Argentines, two Brazilians, two Chileans and two Mexicans. There are also 138 people from various countries of the region who are missing and being sought in the disaster zone. 

To support the rescue efforts in Asia and to help in the search for their citizens, a number of Latin American governments - most of whom believe it is unlikely that their own countries could be hit by a similar catastrophe - have sent different kinds of aid. 

Brazil sent two planes carrying over 70 tons of food, medicines and water, while Chile dispatched a team of six doctors, dentists and paramedics to help with the identification of bodies and provide treatment for survivors. 

In addition, the Brazilian and Chilean foreign ministries, along with those of most of the other countries of the region, offered special consular services to assist those affected by the disaster. 

Mexico has contributed 18 rescue workers and experts in disease control, civil engineering and risk analysis, while Venezuela has pledged two million dollars in aid for the victims, to be disbursed through the United Nations. 

"We can only hope that Latin America will never suffer anything similar to December's tsunami, but the governments of the region should be fully aware that the possibility always exists, and we have to be prepared," warned Pullinger. 

With the exception of Chile and Nicaragua, the Latin American countries most affected by tsunamis in the 20th century, none of the nations in this region are prepared for an emergency of this kind, or equipped with advanced systems to detect underwater tremors and quakes. Instead, they depend almost exclusively on the Pacific Tsunami Warning System, based in Hawaii. 

The warning system, run by specialists from the United States, comprises dozens of censors and seismographs throughout the Pacific Ocean. If a quake sufficient to trigger a tsunami is detected, warnings are sent to the countries that could potentially be affected. 

Historical evidence indicates that the risk of a tsunami is relatively minor in comparison with the frequency of earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and hurricanes, but it is a potential threat that cannot be ignored, given the location of the tectonic plates in the Pacific Ocean, said Pullinger. 

Roughly 116,000 people have been killed in Latin America and the Caribbean over the last 30 years as a result of tectonic and geological movements, according to studies by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). While most of these deaths were caused by earthquakes, they also include the 116 lives claimed by a 1992 tsunami in Nicaragua, which left many thousands homeless. 

In 1990, the countries of Central America proposed the creation of a regional tsunami warning network, but their plans have yet to come to fruition, "because of a lack of resources," noted Pullinger. It was only this last July, he added, that El Salvador installed a tidal monitoring station connected to the Pacific Tsunami Warning System. 

After the catastrophic Indian Ocean tsunami, the initiative to establish a Central American warning network appears to have been revived, Pullinger said. 

Meanwhile, in the Caribbean, officials from the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) announced that they are also looking into the possibility of establishing a tsunami warning network. 

Eduardo Camacho, director of the Panamanian National Civil Protection System's Geoscience Institute, said that if an earthquake severe enough to set off tsunami waves were to happen today, "there is very little we could do to prevent a disaster of enormous proportions." 

In the case of an underwater earthquake, the governments of the region could be informed - although somewhat belatedly - by the Pacific Tsunami Warning System, but they would be unable to implement any kind of evacuation plan, because these simply do not exist, Camacho told IPS. 

Almost all of the region's countries with Pacific coastlines have equipment to detect seabed movement, and the majority are connected to the Pacific Tsunami Warning System. However, only Nicaragua and Chile have the high-precision censors needed to effectively trigger the pertinent alarms. 

For Pullinger, the installation and coordination of underwater seismic measuring equipment is an urgent necessity, particularly in Central America. Nevertheless, he added, it would not be the most difficult need to fulfil. 

"From a technical point of view, we can make progress fairly rapidly, but what is still greatly lacking, and hasn't even been addressed in some cases, is a programme for educating the public about tsunamis and implementing warning and evacuation systems, especially in coastal communities," he said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

All American Patriots

Nations Assess Tsunami-Linked Environmental Damage

U.N. environment agency supporting affected nations
05 January 2005

Reefs, shorelines, vegetation and croplands may all have suffered serious damage from the tsunami that slammed into the coasts of 12 nations, and the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) is working with affected governments to determine the severity of the problems and how they might be addressed.

In a January 5 situation report, UNEP provides a snapshot of its efforts to assist various nations. In these initial assessments, UNEP also is collecting data from industrial facilities in the stricken regions to determine whether there might be a risk for secondary environmental problems that could result from damaged, unstable manufacturing or production facilities.

In a related development, Thai Foreign Minister Surakiat Sathianthai gave environmental concerns a high priority in that nation’s recovery planning as he discussed the issues with U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell January 4. Powell assured the Thai government that the United States will provide technical advisers to help local officials decide how to rehabilitate natural resources such as coral reefs and shorelines.

The text of the UNEP status report follows:

(begin text)

UN Environment Programme

5 Jan 2005

Asian Tsunami Disaster - UNEP Situation Report 2: UNEP Asian Disaster Task Force

I. Introduction

The UNEP situation report no. 1, dated 1 January 2005, outlined the activities that UNEP is currently undertaking, in cooperation with the UN family, to respond to the South Asian Disaster. UNEP situation report no. 2 outlines the current requests and activities that are being undertaken at the national level to address the environmental concerns and assess the impacts.

II. Update by Country

a) Indonesia

The Ministry of Environment requested urgent assistance from UNEP in establishing an environmental crisis centre in Jakarta, providing environmental assistance to the Ministry of Environment in supporting a field assessment and in developing an action plan for addressing the environmental issues identified.

Since the disaster, UNEP has been collecting remote sensing information on industrial sites in the zone of impact, with the aim of identifying potential secondary environmental risks from damage to industrial infrastructure.

On 1 January, two senior UNEP staff (Mr. David Meadows and Mr. Takehiro Nakamura) were deployed to join the UNDAC and UN Country team in Indonesia and to provide technical expertise to the Ministry of the Environment.

On 2 January, UNEP made a flash appeal submission through the UNDAC and UN Country Team mechanism in Indonesia for responding to the request of the Ministry of Environment in full cooperation with the UN system.

On 4 January, UNEP provided a senior environmental expert to take the lead role for the environmental sector in the on-going United Nations/World Bank Needs Assessment. The assessment started on 4 January and will last for an anticipated 2-week period. UNEP will work in cooperation with the national environmental authorities to identify the key environmental needs and ensure they are integrated into the recovery and reconstruction plans.

Early next week, an additional UNEP will be deployed to join the Indonesia activities and to establish the environmental crisis centre.

b) Sri Lanka

The Central Environmental Authority requested urgent assistance from UNEP to work with national experts in assessing the environmental damage in the various sectors including coral reefs, shore erosion, coastal land use planning, water pollution, soil contamination, etc. Following the assessment, Sri Lanka's top priority for UNEP assistance is in the development of a forward looking plan on coastal zone management and land use planning. An initial planning meeting will be held on 6 January and UNEP has been asked to participate.

Since the disaster, UNEP has been collecting remote sensing information on industrial sites in the zone of impact, with the aim of identifying potential secondary environmental risks from damage to industrial infrastructure.

One 2 January, UNEP made a flash appeal submission through the UNDAC and UN Country Team mechanism in Sri Lanka for responding to the request of the Central Environmental Authority in full cooperation with the UN system.

On 5 January, three UNEP staff from the UNEP Regional Office of Asia and the Pacific (Mr. Surendra Shrestra, Mr. John Carstensen and Mr. Lal Kurukulasuriya) will depart to Sri Lanka to participate in the environmental assessment planning meeting organized by the national environmental authorities. An additional UNEP expert (Mr. Ananda Dias) will be deployed to Sri Lanka on Friday.

c) Thailand

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) expressed interest in cooperating with UNEP in terms of conducting an assessment of the environmental impacts arising from the disaster. The Ministry is looking forward to receiving UNEP expertise and support to establish an Environmental Crisis Centre at the Ministry, to carry out the initial damage assessment, and to prepare response plans and projects.

Since the disaster, UNEP has been collecting remote sensing information on industrial sites in the zone of impact, with the aim of identifying potential secondary environmental risks from damage to industrial infrastructure.

UNEP is providing assistance to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment using existing staff located in the UNEP Regional Office for Asian and the Pacific (located in Bangkok). UNEP's capacities in the Bangkok office have also been strengthened through the addition of two senior staff (Mr. Lal Kurukulasuriya and Mr. John Carstensen).

On 5 January, three UNEP staff (Mr. David Meadows, Mr. Lal Kurukulasuriya, and Ms. Wantanee Katepasook) met with the Director of Office of International Cooperation on Natural Resources and Environment, MONRE to discuss and develop a plan of action. The next meeting will take place tomorrow to finalize the discussions.

UNEP is also ready to provide environmental expertise to the UNDAC and UN country team, as well as to the UN Needs Assessment that is currently being planned.

d) Maldives

The Ministry of Environment and Construction requested urgent assistance from UNEP in terms of emergency waste management and environmental assessment of impacts to natural resources.

Since the disaster, UNEP has been collecting remote sensing information on industrial sites in the zone of impact, with the aim of identifying potential secondary environmental risks from damage to industrial infrastructure.

On 27 December, one UNEP staff (Mr. Rene Nijenhuis) from the OCHA-UNEP Joint Environment Unit was deployed to join the UNDAC team in the Maldives. An additional UNEP expert is being sent to assist in emergency waste management issues.

On 2 January, UNEP made a flash appeal submission through the UNDAC and UN Country Team mechanism in the Maldives for responding to the request of the Ministry of Environment and Construction in full cooperation with the UN system.

UNEP is ready to provide environmental expertise to the UN Needs Assessments that are currently being considered.

e) India

The Ministry of Environment of India made a priority request for UNEP assistance in carrying out an independent rapid environmental assessment of the damages to the coastal zone. It was noted that the high levels of human casualties in Tamil Nadu is due to unauthorised construction and hence the importance of coastal zone planning.

Since the disaster, UNEP has been collecting remote sensing information on industrial sites in the zone of impact, with the aim of identifying potential secondary environmental risks from damage to industrial infrastructure.

UNEP is now discussing with the environmental authorities in India how UNEP can provide support and technical assistance in conducting an assessment.

f) Seychelles

UNEP will provide environmental information to the UNDAC mission that was launched on 3 January. In addition, technical support will be provided on the issue of early warning systems and disaster preparedness.

UNEP is also considering to provide field assistance through existing staff associated with the UNEP Regional Seas Programme.

g) Myanmar

No requests have been received to provide environmental assistance to the authorities in Myanmar. However, UNEP is collecting remote sensing information on industrial sites in the zone of impact, with the aim of identifying potential secondary environmental risks from damage to industrial infrastructure.

h) Somalia

UNEP is considering how best to support environmental assessments of impacts in Somalia.

III. Contact Information

UNEP Task Force Chairman:

Mr. Pasi Rinne

UNEP South Asian Disaster Task Force

Tel. + 41 22 91 78 617

Mob. + 358 400 464 127

Fax. + 41 22 91 78 064

E-mail: pasi.rinne@unep.ch

(end text)
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Reuters

Science Vital to Cut Scale of Disasters - UN Report 
UK: January 7, 2005

LONDON - Developing the scientific potential of poor nations could reduce the scale of disasters like the Asian tsunami, researchers said on Thursday. 

As nations pledged billions to help victims of the disaster and aid agencies struggled to help the more than 1.5 million left homeless, members of a United Nations Task Force wrote in a report of the danger of ignoring the importance of science and technology. 
"The terrible devastation caused by the tsunamis last week raises the question of whether enough was invested in adopting existing technologies which could have reduced the scale of the disaster," said Professor Calestous Juma, of Harvard University, a lead author of the report. 

Discussions on establishing an early warning system should be part of a larger context of developing technology and science in poor nations, he told a news conference. 

"Developed countries should reflect, in the wake of this disaster, on the price of investing in building the scientific and technological capacity of developing countries to prevent the impacts of natural disasters, compared to the huge costs of responding through international aid after the disasters have occurred," Juma said. 

The report said a lack of scientific advice to governments and international organisations was a stumbling block in tackling the problems of developing countries. 

"Money spent on developing the science and technology potential of countries is an investment in preventing the worst effects of diseases and natural disasters," Lord May of Oxford, the president of the Royal Society, Britain's national academy of science, said in a statement. 

"Although it is easy to be wise after the event, it now seems tragically short-sighted that discussions initiated two years ago about an early warning system for tsunamis in the Indian Ocean were not given greater priority." 

Juma emphasised the importance of learning from the disaster and of sharing the knowledge to avert future catastrophes. 

"The lessons should be shared globally," he said. 

The report, which will be presented to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan later this month, said a lack of investment in developing science and technology could threaten the achievement of the internationally agreed Millennium Development Goals to alleviate poverty and improve the lives of people in developing countries. 


Story by Patricia Reaney 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Nation

Kenya Not Prepared for Disasters, Warns Expert
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The Nation (Nairobi)

January 7, 2005 
Posted to the web January 6, 2005 

Zeddy Sambu
Nairobi 

Is Kenya prepared to deal with disasters, especially along the Coast? An expert on the environment, Prof Ouma Muga, thinks not.

According to the Unep consultant and former assistant minister, the Government has no plans to deal with flooding, volcanic eruptions, drought and the effects of earthquakes.

He said water levels on Africa's coasts are expected to rise by about two feet due to global warming. However, the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources is yet to formulate systematic and decisive policies on how to manage natural calamities.

And 10 years after proposals were made to establish disaster management contingency committees to carry out research on disaster management, not much has been done.

"Wet areas will get wetter and dry ones drier. The phenomenon of La Nina and El Nino will also alternate unless action is taken now," the scholar said. He wondered how the Government would cope with the extremities of such occurrences.

"Kenya is ill-prepared," he said and blamed the Government for lack of a national disaster management plan. For such a plan to be successful it must be "preventive and responsive" as this would allow it to pre-empt disasters and to deal with them effectively when they strike.

Prof Muga also blamed the National Environmental Management Agency (Nema) for no being vigilant enough in combating pollution.

The agency is charged with the responsibility of coordinating and monitoring activities that enhance and ensure a clean, green and healthy environment.

But while denying claims that his organisation was toothless, Nema boss Ratemo Michieka revealed that his team had compiled 2,700 reports, most of which indicated that most organisations had complied with the law on sound environmental management.

The Nema boss also said he had directed provincial monitoring units to be more vigilant in monitoring and blowing the whistle on companies that fail to comply with environmental regulations.

Prof Muga's concerns were raised only days after parts of Southern Asia were wrecked by tidal waves triggered by an undersea earthquake. More than 150,000 people died in the disaster with Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand suffering the greatest blows.

To reduce the damage that can be triggered by such a disaster, Kenya needs to build causeways and dykes on its coast to check the uncontrolled flow of water into residential areas or tourist attractions, including beaches and hotels. Only one person died from the tsunami in Kenya.

Prof Muga said Sh250 million was available for use by Kenya in ensuring safety on the 640-km long Indian Ocean coastline, but the Government was yet to spend the money.

However, Prof Michieka said that most companies, including hotels at the Coast and near Lake Victoria, had complied with safety and environmental regulations. Most of them had established sewerage systems and did not drain effluent into the lake or the ocean.

A programme on the establishment of disaster management committees by all State corporations is yet to be effected.

Only four of the 120 State firms have formulated plans of action on how to manage disasters, including the Kenya Pipeline Corporation, Kenya Railways, the Kenya Sugar and Kenya Ports authorities.
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But lack of monitoring equipment, especially at KPA, hampered efforts to implement its policy on disasters.

And as Kenya dithers over plans to prepare for disaster, South Africa and Egypt continue to lead the continent on how to prepare for and deal with disasters.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
AP

Some rely on boats in Maldives

By Andrew Torchia, Associated Press  |  January 4, 2005

KOLHUFUSHI ISLAND, Maldives -- Residents of this low-lying atoll are being forced to seek refuge on the sea more than a week after it destroyed their homes.

On the remote Maldives island of Kolhufushi, hundreds of people are sleeping in fishing boats because their homes are too damaged to live in.

The government is struggling to deliver emergency aid across a vast expanse of 1,192 tiny inhabited islands spread out over 560 miles in the Indian Ocean.

At least 10 people died and more than 50 were injured when waves as high as 13 feet engulfed Kolhufushi, 90 miles south of the capital, Male. Elsewhere in the Maldives, at least 70 others were killed by the earthquake-triggered waves on Dec. 26.

Here, the waves smashed coral houses, destroyed food supplies, contaminated wells with sea water, and ruined generators and communications equipment.

On one side of the island, a chunk of land the size of a football field slid into the sea.

Villagers said the first wave swept about 200 screaming people into the lagoon. A second wave carried them back onto land. Small children were deposited by the waves on top of cottage roofs.

Damage is so severe that it is not safe for people to move back into their houses. The women and children are living in concrete school buildings and tents. But there is not enough room for everyone, and the island's 400 men sleep in their boats.

Twenty to thirty men are packed into each 20-foot boat. In the mornings, they rise at dawn to resume clearing debris from the streets, repairing equipment, and salvaging possessions.

"Logistics is the big problem here -- just getting the stuff out to people who need it," said Ron Libby, emergency management specialist at the US Agency for International Development. "You have a situation in which it's very difficult for the government to reach all of the people all of the time."

Disaster relief teams or military personnel from Australia, Japan, Europe, India, and Pakistan are also operating in the Maldives, and supplies are pouring into the airport at Male.

Relief efforts are hindered by the difficulty of delivering aid to the more than 1,000 islands.

Across the Maldives, about 14,000 people have been displaced from their homes and as many as 100,000 of the 280,000 people need some form of emergency aid -- mainly food, water, medical supplies and shelter.

Maldivian military officers said they expected to deliver enough tents to Kolhufushi within two weeks, but coast guard vessels had to focus primarily on keeping the island supplied with food and water from Male.

In Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and other hard-hit countries, it is possible to move inland to obtain water, but on the tiny islands of the Maldives, "there's nowhere else to go," Libby said.

He said sanitation was also a major concern since the tsunami destroyed sewage systems, and people on those islands that are inhabited are packed close together. So far, no major disease outbreaks have been reported.

Hussain Nazim, 28, assistant island chief at Kolhufushi, said sea water had poisoned the banana, mango, and breadfruit trees that had made Kolhufushi one of the few significant agricultural producers in the Maldives. The island is littered with brittle, yellowing leaves from dying trees.

"It will take at least a year to rebuild," said Nazim, whose father, standing next to him outside the family home when the tsunami hit, was killed in the disaster. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Service
In Jakarta, Annan launches nearly $1 billion appeal for aid to tsunami victims 

Annan (left) with President Yudhoyono of Indonesia

6 January 2005 – Spearheading the international effort to bring relief to the victims of last week's devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Thursday launched a $977 million flash appeal for emergency aid – by far the largest ever for a natural disaster and almost three times the previous record. 

“As we grieve for the dead and pray for those still searching for loved ones, we have a duty to the survivors,” Mr. Annan told a meeting of world leaders in Jakarta, Indonesia, calling for a concerted effort to prevent a second wave of death from preventable causes due to polluted water, and a third wave of despair where people cannot recover their livelihoods, homes or communities. 

“Although we were powerless to stop the tsunami, together we do have the power to stop those next waves,” he declared of the disaster that killed more than 150,000 people in a dozen countries, injured 500,000 more and left up to 5 million lacking basic services. 

The appeal covers a six-month period for the humanitarian emergency needs of an estimated 5 million people in Indonesia, the Maldives, Sri Lanka, the Seychelles and Somalia. The previous highest flash appeal for a natural disaster was $350 million for the earthquake in Bam, Iran, a year ago, although the largest ever was $1.6 billion for Iraq following the 2003 war. 

The sum is much less than the overall pledges of aid to both the UN and other organizations, for both immediate and longer-term operations such as reconstruction, which have already reached between $3 billion and $4 billion, and Mr. Annan noted that the appeal provides for a focused set of programmes that can start now. 

“They must set the stage for efforts in the longer term, as we move from saving lives to recovery and reconstruction,” he said. 

Sectors covered for the next six months include $229 million for food and agriculture, $172 million for health care, $61 million for water and sanitation, $222 million for shelter and other urgent non-food items, and $110 million for the early restoration of livelihoods. 

Mr. Annan stressed that this is the largest natural disaster the UN has had to respond in its 60 years of existence. He noted the daunting logistical constraints but said they were not insurmountable. “It is a race against time, but together with the host Governments, we are overcoming them,” he added. “Every hour, we are seeing more goods reaching those in need.” 

He praised cases of individual generosity. “Consider the six-year-old boy in Shenyang, China, who donated his life savings of $22,” he said. 

“The past eleven days have been among the darkest in our lifetime,” he declared. “But they have also allowed us to see a new kind of light. We have seen the world coming together. We have seen a response based not on our differences, but on what unites us. We have seen an opportunity to heal old wounds and long-running conflicts. 

“We have seen everyone pull together – North and South, East and West, Governments and citizens, the media and the military, business and religious leaders, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and international institutions. 

“Let us now show that we are committed for as long as it takes,” he said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Ireland Online

Homeless Maldivians forced to sleep in open boats

03/01/2005 - 18:42:52 

More than a week after it rose up and destroyed their homes, residents of the low-lying Maldives atoll of Kolhufushi are being forced to seek refuge on the sea.

The Maldives government is struggling to deliver emergency aid to more than 1,000 islands spread out over 560 miles of the Indian Ocean.

On the remote island of Kolhufushi, hundreds of people are sleeping in fishing boats because their homes are too damaged to live in.

At least 10 people died and more than 50 were injured when waves as high as 13 feet engulfed the low-lying island, 90 miles south of the capital, Male.

At least 80 people died in the Maldives, one of a least a dozen countries hit by the earthquake-triggered waves.

The waves smashed coral houses, destroyed food supplies, contaminated fresh water wells with sea water, and ruined power generators and communications equipment.

On one side of the tiny island, a chunk of land the size of a football field slid into the sea.

Villagers said the first wave swept about 200 screaming people off the island and out into the lagoon. A second wave from another direction arrived a few minutes later and carried them back onto land.

Small children were deposited by the waves on top of cottage roofs 10 feet off the ground.

Damage is so severe that it is not safe for people to move back into houses until they have been completely rebuilt. The women and children have moved into concrete school buildings and tents pitched on the waterfront, but there are not enough tents so the 400 men of the island sleep in their boats.

Twenty to thirty of them are packed into each 20-foot boat. They rise around dawn to resume clearing debris from the streets, repairing equipment and salvaging possessions.

Relief efforts are being hindered by the difficulty of delivering aid to 1,192 tiny inhabited islands scattered across 560 miles of ocean.

Across the Maldives, about 14,000 people have been displaced from their homes, and as many as 100,000 of the population of 280,000 are dependent on some form of emergency aid – mainly food, water, medical supplies and shelter.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

NOAA NEWS
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2005/s2362.htm
POTENTIAL ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS OF INDIAN OCEAN TSUNAMI ON NEARSHORE MARINE ECOSYSTEMS 
The effects of the tsunami at Leworahang, Indonesia. The measured runup height at this location is 36 feet. The unofficial height was 46 feet. A paved road comes to an abrupt halt at the edge of the vertical cliff.Jan. 6, 2005 â?? In addition to causing tremendous loss to human life and property, the tsunami that devastated coastal communities along the Indian Ocean on Dec. 26, 2004, may have also caused extensive environmental damage throughout the nearshore marine ecosystems in this region. At this time, it is difficult to know just how far offshore the damage extends and little research has focused on this topic. (Click NOAA image for a larger view of the effects of the September 1, 1992, tsunami on the near coastal shore of Leworahang, Indonesia. The measured runup height at this location was 36 feet. The unofficial height was 46 feet. A paved road comes to an abrupt halt at the edge of the vertical cliff. Click here for high resolution version, which is a large file. Please credit "NOAA.") 
NOAA researchers have found that tsunamis usually have little, if any, effect on deep open ocean waters, however, they rapidly intensify and become highly destructive once they enter shallower coastal watersâ??exactly where this areaâ??s valuable coral reefs are known to thrive. Nearshore mangroves and sea turtle nesting areas are also likely to have been inundated by the powerful tsunami waves. Unfortunately, many of these habitats have already been dramatically affected by tourism, overfishing and pollution, so a natural disaster of this magnitude would only add to an already threatened nearshore marine environment. 

â??The nearshore marine ecosystems affected by the recent Indian Ocean tsunami are likely to have experienced direct damage from severe wave action and indirect damage from sedimentation and excessive amounts of debris,â?? said Rusty Brainard, chief of the coral reef ecosystem division within the NOAA Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center. 

It is likely that coastal beaches and nearshore land areas devastated by this tsunami could be restored within a few years, but the most severely impacted nearshore marine ecosystems could take centuries to fully recuperate. The future of marine resources in the region could also be dramatically affected, especially the coastal fishing and tourism industries. 

Direct Impacts
The direct impact of severe wave energy on shallow nearshore habitats (including coral reef ecosystems, seagrasses and mangroves) could be extensive but also depends on the amount of wave energy these ecosystems are normally exposed to. Areas normally exposed to significant wave energy from large swells or tropical storms are less likely to be severely impacted. On the other hand, shallow bays typically protected from high wave action could have suffered more extensive damage. 

Damage by wave energy is also species specific. Some species of coral, algae and other marine invertebrates are extremely delicate and cannot withstand turbulent high energy environments. As a result, these species would be particularly susceptible to the damaging wave energy generated by this tsunami. 

Extensive damage to nearshore estuaries, mangrove and seagrass habitats â?? many of which could have been completely torn free of their roots â?? would also be expected. However, these habitats would be expected to recover over several months or years.

This powerful tsunami could have substantially altered some shallow water benthic habitats, reducing their effectiveness as nurseries and shelters for fish and benthic organisms â?? organisms living on, attached to, or burrowing in the sediment of the ocean floor. As a result, some nearshore fisheries could be impacted by very low recruitment success over the next few years. Unfortunately, such impacts could ripple through the entire food chain for decades, however, they will not likely cause lasting impacts. 

Indirect Impacts
A major indirect impact of the tsunami on nearshore marine ecosystems includes sedimentation from extreme runoff and the churning up of coastal silt, sand and organic matter. Some ecosystems could have been buried by sediments flushed into shallow nearshore environments. For areas normally exposed to high wave energy or strong currents, this sedimentation will probably be washed away over several weeks or months, depending on degree of sedimentation. In more protected areas (not typically exposed to significant wave energy or currents), it could take years or decades for the ecosystem to recover. 

Other major indirect damage could have been caused by excessive amounts of debris, including buildings, vehicles (cars and buses), boats, refrigerators and/or any large, non-buoyant object that ended up in the shallow marine environment. When debris of this type is caught up in strong nearshore waves and current, it can easily 'bulldoze' corals and other benthic substrates (i.e., ocean bottom). 

Many of these items and other debris flushed out to sea could have contained hazardous chemicals, oils, paints, freons, cleansers, etc., which could be deposited in and cause stress to nearshore marine ecosystems. These stressors could cause disease in corals, algae, fish and other invertebrates. Because most benthic organisms are filter feeders, this group of organisms is likely to be most severely affected. Unfortunately, these impacts could be long-lived and not become apparent to researchers for months or even years. 

Debris, such as lost fishing gear (e.g., lines, nets, traps, etc.) from sunken and damaged boats could entangle and/or drown protected species (marine mammals, turtles, etc.). Because fishing gear is often composed of plastic and/or other non-biodegradable materials, it can last in the marine environment for years or even decades. Metal objects deposited into the nearshore marine environment can also trigger blooms that often outcompete corals for benthic substrate. 

NOAA Fisheries is dedicated to protecting and preserving the nation's living marine resources and their habitat through scientific research, management and enforcement. NOAA Fisheries provides effective stewardship of these resources for the benefit of the nation, supporting coastal communities that depend upon them, and helping to provide safe and healthy seafood to consumers and recreational opportunities for the American public.

NOAA is dedicated to enhancing economic security and national safety through the prediction and research of weather and climate-related events and providing environmental stewardship of the nationâ??s coastal and marine resources. NOAA is part of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Relevant Web Sites
NOAA Pacific Tsunami Warning Center Bulletins and Map
NOAA Tsunami Page
Deep-ocean Assessment and Reporting of Tsunamis (DART)
NOAA Water Level Observation Network
NOAA and Tsunamis
NOAA Tsunami Research Program
NOAA TsunamiReady Communities are Prepared
NOAA Tsunami Warning System Receives High Marks
NOAA Leading the Way in Tsunami Research and Education

NOAA Reacts Quickly to Indonesian Tsunami
NOAA and the Indian Ocean Tsunami
NOAA Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center
NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program
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Tsunami orphans 'should stay at home'

January 7, 2005 - 4:04PM

Australians wanting to adopt children orphaned by the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster should wait until communities were rebuilt, representatives from two strife-torn countries said.

Sri Lankan High Commissioner Major General Janaka Perera said while the intentions of prospective adoptive parents were admirable, now was not the right time.

Immigration Minister Amanda Vanstone on Thursday, raised the possibility of accepting refugees from Asian countries affected by the December 26 tsunami, in which the death toll has reached 150,000 people.

Some Australian refugee groups have called for orphans to be brought here, where there is no shortage of prospective parents.

But Major General Perera said the first priority was to rebuild the community environment as quickly as possible to try to create familiar surroundings.

"These children always know that Australia can give them a better opportunity but they have become orphans and through this disaster they are in shock," he said at a multi-faith appeal launch in Canberra.

AdvertisementAdvertisement

"So let us first rehabilitate them in the familiar and comfortable surroundings, and with the people that they know.

"Thereafter, if the offer is still there we could bring them over ... when the pain and the shock of this disaster is fading and they are in a position to absorb a new culture and new environment."

His thoughts were broadly echoed by Indonesian Ambassador Imron Cotan, who previously rejected suggestions Australia should offer temporary protection to those from some of the worst hit regions such as the Indonesian province of Aceh.

"Those victims have been in distress from the massive scale of this tragedy," he said.

"I do not believe taking them as refugees in a new environment - be it in Australia or otherwise - would help them.

"I think it's better for us to rehabilitate them in the surroundings that they are familiar with."

Many children from affected areas had never been exposed to westerners, let alone spoke any English or had familiarity with western customs, he said.

Refugee advocate Jack Smit said any offer of temporary visas should be closely examined by those who might want to come.

"Minister Vanstone may well say that we'll help the tsunami victims, but if that means we'll just offer temporary visas, we withhold an opportunity for those who would arrive to truly get on with their lives," he said.

"Many of the tsunami victims have their places of residence obliterated forever, and they should be offered permanent places, together with their families, if they choose this."

Representatives of the Christian, Islamic, Hindu, Buddhist and Jewish faiths have gathered in Canberra to launch their relief aid appeal.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Age

ECOLOGY

Severe and lasting damage

India’s tsunami-hit regions are showing up “severe” ecological damage, and some of it will stay. This is based on a preliminary government assessment of mangroves, corals, coastal forests, wetlands, biodiversity, groundwater and geomorphologic features such as sand dunes and rock formations.

Eleven days into the sudden disaster, the Union Environment Ministry met on Wednesday evening with officials and scientists from ten institutes and organisations to decide on a strategy on what they could do to repair damage which would impact lives.

Teams aren’t rushing out anywhere but the scientists called in for the two-hour meeting are already working in some of the tsunami-hit areas like Tamil Nadu and Kerala. “The preliminary information is that there is significant damage,” said environment secretary Prodipto Ghosh.

The devastation is extensive, most so in the Andaman and Nicobar islands which bore the brunt of the death waves. Framing an action plan to repair damage where it is possible is going to be a two-step process—what Ghosh calls a “rapid assessment” to identify damage and, thereafter, “a detailed assessment” through on-the-spot surveys. “The first stage will be based largely on pre-tsunami and post tsunami satellite imagery and some ground truthing, rather than our running helter-skelter,” said Ghosh. This will take two months.

Then, they will know where people are affected by such damage, where they can step in and do something and where they cannot. For instance, they can do nothing about changes to rock formations or sand dunes but they can perhaps do something about saline water seeping into groundwater or coastal forests. A rural development ministry assessment is that 176 habitations in TN are affected by saline water intrusion and the bill may shoot up to Rs 25 crore for this alone. The institutions involved indicate the enormity and diversity of the tasks ahead.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

New Kerala News

Don't burn tsunami debris in open: Sri Lanka minister:

[World News]: Colombo, Jan 6 : A Sri Lankan minister has asked people to stop burning debris containing polythene and plastics, thrown up when last week's tsunami ravaged the countryside, saying the toxic gases would pollute the environment.

"Inhaling this polluted air could expose public to lung diseases and cancer," Environment and Natural Resources Minister A.H.M. Fowzie warned, reports the Daily News newspaper.

Several places have been identified as dumping grounds for the tsunami debris, Fowzie said, while also urging people not to use the sea as a dumping ground.

The minister said that during a recent visit to affected areas, he personally witnessed groups of people burning planks, polythene, plastics and pvc (poly vinyl chloride) at public places at Moratuwa.

At the Galle Stadium, loads of planks were being thrown into the sea.

Planks of destroyed buildings could be used at refugee camps where mass-scale cooking is taking place. Planks and other timber of the Dec 26 tsunami aftermath should be diverted to these camps for better use, he said.

Fowzie said whilst being mindful of the havoc wrecked by tsunami tidal waves, further pollution of the environment cannot be encouraged.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

UN’s tsunami relief appeal looks at needs both massive and modest 

	

	Tsunami wreckage


6 January 2005 – The nearly $1 billion United Nations flash appeal that Secretary-General Kofi Annan launched today for the survivors of the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami ranges from the massive cost of feeding 2 million people for the next six months to relatively more modest pin-point goals such as replacing lost fishing boats. 

At the top end is $256 million sought by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) – $185 million to provide crucial assistance for 2 million people and $71 million to boost logistics, transport and communications for the entire humanitarian community in view of the huge difficulties of reaching remote areas in a region where the infrastructure has been destroyed. 

“This is more than just a disaster for those countries directly concerned, it is a truly global disaster,” WFP Executive Director James Morris said in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta where Mr. Annan launched the overall $977 million appeal – the largest ever by the UN for a natural disaster. 

At the lower end the UN Food and Agriculture (FAO) is seeking $26 million to finance emergency rehabilitation projects over the next six months for farmers and fishermen, such as replacing lost boats and fishing gear or repairing damaged installations. 

“To enable both their rehabilitation and livelihoods, the best assistance we can offer them is an early opportunity to repair their boats and their fishing nets,” Mr. Annan told a news conference after launching the appeal. “If we give them quick financial support, building materials and other resources, they will make their own recovery.” 

The Chief of FAO’s Emergency Operations Service, Fernanda Guerrieri, warned that over the long run the costs would be much higher. 

And the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) is requesting $28 million to help meet urgent health, hygiene and protection needs for women and youth in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the Maldives, the three countries hardest hit by the catastrophic tsunami. Targeted goals include medicines and supplies to enable pregnant women to deliver safely, emergency obstetric care, and hygiene kits including soap, washcloths and sanitary napkins for tens of thousands of women.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC News

Tsunami May Have Damaged Coral Reefs

Tsunami May Have Severely Damaged Coral Reefs That Already Were in Distress From Pollution
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An unidentified woman weeps over the loss of her three children at Tharangambadi, India, Thursday, Jan. 6, 2005. Hundreds of thousands have lost their homes and over 150,000 have lost their lives all across South Asia on Dec. 26, 2004 after a deadly tsunami wiped off coastlines in several countries. (AP Photo/Jasper Juinen)

[image: image28.png]


The Associated Press
WASHINGTON Jan 6, 2005 — The tsunami that took a heavy toll in human life also battered Indian Ocean coral reefs that already were in distress from pollution and global warming, possibly causing damage that will require decades to recover, experts say. 

Scientists have yet to conduct a complete survey of damage to the coral reefs from the tsunami, but experts fear that some of the Earth's most spectacular coral formations may carry scars from the killer wave for many years. 

Tom Hourigan, a coral reef expert for the National Marine Fisheries Service, said that coral formations throughout the Indian Ocean were severely damaged by El Nino warming in 1997 and 1998 and were just beginning to recover when they were slammed by the tsunami last month. 

"It is very likely that the tsunami would damage the coral and some of the worst damage would come from debris thrown up against the reefs," said Hourigan.
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He said the shallow reefs along hundreds of miles of beach in Indian Ocean would be victimized by a "one-two tsunami punch." 

First, the tsunami wave would rise as it entered shallow water and smash into the coral reef, said Hourigan. The force of the wave itself could damage the reef. But then would come the second punch. As the wave swept back into the ocean, it would carry tons of debris including cars, trees, refrigerators and furniture along with sludge and silt. 

The heavy debris would hit the reefs like battering rams, bulldozing the fragile coral formations. The sludge can bury the coral, suffocating it. 

"One of the biggest impacts will be from the debris pulled off the land onto the reefs," said Hourigan. "We've been doing quite a bit of work in the western Hawaiian islands in removing debris. It is likely that a lot of debris coming off the land will be damaging to the reefs." 

He said in studies following typhoons in Guam showed that tin roofs blown onto coral caused significant damage when ordinary wave action used the tin to grind away at the reef. 

Some minor damage is repaired by the coral fairly quickly, but major reef destruction can take decades to heal, he said. 

Coral reefs also may suffer more diseases and even death from the silt and sand that chokes the tiny organisms that builds the reefs. 

"Some entire reef … ecosystems could have been buried by sediments flushed into shallow environments," said Russel E. Brainard, chief of the coral reef division of the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center in Honolulu. For reefs normally washed by high tidal action, this sediment could be swept clean within weeks or months. But in reef areas protected from tidal waves or currents, the cleansing could take years or decades, Brainard said in an e-mail. 

As tsunami waves retreat to the ocean, they also flushed off the land oils, paints and other hazardous chemicals, said Brainard. 

"All of these chemicals are now in the near shore ecosystems interacting with all types of marine life," he said. "These stressors could result in diseases to corals, algae, fish and other (organisms). The impacts could be long lived. 

Brainard said that plastics, including such things as fishing nets, fish line and traps, are also washed into coral reefs and the near shore environment. Such plastics will last in the marine environment for years, even decades, he said. 

The loss of coral reefs could severely reduce the amount of fish available to some small, oceanside rural communities in Asia and Africa that depend on the sea for food. 

"The three-dimension structure of a coral reef is the most important factor in the richnesses you see on a reef," said Hourigan. "Fish depend on it for hiding places, for the prey they feed on. 

"A large amount of the protein that human communities need come from fishing on the coral reefs," he said. If the reefs are severely damaged, then this could affect the fish population "and have an impact on those communities for a long period of time." 

On the Net: 
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Reuters

Whiff of politics behind tsunami aid pledges

Thu Jan 6, 2005 11:06 AM GMT 
By Jason Szep

SINGAPORE (Reuters) - The billions in international aid pledged towards the post-tsunami cleanup could polish America's poor image in the world's most populous Muslim nation and overhaul economic ties between big donors and Southeast Asia.

As world leaders met on Thursday in Indonesia to discuss aid for victims of the Indian Ocean tsunami, political analysts said the more than $4 billion (2.1 billion pounds) pledged so far will do more than repair coastal villages crushed by the waves and earthquake.

Some 50 countries and corporations have pledged aid -- including $765 million announced by Australia and $680 million from Germany.

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan appealed at an aid summit in the Indonesian capital Jakarta on Thursday for $977 million, covering basic humanitarian needs for an estimated 5 million people in the next six months.

The outpouring of aid reflects the collective anguish of a world horrified by the strongest earthquake in 40 years and the ensuing tsunami that killed an estimated 150,000 people. But it also has diplomatic and economic overtones, the analysts said.

"Overwhelmingly the motivation behind the aid is humanitarian but there are other agendas that both the United States and Australia have, one of which is to improve the image of both countries," said Sidney Jones, Southeast Asia director of the influential International Crisis Group.

Washington's $350 million in aid, a figure that U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell said on Thursday would most likely rise, may help the United States regain some moral authority lost in the eyes of Muslims worldwide during its fighting in Iraq and its war on terrorism, the analysts said.

Much of the money will flow to Muslim-dominated Indonesia, a vast and mostly impoverished resource-rich archipelago whose northern Aceh province suffered almost two-thirds of those killed in the December 26 catastrophe.

Australia also desperately needs an image boost in Indonesia, which often sees Canberra as too closely aligned with the United States and objected to Australia's leading of a U.N. peacekeeping force into Indonesia's former territory East Timor in 1999.

"The U.S. has been seen as a country that is persecuting Muslims in the war on terrorism, while Australia has a legacy to overcome from its East Timor days," said Jones.

POLITICS AND ECONOMICS

Germany, which fears hundreds of its citizens lost their lives in the tsunami while holidaying, made its pledge at a time when Berlin is lobbying Asian governments for a claim to a permanent seat on the U.N. Security Council.

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder has denied any link between the campaign and the aid.

"Politicians being politicians will seize opportunities like this which come maybe once in a lifetime -- in the sense of doing good and also appearing to do good," said Song Seng Wun, a Southeast Asian economist at stockbrokers GK Goh.

"So everybody is tripping over each other to donate aid, and they mean well, but being politicians they will not want to let slip an opportunity like this," he said.

There are other economic considerations. Indonesia, a country of 215 million people, and the fast-growing economies of Thailand, India and Sri Lanka play key roles in the well-oiled global supply chain linking low-cost factories in Asia with markets in the United States and Europe.

Wealthy Asian countries such as Singapore and Japan have invested heavily in Indonesia and, more recently, India.

"You do not want any particular part of Indonesian society being so marginalised that they create a further burden on its own country and potentially on its neighbours as well," said one diplomat in Singapore who declined to be identified. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

The San Francisco

U.S. hopes to win Muslims' hearts 
But aid effort not likely to alter political views in Islamic states

Anna Badkhen, Chronicle Staff Writer
Thursday, January 6, 2005
 

	· 

	


As U.S. troops deliver critical relief supplies to the stunned, grieving survivors of the Indian Ocean tsunami, they are also attempting to bring something else to the devastated region: an image of a kinder, gentler United States. 
The Bush administration is turning its massive aid effort into a crucial weapon in a battle for the hearts and minds of Muslims in southern Asia and in much of the rest of the Muslim world, nudging their sentiments in America's favor. 
"I hope that as a result of our efforts, as a result of our helicopter pilots being seen by the citizens of Indonesia helping them, that value system of ours will be reinforced," Secretary of State Colin Powell said Wednesday before embarking on a helicopter tour of the ravaged island of Sumatra in Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim country and the nation worst hit by the tsunami. 
The scenes of U.S. Marines aiding injured victims and Navy pilots handing out drinking water to the destitute in southern Asia portray the United States at its most benevolent. Still, the effort is unlikely to be enough to turn around negative Muslim feelings toward the United States in much of the rest of the world. 
"What America is doing after the tsunami is widely recognized as positive in the region. In India, in Pakistan, in Indonesia people admire it," said Husain Haqqani, an expert on south Asia and terrorism at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. However, he warned, "gratitude and political views do not always coincide." 
Providing humanitarian aid to the Indian Ocean nations does not address the main point of contention many Muslims have with the United States: Washington's seemingly one-sided support of Israel and the U.S.-led war in Iraq, said James Zogby, president of the Arab-American Institute in Washington. Opinion surveys conducted by Zogby's polling organization, Zogby International, suggest overwhelming anti-American sentiment, even among such Muslim countries as Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Morocco whose governments are considered friendly by Washington. 
"It's not because we're not generous enough, it's because our generosity of spirit has not applied to the issue that's most problematic for them. It's not responsive to why people in the Arab world are furious with America," Zogby said. "The region has its own tsunami." 
An editorial in the Wednesday issue of the Daily Star, Lebanon's English- language newspaper, carried the headline "American trust remains in short supply throughout the region." It offered scathing criticism of the U.S. war in Iraq and in particular its approach to peace negotiations between Palestinians and Israelis. 
"The pattern of American interaction with this region," the editorial declared, "continues to be a troubling one, as ringing promises and lofty goals contrast sharply with military intervention and purely rhetorical support for the rule of law and good governance." 
The editorial made no mention of the U.S. aid effort in southern Asia. 
The English-language Web site for Al-Jazeera (english.aljazeera. net/HomePage) news channel referred to the U.S. aid only in passing, listing Washington as one of the contributors to the international relief drive. Al- Jazeera, whose Arabic-language satellite broadcasts have been criticized as helping to stoke anti-American attitudes in the Middle East, plans to launch a broadcasting service in southern Asia later this year, based in the Malaysian capital of Kuala Lumpur. 
Haqqani said some Arabic-language papers had been publishing reports that the earthquake that caused the tsunami was a result of a nuclear test conducted underwater by the United States. Others, he said, described the U.S. aid effort as a public relations stunt. 
"America-haters in the Muslim world don't spare America anything," he said, adding that the United States would find it difficult to appease the Muslim community "as long as there are groups that are bent on demonizing the 
U.S."
"When somebody has a psychosis that somebody hates you, you can't change that by one gesture -- it takes time," Haqqani said. "But in the long run, all gestures of kindness and friendships deprive (America's foes) of their core argument, which is that the U.S. hates Muslims." 
American efforts have more chance of success in Indonesia and other countries affected by the tsunami, said Douglas Raybeck, a professor of anthropology at Hamilton College in upstate New York who has lived in and researched communities in Southeast Asia. 
A 2003 poll by the Pew Research Center for the People and the Press showed 83 percent of Indonesians viewed the United States unfavorably, up from 60 percent a year earlier. But Raybeck said this sentiment, promoted by some Islamic clerics in Indonesia, is not as deeply rooted as anti-American feelings in the Arab world. 
"The people who are most unhappy with the U.S., the truly conservative Muslims, are still a minority in Indonesia," he said. Most Indonesian Muslims practice moderate forms of Sunni and Shiite Islam and traditionally tend toward religious tolerance. 
Other countries in the region share that view. In Malaysia last spring, moderate politicians swept to power in landslide victories against the fundamentalist opposition in parliamentary and state elections. 
The Bush administration hopes its relief effort will help patch its strained ties with Jakarta in order to enlist its help in the war against international terrorism, which would benefit both countries. Indonesia is home to a secretive terrorist group known as Jemaah Islamiyah, which operates across Southeast Asia. Jemaah Islamiyah has links to al Qaeda and has claimed responsibility for several recent bombings, including one in Bali in 2002 that killed 202 people. 
"The al Qaeda types will want their spin -- they'll want us to be seen as self-interested, using this as a photo-op," Raybeck said. "But in all honesty, most of this effort is toward directing aid, so that's a hard one to make stick. It's going to take time for the U.S. to recapture our credibility, but this will help." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Boston Globe

Some Arabs view US help with suspicion

By Nadia Abou El-Magd, Associated Press  |  January 7, 2005
CAIRO -- Even when America is doing something for Muslims -- in this case, helping mostly Muslim Indonesia and other tsunami-battered nations -- it comes in for criticism in the Middle East, where resentment and suspicion color thinking about the United States.
On the streets of Tehran, technician Dariush Darabian accused Americans of ''talking more than they actually do." Jordanian columnist Aida al-Najjar wrote in the daily Ad-Dustour that America was exploiting ''the suffering of people" to try to improve its image.

In the pages of leading progovernment Egyptian daily Al-Ahram, prominent columnist Salah Montasser scoffed that America's initial allocation of $15 million ''is less than what America spends every minute in its war in Iraq."

The United States later raised its pledge to $350 million and sent Secretary of State Colin L. Powell to one of the worst-hit regions of Indonesia. Powell, speaking in Banda Aceh on Wednesday, said the outpouring of American aid and humanitarian help -- citizens are adding tens of millions in donations to their government's contribution -- could help Muslims see the United States in a better light.

US generosity has been noted by some Muslims, even in unexpected quarters.

''I give them [Americans] credit for helping the tsunami victims," said Hassan al-Aali of Bahrain's National Committee for the Support of Iraqi People, who has organized several protests against the American occupation of Iraq.

''I believe their help is genuinely for humanitarian reasons," Aali said, adding that the United States has no vested interest in the disaster-struck areas because ''there is no oil there."

But Bahraini political analyst Mohammed Almezel said the aid ''can take hold in the minds of Muslims and Arabs only if it was part of a wider move by Washington to insert some balance in its policies that concern the region." [image: image30.png]
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UN or UNEP in the news

UN Says Environment of Indian Ocean Islands Degraded
Chosun Ilbo, South Korea , 7 Jan 05 - The United Nations Thursday warned that pollution and natural disasters are degrading the environments of island nations in the Indian Ocean. U.N. officials said the recent tsunami has made existing environmental problems much worse. 
In four reports released ahead of an international conference on the future of small island nations, the U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP, gives dire warnings for the Maldives, Comoros, Seychelles, and Mauritius. 
UNEP says all the islands face severe freshwater shortages because of factors such as overuse, a disease that affects trees, and the el-Nino current. 
http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/200501/200501070002.html 

Global pledge for warning system
Calcutta Telegraph, India, 7 January 2005 - Jakarta, Dec. 6: World leaders have pledged to set up an early warning system in the Indian Ocean to detect killer tsunami waves.
Delegates at an emergency summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, issued a declaration vowing to work together to help establish the technology that could have saved thousands of lives in last week’s disaster.
…Klaus Toepfer, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director, said: “The issue of an Indian Ocean early warning system for tsunamis must be urgently addressed and we have already been asked by some of the governments in the region to take this forward.
“The cost of such a system is likely to be high, but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned.”
The UNEP said in the wake of the “unprecedented disaster”, several countries in the area, including the Maldives, had asked it to begin working on getting such a system off the ground.
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1050107/asp/foreign/story_4223411.asp 

Small Islands Meeting Scheduled In Mauritius
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand - Friday, 7 January 2005 -  In reports written before the devastating tsunami raced through the Indian Ocean last month, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warns of the toll tidal waves, cyclones and other natural disasters take on the economies of small island nations, especially when accompanied by such man-made devastation as pollution, over-fishing and the discharge of waste into bodies of water. 
UNEP produced the reports on the small island developing states (SIDS) of the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, in the framework of the five-day UN meeting starting Monday in Port Louis, Mauritius.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0501/S00047.htm 

U.S. considers global tsunami warning system
Japan Today, Japan - Friday, January 7, 2005 - WASHINGTON — Congress will consider a $30 million network of buoys, wave gauges and seismic sensors to warn of tsunamis globally, a plan that would build on U.S. and international efforts to avert another catastrophe.
…Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the Kenya-based U.N. Environment Program, said Thursday that setting up a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean is a high priority, especially to protect small island nations. He said several countries were asking for U.N. help to study how to do it.
"Let us hope that this spirit of solidarity with the victims and their families can be carried on beyond this tragedy, so that the existing and emerging environmental threats can also be tackled," Toepfer said.
http://www.japantoday.com/e/?content=news&cat=8&id=324064 



UN plays leading role in efforts: Premier Wen
People's Daily Online, China, 7 January 2005 - Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao stressed Thursday that the United Nations is playing a leading role in the rescue and relief operations in the countries struck by the latest Asian earthquake and ensuing tsunamis. 
During a meeting with UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, Wen noted that under Annan's leadership, the world body has made a strong and rapid reaction to the disaster, a reaction highly appreciated by Chinese government, said Chinese delegation sources. 
http://english.people.com.cn/200501/07/eng20050107_169912.html 

General Environment News
Leaders conclude emergency summit on Tsunami Disaster with calls for stronger cooperation
Channel News Asia, Singapore - By Bharati Jagdish, Radio Singapore International-First broadcast: 6 January 2005
Delegates from 26 nations and groups have concluded in Jakarta, the Special ASEAN Leaders Meeting on the Aftermath of Earthquake and Tsunami with calls for the United Nations to mobilise the international community for stronger coordination and cooperation in relief efforts. 
They have also agreed to put in place a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean. 
More than 4 billion dollars have so far been pledged to help tsunami victims and rebuild the stricken Asian region, with Japan, Britain, the United States, Germany and France also calling for a freeze on debt repayments by tsunami-hit nations.
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/analysis/view/126124/1/.html 
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In Jakarta, Annan launches nearly $1 billion appeal for aid to tsunami victims 

6 January - Spearheading the international effort to bring relief to the victims of last week's devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Thursday launched a $977 million flash appeal for emergency aid – by far the largest ever for a natural disaster and almost three times the previous record. 

“As we grieve for the dead and pray for those still searching for loved ones, we have a duty to the survivors,” Mr. Annan told a meeting of world leaders in Jakarta, Indonesia, calling for a concerted effort to prevent a second wave of death from preventable causes due to polluted water, and a third wave of despair where people cannot recover their livelihoods, homes or communities. 

“Although we were powerless to stop the tsunami, together we do have the power to stop those next waves,” he declared of the disaster that killed more than 150,000 people in a dozen countries, injured 500,000 more and left up to 5 million lacking basic services. 

The appeal covers a six-month period for the humanitarian emergency needs of an estimated 5 million people in Indonesia, the Maldives, Sri Lanka, the Seychelles and Somalia. The previous highest flash appeal for a natural disaster was $350 million for the earthquake in Bam, Iran, a year ago, although the largest ever was $1.6 billion for Iraq following the 2003 war. 

The sum is much less than the overall pledges of aid to both the UN and other organizations, for both immediate and longer-term operations such as reconstruction, which have already reached between $3 billion and $4 billion, and Mr. Annan noted that the appeal provides for a focused set of programmes that can start now. 

“They must set the stage for efforts in the longer term, as we move from saving lives to recovery and reconstruction,” he said. 

Sectors covered for the next six months include $229 million for food and agriculture, $172 million for health care, $61 million for water and sanitation, $222 million for shelter and other urgent non-food items, and $110 million for the early restoration of livelihoods. 

Mr. Annan stressed that this is the largest natural disaster the UN has had to respond in its 60 years of existence. He noted the daunting logistical constraints but said they were not insurmountable. “It is a race against time, but together with the host Governments, we are overcoming them,” he added. “Every hour, we are seeing more goods reaching those in need.” 

He praised cases of individual generosity. “Consider the six-year-old boy in Shenyang, China, who donated his life savings of $22,” he said. 

“The past eleven days have been among the darkest in our lifetime,” he declared. “But they have also allowed us to see a new kind of light. We have seen the world coming together. We have seen a response based not on our differences, but on what unites us. We have seen an opportunity to heal old wounds and long-running conflicts. 

“We have seen everyone pull together – North and South, East and West, Governments and citizens, the media and the military, business and religious leaders, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and international institutions. 

“Let us now show that we are committed for as long as it takes,” he said. 

UN’s tsunami relief appeal looks at needs both massive and modest 

6 January - The nearly $1 billion United Nations flash appeal that Secretary-General Kofi Annan launched today for the survivors of the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami ranges from the massive cost of feeding 2 million people for the next six months to relatively more modest pin-point goals such as replacing lost fishing boats. 

At the top end is $256 million sought by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) – $185 million to provide crucial assistance for 2 million people and $71 million to boost logistics, transport and communications for the entire humanitarian community in view of the huge difficulties of reaching remote areas in a region where the infrastructure has been destroyed. 

“This is more than just a disaster for those countries directly concerned, it is a truly global disaster,” WFP Executive Director James Morris said in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta where Mr. Annan launched the overall $977 million appeal – the largest ever by the UN for a natural disaster. 

At the lower end the UN Food and Agriculture (FAO) is seeking $26 million to finance emergency rehabilitation projects over the next six months for farmers and fishermen, such as replacing lost boats and fishing gear or repairing damaged installations. 

“To enable both their rehabilitation and livelihoods, the best assistance we can offer them is an early opportunity to repair their boats and their fishing nets,” Mr. Annan told a news conference after launching the appeal. “If we give them quick financial support, building materials and other resources, they will make their own recovery.” 

The Chief of FAO’s Emergency Operations Service, Fernanda Guerrieri, warned that over the long run the costs would be much higher. 

And the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) is requesting $28 million to help meet urgent health, hygiene and protection needs for women and youth in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the Maldives, the three countries hardest hit by the catastrophic tsunami. Targeted goals include medicines and supplies to enable pregnant women to deliver safely, emergency obstetric care, and hygiene kits including soap, washcloths and sanitary napkins for tens of thousands of women. 

 Enormous problems still persist for tsunami relief operations in Indonesia - UN 

6 January - While relief operations after last week's devastating Indian Ocean tsunami are making "phenomenal progress" in areas that can be reached, "enormous problems" still persist in Indonesia, the top United Nations emergency coordinator said today. 

"We are doing an enormous job already, we already have hundreds of people working," Under-Secretary-General Jan Egeland told a news briefing in New York of the overall UN role as coordinator of the massive international relief effort. "But we need to build up more, and we can and we will build up more, and dramatically so in the next few days." 

Speaking on the same day that Secretary-General Kofi Annan launched a flash appeal for nearly $1 billion, Mr. Egeland also said local and national authorities must clamp down on the as yet few cases of "totally horrendous attempts" to traffic in child survivors of the disaster to prevent it becoming a "big problem." 

Turning to the Indonesian provinces of Aceh and Sumatra, the region most ravaged by the tsunami, he said: "Big progress is being made by the day, we are reaching many more people today than we did yesterday, we are reaching them also with many more services in terms of water, food, shelter, health care. But we are having enormous problems still, and these problems will remain. This is the road-less, this is the communications-less part of the areas affected." 

The remoteness and lack or destruction of infrastructure has impeded speedy access there to the relief operations that moved into top gear in other devastated zones of the dozen countries affected, such as Sri Lanka, India, Thailand, the Maldives and Somalia. There, either the national authorities or the international community made "phenomenal progress" in covering the basic needs of the millions of victims, he said. 

Regarding the toll in Aceh and Sumatra, he said he did not think "we are even close to having any figures of how many people died, how many people are missing and how many people are severely affected." 

Estimates of the tsunami's overall toll put the death toll at 150,000 and climbing, with nearly 100,000 of them so far in Indonesia. More than half a million people are believed to have been injured and up to 5 millions are classified as lacking basic services. 

Mr. Egeland also stressed the overall psychological trauma left by the devastation which will be less easy to heal that the immediate relief needs. 

"We will, except for Sumatra and Aceh, be able soon to reach nearly all with the blanket and the tent and the food and the water and the sanitation that they so desperately need," he said. "What we will not have done is to heal the mental scars. I've seen so many times that there is some kind of complacency that we believe that if they get the life-saving assistance we have sort of solved the job. We are not even close to solving the job at that point. 

"These people have lost everything. They've lost their children, they've lost their spouses, they've lost their local community, they've lost their house, they've lost their school, they've lost their livelihood. It is when we have rebuilt that that we can be perhaps a little bit more relieved and think that we have done a job as we should complete our job," he added. 

Asked about reports of child smugglers preying on the survivors for sex trafficking, Mr. Egeland said colleagues from the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and others had already confirmed some few cases of "totally horrendous attempts to do trafficking in children. 

"Of course it's not a big problem yet because it's so early on," he added. "It could become a big problem and we have to stop it now. So a lot is done now to monitor and survey and tell everybody national, local authorities that they have to be very vigilant and there are many orphans and there are very many vulnerable children, very many vulnerable women." 

Mr. Egeland also reiterated his appeal to the global community not to forget the many other humanitarian crises in the world. "As the situation evolves, I'm getting increasingly satisfied with how the world is responding to the tsunami victims and I'm getting increasingly nervous for all the forgotten and neglected emergencies." 

He said that perhaps the worst situation was in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) where, outside the tsunami area, most people now die "from neglect and lack of attention and lack of presence" of the international community. 

"There are as many nameless victims in the eastern Congo and in Darfur in western Sudan in a year as there may be in the tsunami-stricken societies," he added. "And I hope the world will be equally compassionate with those defenceless victims." 

Ahead of small islands meeting in Mauritius, UN points to environmental risks 

6 January - In reports written before the devastating tsunami raced through the Indian Ocean last month, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warns of the toll tidal waves, cyclones and other natural disasters take on the economies of small island nations, especially when accompanied by such man-made devastation as pollution, over-fishing and the discharge of waste into bodies of water. 

UNEP produced the reports on the small island developing states (SIDS) of the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, in the framework of the five-day UN meeting starting Monday in Port Louis, Mauritius. 

The meeting will review the progress made since a similar conference in 1995 in Barbados lay down a programme of action to tackle the particular problems these countries face. 

"Many of these islands are low-lying, making them vulnerable to rising sea levels, storm surges and dramatic weather events like the Indian Ocean tsunami. Climate change, with its anticipated increase in extreme weather events and rising sea levels, is set to aggravate the problem," UNEP says. 

All too often the islands are remote from other countries and their small and fragile economies are based on tourism and a low number of exports, it says. On the other hand, they now depend heavily on imports, including buying fossil fuel, and have limited access to natural resources, including land and water. 

Population growth "has exceeded the carrying capacity of some islands," while others, despite abundant rainfall, lack the means to store water and now face shortages, UNEP says. 

After the needs of the tsunami sufferers have been met, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer says, attention must turn to "precious and economically important habitats such as coral reefs and mangroves, as well as facilities such as chemical plants." 

Healthy coral reefs and mangroves are said to help limit the coastal impact of some tsunamis. 

The SIDS meeting comes at a time when Indian Ocean islands have suffered extraordinary damage from the 26 December tsunami. The Seychelles' coral reefs that were just recovering from dangerous bleaching in 1998 have suffered again, UNEP says. 

"Juvenile fish death was high as these were thrown onto dry land by the tsunami. Some mangrove ecosystems were also affected," it says, quoting Seychelles government assessments. 

In regional reports, UNEP noted that shipping in the Caribbean is causing major pollution, made worse by "the presence of major oil producing and exporting countries within the wider Caribbean, such as Colombia, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States and Venezuela" and the growing cruise ship industry. 

"It is estimated that a typical cruise ship with 3,000 passengers generates each day between 400 and 1,200 cubic metres of watery waste, including drainage from dishwashers, laundry, showers and washbasins, along with grease, medical and dental waste," the report says. 

In a significant natural disaster in the region, the damage Grenada suffered from Hurricane Ivan last September totalled $3 billion, a figure far exceeding its annual gross domestic product (GDP). 

In the Pacific, "unsustainable exploitation of fish is universal throughout the region," UNEP says, citing such contributing factors as lack of regulation of subsistence fishing, which amounts to over 90 per cent of the catch in some countries, and Western-style fisheries management in others. 

Because of over-fishing, the catch has declined sharply in some countries and has led to a deterioration in the health of island residents who have been eating less nutritious imported foods - mutton flaps, turkey tails, corned beef and canned fish. 

In some islands, the discharge of sewage and agricultural waste into bodies of water has increased the growth of toxic algal blooms, which are being ingested by shellfish and fish and resulting in ciguatera poisoning, with its symptoms of diarrhoea, nausea and gastrointestinal pains. 

In both the Atlantic and Indian Ocean regions, container waste has emerged as a "massive new threat," with carelessly discarded containers holding stagnant water, which is a breeding-ground for disease-carrying insects, UNEP says. 

Free and fair elections crucial to Central African Republic's future, Security Council says 

6 January - Voicing support for the recent steps taken by the Central African Republic (CAR) in its gradual political transition after years of instability and violence, the Security Council said today it was essential that the country's general elections scheduled for next month are free, transparent and democratic. 

After Gen. Lamine Cissé, the Secretary-General's Representative for the CAR, gave a briefing on the latest developments, the Council's President for January, Ambassador César Mayoral of Argentina, issued a press statement saying the 15 members were satisfied that the CAR was moving towards restoring the rule of law and constitutional legality. 

Last month voters in the CAR approved a new draft constitution to take effect this year, and presidential and parliamentary elections are slated to be staged on 13 February. 

The press statement stressed that "all necessary steps" must be taken to ensure the elections proceed smoothly or otherwise the CAR's institutions would be unable to function normally. It added that international donors must help fund the polls as well as meet the impoverished country's basic humanitarian needs. 

Council members said they "took note of the difficulties" caused by the decision last week of the CAR's transitional constitutional court to declare some presidential candidates ineligible for the elections. But they also welcomed the move by Gen. Francois Bozizé, the Head of State, to accept three candidatures that had been excluded by the court. 

Last month, in his regular report to the Council on the work of the UN Peace-building Office in the CAR (known by its French acronym BONUCA), Secretary-General Kofi Annan said the political and economic fortunes of the nation were gradually improving but human rights abuses continued and the political transition remained fragile. 

BONUCA has been in operation since February 2000, when it replaced a UN peacekeeping mission. Since it began work there has been a series of rebellions, coups and attempted coups, culminating in the overthrowing of the regime of Ange Félix Patassé by Gen. Bozizé in March 2003. 

DR of Congo moves steadily towards elections in 2005 but challenges are formidable - UN 

6 January - While Rwanda's concerns about its genocidal citizens hiding in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) are understandable, Rwanda and the DRC's other neighbours are not promoting the conditions needed to bring peace to the country's troubled eastern region, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says. 

In his 16th report to the UN Security Council on the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), Mr. Annan adds that within the country human rights violations are deeply disturbing and reform of the security sector "remains daunting." 

"The Rwandan armed-group presence in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo is both a threat to the security of the Rwandan population in border areas and the local civilian Congolese population and a long-term irritant in relations between the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda. It also exacerbates the strained relations among various ethnic groups and armed elements in the Kivus," he says. 

The eastern provinces are Ituri, North Kivu and South Kivu. 

Rwanda could only benefit from the DRC Government's extension of its authority throughout its territory, he says. 

"In the spirit of reconciliation, I urge full cooperation between these Governments to ensure that peace is restored to the eastern Democratic of the Congo. I also call on Uganda to play a positive role in assisting the Transitional Government in extending its authority throughout Ituri." 

From September to mid-December, "the MONUC Ituri Brigade sustained 40 incidents of direct fire from armed militias in various locations," it says. 

Mr. Annan welcomes the addition of 5,900 peacekeepers to MONUC, but notes that the number is less than half of what would be required to ensure free and fair elections in 2005. 

Meanwhile, installing transparent and legitimate local governments in many areas of the country "has been hindered by the lack of infrastructure, the irregular payment of salaries of civil servants and the illegal exploitation of natural resources," he writes. 

The Transitional Government has not responded to a number of MONUC requests to conduct transparent and independent investigations into killings or human rights violations and, indeed, had failed even to condemn rights violations, Mr. Annan says. 

No action has been taken against Thomas Lubanga of the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), even though the group kidnapped a MONUC soldier and regularly issues death threats against UN peacekeepers. 

The Government had not looked into the "indiscriminate killing" last October of more than 70 people by the national army, FARDC, as it took back the town of Kilwa, near the Zambian border, from the Revolutionary Movement for the Liberation of Katanga. 

Though the military trial of nearly two dozen soldiers accused of crimes against humanity for their activities in 2002 in Ankoro, south of Lubumbashi, had re-opened, the Ministry for Human Rights "had been frustrated in its attempts" to seek justice for 100 women and children raped by a FADRC battalion in two villages of Equateur Province in December 2003. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission, mandated under the Global and All-Inclusive Agreement, has not been fully constituted and most prisoners are denied food and medical attention. 

In preparing for the elections, MONUC has organized seminars, workshops and training sessions on the human rights implications of sexual violence, justice administration and women's participation in the elections. 

Despite the good work of thousands of UN employees in helping the Congolese restore peace to their country, eight out of 72 allegations of sexual exploitation by UN troops in Bunia last year have been corroborated. Most involve soliciting prostitutes, a violation of the UN peacekeepers' code of conduct, the report notes. 

"I am afraid there is clear evidence that acts of gross misconduct have taken place. This is a shameful thing for the United Nations to have to say and I am outraged by it," Mr Annan says. 

Iraq's neighbours call for UN to play central role in supporting its political transition 

6 January - Urging all sections of Iraqi society to participate in their country's upcoming elections, the foreign ministers of Iraq's neighbours concluded a meeting today in Amman, the Jordanian capital, by stressing the importance of the United Nations in supporting the political process there. 

In a statement released after the one-day conference on the situation in Iraq, the officials also voiced thanks to the UN for its work so far in promoting national dialogue and consensus-building ahead of the elections - slated for 30 January - and the drafting of a new constitution. 

Ashraf Qazi, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Iraq, told the meeting that the UN will continue to do whatever it can to support Iraq during the nation's political transition. 

Earlier, Mr. Qazi held separate bilateral talks with the foreign ministers of Egypt, Kuwait and Turkey, and with the head of Iran's delegation to the conference. 

UN to check Iranian military site allegedly linked to nuclear weapons testing 

6 January - The United Nations atomic watchdog agency will be sending inspectors in the coming days to the Parchin military site in Iran, following allegations that it was linked to nuclear weapons testing. 

The Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) announced today that Iran agreed to its request for access to the site, where the inspectors will take environmental samples to determine whether nuclear activity has taken place there. 

It is the latest act in a saga that began nearly two years ago when it became clear that Iran had for many years concealed its nuclear activities in breach of its legal obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

IAEA said Tehran had agreed to the request for access on the basis of transparency following the allegations. 

In November the IAEA's Board of Governors welcomed Iran's decision to suspend all uranium enrichment activities and called on it to grant the access needed to provide "credible assurances" that is has not engaged in any undeclared nuclear activities. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
6 January 2005

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Tsunami Update – Egeland
Starting the briefing for us today is Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, here to give us our daily update on the tsunami assistance.

Over to you, sir.

[Covered separately.]

We will conduct the daily noon briefing immediately after Mr. Egeland leaves the room.

**Secretary-General Launches Tsunami Appeal
Good afternoon.

I am not going to go too much into detail on the tsunami round-up.  You can read it in the highlights of the briefing later since we’ve just had a lengthy briefing by Jan Egeland.

But just to let you know that the Secretary-General, at his press conference in Jakarta at midday after he launched the flash appeal, urged the international community to “stay with us for the longer term”.

He said he would encourage an early warning system for South Asia and pledged to work for its establishment.

He also held a number of bilateral meetings with the leaders of 10 countries in the margins of that meeting.  And the recurrent themes in these meetings were the coordination efforts for the victims of the tsunami, elections in Iraq and UN reform.

The text of his as-delivered text of the Secretary-General’s statement, as well as copies of his press conference transcript, are available upstairs, as are a number of press releases from the various UN agencies on their part of the flash appeal that was just launched.

**Security Council
And here in New York, the Security Council is holding consultations on the Central African Republic this morning, and the Secretary-General’s Representative, General Lamine Cissé, briefed the Council on the Secretary-General’s report on that country.

In that report, the Secretary-General says that the general situation in the Central African Republic is gradually improving in spite of well-known shortcomings in governance and human rights.  In the political field, the situation is developing under acceptable conditions, as was evident in the successful holding of a constitutional referendum last month.

We expect the Security Council President to read a press statement on the Central African Republic following this morning’s consultations.

Then this afternoon, at 3, the Council will hold consultations on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  It will be briefed on the latest report on the UN Mission in that country by the head of that mission, Special Representative William Swing.

**DRC/SG Report
The report, which I just mentioned, is out today on the Web site.  And in it, the Secretary-General calls for the governments of the DRC and Rwanda to work together to restore peace in the eastern part of that country -- that’s the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

He adds that the DRC’s neighbours have yet to provide the support necessary to establish peaceful conditions in the country’s east.

He also notes that the human rights situation remains deeply disturbing, and that the difficulties encountered in reforming the DRC’s security sector remain daunting.

And to remind you, tomorrow, William Swing, the Special Representative, together with Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, will join us here to brief you on the latest developments in the DRC at the noon briefing.

We will also have our daily update on the tsunami as well.

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi meanwhile, today represented the United Nations at the Conference of Foreign Ministers of Iraq’s Neighbouring Countries, which ended in Amman, Jordan, with a call for all segments of the Iraqi people to participate in the upcoming elections.

The conference, in its final statement, also recognized the leading role of the United Nations in supporting the political process in Iraq and expressed appreciation for its role in promoting national dialogue and consensus building regarding the constitution that is to be decided by the people of Iraq in 2005.

In an address to the conference, Qazi reiterated the readiness of the United Nations to continue to support the Iraqis during the transitional process and to do whatever possible to help Iraq.

Earlier in the day, Qazi held bilateral talks with senior officials from neighbouring countries participating in the Conference, meeting with the Foreign Ministers of Kuwait and Turkey and the head of Iran’s delegation to the Conference.

Talks focused on the situation in Iraq and efforts made to advance the political process, as well as the role the United Nations is playing in this regard.

**Iran
And the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) reported that it will be sending inspectors in the coming days to the Parchin military site in Iran.  The inspectors will take environmental samples, to determine whether nuclear activity has taken place there.

Iran agreed to the Agency’s request for access to the site, on the basis of transparency, following allegations that the site was linked to nuclear weapons testing.

**SmallIslands Conference
And finally, we have two press releases regarding the upcoming conference on the small island developing States taking place in Mauritius from 10 to 14 January.

And that’s all I have for you.

And if you have any questions for me, I’ll take them.  If not, have a good afternoon.

* *** *



	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News








Press Association - HEADLINE: TSUNAMI EARLY WARNING SYSTEM PLEDGED


AP - U.S. Aims to Form Tsunami Warning System


AP - Mauritius forum to discuss early tsunami warning system


Kyodo News - Mauritius forum to discuss early tsunami warning system


BBC - 'Beware tsunamis and climate': UN


Washington Post - Hill eyes tsunami warning system


The Nation (Nairobi) - UNEP: Early Warning System Needed


The Telegraph - Global pledge for warning system


ENS - Small Island Developing States Vulnerable to Disasters


All Africa - Natural and Man-made Disasters Threaten Stability of Small Islands


VOA - UN Says Environment of Indian Ocean Islands Degraded


BBC - Small islands weigh their chances


The Telegraph - Tsunami early warning system pledged


The Scotsman - Tsunami Early Warning System Pledged


UN News Centre - Ahead of small islands meeting in Mauritius, UN points to environmental risks


Scoop - Small Islands Meeting Scheduled In Mauritius


Chosun News - UN Says Environment of Indian Ocean Islands Degraded


Politinfo – Germany -UN Says Environment of Indian Ocean Islands Degraded


The E.A. Standard - Disaster Cost Seychelles Economy Sh2.3b, Says UN


A2gay UK - Ahead Of Small Islands Meeting In Mauritius, UN Points To Environmential Risks


Nature News - UN surveys ecological ravages of tsunami


The Telegraph (Calcutta) - Global pledge for warning system


PA News - Tsunami Early Warning System Pledged


IPS - Region Unprepared for Eventual Tsunami Threat


All American Patriots - Nations Assess Tsunami-Linked Environmental Damage











Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

