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Other Environment-related News


· The Guardian - Climate change may treble claims
· 
 

· Sunday Standard (Kenya) - 
Environment report raises red alert for Kenya

· BBC - Europe's energy use still rising 

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   June 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  June 2004
The Jakarta Post 

7 June 2004

'There is karma between human and environment' 
The World Environment Day was commemorated on June 5 and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) picked "Wanted! Seas and Oceans -- Dead or Alive?" as its theme. In conjunction with the commemoration, The Jakarta Post talked to some residents on their opinion about the environment in the city, particularly the worsening pollution in the air and the sea.

Didiek, 29, is a security officer at Koja Hospital in North Jakarta. He lives at nearby Rawa Badak district with his wife: 

I believe there is karma in human-environment relationships. If we take care of the environment properly, our lives will be fine. But if we treat the environment unfairly, by destroying it or polluting it, then it's our own fault if our lives turn out miserable. 

Look what happens in and around our forests after we excessively cut down trees there, the land is barren. Droughts and floods will hit the land, while pests will also proliferate. 

The same thing happens when we litter and pollute the environment: Diseases and side-effects will eventually occur. 

We have actually been told by our ancestors and also our religion how to keep our environment nice and clean, but I don't know why we keep ignoring it. Maybe it is because we are now living in such a fast-paced, modern world. 

Patrisia, 28, is a researcher in a survey company in Central Jakarta. She lives in a boarding house in Karet, Central Jakarta: 

For me, the environmental issues always relate to garbage problems and air pollution in Jakarta. 

We should be more concerned about treating waste and reducing air pollution. We see that Jakartans still litter in any place they want. 

The city administration should take stronger action against public buses for the pollution they cause. The old public transportation vehicles are the main source of air pollution in the capital. 

I think those two issues are the most urgent and must be handled by the administration, even before we discuss how to "regreen" the city. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Ocean Health in the Spotlight on World Environment Day 

NEW YORK, New York, June 4, 2004 (ENS) - "The marine environment is facing challenges that, if not addressed immediately and effectively, will have profound implications for sustainable development," warned United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan as the world prepares to mark World Environment Day 2004 on Saturday. "Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?" is the theme of this year's activities. 

World Environment Day, commemorated each year on June 5 is one of the main methods the United Nations uses to stimulate worldwide awareness of the environment and enhance political attention and action. 

The central international celebrations of World Environment Day 2004 will be held in Barcelona, Spain in close collaboration with the Universal Forum of Cultures. The message this year is that society can no longer view the world's seas as a convenient dumping ground for our waste, or as an unlimited source of plenty. 

[image: image11.jpg]


UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan (Photo courtesy UN)
"The world's seas and oceans are becoming increasingly tainted by untreated waste water, airborne pollution, industrial effluent and silt from inadequately managed watersheds," Annan said in his World Environment Day message. "Nitrogen overload from fertilizers is creating a growing number of oxygen-starved "dead zones" in coastal waters across the globe." 

"Marine litter is killing up to a million seabirds and 100,000 sea mammals and turtles each year," he said. 

"Moreover, despite the growing reach and intensity of commercial fishing operations, total global fish catch is declining. Nearly three quarters of world fish stocks are being harvested faster than they can reproduce." 

"With more than 40 percent of the human population already living within 60 kilometers (40 miles) of a coast, and the proportion growing, these problems are likely only to increase," predicted Annan. 

New research released for World Environment Day shows that cold-water corals, that live deeper under the seas than the better known warm-water tropical corals, are far more widespread and numerous than had previously been thought. 

They are threatened by deep-water fisheries like the orange roughy fishery, and also by impacts from oil and gas exploration and production, the laying of cables and telecommunications links and waste disposal. 

Researchers, using the latest submersible technologies, are now discovering cold-water coral reefs in many of the world's seas and oceans, including the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean. 

Some, as the various individual reefs on the continental shelfs of the East Atlantic stretching from Norway as far south as West Africa, are when combined far bigger than more famous tropical ones such as Australia's Great Barrier Reef. 

The full report, "Cold-Water Coral Reefs: Out of Sight- No Longer Out of Mind," will be published at an International Coral Reef Initiative meeting in Okinawa, Japan July 3 and 4 following the 10th International Coral Reef Symposium which opens on June 28. 

Cold-water corals grow slowly - only a tenth of the growth rate of warm-water corals - and build fragile lacey structures, which are particularly vulnerable to impacts from heavy deep-sea fishing gear. Some reefs in the East Atlantic have already been destroyed, and most others show scars from trawling. 

"There is an urgent need for concerted action, on land and sea, at the national, regional and international levels," the UN secretary-general said, but the many treaties and action plans that already exist "are not being sufficiently implemented and enforced." 
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Dolphins leap in concert in the Gulf of Mexico. (Photo by Grady Tuell courtesy NOAA)
Less than two years ago, at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, governments committed to time-bound goals to end unsustainable fishing practices, restore depleted fish stocks, establish a regular global assessment of the marine environment, and create a representative network of marine protected areas. "This last goal, to be achieved by 2012, is particularly important," Annan said. 

At the most .5 percent of marine habitats are protected. By comparison 11.5 percent of the global land area is protected. 

Studies show that protecting critical marine habitats, such as warm and cold water coral reefs, seagrass beds and mangroves, can dramatically increase fish size and quantity, with obvious benefits to large-scale commercial as well as local fisheries, Annan pointed out. 

"On this World Environment Day," declared Annan, "I urge governments, businesses and individuals everywhere to show renewed respect for the seas and oceans from whence all life on earth originated. Let us all do our utmost to ensure that the world's most prolific natural resource is protected and sustainably managed for generations to come." 

The secretary-general's message is echoed in two new books published this week by United Nations University Press. 

Edited by Professors Norichika Kanie and Peter M. Haas, "Emerging Forces in Environmental Governance," makes the point that the numerous actors on the international environmental field need coordination by a new Global Environmental Organization. 

The book says the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) is overstretched, with a large mandate but relatively little funding and personnel. It recommends that UNEP focus on science and coordination of scientific activities throughout the UN system, overseeing the monitoring of environmental conditions, and providing authoritative information to the international community. 

A new Global Environmental Organization would create and utilize a World Environment Court, a UN Environmental Security Council with binding enforcement powers, and expansion of the UN Security Council mandate to include environmental security. 

The UN Security Council can already act in cases of armed conflict which arise because of environmental or resource depletion, but it is unclear whether it does or should have the mandate to act, for example, when there are environmental threats to peace and stability. 

The book says the new global environmental institution would help consolidate and coordinate environmental policy research, technology databases, and information clearing-houses, conduct training, and centralize the secretariats that administer global environmental agreements. 
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The General Assembly of the United Nations at New York Headquarters (Photo courtesy UN)
A Global Environmental Organization could serve as a legal advocate for environmental protection and regulations to counterbalance the WTO by collecting a roster of international environmental lawyers to participate in World Trade Organization panels. 

Also called for is the creation of an international High Commissioner for the Environment and an NGO watchdog to monitor state and industry compliance with multilateral environmental treaties, similar to Amnesty International. 

Authors of a second book issued by United Nations University Press explore like themes, including the need for improving compliance with and enforcement of international environmental laws. 

"Reforming International Environmental Governance: From Institutional Limits to Innovative Solutions," edited by W. Bradnee Chambers and Jessica F. Green, says environmental conditions worldwide are worsening despite a proliferation of treaties and organizations. 

Chambers says the book aims at fundamental questions about how institutions can most effectively address global environmental problems. 

"Even though governments have complained a lot about the problem, they have offered no solutions except the status quo," he says. "The basic question to ask ourselves is why, after witnessing a proliferation of international organizations, hundreds of treaties, new agencies and new environmental programmes in every relevant UN organization, nevertheless we see the environment getting worse, not better." 

The agenda of World Environment Day, says UNEP, is to give a human face to environmental issues; empower people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development; promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards environmental issues; and advocate partnership which will ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future. 

World Environment Day is a people's event with street rallies, bicycle parades, green concerts, essays and poster competitions in schools, tree planting, as well as recycling and cleanup campaigns. 

For a partial list of Saturday's activities log on to: http://www.unep.org/wed/2004/Around_the_World/index.asp 
________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times (London)

June 5, 2004, Saturday

Deep trawling threatens newly discovered corals

BYLINE: Mark Henderson, Science Correspondent

BODY:
COLD-WATER corals are much more widespread and critical to ocean life than has generally been thought, but up to half of them are seriously threatened by deep-sea trawling, a report has found.

The reefs, which live at the cool temperatures found in higher latitudes or deep waters, are so abundant that those already known to science may account for as little as 5 per cent of the world's total, according to the study from the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep).

The corals' fragile structure and slow growth rates have left them vulnerable to damage from deep-sea fishing and many of the best-studied reefs in the North Atlantic have already been destroyed. 

Research suggests that between 30 and 50 per cent of coldwater reefs are under threat from irresponsible fishing. Oil and gas exploration, cable-laying and waste disposal are causing further damage.

International agreements to restrict deep trawling in vulnerable regions are essential if the reefs' vital role as breeding grounds for dozens of species of fish is to be preserved, the Unep report concludes.

Cold-water corals, usually found in waters between 4C (39.2F) and 13C (55.4F) and at depths of between 200 and 1,000 metres, were once considered to be rare and confined to the waters of the North Atlantic off Britain, Ireland, Norway and Canada.

Recent research, however, has established that the reefs thrive all over the world, even in tropical areas where they grow in the cold water at depths of up to 6,300 metres.

The Unep report, which combines data from dozens of surveys, shows that cold water corals can be found off the coasts of more than 40 countries, including Ecuador, Mexico, Guyana, Madagascar, Angola and the Seychelles.

Professor Andre Freiwald of the University of ErlangenNuremberg in Germany, who led the study, said the extent of the world's cold-water reefs had been underestimated. "It is quite realistic to think that only 5 per cent have so far been discovered," he said.

"Ten years ago, these were thought of as oddities on the sea floor of the North Atlantic. Now they can be seen stretching from Norway to Mauritania, in the southern hemisphere and even in the tropics."

While there are more than 700 species of warm-water coral, cold-water reefs are dominated by just six species. These grow slowly, at about a tenth of the rate of warm- water corals, making them slow to recover from damage.

"In most cases the major impact is from trawlers," Professor Freiwald said.

"Before the 1980s, no trawler went deeper than 800 metres, leaving many of the reefs untouched. Now they go to 1,500 metres."

Many of the fish species that live around the reefs are also vulnerable to habitat destruction, as they have lower reproductive rates than fish that live in shallower waters. Species that rely on cold-water corals include the orange roughey, blue ling, roundnose grenadier and black scabbardfish.
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The Independent (U.K.)

Cold-water coral put at risk by deep-sea fishing

By Steve Connor Science Editor

05 June 2004

Cold-water corals are far more widespread than previously imagined but their numbers are already threatened by the rise of deep-sea fishing.

Until recently, it was thought cold-water corals - which live in almost complete darkness at depths of up to 10,000ft - were largely confined to northern waters off Canada, Scandinavia and the British Isles. However, a study by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) has found they can also thrive in warmer seas off the coasts of more than 40 countries from Spain to Surinam.

Unlike their tropical cousins, the cold-water corals do not need sunlight to survive and feed solely on floating microscopic food, such as plankton.

Cold-water corals usually do best in water ranging in temperature from 4C to 13C and at depths of between 650ft and 3,000ft. But they can also live in water as shallow as 130ft and as deep at 20,000ft.

A diverse range of sea creatures depend on cold-water corals for their survival - and the destruction of these deep reefs by bottom-dredging trawlers is a serious issue, said the study's author Professor Andre Freiwald of the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg in Germany. "We are finding not only new species of corals and cold-water corals in new locations but associated organisms such as snails and clams that were believed by palaeontologists to have become extinct two million years ago," Professor Freiwald said. "That was a surprise and we expect many of these surprises in the future as we undertake more scientific missions," he said.

The World Conservation Union said that the development of new fishing technologies for deep-sea fishing - such as bottom trawl fishing using heavy chains, nets and steel plates - was the single greatest threat to deep-sea environments such as cold-water coral reefs.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of Unep, said that the effort to conserve tropical corals such as the Great Barrier Reef off eastern Australia should be extended to include their cold-water cousins.

"We are only beginning to understand where these life forms are and what their role is in, for example, replenishing deep-sea fish stocks and nurturing other marine living organisms," Mr Toepfer said.

"Cold-water corals may also harbour important compounds and substances that could be the source of new drugs or novel industrial products," he said. "All these benefits could be lost if we mismanage this newly emerging resource ... So it is incumbent upon us to not only better manage deep-sea fisheries but all fisheries so that there is less pressure on the deep and shallow parts of the seas," he added.

Some cold water coral reefs, such as those that stretch along the continental shelves of the east Atlantic from Norway to West Africa are, when combined, bigger than the Great Barrier Reef.

The survey has found substantial cold-water reefs in the Seychelles of the Indian Ocean, the Galapagos Islands of the equatorial Pacific Ocean, as well as reefs off Brazil, Indonesia and Angola.

Although cold-water corals grow at about a tenth of the rate of warm-water corals, they can form fragile lace-work structures, which are particularly vulnerable to damage by trawling.

Some countries, notably Britain, Norway, Ireland and America, already have legislation protecting cold-water corals in their territorial waters. However Unep would like to extend protection into international waters as part of designated marine nature reserves.

Mr Toepfer said: "The discovery that cold-water corals are more numerous and more widespread than thought highlights how the natural world remains full of surprises." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Independent on Line

Death of corals will be lost opportunity

By Emma Graham-Harrison

The United Nations sounded the alarm over the health of the world's oceans on Friday, warning that aggressive fishing threatens little-understood corals that may hold the key to new medicines.

Oil exploration, waste dumping and telecommunications cables pose further risks to mysterious cold-water corals, according to a report released before World Environment Day on Saturday which this year focuses on risks to marine life.

The corals, cousins of the creatures that build more famous tropical reefs, live in sunless waters up to six kilometres deep but are seriously threatened by deep sea fishing, the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) said in its report.



	'The biggest threat to both cold and warm-water corals is coming from unsustainable fishing'


Particularly damaging is bottom trawling, which involves pulling huge weighted nets behind ships. The nets drag along the sea floor scooping up all the marine life in their way - from valuable fish to inedible species and delicate corals. 

"Arguably the biggest threat to both cold and warm-water corals is coming from unsustainable fishing," Unep head Klaus Toepfer said in a statement.

"We are only beginning to understand where (cold-water corals) are and what their role is. (They) may also harbour important compounds and substances that could be the source of new drugs," he added.

Environmentalists trying to persuade governments to cut back on fishing to protect reefs and precarious fish stocks are up against a formidable enemy - a voracious international appetite for seafood.

From sushi in Tokyo to fish and chips on Britain's beaches, consumer demand drives a massive market - worth an estimated $75-billion a year - and also supports jobs in coastal areas of many countries where other employment options can be limited.

Fishing of more usual commercial species is depleting stocks at an alarming rate. According to the UN, over 70 percent of the world's commercially important fish stocks are over-exploited, depleted, fully fished or slowly recovering.

But tumbling numbers of traditional favourites like cod only encourage some fishermen to turn to more exotic deep sea options like orange roughey or blue ling.

The fate of these fishes is intimately tied to that of the slow-growing cold-water corals they live in and around, and it can be hard to catch them without damaging or destroying the reefs.

Some of the delicate, lace-like structures date back up to 8 000 years, and are home to snails and clams until recently thought to have become extinct two million years ago, the Unep report says.

Even if deep-sea fishing is scaled back, seabed telecommunications cables, waste dumping and fossil fuel prospecting would still threaten the fragile coral beds, which scientists say are more extensive than they originally thought.

Found in seas from Norway to New Zealand, some of those in the east Atlantic have already been destroyed, the report said.

And there is little hope of any short-term recovery, as the reefs grow at one-tenth the rate of their tropical cousins.

World environment day aims to highlight their fate, and that of other sea creatures with events from a port cleanup in 2004 Olympics host city Athens, to the launch of an international environment photo competition in Tokyo and Barcelona. 

________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream

4 June 2004

Greenpeace stages deep-sea fishing protest in Barcelona ahead of World Environment Day

DATELINE: MADRID, Spain

BODY:
Greenpeace activists draped banners from the spires of Barcelona's monumental Sagrada Familia church Friday to protest destructive seabed fishing, a day ahead of World Environment Day.

The 10 protesters hung three 30-meter (100-ft.) banners reading 'SOS. Save Our Seas' to highlight the plight of underwater mountains which suffer from nets with heavy weights that scrape across them and denude them of fragile ecosystems.

The demonstration lasted four hours.

"Our intention was to request protection for underwater sea mounts, we wanted to highlight their plight, " said Greenpeace member Laura Perez.

On Saturday, the United Nations Environment Program meets in Barcelona to discuss greater protection for the seas.

In a 50-fact report to be issued at the meeting, UNEP says that 80 percent of all pollution in the seas comes from land-based activities. By 2010, 80 percent of the world's population will live within 100 kilometers (62 miles) of coastlines, it adds.

It also highlights the fact that death and diseases caused by polluted coastal waters cost the global economy [euro]10.5 billion ($US12.8 billion) annually. Plastic waste, it says, kills up to one million seabirds, 100,000 sea mammals and countless fish yearly.

The report says an estimated 21 million barrels of oil run into the oceans every year from street run-off and ships flushing their tanks.

A Greenpeace communique Friday said the organization's flagship, the Rainbow Warrior, was currently navigating in New Zealand waters to protest that country's aggressive deep-sea drag fishing practices.

"There are more maps of the moon than there are of the oceans," the statement said. "The ocean depths are the last unknown spaces on earth."
International News Enfoque Su Mundo; UNEP realiza el lanzamiento de una nueva edición del Concurso Fotográfico Internacional para el Medio Ambiente 2004-2005
    A EDITORES DE NEGOCIO, ARTES Y DE MEDIO AMBIENTE:

    BARCELONA, España y NAIROBI, Kenya, 4 de junio /PRNewswire/ -- Hoy se les pedirá a profesionales y aficionados por igual que quiten las tapas a sus objetivos y que carguen sus cámaras, para participar en el mayor certamen de

fotografía sobre el medio ambiente del mundo.

    Como parte de las celebraciones del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente que se conmemora una vez al año, esta vez en Barcelona, España, el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (UNEP) organizará su cuarto Concurso Fotográfico para el Medio Ambiente, otra vez con el patrocinio de Canon.      Se planean diecinueve lanzamientos paralelos, aparte del de Barcelona, en

ciudades y centros de importancia clave de todo el mundo, incluyendo Beirut, Buenos Aires, Dakar, Nueva York y Tokio. (Consulte las notas a los editores)     El concurso, que lleva por título "Concurso Fotográfico Internacional UNEP

para el Medio Ambiente 2004 - 2005", se celebrará hasta el 24 de octubre del 2004 y está abierto a todas las nacionalidades y edades. 

    El certamen también recibirá el apoyo de Japan Airlines (JAL), TIME Magazine, National Geographic Society y de Earth Report/Television Trust for the Environment.

    Se concederá un Premio de Oro de 20.000 dólares americanos al ganador de la categoría general, que está abierta a todos los solicitantes con una edad mínima de 25 años. También existen categorías separadas y premios en efectivo para las categorías "Juvenil" e "Infantil"     Klaus Toepfer, el director ejecutivo de UNEP, declaró: "Los tres certámenes anteriores tuvieron mucho éxito y generaron un enorme interés dentro del mundo de la fotografía, lo que ayudó mucho a que el público conociese los problemas medioambientales a los que se enfrenta el mundo. Otra vez, estamos muy agradecidos a Canon por su patrocinio y también a todas las compañías y organizaciones que promocionarán este importante acontecimiento".

    Fujio Mitarai, Presidente y Presidente del Consejo de Administración de Canon Inc., declaró:"Nuestra filosofía corporativa es kyosei, que tiene como significado vivir y trabajar juntos para el bien común. De acuerdo con esta filosofía, creemos que una coexistencia armoniosa con la naturaleza y el medio ambiente es esencial para que la sociedad logre un desarrollo sostenible.

Espero que los fotógrafos que participen en este certamen, gracias a las imágenes capturadas, puedan  compartir el ideal filosófico del "kyosei" con el mundo".

    El cuarto concurso ha conseguido, al igual que los anteriores, todo el apoyo de la familia de las Naciones Unidas gracias al  Departamento de Información Pública de las Naciones Unidas, y gracias también a más de 20 agencias que pertenecen al Grupo de Comunicaciones de las Naciones Unidas. 

    Para devolverle la salud al planeta tierra y a sus gentes, a su flora y a su fauna y a los ecosistemas, es necesario disponer de conocimientos científicos válidos y valoraciones y legislaciones acertadas, sugirió el Sr. Toepfer. "Pero no sólo eso, también requiere una liberación del espíritu humano con su capacidad de compasión, justicia y respeto. Desde épocas muy remotas, las imágenes han sido fuentes de inspiración y de contemplación, capaces de revelar la alegría y la tragedia del lugar que ocupamos en el

mundo", agregó.

    "Espero que las fotografías presentadas para el cuarto concurso ayuden, como las anteriores, a catalizar los cambios políticos y sociales necesarios para conseguir nuestras metas y objetivos, en temas que van desde el agua y su tratamiento a la flora, fauna, residuos y reducción de la pobreza. También espero que estas fotografías deleiten e informen al público, a la vez que

ayudan a descubrir nuevos nombres y que una nueva generación de fotógrafos talentosos sean conocidos por el público internacional", declaró.

    Notas a los editores

    El Concurso Fotográfico Internacional para el Medio Ambiente de la UNEP 2004 -2005 concederá premios de Oro, Plata y Bronce en cada una de las categorías de General, Juvenil e Infantil.     La Categoría Juvenil está abierta a los jóvenes con edades comprendidas entre los 15 y los 24 años. La Categoría Infantil está abierta a cualquiera con una edad máxima de 14 años.

    El nuevo concurso no distinguirá entre diferentes tecnologías, las presentaciones analógicas y digitales se juzgarán sin realizar distinciones.    El panel de jueces distinguidos, presidido por Takeyoshi Tanuma de Japón, incluirá a Sebastião Salgado de Brasil, Raghu Rai de India, Susan Meiselas de los Estados Unidos y Enny Nuraheni de Indonesia, todos son fotógrafos de fama

mundial.

    Ciudades que lanzarán el concurso     África: Dakar, Nairobi, Pretoria     Lejano Oriente: Bangkok, Beijing, Nueva Delhi, Seúl, Sydney y Tokio     Europa: Barcelona, Ginebra, Londres, Moscú, París, Sofía     América Latina y el Caribe: Buenos Aires, Ciudad de México, Rio de Janeiro     América del Norte: Nueva York     Próximo Oriente: Beirut

    En http://www.unep-photo.com puede obtener información detallada sobre los reglamentos del concurso, así como toda la información necesaria para entregar fotografías, tanto en formato impreso como electrónico. También podrá leer y descargar un formulario de solicitud. 

    El Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente (WED), que se conmemora el 5 de junio de cada año, es uno de los principales vehículos que usa las Naciones Unidades para estimular una concienciación mundial sobre el medio ambiente, y también sirve para mejorar la atención y la acción política. 

    La Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas estableció WED en 1972 para marcar la apertura de la Conferencia sobre el Medio Humano de Estocolmo. Otra resolución, adoptada por la Asamblea General el mismo día condujo a la creación de UNEP.

    En http://www.unep.org/wed/2004 podrá encontrar información sobre el día WED, logotipos, posters, hojas de datos e ideas sobre como celebrar el día WED.

    Para obtener más información, póngase en contacto con Eric Falt, Portavoz/Director de la División de Comunicaciones e Información Pública de la UNEP, en el Teléfono: 254 20 623292, Celular: 254 (0) 733 682656, Correo electrónico: eric.falt@unep.org o Nick Nuttall, Jefe de Medios de Comunicación de la UNEP, en el Teléfono: 254 20 623084, Celular: 254 (0) 733 632755, Correo

electrónico: nick.nuttall@unep.org. FUENTE  United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); Canon Inc

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Diario Hoy (Argentina)

Concurso Internacional de Fotografía sobre Medio Ambiente  

El certámen de mayor importancia en su tipo y con 20 mil dólares de premio, será presentado mañana a las 11 en la Capital.

El concurso, para profesionales y aficionados y sin límite de edad, es organizado por el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), y su lanzamiento se realizará en Junín 1940 de la ciudad de Buenos Aires. 

Se anuncia la presencia de la secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable, Andrea Brusco, y la directora de la Escuela Argentina de Fotografía, Elda Harrington. 

En un comunicado, se aseguró que se trata del "mayor concurso de fotografía del mundo en su tipo" y se informó que "otorga premios máximos de 20 mil dólares, en la categoría general adultos". 

Las imágenes premiadas serán expuestas durante la Exposición Mundial 2005, del 25 de marzo al 25 de septiembre de 2005, en Japón, y las fotos ganadoras se presentaran en exposiciones itinerantes, se detalló.

La Prensa (Panama)

Alerta en el Día del Ambiente 
SOFIA KALORMAKIS de KOSMAS 
skosmas@prensa.com 
	LA PRENSA/Bernardino Freire 
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	Pescadores artesanales retornan de faenar en la bahía. 


El secretario general de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU), Kofi Annan, reiteró su mensaje de solidaridad ayer, 5 de junio, en conmemoración del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente. 
Este año, el tema principal es el ambiente marino "¡Se buscan! Mares y océanos, ¿vivos o muertos?", que pone en perspectiva la necesidad inmediata de cambiar las actitudes de la sociedad de que los mares no son vertederos de desechos ni una fuente inagotable de recursos, señaló un comunicado de prensa de la organización. 

Ante los abruptos cambios climáticos que amenazan la seguridad de los ciudadanos, los científicos reafirman la conexión directa que existe entre la degradación de los mares, océanos, ríos y lagos, y las catástrofes del tipo que glorifica Hollywood en películas sensacionalistas como "El día después de mañana". 

Es por ello que el secretario general Annan precisó la necesidad de "adoptar medidas concertadas con urgencia, tanto en tierra como en el mar y en los planos nacional, regional e internacional". 

Según cifras de la ONU, la degradación de los mares se debe al problema de las aguas residuales sin tratar, la contaminación atmosférica, efluentes industriales y el limo procedente de cuencas hidrográficas mal gestionadas. 

Más del 40% de la población humana vive ya a menos de 60 kilómetros de las costas y el porcentaje no deja de crecer, lo que agudiza el problema. 

Y mientras el alcance y la intensidad de las actividades de pesca comercial aumentan, las capturas mundiales de peces disminuyen. 

El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) sostiene que más del 70% del pescado marino que se captura actualmente ha alcanzado su límite de sostenibilidad o lo sobrepasa. 
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Los expertos advierten sobre el peligro de la contaminación de mares y océanos

Cristina Narbona aseguró ayer en el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, que impulsará una reducción gradual de las artes pesqueras más destructivas

SERGI OLEGO/COLPISA/MADRID
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VIDA. Un joven limpia la contaminación de una playa. / DM
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Expertos de todo el mundo reunidos en el Fórum de Barcelona alertaron ayer, sábado, coincidiendo con la celebración del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, del peligro que representa la contaminación marina y del grave daño que provoca en este tipo de ecosistemas la pesca de arrastre. En este sentido, la ministra de Medio Ambiente, Cristina Narbona, aseguró que el Gobierno español impulsará una «reducción gradual de las artes pesqueras más destructivas» para garantizar la conservación de los ecosistemas marinos.

Considerando que uno de los ejes del Fórum es la sostenibilidad, el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) decidió que la capital catalana acogiera por primera vez un Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente. La importancia de este evento condicionó la presencia de numerosas autoridades en el acto institucional que se desarrolló ayer en el edificio Fórum y que estuvo presidido por la Infanta Cristina.

Ante la asistencia de unas 1.500 personas, los responsables políticos que acudieron a la cita, el mayor número que se ha visto hasta ahora en el Fórum, coincidieron en reafirmar el compromiso de sus administraciones para solucionar el riesgo de muerte de mares y océanos por culpa de la intervención humana.

La ministra de Medio Ambiente, Cristina Narbona, afirmó que su ministerio no volverá a poner en peligro el cabal del agua dulce que va a parar a los ríos. «Nuestra voluntad es reorientar la política del agua» para que llegue «más agua dulce a los mares y más sedimentos, para que no se vuelva a decir que el agua de los ríos se tira al mar», señaló. 

La ministra también confirmó que el Gobierno trabajará para mejorar los niveles de seguridad en el transporte marítimo. «El 'Prestige' sólo fue la punta de un enorme iceberg», dijo.

Asegurar la paz

Durante el acto, al que también asistieron el presidente de la Generalitat, Pasqual Maragall; y el alcalde de Barcelona y presidente del Fórum, Joan Clos; se entregaron los premios de Medio Ambiente 2004 que concede la Generalitat. Los galardones recayeron en la asociación Aires, una empresa especializada en el ámbito de la recogida, la recuperación y el reciclaje de residuos, y como reconocimiento a toda su trayectoria, en el primer catedrático de ecología de España, Ramón Margalef, fallecido hace 15 días. 

El director del PNUMA, Klaus Topfer, afirmó que la paz «es lo más importante para lograr las condiciones para un desarrollo sostenible». En este sentido, adelantó la voluntad de su organización de crear una red de áreas marinas protegidas.

El Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, que se celebra en 120 países de todo el mundo, incluyó la liberación de dos tortugas marinas en la playa de Sant Adriá de Besós (Barcelona) por parte de los niños del Campamento de la Paz, un espacio en el que conviven menores de ciudades que han sufrido la guerra o la pobreza.

Además, Greenpeace lanzó una campaña a nivel mundial para pedir una moratoria para la pesca de arrastre. La organización ecologista distribuyó imágenes de fondos marinos antes y después de que haya pasado una red de este tipo para demostrar sus efectos destructivos.

Greenpeace denunció que este tipo de pesca destruye animales y también el hábitat que permite vivir a otras muchas especies. Al margen de la destrucción de los fondos marinos, la organización ecologista asegura que la pesca de arrastre comercializa menos de una cuarta parte de lo que capturan con sus redes
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Un futuro cada vez más complicado para el planeta

Desde aquel lejano 5 de junio de 1972, cuando un puñado de naciones reunidas en la Conferencia de Estocolmo sentó las bases para la celebración, muchos fueron los científicos, ambientalistas y público conciente que han alertado sobre las consecuencias del accionar indiscriminado del hombre contra la naturaleza. 
Alentados, sin dudas, por el empujón mediático provocado por el film, los actores principales participarán de foros, conferencias y acciones en donde centrarán su atención en el deterioro de los mares y océanos. 
Bajo la consigna “Se buscan mares y océanos, ¿vivos o muertos?”, el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), concentra este año la celebración en la ciudad de Barcelona, España, en el marco del Foro Mundial de Culturas. 

MAL MANEJO. “Hubo un tiempo en que la humanidad veía a los océanos y mares como vastos e inalterables, capaces de absorber y diluir la contaminación. Hoy ya no podemos tratarlos como libres para todos, por el descuido y mal manejo de que son objeto”, señaló el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer. 
El alerta del funcionario internacional tiene bases sólidas. En la actualidad, el 80 % de la contaminación de los mares tiene su origen en actividades desarrolladas en tierra, especialmente, en las megalópolis costeras que ocupan el 40 % de la población mundial. 
Las consecuencias sociales y económicas no pueden ser peores. La mortalidad y enfermedades causadas por la contaminación marina le cuestan a la economía mundial 12.800 millones de dólares anuales, sostienen los especialistas. 

DESTRUCCIÓN. En tanto, el exceso de abonos empleados en la agricultura que, al ser transportados aguas abajo, crea un número cada vez mayor de zonas costeras muertas donde las floraciones de algas consumen periódicamente todo el oxígeno de agua. 
“A esto se añade el calentamiento atmosférico que está elevando el nivel de los mares y las temperaturas, amenazando con destruir la mayor parte de los arrecifes de coral del mundo, causar estragos en las frágiles economías de los estados insulares y devastar la vida de millones de personas que viven en zonas alcanzadas por tifones, huracanes y tempestades”, alertó el PNUMA. 
Entre otros datos fundamentales aportados por el organismo internacional, se destaca que el 90 % de los bienes objeto de comercio entre los países se transporta por mar, mientras que los buques petroleros transportan dos mil millones de toneladas de crudo. 
“Los desechos de material plástico causan la muerte de hasta un millón de aves marinas, cien mil mamíferos marinos e inumerables peces cada año. El plástico no se descompone, permanece en el ecosistema y sigue matando”, se precisó en el informe. 
“Es preciso adoptar medidas concertadas con urgencia, tanto en tierra como en el mar, y en los planos nacional, regional e internacional, porque los datos no engañan; los mares y océanos del mundo están cada vez más degradados”, sentenció el secretario general de las Naciones Unidas, Kofi Annan. 
“En este Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente —agregó— insto a los gobiernos, empresas y las personas del mundo entero a que demuestren un respeto renovado por los mares y océanos”, concluyó el titular de las Naciones Unidas. 
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The Malta Independent Online - News
Let’s not drown in litter!

Charlot Zahra

To mark the occasion of World Environment Day, the Malta Environment and Planning Authority has launched a summer campaign with the slogan “Let’s not drown in Litter”. This slogan seeks to convey the United Nations Environment Programme’s concern for the protection of the seabed. 

UNEP is seeking to highlight the threats to marine life through human activity such as agricultural fertiliser residue, assorted rubbish, overfishing and untreated sewage. 

In Malta, we too can work to ensure the well-being of our sea. Mepa shares this concern and this year a particular effort is being made to protect marine habitats. For this reason Mepa will promote marine protected areas. 

This is being done through the creation of Rinu (Thalassoma Pavo) a little fish which lives off Gnejna Bay. Together with his friends Rea and Matti, they enjoy a carefree life until their very existence is threatened by hostile human activity.

The adventures of Rinu were launched on this year’s World Environment Day with the slogan Teghriqx fl-Iskart (Don’t Drown in Litter). Concentrating mainly on the protection of the sea, MEPA solicited the help of its social partners to widen the scope of the activities. In an effort of collective social responsibility, Simonds Farsons Cisk, SAS Radisson Baypoint, Bank Of Valletta, Water Services Corporation, Ministry for Rural Affairs and the Environment and Malta Resource Authority have shown their commitment towards a better environment by sponsoring a summer-long campaign. 

World Environment Day was thus celebrated yesterday first at St James Cavalier, then through a boat trip on the Captain Morgan Underwater |Safari and then at Bay Street with the participation of minister George Pullicino.
_____________________________________________________________________
The News International

World marks Green Day

BARCELONA: The United Nations urged the creation of ocean parks to protect depleted fish stocks on Saturday as activists marked World Environment Day by freeing turtles, planting trees and decrying global warming. "There’s not a lot of reason for celebration," UN Environment Programme (UNEP) chief Klaus Toepfer said in Barcelona of the state of the planet.

UNEP’s bleak slogan for June 5 is "Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?"

A group of children released two turtles, nursed back from injuries from fishermen’s nets, into the Mediterranean from a Barcelona beach. From Australia to Zambia, activists tried to clean beaches, promote renewable energy or plant trees.

"Society can no longer view the world’s oceans as a convenient dumping ground for our waste, or as an unlimited source of plenty," UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a call for urgent action.

He noted that governments agreed at an Earth Summit in Johannesburg in 2002 to try to restore depleted fish stocks by 2015 and to set up more protected marine areas, like wildlife parks on land, by 2012.

"This last goal...is especially important," he said in a statement. "Less than 0.5 percent of marine habitats are protected — compared with 11.5 percent of global land area."

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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"Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?" is the provocative theme of this year's World Environment Day, which is celebrated around the world today.

The city of Barcelona in Spain will host the main international celebrations on this United Nations-designated day, which is now in its 32nd year. Many other countries are also celebrating with school competitions, public lectures, exhibitions, tree planting, beach clean-ups, street parades and eco-demonstrations. Some of the most inspired events include a marine debris clean-up day on Macquarie Island, Tasmania (a World Heritage Site half way between Australia and Antarctica) and an underwater clean up of the seas around Greece involving hundreds of divers, led by Jean-Michel Cousteau. Also of note is that Bergen, Norway, will be formally named a Green Children's City by the children's environmental organisation, Inky's Ecodetectives. The European Commission and the Director-General of the Environment have also launched a new Clean Marine Award for ships which reduce atmospheric emissions. See also     www.unep.org/wed/2004
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Musharraf urges nation to help govt stop oceanic pollution

ISLAMABAD: President Pervez Musharraf has urged the nation to join hands with the government in stopping pollution by practically taking necessary steps and demonstrating that it is an environmentally conscious nation.

In a message on the World Environment Day, the president said: "Pakistan remains fully conscious to discharge its responsibility to protect this "global common" aim for the present and future use of our populace."

He said there is a need for renewed commitment and efforts for the sustainable development of oceans and coastal resources through effective cooperation among national, sub-regional, regional and international institutions, responsible for marine and oceans protection and management.

The president said Pakistan at the national level has taken a number of initiatives to combat marine pollution. Some of the major initiatives include the preparation of the integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan (ICZMO), a national programme of action under the global programme of action for the protection of marine environment from land-based activities, contributed to the development of an action plan for the protection and management of the South Asian Seas Plan coordinated by SACEP.

Musharraf said port reception facilities have been set up for sustainable reception of ballast water, waste oil, noxious liquid substances, sewage and garbage from ships in accordance with the international standards.

"These initiatives demonstrate the government’s resolve in sustainable use of our coastal ecosystem," the president said.

He, however, pointed that the government, alone, cannot prevent the unsustainable exploitation of marine resources and the pollution of seas and oceans; it needs the cooperation, support, participation and commitment of its citizens as well.

"I appeal to the nation to join hands with the government in helping us protect the vitality of our seas and oceans by not only agreeing to stop pollution that is affecting them but by practically taking the necessary steps and demonstrating that we are an environmentally conscious nation."

Musharraf said the World Environment Day observed on June 5 every year, in over 100 countries around the world, demonstrates the collective will of the international community acting as a global village to raise awareness around key environmental concerns, which, if not appropriately handled, threaten the very survival of life on earth.

He said the day heralds the realisation of an important reality that addressing core environmental concerns no longer remains a luxury. As oceans cover more then 70 per cent of the earth’s surface and 90 per cent of life, therefore the theme adopted for this year, "Wanted — Seas and Oceans — Dead or Alive" is indeed a very apt one.

The Nation (Thailand)
June 6, 2004, Sunday

Govt promises to act on environment

BYLINE: The Nation.

BODY:
Govt promises to act on environment

In celebration of World Environment Day yesterday, the government has set a five-year deadline for the rehabilitation of degraded environmental conditions.

'The Natural Resources and Environment Ministry will be the principal agency in charge of the rehabilitation programme aimed at restoring the environment to its pristine nature,' Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said yesterday.

'My government is committed to environmental conservation and will spare no expense in safeguarding the environment,' he added.

Natural Resources and Environment Minister Suwit Khunkitti said his ministry would raise awareness on and encourage public participation in stemming environmental degradation. 

'The government alone cannot ensure sustained environment conditions. The public must be involved in the conservation,' he said, adding that afforestation and sewage treatment were the two top local environmental priorities.

At the same time the UN said the world should do more to set up protected zones in the oceans to shield depleted fish stocks from the ravages of trawlers and pollution.

'Society can no longer view the world's oceans as a convenient dumping ground for our waste or as an unlimited source of plenty,' UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement to mark the day, which is being observed this year under slogan, 'Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive''

Annan said almost 75 per cent of fish stocks, from cod to tuna, were caught faster than they could breed and that plastic waste alone, like supermarket bags, killed a million sea birds a year, 100,000 sea mammals and countless fish.Saying urgent action was needed, Annan noted that governments agreed at an Earth Summit in Johannesburg in 2002 to try to restore depleted fish stocks by 2015 and to set up more protected marine areas, like wildlife parks on land, by 2012.

'This last goal...is especially important,' he wrote. 'Less than 0.5 per cent of marine habitats are protected - compared with 11.5 per cent of global land area.'

'Studies show that protecting critical marine habitats, such as warm and cold-water coral reefs, seagrass beds and mangroves can dramatically increase fish size and quality,' he said.

But one expert said that some ecosystems may be so depleted that it may be impossible to revive stocks by banning fishing.

'It's like if you load too much on a camel - you can't expect him to jump up again if you remove the load that has just broken his back,' Katherine Richardson, a professor at Aarhus University in Denmark, told Reuters.

When large fish like cod are almost gone, smaller species may thrive and gobble the young of any survivors. Cod stocks off Newfoundland, Canada, have failed to recover despite a 1992 ban.

Activists around the globe plan to clean up beaches, plant trees and encourage people to shift to renewable energies like solar or wind power to mark June 5, the date a first global summit on the environment was held in Stockholm in 1972.

In Greece, divers aim to remove waste, including dumped cars and refrigerators near Athens. About 300 people were expected to turn up to clean the beach at Thoothukudi in India.

On Friday, the UN Environment programme sounded the alarm about threats to little-understood cold-water corals, saying that the less glamorous cousins of tropical corals were vital 'kindergartens for fish'.

Greenpeace also called for an immediate ban on high-seas bottom trawling.

Events scheduled for Saturday even include exhibits at the British Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE) - which maintains the nation's nuclear arsenal - to educate staff about how to protect the environment at work and at home.

'Like any other large industrial complex we are aware that our operations can have the potential to harm the environment', AWE said in a statement.The Nation, Reuters

LOAD-DATE: June 5, 2004 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

UN Urges Safe Havens for Fish from Trawlers


OSLO - The world should do more to set up protected zones in the oceans to shield depleted fish stocks from the ravages of trawlers and pollution, the United Nations said on the weekend. 

"Society can no longer view the world's oceans as a convenient dumping ground for our waste, or as an unlimited source of plenty," U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement to mark World Environment Day on June 5. 

"Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?," is the slogan for the 2004 June 5 annual event marked around the world. 

Annan said almost 75 percent of fish stocks, from cod to tuna, are caught faster than they can breed. And plastic waste alone - like supermarket bags - kills a million sea birds a year, 100,000 sea mammals and countless fish. 

Saying urgent action was needed, Annan noted that governments agreed at an Earth Summit in Johannesburg in 2002 to try to restore depleted fish stocks by 2015 and to set up more protected marine areas, like wildlife parks on land, by 2012. 

"This last goal...is especially important," he wrote. "Less than 0.5 percent of marine habitats are protected - compared with 11.5 percent of global land area." 

"Studies show that protecting critical marine habitats, such as warm- and cold- water coral reefs, seagrass beds and mangroves can dramatically increase fish size and quality," he said. 

But one expert said that some ecosystems may be so depleted that it may be impossible to revive stocks by banning fishing. 

COD STOCKS FAIL TO RECOVER 

"It's like if you load too much on a camel - you can't expect him to jump up again if you remove the load that has just broken his back," Katherine Richardson, a professor at Aarhus University in Denmark, told Reuters. 

When large fish like cod are almost gone, smaller species may thrive and gobble the young of any survivors. Cod stocks off Newfoundland, Canada, have failed to recover despite a 1992 ban. 

Activists around the globe plan to clean up beaches, plant trees and encourage people to shift to renewable energies like solar or wind power to mark June 5, the date a first global summit on the environment was held in Stockholm in 1972. 

In Greece, divers aim to remove waste including dumped cars and refrigerators near Athens. About 300 people were expected to turn up to clean the beach at Thoothukudi in India. 

Last week, the U.N. Environment program sounded the alarm about threats to little-understood cold-water corals, saying that the less glamorous cousins of tropical corals were vital "kindergartens for fish." 

Greenpeace also called for an immediate ban on high-seas bottom trawling. 

Events scheduled for Saturday even include exhibits at the British Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE) - which maintains the nation's nuclear arsenal - to educate staff about how to protect the environment at work and at home. 

"Like any other large industrial complex we are aware that our operations can have the potential to harm the environment," AWE said in a statement. 

Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent 
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An environmental link between the U.N. and S.F.

- Jared Blumenfeld

Friday, June 4, 2004

      (Embedded image moved to file: pic12022.gif)

      United Nations' World Environment Day is one of the most important  events on the international environmental calendar, but few people in the United States have heard of it.

      It's celebrated every year on June 5 in more than 100 countries where governments, individuals, organizations and businesses take on a  variety of activities aimed at improving the environment. Each year,

      the United Nations selects a major city to host the main World  Environment Day celebrations. This year the host is Barcelona.  Previous hosts include London, Tokyo and Rio de Janeiro. It's like Earth Day and the Olympics combined.

      The big news is that the United Nations has selected San Francisco to be the global host for World Environment Day 2005. And significantly,  this is the first time in the event's 30-year history that the big

      show will be in North America.

      The theme for World Environment Day 2005 is "Green Cities: Where the Future Lives."

      The 21st century marks the first time that the majority of the world's population lives in urban areas. Today, cities consume 75  percent of the planet's natural resources and discharge 75 percent of  the waste. As urban populations grow, it is increasingly important to  balance the environment, the economy and social equity if we are going to achieve a way of living that can support our planet and our people into future generations.

      Humanity's move to the cities will continue to have a dramatic impact on the planet's resources. Every city in the world depends on rural territories several times its size to feed its citizens and supply its drinking water -- and it takes the entire planet to satisfy sophisticated urban tastes and consumer desires. This historic    demographic shift will result in city governments being responsible for tackling and solving critical environmental issues. Cities like Seoul, Bombay and Shanghai already have a larger population than many      nation states, yet little attention has been paid to developing the  tools required to solve their environmental challenges.

      San Francisco and the metropolitan Bay Area, with more than 7 million inhabitants, can be counted among the world's mega-cities. We, too,  can benefit from coordinated environmental planning, but we also have

      much to share.

      San Francisco, which recycles 63 percent of its total waste, is matched by no other U.S. city of comparable density in keeping as much material from ending up in a landfill. The city has nearly 1,000 vehicles in its clean-air fleet, including hydrogen fuel-cell cars, establishing us as a leader in alternative-fuel vehicle technology. We are leaders, too, in energy conservation and renewable energy,  with municipal funding to underwrite solar panels on Moscone Convention Center and on 40 homes and nonprofit facilities in      Bayview-Hunters Point and a pilot program to test the viability of nonpolluting tidal power that will be in place by late fall. Our landmark environmental policies set the agenda on many fronts.

      In the future, there will be a greater need for local governments to  act regionally, while working at the same time to promote the global good.

      To that end, World Environment Day 2005 will bring together the mayors of the world's most populous 100 cities to share ideas and experiences. The purpose is to establish universal benchmarks of urban environmental progress and the tools needed to achieve these targets, which will then be formalized as the San Francisco Urban Environmental Accords. This roadmap to a livable urban future may be the greatest legacy of San Francisco's turn as World Environment Day  host.

      But there is more. By showing leadership on international environmental issues, San Francisco and the Bay Area can rekindle international optimism in America's commitment to the environment. It will be up to local governments in the United States to take the lead on environmental issues when there is scant leadership coming from  the national government.

      We can also take this opportunity to reinforce the importance of the United Nations in helping to resolve global challenges, environmental  and otherwise. Too often these days, we underplay the essential value  of constructive international cooperation.

      But right now, we have some solid work to do. We have already formed a partnership with UC Berkeley to provide research support for developing the accords, and we're busy organizing a series of special   environmental events. With residents of the Bay Area passionately concerned about the environment, and with the opportunity for everyone's participation, World Environment Day 2005 promises to be a stepping-off point for a healthier, greener urban life locally -- and globally.

      Jared Blumenfeld is director of San Francisco's Environment Department.

______________________________________________________________________________

ENS

The Age of Renewables Has Arrived 

BONN, Germany, June 4, 2004 (ENS) - Pledges of increased funding for renewable sources of energy have brightened the four day International Conference for Renewable Energy which concludes here today. The nearly 2,000 participants - government ministers and business people, trade unionists, women, nongovernmental organizations, consumers, scientists, farmers, actors in development and poverty alleviation, and renewable energy manufacturers - heard investment promises of hundreds of millions of new dollars a year for renewables. 

Renewable energy includes such sources as water, wind, geothermal and solar thermal power, solar photovoltaics and bioenergy. 

"Renewables 2004 is something new," German Environment Minister Juergen Trittin told the conference on Tuesday in the building that housed the German Parliament before it moved to Berlin five years ago. "Here in Bonn, we want to combine voluntary initiatives for increasing the use of renewable energies with the United Nations sustainable development structures. This is the inner link between the Declaration, the Policy Recommendations and the International Action Programme," he said. 
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German Development Minister Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul (left) and Environment Minister Juergen Trittin (right) welcome German Chancellor Gerhard Schöder to renewables2004. (Photo courtesy IISD)
Presenting the case for more investment in renewables, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) estimated a market potential of nearly $2 trillion in the next 15 years. 

“It's time to get down to business,” said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, a former German environment minister, stating the theme of the conference. "Sustainable development needs sustainable energy, but sustainable energy needs investment," he told delegates, urging them to develop new products for the rapidly evolving renewable energy sector. 

A report by the Climate Change Working Group of the UN Environment Programme Finance Initiative says this potential can be realized only if "real concerns" by the financial sector are addressed. The report details case studies illustrating the opportunities and challenges in renewable energy finance and represents the work of key financial institutions - ANZ, Aviva, Citigroup, Dresdner Bank, Garant, HypoVereinsbank, and the Munich Reinsurance Company. 

"The world needs more energy, but conventional sources are unsustainable and finite," said Thomas Loster, the chairman of the UNEP Finance Climate Change Working Group, who heads the Weather-Climate Risks Research department at Munich Re. 

The most important step for policymakers is to create confidence in the long term future of the renewable energy market by policies that make "the deal on the table" financially attractive, said Loster. 

The World Bank responded by announcing it will increase lending by about 20 percent a year for renewable energies. Peter Woicke, managing director of the World Bank Group and executive vice president of the bank's private sector arm, the International Finance Corp, told conference participants Thursday that will amount to about $400 million a year by 2010. 
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Peter Woicke, managing director of the World Bank Group and executive vice president of the International Finance Corporation (Photo courtesy IFC)
"Our strategy through program and policies will aim to ensure that renewable energy and energy efficiency are seen as economically viable and essential ingredients in the energy choices of our member nations, not marginal considerations," Woicke said. 

The bank has been the largest lender for renewable energy projects in the developing world since 1990, with investments totaling about $6 billion. 

Woicke said that rich nations could not prescribe sweeping changes for poor nations while doing little to improve their own energy efficiency. But poor nations should not expect power investments without improving governance, investment climates and commitments to sustainable energy pricing, he said. 

"We believe it will require a market place of partnerships, public and private, national and local, corporations and civil society, that is organized around a few key principles," Woicke said. The Bank is "convinced more than ever that the transition to a cleaner energy future will be won project by project, village by village and nation by nation." 

Sustainable bioenergy systems have a place in the pantheon of renewables. The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization's Gustavo Best told delegates, "The production and use of bioenergy also contributes to poverty alleviation and food security. It can reduce land degradation and helps to mitigate climate change." 

The agency is currently working with the Shenyang Agricultural University in China in developing new sweet sorghum varieties and technologies to produce ethanol to substitute for petroleum. The agency also has energy projects in Nepal and Brazil. 
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Ignition pump at a geothermal power plant in Soultz, France (Photo by Ken Williams courtesy Lawrence Berkeley Lab)
On Wednesday, UNEP presented the "Day of Geothermal Power" at a nearby hotel exploring all aspects of geothermal energy production: resource assessment, technology, project development and financing of geothermal projects. 

As part of its growing climate change portfolio in the Global Environment Facility, UNEP has launched three UNEP/GEF geothermal energy project proposals: 

· In Africa' Rift Valley, the Argeo project is a program of financial, policy and technical instruments for the promotion of geothermal energy development. Several countries of the Rift Valley are being considered for geothermal investments. 

· A Joint Geophysical Imaging project will assess geothermal reservoirs in Kenya with potential impacts for the African Rift Valley. The resulting higher resolution and more accurate assessments will increase the probability of finding large, productive steam reservoirs. Testing is planned for this year. 

· The aim of the Eastern Caribbean Geothermal Development project is to overcome the barriers to the development of geothermal power and establish one or more commercially viable geothermal power plants in the region. 

As the financial mechanism for the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Global Environment Facility has provided about $900 million for more than 110 projects in 50 countries. This support has leveraged almost $6 billion in additional cofinancing. 

In Mexico, for instance, the GEF is supporting the commercial development of a solar thermal power plant. The project aims to demonstrate the commercial feasibility of the solar trough technology as a major source of power. The GEF is engaging the relevant companies in a dialogue about risk sharing and the next steps toward achieving fully commercial development. The GEF is supporting similar plants in Morocco, the Arab Republic of Egypt, and India. 
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German Environment Minister Juergen Trittin tells conference delegates the a bright future for renewables. (Photo courtesy IISD)
Tritten, a Green Party member, opened the conference on Tuesday by presenting the challenge the world must address. "Together we face the task of ensuring that the number of people living in absolute poverty is halved in the next 10 years, and of preventing global temperature from rising more than 2 ° Celsius compared to pre-industrial times up to the end of this century." 

"Renewable energies hold a vital key to this," Trittin said. "We must satisfy the growing need for energy – without imposing too heavy a burden on our atmosphere." 

Trittin has been the architect of the German phaseout of nuclear power, which is now mandated by law to take place over the next 20 years. "It is now less expensive to build a wind park on the northern German coast than a new nuclear power plant," Trittin told the conference. 

And Trittin is a firm supporter of renewables, which, he told delegates, provide 120,000 jobs in Germany today and save Germany 53 million metric tons of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide every year. 

In Bonn, all activities will be brought together in a concrete Action Programme, Trittin explained. The implementation of this Action Programme will be reviewed in the framework of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development in 2006 and 2007. 

German Environment Minister Juergen Trittin (left) and Development Minister Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul make symbolic handprints on a pledge for the Solar Generation, a group of young Greenpeacers promoting solar energy. (Photo courtesy 2004 Renewables)
The International Action Programme now contains 132 projects. The Action Programme contains significant new financial commitments – from individual countries and from the World Bank and the Global Environment Facility. 

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder committed Germany to a large new investment. "In cooperation with the Kreditanstalt," he told the conference delegates, "the Federal Government will set up a special facility for renewable energies and energy efficiency with a volume of up to 500 million euros. Starting in 2005, over a period of five years the facility will be used to offer low-interest loans for investments in developing countries to public and parastatal institutions, banks and also private sector organizations." 

In the Action Programme countries have set themselves new targets for increasing the use of renewables with specific timeframes. 

Germany has doubled the share of renewable energies in electricity generation within five years, Trittin told delegates. "Now we want to cover 20 percent of our current energy demand with renewables by 2020. This 20 percent target is part of the Renewable Energy Sources Act. We have thus made it legally binding." 

Costs for renewable technologies are going down, while demand is increasing. "Nowadays wind power installations cost 30 percent less than 10 years ago," said Trittin. "Photovoltaic systems have even become more than 50 percent cheaper." 

BP Solar high efficiency panels power the headquarters of the Berlin Bank. The panels generate 50 kW peak power and contribute to the bank's energy needs. (Photo courtesy BP Solarex)
At the conference, Germany signed a 2.6 million euro strategic partnership agreement with the Inter-American Development Bank to promote renewable energies and increase energy efficiency in Latin America and the Caribbean. The German Minister for Economic Co-operation and Development, Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, and President of the Inter-American Development Bank Enrique Iglesias, signed the agreement Thursday. 

But the fact that the "Political Declaration of the International Conference on Renewable Energies" did not exclude large hydropower from its definition of renewable energy, has frustrated some conservation groups. On opening day, 260 citizens’ groups from 61 countries called for large hydro to be excluded from renewables initiatives and targets. 

Patrick McCully, campaigns director of International Rivers Network says that lobbying pressure from energy ministers, in particular from Brazil and Uganda, succeeded in ensuring that the Political Declaration, approved by 154 countries, did not set explicit limits on the inclusion of hydropower within renewables programs. 

Brazil and Uganda plan to build large hydro projects that are opposed by civil society groups within their countries due to their social and environmental impacts, high economic costs, and inability to provide affordable energy to the poor. 

"The big hydro lobby is hijacking concern over poverty and climate change to promote their destructive technology," said McCully. "If big hydro projects are included in renewables programs this will crowd out funds for new renewables, increase vulnerability to climate change, further degrade rivers, and lead to more forced evictions of riverine people." 

Creating more large reservoirs in the tropics would also increase emissions of greenhouse gases, McCully contends. "Critics of large dams will continue to push the adoption of new renewables and strive to ensure that the big hydro lobby does not hinder their implementation," he said. 

Participants flying to Bonn for the Renewables 2004 conference enjoyed a carbon neutral flight, as the greenhouse gases generated by their air travel has been calculated nad will be offset by a solar energy project being developed in India. Trittin says the German government decided to make this meeting one of the first climate neutral conferences of its scale by purchasing Certified Emission Reductions (CERs) through the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and will retire them afterwards. 

To generate the CERs, one of the first bundled small-scale Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) projects under the Kyoto Protocol has been selected. Ten to 12 solar community kitchens will be installed in institutions such as hospitals, schools and religious ashrams in several Indian states. 

The technology uses concentrated sunlight to generate steam for cooking, and will replace kerosene, diesel or unsustainably harvested firewood. The project will provide daily carbon neutral meals for around 30,000 people. The project will meet the strict criteria of the Gold Standard, a quality label for CDM projects promoted by environmental NGOs. 

The project is under development by the Swiss company Factor Consulting + Management AG in cooperation with Gadhia Solar Energy Systems based in India. 

"The age of renewables," Trittin said, "has begun." 

Visit the conference online at: http://www.renewables2004.de/ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters 

Russia Seen Ratifying Kyoto in 2004-UNEP Head
Fri June 04, 2004 12:24 PM ET 

By Emma Graham-Harrison 

BARCELONA, Spain (Reuters) - Russia is likely to ratify the Kyoto protocol this year, salvaging the stalled U.N. pact aimed at curbing global warming, the head of the U.N. Environment Program said on Friday. 

Kyoto's fate hinges on Russia after a U.S. pullout in 2001. President Vladimir Putin said last month that Moscow would move to ratify the 1997 deal after an agreement with the European Union on entry to the World Trade Organization. 

Putin set no deadlines but UNEP head Klaus Toepfer told Reuters he expected Russia would ratify by the next meeting of Kyoto signatories, scheduled for December in Buenos Aires. 

"I hope they will do it before the next conference of the parties, and I believe that there is quite good information backing this," he said on the eve of World Environment day. 

"There are clear signals...coming from Moscow that they now take it very seriously and they will do it." 

Kyoto cannot come into force unless it is ratified by countries responsible for 55 percent of rich nations' "greenhouse gas" emissions. It has reached 44 percent and Russia's 17 percent will tip the balance. 

Carbon dioxide produced by burning fossil fuels in cars and factories is the main greenhouse gas. Scientists say these gases are blanketing the planet and nudging up temperatures, bringing more floods, tornadoes and raising world sea levels. 

A UNEP source said Toepfer had never been so optimistic about getting Russia on board. 

U.S. PULLOUT 

The future of the protocol was cast in serious doubt after President Bush pulled out, saying it was too expensive and unfairly excluded poor nations. 

Many environmentalists had feared that Russia, which has been convulsed by months of debate on Kyoto, might refuse to sign up despite support from more than 120 other nations. 

Kyoto's entry into force will trigger a flow of aid to help the developing world tackle its emissions problems, U.N. officials say. 

And the example of legal obligations on richer countries could also make it easier to bring big developing-world polluters India and China into the fold, Toepfer said. 

"As long as there is not a chance to prove...that developed countries are committed to implement what they are asked to do in Kyoto, it will be very difficult to convince anybody else to have in mind any commitment for a secondary phase," he said. 

Governments needed to recognize, however, that it was too late to simply try to stop global warming and instead needed to help people adapt to the impact of a changing climate on their lives.

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Global water crisis needs unparalleled commitment from all

BYLINE: By Dzulkifli Abdul Razak

BODY:
THE subject of water is indeed a strategic one. Indeed we are entering into what Alex Kirby, the BBC News Online environment correspondent, called a thirsty century (June 2, 2000).

This is a serious indication of how limited is the amount of water in the world.

As late as 1999 the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported that 200 scientists in 50 countries had identified water shortage as one of the two most worrying problems for the new millennium, the other being global warming. 

Although water covers about two-thirds of the Earth's surface, only less than three per cent of it is not salty. Even then, just over 60 per cent of it is locked up in the ice-caps and glaciers.

And of what is left, about 20 per cent is in remote areas, and much of the rest arrives at the wrong time and place, as monsoons and floods, writes Kirby. So, less than one per cent of all the Earth's water is
available for human use. Yet over the next two decades, water use is estimated to increase by about 40 per cent.

By 2020, the World Water Council believes that 17 per cent more water is needed compared to what is available, if the world is to be fed.

The reality is, at the present rate of use, millions more will go to bed hungry and thirsty each night.

Already one person in five across the world is said to have no access to safe drinking water, and one in two lacks sanitation.

This has lead to thousands of death, killed either by hunger and thirst, or by easily-preventable diseases related to unclean water.

Worldwide, more than five million people die every year from diseases spread though contaminated water.

Unfortunately, the problem does not end there. Increased productivity in the agriculture can further stress water resources.

The use of fertilisers can cause nitrogen saturation in the water.

When it flows into streams and then accumulates in lakes and groundwater supplies, the aquatic ecosystems are threatened, thus rendering water supplies undrinkable.

Over time much of that nitrogen-rich water ends up in the ocean where it can cause further problems.

In the Gulf of Mexico, for example, every year, an oxygen-depleted dead zone caused by agricultural run-off kills billions of marine organisms.

This is another alarming issue as highlighted yesterday in conjunction with the World Environment Day.

In short, the importance of water therefore cannot be overemphasised, and the MWW should serve as a timely reminder of how water should be better used.

In the desire to have better living standards, water must be efficiently used and managed. Wastage from irrigation for example, as a result of water trickling away or simply evaporating before it can get to the crops
can be largely prevented.

In other instances, inefficient industrial processes can cause waste, in addition to pollution. Pollution invariably could render water unfit for use.

And when pollutants get into underground water aquifers (which house 97 per cent of the earth's liquid freshwater) they tend to accumulate in them over time, reducing the amount of clean freshwater available for people.

Moreover, aquifers, which supply one-third of the world's population, are being pumped out faster than nature can replenish them.

It is, therefore, not surprising that the UN has repeatedly issued warnings of an impending global water crisis, if something drastic is not done.

By 2020, reportedly, the average water supply per person worldwide is expected be a third smaller than now. This warning comes from the World  Water Assessment Programme (WWAP), involving the combined efforts of 23 UN agencies, based in Unesco.

Over the next 20 years, the average supply of water worldwide per person is expected to drop by a third. Population growth and urbanisation creates even more demand for water.

Even where supplies are sufficient or plentiful, they are increasingly at risk from pollution and rising demand, said UN Secretary General Kofi Annan on 2002 World Water Day.

Increasing demand for water from both industry and agriculture is identified as the leading cause of the threatened shortage.

By 2025, two in three people is estimated to face water shortage, and this could easily involved more than 2.7 billion people.

And another 2.5 billion people will live in areas where it will be difficult to find sufficient fresh water to meet their needs.

In short, not only is water crucial for survival, issues relating to it are also highly complex.

Major global concerns such as poverty, hunger, ecosystem destruction, desertification, and climate change are closely tied up to it.

So too is the question of world peace as water can be yet another source of conflicts.

To avert this and not to endanger human existence, the emerging water crisis needs unparalleled commitment from all.

The inaugural MWW deserve all the support that it needs.

Recommended site: www.globalwater.org

The writer is Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Sains Malaysia. He can be
reached at: vc@usm.my
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Rumbles in the jungle …
SECTION: Weekend Pg. 01
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HEADLINE: Rumbles in the jungle In the past decade, the gorilla population in the Congo has plummeted, mainly because of armed rebels and heavy mining operations. Stanley Johnson went to see how the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund is trying to redress the situation

BYLINE: By Stanley Johnson

BODY:
The escort vehicle was waiting for us at the roundabout. The Toyota pick-up had backed up against a great mound of lava, a grim reminder of the time two years earlier when Goma, on the northern shore of Lake Kivu in eastern Congo, had nearly been overwhelmed by the eruption of Mt Nyiragongo.

The previous day, when we flew into town, we had seen how the molten flows had pushed their way - at 40mph - across the runway itself. The lava was still there, wave after wave of dark, now inert rubble. Under the best of circumstances, pilots had to be bold to fly into Goma. Now they had to be super-bold because the runway had lost at least a third of its former length.

There were four armed guards in the back of the pick-up, AK47s bristling defiance. The route we would be taking that morning was still considered insecure. For years, the Interahamwe rebels had been using Kivu's forests as a base. Now the Rwandans had decided to take the fight to the opposition. Ten miles out of town, once you pass the remains of the refugee camp, you can see the Rwandan army dug in above the road - yet this is still officially Congolese territory. 

We headed that morning for the Jomba patrol post in the Congo's National Park of the Virungas. Jomba lies in the easternmost part of the Congo, where three countries - Uganda, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) itself - meet.

When we got there after a three-hour drive on rough roads, the park ranger took us through the drill. "Don't eat food in front of the gorillas," he said. "Don't smoke. Don't use a flash. If you have to defecate, bury your droppings at least one foot deep. Remember, gorillas can catch diseases from man."

Tunnelling our way through vegetation so thick you wondered if you would ever come out the other side, we trekked at least two hours that morning before taking our first break. Trackers went ahead of us and armed guards followed. During the brief pause, I exchanged a few words with the ranger. Speaking in French, he told me that his name was Kivuya.

"In the past four years," he said, "four guards have died. On January 4, 1999, two guards who were following the Kwitonda gorilla family group were killed. On August 6, 2000, I myself escaped an Interahamwe attack at park headquarters. Two other colleagues were killed." He beckoned one of the other guides. "This is Sebirembo Bwoba. He also escaped."

As I shook hands with both men - it seemed the least I could do - Kivuya added: "We are proud to give our lives for the gorillas." Just at that moment, the radio he was carrying crackled into life. One of the trackers ahead of us was calling in. "This is Mike Papa." "Come in, Mike Papa."

Moments later, we came across gorilla dung and some chewed bamboo sticks. "How recent are these traces?" I asked Kivuya.

The guide shook his head. "One or two days old."

Greg Cummings, the executive director of the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund (I am one of the trustees), took an upbeat view. He is an upbeat kind of man, which explains why the fund went on working in the Congo during years of civil war while other NGOs (non-governmental organisations) pulled out or left only skeleton staff.

"Gorillas like to stay within about one or two square miles. We'll find them soon."

Four hours later, tired and muddy and with our water bottles long since exhausted, we staggered back into camp. The total number of gorillas seen was zero.

I ought to explain that the particular subspecies of gorilla that we had been hoping to see that day is known as the Mountain gorilla. The latest count gives a world total of 680 Mountain gorillas. Of that total, 300 are to be found in Uganda's Bwindi Impenetrable Forest and the remaining 380 in the Virungas, the population being split between Rwanda, Uganda and the DRC.

Next day, we tried again. Rather than revisit Jomba, we drove over bumpy unpaved tracks to the patrol post at Bukema, on the slopes of Mt Mikeno. As we bounced and swayed through the villages, hordes of children ran out after us, shouting: "Padire! Padire!" ("Padire" is a corruption of padre. Because most of the white men first seen in the region were priests, the term has come to be used generically for any fair-skinned visitor.)

Our second day's trekking was no more successful than the first and no less tiring. We trudged up and down and in and out. That there were gorillas present on the slopes of Mt Mikeno was not in doubt. The signs were plentiful and by now we had learned to recognise them. Once we came across a gorilla nest and the guide/guard explained: "This is last night's nest. This is the path he took this morning."

But six hours of steady trekking through the forest brought us no closer to our goal. By 4pm, with two hours of daylight left, it was time to return to base. The park warden offered what comfort he could. "Too many elephants," he said. "They messed up the tracks."

There was indeed some consolation there, I thought. It was good to know that elephants still survived in the Congo's Virunga National Park, whatever might have happened to the gorillas. I'm not sure Andrew Crowley (The Daily Telegraph photographer) was convinced. He wanted that picture of the Mountain gorilla.

"Remember when David Attenborough is sitting there with his back to the gorilla and suddenly the gorilla takes a run at him and knocks him over?" he said. "That's what we want to see!"

"Not with me in the frame," I replied.

Well, Andrew got his gorilla shots in the end, not in the Virungas, but in the Kahuzi-Biega National Park, which lies to the west of the Goma-Bukavu road. It wasn't a picture of a Mountain gorilla. There are no Mountain gorillas in Kahuzi-Biega. It - or rather, he - was a Grauer's (or Eastern Lowland) gorilla, an 18-year-old silverback known as Chimanuka.

By now, we had shifted our base of operations to Bukavu at the southern end of Lake Kivu. To get to Kahuzi-Biega, you drive along the west shore of the lake for about an hour, threading your way through crowds of women bearing goods of every kind on their heads. At one point, I saw a woman carrying no less than five thick mattresses.

We were being escorted that day by John Kahekwa, the director of the Pole-Pole Foundation (POPOF), a local NGO with which the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund works.

"Don't the men ever carry anything?" I asked him.

"Sometimes they carry the umbrella!"

We had set off from the park headquarters at Tsivanga at about 10am and spent the next two hours following a wildly gushing watercourse upstream, climbing steeply all the time. The trackers, as usual, were somewhere up there ahead of us and messages were passed regularly on the radio.

After a particularly strenuous uphill stretch, when it seemed that we were dragging ourselves up a vertical slope clutching at roots and branches, we heard a sudden stentorian roar as a fully grown male gorilla burst out of the undergrowth.

I knew what I was meant to do. The chief guide at Tsivanga, Robert Mulimbi, had briefed us. "If a gorilla charges, stand still," he said. "Lower your head. Look submissive." He looked pointedly at me. "Better wear a hat. If they see your fair hair, they may think you're another silverback."

Yes, I knew what to do all right. But when Chimanuka sprang from the bush in all his glory, I didn't stand my ground and lower my head. I jumped behind our pygmy tracker and held my breath.

This was a huge and magnificent animal. I had never seen anything like it before. We share 96 per cent of our DNA with gorillas. Man and gorilla may descend from a common ancestor.

Shock and awe. That's what you feel when you first see a gorilla in the wild.

Chimanuka must have charged us half-a-dozen times that morning. He seemed to enjoy it. The pattern went as follows: a charge would be followed by a period of chewing the cud. He would sit on his haunches, rolling his eyes and swiping the available vegetation with his long prehensile arms so as to grab any surrounding fruits or succulent stalks. After 10 minutes or so, he would rise, turn away from us to show off his magnificent coat (it really is silver), before crashing off again through the undergrowth.

But he never went very far. It was almost as if he wanted us to catch up.

He seemed to wait for us. Perhaps that is what being "habituated" means. At all events, our team of guards and guides would take out their pangas and thwack away and, a few minutes later, we would have the benefit of a repeat performance.

Paradoxically, even though there are still more Grauer's gorillas in the world (and all of them in the DRC) than Mountain gorillas, the threat to the Grauer's may be more acute.

Take the eastern, more mountainous part of the Kahuzi-Biega National Park, the part we were in that day. In 1996, there were 254 gorillas there. Four years later, the number had fallen to 130. Today, there are probably less than

100. The continued presence of armed rebels in the park has been a major factor in this.

As far as the much larger western part of Kahuzi-Biega is concerned, the situation is even more dire. There are certainly substantial contingents of armed rebels inside the park. Another factor is the presence of as many as 8,000 "artisanal" coltan miners, mainly poor people who have made their way into the park to work the alluvial deposits of coltan or to quarry the minerals from the rocks.

As far as the gorillas are concerned, the combination of the two has been lethal. Nobody knows for sure how many Grauer's gorillas are left there. At one time, there were more than 10,000 in the lowland part of Kahuzi-Biega. Now the figure may be less than 1,000.

The DRC's Ministry of Mines has passed a decree banning mining in national parks, but, realistically, desperately poor people who have the chance to make some money from mining (still not much more than a pittance) cannot easily be told to stop. The tantalum that can be extracted from the coltan ore is a key ingredient in capacitors for laptops and mobile phones and, obviously, the international demand is extremely heavy.

Starting from the assumption that it is simply not realistic to prevent coltan being mined at all, the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund is trying to ensure that any coltan mining that does take place should be outside the park.

One day, we went to visit some coltan mines beyond Kalehe, three hours by road from Bukavu. When at last we reached the village of Bushushu, we found ourselves negotiating with the village chief, Juvenal Rushishu. At first, he seemed less than delighted by our arrival.

"Today is market day," he said. "The mines are shut. And it's late."

It was indeed market day and getting on for 4pm, but in the end Juvenal relented and personally escorted us through the banana groves. We followed him up the hill behind the village. The slope was pitted with deep holes and digging was still going on. Most of the diggers were school-age children and there could be "as many as 10 children to a hole", said Juvenal.

"Why aren't they at school?" I asked.

"School costs money," he said. "How can these people pay for school fees? At least the mines bring some income."

One of the reasons the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund is working in Bushushu is the belief that the best way to conserve wildlife is to improve the livelihoods of local people. The fund has started a micro-credit scheme with a pounds 50,000 primer grant. Working through POPOF, they have set up workshops where pygmy women use sewing-machines to make clothes.

John Kahekwa explained the thinking behind the project. "We have three sewing centres, each one with eight machines," he said. "The sewing provides an income and it keeps people out of the forest." Although trappers do not expressly target them, their snares can catch gorillas and chimpanzees.

The fund also supports micro-credit schemes and funds small-scale agriculture and reforestation projects around the park, once again with the aim of removing pressure on the park's natural resources.

Perhaps the most ambitious exercise the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund is engaged in is an attempt to shift coltan mining outside the Kahuzi-Biega National Park altogether. In the past couple of years, it has organised meetings in Durban and Arusha. Government officials, NGOs, industrialists and miners have come together to discuss how to ensure that no more mining takes place in protected areas. They have had some astonishing successes. The German company HC Starck, for example, which is the biggest coltan purchaser, has agreed not to buy any coltan originating inside the park. But there is still a long way to go.

I flew on from the eastern Congo to Kinshasha to see Olivier Kamitatu, the charismatic president of the Congolese National Assembly, and other Congolese officials. Happily, my visit coincided with that of Samy Mankoto, who works for Unesco and who is a former director of the DRC's wildlife agency.

Mankoto and I were delighted when Kamitatu signalled his full support for the United Nations Great Ape Survival Project Partnership (GRASP), sponsored jointly by UNEP, the UN environment agency, and Unesco. GRASP aims to unite all 23 great ape "range states" - 21 in Africa (including, of course, the DRC) and two in South-East Asia - in a common enterprise. The governments of industrialised countries that wish to assist in great ape conservation programmes will be part of this common enterprise. (Britain, for example, has already provided substantial support to GRASP).

Kamitatu went even further. He told us that the DRC was ready to host an international conference on all great apes - gorillas, bonobos, chimpanzees and orang-utans - next year. The aim of such a conference would be to adopt a global strategy for the conservation of great apes and to encourage the necessary funding to be made available for a range of conservation programmes and projects.

International meetings, of course, can never be a panacea. But they can help. And the DRC could indeed be a propitious place for such a meeting to be held. During the long years of civil war, almost all the DRC's national parks have suffered catastrophic declines in wildlife populations, including elephant and rhino, as well as gorillas, chimpanzees and bonobos. What has happened outside the parks is anyone's guess.

Calling a high-level intergovernmental meeting to address the situation may be precisely the spur the country needs. If, coincidentally, the armed bands rapidly disperse and the weapons which are now so widespread in the country are somehow gathered in or neutralised, then at least one threat to the DRC's wildlife - probably the most acute threat at the moment - will have been removed. There may then be more time, more energy and, one hopes, more resources - both national and international - to build a new future for the gorillas and for so much else.

The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund is a UK registered charity dedicated to saving gorillas throughout their habitats in Central Africa. Please support their work with a donation: call 0870 241 0843 or see www.dianfossey.org.
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Seeds of Doubt: Mali's people reap no reward from cloned wild-rice gene
By Tom Knudson -- Bee Staff Writer - (Published June 6, 2004)
First of five parts
KEREDJI MOLLA, MALI -- Overhead, the sun hangs like a heat lamp, searing an African landscape the color of toast. Patches of sandy soil that yielded green shoots of millet and wild rice last fall now swirl with dust.

Near a well ringed by thirsty livestock, a crowd of men and boys has gathered. There is time to talk. It's been a tough year.

"Many here have died from hunger, infections and malaria," says Mihdi Ag Mohamed, a herder who lives in this ramshackle settlement of mud and grass huts west of the fabled city of Timbuktu. "Poverty is extreme."

In June 1996, the University of California, Davis, began an unprecedented effort to help the West African nation of Mali, using the promising and controversial new tool of agricultural biotechnology.

With money earned cloning and patenting a gene from a hardy species of wild rice native to Mali, UC Davis would give something back - first, scholarships for Mali students and later, disease-resistant rice to help feed the impoverished country. There was talk of future health clinics and conservation programs, even using the gene to battle hunger and poverty in other corners of the world.

Eight years later, no help whatsoever has arrived. The Genetic Resources Recognition Fund that UC Davis officials hoped would turn university patents and corporate profit into a model of social responsibility has a balance of zero.

In the hopes that inspired the effort - and the missteps that stifled it - lies a drama larger than the sum of its parts, one that shows both the promise and pitfalls of the largest technological leap in American agriculture since the tractor: biotechnology.

Born a generation ago, partly in California laboratories and farm fields, biotechnology promised a banquet of benefits: It would bring more choice to consumers, pose no environmental threat to organic and conventional farmers, create little or no regulatory burden for government and, most tantalizingly, help feed the world's hungry.

So far - like UC Davis' effort to aid Mali - biotechnology has not delivered.

Consumer wariness and environmental opposition have slowed its progress, of course. Government regulations are convoluted.

But other problems are home-grown. In moving from public to private ownership of genes and gene technology, universities got snarled in a patent system so complex and conflict-prone it has slowed the flow of innovations from their labs. In licensing their discoveries to industry, universities have turned over the fruits of taxpayer-funded research to private biotechnology companies, where earning a profit can eclipse the public good.

"There is enormous pressure for fast results, for blockbusters," said Pamela Ronald, the UC Davis scientist who cloned the gene from Mali and encouraged the university to create the benefit-sharing fund. "If something doesn't yield in six months, it's out."

Survival on a stalk

North of the swift-moving Niger River in Mali, the source of Ronald's cloned African gene is both prized and despised.

To commercial farmers in Mali, the jade-green species of wild rice, Oryza longistaminata, is a weed - a tenacious tangle of roots and leaves so destructive that if they find it in cultivated rice fields, they douse it with chemicals and yank it up by its roots.

To the seminomadic Bela people, who inhabit villages across the region, the grasslike wild rice that grows along irrigation ditches and in wet spots during the rainy season is a gift. It is survival on a stalk - shelter for homes, fodder for livestock and food when times are lean.

Slaves just two generations ago, the Bela are among the poorest of Mali's poor. They earn less than a dollar a day. Most are illiterate. Many are sick. The rhythm of life in a Bela village has two primary beats: food and work. You can hear it in the thwomp, thwomp of women - babies strapped to their backs, babies at their feet - pounding millet into mash. You can see it in the iron-hard muscles of men making bricks out of mud. You can smell it in the acrid smoke of trees burned into charcoal for cooking. 

Survival is what counts, not scientific discovery.

When informed that university officials half a world away in California owned a part of their culture, a gene from their rice - and were licensing it to biotechnology corporations - the Bela were puzzled, even angry.

As she sat inside a grass hut weaving reeds into brooms and fans in the Bela backwater of Musawere, Fadimata Walet Alkhassane - a 40-year-old mother of two - expressed the view of many:

"For the man who took something from our rice, I only want to ask him for help so we can leave these bad conditions where we live without adequate water, garments and shoes."

Basket of biotechnology

Helping the world's poor and hungry is a prominent part of American culture and agriculture. It is a creed that shapes U.S. foreign policy, motivates humanitarian organizations and inspires agricultural scientists and students across the country.

And it has no greater success than the "Green Revolution" - an outpouring of farming methods, crop varieties and publicly funded research that, transplanted to India and Asia in the 1960s, saved millions from starvation.

Kenneth Quinn, president of the World Food Prize Foundation, was a young U.S. State Department officer in South Vietnam in 1968 when .higher-yielding Green Revolution rice began to arrive.

"It brought about a stunning transformation," Quinn said. "People went from being marginal subsistence farmers, growing one crop a year, to growing two or even three.

"You could see people's lives change," he said. "There were more kids going to school. People were better clothed. ... Child mortality rates dropped."

Worldwide, rice production jumped from 257 million tons in 1966 to 587 million tons in 1999, feeding about 700 million more people annually. That's the kind of success the biotechnology industry wants to clone. In advertisements and conferences, companies promise a future of virus-resistant sweet potatoes, vitamin A-enriched rice and other miracle crops for the world's poor.

"Worrying about starving future generations won't feed them. Food biotechnology will," said one ad by the Monsanto Co., an international biotechnology giant, in a London newspaper in 1998.

Last year, Monsanto Vice President Robert Horsch repeated the theme in testimony on Capitol Hill: "Biotechnology will be a crucial part of expanding agricultural productivity in the 21st century. This technology can be particularly beneficial for Africa."

Today, Monsanto points out that it and other firms are working on a basket of biotechnology products for Africa, including pest-resistant bananas, high-yielding black-eyed peas and millet immune to parasitic infection. But so far, South Africa is the only African nation with commercially grown biotechnology crops - cotton, maize and soybeans.

Some say the industry is peddling dreams. "It's so naive," said Robert Goodman, a professor of plant pathology at the University of Wisconsin. "It is at least partly a public relations exercise."

Goodman is no biotechnology basher. He is a former director of research at Calgene, the California firm that brought the first genetically modified crop, the Flavr Savr tomato, to store shelves in 1994. And he advises crop scientists in Africa on both conventional and biotech crops.

Helping Africa's hungry, he said, "is such a complicated situation. There are multiple crops, markets and food preferences among cultures, a whole range of policy and infrastructure issues. I don't think private companies have the staying power to deal with it."

Private property

Biotechnology didn't invent genetic tinkering. All farming springs from it. Corn was once a wild grass in Mexico. Generations of careful plant breeding have brought a cornucopia of choice to store shelves: sweeter onions, seedless grapes, monster melons. But biotechnology works in ways nature does not. 

It shuffles genes - tiny biological units that shape life - between species. It imagines a world of frost-resistant tomatoes, drought-tolerant corn, even crops that grow medicines. But so far, most of its magic is tied to two genes, each tailored to U.S. industrial farming: One transfers resistance to the weedkiller Roundup into a crop, making farming easier; the other allows a plant to kill certain insects.

Something else sets biotechnology apart from other farming revolutions: Much of its promise is private property.

No longer do universities routinely make discoveries available, for free, to poor nations - as they did during the Green Revolution. Today, most universities typically patent them first, then license the technology to private companies. The idea is to speed discoveries to market and, as public funding declines, generate money for research.

But there's a downside. What was once owned by all - plant and animal DNA, the building blocks of life - is now the property of a few.

"Three-fourths of new biotechnology products, including those originally made possible by publicly supported research, are controlled by the private sector," said Gordon Conway, president of the Rockefeller Foundation - one of the world's largest nongovernment sources of agricultural research for developing nations - in a speech last year.

Statewide, the University of California holds 125 agricultural biotechnology patents - more than any other university system. Its portfolio includes patents that could help strawberries, lettuce and other California crops resist disease and insects, reducing pesticide use.

But few of those innovations are close to commercialization, in part because of conflicts with other patent holders, mostly corporations. "The system was primed for much greater potential than what we have seen in the field," said Gregory Graff, a research economist at UC Berkeley.

Last year, nine colleges, including UC Davis, formed an initiative to break the impasse by licensing technology more carefully and sharing more discoveries among universities. UC Davis recently was selected to be the national clearinghouse for the effort.

Some are calling for stronger measures. "The patent law did not come down with the Ten Commandments," said Margaret Mellon, director of the food and environment program at the Union of Concerned Scientists, a nonprofit group. "If it doesn't work, we need to rethink it."

Unexpected turns

When UC Davis filed for a patent on the cloned disease-resistant African rice gene in 1995, it saw an opportunity for financial reward and public service. Money was expected to flow to the school from corporate coffers for research and other purposes. Ronald, for example, has received about $825,000 from Monsanto and Pioneer Hi-Bred International for work on the rice gene in her laboratory.

UC Davis, in turn, was to sow benefits globally. To work such a miracle, the university had a world of options: It could send Ronald to Africa. It could invest in wild-rice conservation programs in Mali. It could tap school funds and bring a Mali researcher to campus. Instead, it chose to earmark corporate revenue - the money it anticipated making from licensing the cloned gene to the private sector - to set up a scholarship fund for Mali students. 

The idea was to use the university's strong suit, its agricultural know-how, to improve the lives of the world's poor through rice. Rice is one of the planet's critical crops, a staple for nearly 2 billion people, many of them impoverished. But up to half of the global rice harvest is lost to disease - a loss UC Davis wanted to stem.

"This was a big scientific deal at the time," said Gary Toenniessen, director of agricultural programs at the Rockefeller Foundation, which helped fund the work. "It turned out to be an extremely valuable gene in rice - and may be valuable in other cereals as well."

Subsequent years were filled with unexpected turns. Monsanto and Pioneer, which signed options to license the gene, lost interest. Hope for the hungry took a detour when UC's Office of Technology Transfer, which manages the rights to use university inventions, spent three years negotiating an agreement with a nonprofit research facility serving Third World farmers - the International Rice Research Institute in the Philippines.

Ronald was infuriated. "This drove me absolutely crazy," she said.

"I agree with her frustrations," said Alan Bennett, director of the technology transfer office. "It took a long time - longer than I would have liked."

Nonetheless, Ronald remains a patent partisan. The Mali gene, known as Xa21, she says, may still one day boost crop harvests and yield dividends for the university and for developing nations. Without patents, she said, "all the profits go to the companies."

Philanthropic failure

It's not the gene's scientific potential that has captured the interest of Anil Gupta, an Indian agricultural specialist. It is its philanthropic failure.

Founder of the Honeybee Network, which tracks grass-roots efforts to protect the world's genetic diversity, Gupta wrote a study critical of UC Davis' Genetic Resources Recognition Fund.

"I admire the university's initiative, but the means it chose were not appropriate," Gupta said from his home in India's Gujarat province.

Among other things, his study, commissioned by the U.N. Environment Program, took issue with UC Davis for not consulting with officials in Mali, not working to conserve the wild Malian rice in its natural habitat and not helping the people who actually use it - the Bela.

At UC Davis, those familiar with the fund take a different view.

"Yes, there should be a conservation effort. Yes, there should be consultation," said Stephen Brush, a professor of human and community development. "But that doesn't mean our efforts were misplaced. This was a very innovative idea.

"Look at the practicalities of really getting it done," Brush added. "We would have to go Mali. We'd have to spend time negotiating, figuring out who to talk to."

Children at risk

Sunrise in Mali, when cream-colored light tumbles out of a pastel sky and casts long shadows across the sand, is magnificent. But by mid.morning, Mali turns malevolent. The sun lances like a knife. The wind stirs up gritty clouds of dust and sand. And the heat has no mercy: It bakes and broils, bringing village life to a standstill.

Scores of statistics evoke Mali's misery. Its economy is among the poorest on the planet. The average life span is 49. The infant mortality rate - 119 per 1,000 births - is the ninth-highest in the world.

But Mali's misfortune touches some more than others. In the desert outback north of Ségou, it is magnified in the Bela villages where statistics are more than numbers on a page. They wear a human face.

They pad along the sand in bare feet and ragged T-shirts. They scavenge for seeds. They slap mud into wood frames to make bricks. And, like 6-year-old Alhousseini Ag Intamaka, they stand in the doorway of a hut in cowhide sandals.

The U.N. Statistics Division reports that Mali has the third-highest illiteracy rate in the world. Eight million of its 12 million people can't read or write. Alhousseini is one of them.

Like most Bela children, he has never seen a school, nor is he likely to. In this isolated village of Djoringuinda, there is no school. And childhood is brief.

"It's important he stay with the family - to help gather food, to herd our goats," said the boy's mother, Hatta Oualet Aboubaerine, in her native Tamashek language.

Among the Bela, childhood is not only short - it's risky. According to the U.N. Development Program, Mali has the highest childhood mortality rate from malaria in the world - 2,046 per 100,000 in the year 2000.

Many are buried in Bela villages. "I have 15 children but five are dead - three from malaria," said Douna Ag Ekhamadane, chief of the Bela settlement of Fisso. 

But all ages suffer. "For 18 days, I was sick. Today is my first day back," said brick maker Mossa Ag Alamene Cisse, just recovered from malaria. Standing near his mud-splattered job site, the 36-year-old Bela man looked worn out.

Making bricks is brutal work that pays about $1 a day - a typical wage in Mali, where the U.S. Agency for International Development reports people earn an average of $250 a year. Many make less.

"Sometimes we earn only 50 cents a day," said Alkhassane Ag Bilal, a Musawere farm worker. "And some days, nothing. We are paid only with food - rice or millet."

The U.N. also reports that Mali is chronically malnourished - one in five people don't get enough to eat. A balanced diet is not part of the Bela lifestyle.

Bursting into a thatch-roofed hut in Fisso, one gaunt herder opened his cupped hands to reveal a few specks of partially eaten grain seeds - crawling with ants.

"In a good year, these insects gather food like this and store it in the ground," Wandaya Ag Khami said. "And in a bad year, we dig it up and eat it."

Ag Khami's home, Fisso, is part of a constellation of Bela villages stretching northeast for 300 sun-punished miles from Niono to Timbuktu. Most settlements are home to fewer than 200 people. They are not marked on maps. For a visitor, just getting to a Bela village is a kidney-jarring excursion over rippling dunes, through eerie forests of flat-topped acacia trees and past grazing camels.

The Bela are tall, strong and friendly. Knowledge of foreign affairs is vague. During one conversation, Musawere chief Aljou Ag Alkhassane was perplexed when "America" was mentioned. "I've heard the name," he said. "But I don't know what it is."

Around the squalid farm town of Niono, where many Bela congregate for work, they live in clusters of mud and stick huts on the edges of someone else's fields. They sow sorghum and millet on scrub land ignored by others.

But when their domestic crops wither, the Bela have a backup. They forage for nuts and seeds. They comb the ditches and damp spots for bright green pools of wild Malian rice.

"The work is very hard," said Fadimata Walet Alkhassane, the Bela woman in Musawere. "Sometimes we labor all day - from morning to night - just for a handful. It can take three or four days to make one meal."

Nothing is wasted. After the reddish grains are gathered, the Bela bundle the stalks of O. longistaminata and use them for roofs, fences and windbreaks. They mix them with mud to make bricks. They even use them in dancing and ceremonies.

But one day soon, those practices may be history.

As Mali's rice industry has grown, efforts to eradicate O. longistaminata have intensified. Pointing to a green smudge on the horizon west of his Bela village of Bankore 1-7 Koura, farmer Talfi Yattara shook his head.

"Over there - through those trees - that's where we gathered wild rice," said Yattara, a pickax over his shoulder. "For me it was important - something to eat, to live on. But farmers from another ethnic group took the land, irrigated it and planted it. The wild rice, it no longer appears."

Blight-resistant rice

It was in this dusty region that a scientist more than 30 years ago collected a sample of O. longistaminata and dropped it in a bag. Not realizing the importance of his find, the researcher carried the sample - along with others - to the Central Rice Research Institute in India.

At that facility, in the mid-1970s, a scientist noticed something curious. When he dipped the leaves of O. longistaminata and other varieties into a solution containing the dreaded bacterial blight disease, the wild Malian rice remained healthy.

Excitement spread rapidly.

By 1978, O. longistaminata was sprouting at the the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in the Philippines, where scientists began trying to find the source of its disease-fighting power. By 1990, they had narrowed the search to a neighborhood of genes, perhaps even a single gene they called Xa21.

Then, Pam Ronald, a young researcher from Cornell University, showed up at IRRI and requested samples of the variety. IRRI sent seeds to Ronald by airmail. For free.

At Cornell, researchers had just completed a map to the vast genetic landscape of rice - its genome. Two years later Ronald took a job at UC Davis, where she continued searching for Xa21. By 1995, she had found it, and she began churning out clones. Soon afterward, the University of California filed a patent application on her clone.

The implications were enormous. Rice is a main dish for a third of the planet's inhabitants, but production is not keeping pace with population growth. If Xa21 could be spliced through crop biotechnology into domestic rice, it could feed future generations. Even more promising, there were signs it might work in maize, millet, sorghum and other crops important in the Third World.

"There was so much excitement," Ronald recalled. 

Like most UC Davis professors, Ronald is a public employee, paid by the state. Her research was partly funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, which has a mission to help feed poor nations.

But as word of her success spread, the private sector rushed in.

Monsanto and Pioneer negotiated options to license the gene, hoping to turn it into a blockbuster. Monsanto would pursue work on barley and rice, Pioneer on corn.

To the University of California, it was a natural fit. "We are good at basic discovery. We are not good at commercial development," said Bennett, the technology transfer director.

"It seemed like a good situation," Ronald agreed. "I was thrilled."

Sharing the spoils

Ronald's office, near the center of campus, is a reflection of her life. There are long rows of books, a bank of well-organized file cabinets and a rumpled gym bag in a corner. Ronald swims two miles a day and has an athlete's energy and determination.

As the potential of Xa21 became clear, Ronald threw her energy into sharing the spoils with Mali.

Traditionally, plants have been regarded as a common heritage of mankind, a vast green reservoir tapped for everything from cancer-fighting drugs to high-yielding crops. But biotechnology, with its power to patent genes, has raised concerns that universities and companies in wealthy nations are mining the genetic wealth of poor ones without compensating them - a practice some call "bio-prospecting," others "bio-piracy."

Ensuring that developing countries are rewarded for genetic resources was a key provision of the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity - a global treaty signed by more than 160 nations.

It was Ronald's mission, too: "It just seemed such common sense."

But she wasn't sure how to proceed. Using a biotechnology patent to help an impoverished African nation was unprecedented. Ultimately, in a plan approved by UC Davis Chancellor Larry Vanderhoef, the university decided it would award scholarships funded by the gene's expected future corporate profits.

"Education - in all its forms - is the thing we do," Vanderhoef said. "We felt this was something that certainly couldn't hurt."

Then something unanticipated happened: Monsanto and Pioneer didn't commercialize the gene.

"They never started any research at all - zero - as far as I can tell," Ronald said. "One day, businesspeople are in the mood to do one thing. And the next day - something else."

Monsanto said its priorities did, in fact, change. "It was an interesting technology at the time," Monsanto spokesman Bryan Hurley said of Xa21 in an e-mail. "Disease resistance isn't something we're focusing on within our pipeline today."

Pioneer said it had better science in-house. "There are a lot of ways to skin a cat," said spokesman Doyle Karr. "We focus on (things) that have the best chance of success."

Legal barriers

One institution remained keenly interested in Xa21 - IRRI, the nonprofit Philippine research center, wanted the cloned gene for its own biotechnology program. The center has a humanitarian goal: "to improve the well-being of present and future generations of rice farmers ... particularly those with low incomes." 

And Ronald's work, too, had a charitable theme. As a Rockefeller Foundation memo put it: "Rice biotechnology grantees will share materials and technology at zero royalty for use in developing countries. Grantees should not enter into agreements that conflict with this obligation."

Yet when the Philippine center - which had given the rice to Ronald in the first place - asked for a clone of Xa21 back, UC wanted to negotiate.

Although it agreed to provide the gene, UC wanted to make sure IRRI's research did not conflict with the U.S. commercial licenses. "We had legal obligations," said Bennett. "It was a challenging thing - a situation the office had never faced before."

As the haggling dragged on, something else drew Ronald's attention. In year three of the negotiation, she said, the university "put a $10,000 fee in there, after everybody had agreed there would be no charges at all."

Bennett, who had just become director, does not remember a fee. But Rockefeller's Toenniessen does. He called Bennett's office after hearing about it from IRRI. "I talked to a lady who said: 'Our job is to process the agreement and get as much money for the university as we can.' "

As the Xa21 fund foundered, it caught the attention of Gupta - the Indian agricultural specialist - who in 1999 traveled to UC Davis, later visited Mali and wrote his report for the U.N. Environment Program and the World Intellectual Property Organization.

"Pamela deserves credit for what she did," Gupta said. "I greatly admire it. But the community that is conserving the gene - the Bela - does not have children who will ever qualify for scholarships. Scholarships will only help the children of the bureaucrats."

Gupta maintains UC should make contributions mandatory for all scientists working with genetic material from Third World countries and put the money to work on the ground protecting biological diversity. He also said UC Davis administrators should have consulted with officials in Mali.

Chancellor Vanderhoef said UC Davis was "quite dependent on somebody who understood - or felt they understood - that circumstance," referring to Ronald.

Ronald, though, figures doing something was better than doing nothing. "I am not the kind of person where everything has to be perfect before you go forward," she said. "As soon as you go forward, you are going to get criticism."

Mali's top agricultural official had mixed feelings about UC's work with Xa21, which he knew little about. Though there are no genetically engineered crops grown in Mali, Bino Témé said the country might be able to benefit from the gene's powers.

"To share would be a good thing," Témé said in his office in Mali's capital of Bamako. "But how to share - that should be discussed with stakeholders in Mali."

But Témé also voiced personal reservations about UC's decision to patent the cloned African gene: "I am against this kind of appropriation of a genetic resource."

More patent claims

The patent explosion in plant biotechnology sprang from a 1980 U.S. Supreme Court decision allowing the ownership of novel life forms. Congressional passage of the Bayh-Dole Act that year, allowing universities to patent discoveries from government-funded research, also played a role.

The number of plant-related biotechnology patents issued annually by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office has jumped dramatically, from just 16 in 1981 to 289 in 1993 and nearly 2,400 last year, according to CAMBIA, an international biotechnology research center.

Today, there are so many claims on genes and gene technology that getting a new product to market is a nightmare. The most often-cited example is "golden rice" - a biotech variety engineered to produce beta carotene. It is aimed at curing a vitamin-A deficiency that causes blindness in Third World children. Five years ago, research on golden rice was stymied by more than 60 patents. It is not yet in production.

"If there were no patents, I would be happy," said Gurdev Khush, winner of the 1996 World Food Prize and former director of the plant-breeding program at IRRI in the Philippines. "Patents certainly complicate and delay research."

Khush - who received a doctorate from UC Davis in 1960 - knows Mali's wild rice well. He is the one who brought it from India to the Philippines in 1978. It also was Khush who sent the cultivated variety containing the Xa21 gene to Ronald.

Even so, he supports UC's decision to patent Ronald's discovery. "If you don't do it, somebody else might - and exploit it," he said.

Universities, foundations and companies are working to break the patent logjam by forming pools of publicly accessible patents to speed biotech varieties to hungry nations. One effort - the African Agricultural Technology Foundation - is supported by the Rockefeller Foundation.

Many Africans remain skeptical of biotechnology, saying genetically modified agriculture is just another First World help-the-hungry notion that will have little lasting impact - and could hurt more than it helps.

"This could mean another type of dependency," said Mamadou Dia.wara, director of the Center for Research on Local Knowledge in Bamako.

"Biotechnology is a technical solution," Diawara said, and in a country like Mali, technical fixes don't work well. "We have had antibiotics since 1928. But we still have kids dying daily here from very light infections. The challenge is not technical. It is social and political. It is finding simple solutions on the ground."

Hopeful for help

At Mali's rice research center outside Niono, truly simple solutions would help - like those a good plumber could offer. In the main administrative building, the toilets don't flush. No water flows from the taps. On a Tuesday afternoon, the place doesn't bustle - it hibernates.

In his cramped office, microbiologist Soungalo Sarra said he found out about the university's gene fund only last year - while surfing the Internet.

"If you don't know a fund exists, you cannot benefit from it," he said. Still, Sarra is hopeful something might one day germinate.

"Our laboratories are not well-furnished," he said. "We could exchange a lot of information on rice."

The facility's chief of research, Mamadou M'Bare Coulibay, reacted enthusiastically when told details about UC Davis' work with Xa21.

He was eager for information, for communication with UC and something more: He wanted the gene itself.

"The gene was taken from Mali," he said, springing to his feet, leaning over his desk. "It should be returned so we can test it on Malian crops, on Malian land."

Biotech terms

Biotechnology: Any technology involving living cells or organisms. In general use, and in this series, it refers to gene-splicing technology. Synonyms: bioengineering, genetic engineering (GE) and genetic modification (GM).

Bt: Bacillus thuringiensis, a bacterium that produces toxins lethal to certain insects but is considered safe for humans and other mammals. When the bacterial gene responsible for the toxin is put into crops, the plants make their own pesticide.

Clone: Genetically engineered replica of a DNA sequence. "Cloning a gene" means isolating and making copies of a gene, typically using engineered bacteria. (The more common use of "clone" means an organism derived from the DNA of a single "parent.")

Gene: A DNA segment that is the basic unit of heredity, containing instructions that cells need to make proteins, the workhorse of cell activity.

Genetically modified organism (GMO): An inexact term that refers to a life form changed through genetic engineering.

Genome: All the genetic information in an organism.

Organic foods: As defined by the U.S. government, organic animal products come from livestock that are not given antibiotics or growth hormones, while organic crops are grown without genetic engineering, ionizing radiation, synthetic fertilizers, sewage sludge or most conventional pesticides.

Processed foods: Foods altered from their raw state, typically resulting in changes in appearance, culinary characteristics, nutritional value, shelf life and structure. Examples: canned goods, cereals or crackers.

Roundup: Trade name for herbicide glyphosate made by Monsanto. Kills plants by inhibiting an enzyme made in plants but not in mammals, fish, birds or reptiles. Crops are "Roundup Ready" if they are genetically engineered to survive exposure to Roundup.

Transgene: Genetic material transferred from one organism to another through genetic engineering.
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The Guardian

Climate change may treble claims 

Juliette Jowit, environment editor
Sunday June 6, 2004
The Observer 

Insurance claims could treble by the middle of this century as climate change causes more floods, storms and heatwaves, the Association of British Insurers will warn next week. 

Claims have already doubled to more than £6 billion from 1998 to 2003 - twice the total for the previous five years. But risks could spiral if action is not taken. 

The UK Climate Impacts Programme forecasts that by the end of this century average temperatures could rise by 2 to 3.5C, winters will be wetter, and the sea level will rise 26 to 86cm. Two out of three summers could be like the hot summer of 1995 and storm activity could rise 50 per cent. The biggest impact is expected on property, says the report, A Changing Climate for Insurance. This is exacerbated by development in flood risk areas, the 'damageability' of electronic goods, and people being more willing to claim. 

The report estimates that by 2050 annual average weather claims could rise from £300 million to £600m for subsidence, and £400m to £800m each for storms and inland floods. In extreme years, this could rise from £600m to £1.2bn for subsidence and £1.5bn to £4.5bn for inland floods - and a staggering £40bn if floods hit London. 

The ABI wants government to invest more in flood defences, pass tougher measures against building on flood plains, and take steps to reduce emissions faster. 
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Sunday Standard (Kenya)

Environment report raises red alert for Kenya
By Ken Ramani 

Filth is choking up Kenya and pushing the country to the brink of an environmental catastrophe.

A comprehensive first-ever report on the status of the environment in the country reveals that a staggering 142 local authorities of the countries 174 do not have any form of sewage collection or disposal.

The 32 local authorities that have some form of sewage collection and disposal infrastructure developed them between 1972 and 2002.

The report by the National Environment Management Authority (Nema), the first of its kind, was due to be presented to the environment minister in Mombasa last night. It reveals that Nairobi generates over 2,000 tonnes of waste a day. Of this, 68 per cent comes from homes, while 14 per cent, 8 per cent, 2 per cent, 1 per cent and 7 per cent is from industrial, roads, hospitals, markets and other sources respectively.

The solid waste, coupled with the careless discharge into sewer systems of excretions by patients receiving cancer therapy containing radionuclides , pose some of the gravest environmental dangers for Kenya.

The expenses involved in sourcing incineration facilities and lack of technology have forced some new clinics to dispose of their wastes in dumpsites.

Kenya does not have a comprehensive policy on radioactive waste management, which forbids the unregulated dumping of such materials.

Prof Ratemo Michieka, who heads Nema, was expected to underscore the fact that lack of awareness on waste management, low funding and lack of sound policies as some of the problems besetting environmental protection when presenting the report to Environment Minister Newton Kulundu at the Whitesands Hotel.

Current approaches to waste management are neither effective nor sustainable, says the report.

Most local authorities reportedly give priority to waste water treatment and little or no attention to solid wastes. "The authorities have been unable to collect, treat and dispose of solid waste due to inadequate capacity and financial constraints," says Nema.

A more shocking revelation is that there are increasing cases of trafficking in radioactive materials into the country. 

It is also said that many diagnostic and therapeutic X-ray machines, MRI and ultra-sound equipment are imported into the country without being subjected to safety checks.

The report says there are no published regulations for a national radiological emergency response plan and procedures.

Additionally, the spread of high-input agriculture and displacement of the more diverse, traditional agricultural systems in the high potential areas is cited as the cause of the fast rate at which the country is losing its crop and livestock genetic diversity. 

Salination has occurred in 50 per cent of soils in the country. All irrigation schemes in arid and semi-arid (Asal) areas are under slight degradation hazard due to salinity, which has a direct impact on farm yields.

The deforestation that has occurred in Mt Kenya, Mau, Aberdare, Mt Elgon and Kaptagat forests has negatively affected watersheds.

Due to the loss of forest cover, the ability of water catchment areas to regulate run-off has been reduced, with subsequent flooding, such as is the case in Budalang’i.

Kenya’s forest cover currently stands at a critical 1.7 per cent of the country, which measures approximately 587,000 square kilometres.

The area under forest cover has rapidly diminished from 165,000 hectares in 1988 to 80,000 hectares in 2003.

Between 1990 and 2000 alone the annual loss of forest cover was 93,000 hectares. A total of 67,184 hectares was excised in 2001, one year before the previous government was voted out.

It is also observed that poverty, together with unsustainable livelihoods, puts undue pressure on natural resources. "This accentuates the vicious cycle of high population growth rate, poverty and environmental degradation," says the report.

Insecurity in the neighbouring countries results in an influx of refugees whose three camps in fragile ecosystem areas in northern Kenya have also impacted negatively on the environment and affected the resident communities.

Overstocking of both wild and domestic animals has increased habitat degradation in national game reserves.

Nema says land degradation has reduced agricultural productivity, the carrying capacity of grazing lands, water quantity and quality, as well as wood fuel output. About 35 per cent of the country is vulnerable to degradation and desertification.

The report says eight of Kenya’s lakes are being degraded by a combination of siltation, reduced inflow, over-fishing, introduced species and pollution.

It is said that virtually all swamps are in danger from encroachment by agricultural activities. Other threats to fresh water ecosystems include drainage of swamps, water off-take, intensification of fertiliser and biocide inputs, unsustainable exploitation of papyrus, riverine forest destruction, disturbance of water-bird colonies nesting in islands by fishermen, land degradation, mass death caused by diseases and pests and heavy tourism activities in certain parts of the country.

The introduction of the Nile perch (fish species) in

Lake Victoria has disrupted the ecosystem in the world’s second-largest fresh water lake.

"The food chain is being altered and in some cases, broken by the indiscriminate eating habits of the Nile perch. The subsequent decrease in the number of algae-eating fish allows the algae to grow at an alarming rate, thereby chocking the lake," says the report.

It says the growing amounts of algae, in turn, increases the amount of dead plant material that falls to the deeper portions of the lake before decomposing, which results in the depletion of the oxygen levels in the deeper layers of water.

"Without oxygen, any aerobic life such as fish cannot exist in the deeper parts of the lake, forcing all life to exist within a narrow range depth and exposing them to a diverse range of hazards," says the report.

It is revealed that pollution has contributed to the degradation of marine resources and habitats at the coastline. The report says in 2001-02 algal blooms and an unknown fungal coral disease were experienced in the coral reefs.

Nema says sea-grass is now threatened by potential pollution and adverse impacts from fisheries and coastline erosion.

The authority warns that in the coastal region, there is serious over-exploitation of resources and pollution that has led to biodiversity loss.

Nema says all reefs outside the marine parks are degraded to some extent. In the extreme south coast, dynamite fishing has destroyed some corals, which have been smothered by dredge spoils dumped at the mouth of the Tudor creek, over-fishing and pollution from direct discharge of wastewater from hotels into the Indian Ocean.

Nema says ground water is also threatened by intrusion of salt water in coastal areas, lecheates from garbage dumps in urban areas and infiltration of fertiliser and insecticide residues in agricultural areas.

Poor sanitation and drainage, poor management of solid waste, climatic and other conditions that favour the breeding of mosquitoes as well poverty are aggravating malaria prevalence especially in Coast, Nyanza and Western provinces.

Other waterborne and water-related infections such as diarrhoea, typhoid, intestinal worms-related diseases and skin and eye infections are said to be a direct result of poor environmental conservation.

It is noted that public funding for environmental activities has been low over the years. For instance, in the fiscal year 2000/01, the projected recurrent expenditure for the National Environment Protection Programme was Sh14 million. 

However, the actual allocation was only 25 per cent of the total requirements. During the same year, the District Environment Support, a core poverty reduction programme, was allocated only 14 per cent of its total requirement of Sh70 million and covered 32 districts out of the 71.

During the past 10 fiscal years, there has been a steady decline in multilateral and bilateral funding from Sh34 million in 1995 to Sh24 million in 2000.

The report was prepared after consultation with lead agencies and other major stakeholders. It covers tourism, water, health, population trends, agriculture, the manufacturing industry, bio-diversity, energy, pollution, municipal waste, mining and trade.

 
______________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Europe's energy use still rising 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The countries of Europe are not keeping their promises on the environment, the European Environment Agency believes. 
The agency, a European Union body, says the latest trends show growing evidence of climate change, on land and at sea. It says there are also worrying levels of urban air pollution and agricultural contamination of water, and increasing amounts of packaging and other waste. 

The agency calls in its report, EEA Signals 2004, for more use of market-based instruments to change behaviour. 

Hard choices 
The report says the evidence of climate change comes from receding glaciers, disturbance of marine species, and rising energy consumption. 

It says ways to tackle this include increasing energy efficiency, greater use of renewable energy, and "rethinking options for transport" - something for which politicians in many countries have shown little stomach. 

The report says the number of weather- and climate-related disasters in Europe during the 1990s was double the figure of the previous decade. 

It says their average cost "is conservatively estimated at around 10bn euros (£6.7bn) per year and rising". 

The agency's executive director, Professor Jacqueline McGlade, said: "Such figures suggest that managing Europe's natural resources is increasingly important for ensuring the viability of Europe's economic and social capital. 

Wasted expenditure 
"This is money that could otherwise be spent in productive ways, for example to promote competitiveness and innovation, which are defining conditions for delivering sustainable economic growth." 

Other findings in the report include: 

nitrate pollution from farming is continuing, and there is evidence that consumers are paying most of the clean-up costs for drinking water much of the continent's urban population is still exposed to air pollution above health protection levels, with low-level ozone and particulates the main concerns the area of built-up land is growing much faster than the population packaging waste is rising, and is projected to continue doing so; "overall trends in waste generation are unsustainable and current policy tools inadequate". Professor McGlade said the report showed the need for more progress in managing the environmental impacts of agriculture, transport and energy in particular, and for influencing the behaviour of consumers. 

She urged a greater use of market-based instruments to manage demand and incorporate "external" costs into prices, and said environmentally-targeted subsidies and innovation were also important. 

The EEA's 31 members are the 25 EU states, the three EU candidate countries - Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey - and Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. Membership negotiations are under way with Switzerland.
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UN or UNEP in the news

'There is karma between human and environment' 
The Jakarta Post, June 7, 2004 - The World Environment Day was commemorated on June 5 and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) picked "Wanted! Seas and Oceans -- Dead or Alive?" as its theme. In conjunction with the commemoration, The Jakarta Post talked to some residents on their opinion about the environment in the city, particularly the worsening pollution in the air and the sea.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailcity.asp?fileid=20040607.G05&irec=4 


UN wants safe havens for fish – Urgent acts needed to save depleted species
Bangkok Post, June 6, 2004 (Olso, Reuters) – The world should do more to set up protected zones in the oceans to shield depleted fish stocks form the ravages of trawlers and pollution. The United Nations said yesterday.
”Society can no longer view the world’s oceans as a convenient dumpling ground for our waste, or as an unlimited source of plenty,” UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement to mark World Environment Day yesterday…  

World marks Green Day
Hi Pakistan, Pakistan, June 6, 2004 - BARCELONA: The United Nations urged the creation of ocean parks to protect depleted fish stocks on Saturday as activists marked World Environment Day by freeing turtles, planting trees and decrying global warming. "There’s not a lot of reason for celebration," UN Environment Programme (UNEP) chief Klaus Toepfer said in Barcelona of the state of the planet. 
UNEP’s bleak slogan for June 5 is "Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?"
http://www.hipakistan.com/en/detail.php?newsId=en67099&F_catID=&f_type=source 

POISON CONTROL: Global water crisis needs unparalleled commitment from all 
New Straits Times, Malaysia - Jun 6, 2004 (Dzulkifli Abdul Razak) - THE subject of water is indeed a strategic one. 
Indeed we are entering into what Alex Kirby, the BBC News Online environment correspondent, called a thirsty century (June 2, 2000). This is a serious indication of how limited is the amount of water in the world.
As late as 1999 the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported that 200 scientists in 50 countries had identified water shortage as one of the two most worrying problems for the new millennium, the other being global warming.
http://www.emedia.com.my/Current_News/NST/Sunday/Features/20040606084106/Article/indexb_html 

Scientist suggests to set up national policy on climate change
BEIJING, June 6 (Xinhuanet) -- One of China's leading meteorologists suggested here Sunday that the country need to set up a uniform policy on climate change, in order to coordinate diplomatic, economic and social measures for ensuring the country's sustained development.
…A United Nations Environment Program report said that the climate change in 2003 cost the world at least 60 billion US dollars worth of damage, 10 percent more than that in the previous year.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/06/content_1510870.htm 

Environment Day today
The Daily Star, Bangladesh - Jun  5, 2004 (Staff Correspondent) - World Environment Day will be observed in the country today as elsewhere across the globe to raise awareness about environmental pollution. 
The day is observed every year as part of the United Nations Environment Programme adopted at Stockholm Conference in 1972.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2004/06/05/d40605060244.htm
Need to nurture seas and oceans 
Times of India, India -  JUNE 05, 2004  - LUCKNOW : On the eve of World Environment Day, chief minister Mulayam Singh Yadav exhorted the people to conserve nature. He said it should be the responsibility of every citizen to participate in programmes directed towards conserving nature.
Environment minister Rampayare Singh and minister of state for environment Rajendra Singh Chauhan said the United Nations environment programme had chosen seas and oceans as its theme with the underlying question of how to keep them alive or whether to allow them to 'die' on account of increased rate of pollution.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/720582.cms 

20KW wind turbine commissioned 
Fiji's Daily Post, Fiji - Jun 4, 2004 - The wind turbine is part of a regional Wind Energy Education Programme funded by the Danish Government through the United Nations Environment Programme. ...


Wanted! Seas and oceans dead or alive? 
The Jakarta Post, (Business and Investment - June 05, 2004, (Moch. N. Kurniawan, Jakarta) - "Wanted! Seas and Oceans -- Dead or Alive?" has been chosen by the United Nations Environment Programs (UNEP) as the theme of this year's World Environment Day, which is commemorated worldwide on June 5 each year.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/yesterdaydetail.asp?fileid=20040605.N01 


Environment Day today
Financial Express.bd, Bangladesh, 6/5/2004 - The World Environment Day will be observed today (Saturday) as elsewhere in the world to create worldwide awareness about environmental pollution. The UNEP has chosen the theme of this year as 'Wanted Seas and Oceans-Dead or Alive?' The message is simple. We have a choice: Act now to save our marine resources or watch as the rich diversity of life in our seas and oceans declines beyond the point of recovery. United Nations General Assembly at its 27th plenary session in 1972 decided to observe the World Environment Day on June 5 to create worldwide awareness about environment pollution and its management. President Iajuddin Ahmed and Prime Minister Khaleda Zia gave separate messages on the occasion. In his message, President said it is very important to keep our seas and oceans free from pollution to keep life vibrating on the earth. — UNB
http://www.financialexpress-bd.com/index3.asp?cnd=6/5/2004&section_id=5&newsid=11928&spcl=no 

U.N. launches int'l photo contest for environment
Friday, June 4, 2004 at 16:49 JST
TOKYO — The United Nations Environment Program announced Friday the launching of the fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment, which will accept entries from all nationalities and ages on the theme "Focus on Your World."
The competition, the largest of its kind in the world and sponsored by Canon Inc, will accept analog and digital photographs from both amateur and professional photographers beginning Saturday, the World Environment Day, through Oct 24, the United Nations Day. Details can be found on the UNEP's web site (http://www.unep-photo.com). (Kyodo News)
http://www.japantoday.com/e/?content=news&cat=1&id=301012
Backgrounder: World Environment Day
Xinhua, China -  2004BEIJING, June 4 (Xinhuanet) -- World Environment Day (WED), commemorated each year on June 5, is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/04/content_1508508.htm 

Commission launches wind turbine
Fiji Times, Fiji - (Friday, June 04, 2004) - FIJI could save $2000 in its import bill of 3000 litres of diesel fuel with the operation of the country's first wind turbine.
South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission Energy adviser Jan Cloin said this in turn would avoid the production of around 7500 kilograms of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas harmful to our environment.
… The turbine was funded by the Danish Government through the United Nations Environment Programme and the French Government.
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=2845 


Iran Ministries at Odds on Signing Kyoto Protocol 
Tehran Times, Iran, June 7, 2004 - TEHRAN (Reuters) -- Iran's powerful Oil Ministry has crossed swords with the Foreign Ministry on whether to sign the Kyoto environmental protocol, arguing petrodollars outweigh the need for greater sway abroad, an economist said on Sunday.
… The head of the U.N. Environment Program said on Friday Russia was likely to sign up to Kyoto, salvaging the deal that looked in peril after the United States, considered the world's biggest polluter, abandoned it in 2001.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=6/7/2004&Cat=9&Num=026 

Govt promises to act on environment
The Nation, Thailand, Thailand - Jun 5, 2004
... On Friday, the UN Environment programme sounded the alarm about threats to little-understood cold-water corals, saying that the less glamorous cousins of ...
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UN and UNEP in the news

China launches "green community" campaign

Xinhuanet 2004-06-05

China started a nationwide environmental protection campaign to establish "green communities" Saturday, to mark the World Environment Day. It aimed to "raise the people's awareness of environmental protection and encourage public participation in related activities," said Xie Zhenhua, Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration of China, at a ceremony in Beijing. Mr. Xia Kunbao, Coordinator of UNEP China Office attended the ceremony and made a speech.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/05/content_1509839.htm
Varied activities held around China to mark World Environmental Day

Xinhuanet 2004-06-05

Diverse, colorful activities have been held in many cities across China to mark the 33rd World Environmental Day, which falls on Saturday. In China's capital of Beijing, young people attended a ceremony on environmental protection sponsored jointly by the Song Ching-Ling Foundation and the State Environmental Protection Administration. The ceremony, with the theme of "I love China, I love Sea.", is aimed at increasing young people's awareness of protecting marine environment. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/05/content_1509872.htm
General Environment News

Beijing invests heavily in environmental protection 

Xinhuanet 2004-06-06

The national capital of Beijing has invested 10 billion yuan (1.2 billion USD) each year during the past five years to improve the local environment, governmental statistics show. Last year, the city poured 14.6 billion yuan (1.76 billion USD) into the construction of infrastructure facilities serving environmental protection, harnessing industrial pollution, and other environmental projects. The investment was 9 percent higher than that in the previous year and accounted for 4 percent of the city's GDP for last year. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/06/content_1510392.htm
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UN and UNEP in the news

News on World Environment Day

China Environment New 2004-06-07

China Environment News devotes a whole page to the information released by UNEP on World Environment Day (WED) including messages of Mr. Kofi A. Annan and Dr. Klaus Toepfer, fifty key facts about seas and oceans. It also reports the activities held in Australia, Japan, Kenya, Spain, America, Nigeria,etc on this year’s World Environment Day.

General Environment News

Tougher wildlife protection law under way
China Daily 2004-06-07

China plans to toughen its wildlife protection laws to preserve wild animal species and improve their care, State Forestry Administration officials say. Investigative work and the drafting of new legal rules are being completed for amending current laws, which first came into force in 1989, said Wang Weisheng, director of Division of Wildlife Management under Department of Wild Fauna and Flora Conservation. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-06/07/content_337154.htm
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Looting paralyzes food distribution in DR of Congo - UN

*
UN human rights report urges steps to end abuses in Iraq

*
UN announces establishment of Iraq’s Independent Electoral Commission

*
UNICEF launches drive against measles, polio in Darfur, Sudan

*
Asylum-seeker numbers fall again in first quarter of 2004: UN refugee agency

*
UN labour organization reviews migration in 93 countries for new action

*
Russia: Last tented camp for Chechens in Ingushetia slated for closure, UN says

*
Threats to cold-water coral reefs spotlighted on UN’s World Environment Day

*
UN Population Fund spotlights problem of child marriage

*
Countries set to hold largest-ever conference on Palestine refugees - UN

*
UN treaty on rights for people with disabilities may be ready for signing next year

*
Benin and Niger get UN grant to support peaceful settlement of border dispute

*
Venezuela: Annan notes latest developments in electoral review process

* * * *

DRC

4 June – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today appealed for an end to the looting that has forced it to suspend food distribution across the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

“We have just been through the worst situation, with our staff and offices coming under attack in Kinshasa, Kalemie, Lubumbashi and Kisangani,” said Felix Bamezon, WFP Representative and Country Director for the DRC. “We need security to continue our life-saving work.”

WFP has been providing 150,000 people in South Kivu province with 3,500 tonnes of food a month through nutritional centres and hospitals, as well as to food-for-work and other programmes. 

Thousands of Congolese attacked UN offices and peacekeeping bases yesterday, angry that fewer than 1,000 UN peacekeepers were unable to prevent 2,000 to 4,000 rebels from seizing Bukavu, South Kivu’s provincial capital, on Wednesday. The DRC’s military in Bukavu unexpectedly collapsed, the chief of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations said.

Fifteen DRC nationals working for WFP remained in the city, most of them hiding with their families for a second day. 

The last two WFP international staff members in Bukavu were taken yesterday by a helicopter owned by the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) to the north-eastern city of Goma. 

Before his evacuation to Goma, the head of WFP's office in Bukavu, Ndeley Agbaw, said civilians looted two barges loaded with 270 tonnes of food aid on Wednesday. The homes of WFP staff were also ransacked. 

In an indication of the confusion surrounding events, he said he had visited a nearby WFP warehouse which, contrary to an earlier report, had not been looted.

In the eastern town of Kalemie, a WFP warehouse containing 1,000 tonnes of food was looted, as was the WFP office. One WFP international staff member there was placed under MONUC protection and was later relocated to the south-eastern city of Lubumbashi.

In Lubumbashi, stone-throwing protesters smashed the windows of an office used by WFP and other UN agencies, Mr. Bamezon said. 

He added that in the north-eastern city of Kisangani, WFP staff members were told to stay at home for their safety. There a mob burned down the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) office and smashed shop windows.

Earlier this week the UN Security Council condemned "the incitement of hatred, especially against members of the local community, in particular those aimed at the Banyamulenge," or Congolese Tutsis.

More than 2,000 Banyamulenge from the Bukavu area fled into neighbouring Rwanda over the past couple of weeks, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) which has been taking care of them. 

* * *

Iraq Rights

4 June – A United Nations report on the human rights situation in Iraq released today documents alleged violations while recommending steps to prevent them from recurring.

The report notes the complexity of Iraq’s situation, marked by the political transition, acts of terrorism, detainees reportedly suffering at the hands of occupation forces, as well as extensive loss of life among civilians. 


On the positive side, “the Iraqi people have been relieved of the massive, systematic and institutionalized violations of human rights that took place under the preceding regime, and that they now have the prospect of arranging for their own democratic governance under the rule of law and in the spirit of international human rights norms,” the Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Betrand Ramcharan, says in an introduction to the 45-page document.


The report is based on a field visit by UN human rights experts who met in Amman with Iraqis from Baghdad, Basra, Erbil, Karbala, Mosul, Ramadi and Sulaymaniya.


Among those interviewed was Saddam Salah Abood Al-Rawi, a 29-year old former political prisoner under the regime of Saddam Hussein who was later detained in Abu Ghraib prison by the Coalition Forces. He said he was arrested without being told the charges against him and described horrific abuse, including over two weeks when he was allegedly subjected to torture which at times lasted for up to 23 hours. 

Mr. Al-Rawi, who has two missing teeth, charged that the Coalition Forces’ abuses included having teeth pulled, kicking, beating, guards standing on his hands and the infliction of mental cruelty, such as telling him he would first be raped by guards and then sent to Guantanamo Bay, if he did not “confess.” He was also kept in solitary confinement for approximately three months.

“At the time of a Red Cross visit to Abu Ghraib prison in January 2004, he was warned that if he said anything to the Red Cross visitor that the prison guards would not like, he would never live to regret it,” the report states. When interviewed by the Red Cross visitor, he did not disclose the abuses he endured.

“Mr. Al-Rawi said that the ill-treatment which he suffered as a political prisoner under Saddam Hussein was bad, but that during his days in Abu Ghraib as a Coalition Forces detainee he suffered humiliation and mental cruelty, in addition to the physical torture,” the report states.

In comments on the report, the United States authorities stated that they were “particularly concerned about these allegations which they considered extreme and inconsistent with other reports.” They added that the charges would be investigated.  

The report notes that leaders of the countries concerned have condemned rights violations and have pledged to bring those responsible to justice. “It is imperative that this be done, with accountability to the international community.”

The report also calls for measures to prevent future abuses, and contains a series of recommendations to achieve this end, including the appointment of an international ombudsman on human rights and humanitarian law who could issue public reports on compliance by coalition forces with international norms of human rights.

The experts also stress the need to establish an Iraqi Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

On the broader context, the report calls for accountability for human rights in conflict situations and in the struggle against terrorism. “The letter and spirit of international human rights and humanitarian law must be upheld. It is an imperative duty on all involved.”

* * *

Iraq Elections

4 June – The head of the United Nations electoral team in Baghdad today announced the formation of Iraq’s Independent Electoral Commission – the autonomous body that will guide the country towards polling set for January 2005. 

In making the announcement, Carina Perelli congratulated the Iraqi people “for having moved the process of transition and self-determination a step further in the road towards a democratic, sovereign and peaceful Iraq.”

The Commission, she said, “is well balanced and represents the rich diversity of Iraq and its people.” Those serving are Ibrahim Ali Ali, Abdelhussein Yaqoub Aziz Al-Hindawi, Hmdia Abbas Muhamad Al-Hussaini, Souad Mohammed Jalal Shalal Al-Jabouri, Izdin Mohammed Shafiq Al-Mohammdy, Farid Ayar Mikhail Ayar and Mustafa Safwat Rashid Ghafour Sidqi. The Chief Electoral Officer is Adil Mohammed Alwan Allami.


These individuals were chosen following a participatory and transparent process marked by nominations from any Iraqi wishing to suggest candidates.

Ms. Perelli explained that a one-time system to be used for elections to the National Assembly will employ proportional representation viewing the whole of Iraq as a single district.

“This system will allow voters to cast their vote wherever they are” from certified lists, she said. “The principles that guided the design were inclusivity and possibility for disperse communities of interest to accumulate their votes.”

* * *

UNICEF

4 June – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has launched campaigns to protect children from measles and polio in the war-torn Sudanese region of Darfur, where an apparent fresh round of fighting has driven hundreds more refugees over the border into eastern Chad.

UNICEF will provide Vitamin A supplements and vaccinations to more than 2 million children across Darfur in a bid to prevent measles, which is a leading killer in the developing world.

At least 100,000 children, living mainly near the border with Chad, will also be immunized against polio, UNICEF announced in a statement issued today.

The children’s health schemes have begun as the UN and aid agencies warn of a humanitarian crisis engulfing Darfur. Civilians have been killed or forcibly moved, villages destroyed or abandoned and livestock stolen during months of attacks by the Janjaweed militias, which were recruited and armed by the Sudanese Government in its battle with two rebel groups.

Since early last year more than 1 million people are estimated to have left their homes and at least 150,000 have fled into neighbouring Chad.

Today the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said hundreds of new refugees have arrived in the Chadian border town of Adre since Tuesday, fleeing reported fighting in three districts of Darfur.

UNHCR staff are trying to relocate as many refugees as possible away from the border and into its camps as the rainy season begins this month. So far more than 81,000 refugees have been moved. Spokesman Ron Redmond said the agency was sending additional staff and trucks to Adre to help handle this week’s influx.

Meanwhile, UNICEF is attempting to improve the quality of nutrition, education and drinking water for children still living inside Darfur. About 25 feeding centres have been established to provide food for malnourished children, and UNICEF is supplying food to other areas across Darfur.

Over the next three months the agency is also helping to construct or renovate 158 temporary classrooms, and is providing teaching materials and school supplies for 34,000 pupils. 

* * *

Asylum

4 June – The number of asylum-seekers reaching the world’s developed countries fell again in the first three months of this year, continuing a downward trend documented over the past few years, according to new figures released today by the United Nations refugee agency.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said a “spectacular decline” in the number of Iraqis, Afghans and Russians – who are overwhelmingly Chechens – seeking asylum led the way for a global fall in asylum claims.

Between 1 January and 31 March this year, there were 92,679 applications for asylum in the industrialized world – a 16 per cent drop on the previous quarter and more than 25 per cent below the same quarter last year.

The latest data maintains a steady trend that began in 2002. Last year, asylum-seeker numbers had already fallen to their lowest levels since 1997.

UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told a press briefing today in Geneva that “this is the eighth quarter out of the last 10 during which the number of asylum applications has decreased.”

Almost every one of the 29 countries measured by the UNHCR’s Population Data Unit reported sharp falls from the last quarter of 2003, with Europe recording an overall slump of 18 per cent, North America down 8 per cent, and Australia and New Zealand sliding by 7 per cent. 

France was the biggest recipient nation, with 15,739 claims during the three months. But this was still a 7 per cent decrease on the previous period.

The United Kingdom was the second greatest recipient, followed by Germany, the United States, Canada and Sweden.

Russians remained the largest group seeking asylum, with 7,508 claims made between January and March this year. However this was 26 per cent below the previous quarter’s figure and the lowest amount in a year.

Iraqis and Afghans comprised the two biggest asylum groups in 2001 and 2002, but their numbers have dropped dramatically since then. The number of Iraqi asylum-seekers in the first quarter of 2004, for example, was 2,143 – 81 per cent below the figure from the corresponding period last year. 

* * *

ILO

4 June – Working to develop a new programme of action on worldwide migration, the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) today released an up-to-date report on related trends in 93 of its member states.

ILO Migration Survey 2003: Country Summaries says the number of migrants seeking work and security in foreign countries is expected to increase rapidly in the coming decades. Collectively, these people would comprise the world's fifth most populous country if they were grouped in a single political entity. 

"In practically every region, the rising mobility of people in search of decent work and human security has been commanding the attention of policy-makers," says Manolo Abella, Chief of the ILO's International Migration Programme. "Migration is driven by differences and imbalances among countries and these differences have grown and not shrunk with globalization."

The report will be the basis for a general discussion on migration during the 92nd International Labour Conference which runs through 17 June in Geneva. It includes the latest information on migration trends, conditions, law and practice, its impact on recipient and donor countries while describing national experiences with regulating both migration and migrant employment.

The annual ILO conference debates global social and labour issues, oversees compliance with international labour standards and establishes the agency’s budget. 

* * *

Chechnya, Russian Federation

4 June – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today reported that the Russian Federation plans to close the last remaining tented camp for displaced Chechens living in the neighbouring republic of Ingushetia.

The agency was initially concerned about the abrupt announcement, which came on Tuesday, but was reassured by Russian officials that water, electricity and gas services would remain available until all internally displaced persons (IDPs) have left the camp, UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told the press in Geneva.

Hundreds of people have returned to Chechnya in recent days, while dozens of others have moved to different locations within Ingushetia. Nearly 550 are still registered at the camp, according to the latest estimates.

Mr. Redmond said that most IDPs are opting to return to Chechnya, apparently motivated by a range of government incentives like cash grants and food rations, but above all by promises of compensation for lost property and destroyed houses.

“Protection staff continue to systematically interview returnees, all of whom claim to be aware of the availability of alternative shelter in Ingushetia,” he said. “Many have commented that they do not want to move somewhere temporarily, and a few have said they consider the current security situation in Ingushetia to be similar to that in Chechnya.”

Some 54,000 Chechen IDPs were estimated to be living in Ingushetia as of the end of May. 

* * *

Coral

4 June – Slow-growing cold-water corals are being damaged by heavy, deep sea fishing gear, waste disposal and oil and gas exploration and production, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

Cold-water corals grow slowly and build beautiful but fragile 3-dimensional lace work structures, which are particularly vulnerable to impacts. UNEP warned that some reefs in the East Atlantic have already been destroyed, and most others show scars from trawling. Other threats include the impact from the laying of cables and telecommunications links, UNEP said.

The new findings, with the theme “Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?” have been in conjunction with World Environment Day, marked on 5 June. 

UNEP appealed to the more than 40 countries with the coral reefs in their deep waters to safeguard them, noting that new submersible technologies have shown that they are much more widespread than formerly thought.

Until recently, cold-water corals were known largely in the northern hemisphere off Canada, the United Kingdom and the Nordic countries. The latest surveys, however, have detected cold-water coral reefs as far south as the Galapagos Islands, Angola, Brazil, Indonesia, Spain, Suriname and the Seychelles, UNEP said.

Some reefs, such as the individual ones on the continental shelves stretching from Norway to West Africa, when combined were far bigger than the more famous tropical ones, such as Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 

* * *

Marriage

4 June – More than 100 million girls over the next decade will marry before their 18th birthday, including many aged as young as eight or nine, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) warned today at an international meeting in Washington on youth health.

Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, Executive Director of UNFPA, told the annual conference of the Global Health Council, host of the meeting Youth and Health: Generation on the Edge, that the issue of child marriage has been neglected in the global agenda.

“Married adolescents have been largely ignored in the development and health agenda because of the perception that their married status ensures them a safe passage to adulthood,” she said, adding “nothing could be further from the truth.”

Ms. Obaid called for more initiatives to combat the incidence of child marriage, citing its deleterious effects on the health, education and social, economic and political growth of girls. She noted that child marriage is particularly entrenched culturally in many nations.

The UNFPA chief said the root causes of child marriage, such as poverty, discrimination against girls and the lack of education for girls, must be tackled. Paid jobs give girls “a degree of autonomy, mobility and freedom from traditional gender roles.”

She called for public awareness campaigns in countries with a high prevalence of HIV/AIDS alerting girls of the increased infection risk resulting from marrying much older men.

* * *

Middle East

4 June – Representatives from 67 countries are set to gather in Geneva next week for the largest conference on Palestine refugees in 56 years, the United Nations agency working to alleviate their plight (UNRWA) announced today. 

Delegates representing these governments as well as nearly three dozen international organizations will discuss the future of humanitarian assistance to millions of refugees scattered across the Middle East during the two-day gathering which opens on Monday. 

The UN currently estimates that there are 4.1 million Palestine refugees. One third of them still live in camps in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The remainder live in the towns and villages of host countries, often close to the camps. 

UNRWA describes the camps – which began as tent cities – as “crowded urban ghettos, suffering from poor sanitation, dire levels of poverty and very high population densities.” 

The agency provides basic education, free primary healthcare, relief and social services to assist the refugees. 

The Geneva conference has been called to increase international support for the refugees, UNRWA said. Workshops will focus on the wellbeing of Palestine refugee children, the camps, socio-economic development and the mobilization of resources. 

* * *

Disabled

4 June – A global treaty protecting and promoting the human rights of the world’s approximately 600 million people with disabilities could be ready for signature as early as September 2005, the Chairman of a United Nations committee drafting the convention said today.

Briefing reporters in New York following a two-week negotiating session, Ambassador Luis Gallegos Chiriboga of Ecuador said there were still many substantive and procedural issues to be negotiated before an agreed text would be ready.

“But I am a believer in optimism and human nature,” he said. “We could have something substantive (ready for international signature and ratification) in September next year.”

Mr. Chiriboga said the numbers of people living with disabilities, either physical or mental, will rise given that the population is ageing and many people acquire disabilities not through birth but later in life through sickness or injury.

It is estimated that one in 10 of the global population, or 600 million people, have a disability. Up to three quarters of them live in the developing world.

Mr. Chiriboga said the convention would contain a monitoring body to help enforce its provisions, but its structure was yet to be decided.

The 24-article draft, approved by the committee today, is based on the principles of the dignity, individual autonomy and independence of persons with disabilities, their full inclusion as equal citizens and participants in all aspects of life; respect for difference and acceptance of disability as part of human diversity, equality of opportunity, and non-discrimination.

The committee’s next session will be held from 23 August to 3 September.

* * *

Trust Fund

4 June – A United Nations Trust Fund has awarded the African nations of Benin and Niger $350,000 each to help defray the costs of settling their border dispute at the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

The two countries went to the Court in May, 2002 asking that it determine the course of the boundary between them in the River Niger. They want the ICJ to spell out which State owns each of the islands in that river, particularly Lété Island. They are also seeking a determination on the boundary between Benin and Niger in the River Mekrou.

The Trust Fund, which was set up in 1989 specifically to encourage States to take their disputes to the ICJ, has so far made grants to six countries. 

* * *

Venezuela

4 June – Noting the Venezuelan National Electoral Council’s release of the preliminary results of its review of signatures on a petition to oust President Hugo Chávez from office, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on Venezuelans to resolve their political stalemate peacefully.

In a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan commended the work of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Carter Center, which observed the entire process of review of the petition signatures – known as the reparos, or correction, process.

The statement said that the Secretary-General “urges all Venezuelans to cooperate constructively to ensure a peaceful electoral and constitutional solution to the country’s political impasse.”

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Democratic Republic of CongoUpdate
We have an update on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo:

It remains tense.  Reports from the UN Mission indicate that there is no fighting taking place in Bukavu although sporadic looting continues.

The rebel forces under General Nkunda and Colonel Mutebutsi are less visible in the city streets, but the UN Mission’s assessment is that no significant withdrawal has yet taken place.  Meanwhile about 1,000 displaced people are being taken to a nearby location where they will be assisted by the UN system and by NGOs.

There are indications that a government team headed by Foreign Minister Ghonda will travel to Bukavu tomorrow.

In the capital, Kinshasa, the area around UN headquarters is calm today, but there are reports of looting in other parts of the city.  In Kindu, there were demonstrations this morning and 6 UN vehicles were damaged.

The UN Mission has issued a statement deploring the attacks against UN premises and appealing to all members of the Transitional Government to work towards restoring peace and the credibility of the transitional process.

Meanwhile the World Food Programme today appealed for an end to looting and attacks against its offices in the DRC, saying that the violence had forced the temporary suspension of its aid operations in many parts of the country.

We have both those press releases available upstairs.

**Iraq Elections
Earlier this morning in Baghdad, the head of the UN electoral team, Carina Perelli, announced that an agreement had been reached on the electoral framework for Iraq, including the eight members of the Independent Electoral Commission, including the Chief Electoral Officer.

According to Perelli, the Commission is well-balanced, and reflects the rich diversity of Iraq and its people.

Perelli said this meant that Iraq had moved further along on the road to self determination.  This has been done, she added, thanks to the determination, participation and political will of the Iraqi people.

From now on, she told the press conference, the Electoral Commission would be in the lead on the electoral process, while the UN provides technical assistance.

During the press conference she outlined the procedure through which the members of the Commission were selected.  And her introductory notes are available upstairs to you.

**Iraq – Human Rights Report
A report on human rights in Iraq has been released today by the UN’s Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

In it, the acting High Commissioner, Bertrand Ramcharan, says the fall of Saddam Hussein removed a government that preyed on the Iraqi people and committed shocking, systematic and criminal violations of human rights.

Ramcharan says that after the occupation of Iraq by Coalition Forces there have been some violations of human rights, and the governments concerned have condemned those violations and pledged to bring those responsible to justice.  It’s imperative that this happens, Ramcharan adds.

These are just some of the findings.

Others include a recommendation to reform Iraqi laws that violate international human rights standards and the designation of an Iraqi human rights ombudsman as soon as possible.

Copies of the report are available on the High Commissioner’s Web site.

**Darfur
Hundreds of new Sudanese refugees reportedly fleeing new fighting have fled into eastern Chad this week, according to the UN’s refugee agency.

At the same time, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees says heavy rains have already begun to cut off roads and make access difficult to the southernmost part of the border region.

A UNHCR emergency airlift is also continuing.

The influx began on Tuesday and shows no sign of slowing.

**Security Council
There are no scheduled meetings or consultations of the Security Council today.

The weekend Security Council retreat with the Secretary-General is scheduled to start this evening.

**Asylum Seekers
The number of people seeking asylum in industrialized countries fell sharply in the first quarter of 2004, continuing a downward trend that began in 2002.

According to UNHCR, there has been a spectacular decline in the number of Iraqi and Afghan asylum seekers, and a sharp drop in Russian claims -– mainly from Chechens.

During the first quarter of 2004, France was the largest asylum-seeker receiving country, followed by the United Kingdom and Germany.  You can get more on the UNHCR Web site.

**Trust Fund
From his Trust Fund to Assist States in the Settlement of Disputes through the International Court of Justice, the Secretary-General has awarded $350,000 each to Benin and Niger -- both of whom sought financial assistance for the settlement of a boundary dispute.  We have a press release on that.

**UNEP - Cold Water Corals
On the environmental side, cold-water corals -– not as well known as their warm-water cousins in the tropics -– are far more widespread and numerous than had previously been thought and are also under serious threat.

Researchers are now discovering cold-water coral reefs in many of the world’s seas and oceans including the Atlantic, the Pacific, the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean.

Until recently, it was thought that these corals were largely confined to deep waters in the northern hemisphere off places like Canada and Scandinavia.

These findings are detailed in a report from the UN Environment Programme, and are being released to mark World Environment Day which is being celebrated on or around 5 June.

The report also warns that many of the fish species found living around these corals are under threat from activities such as deep-water fishing and waste disposal.

The full report is due out in early July, but we have a press release with details available in my office.

**ILO/Migratory Labour
From the ILO, the number of migrants crossing borders in search of work and security is expected to increase rapidly in the coming decades -– and if all international migrants were to form a single political entity, they would represent the world’s fifth most populous country.

Those are some of the findings of a comprehensive new survey on labour migration by the International Labour Organization, which provides, for the first time, detailed information on migration laws, policies and practices in 93 countries.

We have a press release with details on the survey upstairs.

**Global Compact
On the Global Compact, on 24 June, the Secretary-General will host the Global Compact Leaders Summit at UN Headquarters here in New York.

The Summit will be the largest gathering ever of chief executive officers, government officials and leaders of civil society on the topic of global corporate responsibility.

Approximately 400 participants will attend the one-day summit, including hundreds of chief executive officers and senior executives of major international corporations.

Participants will assess the progress of the Global Compact and announce new initiatives.  Chief executive officers and other leaders will exchange experiences regarding the implementation of the Global Compact’s principles in the areas of human rights, labour conditions and the environment.

We have a press release on that upstairs.

**UNFPA – Child Marriages
On child marriages, the UN Population Fund is calling for more attention to be paid to the issue of child marriages, which violate the human rights of millions of girls by threatening their health, restricting their education and limiting their social, economic and political growth.

Speaking at a special session of the Global Health Council in Washington today, Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, the Executive Director of the UN Population Fund noted that the perception that married status ensures girls a safe passage to adulthood could not be further from the truth.

We have more information in a press release on that.

**UNRWA
Next Monday and Tuesday, the Swiss Government and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) will co-host a conference in Geneva on the future of humanitarian assistance for Palestinian refugees.

Representatives of more than 60 countries and 30 international organizations will discuss the critical needs of some 4 million Palestinian refugees.

Workshops will cover four key areas:  the well-being of Palestinian refugee children; housing; infrastructure and the environment in Palestinian refugee camps; the socio-economic development of the refugees and the management and mobilization of resources on behalf of the refugees.

We have more on that in a press release.

**G-8/UNICEF
On the G-8 Summit, while leaders of the world’s richest countries gather on Sea Island, Georgia in the United States for the G-8 Summit, UNICEF calls on them to remember the plight of children in many of the world’s poorest countries.

And they’ve put out a press release with more details.

**Integrity Survey
As part of the UN reform process, the findings of the Integrity Perception Survey commissioned by the Office of Internal Oversight Services are being posted on the Web today, along with the Secretary-General’s comments on it, which are contained in a letter to the staff.

**Press Conference This Afternoon
Press conferences this afternoon:  1:15 p.m. in this room, Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, who is Chairman of the UN Ad Hoc Committee for a Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, will be here to talk to you about the results of the Committee’s two-week meeting which ends today.

**Press Conference on Monday
And then a press conference on Monday at 11 a.m., the UN Environment Programme will be sponsoring a press conference by the Deep Sea Conservation Coalition concerning bottom trawl fishing in international waters.

**World Chronicle TV Programme
The Information Department has asked me to announce that World Chronicle programme no. 940, featuring Ambassador Marjatta Rasi, the President of the Economic and Social Council, will be seen today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And we have the Week Ahead to help you with your coverage of the UN next week.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, sir?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Could you tell us if there are any new developments in the sexual harassment case of Mr. Lubbers?

Spokesman:  No, the Office of Internal Oversight Services has submitted a draft report to the Secretary-General.  And following standard procedure, he has shown that draft to Mr. Lubbers for comment.  So, we’re still in the middle of a procedure here and we won’t have anything further to say until that procedure is completed.

Question:  How will this procedure follow from here on?

Spokesman:  Well, we’ll get the comments of Mr. Lubbers and then the Secretary-General will ask OIOS to finalize the report, and we’ll see where it goes from here.  I can’t predict.

Question:  And why is this not a final report yet and when do you expect that?

Spokesman:  OIOS traditionally asks for comments on its internal reports, which are intended as management tools; comments from those that they are reporting on.  So, this is standard procedure, as I said, and it hasn’t yet been completed.  Yes?

Question:  Can you confirm that the Dutch Prime Minister Balkenende had a phone call with the Secretary-General about this issue last Tuesday?

Spokesman:  No, I cannot off the top of my head.  I would not tell you, in any case, the subject of the Secretary-General’s conversations.  I usually have the telephone log.  I can confirm whether he spoke to this one or that one, if asked.  But once you go back to Tuesday, I no longer have that in my head.

Question:  The Dutch Prime Minister confirmed, his office today confirmed the telephone call, and in it his office stated that the Dutch Prime Minister asked Kofi Annan to be as fast-forward with this report as possible, because it’s damaging the image of the High Commissioner.  Can you confirm that...(interrupted)?

Spokesman:  Well, I think it’s also damaging to the Office of the High Commissioner, and I think everyone wants to see it done quickly.  But we also want to see it done fairly and right.  So, if you come to my office afterwards, I’ll see if I can confirm the fact that this telephone conversation took place.  But as I already told you, I can’t say anything about what they discussed.

Question:  I’ve got one last question.  A Dutch newspaper is publishing today some of the conclusions in the report.  And they’ve stated that there are three female employees of UNHCR who felt pressured and intimidated not to come forward with their complaints about sexual harassment cases of Mr. Lubbers.  Can you confirm that?

Spokesman:  No, I cannot comment at all about an investigation that’s under way.  If there were any leaks, that’s very unfortunate, I think it prejudices really the outcome of the entire investigation.  So let’s wait and see what this report looks like when it’s finalized.  And we wouldn’t comment before that time.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  I just wanted to get something straight about what’s public and what’s not.  Is it public information how much the United Nations pays troop-contributing countries for peacekeeping operations?

Spokesman:  I believe it is.  I believe that would be a budgetary matter, and all budgetary matters are contained in public documents.

Question:  In that case, would it be possible to remind the Comptroller of that fact, who refuses to release figures of how much the UN is paying to, or has paid to Member States for their peacekeeping operations?

Spokesman:  Certainly, I’ll ask if we can make that information available to you.  But I assume it’s already available in some document somewhere.  Maybe you just need help in locating the document.

Question:  That would be very helpful, but I got the message that the Comptroller was refusing to release those numbers for protocol reasons.

Spokesman:  Well, we’ll certainly look into it for you.

Question:  Thank you very much.

Spokesman:  I was told, for the Dutch Journalists who were here, now seem to have left, that...(interrupted).

Question:  No, I am here.

Spokesman:  Okay.  That, yes, I can confirm that the Secretary-General spoke with the Dutch Prime Minister on Tuesday.

Question:  Can you confirm anything on the subject of their conversation?

Spokesman:  Nothing on the subject.  We never do.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Karma" ��The Jakarta Post – There is karma between human and environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Oceanhealth" ��ENS - Ocean Health in the Spotlight on World Environment Day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trawling" ��The Times (London) - Deep trawling threatens newly discovered corals��� HYPERLINK  \l "Coral" ��The Independent (U.K.) - Cold-water coral put at risk by deep-sea fishing�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Opporrtunity" ��Independent on Line - Death of corals will be lost opportunity�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Protest" ��AP - Greenpeace stages deep-sea fishing protest in Barcelona ahead of World Environment Day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "ConcursoFotografico" ��International News - Enfoque Su Mundo; UNEP realiza el lanzamiento de una nueva edición del Concurso Fotográfico Internacional para el Medio Ambiente 2004-2005� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Medioambiente" ��Diario Hoy (Argentina) - Concurso Internacional de Fotografía sobre Medio Ambiente � 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Alerta" ��La Prensa (Panama) - Alerta en el Día del Ambiente� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Maresyoceanos" ��El Diario - Los expertos advierten sobre el peligro de la contaminación de mares y océanos�


La Vanguardia – Barcelona, capital de los mares*


� HYPERLINK  \l "Futuro" ��El Diario - Un futuro cada vez más complicado para el planeta�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Litter" ��The Malta Independent On Line – Let’s not drown in litter�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Greenday" ��The News International - World marks Green Day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "WorldEnvironmentDay" ��The Irish Times – World Environment Day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��The News International  - Musharraf urges nation to help govt stop oceanic pollution�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��The Nation – Thailand – Govt. promises to act on environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fish" ��Reuters – UN Urges Safe Havens for Fish from Trawlers� (Also published by CNN, Yahoo, Swissinfo)


� HYPERLINK  \l "Link" ��Sfgate.com - An environmental link between the U.N. and S.F.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Renewables" ��ENS - The Age of Renewables Has Arrived�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��Reuters - Russia Seen Ratifying Kyoto in 2004-UNEP Head�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��New Straits Times (Malaysia) - Global water crisis needs unparalleled  commitment from all�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Jungle" ��The Daily Telegraph – Rumbles in the jungle …��� HYPERLINK  \l "Ricegene" ��Sacramento Bee – Seeds of Doubt:  Mali’s people reap no reward from cloned wild-rice gene��* Unavailable


** Coverage locally in E.A. Standard, Daily Nation of 5 and 6 June 
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