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Toxic waste spawning radioactive diseases in Somalia coastline: UN
NAIROBI, March 4 (AFP) 
Very toxic waste washed on to Somali's coastline by last December's tsumani have spawned diseases bearing symptoms of radioactive exposure in villagers along the shorelines of the shattered African nation, UN Environment Programme said on Friday. 

Citing initial reports, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall told AFP that "there are indications that harzardous waste, radioactive waste, chemical waste and other substances, (in containers) which have been dumped on the Somali coastline, were damaged by the tsunami."

United Nations officials said the deadly waves, which originated off Indonesia on December 26, possibly damaged the containers in northern Somalia and spilled the waste to the open, from where it spread further -- either by wind and humans -- causing diseases.
Nuttall said United Nations agencies working in northern Somalia, a country that has been wracked by anarchy since 1991, reported symptoms of diseases.

"There are reports from villagers of a wide range of medical problems like mouth bleeds, abdominal haemorrhages, unusual skin disorders and breathing difficulties," Nuttall said. UN officials familiar with the situation say the diseases bear radiation sickness symptoms.
"UNEP is in discussions with (Somali) government with a view to sending a full assessment mission to the country so that we can work out the magnitude of the problem," Nuttall explained.

Somalia authorities reported that nearly 300 people -- a figure the humanitarian agencies dispute -- were killed and thousands displaced by the tsunami waves, which were sparked by an undersea quake in Indonesia on December 26.

Along other Indian Ocean shorelines, up to 290,000 people died.
In the late 1980s, European firms dumped wastes such as uranium, lead, cadmium, mercury and other industrial waste in northern Somalia, but the trend picked up rapidly after the violent ouster of strongman Mohammed Siad Barre in 1991, according to United Nations officials.
© AFP Agence France-Presse 

_____________________________________________________________________________

New Scotsman: Sickness linked to tsunami 

ROB CRILLY 
IN NAIROBI 

4 March 2005
AN OUTBREAK of disease along the Somali coastline is feared to have been caused by illegally dumped toxic waste containers that were broken up by the Asian tsunami. 

The United Nations said yesterday that it would send inspectors to assess the pollution, which follows the deaths of about 300 Somalians from the initial impact of the waves. 

Nick Nuttall, a UN spokesman, said: "We have reports of hazardous waste - including radioactive materials - being broken up by the tsunami. 

"We also have reports from people in fishing villages suffering a variety of ailments, from mouth bleeds, nasty respiratory diseases and skin disorders to abdominal haemorrhages."

​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________________________

LaBolsa.com/Hispavista [Europa Press]

RSC- El balance del tsunami habría sido menor de no haberse destruido manglares para tener "playas perfectas", según ONG
MADRID, 3 (EUROPA PRESS)
3 de marzo de 2005, 14:02 
El balance del tsunami que el pasado 26 de diciembre arrasó las costas de varios países del sureste asiático habría sido menor de no haberse destruido los manglares para conseguir "playas perfectas" para la industria turística, según ha denunciado la ONG británica de defensa del turismo sostenible Tourism Concern en relación con el informe que el Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) acaba de publicar.

Según el PNUMA, en las zonas de costa en las que los manglares y los arrecifes de coral estaban mejor conservados, las olas se frenaron antes de su impacto en las zonas habitadas. Así se ha constatado al menos en los parques nacionales de Yala y Bundala, en Sri Lanka, donde la vegetación costera y las dunas restaron fuerza al agua.

En declaraciones publicadas por el diario británico 'The Telegraph', la directora de Tourism Concern, Tricia Barnett, aseguró que "si lo corales no hubieran sido destruidos para construir hoteles, si los manglares no se hubieran eliminado para conseguir 'playas perfectas' y si los hoteles no se hubieran construido tan cerca de la costa, el balance de muertos habría sido menor".
Esta organización espera, por esta razón, que la reconstrucción de las infraestructuras costeras preste atención a estas cuestiones. "La población local está reconociendo las oportunidades que esta catástrofe ha abierto para que todos se beneficien de un turismo sostenible", añadió.

La ONG ecologista WWF, por ejemplo, ha insistido en la necesidad de que la reconstrucción sea medioambientalmente responsable. Así, ha empezado por asesorar a los proveedores en la compra de madera procedente de explotaciones sostenibles, y en el impulso de la recuperación de residuos.

En el informe publicado la semana pasada, el PNUMA pidió que la reconstrucción del sureste asiático respete criterios medioambientales y de seguridad de la población, apuntando que la industria turística debe asumir el liderazgo en estas tareas.

El documento reclamaba la elaboración inmediata de un mapa de 'puntos sensibles' en los que quede prohibida la construcción de viviendas, hoteles, fábricas y demás infraestructuras que puedan amenazar al entorno natural o suponer un peligro para la población en caso de nuevos desastres.

El PNUMA considera que es la industria turística la que debe asumir el liderazgo en estas tareas de relocalización responsable, sobre todo al ser una fuente vital de ingresos para estos países.
Para Tourism Concern, el tsunami ha demostrado precisamente "lo mucho que algunas comunidades locales dependen del turismo". "La esperanza es que, a medida que las infraestructuras turísticas se reconstruyan, esta realidad anime a la industria a garantizar que una mayor parte de los beneficios van a las comunidades", apunta la ONG.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Keralanext (India) [original text off BBC News website]

Africa: Waves 'brought waste to Somalia'
4 March 2005

[Africa News]: Tsunami waves could have spread illegally dumped nuclear waste and other toxic waste on Somalia's coast, a United Nations spokesman has said. Nick Nuttall of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) told the BBC that December's tsunami appeared to have broken barrels and scattered waste. 

Mr Nuttall said a preliminary UN report had found that Somalis in the northern areas were falling sick as a result. 

Some firms have been dumping waste off Somalia's coast for years, the UN says. 

It says international companies have been taken advantage of the fact that Somalia had no functioning government from the early 1990s until recently.
Cancer link 

"It appears that the tsunami broke open the containers and scattered a lot of these toxic substances around," Mr Nuttall told the BBC's Focus on Africa programme. 

We need to see if there needs to be a clean-up, whether top soils have to be removed and disposed of safely" Nick Nuttall

We are talking about radioactive chemicals, heavy metals, medical waste.. you name it," he said. 

Mr Nuttall said that reports from the tsunami-hit areas in northern Somalia had found that some local villagers there had mouth bleeds and haemorrhages. 

He said that some of the hazardous wastes had been linked with cancer. 

"We know this hazardous waste is on the land and is being blown around in the air and being carried to villages.

___________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Somali MPs Call for Help to Clean Up Hazardous Waste

[also on Saudi Press Agency]
Sat Mar 5, 2005 08:48 AM ET  

NAIROBI (Reuters) - Somali members of parliament called on Saturday for international help to clean up tons of hazardous waste dislodged by the Asian tsunami, which they say is causing breathing problems and skin infections in Somalia.
The tsunami, triggered by a massive earthquake in the Indian Ocean, killed an estimated 300,000 people in 11 countries most of them in Asia. About 300 people were killed in Somalia by the after shocks.

A United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report released last month said the tsunami had dislodged hazardous materials in Somalia, which for years had been used as a dumping ground by other countries for their nuclear waste.

The report said the dumping was made easier by the break down of law and order in Somalia after the overthrow of military dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in 1991.

"The earthquake hit the coastline of Somalia and threw out ... containers containing toxic waste," MP Awad Ahmed Ashra told a news conference in the Kenyan capital Nairobi

"There are several reports of a wide range of medical problems like abdominal hemorrhage, and unusual skin disorders," he said.

The MPs accused European firms of dumping toxic waste like uranium, mercury and lead in Somalia for more than a decade, but they did not name any companies.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua General News Service: Somali lawmakers appeal for global assistance over toxic wastes
March 5, 2005 Saturday 9:00 AM EST

WORLD NEWS; Science & Technology

Somali lawmakers have appealed to the international community to help find a lasting solution to toxic wastes dumping along the Horn of African nation, saying it was having harmful effects on the local population.

Addressing a news conference in Nairobi on Saturday, the exiled Somali legislators and civil society representatives said Somalis are suffering from the effects of illegally dumped nuclear waste, washed ashore by the Asian tsunami and some European companies.

Somali Member of Parliament Awad Ashara said the residents of coastal areas in the chaotic African country are suffering a range of serious health problems caused by the toxic wastes. 

He said that the waste posed significant danger to Somalia's fishing industry and also local marine life.

"We appeal to international community to help Somalia find a lasting solution to these toxic wastes which have harmful effects on the residents. Somalia does not have mechanism to determine the effects of these wastes to the people and urge the world take action against those responsible," Ashara told reporters.

"The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) was involved in tracing these wastes and it was lately that they blew the whistle when the Tsunami hit the coastline of Somalia and threw out to the land surface containers containing these wastes," he noted.

Legislator Abdalla Haji Ali said some international companies from Europe have taken advantage of the fact that Somalia had no functioning government from the early 1990s until recently to dump these wastes.

Some of the ailments caused by these illegal wastes according to the lawmakers include skin disorders, breathing difficulties and intestinal haemorrhaging. 

The December 26 tsunami is said to have dislodged and broken up toxic containers which had been dumped on the seabed. 

Over the past decade, Ali said Italian and Swiss companies are alleged to have made thousands of illegal shipments of nuclear waste along its coastline. 

"In the late 1980s, European firms dumped wastes such as uranium, lead, cadmium, mercury and other industrial waste in northern Somalia, but the trend has picked rapidly after the violent ouster of strongman Mohammed Siad Barre in 1991," Ali said.

The UNEP recently said the situation also poses a serious environmental hazard for neighboring countries. 

UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said a preliminary UN report had found that Somalis in the northern areas were falling sick as a result.

The UN report accused some firms of dumping waste off Somalia's coast for years. 

Nuttall said that reports from the tsunami-hit areas in northern Somalia had found that some local villagers there had mouth bleeds and haemorrhages. 

He said that some of the hazardous wastes had been linked with cancer. 

But the Somali legislators called on world leaders including the UNEP to assess the full impact for the country, noting that Somali fledging government does not have scientific capability to assess and prove the damage caused by these nuclear wastes.

"We urge both the interim Somali government and the UNEP to double their efforts of investigating properly these toxic wastes in order to find the appropriate remedy for the sick people and to take legal action against those who dumped toxic wastes," the legislators said.

"The Somali civil society is in the process of establishing Watchdog for this matter in order to save the Somali people who are victims of this toxic waster," they noted.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Presseportal.de

Nach dem Tsunami: Geisternetze bedrohen Meerestiere
04.03.2005 - 09:01 Uhr, GSM Ges. z. Schutz d. Meeressäugetiere    

   Hamburg / Quickborn (ots) - Der Tsunami vom 26. Dezember 2004 war

wohl die schrecklichste Naturkatastrophe in der Geschichte der

Menschheit. Schätzungsweise 250 000 Tote, viele Millionen Obdachlose.

Aber auch die Umwelt hat schlimm gelitten. Freigesetzte Giftstoffe,

mit Salz verseuchte Grundwasservorräte, Brunnen und Felder. 

   Darüber hinaus berichtet jetzt die Gesellschaft zum Schutz der

Meeressäugetiere (GSM), unter Berufung auf Experten der

UN-Umweltorganisation UNEP, von einem weiteren gewichtigen Problem,

das bisher unbeachtet war. Danach hat der Tsunami Hunderttausende

Fischernetze, Langleinen, Fischfallen und anderes Fischereigeschirr

in den Ozean gespült. Die genaue Zahl wird sich nie feststellen

lassen, aber allein im Jemen, der relativ weit vom Epizentrum des

Erdbebens entfernt liegt, wurden etwa 10 000 Netze ins Meer gerissen.

   "Das ist wie eine Zeitbombe. Die Netze werden durch die Ozeane

treiben und Meerestiere wie Fische, Wale und Delfine, Schildkröten

oder Seevögel bedrohen", sagt Petra Deimer, Vorsitzende der GSM, "was

sich einmal in dem Gewebe verfängt, kommt nicht mehr frei und muss

erbärmlich verhungern oder ersticken."

   Die Netze und anderen Fanggeräte sind aus modernen synthetischen

Materialien hergestellt und praktisch unverwüstlich. Über Jahrzehnte

werden sie, von Strömungen verteilt, durch die Ozeane geistern, Tiere

töten, sich um Schiffsschrauben wickeln und Strände verschmutzen.

Jedes einzelne Netz, so sagen die UNEP-Experten, wird als "Killing

Machine" schätzungsweise hunderttausend Fische das Leben kosten, bis

es nach vielen Jahren zerfällt.

Pressekontakt:

GSM (Gesellschaft zum Schutz der Meeressäugetiere e.V.)

Petra Deimer 04106 4712

___________________________________________________________________________

The East African: An assured water supply can set women free

by Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, on the occasion of International Women’s Day 

This year is historic for the United Nations and an historic one for women.

It will, I believe, go down as the year in which the role of women in respect to the environment and the environment’s role in delivering gender equality moved from the edges into the centre of political life.

In just a few months time, a summit-level meeting of the UN will take place in New York to review the successes and failures of the Millennium Development Goals.

The eight goals, covering poverty eradication and the supply of drinking water to environment and education, are crucially important for women and girls.

Take the provision of drinking water. In many parts of the developing world, it is women and girls who go out ever day to find this most precious of precious resources. One stark fact, contained in a report written for UNEP’s first Women’s Global Assembly on the Environment better known as the WAVE initiative—Women as the Voice for the Environment.

In the mountain areas of East Africa women can expend close to a third of their daily calories in collecting and supplying water to their homes and communities.

So we need water not only for healthy rivers, lakes and streams, for agriculture and for industry. We need water so that women can spend more time at home with their families and girls can spend more time at school.

Water and a healthy environment is therefore part of the solution for achieving the Goal that relates to universal primary education.

Improved sanitation is also part of this package and part of the gender and environment dimension of the Goals. For it goes to the heart of women’s dignity and influences their enthusiasm to attend school.

Women are also disproportionately affected by natural and weather-related disasters of the kind that are likely to become more frequent if climate change is not curbed.

They are often in the frontline, shouldering the responsibility of keeping communities together and offspring alive during times of famine and drought.

In pastoral societies, when cattle die, the men migrate to new pastures leaving the women and children to hunt for ‘famine foods’, pods and tree products. 

Women and girls have a special relationship with the environment in other ways. They are often the custodians of indigenous knowledge and promoters of biodiversity and environmentally-friendly management.

Studies of 60 women-managed kitchen gardens in Thailand have chronicled 230 different vegetable and other species, many of which had been rescued from a neighbouring forest before it was cleared. 

Village women in the Kanak Valley, Province of Baluchistan, Pakistan, can readily identify 35 medicinal plants they commonly use. They say that the plants “grow up with no masters”, a reference to the fact that the plants have no husbands to boss them around. 

In Yazd, known as the “desert capital” of Iran, it is women who have devised novel methods of agricultural production including food production in tunnels constructed underground. 

In south-east Mexico, women keep as many as nine breeds of local hens, as well as breeds of ducks, turkeys and broilers in their back gardens selecting the best breeds to suit local environmental conditions. In other words, women are actively conserving the genetic diversity of Mexican breeds and thus contributing to conservation. 

Desertification afflicts up to half of China’s population. In a dry and degraded area 1,000 km west of Beijing, communities have been mobilized by women to plant willows and poplars to halt the advancing deserts and create fertile land for vegetable production. 

So women are in the frontline in the quest for sustainable development but have, for too long, been forced into a back-seat role with respect to men.

So it is high time that their contribution was recognised and that time has come.

Currently, at a meeting in New York, delegates are conducting a ten-year review of the UN World Conference on Women which was held in Beijing, China, in 1995.

Its findings, to be released on 11 March, will guide the discussions in September at the summit-level review of the Millennium Development Goals.

UNEP has its contribution to make, too. A few weeks ago we held our Governing Council at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. It was attended by delegations from well over 130 countries. 

I am delighted to say that, among the many important decisions taken, was a landmark one on environment, gender equality and the empowerment of women. 

That this happened owes much to the able and intelligent discussions led by Lena Sommestad, the Swedish environment minister and chair of the Network of Women Environment Ministers, and Wangari Maathai, deputy minister of the environment for Kenya and the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner.

The decision calls on governments and the international community to mainstream gender equality right across the board from education to policy and programmes including Poverty Reduction Strategies.

International commitments and treaties that affect women should be given special attention. Those include chemical, heavy metals, water and sanitation and human settlements.

Women should enjoy equal access to economic activities, market opportunities, land tenure and natural resources.

Development and environmental policies should specifically address their impact on women.

Meanwhile, UNEP will help young women to take part in environmental meetings and conferences as well as highlight the link between environment and gender equality in our assessments in conflict zones.

International Women’s Day, celebrated on 8 March, is always an important day. I would suggest that in 2005 it should be marked as the year when the WAVE initiative was truly given voice for the sake of women, for the sake of men, for the sake of a healthy, equitable, world.

.

_______________________________________________________________________
New Straits Times (Malaysia): US scuttles world treaty bid..ZO: B -All Region 

March 6, 2005, Sunday
Pg. 22 

IN a victory for the United States, world environmental leaders have
rejected the idea of a binding treaty to curb the use of mercury and
instead decided to foster voluntary partnerships with industries to try
to accomplish the same thing, the Los Angeles Times reported.

Meeting at the United Nations Environment Programme's headquarters in
Nairobi, Kenya, environmental ministers from 140 countries agreed that
they would promote - but not require - industry's use of mercury-reducing
technologies and meet again in two years to take more action if emissions
do not decline. 

Mercury, which is used in gold mining, chlorine production, battery
manufacturing and other industries, is traded on world commodities
markets, particularly in Asia, Africa and South America. It is also
emitted by coal-fired power plants, and when released into the air, it
spreads globally, contaminating fish and other seafood.

The partnerships will focus on several industries, including chlorine
production, coal-fired power plants and small-scale gold and silver
mining in South America and Africa.

"I don't consider the partnerships much of a step forward at all, but
there are small steps forward, such as the UN conducting a global trade
report on mercury," said Linda Greer, director of health programmes at
the Natural Resources Defence Council in New York.

"With the US refusing to listen to anything but their own idea, it was
impossible to accomplish more," she said.

"They were really bullies at the meeting. There was no give and take."

Because mercury can impair brain development, the US Food and Drug
Administration advises pregnant women and women who may become pregnant
to avoid eating large predatory fish such as swordfish and shark and to
limit consumption of other fish to about 350 grammes a week.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Haaretz (Israel)

Israel, PA to resume joint ecological projects
3 March 2005 

By Zafrir Rinat

Israel and the Palestinian Authority will resume cooperation on environmental issues, which ceased at the beginning of the intifada.
Palestinian and Israeli officials who attended a meeting called by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) in Helsinki, Finland, decided that the joint environmental committee will resume its work in the area in two months.
The committee, which was formed as part of the Oslo Accords, has not been convened since September 2000.

UNEP's council recently discussed the implementation of the recommendations made by a UN experts' team, which published a comprehensive report about the environmental situation in the territories two years ago.

The experts reported that the Palestinian population is exposed to severe health hazards caused by groundwater pollution, pirate waste dumps and untreated sewage. 

No change has taken place since the report's publication.

The PA has difficulty handling environmental issues, and Israel, which is responsible for the territories, fails to deal with the problems and sometimes makes them worse, the report said.

___________________________________________________________________________

Neues Deutschland:

Wer Kredit will, muss an die Umwelt denken
Banken hoffen auf neue Geschäftsfelder durch das Kyoto-Protokoll 

Von Hermannus Pfeiffer 

05.03.05

Nicht überall, wo Öko draufsteht, ist Öko drin. Bei den Banken ist es allerdings umgekehrt, immer mehr führende Finanzinstitute beachten Umweltbelange bei der Kreditvergabe.


Für ein Gutachten der 1971 in London gegründeten Unternehmensberatung ERM wurden 38 internationale Finanzinstitute befragt. Immerhin die Hälfte von ihnen beschäftigt Mitarbeiter, die sich ausschließlich mit sozialen und Umweltrisiken befassen. Carlo Alberto Marcoaldi ist zuständiger Direktor der Environmental Resources Management (ERM): »Führende Banken wie Citigroup, ABN AMRO, Westpac und Barclays wurden befragt, ob sie soziale und umweltpolitische Aspekte bei der Vergabe von Finanzierungen berücksichtigen«, und sie tun es. Fast alle befragten Großbanken gaben an, ihre potentiellen Kreditkunden nach öko-sozialen Risiken wenigstens zu befragen, 90 Prozent berücksichtigen Umweltaspekte konkret bei der Kreditvergabe an Unternehmen. 


Marcoaldi sieht seit Anfang der neunziger Jahre einen deutlichen Wandel im Bankgeschäft, hin zu mehr Umweltbewusstsein. So schlossen sich drei Dutzend Top adressen, wie Citigroup, Credit Suisse und HSBC und aus Deutschland Dresdner und Hypo-Vereinsbank, den globalen »Äquator Prinzipien« an und verpflichteten sich damit, ökologische und soziale Risiken bei ihren Geschäften zu berücksichtigen. Ein erster Schritt, auch wenn sich die Unterzeichner nicht zu ökologischen Musterbetrieben verwandelt haben, wie Nichtregierungsorganisationen immer wieder nachweisen. Aber auch in den oberen Banketagen entwickelte sich in den neunziger Jahren – wie in der ganzen Gesellschaft – ein zunehmendes Umweltbewusstsein. Beflügelt wurde das Umdenken von Katastrophen, wie sie die Ölplattform »Brent Spar« auslöste oder die mit Dioxin verseuchte Chemiefabrik Böhringer in Hamburg.

Solche unmittelbar millionenschweren Pleiten richten zugleich einen milliardenschweren Image-Schaden an und kommen dadurch indirekt auch die Banken teuer zu stehen, weil diese um ihre Kredite fürchten müssen. 
Außerdem hat der grüner gewordene gesetzliche Rahmen und die Vergabe von Emissionsrechten an Unternehmen, die diese weiter verkaufen können, den Markt in vielen Ländern verändert. Eine Maschinenfabrik oder Tankstelle, die erfolgreich wirtschaften will, muss heute diverse Umweltaspekte einkalkulieren, wenn sie wirtschaftliche Erfolge feiern will. Entsprechend interessiert an grünen Fragen zeigen sich daher inzwischen viele Darlehen vergebende Banken. 


Durch das im Januar in Kraft getretene Kyoto-Protokoll dürfte sogar ein neuer, globaler Finanzmarkt mit handelbaren Emissionsrechten für Treibhausgase entstehen. Banken hoffen auf ein neues Betätigungsfeld, in dem sie ihrer klassischen Aufgabenstellung nachgehen können, nämlich Angebot und Nachfrage zusammen zu bringen. 
Zu den 200 Unterzeichnern einer weiteren globalen Umweltinitiative gehört auch die Deutsche Bank. Mit der im Vergleich zu den Äquator-Prinzipien weicheren »UNEP-Erklärung der Finanzinstitute zur Umwelt« verpflichtete sie sich gegenüber der Umweltorganisation der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) zur nachhaltigen Entwicklung. Offensichtlich gilt diese Nachhaltigkeit nicht für ihre Beschäftigten. Der Streit zwischen Ökonomie und Ökologie geht weiter.

​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________

Oekonews.at: Keimfreies Trinkwasser - Dank Solarkocher
6.3.2005

Ein Kocher kann Wasser für 15 Personen abkochen

Durch verseuchtes Trinkwasser sterben in Afrika täglich 6.000 Menschen, überwiegend Kinder. Auf diesen Skandal hat jüngst Klaus Töpfer, Direktor der Umweltbehörde UNEP, aufmerksam gemacht. Töpfer berichtet in einem Beitrag des Greenpeace Magazins, dass mehr als die Hälfte der etwa 670 Millionen Menschen in den Staaten Afrikas südlich der Sahara keinen Zugang zu sicherem Trinkwasser hat Weltweit sind sogar 1,3 Millarden Menschen völlig von sauberem Trinkwasser abgeschnitten. 
. 
Durch diesen Mangel an sauberem Trinkwasser sind auch Konflikte und sogar Kriege vorprogrammiert. Aber nicht allein diese Zahlen zeigen die menschliche Tragödien, sagt Töpfer weiter. Der Wassermangel hält die Menschen von einem produktiven Leben ab, untergräbt die gesellschaftliche und ökonomische Entwicklung. Mit einem Solarkocher können an einem sonnigen Tag 50 Liter Wasser abgekocht werden. Das ist ausreichend Trinkwasser für etwa 15 Personen.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne, Australia): Snow business slow
March 6, 2005 Sunday
 TRAVEL; Pg. V03

Snow business slow 
 
A warmer Earth is putting the heat on a famous German alpine resort, writes ERIK KIRSCHBAUM

GLOBAL warming is more than merely a theory in Germany's most famous winter resort, where a worrisome shortage of snow in recent years has forced the Alpine village to reinvent itself.

Garmisch-Partenkirchen gained worldwide fame as the venue for the 1936 Winter Olympics, but the picturesque town of 27,000 is now relying more on summer tourism because rain falls more often than snow in winter.

As the snow line retreats up mountains in the face of what many scientists believe to be the effects of global warming, Garmisch -- at an altitude of 700m -- is rarely covered in snow.

Losing its "white gold" has alarmed its inhabitants. 

The town, which derives 70 per cent of its economic output from tourism, has nevertheless tried hard to replace what nature has stopped giving by investing millions of euros in state-of-the-art snow-making equipment."Without the artificial snow we simply wouldn't be able to attract enough tourists here in the winter," said Thomas Schmid, mayor of Garmisch-Partenkirchen, which lies in an alpine valley north of the Austrian border.

"We have enough snow on the slopes thanks to the snow machines," he said.

"We can't be afraid of global warming.

"We have to be ready for it. We can't afford to be surprised by it."

It is, Mr Schmid concedes, more than a shame that Garmisch and picture-postcard mountain villages like it in Austria, Italy, Switzerland and France are receiving less snow.

The United Nations Environment Program warned in a 2003 report that global temperatures were expected to rise due to global warming by up to 3C in the next 50 years, raising the snow line and crippling many ski industries.

The UNEP report said slopes above 1200m now considered viable ski areas would be at risk within 30 to 50 years, when skiers would have to trek up to 1500m to 1800m.

Most of Garmisch's ski and snowboard slopes are between 750m and 2000m -- among the highest in Germany. World Cup ski races at a lower Bavarian resort, Berchtesgaden, have been cancelled in two of the past five years because of a lack of snow.

"There's nothing more beautiful than a snow-filled winter landscape," said Mr Schmid.

"It's our jewel and we have to do what we can to protect it. But it's a global problem. In Garmisch we have to be pragmatic and ready for the era that might follow."

To that end, he said Garmisch had developed a network of summer hiking trails and mountain bike routes. It has also heavily promoted its summer tourism, touting its pristine mountain air as an antidote to allergies.

"We're taking the problem seriously," said Mr Schmid, whose office is filled with oversized paintings of the snow-capped mountains that rim the valley around Garmisch.

"You can fool nature a bit, but you can't buy the weather," said Thomas Eisenhofer, 37, who operates a ski rental business. "The artificial snow will help keep us going for a while, but we're going to have to figure out what to do then."

Karl Ernst, 70, remembers as a child when snow in Garmisch piled up as high as 2m.

"The winters were completely different back then," said the retired train conductor. "Now winters feel more like spring."

Gerhard Hofmann, head of climate observation at the German Weather Service office in Bavaria, said snow cover days in the region had declined by 10 per cent in the past 15 years.

"It's due to global warming and not climate fluctuation," Mr Hofmann said.

"Keeping ski slopes into the valleys open and operating is becoming a problem all over Bavaria."

Andrew Syme, manager of a restaurant at the Ostfelderkopf ski slope 2050m above Garmisch, looked out at the thin covering of snow and sadly shook his head.

"Normally, we should have had at least a metre of snow by January," he said.

"Two years ago there was no snow through the Christmas season and lifts were shut down.

"We could never make up for those losses. It's scary. The weather is going crazy."

BizYahoo.com [3DEntertainment]: Breathtaking New 3D IMAX Theater Film, SHARKS 3D, Presented by Jean-Michel Cousteau, Premieres Today, March 4th at the Tennessee Aquarium
Friday March 4, 7:15 am ET 
- SHARKS 3D Creates Major Waves at the Tennessee Aquarium IMAX 3D Theatre in Chattanooga. Come Closer Than You've Ever Dared to One of Nature's Most Sophisticated Yet Endangered PredatorsWitness Feeding Frenzies, Swim With the Biggest Fish on Earth and Overcome Your Deepest Fears as You Encounter a Great White Shark 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., March 4 /PRNewswire/ -- The Tennessee Aquarium, Jean-Michel Cousteau and 3D Entertainment, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme, invite audiences to a stunning immersive diving experience with SHARKS 3D, the first-ever shark-themed 3D IMAX theatre film, premiering this Friday, March 4 at the IMAX 3D Theater. Join the expert international team of ocean explorers that brought you OCEAN WONDERLAND 3D, which has already been seen by over 500,000 audience members in Chattanooga, on this unique round-the-globe expedition documenting the life of the ultimate predator.

	


The Tennessee Aquarium IMAX 3D Theater brings SHARKS 3D to life in grand fashion, offering a unique 3D experience from each of its 406 stadium-style seats with high-definition images projected onto the huge, eight story-tall screen and 12,000 watts of pure digital surround sound. Showtimes this week are 11:00 am, 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm, 2:00 pm, 3:00 pm, 4:00 pm, 5:00 pm, 6:00 pm daily with additional screenings at 7:00 pm, 8:00 pm and 9:00 pm on Friday and Saturday only. Advance tickets may be purchased online at http://www.tnaqua.org or call 1-800-262-0695 for group sales. The Tennessee Aquarium IMAX 3D Theater is located at 201 Chestnut Street in Chattanooga.

"I am very pleased that Chattanooga-area residents will now get the chance to share in this truly memorable encounter with the world's great shark species, such as the Great White, Whale Shark and Hammerhead," said Jean-Michel Cousteau, President of Ocean Futures Society. "Watching SHARKS 3D is like pulling on a diving suit and swimming weightlessly with sharks all around. If you've ever wanted to know what it's really like to dive with sharks, this film is certainly a must-see. You can witness them as they truly are in their natural habitat -- not wicked man-eating creatures, as they are far too frequently depicted in modern feature films, but wild, fascinating and highly endangered animals that have been in existence since a million years before the dinosaurs."

"Despite the existence of various international treaties, certain shark species have been reduced by nearly 80% in the past decade alone. Today, the priority is not only to end the steady decline of the shark population, but to rehabilitate its image among the general public," said the United Nations Environment Programme's Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer.

"There are a lot of myths and misconceptions about sharks and shark bites," says Rob Mottice, Tennessee Aquarium acquisitions manager. "Sharks should be respected, not feared. Sharks do much less harm to people than people do to sharks. A hundred million sharks are killed each year. People are more likely to be killed by lightning than by a shark."

"The film's purpose is to lead people to think differently and positively about sharks. As many fellow conservationists have stated before, we protect only what we love. Therefore, we first need to understand what sharks are really like before there can be a change in public perception. Then perhaps we will begin to protect them," said director Jean-Jacques Mantello.

Principal photography on SHARKS 3D required an extensive nine-month shoot totaling 500 dive hours. The film was shot on location in Guadalupe Island, Socorro Island, Revillagigedos and the Sea of Cortez (Mexico), Malpelo Island (Colombia), the Red Sea (Egypt), Sodwana Bay (South Africa), Inhambane (Mozambique), San Diego (USA) and Rangiroa Atoll (French Polynesia).

In addition to its Chattanooga engagement, SHARKS 3D is now playing at the Moody Gardens IMAX 3D Theater (Galveston, TX), CN IMAX Theatre (Vancouver, BC), Universal CityWalk IMAX Theatre (Universal City, CA), Entergy IMAX Theatre (New Orleans, LA), IMAX Theatre at Tropicana (Atlantic City, NJ), the Virginia Aquarium (Virginia Beach, VA) and the Luxor IMAX Theatre (Las Vegas, NV). For a full list of IMAX theatres showing SHARKS 3D, please go to http://www.sharks3D.com
SHARKS 3D is produced by 3D Entertainment and McKinney Underwater Productions Inc. Directed by Jean-Jacques Mantello, filmed by Gavin McKinney and executive produced by Francois Mantello. SHARKS 3D features an original score composed by Christophe Jacquelin and performed by the Bulgarian Symphony Orchestra, with an original song, "Still Be Blue", sung by Djazia Satour.

SHARKS 3D is distributed worldwide by 3D Entertainment in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (http://www.unep.org) and is endorsed and supported by Ocean Futures Society (http://www.oceanfutures.org), Reef Check (http://www.reefcheck.org) and PADI's Project Aware (http://www.projectaware.org).
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UN or UNEP in the news


Radiation threat follows tsunami
NEWS.com.au – Australia, By Bokongo Bosire in Nairobi - March 05, 2005 - HIGHLY toxic waste washed on to Somalia's coastline by the December tsumani has spawned illnesses with symptoms like radioactive exposure in villagers along the shore of the shattered African nation.
Nick Nuttall, a spokesman for the UN Environment Program (UNEP), said: "There are indications that hazardous waste, radioactive waste, chemical waste and other substances (in containers), which have been dumped on the Somali coastline, were damaged by the tsunami."
http://finance.news.com.au/story/0,10166,12448196-23109,00.html 

Africa: UN: Environmental change may be boosting diseases
Keralanext - Kerala,India, Friday, March 04, 2005 - [Africa News]: NAIROBI - Environmental changes wrought by population movement, destruction of habitats and other factors may be behind a resurgence of infectious diseases, a United Nations study says. 
A rise in cases of diseases such as malaria and dengue fever, and the recent crossover to humans of others such as the Nipah virus, are linked to a host of changes that create more favorable conditions for their spread, according to a report by the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) issued on Monday.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/indexread.asp?id=137636 

Somali MPs call for help to clean up hazardous waste
Reuters India, India - Mar 5, 2005, NAIROBI (Reuters) - Somali members of parliament called on Saturday for international help to clean up tonnes of hazardous waste dislodged by the Asian tsunami, which they say is causing breathing problems and skin infections in Somalia. 
The tsunami, triggered by a massive earthquake in the Indian Ocean, killed an estimated 300,000 people in 11 countries most of them in Asia. About 300 people were killed in Somalia by the after shocks. 
A United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report released last month said the tsunami had dislodged hazardous materials in Somalia, which for years had been used as a dumping ground by other countries for their nuclear waste. 
http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml?storyID=7816643&type=worldNews 

GREEN ARCHITRENDS
Green restoration and preservation of churches 
INQ7 Interactive, Inc., Philippines - Mar 4, 2005, By Amado de Jesus, Inquirer News Service 
Editor's Note: Published on page B2-2 of the March 5, 2005 issue of the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
RESTORING and preserving the cultural heritage of a community is a very green concept. This is especially true for Philippine churches, structures that have come to symbolize our strong Christian belief.
…."Greening the Financial Sector: Managing Environmental Risks in Banking Lending" will be held on March 11 at the Dusit Hotel in Makati City from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event aims to highlight financing opportunities for and address emerging financial issues on environmental due diligence and management toward achieving sustainable development.
Experts from the banking and financial sector have been invited. Organizing the event are the Asia-Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption and Production (APRSCP) and the Association of Development Financing Institutions in Asia and the Pacific (Adfiap) in partnership with the United Nations Environmental Program, Bangkok (Unep) and the International Finance Corp. (IFC).
http://news.inq7.net/lifestyle/index.php?index=1&story_id=29494 

Europe: Swiss hail progress at environment conference
Keralanext - Kerala,India - Friday, March 04, 2005 - [Europe News]: The head of the Swiss environment agency, Philippe Roch, says he is satisfied with the outcome of a United Nations environment meeting, held in Nairobi. 
Among the topics discussed were the link between poverty and the environment, as well as the protection of the world’s drinking-water reserves.More than 1,000 delegates - including around 100 ministers - from nearly 140 countries attended the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) meeting, which was held at its headquarters in the Kenyan capital.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/indexread.asp?id=137869 

Asian drought affects millions, hits crops, exports
Daily Times, Pakistan - Mar 4, 2005, BANGKOK: A severe Asian drought has left millions of people struggling to find water, damaged crops from India to China and cost millions of dollars in lost exports. 
In hard-hit Vietnam, desperate farmers burned thorns off cactus to feed the water-storing plants to their thirsty sheep, state television reported this week. 
Coffee farmers in Daklak, one of Vietnam’s major coffee-producing provinces, are facing huge losses due to the dry weather expected to last until early May. 
“The drought is serious and everybody is longing for rain,” a resident of Buon Ma Thuot, the Daklak capital, told Reuters.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_5-3-2005_pg5_21 

SUNDAY BRUNCH: Sharing the wealth
The Nation (Thailand) Published on Mar 6, 2005 - Escap executive secretary Kim Hak-su is working to make sure that all Asian countries benefit from globalisation
For the past four and a half years, Kim Hak-su, 67, executive secretary of the Bangkok-based Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (Escap), a United Nations agency, has dedicated himself to combating poverty and making globalisation work for the populations of all 62 Escap member countries, an undoubtedly important, and daunting, task.
The combined population of Escap countries accounts for 61 per cent of total world population, and many of these people are still struggling below the poverty line of US$1 (Bt38) a day, while globalisation has resulted in many more losers than winners over the past few decades.
“Of the 62 countries, only 20 nations, including Thailand, could be considered to be gaining from the forces of globalisation, with the rest of the members being in the middle ground or losers, because they’re not prepared for rapid change. For the gainers, globalisation has accelerated their economic and social development. For the losers, it’s resulted in the opposite, decelerated development,” says Kim, a South Korean national who holds a PhD in economics from the University of South Carolina….
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/page.arcview.php?clid=11&id=112871&usrsess= 


********************
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General Environment News

China aims at rapid, sustainable, sound growth in 2005
Xinhuanet 2005-03-06

China targets a GDP growth rate of around 8 percent in 2005 to ensure rapid, sustainable and healthy economic growth, according to a report on China's development plan. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-03/06/content_2657688.htm

Circular economy tops nation's agenda
China Daily 2005-03-05

…China has made promoting a circular economy its major economic development strategy since the beginning of this century. ... At a national meeting on resources and the environment early last year, Premier Wen Jiabao said that transforming the economy into a sustainable one is vital to the nation. Wen called for the promotion of energy-saving techniques and cleaner production methods, establishing urban waste recycling and processing systems and reducing the discharge of pollutants. He also urged governments at all levels to establish scientific mechanisms and to enact new laws and regulations on the environment. 
A national office in charge of promoting a clean development mechanism in China was established early last year and the regulation on management of clean development projects went into effect in late June of last year. …Many international organizations and agencies including the United Nations Development Programme and the Asian Development Bank have launched dozens of renewable energy projects in China in recent years to assist in the efforts.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-03/05/content_422029.htm
Kyoto urges sound growth
China Daily 2005-03-05

Italy will invest US$1.35 million in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region to help replant forests there. The effort is to help the European Union nation achieve a reduction of harmful gases into the atmosphere that affect the environment and are believed to cause global warming, required by the Kyoto Protocol. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-03/05/content_422030.htm
China shuts down 6,462 polluting firms in 2004
Xinhuanet 2005-03-04
China shut down 6,462 heavily polluting enterprises in a special environmental-law enforcing operation last year, and 155 people were punished, a senior official of the country's environmental watchdog said in Beijing Thursday. …In order to dampen local enthusiasm of chasing economic growth figures, SEPA and the National Bureau of Statistics have launched a trial calculation of green gross domestic product which deducts environmental costs. The trial calculation started in ten municipalities and provinces including Beijing. The results will come out early next year.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-03/04/content_421738.htm
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Saudi Arabia

Winners of GCC’s nature prize named[image: image1.png]



Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) secretary-general HE Abdul Rahman bin Hamad al-Attiyah announced yesterday the winners of the GCC Prize for the Best Environmental Works 2003-2004, which was endorsed in the meeting of the competition organisers in Abu Dhabi in January.
The winners of the Prize for Environmental Figures are:
 United Arab Emirates: Mohamed Ahmed al-Bawadri, the secretary-general of Abu Dhabi consultative council.
 Bahrain: Dr Ismail Mohamed al-Madani, the director-general and vice-president of environment and wildlife protection at the General Authority for Protection of Maritime Wealth, Environment and Wildlife.
 Saudi Arabia: Dr Mustafa Ali al-Deghethar. 
 Oman: Ali bin Amer al-Koumi, the director-general of environment and wildlife protection at the Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources Ministry. 
 Qatar: Mohamed Matar Dhabit al-Doassari.
 Kuwait: Sheikha Amthal Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah, the chief of the Kuwaiti Volunteering Committee.
The winners of the Prize for Best Educational or Research Institution are:
 The Institute of Development, Water and Energy, Ajman University for Science and Technology, UAE.
 Bahrain Centre for Studies and Research, Bahrain.
 Faculty of Maritime Science, King Abdul Aziz University, Saudi Arabia.
 The Centre of Maritime and Fish Science at the Ministry of Agriculture and Fish Wealth, Oman.
 Laboratory for plantation of plant tissues at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture, Qatar.
 Higher Studies College, Kuwait University, Kuwait.
The winners of the Prize for the Best Industrial Facilities Committed to Environmental Standards are:
 Bahrain Aluminium Company, Bahrain.
 Arab Chemical Company Ltd, Saudi Arabia.
 Salala Company for Medical Supplies Industries, Oman.
 Kahramaa, Qatar.
 Kuwait Plastic Industries Factory, kuwait.
The winners of the Prize for the Best Programme of Environmental Education are:
 Environment and Natural Reserves Authority, Sharjah, UAE.
 Youth and Environment Society, Bahrain.
 Saudi Environmental Society, Saudi Arabia.
 Information and Guidance Department at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources, Oman.
 Qatar Radio, Qatar.
 National Committee on the Protection of Environment, Kuwait

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=28747&version=1&template_id=37&parent_id=17
Qatar

Students, diplomats, women add might to clean-up drive

A NUMBER of schools and community organisations have joined in the 5th Clean and Green Qatar public campaign.
The participants included several ambassadors while others issued directives to compatriots to be involved actively in the drive.
Some 200 girls from Pakistan Education Centre and an equal number of girls from the Ideal Indian School took part in the cleaning activities near Wakrah sand dunes. 
Boys from the DPS Modern Indian School and Ideal Indian School combed the Mesaieed road to pick non-biodegradable substances, said Haji K V Abdulla Kutty, the communities co-ordinator at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture.

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=28772&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
ROE Media Update

Le Figaro, 4 mars : Bush nomme un nouveau ministre de l'Environnement

WASHINGTON (AFP) - Le président américain George W. Bush a annoncé vendredi la nomination de Stephen Johnson comme nouveau ministre de l'Environnement. 

A la tête de l'Agence de l'environnement (EPA), Stephen Johnson, 53 ans, succède à Mike Leavitt, lui-même nommé secrétaire à la Santé en décembre. Il était auparavant directeur-adjoint de l'EPA.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/050304155123.v1jqt4n9.html
UN Daily News – 4 March 2005
For information media -  not an official record

In the headlines:

• Annan and Security Council to discuss the situation in Sudan's war-torn Darfur region

• Chief of troubled UN mission in DR of Congo will finish pressing agenda before leaving

• UN peacekeepers increase patrols in tense areas of Côte d'Ivoire; Fréchette arrives

• With help and effort, up to 43 million Africans can avoid HIV over next 20 years – UN

• UN and regional bodies can aid each other in curbing conflict, says OSCE chief

• 90 Iraqi dual-use sites looted or razed – UN weapons of mass destruction panel

• Nuclear proliferation threatens not just some states but all, Annan says on treaty's 35th anniversary

• Malaysia urged by UN agency to protect refugees in crackdown on migrants

• Private industry has major role in fighting drug trafficking, UN drug chief says

• UN nuclear watchdog urges DPR of Korea to resume six-party talks

• UN human rights expert calls on DPR of Korea to clarify abductions of Japanese

• Ecuador moves up visit by UN expert on threats to independent judiciary

Annan and Security Council to discuss the situation in Sudan's war-torn Darfur region

4 March - Secretary-General Kofi Annan will meet Security Council members on Monday to discuss the situation in Sudan, especially its war-torn region of Darfur, where tens of thousands of civilians have been killed in the past two years and almost two million others forced from their homes.

Mr. Annan's spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today that he wants to focus on Darfur given the urgency of the situation on the ground, where deadly clashes between Government forces, allied militias and rebel groups continue.

UN officials have estimated that as many as four million Sudanese will need emergency aid by the middle of the year because of the conflict in Darfur, which began in early 2003 when rebels took up arms, partly in protest against the distribution of economic resources.

A commission of inquiry into the Darfur conflict, appointed last year by Mr. Annan, found that while genocide had not occurred, Government forces and allied militias had engaged in war crimes and crimes against humanity. It also found credible evidence that rebels were responsible for possible war crimes. The inquiry recommended the perpetrators be referred to the International Criminal Court (ICC) for prosecution.

Meanwhile, the UN's top humanitarian official has spent the day in southern Sudan, where hundreds of thousands of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) are poised to return to their homes following the recent end of the 21-year civil war in that part of Africa's largest nation.

Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the Emergency Relief Coordinator, travelled to the town of Rumbek, where he met officials from UN aid agencies and from partner non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Mr. Egeland also held talks with representatives of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM), a rebel group that will be integrated into the government as a result of January's peace deal ending the conflict. Mr. Egeland will spend more time in southern Sudan before heading to Darfur to assess developments there.

Last month Mr. Annan told the Security Council that the UN peacekeeping mission proposed for southern Sudan will require more than $1 billion in funding in its first year.

Chief of troubled UN mission in DR of Congo will finish pressing agenda before leaving

4 March - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan met today with the chief of the UN peacekeeping operation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), William Lacy Swing, to review the situation in a mission dogged by deadly clashes in the troubled eastern region of the country and by sex scandals.

Mr. Swing, the Secretary-General's Special Representative in the Great Lakes country, briefed Mr. Annan on the mission's actions to eradicate sexual exploitation by peacekeepers and the extensive leadership changes under way, Mr. Annan's spokesman, Fred Eckhard, said in a statement. They also discussed Mr. Swing's own future, he added.

"The Secretary-General noted that Mr. Swing evidently had his hands full across all these fronts and would need to show strong leadership in all these areas and, in particular, should try and help the DRC move the political process forward as rapidly as possible," the statement said.

"They concluded that with his plate so full, this was not the moment for a sudden change of [Special Representative] with the disruption that it would cause."

Mr. Annan said he had confidence that Mr. Swing would work through his urgent agenda, but that when things had stabilized, the Secretary-General "would initiate an orderly transition" to a new Special Representative.

In the DRC, meanwhile, the UN Organization Mission (MONUC) called on that country's Government to confine the militia leaders that had been arrested in the eastern region, saying the detainees had been put under house arrest and appeared able to move about and communicate freely, Mr. Eckhard told the daily briefing in New York earlier Friday.

After the deaths of nine UN peacekeepers and some 50 militia members over the past week, the situation in Ituri district was relatively calm, he quoted MONUC as saying.

MONUC expressed concern, however, that although the National Transitional Government said it had arrested several of the people named in the Security Council's presidential statement on Wednesday, "these persons have been put under house arrest. Some even appear to move about freely and to retain means of communication," the spokesman said.

In a statement read at a formal meeting by this month's Council President, Brazilian Ambassador Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg, the 15-member body identified the perpetrators of last Friday's ambush and murders of the UN peacekeepers as members of the Nationalist Integrationist Front (FNI).

The Council blamed such leaders as FNI president Floribert Ndjabu and former FNI force commander Goda Supka, who were said to have been arrested along with Germain Katanga of the Forces of Patriotic Resistance in Ituri (FRPI).

"The Mission is calling on the Government to truly arrest these people and bring them to justice, Mr. Eckhard said.

Meanwhile, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) said the renewed fighting and the killing of the UN peacekeepers had caused the withdrawal of UN staff members from much of the eastern DRC, cutting vital humanitarian aid to an estimated 54,000 displaced civilians, more than two-thirds of whom were women and children.

"These people sought sanctuary with the UN from the fighting. First forced to flee their homes, we've now been forced to abandon them because we can't be sure that our own staff won't be killed," UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said from London.

UN peacekeepers increase patrols in tense areas of Côte d'Ivoire; Fréchette arrives

4 March - United Nations peacekeepers have increased their patrols in areas of Côte d'Ivoire where clashes still occur and tension still reigns, a UN spokesman said today.

The UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) "reported that gunshots were heard yesterday on the eastern side of the town of Danane, situated a few kilometres from Côte d'Ivoire's border with Liberia," Fred Eckhard said at the daily briefing in New York.

"UN peacekeepers from the UN Mission in Liberia (UNIMIL) based in Loguato, a town almost

opposite Danane on the Liberian side, told the UN mission in Côte d'Ivoire they saw concentrations of unidentified persons around that area," he added.

Meanwhile, UN Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette carried her message of zero-tolerance of sexual exploitation or abuse by UN peacekeepers to Côte d'Ivoire today, after visiting the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL).

She was scheduled to meet President Laurent Gbagbo to review the cooperation between UNOCI and the Government, Mr. Eckhard said.

Among the people Ms. Fréchette met in Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown, were the staff of UNAMSIL and representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), Mr. Eckhard said.

She told UNAMSIL staff that although different types of personnel served in UN missions, they all would be measured "against one set of standards – the UN standards of conduct" and she asked the NGOs to work with UN offices in the West African country to eliminate infractions.

As part of its reform strategies, the UN would appoint mission staff members to work on issues of sexual exploitation and would also increase the organization's capacity to carry out investigations, Mr. Eckhard quoted her as saying.

With help and effort, up to 43 million Africans can avoid HIV over next 20 years – UN

4 March - Using story-telling methods, the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) has devised three scenarios to estimate how decisions made today may alter the pandemic's course in Africa, with the best offering hope to save 43 million people on the continent.

"The scenarios are not predictions," UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot told a news conference to launch the report in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

"The scenarios highlight the various choices that are likely to confront African countries in the coming decades," he added.

"Millions of new infections can be prevented if Africa and the rest of the world decide to tackle AIDS as an exceptional crisis that has the potential to devastate entire societies and economies."

According to the UNAIDS 2004 report, "Sub-Saharan Africa is home to just over 10 per cent of the world's population – and almost two-thirds of all people living with HIV," or 25 million to 28 million of the world's 34 million to 46 million, while North Africa and the Middle East combined have 420,000 to 730,000 infected.

The scenarios, conceived by 150 people, mainly African, spotlight the factors that has made many African countries the worst affected by the disease.

The "Traps and Legacies" scenario spotlights how poverty causes malnutrition and the inability to procure expensive protection, gender inequality disempowers wives who wish to end relations with infected husbands, and overall underdevelopment limiting the spread of prevention messages.

Under this prediction, the scramble to roll out retroviral therapy "leaves few lasting benefits and takes precedence over the much-needed scale-up of prevention." African leaders and their donor partners, keen to show quick results, are unable to invest in long-term change. Aid donors fail to live up to promises, while "the so-called war on global terrorism spills over into Africa, determining donor funding patterns."

If these negative actions continue and if HIV is merely medicalized and seen as an issue of individual behaviour change, by 2025 AIDS will remain at an adult prevalence of about 5 per cent, the report says. "Because there is a failure to get ahead of the epidemic in terms of prevention, the costs continue to rise and this rise continues into the foreseeable future."

The scenario called "Tough Choices" describes the future if African leaders take a long-term view of prevention, even if the short-term scene is bleak. It would require "navigating between helpful and risk-enhancing cultural traditions," choosing between rural needs and urban benefits, and balancing continental alliances and nation building.

Despite population growth, the number of people living with AIDS would "fall to levels similar to what they are today and continue to fall as long as long-term investments in social, economic and human capital over the next two decades begin to pay off."

The best-case prediction, "Times of Transition: Africa Overcomes," envisages what might happen "if all of today's good intentions were translated into the coherent and integrated development response necessary to tackle HIV and AIDS in Africa."

In this scenario, a rapid rollout of treatment and effective prevention strategies would be supported by a very active civil society.

The countries concerned would reduce poverty, spur development while collaborating better with "their external partners," make radical improvements in their positioning in global trade, and implement conflict prevention and security promotion policies within and among countries. Aid flows would not promote dependency.

With these measures – estimated to require cumulative investments of $200 billion – the number of people living with HIV and AIDS would halve between 2003 and 2025, despite the fact that the population would double. Forty-three million new infections would be averted.

UN and regional bodies can aid each other in curbing conflict, says OSCE chief

4 March - The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) told the United Nations Security Council today that both organizations could complement each other in the search for stability and peace in many of the world's crisis flash points.

"It is difficult for inter-state organizations to deal with non-state actors, even if – as in some cases – they are de facto authorities," OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel said in an open briefing, in which he mentioned separatist conflicts in Kosovo, Georgia, Moldova, Armenia and Azerbaijan.

"There are times when the leverage of powerful states – including Permanent Members of this Council – can be crucial. I urge you to exert that pressure in the context of OSCE mediation efforts to help resolve these long-standing conflicts," he added.

Conversely, Mr. Rupel noted the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change in drawing up a strategy suitable for the 21st century.

"Through the implementation of this strategy, I believe that the OSCE can take on some of the UN's burden in the OSCE area. As the UN Panel noted, the Security Council's ability to more proactively prevent and respond to threats could be strengthened by making fuller and more productive use of regional organizations. The OSCE is well positioned and wellequipped to do so," he declared.

There are areas, such as preventing ethnic conflict and regulating the marking and tracing, as well as the brokering and transfer of small arms and light weapons, where the OSCE is even more progressive than the UN, he said. The OSCE, for example, has considerable expertise in national minority issues, policing and building the effective public institutions that were so essential for Kosovo's peaceful and sustainable development. In many tense situations, effective policing is needed rather than UN blue helmets military units, he said.

In Moldova, Georgia and in the disputed territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, the OSCE is actively trying to resolve conflicts that are sometimes referred to as frozen but which lately have started to thaw, he added. The slow but steady progress in the dialogue between Armenia and Azerbaijan on Nagorno-Karabakh is encouraging, and it is to be hoped that recent changes in Ukraine and a new post-election environment in Moldova will enable a new attempt to resolve the Transdniestrian conflict.

The OSCE is also working with parties to reduce tensions in South Ossetia, Georgia, and to promote demilitarization, build confidence and achieve a lasting settlement there.

Regarding the clash between the concept of "responsibility to protect" and the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of a state, Mr. Rupel stressed that the OSCE was very clear and progressive when it came to human rights.

Commitments undertaken in the organization's human rights dimension are of direct and legitimate concern to all participating states and do not belong exclusively to the internal affairs of the state concerned, he said.

That legitimate intrusiveness is the basis on which participating states hold each other accountable for the implementation of their commonly agreed commitments, he added. He also stressed that the battle against terrorism must not violate human rights.

90 Iraqi dual-use sites looted or razed – UN weapons of mass destruction panel

4 March - About 90 of 353 sites in Iraq containing dual-use equipment and materials that can be used for either peaceful ends or acquiring weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) have been looted or razed, according to the latest report of the United Nations commission that was in charge of disarming Iraq of such arms. The UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), which withdrew from Iraq on the eve of the United States-led invasion two years ago, reached this conclusion based on continuing examination of imagery from sites that were subject to monitoring, it writes in its latest quarterly report to the Security Council. As part of its ongoing investigation into the removal of items, equipment and materials, mainly as scrap, that were subject to UNMOVIC monitoring, the Commission notes that four of Iraq's neighbours – Jordan, Turkey, Kuwait and Syria – have replied to its queries on whether such materials found their way into or through their territory, the latest being Syria's negative response. Iran and Saudi Arabia have yet to reply.

The report also states that the question of the continued existence of "seed stock," the reference strains of micro-organisms that can be used in the future production of biological weapons agents, remains "part of the residue of uncertainty." "Given its unresolvable nature, the issue could best be dealt with through monitoring to detect inter alia any possible future activity associated with biological weapon agent production or significant laboratory research work," it says. 

Nuclear proliferation threatens not just some states but all, Annan says on treaty's 35th anniversary

4 March - It is imperative to recognize that nuclear proliferation threatens not just some states but all, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a statement marking on the 35th anniversary of the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

"Thus all States Parties should agree to necessary measures for more credible verification and enforcement for the NPT," he declared.

"Given the grave perils that nuclear proliferation poses for all states, the NPT has been a true cornerstone of global security," he said, noting that the pact, which with 188 States Parties is the most universally supported international treaty, has defied gloomy predictions that today there would be between 15 and 50 nuclear weapon states.

But today the NPT confronts profound challenges to its effectiveness and credibility, he added, stressing that at the NPT Review Conference in May these challenges will test the commitment of all countries to the treaty's three pillars – nonproliferation, disarmament and peaceful uses of nuclear technology.

"Progress in both disarmament and non-proliferation will be essential, and neither should be held hostage to the other," he said.

"Recent efforts by nuclear weapon states towards disarmament should be recognized, yet the unique status of these States also entails unique responsibility. They should do even more to inspire confidence in their commitments," he added.

"And while the right to peaceful uses of nuclear technology should be preserved, States Parties should agree to exercise this right in conformity with non-proliferation obligations, and with due regard for current challenges to the NPT," he declared.

Malaysia urged by UN agency to protect refugees in crackdown on migrants

4 March - The United Nations refugee agency today urged Malaysia to continue demonstrating a strong humanitarian commitment in its crackdown on tens of thousands of illegal migrants and strongly denied charges that it had issued protection letters indiscriminately ahead of the move.

“We have stringent procedures in place for registration, verification, interviewing and then

determination of refugee status,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva on the fourth day of the crackdown.

“This ensures that only people who require international protection by the international community are documented by UNHCR,” he added of media reports that the Government would take action against illegal migrants even if they carried UNHCR documentation. Other press reports claimed UNHCR had been issuing refugee protection letters “indiscriminately” ahead of the crackdown.

According to latest reports, more than a dozen people with UNHCR documentation, mainly Acehnese from Indonesia and Chins, an ethnic minority from Myanmar, have been arrested in the round-up and sent to immigration detention centres. “We swiftly responded by sending UNHCR staff to the centres to ensure the refugees are not deported. We hope the authorities will release them shortly,” Mr. Redmond said, adding that the agency was aware – and concerned – that false documents are in circulation, but measures have already been taken to deal with the situation.

For several weeks UNHCR has been voicing concern that some 35,000 people of interest, including ethnic groups from Myanmar, people fleeing from Indonesia’s Aceh province and Cambodians, could be caught up in the crackdown that seeks to round up an estimated 400,000 illegal workers and their employers.

“We continue to appeal to all officials involved in the crackdown to respect people registered and documented by UNHCR and to refrain from taking any action against groups of concern to the UN refugee agency,” Mr. Redmond stressed.

Earlier in the week, the agency said it had been encouraged to see press reports quoting the Malaysian Home Minister as saying foreigners who cannot return home due to political pressures should be allowed to remain in the country and permitted to work. “UNHCR would see this as a genuine gesture by the Malaysian Government to protect persons of concern to UNHCR,” Mr. Redmond noted.

Private industry has major role in fighting drug trafficking, UN drug chief says

4 March - Private industry has a major role to play in fighting drug trafficking by supporting sustainable development in regions devastated by narcotics economies and preventing the movement of precursor chemicals, according to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

"In failed States, or regions dominated by crime lords and drug traffickers, local people inevitably become willing or unwilling accomplices to criminal pursuits," UNODC Executive Director Maria Costa told the Global Partners Symposium yesterday in Vienna, bringing together UNODC, pharmaceutical companies and the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).

"Farmers grow drug crops because they have no other choice. Drug crops exhaust the land and wreak havoc on the environment. When we manage to push traffickers out and dismantle the criminal economy, one problem disappears but another takes its place: what do these people do now?" he asked.

"How do they make a living? How do we restore the health of the environment? The private sector has to find new ways to guarantee sustainable development in these regions."

He called on private industry to "pull its best-laid plans off the drawing board and set them loose in the real world," noting that pharmaceutical companies could play a special role in preventing the trafficking of precursor chemicals. "The problem is that the export of these precursors is not illegal. The same chemicals used to process opium or manufacture synthetic drugs are also components of legitimate medications," he said. "So tracking chemicals en route to clandestine drug labs is very difficult. But it's not impossible, especially when UNODC has partners with the expertise and the resources that Novartis/Sandoz and other pharmaceutical companies possess."

Sandoz, the generics division of Novartis, is among the sponsors of the symposium, which was designed to advance the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of slashing many of the world's ills such as poverty and hunger by 2015, to support corporate social responsibility in private sector companies and to improve the quality of life in developing nations.

Some examples of corporate social responsibility include the use of cost-saving technologies to standardize quality and price of generic drugs, and entrepreneurial innovation to eliminate poverty around the world.

Mr. Costa and UNIDO Director-General Carlos Magariños signed a Memorandum of Understanding to improve their abilities to fight drug trafficking and improve development in some of the world's poorest nations.

Afghanistan, Colombia, Laos, Morocco and Nigeria are all plagued with underdeveloped private sector enterprise, rampant drug trafficking, or both and will be the first to benefit from the new agreement.

"To alleviate poverty and achieve sustainable development, industrial development, drug control and crime prevention should complement each other," Mr. Magariños said. "Ensuring economic growth is as important as enhancing human security. We will make the necessary human and financial resources available immediately to operationalize this agreement."

UN nuclear watchdog urges DPR of Korea to resume six-party talks

4 March - Declaring actions by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) a “serious

challenge” to efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, the United Nations nuclear watchdog agency has called on the country to resume at an early date, without preconditions, six-party talks seeking a peaceful solution to the crisis.

Noting earlier calls by its General Conference for the DPRK to completely dismantle any nuclear weapons programme under credible international verification, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Governors expressed “its serious concern” over the DPRK’s suspension of participation in the talks and its announcement that it had manufactured nuclear weapons.

“The Board emphasized the importance of continued dialogue to achieve a peaceful and comprehensive resolution of the DPRK nuclear issue, and attached great importance to the crucial role played by the six party talks in this regard,” Chairperson Ingrid Hall of Canada said in a statement yesterday on the 35-member panel’s deliberations in Vienna.

In the so-called Beijing process, the six parties – the DPRK, the Republic of Korea (ROK), China, Japan, the Russian Federation and the United States – undertook, in the words of the Board, “peaceful efforts to address the serious challenge posed by the DPRK nuclear issue.”

The Board noted that the DPRK, which withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 2002, had yet to take any of the steps the panel has urged to allow a resumption of on-the-spot verification, and thus the IAEA was still not in a position to provide any assurances about nuclear material and activities in the DPRK.

But it also noted the DPRK’s commitment to solve the issue through dialogue and negotiations and its stated goal of denuclearizing the Korean Peninsula, as well as its statement last month indicating its possible return to the six-party talks.

“In this regard, the Board strongly encouraged all the parties concerned to redouble their efforts to facilitate an early resumption of the six party talks with a view to achieving a peaceful resolution of the DPRK nuclear issue, and urged particularly the DPRK to agree to the resumption of the six-party talks at an early date without preconditions,” the Board statement said.

UN human rights expert calls on DPR of Korea to clarify

abductions of Japanese

4 March - A United Nations human rights expert today called on the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) to respond “effectively and expeditiously” to Japan's claim that there are a number of abducted Japanese nationals who are still alive in the DPRK and that they should be returned to Japan immediately and safely.

The UN Commission on Human Rights last year appointed Thai law professor Vitit Muntarbhorn as Special Rapporteur to examine human rights in the DPRK, including the abduction of Japanese nationals in past decades. Japan claims 15 people were abducted, five of whom have now returned to Japan. Of the remaining 10, the DPRK claims that only eight were taken into the DPRK and these have died. Pyongyang says it has returned the remains of two of them to Japan, but the authenticity of these remains has been contested by Tokyo.

Mr. Muntarbhorn, who ended a nine-day visit to Japan today, also called on the DPRK to ensure “reliable and objective verification” of its claim concerning the alleged deaths, “clarify related ambiguities and discrepancies” and ascertain whether other Japanese had been abducted.

He urged the DPRK to respect and guarantee family unity and reunification, particularly for those who have suffered from the abductions, and to rectify the discrepancies and enable the victims of abductions and their families to access justice and seek redress “effectively and expeditiously,” including bringing to justice those responsible for the acts.

Ecuador moves up visit by UN expert on threats to independent judiciary

4 March - The Government of Ecuador has agreed to move up to this month the visit by a top United Nations legal expert who is seeking to assess “the serious crisis” that “could irreversibly affect the independence of the judiciary” in the South American country.

Last month the UN Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Leandro Despouy, said the Government had suggested the first week of May, due to reasons of availability, although he had asked to visit in mid-February.

“Considering the gravity of the situation and recent developments, the Special Rapporteur has made it known to the Government his interest in undertaking a visit at an earlier date,” he said then, citing urgent concerns over judicial independence after a move by Congress to replace 27 of the 31 Supreme Court judges with magistrates of its own choosing and the resignation of the court’s president.

In a statement yesterday, Mr. Despouy said the Government had now decided that the visit will take place before he presents his reports to the Commission on 1 April.

“The Special Rapporteur will undertake this visit in light of the serious crisis affecting the Ecuadorian judiciary, in particular in the context of measures adopted with regard to the Supreme Court and the Constitutional and Electoral Courts,” the statement added.

“In the view of the Special Rapporteur, such measures could irreversibly affect the independence of the judiciary in Ecuador.”

UN agency still struggling to feed Afghans hit by worst winter in years

4 March - Although road clearance and air drops have sped up emergency operations in

Afghanistan, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is still struggling to reach the most

isolated areas in central areas, where thousands of people struck by the country’s harshest winter for

years urgently need assistance.

Bad roads are delaying the delivery of emergency food to some 14,000 people in different parts of

central Uruzgan province. Over 230 tons of food, dispatched to Gizab, Chora and Khas Uruzgan

districts on 24 February, have reportedly passed Uruzgan’s capital Tirinkot, but have still not

reached the almost 2,300 families in need.

In a dramatic change of seasonal temperatures, the Central Highlands experienced spring-like weather with the heavy snowfalls already beginning to melt and several avalanches have been reported. UN agencies in Bamyan will be joining forces with governmental and non-government partners to  organize a disaster mitigation response in the event of spring flooding or landslides.

As in Uruzgan, adverse road conditions continue to hamper humanitarian operations in Ghor province, although clearance of critical access roads and air drops by United States-led coalition forces have brought in assistance.

In Zabul province, WFP has now completed the distribution of 515 tons of food to almost 55,000 people, including 85 tons airlifted by military helicopters to remote areas that were impossible to reach by land. The agency is ready to continue providing relief for extra needs that have reportedly arisen.

WFP’s emergency response is part of the wide scale humanitarian relief operation launched by the UN in support of  Government efforts to aid those worst-hit by the weather.

In condemning reporter’s murder UNESCO lauds courage of journalists in Iraq

4 March - Praising the courage of reporters who take “enormous personal risks” in Iraq to provide the public with information needed “to exercise their democratic rights and duties,” the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has voiced outrage at the murder of an Iraqi television journalist.

Raeda Mohammed Wageh Wazzan, from the regional public television station Iraqiya, was found dead on 25 February, five days after she and her son were kidnapped in the city of Mosul – the 33rd journalists killed in Iraq in the past two years. Her son was released after three days.

According to the non-governmental organization (NGO) Reporters without Borders, Ms. Wazzan was the 21st journalist kidnapped in Iraq since March 2003 – and the second to have been murdered by her abductors after Italian journalist Enzo Baldoni, assassinated last August.

“Ms. Wazzan proved, through her commitment to her profession, as her colleagues continue to do, that the campaign waged by terrorists in Iraq to silence the media is failing,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in the latest of a long series of messages he has issued on the murder of journalists around the world.

“The terrorists’ campaign of intimidation, violence and murder can only be qualified as a succession of gratuitous crimes against innocent persons and against the basic human right of freedom of expression, enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” he added.

UNESCO’s mandate includes the defence of freedom of expression and press freedom.

UN agency moves ahead with plan to revive ancient Silk Road for trade, tourism

4 March - The United Nations is pushing ahead with a major regional initiative to revive the ancient Silk Road aimed at renewing economic and cultural links bridging China and Central Asian countries by promoting modern forms of cooperation supported by advanced technologies and achieving “new miracles” of enhanced tourism.

“Regional cooperation is a key to help meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of reducing poverty and promoting growth and equality,” UN Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Representative in China, Khalid Malik, says of the Silk Road Regional Programme (SRRP).

The five participating countries – Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and China – held the first SRRP meeting last month in Beijing, focussing on strengthening cooperation in trade, investment and tourism.

The ancient Silk Road brought contact between different people for exchanging commodities and ideas, which led to the high living standards for communities along the road. The Silk Road countries should therefore learn from each other now and work together on transport networks, information services, management approach and policy regulations, says UNDP Resident Representative in Uzbekistan, Fikret Akcura. “By strengthening trade and investment ties, the programme will help the Central Asian countries draw economic growth lessons from China which has developed at a very fast pace,” he adds. “We can achieve new miracles by opening tourism and realize the free movement of visitors, goods and services.”

UNDP and the UN World Tourism Organization (WTO) will identify up to 10 cities along the route to be awarded the title of “UN Silk Road City” to encourage their commitment and long-term planning to the protec tion of cultural assets.

Mr. Malik calls for increasing trade by abolishing remaining barriers and harmonizing procedures. He notes specifically the organization of the “Silk Road Investment Forum” to attract additional investment to the region through public-private partnerships. The first forum is scheduled to be held in China during the first quarter of 2006.

Over time, the SRRP may extend to a broader area beyond the five participating countries, as neighbouring nations such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, the Republic of Korea, Japan and Mongolia have expressed interest in joining.

Five women physicists honoured, 15 fellowships awarded by UN agency

4 March - Five women physicists tackling the problems of air pollution and extracting heavy

petroleum, as well as improving quantum computers and putting a space station on Mars have won major awards from the UN scientific agency, as it encourages women to study science.

Fifteen fellowships also went to women research scientists around the world at an award ceremony yesterday in Paris at the headquarters of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

"The Laureates work in the most promising areas of physics: nanoscience or quantum physics," UNESCO said. 

"Their research concerns the technologies of semiconductors, measuring atmospheric pollution, the extraction of heavy petroleum trapped underground. It is also the stuff of dreams, such as building a module for the International Space Stationon Mars or developing quantum computers that could revolutionize the way we work today."

The five winners of the L'Oréal-UNESCO awards were Zohra Ben Lakhdar of Tunisia, Belita Koiller of Brazil, Myriam P. Sarachik of the United States, Fumiko Yonezawa of Japan and Dominique Langevin of France.

Two Nobel Laureates took part in the ceremony, the 1991 winner for physics, Pierre-Gilles de Gennes, who presided, and the winner in 1974 for medicine and founding president of the L'Oréal UNESCO awards, Christian de Duve.
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General is scheduled to meet with members of the Security Council on Monday to discuss the situation in Sudan, particularly Darfur, given the urgency of the situation on the ground there.

Meanwhile, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, travelled today to Rumbek in south Sudan, where hundreds of thousands of people displaced during the war are poised to return to communities where few of the resources required to support their return are in place.

In Rumbek, he met with Senior Officials of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, as well as with representatives of UN agencies and NGOs.

Egeland also plans to visit to Darfur while he is in Sudan.

**DRC Update
A quick update on the Ituri district, in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The UN Mission there reports that the situation is relatively calm today.

However, the Mission remains concerned.  The DRC’s Transitional Government has arrested several of the persons named in the Security Council’s presidential statement from last Wednesday but, in practice, these persons have been put under house arrest.  Some even appear to move about freely and to retain means of communications.

The Mission is calling on the Government to truly arrest these people and bring them to justice.

**DSG
The Deputy Secretary-General has begun the third leg of a mission to personally deliver the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance policy message regarding sexual exploitation and abuse.

She arrived earlier today in Côte d’Ivoire from Sierra Leone.

Before leaving Freetown, she told the staff of the UN mission in Sierra Leone that any infringement of the Organization’s zero-tolerance policy against sexual exploitation and abuse could be “perceived as an undermining of UN standards.”

Although there were different types of personnel in peacekeeping operations, she said all would be “measured against one set of standards -- the UN standards of conduct”.

While in Freetown, she told reporters that the United Nations was reforming its approach by appointing staff members in all peacekeeping operations to work specifically on this issue and would very soon increase its relevant expertise and capacity to carry out investigations.

Commenting on the drawdown of the Mission, she noted that the United Nations would continue to work with the people of Sierra Leone for many years to come.  She said, “I am encouraged by what I have seen through the programmes accomplished, such as the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) processes and the strengthening of security institutions.”

**Côte d’Ivoire
While in Côte d’Ivoire, the Deputy Secretary-General is scheduled to meet Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo to review the current situation in the country and the cooperation between the mission and the Government.

Meanwhile, the UN mission in Côte d’Ivoire continued to report tensions and clashes in some areas, where UN peacekeepers subsequently increased their patrols.

The mission also reported that gunshots were heard yesterday on the eastern side of the town of Danane, situated a few kilometres from Côte d’Ivoire’s border with Liberia.  UN peacekeepers from the UN mission in Liberia based in Loguato, a town almost opposite Danane on the Liberian side, told the UN mission in Côte d’Ivoire that they saw concentrations of unidentified persons around the area.

**AIDS
Depending on actions taken today, as many as 43 million cases of HIV infection could be prevented over the next 20 years, according to a new report.

The Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (or UNAIDS) presents three scenarios for AIDS in Africa in this report, showing what could happen between now and the year 2025, depending on whether African leaders take tough measures, or have sufficient resources, to fight AIDS.

“The scenarios are not predictions”, Dr. Peter Piot, the Executive Director of UNAIDS, said.  “They are plausible stories about the future.”

We have a press release detailing the report’s findings upstairs.

Security Council
The Security Council held an open meeting this morning that featured a briefing by the Chairman-in-Office of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel of Slovenia.

The next scheduled meeting of the Security Council is on Monday, when it has DRC sanctions and Somalia on its agenda.

**UNMOVIC
The latest quarterly report to the Security Council by the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission for Iraq, known as UNMOVIC, was published today.

In it, UNMOVIC says it continues to use satellite imagery to track what has happened to Iraqi weapons sites it previously monitored and inspected.

The inspectors are working with Iraq’s neighbours to track the sale of scrap metals, which has included dual-use items.

The report also discusses the uncertain fate of biological “seed stocks” Iraq imported in the 1980s and notes that the issue remains as part of the residue of uncertainty and that such seed stocks could possibly be used in the future for biological warfare agent production.

We have the full report for you out on the racks.

**Tsunami
Turning to tsunami relief activities in Aceh, Indonesia, UNICEF has distributed 25,000 insecticide-treated bed nets along the west coast.  To date, the agency’s daily distributions of jerry cans, soap, hygiene kits and buckets have reached more than 50,000 people in the province.

For its part, the World Food Programme (WFP) is gradually shifting its focus away from general food distribution and towards targeted assistance, covering thousands of primary school children, pregnant women, new mothers, children under five, and orphans.

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization (WHO) has been conducting a measles campaign in Banda Aceh this week.  On the first morning alone, more than 3,000 children were vaccinated.

And the UN Development Programme (UNDP) is using heavy machinery to drag stranded boats back to the coast, so that they can quickly be used again by fishermen.

Here at Headquarters, there will be a concert to raise funds for tsunami victims.  It will take place this evening from 6 to 8:30, in Conference Room 4.  It is being organized by the UN staff committee for tsunami relief.  Baby 81, the Sri Lankan baby who had been claimed by multiple parents after the disaster, will attend with his family.

And we have more information on that upstairs.

Non-Proliferation Treaty
The Secretary-General marked the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, which takes place tomorrow, by calling it “a true cornerstone of global security”, given the grave perils posed by nuclear proliferation.

Yet today, he warns, the Treaty confronts profound challenges to its effectiveness and credibility.  When the Treaty’s Review Conference takes place this May, he says, progress in both disarmament and non-proliferation will be essential, and neither should be held hostage to the other.

The Secretary-General says that nuclear-weapon States should do more to inspire confidence in their commitments, while all States parties should agree to necessary measures for more credible verification and enforcement of the Treaty.

The Secretary-General adds that he will recommend priority measures to strengthen the NPT in his forthcoming report on the Millennium Declaration.

We have the full text of the statement upstairs.

**Malaysia
The UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, today urged the Malaysian Government to continue to demonstrate its strong humanitarian commitment and cooperation with UNHCR, following reports this week of a crackdown on illegal migrants.

UNHCR stresses that it has stringent procedures in place for registration, verification, interviewing and then determination of refugee status.

At least a dozen people with UNHCR documentation -- mainly Acehnese from Indonesia and Chins, an ethnic minority from Myanmar -- have been arrested in the roundup and sent to immigration detention centres.  The Refugee Agency hopes the authorities will release them shortly.

We have more details in today’s briefing notes from UNHCR.

**Georgia - Iodine
Almost half of the children in Georgia face the risk of mental retardation and brain damage because of iodine deficiencies.

However, with support from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Georgian Government has taken an important step to rectify the situation, by adopting new legislation to outlaw imports of non-iodized salt.

Iodine deficiency disorders are endemic in Georgia and UNICEF has been working to address the problem since 1996.

We have a press release on that.

**Guest at Noon – Monday
Our guest at noon on Monday will be Winston Tubman, head of the UN Political Office for Somalia.  And he will be here to review the situation in that country with you.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And we have the Week Ahead to help you plan your coverage of the UN next week.

Bill?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Has the Secretary-General called the meeting with the Security Council on Monday out of frustration that the Council has not moved forward with the peacekeeping mission to the Sudan or the measures that have been included in the resolution drafted by the US?

Spokesman:  I think all would agree that not enough is being done to bring the security situation in Sudan under control.  I think the Council members share that assessment with the Secretary-General.  We all know the kinds of difficult issues that the Council is grappling with as they debate approving the Secretary-General’s proposal for a peacekeeping mission.  And I think he wants to discuss with them what practical options are available to them to act more decisively to deal with the continuing killing and rape that’s going on in Sudan; particularly in Darfur.

Laura?

Question:  Fred, does the Secretary-General have any comment on Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah’s call for the Syrians to withdraw from Lebanon?

Spokesman:  No, I have nothing on that.

Yes, Nick?

Question:  Any read-out on the meeting between the Secretary-General and William Swing?

Spokesman:  I expect we’ll have something in writing for you.  Mr. Swing will not be able to speak to you directly as some of you asked yesterday.  But I expect to get a read-out in writing following that meeting, which might be over just about now.

Question:  Do you know if he’s submitted his resignation?

Spokesman:  I don’t know that.  You heard the Secretary-General say to you yesterday when he came into the building that resignation was not on the agenda.  But, let’s see what statement comes out following this meeting this morning.

Stu?

Question:  Fred, what’s the purpose of keeping Ambassador Swing from the press?  I was told he was brought in this morning; he avoided the press.  Is this his own decision or is it the decision by the Secretariat to keep him from the press?

Spokesman:  I honestly don’t know that.  Whether he consulted with the Peacekeeping Department and just decided it would be better if we limit ourselves to the statement that would be put out following his meeting with the Secretary-General or not, I don’t know.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General disagree with Colum’s story in the Washington Post two days ago?

Spokesman:  Could we be more specific?

Question:  Well, yeah.  He’s alluding to his resignation; to UN officials.  The Secretary-General has not asked for his resignation.  So, there’s some confusion as to what’s going on here.  And also, Ambassador Swing’s term expires in June.  So, then comes up, from what I’m told, that he may not ask for a second term.  So, therefore, there will be no resignation as his current term would lapse, and that’s the way it would be handled.

So, there’s a lot of confusion as to what’s going on.

Spokesman:  Well, we hope that following the meeting that the statement that we put out will help clarify what’s going on.  Clearly, one of the things that we will be looking at is a transition in leadership for the mission.  Mr. Swing is 70 years old, and as you pointed out, his contract expires in a number of months.  I am sure that will be one of the things that they will be discussing this morning.  But, the point of the meeting really, is to review the implementation of the Secretary-General’s new and more robust policies for dealing with these allegations of sexual abuse in the Congo.  So, the Secretary-General will be expecting Mr. Swing to give him an update on that situation.  I am sure they will be looking at the political situation in light of the sharp military exchange that took place in Ituri a couple of days ago.

It’s still a mission that’s working in very difficult circumstances; trying to get its feet and to cope with a political complexity that is daunting at best, and in a physical terrain that is almost impossible to work in.

Question:  Will Ambassador Swing brief the Council on Monday?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I’d have to check for you.  If you check with me after the briefing, I’ll let you know.

Yes?

Question:  Unrelated question.  I am just thinking about Benon Sevan being on the dollar-a-year contract, do you have a number or a list of people who are on dollar-a-year contracts at the UN?

Spokesman:  I am not sure there is such a list.  It could be that the people in the Personnel Department off the top of their head could give us most of those names.  I have a feeling the list would not be long.  What’s much more common is for us to have contracts with people who are paid according to the amount of time they actually work.

So, in other words, they are not full-time employees; they’re special envoys and, when they go on mission, they put in for a salary and, otherwise, they don’t get paid by us.

But, you want to know how many dollar-a-year people, we’ll ask Personnel to see if they can...(Interrupted)

Question:  Fred, does the retirement requirement of, is it 60 or 62, apply to those dollar-a-year contracts?

Spokesman:  The mandatory retirement rules, which are for a different age depending on when you were recruited, -- initially they were 60 and later it was up to 62 –- do not apply to people at the Under-Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary-General level, who have no mandatory retirement age.  So, the dollar-a-year people would most likely be at that Under-Secretary or Assistant Secretary-level.

Bill?

Question:  Can you provide further details or full details perhaps even, of Terje Roed-Larsen’s itinerary and his trip to the Middle East?

Spokesman:  We can’t.  The itinerary is still being worked out.  He is in Washington today for routine consultations with Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and National Security Advisor Steve Hadley, and he’s expected to leave, as we told you yesterday, shortly.  But, we don’t have the itinerary yet.
Question:  Not even the day he’s leaving?

Spokesman:  If that is known, it hasn’t been given to me.  So, I don’t know whether for security reasons we would not give a specific date.

Yes?

Question:  Fred, do you have anything new on Mr. Qazi’s activities in Iraq?

Spokesman:  No, I have no report on Iraq today.  But, if you wanted to check with Stéphane Dujarric of my staff after the briefing in the event he has something.  But, by the fact that he hasn’t prepared a note for me, I assume he felt there was nothing worth reporting today.

Question:  How long does he intend to be in Iraq?

Spokesman:  Who?

Question:  Mr. Qazi.

Spokesman:  Intends to be where?

Question:  How long is he going to be in Iraq?  Is he coming back to New York soon?

Spokesman:  I don’t know when he would be coming back.  Check with Steph, he can probably tell you.

[He later announced that Mr. Qazi may come to New York to brief the Security Council in mid-March, but that visit is yet to be confirmed.]

Yes, David?

Question:  Just to follow up with Stu.  The decision not to have a photo opportunity with William Lacy Swing today would seem to me more for the Secretary-General’s office.  Mark Malloch Brown talked about a new relationship with the press, but yet continually, television at least, gets shut out of photo ops, which more or less tend to be somewhat historical in nature given the reform within the building.

What is it that we can do to advocate for greater access, at least to photo ops, so that television, for one, can cover the events that go on in this building?

Spokesman:  Well, you’ve just done it.  If you wanted to put that in writing, as well, and submit it through my office to the Chief of Staff, I’d be happy to forward it for you.

Enjoy your week end.  Thank you.

* *** *
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AFP: Toxic waste spawning radioactive diseases in Somalia coastline: UN [appears in various papers/services]


La Bolsa.com/Hispavista [Europa Press]: RSC- El balance del tsunami habría sido menor de no haberse destruido manglares para tener "playas perfectas", según ONG


Keralanext (India) Africa: Waves 'brought waste to Somalia' 


Reuters/Saudi Press Agency: Somali MPs Call for Help to Clean Up Hazardous Waste


Xinhua General News Service: Somali lawmakers appeal for global assistance over toxic wastes


Presseportal.de: Nach dem Tsunami: Geisternetze bedrohen Meerestiere





East African: An assured water supply can set women free


New Straits Times (Malaysia): US scuttles world treaty bid


 Haaretz (Israel): Israel, PA to resume joint ecological projects


Neues Deutschland: Wer Kredit will, muss an die Umwelt denken 


Oekonews.at: Keimfreies Trinkwasser - Dank Solarkocher


Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne, Australia): Snow business slow








BizYahoo.com [3DEntertainment]: Breathtaking New 3D IMAX Theater Film, SHARKS 3D, Presented by Jean-Michel Cousteau, Premieres Today, March 4th at the Tennessee Aquarium
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