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Vet fears film threat to wild fish and reefs

WELLINGTON vet Allan Probert fears that the film Finding Nemo is spurring demand for wild clownfish and  doing irreparable damage to the coral reefs they inhabit.

      The success of the animated movie has led to the stunning orange and white striped fish becoming a fashionable pet for children worldwide. 

      "There are a lot of these fish coming into New Zealand, and the majority are caught in the wild," he said.

      The effect of over-fishing on coral reefs was prompting widespread concern. Anything causing wild fish to be  caught was a problem, he said.

      His concerns are echoed by the United Nations Environment Programme, which reports 20 million marine fish are captured in the wild each year.

      Concerns also exist over methods used to catch the fish, as the sodium cyanide used by harvesters to stun them harms coral reefs and the ecosystems surrounding them.

      The UN estimates about two million people worldwide have household aquariums, resulting in an industry worth over $ 500 million.

      Graeme Forster, of Hutt Pet Centre, agreed the movie had spurred demand in New Zealand, but said clownfish should only be owned by professional fish collectors.

      Many pet stores did not stock clownfish because they were difficult to source and costly to import.

      In New Zealand, clownfish were worth at least $ 60 each. Creating the tropical marine environment they  need to survive could cost $ 700.

      The problem of excess demand for clownfish was even greater in Australia, with pet stores there having   trouble supplying them, he said.

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Star (Malaysia)

7 October 2003

Losing Nemo

By TAN CHENG LI 

Every year, 20 million tropical reef fishes and another 10 million marine animals are plucked from the sea to adorn tanks in homes and public aquariums. Sadly, it's a death sentence for many of these marine creatures which often die during transportation or do not live long in their new unnatural environment. 

THIS year’s hit movie Finding Nemo may have inspired a love for marine creatures in people but it has also fuelled an already burgeoning trade in tropical reef fish. Many kids and even adults want a fish for a pet after watching the much-loved computer-animated tale about an anemone fish which ends up in a dentist’s aquarium. 

Unknown to many, however, the cute fish swimming in the glass jar was probably netted in a remote reef far away, bagged, packed in a styrofoam box together with other fishes, and flown to pet shops. During the long journey, many would have died. 

The clown anemone fish is just one of the 1,471 species of tropical reef fish captured for aquariums. Each year, over 20 million of these colourful fish are netted to supply the booming marine aquarium trade, earning cash for poor fishing communities but too often sending the fish to their deaths, a United Nations report said.  

                                  The report, From Ocean to Aquarium: The Global Trade in Marine Ornamentals,  scrutinises the industry following concerns over destructive fishing, over-harvesting, lack of scientific information on collected species, high mortality due to inadequate handling and  transportation, as well as threat of extinction. It was released last Tuesday by the United  Nations Environment Programme’s World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC).  

                                  The clown anemone fish and the blue-green damsel fish, both featured in Finding Nemo, top   the list as the most traded tropical fishes.  

                                  “Nemo has created interest but also led to problems,” says Ed Green, one of the report’s  authors in a press statement. He says many children had flushed fish down the toilet in an effort to send them back to sea and parents had mistakenly placed the anemone fish in fresh instead of saline water.  

                                  Other sought after aquarium species are angel fish, surgeon fish, wrasses, gobies and  butterfly fish. Apart from reef fish, another 10 million marine animals from 500 species,  including molluscs, shrimps and anemones, are plucked from the sea to adorn tanks in homes and public aquariums. Add to that, some 12 million chunks of stony corals from 140 species.

                                  All these bring the annual worth of the aquarium trade to between US$200 and US$330mil (RM760mil to RM1.2bil). 

                                  The 10 most traded marine invertebrates are topshells, cleaner shrimps, sea anemones, banded coral shrimps, giant clams, blue sea stars, camel shrimps, carpet anemones and hermit  crabs. 

                                  The report culls information from the Global Marine Aquarium Database, a joint effort between UNEP-WCMC, the Marine Aquarium Council (MAC) and various aquarium trade associations. The database contains more than 100,000 records from global aquarium import and export companies.  

South-East Asia is the main source of ornamental marine species, but an increasing number is being collected from island nations in the Indian

and Pacific Oceans such as Fiji, Maldives and Palau.  

The Philippines is the largest source, providing for 43% of the marine life traded. Next is Indonesia (26%), Solomon Islands (12%), Sri Lanka

(5%) and Australia (5%). Malaysia is not listed but an illegal trade exists. Most of the marine animals end up in glass tanks in the United States, Europe and Japan. 

Reef destruction  

Coral reefs, often called the rainforests of the seas because of their wealth of marine flora and fauna, are facing a plethora of threats from  pollution and sedimentation to coral bleaching, overfishing and tourism. The reefs of South-East Asia are particularly vulnerable. The report warns that uncontrolled capture of reef life for the aquarium trade will compound these problems.  

Unlike freshwater aquariums where 90% of fish species are currently farmed, the majority of marine aquariums are stocked with wild caught

species.  

Harvesting from the wild, if uncontrolled, can cause irreversible damage to coral reefs, warns Colette Wabnitz, one of the report’s authors.  

“A minority of fishermen in countries such as Indonesia use sodium cyanide to capture fish. An almost lethal dose of the poison is squirted into the coral reef where fish shelter. It stuns the fish to allow capture but can also kill coral and other species. The fish may survive the export process but usually die of liver failure soon after being purchased,” she says.  

The report warns that the global aquarium trade can pose significant risks to coral reef ecosystems. Removal of live rocks (coral rock to which are attached algae and invertebrate species such as anemones, tunicates, sponges, molluscs and worms) can worsen coastal erosion and destroy fish habitat.  

In Fiji, harvesting of live rocks have reduced some reefs to rubble. In other areas, algae proliferated and fisheries declined. During the collection of coral pieces for trade, many more colonies may be damaged or broken than are actually harvested. Often, corals are broken to ease access to fish for capture. 

The highly selective nature of the marine aquarium trade causes other problems. A sudden decline of key species such as cleaner fish and cleaner shrimps due to collection for aquariums has led to reduced reef diversity because they are no longer around to remove parasites from reef fish and animals. 

Aquarists often target the males of fish species because of their brighter colours and more attractive body patterns. The report warns that regular harvesting of only the males of particular populations may lead to biased sex ratios and subsequently, reproductive failure in the  species. 

The report says that although no marine species is known to have been driven to global extinction because of collection for the aquarium trade, studies in Sri Lanka, Kenya, the Philippines, Indonesia, Hawaii and Australia have reported localised depletion of target aquarium species such as butterfly fish and angel fish. 

Turning the tide 

The report, however, does not advocate an end to the marine aquarium trade. It points out that a well-managed trade has economic value and opportunities. “It can support long-term conservation and sustainable use of coral reefs in regions where other options for generating revenue are limited,” says UNEP-WCMC director Mark Collins. “Some collection techniques have minimal impact on coral and the industry as a whole is of relatively low volume yet of very high value.”  

The trade in Maldives illustrates this point. In 2000, 1kg of aquarium fish from the atoll nation was valued at US$500 (RM1,900) whereas 1kg of reef fish harvested for food was worth only US$6 (RM22.80). Similarly, the live coral trade is worth about US$7,000 (RM26,600) per tonne whereas coral harvested for limestone production yielded only US$60 (RM228) per tonne.  

However, only a handful of countries have put in place regulations to control the collection of marine ornamentals. The report suggests that countries which are major suppliers of reef fish implement harvesting permits, catch quotas, catch size limits and establish protected marine

reserves.  

One way to remove the pressure on wild stocks is by farming commonly traded species. Such culture projects have their merits – they can be an alternative source of livelihood for fishing communities, thereby integrating conservation and sustainable development objectives. To date, only one-fifth of giant clams, between 1% and 10% of fish and less than 1% of corals in the aquarium trade are cultured.  

There is a pressing need for more information on species targeted by the ornamental trade, particularly their population dynamics and life history characteristics such as recruitment and growth rates. Combined with accurate trade data, such information is essential when establishing quotas and maximum sustainable yields.  

“Species that are unsuited to life in aquariums or have low population densities, restricted ranges or life history traits that make them particularly vulnerable to collection, should receive special attention to reduce the risks of over-exploitation,” says the report. 

As it is, many marine species survive poorly in captivity because of unsuitable aquarium environment and food. Yet, hobbyists insist on keeping them. So the trade continues. Species unsuitable for aquariums include the bluestreak cleaner wrasse, mandarin fish, four-eye butterfly fish, harlequin filefish, seahorses and Dendronephthya corals. The harlequin filefish feed exclusively on live coral polyps, a diet which cannot be duplicated in aquariums.  

The report found mortality rates of coral pieces in home aquariums to be fairly high. Corals are easily damaged during collection, are susceptible to disease, and some have selective diet. Goniopora corals are one of the most abundant coral in trade, partly because the species survive poorly in captivity (they usually die within three to six months) and so must be regularly replaced.  

Currently, high mortality plagues the industry. As a result, more fish than is necessary must be collected. Certification schemes are recommended to ensure that marine organisms are collected, handled and transported in a manner that minimises stress to the animals. 

The MAC, an international non-profit organisation dedicated to protecting tropical marine fish and coral reefs, has designed a certification system which enables consumers to select retailers who comply with approved environmental and quality standards. The MAC has so far certified several companies in Germany, Canada, the Philippines and the United States. 

“Fish certified by the MAC are healthier and have better survival chances because they are collected, handled and transported according to internationally approved best practice standards,” says Green.  

“We encourage responsible traders to sign up for the MAC certification scheme and for the public to only buy from reputable dealers. Only by

such means can we ensure a trade, from reef to retail, that is sustainable and beneficial for all.” 

Indeed, the purchasing power of hobbyists is crucial in protecting the marine environment. If sufficient numbers of consumers demand only fish that have been farmed or caught using sustainable techniques, there will be positive repercussions on the aquarium trade. If the origins of  that cute anemone fish is dubious, then it’s better to let it remain in the pet shop or even better, in its original habitat among the tentacles of an anemone in the sea.  

Remember: When the buying stops, the killing can, too. 

The United Nations report From Ocean to Aquarium: The Global Trade in Marine Ornamentals is available at www.unep.org or www.unep-wcmc.org.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf News

Keeping tabs on oil pollution 
07-10-2003 

The UAE is considering a routine satellite surveillance for oil pollution in regional waters. Scientists taking part in an international conference in Al Ain said oil spills are considered a serious threat to the marine environment along the UAE coast, damaging fishing grounds, water desalination plants and natural habitats.

The three-day conference was opened on Sunday at Al Ain Rotana Hotel with specialised scientists and scholars from 19 different countries to discuss oil pollution and its environmental impact in the Arabian Gulf region. 

A team of four experts, working together on a research project, tabled the idea of oil spill detection using satellite imagery in offshore UAE.

The team included two scientists, Salem Issa and Hussein Harahsheh, from the Department of Geology at the UAE University and two, Manabu Shiobara and Takashi Nishidai, from Japan Oil Development Company and JGI Inc., Tokyo, respectively.

In the presentation the scientists said accidental and deliberate oil sludge dumping from passing ships in the UAE waters has caused considerable oil spills. The purpose of their study is to investigate and demonstrate how satellite remote sensing can be used for oil pollution surveillance in marine environment. 

"An operational monitoring system near real-time satellite observation is an ideal goal," they suggested in the presentation. The experts processed and analysed satellite data collected between 1970s and 2003. They used images from the early U.S. intelligence satellites to the most recent earth observation satellites such as the European Envisat.

The analyses were not only focused on oil spills but also on various manifestations of oceanographic phenomena. They also devised a very effective method for marine oil spill surveillance. "It is confirmed that the offshore UAE faces frequent occurrence of oil spills in the Arabian Gulf and in the Gulf of Oman." 

They said discharged oil and widely distributing oil slicks in offshore Fujairah were confirmed by a sea survey carried out early this year. The university has been compiling these results to publish 'Oil Pollution Atlas'. 

The experts said daily monitoring using commercial satellites is feasible. Future earth observation satellites, including a Japanese satellite and other internationally operating earth observation satellites, can be used for this purpose.

"The use of these satellites in conjunction with marine numerical modelling is expected to be very efficient for pollution surveillance." The Arabian Gulf region provides passage to some 80 per cent of the world's total oil production. The region's 3,460km long coast covers 24,000sq km of water area . 

The three-day conference has jointly been organised by the Faculty of Sciences and Faculty of Engineering and Special Programme and Continuing Education Centre at the UAE university. It is also supported by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), Japan Oil Development Company (JODCO), and Abu Dhabi Company for Onshore Oil Operations (Adco).

More than 40 scientists and experts from the U.S., Canada, Europe, Japan, South Korea, Malta, India and Arab countries are attending the conference. Today is the last day of the conference.

Oil slicks under scrutiny
* Accidental and deliberate oil sludge dumping from passing ships in the UAE waters has caused considerable oil spills. 

* An operational monitoring system near real-time satellite observation is an ideal goal.

* Analyses not only focused on oil spills but also on various manifestations of oceanographic phenomena. They also devised an effective method for oil spill surveillance. 

* Daily monitoring using commercial satellites is feasible. Future earth observation satellites can be used for this purpose.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Taipei Times

The poor suffer as UN wages war on science

By Henry Miller and Gregory Conko



Monday, Oct 06, 2003,Page 9 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan recently declared that the global pursuit of scientific endeavors is marked by inequality. Noting that developing countries invest much less on scientific research and produce fewer scientists, Annan warned that the resulting imbalance in the geographic distribution of scientific activity creates problems for both the scientific community in developing countries and for development itself. He urged scientists and scientific institutions around the world to resolve this inequity and bring the benefits of science to all. 

How humanitarian. How enlightened. How hypocritical. 

For the UN is supposed to be the watchdog of human rights, the most basic of which is the right to eat. When human rights are compromised, most often it is because people are desperately poor. One contributing factor to this poverty is the inability of people to feed themselves effectively. The UN's mission ought to be self-sufficiency of food production for all. Instead, the self-interest of UN bureaucracies actually prevents the poor from bettering their lives -- and even from surviving. 

Indeed, the UN's wanton sacrifice of science and technology to its own bureaucratic self-interest creates significant obstacles to innovation that can help the poorest of the poor. In particular, the UN's involvement in the excessive, unscientific regulation of biotechnology, or genetic modification (GM), will slow agricultural research and development, promote environmental damage, and help to bring famine and water shortages to millions in developing countries. 

Annan has proven once again that talk is cheap. During the past decade, delegates to the UN-sponsored Convention on Biological Diversity negotiated a "bio-safety protocol" to regulate the international movement of GM organisms. It was based on the bogus "precautionary principle" which dictates that every new technology -- including, in the case of GM, an improvement over less precise technologies -- must be proven utterly safe before it can be used. 

An ounce of prevention is certainly desirable, but because nothing can be proved totally safe -- at least, not to the standard demanded by many regulators -- the precautionary principle has become a self-defeating impediment to the development of new products. Precautionary regulation shifts the burden of proof from the regulator, who previously had to demonstrate that a new technology was likely to cause some harm, to the innovator, who now must demonstrate that the technology will not. 

This shift is ominous, because it frees regulatory bodies to require any amount and kind of testing that they wish. Rather than creating a uniform, predictable, and scientifically sound framework for effectively managing legitimate risks, the bio-safety protocol establishes an ill-defined global regulatory process that permits overly risk-averse, incompetent, or corrupt regulators to hide behind the precautionary principle in delaying or deferring approvals. 

Examples include a five-year-long moratorium on approvals of GM plants throughout Europe, and the rejection of badly needed food aid by several African countries -- only because it contains the same GM varieties of grain consumed routinely in North America. Similarly, a task force of the 165-member Codex Alimentarius Commission, the joint food standards program of the UN's World Health Organization and its Food and Agriculture Organization, has singled out only food products made with GM for various draconian and even bizarre regulatory procedures and requirements. 

The Europeans want to stop GM products because the technology was developed in US labs and commercialized by US companies financed by American capital. They are aided by radical, environmental non-governmental organizations (NGOs), which are permitted to participate in Codex meetings, and which are ideologically opposed to new technology. 

In July, the full Codex membership approved various procedures and requirements that are more appropriate to potentially dangerous prescription drugs or pesticides than to GM tomatoes, potatoes and strawberries. They include long-term monitoring for adverse health effects and batteries of tests for genetic stability, toxins, allergenicity and so on. 

This regulatory regime will deny to less-developed countries precisely the kind of technology that they need. Overly burdensome Codex standards for GM foods are ominous not only because of their direct effects on research and development, but also because members of the WTO will, in principle, be required to follow them. These standards will provide cover for unfair trade practices. 

The unscientific standards and regulations actually harm the environment and public health, stifling the development of environmentally friendly innovations that can increase agricultural productivity, help clean up toxic wastes, conserve water and supplant agricultural chemicals. 

Scientists worldwide agree that GM is merely a refinement, or improvement, over less precise and predictable genetic techniques that have been used for centuries, but this exquisite new means to develop plants with higher yields and innovative traits will be blocked by the disincentive of unnecessary regulations. Morally, this is no different from permitting the construction of an unsafe dam or knowingly administering a contaminated vaccine. Countless people will needlessly suffer and die as a result of the arbitrary, unscientific restrictions now imposed on our ability to help them to help themselves. The UN and its secretary-general should be held accountable for this human rights catastrophe. 

Henry Miller is a fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. Gregory Conko is director of food safety policy at the Competitive Enterprise Institute in Washington. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

World 'not saving wild plants' 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The world must act far more urgently to save thousands of threatened wild  plants, three British botanists say.      They say part of the answer is seed banks, which can be richer in higher plants  than any location on Earth. 

     The cost would be a tiny fraction of the amount spent on particle physics, and  would pay huge dividends, they say.      Even seeds from rainforest plants and trees can be saved in banks, some of them for centuries, provided the conditions are carefully controlled.      The argument for seed banks is made in Biologist, the journal of the Institute of   Biology, by three scientists from the UK's Royal Botanic Gardens, housed at  Kew Gardens in west London.     

 Longevity assured 

     The three, Simon Linington, Clare Tenner and Roger Smith, are all involved in  the development of the Millennium Seed Bank Project at Wakehurst Place,  Kew's country garden in southern England.  They say many seeds probably have the potential to stay viable for two  centuries, so seed banks can be significant in conserving genetic wealth for  future generations.    The need for conservation is stark. At least 34,000 plant species are globally  threatened, the authors say, and they cite a 2002 estimate by the eminent US  scientist E O Wilson, who said as many as 50% of plant and animal species  could be on the brink of extinction by 2100.      Threats include land use changes, habitat loss, invasive alien species,  over-exploitation, and climate change.     But our knowledge of how seeds will cope with conservation is relatively slight.    The behaviour of seeds in storage is known for only 4% of angiosperms (flowering plants).     Of the species examined, 92.4% have seeds which will tolerate drying and can  therefore be banked.     The seeds of 5.9% of species (including, for example, most oaks) die if they are  dried below about 40% moisture content, while the rest can be dried to about 10%.      The authors write: "Despite assertions to the contrary, many tropical and even  rainforest species can be banked."      The contribution seed banks can make is therefore huge, and some contain  more higher plant species per square metre than anywhere else on the planet. 

   Protection lacking 

     The development of seed banks has led to disputes over who owns their botanical resources and who should have access to them.      The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity has clarified some  questions of ownership and benefit-sharing.   But the authors are disappointed that some key crops remain outside the    provisions of the International Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and  Agriculture.      They write: "Consequently, African plant breeders will have no easier access to  groundnut diversity from Latin America as a result of this treaty (there is  tremendous interdependence on crop resources between countries)."   Telling comparison    The adoption by the convention's members of the global strategy for plant  conservation, they say, was "an important milestone".     Implementing the strategy's target that 60% of threatened plant species     should be held in accessible collections, preferably in the country of origin, and 10% of them included in recovery and restoration programmes, would cost about $100m, they say.      A further $5m annually would be needed to maintain the seed banks.    They add: "The initial outlay is just 2% of the $6bn that Cern (the European    Laboratory for Particle Physics) and the US agreed in 1997 to spend on the  Large Hadron Collider" (a massive atom-smasher).    "To achieve their goals, plant conservationists should learn from the physicists'   political lobbying skills." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Investors seek environmentally sound gas drilling

  SAN FRANCISCO - A group of U.S. investors managing about $14 billion in assets have warned energy companies to rethink how they  drill in the Rocky Mountains to mitigate environmental damage and the risk of future lawsuits. 

  "Drilling in an irresponsible way can have significant long-term liabilities. We're saying let's look at how we're doing this and let's minimize  the impact," said Steve Lippman, a San Francisco-based analyst at Trillium Asset Management. 

  "There are benefits to natural gas in the Rockies, but we're also concerned about the impact on the environment and the impact on  long-term shareholder value," he added. 

  Trillium and 11 other investors sent a letter Thursday to the Independent Petroleum Association of America (IPAA) asking companies to  disclose the steps they were taking to minimize the impact of coalbed methane drilling on water and soil quality and property owners. 

  The Bush Administration has made the coalbed methane-rich Rockies a focal point in its efforts to boost U.S. energy supplies. 

  Drilling for coalbed methane - gas trapped in coal seams - has set-off a wave of protest by environmentalists, concerned about the impact  on streams and aquifers, and ranchers, worried about the impact of drilling on their land. 

  In August, the administration issued new policies instructing Bureau of Land Management land planners to purge unnecessary  impediments to drilling on federal lands in parts of Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, Utah, and New Mexico. 

  Lippman said the timing of the letter was to coincide with an oil and gas investment conference next week in San Francisco sponsored by  the Washington-based IPAA, which represents thousands of independent U.S. oil and gas producers and service companies. 

  HYDROCARBONS, RECOMMENDATIONS 

  Energy analysts estimate federal lands in the Rockies could contain up to 184 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of gas and 5.5 billion barrels of oil. The  United States consumes about 22.5 tcf of gas a year and 20 million barrels of crude a day. 

  An IPAA representative was not available to comment on the letter, but most energy analysts say coalbed methane drilling can be done in an environmentally responsible way. 

  Humans and livestock can usually drink the salty water extracted from coalbed methane, but the water is often a killer for vegetation where cattle graze. 

  In their letter, the investors, including U.S. Bancorp Piper Jaffray, asked energy companies to adopt a set of practices such as making "best efforts" to secure surface agreements with local property owners and restore all areas disturbed by drilling. 

  While ranchers own the surface rights of property in the West, almost all the mineral rights, including hydrocarbons, are owned by the federal government which has typically sold them to private companies. 

  The investors also said they believed the investment community will increasingly request that companies involved in coalbed drilling, like Marathon Oil MRO.N and El Paso Corp. EP.N , document "whether environmental safeguards that are beyond compliance have been put

  into place." 

  Story by Spencer Swartz 

  Story Date: 7/10/2003

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

07 October 2003
UN in the news

Annan blames urban poverty on wrong policies 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - UN Secretary General Kofi Annan blamed rising urban poverty Monday on wrong policies backed by donors, international organizations and governments, saying too much emphasis was being put on fighting poverty in the rural areas. "International organizations, aid agencies and governments have placed the too much emphasis on rural poverty at the expense of urban development, assuming the poor in cities are comparatively privileged when it comes to provision of water and sanitation," Urging a change of tack to enable urban dwellers live comfortably, the UN scribe said rapid urbanization around the world was leading several people to live in conditions associated with indignities. "Cities and towns have always been centers of opportunities, but without adequate shelter and basic services, urban environments can be among the most life-threatening on earth," Anan warned. The UN Secretary General cited glaring disparities and inequities in the distribution of water and other basic facilities in slum dwellings across the world, blaming governments for placing emphasis on the wrong policies. "In Africa, as many as 150 million residents, or 50 percent of the urban population do not have adequate supplies of water, while 180 million lack adequate sanitation. Everywhere, poor people tend to pay more for water than the rich," Annan bemoaned. He said slum dwellings in cities could be more than previously acknowledged and appealed to governments to invest in urban development.

Similarly, the UN human settlement body, HABITAT called for concerted efforts by the international community to help the world's developing nations achieves the targets of the Millennium Development Goals on water and sanitation. "The urban water crisis must be recognized for what it really is: a crisis of governance - weak policies and poor management, rather than a crisis of scarcity," HABITAT Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka said here Monday at a function marking the 2003 World Habitat Day. The ceremony at a Nairobi slum, presided by Kenyan Roads, Public Works and Housing minister Raila Odinga was attended among others by members of the diplomatic community. The theme of this year's World Habitat Day is "water and sanitation for cities."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng015195&dte=06/10/2003
General Environmental news
Govt. to Launch Slum Upgrading Project Next Week

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The Government will next week launch the much-awaited slum-upgrading project in conjunction with UN-Habitat. Roads, Public Works and Housing Minister Raila Odinga said the project will be inaugurated on Thursday at the Kibera-Soweto slums. He said Kibera will be the launching pad for upgrading slums countrywide. Other areas such as Kiambiu, Kawangware, Mukuru kwa Njenga, Kariobangi and Kangemi will enjoy the same facilities once the programme kicks off. Raila made the remarks when he presided over the World Habitat Day celebrations at the Kiambiu slums in Nairobi's Eastlands area yesterday. Raila said the programme is aimed at improving the living conditions of people living and working in informal settlements and appealed to stakeholders to assist the Government in upgrading the dwellings.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310060852.html
Riparian communities suffer pollution in Swaziland 

Nhlambeni, Swaziland (PANA) - As the Swazi government continues to relent on enforcing environmental laws, pollution in Swaziland's Lusushwana River have begun to severely affect riparian communities and aquatic plants and animals living in the river. Already plants and animals are dying in the Lusushwana River because of the high oxygen deficiency in the water caused by an effluent released by Swazi Paper Mills (SPM). The downstream communities of Nhlambeni and Emseleni living along the banks of the polluted Lusushwana River are alleging that the water has become completely contaminated after SPM since continued to dump industrial effluent into it. The Swaziland Environmental Authority (SEA) has remained ineffective to enforce the Environmental Authority Act of 1992 and the Environmental Management Act of 2002.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng015207&dte=06/10/2003
Ban On Logging is Defended

The Nation (Nairobi): Environment and Natural Resources assistant minister Wangari

Maathai has said the three-year-old ban on logging in Government forests was necessary for the revival of forests. She said the Government had resolved to effect the ban on By MUMBI MURAGE realizing that the country was facing a serious shortage of timber. Speaking in Nyeri, Prof. Maathai said it would be detrimental to the country if the ban was lifted. "The ban will allow the forests to regenerate faster than if we waited for the forests to be exhausted and started the reforestation exercise afresh," she said. She said the country was importing timber from Tanzania, Rwanda and South Africa as it gives its forests time to regenerate. Prof. Maathai regretted that local commercial timber companies had depleted Kenyan forests and were now venturing into neighboring countries in search of the product. "These companies never invest. They have harvested all the trees in the country and have now started encroaching on forests in neighboring countries like Tanzania," she said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310060235.html
Cameroon publishes legal guide on forestry 

Yaounde, Cameroon (PANA) - The Cameroon government has published a "Legal Guide to Forestry Management in Cameroon," a 150-page bilingual (French and English) document written with the support of British aid. The guide states laws, breaches and sanctions provided for by the country's statutes of January 1994 on forestry, hunting and fishing. Presenting the guide, Environment and Forestry Minister Tanyi Mbianyor Clarkson Oben acknowledged that there was confusion in the forestry administration and the timber industry due to the fact that laws and regulations in force are relatively recent and scattered. Cameroon, which is one of the Congo Basin countries, has a forestry of about 22 million hectares. In 2001, the timber industry brought in CFA 245 billion (more than USD 432 million) to Cameroon, accounting for nearly 20 percent of all exports.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng014931&dte=06/10/2003
Shell Summoned to Replace Old Pipelines Following More Spills at Refinery

Friends of the Earth (Netherlands): Dutch oil giant Shell was summoned today by two Friends of the Earth groups to immediately start replacing old pipelines around its refinery in Durban, where major new spills occurred in the past days. Last Thursday (Sept. 30) 75,000 liters of diesel leaked into the Island View canal near Durban harbor. The diesel probably came from a storage tank. A week earlier, another diesel spill took place and it is unknown how many diesels were spilled in the latter event. In April this year, Jeroen van der Veer, president of Royal Dutch, admitted that the refinery had experienced many problems in the past. The Shell Group promised improvements but left the solving of problems to local management. Milieudefensie and groundwork want Shell to replace its old pipelines in order to avoid future spills. Since 2001, the Durban community has seen fifteen spills from Shell pipelines, hoses and storage tanks, often in or nearby residential areas. Amongst those was the biggest petrol spill in the history of South Africa: more than 1 million litres of petrol spilled into the environment. In April Friends of the Earth published the report " Leaking pipelines - Shell in South Africa." The report pointed to the responsibility carried by the Shell Group to stop the pollution in South Africa.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310060518.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 07 October 2003

_____________________________________________________


UN or UNEP in the news

Losing Nemo
The Star, October 6, 2003 (By TAN CHENG LI) - Every year, 20 million tropical reef fishes and another 10 million marine animals are plucked from the sea to adorn tanks in homes and public aquariums. Sadly, it's a death sentence for many of these marine creatures which often die during transportation or do not live long in their new unnatural environment. 
…The report culls information from the Global Marine Aquarium Database, a joint effort between UNEP-WCMC, the Marine Aquarium Council (MAC) and various aquarium trade associations. The database contains more than 100,000 records from global aquarium import and export companies.   
South-East Asia is the main source of ornamental marine species, but an increasing number is being collected from island nations in the Indian and Pacific Oceans such as Fiji, Maldives and Palau.  
http://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2003/10/7/features/6408315&sec=features 

 

General Environment News

KARACHI: Mangrove conservation project launched 

By Our Staff Reporter - KARACHI, Sept 30: A non-governmental organization and an oil company, on Monday, jointly launched a three-year conservation project aimed at upgrading the mangrove ecosystem located in the outskirts of Karachi. 
The project, which is likely to cost about Rs5 million, will be executed jointly by the Shell Pakistan and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)-Pakistan, in the Korangi-Phitti creek system. 

http://www.dawn.com/2003/10/01/local5.htm 


Slum people call for long-term lease, end to forced relocation 
Bangkok Post, Oct 7, 2003 (Ampa Santimatanedol) - Slum dwellers and housing rights activists yesterday demanded the state put a stop to forced relocation.
The demand was made yesterday at a rally marking World Habitat Day, joined by hundreds of slum dwellers and activists representing the Four Regions Slum Link, the Human Settlement Foundation and other groups.
The demonstrators submitted a petition against forced eviction to the government, the city administration and the United Nations.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/07Oct2003_news19.html 


WildAid fears pet fish boom 
Bangkok Post, Oct 7, 2003 (Anchalee Kongrut) - WildAid fears that the animated film Finding Nemo will lead to a boom in the aquarium fish business instead of discouraging it.
WildAid communications director Phenthip Chomprang said the demand for clown fish, which feature in the film, had soared in Singapore after the movie's release.
To prevent a repeat in Thailand, WildAid will release a three-minute documentary today to be shown at SF Cinema City, where Finding Nemo can be seen. The documentary attempts to educate people on how the aquarium fish trade can ruin coral reefs and marine eco-systems.
``Viewers may find clown fish cute. But some may not get the message that Nemo hates to live in a fish tank.''
The film would hopefully prevent children from flushing their pet fish down the toilet under the impression they were setting them free.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/07Oct2003_news25.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Reality check
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand, 4 Oct 2003 - Finding Nemo is a double-edged sword for the fish fraternity. The animated children's blockbuster is driving young fans into fish shops and prompting awareness of the fragile eco-systems they are drawn from, but fears of fish fatigue are prompting conservationists to beseech: Don't flush! 
Inspired by the adventures of the clownfish - including his unlikely escape down a dentist's spit sink - conservationists say hundreds of children in the United States have flushed their pet fish down the toilet, hoping to free them. The United Nations Environment Programme is speaking out to discourage the practice. It estimates two million people worldwide keep household aquariums, creating a NZ$510 million industry. 
"Parents who have aquariums need to explain to their children that the fish will not survive if they are flushed," says marine expert Paul Holthus. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3527053&thesection=news&thesubsection=general 

THE Triple Bottomline: Back To Social Controls?

Indian Express, India (BAZIL SHAIKH & DR RAJEEV UBEROI), 6 Oct 2003 - The banker and the environmental activist, indeed, make for strange bedfellows. Not too long ago, the world of finance and environmental activism were far removed and the actors, polar opposites. The philosophical persuasion driving the activist was ethics, be it a concern for intergenerational equity, interregional equity, conservation, or the human condition. The persuasion of the banker was profits. The activist operated in the realm of the normative and optimising outcomes within real world constraints.

... The current international initiatives seek to enfold the banks into the ?Global Compact? initiated by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). ...

http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=43427 

General Environment News

Orissa moves against Oswal over pollution 
Business Standard (India), Dillip Satapathy in Bhubaneswar, October 6, 2003 - The Orissa government has ordered the institution of criminal proceedings against the Oswal Chemical and Fertiliser Ltd at Paradip following complains of leakage of harmful gas from the company’s DAP plant. 
The toxic gas and other effluents released from plant are reported to have damaged crops over a large area and affected human life and live stock in villages around the plant. 
http://www.business-standard.com/today/story.asp?Menu=2&story=24444 

Developing Nations To Consume, Produce Most Fish By 2020 
UN Wire, Friday, October 3, 2003 - Developing countries will produce, consume and trade most of world's fish in the next two decades, although the participation of developed countries in creating aquaculture technologies will still be essential, says a new report by the International Food Research Institute and the WorldFish Center.
According to Outlook for Fish to 2020: Meeting Global Demand, in 20 years, developing countries will be responsible for 77 percent of global fish consumption and 79 percent of world production, mostly due to population growth, increased affluence and urbanization in those countries.
http://www.unwire.org/UNWire/20031003/449_9086.asp 

___________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the News

Le Figaro, 3 octobre: La conférence sur le climat à Moscou déçoit Européens et ecologists

MOSCOU (AFP) - La conférence internationale sur le changement climatique organisée à l'initiative du président russe Vladimir Poutine et qui s'est achevée vendredi à Moscou, a déçu les espoirs des écologistes et des Européens de voir une ratification rapide du protocole de Kyoto par la Russie.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/031003150028.mxn46m23.html
Le Figaro, 3 octobre: La Sibérie menacée par le changement climatique

MOSCOU (AFP) - La Sibérie, où la fonte du permafrost pourrait provoquer des "catastrophes", sera la région russe la plus touchée par le réchauffement planétaire d'ici à la fin du siècle, selon des climatologues interviewés par l'AFP lors d'une conférence sur le changement climatique à Moscou. 

"En gros, en Russie, il faut multiplier par 1,5 la hausse mondiale de la température annuelle moyenne prévue à l'horizon 2100" par le Groupe des experts de l'ONU sur le climat (IPCC), "mais en Sibérie il faut multiplier par 2", déclare Gueorgui Golitsyne, physicien de l'atmosphère travaillant à l'Académie russe des sciences.

General Environment news

Le Figaro, 3 octobre: Un appel des géographes pour une "Haute autorité internationale de l'eau"

SAINT-DIE-DES-VOSGES (AFP) - Des géographes, réunis au Festival international de géographie (FIG) de Saint-Dié-des-Vosges, ont lancé dimanche un appel pour la création d'une "Haute autorité internationale de l'eau".

Cet appel est venu clore la 14e édition de cette manifestation, qui s'est tenue de jeudi à dimanche sur le thème de l'eau, "source de vie, source de conflits". Le festival a débattu de cette "richesse sans prix mais d'un tel coût" et aux "inégalités flagrantes pour l'accès à cette ressource vitale": 5.000 m3 par habitant chaque année en France, 57 en Ethiopie…

Invité d'honneur du Festival, l'ancien Premier ministre socialiste, Laurent Fabius, a insisté sur la nécessité d'une "véritable volonté politique à l'échelle internationale" et d'une "solidarité accrue entre les continents".

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/031005112452.phel7qi2.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Industrial safety 'is paramount'

THE high concentration of industrial companies in the Gulf region makes high safety standards vital, Interior Ministry Under-Secretary Major General Shaikh Daij bin Khalifa Al Khalifa said yesterday.He said that modern industrial processes have brought about new dangers that needed to be addressed."The region has become a centre for oil, petrochemical and gas companies so safety issues are paramount," he said.

Shaikh Daij was speaking at the opening of the American Society of Safety Engineers-Middle East Chapter's (ASSE-ME) Sixth Professional Development Conference and Exhibition, which opened at the Diplomat Radisson SAS Hotel yesterday.

The event is a forum for the discussion of issues related to environmental health and safety in the oil, gas and petrochemical industries

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=63473&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26200
UAE

WWF greeting cards on sale

The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has been working towards nature conservation in this spectacular part of the world for the last three years. 

Established in 2001 under the patronage of Shaikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Chairman of ERWDA, the WWF UAE project office marked an entry into the Middle East for the world's largest independent, conservation organisation. 

Operating in partnership with local environmental and wildlife agencies as well as businesses, the conservation achievements of WWF UAE have been notable, and include such projects as Enviro-Spellathon, an environmental education programme for primary schools and working on wildlife trade issues

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/october/theuae_october164.xml
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR  THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

         AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by   Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Michele  Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Middle East

           Yesterday, this office put out a statement saying that the  Secretary-General strongly deplored the Israeli air strike on Syrian territory  earlier that day, and was especially concerned that this further escalation  of an already tense and difficult situation has the potential to broaden the  scope of current conflicts in the Middle East, further threatening global  peace and security.  The Secretary-General urged all concerned to respect

     the rules of international law and to exercise restraint.

           A day earlier, the Secretary-General had strongly condemned the  horrific suicide bombing that killed at least 18 people in Haifa, and  reiterated his utter repugnance at all acts of terror, from whatever quarter. 

     He called on the Palestinian Authority to do everything in its power to halt  these vicious attacks, which only harm the Palestinian cause.

           Acting in response to a letter from the Syrian Foreign Minister  following the Israeli air strike, the Security Council yesterday held both consultations and an open debate, in which it discussed yesterday’s  attack.

           After the open debate wrapped up in the early evening, the Council went back into consultations to have a brief discussion of a draft resolution  submitted by Syria condemning the Israeli attack, and further consultations are expected on that text, although they have not been  scheduled so far.

           The Security Council expects to hold consultations on Iraq and  other matters today, at 3:30, to hold further discussions of a US-sponsored draft resolution.

           **Iraq –- Kuwait

           Today is the last day of the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission,  and the head of that Mission, Brigadier-General Upinder Klair, met in  Kuwait last week with that country’s Foreign Minister, Sheikh Mohammed  Sabah al-Salem al-Sabah, who expressed Kuwait’s gratitude for the UN  peacekeepers’ work.

           The Mission had suspended most of its work since the 17th of  March, in advance of the US military campaign in Iraq.  Since August, it   had an authorized strength of five military observers, assisted by 41

     international civilian personnel and 96 local staff.  The Secretary-General’s  final report to the Security Council on the Mission is expected later this  week.

           **Afghanistan

           There’s a letter on the racks today from the Security Council  President for October, US Ambassador John Negroponte, to the Secretary-General, informing him of a decision to dispatch a mission to Afghanistan.

           The dates of the Security Council mission led by Ambassador  Gunter Pleuger of Germany are from 31st of October to the 8th of   November.

           The document contains the composition of the mission and the terms of reference.  It says the mission is scheduled to visit Kabul, Herat,   Kandahar and Mazar-i-Sharif. It will also visit Islamabad, Pakistan.  The

     mission leader is expected to brief you prior to the mission’s departure.

           The Food and Agricultural Organization said in a statement today  that more than 430,000 farmers in the mountains of the Hazarajat, one of  the poorest regions of Afghanistan, will receive assistance over the next

     four years through a major development project.  The United Kingdom has  agreed to provide $6 million for sustainable agricultural livelihood  development in this region.

           Also on Afghanistan, the UN Mission in Afghanistan expressed its serious concern about repeated security incidents involving aid workers in  the country.  In the latest incident on the 4th of October, a group of     deminers from the Demining Agency for Afghanistan were attacked near  Kandahar city.  One driver of the agency was injured and their vehicles were ridden with bullets. 

           The UN Mission said what was particularly alarming in this  incident was that the assailants reportedly intended to kill the demining  group, but were distracted only by another agency vehicle which started up

     its engine.  You can find more details about these developments in press  releases upstairs.

           **SG Nominates Lubbers for Extension

           Late last week, the Secretary-General proposed to the General  Assembly that Ruud Lubbers’ term as UN High Commissioner for Refugees be extended for two years, and I think Michele Montas here will  have some news for you on that subject in just a few minutes.

           **Liberia -- 6 October

           The UN mission in Liberia reports today that a meeting of the Joint  Monitoring Committee on the implementation of the June ceasefire agreement is being held today in Monrovia.  The aim of the meeting,

     bringing together all parties of the Committee, is to discuss issues of  security, confidence-building measures and arrangements for the 14 October governmental transition.

           Meanwhile, the World Food Programme has appealed for a further $3.5 million for its special operations to provide relief and recovery in  Liberia.  The funds are mainly required to support a humanitarian air  service set up by the WFP to transport aid workers and cargo into and  within Liberia.

           **Italian Aid Worker

           The UN refugee agency today expressed shock and sadness over Sunday's brutal murder of Annalena Tonelli.  She was an Italian  humanitarian worker who had dedicated her life to helping Somalis for  more than three decades.

           The 60-year-old Tonelli was shot and killed on Sunday night on the grounds of her hospital in Borama in north-western Somalia.  The exact circumstances of the shooting are not yet known.  We have a press     release with more details on that.

           **Address to Resident Representatives

           The Secretary-General today travelled to Tarrytown, New York, to address a meeting of the UN Development Programme’s resident representatives, and told them that the United Nations, more than ever,

     needs a strong, coherent development voice.

           Since the last meeting of global resident representatives three  years ago, he said, there have been so many hopeful steps and so much  newly minted despair, with a central challenge before the United Nations: 

     to ensure that it has the rules, instruments and institutions to deal with all  the threats it must face.  In addition, he said, there is no room for easing  up in the UN’s internal efforts to improve management, coherence and

     coordination.  We have copies of the full address upstairs

          **SG Messages

           The global observance of World Habitat Day was launched today in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where Anna Tibaijuka, the Executive Director of  UN-Habitat, read out a message on the Secretary-General’s behalf, at an

     event hosted by the Mayor of Rio, Cesar Maia.

           In the message, the Secretary-General said that, in a rapidly urbanizing world, at least 1 billion people suffer from lack of clean water and inadequate sanitation, and he said increased investment in those     areas is critical.

           We have copies of that message upstairs, as well as one  delivered today at an annual Orthodox Christian Prayer Service in New York for the UN community.

           **Human Rights

           Theo van Boven, the Special Rapporteur on torture for the Commission on Human Rights, is beginning a fact-finding mission today in  Spain, at the Government’s invitation, which is to last until the 10th of  October.  During his trip, he will visit the Basque Autonomous Community,  and will meet with Spanish and Basque officials.  We have more details in  a press release upstairs.

           **Sierra Leone Special Court

           The Appeals Chamber for the Special Court for Sierra Leone will convene for the first time to hear arguments on immunity for former  Liberian President Charles Taylor and other issues, according to an     announcement by the court.  The dates for the hearings are from the 31st of October to the 7th of November.

           The panel of judges will hear arguments by counsel for Taylor that his indictment is invalid.  Taylor’s lawyer will assert that because he was   head of state, he is immune from prosecution.  The hearings will be open

     to the public.

           **Rwanda Tribunal

           The new Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for  Rwanda, Hassan Bubacar Jallow of the Gambia, took up his duties in Arusha, Tanzania, on Friday, explaining to his staff his policy to expedite     investigations and fulfil the completion strategy for trials recommended by the Security Council.  He commended the good work done by his  predecessor, Carla Del Ponte.  We have a press release from the Tribunal with more details.

           **Small Island States

           More than 150 representatives of Caribbean nations, regional and international agencies, the private sector and civil society are meeting this  week in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, to explore how to strengthen

     sustainable development in preparation for next year’s International Conference in Mauritius on Small Island Developing States.

           Participants will discuss 15 priority areas for the Caribbean region, including coastal and marine resources, natural and environmental  disasters, land resources, waste management and trade.

           **Budget

           Budget news.  Today Zambia paid nearly $50,000 to become the  109th Member State to pay its UN regular budget dues in full for this year.

           **Press Conferences

           Two press conferences for tomorrow.  At eleven, Julian Hunte, the  President of the General Assembly, will be here to brief you.  And at  12:30, Ambassador John Negroponte of the United States and President of

     the Security Council for October, will brief you on the Council’s work  programme for the month.

           That’s all I have for you.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is it true that Mr. Lubbers is working without a salary and is the only USG to have ever done so? And what is the history of  phone calls between the Secretary-General and Secretary of State Colin     Powell on the Iraqi controversy.  Did they speak over the weekend?

           Spokesman:  On your first question, I don’t know, I’d be interested in finding out and we’ll check with UNHCR to see if that’s true.  On your second, I did not get the latest phone log for the weekend.  I did get it for

     Friday and half of Saturday, and there were no calls to the United States Secretary of State, but I’ll check with the Secretary-General’s office and  give you a full account for the whole weekend.  [He later confirmed that Mr.

     Lubbers contributed about $300,000 a year to UNHCR, an amount roughly equivalent to his UNHCR salary and associated expenses, including  travel.]

           Ok.  Michele.

           Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly

           Thank you Fred and Good afternoon,

           I will first confirm what Fred just said.  The General Assembly renewed this morning the term of office of Mr. Rudd Lubbers as United  Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for a period of two years  beginning on January 1 2004 and ending on the 31st of December 2005.

           The General Assembly has been engaged, since this morning, in  a joint debate, on two important items on its agenda, the follow-up to the  outcome of the Millennium Summit, and the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization.

           These two agenda items were the focus of most of the speeches during the general debate, as you might recall, as President Hunte noted

     in his closing remarks last Thursday evening.

           Today, the Assembly has on the table a report from the Secretary-General on the implementation of the United Nations Millennium Declaration, a Declaration adopted, as you know, three years ago.

           In the chapter on peace and security –- the longest in the report –-  the Secretary-General warns that “the international security architecture ...  must be able to adapt to the needs of our time”, but notes a worrying lack

     of consensus about what those needs are.  While some States focus  primarily on terrorism and the spread of weapons of mass destruction, “for  many around the globe, poverty, deprivation and civil war remain the

     highest priority”.

           On the development front, the report is more positive.  The Development Goals in the Millennium Declaration can still be reached by  the 2015 deadline, it says, if during the remaining 12 years “we maintain

     and increase the momentum that has been generated”.  The Secretary-General places particular emphasis on the need for developed countries to meet their commitments to the developing world in the areas     of trade, debt relief and aid.  He says that the success or failure of all the Millennium Development Goals hinges on this, and that the developed countries should agree on time-bound deadlines for fulfilling their pledges, comparable to the 2015 target for outcomes, such as the halving of  extreme poverty and hunger.

           The report on the implementation of the United Nations Millennium Declaration concludes with a chapter on “reinforcing multilateral  institutions”, in which the Secretary-General calls for “a hard look” at the  existing architecture of international institutions and, in particular, a review  of the principal organs of the United Nations itself –- not only the Security  Council, but also the General Assembly, Economic and Social Council     and the Trusteeship Council -- a series of proposals found also in the  report on the second item being discussed today, on the work of the Organization.  That report had already been presented to the Assembly by the Secretary-General on the first day of the general debate; that was  September 23rd.

           The President of the General Assembly, Julian Hunte, had identified both themes, the follow-up to the Millennium summit, and UN reforms, as two of his main priorities for the fifty-eighth session.

           Thirty-nine speakers are listed to address the Assembly today during the joint debate on these two items this morning and this afternoon.

           Today is World Habitat day.  In a statement released today,  President Julian Hunte said, “It is fitting that the theme for World Habitat Day reinforces the Millennium Development Goals, which aim to achieve,     ‘significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum-dwellers by the year 2020’.”

           “I have placed development at the top of my list of priorities for the  fifty-eighth session.  I have done so not only to emphasize the imperative  of sustainable development, but also because global problems such as

     poverty, hunger and shelter belong to all of us.  Therefore, we must all work together -– governments, international organizations, civil society and  individuals -- to ensure that people are given the means to lift themselves  out of the morass of poverty.”  The full statement will be available this afternoon.

           I would like to remind correspondents that President Julian Hunte, as Fred already said, will give a press conference tomorrow, Tuesday, at  11 a.m. here in 226.  Thursday, at the same time, there will be a press

     conference by the Chairman of the First Committee, Jarmo Sareva of Finland.  The First Committee has started its debate on disarmament and  security matters.

           Thank you. That’s all.

                              * *** *_________________________________________________________________________________________

For  your information

False Beliefs Threaten Cancer Patients - Survey

  Mon Oct 6, 5:02 PM ET

By Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent 

 WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Nearly 40 percent of lung disease patients believe that surgery can spread cancer by exposing the tumors to the air -- a false idea that could cost them their lives, U.S. researchers said on Monday. 

                      This and other untrue beliefs about cancer may be much more common among Americans than anyone thought, the  researchers wrote in this week's issue of the Annals of Internal Medicine. They are especially common among blacks. 

                      "Patients were telling me this and that's why I decided to do the survey," said Dr. Mitchell Margolis, director of the pulmonary  clinic at the Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 

                      Margolis and colleagues found that 38 percent of 626 patients they surveyed held this belief. When broken down by race, 61  percent of the black and 29 percent of the white patients at five centers said they believed exposing a tumor to air would cause it to spread. 

                      "It's a common belief," Margolis said. Most of the patients were male and tended to be elderly, and the poorer and less educated they were, the more likely they were to believe it, Margolis said. 

                      "We are wondering if this could be piece of the puzzle in explaining why African American patients aren't going for surgery and getting the benefits of that as often as white patients," he added. 

 The surveys were given to patients at lung clinics at three sites in Philadelphia, one in Los Angeles and one in Charleston, South Carolina. "The data turned out to be very strikingly similar at all the sites," Margolis said in a telephone interview. 

 "It suggests it is a nationwide phenomenon." 

 Margolis said he found that many patients refused to go see a surgeon, even when told they needed surgery to take out a lung cancer tumor. 

 "They say, 'Not only do I not want lung surgery, but I don't even want to see the surgeon because I know the cancer will spread once you expose it to air,"' he said. 

 In the survey, Margolis and colleagues asked patients where they got this idea. 

 "Most of the patients said very non-specific things, saying 'I heard it from the gossip mill' or 'I heard it from friends' or 'Everyone knows that,"' he said. 

 "Some cited personal experiences, saying their mom went for surgery and the surgeon said 'there was nothing we could do -- it spread."' People may then  associate surgery itself with the spread, Margolis said. 

 Lung cancer is by far the biggest cancer killer around the world. It will kill 157,000 Americans in 2003. 

 If non-small-cell-lung cancer, the most common type, is found and treated before it spreads, patients have a 50 percent chance of survival. But only 15 percent  of patients are diagnosed early enough. 

 Margolis said patients need to be better educated about cancer, and doctors need to realize what the false perceptions are and how common they are. 

 "We have been encountering a number of misconceptions about lung cancer in general," he said. For instance, many patients do not believe that smoking  causes lung cancer but instead maintain that exposure to some environmental chemical must be the cause. 

 "Another one we hear is 'I smoke and therefore if I am going to get cancer. It is all predetermined and therefore if I stop smoking it won't do any good,"' he  added. "We know that stopping smoking does good." 

 Margolis would like to extend his study to other types of cancers, and to other beliefs about cancer. "I think it does pertain to a whole lot of cancers," he said.  "Maybe this will do some good."
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